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The Green Fairy Book, part of Andrew Lang's renowned series of colored fairy books, showcases a diverse collection of enchanting tales sourced from various cultures. With 37 stories, this anthology presents a wealth of imaginative narratives that range from the whimsical to the moralistic, all imbued with Lang's distinctive storytelling style. His skillful prose and attention to the rhythm of language highlight the importance of folklore as a literary tradition, inviting readers into a world where whimsy and wisdom coexist. The array of tales reflects the rich tapestry of human experience, with fantastical plots and vibrant characters that transcend time and geography. Andrew Lang, a Scottish poet and literary critic, was deeply immersed in the study of mythology and folklore, which likely influenced his decision to compile this remarkable anthology. A prominent figure in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, Lang was known for his belief in the cultural significance of fairy tales. His passion for literature and his commitment to preserving the world's folklore culminated in the creation of this collection, where each story serves as a testament to the enduring power of narratives in shaping cultural identities. The Green Fairy Book is a must-read for anyone interested in the realm of fairy tales and folklore. Whether you're a child experiencing these tales for the first time or an adult revisiting classic narratives, this collection offers a delightful escape into a world of magic and moral lessons. It is not only a treasure trove of captivating stories but also an essential piece of literary heritage that continues to inspire readers of all ages.
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The History of Thomas Hickathrift is a captivating narrative steeped in the rich tradition of English folklore, blending elements of adventure, comedy, and moral instruction. This early 18th-century chapbook recounts the exploits of the titular hero, Thomas Hickathrift, who rises from humble beginnings to become a renowned giant-slayer and emblem of common valor. Written in a straightforward yet engaging prose style, the text weaves together regional dialects, fables, and social commentary, reflecting the zeitgeist of its time—a period ripe for tales of folk heroes who challenge societal norms and empower the underprivileged. The authorship of this tale is often attributed to various contributors, reflective of its origins in oral storytelling traditions before being committed to print. Rooted in the oral culture of England, these tales were likely shaped by the desire to entertain while also providing moral lessons. The existence of such folkloric tales underscores the socio-economic dynamics of the time, where common folk related to the heroes of their stories, finding hope and courage in their adventures amid societal challenges. For readers inclined toward folklore, myth, and history, The History of Thomas Hickathrift is not merely a tale of adventure but a profound exploration of human resilience and the cultural fabric of early 18th-century England. This work invites its audience to reflect on the perennial themes of heroism and justice, making it an essential read for enthusiasts of literature seeking to understand the evolution of English narrative traditions.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


Fairy Tales Every Child Should Know



Various

8596547352075

290

Buy now and read (Advertising)

"Fairy Tales Every Child Should Know" is a timeless anthology that gathers the most cherished stories from folklore across cultures, offering a rich tapestry of moral lessons and imaginative narratives. This compilation is characterized by its clear, engaging prose, making it accessible for children while retaining the enchanting language that has captivated readers for generations. The literary context of this collection situates itself at the intersection of oral traditions and written literature, reflecting the evolution of fairy tales from their folk origins to their role in contemporary storytelling. The anthology brings together various authors, some of whom have profoundly influenced the genre, including the Brothers Grimm and Hans Christian Andersen. Their unique backgrounds—spanning different regions and cultural contexts—inform the tales' themes of transformation, conflict, and resolution. By curating these works, the contributors aim to preserve the wisdom and creativity embedded in these narratives, ensuring their relevance and resonance across generations. This delightful collection is a must-read for parents, educators, and young readers alike, as it serves both as an introduction to classic storytelling and a means of sparking imagination. With its richly illustrated pages and timeless tales, "Fairy Tales Every Child Should Know" stands as an essential resource for nurturing a love of literature in children.
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Aunt Friendly's Picture Book is a charming compilation aimed at nurturing the imaginations of young readers through vibrantly illustrated tales that carry timeless moral lessons. Characterized by its whimsical narrative style and carefully curated visual elements, this anthology not only entertains but also educates children about kindness, empathy, and community values. Its literary context situates it within the broader genre of children's literature that emphasizes interactive storytelling and the developmental benefits of early reading experiences, making it a vital tool for parents and educators alike. The diverse authors of this anthology are passionate advocates for childhood development and education, bringing together a wealth of perspectives and creative voices that are reflective of their own experiences. The collection was inspired by a collective desire to create accessible literature that resonates with young minds, offering relatable characters and scenarios drawn from everyday life. These narratives reflect a commitment to fostering community bonds and ethical understanding among the youngest members of society. I highly recommend Aunt Friendly's Picture Book for any caregiver or educator seeking to spark a love of reading in children. This beautifully illustrated volume is sure to become a staple in family libraries, providing not only entertainment but also a foundation for meaningful discussions about values and relationships.
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Published in 1849, "The Juvenile Scrap-book for 1849" is a delightful anthology crafted for the youthful audience of its time, combining elements of poetry, prose, and moral tales. This collection is characterized by its whimsical literary style, featuring illustrations and narratives that both entertain and instruct. The book serves as a cultural snapshot of 19th-century childhood, epitomizing the Victorian ethos that emphasized moral education through engaging storytelling. The assorted works reflect a variety of genres, carefully selected to appeal to a young reader's imagination while instilling lessons of virtue, friendship, and bravery. The collaborative nature of this anthology brings together various authors and illustrators, many of whom were prominent figures in the children's literature movement during the Victorian era. Their collective aim was to provide enriching literary materials that align with the societal belief in the importance of spirit and character-building for children. Each contributor likely drew from their individual experiences and societal expectations of childhood, crafting narratives that spoke to both the innocence and moral development of youth. This engaging compilation is highly recommended for educators, parents, and scholars interested in the evolution of children's literature. "The Juvenile Scrap-book for 1849" not only preserves the cultural sentiments of its time but also sparks joy and imagination in young readers today, making it a timeless treasure for those seeking to explore the foundations of juvenile literature.
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When the traveller looks at Rome for the first time he does not realize that there have been several cities on the same piece of ground, and that the churches and palaces and other great buildings he sees to-day rest on an earlier and invisible city buried in dust beneath the foundations of the Rome of the Twentieth Century. In like manner, and because all visible things on the surface of the earth have grown out of older things which have ceased to be, the world of habits, the ideas, customs, fancies, and arts, in which we live is a survival of a younger world which long ago disappeared. When we speak of Friday as an unlucky day, or touch wood after saying that we have had good luck for a long time, or take the trouble to look at the new moon over the right shoulder, or avoid crossing the street while a funeral is passing, we are recalling old superstitions or beliefs, a vanished world in which our remote forefathers lived.

