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TO MOM AND DAD—

through you I came to see

that God brings life through

the Good Book
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    Foreword

    Charlie Dates

    
      WHEN WE WERE STUDENTS AT TRINITY, Andrew Abernethy could hoop! He was one of my favorite guys with whom to play basketball. You could tell his jump shot was polished. His follow-through was poster ready. Despite what the old Wesley Snipes and Woody Harrelson movie said, Andy could jump. So he was joyful competition on the court.

      In a season of studying Koine Greek and learning the binyanim of the Masoretic Hebrew text, basketball was a needed outlet. Young seminarians—at least at that time—could be a bit ambitious. The dreams of landing a significant leadership role in the life of the church, some thought, depended on one’s academic performance. Too few of us understood that good grades earned in the academy were no guarantee for effectiveness in the church. In seminary, it’s easy to confuse exegetical performance with pastoral readiness. In real life, it’s also easy to mistake a careful reading of the text with a warm devotional life.

      I meet people from time to time who are fascinated with the Old Testament. They want to discern the messages of the prophets and the foreshadowing of Christ in the first covenant. They ask me for people to read, and I send them names like Andrew Abernethy. His is a trusted voice and a wise application. Sometimes people ask Andy for preachers from whom they can listen and learn. And Andy has graciously given them my name.

      I want you to recognize that a schooled mind should be close to a blazing heart; that the more informed about God we become, the more in love with God we should be. Sadly, that is not often the case.

      What you hold in your hands is a roadmap for both the learning and the burning. It is a compass for direction on how to dig your own wells so that you can drink deeply from the treasures of God’s Word. None of us has exhausted the unsearchable riches of God’s Word. Not one living human has drained the mind of God for human flourishing. We all need more of God. Every one of us is insatiable until we find the fullness of God in regular devotion.

      Do you want that? Do you want more of God? Do you want the substance of things hoped for and the evidence of things not seen? Do you want to understand his ways better? God’s Word will give that to you. As a result of reading this book you will have tools to get you there. Andrew can lead the way.

      What I especially appreciated about Andrew’s game is that he understood basketball. He seemed to intrinsically discern the art of making space between the opponent. He could direct traffic, run screens, and man the post. He was good for the team. I guess it’s no surprise that Andrew is a stellar Bible professor. He understands the book, but even better Andrew knows its author. Life has taught him how to walk with God and lead others to green pastures. You might not be a better basketball player after reading this book, but you will learn to read the Scriptures and consequently love God more. I think that’s why you’re holding this book now.
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Prologue


“WHAT DO YOU WANT FOR CHRISTMAS?” I asked my dad a few years ago.

He responded, “How about a book on how to read the Bible?”

I was dumbfounded. I couldn’t think of one.

My dad turns to me, his son who is a Bible professor, for a book on how to read the Bible that would be just right for him. Yet, I had nothing to recommend.

Here was my dilemma: Some books on how to read the Bible are academically informative, but they can create the sense of a gap between God and us as we read the Bible. Other books are spiritually vibrant, but they provide few valuable tools from academia that can truly help God’s people read the Bible better. We need a beginner’s guide to Bible study that weds the academic with the spiritual, that integrates textual analysis with the illuminating and transforming work of the Holy Spirit.

In my years teaching, I have seen the same journey repeatedly. A zealous believer wants to learn more about how to read the Bible. They read an academically informed book or receive training at a college or seminary. They come to read the Bible historically, and they are excited about how much more they understand in the Bible.

Gradually, however, the once zealous believer notices a growing gap between themselves and God. Previously they read the Bible with a warm openness to receive from God, but now they read with a cool rationality. Previously they delighted in how God revealed himself and could speak into their present moment, but now they delight in the intellectual satisfaction of arriving at a rational understanding of a passage in its ancient context.

The church is not blind to how academic training can have a cooling effect on the faith. At a Black church on Chicago’s South Side, a pastor told his congregation that he would be starting classes at a local seminary. After the service, an elderly woman came up to him with a look of concern. Pointing her finger at him, she said, “Watch out. If you go to seminary, your faith will go to the cemetery.”

We need an approach to reading the Bible that will allow our faith to soar rather than sour. We need an approach that can help us draw closer to God rather than away from him. We need an approach to the Bible that recognizes God’s ability to speak to us in the moment, in real life, through an ancient book.

