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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Beyoncé Giselle Knowles-Carter ( born September 4, 1981) is an American singer, songwriter and actress. Born and raised in Houston, Texas, she performed in various singing and dancing competitions as a child and rose to fame in the late 1990s as lead singer of R&B girl-group Destiny's Child. Managed by her father, Mathew Knowles, the group became one of the world's best-selling girl groups of all time. Their hiatus saw Beyoncé's theatrical film debut in Austin Powers in Goldmember (2002) and the release of her debut album, Dangerously in Love (2003), which established her as a solo artist worldwide, earned five Grammy Awards and featured the Billboard Hot 100 number-one singles "Crazy in Love" and "Baby Boy". This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 913 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Emma Charlotte Duerre Watson (born 15 April 1990) is a British actress, model, and activist. Born in Paris and brought up in Oxfordshire, Watson attended the Dragon School and trained as an actress at the Oxford branch of Stagecoach Theatre Arts. She rose to prominence after landing her first professional acting role as Hermione Granger in the Harry Potter film series, having acted only in school plays previously. Watson appeared in all eight Harry Potter films from 2001 to 2011, earning worldwide fame, critical accolades, and around $60 million. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 384 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


e-Pedia: The Beatles



Wikipedia contributors

9788026858652

12277

Buy now and read (Advertising)

This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. The Beatles were an English rock band formed in Liverpool in 1960. With members John Lennon, Paul McCartney, George Harrison and Ringo Starr, they became widely regarded as the foremost and most influential act of the rock era. Rooted in skiffle, beat and 1950s rock and roll, the Beatles later experimented with several musical styles, ranging from pop ballads and Indian music to psychedelia and hard rock, often incorporating classical elements and unconventional recording techniques in innovative ways. In 1963 their enormous popularity first emerged as "Beatlemania", and as the group's music grew in sophistication in subsequent years, led by primary songwriters Lennon and McCartney, they came to be perceived as an embodiment of the ideals shared by the counterculture of the 1960s. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 792 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. David Robert Jones (8 January 1947 – 10 January 2016), known professionally as David Bowie (), was an English singer, songwriter and actor. He was a figure in popular music for over five decades, becoming acclaimed by critics and other musicians for his innovative work. His career was marked by reinvention and visual presentation, his music and stagecraft significantly influencing popular music. During his lifetime, his record sales, estimated at 140 million albums worldwide, made him one of the world's best-selling music artists. In the UK, he was awarded nine platinum album certifications, eleven gold and eight silver, releasing eleven number-one albums. In the US, he received five platinum and seven gold certifications. He was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1996. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 884 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Zain Javadd "Zayn" Malik ( Urdu: زین مالک‎) (born 12 January 1993), who records mononymously as Zayn, is a British singer and songwriter. Born and raised in Bradford, Malik aspired to pursue a career in music from a young age leading him to audition as a solo artist for the British reality television music competition The X Factor in 2010. After being eliminated as a solo performer, Malik was brought back into the competition, along with four other contestants, to form the boy band that would become known as One Direction. During his time in the group, they released the albums Up All Night (2011), Take Me Home (2012), Midnight Memories (2013), and Four (2014). This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 270 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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For other people named Adele, see Adele (given name). For other uses, see Adele (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Adele Laurie Blue Adkins MBE[image: External link] (/e'del /[image: External link]; born 5 May 1988) is an English singer-songwriter. After graduating from the BRIT School for Performing Arts and Technology in 2006, Adele was given a recording contract by XL Recordings after a friend posted her demo on Myspace the same year. In 2007, she received the Brit Awards "Critics' Choice" award and won the BBC Sound of 2008 poll. Her debut album, 19, was released in 2008 to commercial and critical success. It is certified seven times platinum[image: External link] in the UK, and three times platinum in the US. The album contains her first song, "Hometown Glory", written when she was 16, which is based on her home suburb of West Norwood in London. An appearance she made on Saturday Night Live in late 2008 boosted her career in the US. At the 51st Grammy Awards in 2009, Adele received the awards for Best New Artist and Best Female Pop Vocal Performance.

She released her second studio album, 21, in early 2011. The album was critically well received and surpassed the success of her debut, earning the singer numerous awards in 2012, among them a record-tying[image: External link] six Grammy Awards, including Album of the Year; two Brit Awards, including British Album of the Year[image: External link], and three American Music Awards[image: External link]. The album has been certified 16 times platinum in the UK, and is the fourth best-selling album in the UK of all time. In the US, it has held the top position longer than any album since 1985, and is certified diamond[image: External link]. The album has sold over 31 million copies worldwide. The success of 21 earned Adele numerous mentions in the Guinness Book of World Records[image: External link]. She is the first woman in the history of the Billboard Hot 100 to have three simultaneous top 10 singles as a lead artist, and the first female artist to simultaneously have two albums in the top five of the Billboard 200 and two singles in the top five of the Billboard Hot 100. 21 is the longest-running number one album by a female solo artist in the history of the UK and US Album Charts.

In 2012, Adele released "Skyfall", which she co-wrote and recorded for the James Bond film of the same name. The song won an Academy Award, a Grammy Award, and a Golden Globe Award for Best Original Song, as well as the Brit Award for British Single of the Year. After taking a three-year break, Adele released her third studio album, 25, in 2015. It became the year's best-selling album and broke first week sales records in the UK and US. 25 was her second album to be certified diamond in the US and earned her five Grammy Awards, including her second Grammy Award for Album of the Year, and four Brit Awards. The lead single, "Hello", became the first song in the US to sell over one million digital copies within a week of its release. Her third concert tour, Adele Live 2016, visited Europe, North America and Oceania, and will conclude with four finale concerts at Wembley Stadium[image: External link] in mid-2017.

In 2011, 2012 and 2016, Billboard named Adele Artist of the Year. In 2012, she was listed at number five on VH1's 100 Greatest Women in Music. Time magazine named her one of the most influential people in the world in 2012 and 2016. With sales of more than 100 million records, Adele is one of the best-selling recording artists in the world.[4]
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 Early life




Adele Laurie Blue Adkins was born on 5 May 1988 in Tottenham, London, to an English mother, Penny Adkins, and a Welsh father, Marc Evans.[5] Evans left when Adele was two, leaving her mother to raise her.[6][7] She began singing at age four and asserts that she became obsessed with voices.[8][9] Growing up, Adele spent most of her time singing rather than reading; the last book she read was Roald Dahl's Matilda when she was six years old.[10] In 1997, at the age of nine, Adele and her mother, who by then had found work as a furniture maker and an adult-learning activities organiser, relocated to Brighton on the south coast of England.[11]

In 1999, two years later, she and her mother moved back to London; first to Brixton, and then to neighbouring district West Norwood, in south London.[12] West Norwood is the subject of Adele's first record, "Hometown Glory", which she wrote and composed in 2004, when she was 16.[13] Adele graduated from the BRIT School for Performing Arts & Technology in Croydon in May 2006,[14] where she was a classmate of Leona Lewis and Jessie J.[1][15] Adele credits the school with nurturing her talent[16] even though, at the time, she was more interested in going into A&R and hoped to launch other people's careers.[1]
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 2006–2010: Beginnings and 19




Four months after graduation, she published two songs on the fourth issue of the online arts publication PlatformsMagazine.com.[17] She had recorded a three-song demo for a class project and given it to a friend.[1] The friend posted the demo on Myspace, where it became very successful and led to a phone call from Richard Russell, boss of the music label XL Recordings. She doubted if the offer was real because the only record company she knew was Virgin Records, and she took a friend with her to the meeting.[15][18]

Nick Huggett, at XL, recommended Adele to manager Jonathan Dickins at September Management, and in June 2006, Dickins became her official representative.[19] September was managing Jamie T at the time and this proved a major draw for Adele, a big fan of the British singer-songwriter. Huggett then signed Adele to XL in September 2006.[19] Adele provided vocals for Jack Peñate[image: External link]'s song, "My Yvonne," for his debut album, and it was during this session she first met producer Jim Abbiss[image: External link], who would go on to produce both the majority of her debut album, 19, and tracks on 21.[20] In June 2007, Adele made her television debut, performing "Daydreamer" on the BBC's Later... with Jools Holland.[21] Adele's breakthrough song, "Hometown Glory", was released in October 2007.[19]

By 2008, Adele had become the headliner and performed an acoustic set, in which she was supported by Damien Rice.[22][23] She became the first recipient of the Brit Awards Critics' Choice and was named the number-one predicted breakthrough act of 2008 in an annual BBC poll of music critics, Sound of 2008.[24][25] The album 19, named for her age at the time she wrote and composed many of its songs, entered the British charts at number one. The Times Encyclopedia of Modern Music named 19 an "essential" blue-eyed soul recording.[26] She released her second single, "Chasing Pavements", on 14 January 2008, two weeks ahead of her debut album, 19. The song reached number two on the UK Chart, and stayed there for four weeks.[27] Adele was nominated for a 2008 Mercury Prize award for 19.[28] She also won an Urban Music Award for "Best Jazz Act."[29] She also received a Q Awards nomination in the category of Breakthrough Act[30] and a Music of Black Origin nomination in the category of Best UK Female.[31] In March 2008, Adele signed a deal with Columbia Records and XL Recordings for her foray into the United States.[32] She embarked on a short North American tour in the same month,[32] and 19 was released in the US in June.[16] Billboard magazine stated of it: "Adele truly has potential to become among the most respected and inspiring international artists of her generation."[33] The An Evening with Adele world tour began in May 2008 and ended in June 2009.[34]

She later cancelled the 2008 US tour dates to be with a former boyfriend.[35] She said in Nylon magazine in June 2009, "I'm like, 'I can't believe I did that.' It seems so ungrateful.... I was drinking far too much and that was kind of the basis of my relationship with this boy. I couldn't bear to be without him, so I was like, 'Well, I'll just cancel my stuff then.'"[35] She referred to this period as her "early life crisis".[35] She is also known for her dislike of flying and bouts of homesickness when away from her native London.[36] By the middle of October 2008, Adele's attempt to break in America appeared to have failed.[37][38] But then she was booked as the musical guest on the 18 October 2008 episode of NBC's Saturday Night Live. The episode, which included an expected appearance by then US vice-presidential candidate Sarah Palin, earned the program its best ratings in 14 years with 17 million viewers. Adele performed "Chasing Pavements" and "Cold Shoulder,"[39] and the following day, 19 topped the iTunes charts and ranked at number five at Amazon.com while "Chasing Pavements" rose into the top 25.[40] The album reached number 11 on the Billboard 200 as a result, a jump of 35 places over the previous week.[41] In November 2008 Adele moved to Notting Hill, London after leaving her mother's house, a move that prompted her to give up drinking.[42] The album was certified gold in February 2009 by the RIAA.[43] By July 2009, the album had sold 2.2 million copies worldwide.[44]

At the 51st Annual Grammy Awards in February 2009, Adele received the award for Best New Artist, in addition to the award for Best Female Pop Vocal Performance for "Chasing Pavements", which was also nominated for Record of the Year and Song of the Year.[45] Adele performed "Chasing Pavements" at the ceremony in a duet with Jennifer Nettles. In 2010, Adele received a Grammy nomination for Best Female Pop Vocal Performance for "Hometown Glory."[46] In April her song "My Same" entered the German Singles Chart after it had been performed by Lena Meyer-Landrut in the talent show contest Unser Star für Oslo[image: External link], or Our Star for Oslo, in which the German entry to the Eurovision Song Contest 2010[image: External link] was determined.[47][48] In late September, after being featured on The X Factor, Adele's version of Bob Dylan's "Make You Feel My Love[image: External link]" re-entered the UK singles chart at number 4.[49] During the 2010 CMT Artists of the Year special, Adele performed a widely publicised duet of Lady Antebellum's "Need You Now" with Darius Rucker.[50] This performance was later nominated for a CMT Music Award.[51]
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 2011–2014: 21, worldwide recognition and hiatus




Adele released her second studio album, 21, on 24 January 2011 in the UK and 22 February in the US.[52][53] She said that the album was inspired by the break-up with her former partner.[7] The album's sound is described as classic and contemporary country and roots music. The change in sound from her first album was the result of her bus driver playing contemporary music from Nashville when she was touring the American South, and the title reflected the growth she had experienced in the prior two years.[53] Adele told Spin Magazine[image: External link]: "It was really exciting for me because I never grew up around [that music]."[54] 21 hit number 1 in more than 26 countries, including the UK and the US.[55][56][57]

An emotional performance of "Someone Like You" at the 2011 Brit Awards on 15 February propelled the song to number one in the UK.[58] Her first album, 19, re-entered the UK album chart alongside 21, while first and second singles "Rolling in the Deep" and "Someone Like You" were in the top 5 of the UK singles chart, making Adele the first living artist to achieve the feat of two top-five hits in both the Official Singles Chart and the Official Albums Chart simultaneously since The Beatles in 1964.[59] Both songs topped the charts in multiple markets and broke numerous sales performance records. Following her performance of "Someone Like You" at the 2011 MTV Video Music Awards, it became Adele's second number-one single on the Billboard Hot 100.[60] By December 2011, 21 sold over 3.4 million copies in the UK, and became the biggest-selling album of the 21st century, overtaking Amy Winehouse's Back to Black,[61][62] with Adele becoming the first artist ever to sell three million albums in the UK in one calendar year.[63][64] "Set Fire to the Rain" became Adele's third number one single on the Billboard Hot 100, as Adele became the first artist ever to have an album, 21, hold the number-one position on the Billboard 200 concurrently with three number one singles.[65] Moreover, 21 had the most weeks on the Billboard 200 chart of any album by a woman.[66]

To promote the album, Adele embarked upon the "Adele Live" tour, which sold out its North American leg.[67] In October 2011, Adele was forced to cancel two tours because of a vocal-cord haemorrhage. She released a statement saying she needed an extended period of rest to avoid permanent damage to her voice.[68] In the first week of November 2011 Steven M. Zeitels, director of the Center for Laryngeal Surgery and Voice Rehabilitation at the Massachusetts General Hospital in Boston, performed laser microsurgery on Adele's vocal cords to remove a benign polyp.[69][70][71] A recording of her tour, Live at the Royal Albert Hall, was released in November 2011, debuting at number one in the US with 96,000 copies sold, the highest one-week tally for a music DVD in four years, becoming the best-selling music DVD of 2011.[72] Adele is the first artist in Nielsen SoundScan history to have the year's number-one album (21), number-one single ("Rolling in the Deep"), and number-one music video.[73] At the 2011 American Music Awards[image: External link] on 20 November, Adele won three awards; Favorite Pop/Rock Female Artist, Favorite Adult Contemporary Artist, and Favorite Pop/Rock Album for 21.[74] On 9 December, Billboard named Adele Artist of the Year, Billboard 200 Album of the Year (21), and the Billboard Hot 100 Song of the Year ("Rolling in the Deep"), becoming the first woman ever to top all three categories.[75][76]

Following the throat microsurgery, she made her live comeback at the 2012 Grammy Awards in February.[77] She won in all six categories for which she was nominated, making her the second female artist in Grammy history, after Beyoncé, to win that many categories in a single night.[78] Following that success, 21 achieved the biggest weekly sales increase following a Grammy win since Nielsen SoundScan began tracking data in 1991.[79][80] Adele received the Brit Award for Best British Female[image: External link] Solo Artist, and British Album of the Year[image: External link] presented to her by George Michael.[81][82] Following the Brit Awards, 21 reached number one for the 21st non-consecutive week in the UK.[83] The album has sold over 4.5 million copies in the UK where it is the fourth best-selling album of all time.[84] In October, the album's sales surpassed 4.5 million in the UK, and in November 10 million in the US.[85][86][87] As of 2016, the album has sold over 31 million copies worldwide.[88][89][90] By the end of 2014, she had sold an estimated 40 million albums and 50 million singles worldwide.[91] Adele is the only artist or band in the last decade in the US to earn an RIAA diamond certification[image: External link] for a one disc album in less than two years.[86]

In October 2012, Adele confirmed that she had been writing, composing and recording the theme song for Skyfall, the twenty-third James Bond film.[92][93] The song "Skyfall," written and composed in collaboration with producer Paul Epworth[image: External link], was recorded at Abbey Road Studios, and features orchestrations by J. A. C. Redford.[94] Adele stated recording "Skyfall" was "one of the proudest moments of my life." On 14 October, "Skyfall" rose to number 2 on the UK Singles Chart with sales of 92,000 copies bringing its overall sales to 176,000, and "Skyfall" entered the Billboard Hot 100 at number 8, selling 261,000 copies in the US in its first three days.[95] This tied "Skyfall" with Duran Duran's "A View to a Kill" as the highest-charting James Bond theme song on the UK Singles Chart;[96] a record surpassed in 2015 by Sam Smith's "Writing's on the Wall".[97]

"Skyfall" has sold more than two million copies worldwide[98] and earned Adele the Golden Globe Award for Best Original Song[99] and the Academy Award for Best Original Song.[100] In December 2012, Adele was named Billboard Artist of the Year, and 21 was named Album of the Year, making her the first artist to receive both accolades two years in a row.[101][102] Adele was also named top female artist.[102] The Associated Press named Adele Entertainer of the Year for 2012.[103] The 2013 Grammy Awards saw Adele's live version of "Set Fire to the Rain" win the Grammy Award for Best Pop Solo Performance, bringing her total wins to nine.[104]

On 3 April 2012, Adele confirmed that her third album would likely be at least two years away, stating, "I have to take time and live a little bit. There were a good two years between my first and second albums, so it'll be the same this time." She stated that she would continue writing and composing her own material.[105] At the 2013 Grammy Awards, she confirmed that she was in the very early stages of her third album.[106][107] She also stated that she will most likely work with Paul Epworth again.[106]

In September 2013, Wiz Khalifa confirmed that he and Adele had collaborated on a song for his upcoming fifth studio album, Blacc Hollywood, though the collaboration did not make the final track listing.[108] In January 2014, Adele received her tenth Grammy Award with "Skyfall" winning Best Song Written for Visual Media at the 56th Annual Grammy Awards.[109] On the eve of her 26th birthday in May 2014, Adele posted a cryptic message via her Twitter account which prompted media discussion about her next album. The message, "Bye bye 25... See you again later in the year," was interpreted by some in the media, including the Daily Mail and Capital FM, as meaning that her next album would be titled 25 and released later in the year.[110][111] In 2014, Adele was nominated for nine World Music Awards.[112] In early August, Paul Moss[image: External link] suggested that an album would be released in 2014 or 2015.[113] However, in the October 2014 accounts filed with Companies House by XL Recordings, they ruled out a 2014 release.[114]
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 2015–present: 25 and Adele Live 2016




On 27 August 2015, Billboard reported that Adele's label, XL Recordings, had intentions of releasing her third studio album sometime in November 2015.[115] Danger Mouse[image: External link] has contributed a song, while Tobias Jesso Jr. has written a track, and Ryan Tedder is "back in the mix after producing and co-writing "Rumour Has It" on 21."[115] At the 72nd Venice International Film Festival in early September 2015, Sia announced that her new single "Alive" was co-written by Adele, and had originally been intended for Adele's third album.[116] On 18 October, a 30-second clip of new material from Adele was shown on UK television during a commercial break on The X Factor. The commercial teases a snippet from a new song from her third album, with viewers hearing a voice singing accompanied by lyrics on a black screen.[117]

In a statement released three days later she confirmed that the album is titled 25, with Adele stating, "My last record was a break-up record, and if I had to label this one, I would call it a make-up record. Making up for lost time. Making up for everything I ever did and never did. 25 is about getting to know who I've become without realising. And I'm sorry it took so long but, you know, life happened."[118] Adele also believes 25 will be her last album with her age as its title, believing that 25 would be the end to a trilogy.[119] On 22 October, Adele confirmed that 25 would be released on 20 November, while the lead single from the album, "Hello" would be released on 23 October.[120] The song was first played on Nick Grimshaw's Radio 1 Breakfast Show on the BBC on the morning of 23 October with Adele interviewed live.[121] The video of "Hello", released on 22 October, was viewed over 27.7 million times on YouTube in its first 24 hours, breaking the Vevo record[image: External link] for the most views in a day, surpassing the 20.1 million views for "Bad Blood" by Taylor Swift.[122] On 28 October, BBC News reported that "Hello" was being viewed on YouTube an average one million times an hour.[123] "Hello" went on to become the fastest video to hit one billion views on YouTube, which it achieved after 88 days.[124] The video for "Hello" captured iconic British elements such as a red telephone box and a cup of tea.[125] The song debuted at number one in the UK Singles Chart on 30 October, with first week sales of 330,000 copies, making it the biggest-selling number one single in three years.[126] "Hello" also debuted at number one in many countries around the world, including Australia, France, Canada, New Zealand, Ireland and Germany, and on 2 November, the song debuted at number one on the Billboard Hot 100, becoming the first song in the US to sell at least one million downloads in a week, setting the record at 1.11 million.[127] By the end of 2015, it had sold 12.3 million units globally and was the year's 7th best-selling single despite being released in late October.[128]

On 27 October, BBC One announced plans for Adele at the BBC, a one-hour special presented by Graham Norton, in which Adele talks about her new album and performs new songs.[129] This was her first television appearance since performing at the 2013 Academy Awards ceremony, and the show was recorded before a live audience on 2 November for broadcast on 20 November, coinciding with the release of 25.[130] On 27 October it was also announced that the singer would make an appearance on the US entertainment series Saturday Night Live on 21 November.[129][131] On 30 October, Adele confirmed that she would be performing a one-night-only concert titled Adele Live in New York City at the Radio City Music Hall on 17 November. Subsequently, NBC aired the concert special on 14 December.[132][133]

On 27 November, 25 debuted at number one on the UK Albums Chart and became the fastest selling album in UK chart history with over 800,000 copies sold in its first week.[134] The album debuted at number one in the US where it sold a record-breaking 3.38 million copies in its first week, the largest single sales week for an album since Nielsen began monitoring sales in 1991.[135] 25 also broke first week sales records in Canada and New Zealand.[136][137] 25 became the best-selling album of 2015 in a number of countries, including Australia, the UK and the US, where it spent seven consecutive weeks at number one in each country, before being displaced by David Bowie's Blackstar.[138][139][140] It was the year's best-selling album worldwide with 17.4 million copies sold in 2015 alone,[128] and has since sold 20 million copies globally.[141] Adele's seven weeks at the top of the UK Albums Chart took her total to 31 weeks at number one in the UK with her three albums, surpassing Madonna's previous record of most weeks at number one for a female act ever in the UK.[142]

In November 2015, Adele's 2016 tour was announced, her first tour since 2011.[143] Beginning in Europe, Adele Live 2016 included four dates at the Manchester Arena[image: External link] in March 2016, eight dates at the O2 Arena, London, with further dates in Ireland, Spain, Germany, Italy and the Netherlands among others.[144] Her North American Tour began in July, with the opening concert in St. Paul, Minnesota on 5 July.[145]

At the 2016 Brit Awards in London on 24 February, Adele received the awards for British Female Solo Artist, British Album of the Year for 25, British Single of the Year for "Hello", and British Global Success, bringing her Brit Award wins to eight.[146] She closed the ceremony by performing "When We Were Young", the second single from 25.[146] Two more singles from 25 were relesead in 2016: "Send My Love (To Your New Lover)" and "Water Under the Bridge". While on stage at London's O2 Arena on 17 March, Adele announced that she would be headlining on the Pyramid Stage at the 2016 Glastonbury Festival, which was later confirmed by the festival's organizers.[147] She appeared for a 90-minute fifteen song set at the festival on 25 June, and described the experience as "by far, the best moment of my life so far".[148] As part of her world tour, in February and March 2017, Adele performed in Australia for the first time, playing outdoor stadiums around the country.[149]

Adele will complete her world tour with four concerts, dubbed "The Finale", at Wembley Stadium[image: External link], London on 28, 29 June and 1, 2 July 2017.[150] She announced the shows at "the home of football" by singing the England football team's "Three Lions" anthem and also the theme song to the BBC's weekly Premier League football show Match of the Day.[150] She added the 28 June and 2 July dates after the first two dates sold out.[151] At the end of 2016, Billboard named Adele Artist of the Year for the third time,[152] with the Top Billboard 200 album.[153] 25 was the best-selling album for a second consecutive year in the US.[154] With 140 million views, Adele's Carpool Karaoke through the streets of London with James Corden, a sketch which featured on Corden's talk show The Late Late Show with James Corden in January 2016, was the biggest YouTube viral video of 2016.[155]

At the 59th Annual Grammy Awards, Adele won all five of her nominations, bringing her to fifteen. She won awards for Album of the Year and Best Pop Vocal Album for 25, and Record of the Year, Song of the Year and Best Pop Solo Performance for "Hello".[156] She also performed a tribute to the late George Michael singing the rendition of his song "Fastlove"; due to technical difficulties which occurred during the performance Adele decided to stop and restart, explaining "I can't mess this up for him".[157]
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Adele has cited the Spice Girls as a major influence in regard to her love and passion for music, stating that "they made me what I am today".[158] Adele impersonated the Spice Girls at dinner parties as a young girl.[159] She stated she was left "heartbroken" when her favourite Spice Girl, Geri Halliwell aka "Ginger Spice", left the group.[160][161] She has also stated that growing up, she listened to Sinéad O'Connor[image: External link],[162] The Cure,[163] Dusty Springfield,[164] Celine Dion,[165] and Annie Lennox.[166] One of Adele's earliest influences was Gabrielle, who Adele has admired since the age of five. During Adele's school years, her mother made her an eye patch with sequins which she used to perform as the Hackney born star in a school talent contest.[167] After moving to south London, she became interested in R&B artists such as Aaliyah, Destiny's Child, and Mary J. Blige.[168] Adele says that one of the most defining moments in her life was when she watched Pink perform at Brixton Academy in London. She states: "It was the Missundaztood record, so I was about 13 or 14. I had never heard, being in the room, someone sing like that live […] I remember sort of feeling like I was in a wind tunnel, her voice just hitting me. It was incredible."[169][170]

