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Welcome to VAULT Festival


Theatre’s a funny thing, isn’t it? Being in a dark room with a bunch of strangers, being asked to give your time and attention to this moment, here, now. And in return asking for a story, a voice, a perspective on the world. Asking to be moved. To be changed. And then we disperse. To the bar to dissect. Back home to our family or friends. Back to the everyday. But for an hour or two, we have all been a part of something. We have, artists and audience alike, been a community. Part of a story that, while it may be told again, will never exist in that exact way. It’s pretty exhilarating. And at VAULT Festival, there is the opportunity to have that experience, that immediacy, that joy and risk, hundreds of times through thousands of artists. That’s pretty fucking incredible.


Now, more than any other time I can think of, we are questioning whose stories we are being presented with. Who has been left out of the narrative? And why? VAULT Festival is one of the increasingly rare places where artists who are traditionally underrepresented on our stages, whether that be race, background, gender, class or ability, can have their voices heard. Their stories told. Can be seen.


This year, VAULT Festival is welcoming some of the best and strongest new writing in the country. The plays published in this collection represent a fraction of the incredibly varied, raw, vibrant, urgent and playful work across the 2020 Festival. The writers in this collection have delivered unique perspectives on the world and their experiences moving through it. I could not be more proud of this collection, and of all the work presented at this year’s festival. Of the risks artists are taking in this strange and scary world, and of the unfaltering belief from everyone who comes to VAULT Festival, from audiences, staff and the artists themselves in the power of art to change that world.


As always, this collection and the new writing presented in the Festival would not be possible without the ongoing support of Nick Hern Books. Their dedication and belief in writers and their willingness to platform them through the VAULT Festival has been unwavering and we are all so thankful.


So have a read. Go see these shows. Go see the rest of them. And when you’re sat in that room, willing to be moved and changed, being witness to the unique power and transience of theatre, remember we’re all in this together.


Bec Martin-Williams


Head of Theatre and Performance


VAULT Festival 2020


This is the introduction to Plays from VAULT 5, the collection in which this play first appeared.







Heroes was first performed at VAULT Festival, London, on 18 February 2020. The cast was as follows:






	JAY


	Cole Michaels






	CAT


	Josephine Arden






	SIAN


	Becky Black






	MARTIN


	Paul Brendan






	JAMIE


	Matthew Philip Harris






	SARAH


	Nadia Nadif






	TOM


	TBC






	Director


	Lilac Yosiphon












Thanks




My thanks first and foremost to the VAULT team: especially Mat Burtcher, Andy George, Bec Martin-Williams and Rhea Heath, as well as the Comms Squad of Josh Morrall, Grace Chapman and Tom Kirk-Shannon. Thanks for having me as part of the Festival family.


Thank you too to my actual family – Mum, Dad, Sam and Noah, as well as the many important people on both sides of our large, complicated but wonderful clan.


This play wouldn’t exist without an additional family of people who’ve given time and love to make it happen: Rebecca Jones and all at SLAM for giving us our first chance to work on the play at the Arcola; Heather Rose, Ellen Stevens and Katherine Timms for their endless encouragement through redrafts and applications; and Nic Connaughton, Ellie Simpson and Jonny Patton at the Pleasance for all of their support. Thank you also to Jules Kelly and the team at Soho Theatre, all at Nick Hern Books, and Mark Brennan at United Agents. And of course, to Josie, Mike, Matt, Becky, Paul, Nadia, Jonny, Tom, Will and everyone who’s been a part of the team so far.


Finally, thank you to Lilac – whose endless support, love and passion has made this all happen. Here’s to the families we make when we make things.


I.D.







Characters


A-Side: 1991


JAMIE, fifteen


MARTIN, forty-two


SIAN, nineteen


TOM, fifteen


B-Side: 2016


JAY, forty


MARTIN, sixty-seven


SIAN, forty-four


SARAH, forty


CAT, thirty-six


Time


Sometimes the action takes place in 1991.


Sometimes the action takes place in 2016.


Sometimes the action takes place in both years at the same time.


Note on Casting


Characters who appear in both 1991 and 2016 can be played by the same actors throughout, reducing the cast size. However, JAY and JAMIE should always be played by different actors.


Note on Text


/ marks a sentence interrupted by the next character talking over.


– marks a line or thought cut short.


… marks a sentence that trails off.




Scene One


A family living room, somewhere in suburbia, in 1991.


A living room, in a smartish but comfortable flat in London, in 2016.


Both of these spaces exist together.


As the audience enter, we see the characters in both timeframes interacting with the world around them.


There are cards and envelopes across the set – we are celebrating something in both years.


In 2016, CAT, mid-thirties and very pregnant, puts a cup of tea down and sits on the sofa, silently reading through a pile of cards. Somewhere in the background water is running.
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