We do not realize how much of this vanished world still survives in our language, our talk, our books, our sculpture and pictures. The plays of Shakespeare are full of reference to the fancies and beliefs of the English people in his time or in the times not long before him. If we could understand all these references as we read, we should find ourselves in a world as different from the England of to-day as England is from Austria, and among a people whose ideas and language we should find it hard to understand.

In those early days there were no magazines or newspapers, and for the people as contrasted with the scholars there were no books. The most learned men were ignorant of things which intelligent children know to-day; only a very few men and women could read or write; and all kinds of beliefs about animals, birds, witches, fairies, giants, and the magical qualities of herbs and stones flourished like weeds in a neglected garden. There came into existence an immense mass of misinformation about all manner of things; some of it very stupid, much of it very poetic and interesting. Below the region of exact knowledge accessible to men of education, lay a region of popular fancies, ideas, proverbs, and superstitions in which the great mass of men and women lived, and which was a kind of invisible playground for children. Much of the popular belief about animals and the world was touched with imagination and was full of suggestions, illustrations, and pictorial figures which the poets were quick to use. When the king says to Cranmer in "Henry VIII:" "Come, come, my lord, you'd spare your spoons," he was thinking of the old custom of giving children at christenings silver or gilt spoons with handles shaped to represent the figures of the Apostles. Rich people gave twelve of the "apostles' spoons;" people of more moderate means gave three or four, or only one with the figure of the saint after whom the child was named. On Lord Mayor's Day in London, which came in November and is still celebrated, though shorn of much of its ancient splendour, the Lord Mayor's fool, as part of the festivities, jumped into a great bowl of custard, and this is what Ben Jonson had in mind when he wrote:



"He may, perchance, in tail of a sheriff's dinner,
 Skip with a rime o' the table, from near nothing,
 And take his almain leap into a custard,
 Shall make my lady Maydress and her sisters,
 Laugh all their hoods over their shoulders."





It was once widely believed that a stone of magical, medicinal qualities was set in the toad's head, and so Shakespeare wrote:



"Sweet are the uses of adversity;
 Which, like the toad, ugly and venomous,
 Wears yet a precious jewel in its head."





"A Midsummer Night's Dream" is the most wonderful fairy story in the world, but Shakespeare did not create it out of hand; he found the fairy part of it in the traditions of the country people. One of his most intelligent students says: "He founded his elfin world on the prettiest of the people's traditions, and has clothed it in the ever-living flower of his own exuberant fancy."

This immense mass of belief, superstition, fancy, is called folk-lore and is to be found in all parts of the world. These fancies or faiths or superstitions were often distorted with stories, and side by side with folk-lore grew up the folk-tales, of which there are so many that a man might spend his whole life writing them down. They were not made as modern stories are often made, by men who think out carefully what they are to say, arrange the different parts so that they go together like the parts of a house or of a machine, and write them with careful selection of words so as to make the story vivid and interesting.

The folk-tales were not written out; many of them grew out of single incidents or little inventions of fancy, and became longer and larger as they passed from one story-teller to another and were retold generation after generation.

