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In "The Consolation of Philosophy," Boethius eloquently explores the profound themes of fate, fortune, and the nature of true happiness through a dialogue with Lady Philosophy. Written during his imprisonment, this seminal work marries the elegance of Classical philosophy with the emerging contours of Medieval thought. Employing a blend of prose and verse, Boethius crafts a rich tapestry that reflects the tension between external circumstances and internal virtue, rendering it a cornerstone of both philosophical and literary discourse in the Western tradition. Anicius Manlius Severinus Boethius, a Roman philosopher and statesman, lived during a tumultuous era marked by political upheaval and personal tragedy. His extensive education in the Platonic and Aristotelian traditions, alongside his high-profile roles in the court of Theodoric, uniquely positioned him to grapple with life's uncertainties and the quest for meaning. This personal context profoundly influenced his reflections, as he faced the stark realities of fortune's capriciousness. I highly recommend "The Consolation of Philosophy" to anyone seeking solace in times of despair or pondering the philosophical intricacies of life. Boethius' insights continue to resonate, offering timeless wisdom that transcends cultural and historical boundaries, encouraging readers to find peace through intellectual contemplation.

Start Reading Now! (Ad)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


The Complete Prose Works of Martin Farquhar Tupper



Tupper, Martin Farquhar

8596547376637

546

Start Reading Now! (Ad)

Martin Farquhar Tupper's "The Complete Prose Works of Martin Farquhar Tupper" is an expansive collection that showcases the author's distinctive literary contributions in the Victorian era. Characterized by his intricate prose and philosophical musings, Tupper's works reflect a blend of didacticism and lyrical eloquence. The volume traverses a multitude of themes, including morality, nature, and the human experience, often infused with a conversational tone that invites readers into his contemplative world. Tupper's writing style intertwines classical references with moralistic themes, encapsulating the zeitgeist of 19th-century thought while highlighting the emerging importance of individualism and introspection. Tupper, born in 1810, was a polymath who thrived in a milieu rich in literary and intellectual fervor. His diverse background as a poet, essayist, and educator shaped his worldview and inspired him to explore the complexities of human existence. Raised in an environment steeped in tradition and learning, Tupper's philosophical inquiries often stem from his desire to reconcile faith with reason, an endeavor mirrored in his prose. Readers are encouraged to delve into Tupper's complete prose works to experience the rich tapestry of ideas and stylistic innovation that defined an era. This collection not only illuminates Tupper's poetic prowess but also serves as a vital commentary on Victorian literature, making it essential reading for scholars and enthusiasts alike.

Start Reading Now! (Ad)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


The Essential Works of U. G. Krishnamurti



Krishnamurti, U. G.

8596547721086

667

Start Reading Now! (Ad)
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In "Of Consolation to Helvia," Seneca, the renowned Stoic philosopher and playwright, addresses the themes of grief and suffering with profound eloquence and emotional depth. Written as a letter to his mother, Helvia, this work is a poignant exploration of the philosophical underpinnings of consolation, framed within the context of Stoic thought. Combining rhetorical brilliance with sincere sentiment, Seneca reflects on the nature of loss, the inevitability of change, and the importance of virtue, all while employing a style that balances philosophical discourse with personal introspection. Seneca, born in Corduba (modern-day Córdoba) in 4 BCE, rose to prominence in Rome as both a statesman and philosopher, deeply influenced by the Stoic tenets of his time. His experiences with tragedy, particularly the political intrigue and personal losses he endured, shaped his understanding of human emotions and the philosophical means to navigate them. This rich backdrop, along with his skill as a communicator, lends an authentic emotional gravitas to his consolatory message, bridging the gap between personal sorrow and universal themes of resilience. I wholeheartedly recommend "Of Consolation to Helvia" to readers interested in philosophy, literature, and the human condition. Through its intimate tone and insightful reflections, this work offers not only solace but also a roadmap for understanding the complexities of life's hardships. Seneca's innovative blend of personal and philosophical discourse makes this text an invaluable resource for those seeking wisdom in the face of adversity. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - An Author Biography reveals milestones in the author's life, illuminating the personal insights behind the text. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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    This book stages a patient meeting between Nietzsche’s unsystematic thunder and the reader’s need for an intelligible map. Willard Huntington Wright’s What Nietzsche Taught is a work of expository nonfiction, composed in the early twentieth century during the Anglophone world’s intensified encounter with Nietzsche. An American critic with a keen eye for ideas in circulation, Wright offers a clear, organized treatment of doctrines that had arrived in English in scattered, often controversial forms. His study belongs to that moment when philosophy was crossing into a broader literary public, and it invites newcomers to approach Nietzsche’s provocations with guidance rather than merely with awe or alarm.