In 2002, aged 14, Adele discovered Etta James and Ella Fitzgerald as she stumbled on the artists' CDs in the jazz section of her local music store. She was struck by their appearance on the album covers.[13] Adele states she then "started listening to Etta James every night for an hour," and in the process was getting "to know my own voice."[13] Adele credits Amy Winehouse and her 2003 album Frank for inspiring her to take up the guitar, stating, "If it wasn't for Amy and Frank, one hundred per cent I wouldn't have picked up a guitar, I wouldn't have written "Daydreamer" or "Hometown [Glory]" and I wrote "Someone Like You" on the guitar too."[171] She also states that her mother, who is very close to her, exposed her to the music of Aaliyah, Lauryn Hill, Mary J. Blige, and Alicia Keys, all of whom inspired her as well.[162] She is also a fan of Lana Del Rey, Grimes, Chvrches, FKA Twigs, Alabama Shakes, Kanye West, Rihanna, Frank Ocean, Stevie Nicks[image: External link], and Beyoncé.[172][173][174] In 2017, she described Beyoncé as a particular inspiration, calling her album Lemonade "so monumental". She said Beyoncé was "my artist of my life" and added "the other artists who mean that much to me are all dead."[175] Adele cited Madonna's album Ray of Light as a "chief inspiration" behind her album 25.[173]
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Adele's first album, 19, is of the soul genre, with lyrics describing heartbreak and relationship.[16] Her success occurred simultaneously with several other British female soul singers, with the British press dubbing her a new Amy Winehouse.[1] This was described as a third British Musical Invasion of the US.[15] However, Adele called the comparisons between her and other female soul singers lazy, noting "we're a gender, not a genre".[16][37][176] AllMusic wrote that "Adele is simply too magical to compare her to anyone."[13] Her second album, 21, shares the folk and soul influences of her debut album, but was further inspired by the American country and Southern blues music to which she had been exposed during her 2008–09 North American tour An Evening with Adele.[177][178] Composed in the aftermath of the singer's separation from her partner, the album typifies the near dormant tradition of the confessional singer-songwriter in its exploration of heartbreak, self-examination, and forgiveness. Having referred to 21 as a "break-up record", Adele labelled her third studio album, 25, a "make-up record", adding it was about "Making up for lost time. Making up for everything I ever did and never did."[118] Her yearning for her old self, her nostalgia, and melancholy about the passage of time, is a feature of 25, with Adele stating, "I've had a lot of regrets since I turned 25. And sadness hits me in different ways than it used to. There's a lot of things I don't think I'll ever get 'round to doing."[179]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Voice




Adele possesses a contralto vocal range.[180] Rolling Stone reported that following throat surgery her voice had become "palpably bigger and purer-toned", and that she had added a further four notes to the top of her range.[179] Initially, critics suggested that her vocals were more developed and intriguing than her songwriting, a sentiment with which Adele agreed.[181] She has stated: "I taught myself how to sing by listening to Ella Fitzgerald for acrobatics and scales, Etta James for passion and Roberta Flack[image: External link] for control."[182] Her voice has received acclaim from critics. In a review of 19, The Observer said, "The way she stretched the vowels, her wonderful soulful phrasing, the sheer unadulterated pleasure of her voice, stood out all the more; little doubt that she's a rare singer".[183] BBC Music wrote, "Her melodies exude warmth, her singing is occasionally stunning and, ...she has tracks that make Lily Allen and Kate Nash[image: External link] sound every bit as ordinary as they are."[184] For their reviews of 21, The New York Times' chief music critic Jon Pareles commended the singer's emotive timbre, comparing her to Dusty Springfield, Petula Clark[image: External link], and Annie Lennox: "[Adele] can seethe, sob, rasp, swoop, lilt and belt, in ways that draw more attention to the song than to the singer".[185] Ryan Reed of Paste magazine regarded her voice as "a raspy, aged-beyond-its-years thing of full-blooded beauty",[186] while MSN Music's Tom Townshend declared her "the finest singer of [our] generation".[187]
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It was reported in January 2012 that Adele had been dating charity entrepreneur and Old Etonian Simon Konecki since the summer of 2011.[188] In June 2012, Adele announced that she and Konecki were expecting a baby.[189][190] Their son was born on 19 October 2012.[191] On the topic of becoming a parent, Adele has since observed that she "felt like [she] was truly living. I had a purpose, where before I didn't".[192] Adele and Konecki brought a privacy case against a UK-based photo agency that published paparazzi images of their son taken during family outings in 2013.[193] Lawyers working on their behalf accepted damages from the company in July 2014.[194]

In early 2017, tabloids started speculating that Adele and Konecki had secretly married when they were spotted wearing matching rings on their ring fingers.[195] During her acceptance speech at the 59th Annual Grammy Awards for Album of the Year, Adele confirmed their marriage by calling Konecki her husband when thanking him.[196] She subsequently clarified her marital status in March 2017, telling the audience at a concert in Brisbane, Australia, "I'm married now".[197] In March 2017, Adele and Konecki purchased a home in East Grinstead, West Sussex.[198]

Born in Tottenham, north London, and raised in West Norwood, south London, Adele has a working-class London accent[199] that Rolling Stone magazine says has only softened slightly over the years.[179] Politically she is a supporter of the Labour Party, stating in 2011 that she was a "Labour girl through and through."[200] In May 2011, she advocated a lower tax rate for high-income earners; a view counter to that of the Labour Party.[201] In 2015, Adele stated "I'm a feminist, I believe that everyone should be treated the same, including race and sexuality".[173]

She is regarded as an icon for the LGBT community.[202] On 12 June 2016 an emotional Adele dedicated her show in Antwerp, Belgium to the victims of the mass shooting at a gay nightclub in Orlando, Florida, earlier that day, adding "The LGBTQ community, they're like my soul mates since I was really young, so I'm very moved by it."[203][204]
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Adele has performed in numerous charity concerts throughout her career. In 2007 and 2008 she performed at the Little Noise Sessions held at London's Union Chapel, with proceeds from the concerts donated to Mencap which works with people with learning disabilities.[36] In July and November 2008, Adele performed at the Keep a Child Alive Black Ball in London and New York City respectively.[205][206][207] On 17 September 2009 she performed at the Brooklyn Academy of Music, for the VH1 Divas event, a concert to raise money for the Save The Music Foundation charity.[208][209] On 6 December, Adele opened with a 40-minute set at John Mayer's 2nd Annual Holiday Charity Revue held at the Nokia Theatre[image: External link] in Los Angeles.[210] In 2011, Adele gave a free concert for Pride London, a registered charity which arranges LGBT events in London.[211] The same year, Adele took part in the UK charity telethon Comic Relief for Red Nose Day 2011, performing "Someone like You".[212]

Adele has been a major contributor to MusiCares, a charity organisation founded by the National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences for musicians in need. In February 2009, Adele performed at the 2009 MusiCares charity concert in Los Angeles. In 2011 and 2012, Adele donated autographed items for auctions to support MusiCares.[213][214][215] When on tour, Adele requires all backstage visitors to donate a minimum charitable contribution of $US20 for the UK charity SANDS, an organisation dedicated to "supporting anyone affected by the death of a baby and promoting research to reduce the loss of babies' lives". During the UK and European leg of her Adele Live tour, she collected $US13,000 for the charity.[216]
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Main article: List of awards and nominations received by Adele


At the 51st Annual Grammy Awards in 2009, Adele won awards in the categories of Best New Artist and Best Female Pop Vocal Performance.[217] She was also nominated in the categories of Record of the Year and Song of the Year.[218] The success of her debut album 19 saw Adele nominated for three Brit Awards in the categories of Best British Female, Best British Single and Best British Breakthrough Act.[219] Then British Prime Minister Gordon Brown sent a thank-you letter to Adele that stated "with the troubles that the country's in financially, you're a light at the end of the tunnel."[220]

Adele's second album, 21, earned her a record-tying[image: External link] six Grammy Awards, including Album of the Year; two Brit Awards, including British Album of the Year[image: External link]. The success of the album saw her receive numerous mentions in the Guinness Book of World Records[image: External link].[221] With 21 non-consecutive weeks at number 1 in the US, Adele broke the record for the longest number-1 album by a woman in Billboard history, beating the record formerly held by Whitney Houston's soundtrack The Bodyguard.[80] 21 spent its 23rd week at number one in March 2012, making it the longest-running album at number one since 1985,[222] and it became the fourth best-selling album of the past 10 years in the US.[223] The best selling album in the UK of the 21st century, and the best selling album by a female in UK chart history, 21 is also the fourth best-selling album in the UK of all time.[224][225] 21 was her first album certified diamond in the US.[226] On 6 March, 21 reached 30 non-consecutive weeks at number one on the Australian ARIA Chart, making it the longest-running number one album in Australia in the 21st century, and the second longest-running number one ever.[227]

In February 2012, Adele was listed at number five on VH1′s 100 Greatest Women in Music.[228] In April 2012, Time magazine named Adele one of the 100 most influential people in the world.[229][230] People named her one of 2012 Most Beautiful at Every Age.[231] On 30 April 2012, a tribute to Adele was held at New York City's (Le) Poisson Rouge called Broadway Sings Adele, starring various Broadway actors such as Matt Doyle.[232] In July 2012, Adele was listed at number six in Forbes list of the world's highest-paid celebrities under the age of 30, having earned £23 million between May 2011 and May 2012.[233]

On the week ending 3 March 2012, Adele became the first solo female artist to have three singles in the top 10 of the Billboard Hot 100 at the same time, and the first female artist to have two albums in the top 5 of the Billboard 200 and two singles in the top 5 of the Billboard Hot 100 simultaneously.[234] Adele topped the 2012 Sunday Times Rich List of musicians in the UK under 30[235] and made the Top 10 of Billboard magazine's "Top 40 Money Makers".[236] Billboard also announced the same day that Adele's "Rolling in the Deep" is the biggest crossover hit of the past 25 years, topping pop, adult pop and adult contemporary charts and that Adele is one of four female artists to have an album chart at number one for more than 13 weeks (the other three artists being Judy Garland, Carole King, and Whitney Houston).[236]

At the 2012 Ivor Novello Awards in May, Adele was named Songwriter of the Year, and "Rolling in the Deep" won the award for Most Performed Work of 2011.[237] At the 2012 BMI Awards held in London in October, Adele won Song of the Year (for "Rolling in the Deep") in recognition of the song being the most played on US television and radio in 2011.[238] In 2013, Adele won the Academy Award for Best Original Song for the James Bond theme "Skyfall". This is the first James Bond song to win and the fifth to be nominated (after "For Your Eyes Only" (1981), "Nobody Does It Better" (1977), "Live and Let Die" (1973), and "The Look of Love" (1967)).[239][240] "Skyfall" won the Brit Award for Best British Single at the 2013 Brit Awards.[241]

Released in 2015, Adele's third album, 25, became the year's best-selling album and broke first week sales records in a number of markets, including the UK and the US.[242] 25 was her second album to be certified diamond in the US and earned her five Grammy Awards, including her second Grammy Award for Album of the Year, and four Brit Awards for British Female Solo Artist, British Album of the Year, British Single of the Year for "Hello", and British Global Success.[146] Adele's seven weeks at the top of the UK Albums Chart took her total to 31 weeks at number one in the UK with her three albums, surpassing Madonna's previous record of most weeks at number one for a female act in the UK.[142] The lead single, "Hello", became the first song in the US to sell over one million digital copies within a week of its release.[127]

In June 2013, Adele was appointed a MBE[image: External link] in the Queen's Birthday Honours list for services to music, and she received the award from Prince Charles at Buckingham Palace on 19 December 2013.[243][244] In February 2013, she was assessed as one of the 100 most powerful women in the United Kingdom by Woman's Hour on BBC Radio 4.[245] In April 2016, Adele appeared for the second time on the Time 100 list of most influential people.[246]

In 2014, Adele was already being regarded as a British cultural icon, with young adults from abroad naming her among a group of people that they most associated with UK culture, which included William Shakespeare, Queen Elizabeth II, David Beckham, J. K. Rowling[image: External link], The Beatles, Charlie Chaplin and Elton John.[247][248]
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Main articles: Adele discography and List of songs recorded by Adele[image: External link]



	
19 (2008)

	
21 (2011)

	
25 (2015)




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Filmography





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Television






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2009
	Ugly Betty
	Herself
	Season 3, Episode 22 "In the Stars"



	2015
	Adele at the BBC
	Herself
	Television special



	2015
	Adele Live in New York City
	Herself
	Television special
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An Evening with Adele (2008–2009)

	
Adele Live (2011)

	
Adele Live 2016 (2016–2017)
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Adele (given name)






For other uses, see Adele (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Adele (also spelled Adèle) is a feminine given name meaning "manifesting".[2]

Its male form is the Germanic[image: External link] given name Adel[image: External link]. It should not be confused with the Arabic variant of Adel[image: External link], which has a different pronunciation.

An Arabic female name which is even used in Persian, is Adeleh.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Given name


	
Adelais (wife of Ingelger)[image: External link], name also given as Adele

	
Adèle of Champagne[image: External link] (1140–1206), French queen consort

	
Adèle of Dreux[image: External link], French countess

	
Adele of Meaux[image: External link] (950–980), French countess

	
Adele of Valois[image: External link], French countess

	
Adele of Vermandois[image: External link] (910–960), French countess

	
Adele Addison[image: External link] (born 1925), American singer

	
Adele Adkins[image: External link] (born 1988), English singer-songwriter

	
Adele Ajosun[image: External link] (died 1837), Oba of Lagos[image: External link]


	
Adèle Anderson[image: External link] (born 1952), British singer

	
Adele Änggård[image: External link] (born 1933), British-Swedish costume and stage designer

	
Adele Anthony[image: External link] (born 1971), Australian musician

	
Adele Arakawa[image: External link] (born 1958), American news anchor

	
Adele Astaire[image: External link] (1897–1981), American singer and dancer

	
Adelle August[image: External link] (1934–2005), American movie actress

	
Adèle Bayer[image: External link] (1814–1892), Belgian missionary

	
Adele Carles[image: External link] (born 1968), Australian politician

	
Adèle Christiaens[image: External link], Belgian fencer

	
Adelle Davis[image: External link] (1904–1974), American author

	
Adele DeGarde[image: External link] (1899–1972), American actress

	
Adele DeLeeuw[image: External link] (1899–1988), American writer

	
Adele Diamond[image: External link], Canadian psychologist

	
Adele Dixon[image: External link] (1908–1992), English actor

	
Adele Dunlap[image: External link] (born 1902), American teacher and nation's oldest living person

	
Adele Duttweiler[image: External link] (1892–1990), Swiss philanthropist

	
Adèle Exarchopoulos[image: External link], French actress

	
Adele Faccio[image: External link] (1920–2007), Italian politician

	
Adele Farina[image: External link] (born 1964), Australian politician

	
Adele Fifield[image: External link] (born 1966), Canadian director

	
Adele Garrison[image: External link], American writer

	
Adèle Geras[image: External link] (born 1944), English writer

	
Adele Girard[image: External link] (1913–1993), American jazz harpist

	
Adele Givens[image: External link], American actress

	
Adele Goldberg[image: External link] (born 1963), American linguist

	
Adele Goldberg[image: External link] (born 1945), American computer scientist

	
Adele Goldstine[image: External link] (1920–1964), American computer scientist

	
Adele Khoury Graham[image: External link] (born 1938), Lebanese educator

	
Adele Griffin[image: External link] (born 1970), American writer

	
Adèle Haenel[image: External link] (born 1989), French actress

	
Adele Holness[image: External link], English singer

	
Adele C. Howells[image: External link] (1886–1951), American general president of the Primary

	
Adèle Hugo[image: External link] (1830–1915), French diary writer and daughter of author Victor Hugo

	
Adèle Isaac[image: External link] (1854–1915), French opera singer

	
Adele Jergens[image: External link] (1917–2002), American actress

	
Adèle Kindt[image: External link] (1804–1884), Belgian painter

	
Adele King[image: External link] (born 1951), Irish entertainer

	
Adèle Caby-Livannah[image: External link] (born 1957), African writer

	
Adelle Lutz[image: External link] (born 1948), German model

	
Adele Mara[image: External link] (1923–2010), American actress

	
Adele Marcus[image: External link] (1906–1995), American pianist

	
Adele Megann[image: External link] (born 1962), Canadian writer

	
Adele Morales[image: External link] (born 1925), American painter and memoirist

	
Adele Aus der Ohe[image: External link] (1864–1937), German pianist and composer

	
Adele Parks[image: External link] (born 1969), English novelist

	
Adele W. Paxson[image: External link] (1913–2000), American socialite

	
Adele Ramos[image: External link], Belizean poet, author, journalist and publisher

	
Adele Reinhartz[image: External link], Canadian academic

	
Adele Roberts[image: External link] (born 1979), British past Big Brother participant

	
Adel Rootstein[image: External link] (1930–1992), British mannequin designer

	
Adele Rose[image: External link], British soap writer

	
Adele Rova, (born 1996) Fiji National Team Athlete Swimming

	
Adele Sandé (born 1988), Scottish R&B[image: External link] and Soul[image: External link] artist

	
Adele Sandrock[image: External link] (1863–1937), German actress

	
Adele Scheele[image: External link], American writer

	
Adele Silva[image: External link] (born 1980), British soap actress

	
Adele Simpson[image: External link] (1903–1995), American fashion designer

	
Adele Stolte[image: External link] (born 1932), German soprano singer

	
Adelle Stripe[image: External link] (born 1976), English poet

	
Adèle de Batz de Tranquelleon[image: External link] (1789–1828), French nun

	
Adele Ann Wilby[image: External link] (born 1950), Australian activist

	
Adele Wiseman[image: External link] (1928–1992), Canadian author

	
Adele Wong[image: External link] (born 1983), Singaporean actress



References



	
^ According to the etymological dictionary of Spanish Hellenisms composed of Crisostomo Eseverri Hualde ( ISBN[image: External link] 84-7009-072-0[image: External link], 6th edition) published by Ediciones Aldecoa, SL, Burgos in 1979 and earlier by publication of the Diocesan Seminary of Pamplona in 1945. Page 687: APPENDIX own names.
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Adele Live 2016






Not to be confused with Adele Live or Adele Live in New York City.

Adele Live 2016 (titled as Adele Live 2017 for the shows in 2017) is the third concert tour[image: External link] by British singer Adele in support of her third studio album, 25. It began on 29 February 2016, in Belfast[image: External link], Northern Ireland[image: External link] at the SSE Arena[image: External link], continued throughout Western Europe, North America and Oceania and will conclude on 2 July 2017, in London[image: External link], England[image: External link], at Wembley Stadium[image: External link].[2][3][4]
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 Background and commercial reception




Adele announced the Western European headlining dates on 26 November 2015. After tickets went on sale on 4 December, many venues reported sell-outs, resulting in extra dates being added in multiple cities on the itinerary.[5]

Tickets sold out nearly instantaneously, with promoters for Glasgow[image: External link]'s SSE Hydro[image: External link] reporting tickets for the 13,000 venue sold out within two minutes. Due to the high demand, online queues were set up, which resulted in queues of over 50,000 people for venues only seating a quarter of that.[6]

On 14 December 2015, Adele announced the North American leg of the tour. The leg included six nights at Madison Square Garden[image: External link][7] and eight nights at Staples Center[image: External link]. Adele broke Taylor Swift's five-show record for most consecutive sold-out shows at Staples Center.[8]

Ten million people tried to buy tickets to the North American leg of Adele's world tour. Only 750,000 tickets were available.[9]

On 18 March 2016, Adele confirmed rumours that she would be headlining Glastonbury Festival[image: External link] 2016, on 25 June. She was the fourth solo female to perform a headline set at the festival, and the first on a Saturday. Adele confirmed the news live on stage at the O2 Arena, in London.[10]

In July 2016, Pollstar[image: External link] released its 2016 Mid Year Special featuring the top-grossing tours of the year so far. Adele was announced as the sixth highest-grossing worldwide act of 2016 so far, with ticket sales of $75.9 million and 709,498 tickets sold from the 49 shows of the European leg of her tour.[11][12] Billboard reported that overall based on tickets sold through the first week of October 2016 the tour had sold in the $150 million range and that the total gross from the first 15 venues of the North American leg of tour was $67,599,098 with 601,195 tickets sold from 5 July to 7 October 2016.[13]

Her tour influenced lots of people, writers A.I.Alyaseer and R.I.Alyaseer wrote a novel titled (My Trip to Adele) that takes place in one of her tour concerts in Verona, the novel connects Adele's music lyrics with the story.[14]

The tour's Australian dates were announced on 15 November 2016. Adele will perform a series of special stadium concerts in market’s five big cities in February and March 2017.[15] New Zealand show was announced on 18 November 2016.[16] Her first two shows in New Zealand sold out in record-breaking 23 minutes, and a third show was announced, with all tickets sold in under 30 minutes.[17] As of January 2017, over 600,000 tickets have been sold for the tour's Australian concerts.[18]

According to StubHub[image: External link], a ticket resale site, the tour ranked the most popular concert tour of 2016.[19]

Adele Live 2016 ranked at #5 on Pollstar's annual Year End Top Worldwide Tours chart with $167.7 million.[20]

Adele performed to her largest audience on tour both in terms of the amount in a single shows, as well as overall for one city, with her two concerts at Sydney's[image: External link] ANZ Stadium[image: External link], which attracted 95,544 people per concert.[21] This is also the largest audience the venue has seen since the 2000 Sydney Olympics[image: External link], breaking Taylor Swift's 2015 record of 75,980 audience members.[22] The show was so packed that it caused huge public transport delays all around the city and both shows were delayed by up to 45 minutes to allow attendees more time to arrive at the concert.[23]
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 Critical reception
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 Opening night




The UK tour received mostly very positive reviews. Bernadette McNulty of The Daily Telegraph gave the opening show at The SSE Arena Belfast[image: External link] five stars. She referenced the expensive secondary market ticket prices for the tour, saying that "Adele is worth every penny". McNulty states that "Adele undoubtedly has the popularity to fill endless arenas, but maintaining the attention of thousands of people used to the hi-tech extravaganzas laid on by the likes of Taylor Swift and Beyoncé can demand more flashing lights, dance routines and hydraulics than any natural talent. Her entrance was certainly theatrical, emerging from the centre of the arena underneath a main stage flanked by an Orwellian projection of her giant eyes blinking. But between that and some virtual, or possibly in Belfast real, rain, Adele kept it remarkably and effectively simple, letting nothing get in the way of what was almost a religious communion with her fans."[24] BBC News[image: External link] music reporter Mark Savage said that "Adele enjoyed a rapturous reception as she opened her world tour with an intimate arena show in Belfast[image: External link]."

Continuing his positive review, he said "even the steeliest of hearts would have been forced to concede she had brought the goods."[25] Amanda Ferguson from the Belfast Telegraph said that "Adele is fun, charismatic and exceptionally talented" in her four star review.[26] Alexis Petridis of The Guardian opened her review by saying that Adele "delivers a solid - if unsurprising - show on the first night of her tour". In her four star review, Petridis noted Adele saying "I know some of you have been dragged along here tonight but I'm going to win you over", before concluding that "judging by the reaction as she finally disappears - on the same platform on which she appeared - she has managed it."[27] Nick Hasted of The Independent gave the show three stars, saying that "she tries soul moves over gospel piano, but owes more to Shirley Bassey[image: External link] than Aretha[image: External link]". Giving a mostly positive review, Hasted concluded the review by saying "Adele needs the nerve to make a defining leap, to become the bawdy, ballsy she is on stage when she writes. Pop is dying for it."[28]
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 The O2 Arena residency




The critical response was overwhelmingly positive when Adele performed six shows at The O2 Arena in her hometown, London[image: External link]. The Huffington Post's Ashley Percival gave one of the shows five stars: "By her own admission, most of her back catalogue is "fucking miserable", and I questioned quite how the Tottenham-born songstress would hold the attention of the packed O2 Arena without being able to rely on exhaustive dance routines or belting out some pop bangers to boost the energy. But the second she emerged through the floor of a small B-stage uttering those immortal words "Hello, it's me", any concerns just evaporated — every single person in the room was in complete awe, and would stay that way for the entirety of the 18-song set."[29] David Smyth from the London Evening Standard[image: External link] said that "Adele shifted constantly from being a lightning rod for emotion to a light entertainer" in his four star review. He also complimented the show's opening performance of "Hello", saying that "isolated, with her large band hidden behind the screen, [Adele] held the room without trickery — just one of the great singing voices."[30] Ludovic Hunter-Tilney from the Financial Times[image: External link] stated in his four star review that the show "had an old-school air of professionalism, sumptuously mounted and impeccably rehearsed." Hunter-Tilney also said that "Flashy special effects were kept to a minimum, such as the downfall of water that surrounded her for "Set Fire to the Rain" towards the end. The absence of high-tech arena spectacle helped the show. It allowed Adele's personality to gain the upper hand over her professionalism."[31]
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 Genting Arena




Adele performed in the Genting Arena, Birmingham on 29, 30 March and 1, 2 April 2016 in a performance described as "mesmerizing", "jaw-dropping" and "breath-taking".[32][33]
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 Domain Stadium




Adele's first performance in Australia[image: External link] at the Domain Stadium[image: External link] in Perth[image: External link] was met with universally positive reviews. Heather McNeill of The Sydney Morning Herald[image: External link] said Adele "was noticeably humbled by the massive crowd [the largest in West Australian concert history], admitting in her first many witty and warm chats with fans that she was a bit nervous." She named "I'll Be Waiting", "Rumour Has It" and "Water Under the Bridge" as highlights calling them "flawless" and "soulful", as well as "Sweetest Devotion" and "Take It All". McNeill gave the concert five stars. [34] Simon Collins of The West Australian[image: External link] gave the concert four stars, claiming that "for many people, Adele's first ever Australian show and first ever stadium concert will be the best they have ever seen." He said that whilst "for many people, this was a five-star concert", for him "not so much...but like all that confetti after the show, I've been swept up in Adele fever." He concluded that "the once-in-a-generation artist and unique, yet down-to-earth, personality had left Perth fans both starstruck and with a brand new bestie." [35] In a review for the The Guardian, Bob Gordon claims that "Perth was entranced and besotted by Adele a full 48 hours before her show" so that "by showtime, gridlock or not, Perth was fit to pop." [36]
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 Set list




This set list is representative of the 29 February 2016 concert, in Belfast.[37] It may not representative of all concerts of the duration of the tour.



