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PREFATORY NOTE

The Charter herein reproduced was copied from David Laing's volume,
published in 1866, by the Bannatyne Club, Edinburgh, and has been
compared with copies which have appeared at various times in other
publications. In checking the original and the translation, the
invaluable assistance of Professor David Duff, M.A., University of
Toronto, was cheerfully given, and I have also to acknowledge with
thanks my indebtedness to the technical staff of the Ontario Department
of Mines for supervision in the preparation of map No. 3, page 21.

A. F.

Toronto, 1921.
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Sir William Alexander, Earl of Stirling



NOVA SCOTIA:

THE ROYAL CHARTER OF 1621

By Colonel Alexander Fraser, LL.D.

The study of historical origins rarely lacks in interest. In so far
only, as we are able to study the development of a country from its
beginning and through the various stages of its growth, can we obtain a
true and adequate historic perspective of it. In the Royal Charter
granted in 1621 to Sir William Alexander lies the origin of Nova Scotia
as a Province, and of its name. On the conditions leading up to this
grant, and consequent upon it, as well as on the Charter itself, I have
been asked to give you, this evening, a short address.

At the outset a few words are due to the grantee of the Charter, whose
name is perpetuated in the threefold character of statesman, colonizer,
and man of letters. Only the other day the first volume of a new edition
of his poems appeared from the Manchester University Press under the
able editorship of Kastner and Charlton. In neither character, however,
did he achieve first-rate distinction; nevertheless, time and
circumstance combine to preserve his name to the world, while his
connection with Canada will be of perennial interest.

William Alexander was born at Menstrie, a small property beautifully
situated in the parish of Logie, near the famous Ochil Hills, between
four and five miles distant from the historic town of Stirling. The date
of his birth is uncertain. It has been placed at 1567, 1580 and more
recently at 1570. The family was reputed to be of ancient lineage
deriving from the Macdonalds of the Isles through the MacAllisters of
Loup, Argyllshire. This is doubted by Laing, and having regard to the
tendency in those times to construct fanciful genealogies, the caveat
may be justifiable; on the other hand, the careful historians of Clan
Donald concede the MacAllister descent. A sentimental interest would
thus attach to the early connection of Macdonald blood with Nova Scotia
now so largely inhabited by the descendants of the Highland clans. The
Alexanders were of the class known as the smaller barons who held their
lands of the great crown vassals. Their hereditary patrons were the
Earls of Argyll, and William Alexander, having passed through the
grammar school of Stirling (Thomas Buchanan, a nephew of the celebrated
George Buchanan, being rector), and through either St. Andrews or
Glasgow University (both are mentioned) and Leyden, travelled abroad in
France, Spain and Italy with the young Earl of Argyll—afterwards a
powerful Scottish noble—who later introduced him to Court. He was
appointed tutor to Prince Henry of Scotland, and before long won the
personal favour of King James.

Nowhere was the expected death of the eccentric Elizabeth awaited with
more interested anxiety than in Scotland in whose ancient royal house
lay the succession to the English throne. James, more eccentric than the
English Queen and almost equally famous, was feverishly waiting for the
news, and when he crossed the border (in 1603), many of his countrymen
were in his train, among them the poet-tutor of Prince Henry.

James' accession touched two great eras in British history. The
full-orbed splendour of the Elizabethan age was lingering in the west,
and the rosy-fingered dawn of the epochal seventeenth century gleamed
above its glorified eastern horizon. The genius of Milton and
Shakespeare reigned over the republic of letters; the chivalry of Sidney
and Raleigh still touched the imagination of fashionable men and women;
Drake, Cavendish and Gilbert gave zest and ardour to maritime
enterprise; and the wealth of Ormus and of Ind waited on the galleons of
the awakening nations; while the skill of the master-artists in
political intrigue was exercised under the influence of the dominant
Cecil, and was already taking the form of what was to be a binding
tradition. Into this current of affairs, in the vigour of mature
manhood, Alexander was drawn, with exceptional opportunities of
observing and learning. He learned well. His rise in London was rapid.
He became a gentleman extraordinary of Prince Henry's private chamber;
Master of the Household and received, in 1609, the honour of Knighthood.
The Prince died in 1612 and in the year following Alexander was selected
to be one of the Gentlemen Ushers of the Presence to Prince Charles,
afterwards Charles I., and in 1614 was appointed to the difficult and
onerous office of Master of Requests, the duties of which brought him
into delicate and close relations with not a few of his influential
fellow-countrymen. With some of them he made useful friendships which he
turned to account when his most promising opportunity arrived. Meanwhile
he retained the goodwill of his sovereign, who appreciated his literary
pursuits, collaborated with him in a metrical version of the psalms of
David, and reposed in him an implicit confidence.

