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  USMAN AND THE LEOPARD




  




  CAST:




  USMAN the Farmer




  LEOPARD




  GOAT




  HORSE




  MANGO TREE




  DOG




  FOX




  VILLAGERS




   




  (A road near the forest. There is an empty cage standing by the way and inside it is some food. A LEOPARD approaches roaring.)




   




  LEOPARD




  (Roars angrily) I am hungry. I want somebody to eat. Where is everyone? I am hungry.




  (Roars. Stops at the cage and looks inside)




  What is this? It is a cage. Now, who would put such a silly thing here near the road? Wait a minute there is some food inside it. How lovely. I will steal the food before anyone comes here.




  (Enters the cage and eats the food. He finds that the cage is locked and he cannot go out again)




  The gate is locked. I can’t get out. It was a trap. Help! Help me someone! Help! I didn’t do anything! Help!




   




  ( USMAN, a farmer is walking down the road and stops by the cage)




   




   




   




  USMAN




  What is this? It is a cage; a steel gate. Oh, it has also got a LEOPARD trapped inside there too. Now that is very interesting.




  LEOPARD




  Rescue me from this horrible cage my good man. Please open the gate so that I may escape. I am very afraid. Open the gate of this horrible cage.




  USMAN




  This is so interesting. How in the world did you get yourself inside there?




   




  LEOPARD




  It was not my fault; believe me. I was just going my way and suddenly I found myself inside here. Please rescue me.




  USMAN




  I really do want to help you, but I am afraid for my life. Certainly LEOPARDs eat people.




  LEOPARD




  Not me; I don’t eat people. What is your name my good man? Let us be friends; tell me your name.




  USMAN




  My name is USMAN and I am a farmer on my way to work on my farm.




  LEOPARD




  Nice to meet you, USMAN my dear friend. Kindly open the gate of this cage before it is too late for me.




   




   




   




  USMAN




  I will be very foolish to do that, even though I always like to help people. I am unfortunately afraid of you.




  LEOPARD




  (Unhappy) There is no reason for you to be afraid of me. What is it that I have ever done to you? Do you not know that I could one day be of help to you too? It is true that everyone calls me a dangerous animal, but I know that this is not true. You know how wicked human beings are and how they hate one another, and speak evil against one another. If you live with me for only three days, you will never want to leave my home because you will see how pleasant I really am. Certainly, if you go away and you leave me in this cage, someone else will soon come along in a moment to release me. You should then pray that our paths never cross again, but we certainly will one day meet again.




  USMAN




  What you say is true; I even understand the little that you have not said. However, I cannot help but be afraid. If I free you, and then you attack me and tear me to pieces, how wise would I then have been?




  LEOPARD




  I give my word that I will do you no harm. But hurry because time is precious




   




  (USMAN goes to the cage and opened the gate. LEOPARD comes out of the cage and makes to kill him)




  USMAN




  Don’t kill me please!




  LEOPARD




  Why not? I am still hungry, and I want to eat someone. You look delicious to me.




  USMAN




  But you promised not to kill me if I opened the cage for you.




  LEOPARD




  I am a liar. I tell lies all the time. I am going to kill you and eat you. LEOPARDs eat people.




  USMAN




  That is very bad of you. But be patient with me. Let us bring this matter to be heard by five persons, and then we should abide by their judgment.
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