The book in your hands (or on your screen) brings together faith and academics. It offers a template for Bible reading that fuels a lively faith and incorporates the academic tools that are most valuable for ordinary Christians. I present to you the six-step approach.

I do not promise that this book will make Bible reading easy. Perhaps God doesn’t want it to be easy. God has given us a Bible that is for the hungry—for those desperate enough to depend on him for provision and who will exert great mental energy or endure seasons of dullness to eventually taste some honey. My hope is that this book will offer us a strategy for tasting more goodies from God’s Word so that we will find nourishment to live faithfully in God’s world.


AT JESUS’ FEET

Mary of Bethany is a prime example of one we should strive to be like when it comes to reading God’s Word. When Jesus comes to the town of Bethany, he visits Mary’s family. According to custom, Mary should be working with her sister Martha in the kitchen, preparing a meal for their honored guest. However, Mary breaks with custom and sits at Jesus’ feet, listening to his teaching.

Martha is frustrated: “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!” (Lk 10:40). Most likely, Martha would expect Jesus to support her; after all, her sister is shirking responsibility. But Jesus sees Martha as the one who needs correction. Jesus says, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and upset about many things, but few things are needed—or indeed only one. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her” (Lk 10:41-42). Martha is swept up in the many demands of life and custom, but Mary is fixated on the only thing that is necessary—sitting at Jesus’ feet to savor his voice.

Will we learn from Mary? Will we choose what is better? In my own experience, I am often like Martha, even when I read the Bible. I am busy accomplishing tasks as it relates to the Bible. I study, preach, teach, and write about the Bible. Yet, I often fail to sit at the feet of the one who desires to speak through the Bible to me. Mary teaches us to sit at the feet of Jesus as we read his Word.




MY BACKSTORY

Here is a bit about me. When I was eleven, I first heard the gospel, that Jesus died for my sins. I responded immediately in faith and was filled with the Spirit. By the time I was sixteen, I began to drift. Basketball and partying took over. Night after night I’d ignore the Holy Spirit’s conviction and plunge into sin. By the time I turned twenty, I was a borderline alcoholic. I was a Division I athlete whose skills on the court were in sharp decline. I hardly attended class. I received a 0.8 GPA during the first semester of my sophomore year.

God did not give up on me. The Holy Spirit never stopped calling this prodigal son to return to the Father through Christ. I finally turned back to Christ, left behind fraternity life and a Division I scholarship, and transferred to a Christian college.

I had zero intention of becoming a pastor, Bible professor, or author when I enrolled at Bethel College in Indiana. I just hoped to get sober and turn my life around. I needed God. Out of this hunger for God I began to read the Bible. It became a lifeline for hearing from God. Those years at Bethel were some of my sweetest times with God in his Word. Eventually, I was called to minister God’s Word, went to seminary, pastored for a few years, and then got a PhD. I have now been teaching college and seminary students for over a decade.

Although I now teach the Bible for a living, I have not graduated from my need for the advice given in this book. I remain hungry for God. Depression and anxiety have plagued me since the late 1990s. Since 2010, I have battled a movement disorder called cervical dystonia, forcing me to take refuge in God amid suffering. The Holy Spirit still convicts me of sins—especially those hidden sins of pride, judgmentalism, coveting, and many others. As a result, I remain a beggar, longing for morsels from the Savior. I am not content when reading the Bible becomes merely an academic exercise; I desperately need to meet with the living God every single day. I need the advice in this book as much as anyone else does.

You have your own story, your own journey, that led you to this book. God wants to meet with you through the Bible, so may God use this book for that purpose.




THE SIX STEPS

We will follow six steps across this book. The term steps may have some of you rolling your eyes. I get it. You’re skeptical of steps that promise revolution but turn out to be shallow and gimmicky. Let me clarify. These six steps represent longstanding vantage points that God’s people have benefited from for thousands of years when reading the Bible. I have put them in an order that make sense to me, but I fully expect that you will find an order and flow that works for you. What is most important to me is to pass along six important vantage points to keep in mind when studying a passage in the Bible.

Here they are:


	1. Posture—Orient the beliefs and dispositions of your heart as you prepare to discern God’s voice when reading the Bible.


