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Characters


CHORUS


A, female/male, any age


B, female/male, any age


C, female/male, any age


One member of the chorus should be female and in her twenties


YASMIN, female, any age from late teens to thirties


LEYLA, female, twenties


ALI, male, twenties


CANDACE, female, late fifties


NIA, female, forties


GIRL IN THE YELLOW DRESS, female, twenties – A, B or C can play the role here; whoever fits age-wise.


This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.











# 1


The sound of a girl breathing through a tube.


The beep of a heart monitor.


It gets louder and louder and then –


# 2


A, B and C enter.


They look at each other and then begin.










	A


	Everyone stop what you’re doing.







	 


	And watch this.







	


	Now.







	B


	This is happening.







	 


	This just happened.







	C


	What did?







	B


	This literally just happened right now.







	C


	Sorry.







	 


	What did??







	A


	Warning.







	 


	The following contains content some viewers may find upsetting.







	C


	Goddam you shitty WIFI!







	B


	Are you watching?







	 


	Skype me and tell me if you’re watching.







	C


	It’s blocked on my –







	 


	Cos I didn’t update the –







	
 



	I need to know this SECOND what it is that just happened.







	B


	PLEASE EVERYONE STOP AND WATCH AND SHARE.







	A


	Have you watched it?







	C


	Uh, of course I have.







	B


	I just saw it.







	 


	God…







	A


	Terrible.







	C


	Reprehensible.







	A


	It just flashed up.







	 


	It literally just flashed up on my screen.







	C


	That poor girl.







	B


	What girl?







	A


	It just flashed up!







	C


	You have to watch it right through to the end, OK.







	B


	But it keeps freezing.







	 


	Why, WHY does it keep – ?







	A


	Have you seen the bit where she sort of crumples to her knees?







	B


	Yes I’ve seen that bit.







	C


	And when she puts her hands over her stomach and, Christ –







	A


	All that red, red blood –







	C


	Yes, it sort of arcs out of her.







	A


	A lot of very red, very thick, very pleasing actually –







	B


	That lovely girl in yellow.







	C


	What?







	
B



	The girl in the yellow dress.







	A


	I’m not sure what you –







	C


	You haven’t seen it?!







	A


	Not yet.







	C


	Google it.







	 


	Google it right now.







	A


	But I’m eating –







	C


	Right NOW.







	B


	What so she just – ?







	A


	Wait.







	 


	So –







	 


	Someone shot her?







	B


	This is disgraceful.







	A


	Someone just like SHOT her?!







	B


	I’m disgusted.







	 


	I’m actually nauseous.







	C


	In the protests.







	B


	What protests?







	C


	God, do you not listen to the Today Programme??







	B


	Oh yeah of course.







	 


	The protests.







	 


	In – ?







	C


	She was protesting.







	 


	She was a protester.







	B


	Yup.







	 


	Got it.







	A


	That’s –







	 


	Yeah, that’s a lot of blood.







	C


	Campaigning for her rights.







	 


	Democracy.







	
 



	Freedom.







	 


	They don’t really have them over there.







	B


	Is she actually dead?







	C


	So pretty.







	A


	She is pretty isn’t she.







	C


	It’s such a shame.







	 


	The prime of her life!







	B


	Do you know, she actually looks a bit like my friend Emily.







	 


	God I should really call her.







	C


	And that dress!







	 


	It’s so glam.







	A


	Are those –







	 


	Are those her knickers?







	B


	What?!







	A


	Look, if you look –







	 


	You can see her knickers.







	C


	You shouldn’t be looking!







	A


	I’m sorry but!







	 


	You see a girl’s knickers, you look at them.







	C


	She’s bleeding profusely from her stomach!







	B


	(Can someone possibly –







	 


	Fill me in on the context?)







	C


	Why would you be paying any attention to her crotch area?!







	B


	(Hey so.







	 


	Do you know basically what it’s all about?)







	A


	What what’s about?







	B


	(Well, I’m a bit behind in, you know – Current affairs.)







	A


	Tsk.







	 


	They’re seizing power.







	
 



	From a government that has countlessly failed to acknowledge them.







	B


	Wow OK.







	A


	A corrupt government.







	 


	An increasingly out of touch yet iron-fisted government.







	C


	Oppression.







	A


	Yes obviously oppression.







	B


	What on earth are you doing?







	C


	Nothing.







	B


	You’re searching for yellow dresses on ASOS?!







	C


	No I’m –







	B


	You are!







	C


	OK fine.







