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               The crystal tumbler the Du Mauriers inherited from their French ancestor
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            We … like to see what our sires and grandsires were like, and our grand-dams when they were young. Our descendants will probably like to see us – just as we are.

            George Du Maurier, ‘The Illustrating of Books. From the Serious Artist’s Point of View’ II, The Magazine of Art, September 1890

         

         Daphne Du Maurier traced her quest to discover her French ancestors’ story to ‘sometime long after the [Second World] War’ when, because she was married and had more room in her house than her sisters, her late father’s furniture was shipped to her in Cornwall.1

         Gerald Du Maurier’s belongings included a shabby leather case containing ‘the family Luck’: a crystal tumbler engraved with the fleur-de-lys and bearing the arms of King Louis XV.

         Daphne remembered the Luck from her childhood, when it was taken out of its case and displayed on special occasions. According to family tradition, the Du Mauriers’ émigré ancestor, a gentleman glass-blower, had made the tumbler at the family glassworks in Anjou, now destroyed. Gerald inherited the glass from his father George, the émigré’s grandson, and now it had come to George’s granddaughter, Daphne.

         When she then looked through George Du Maurier’s bureau, which she had also inherited, Daphne discovered an important clue to the past: a ten-page letter headed ‘Busson family’, handwritten in French by Sophie Duval née Busson, telling the story of her parents and her brothers and sisters. Another hand had scored through some of the more interesting details concerning Sophie’s eldest brother, the émigré. Daphne began piecing together the story of the black sheep of the Busson family, who immigrated to London during the French Revolution and added the suffix ‘Du Maurier’ to his surname. She ended up making several trips to central-western France to verify the information given in the letter and to try to find out more.
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               Endpapers of the Doubleday edition of The Glass-Blowers

            

         

         Accompanied by her younger sister Jeanne and by Jeanne’s companion Noël Welch, Daphne made the first of these trips in October 1955. She and her friend Ronald Armstrong, a retired diplomat with a fluent command of French, also spent a few days carrying out research in Tours.

         Daphne found the villages and former sites of glass factories that were mentioned in Sophie’s letter, including the modest Le Maurier farmhouse on the estate of Chérigny in Chenu where her émigré ancestor was born. She also visited the château Du Maurier in La Fontaine-Saint-Martin, which had once belonged to the Aubéry Du Maurier family. The current owner was away at the time but they corresponded and Daphne learned he was a former president of the Maine Historical and Archaeological Society. Subsequent to her visit, he had published an article on the Du Mauriers’ descent from glass-blowers in Sarthe, specifying that their suffix came from the Maurier farmhouse at Chérigny rather than from his château, about 30 km away.2

         After her trip Daphne wrote to her friend Oriel Malet that ‘I simply adored it, and adored all my part of the country, Sarthe and the Loir-et-Cher, and I found all the places of my forebears, birth and death certificates as well, and the proper real Maurier and everything, which was so exciting. Jeanne and Noël were very nice to be with….’3

         When, several years later, she began writing The Glass-Blowers, Daphne decided to open it with a prologue. Sophie Duval meets her English nephew, informs him that his late father was an ‘incorrigible farceur’ and that Le Maurier was only a farmhouse, gives the crystal tumbler to her great-nephew George and promises to send him an account of family history.4 Daphne explained the structure of her novel in a letter to Oriel,

         
            I shall make it be told by my old Gt.gt.gt.-Aunt person, to her nephew (my great-grandfather), who had been born in London during the Revolution, and came back to France, wanting to know about his family, and his father etc. (all this is true!). He gets a shock when he finds out that they were all for the new régime, and not aristocrats at all! This will happen in a sort of avant-propos [foreword], and the first chapter will be the old aunt talking, as though to a nephew, as she tells the whole story of what they were and so on.5

         

         Daphne had discovered Sophie’s letter, and she endorsed Sophie’s demystification of family history by making her the narrator of this fleshed-out version of the Bussons’ story.

         Just one uncertainty remained: George Du Maurier had inherited both the crystal tumbler and his great-aunt Sophie’s bowdlerised letter. He had even annotated the margins of the letter, proudly indicating his relationship to the French ancestors named, and signing his additions.

         More problematically, he had also written a novel based partly on French family history, whose tone was anything but demystificatory. Daphne commented to Oriel:

         
            One terribly wants to get at the truth. Which is why I want to know so desperately how my Bussons lived, instead of being content to Gondal [imagine] them. It must be something to do with the age we live in. Imagination, yes, but so that you use it to perceive the past, and relive it.

            I have been looking into my grandfather’s Peter Ibbetson again, and it’s queer how he had these same feelings about forebears that I have – an almost agonized interest – and how part of his dream in the book was to become them in the past, and how they became him in the future. I can’t think why he did not go out to Sarthe and find out about them truly, instead of Gondaling them, for they are there, in embryo, in Peter Ibbetson, but he has Gondalled them wrong – making them aristocrats instead of bourgeois – I s’pose a natural Victorian reluctance to be a bit honky!6

         

         Daphne was entirely right to sense that her grandfather shared her ‘almost agonized interest’ in their forebears, and that the main ones are indeed ‘there, in embryo,’ in his first novel Peter Ibbetson.