	2. Flow—Grasp the flow of thought across a passage in light of its genre and subunits.


	3. Context—Ponder the passage in view of its historical setting and its place in its literary context within the biblical book.


	4. Whole Bible—Consider how your passage bears witness to Christ and fits into the Bible’s redemptive story.


	5. Savor God—Ponder, pray to, and praise God in view of who he is revealing himself to be as you go back through the passage.


	6. Faithful Response—What is God calling you to do in your life, and in the world, through this passage?




At first, implementing these steps will feel like learning the tango: slow, choppy, and a bit forced. After a season of regular practice, you’ll pick up speed, become more fluid, and the steps will become second nature. In my own experience, these “steps” are no longer steps; they are just features of what it means to read the Bible. In the epilogue, I offer some advice about putting these steps into practice. So, if you are wondering whether you can mix up the order or whether you can leave some steps out for time’s sake, then feel free to turn to the epilogue at any time.

These steps arise from training students year after year in how to read the Bible. When I first began teaching, my exclusive focus was on passing along the benefits of my academic training. We would focus on finding the flow of thought in a passage in light of its genre (step 2) and the importance of context when reading (step 3). The aim was to listen carefully to what God was saying through the human author to the original audience—recovering a sense of what the passage would have meant originally.

Over time, however, I have seen how too much of a focus on steps two and three can create a wedge between us, God, and the world. The Bible becomes something to figure out, like any ancient historical text. The Bible becomes a word for people back in the day but not for us today.

As important as steps two and three are for Bible reading, they must take their place within the primary purpose of why God has given us his Word—to reveal himself to us, draw us near, speak to us, and transform us. This is where steps one, four, five, and six come into play. Step one describes a disposition of the heart that positions us to hear God’s voice. Step four reminds us that any given passage is part of God’s grand design that culminates in Jesus. Steps five and six remind us that the Bible is a means to an end, not the end itself. The Bible does not exist simply for us to learn stuff. The Bible is a means through which we can hear from God, who invites us through the Word to savor him and to learn how to live today.




USING THIS BOOK

Before we turn to step one, let me suggest two ways you might use this book.


	• Option 1: Read through the entire book to grasp what each step is about and how the steps fit together. Then select a short passage—less than ten verses—and work back through all six steps.


	• Option 2: Select a short passage—less than ten verses—right now. As you go through each step, apply what you are learning to your passage before moving on to the next step.




For those interested in using this as part of a group Bible study, see the guidance provided in the epilogue. As you walk through the steps ahead, may the Holy Spirit meet you on the journey, illuminating your heart to savor and respond to God through his Word.




DISCUSSION QUESTIONS


	1. How has God been preparing you to want and benefit from a book like this?


	2. Can you describe a time when you longed, like Mary, to simply be with Jesus?


	3. What obstacles get in your way of simply being with Jesus?


	4. What words come to mind when you think about your past experience of studying the Bible? What has been good about it? What has been hard?


	5. God has given us a Bible that is for the hungry—for those desperate enough to depend on him for provision and who will exert great mental energy to taste some honey. What words or phrases stick out to you from this sentence, and why? How would you explain this idea in your own words?
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Step 1

Posture


I HAD THE CHANCE TO GO TO JERUSALEM in 2014. On the itinerary was “Hezekiah’s Tunnel.” I was excited to see it. This tunnel under Jerusalem is longer than five football fields. It may have been dug 2,800 years ago when King Hezekiah was preparing to face the Assyrians. On the itinerary, under “Hezekiah’s Tunnel,” was a caption: “Bring waterproof shoes, a flashlight, and a hat.”

It was a dark tunnel with running water, so I knew why I would need my Crocs (yes, grown men can wear Crocs) and a flashlight. But why on earth would I need a hat? Hats are for protecting my eyes or balding scalp from the sun, not for dark tunnels.

As we prepared to enter the tunnel, the leader said, “The ceiling of the tunnel can be as low as five feet in some places, so you’ll want to duck down and wear a hat to protect your head from scraping the ceiling.” Now I knew why I needed a hat.

I am 6'6". They didn’t make tunnels back in ancient times for giants like me. To make it through the tunnel, I had to crouch low and wear a cap for about 500 yards. Without adopting a lowly posture, there would be no way I’d make it through.

