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About the Author


Lt. Col. Mary D. Foley USA (Ret.) has been involved with Cockapoos since the early 1980s when she began her All American Cockapoos kennel. With the assistance of fellow Cockapoo lovers, she founded the Cockapoo Club of America, the first organization ever to be dedicated to a designer dog. She holds the title of president emeritus of the club. Currently residing in Florida with Cockapoos, Peaches and Panda, she is shown here with Patches, second generation, and Hercules, ninth generation.
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About Our Cover Dog


Meet Mia, a four-year-old Cockapoo, who lives with her adoring owners and caregivers Bob and Mary Buten in Aberdeen, New Jersey. Mia is a sable and white Cockapoo who was bred by Carol Bobrowsky of Mulberry Farm Cockapoos. Mia’s favorite activities include playing ball and Frisbee. She loves all people, especially children, and she sleeps in her parents’ bed, of course. In her spare time, she eats cheese.
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Kennel Club Books®, the country’s only major publisher of exclusively dog books, proudly presents its Designer Dog Series™ to celebrate the Cockapoo’s coming-out party. Continuing in its bold effort to produce a unique line of dog books, Kennel Club Books® releases the first ever book on the specific designer dog crossbreeds. The company has also released many Special Limited Editions and Special Rare-Breed Editions on various unusual breeds.


Visit the publisher’s website at www.Kennelclubbooks.com to read more about the unique library of books available to dog lovers around the world.
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The Cockapoo is a hybrid: the perfect combination of style, intelligence and affection.
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The Cocker Spaniel is the dapper daddy of this designer dog.
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The font of all “Poos”: the Miniature Poodle is the starting point for the Cockapoo.










History of the Cockapoo





It is a well-known fact that the Poodle is among the most intelligent of dogs, probably second only to the Border Collie. Poodles date back to the Middle Ages and were used by hunters as waterfowl retrievers because of their high trainability, superb swimming ability and buoyant coats and as truffle hunters because of their miraculous noses. Today Poodles are prized for their intelligence, elegance, alertness, sociability and grace. They are easy to train to do tricks and seem almost human at times. One thing not mentioned in Poodle literature is that they can be extremely good guard dogs. Thick woolly coats demand frequent brushing in between trips to the grooming salon. But they are low-shedding and hypoallergenic, and they do not have doggy odor. (Non-shedding is a misnomer, but the term low-shedding is more accurate, i.e., hair comes out on the brush but is not found in any significant quantity around the house.) Some people groom their own Poodles and spin the wool into yarn. In the US, the Poodle is divided into three sizes, Standard, Miniature and Toy; the Miniatures are most frequently used in Cockapoo crosses.


The Cocker Spaniel was also bred long ago in Europe to hunt the woodcock, a woodland bird of the sandpiper family. Like Poodles, Cockers have excellent noses for scenting and they, too, are great swimmers and retrievers. Cocker Spaniels, by definition, are merry little dogs, devoted to their families and with an inherent love of children. They are known to be very intelligent and quick learners. Their coats are extremely thick, particularly on the legs, ears and chest, and grooming, as in the Poodle, is very demanding. Unlike the Poodle, the Cocker sheds profusely and tends to have some doggy odor. Throughout the world, there are two breeds of Cocker, the American Cocker, the more popular in the US, more profusely coated breed, and the English Cocker, less common in the US but very popular in the UK.




[image: Image]


Make way, America, for designer dogs–here’s the Cockapoo!





Both the Poodle and Cocker have been high in popularity for many years and have been bred by American breeders to develop “beautiful show dogs,” sometimes to the detriment of health and temperament. Some poorly bred Poodles are infamous for their high-strung behavior and constant barking. Some American Cockers have also become nervous and high-strung and prone to rage syndrome and skin disorders. Each breed, because of inferior breeding practices and mass production by profit-minded kennels, is prone to many genetic diseases. Heritable eye disease in both breeds is one of the most prominent, leading to early cataracts, glaucoma and blindness.


This author’s experience with the Cockapoo dates back to 1974 when she met a friend’s Cockapoo in Colorado. At that time, the author had a small black Standard Poodle. In 1982, when the author was nearing retirement from the US Army Nurse Corps and again stationed in Colorado, the Poodle died of kidney failure at the impressive age of 16 and a half years of age. Meanwhile, the next-door neighbors had a small black shaggy dog that they said was a Cockapoo, who was bred to an apricot Miniature Poodle. The puppies were adorable! And after weeks of playing with them, an apricot female wormed her way into my heart. In raising her, she seemed to learn everything by osmosis. She had perfect manners, was naturally housetrained and never chewed anything inappropriate. She always was dying to please. Her name was Ginger, but I called her Ginger Goody Twoshoes, because she was perfect, so smart, personable, friendly and willing to please. Although her coat was easy to care for, it possessed those desirable Poodle coat qualities of being low-shedding and clean-smelling. Ginger was bred to an unrelated Cockapoo in the neighborhood, and the seeds of All American Cockapoos were sown. The pups were sold to friends or colleagues for $50, only after serious inquiry into their ability to care for the pups. Word got back from one couple that they “did not face that much scrutiny when they adopted their son.”