         However, on at least the two occasions that he relates in The Martian, the last of his three semi-autobiographical novels, George Du Maurier had in fact gone ‘out to Sarthe and [found] out about [his forebears] truly’. When he was about thirteen he spent his summer holiday with his great-aunt Sophie, in the last years of her life, and had every opportunity to conclude that she, her son and his family were bourgeois, not aristocrats. As an adult in the 1870s, he also made a second trip to Sarthe.

         In Ibbetson, George Du Maurier made his fictional alter ego’s ancestors aristocrats instead of bourgeois because his purpose was to explore the psychosexual underpinnings of the aristocratic fantasy that he perceived as common to both branches of his family tree: the maternal English branch as well as the paternal French one. Where Daphne Du Maurier unmasked her French forefather as an ‘incorrigible farceur’, in Ibbetson George Du Maurier took the opposite approach and magnified the family trait of folie des grandeurs to an extreme.7

         In the manner of a dream, George’s hero’s so-called pedigree consists in a wildly impossible conflation of a handful of borrowings from Sophie Duval’s historically accurate letter, with geographical, historical and literary references to unrelated aristocratic figures. Significantly, Peter and his female alter ego Mary only discover the pedigree – and their kinship – in the novel’s final section, which takes place after Peter has been sentenced to death for parricide, and in the climax of his and Mary’s joint ‘true dream’.8

         The last page of Peter Ibbetson alerts the reader that the ‘voluminous and hastily penned reminiscences’ that make up the novel were written ‘in the cipher [Peter and Mary] invented together in [their] dream’.9 George Du Maurier signals that his novel must be unravelled, translated and put in order – in a word, deciphered – before it is possible to glimpse its hidden meaning and, in particular, his interpretation of family history.

         In the course of her career Daphne Du Maurier wrote four family histories: Gerald: A Portrait (1934), The Du Mauriers (1937), Mary Anne (1954) and The Glass-Blowers (1963). Peter Ibbetson’s cast of characters already included the principal protagonists of The Du Mauriers, Mary Anne and The Glass-Blowers, and in more than embryonic form. Yet, because George Du Maurier wrote his first novel in a cipher, these figures are disguised to the extent that readers – including Daphne – have not identified them, nor have the biographers working in Daphne’s wake. The historian who wants to get at the truth, as Daphne Du Maurier put it, to portray the Du Mauriers just as they were, in George Du Maurier’s phrase, must therefore revisit the five generations that span from the émigré to Daphne, comparing their representations in various periods and from various points of view.

         My book tells the Du Mauriers’ story from the beginning, adding new information and also attempting to remove some of the veneer that has accumulated. Chapter One summarises what researchers have discovered about Mathurin-Robert Busson, who immigrated to London in 1789 and added the suffix ‘Du Maurier’, subsequent to his portrayal in The Glass-Blowers. Leaving his second wife and their six young children in London, he returned to France in the last years of his life and died there.

         Chapter Two focuses on the émigré’s three surviving children, who also returned to Europe at the Restoration. Mathurin-Robert’s oldest son Jacques-Louis settled in Hamburg, while his daughter Louise and his younger son Louis-Mathurin, a talented singer and aspiring inventor, both married in Paris: their spouses came from highly colourful British families who had their own reasons for living in France. Considerable new historical information has come to light since Daphne’s The Du Mauriers, Mary Anne and The Glass-Blowers, and Paul Berry’s By Royal Appointment: A Biography of Mary Ann [sic] Clarke, Mistress of the Duke of York (1970).

         In the context of Daphne Du Maurier’s writings on her grandfather and Leonee Ormond’s biography (1969), I devote the third and longest chapter to George Du Maurier’s life. My chapter pays close attention to his portrayal of his early years in Passy in Ibbetson and The Martian, his Quartier Latin year in Trilby, his subsequent stays in Belgium and Germany, and his definitive return to London in The Martian; and also to the autobiographical aspects of his weekly Punch cartoons.

         Two biographers have focused on Gerald Du Maurier: Daphne in Gerald: A Portrait and ‘The Matinée Idol’ (1973), and James Harding in Gerald Du Maurier: The Last Actor-Manager (1989). Gerald also figures in the memoirs of his daughters Angela and Daphne – It’s Only the Sister (1951), Old Maids Remember (1965) and Growing Pains: The Shaping of a Writer (1977) – as well as in the memoirs of many of the actors who worked with him. Although Gerald was not a writer, he occupied a pivotal position between two authors of family history novels – his father and his daughter – and I will attempt to determine what he did and did not transmit.

         Thanks to a variety of sources, not only her own memoir Growing Pains, but also Letters from Menabilly (1993) edited by her friend Oriel Malet, her biography by Margaret Forster (1993) and Jane Dunn’s Daphne Du Maurier and her Sisters (2013), Daphne’s story is by far the most familiar to readers today. Chapter Five begins after Gerald Du Maurier’s death in 1934 and discusses the four volumes of family history his daughter went on to write.