Similarly, entry into the Bible demands a particular posture of mind and heart. When we read the Bible with the right posture, the odds of meeting with God and hearing his voice increases.

What posture of mind and heart will position us to hear from God as we read the Bible?


TEACHABILITY

We come to Scripture to meet with God. Don’t misunderstand me. I am not saying that we approach the Bible as if it were God—that would be idolatry, bibliolatry (worshiping a book rather than the God of the Good Book). Bibliolatry can manifest itself in the innocent guise of wanting to know the Bible. While there is nothing wrong with seeking to study and learn the Bible, bibliolatry surfaces when the quest for knowledge becomes an end in itself.

Jesus confronts some of the most dedicated students of Scripture in ancient Israel. These Jews could have schooled any of us in their knowledge of the Bible. But Jesus was not impressed. He said to them, “You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life” (Jn 5:39-40).

Scary stuff. It is possible to be the most diligent students of Scripture and still fail Jesus’ exam. You fail if your study of Scripture does not lead you to Jesus. What can help us move beyond bibliolatry to encounter God as we read the Bible? The posture of our heart makes a difference. We need to be teachable.

The Bible gives us several vantage points for thinking about teachability. Have you ever thought about our need for God himself to be our teacher? As discussed in the previous chapter, Mary of Bethany models for us a teachable spirit as she sits at the feet of Jesus, hungry for his every word.

This posture before God as teacher includes recognizing our need for God to help us know the things of God. We can’t assume that in and of our own efforts we will automatically grasp the Bible.

The psalmist models this. He prays, “Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes” (Ps 119:33 ESV). No doubt the psalmist had studied God’s statutes, but he knew that for them to sink in God would need to teach him. The prophets themselves look forward to a time when God would teach his people (Is 30:20-21; Jer 31:34). Jesus even speaks to his disciples about how the Holy Spirit would teach his disciples (Jn 14:26). As we approach the Bible, then, we need to come with hearts yearning to be taught by God, the Master Teacher himself.




CHILDLIKENESS

Another vantage point on teachability is childlikeness. We are coming to meet with God, our Father, when we approach the Scriptures. Jesus highlights childlikeness as a key to hearing God’s voice. Consider this scenario in Matthew 11.

Jesus is traveling from city to city around the Sea of Galilee. Miracles are happening left and right. With just a touch, Jesus cleanses a leper, relieves the fever of Peter’s mother-in-law, and opens the eyes of the blind. With just a word, Jesus heals a paralyzed servant and casts out a legion of demons. People from across the region are bringing the sick and demon possessed before him, and they are all experiencing healing and deliverance.

If you witnessed such events, how would you respond? You’d repent and turn to Jesus, right? Well, maybe not. Check out what Matthew says: “Jesus began to denounce the towns in which most of his miracles had been performed, because they did not repent” (Mt 11:20). Those who saw the mighty works of God in their midst were calloused, unchanged, and unresponsive. So Jesus curses those cities, declaring that Sodom is better off than them. This is not good news, considering the fact that God wiped Sodom off the map due to their sin in Genesis 19.

Jesus next says something that seems like it is out of left field: “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to do” (Mt 11:25-26). Hold on a minute. Jesus was just calling down curses, and now he’s praising God. What is going on? What is happening becomes clear when we see the contrast between Jesus condemning the “wise and learned” who do not get it (the cities of Galilee who remain unrepentant after seeing miracles) and those “little children” who do get it.

The ways of the Father are far different from what one would expect. From a human point of view, the “wise and learned” of Jesus’ day—those scribes and Pharisees who went to “seminary”—are those you would expect to grasp the things of God, to repent on seeing God’s miracles in Jesus. There is nothing wrong with being “wise” per se. The issue is their assumption that their status in society as those in the know gives them the inside track on knowing the ways of God. They have God in a box, so they are closed off to being pushed beyond their current thinking about God. Jesus takes great delight in how the Father hides these things from the proud who presume a privileged place of being in the know.

Who are the “little children” that receive God’s unexpected revelation? Jesus does not have in mind actual infants; instead, “little children” is a metaphor for Jesus’ disciples. Jesus speaks of his disciples as “little ones” (Mt 10:42) or as “the least” (Mt 11:11) right before this.