At its core, the book proposes a straightforward premise: to gather Nietzsche’s principal ideas and present them in continuous prose so that readers can survey the landscape before venturing into the craggy originals. Wright structures his exposition by topic, moving from value to morality, from art to knowledge, and from individual development to culture. The voice is confident but not hectoring, favoring patience, definitions, and transitions over fireworks. One senses a critic intent on making comprehension possible without diluting strangeness. The tone remains measured, and the style prizes sequence and clarity, providing a reliable scaffolding for readers meeting Nietzsche for the first time.

Readers encounter the central themes that animate Nietzsche’s thought as Wright arranges them: the critique of herd morality, the call for a revaluation of values, the dynamics of power and creation, the figure of the higher type, and the affirmation of life in the face of negation. Rather than treat these as isolated slogans, the book links them into a pattern of moral psychology and culture. Wright tracks how demands for comfort can harden into resentment, how ideals may mask needs, and how individuals might redirect instincts toward growth, always keeping attention on the stakes for artistic vitality, responsibility, and self-overcoming.

Because Nietzsche writes in fragments, masks, and abrupt turns, a guide must balance synthesis with care, and here Wright’s method is notably cautious about terminology and scope. He works to render volatile phrases in plain language, pares away digressions, and signals where interpretations divide. The result is not a tidy system imposed from above but a navigable pathway across contested ground. Readers are reminded that Nietzsche’s arguments often proceed by provocation and reversal, so claims must be tested in relation to the whole. Wright’s interpretive discipline keeps the exposition from drifting into simplification while still honoring readability and order.

Situated in the early twentieth century, the book reflects an Anglophone effort to understand Nietzsche before later ideological battles distorted his reputation. Its vantage point, close enough to the initial wave of translations yet far enough from subsequent appropriations, lends historical value to its summaries. Wright is attentive to the difference between description and advocacy, and this restraint helps him correct caricature without appointing himself a disciple. The study thereby documents how Nietzsche entered public debate as a philosopher of culture and morality, offering English-language readers a framework that is neither sermon nor invective but a patient reconstruction.

Contemporary readers will find the book relevant not only as a primer but as an antidote to soundbites that reduce Nietzsche to a slogan. Its clarification of value creation, responsibility, and the psychology of resentment speaks to present debates about authenticity, status, and outrage cycles in mass culture. By distinguishing metaphor from doctrine and provocation from conclusion, Wright equips readers to evaluate arguments about power, truth, and creativity without mistaking them for license or nihilism. The clarity of the exposition makes it easier to ask hard questions about personal agency and cultural norms while resisting the lure of simplification.

Approached in this spirit, What Nietzsche Taught becomes both a map and an invitation, orienting readers before they attempt the more perilous ascents of the originals. It proposes a way of listening that neither domesticates nor sensationalizes a thinker who challenges inherited comfort. Without exhausting the complexities or resolving debates that continue among scholars, Wright offers a durable starting point for serious inquiry. The book endures because it honors two commitments at once: intellectual honesty and accessible prose. For newcomers and returning readers alike, it remains a disciplined companion that clarifies, contextualizes, and prepares the ground for independent judgment.
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    Willard Huntington Wright’s What Nietzsche Taught presents a sustained, orderly exposition of Friedrich Nietzsche’s philosophy for English-language readers confronted by conflicting portrayals of the thinker. Wright sets aside sensational caricatures and focuses on Nietzsche’s arguments as developed across his books, arranging them thematically rather than chronologically. He states the book’s aim as clarification: to show the continuity of Nietzsche’s concerns, the scope of his critique of prevailing values, and the constructive motifs that underwrite his calls for renewal. The opening chapters establish the terms of engagement, describing Nietzsche’s style, his preference for aphorism, and the limits of biographical explanation in understanding the ideas.