The great movement of the time was the plantation of overseas colonies.
It began in the reign of Elizabeth, who granted to Sir Humphrey Gilbert
and Sir Walter Raleigh patents of discovery and colonization resulting
in the nominal acquisition of North Carolina and Virginia, and the new
century was ushered in by Gosnold's eventful voyage. Then came the
Virginian Charters and the beginning of the rills that with increasing
and accumulating flow marked the expansion of England into the great
empire over which floats our own flag to-day. These throbbings of
ambition stand to the credit of the great Englanders of the seventeenth
century, but it is only fair to state that the first Stuart King of
England, "the wisest fool in Europe," understood, appreciated and
effectively encouraged the commercial and colonizing aspirations of his
enterprising subjects, and that without his unfailing interest some of
the great opportunities of the time might have been diverted or missed.
Before the close of 1620 the patent for New England was issued, and the
Mayflower Compact, extending from the 40th to the 48th degree of North
latitude and westward from the Atlantic to the Pacific Oceans, was
signed and sealed at Cape Cod.
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North American savage supporter as depicted by armorial artists.
Edinburgh early 17th Century

Alexander's confidential position at court enabled him to become
familiar with, and to form a favourable estimate of, these projects and
consequently, when he was consulted by the King as to the removal of the
French, who had been dispersed by Captain Argall from Port Royal—within
New England territory—he saw the possibilities of the situation, and
conceived the idea of founding a Scottish settlement in the new world.
Already there were in existence New Spain, New France, New Holland, New
England; why not a New Scotland? "Fertile in device and expert in
execution, and of an unswerving tenacity of purpose," as he has been
described by Charles Rogers, he lost no time to give his idea practical
effect. In this resolve he was encouraged by Captain John Mason,
Governor of Newfoundland, who had acquired a knowledge of the unsettled
and conjested conditions in the islands and on the west coast of
Scotland, when associated with Bishop Knox in suppressing lawlessness
arising from clan feuds in these parts, and by Ferdinando Gorges,
Governor of New Plymouth, who had had experience in colonization, and
through whose influence later on the Charter rights of the New England
Company over Acadia were surrendered to permit a re-grant of the lands
to Alexander. To these circumstances Nova Scotia owes both its origin
and its historical connection with Scotland, which has stood, and
stands, for so much in the spiritual and material welfare of the
Province. While Alexander's scheme was designed primarily to further his
own fortune, it does not necessarily follow that he was devoid of
patriotic motives, or that he was indifferent to the benefits which
ought to acrue to his native land from a flourishing overseas
colony. He purposed to provide an outlet for Scottish enterprise for the
advantage and the credit of Scotland; hence, the name, "New Scotland."
King James viewed Alexander's application with favour. The King had
singular and consistent faith in colonizing as a means of increasing the
national prosperity; and in so far as it might provide new industries
and new opportunities for labour, he believed in its power as a
civilizing agency. An interesting event in his Scottish reign, in this
latter respect, was his attempt to restore and maintain law and order in
the Hebridean Isles. In the year 1598 he granted the forfeited lands of
the Lewis, Harris, Dunvegan and Glenelg to an Association of Lowland
gentlemen (known popularly as the "Fife Adventurers"), for the purpose
of reducing the turbulent clans to obedience to the laws, by furnishing
to the people peaceful, industrial employment. The methods of carrying
the project into effect rather than the demerit of the conception, may
have caused its failure, but the failure of repeated efforts did not
weaken James' confidence. The tenacity with which they held to opinions
formed in youth by the precept of tutor or by the example of parent was
a striking characteristic of the last four Stuart kings. They counted no
price too high, no violation of good faith too base if such would
promote and establish the principles they conscientiously entertained
and in which they believed, whether pertaining to Church or State. In
this, indeed, they were conspicuously true to the Scottish type, whether
of the persecuted or the persecuting class; alternately coercing or
resisting, as the case for the moment might be.

After his accession to the English crown James found fields in America
more promising than those he had essayed in the Hebrides, and therefore,
in complying with Sir William Alexander's request, he had the double
satisfaction of gratifying a friend and of once more indulging in a
favourite policy. The application was made direct to the King, who, in
turn, recommended it to the Lord Chancellor and Privy Council of
Scotland in terms that left no doubt as to the royal will. The form of
the King's letter is in itself an interesting thing. After the formal
salutation and greeting it proceeds, in part:—

Having ever been ready to embrace any good occasion whereby the
honour or profit of our Kingdom may be advanced, and considering
that no kind of conquest can be more easy and innocent than that
which proceeds from plantations specially in a country commodious
for men to live in, yet remaining altogether desert or at least
only inhabited by infidels the conversion of whom to the Christian
faith (intended by this means) might tend much to the glory of
God—considering how populous our Kingdom (Scotland) is at this
present and the necessity that idle people should be employed,
preventing worse courses—there are many that might be spared, of
minds as resolute and of bodies as able to overcome the
difficulties that such adventures must at first encounter—the
enterprise doth crave the transportation of nothing but only men,
women, cattle, and victuals, and not of money, and may give a good
return of a new trade at this time when traffic is so much decayed.
Therefore we have the more willingly hearkened to Sir William
Alexander who has made choice of lands lying between New England
and Newfoundland, both the Governors whereof have encouraged him
thereunto.
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