One reason why Jesus speaks of his disciples as little children is because infants are not known for their intelligence. If you spend time around little children you know this.

My son Oliver is two as I write this book. The following conversation is typical.

“Oliver, how old are you?”

“Five,” he’ll declare.

“No, Oliver, you are two,” I respond.

“Two,” he’ll echo back.

So, I follow up by asking: “Oliver, how old are you?”

“Five,” he announces with pride.

We get lots of laughs about this. My son amazes me. I love him to bits. But he—along with all other little children—are not intellectually developed, so they are not known to be the “wise and learned” in society.

When Jesus celebrates how “infants” are recipients of divine revelation, he taps into the common knowledge that little children are not expected to be smarter about the ways of God than schooled scribes. Jesus is celebrating how the Father reveals himself to those who might not be “wise and learned” in the world’s eyes. Jesus calls fishermen, tax collectors, prostitutes, and the lowly to receive insight into the ways of God in Jesus. These are the “little children.” The key seems to be that such folks would not presume to be in the know when it comes to the things of God. This creates a childlike dependence on God for him to make himself known to them. They are open, teachable. Childlikeness seems to be the key, and, as Jesus says elsewhere, we must become like children to enter the kingdom of God (Mt 18:3). The very posture that enables us to enter the kingdom is the posture that positions us to hear from God as we read the Bible.




WHERE DO YOU FIT?

Would you be among the “wise and learned”—those whom people would expect to understand the things of God due to status and training? Are you a Bible quiz champ, Sunday school teacher, Christian school kid, Bible major, pastor, or a professor? Well, here’s a warning. Having a status as “one who knows the Bible” could become a barrier between you and God if this has led to pride and presumption, for the Father takes pleasure in hiding things from folks like us.

Would you be among the “little children”? Some of you may feel like you’d be the last person to receive insight into the things of God. You don’t have formal training in how to read the Bible. You didn’t get good grades in school. You’ve made choices in life that have brought you to rock bottom. The Father takes great pleasure in making you the sort of person that will receive his revelation.

As I shared in the prologue, I began studying the Bible as one of the “little children” at the age of twenty. I had a 0.8 GPA, was untangling from substance abuse and deeply depressed, and was definitely not someone people would peg as one who’d grasp the things of God. But I’ll tell you what. It was there, amidst my desperation, where God took delight in revealing himself to me through his Word. The floodgates opened and divine wisdom and insight poured through the Scriptures into my barren heart and mind.

I now find myself among the wise and learned. I have degrees. I teach the Bible for a living. I am invited to speak on podcasts and at churches. I write about the Bible. Honestly, my teachability waxes and wanes. I can read and interpret a passage of the Bible to get an A+, but some days and some seasons it seems like the floodgates of divine revelation have been closed. I too often turn on autopilot and just let my training kick in to accomplish the task of interpretation. Thankfully, God does not leave me there. God will allow a thirst, a hunger, a yearning to swell within my unwell soul. Desperation for the things of God will overcome me, and I again become childlike, dependent on God to feed me and help me truly see. Sure, I benefit from my training, but the gates of revelation open when I reach the point of depending completely on God and not my status or training.

The apostle Paul gives someone like me hope. Paul was a Pharisee of Pharisees. He was wise and learned, and such learning led him to reject Christianity and persecute Christians. But then God knocked him off of his high horse. His scales of pride and presumed understanding fell from his eyes, and then he could see. There is no doubt Paul continued to benefit greatly from his prior educational training, but Paul no longer leaned on such learning as a sure indication that he had figured out God and his Word.

Paul says this: “No one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. What we have received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may understand what God has freely given us” (1 Cor 2:11-12). Paul knew firsthand that the Spirit of God is the only way we can understand God. We desperately need the Holy Spirit. In steps five and six, we will explore further how the Holy Spirit illuminates our minds to see Christ, personalizes God’s Word to the specifics of our lives, and transforms us into people who can respond faithfully to God’s Word.

When we come to Scripture, we must come with the posture of an infant—the posture that nothing about our status or intellect is a guarantee we’ll hear from God. We don’t have God figured out. We come dependent on the Master Teacher and Father to reveal himself to us.