Proceeding from Nietzsche’s early reflections on art to his later ethical and cultural analyses, Wright sketches a conceptual map that can guide non-specialists through seemingly fragmentary texts. He explains how motifs first framed aesthetically—conflict between measured form and ecstatic vitality—inform later discussions of life-affirmation and value creation. While acknowledging shifts of emphasis across Nietzsche’s career, Wright argues that the work exhibits a through-line: a disciplined attempt to diagnose the sources of cultural exhaustion and to specify the traits of more robust living. The book therefore frames Nietzsche less as a system-builder than as a rigorous critic whose positions interlock pragmatically.

A central section addresses Nietzsche’s diagnosis of nihilism, the sense that inherited metaphysical and moral certainties have lost binding force. Wright explains the genealogical method by which Nietzsche traces the historical and psychological formation of values, especially the inversion through which reactive dispositions gain dominance. Concepts such as ressentiment and herd morality are outlined as analytical tools rather than slogans. From this groundwork, Wright presents the project of revaluation: not a return to old absolutes, but an experimental, life-oriented reassessment of aims and virtues. The emphasis falls on courage, strength, and creativity as counters to passive resignation and moralized resentment.

Building on that critique, Wright examines Nietzsche’s sustained engagement with religious ethics, particularly the ascetic ideal. He distinguishes between historical analysis and polemic, showing how Nietzsche interprets renunciation, pity, and otherworldly consolation as strategies that can conserve life yet often diminish vitality. The inquiry is not reduced to personal animus; rather, Wright situates these arguments within a broader effort to expose motives disguised as universal commandments. He traces the cultural consequences of idealizing weakness or leveling difference, and he registers Nietzsche’s insistence that moral claims be tested by their effects on flourishing, discipline, and the capacity to affirm existence.

Wright turns to key constructive notions, notably will to power as an account of striving and organization, and the contrast between noble and reactive modes of valuation. He treats these not as biological doctrines or political programs, but as typologies for understanding tendencies in persons and cultures. From here he introduces the figure often misunderstood in popular debate, the higher type or overhuman ideal, described as the culmination of self-overcoming and creative responsibility. Relatedly, the thought of eternal recurrence appears as an existential thought-experiment testing one’s capacity to affirm life without remainder, rather than as a dogmatic cosmology, thereby linking ethics, psychology, and style.

Questions of knowledge and art receive sustained attention. Wright presents Nietzsche’s critique of absolute, view-from-nowhere truth and his insistence on situated perspectives that can be ranked by strength, fecundity, and coherence. This leads to a reconsideration of science and philosophy as practices embedded in life, not as judges standing above it. Complementing that stance, the book revisits the aesthetic writings to show how tragedy, music, and the comic spirit model active affirmation. Art becomes exemplary not because it consoles, but because it transfigures suffering into form. Health, cheerfulness, and restraint thus join audacity as marks of disciplined, life-enhancing creation.

In closing, Wright situates Nietzsche within modern debates about morality, culture, and authority, emphasizing both the provocation and the discipline of his proposals. He summarizes the bearing of Nietzsche’s ideas on contemporary thought without subsuming them under any school, and he warns against simplifying them into slogans of negation. The book’s broader significance lies in its patient synthesis of scattered texts into an intelligible itinerary, offering readers criteria for navigating a challenging body of work. Without resolving controversies that Nietzsche himself leaves open, Wright shows why the questions posed—about value, creation, and affirmation—continue to shape intellectual and artistic life.
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    What Nietzsche Taught appeared in 1915 in the United States, written by Willard Huntington Wright (1888–1939), an American critic later known for detective fiction as S. S. Van Dine. It entered a Progressive Era landscape in which New York and Boston publishers and national magazines cultivated large audiences for serious criticism. With World War I underway in Europe, American readers encountered German thought amid political controversy and cultural curiosity. Wright set out to give a clear, systematic exposition of Friedrich Nietzsche’s ideas for general readers, organizing the philosopher’s aphoristic writings into coherent topics and relying on the best English translations then available.

The book’s sources and aims were shaped by the institutions that controlled Nietzsche’s legacy. After Nietzsche’s collapse in 1889 and death in 1900, his sister Elisabeth Förster-Nietzsche founded and directed the Nietzsche-Archiv, established in the 1890s and based in Weimar, Germany. The archive assembled manuscripts, promoted editions, and curated an image of the philosopher that influenced readers worldwide. Posthumous compilations such as The Will to Power, issued from Nietzsche’s notebooks, reflected editorial choices that affected interpretation. Wright worked within this environment, drawing on texts and references widely circulating through the archive’s efforts and the growing academic and journalistic attention to Nietzsche.