	"Hello"

	"Hometown Glory"

	"One and Only"

	"Rumour Has It"

	"Water Under the Bridge"

	"I Miss You"

	"Skyfall"

	"Million Years Ago"

	"Don't You Remember"

	"Send My Love (To Your New Lover)"

	"Make You Feel My Love[image: External link]"

	"Sweetest Devotion[image: External link]"

	"Chasing Pavements"

	"Someone Like You"

	"Set Fire to the Rain"



Encore


	"All I Ask[image: External link]"

	"When We Were Young"

	"Rolling in the Deep"






Glastonbury Festival[38] 


The set list at Glastonbury Festival[image: External link] was:



	"Hello"

	"Rumour Has It"

	"I'll Be Waiting"

	"One and Only"

	"Water Under the Bridge"

	"Skyfall"

	"Hometown Glory"

	"Don't You Remember"

	"Send My Love (To Your New Lover)"

	"River Lea" (Live debut)


	"Rolling in the Deep"

	"Make You Feel My Love"

	"Set Fire to the Rain"



Encore:


	"When We Were Young"

	"Someone Like You"
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 Shows






	List of concerts, showing date, city, country, venue, tickets sold, amount of available tickets, and gross revenue



	Date
	City
	Country
	Venue
	Attendance
	Revenue



	Leg 1 – Europe[39][40]



	29 February 2016
	Belfast[image: External link]
	Northern Ireland[image: External link]
	SSE Arena[image: External link]
	21,593 / 21,593
	$2,326,160



	1 March 2016



	4 March 2016
	Dublin[image: External link]
	Republic of Ireland[image: External link]
	3Arena[image: External link]
	25,290 / 25,290
	$2,617,060



	5 March 2016



	7 March 2016
	Manchester[image: External link]
	England[image: External link]
	Manchester Arena[image: External link]
	63,209 / 63,209
	$7,243,160



	8 March 2016



	10 March 2016



	11 March 2016



	15 March 2016
	London[image: External link]
	The O2 Arena
	126,043 / 126,043[a]
	$14,759,300[a]



	16 March 2016



	18 March 2016



	19 March 2016



	21 March 2016



	22 March 2016



	25 March 2016
	Glasgow[image: External link]
	Scotland[image: External link]
	The SSE Hydro[image: External link]
	22,292 / 22,292
	$2,410,390



	26 March 2016



	29 March 2016
	Birmingham[image: External link]
	England
	Genting Arena
	52,562 / 52,562
	$6,426,580



	30 March 2016



	1 April 2016



	2 April 2016



	4 April 2016
	London
	The O2 Arena
	[a]
	[a]



	5 April 2016



	29 April 2016
	Stockholm[image: External link]
	Sweden[image: External link]
	Tele2 Arena[image: External link]
	30,772 / 30,772
	$2,406,130



	1 May 2016
	Oslo[image: External link]
	Norway[image: External link]
	Telenor Arena[image: External link]
	21,005 / 21,005
	$1,785,430



	3 May 2016
	Copenhagen[image: External link]
	Denmark[image: External link]
	Forum Copenhagen[image: External link]
	9,907 / 9,907
	$1,146,490



	4 May 2016
	Herning[image: External link]
	Jyske Bank Boxen[image: External link]
	12,123 / 12,123
	$1,430,260



	7 May 2016
	Berlin[image: External link]
	Germany[image: External link]
	Mercedes-Benz Arena[image: External link]
	23,798 / 23,798
	$2,319,340



	8 May 2016



	10 May 2016
	Hamburg[image: External link]
	Barclaycard Arena[image: External link]
	23,267 / 23,267
	$2,343,370



	11 May 2016



	14 May 2016
	Cologne[image: External link]
	Lanxess Arena[image: External link]
	29,119 / 29,119
	$2,734,650



	15 May 2016



	17 May 2016
	Zürich[image: External link]
	Switzerland[image: External link]
	Hallenstadion[image: External link]
	26,480 / 26,480
	$2,730,090



	18 May 2016



	21 May 2016
	Lisbon[image: External link]
	Portugal[image: External link]
	MEO Arena[image: External link]
	36,081 / 36,081
	$2,692,990



	22 May 2016



	24 May 2016
	Barcelona[image: External link]
	Spain[image: External link]
	Palau Sant Jordi[image: External link]
	31,075 / 31,075
	$2,858,760



	25 May 2016



	28 May 2016
	Verona[image: External link]
	Italy[image: External link]
	Arena di Verona[image: External link]
	25,512 / 25,512
	$2,008,990



	29 May 2016



	1 June 2016
	Amsterdam[image: External link]
	Netherlands[image: External link]
	Ziggo Dome[image: External link]
	51,777 / 51,777
	$4,810,120



	3 June 2016



	4 June 2016



	6 June 2016



	9 June 2016
	Paris[image: External link]
	France[image: External link]
	AccorHotels Arena[image: External link]
	26,113 / 26,113
	$2,798,970



	10 June 2016



	12 June 2016
	Antwerp[image: External link]
	Belgium[image: External link]
	Sportpaleis[image: External link]
	52,130 / 52,130
	$5,713,100



	13 June 2016



	15 June 2016



	25 June 2016[b]
	Pilton[image: External link]
	England
	Worthy Farm[image: External link]
	N/A
	N/A



	Leg 2 – North America[39][42]



	5 July 2016
	Saint Paul
	United States[image: External link]
	Xcel Energy Center[image: External link]
	30,685 / 30,685
	$3,376,247



	6 July 2016



	10 July 2016
	Chicago[image: External link]
	United Center[image: External link]
	45,635 / 45,635
	$5,074,208



	11 July 2016



	13 July 2016



	16 July 2016
	Denver[image: External link]
	Pepsi Center[image: External link]
	27,313 / 27,313
	$2,999,334



	17 July 2016



	20 July 2016
	Vancouver[image: External link]
	Canada[image: External link]
	Rogers Arena[image: External link]
	28,959 / 28,959
	$3,238,209



	21 July 2016



	25 July 2016
	Seattle
	United States
	KeyArena[image: External link]
	25,003 / 25,003
	$2,890,817



	26 July 2016



	30 July 2016
	San Jose[image: External link]
	SAP Center[image: External link]
	28,002 / 28,002
	$3,224,583



	31 July 2016



	2 August 2016
	Oakland[image: External link]
	Oracle Arena[image: External link]
	14,577 / 14,577
	$1,722,672



	5 August 2016
	Los Angeles[image: External link]
	Staples Center[image: External link]
	118,149 / 118,149[c]
	$13,821,741[c]



	6 August 2016



	9 August 2016



	10 August 2016



	12 August 2016



	13 August 2016



	16 August 2016
	Phoenix[image: External link]
	Talking Stick Resort Arena[image: External link]
	14,166 / 14,166
	$1,573,459



	20 August 2016
	Los Angeles
	Staples Center
	[c]
	[c]



	21 August 2016



	6 September 2016
	Auburn Hills[image: External link]
	The Palace of Auburn Hills[image: External link]
	28,812 / 28,812
	$3,007,199



	7 September 2016



	9 September 2016
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	Wells Fargo Center[image: External link]
	31,251 / 31,452[43]
	$3,698,133



	10 September 2016



	14 September 2016
	Boston[image: External link]
	TD Garden[image: External link]
	27,183 / 27,183
	$3,022,975



	15 September 2016



	19 September 2016
	New York City[image: External link]
	Madison Square Garden[image: External link]
	86,652 / 86,652
	$9,829,597



	20 September 2016



	22 September 2016



	23 September 2016



	25 September 2016



	26 September 2016



	30 September 2016
	Montreal[image: External link]
	Canada
	Bell Centre[image: External link]
	32,155 / 32,155
	$3,370,793



	1 October 2016



	3 October 2016
	Toronto[image: External link]
	Air Canada Centre[image: External link]
	62,653 / 62,653
	$6,749,131



	4 October 2016



	6 October 2016



	7 October 2016



	10 October 2016
	Washington, D.C.[image: External link]
	United States
	Verizon Center[image: External link]
	29,043 / 29,043
	$3,279,706



	11 October 2016



	15 October 2016
	Nashville[image: External link]
	Bridgestone Arena[image: External link]
	26,434 / 26,434
	$2,828,954



	16 October 2016



	25 October 2016
	Miami[image: External link]
	American Airlines Arena[image: External link]
	27,906 / 27,906
	$3,199,011



	26 October 2016



	28 October 2016
	Atlanta[image: External link]
	Philips Arena[image: External link]
	26,507 / 26,507
	$2,924,777



	29 October 2016



	1 November 2016
	Dallas[image: External link]
	American Airlines Center[image: External link]
	27,906 /27,906
	$3,143,958



	2 November 2016



	4 November 2016
	Austin[image: External link]
	Frank Erwin Center[image: External link]
	25,267 / 25,267
	$2,725,292



	5 November 2016



	8 November 2016
	Houston[image: External link]
	Toyota Center[image: External link]
	25,577 / 25,577
	$3,032,246



	9 November 2016



	14 November 2016
	Mexico City[image: External link]
	Mexico[image: External link]
	Palacio de los Deportes[image: External link]
	34,585 / 34,585
	$3,259,064



	15 November 2016



	21 November 2016[d]
	Phoenix
	United States
	Talking Stick Resort Arena
	14,154 / 14,154
	$1,445,379



	Leg 3 – Oceania[39]



	28 February 2017
	Perth[image: External link]
	Australia[image: External link]
	Domain Stadium[image: External link]
	—
	—



	4 March 2017
	Brisbane[image: External link]
	The Gabba[image: External link]
	—
	—



	5 March 2017



	10 March 2017
	Sydney[image: External link]
	ANZ Stadium[image: External link]
	—
	—



	11 March 2017



	13 March 2017
	Adelaide[image: External link]
	Adelaide Oval[image: External link]
	—
	—



	18 March 2017
	Melbourne[image: External link]
	Etihad Stadium[image: External link]
	—
	—



	19 March 2017



	23 March 2017
	Auckland[image: External link]
	New Zealand[image: External link]
	Mount Smart Stadium[image: External link]
	—
	—



	25 March 2017



	26 March 2017



	Leg 4 – England[39]



	28 June 2017
	London
	England
	Wembley Stadium[image: External link]
	—
	—



	29 June 2017



	1 July 2017



	2 July 2017



	Total
	1,739,727 / 1,739,727

(100%)
	$166,978,825
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 Notes






	
^ a b c d The score data is combined from the shows held at the The O2 Arena from 15, 16, 18, 19, 21, 22 March & 4, 5 April 2016 respectively.


	
^ The concert of 25 June 2016 in Pilton, England at Worthy Farm is a part of Glastonbury Festival[image: External link].[41]


	
^ a b c d The score data is combined from the shows held at the Staples Center[image: External link] from 5, 6, 9, 10, 12, 13, 20, 21 August 2016 respectively.


	
^ The second concert in Phoenix was originally scheduled to take place on 17 August 2016, but was rescheduled due to illness.[44]
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 Personnel





	Adele – vocals

	Tim Van Der Kuil – guitars & musical director

	
Amanda Brown[image: External link] – backing vocals

	Martine Celisca – backing vocals

	Katie Holmes-Smith – backing vocals

	Ben Thomas – guitars

	Aaron Draper – percussion

	Peter Randall – bass guitars

	Eric Wortham II – piano & keyboards

	Derrick Wright – drums

	Rosie Danvers – cello, leader of the Wired Strings & horns

	Wired Strings – strings
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Tottenham






For the association football team, see Tottenham Hotspur F.C.[image: External link] For other uses, see Tottenham (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Tottenham (/'tatnem, 'tatenem /[image: External link];[2] local /'ta?nem /[image: External link][3]) is a district of north[image: External link] London[image: External link], England, within the London Borough of Haringey[image: External link]. It is located 8.2 miles (13.2 km) north-north-east of Charing Cross[image: External link].



TOP
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 History
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 Toponymy




Tottenham is believed to have been named after Tota, a farmer, whose hamlet was mentioned in the Domesday Book[image: External link]; hence Tota's hamlet became Tottenham. It was recorded in the Domesday Book as Toteham.[4]
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 Early history




There has been a settlement at Tottenham for over a thousand years. It grew up along the old Roman road[image: External link], Ermine Street[image: External link] (some of which is part of the present A10 road[image: External link]), and between High Cross[image: External link] and Tottenham Hale[image: External link], the present Monument Way.

When the Domesday Book was compiled in 1086, about 70 families lived within the area of the manor, mostly labourers working for the Lord of the Manor[image: External link]. A humorous poem entitled the Tournament of Tottenham[image: External link], written around 1400, describes a mock-battle between peasants vying for the reeve[image: External link]'s daughter.

In 1894, Tottenham was made an urban district[image: External link] and on 27 September 1934 it became a municipal borough[image: External link]. As from 1 April 1965, the municipal borough[image: External link] formed part of the London Borough of Haringey[image: External link].

The River Lea[image: External link] (or Lee) was the eastern boundary between the Municipal Boroughs of Tottenham and Walthamstow[image: External link]. It is the ancient boundary between Middlesex[image: External link] and Essex[image: External link] and also formed the western boundary of the Viking controlled Danelaw[image: External link]. Today it is the boundary between the London Boroughs of Haringey and Waltham Forest[image: External link]. A major tributary of the Lea[image: External link], the River Moselle[image: External link], also crosses the borough from west to east, and often caused serious flooding until it was mostly covered in the 19th century.

From the Tudor period[image: External link] onwards, Tottenham became a popular recreation and leisure destination for wealthy Londoners. Henry VIII[image: External link] is known to have visited Bruce Castle[image: External link] and also hunted in Tottenham Wood. A rural Tottenham also featured in Izaak Walton[image: External link]'s book The Compleat Angler[image: External link], published in 1653.[5] The area became noted for its large Quaker[image: External link] population[6] and its schools (including Rowland Hill[image: External link]'s at Bruce Castle.[7]) Tottenham remained a semi-rural and upper middle class area until the 1870s.
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 Modern era




In late 1870, the Great Eastern Railway[image: External link] introduced special workman's trains and fares on its newly opened Enfield[image: External link] and Walthamstow[image: External link] branch lines. Tottenham's low-lying fields and market gardens were then rapidly transformed into cheap housing for the lower middle and working classes, who were able to commute cheaply to inner London. The workman's fare policy stimulated the relatively early development of the area into a London suburb.

An incident occurred on 23 January 1909, which was at the time known as the Tottenham Outrage[image: External link].[8] Two armed robbers of Russian extraction[image: External link] held up the wages clerk of a rubber works in Chesnut Road. They made their getaway via Tottenham Marshes[image: External link] and fled across the Lea. On the opposite bank of the river they hijacked a Walthamstow Corporation tramcar[image: External link], hotly pursued by the police on another tram. The hijacked tram was stopped but the robbers continued their flight on foot. After firing their weapons and killing two people, Ralph Joscelyne, aged 10, and PC William Tyler, they were eventually cornered by the police and shot themselves rather than be captured. Fourteen other people were wounded during the chase. The incident later became the subject of a silent film[image: External link].[9]

During the Second World War[image: External link] Tottenham also became a target of the German air offensive[image: External link] against Britain. Bombs fell within the borough (Elmar Road) during the first air raid[image: External link] on London on 24 August 1940. The borough also received V-1[image: External link] (four incidents) and V-2[image: External link] hits, the last of which occurred on 15 March 1945. Wartime shortages led to the creation of Tottenham Pudding, a mixture of household waste food which was converted into feeding stuffs for pigs and poultry. The "pudding" was named by Queen Mary[image: External link] on a visit to Tottenham Refuse Works. Production continued into the post-war[image: External link] period, its demise coinciding with the merging of the borough into the new London Borough of Haringey.

In 1985, the Broadwater Farm[image: External link] housing estate[image: External link] in Tottenham was the scene of rioting between the police and local youths following the death of Cynthia Jarrett[image: External link], a resident of Tottenham but who lived about a mile from the estate who died of heart failure after four policemen burst into her home. The response of the members of the black community in Tottenham and surrounding areas culminated in a riot beginning on Tottenham High Road and ending in the local Broadwater Farm Estate. One police officer, Keith Blakelock[image: External link], was murdered[image: External link]; 58 policemen and 24 other people were injured in the fighting. Two of the policemen were injured by gunshots during the riot, the first time that firearms had been used in that type of confrontation.

Tottenham witnessed a high crime rate mostly related to drug dealers and gangs. In 1999, Tottenham was identified as one of the yardies[image: External link]' strongholds in London, along with Stoke Newington[image: External link], Harlesden[image: External link], Lambeth[image: External link] and Brixton.[10]

The Mecca Dance Hall[image: External link] was demolished in 2004 to make way for local housing.

The 2011 England riots[image: External link] were precipitated by the fatal shooting of Mark Duggan[image: External link], a 29-year-old man in Tottenham, by officers of the Metropolitan Police Service[image: External link] on 4 August 2011.[11][12][13][14]
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 Railways





	The Northern and Eastern Railway[image: External link] – running from Stratford[image: External link] to Broxbourne[image: External link] – was opened on 15 September 1840 with two stations in the district: Tottenham[image: External link] and Marsh Lane[image: External link].

	The Tottenham & Hampstead Junction Railway[image: External link] was opened on 21 July 1868. South Tottenham station[image: External link] was opened in 1871, while two other stations on this line in the Tottenham area were opened later: Harringay Park (Green Lanes) opened in 1880, and St Ann's Road[image: External link] opened in 1882 but closed after service on 8 August 1942.

	The Stoke Newington & Edmonton Railway[image: External link] – The section between Stoke Newington and Lower Edmonton opened on 22 July 1872 with stations in Tottenham at Stamford Hill[image: External link] (half of the station lies in the borough), Seven Sisters[image: External link], Bruce Grove[image: External link] and White Hart Lane[image: External link].

	The Palace Gates Line[image: External link] opened in Tottenham on 1 January 1878 with stations at Seven Sisters and West Green[image: External link]. Passenger services ceased in 1963 with the line finally closing on 7 February 1965.

	The Tottenham & Forest Gate Railway[image: External link] opened on 9 July 1894.

	The London Underground[image: External link]'s Piccadilly line[image: External link] extension[image: External link] through Tottenham opened on 19 September 1932.

	The first section of the London Underground's Victoria line[image: External link] opened on 1 September 1968.
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 Governance





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Parliament




Tottenham is covered by the parliamentary constituency[image: External link] of Tottenham[image: External link]. The constituency was created in 1885 when the first MP was Joseph Howard[image: External link] of the Conservative Party[image: External link], but was replaced by two constituencies: Tottenham North[image: External link] and Tottenham South[image: External link] in 1918. Since being reinstated in 1950 it has been predominantly represented by Labour Party candidates, with the exception of Alan Brown[image: External link] who defected to the Conservatives. The current MP is David Lammy[image: External link] who won a by-election in 2000 following the death of Bernie Grant[image: External link].
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 Local Government




Tottenham developed from a parish in Middlesex into an Urban sanitary district[image: External link] in 1875, after a local board of health had been established in 1850, then divided in 1888 so that Wood Green[image: External link] became a separate authority.[15] In 1894 Tottenham was reconstituted first as an urban district[image: External link] then as a municipal borough[image: External link] in 1934, before being subsumed into the larger London Borough of Haringey[image: External link] under the Local Government Act 1963[image: External link].

Today, Tottenham is represented by nine local council wards: Seven Sisters[image: External link], Harringay, St Ann's, Tottenham Hale[image: External link], Tottenham Green[image: External link], White Hart Lane, West Green[image: External link], Northumberland Park[image: External link] and Bruce Grove[image: External link]. Councillors in 8 of these wards represent the Labour Party, the ninth (Harringay) being represented by the Liberal Democrats.
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 Geography
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 Districts




Tottenham is a large area incorporating the N15 and N17 postcode areas[image: External link].
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 North Tottenham




This area stretches along Tottenham High Road[image: External link] from the Edmonton[image: External link] border in the north to Lordship Lane[image: External link] in the south: districts include Little Russia[image: External link] and Northumberland Park[image: External link]. Landmarks include White Hart Lane[image: External link], home of Tottenham Hotspur[image: External link], White Hart Lane station and Northumberland Park station.
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 Central Tottenham




Continuing along the high road, Central Tottenham includes Bruce Grove[image: External link], Tottenham Green[image: External link] and Tottenham Hale[image: External link] wards, as well as Tottenham Hale station and retail park, Tottenham Marshes[image: External link] (part of the Lee Valley Regional Park[image: External link]) and Bruce Castle[image: External link].
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 South Tottenham




Further along the A10 road[image: External link] until St Ann's Road, this area includes South Tottenham[image: External link], St Ann's neighbourhood, West Green and Seven Sisters. Transport links include Seven Sisters station and South Tottenham station[image: External link]. Landmarks include the Markfield Beam Engine[image: External link] and Downhills Park[image: External link].
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 West Tottenham




To the west of the area are Broadwater Farm[image: External link], the Tower Gardens Estate[image: External link] and Lordship Recreation Ground[image: External link].
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 Neighbouring areas
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 North




The northern limit of Tottenham is north of Brantwood Road where Upper Edmonton[image: External link] begins. This is also the border between the London Borough of Haringey[image: External link] and the London Borough of Enfield[image: External link]. To the northwest is Palmers Green[image: External link].
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 East




The eastern limit of Tottenham is the River Lea[image: External link], and across the river the neighbouring district is Walthamstow[image: External link] in the London Borough of Waltham Forest[image: External link]
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 South




The southern limit of Tottenham is the junction of St. Ann's Road with Tottenham High Road, which after becomes Stamford Hill. The district of Stamford Hill[image: External link] borders Tottenham, marking also the border of the London Borough of Hackney[image: External link]. To the southwest, Tottenham borders Manor House[image: External link] and Harringay[image: External link], briefly meeting the London Borough of Islington[image: External link].
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 West




Although the N15 postcode area[image: External link] extends to Green Lanes, the western border of Tottenham is better defined as Black Boy Lane, West Green Road and Downhills Way. The neighbouring districts are Harringay, Hornsey[image: External link], Wood Green[image: External link] and Noel Park[image: External link].
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 Demography and crime
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 Ethnic composition




Tottenham has a multicultural population, with many ethnic groups inhabiting the area. It contains one of the largest and most significant populations of African-Caribbean[image: External link] people. These were among the earliest immigrant groups to settle in the area, starting the UK's Windrush[image: External link] era. Soon afterwards West African communities – notably the many Ghanaians[image: External link] – began to migrate into the area. Between 1980 and the present day there has been a slow immigration of Colombians[image: External link], Congolese[image: External link], Albanian[image: External link], Kurdish[image: External link], Turkish-Cypriot[image: External link], Turkish[image: External link], Somali[image: External link], Irish[image: External link], Portuguese[image: External link], Polish[image: External link] and Zimbabweans[image: External link] populations.[citation needed[image: External link]] South Tottenham is reported to be the most ethnically-diverse area in Europe, with up to 300 languages being spoken by its residents.[16]

According to David Lammy[image: External link] MP, Tottenham has the highest unemployment rate in London and the 8th highest in the United Kingdom, and it has some of the highest poverty rates within the country.[17] There have also been major tensions between the African-Caribbean[image: External link] community and the police since (and before) the 1985 Broadwater Farm riot[image: External link].