         Finally, Chapter Six returns to Ibbetson to decipher George Du Maurier’s hidden interpretation of family history and then briefly considers the extent to which Trilby and The Martian express the same underlying fantasy.
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            CHAPTER ONE

            MATHURIN-ROBERT BUSSON,

THE FIRST DU MAURIER
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            This young man had a charming appearance. He had blond hair, blue eyes, an elegant turn of mind and he had been raised with great care. His life was stormy and somewhat adventurous.

            Sophie Duval, extract from her letter headed ‘Busson family’10

         

         The Du Mauriers were originally called Busson, a fairly common surname in central-western France. Their forefather, Mathurin-Robert Busson, was born on 7 September 1749 in the village of Chenu – also called Saint-Martin-de-Chenu – in the province of Anjou (the village is at the southern extremity of what is now the Department of Sarthe). Mathurin-Robert’s mother, Madeleine Labbé, was the daughter of a huissier royal (bailiff) from the neighbouring village of Saint-Christophe-en-Touraine, now known as Saint-Christophe-sur-le-Nais.11

         A century after Mathurin-Robert’s birth, in the last years of her life, his younger sister Sophie wrote two letters on family history for the benefit of her brother’s English descendants. In one of them she devoted an affectionate but frustratingly brief footnote to a description of their mother: ‘She was a superb woman, hardy, with a masculine character. She was nicknamed la reine de Hongrie [the queen of Hungary].’12

         Despite what Daphne Du Maurier wrote in The Glass-Blowers, Madeleine Labbé’s husband, the glass-blower Mathurin Busson, would not have been a childhood acquaintance.13 Sophie’s letters fail to mention her father’s birthplace, which was the same as her own: the village of Coudrecieux in Maine (also now in Sarthe), 30 km east of Le Mans and 50 km north of Chenu. Their Busson ancestors had lived there since at least the time of the first parish registers in the sixteenth century.

         Mathurin Busson and Madeleine Labbé

         Mathurin, born in 1720, and his brother Michel, born in 1722, lost their mother, the former Anne Tourneboeuf, in early childhood. Their father, Mathurin senior, was a journeyman hemp weaver who died just as the marquis du Luart – the Lord of Coudrecieux – received royal authorisation to create a glass factory on his estate of La Pierre (literally, the stone). The name of the estate and glass factory was said to refer to a megalith nearby.

         The glass factory would employ the Busson brothers and many others. The boys’ grandfather, Julien Busson III, had been a master carpenter. After the younger Mathurin learned the trade of glass-blowing in the first years of La Pierre, his employer Henri de Cherbon – the gentilhomme verrier (gentleman glass-blower) who leased the foundry – sent him, in succession, to the three other similar operations that he directed in his native Anjou.

         Mathurin Busson went first to the Vaujours glass factory in the defunct village of Chouzé-le-Sec (now part of the town of Château-la-Vallière) and then on to the newly founded Chérigny glass factory in Chenu. Mathurin married Madeleine Labbé in 1747 in Saint-Christophe; their marriage contract states that the bride received 100 livres from her parents (her inheritance from her late mother) for her bridal gown; the groom brought 800 livres (including 500 louis d’or).14

         The Bussons lived on the estate of Chérigny in the farmhouse Le Maurier, not far from the foundry. Their first child was named Mathurin after his father and grandfather, and Robert after his godfather Robert Brossard, a master glass-blower; his godmother was Madeleine Labbé’s sister, Anne.

         The modest farmhouse Le Maurier – which is still part of the Chérigny estate, a short walk from the pigeonnier (dovecote), the foundry and the château – is the source of the suffix that Mathurin-Robert Busson would add to his surname after immigrating to England in the Revolutionary period, and that his English descendants would make famous. In 1752 Mathurin-Robert’s brother, Pierre, was also born at Le Maurier.

         In The Glass-Blowers, Daphne Du Maurier described Mathurin-Robert’s dominant personality trait as folie des grandeurs, and imagined it had its origin in his petting and fondling by the young marquise de Cherbon at the château de Chérigny.15 In fact, Henri de Cherbon was not a marquis, and the young M. and Mme de Cherbon – Henri’s nephew and his wife – were not living at Chérigny in this period.
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               Le Maurier, a farmhouse on the estate of Chérigny. The glass-factory can be seen to the left of the château

            

         

         However, Robert Brossard, Mathurin Busson’s associate and Mathurin-Robert’s godfather, was himself the grandson of a gentilhomme verrier, and he may have had some influence on his godson. Brossard’s father, a glass merchant in Le Mans, also called Robert Brossard, was the illegitimate son of Robert de Brossard, sieur de l’Aire du Bois, and his servant, of La Lande-sur-Eure in the Perche region.
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               From inside the glass-factory, a view of Chérigny’s dovecote

            

         

         The Brossards were one of the four most prominent French families of gentilshommes verriers, and said to descend from a royal mistress. In the last years of his life Robert Brossard directed a glass factory in Apremont-sur-Allier in the Berry region, where he remarried and restored the particle to his name.