Anglophone access to Nietzsche expanded dramatically through translation campaigns before Wright wrote. Between 1909 and 1913, a multi‑volume English edition edited by Oscar Levy in London brought most of Nietzsche’s works to British and American readers, with translators including Anthony M. Ludovici and others. Earlier partial translations had circulated since the 1890s. These projects coincided with a flourishing of comparative criticism and philosophy in English‑language periodicals. Wright’s exposition relied on this corpus, synthesizing material that, by the mid‑1910s, was readily obtainable in libraries and bookshops, and attempting to harmonize differing translation vocabularies that shaped how key concepts were understood.

In the United States, Nietzsche had already been popularized by H. L. Mencken’s The Philosophy of Friedrich Nietzsche (1907; revised 1913), which presented the German thinker to a broad audience. University lectures, club forums, and general‑interest journals further diffused debates about morality, culture, and religion raised by Nietzsche’s writings. At the same time, the new weekly The New Republic (founded 1914) and other venues fostered Progressive‑era argument over individualism, democracy, and social reform. Wright’s book positioned itself within this public conversation, aiming less at polemic than at orderly exposition, and offering readers a mapped survey of Nietzsche’s central doctrines and terms.

The work also reflects wider American intellectual currents of the 1910s. Pragmatism—given classic expression by William James’s Pragmatism (1907) and developed by John Dewey at Columbia University—framed discussions about truth, experience, and democratic culture. Biblical higher criticism and debates over evolution challenged inherited religious authority, while reform movements pressed questions of morality and social obligation. Against this backdrop, Nietzsche’s critiques of metaphysics, Christian morality, and herd values were at once provocative and illuminating to readers sorting new ethical and cultural frameworks. Wright addresses these themes by delineating Nietzsche’s positions and distinguishing them from contemporary ideologies with which they were often conflated.

Cultural modernism supplied another crucial context. The 1913 Armory Show in New York introduced European avant‑garde art to American audiences and helped normalize aesthetic experimentation. Little magazines and salons promoted new styles in literature, painting, and criticism. Wright himself engaged these debates; in 1915 he published Modern Painting: Its Tendency and Meaning, a study of contemporary art. Readers steeped in modernist ferment approached Nietzsche as a theorist of revaluation and creative power. Wright’s methodical presentation aligns with this milieu, clarifying concepts such as the revaluation of values, perspectivism, and the role of the artist‑philosopher within a rapidly changing cultural order.

World War I intensified the stakes of reading Nietzsche in the English‑speaking world. Allied polemics often cast him as a prophet of German militarism, while defenders emphasized his critique of nationalism. In Britain, the German‑Jewish editor Oscar Levy, who had overseen the English edition of Nietzsche’s works, was compelled to leave the country in 1915 amid wartime restrictions. In the United States, still neutral that year, public debate nonetheless sharpened. Wright’s volume enters this charged moment by systematically defining doctrines—such as will to power and the Übermensch—so that readers could distinguish philosophical arguments from wartime caricature and political appropriation.

As a product of its era, What Nietzsche Taught combines popular education with rigorous synthesis. It systematizes an aphoristic corpus for a general audience shaped by Progressive‑era inquiry, modernist experimentation, and wartime suspicion of German ideas. Wright’s emphasis on definition, thematic organization, and citations reflects institutional habits of early twentieth‑century criticism and the availability of standardized English editions. By clarifying controversial terms and separating Nietzsche’s philosophy from prevailing misreadings, the book both mirrors and critiques its moment: it embraces the period’s drive to demystify European thought, while challenging simplistic cultural narratives that reduced Nietzsche to a political slogan.
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INTRODUCTION

It is no longer possible to ignore the teachings of Friedrich Nietzsche, or to consider the trend of modern thought without giving the philosopher of the superman a prominent place in the list of thinkers who contributed to the store of present-day knowledge. His powerful and ruthless mind has had an influence on contemporary thought which even now, in the face of all the scholarly books of appreciation he has called forth, one is inclined to underestimate. No philosopher since Kant has left so undeniable an imprint on modern thought. Even Schopenhauer, whose influence coloured the greater part of Europe, made no such widespread impression. Nietzsche has penetrated into both England and America, two countries strangely impervious to rigorous philosophic ideals. Not only in ethics and literature do we find the moulding hand of Nietzsche at work, invigorating and solidifying; but in pedagogics and in art, in politics and religion, the influence of his doctrines is to be encountered. The books and essays in German elucidating his philosophy constitute a miniature library. Nearly as many books and articles have appeared in France, and the list of authors of these appreciations include many of the most noted modern scholars. Spain and Italy, likewise, have contributed works to an inquiry into his teachings; and in England and America numerous volumes dealing with the philosophy of the superman have appeared in recent years. In M. A. Mügge's excellent biography, "Friedrich Nietzsche: His Life and Work," there is appended a bibliography containing 850 titles, and this list by no means includes all the books and articles devoted to a consideration of this philosopher's doctrines.