	 


	But I’ve got my cousin’s wedding, haven’t I!







	A


	These horrible, infamous prisons.







	 


	Full of the people who bravely buck against the system.







	 


	Terrible.







	B


	You’re actually an awful person.







	C


	Oh calm down.







	B


	A terrible, vapid, shallow human being.







	A


	Hunger strikes are common.







	 


	Torture.







	 


	They get beaten on the soles of their feet.







	B


	On the soles of their feet?







	C


	Yes.







	 


	With paddles.







	 


	Repeatedly, not terribly hard, but enough to send you slowly mad.







	A


	Well I tell you what, I REFUSE to watch it.







	
B



	Wait.







	 


	What?







	C


	I said I refuse to watch it.







	B


	Why in heaven’s name – ?







	C


	Because it’s prurient.







	B


	Oh, honestly.







	C


	It’s, it’s GHOULISH.







	A


	Ohhh I think that’s a tad harsh!







	B


	Dying is intimate.







	 


	Right?







	 


	It’s private.







	 


	It’s not something you should have to share with millions and millions of –







	C


	Yes but what if it changes perceptions?







	A


	Yes!







	 


	Exactly.







	C


	Raises awareness?







	 


	Strengthens resolve!







	A


	It’s practically your duty to watch it.







	 


	I think.







	B


	Yeah but the thing is you’re getting off on it.







	A


	Pardon?







	C


	What did you say?!







	B


	She’s blonde –







	A


	Dyed blonde, I reckon.







	C


	Eh?







	A


	You can see the roots.







	 


	If you look.







	B


	Anyway.







	 


	She’s blonde –







	A


	(Ish.)







	
B



	And she’s thin and she’s writhing around and you can see her knickers.







	A


	She’s not actually dead.







	C


	She isn’t?







	A


	She didn’t die.







	C


	Oh.







	 


	Oh right.







	A


	Look here’s a picture of her in hospital.







	C


	Oh God that’s nasty.







	 


	All those tubes coming out of her –







	B


	So, wait, she DIDN’T die?







	C


	Well no.







	 


	Not yet.







	B


	Oh.







	A


	Anyway back to my original point.







	C


	Which is?







	B


	Oh God I don’t know.







	 


	I’m just a bit shocked that’s all.







	A


	Well yes it’s shocking.







	B


	Really shocking.







	A


	Look at all those angry people.







	 


	God.







	B


	God they’re really angry.







	C


	It’s understandable.







	A


	All those old women weeping.







	 


	Terrible.







	B


	Boys weeping too.







	 


	And men.







	C


	They’re all weeping.







	B


	Do we know her name?







	
C



	I really want to know her name.







	A


	Have you shared it?







	B


	What?







	A


	SO important, please share.







	B


	Oh God yes, share, you’ve got to share.







	C


	Watch now, so important.







	A


	SHARE THIS NOW.







	B


	Just shared it, mate.







	C


	Awesome, dude.







	B


	No problem, buddy.







	A


	Dying for a cause.







	 


	Wow.







	 


	Is there a cause that I’d die for?







	B


	Of course there is!







	C


	Dunno.







	 


	Is there?







	B


	You’d die for democracy!







	 


	You’d die for justice!







	C


	Oh yeah.







	 


	Yeah course I would.







	A


	She looks a bit like my friend Natalie.







	B


	She looks a lot like my friend Clare.







	C


	Changed my profile pic.







	B


	What?







	A


	Change your profile pic, can’t you?!







	C


	Cos, in a way, we’re all the girl in the yellow dress.







	 


	I mean, aren’t we?







	B


	We are all the girl in the yellow dress.







	A, B, C


	WE ARE ALL THE GIRL IN THE YELLOW DRESS!










# 3


A, B and C gather strips of yellow cloth.


They tie the cloth around their wrists and over their mouths.


The sound of a huge crowd.


YASMIN enters – dressed plainly and a little scruffily.


She hasn’t brushed her hair and isn’t wearing any make-up.


She has a pile of papers in her hand – roughly photocopied, curling around the edges.


She clears her throat.


She takes the top piece of paper off the pile, then wedges the rest between her knees.


She holds up the piece of paper.










	YASMIN


	Has anyone seen this – ?







	 


	Um.







	 


	She has to fight against the noise of the crowd.







	 


	Has anyone seen this woman?







	 


	Uh –







	 


	Hello?







	 


	It’s too noisy.







	 


	EXCUSE ME.







	 


	Can you all please, um…







	 


	Just, be on the lookout or –







	 


	Can you keep your eyes peeled, please…?







