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Faux flower arrangements can be just as stunning as fresh flowers.
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“Floral design is an art form: the flowers are your tools and you are the artist.”


—Alyssa Grogan of The Rogue Petal Co., Baltimore, MD










[image: Illustration]


There are so many ways to capture your home's aesthetic with faux flowers, and this book can be used as a source of inspiration for you. See here to see how I made this colorful project.
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FAKE FLOWERS, REAL BEAUTY


It’s no secret that artificial flowers and plants have a little bit of an image problem. The word “faux” lends a touch more class, but the commonly used descriptor “fake” has a rather negative connotation. As an amateur gardener and generally floral-obsessed person, there’s not much I love more than a bouquet of fresh flowers or a happy houseplant. But as a crafter and decorator (I’m an interior designer by trade), I know faux has an important role. It’s not an either/or decision between artificial and fresh, it’s an AND. In this book, I share DIY tips and inspiration for creating beautiful faux floral arrangements and projects for decorating your home seasonally, for special occasions, and for every day.
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To keep your faux flower arrangements looking contemporary, seek out current floral designs for inspiration.





Artificial flowers and plants are experiencing a renaissance in the home décor world, and it’s not hard to see why! They have many great things going for them. Never before have artificial flowers been more realistic or more widely available. Take one visit to your nearest craft store and you’ll see just about every type of faux florals, greenery, and supplies. More and more big box stores and specialty online shops are popping up to meet the demand. Faux florals are a long-lasting and low-maintenance alternative to fresh-cut flowers and live plants. Faux saves money over time compared to continuously replenishing fresh and live plants. And lastly, there are things you can do with faux plants that just aren’t as easy with fresh ones. You can make an arrangement as a centerpiece for your holiday table, reuse it again the following year, or pull it apart and rework the florals into a beautiful wreath for your front door. Fresh just doesn’t have the same versatility. I argue that if you’re going to take the time to handcraft something, why wouldn’t you want it to stick around for more than a couple of days?


If you’ve picked up this book, I’m guessing you already know these things and have an interest in crafting with artificial flowers. Or perhaps you are just curious as to how faux flowers could possibly be modern and stylish when you’ve always thought of them as old-fashioned and outdated. It’s not the flowers that are outdated—it’s the inspiration. Instead of looking to what’s been done with faux flowers before, we should be looking to the work of contemporary fresh floral designers and the beauty of nature for inspiration. High-quality faux florals have become so lifelike that some are nearly indistinguishable from fresh. It’s time that the world of artificial flowers got some fresh ideas. That’s what I hope to provide through this book! Inspiration for you to design and create your own artificial flower projects. The only limit is your imagination.
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Found items, like this birdcage, can always be upcycled into a beautiful décor item for your home.
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Create pieces to fit your home rather than trying to fit handmade pieces into your décor.






MY CRAFTING MANIFESTO


First of all, let me be clear: I am not a professional florist. I am an interior designer, blogger, wife, and mother who enjoys crafting in my spare time. I have no formal training in floristry. I would describe myself as a self-taught hobbyist and general flower enthusiast. Hopefully, that gives you some confidence: You don’t have to be a pro to craft beautiful faux flower projects for your home. If I can do it, then so can you!


As I’ve gotten older, I’ve become less interested in crafting as a form of entertainment and more interested in crafting things that I would actually want to display in my home. Like me, I bet you have made something, and then tried to find a spot for it. Instead, find a spot in your home that needs decorating, and then make something to fit that space. When it comes to interior design and homemaking, I ascribe to what I call “Essentialism.” In home decorating terms, that means spaces that feel peaceful, uncluttered, and easy to live in. Instead of being a minimalist or maximalist, I believe in outfitting rooms with just enough furnishings and décor to feel full, while still allowing for room to grow as you live life in your home. Simple, classic, and timeless is the goal.


I believe that a well-designed home is one that tells the story of the people who live in it. To me, that means using meaningful pieces, such as family heirlooms or objects you’ve collected through your travels, as a part of your everyday décor. Making your own handcrafted décor is an excellent way to personalize your home design with one-of-a-kind items that express your unique style.