         Returning to the Bussons, from the farmhouse Le Maurier on the estate of Chérigny the family travelled about 30 km further south to the original Cherbon glass factory in Continvoir; Mathurin’s brother Michel, a glass engraver, joined them from Coudrecieux. The two brothers and their respective families then relocated to Vaujours, where Mathurin and Madeleine’s first daughter was born, and named for her mother.

         In 1756 the Busson brothers left Henri de Cherbon’s employ, to lease the La Brûlonnerie glass factory, over 70 km northeast of Vaujours near the village of Busloup, in the Vendômois region. The brothers took over the management of the foundry from Étienne de Menou, a Protestant gentilhomme verrier who let La Brûlonnerie because he knew he was dying. Mathurin Busson’s third son, Michel, was born in Busloup and shortly thereafter his brother Michel, the glass engraver, died there.16

         Mathurin-Robert was eleven in 1760, when his father and two associates – Louis Demeré from Château-la-Vallière and Eloy LeRiche from La Ville-aux-Clercs, near Busloup – signed a nine-year lease of the La Pierre castle and glass factory in Coudrecieux – where Mathurin Busson had been born and where he first learned his trade.

         One can only imagine the reactions of Mathurin Busson’s relatives and friends when, at the age of forty, he returned to his place of birth and resided in the château as master of the glass factory, for he was not a nobleman but simply the son of a journeyman weaver and the grandson of a master carpenter. Perhaps growing up at the château de La Pierre played a role in his eldest son’s folie des grandeurs.

         The Bussons’ two youngest children, their daughters Sophie and Edmé, were born in Coudrecieux. By the end of the lease Mathurin Busson’s two associates had died. He signed a second nine-year lease, so that he and his family spent a total of eighteen years there.

         During his last years at La Pierre, Mathurin Busson put his eldest son in charge of the Montmirail glass factory in the village of Le Plessis-Dorin, about 20 km north of Coudrecieux.

         Sophie Duval’s account of her brother’s early years

         The only first-hand account of Mathurin-Robert describes his life in the years leading up to the Revolution. For his sister Sophie survived her siblings and, when she was in her eighties, met one of her ‘English’ nephews: Mathurin-Robert’s son Louis-Mathurin, the father of George Du Maurier. In what would appear to be an expression of his own folie des grandeurs, Louis-Mathurin scored through certain passages of Sophie’s letters; these have been placed in brackets here.

         After describing her brother in the passage excerpted as epigraph above, Sophie began her anecdotes concerning him as follows, referring to herself in the third person:

         
            Without his father’s knowledge, Mathurin-Robert had joined the Arquebusiers, an officers’ corps that only served at the château for three months a year. Thus his father believed he was at the glass factory whilst he was actually performing his service for the King.

            Having travelled to Paris with his daughter Sophie, today the widow of M. Duval, M. Busson the father stopped to talk to one of his merchants in the rue St-Honoré. All of a sudden a young officer appeared who, upon seeing M. Busson, made a pirouette, jumped over a stream and distanced himself rapidly. M. Busson, who had noticed him, was completely dumbfounded and said to his interlocutor: ‘If I did not know that my son was at the Montmirail glass factory, I would think I had recognised him in the person of the officer you just saw flee.’
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                  Charcoal drawing of the château de La Pierre, before its reconstruction in the nineteenth century

               

            

            It was indeed he, and Mlle Sophie Busson, the only one who was in his confidence, had actually recognised him, but she took pains not to enlighten her father regarding the conduct of the brother whom she loved so well and whom she had so many reasons to love, since it was to him alone that she owed the [knowledge she had acquired in grammar, geography, history, music, etc.]

            The day of the premiere of The Marriage of Figaro, the eldest Busson brother wanted his dear sister Sophie, who was due to leave Paris the following day, to attend the play. He took her to the theatre, and when he could not find a seat for her, he caught a glimpse of the Duke of Orleans alone in his box. Without communicating his idea to his sister, he approached the prince’s box, knocked on the door and made a Masonic sign. He explained his predicament to the Duke of Orleans and asked for a seat.17

            The prince presented his hand to Mlle Sophie and invited them both into his box. The curtain went up; the play began and ended without Mlle Sophie seeing or hearing anything, she was speechless at finding herself next to a person wearing a large blue ribbon, whom she took for the King, [and amidst great ladies in panniers and flounces.]18

            One day the eldest Busson brother gave a ball for the ladies of Chartres that cost him eighteen hundred francs; he made himself pass for an ambassador of Morocco. [Where did he take the money to provide for this expense and others? In the product of the cases of glassware that he sent to the Paris merchants.]

            M. Busson’s first wife was a very pretty Parisienne who brought him a dowry of one hundred thousand francs. He took the Rougemont glass factory, in the Department of Loir-et-Cher, [where he spent money madly and went through his wife’s dowry in a period of eleven months.]19

         

         Daphne Du Maurier expanded upon these amusing anecdotes in The Glass-Blowers: they contributed to her convincing depiction of Mathurin-Robert’s folie des grandeurs.