ADOPTION

Yes, Jesus speaks of his disciples as “little children” to highlight how unexpected it is that they are the recipients of divine revelation. There is another reason why he calls his disciples “little children.” They are not just childlike; they are actually God’s children.

Did you notice how Jesus starts these verses off by saying, “I praise you Father, Lord of heaven and earth” (Mt 11:25)? The very ruler of everything—heaven and earth—is addressed as Father. It is the Father who hides and reveals. Jesus views the disciples as little children because they have such a unique relationship to God as Father.

Is coming to God as Father part of your DNA? When I was a junior in college, a mentor gave me J. I. Packer’s Knowing God. In his chapter “Adoption,” one sentence jumped out at me: “If you want to judge how well a person understands Christianity, find out how much he makes of the thought of being God’s child, and having God as his Father.”1 This was a jaw dropping moment for me. I had never let the truth of God being my Father settle in. Certainly, if someone were to judge my understanding of Christianity based on this, I would have failed.

My tendency is to create God into some sort of cosmic coach. He’s given me a spot on the team, so I need to work hard, grind it out through practice, try to perform well, and hope that the coach is happy with how I’ve done. This god of my own creation is not the God of the Bible, and this mentality leads to a constant sense that I’m not bringing enough to the table. As we’ve seen, though, an “infant” mentality is one of complete dependence. It is not about what we have to offer; instead, it is about the Father’s love in adopting us and about what he wishes to offer us. Thanks be to God that we can relate with him as a child to a Father, not as a player to a coach. Our Father sent Jesus so that we can be adopted as God’s children.

Look at how Jesus finishes this passage in Matthew 11:26: “Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to do.” Let “pleased” sink in. The Father doesn’t grudgingly hide things from the wise and reveal things to his children. It is the very pleasure of the Father to work in this way, to make himself known to the lowly, to children like you and me.

This truth must infuse our outlook as we approach the Bible. Our posture should be “Father, as your child, I depend on you to help me see!” And, if Jesus is correct, then the Father is delighted to reveal himself to us, his children.




TRUST

If childlikeness should be a key posture when we come to Scripture, two features spring from it: trust and family. Let’s begin with trust. Children depend on others for just about everything, so they have to trust those around them, especially their family. This same characteristic of childlike trust is vital for our relationship with God as we read his Word.

“Do you trust me?” Aladdin asks Princess Jasmine this twice. In one scene, street boy Aladdin helps Jasmine escape from those hunting her down in the market. As the street boy and princess scramble away across rooftops, they reach a point where they will need to jump. Jasmine is scared, but Aladdin says, “Do you trust me?” After internalizing this question, she jumps.

In a later scene, Aladdin is disguised as Prince Ali. He offers the princess a ride on his magic carpet. She says, “Is it safe?” He responds, “Sure, do you trust me? . . . Do you trust me?” These words cause her to flash back to the marketplace, and then she smiles, says yes, takes his hand, and steps onto the magic carpet.

As we approach the Bible, we should hear the words: “Do you trust me?” Yet, these words do not come to us from a resourceful kid like Aladdin. These words come to us from our heavenly Father. God wants us, his children, to trust him as we come to his Word.

Fundamental to this trust is confidence that Genesis through Revelation is the inspired Word of God. Paul’s letter to Timothy supports this: “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Tim 3:16-17). When Paul says, “All Scripture,” he has the Old Testament in mind. There was no New Testament at the time of Paul. But if Paul affirms that God inspired the Scriptures throughout Israel’s history, we can expect that God would also inspire a new collection of writings to speak of Jesus, the culminating act in God’s plan. These Scriptures are “God-breathed,” for the very life-giving breath of God that created the world also gave birth to these words. One implication of this is that we should come to the Scriptures trusting that they come from our good Father and that they will be for our good.

This posture toward the Bible is much different from what we see in society. It is often suspicion, not trust, that drives some approaches to the Bible. Richard Dawkins and other New Atheists have made it their aim to undermine the Bible. Many modern Bible scholars treat the Bible like any other ancient document and criticize its supernatural claims. Suspicions about the Bible circulate around society, so most who have never read the Bible are already suspicious. Today, some well-meaning Christians will also be suspicious of elements in the Bible that rub them the wrong way. Then they’ll discard such passages as problematic.

