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PROLOGUE

	In the quiet hours of a January morning in 1943, a man passed away alone in a New York hotel room. He left behind no wealth, no family, and few possessions, but the world he departed had been irreversibly transformed by his ideas. That man was Nikola Tesla, a name that has since become synonymous with visionary genius. In his time, he was celebrated as one of the greatest inventors the world had ever seen, yet he also endured obscurity, ridicule, and financial ruin. His life was a paradox— a blend of brilliance and tragedy, triumph and heartbreak.

	 

	 

	Tesla’s story begins in Smiljan, a small village in what is now Croatia, where he was born during a thunderstorm in 1856. It was said that the midwife, startled by the ferocity of the lightning, proclaimed

	 

	
him to be a child of darkness, to which his mother replied, “No, of light.” It was a fitting omen for a man whose work would illuminate the world, both literally and metaphorically.

	 

	 

	From the alternating current systems that power modern civilization to the foundations of wireless communication, Tesla’s contributions to science and technology have shaped nearly every aspect of contemporary life. Yet, his ideas extended far beyond the realm of the practical. Tesla dreamed of a future where energy and information flowed freely across the globe, a world united by the invisible forces he worked tirelessly to harness.

	 

	 

	He envisioned innovations that were centuries ahead of his time, from renewable energy systems to global communication networks. Some of these ideas have only recently begun to materialize, while

	 

	
others remain as tantalizingly elusive as the man himself.

	This book is not merely a recounting of Tesla’s inventions; it is an exploration of the man behind the genius. It seeks to understand how a boy from a rural village grew into a luminary of science, only to fade into the shadows of history during his own lifetime.

	It is a story of audacity and sacrifice, of triumphs that redefined the boundaries of human achievement and of failures that laid bare the fragility of even the most extraordinary minds. As we journey through Tesla’s life, we will encounter the highs and lows that defined his path.

	 

	 

	We will see him light up the 1893 Chicago World’s Fair with the brilliance of alternating current, then struggle to complete Wardenclyffe Tower, his dream project of wireless power. We will witness his

	 

	
battles with Thomas Edison in the War of the Currents, his bitter rivalry with Guglielmo Marconi over the invention of radio, and his heartbreaking isolation in his later years. And we will explore the legacy he left behind—a legacy that has only grown in stature as the world has caught up with his vision.

	 

	 

	Nikola Tesla’s life is a story of contradictions. He was a man who bridged the gap between science and magic, a dreamer who grounded his fantasies in mathematics and engineering. He was a solitary figure whose work sought to connect humanity, and a man who sacrificed personal happiness for the pursuit of a better future.
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