         Nonetheless, Sophie’s account contained a few inaccuracies; after all she was over eighty when she recorded her memories of events that occurred in her youth. Mathurin-Robert married his first wife Catherine Fiat, the daughter of a Parisian silk merchant, in Saint-Sauveur church in Paris on 21 July 1777. Their marriage contract mentions a dowry of 10,000 – not 100,000 – francs.

         The glass factory Mathurin-Robert acquired shortly before his marriage was not Rougemont but La Brûlonnerie in the Vendômois, which his father had leased from 1756 to 1760. He used his wife’s dowry to make the necessary improvements. In particular, Mathurin-Robert built a dam that still survives, although the site of the former glass factory is completely overgrown by forest. In 1800, Mathurin-Robert’s youngest brother Michel and youngest sister Edmé would use their inheritance from their mother to repurchase the rights to the La Brûlonnerie glass factory. They relocated it to the grounds of the nearby château de Rougemont; this probably explains Sophie’s reference to the latter.

         George Du Maurier apparently associated the Rougemont glass factory, located in the village of St-Jean-Froidmentel, with a local legend.20 Montigny-le-Gannelon, a more ancient castle, is situated on a bluff high above the Loir River, a few kilometres upstream. The Lord of Montigny is said to have returned from the Crusades to discover his wife was attempting to drown eight of her children, born during his absence, in the Loir. After rescuing the children, the lord punished his wife by ducking her in the Loir. On emerging from the river, the Lady of Montigny said ‘Froidmentel’ – suggesting froid manteau (cold cloak) – giving their name to the twin villages of St-Jean-Froidmentel and St-Claude-Froidmentel.

         From the provinces to Paris

         In March 1778, Mathurin-Robert Busson bought a boutique in Paris in the Palais-Royal with an evocative name – Le Lustre Royal – that sold objects made of crystal such as mirrors, chandeliers and jewellery. The same month he sold the La Brûlonnerie glass factory to the business associates Pierre Busson – his younger brother – and a M. Rouillon – the former owner of Le Lustre Royal.

         Eleven months later, in February 1779, the Parisian merchant repurchased Le Lustre Royal and rented La Brûlonnerie back to Mathurin-Robert, leaving him the option of buying it back within the next two years, if he had the means. At this point the young glassmaker had probably exhausted his wife’s dowry, since he sublet the glass factory to a M. Caumont, a Parisian upholsterer and valet du Roi (valet to the king) and his associates.

         In this same period Mathurin-Robert accepted a position at a glass factory in the village of Villeneuve-St-Georges, now one of the eastern suburbs of Paris. His daughter Élizabeth-Henriette was baptised there in September 1779. In March of the following year, Mathurin-Robert made the mistake that would eventually lead to his incarceration at the Prison de la Force.

         He bought the Villeneuve-St-Georges glass factory from its owner, paying 6,000 livres and mortgaging the La Brûlonnerie glass factory to guarantee the remainder of the purchase price. In so doing Mathurin-Robert forgot – or perhaps chose to overlook – the fact that he no longer owned La Brûlonnerie.

         Mathurin-Robert’s young daughter died in April, followed in June 1780 by his father, Mathurin Busson. Each of M. Busson’s six children received just over 12,000 livres from the estate, however Mathurin-Robert had already been given his share when he married. Mathurin Busson’s widow, the former Madeleine Labbé, stayed on at the Montmirail glass factory for several years after his death and managed it on behalf of her three youngest children, who were still minors. She then returned to her native Touraine.

         In her letter Sophie mentioned two other business associates of Mathurin-Robert in this period: they would appear to be Achille-Henri Cannet, a merchant from Amiens, and Vincent-Léon Cagnon, who had begun directing the La Pierre glass factory in Coudrecieux in 1780. Jacques-Mathurin, the only child from Mathurin-Robert’s first marriage to reach adulthood, was born in Paris on 17 April 1781.

         In the course of her research in France, Daphne Du Maurier came across a letter from Mathurin-Robert to M. de Montaran, Intendant de Commerce, in which he summarised his professional activities. Referring to himself in the third person, Mathurin-Robert wrote:

         
            The sieur Busson has the honour of informing you that, as the first Frenchman to have acquired the art of engraving crystal and to have formed the first glass foundries that existed in Paris in the years 1779 to 1780 and 1781, he has experienced various misfortunes caused by the enormous expenses of his associates of whom he has been the victim.

            Through the efforts he has made to repair his losses, in 1783 he obtained permission to establish a furnace in Versailles and was then informed of the competing intentions of the Manufacture de la Reine [Queen’s Manufactory] in Saint-Cloud, where he preferred to accept a position as first engraver.21

         

         As Sophie related in her letter, she visited her brother during his years in Paris and on 27 April 1784 they attended the premiere of Beaumarchais’s Marriage of Figaro.

         In August of the same year Mathurin-Robert and his wife had another son, born in Sèvres, outside Paris. He survived for only a little more than a year and when he died in October, his father had been interned at the Prison de la Force for three months. Mathurin-Robert was freed after serving nine months when his wife promised to pay 12,000 livres.