If our heavenly Father has given us a book that bears his very words, we should receive it as children with trust. This does not mean, however, that we won’t have questions. Our heavenly Father is big enough for us to ask the hardest of questions. I remember some useful advice from one of my theology professors. He said, “When you find a passage in the Bible that rubs you the wrong way, mark that passage so that you can come back to it. It could be that God may want to expand your view of him through that passage.”

Esau McCaulley captures this posture of trust well. Instead of dismissing the Bible when something difficult emerges, he says, “I propose . . . that we adopt the posture of Jacob and refuse to let go of the text until it blesses us.”2 What a wonderful posture of trust!




FAMILY

In addition to trust, valuing family should spring from a childlike posture. I’m not talking about valuing your biological family (though you should value them too!). I’m talking about God’s family, including God’s children from across all times, generations, and cultures.

Being part of God’s family should help us see that our own vantage point is limited. We need the insights of our sisters and brothers and spiritual fathers and mothers to understand God’s Word and see what we might be missing. Here are a few examples of this.

My expertise is in Isaiah, so I have preached, taught, and written on one of its most famous passages, Isaiah 6. This is when Isaiah has a vision of God and says, “In the year king Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on the throne, high and exalted.” I had never, however, thought to ask how it is possible for Isaiah, who is human, to see God, who is spirit, until I read Thomas Aquinas’s (1200s) commentary on Isaiah. Aquinas’s interests expanded my horizon to ponder the wonders of how it would be possible for a human to see God.



Reception history explores how biblical texts have been received and interpreted in writing, art, and music in various cultures and across history.





Another example. I had been teaching Ruth for years in the pulpit and classroom, in English and in Hebrew. I felt like I had a great grasp of its message—that was until I heard my colleague Dr. M. Daniel Carroll R. say, “I don’t know how anyone can possibly read Ruth or Esther and not think about immigration.”

Honestly, I hadn’t connected the dots before. All of a sudden, tons of aspects in Ruth came into view simply by being alert to immigration. You see, Danny is not only a brilliant scholar, but he is half Guatemalan and spent many years living in Guatemala. He could see things I could not because of his life experiences.

Another example comes from a conversation with the Rev. Dr. Charlie Dates. A simple observation from Pastor Dates helped to explode a false dichotomy. He said, “We [the Black Church] are far more conservative and orthodox theologically than the White Church. But when people see us involved in social issues they assume we are liberal theologically. Here’s the thing, Andy: we haven’t had the luxury of separating our pursuit of pure doctrine from the urgent need for social action.” All of a sudden I could see how my own context’s focus on reading the Bible for right doctrine had caused us to miss the Bible’s corresponding interest in social action. The two aren’t mutually exclusive! Hearing Pastor Dates’s perspective helped to widen my understanding of Scripture. The more alert we are to the perspectives of brothers and sisters in our family the more we will be able to hear the fullness of what God’s Word is communicating.






OEBPS/Text/nav.xhtml

    
      Sommaire


      
        		
          Cover
        


        		
          Title Page
        


        		
          Dedication
        


        		
          Contents
        


        		
          Foreword: Charlie Dates
        


        		
          Acknowledgments
        


        		
          Prologue
        


        		
          Step 1: Posture
        


        		
          Step 2: Flow
        


        		
          Step 3A: Context—Historical
        


        		
          Step 3B: Context—Book
        


        		
          Step 4: Whole Bible
        


        		
          Step 5: Savor God
        


        		
          Step 6: Faithful Response
        


        		
          Epilogue
        


        		
          Appendix 1: Word Study
        


        		
          Appendix 2: Six-Step Journal Template
        


        		
          Notes
        


        		
          Scripture Index
        


        		
          Praise for Savoring Scripture
        


        		
          About the Author
        


        		
          More Titles from InterVarsity Press
        


        		
          Copyright
        


      


    
    
      Pagination de l'édition papier


      
        		