In this regard one should note that this interest is not the result of a temporary popularity, such as that which has met the philosophical pieties of Henri Bergson[2]. To the contrary, Nietzsche's renown is gaining ground daily among serious-minded scholars, and his adherents have already reached the dimensions of a small army. But despite this appreciation there is still current an enormous amount of ignorance concerning his teachings. The very manner in which he wrote tended to bring about misunderstandings. Viewed casually and without studious consideration, his books offer many apparent contradictions. His style, always elliptic and aphoristic, lends itself easily to quotation, and because of the startling and revolutionary nature of his utterances, many excerpts from his earlier works were widely circulated through the mediums of magazines and newspapers. These quotations, robbed of their context, very often gave rise to immature and erroneous judgments, with the result that the true meaning of his philosophy was often turned into false channels. Many of his best-known aphorisms have taken on strange and unearthly meanings, and often the reverse of his gospel has gained currency and masqueraded as the original canon.

To a great extent this misunderstanding has been unavoidable. Systematisers, ever eager to bend a philosopher's statements to their own ends, have found in Nietzsche's writings much material which, when carefully isolated, substantiated their own conclusions. On the other hand, the Christian moralists, sensing in Nietzsche a powerful and effective opponent, have attempted to disqualify his ethical system by presenting garbled portions of his attacks on Christianity, omitting all the qualifying passages. It is impossible, however, to understand any of Nietzsche's doctrines unless we consider them in their relation to the whole of his teachings.

Contrary to the general belief, Nietzsche was not simply a destructive critic and a formulator of impossible and romantic concepts[1q]. His doctrine of the superman, which seems to be the principal stumbling block in the way of a rationalistic interpretation of his philosophy, is no vague dream unrelated to present humanity. Nor was his chief concern with future generations. Nietzsche devoted his research to immediate conditions and to the origin of those conditions. And—what is of greater importance—he left behind him a very positive and consistent system of ethics—a workable and entirely comprehensible code of conduct to meet present-day needs. This system was not formulated with the precision which no doubt would have attached to it in its final form had he been able to complete the plans he had outlined. Yet there are few points in his code of ethics—and they are of minor importance—which cannot be found, clearly conceived and concisely stated, in the main body of his works. This system of conduct embraces every stage of society; and for the rulers to-day—the people for whom Nietzsche directly voiced his teachings—he outlines a method of outer conduct and a set of inner ideals which meet with every modern condition. His proposed ethical routine is not based on abstract reasoning and speculative conclusions. It is a practical code which has its foundation implanted in the dominating instincts of the organic and inorganic world. It is directly opposed to the prevailing code, and has for its ideal the fulness of life itself—life intensified to the highest degree, life charged with a maximum of beauty, power, enthusiasm, virility, wealth and intoxication. It is the code of strength and courage[2q]. Its goal is a race which will possess the hardier virtues of strength, confidence, exuberance and affirmation.

This ideal has been the source of many misunderstandings, and it is the errors which have arisen from the vicious and inept dissemination of his teachings, that I have striven to rectify in the present book. I have hoped to accomplish this by presenting the whole of Nietzsche's philosophy, as far as possible, in his own words. This has not been so difficult a matter. His writings, more than those of any other modern philosopher, offer opportunities for such treatment. There is no point in his entire system not susceptible to brief and clear quotation. Furthermore, his thought developed consistently and logically in straight-away, chronological order, so that at the conclusion of each book we find ourselves just so much further along the route of his thinking. Beginning with "Human, All-Too-Human[4]," his first destructive volume, we can trace the gradual and concise pyramiding of his teachings, down to the last statement of his cardinal doctrine of will as set forth in the notes which comprise the second volume of "The Will to Power[3]." Each one of the intervening books embodies new material: it is a distinct, yet co-ordinated, division in the great structure of his life's work. These books overlap one another in many instances, and develop points raised speculatively in former books, but they organise each other and lead one surely, if at times circuitously, to the crowning doctrines of his thought.