         By the time the prisoner was released, his former employers had moved their manufacture to Le Creusot in Burgundy. Mathurin-Robert explained his predicament in the letter cited above:

         
            Since this establishment has deprived the capital of its proximity, the aforesaid Sieur Busson begs for your powerful protection, Monseigneur, so that your permission will allow him to establish at least one furnace in one of the faubourgs of Paris, in order to satisfy the still pressing demands that are made to him daily by chemists, physicians, mathematicians, apothecaries, opticians, and generally all lovers of experiments leading to discoveries that are interesting for society.

            The aforesaid Sieur Busson, known for possessing from father to son and by practice every skill in the art of glass-blowing, has a shop at Number 255 Palais-Royal, and his laboratory on the rue Traversière where he continues to train pupils. In this position he dares to hope, Monseigneur, for your beneficence, in which case he will not delay to make use of all of his professional experience in this small establishment which will return to him the means to raise his large family and be useful to the views and the wisdom of government, always disposed to protect industry and to augment the resources of its citizens.22

         

         Mathurin-Robert’s reference to his large family suggests he and his wife had other surviving children in addition to Jacques-Mathurin. Sophie Busson evokes this period in another passage from her letter:

         
            [Later M. Busson set up a superb glass shop in the rue St-Honoré. It was there that he] lost his wife who died [from indigestion] after giving birth.

            The Revolution having arrived, he followed the example of the nobility and the clergy and immigrated to England, leaving his son with his maternal relatives.

         

         Mathurin-Robert left for England sometime after 5 December 1789, for on this date he signed a notarised act giving his address as Palais-Royal.

         Before leaving France, Mathurin-Robert remarried. According to the document cited below, the ceremony took place in May 1789 at the Parisian church of St-Roch on the rue St-Honoré. Mathurin-Robert’s second wife, the former Marie-Françoise Bruaire, accompanied him to London.

         The émigré life in London

         London did not have enough Catholic churches to accommodate the émigrés, and Marie-Françoise Busson’s first child, Robert, born on 28 February 1790, was baptised on 10 November at the Bavarian embassy chapel, now Our Lady of the Assumption and St Gregory, in Soho. Another son, Jacques-Louis, was born on 18 September 1792 but he was not baptised until he was twelve, as will be mentioned in the following chapter. Robert and Jacques-Louis’s sister, Louise, born on 18 February 1795, was also baptised in the embassy chapel on 15 June.

         The British government provided financial relief to the émigrés from 1794, and the Busson family – Robert, Marie-Françoise and their three children – appear in the Treasury Department records from April 1795.23 By the time the Bussons’ fourth child, Louis-Mathurin – the Du Mauriers’ forefather – was born on 17 November 1797, the émigrés had begun to have their own chapels. Louis-Mathurin was baptised on 21 November at the French chapel on Conway Street, Fitzroy Square.

         The baptism was recorded by J. Carissan, an émigré priest from Noyal-sur-Seiche in the diocese of Rennes, and witnessed by Carron the younger, also a priest, as well as the godparents and the father, who signed ‘Busson Du Maurier’. Louis-Mathurin’s godfather was Jean-Louis Caruel, a hosier and toy-man according to insurance records, originally from the Ardennes and who had married in Paris in 1786. When Caruel died in 1818, his address was given as Cleveland Street, Fitzroy Square.

         The author of The French Exiles, 1789–1815 provides the following information about the Abbé Carron:

         
            Born at Rennes in 1760, Guy-Toussaint-Julien Carron de la Carrière became a member of the Order of St Vincent de Paul. In 1792 he was imprisoned and deported with a convoy of two hundred and fifty other priests, landing with them in Jersey where he immediately resumed the work for which he had become distinguished in Rennes, beginning by founding a chapel and a school for orphan children.

            When he had to leave Jersey in 1796 the Abbé Carron came to London, settling first in Fitzroy Square, where he founded another chapel and a seminary for aspirants to Holy Orders. He also organised religious instruction for the children in the neighbourhood.

            Leaving these foundations to other hands to carry on, the Abbé Carron moved to Somers Town, where there was already a small chapel and where he found ample scope for his religious and charitable zeal, earning the gratitude of the émigrés for his selfless devotion to their interest and the admiration of the English, many of whom associated themselves with his work.24

         

         The baptismal register describes Louis-Mathurin as follows:

         
            … the son of Mathurin-Robert Busson Du Maurier, gentleman glass-blower, age fifty-two, born in the parish of Chenu, diocese of Angers, province of Anjou in France, and of Marie-Françoise Bruaire, age thirty-one, born in the parish of Dourdan, diocese of Orléans, also in France, and married in the church of Saint-Roch, city and diocese of Paris, in the month of May 1789.

         

         When his son Louis-Mathurin was born, Mathurin-Robert was not fifty-two but rather forty-eight, and as mentioned above he was a master glass-blower rather than a gentleman glass-blower. The entry cited above may also contain other inaccuracies.

