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  Thank you for purchasing this book. Any profits from this book support SU in England and Wales to bring the good news of Jesus Christ to children, young people and families and to enable them to meet God through the Bible and prayer.
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      	www.scriptureunion.org.uk

    




    

      	Scotland



      	www.suscotland.org.uk

    




    

      	Northern Ireland



      	www.suni.co.uk

    




    

      	USA



      	www.scriptureunion.org

    




    

      	Australia



      	www.su.org.au

    


  






		

			What is Daily Bread?


			Daily Bread is the Bible reading guide that aims to help you hear from God as you read the Bible. If you’ve ever asked the question, ‘What possible relevance can this verse have for me today?’ or ‘What difference does this passage make to my life?’ then read on…


			Why read the Bible?


			Reading the Bible is about developing a relationship with God, through dependence on the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit helps us to engage with the Bible and to face God’s challenge in the here and now. He will always point us to Jesus Christ, the heart of God’s Word to us, the one who shows us who God is.


			Why read Daily Bread?


			Everyone needs a little help when reading the Bible. Sometimes the poetry and prose, history and revelation, or parables and proverbs need some explanation. Daily Bread provides real inspiration each time you read it. Our writers are from all kinds of backgrounds with all kinds of perspectives. We’re sure you’ll be challenged, encouraged, surprised and inspired as God uses the notes to speak into your life.


		




		

			
How to use Daily Bread



			Way in


			This page introduces both the notes and the writer. It sets the scene and tells you what you need to know to get into each series.


			A day’s note


			The notes for each day include five key elements: Prepare, Read (the Bible passage for the day), Explore, Respond and Bible in a year. These are intended to provide a helpful way of meeting God in his Word.


			Prepare yourself to meet with God and pray that the Holy Spirit will help you to understand and respond to what you read.


			Read the Bible passage, taking time to absorb and simply enjoy it. A verse or two from the Bible text is usually included on each page, but it’s important to read the whole passage.


			Explore the meaning of the passage, listening for what God may be saying to you. Before you read the comment, ask yourself: what’s the main point of this passage? What is God showing me about himself or about my life? Is there a promise or a command, a warning or example to take special notice of? 


			Respond to what God has shown you in the passage in worship and pray for yourself and others. Decide how to share your discoveries with others.


		




		

			Editorial


			Restoration


			business


			A classic car back on the road. A Georgian mansion where once there was a crumbling ruin. Original colours shining out of a once dark and gloomy painting. There is a lot to be said for restoration, and God is in the restoration business. In Deuteronomy Moses prepared the Israelites, restored after earlier failure, to enter the Promised Land. Some 700 years later, having returned from exile and with the Temple rebuilt, Ezra restored a respect for the law. Nehemiah rebuilt the walls – and again called people back to the law.


			In our New Testament readings we see God’s restoration project at its clearest. Luke describes Jesus discussing his ‘exodus’ with Moses and Elijah at the Transfiguration, then setting out determinedly for Jerusalem, knowing what awaits him and that his death and resurrection are the means by which God will restore all things. How that will ultimately happen is depicted in our readings in Revelation, with the final victory of Jesus resulting in a new heaven and a new earth encompassing all that God originally intended. We are reminded in 2 Corinthians that the church, however imperfect, serves as a sign to this new reality, contained in jars of clay but losing nothing of its transcendent glory.


			We recognise and grieve over much pain and brokenness in our world, caused by the rebellious nature of humanity with its self-centredness and greed. But our conviction and our hope is that this is changing. Evil may seem to win, but God will have the final word.
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			John Grayston


			Editor


		




		

			SU article


			Bible overview


			in schools


			Imagine a class of 10-year-old children sitting captivated, eager to learn, listening attentively, only breaking their silence to ask or answer a question, or to volunteer to take part by trying on a costume or participating in a drama...


			Imagine that on being told that the end of the lesson has come, their response is one of surprise and disappointment...


			Imagine that the subject stirring such enthusiasm and interest is the Bible.


			It seems an unlikely scene in this day and age, but this is the reality in several schools around the UK. I have been teaching an overview of the Bible in schools for almost ten years, and I have been amazed by how powerful it is and by the response from both staff and pupils.


			Teachers love it because it covers many aspects of the RME curriculum; stories of Bible characters, key Christian beliefs and Christian festivals. They often feel ill-equipped to teach these topics, so welcome visitors who can teach them in an engaging way, and they are frequently amazed by how well the children respond.