	 


	No one.







	 


	She approaches A and taps her/him on the shoulder.







	 


	Hi.







	 


	Excuse me.







	 


	Sorry to, but…







	 


	This is my mum.







	 


	If you could take a look – ?







	A


	What?







	
YASMIN



	Does she look familiar to you at all?







	A


	Listen, can you get phone signal?







	YASMIN


	Um.







	A


	Look at this!







	 


	Nothing!







	YASMIN


	Uh-huh.







	 


	OK it’s just I haven’t seen her for a bit and I’m just trying to…







	 


	Trying to trace her movements or something so –







	A


	They’re here somewhere but I just –







	 


	I can’t get through to them.







	YASMIN


	Um.







	A


	Everything’s blocked.







	 


	The whole network.







	YASMIN


	Uh-huh.







	 


	Look –







	A


	Do you think it’s them?







	 


	Do you think they’ve shut it down?







	YASMIN


	Can I give you one of these?







	A


	Of course it’s them.







	 


	Why am I even asking?







	 


	A takes the piece of paper.







	 


	What’s this?







	 


	The phone rings.







	 


	A drops the piece of paper.







	 


	(Into phone.) Where are you?







	 


	No I said where are you?







	YASMIN


	OK.







	 


	Thanks.







	 


	Thank you.







	 


	YASMIN turns to B, who is tapping feverishly into a mobile phone.







	
 



	Excuse me, hi, have you seen this woman?







	 


	She taps B on the shoulder.







	 


	B ignores her.







	 


	YASMIN starts to tuck the piece of paper in B’s pocket.







	B


	What are you doing?







	YASMIN


	Sorry to bother you, I’m Yasmin, I’m just –







	B


	Did you take something?







	YASMIN


	What?







	B


	From my pocket?







	 


	Just now?







	YASMIN


	No.







	B


	Come on, what did you take?







	 


	Beat.







	YASMIN


	Right, so, this is my mum.







	B


	What?







	YASMIN


	This is a picture of –







	B


	This is your mum?







	YASMIN


	Have you seen her?







	 


	Recently?







	 


	B studies the picture.







	B


	Sorry I just –







	 


	You feel a hand in your pocket, you make assumptions –







	YASMIN


	That’s OK.







	 


	If you could just look…?







	 


	B studies the picture.







	B


	Sorry, but there are a lot of people here and –







	 


	She looks like a lot of people’s mums.







	
YASMIN



	Right.







	 


	Well, she looks like my mum.







	B


	I mean, I’ll keep hold of this.







	YASMIN


	Thank you – ?







	B


	But, you know, everyone here is looking for someone and –







	YASMIN


	She has a scar.







	 


	If you look –







	B


	Oh yeah.







	 


	God.







	 


	Bit nasty.







	YASMIN


	A dog bit her.







	B


	Right.







	YASMIN


	For no reason!







	 


	It just jumped up and bit her.







	C


	What’s going on?







	 


	What’s this?







	YASMIN


	It’s a picture of –







	B


	Her mum.







	C


	Oh right.







	 


	Oh shit.







	YASMIN


	Could I give you a pile – ?







	C


	You can’t find her?







	YASMIN


	No.







	 


	But –







	C


	How long?







	YASMIN


	Well.







	 


	Day before yesterday.







	C


	You tried the hospital?







	 


	Beat.







	YASMIN


	Not yet.







	
C



	I reckon you should try the hospital.







	YASMIN


	No I don’t think –







	 


	I think she’s probably just stuck somewhere.







	 


	Cos of the blockades maybe.







	C


	They’re coming down pretty heavy, you know.







	YASMIN


	She’s probably inches away, do you know what I mean?!







	C


	Whereabouts was she protesting?







	YASMIN


	Oh she wasn’t protesting.







	C


	What?







	YASMIN


	She just tried to go to the shops.







	 


	But the ones nearest us, there was nothing in them.







	 


	Like, just a few bits of rice on the floor.







	 


	So she said she’d be going a bit further than normal.







	 


	A gets another phone call.







	A


	(Into phone.) What?







	 


	I can’t hear you –







	B


	She wasn’t protesting?







	YASMIN


	No.







	C


	Why not?







	YASMIN


	Well because –







	A


	(Into phone.) Listen the signal’s TERRIBLE so –







	YASMIN


	She went across town.







	 


	Where there’s a bit more choice and everything. But –







	A


	(Into phone.) Yeah a bit better.
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