         In 1962 Madeleine Fargeaud, the Sorbonne doctoral student Daphne Du Maurier had hired to assist her in archival research, wrote to the novelist that she could find no trace of Mathurin-Robert’s second marriage, nor of his wife’s birth in Dourdan:

         
            Just one mystery remains: not only is it certain that Mathurin-Robert did not marry Marie-Françoise Bruaire at St-Roch in May 1789 (otherwise the act would appear on the complete table of Parisian marriages that goes up to 1792) but, in addition … Marie-Françoise Bruaire was not born in Dourdan. The surname Bruaire does not appear on any act in Dourdan between 1755 and 1778. It is rather disconcerting!25

         

         Over half a century after Daphne Du Maurier carried out her research, mystery still surrounds the birth, marriage and death of Mathurin-Robert’s second wife. This important figure in family history is apparently destined to remain something of a question mark.

         Refugee relief records for 1798 list Robert Busson, master glassblower, his wife Françoise and an English domestic living at 24 Cleveland Street, Fitzroy Square. In the signature column one reads ‘At King’s Bench’.26 Few records concerning prisoners in this period survive, but Daphne Du Maurier’s research uncovered an entry for Robert Busson in the Discharge Book dated 1 December 1791.27 Then, when his son Louis-Mathurin was only a few months old, Mathurin-Robert served a second prison term.

         An entry in the Register concerns ‘Mr Busson Dumorier’:

         
            Committed 7 July 1798 for want of Bail upon a writ of Habeas Corpus directed to the Sheriff of Middlesex and by return it appears that on 28 June 1798 he was taken and under the said Sheriff’s custody determined by virtue of a bill of Middlesex [illegible] before the King at Westminster on Tuesday next after the Morrow of All Souls to answer George Carter in a plea of trespass and also to his bill for £135 upon premises….28 
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               Trade card of George Calton, Cut & Plain Glass Manufactory

            

         

         The prisoner was discharged on 7 February 1799.

         It seems that ‘George Carter’ was in fact George Calton, the proprietor of a cut and plain glass manufactory at 62 Great Marylebone Street, which would suggest Busson may have continued to exercise his trade in London. Refugee relief records for 1799 give the Bussons’ address as 14 Borough Road, St George’s Fields in Southwark, very close to King’s Bench prison.29

         The author of The French Exiles paints a bleak picture of life in St George’s Fields. Compared to the parish of St Marylebone, where the émigrés in the easiest circumstances lived, in this district ‘the face of emigration was very different, sadder, more serious and more austere’: 

         
            This was not the world of the Court but of the provinces, less frivolous and less gay, a living mosaic of French provincial life, made up of the lesser nobility of the robe and of the sword. It was composed of elderly officers and magistrates, of dowagers and widows, of young girls and venerable priests. Some of the émigrés lived with their femmes de chambre [chambermaids] and their menservants, of whom none received any wages but who still served their impoverished masters with devotion and affection.

            In this unfashionable quarter lodgings were even cheaper than in Somers Town and away from the Court émigrés there were no social embarrassments to be feared, only the embarrassment of living. Sickness, misery and madness stalked the humble streets of St George’s Fields, where people were sustained by pride in lieu of bread. In their wretched garrets their days were given up to melancholy reflection as each day brought news of a France which seemed to bear no resemblance to the country of their birth and which was yet, in spite of all the horror it now inspired, so dear.30

         

         From 1800 to 1802 the family’s address is given as 7 William Street – now called Whitgift Street – in Lambeth.31

         The baptismal records of the Bussons’ two youngest children, Adelaide and Guillaume, have not been found, but they were born after their father’s stay in King’s Bench.

         Return to Tours

         In 1803 the Bussons lived at 15 Mansfield Place – now called Holmes Road – in Kentish Town. The relief record is annotated with the observation that on 16 July 1803 the husband was in France; he was removed from the relief list on 1 August.32

         According to Sophie’s notes on the Busson family,

         
            M. Busson the elder took advantage of a truce to return to France, leaving his second wife and their children in London. He spent six months at Le Gué-de-l’Aunay with Madame Duval, his sister Sophie. War broke out once again between France and England. He took the course of going to Tours to found a maison d’éducation [boarding school]. He formed an association with his brother [Pierre] Busson Du Charme and died several years later, leaving regrets in Tours where he was greatly esteemed.

         

         After marrying, Pierre purchased a notary’s office in Le Mans and Sophie’s letter summarises his story as follows:

         
            He became a revolutionary, and in his republican probity and pride, he sacrificed his income to reimburse to his clients the sums that the Vendeans [royalist insurgents] had taken from them. He raised his children according to the ideology of Rousseau and did not educate them. One daughter only was brought up in the care of her uncle, M. Busson senior [Mathurin-Robert]. This young person, full of talent, died in the maison d’éducation her uncle had founded.33

         

         Out of an excess of revolutionary zeal, Pierre was eventually imprisoned twice in Le Mans, leaving his wife and children in pitiful circumstances.