The 2011 ethnic groups in Tottenham are as follows:


	22.3% White British

	27.7% Other White

	10.7% Asian

	26.7% Black

	12.6% Other/Mixed



[18]
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 Organised crime




Tottenham has been one of the main hotspots for gangs[image: External link] and gun crime in the United Kingdom during the past three decades. This followed the rise of gangs and drug wars throughout the area, notably those involving the Tottenham Mandem[image: External link] gang and various gangs from Hackney[image: External link] and all of the areas surrounding Tottenham, and the emergence of an organised crime ring known as the Turkish mafia[image: External link] was said to have controlled more than 90% of the UK's heroin market[image: External link].[19]
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 Riots





	The Broadwater Farm riot[image: External link] occurred around the Broadwater Farm area on 6 October 1985 following the death of Cynthia Jarrett in a police search of her home. The tension between local black youth and the largely white Metropolitan Police[image: External link] had been high due to a combination of local issues and the aftermath of riots in Brixton[image: External link] which had occurred in the previous week. The riots resulted in the murder of a police officer[image: External link].[20]





	The 2011 Tottenham riots[image: External link] were a series of riots by protesters in Tottenham, London. Attacks were carried out on two police cars, a bus, a Post Office and several local shops from 8:00 pm onwards on 6 August 2011. Riot police vans attended the scene of disturbances on Tottenham High Road. Later in the evening the riot spread, with an Aldi[image: External link] supermarket and a branch of Allied Carpets[image: External link] also destroyed by fire, and widespread looting in nearby Wood Green[image: External link] shopping centre and the retail park at Tottenham Hale. Several flats above shops on Tottenham High Road collapsed due to the fires. 26 shared ownership flats in the Union Point development above the Carpetright store – built in the landmark Cooperative department store building – were also completely destroyed by fire. The triggering event was when a group of over one hundred local Tottenham residents set out to undertake a protest march against the killing of Mark Duggan[image: External link], who was shot by police officers assigned to Operation Trident[image: External link] earlier in the week. The circumstances surrounding Duggan's death were not entirely clear at the time of the riot. On 17 August 2011 the Prince of Wales and his wife Duchess of Cornwall[image: External link] visited an emergency centre to meet victims of the riots.[21]
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 Landmarks





	
All Hallows Church[image: External link] – This is the oldest surviving building in the borough and dates back to Norman times[image: External link]. For more than 700 years it was the original parish church for Tottenham. Presented in 1802 with a bell from the Quebec[image: External link] Garrison, which was captured from the French in the 1759 Battle of Quebec[image: External link], Canada. Adjacent to the church is

	Tottenham Cemetery – A large cemetery, which makes up part of an open access area of land and habitat, along with Bruce Castle Park and All Hallows Churchyard.[22]


	
Broadwater Farm[image: External link] – Housing estate built in 1967; it was the site of the Broadwater Farm riot[image: External link] in 1985.

	
Brook Street Chapel[image: External link] – Non-denominational Christian chapel, established in 1839, and one of the earliest Plymouth Brethren[image: External link] /Open Brethren[image: External link] assemblies in London that still exists. The church was associated with local notable Christians such as Hudson Taylor[image: External link], Dr Barnardo[image: External link], John Eliot Howard[image: External link], Luke Howard[image: External link] and Philip Gosse[image: External link].[23]


	
Bruce Castle[image: External link], Lordship Lane[image: External link] – Grade 1 listed, it was Tottenham's manor house and dates from the sixteenth century, with alterations by subsequent occupants. It was given the name 'Bruce Castle' during the seventeenth century by the 2nd Lord Coleraine, who was Lord of the Manor at the time. He named it after 'Robert the Bruce[image: External link]', whose family had been lords of the manor[image: External link] during the medieval period. The building was purchased by the Hill family, who turned it into a progressive school. Sir Rowland Hill[image: External link] was its first headmaster, and he was living there in 1840 when he, as Postmaster General[image: External link], introduced the Uniform Penny Post[image: External link].[24] Now a local history[image: External link] museum, Bruce Castle holds the archives of the London Borough of Haringey.

	7 Bruce Grove[image: External link] – The building features an English Heritage[image: External link] blue plaque[image: External link] commemorating Luke Howard[image: External link] (1772–1864), the 'Father of Meteorology', who named the clouds[image: External link] in 1802.

	Northumberland Row – Erected circa 1740 on the site of the former Smithson seat, previously that of the Hynningham family. The gate piers are possibly from Bruce Castle[image: External link]. The wrought iron gate bears the monogram HS for one of the two Hugh Smithsons[image: External link], both Tottenham landowners and sometime MPs for Middlesex.

	Clyde Circus conservation area

	Edmanson’s Close – Previously known as the Almshouses of the Drapers' Company, they were built in 1870 and were established through the generosity of three seventeenth-century benefactors[image: External link], Sir John Jolles, John Pemel and John Edmanson.




	
High Cross[image: External link] – Erected sometime between 1600 and 1609 on the site of an earlier Christian cross, although there is some speculation that the first structure on the site was a Roman[image: External link] beacon or marker, situated on a low summit on Ermine Street[image: External link]. Tottenham High Cross is often mistakenly thought to be an Eleanor cross[image: External link].

	Markfield Beam Engine[image: External link]

	
St Ann's Church[image: External link] – Consecrated in 1861, St Ann's Church houses the organ that was originally in Crosby Hall, Bishopsgate[image: External link], on which Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy[image: External link], who composed the famous Wedding March[image: External link] from A Midsummer Night's Dream[image: External link], regularly gave recitals.

	St Ignatius' Church and College[image: External link] – Built between 1894 and 1902, with two towers in the style of a 12th-century German cathedral, this Catholic church is situated at the foot of Stamford Hill[image: External link] and dominates the area.

	
Tower Gardens Estate[image: External link] – Previously known as the LCC White Hart Lane Estate, this "out of county"[image: External link] LCC cottage housing estate was constructed beginning in 1904. The architectural style is said to be inspired by houses in Ghent[image: External link], Belgium. The estate was the home of Harry Champion[image: External link], a well-known music hall[image: External link] star and performer of the song "I'm Henery the Eighth, I Am[image: External link]".
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 Transport




Two London Underground[image: External link] lines serve the Tottenham area.[25] The Piccadilly line, which opened in 1932, has one station Turnpike Lane[image: External link], which was the first Underground station within the then Tottenham Borough boundaries.[25] The Victoria line, which opened in 1968, has its operating depot in Tottenham at Northumberland Park[image: External link], as well as two stations, Seven Sisters[image: External link] and Tottenham Hale[image: External link], in the area.[25] Stations Seven Sisters, Tottenham Hale, Bruce Grove[image: External link], White Hart Lane[image: External link] and Northumberland Park[image: External link] also serve the area with train services provided by London Overground[image: External link], apart from Tottenham Hale and Northumberland Park which is only a National Rail stations, however if Crossrail 2[image: External link] gets planning permission to be made then both those stations will also be served by Crossrail services between Hertford East and several destinations in Surrey. Those two stations are on the main Lea Valley Line; the West Anglian Main Line, with services provided by Abellio Greater Anglia[image: External link], while Seven Sisters, Bruce Grove and White Hart Lane are all on the Lea Valley; Cheshunt/Enfield Town Line which services are provided by London Overground. London Overground trains also serve South Tottenham station[image: External link] on the Gospel Oak – Barking Line.[25][26]
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 Sport




Tottenham is the home of Premier League[image: External link] football[image: External link] club Tottenham Hotspur[image: External link]. From 1899 until 2017, the club's home ground was White Hart Lane[image: External link]. In 2017, White Hart Lane ground closed and demolition commenced to make way for a new stadium[image: External link] on the same site, to open in August 2018. For the 2017-18 season[image: External link], the club will play their home games at Wembley[image: External link].

Tottenham also has two non-League football[image: External link] clubs, Haringey Borough F.C.[image: External link] and Haringey & Waltham Development F.C.[image: External link], which both play at Coles Park.
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 Namesakes




Tottenham cake is a sponge cake[image: External link] baked in large metal trays, covered either in pink icing or jam (and occasionally decorated with shredded desiccated coconut). Tottenham Cake "was originally sold by the baker Henry Chalkley, who was a Friend (or Quaker[image: External link]), at the price of one old penny, with smaller mis-shaped pieces sold for half an old penny." The pink colouring was derived from mulberries[image: External link] found growing at the Tottenham Friends burial ground.[27] Originally "a peculiar local invention"[28] of north London, the cake is now mass-produced by the Greggs[image: External link] chain of bakers.
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 Notable people





	
Dotun Adebayo[image: External link] radio presenter, writer and publisher, lived and attended school in Tottenham.

	
Adele (b. May 1988, Adele Laurie Blue Adkins), singer-songwriter[image: External link] and musician[image: External link], was born in Tottenham.

	
Alex Boyé[image: External link], Mormon[image: External link] singer and actor.

	
Dave Clark[image: External link], leader of the Dave Clark Five[image: External link].

	
Teriy Keys[image: External link], music executive[image: External link], entrepreneur[image: External link] founder and co-chief executive officer of R.O.A.D. Group[image: External link].

	
George Harrison Marks[image: External link], English glamour photographer[image: External link] and director of adult films[image: External link] born in Tottenham.

	
Mark Hollis[image: External link], English musician and songwriter known for Talk Talk[image: External link] and a short solo career.

	
Richard Hudson[image: External link], singer-songwriter[image: External link] and musician[image: External link] (Elmer Gantry's Velvet Opera[image: External link], Strawbs[image: External link]) born in Tottenham.

	
David Lindon Lammy[image: External link], Labour Party politician, MP for Tottenham since 2000.

	
Meridian Dan[image: External link], MC born & raised in Tottenham, known for "German Whip", No. 13 in the UK Singles Chart.

	
Ron Moody[image: External link], actor, born in Tottenham.

	
Trevor Peacock[image: External link], actor, born in Tottenham.

	
Leslie Phillips[image: External link], actor, born in Tottenham.

	
Skepta[image: External link] and Jme[image: External link], MCs and members of the Boy Better Know (BBK) group.

	
Chip (rapper)[image: External link], MC born & raised in Tottenham.

	
David Triesman[image: External link], former chairman of the Football Association[image: External link] and Labour peer in the House of Lords[image: External link], is from Tottenham.

	
Shani Wallis[image: External link], actress and singer. Played Nancy in the 1968 film of Oliver[image: External link].

	
John Williams[image: External link], shipbuilder, and missionary[image: External link] in the South Pacific[image: External link].

	
Ted Willis[image: External link], playwright[image: External link], best known for the BBC TV programme Dixon of Dock Green[image: External link].

	
Wretch 32[image: External link], MC born & raised in Tottenham

	
Bob Bradbury[image: External link], musician, lead singer and founder member of 1970s Glam Rock band Hello, lived and attended school in Tottenham.

	
Dubzy[image: External link], MC & Entrepreneur born in Tottenham.
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BRIT School






The BRIT School for Performing Arts and Technology is a British[image: External link] performing arts and technology school located in Selhurst[image: External link], Croydon[image: External link], in the London Borough of Croydon[image: External link], England, with a mandate to provide education and vocational training for the performing arts, media, art and design and the technologies that make performance possible. Selective in its intake, the school is notable for its numerous famous alumni including Marsha Ambrosius[image: External link], Adele, Tara McDonald[image: External link], Leo the Lion[image: External link], Stefan Abingdon[image: External link], Katy B[image: External link], The Feeling[image: External link], Imogen Heap[image: External link], Jessie J, Cush Jumbo[image: External link], Rizzle Kicks[image: External link], the Kooks, King Krule[image: External link], Loyle Carner[image: External link], Leona Lewis, Eman Kellam[image: External link], Raye[image: External link], Ashley Madekwe[image: External link], Katie Melua[image: External link], Kate Nash[image: External link], Shingai Shoniwa[image: External link], Amy Winehouse, Ella Eyre[image: External link], Rainy Milo[image: External link], Antonio Orozco[image: External link], and Tom Holland[image: External link].

Established in 1992 under the CTC[image: External link] programme, the school is funded by the British Government with support from the British Record Industry Trust[image: External link] and maintains an independent school[image: External link] status from the local education authority[image: External link]. The school is remarkable as being one of only two performing arts and technology schools in the country that are free to attend, the others being both in the West Midlands. Walsall Studio School and Birmingham Ormiston Academy[image: External link].
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 History




Mark Featherstone-Witty[image: External link] had been inspired by Alan Parker[image: External link]'s 1980s film Fame[image: External link] to create a secondary school specialising in the performing arts. By the time he started trying to raise money through the School for Performing Arts Trust (SPA), he had refined a novel integrated curriculum. He approached Sir Richard Branson[image: External link] to be the project champion who agreed, on the condition that other record companies chipped in. As it happened, the British Phonographic Industry (BPI) were concerned with home taping and realised they had no political influence to bring the necessary pressure to bear. The then Conservative government needed to give impetus to their flagging City Technology College scheme.

Over 20 years, the BRIT School has been the beneficiary of more than £7 million from the British record industry, with a substantial annual contribution from the proceeds of the Brit Awards, administered via the record industry’s charity, the BRIT Trust.[1]

The school's former principal Sir Nick Williams was knighted in the New Years Honours List 2013[image: External link] from services to education.
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 Mandate




The school was founded in 1991 under the auspices of the City Technology Colleges[image: External link] (CTC) initiative with sponsorship from the British Record Industry Trust (BRIT). Each year the BRIT Awards[image: External link] Music Ceremony raises money, some of which is used to help the continuing sponsorship of the school along with other music charities.[1]

The school recognises that most of its students intend to make a career in the arts, entertainment and communications industries, but the school expects all to follow full-time courses to completion. It has two professional theatres, the Obie Theatre, which can seat audiences of up to 324 and standing audiences up to 500; and the BRIT Theatre, which opened in January 2012 and seats audiences of up to 280. There are also various dance studios, musical theatre studios, and TV and radio studios.
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 Entry




Entry to any of the school's courses is initially by application. If applicants meet the initial entry criteria, they may then be invited to interview or audition in their chosen focus (either Broadcast and Digital Communication (BDC), Community Arts Practice (CAP), Dance[image: External link], Interactive Media[image: External link], Music[image: External link], Musical Theatre[image: External link], Technical Theatre[image: External link], Theatre[image: External link] and Visual Arts & Design, for sixth-form entry students), plus a meeting with relevant tutors. Entry to the Music course also includes some aural and music theory tests, with entry to the Dance, Theatre and Musical Theatre courses including audition rounds.[2]
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 Growth




The school expanded in 2012, acquiring part of the former Selhurst High School[image: External link] building next door. Three new courses, Technical Theater Arts, Interactive Digital Design and Community Arts Practise were introduced to coincide with this.
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 Television appearances





	
GMTV[image: External link] did a one-week focus on the BRIT School, which was shown in the mornings for a week.

	
Alan Carr[image: External link]'s talk show, Alan Carr: Chatty Man[image: External link]. spoke about the BRIT School on the episode that aired 13 December 2010.

	An episode of Celebrity Masterchef[image: External link] was filmed at the BRIT School in spring 2011, which included the final four candidates serving lunch.

	A documentary was filmed and shown on the CBBC[image: External link] channel.




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Criticism




Although the Brit school has produced many successful alumni, the school has attracted criticism: a 2011 BBC News[image: External link] article discussed the issue of whether students who attended the school have an unfair advantage over those who did not.[3]
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 Notable alumni





	For full list, see Category:People educated at the BRIT School[image: External link]





	
Amy Winehouse (singer/songwriter)

	
Stefan Abingdon[image: External link] (The Midnight Beast[image: External link])*

	
Ace and Vis[image: External link] (TV/radio presenters)

	
Adele (singer/songwriter)

	
Katy B[image: External link] (Singer)

	
Marsha Ambrosius[image: External link] ( Floetry[image: External link])

	
Karis Anderson[image: External link] (singer, member of girlband, Stooshe)

	
Will Bayley[image: External link] (paralympians)

	
Bashy[image: External link] (rapper/actor)

	
David Antunes[image: External link] (singer/songwriter)

	
Tommy Bastow[image: External link] (actor/singer)

	
Billie Black[image: External link] (singer)

	
Dane Bowers[image: External link] (singer former member of Another Level)

	
Breakage[image: External link] (Musician)

	
Gemma Cairney[image: External link] (radio presenter)

	
Loyle Carner[image: External link] (rapper)

	
Cush Jumbo[image: External link] (actor)

	
Laura Dockrill[image: External link] (poet, author and illustrator)

	
Shawn Emanuel[image: External link] (singer)

	
Robert Emms[image: External link] (actor)

	
Ella Eyre[image: External link] (singer/songwriter)

	
The Feeling[image: External link] (band)

	
Tania Foster[image: External link] (singer)

	
Blake Harrison[image: External link] (actor)

	
Lynden David Hall[image: External link] (singer)

	
Emily Head[image: External link] (actor)

	
Imogen Heap[image: External link] (singer)

	
Jessie J (singer)

	
The Kooks (band)

	
King Krule[image: External link] (singer)

	
Leona Lewis (singer)

	
Ashley Madekwe[image: External link] (actor)

	
Tara McDonald[image: External link] (singer)

	
Katie Melua[image: External link] (singer)

	
Jessica Morgan[image: External link] (singer)

	
Kate Nash[image: External link] (singer)

	
Noisettes[image: External link] (band)

	
Joel Pott[image: External link] (frontman of Athlete[image: External link])

	
Rizzle Kicks[image: External link] (band)

	
Raye[image: External link] (singer)

	
Polly Scattergood[image: External link] (singer)

	
Kellie Shirley[image: External link] (actor)

	
Charlene Soraia[image: External link] (singer)

	
Natalie Stewart[image: External link] ( Floetry[image: External link])

	
Nathan Stewart-Jarrett[image: External link] (actor)

	
Nancy Sullivan[image: External link] (actress)

	
Twist and Pulse[image: External link] (performers)

	
Jeremy Warmsley[image: External link] (singer)

	
Rickie Haywood Williams[image: External link] (presenter, Kiss FM)

	
Jamie Woon[image: External link] (singer)

	
Eman Kellam[image: External link] (presenter/youtuber)

	
Tom Holland[image: External link] (actor)

	Mike Malyan (multiinstrumentalist, former drummer of Monuments (metal band)[image: External link])
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	The BRIT School News Blog[image: External link]

	The BRIT Trust[image: External link]

	The BRIT Awards[image: External link]

	The BRIT School LIVE at The Bloomsbury Theatre 2007[image: External link]

	BOA Official Website[image: External link]







Categories[image: External link]:

	City technology colleges in England[image: External link]

	Educational institutions established in 1991[image: External link]

	Secondary schools in the London Borough of Croydon[image: External link]

	Educational charities based in the United Kingdom[image: External link]

	People educated at the BRIT School[image: External link]

	Schools of the performing arts in the United Kingdom[image: External link]

	Dance schools in the United Kingdom[image: External link]

	Science and technology in London[image: External link]

	1991 establishments in England[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 11 June 2017, at 21:47.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article BRIT School: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BRIT_School [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=BRIT_School [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Origins

	2 1960s

	3 1970s and later

	4 Notable record labels and producers

	5 Subgenres

	6 See also

	7 References

	8 Bibliography

	9 Further reading





Soul Music






This article is about the genre of music. For other uses, see Soul music (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Soul music (often referred to simply as soul) is a popular music genre[image: External link] that originated in the United States in the late 1950s and early 1960s. It combines elements of African-American[image: External link] gospel music[image: External link], rhythm and blues[image: External link] and jazz[image: External link]. Soul music became popular for dancing and listening in the United States, where record labels such as Motown[image: External link], Atlantic[image: External link] and Stax[image: External link] were influential during the Civil Rights Movement[image: External link]. Soul also became popular around the world, directly influencing rock music and the music of Africa[image: External link].[1]

According to the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame[image: External link], soul is "music that arose out of the black experience in America[image: External link] through the transmutation of gospel and rhythm & blues into a form of funky[image: External link], secular[image: External link] testifying".[2] Catchy rhythms, stressed by handclaps and extemporaneous body moves, are an important feature of soul music. Other characteristics are a call and response[image: External link] between the lead vocalist and the chorus[image: External link] and an especially tense vocal sound. The style also occasionally uses improvisational[image: External link] additions, twirls and auxiliary sounds.[3] Soul music reflected the African-American identity and it stressed the importance of an African-American culture. The new-found African-American consciousness led to new styles of music, which boasted pride in being black.[4]

Soul music dominated the U.S. R&B chart[image: External link] in the 1960s, and many recordings crossed over into the pop charts in the U.S., Britain and elsewhere. By 1968, the soul music genre had begun to splinter. Some soul artists developed funk[image: External link] music, while other singers and groups developed slicker, more sophisticated, and in some cases more politically conscious varieties.[5] By the early 1970s, soul music had been influenced by psychedelic rock[image: External link] and other genres, leading to psychedelic soul[image: External link]. The United States saw the development of neo soul[image: External link] around 1994. There are also several other subgenres and offshoots of soul music.

The key subgenres of soul include the Detroit ( Motown[image: External link]) style, a rhythmic music influenced by gospel; deep soul and southern soul, driving, energetic soul styles combining R&B[image: External link] with southern gospel music[image: External link] sounds; Memphis soul[image: External link], a shimmering, sultry style; New Orleans soul[image: External link], which came out of the rhythm and blues style; Chicago soul[image: External link], a lighter gospel-influenced sound; Philadelphia soul[image: External link], a lush orchestral[image: External link] sound with doo-wop[image: External link]-inspired vocals; Psychedelic soul[image: External link], a blend of psychedelic rock[image: External link] and soul music; as well as categories such as Blue-eyed soul, which is soul music performed by white[image: External link] artists; British soul[image: External link]; and Northern soul[image: External link], rare soul music played by DJs at nightclubs[image: External link] in Northern England.
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 Origins




Soul music has its roots in traditional African-American gospel music[image: External link] and rhythm and blues[image: External link], and the hybridization of their respective religious and secular styles, in both lyrical content and instrumentation, that began to occur in the 1950s. The term soul had been used among African-American musicians to emphasize the feeling of being an African-American in the United States.[7] According to musicologist[image: External link] Barry Hansen[image: External link]:[8]


Though this hybrid produced a clutch of hits in the R&B market in the early 1950s, only the most adventurous white fans felt its impact at the time; the rest had to wait for the coming of soul music in the 1960s to feel the rush of rock and roll[image: External link] sung gospel-style.



According to another source, "Soul music was the result of the urbanization and commercialization of rhythm and blues in the '60s."[9] The phrase "soul music" itself, referring to gospel-style music with secular lyrics, is first attested in 1961.[10] The term 'soul' in African-American parlance has connotations of African-American pride and culture. Gospel[image: External link] groups in the 1940s and 1950s occasionally used the term as part of their name. The jazz[image: External link] style that derived from gospel came to be called soul jazz[image: External link]. As singers and arrangers began using techniques from gospel and soul jazz in African-American popular music during the 1960s, soul music gradually functioned as an umbrella term for the African-American popular music at the time.[11][12]

Important innovators whose recordings in the 1950s contributed to the emergence of soul music included Clyde McPhatter[image: External link], Hank Ballard[image: External link], and Etta James.[8] Ray Charles is often cited as popularizing the soul genre with his string of hits starting with 1954's "I Got a Woman[image: External link]".[13] Singer Bobby Womack[image: External link] said: "Ray was the genius. He turned the world onto soul music."[5] Charles was open in acknowledging the influence of Pilgrim Travelers[image: External link] vocalist Jesse Whitaker on his singing style.

Little Richard[image: External link] (who inspired Otis Redding[image: External link])[14] and James Brown[image: External link] were equally influential. Brown was known as the "Godfather of Soul"[6] and Richard proclaimed himself the "king of rockin' and rollin', rhythm and blues soulin'", because his music embodied elements of all three, and because he inspired artists in all three genres.[15]

Sam Cooke[image: External link] and Jackie Wilson[image: External link] are also often acknowledged as soul forefathers.[5][16] Cooke became popular as the lead singer of gospel group The Soul Stirrers[image: External link], before controversially moving into secular music. His recording of "You Send Me[image: External link]" in 1957 launched a successful pop career, and his 1962 recording of "Bring It On Home To Me[image: External link]" has been described as "perhaps the first record to define the soul experience".[17] Jackie Wilson, a contemporary of both Cooke and James Brown, also achieved crossover success in 1957 with "Reet Petite[image: External link]", and was particularly influential for his dramatic delivery and performances.[18]
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 1960s




Writer Peter Guralnick[image: External link] is among those to identify Solomon Burke[image: External link] as a key figure in the emergence of soul music, and Atlantic Records[image: External link] as the key record label[image: External link]. Burke's early 1960s songs, including "Cry to Me[image: External link]", "Just Out of Reach[image: External link]" and "Down in the Valley" are considered classics of the genre. Guralnick wrote:


"Soul started, in a sense, with the 1961 success of Solomon Burke's "Just Out Of Reach". Ray Charles, of course, had already enjoyed enormous success (also on Atlantic), as had James Brown and Sam Cooke — primarily in a pop vein. Each of these singers, though, could be looked upon as an isolated phenomenon; it was only with the coming together of Burke and Atlantic Records that you could begin to see anything even resembling a movement."[19]



Ben E. King[image: External link] also achieved success in 1961 with "Stand By Me[image: External link]", a song directly based on a gospel hymn.[5] By the mid-1960s, the initial successes of Burke, King and others had been surpassed by new soul singers, including Stax[image: External link] artists such as Otis Redding[image: External link] and Wilson Pickett[image: External link], who mainly recorded in Memphis, Tennessee[image: External link], and Muscle Shoals, Alabama[image: External link]. According to Jon Landau[image: External link]:[20]


"Between 1962 and 1964 Redding recorded a series of soul ballads characterized by unabashedly sentimental lyrics usually begging forgiveness or asking a girlfriend to come home.... He soon became known as "Mr. Pitiful" and earned a reputation as the leading performer of soul ballads."



