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To Betty, Jack and Jim.


Thank You for being with me every step of the way. 
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Has Been was a very lonely little bean who could never do anything right – however hard he tried. He wanted to be an author, but no-one wanted to publish his valiant attempts at writing. And why should they? He couldn’t even spell his name correctly! In fact, he was a proper ‘Has Been’, hence his name.
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			MARTY the Boston Baked Bean


Has Been thought a visit to his mother would cheer him up a little. At least she believed he was capable of better things. With this idea in mind, he set off down the steep hill, only to meet his friend Marty, the Boston Baked Bean, stumbling towards him.


“Gosh, you look hot,” said Has Been, acknowledging his friend.


“Phew, you are quite right,” gasped a very red Marty. “I’m terribly hot – baking, in fact.”


“Oh, and why is that?” Has Been enquired.


“Well,” muttered Marty, “THEY put me in a saucepan with lots of other haricot beans, and added tomatoes, sugar, onions, mustard, and all sorts of seasoning, and put us over a direct flame, and we became hotter and hotter and hotter…”
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“What a sauce!” interrupted Has Been.


“Well, yes, the tomatoes did in fact become a sauce,” admitted Marty. “How did you know that?” 


“I didn’t mean a tomato sauce, silly,” said Has Been. “I meant, what a cheek THEY had to cook you all.”
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