			Pupils love it because it is fun. The stories are presented using music, drama, props, costumes, video clips, activities and quizzes. There is something to suit every learning style, and the variety and fast pace hold the children’s attention.


			When we arrive for the first lesson, many of the children expect it to be boring. Most have very little knowledge of the Bible, or have the perception that the Bible is old-fashioned and irrelevant. Within ten minutes they are fully engaged and eager to take part, discovering that the Bible is interesting and exciting, and maybe not what they expected.


			This is why these opportunities are so valuable; they fit with the curriculum, reach out to children who would never choose to attend a church group or school Christian group, and allow them to have the chance to discover something about the Bible for themselves. 


			Children who have some knowledge of the Bible usually know isolated stories but have little concept of a timeline or how they all connect. There is something powerful about helping them see the big picture. They begin to make connections for themselves (such as linking the animal sacrifices in the Old Testament with Jesus’ death) and they understand the more familiar stories, such as the Christmas and Easter narratives, in a deeper way.


			As it is within the curriculum, it is purely educational, teaching them about what the Bible says and what Christians believe, but God’s Word is living and active, and I have found that the Bible speaks for itself, especially when it is presented as one big story.


			Here are some quotes from pupils about the lessons:


				‘We thought it would be boring, but it was actually way more fun than we expected.’


				‘It is good fun when we act out scenes from the Bible. It makes you understand more.’


				‘I have learned how powerful God really is.’


				‘I liked all of it, but the best was the Jesus parts.’


			It has been encouraging to see several pupils take up the opportunity to find out more. A group of girls came on an SU weekend away and as soon as the bookstall opened, two of them rushed there, desperate to buy Bibles. For the rest of the weekend they sat around reading their Bibles at every opportunity. When I went to wake them on the final morning, I found them in the middle of a discussion about how God providing food for Elijah and the widow was the same as Jesus feeding the 5,000!


			Recently, at a youth event, I had the privilege of praying with a girl who had decided she wanted to become a Christian. The series of lessons we taught had been her first introduction to the Bible, and from there she had gone on to be part of an SU group in school. She had recently begun going to church along with a Christian friend and had now reached the point of having faith in Jesus for herself!


			We may not always see the fruit of our work in this way, but we hold to the promise in Isaiah 55:11 that when God’s Word goes out it always bears fruit, and we long to see many more children having the opportunity to discover it.


			Writer 


			Lesley Crawford


			Regional Worker, SU Scotland






			Training and resources 


			As part of the RE/RME curriculum:


			Bible Alive (SU Scotland)www.suscotland.org.uk/biblealive


			OT Mini and NT Mini (Walk Through The Bible)www.bible.org.uk/wtb_child_events.php


			In assemblies:


			Open The Book (Bible Society)www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/open-the-book


			Bible Timeline Assemblies (SU Northern Ireland)www.suni.co.uk/school/bibletimeline


			In an SU group:


			One Big Story (SU Scotland)www.suscotland.org.uk/onebigstory


		




		

			Way in to Deuteronomy 8–34


			Living for a 


			loving God


			After all the legal material in Exodus and Leviticus, you would be forgiven for being disappointed if you turn from Numbers and discover another book of laws. Even though the name means ‘second law’, Deuteronomy is not dull repetition, it is a real treat!


			The nation of Israel was on the doorstep of the Promised Land. The generation that had failed to trust God and take the land had died off (with a couple of exceptions), and the new generation had grown into adulthood. This book is like a team talk before the action begins!


			The shape of Deuteronomy is simple. It begins by looking back to what God had done in the past (chs 1–4). Then the second sermon clarifies what God wanted Israel to know as they entered the Promised Land (chs 5–26). The third and final sermon looks forward to what God would do for this nation with which he had established his covenant (chs 27–34).


			Please don’t miss how much material is aimed at the hearts of the people. God had loved them and Moses urged them to love him in response. Moses was the greatest prophet in the Old Testament, and the most quoted in the New Testament. But remember that Moses is not the high point of the Bible, for God told the people to anticipate a greater prophet than Moses who would one day come and speak the words of God! Let Deuteronomy stir your love for God, and build anticipation for Christ himself!
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			Writer


			Peter Mead


			Peter is one of the pastors at Trinity Chippenham and a mentor with Cor Deo. He teaches at Union School of Theology and at the European Leadership Forum. He has written several books including Pleased to Dwell and Lost in Wonder (both with Christian Focus). He is married to Melanie and they have six children.