The most important female soul singer to emerge was Aretha Franklin[image: External link], originally a gospel singer who began to make secular recordings in 1960 but whose career was later revitalised by her recordings for Atlantic. Her 1967 recordings, such as "I Never Loved a Man (The Way I Love You)[image: External link]", " Respect[image: External link]" (originally sung by Otis Redding), and "Do Right Woman, Do Right Man[image: External link]" (written by Chips Moman[image: External link] and Dan Penn[image: External link]), were significant and commercially successful productions.[21][22][23][24]

Soul music dominated the U.S. African-American music charts in the 1960s, and many recordings crossed over into the pop charts in the U.S. Otis Redding was a huge success at the Monterey Pop Festival[image: External link] in 1967.[5] The genre also became highly popular in the UK, where many leading acts toured in the late 1960s. "Soul" became an umbrella term, used to describe an increasingly wide variety of R&B-based music styles — from the dance and pop-oriented acts at Motown Records[image: External link] in Detroit[image: External link], such as The Temptations[image: External link], Marvin Gaye[image: External link] and Stevie Wonder, to "deep soul[image: External link]" performers such as Percy Sledge[image: External link] and James Carr[image: External link].[25][26][27] Different regions and cities within the U.S., including New York City, Detroit, Chicago, Memphis[image: External link], New Orleans[image: External link], Philadelphia[image: External link], and Muscle Shoals, Alabama (the home of FAME Studios[image: External link] and Muscle Shoals Sound Studios[image: External link]) became noted for different subgenres of the music and recording styles.[9][28]

By 1968, while at its peak of popularity, soul began to fragment into disparate subgenres. Artists such as James Brown and Sly & the Family Stone[image: External link] evolved into funk[image: External link] music, while other singers such as Marvin Gaye, Stevie Wonder, Curtis Mayfield[image: External link] and Al Green[image: External link] developed slicker, more sophisticated and in some cases more politically conscious varieties of the genre.[5] However, soul music continued to evolve, informing most subsequent forms of R&B from the 1970s-onward, with pockets of musicians continuing to perform in traditional soul style.[9]
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Later examples of soul music include recordings by The Staple Singers[image: External link] (such as I'll Take You There), and Al Green[image: External link]'s 1970s recordings, done at Willie Mitchell's[image: External link]' Royal Recording in Memphis.[29] Mitchell's Hi Records[image: External link] continued in the Stax[image: External link] tradition of the previous decade, releasing a string of hits by Green, Ann Peebles[image: External link], Otis Clay[image: External link], O.V. Wright[image: External link] and Syl Johnson[image: External link].[30] Bobby Womack[image: External link], who recorded with Chips Moman in the late 1960s, continued to produce soul recordings in the 1970s and 1980s.[31][32]

In Detroit[image: External link], producer Don Davis[image: External link] worked with Stax[image: External link] artists such as Johnnie Taylor[image: External link] and The Dramatics[image: External link].[33] Early 1970s recordings by The Detroit Emeralds[image: External link], such as Do Me Right, are a link between soul and the later disco[image: External link] style.[34] Motown Records[image: External link] artists such as Marvin Gaye[image: External link], Michael Jackson, Stevie Wonder and Smokey Robinson[image: External link] contributed to the evolution of soul music, although their recordings were considered more in a pop music vein than those of Redding, Franklin and Carr.[25] Although stylistically different from classic soul music, recordings by Chicago[image: External link]-based artists are often considered part of the genre.[35]

By the early 1970s, soul music had been influenced by psychedelic rock[image: External link] and other genres.[36] The social and political ferment of the times inspired artists like Gaye and Curtis Mayfield[image: External link] to release album-length statements with hard-hitting social commentary.[37] Artists like James Brown[image: External link] led soul towards funk[image: External link] music, which became typified by 1970s bands like Parliament-Funkadelic[image: External link] and The Meters[image: External link].[38] More versatile groups such as War, the Commodores[image: External link], and Earth, Wind and Fire[image: External link] became popular around this time.[39] During the 1970s, some slick and commercial blue-eyed soul acts like Philadelphia's Hall & Oates[image: External link] and Oakland's Tower of Power[image: External link] achieved mainstream success, as did a new generation of street-corner harmony or "city-soul" groups such as The Delfonics[image: External link] and the historically black Howard University[image: External link]'s Unifics[image: External link].[40][41]

The syndicated music/dance variety television series Soul Train[image: External link], hosted by Chicago native Don Cornelius[image: External link], debuted in 1971.[42] The show provided an outlet for soul music for several decades, also spawning a franchise that saw the creation of a record label (Soul Train Records[image: External link]) that distributed music by The Whispers[image: External link], Carrie Lucas[image: External link], and an up-and-coming group known as Shalamar[image: External link].[43] Numerous disputes led to Cornelius spinning off the record label to his talent booker, Dick Griffey[image: External link], who transformed the label into Solar Records[image: External link], itself a prominent soul music label throughout the 1980s.[43] The TV series continued to air until 2006, although other predominantly African-American music genres such as hip-hop began overshadowing soul on the show beginning in the 1980s.

As disco[image: External link] and funk were dominating the charts in the late 1970s and early 1980s, soul went in the direction of quiet storm[image: External link]. With its relaxed tempos and soft melodies, quiet storm soul took influences from soft rock[image: External link] and adult contemporary[image: External link]. Many funk bands, such as Con Funk Shun[image: External link], Cameo[image: External link], and Lakeside[image: External link] would have a few quiet storm tracks on their albums. Among the most successful acts in this era include Smokey Robinson[image: External link], Teddy Pendergrass[image: External link], Peabo Bryson[image: External link], Atlantic Starr[image: External link], and Larry Graham[image: External link].

After the decline of disco and funk in the early 1980s, soul music became influenced by electro music[image: External link]. It became less raw and more slickly produced, resulting in a style known as contemporary R&B, which sounded very different from the original rhythm and blues[image: External link] style. The United States saw the development of neo-soul[image: External link] around 1994. Mainstream record label[image: External link] marketing support for soul genres cooled in the 2000s due to the industry's re-focus on hip-hop[image: External link].
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Main article: Motown Records[image: External link]


Berry Gordy[image: External link]'s successful Tamla/Motown group of labels was notable for being African-American owned, unlike most of the earlier independent R&B labels. Notable artists under this label were The Supremes[image: External link], The Temptations[image: External link], The Miracles[image: External link], the Four Tops[image: External link], The Marvelettes[image: External link], Mary Wells[image: External link], Jr. Walker & The All-Stars[image: External link], Stevie Wonder, Marvin Gaye[image: External link], Tammi Terrell[image: External link], Martha and the Vandellas[image: External link],[44] and The Jackson Five[image: External link].

Hits were made using a quasi-industrial " production-line[image: External link]" approach. Some considered the sound to be mechanistic, but the producers and songwriters brought artistic sensitivity to the three-minute tunes. Brian Holland[image: External link], Lamont Dozier[image: External link] and Eddie Holland[image: External link] were rarely out of the charts for their work as songwriters[image: External link] and record producers[image: External link] for The Supremes[image: External link], the Four Tops[image: External link] and Martha and the Vandellas[image: External link].[44] They allowed important elements to shine through the dense musical texture. Rhythm was emphasized by handclaps or tambourine[image: External link]. Smokey Robinson[image: External link] was another writer and record producer who added lyrics to "The Tracks Of My Tears"[image: External link] by his group The Miracles[image: External link], which was one of the most important songs of the decade.
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Main articles: Stax Records[image: External link] and Atlantic Records[image: External link]


Stax Records and Atlantic Records were independent labels that produced high-quality dance records featuring many well known singers of the day. They tended to have smaller ensembles marked by expressive gospel-tinged vocals. Brass and saxophones were also used extensively.[45] Stax Records[image: External link], founded by siblings Estelle and James Stewart, was the second most successful record label behind Motown Records[image: External link]. They were responsible for releasing hits by Otis Redding[image: External link], Wilson Pickett[image: External link], The Staple Singers[image: External link] and many more.[46] Ahmet Ertegun, who had anticipated being a diplomat until 1944 when his father died, founded Atlantic Records[image: External link] in 1947 with his friend Herb Abramson[image: External link]. Ertegun wrote many songs for Ray Charles and The Clovers[image: External link]. He even sang backup vocals[image: External link] for his artist Big Joe Turner[image: External link] on the song, "Shake Rattle and Roll."[47]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Subgenres





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Detroit (Motown) soul




Further information: Motown[image: External link]


Dominated by Berry Gordy[image: External link]'s Motown Records[image: External link] empire, Detroit soul is strongly rhythmic and influenced by gospel music. The Motown sound often includes hand clapping[image: External link], a powerful bassline[image: External link], violins[image: External link] and bells[image: External link]. Motown Records' house band was The Funk Brothers[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link] cites Motown as the pioneering label of pop-soul, a style of soul music with raw vocals, but polished production and toned-down subject matter intended for pop radio and crossover success.[48] Artists of this style included Diana Ross[image: External link], the Jackson 5[image: External link], Stevie Wonder, and Billy Preston[image: External link].[48] Popular during the 1960s, the style became glossier during the 1970s and led to disco[image: External link].[48]
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Further information: Southern soul[image: External link]


The terms deep soul and southern soul generally refer to a driving, energetic soul style combining R&B[image: External link]'s energy with pulsating southern United States gospel music[image: External link] sounds. Memphis, Tennessee[image: External link] label Stax Records[image: External link] nurtured a distinctive sound, which included putting vocals further back in the mix than most contemporary R&B records, using vibrant horn parts in place of background vocals[image: External link], and a focus on the low end of the frequency spectrum. The vast majority of Stax releases were backed by house bands Booker T and the MGs[image: External link] (with Booker T. Jones[image: External link], Steve Cropper[image: External link], Duck Dunn[image: External link], and Al Jackson[image: External link]) and the Memphis Horns (the splinter horn section of the Mar-Keys[image: External link], trumpeter Wayne Jackson[image: External link] and saxophonist Andrew Love).
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Further information: Memphis soul[image: External link]


Memphis soul is a shimmering, sultry style of soul music produced in the 1960s and 1970s at Stax Records[image: External link] and Hi Records[image: External link] in Memphis, Tennessee[image: External link]. It featured melancholic and melodic horns, Hammond organ[image: External link], bass, and drums, as heard in recordings by Hi's Al Green[image: External link] and Stax's Booker T. & the M.G.'s[image: External link]. The latter group also sometimes played in the harder-edged Southern soul[image: External link] style. The Hi Records house band (Hi Rhythm Section[image: External link]) and producer Willie Mitchell[image: External link] developed a surging soul style heard in the label's 1970s hit recordings. Some Stax recordings fit into this style, but had their own unique sound.
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Further information: New Orleans soul[image: External link]


The New Orleans soul scene directly came out of the rhythm and blues era, when such artists as Little Richard[image: External link], Fats Domino[image: External link], and Huey Piano Smith[image: External link] made a huge impact on the pop and R&B charts and a huge direct influence on the birth of Funk[image: External link] music. The principal architect of Crescent City’s soul was songwriter, arranger, and producer Allen Toussaint[image: External link]. He worked with such artists as Irma Thomas[image: External link] (“the Soul Queen of New Orleans”), Jessie Hill, Chris Kenner[image: External link], Benny Spellman, and Ernie K. Doe[image: External link] on the Minit/Instant label complex to produce a distinctive New Orleans soul sound that generated a passel of national hits. Other notable New Orleans hits came from Robert Parker, Betty Harris[image: External link], and Aaron Neville[image: External link]. While record labels in New Orleans largely disappeared by the mid-1960s, producers in the city continued to record New Orleans soul artists for other mainly New York City- and Los Angeles-based record labels—notably Lee Dorsey[image: External link] for New York–based Amy Records and the Meters for New York–based Josie and then LA-based Reprise.
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Further information: Chicago soul[image: External link]


Chicago soul generally had a light gospel-influenced sound, but the large number of record labels based in the city tended to produce a more diverse sound than other cities. Vee Jay Records[image: External link], which lasted until 1966, produced recordings by Jerry Butler[image: External link], Betty Everett[image: External link], Dee Clark[image: External link], and Gene Chandler[image: External link]. Chess Records[image: External link], mainly a blues and rock and roll label, produced a number of major soul artists, including The Dells[image: External link] and Billy Stewart[image: External link]. Curtis Mayfield[image: External link] not only scored many hits with his group, The Impressions[image: External link], but wrote many hit songs for Chicago artists and produced hits on his own labels for The Fascinations[image: External link], Major Lance[image: External link], and the Five Stairsteps[image: External link].
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Further information: Philadelphia soul[image: External link]


Based primarily in the Philadelphia International[image: External link] record label, Philadelphia soul (or Philly Soul) had a lush orchestral[image: External link] sound and doo-wop[image: External link]-inspired vocals. Thom Bell[image: External link], and Kenneth Gamble & Leon Huff[image: External link] are considered the founders of Philadelphia soul, which produced hits for The O'Jays[image: External link], The Intruders[image: External link], The Delfonics[image: External link], The Stylistics[image: External link], Harold Melvin & The Blue Notes[image: External link], and The Spinners[image: External link].
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Main article: Psychedelic soul[image: External link]


Psychedelic soul, sometimes known as "black rock", was a blend of psychedelic rock[image: External link] and soul music in the late 1960s, which paved the way for the mainstream emergence of funk[image: External link] music a few years later.[49] Early pioneers of this subgenre of soul music include Jimi Hendrix, James Brown, and Stevie Wonder.[50][not in citation given[image: External link]] While psychedelic rock began its decline, the influence of psychedelic soul continued on and remained prevalent through the 1970s.[50][not in citation given[image: External link]]
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Main article: Blue-eyed soul


Blue-eyed soul is R&B[image: External link] or soul music performed by white[image: External link] artists. The meaning of blue-eyed soul has evolved over decades. Originally the term was associated with mid-1960s white artists who performed soul and R&B that was similar to the music released by Motown Records[image: External link] and Stax Records[image: External link].[51] The term continued to be used in the 1970s and 1980s, particularly by the British media to refer to a new generation of singers who adopted elements of the Stax and Motown sounds. To a lesser extent, the term has been applied to singers in other music genres[image: External link] that are influenced by soul music. Artists like Hall and Oates[image: External link], David Bowie, George Michael, Christina Aguilera, Amy Winehouse and Adele are known as Blue-eyed soul singers.
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Main article: British soul[image: External link]


Soul has been a major influence on British popular music since the 1960s including bands of the British Invasion, most significantly The Beatles.[52] There were a handful of significant British Blue-eyed soul acts, including Dusty Springfield and Tom Jones.[53] American soul was extremely popular among some youth sub-cultures like the Northern soul[image: External link] and Modern soul[image: External link] movements, but a clear genre of British soul did not emerge until the 1980s when a number of artists including George Michael, Sade, Simply Red[image: External link], Lisa Stansfield[image: External link] and Soul II Soul[image: External link] enjoyed commercial success.[54] The popularity of British soul artists in the U.S., most notably Amy Winehouse, Adele, Estelle[image: External link], Duffy[image: External link], Joss Stone[image: External link] and Leona Lewis, led to talk of a "third British Invasion" or soul invasion in the 2000s and 2010s.[55][56]
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Further information: Neo soul[image: External link]


The term neo soul is a marketing phrase coined in the early 1990s by producer and record label[image: External link] executive Kedar Massenburg[image: External link] to describe a blend of 1970s soul-style vocals and instrumentation with contemporary R&B sounds, hip-hop[image: External link] beats and poetic interludes. The style was developed in the early to mid-1990s. A key element in neo soul is a heavy dose of Fender Rhodes[image: External link] or Wurlitzer electric piano[image: External link] "pads" over a mellow, grooving interplay between the drums (usually with a rim shot snare sound) and a muted, deep funky bass. The Fender Rhodes piano sound gives the music a warm, organic character.
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Further information: Northern soul[image: External link] and Modern soul[image: External link]


The phrase northern soul was coined by journalist Dave Godin[image: External link] and popularised in 1970 through his column in Blues and Soul magazine.[57] The term refers to rare soul music that was played by DJs at nightclubs[image: External link] in northern England[image: External link]. The playlists originally consisted of obscure 1960s and early 1970s American soul recordings with an uptempo[image: External link] beat, such as those on Motown Records[image: External link] and more obscure labels such as Okeh Records[image: External link]. Modern soul[image: External link] developed when northern soul DJs began looking in record shops in the United States and United Kingdom for music that was more complex and contemporary. What emerged was a richer sound that was more advanced in terms of Hi-Fi[image: External link] and FM radio[image: External link] technology.
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Further information: Nu jazz[image: External link] and Electronica[image: External link]


Many artists in various genres of electronic music[image: External link] (such as house[image: External link], drum n bass[image: External link], UK garage[image: External link], and downtempo[image: External link]) are heavily influenced by soul, and have produced many soul-inspired compositions.
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	List of soul musicians[image: External link]

	Funk[image: External link]

	Disco[image: External link]
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Pop Music






This article is about a specific music genre. For popular music in general, see Popular music[image: External link]. For other uses, see Pop music (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"Pop song" redirects here. For other uses, see Pop Song[image: External link].

Pop music is a genre[image: External link] of popular music[image: External link] that originated in its modern form in the United States and United Kingdom during the mid-1950s.[4] The terms "popular music" and "pop music" are often used interchangeably, although the former describes all music that is popular and includes many styles. "Pop" and " rock[image: External link]" were synonymous terms until the late 1960s, when they were increasingly used in opposition from each other.

Although pop music is seen as just the singles charts[image: External link], it is not the sum of all chart music. Pop music is eclectic, and often borrows elements from other styles such as urban[image: External link], dance[image: External link], rock[image: External link], Latin[image: External link], and country; nonetheless, there are core elements that define pop music. Identifying factors include generally short to medium-length songs written in a basic format (often the verse-chorus structure[image: External link]), as well as the common use of repeated choruses, melodic tunes, and hooks[image: External link].
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 Definitions and etymology




David Hatch and Stephen Millward define pop music as "a body of music which is distinguishable from popular, jazz, and folk musics".[5] According to Pete Seeger[image: External link], pop music is "professional music which draws upon both folk music and fine arts music".[3] Although pop music is seen as just the singles charts[image: External link], it is not the sum of all chart music. The music charts contain songs from a variety of sources, including classical[image: External link], jazz[image: External link], rock[image: External link], and novelty songs[image: External link]. Pop music, as a genre, is seen as existing and developing separately.[6] Thus "pop music" may be used to describe a distinct genre, designed to appeal to all, often characterized as "instant singles-based music aimed at teenagers" in contrast to rock music as "album-based music for adults".[4][8]

Pop music continuously evolves along with the term's definition. According to The New Grove Dictionary Of Music and Musicians, popular music is defined as "the music since industrialization in the 1800's that is most in line with the tastes and interests of the urban middle class."[9] The term "pop song" was first recorded as being used in 1926, in the sense of a piece of music "having popular appeal".[10] Hatch and Millward indicate that many events in the history of recording in the 1920s can be seen as the birth of the modern pop music industry, including in country, blues and hillbilly music[image: External link].[11]

According to the website of The New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians[image: External link], called Grove Music Online, the term "pop music" "originated in Britain[image: External link] in the mid-1950s as a description for rock and roll[image: External link] and the new youth music styles that it influenced".[2] The Oxford Dictionary of Music states that while pop's "earlier meaning meant concerts appealing to a wide audience ... since the late 1950s, however, pop has had the special meaning of non-classical mus[ic], usually in the form of songs, performed by such artists as the Beatles, the Rolling Stones[image: External link], ABBA[image: External link], etc".[12] Grove Music Online also states that "... in the early 1960s, [the term] 'pop music' competed terminologically with beat music[image: External link] [in England], while in the USA its coverage overlapped (as it still does) with that of 'rock and roll'".[2]

From about 1967, the term was increasingly used in opposition to the term rock music[image: External link], a division that gave generic significance to both terms.[13] Whereas rock aspired to authenticity[image: External link] and an expansion of the possibilities of popular music,[13] pop was more commercial, ephemeral and accessible.[14] According to British musicologist Simon Frith[image: External link], pop music is produced "as a matter of enterprise[image: External link] not art", is "designed to appeal to everyone" and "doesn't come from any particular place or mark off any particular taste". It is "not driven by any significant ambition except profit and commercial reward ... and, in musical terms, it is essentially conservative". It is, "provided from on high (by record companies, radio programmers, and concert promoters) rather than being made from below ... Pop is not a do-it-yourself[image: External link] music but is professionally produced and packaged".[4]
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 Characteristics




According to Frith, characteristics of pop music include an aim of appealing to a general audience, rather than to a particular sub-culture or ideology, and an emphasis on craftsmanship rather than formal "artistic" qualities.[4] Music scholar Timothy Warner said it typically has an emphasis on recording, production, and technology, rather than live performance; a tendency to reflect existing trends rather than progressive developments[image: External link]; and aims to encourage dancing or uses dance-oriented rhythms.[14]

The main medium of pop music is the song, often between two and a half and three and a half minutes in length, generally marked by a consistent and noticeable rhythmic element[image: External link], a mainstream style and a simple traditional structure[image: External link].[17] Common variants include the verse-chorus form and the thirty-two-bar form[image: External link], with a focus on melodies[image: External link] and catchy hooks[image: External link], and a chorus[image: External link] that contrasts melodically, rhythmically and harmonically[image: External link] with the verse[image: External link].[18] The beat and the melodies tend to be simple, with limited harmonic accompaniment.[19] The lyrics of modern pop songs typically focus on simple themes – often love and romantic relationships – although there are notable exceptions.[4]

Harmony[image: External link] and chord progressions[image: External link] in pop music are often "that of classical[image: External link] European tonality[image: External link], only more simple-minded."[20] Clichés include the barbershop quartet-style harmony[image: External link] (i.e. ii – V – I) and blues scale[image: External link]-influenced harmony.[21] There was a lessening of the influence of traditional views of the circle of fifths[image: External link] between the mid-1950s and the late 1970s, including less predominance for the dominant[image: External link] function[image: External link].[22]
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 Development and influence
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 Stylistic evolution




See also: Traditional pop[image: External link], Pop rock[image: External link], Experimental pop[image: External link], Orchestral pop[image: External link], Progressive pop[image: External link], Synthpop[image: External link], and Indie pop[image: External link]


Throughout its development,pop music has absorbed influences from other genres of popular music. Early pop music drew on the sentimental ballad[image: External link] for its form, gained its use of vocal harmonies from gospel[image: External link] and soul music, instrumentation from jazz[image: External link] and rock music[image: External link], orchestration from classical music[image: External link], tempo from dance music[image: External link], backing from electronic music[image: External link], rhythmic elements from hip-hop music[image: External link], and spoken passages from rap[image: External link].[4][verification needed[image: External link]]

In the 1960s, the majority of mainstream pop music fell in two categories: guitar, drum and bass groups or singers backed by a traditional orchestra.[23] Since early in the decade, it was common for pop producers, songwriters, and engineers to freely experiment with musical form, orchestration[image: External link], unnatural reverb[image: External link], and other sound effects. Some of the best known examples are Phil Spector[image: External link]'s Wall of Sound[image: External link] and Joe Meek[image: External link]'s use of homemade electronic sound effects for acts like the Tornados[image: External link].[24] At the same time, pop music on radio and in both American and British film moved away from refined Tin Pan Alley[image: External link] to more eccentric songwriting and incorporated reverb-drenched rock guitar, symphonic strings, and horns played by groups of properly arranged and rehearsed studio musicians.[25]

During the mid-1960s, pop music made repeated forays into new sounds, styles, and techniques that inspired public discourse among its listeners. The word "progressive" was frequently used, and it was thought that every song and single was to be a "progression" from the last.[26] Music critic[image: External link] Simon Reynolds[image: External link] writes that beginning with 1967, a divide would exist between "progressive" pop and "mass/chart" pop, a separation which was "also, broadly, one between boys and girls, middle-class and working-class."[27] Before the progressive pop[image: External link] of the late 1960s, performers were typically unable to decide on the artistic content of their music.[28] Assisted by the mid-1960s economic boom, record labels began investing in artists, giving them freedom to experiment, and offering them limited control over their content and marketing.[29] This situation fell in disuse after the late 1970s and would not reemerge until the rise of Internet[image: External link] stars.[29] Indie pop[image: External link], which developed in the late 1970s, marked another departure from the glamour of contemporary pop music, with guitar bands formed on the then-novel premise that one could record and release their own music without having to procure a record contract[image: External link] from a major label.[30] In 2014, pop music worldwide was permeated by electronic dance music[image: External link].[31]

A Scientific Reports[image: External link] study that examined over 464,000 recordings of popular music recorded between 1955 and 2010 found less variety in pitch progressions, growing average loudness levels,[32] less diverse instrumentation and recording techniques, and less timbral variety, which declined after reaching a peak in the 1960s.[33] Scientific American[image: External link]'s John Matson reported that this "seems to support the popular anecdotal observation that pop music of yore was better, or at least more varied, than today’s top-40 stuff."[33]
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 Technology and media




In the 1940s improved microphone[image: External link] design allowed a more intimate singing style[35] and ten or twenty years later inexpensive and more durable 45 r.p.m. records for singles "revolutionized the manner in which pop has been disseminated" and helped to move pop music to 'a record/radio/film star system'.[35] Another technological change was the widespread availability of television in the 1950s; with televised performances, "pop stars had to have a visual presence".[35] In the 1960s, the introduction of inexpensive, portable transistor radios[image: External link] meant that First World teenagers could listen to music outside of the home.[35] Multi-track recording[image: External link] (from the 1960s); and digital sampling[image: External link] (from the 1980s) have also been utilized as methods for the creation and elaboration of pop music.[4] By the early 1980s, the promotion of pop music had been greatly affected by the rise of music television channels like MTV, which "favoured those artists such as Michael Jackson and Madonna who had a strong visual appeal".[35]
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 Legitimacy in music criticism




See also: Poptimism[image: External link]


The latter half of the 20th-century included a large-scale trend in American culture in which the boundaries between art and pop music were increasingly blurred.[36] Between 1950 and 1970, there was a debate of pop versus art.[37] Since then, certain music publications have embraced its legitimacy. According to Popmatters[image: External link]' Robert Loss: "There’s a strong argument for the ' rockist[image: External link]' mode in music criticism—that it exists, and that it’s harmful—and poptimism[image: External link] has positioned itself as a corrective, an antidote. ... In general, the Old Guard of rock critics and journalists is depicted as a bunch of bricklayers for the foundations of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. True in part, which is to say, false. Like film studies, rock criticism of the late ‘60s and the ‘70s was an attempt to make popular music worthy of study; it was poptimism before its day."[37]
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Pop music has been dominated by the American and (from the mid-1960s) British music industries[image: External link], whose influence has made pop music something of an international monoculture[image: External link], but most regions and countries have their own form of pop music, sometimes producing local versions of wider trends, and lending them local characteristics.[38] Some of these trends (for example Europop[image: External link]) have had a significant impact of the development of the genre.[39]

According to Grove Music Online, "Western-derived pop styles, whether coexisting with or marginalizing distinctively local genres, have spread throughout the world and have come to constitute stylistic common denominators in global commercial music cultures".[40] Some non-Western countries, such as Japan, have developed a thriving pop music industry, most of which is devoted to Western-style pop. has for several years produced a greater quantity of music of everywhere except the USA.[clarification needed[image: External link]][40] The spread of Western-style pop music has been interpreted variously as representing processes of Americanization, homogenization[image: External link], modernization, creative appropriation, cultural imperialism[image: External link], or a more general process of globalization[image: External link].[40]

In Korea, pop music's influence has led to the birth of boy bands[image: External link] and girl groups[image: External link] which have gained overseas renown through both their music and aesthetics.[41] Korean co-ed groups[image: External link] (mixed gender groups) have not been as successful.[42]
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Blue-eyed Soul






"White soul" redirects here. For the album by Green, see White Soul[image: External link].