The majority of critics have chosen to systematise Nietzsche's teachings by separating the ideas in his different books, and by drawing together under specific captions (such as "religion," "the state," "education," etc.,) all the scattered material which relates to these different subjects. In many cases they have succeeded in offering a very coherent and consistent résumé of his thought. But Nietzsche's doctrines were inherently opposed to such arbitrary dividing and arranging, because beneath the various sociological points which fell under his consideration, were two or three general motivating principles which unified the whole of his thought. He did not work from modern institutions back to his doctrines; but, by analysing the conditions out of which these institutions grew, he arrived at the conclusions which he afterward used in formulating new methods of operation. It was the change in conditions and needs between ancient and modern times that made him voice the necessity of change between ancient and modern institutions. In other words, his advocacy of new methods for dealing with modern affairs was evolved from his researches into the origin and history of current methods. For instance, his remarks on religion, society, the state, the individual, etc., were the outcome of fundamental postulates which he described and elucidated in terms of human institutions. Therefore an attempt to reach an explanation of the basic doctrines of his philosophy through his applied teachings unconsciously gives rise to the very errors which the serious critics have sought to overcome: this method focuses attention on the application of his doctrines rather than on the doctrines themselves.

Therefore I have taken his writings chronologically, beginning with his first purely philosophical work—"Human, All-Too-Human"—and have set down, in his own words, every important conclusion throughout his entire works. In this way one may follow Nietzsche throughout every step in the development of his teachings—not only in his abstract theories but also in his application of them. There is not a single important point in the entire sweep of his thought not contained in these pages. Naturally I have been unable to give any of the arguments which led to these conclusions. The quotations are in every instance no longer than has been necessary to make clear the idea: for the processes of thought by which these conclusions were reached the reader must go direct to the books from which the excerpts are made. Also I have omitted Nietzsche's brilliant analogies and such desultory critical judgments, literary and artistic, as have no direct bearing on his philosophy; and have contented myself with setting down only those bare, unelaborated utterances which embody the positive points in his thought. By thus letting Nietzsche himself state his doctrines I have attempted to make it impossible for anybody who goes carefully through these pages to misunderstand those points which now seem clouded in error.

In order to facilitate further the research of the student and to make clear certain of the more obscure selections, I have preceded each chapter with a short account of the book and its contents. In these brief essays, I have reviewed the entire contents of each book, set down the circumstances under which it was written, and attempted to weigh its individual importance in relation to the others. Furthermore, I have attempted to state briefly certain of the doctrines which did not permit of entirely self-explanatory quotation. And where Nietzsche indulged in research, such as in tracing the origin of certain motives, or in explaining the steps which led to the acceptance of certain doctrines, I have included in these essays an abridged exposition of his theories. In short, I have embodied in each chapter such critical material as I thought would assist the reader to a clear understanding of each book's contents and relative significance.

This book is frankly for the beginner—for the student who desires a survey of Nietzsche's philosophy before entering upon a closer and more careful study of it. In this respect it is meant also as a guide; and I have given the exact location of every quotation so that the reader may refer at once to the main body of Nietzsche's works and ascertain the premises and syllogisms which underlie the quoted conclusion.

In the opening biographical sketch I have refrained from going into Nietzsche's personality and character, adhering throughout to the external facts of his life. His personality will be found in the racy, vigorous and stimulating utterances I have chosen for quotation, and no comments of mine could add colour to the impression thus received. It is difficult to divorce Nietzsche from his work: the man and his teachings are inseparable. His style, as well as his philosophy, is a direct outgrowth of his personality. This is why his gospel is so personal and intimate a one, and so closely bound up in the instincts of humanity. There are several good biographies of Nietzsche in existence, and a brief account of the best ones in English will be found in the bibliography at the end of this volume.

It must not be thought that this book is intended as a final, or even complete, commentary on Nietzsche's doctrines. It was written and compiled for the purpose of supplying an introductory study, and, with that end in view, I have refrained from all technical or purely philosophical nomenclature. The object throughout has been to stimulate the reader to further study, and if this book does not send the reader sooner or later to the original volumes from which these quotations have been made, I shall feel that I have failed somewhat in my enterprise.