My personal style is all about elevating simplicity and infusing meaning into our lives at home. My craft projects might not be the most flashy or intricate, but I design them with thought and care. Whether the design is based around a memory from my childhood, a found object I want to repurpose, a place that has captured my heart, or just a color scheme I love, I try to infuse meaning into everything I create. I hope you’ll enjoy reading about the inspiration behind the 12 projects in the second half of this book and take that as an invitation to use your own creativity and experiences to inform the way you craft and decorate.
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Personalize your home with handmade, unique items.
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My love of flowers and the knowledge I’ve gained as an interior designer come together in this book. I wanted to show people how beautiful and wonderful faux flowers can be.
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Decorating with faux flowers and plants gives you the freedom to create any arrangement, in any type of vessel, anywhere in your house, with no worries about water or sunlight.
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CHAPTER 1: FAUX FLORALS 101


Before we get into how to design and craft with artificial flowers and greenery, let’s first talk a little bit about what they are and how they are made. You might be surprised to learn that permanent botanicals have been around for centuries! As far back as Ancient Egypt, people have been imitating natural flowers with a wide variety of materials, including linen, shavings from animal horn, seashells, wax, gold, and silver. It was in Italy in the twelfth century that flowers began to be made from silk. Although artificial florals are still commonly referred to as “silk,” these days most are made from polyester and plastic: polyester fabric for the flower petals and leaves, and plastic for the stems, berries, and smaller plant parts such as pistils and stamens. Flower petals are made by cutting thin layers of polyester fabric and then pressing them in heated molds, which add shape and texture. They are assembled and colored using a variety of methods. Sometimes stacks of polyester flower petals are painted by hand with watercolors; sometimes they are silk-screened to create specific patterns; and sometimes they are dipped in clear or pigmented polymer that makes petals and leaves feel more realistic to the touch.


There are three main types of faux floral products you can buy: stems, sprays, and bushes. Stems are single flowers on a longer stem. Often a stem will also have leaves, and sometimes it will have a small bud as well. Sprays will have multiple flower heads, leaves, or buds on a longer stem. Bushes usually have many shorter stems of flowers or leaves that are joined at the base. Bushes can be used as-is or cut down into pieces to use in arrangements. A hanging bush will have a long cascade of flowers or leaves that are joined at the base with a thicker stem. These can be used in taller flower arrangements or on their own in a hanging planter for a pretty trailing look. Flowering branches can be used as another faux floral component to an arrangement. Craft stores will also typically sell artificial flowers in premade bundles or bouquets, swags, and garlands.
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Types of faux floral products, from left to right: stem, spray, and bush.
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Although modern faux flowers are still sometimes referred to as “silk,” they’re mostly made from plastic and polyester.
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“Quality is important. You should choose high- quality materials, from the flowers to the foam to the cutting tools. Cutting corners typically leads to frustration and will take the enjoyment out of it for you!”


—Stephanie Kirby of The Blue Daisy Floral Designs, Pittsburgh, PA








How to Choose Flowers


With all the options available, it can be hard to find a place to start when shopping for faux flowers and greenery. Here are a few methods I use that I hope will be helpful in planning your next faux floral craft project.


Quality/Realism


Faux florals and greenery come in a wide variety of types and quality levels. My advice is to choose the best-quality flowers you can afford. If you invest in better-made florals and supplies, not only will your finished project look more realistic, but it will also last longer. Although there is a plethora of artificial flowers out there in every color you can imagine, I recommend sticking to options that mimic nature as much as possible. You can find a bush of cobalt blue daisies at the craft store, but maybe go for the simple white and yellow option instead.


Craft stores will often have several styles and colorways of the same flower type available. Even slight differences can make a flower look truer to life. For example, in the spring tabletop arrangement (see here), I chose cream tulips instead of white because the cream had more dimension and color variation. That made them look more like a real tulip to me, whereas the stark white felt a little more faux.



Season



Choose flowers that are in bloom in the same season for a great way to keep your faux arrangement feeling natural and cohesive. In spring, you could make an arrangement of tulips, daffodils, and dogwood branches. In summer, you could use poppies, cosmos, and daisies. In fall, think about goldenrod, chrysanthemum, and rust-colored leaves. Finally, in winter, mixing evergreen branches and berries into your arrangement gives a seasonal feel. That said, the benefit to faux is that you can bend the rules a bit! Peonies generally bloom in the late spring, but who’s to say you can’t feature a beautiful burgundy peony in a fall arrangement? Use this method as a means of inspiration, but don’t limit yourself.
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