Blue-eyed soul (also known as white soul)[1] is rhythm and blues[image: External link] and soul music performed by white[image: External link] artists.[2] The term was coined in the mid-1960s, to describe white artists who performed soul and R&B that was similar to the music of the Motown[image: External link] and Stax[image: External link] record labels[image: External link]. Though many rhythm and blues[image: External link] radio stations would only play music by black musicians, some began to play music by white acts considered to have "soul feeling".[3][4]
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Georgie Woods[image: External link], a Philadelphia radio DJ, is thought to have coined the term "blue-eyed soul" in 1964, initially to describe The Righteous Brothers, then white artists in general who received airplay on rhythm and blues[image: External link] radio stations.[4][5][6] The Righteous Brothers named their 1964 LP Some Blue-Eyed Soul.[7][8] According to Bill Medley[image: External link] of the Righteous Brothers, R&B radio stations who played their songs were surprised to find them to be white when they turned up for interviews, and one DJ in Philadelphia (unnamed by Medley but probably Georgie Woods) started saying "Here's my blue-eyed soul brothers", and it became a code to signal to the audience that they were white singers.[9] The popularity of the Righteous Brothers who had a hit with "You've Lost That Lovin' Feelin'[image: External link]" is thought to have started the trend of R&B radio stations to play songs by white artists in the mid-1960s, a more integrative approach that was then popular with their audience.[3] Blue-eyed soul was applied to such artists as Sonny & Cher[image: External link], the Beatles, Tom Jones, Barry McGuire[image: External link], and Roy Head[image: External link].[10]

White musicians playing R&B music, however, began before the term blue-eyed soul was coined. For instance, in the early 1960s, one of the rare female blue-eyed soul singers was Timi Yuro[image: External link], whose vocal delivery and repertoire were influenced by African American singers such as Dinah Washington[image: External link].[11]

Lonnie Mack[image: External link]'s 1963 gospel-infused vocals earned him widespread critical acclaim as a blue-eyed soul singer.[12] Groups such as The Rascals[image: External link] (originally The Young Rascals) had soul-tinged pop songs,[13] but it was the soulful vocals of Felix Cavaliere[image: External link] that gave them the blue-eyed soul sound. By the mid-1960s, British singers Dusty Springfield, Eric Burdon[image: External link] and Tom Jones had become leading vocal stars of the emerging style.[14] Other notable UK exponents of blue-eyed soul included The Spencer Davis Group[image: External link] (featuring singer-organist-guitarist Steve Winwood[image: External link]), Van Morrison[image: External link], and archetypal mod[image: External link] band The Small Faces[image: External link], whose sound was heavily influenced by the Stax label's house band Booker T. & the M.G.'s[image: External link]. Blue-eyed soul singer, Chris Clark[image: External link] became the first white singer to have an R&B hit with Motown Records in 1966. Most of the leading UK pop groups of the period – including The Beatles, The Rolling Stones[image: External link], The Kinks[image: External link] and The Who[image: External link] – regularly covered Stax and Motown tracks on record or in concert, and all of them have acknowledged the influence of Motown and Stax artists on their music.[citation needed[image: External link]] In 1967, Jerry Lee Lewis[image: External link], whose latter days at Sun Records[image: External link] (1961–63) had been characterized by R&B covers, recorded an album for Smash entitled Soul My Way. Delaney and Bonnie[image: External link] (Bramlett) produced the blue-eyed soul album Home on Stax in 1969.[15]

Michael Sembello[image: External link], who left home at age 17 to tour with Stevie Wonder, wrote and performed on numerous blue-eyed soul hits for Wonder, Brian McKnight[image: External link], David Sanborn[image: External link], Bill Champlin[image: External link] and Bobby Caldwell[image: External link]. Todd Rundgren[image: External link] began his career in Woody's Truck Stop, a group based on the model of the Paul Butterfield[image: External link] Blues Band. He left the band to form the garage rock[image: External link] band Nazz[image: External link] in 1967.

Outside the Anglo-American scene, in Italy[image: External link], Mina[image: External link] and Carmen Villani[image: External link] fused elements of soul music with the traditional Italian pop music[image: External link].[16][17][18][19][20] Carola[image: External link] and Doris[image: External link] were notable Scandinavian artists who were influenced by soul music.[21][22][23][24]
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 1970s




In February 1975, Tower of Power[image: External link] became the first white/mixed act to appear on Soul Train[image: External link]. Also in 1975, David Bowie, another early white artist to appear on Soul Train, released Young Americans[image: External link], a popular blue-eyed soul album which Bowie himself called "plastic soul[image: External link]". It featured the funk-inspired " Fame[image: External link]", which became Bowie's first number-one hit in the US. Hall & Oates[image: External link]' 1975 Silver Album (real title Daryl Hall & John Oates) includes the ballad "Sara Smile", long considered a blue-eyed soul standard. "She's Gone", another soulful hit, was originally released in 1973 but did better as a re-release after "Sara Smile". Average White Band[image: External link] is a Scottish funk and R&B band who had a series of soul and disco hits between 1974 and 1980, their biggest two being "Pick Up the Pieces[image: External link]" from their 1975 best-selling album AWB[image: External link], and "Cut the Cake" from their 1975 album of the same name[image: External link]. Boz Scaggs[image: External link]' 1976 " Lowdown[image: External link]", which featured Scaggs' laid-back vocals and a smooth funky groove, peaked at No. 3 on the Billboard Pop Singles chart (and reaching Top 5 on the R&B chart). In April 1976, The Faragher Brothers[image: External link] became the first all-white ensemble to make an appearance on Soul Train. In September that year, white funk band Wild Cherry[image: External link] released the Billboard Hot 100 chart topping funk/rock single "Play That Funky Music[image: External link]" and also went to number one on the Hot Soul Singles[image: External link] chart. The single would eventually sell 2.5 million copies.

In 1978, The Bee Gees topped R&B album charts with their Saturday Night Fever soundtrack, along with several songs from the album, including "Stayin' Alive[image: External link]", "Night Fever[image: External link]" and "You Should Be Dancing[image: External link]", which originally charted back in 1976. The Bee Gees again had a hit album on the R&B charts in 1979 with the Spirits Having Flown[image: External link] album along with its three pop number-one singles, "Too Much Heaven[image: External link]", " Tragedy[image: External link]" and "Love You Inside Out[image: External link]".

Other blue-eyed soul of the decade include the hits "How Long[image: External link]" by Ace[image: External link] (Paul Carrack[image: External link], lead vocals), three hits by Ambrosia[image: External link], "How Much I Feel[image: External link]", "Biggest Part of Me[image: External link]" and "You're the Only Woman[image: External link]", and Bobby Caldwell[image: External link]'s soul standard "What You Won't Do for Love[image: External link]".
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 1980s and later




Hall & Oates[image: External link]' chart success was at its highest when their singles got heavy airplay on urban contemporary[image: External link] radio, as was the case with "I Can't Go for That (No Can Do)[image: External link]", "One on One", "Say It Isn't So", "Adult Education", "Out of Touch[image: External link]", "Method of Modern Love" and "Everything Your Heart Desires[image: External link]". Most of those singles charted on the R&B and dance charts, including some number-one hits. Simply Red[image: External link] scored one of the most successful blue-eyed soul ballads of all time in 1986 with "Holding Back the Years[image: External link]".

Other blue-eyed soul hits of the 1980s include: Phil Collins' cover version[image: External link] of "You Can't Hurry Love[image: External link]", Culture Club's "Church of the Poison Mind[image: External link]" (1983), Rick Astley's "Never Gonna Give You Up", The Style Council[image: External link]'s "Speak Like a Child[image: External link]" (1983), Eurythmics[image: External link]' "Missionary Man[image: External link]" (1986), and Steve Winwood[image: External link]'s "Roll with It[image: External link]" (1988). As the decade drew to a close, British artist Lisa Stansfield[image: External link] had considerable success on R&B radio, scoring three number-one R&B hits, the most popular being "All Around the World[image: External link]".

A backlash ensued in the late 1980s as some black people felt that white people were cashing in on the popularity of their music. However, the extent of the backlash was not universally agreed upon. In 1989, Ebony Magazine[image: External link] published an article exploring whether white people were "taking over" R&B. The article featured various members of the music industry, both black and white, who believed collaboration was a unifying force, and there was agreement that the future of R&B was not compromised by the contemporary urban sound. A similar article in Ebony, written in 1999 highlighted conflicting opinions about the "blue-eyed" influence; however, the source of contention was not about the artistic merit of blue-eyed soul, but rather the economic inequality that persisted in American life and within the music industry.[25]

Daryl Hall[image: External link] has described the term "blue-eyed soul" as racist, saying "It assumes I’m coming from the outside. There’s always been that thing in America, where if you’re a white guy and you’re singing or playing in a black idiom, it’s like: ‘Why is he doing that? Is he from the outside, looking in? Is he copying? What’s the point of it?’ C’mon, it’s music! It’s music."[26]
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Contemporary R&B






For the parent genre, see rhythm and blues[image: External link].

Contemporary R&B, also known as simply R&B, is a music genre that combines elements of rhythm and blues[image: External link], soul, funk[image: External link], pop, hip hop[image: External link] and dance[image: External link].

The genre features a distinctive record production[image: External link] style, drum machine[image: External link]-backed rhythms, an occasional saxophone[image: External link]-laced beat[image: External link] to give a jazz[image: External link] feel (mostly common in contemporary R&B songs prior to the year 1995) and a smooth, lush style of vocal arrangement. Electronic[image: External link] influences are becoming an increasing trend and the use of hip hop or dance[image: External link]-inspired beats are typical, although the roughness and grit inherent in hip hop may be reduced and smoothed out. Contemporary R&B vocalists are often known for their use of melisma[image: External link], popularized by vocalists such as Mariah Carey, R. Kelly[image: External link], Craig David, Stevie Wonder,[1] Whitney Houston[1][2][3] and Michael Jackson.[2][4][5]
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 History




Contemporary R&B originated at the end of the disco era, in the late 1970s, when Michael Jackson and Quincy Jones added more electronics elements to the black music sound of the time to create a smoother dancefloor-friendly sound.[6] The first result was Off the Wall[image: External link] (1979), that according to Stephen Thomas Erlewine[image: External link] from AllMusic[image: External link], "was a visionary album, that found a way to break disco wide open into a new world where the beat was undeniable, but not the primary focus – it was part of a colorful tapestry of lush ballads and strings, smooth soul and pop, soft rock, and alluring funk".[7]

Richard J. Ripani wrote that Janet Jackson's Control[image: External link] (1986) was "important to the development of R&B for a number of reasons", as she and her producers, Jimmy Jam and Terry Lewis[image: External link], "crafted a new sound that fuses the rhythmic elements of funk and disco, along with heavy doses of synthesizers, percussion, sound effects, and a rap music sensibility."[8] Ripani wrote that "the success of Control led to the incorporation of stylistic traits of rap over the next few years, and Janet Jackson was to continue to be one of the leaders in that development."[8] That same year, Teddy Riley[image: External link] began producing R&B recordings that included hip hop influences. This combination of R&B style and hip hop rhythms was termed new jack swing[image: External link] and was applied to artists such as Bobby Brown[image: External link], Keith Sweat[image: External link], Al B. Sure![image: External link], Guy[image: External link], Jodeci[image: External link] and Bell Biv DeVoe[image: External link].
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 1990s




In contrast to the works of Boyz II Men[image: External link], Babyface[image: External link] and similar artists, other R&B artists and groups from this same period began adding even more of a hip-hop sound to their work, like the innovative group Jodeci[image: External link]. The synthesizer-heavy rhythm tracks of new jack swing were replaced by grittier East Coast hip hop[image: External link]-inspired backing tracks, resulting in a genre labeled hip hop soul[image: External link] by Mary J. Blige and producer Sean Combs[image: External link] who also had mentored group Jodeci[image: External link] in the beginning and helped them with their unique look. The style became less popular by the end of the 1990s, but later experienced a resurgence.

In 1990 Mariah Carey released Vision of Love[image: External link] as her debut single. It was immensely popular peaking at number 1 in many worldwide charts including the Billboard Hot 100, and it propelled Mariah's career. The song is usually said to have popularized the use of melisma[image: External link] and brought it in to mainstream R&B.

During the mid-1990s, Whitney Houston's The Bodyguard: Original Soundtrack Album sold over 40 million copies worldwide becoming the best-selling soundtrack of all time.[11] Janet Jackson's self-titled fifth studio album janet.[image: External link] (1993), which came after her historic multimillion-dollar contract with Virgin Records, sold over twenty million copies worldwide.[12][13] Boyz II Men and Mariah Carey recorded several Billboard Hot 100 No. 1 hits, including "One Sweet Day[image: External link]", a collaboration between both acts, which became the longest-running No. 1 hit in Hot 100 history. Carey also released a remix of her 1995 single " Fantasy[image: External link]", with Ol' Dirty Bastard[image: External link] as a feature, a collaboration format that was unheard of at this point. Carey, Boyz II Men and TLC released albums in 1994 and 1995— Daydream[image: External link], II[image: External link] and CrazySexyCool[image: External link].

In the late 1990s, neo soul[image: External link], which added 1970s soul influences to the hip hop soul blend, arose, led by artists such as D'Angelo[image: External link], Erykah Badu[image: External link], Lauryn Hill and Maxwell[image: External link]. Hill and Missy Elliott[image: External link] further blurred the line between R&B and hip hop by recording both styles. Beginning in 1995, the Grammy Awards enacted the Grammy Award for Best R&B Album[image: External link], with II[image: External link] by Boyz II Men[image: External link] becoming the first recipient. The award was later received by TLC[image: External link] for CrazySexyCool[image: External link] in 1996, Tony Rich[image: External link] for Words in 1997, Erykah Badu[image: External link] for Baduizm[image: External link] in 1998 and Lauryn Hill for The Miseducation of Lauryn Hill in 1999. At the end of 1999, Billboard magazine ranked Mariah Carey and Janet Jackson as the first and second most successful artists of the 1990s.[14]

Simultaneously, in the second half of the 1990s, The Neptunes[image: External link] and Timbaland[image: External link] set influential precedence on contemporary R&B and hip hop music.[15]

R&B acts such as Brandy[image: External link], Whitney Houston, Janet Jackson, Mariah Carey, Usher, Toni Braxton, and Michael Jackson are some of the best-selling music artists of all time.
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 2000s




Following periods of fluctuating success, urban music[image: External link] attained commercial dominance during the early 2000s, which featured massive crossover success on the Billboard charts[image: External link] by R&B and hip hop artists.[18]

In 2001, Alicia Keys released " Fallin[image: External link]" as her debut single. It peaking at number one on the Billboard Hot 100, Mainstream Top 40[image: External link] and Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs[image: External link] charts. It won three Grammy Awards[image: External link] in 2002, including Song of the Year, Best R&B Song[image: External link], and Best Female R&B Vocal Performance[image: External link]. It was also nominated for Record of the Year.[20] Beyoncé's solo studio debut album Dangerously in Love[image: External link] (2003) has sold over 5 million copies in the United States and earned five Grammy Awards.[21][22]

Usher's Confessions (2004) sold 1.1 million copies in its first week[23] and over 8 million copies in 2004, since then it has been certified Diamond by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) and, as of 2016, has sold over 10 million copies in the US and over 20 million copies worldwide. Confessions had four consecutive Billboard Hot 100 number one singles—"Yeah!", " Burn[image: External link]", "Confessions Part II[image: External link]" and "My Boo[image: External link]".[24]

In 2004, all 12 songs that topped Billboard Hot 100 were African-American recording artists and accounted for 80% of the number-one R&B hits[image: External link] that year.[18] Along with Usher's streak of singles, Top 40[image: External link] radio and both pop and R&B charts were topped by Outkast's "Hey Ya![image: External link]", Snoop Dogg[image: External link]'s "Drop It Like It's Hot[image: External link]", Terror Squad[image: External link]'s "Lean Back[image: External link]" and Ciara[image: External link]'s " Goodies[image: External link]".[18] Chris Molanphy of The Village Voice[image: External link] later remarked that "by the early 2000s, urban music was pop music."[18]

Between 2005 and 2009 Raymond, Knowles and Keys released albums— B'Day[image: External link], Here I Stand[image: External link], I Am... Sasha Fierce[image: External link] and The Element of Freedom[image: External link].

Mariah Carey's The Emancipation of Mimi[image: External link] (2005) debuted at number one on the Billboard 200 and earned ten Grammy Award nominations. Led single "We Belong Together" topped the Hot 100 charts for 14 weeks, and was later hailed "song of the decade" and won a Grammy Award for Best Female R&B Vocal Performance[image: External link] in 2006.

The mid-2000s came with the emergence of new R&B acts Ashanti[image: External link], Trey Songz[image: External link], Omarion[image: External link], Ciara[image: External link], Christina Milian[image: External link], Mario[image: External link], Keyshia Cole[image: External link] and Akon[image: External link]. Ashanti's eponymous debut album topped both US Billboard 200 and Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums[image: External link] charts. It earned her three Grammy nominations winning one for the Best Contemporary R&B Album[image: External link]. R&B newcomer Chris Brown[image: External link] released his self-titled album in 2005 which debuted at number two on the Billboard 200. His debut single "Run It![image: External link]" peaked on the Billboard Hot 100, Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs[image: External link] and the US Radio Songs[image: External link].

During this time also came the emergence of R&B songwriters[image: External link].[25] Bryan-Michael Cox[image: External link] co-wrote Usher's " Burn[image: External link]" and "Confessions Part II[image: External link]" (2005), Mariah Carey's "Shake It Off[image: External link]" and "Don't Forget About Us[image: External link]" (2006), and Chris Brown's "Say Goodbye[image: External link]" (2006).[26] Keri Hilson[image: External link] would co-write songs Mary J. Blige's "Take Me as I Am[image: External link]" (2006), Omarion's "Ice Box[image: External link]" (2006), and Ciara's "Like a Boy[image: External link]" (2006).[27] Rico Love[image: External link] co-wrote Usher's " Throwback[image: External link]" (2005), Keri Hilson's " Energy[image: External link]" (2008), Pleasure P[image: External link]'s "Boyfriend #2[image: External link]" (2008).[28] The-Dream wrote Rihanna's " Umbrella[image: External link]" (2007), J. Holiday[image: External link]'s " Bed[image: External link]" and Usher's "Moving Mountains[image: External link]" and "Trading Places[image: External link]" (2008).[29] Ne-Yo[image: External link] wrote Mario's "Let Me Love You[image: External link]", Rihanna's "Take a Bow[image: External link]" and " Unfaithful[image: External link]", and Beyoncé's "Irreplaceable" (2008).[30]

According to Billboard, the most commercially successful R&B acts of the decade were Usher, Beyoncé, Alicia Keys, Mariah Carey, Rihanna, Chris Brown[image: External link] and Ne-Yo[image: External link].[31]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2010s




Continuing from the 1990s and early 2000s, R&B, like many other genres, drew influences from the technical innovations of the time and began to incorporate more electronic and machine-made sounds and instruments. The use of effects such as Auto-Tune[image: External link] and new computerized synths have given R&B a more futuristic feel while still attempting to incorporate many of the genre's common themes such as love and relationships. The evolutions of the genre's production and instrumentation have spurred the successes of performers such as Beyoncé, Christina Aguilera, Usher, John Legend, Frank Ocean, Justin Timberlake, Bruno Mars, Pharrell Williams, Miguel[image: External link], Janelle Monáe[image: External link], Chris Brown[image: External link], Drake, Jhené Aiko[image: External link], Jennifer Lopez[image: External link], Tamar Braxton[image: External link], The Weeknd[image: External link], Ariana Grande[image: External link], Tinashe[image: External link], Ne-Yo[image: External link], Rihanna, Brandy[image: External link] and K. Michelle[image: External link].

Early 2010s artists such as Kelly Rowland, Ne-Yo, Usher, and Chris Brown began embracing new electronic influences while still keeping R&B's original feel. Kelly Rowland"s " Commander[image: External link]",[33] Usher's " OMG[image: External link]",[34] "DJ Got Us Fallin' in Love[image: External link]",[35] " Scream[image: External link]"[36] and " Climax[image: External link]",[37] Chris Brown's "Yeah 3x[image: External link]",[38] "Turn Up the Music[image: External link]"[39] and "Don't Wake Me Up[image: External link]"[40] are all EDM-oriented. As this electronic element continues to grow apparent throughout the genre, contemporary artists like are gaining popularity outside of R&B and continue to collaborate with non-R&B artists.

Singers Miguel[image: External link], John Legend, Jeremih[image: External link], Eric Bellinger[image: External link], and Chris Brown are popular in mainstream hip hop for many collaborations with rappers such as Wale[image: External link], Rick Ross[image: External link], YG[image: External link], and J.Cole[image: External link]. Today's R&B is far more diverse and incorporates more sonic elements than before, as it expands its appeal and commercial viability.[41] Trap music[image: External link]'s influence maintained a strong presence on the music charts with R&B singer Beyoncé's songs "Drunk in Love[image: External link]", " Flawless[image: External link]" and " 7/11[image: External link]", Bryson Tiller[image: External link]'s debut studio album, Trapsoul[image: External link], and Mary J. Blige's "Thick of It[image: External link]".[42]
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XL Recordings






XL Recordings (or simply XL) is an English independent record label[image: External link] founded in 1989 by Richard Russell[image: External link], Tim Palmer and Nick Halkes[image: External link], and owned by Russell and Beggars Group[image: External link]. The label originated as a 1989 offshoot of Beggars Banquet Records[image: External link].

Though only releasing an average of six albums a year, XL Recordings has worked with Adele, Arca[image: External link], Beck, Dizzee Rascal[image: External link], Electric Six[image: External link], FKA twigs[image: External link], M.I.A.[image: External link], Gil Scott-Heron[image: External link], Jungle[image: External link], Gotan Project[image: External link], The Horrors[image: External link], Jai Paul[image: External link], King Krule[image: External link], The Prodigy[image: External link], Peaches[image: External link], Radiohead[image: External link], Sampha[image: External link], SBTRKT[image: External link], Sigur Rós[image: External link], Tyler, The Creator[image: External link], Vampire Weekend[image: External link], The White Stripes[image: External link] and The xx[image: External link]. The label releases albums worldwide and operates across a range of genres.[1]



TOP
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 History
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 1980s and 1990s




The label was launched in 1989[2] to release rave[image: External link] and dance music[image: External link]. It was originally an offshoot of Beggars Banquet Records' more commercial dance label called Citybeat which was known for records by acts such as Freeez[image: External link], Starlight, Dream Frequency and the Ultramagnetic MCs[image: External link]. However, with the success of acts such as The Prodigy[image: External link] and SL2[image: External link], XL superseded Citybeat in the company's line up.