          I
        


        		
          II
        


        		
          IX
        


        		
          X
        


        		
          XI
        


        		
          XIII
        


        		
          XV
        


        		
          XVI
        


        		
          XVII
        


        		
          XVIII
        


        		
          XIX
        


        		
          XX
        


        		
          XXI
        


        		
          XXII
        


        		
          1
        


        		
          2
        


        		
          3
        


        		
          4
        


        		
          5
        


        		
          6
        


        		
          7
        


        		
          8
        


        		
          9
        


        		
          10
        


        		
          11
        


        		
          12
        


        		
          13
        


        		
          14
        


        		
          15
        


        		
          16
        


        		
          17
        


        		
          18
        


        		
          19
        


        		
          20
        


        		
          21
        


        		
          22
        


        		
          23
        


        		
          24
        


        		
          25
        


        		
          26
        


        		
          27
        


        		
          28
        


        		
          29
        


        		
          30
        


        		
          31
        


        		
          32
        


        		
          33
        


        		
          34
        


        		
          35
        


        		
          36
        


        		
          37
        


        		
          38
        


        		
          39
        


        		
          40
        


        		
          41
        


        		
          42
        


        		
          43
        


        		
          44
        


        		
          45
        


        		
          46
        


        		
          47
        


        		
          48
        


        		
          50
        


        		
          51
        


        		
          52
        


        		
          53
        


        		
          54
        


        		
          55
        


        		
          56
        


        		
          57
        


        		
          58
        


        		
          60
        


        		
          61
        


        		
          62
        


        		
          63
        


        		
          64
        


        		
          65
        


        		
          67
        


        		
          68
        


        		
          69
        


        		
          70
        


        		
          71
        


        		
          73
        


        		
          74
        


        		
          75
        


        		
          76
        


        		
          77
        


        		
          78
        


        		
          79
        


        		
          80
        


        		
          81
        


        		
          82
        


        		
          83
        


        		
          84
        


        		
          85
        


        		
          86
        


        		
          87
        


        		
          88
        


        		
          89
        


        		
          90
        


        		
          91
        


        		
          92
        


        		
          93
        


        		
          94
        


        		
          95
        


        		
          96
        


        		
          97
        


        		
          98
        


        		
          99
        


        		
          100
        


        		
          101
        


        		
          102
        


        		
          103
        


        		
          104
        


        		
          105
        


        		
          106
        


        		
          107
        


        		
          108
        


        		
          109
        


        		
          110
        


        		
          111
        


        		
          112
        


        		
          113
        


        		
          114
        


        		
          115
        


        		
          116
        


        		
          117
        


        		
          118
        


        		
          119
        


        		
          120
        


        		
          121
        


        		
          122
        


        		
          123
        


        		
          124
        


        		
          125
        


        		
          126
        


        		
          127
        


        		
          128
        


        		
          129
        


        		
          130
        


        		
          131
        


        		
          132
        


        		
          133
        


        		
          134
        


        		
          135
        


        		
          136
        


        		
          137
        


        		
          138
        


        		
          139
        


        		
          140
        


        		
          141
        


        		
          142
        


        		
          143
        


        		
          144
        


        		
          145
        


        		
          146
        


        		
          147
        


        		
          148
        


        		
          149
        


        		
          150
        


        		
          151
        


        		
          152
        


        		
          153
        


        		
          154
        


        		
          155
        


        		
          156
        


        		
          157
        


        		
          158
        


        		
          159
        


        		
          160
        


        		
          161
        


        		
          162
        


        		
          163
        


        		
          164
        


        		
          165
        


        		
          166
        


        		
          167
        


        		
          168
        


        		
          169
        


        		
          170
        


        		
          171
        


        		
          172
        


        		
          173
        


        		
          174
        


        		
          175
        


        		
          176
        


        		
          177
        


        		
          178
        


      


    
    
      Guide


      
        		
          Cover
        


        		
          Savoring Scripture
        


        		
          Start of content
        


        		
          Scripture Index
        


        		
          Contents
        


      


    


OEBPS/Images/pagetitre.jpg
Savoring -\

Scripture A Six-Step
Guide to
Studying
the Bible

FOREWORD BY
Charlie Dates

Andrew Abernethy

An imprint of InterVarsity Press
Downers Grove, lllinois





OEBPS/Images/image_1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
% Andrew

Abernethy
§ &
5 @’

'9’4

Savoring |

A Six-Step
. Guide to
Scripture Studying

the Bible





