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Chapter 1


Buckingham Palace Gardens
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King Charles and Queen Camilla were sitting in the gardens of Buckingham Palace, tucking into a delicious afternoon tea.


“I say, my dear,” said Charles, “I’m so glad we asked the Royal Chef to make all our meals plant-based from now on. These cakes and sandwiches are absolutely splendid!”


“I couldn’t agree more, my love,” replied Camilla, “it was an excellent decision!”


They sat quietly for a moment, enjoying the food and the sunshine. But the peace was shattered as they spotted Jenkins and six corgi dogs hurtling straight towards them. Jenkins was the Royal Butler and he was being dragged towards the tea table at breakneck speed. “Look out, your majesties,” he shouted,
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But it was no use. The corgis had smelt the freshly baked scones and there was no stopping them. Within a matter of seconds, Charles, Camilla and Jenkins were in a heap on the grass… and the dogs were sitting at the table, licking away at the cream and jam and gobbling up the scones!
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King Charles sat up and started to pick pieces of bread and cucumber off himself and Queen Camilla. “Jenkins!” he said, crossly, “what is the meaning of this?”


“I’m terribly sorry, your majesty,” Jenkins replied. “I was ready to take the corgis out for a walk, when an invitation arrived for you. I thought I would deliver it to you here, but then the dogs got a whiff of the new plant-based scones and went barking mad!”


Queen Camilla sprang to attention, “An invitation, Jenkins? How marvellous! What does it say?!”


Jenkins stood up and gave a deep bow. “It’s a letter from Kew Gardens…”


Charles and Camilla gasped. They both loved Kew Gardens; home to one of the largest collections of plants in the whole world.
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Jenkins continued,
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“Kew Gardens would like to invite King Charles and Queen Camilla to officially open our new enclosure of wild strawberry plants. We would also like to extend this invitation to Prince William and Princess Kate.”


Charles, Camilla and Jenkins sat in silence; each of them remembering ‘The Wimbledon Incident’ from the previous summer. Princess Kate had been playing in a charity match on Centre Court, the most famous tennis court on the planet, but disaster struck when she opened a locker in the ladies’ changing room and a mountain of squishy strawberries rained down on her - ruining her white tennis outfit. But that wasn’t the end of it… Prince William had slipped on a strawberry, spraining his ankle, and to cut a long story short, poor Kate had never been able to look at a strawberry again! Of course, you may be wondering what on earth a load of mushy strawberries were doing in the ladies locker room.…
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