During the early nineties, XL Recordings releases were dance oriented ranging from Belgium techno[image: External link] ( T99[image: External link] "Anasthasia") to breakbeat hardcore[image: External link] (SL2 "On a Ragga Tip") to drum and bass[image: External link] (Jonny L[image: External link] "I'm Leavin'"). This period of XL's history has been recorded on the XL Recordings Chapters[image: External link] compilation series. In 1993 Halkes left XL to form the EMI[image: External link]-owned commercial dance label Positiva[image: External link], and subsequently his own independent commercial dance label Incentive[image: External link]. After Palmer retired Russell took over the running of the business.[3]

Russell later broadened the musical horizons of the label whilst maintaining a credo of working with artists he saw as original and inventive.[3] In 1994 the label released The Prodigy[image: External link]'s second album, Music for the Jilted Generation[image: External link] which debuted in the UK Albums Chart[image: External link] at number one, and in 1997 it released the third album by The Prodigy, The Fat of the Land[image: External link] which entered the British and American charts at number one and went on to be number one in 26 countries.[3]
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 2000s




June 2000 saw the release of Badly Drawn Boy[image: External link]'s The Hour of Bewilderbeast[image: External link] which won the 2000 Mercury Music Prize[image: External link].[4] The next year, The White Stripes[image: External link] third album White Blood Cells[image: External link] was released together with reissues of the band's previous albums, The White Stripes[image: External link] and De Stijl[image: External link]. In 2003 XL Recordings won the Music Week A&R award,[5] and also released The White Stripes[image: External link] fourth album Elephant[image: External link] which was their first UK number one album and eventually reached double platinum[image: External link] certification in Britain.[6] In the same year XL released Dizzee Rascal[image: External link]'s first solo album, Boy in da Corner[image: External link] for which Dizzee was awarded the Mercury Prize for the best album of 2003.[7]

In March 2005, M.I.A.[image: External link]'s debut album Arular[image: External link] was released after several months delay.[8] Thom Yorke[image: External link], from Radiohead[image: External link], released his first solo record, The Eraser[image: External link], on the label in July 2006. In October 2007, Radiohead completed negotiations to sign with XL for physical release of their seventh studio album, In Rainbows[image: External link]. Radiohead subsequently went on to release through XL, and have so far released everything since their eighth studio album The King Of Limbs[image: External link] on the label. As director of XL Recordings, Richard Russell was included in a 2007 Evening Standard[image: External link] list of the most influential people in London,[9] and in August of that year M.I.A.'s second album Kala[image: External link] was released—Rolling Stone named it the ninth best album of the decade.[10]

In March 2008 XL added Friendly Fires[image: External link] and The Horrors[image: External link]. In 2009 the label won the "Music Week" Best Independent Label award;[11] Adele won the awards for Best New Artist and Best Female Pop Vocal Performance at the 51st Annual Grammy Awards[image: External link], and at the same ceremony Radiohead won Best Alternative Album for In Rainbows as well as Best Boxed or Special Edition Album.[12] Also in 2009, The xx[image: External link]'s debut album xx[image: External link] was released on XL Recordings partner label Young Turks[image: External link], and in September Giggs[image: External link] was signed.
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 2010s




On 11 January 2010, XL Recordings released Vampire Weekend[image: External link]'s second album Contra[image: External link]. It was the band's first album to reach number one on the US Billboard 200.[13] Gil Scott-Heron[image: External link]'s thirteenth studio album I'm New Here[image: External link] was released in February; it was Scott-Heron's first release of original material in sixteen years and proved to be his last studio album. Recording sessions for the album took place between 2007 and 2009 and production was handled by XL Recordings-owner Richard Russell[image: External link].

In July, XL signed Jai Paul[image: External link], who was shortlisted for BBC's Sound of 2011[image: External link], and in September the xx[image: External link]'s eponymous debut album won the Barclaycard Mercury Prize, acquiring best British and Irish album of the year.[14][15][16]

On 24 January 2011, XL Recordings released the album 21 by Adele. In February the (then) 19-year-old OFWGKTA[image: External link] member Tyler, the Creator[image: External link] was signed for a one-album deal for his second studio album and commercial debut Goblin[image: External link].[17] Singer Gil Scott-Heron[image: External link] died in May and his final recordings, "I'm New Here[image: External link]" (produced by Richard Russell), and the remix album, "We're New Here[image: External link]" made with Jamie xx[image: External link] were released on XL Recordings.[18] The label also released new albums by Radiohead[image: External link], Friendly Fires[image: External link], and The Horrors[image: External link] and singles by Jai Paul[image: External link] and Portishead[image: External link], as well as the Adele Blu-ray/DVD, Live at the Royal Albert Hall.[19]

On 24 April 2012, XL released Blunderbuss[image: External link], the debut solo record by Jack White[image: External link]. It entered the UK album charts at number one, displacing 21 by Adele.[20] In 2012, XL Recordings was named 'Label of the Year' at the Music Week Awards in London. XL also won awards for 'Best A&R' and 'Best Artist Campaign'. Label head, Richard Russell[image: External link], became the youngest ever recipient of the lifetime achievement 'Strat Award'.[21]

Sales of Adele's 21 helped increase XL Recordings' bank balance from £3million to £32million in the space of 12 months.[22] As of March 2011, XL Recordings had released three albums that had sold over a million copies in the UK: The Prodigy[image: External link]'s The Fat of the Land[image: External link], Adele's 19, and Adele's 21.[23]

On 8 May 2016, Radiohead[image: External link] released their ninth studio album, A Moon Shaped Pool[image: External link], through XL. It garnered universal acclaim from critics.

XL's current head of A&R is Imran Ahmed[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 XL Studio




In early 2008, Russell transformed the rear garage of the label's Ladbroke Grove[image: External link] headquarters into a small, in-house recording and mixing studio called XL Studio. It served as a makeshift studio space for the label's various artists and his own projects until producer Rodaidh McDonald[image: External link] was assigned in September of that year to manage and properly equip it in preparation for The xx[image: External link] to record their self-titled debut album[image: External link]. According to McDonald, "before Richard brought me in to be Studio Manager, it was just a bit of a free-for-all. Artists could come in and rehearse, demo or write here and things like that ... but it was good idea and we decided we should be stepping it up and making records here."[24] Russell and McDonald were inspired by the success of modest studios such as Hitsville U.S.A.[image: External link] and wanted to create an economic, non- commercial[image: External link] space.[25]

Set up specifically with the xx in mind, XL Studio features little outboard gear[image: External link] and is equipped with a Neotek Élan custom 24-channel mixing console[image: External link], Yamaha NS10[image: External link] studio monitors, and instruments that include an upright piano[image: External link], Roland Juno-60[image: External link], Moog Prodigy[image: External link], Vox Continental[image: External link] organ, and Sequential Circuits Pro-One[image: External link] synthesizer.[24] Russell and McDonald augmented the studio to twice its original size after the xx's album, which was done in what became the studio's control room[image: External link]; they incorporated an adjacent office as the studio's live room for musicians.[25]
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 Roster
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 2017 roster




As of 2017, XL Recordings is home to a range of artists including:[26]




	

	Adele

	
Arca[image: External link][27]


	The Avalanches[image: External link]

	Christ.[image: External link]

	Dark0

	Everything Is Recorded[image: External link]

	GILA

	Hugo Massien

	Ibeyi[image: External link]

	Jack White[image: External link]

	Jai Paul[image: External link]

	
Jungle[image: External link][28]


	Kaytranada[image: External link]

	King Krule / Archy Marshall[image: External link]

	Låpsley[image: External link]

	LISS[29]


	Mssingno

	Mumdance[30]





	

	
Nines[image: External link] [31]


	Overmono

	Powell [32]


	Radiohead[image: External link]

	Ratatat[image: External link]

	rLr[image: External link]

	Rostam[image: External link]

	Sam Gellaitry

	Sigur Rós[image: External link]

	Special Request[image: External link]

	Thom Yorke[image: External link]

	Vampire Weekend[image: External link]

	Zomby[image: External link]
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 Alumni







	

	Atoms for Peace[image: External link]

	Azealia Banks[image: External link]

	Basement Jaxx[image: External link]

	Badly Drawn Boy[image: External link]

	Beck

	
Bobby Womack[image: External link][33]


	Blue Roses[image: External link]

	Capitol K[image: External link]

	Dizzee Rascal[image: External link]

	Discovery[image: External link]

	East India Youth[image: External link]

	Electric Six[image: External link]

	Eyedress

	Friendly Fires[image: External link]

	Giggs[image: External link]

	Gil Scott-Heron[image: External link]

	Golden Silvers[image: External link]

	Gotan Project[image: External link]

	Holly Miranda[image: External link]

	The Horrors[image: External link]

	House of Pain[image: External link]

	Iceage[image: External link]




	

	Lemon Jelly[image: External link]

	Liquid[image: External link]

	Magistrates[image: External link]

	M.I.A.[image: External link]

	
Novelist[image: External link][34]


	Peaches[image: External link]

	The Prodigy[image: External link]

	QT[image: External link]

	RJD2[image: External link]

	
Roy Davis Jr.[image: External link] feat. Peven Everett

	Shamir[image: External link]

	SL2[image: External link]

	Sunless '97[image: External link]

	Dj Ephexx

	The Cool Kids[image: External link]

	Titus Andronicus[image: External link]

	The Streets[image: External link]

	Tyler, The Creator[image: External link]

	Various Production[image: External link]

	Wiley[image: External link]

	Zongamin[image: External link]
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 Young Turks roster




Main article: Young Turks (record label)[image: External link]
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 Terrible Records roster




Main article: Terrible Records[image: External link]
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 HXC Recordings roster




Main article: HXC Recordings[image: External link]
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 Affiliated labels/imprints





	HXC Recordings[image: External link]

	Terrible Records[image: External link]

	Young Turks[image: External link]
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 Former affiliated labels/imprints





	Abeano[image: External link]

	Locked On[image: External link]
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 Other





	List of record labels[image: External link]

	List of electronic music record labels[image: External link]

	List of independent UK record labels[image: External link]
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Columbia Records






This article is about the American record label active worldwide except in Japan. For the former record company owned by EMI, see Columbia Graphophone Company[image: External link]. For the Japanese record label, see Nippon Columbia[image: External link].

Columbia Records (also known simply as Columbia) is an American record label[image: External link] owned by Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link] (SME), a subsidiary[image: External link] of Sony Corporation of America, Inc.[image: External link], the United States division of Sony Corporation[image: External link]. It was founded in 1887, evolving from an earlier enterprise named the American Graphophone Company[image: External link], the successor to the Volta Graphophone Company[image: External link].[1] Columbia is the oldest surviving brand name[image: External link] in the recorded sound business,[2][3][4] being the second major record company to produce recorded records.[5] Columbia Records went on to release records by an array of notable singers, instrumentalists, and bands. From 1961 to 1990, its recordings were released outside the U.S. and Canada under the CBS Records name (named after the Columbia Broadcasting System[image: External link]) to avoid confusion with the label of the same name[image: External link] owned by EMI[image: External link], before adopting the Columbia name internationally in 1990. It is one of Sony Music's three flagship record labels, alongside RCA Records[image: External link] and Epic Records[image: External link].

Until 1989, Columbia Records had no connection to Columbia Pictures[image: External link], which used various names for record labels that they owned, including Colpix Records[image: External link], Colgems Records[image: External link], Bell Records[image: External link] and later Arista Records[image: External link]. Rather, as above, it was a division of CBS[image: External link] (the Columbia Broadcasting System), a broadcasting[image: External link] media company[image: External link] which had purchased the company in 1938, and had been co-founded in 1927 by Columbia Records itself. Though Arista Records was sold to Bertelsmann Music Group[image: External link] (BMG), it would later become a sister label of Columbia Records through its mutual connection to Sony Music. Both Columbia Records and Columbia Pictures are connected through their parent company Sony Corporation of America[image: External link], which is the parent of both the music and motion picture[image: External link] arms of Sony[image: External link] in the United States.

Artists that have recorded for Columbia Records include, but are not limited to, Earth, Wind & Fire[image: External link], AC/DC[image: External link], Adam Ant[image: External link], Bob Dylan, Neil Diamond[image: External link], Celine Dion, David Bowie, Harry Styles[image: External link], Leonard Cohen[image: External link], Bruce Springsteen, Barbra Streisand[image: External link], Pink Floyd, Tony Bennett, Roger Waters[image: External link], Adele, Barry Gibb[image: External link], Beyoncé, Susan Boyle, Billy Joel, Calvin Harris[image: External link], Depeche Mode[image: External link], Daft Punk, David Gilmour[image: External link], Destiny's Child, John Mayer, Little Mix, One Direction, Pharrell Williams, Robbie Williams[image: External link] and System of a Down[image: External link].[6]
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 History





[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Beginnings (1887–1929)




The Columbia Phonograph Company was founded in 1887 by stenographer, lawyer and New Jersey native Edward D. Easton[image: External link] (1856–1915) and a group of investors. It derived its name from the District of Columbia[image: External link], where it was headquartered.[7][8] At first it had a local monopoly on sales and service of Edison[image: External link] phonographs[image: External link] and phonograph cylinders[image: External link] in Washington, D.C., Maryland[image: External link] and Delaware[image: External link]. As was the custom of some of the regional phonograph companies, Columbia produced many commercial cylinder recordings of its own, and its catalogue of musical records in 1891 was 10 pages.

Columbia's ties to Edison and the North American Phonograph Company[image: External link] were severed in 1894 with the North American Phonograph Company's breakup. Thereafter it sold only records and phonographs of its own manufacture. In 1902, Columbia introduced the "XP" record, a molded brown wax record, to use up old stock. Columbia introduced "black wax" records in 1903, and, according to Tim Gracyk, continued to mold brown waxes until 1904; the highest number known to Gracyk is 32601, "Heinie", which is a duet by Arthur Collins[image: External link] and Byron G. Harlan[image: External link]. According to Gracyk, the molded brown waxes may have been sold to Sears[image: External link] for distribution (possibly under Sears' " Oxford[image: External link]" trademark for Columbia products).[9]

Columbia began selling disc records[image: External link] and phonographs in addition to the cylinder system in 1901, preceded only by their "Toy Graphophone" of 1899, which used small, vertically cut records. For a decade, Columbia competed with both the Edison Phonograph Company[image: External link] cylinders and the Victor Talking Machine Company[image: External link] disc records as one of the top three names in American recorded sound.

In order to add prestige to its early catalog of artists, Columbia contracted a number of New York Metropolitan Opera[image: External link] stars to make recordings (from 1903 onward). These stars included Marcella Sembrich[image: External link], Lillian Nordica[image: External link], Antonio Scotti[image: External link] and Edouard de Reszke[image: External link], but the technical standard of their recordings was not considered to be as high as the results achieved with classical singers during the pre–World War I[image: External link] period by Victor, Edison, England's His Master's Voice[image: External link] (by Victor Talking Machine Company[image: External link]) or Italy's Fonotipia Records[image: External link]. After an abortive attempt in 1904 to manufacture discs with the recording grooves stamped into both sides of each disc—not just one—in 1908 Columbia commenced successful mass production of what they called their "Double-Faced" discs, the 10-inch variety initially selling for 65 cents apiece. The firm also introduced the internal-horn " Grafonola[image: External link]" to compete with the extremely popular " Victrola[image: External link]" sold by the rival Victor Talking Machine Company[image: External link].

During this era, Columbia used the famous "Magic Notes" logo—a pair of sixteenth notes[image: External link] (semiquavers) in a circle—both in the United States and overseas (where this particular logo would never substantially change).

Columbia stopped recording and manufacturing wax cylinder records in 1908, after arranging to issue celluloid cylinder records made by the Indestructible Record Company of Albany, New York, as "Columbia Indestructible Records". In July 1912, Columbia decided to concentrate exclusively on disc records and stopped manufacturing cylinder phonographs although they continued selling Indestructible's cylinders under the Columbia name for a year or two more. Columbia was split into two companies, one to make records and one to make players. Columbia Phonograph was moved to Connecticut, and Ed Easton went with it. Eventually it was renamed the Dictaphone Corporation[image: External link].[7]

In late 1923, Columbia went into receivership. The company was bought by its English subsidiary, the Columbia Graphophone Company[image: External link] in 1925 and the label, record numbering system, and recording process changed. (The "New Process" [still acoustic] was used on budget labels until 1930). See more at American Columbia single record cataloging systems[image: External link]. On February 25, 1925, Columbia began recording with the new electric recording process licensed from Western Electric[image: External link]. The new "Viva-tonal" records set a benchmark in tone and clarity unequaled on commercial discs during the "78-rpm" era. The first electrical recordings were made by Art Gillham[image: External link], the popular "Whispering Pianist". In a secret agreement with Victor, neither company made the new recording technology public knowledge for some months, in order not to hurt sales of their existing acoustically recorded catalog while a new electrically recorded catalog was being compiled.

In 1926, Columbia acquired Okeh Records[image: External link] and its growing stable of jazz and blues artists, including Louis Armstrong[image: External link] and Clarence Williams[image: External link]. Columbia had already built an impressive catalog of blues and jazz artists, including Bessie Smith[image: External link] in their highly successful 14000-D Race series. Columbia also had a very successful "Hillbilly" series (15000-D). In 1928, Paul Whiteman[image: External link], the nation's most popular orchestra leader, left Victor to record for Columbia. That same year, Columbia executive Frank Buckley Walker[image: External link] pioneered some of the first country music or "hillbilly" genre recordings with the Johnson City sessions[image: External link] in Tennessee, including artists such as Clarence Horton Greene[image: External link] and the legendary fiddler and entertainer, "Fiddlin'" Charlie Bowman[image: External link]. He followed that with a return to Tennessee the next year, as well as recording sessions in other cities of the South. 1929 saw industry legend Ben Selvin[image: External link] signing on as house bandleader and A. & R. director. Other favorites in the Viva-tonal era included Ruth Etting[image: External link], Paul Whiteman[image: External link], Fletcher Henderson[image: External link], Ipana Troubadours[image: External link] (a Sam Lanin group), Ben Selvin[image: External link], and Ted Lewis[image: External link]. Columbia kept using acoustic recording for "budget label" pop product well into 1929 on the labels Harmony, Velvet Tone (both general purpose labels) and Diva (sold exclusively at W.T. Grant[image: External link] stores). 1929 was the year that Columbia's older rival and former affiliate Edison Records[image: External link] folded, leaving Columbia as the oldest surviving record label.
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 Columbia ownership separation (1931–1936)




In 1931, the British Columbia Graphophone Company[image: External link] (itself originally a subsidiary of American Columbia Records, then to become independent, actually went on to purchase its former parent, American Columbia, in late 1929) merged with the Gramophone Company[image: External link] to form Electric & Musical Industries Ltd. ( EMI[image: External link]). EMI was forced to sell its American Columbia operations (because of anti-trust concerns) and the Grigsby-Grunow Company, makers of the Majestic Radio were the purchaser. But Majestic soon fell on hard times. An abortive attempt in 1932 (around the same time that Victor was experimenting with its 33 1⁄3 "program transcriptions") was the "Longer Playing Record", a finer-grooved 10" 78 with 4:30 to 5:00 playing time per side. Columbia issued about eight of these (in the 18000-D series), as well as a short-lived series of double-grooved "Longer Playing Record"s on its Clarion Records, Harmony[image: External link] and Velvet Tone[image: External link] labels. All of these experiments (and indeed the Clarion, Harmony and Velvet Tone labels) were discontinued by mid-1932.

A longer-lived marketing ploy was the Columbia "Royal Blue Record," a brilliant blue laminated product with matching label. Royal Blue issues, made from late 1932 through 1935, are particularly popular with collectors for their rarity and musical interest. The Columbla plant in Oakland, California[image: External link], did Columbia's pressings for sale west of the Rockies and continued using the Royal Blue material for these until about mid-1936.

With the Great Depression's tightened economic stranglehold on the country, in a day when the phonograph itself had become a passé luxury, nothing slowed Columbia's decline. It was still producing some of the most remarkable records of the day, especially on sessions produced by John Hammond[image: External link] and financed by EMI for overseas release. Grigsby-Grunow went under in 1934 and was forced to sell Columbia for a mere $70,000 to the American Record Corporation[image: External link] (ARC).[11] This combine already included Brunswick[image: External link] as its premium label so Columbia was relegated to slower sellers such as the Hawaiian music of Andy Iona[image: External link], the Irving Mills[image: External link] stable of artists and songs and the still unknown Benny Goodman[image: External link]. By late 1936, pop releases were discontinued, leaving the label essentially defunct.

In 1935, Herbert M. Greenspon, an 18-year-old shipping clerk, led a committee to organize the first trade union shop at the main manufacturing factory in Bridgeport, Connecticut[image: External link]. Elected as president of the Congress of Industrial Unions (CIO) local, Greenspon negotiated the first contract between factory workers and Columbia management. In a career with Columbia that lasted 30 years, Greenspon retired after achieving the position of executive vice president of the company. The former Columbia Records factory in Bridgeport (which closed in 1964)[12] has been converted into an apartment building called Columbia Towers.[13]

As southern gospel[image: External link] developed, Columbia had astutely sought to record the artists associated with the emerging genre; for example, Columbia was the only company to record Charles Davis Tillman[image: External link]. Most fortuitously for Columbia in its Depression Era[image: External link] financial woes, in 1936 the company entered into an exclusive recording contract with the Chuck Wagon Gang[image: External link], a hugely successful relationship which continued into the 1970s. A signature group of southern gospel[image: External link], the Chuck Wagon Gang became Columbia's bestsellers with at least 37 million records,[14] many of them through the aegis of the Mull Singing Convention of the Air sponsored on radio (and later television) by southern gospel broadcaster J. Bazzel Mull[image: External link] (1914–2006).

Another event in this period that would prove to be of incalculable future importance to Columbia was the 1937 hiring of a new talent scout - music writer, producer and impresario John Hammond[image: External link]. Alongside his extraordinary significance as a discoverer, promoter, connector and producer of jazz, blues and folk artists during the swing music[image: External link] era, Hammond had already been of great help to Columbia - in 1932–33, through his involvement in the UK music paper Melody Maker[image: External link], Hammond had arranged for the struggling US Columbia label to provide recordings for the UK Columbia label, mostly using the specially created Columbia W-265000 matrix series. Hammond recorded Fletcher Henderson, Benny Carter, Joe Venuti, and other jazz performers during a time when the economy was bad enough that many of them would not have had the opportunity to enter a studio and play real jazz (a handful of these in this special series were issued in the US). Hammond's work for Columbia was interrupted by his service during WWII, and he had less involvement with the music scene during the bebop[image: External link] era, but when returned to work as a talent scout for Columbia in the 1950s, his career proved to be of incalculable historical and cultural importance - the list of superstar artists he would discover and sign to Columbia over the course of his career included Charlie Christian[image: External link], Count Basie[image: External link], Teddy Wilson[image: External link], Pete Seeger[image: External link], Bob Dylan, Leonard Cohen[image: External link], Aretha Franklin[image: External link], Bruce Springsteen and Stevie Ray Vaughan[image: External link], and in the early 1960s Hammond would also exert an enormous cultural effect on the emerging rock music scene thanks to his championing of reissue LPs of the music of blues artists Robert Johnson[image: External link] and Bessie Smith[image: External link].
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 CBS takes over (1938–1947)




In 1938 ARC, including the Columbia label in the USA, was bought by William S. Paley[image: External link] of the Columbia Broadcasting System[image: External link] for US$750,000.[15] (Columbia Records had originally co-founded CBS in 1927 along with New York talent agent Arthur Judson[image: External link], but soon cashed out of the partnership leaving only the name; Paley acquired the fledgling radio network in 1928.) CBS revived the Columbia label in place of Brunswick and the Okeh label in place of Vocalion[image: External link]. CBS renamed the company Columbia Recording Corporation[16] and retained control of all of ARC's past masters, but in a complicated move, the pre-1931 Brunswick and Vocalion masters, as well as trademarks of Brunswick and Vocalion, reverted to Warner Bros. (who had leased their whole recording operation to ARC in early 1932) and Warners sold the lot to Decca Records[image: External link] in 1941.[17]

The Columbia trademark from this point until the late 1950s was two overlapping circles with the Magic Notes in the left circle and a CBS microphone in the right circle. The Royal Blue labels now disappeared in favor of a deep red, which caused RCA Victor[image: External link] to claim infringement on its Red Seal[image: External link] trademark (RCA lost the case). The blue Columbia label was kept for its classical music[image: External link] Columbia Masterworks Records[image: External link] line until it was later changed to a green label before switching to a gray label in the late 1950s, and then to the bronze that is familiar to owners of its classical and Broadway albums. Columbia Phonograph Company of Canada did not survive the Great Depression[image: External link], so CBS made a distribution deal with Sparton Records[image: External link] in 1939 to release Columbia records in Canada under the Columbia name.

During the 1940s Columbia had a contract with Frank Sinatra. Sinatra helped boost Columbia in revenue. Sinatra recorded over 200 songs with Columbia which include his most popular songs from his early years. Other popular artists on Columbia included Benny Goodman[image: External link] (signed from RCA Victor), Count Basie[image: External link], Jimmie Lunceford[image: External link] (both signed from Decca), Eddy Duchin[image: External link], Ray Noble[image: External link] (both moved to Columbia from Brunswick), Kate Smith[image: External link], Mildred Bailey[image: External link], and Will Bradley[image: External link].