COCKAPOOS IN PRINT


There are very few references to Cockapoos in dog books even to this day. The author has encountered only two. In The New Encyclopedia of the Dog, second edition, by Brian Fogle, DVM, one-quarter of a page in this beautifully bound hardbound book is devoted to what Fogel calls a “Cockerpoo.” The book states that the country of origin is the US and the date of origin is the 1960s. Its use is as a companion dog, life expectancy 13–15 years, weight 20–24 pounds, height 14–15 inches. He states, “The Cockerpoo is now so common that it may soon have breed standards and formal recognition”[by the AKC]. The book provides a beautiful picture of a large apricot-colored Cockerpoo and provides some general physical standards. He describes temperament as: “the Cockerpoo is an intent observer, not given to the hyperactive excesses of many American Cocker Spaniels. An added feature is that the Cockerpoo has a much lower incidence of skin problems than the American Cocker.” The physical standard that Dr. Fogle suggests is: “Prominent ridge on skull, as in the Cocker Spaniel, ample jaws, well spaced teeth, sturdy back as long as is high. Face resembles both Cocker and Poodle; dense coat protects skin, tail long and close.” He further states, “hip joints do not suffer inherited problems, hereditary slack kneecaps seldom occur.”


The other is a very short reference in a British book entitled Dog, The Complete Guide by Sarah Whitehead, copyright 1999: “for example, the Cockerpoo and the Pekepoo, in which Poodles have been crossed with other breeds, have now become so popular that it is likely they will soon be recognized as new breeds. The Markiesje (Toy Poodle crossed with Continental Spaniels) is now officially recognized by the Dutch Kennel Club.”








Following a post-retirement move to Santa Rosa, California, the search for a Cockapoo breeder began. It took 6 months to find Berte H., who by that time had been seriously breeding Cockapoos for about 30 years. She had lovely tempered, healthy dogs that looked more Poodle than Cocker because that is the look she liked. Remember that there were no standards, so each breeder did her “own thing.” Bette had been an American Kennel Club (AKC) Poodle breeder who also owned AKC Cockers.


By the time we met, she bred only Cockapoo to Cockapoo and no longer had the parental breeds. She developed unrelated lines of various sizes and bred down through the generations using only unrelated pairs. Bette was a woman of high integrity and energy who really loved her dogs, kept them and their quarters immaculate, was careful about selecting owners and followed up on the pups. One knew that Bette’s dogs were pure Cockapoos as stated, with no other breed mixed in. She sold her dogs for $500 and up in 1985.


Thus began many years of friendship and collegiality. In further developing All American Cockapoos, Cockapoo stock was purchased from Bette and other breeders (none the stature of Bette’s). The original business plan for All American Cockapoos was to acquire high-quality AKC Poodles and Cockers and crossbreed them down the generations. In searching for AKC breeders to obtain stock, their rudeness was almost universal, amounting to, “How dare anyone try to create a new breed or breed a mutt?” By definition, the Cockapoo is a hybrid, not a mutt. A mutt (or the old-fashioned term “cur”) is a dog of unknown parentage, the good old “Heinz 57.” This judgmental attitude proved to be pervasive among AKC breeders and judges of that day. They did not seem to realize that all of today’s recognized breeds were once “mutts.”






WHAT’S IN A NAME?


The Cockapoo, also referred to as Cockerpoo and Cock-a-poo, is not a breed but is a hybrid cross of equal parts Cocker Spaniel and Poodle. Rarely, breeders have used the English Cocker Spaniel in the crosses, and these dogs are known as English Cockapoos. The name “Cockapoo” seems to be the one in most common usage. There are also a few breeders crossing Springer Spaniels with Standard Poodles to create very large dogs for use on farms.


It is difficult to determine how long ago or why the Cocker Spaniel and Poodle breeds were crossed in the first place. Most likely it has been done as long as the parental breeds have existed. But it seems like they really caught on in the US around the 1960s. There is evidence of Cockapoos in France toward the turn of the 20th century. Germany now has its own Cockapoo club (patterned after the American parent club, the Cockapoo Club of America) and so does Australia, where the hybrid is called a Spoodle.
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