Men love stories, and for very good reasons, as has been pointed out in introductions to other volumes in this series; and the more quick and original the imagination of a race, the more interesting and varied will be its stories. From the earliest times, long before books were made, the people of many countries were eagerly listening to the men and women who could tell thrilling or humorous tales, as in these later days they read the novels of the writers who know how to tell a story so as to stir the imagination or hold the attention and make readers forget themselves and their worries and troubles. In India and Japan, in Russia and Roumania, among the Indians at the foot of the Rocky Mountains, these stories are still told, not only to children by their mothers and grandmothers, but to crowds of grown-up people by those who have the art of making tales entertaining; and there are still so many of these stories floating about the world from one person to another that if they were written down they would fill a great library. "Until the generation now lately passed away," says Mr. Gosse in his introduction to that very interesting book, "Folk and Fairy Tales" by Asbjörnsen, "almost the only mode in which the Norwegian peasant killed time in the leisure moments between his daily labour and his religious observances, was in listening to stories. It was the business of old men and women who had reached the extreme limit of their working hours, to retain and repeat these ancient legends in prose and verse, and to recite or sing them when called to do so." And Miss Hapgood has told us that in Russia these stories have not only been handed down wholly by word or mouth for a thousand years, but are flourishing to-day and extending into fresh fields.

The stories made by the people, and told before evening fires, or in public places and at the gates of inns in the Orient, belong to the ages when books were few and knowledge limited, or to people whose fancy was not hampered by familiarity with or care for facts; they are the creations, as they were the amusement, of men and women who were children in knowledge, but were thinking deeply and often wisely of what life meant to them, and were eager to know and hear more about themselves, their fellows, and the world. In the earlier folk-stories one finds a childlike simplicity and readiness to believe in the marvellous; and these qualities are found also in the French peasant's version of the career of Napoleon.

HAMILTON W. MABIE
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Hans had served his Master seven years, and at the end of that time he said to him: "Master, since my time is up, I should like to go home to my mother; so give me my wages, if you please."

His Master replied, "You have served me truly and honestly, Hans, and such as your service was, such shall be your reward;" and with these words he gave him a lump of gold as big as his head. Hans thereupon took his handkerchief out of his pocket, and, wrapping the gold up in it, threw it over his shoulder and set out on the road toward his native village. As he went along, carefully setting one foot to the ground before the other, a horseman came in sight, trotting gaily and briskly along upon a capital animal. "Ah," said Hans, aloud, "what a fine thing that riding is! one is seated, as it were, upon a stool, kicks against no stones, spares one's shoes, and gets along without any trouble!"

The Rider, overhearing Hans making these reflections, stopped and said, "Why, then, do you travel on foot, my fine fellow?"

"Because I am forced," replied Hans, "for I have got a bit of a lump to carry home; it certainly is gold, but then I can't carry my head straight, and it hurts my shoulder."

"If you like we will exchange," said the Rider. "I will give you my horse, and you can give me your lump of gold."

"With all my heart," cried Hans; "but I tell you fairly you undertake a very heavy burden."

The man dismounted, took the gold, and helped Hans on to the horse, and, giving him the reins into his hands, said, "Now, when you want to go faster, you must chuckle with your tongue and cry, 'Gee up! gee up!'"

Hans was delighted indeed when he found himself on the top of a horse, and riding along so freely and gaily. After a while he thought he should like to go rather quicker, and so he cried, "Gee up! gee up!" as the man had told him. The horse soon set off at a hard trot, and, before Hans knew what he was about, he was thrown over head and heels into a ditch which divided the fields from the road. The horse, having accomplished this feat, would have bolted off if he had not been stopped by a Peasant who was coming that way, driving a cow before him. Hans soon picked himself up on his legs, but he was terribly put out, and said to the countryman, "That is bad sport, that riding, especially when one mounts such a beast as that, which stumbles and throws one off so as to nearly break one's neck. I will never ride on that animal again. Commend me to your cow: one may walk behind her without any discomfort, and besides one has, every day for certain, milk, butter, and cheese. Ah! what would I not give for such a cow!"

"Well," said the Peasant, "such an advantage you may soon enjoy; I will exchange my cow for your horse."

To this Hans consented with a thousand thanks, and the Peasant, swinging himself upon the horse, rode off in a hurry.

Hans now drove his cow off steadily before him, thinking of his lucky bargain in this wise: "I have a bit of bread, and I can, as often as I please, eat with it butter and cheese, and when I am thirsty I can milk my cow and have a draught: and what more can I desire?"

As soon, then, as he came to an inn he halted, and ate with great satisfaction all the bread he had brought with him for his noonday and evening meals, and washed it down with a glass of beer, to buy which he spent his two last farthings. This over, he drove his cow farther, but still in the direction of his mother's village. The heat meantime became more and more oppressive as noontime approached, and just then Hans came to a common which was an hour's journey across. Here he got into such a state of heat that his tongue clave to the roof of his mouth, and he thought to himself: "This won't do; I will just milk my cow, and refresh myself." Hans, therefore tied her to a stump of a tree, and, having no pail, placed his leathern cap below, and set to work, but not a drop of milk could he squeeze out. He had placed himself, too, very awkwardly, and at last the impatient cow gave him such a kick on the head that he tumbled over on the ground, and for a long time knew not where he was. Fortunately, not many hours after, a Butcher passed by, trundling a young pig along upon a wheelbarrow. "What trick is this!" exclaimed he, helping up poor Hans; and Hans told him that all that had passed. The Butcher then handed him his flask and said, "There, take a drink; it will revive you. Your cow might well give no milk: she is an old beast, and worth nothing at the best but for the plough or the butcher!"
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