The volumes of Nietzsche's philosophy from which the quotations in this book are taken, comprise the first complete and authorised edition of the works of Nietzsche in English. To the courageous energy of Dr. Oscar Levy do we owe the fact that Nietzsche's entire writings are now obtainable in English. The translations of these books have, in every instance, been made by competent scholars, and each volume is introduced by an illuminating preface. As this edition now stands, it is the most complete and voluminous translation of any foreign philosopher in the English language. The edition is in eighteen volumes, and is published in England by T. N. Foulis, and in America by the Macmillan Company. The volumes and their contents are given below.


I. "The Birth of Tragedy," translated by William A. Haussmann, B.A., Ph.D., with a biographical introduction by the author's sister; a portrait of Nietzsche, and a facsimile of his manuscript.

II. "Early Greek Philosophy and Other Essays," translated by Maximilian A. Mügge[1], Ph.D. Contents: "The Greek State," "The Greek Woman," "On Music and Words," "Homer's Contest," "The Relation of Schopenhauer's Philosophy to a German Culture," "Philosophy During the Tragic Age of the Greeks" and "On Truth and Falsity in Their Ultramoral Sense."

III. "The Future of Our Educational Institutions," translated by J. M. Kennedy. Besides the titular essay, this volume contains "Homer and Classical Philology."

IV. "Thoughts Out of Season," Vol. I., translated by Anthony M. Ludovici. Contents: "David Strauss, the Confessor and the Writer" and "Richard Wagner in Bayreuth."

V. "Thoughts Out of Season," Vol. II., translated with introduction by Adrian Collins, M.A. Contents: "The Use and Abuse of History" and "Schopenhauer as Educator."

VI. "Human, All-Too-Human," Vol. I., translated by Helen Zimmern, with introduction by J. M. Kennedy.

VII. "Human, All-Too-Human," Vol. IL, translated, with introduction, by Paul V. Cohn, B.A.

VIII. "The Case of Wagner," translated by Anthony M. Ludovici and J. M. Kennedy, with introductions by the translators. Contents: "The Case of Wagner," "Nietzche contra Wagner," "Selected Aphorisms" and "We Philologists."

IX. "The Dawn of Day," translated, with introduction, by J. M. Kennedy.

X. "The Joyful Wisdom," translated, with introduction, by Thomas Common. The poetry which appears in the appendix under the caption of "Songs of Prince Free-As-A-Bird," is translated by Paul V. Cohn and Maude D. Petre.

XI. "Thus Spake Zarathustra," revised introduction by Thomas Common, with introduction by Mrs. Förster-Nietzsche, and commentary by A. M. Ludovici.

XII. "Beyond Good and Evil," translated by Helen Zimmern, with introduction by Thomas Common.

XIII. "The Genealogy of Morals," translated by Horace B. Samuel, M.A., with introductory note. "People and Countries," an added section to this book, is translated by J. M. Kennedy with an editor's note by Dr. Oscar Levy.

XIV. "The Will to Power," Vol. I., translated, with an introduction, by A. M. Ludovici.

XV. "The Will to Power," Vol. IL, translated, with an introduction, by A. M. Ludovici.

XVI. "The Twilight of the Idols," translated, with an introduction, by A. M. Ludovici. Contents: "The Twilight of the Idols," "The Antichrist," "Eternal Recurrence," and "Explanatory Notes to 'Thus Spake Zarathustra.'"

XVII. "Ecce Homo," translated by A. M. Ludovici. Various poetry and epigrams translated by Paul V. Cohn, Herman Scheffauer, Francis Bickley and Dr. G. T. Wrench. In addition this volume contains the music of Nietzsche's "Hymn to Life"—words by Lou Salomé—with an introduction by A. M. Ludovici.

XVIII. "Index to Complete Works," compiled by Robert Guppy, with vocabulary of foreign quotations occurring in the works of Nietzsche translated by Paul V. Cohn, B.A., and an introductory essay, "The Nietzsche Movement in England (A Retrospect—A Confession—A Prospect)," by Dr. Oscar Levy.





There are in the present volume no quotations from Nietzsche's "Ecce Homo" or from the pamphlets dealing with Wagner. The former work is an autobiography which, while it throws light on both Nietzsche's character and his work, is nevertheless outside his purely philosophical writings. And the Wagner documents, though interesting, have little to do with the Nietzschean doctrines, except as showing perhaps the result of their application. I have therefore left them intact for the student who wishes to go more deeply into the philosopher's character than I have here attempted.
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