         Two weeks after Pierre was finally acquitted, his mother died in her native St-Christophe-en-Touraine, and he and his pregnant wife and their family left Le Mans to return to his mother’s village. The Bussons’ last two children were born there, bringing the total number of their children to twelve, although only a few survived to adulthood. The poetic names of the three youngest – Martagon (martagon lily), Pivoine-Belle de Nuit (peony-nightshade) and Sarrazin (buckwheat) – were borrowed from the revolutionary calendar.
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               1803 entry concerning the Bussons in the refugee relief register

            

         

         Taking advantage of a new law, Pierre and his wife divorced, and he went on to become a schoolteacher in Sargé and then in Pezou, two villages in the vicinity of Vendôme. Pierre’s ex-wife was still living with him and he eventually lost his position due to complaints about their disorderly conduct. When Mathurin-Robert returned to France, his brother Pierre, after initially reacting in a rather hostile manner, must have been more than ready to collaborate in a new educational venture in Tours.

         It is possible to pinpoint the approximate date of Mathurin-Robert’s return, because on 24 October 1803 Pierre and his sisters filed a legal claim against their eldest brother. Madeleine had married Jacques-Michel Talbert, a glove merchant, and lived in Blois, and Sophie was the wife of François Duval, the son of an ironmaster. After Mme Busson died in Touraine, François Duval and his brother-in-law Michel Busson managed the Montmirail glass factory and led revolutionary activities in their district. When the goods of the clergy were sold, the Duvals bought and eventually relocated to a ruined abbey outside Vibraye, Sarthe (where young George Du Maurier visited them).

         Edmé, the youngest Busson, had also divorced her husband, François Paumard, and from 1799 to 1803 she and her brother Michel bought the rights to the La Brûlonnerie glass factory which both their father and their brother Mathurin-Robert had managed in different periods, and transferred it to the nearby château de Rougemont.34 The châtelain had emigrated at the Revolution and his vast domain was seized by the French state, subdivided and sold. The two Bussons lost almost all their money at Rougemont and Michel and his companion, who had had several illegitimate children, left the provinces to manage a wine bar in Paris.

         According to the claim filed by Pierre, Madeleine, Sophie and Edmé, their brother Mathurin-Robert, ‘a former master glass-blower and engraver who has resided in London, England since 1789’, and who ‘has been back in France for six or seven months’, owed them 3,700 francs. Two years later, however, they withdrew the claim, noting in a letter that their brother’s own financial needs were urgent.35

         In The Glass-Blowers, Daphne Du Maurier imagined a failed reunion between Mathurin-Robert and Jacques-Mathurin, his son from his first marriage. It is not known whether this meeting actually occurred or what fate befell Jacques-Mathurin.

         Whether the founder of the Du Maurier line intended to return to London or not, he left the six children from his second marriage – all under the age of fourteen and only three of whom would reach adulthood – to be raised by their mother. The record-keeper’s annotation le mari parti (the husband has left) concisely articulates what would become a recurring motif in the lives of his descendants.

         Mathurin-Robert Busson died on 2 June 1811 at 4 rue des Bons-Enfants in the centre of Tours, at the school he and his brother Pierre had founded. The two witnesses were unable to give the name of his parents or the date of his birth. Despite the fact that his wife Marie-Françoise was still living in London, Mathurin-Robert was described as ‘widower of….’
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            CHAPTER TWO

            THE WALLACES, THE CLARKES AND THE BUSSON DU MAURIERS
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            [Y]ou spent your childhood in England, as I did, and you grew up in France, even as myself. We may even have travelled here on the same boat!

            Ellen Clarke to Louis-Mathurin Busson Du Maurier in Daphne Du Maurier, The Du Mauriers

         

         Only a handful of records survive concerning the existence of George Du Maurier’s French grandmother Marie-Françoise and her six young children – Robert, Jacques-Louis, Louise, Louis-Mathurin, Adelaide and Guillaume – in London after her husband Mathurin-Robert returned to France in 1803.

         In August 1806, three-year-old Adelaide Busson was buried at St Pancras parish church, followed in January 1807 by four-year-old Guillaume. (St Pancras Old Church and its cemetery are still standing, not far from the international railway station.) The French refugee records show that relief to Robert Busson ceased in the first half of July 1808, due to his death. Thus in the five years that followed Mathurin-Robert’s departure, his oldest son, and youngest daughter and son had died.

         On 6 April 1805, twelve-year-old Jacques-Louis was baptised at St Aloysius parish church in Clarendon Square. His godparents were Louis-Joseph-Marie Carluer, seigneur de Rumedon and knight of the royal and military order of Saint-Louis, and Marie-Louise-Laurence Ménard du Rocher, comtesse du Quengo. The comtesse, who was born in Santo-Domingo, married the Breton comte du Quengo in Jersey in 1792. In 1795 he participated in the disastrous royalist expedition to Quiberon and was executed by a firing squad.

         Both the seigneur de Rumedon and the comtesse du Quengo played important roles at the Abbé Carron’s boarding schools in Somers Town, where

         
            … the instruction was relevant to the requirements of the elevated social class to which the children belonged, and was supposed to enable them to one day fill with distinction the positions entrusted to them in a regular government. The most educated of the émigrés offered their services to Abbé Carron. Suffice it to say that the educational supervisors in this singular establishment were all former knights of Saint-Louis…. They took a paternal interest in their pupils, spending study breaks with them, sleeping in their dormitories, and taking them out on their days off. It was the same in the girls’ school….36
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