		




		

			Monday 1 July


			When the going 


			gets good


			Prepare 


			Which is more difficult – to trust God and live for him when you have nothing, or when you have everything? Everyone thinks they would handle prosperity well, but it is not as easy as we tend to think!


			Read Deuteronomy 8:1–20



			Explore 


			It can be tough to trust God in the difficult times. It can be tougher to trust God in the good times. Israel had been humbled and really tested by the challenges of the wilderness. They had to depend completely on God. They could not provide for themselves. They had learned that what they ate, what they drank and what they wore had been provided at God’s command. Hopefully they had learned that what matters is not the food, drink and clothes, but the word of God that provided those things for them.


			Now they faced a different type of test. From verse 7 God describes the riches of the land they were about to enter. How could they avoid the danger of forgetting God when life became easy? They were told to praise him (v 10), obey him (v 11), and remember him (v 18). If they weren’t careful their hearts would become proud (v 14), they would start to trust in themselves (v 17), forget all that God had done (v 14), and drift into worshipping other gods (v 19).


			When the going gets good, sometimes our faith gets going. This is such an important reminder.


			Respond 


			‘Father, help me to praise you, obey you and remember you, both in the tough times, and especially when life becomes easy for a season. Amen.’


			Be careful that you do not forget the Lord your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day.


			Deuteronomy 8:11 (NIV)


			2 Chronicles 33,34; Psalms 75,76



		




		

			Tuesday 2 July


			What motivates 


			obedience?


			Prepare 


			Have you ever resolved to do something specific, but then failed to follow through? Is there something wrong with our willpower?


			Read Deuteronomy 11:1–32



			Explore 


			The nation of Israel needed to be faithful to God in order to be blessed in the Promised Land. But what could motivate this needed faithfulness? Moses begins by reminding them that God had been at work to educate them in Egypt and in the wilderness (vs 1–7). Having seen God at work in their lives, the right response was not simply obedience, but love resulting in obedience.


			As they entered the land they would discover that God’s goodness was at work every day in caring for the land (see vs 11,12). God would continue to bless and provide for the nation as they continued to respond to him with love and faithfulness. Again, they had a formal arrangement where obedience led to blessing. Although we do not live under those terms, obedience will generally lead to blessing in our lives too.


			Like Israel, we can look back and see God’s good deeds in the past, and in our own history. We can also open our eyes to see God’s present kindness to us. God’s goodness does not simply impose a requirement of obedience on us, it is designed to stir love in us that will fuel that obedience. 


			Respond 


			If your willpower is not strong enough to keep a New Year’s resolution, don’t trust it to maintain obedience to God. Instead, remember God’s work in the past, review his care in the present, and let love for him drive your obedience.


			 


			Love the Lord your God and keep his requirements, his decrees, his laws and his commands always.


			Deuteronomy 11:1 (NIV)


			2 Chronicles 35,36; Luke 1:39–80



		




		

			Wednesday 3 July


			Freedom!


			Prepare 


			This is a passage about financial debt and slave ownership. Debt is probably relevant to us in a way that slave ownership is not. However, both sections should stir us to worship God today!


			Read Deuteronomy 15:1–18



			Explore 


			In verses 1 to 11 God addresses his plan for Israel to have a recurring year when debts are cancelled (see Leviticus 25). Sadly, you can’t just quote this passage to your mortgage lender. However, three key thoughts:


			First, the Bible warns about the danger of getting into debt. Even if our culture expects us to be in debt and makes it easy to take out loans, we would be wise to plan carefully. Second, God wants his people to be generous to those in need. After all, our generosity can only ever be a pale reflection of God’s greater generosity to us. Third, praise God that while our bank may not cancel debts, our God does, and our eternal prospects are transformed as a result!


			In verses 12 to 18 we read of God’s character in regard to slave ownership. Again, notice how God wanted vulnerable people to be cared for. With such kindness it is understandable that some slaves would even choose to remain out of love for their ‘owners’ – to become a bondservant. Later in the Bible we see many epistles beginning with the apostles referring to themselves as servants (eg 2 Peter, James and Jude) – willingly working for the master who they love!


			Respond 


			Praise God that in Jesus our debt of sin has been cancelled, we have been rescued, and now we are willing servants of the God we love!


			Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and the Lord your God redeemed you. That is why I give you this command today.
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