In 1947, CBS founded its Mexican record company, Discos Columbia de Mexico.[18] 1948 also saw the first classical LP Nathan Milstein's recording of the Mendelssohn Violin Concerto[image: External link]. Columbia's 33 rpm format quickly spelled the death of the classical 78 rpm record and for the first time gave Columbia a commanding lead over RCA Victor Red Seal[image: External link].[19][20]
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 The LP record (1948–1959)




Columbia's president Edward Wallerstein, instrumental in steering Paley to the ARC purchase, at this time set his talents to the goal (as he saw it) of hearing an entire movement of a symphony on one side of an album. Ward Botsford writing for the Twenty-Fifth Anniversary Issue of High Fidelity Magazine relates, "He was no inventor—he was simply a man who seized an idea whose time was ripe and begged, ordered, and cajoled a thousand men into bringing into being the now accepted medium of the record business." Despite Wallerstein's stormy tenure, in 1948 Columbia introduced the Long Playing "microgroove" LP[image: External link] record format (sometimes written "Lp" in early advertisements), which rotated at 33⅓ revolutions per minute[image: External link], to be the standard for the gramophone record for half a century. CBS research director Dr. Peter Goldmark[image: External link] played a managerial role in the collaborative effort, but Wallerstein credits engineer William Savory[image: External link] with the technical prowess that brought the long-playing disc to the public.[21]

By the early 1940s, Columbia had been experimenting with higher fidelity recordings, as well as longer masters, which paved the way for the successful release of the LPs in 1948. One such record that helped set a new standard for music listeners was the 10" LP reissue of The Voice of Frank Sinatra[image: External link], originally released on March 4, 1946 as an album of four 78 rpm records, which was the first pop album issued in the new LP format. Sinatra[image: External link] was arguably Columbia's hottest commodity and his artistic vision combined with the direction Columbia were taking the medium of music, both popular and classic, were well suited. The Voice of Frank Sinatra was also considered to be the first genuine concept album[image: External link]. Since the term "LP" has come to refer to the 12 inch 33  1⁄3 rpm vinyl disk, the first LP is the Mendelssohn Violin Concerto in E minor played by Nathan Milstein with Bruno Walter conducting the New York Philharmonic (then called the Philharmonic-Symphony Orchestra of New York), Columbia ML 4001, found in the Columbia Record Catalog for 1949, published in July 1948. The other "LP's" listed in the catalog were in the 10 inch format starting with ML 2001 for the light classics, CL 6001 for popular songs and JL 8001 for children's records.[21] The Library of Congress (Washington DC) now holds the Columbia Records Paperwork Archive which shows the Label order for ML 4001 being written on March 1, 1948. One can infer that Columbia was pressing the first LPs for distribution to their dealers for at least 3 months prior to the introduction of the LP in June 1948.[22] The catalog numbering system has had minor changes ever since.

Columbia's LPs were particularly well-suited to classical music's longer pieces, so some of the early albums featured such artists as Eugene Ormandy[image: External link] and the Philadelphia Orchestra[image: External link], Bruno Walter[image: External link] and the New York Philharmonic Orchestra[image: External link], and Sir Thomas Beecham[image: External link] and the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra[image: External link]. The success of these recordings eventually persuaded Capitol Records[image: External link] to begin releasing LPs in 1949. RCA Victor began releasing LPs in 1950, quickly followed by other major American labels. Decca Records[image: External link] in the U.K. was the first to release LPs in Europe, beginning in 1949.

An "original cast recording" of Rodgers & Hammerstein[image: External link]'s South Pacific[image: External link] with Ezio Pinza[image: External link] and Mary Martin[image: External link] was recorded in 1949. Both conventional metal masters and tape were used in the sessions in New York City. For some reason, the taped version was not used until Sony released it as part of a set of CDs devoted to Columbia's Broadway albums.[23] Over the years, Columbia joined Decca and RCA Victor in specializing in albums devoted to Broadway musicals with members of the original casts. In the 1950s, Columbia also began releasing LPs drawn from the soundtracks of popular films.

Many album covers put together by Columbia and the other major labels were put together using one piece of cardboard (folded in half) and two paper "slicks," one for the front and one for the back. The front slick bended around the top, bottom, and left sides (the right side is open for the record to be inserted into the cover) and glued the two halves of cardboard together at the top and bottom. The back slick is pasted over the edges of the pasted-on front slick to make it appear that the album cover is one continuous piece.

Columbia discovered that printing two front cover slicks, one for mono and one for stereo, was inefficient and therefore needlessly costly. Starting in the summer of 1959 with some of the albums released in August, they went to the "paste-over" front slick, which had the stereo information printed on the top and the mono information printed on the bottom. For stereo issues, they moved the front slick down so the stereo information was showing at the top, and the mono information was bent around the bottom to the back and "pasted over" by the back slick. Conversely, for a mono album, they moved the slick up so the mono information showed at the bottom, and the stereo information was pasted over.
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 The 1950s




In 1951, Columbia USA began issuing records in the 45 rpm format RCA had introduced two years earlier.[24]The same year, Ted Wallerstein retired as Columbia Records chairman;[25] and Columbia USA also severed its decades-long distribution arrangement with EMI and signed a distribution deal with Philips Records[image: External link] to market Columbia recordings outside North America.[26] EMI continued to distribute Okeh and later Epic label recordings until 1968. EMI also continued to distribute Columbia recordings in Australia and New Zealand. American Columbia was not happy with EMI's reluctance to introduce long playing records.[27]

Columbia became the most successful non-rock record company in the 1950s after it lured producer and bandleader Mitch Miller[image: External link] away from the Mercury label in 1950. Despite its many successes, Columbia remained largely uninvolved in the teenage rock'n'roll market until the mid-1960s, despite a handful of crossover hits, largely because of Miller's famous (and frequently expressed) loathing of rock'n'roll. Miller was a classically trained oboist who had been a friend of Columbia executive Goddard Lieberson since their days at the Eastman School of Music[image: External link] in the 1930s.[28]) Miller quickly signed up Mercury's biggest artist at the time, Frankie Laine, and discovered several of the decade's biggest recording stars including Tony Bennett, Mahalia Jackson[image: External link], Jimmy Boyd[image: External link], Guy Mitchell[image: External link] (whose stage surname was taken from Miller's first name), Johnnie Ray[image: External link], The Four Lads[image: External link], Rosemary Clooney[image: External link], Ray Conniff[image: External link], Jerry Vale[image: External link] and Johnny Mathis[image: External link]. He also oversaw many of the early singles by the label's top female recording star of the decade, Doris Day.

In 1953, Columbia formed a new subsidiary label Epic Records[image: External link].[29] 1954 saw Columbia end its distribution arrangement with Sparton Records and form Columbia Records of Canada.[30] Despite favoring a country music genre, Columbia bid $15,000 for Elvis Presley's contract from Sun Records[image: External link] in 1955.[31] Miller made no secret of the fact that he was not a fan of rock music and was saved from having to deal with it when Presley's manager, Colonel Tom Parker[image: External link], turned down their offer (Presley ended up signing with Columbia's now-sister label RCA Victor).[31] However, Columbia did sign two Sun artists in 1958: Johnny Cash[image: External link] and Carl Perkins[image: External link].[31]

With 1954, Columbia USA decisively broke with its past when it introduced its new, modernist[image: External link]-style "Walking Eye" logo,[32] designed by Columbia's art director S. Neil Fujita[image: External link]. This logo actually depicts a stylus (the legs) on a record (the eye); however, the "eye" also subtly refers to CBS's main business in television[image: External link], and that division's iconic Eye logo. Columbia continued to use the "notes and mike" logo on record labels and even used a promo label showing both logos until the "notes and mike" was phased out (along with the 78 in the US) in 1958. In Canada, Columbia 78s were pressed with the "Walking Eye" logo in 1958. The original Walking Eye was tall and solid; it was modified in 1961[33] to the familiar one still used today (pictured on this page), despite the fact that the Walking Eye was not used during most of the 1990s.

In 1956 former Columbia A&R manager Goddard Lieberson[image: External link] was promoted to become President of the entire CBS recording division, which included Columbia and Epic, as well as the company's various international divisions and licensees. Under his leadership the corporation's music division soon overtook RCA Victor[image: External link] as the top recording company in the world, boasting a star-studded roster of artists and an unmatched catalogue of popular, jazz, classical and stage and screen soundtrack titles. Lieberson, who had joined Columbia as an A&R manager in 1938, was noted for both his personal elegance and his dedication to quality, overseeing the release of many hugely successful albums and singles, as well as championing prestige releases that sold relatively poorly, and even some titles that had very limited appeal, such as complete editions of the works of Arnold Schoenberg[image: External link] and Anton von Webern[image: External link]. One of his first major successes was the original cast soundtrack of My Fair Lady, which sold over 5 million copies worldwide in 1957, becoming the most successful LP ever released up to that time. Lieberson also convinced long-serving CBS President William S. Paley to become the sole backer of the original Broadway production, a $500,000 investment which subsequently earned the company some $32 million in profits.[34]

Columbia changed distributors in Australia and New Zealand in 1956 when the Australian Record Company picked up distribution of U.S. Columbia product to replace the Capitol Records[image: External link] product which ARC lost when EMI bought Capitol. As EMI owned the Columbia trademark at that time, the U.S. Columbia material was issued in Australia and New Zealand on the CBS Coronet[image: External link] label.

In 1956, Columbia jazz producer George Avakian[image: External link] signed Miles Davis[image: External link] to the label. In 1958, Davis's sextet released Milestones[image: External link], an influential album which explored the techniques of modal jazz[image: External link]. In 1959, Davis's sextet released Kind of Blue[image: External link], an album which has remained extremely popular and influential. In 2003, it appeared as number 12 in Rolling Stone's list of the "500 Greatest Albums Of All Time".[35]
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 Stereo




Although Columbia began recording in stereo in 1956, stereo LPs did not begin to be manufactured until 1958. One of Columbia's first stereo releases was an abridged and re-structured performance of Handel[image: External link]'s Messiah[image: External link] by the New York Philharmonic[image: External link] and the Westminster Choir[image: External link] conducted by Leonard Bernstein[image: External link] (recorded on December 31, 1956, on 1/2 inch tape, using an Ampex 300-3 machine). Bernstein combined the Nativity and Resurrection sections, and ended the performance with the death of Christ. As with RCA Victor, most of the early stereo recordings were of classical artists, including the New York Philharmonic Orchestra conducted by Bruno Walter[image: External link], Dimitri Mitropoulos[image: External link], and Leonard Bernstein[image: External link], and the Philadelphia Orchestra conducted by Eugene Ormandy[image: External link], who also recorded an abridged Messiah for Columbia. Some sessions were made with the Columbia Symphony Orchestra, an ensemble drawn from leading New York musicians, which had first made recordings with Sir Thomas Beecham in 1949 in Columbia's famous New York City studios. George Szell[image: External link] and the Cleveland Orchestra[image: External link] recorded mostly for Epic. When Epic dropped classical music, the roster and catalogue was moved to Columbia Masterworks Records[image: External link].

Columbia released its first pop stereo albums in the summer of 1958. All of the first dozen or so were stereo versions of albums already available in mono. It wasn't until September 1958, that Columbia started simultaneous mono/stereo releases.

As far as the catalog numbering system went, there was no correlation between mono and stereo versions for the first few years. Columbia started a new CS-8000 series for the stereo releases, and figuring the stereo releases as some sort of specialty niche records, didn't bother to link the mono and stereo numbers for two years. Finally, in 1960, the stereo series jumped from 8300 to 8310 to match the Lambert, Hendricks & Ross[image: External link] album issued as CL-1510. From that point, the stereo numbers were exactly 6800 higher than the mono, or to put it simply, the last two digits in the respective catalog series' matched
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 The 1960s




See also: CBS Records International[image: External link]


In 1961, CBS ended its arrangement with Philips Records and formed its own international organization, CBS Records, in 1962, which released Columbia recordings outside the USA and Canada on the CBS label (until 1964 marketed by Philips in Britain).[36] The recordings could not be released under the "Columbia Records" name because EMI operated a separate record label[image: External link] by that name outside North America. (This was the result of the legal maneuvers which had led to the creation of EMI in the early 1930s.)

Columbia's Mexican unit, Discos Columbia, was renamed Discos CBS.[36]

With the formation of CBS Records International[image: External link], it started establishing its own distribution in the early 1960s beginning in Australia. In 1960 CBS took over its distributor in Australia and New Zealand, the Australian Record Company[image: External link] (founded in 1936) including Coronet Records[image: External link], one of the leading Australian independent recording and distribution companies of the day. The CBS Coronet label was replaced by the CBS label with the 'walking eye' logo in 1963.[37] ARC continued trading under that name until the late 1970s when it formally changed its business name to CBS Australia.

In 1961 Columbia's popular music repertoire was given an enormous boost when its A&R manager and bandleader Mitch Miller[image: External link] became the host of a new TV variety series on the NBC network. Sing Along with Mitch[image: External link] made Miller a household name. The show was based around Miller's decidedly 'folksy' but undeniably appealing 'chorus' style performance of popular standards, and during its four-season run, the series actively and very successfully promoted Miller's series of "Singalong" albums, which sold over 20 million units, and it still boasted a remarkable 34% audience share when it was cancelled in 1964.[38]

In September 1961 CBS A&R manager John Hammond[image: External link] was producing the first Columbia album by folk singer Carolyn Hester[image: External link], who invited a friend to accompany her on one of the recording sessions. It was here that Hammond first met Bob Dylan, whom he signed to the label, initially as a harmonica player.[39] Dylan's self-titled debut album, released in March 1962, sold only moderately, and some in company dubbed Dylan "Hammond's folly" and suggested he should be dropped form the roster. But Dylan was defended by both Hammond and Johnny Cash[image: External link], and over the next four years he rocketed to international stardom, becoming one of the biggest and most influential popular performers in the world, and one of Columbia's flagship artists.

In 1962, Columbia joined in the folk music[image: External link] genre when it released the debut album[image: External link] of The New Christy Minstrels[image: External link], and Dion DiMucci[image: External link] became the first major rock star to sign with Columbia in 1963, producing several hit records.

Also in 1962, several changes to Columbia were brought. Most significantly, Columbia's engineering department had developed a new process for faking a stereo effect from a mono source tape. They called this process "Electronically Rechanneled for Stereo." In the June 16, 1962, issue of Billboard Magazine (page 5), they announced they would be issuing rechanneled versions of many of the "Greatest Hits" packages previously only available in mono. These included albums by Doris Day, Frankie Laine, Percy Faith, Mitch Miller, Marty Robbins and a various artists' package called Hall of Fame Hits. In addition, previously mono-only albums like Brubeck's Jazz Goes to College[image: External link] and Miles Davis' Miles Ahead[image: External link] were included, to be shortly joined by Mathis' Johnny's Greatest Hits[image: External link]. They also began rechanneling current releases, starting with the July release of Miles Davis at Carnegie Hall[image: External link]. Columbia's rechanneling process involved a slight time delay and some bass-treble separation between channels. Both RCA and Capitol (" Duophonic[image: External link]") used similar processes, but in both the RCA and Capitol cases, the relatively large time delay between channels resulted in a sound that has been described by collectors as "messy" (Duophonic) or "garbage can echo" (RCA). Columbia's rechanneling resulted in a sound not unlike reverb rather than echo, a much less heavy-handed process, although it has been termed "annoying" by some critics of fake stereo in general.

When the British Invasion hit in January, 1964, they looked around and found almost nothing in their rock and roll cupboard. They had signed Dion in 1962 when he went solo, but he had little Columbia company on the charts, and was likewise viewed as a pop crooner. They missed signing the big British acts initially, although their subsidiary Epic was on the ball and landed the Dave Clark Five[image: External link], among several others. Columbia's answer to the British Invasion in February, 1964, was predictable: cobble together a few leftovers into a "Merseybeat" album, The Exciting New Liverpool Sound (Columbia CL-2172, issued in mono only). However they had a decidedly rock and roll oriented producer in Terry Melcher[image: External link]—son of long-time Columbia artist Doris Day—who specialized in the surf/car song genre. Columbia recognized early on that Melcher had some talent as a producer. Melcher was paired with Frankie Laine, who, after six years without a hit, recorded the hard driving "Don't Make My Baby Blue," replete with heavy bass and fuzz guitars. The song made #51 on the pop charts and #17 on the easy listening charts. But it sounded so different from Laine's usual style that Columbia never reissued it on a Frankie Laine collection or even a various artists compilation (so it's never been available in stereo). Another lost rock-and-roll single was Bob Dylan's first single, "Mixed Up Confusion" in 1962, which met a similar fate as Columbia had masked any and all attempts at recording rock and roll during Mitch Miller's time with the label. Two months earlier, Melcher and Bruce Johnston[image: External link] brought Columbia a studio group calling themselves the Rip Chords[image: External link], whom Melcher and Johnston found as a vocal duo of Ernie Bringas and Phil Stewart, and worked up into a legitimate rock and roll act through studio production and vocal augmentation, and they also became members of the group. The group hit with "Here I Stand[image: External link]," a remake of the old Wade Flemons[image: External link] song, then, coinciding with the British Invasion, had a #4 smash with "Hey Little Cobra[image: External link]". Columbia saw the two recordings as a start to getting into rock and roll, belatedly but definitely. Melcher and Johnston recorded several additional singles for Columbia in 1964 as "Bruce & Terry" and later as "The Rogues." Melcher would become a force with Columbia, producing the Byrds[image: External link]' initial efforts the next year, and then producing Paul Revere and the Raiders[image: External link]. Johnston would join the Beach Boys[image: External link] for rival label Capitol.

In September 1964, CBS established its own British distribution by purchasing the independent Oriole[image: External link] label, pressing plant and recording studio (as well as its sold-only-in-Woolworth's Embassy[image: External link] cover version label).[40] The acquisition gave Columbia and its sister labels a British manufacturing arm, recording studio, and over time its own roster of British recording artists during the British Invasion such as Chad & Jeremy[image: External link] and The Tremeloes[image: External link].
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 Ascension of Clive Davis




When Mitch Miller retired in 1965,[41] the Columbia label found itself at a critical turning point. Miller's well-known disdain for rock and roll and contemporary rock-pop had dominated Columbia's A&R policy up to that point; this was to the extent where this particular content was solely seen on its sister labels Epic[image: External link] and Okeh[image: External link]. The label's only significant "pop" acts at the time were Bob Dylan, and newly-signed folk-rock acts The Byrds[image: External link] and Simon & Garfunkel[image: External link], and it was not until after Miller left that the company was able to venture further into the emerging rock culture field[image: External link] by signing Paul Revere and the Raiders[image: External link] and The Byrds[image: External link]. Columbia also had classical artists, jazz artists, some country artists, and a few R&B artists like Aretha Franklin[image: External link]. It is widely acknowledged Columbia had no clue how to record or promote her as a monster R&B talent, let alone on how to draw on her gospel roots - that would come later with Atlantic[image: External link].[42][43][44]

By the time Clive Davis[image: External link] took over as President of Columbia in early 1967 it was clear that public tastes were changing rapidly, and that Columbia's mainstream A&R policy was losing ground with consumers. Leading solo act Johnny Mathis[image: External link] had left for Mercury Records[image: External link] (he would return in 1968 and has been with Columbia since that year), sales of Miller's 'singalong' series and the Broadway soundtrack albums were waning, and the company faced an uncertain future. Its pretax earnings had flattened to about $5 million annually. and during the 1966 'interregnum' there was another looming crisis, with the contracts of three of Columbia's biggest solo artists - Andy Williams[image: External link], Barbra Streisand[image: External link] and Bob Dylan - all up for renewal at once. In the event, Williams and Streisand re-signed without incident, but Davis was very concerned that Dylan might leave the label, and he knew that Dylan's notoriously hard-nosed manager Albert Grossman[image: External link] had already worked out a competing deal with MGM Records[image: External link], who were offering Dylan an unprecedented 12 percent royalty rate - at least double the industry standard at the time. Davis despatched his new Vice President of Business Affairs, Dick Asher[image: External link], to Woodstock to negotiate with Dylan, and fortunately for Columbia, Asher was able to persuade him to renew his contract.[45]

Following the appointment of Brooklyn-born lawyer Clive Davis[image: External link] as president in 1967 the Columbia label became more of a rock music[image: External link] label, thanks mainly to Davis's fortuitous decision to attend the Monterey International Pop Festival[image: External link], where he spotted and signed several leading acts including Janis Joplin[image: External link]. Joplin led the way for several generations of female rock and rollers. However, Columbia/CBS still had a hand in traditional pop and jazz and one of its key acquisitions during this period was Barbra Streisand[image: External link]. She released her first solo album on Columbia in 1963 and remains with the label to this day.

A San Francisco group called Moby Grape[image: External link] had been gaining popularity on the West Coast, and were signed by Davis in 1967. As a way of introducing them to the world with a splash, they released their debut album[image: External link], along with five singles from the album, all on the same day, June 6, 1967, 23 years following D-Day[image: External link]. The album hit made #24 on the Billboard Hot 200[image: External link], but the singles barely made a dent in the charts, the best performer being "Omaha," which lasted a mere three weeks on the Hot 100 reaching only #88. The other charter, "Hey Grandma," only reached the Bubbling Under chart and faded out within a week. Also, there were some complaints about the obscene gesture made to the American flag[image: External link] on the front cover that had to be edited out on the second pressing, not to mention that the group started to decline in sales after that. The return on all the promotional budget for the singles realized nothing. Although the group made two more albums, this particular publicity stunt was never again attempted by Columbia or any other major label.

Arguably the most commercially successful Columbia pop act of this period was Simon & Garfunkel[image: External link]. The duo scored a surprise US #1 hit in 1965 when CBS producer Tom Wilson[image: External link], inspired by the folk-rock experiments of The Byrds[image: External link] and others, added drums and bass to the duo's earlier recording of "The Sound of Silence[image: External link]" without their knowledge or approval. Indeed, the duo had already broken up some months earlier, discouraged by the poor sales of their debut LP, and Paul Simon[image: External link] had relocated to the UK, where he famously only found out about the single being a hit via the music press. The dramatic success of the song prompted Simon to return to the USA, the duo reformed, and they soon became one of the flagship acts of the folk-rock[image: External link] boom of the mid-1960s. Their next album Parsley, Sage, Rosemary and Thyme[image: External link] went to #4 in the Billboard album chart and spawned the Top 20 single "A Hazy Shade of Winter[image: External link]", but progress slowed during 1966-67 as Simon struggled with writer's block[image: External link] and the demands of constant touring. They shot back to the top in 1968 after Simon agreed to write songs for the Mike Nichols[image: External link] film The Graduate[image: External link]. The resulting single, "Mrs Robinson[image: External link]", became a smash hit, and both The Graduate soundtrack and Simon & Garfunkel's next studio album Bookends[image: External link] were major hits on the album chart, with combined total sales in excess of five million copies. Simon and Garfunkel's fifth and final studio album, Bridge Over Troubled Water[image: External link] (1970) reached number one in the US album charts in January 1970 and became one of the most successful albums of all time.[46]

Over the course of the 1960s, Bob Dylan achieved a prominent position in Columbia. His early folk songs were recorded by many acts and became hits for Peter, Paul & Mary[image: External link] and The Turtles[image: External link]. Some of these cover versions became the foundation of the so-called folk rock[image: External link] genre. The Byrds[image: External link] achieved their pop breakthrough with a version of Dylan's "Mr. Tambourine Man[image: External link]". In 1965, Dylan's controversial decision to 'go electric'[image: External link] and work with rock musicians divided his audience but catapulted him to greater commercial success with his 1965 hit single "Like a Rolling Stone[image: External link]". Following his withdrawal from touring in 1966, Dylan recorded a large group of songs with his backing group The Band[image: External link] which reached other artists as 'demo recordings'. These resulted in hits by Manfred Mann[image: External link] ("The Mighty Quinn[image: External link]") and Brian Auger[image: External link], Julie Driscoll[image: External link] & Trinity ("This Wheel's On Fire[image: External link]"). Dylan's late 1960s albums John Wesley Harding[image: External link] and Nashville Skyline[image: External link] became cornerstone recordings of the emergent country rock[image: External link] genre and influenced The Byrds[image: External link] and The Flying Burrito Brothers[image: External link].

Davis lured artists Hoyt Axton[image: External link] and Tom Rush[image: External link] to Columbia in 1969, and both were given what was known as "the pop treatment" by the label.

Hoyt Axton had been a folk/blues singer-songwriter since the early 1960s, when he made several albums for Horizon[image: External link], then Vee-Jay[image: External link]. By the time he joined Columbia, he had mixed successful pop songs like "Greenback Dollar[image: External link]," with hard rock songs for Steppenwolf[image: External link], such as "The Pusher[image: External link]", which was used in the film Easy Rider[image: External link] in the same year. When he landed at Columbia, his album My Griffin Is Gone was described as "the poster child for "overproduced," full of all kinds of instruments and even strings."[47] After that album, Axton left and joined Capitol Records[image: External link], where his next albums contained "Joy to the World[image: External link]" and "Never Been to Spain[image: External link]," which the group Three Dog Night made hit songs out of. Axton eventually became a country singer, and founded his own record label, Jeremiah.

Tom Rush had always been the "storyteller" or "balladeer" type of folk artist, before and after his stint with Columbia, to which Rush was lured from Elektra[image: External link]. As with Axton, Rush was given "the treatment" on his self-titled Columbia debut. The multitude of instruments added to his usual solo guitar were all done "tastefully," of course, but was not really on par with Rush's audience expectations. He commented to record label historian Mike Callahan:



	“
	Well, when you're in the studio, they bring out all these "sweeteners" and things they have, and while you're there, you say, yeah, that sounds good. But then you get the album home and you almost can't hear yourself under all that.[48]

	”




Eventually, Rush returned to his usual sound (which he applied to his next[image: External link] three[image: External link] albums[image: External link] for Columbia) and has been playing to appreciative audiences ever since.

Miles Davis's late 1960s recordings, In A Silent Way[image: External link] and Bitches Brew[image: External link], pioneered a new fusion of jazz and rock music[image: External link].[49]
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 The 1970s




The Columbia album series which began way back in 1951 with album GL-500 (CL-500) reached an awkward milestone in 1970, when the stereo numbering sequence reached CS-9999, assigned to the Patti Page[image: External link] album Honey Come Back. This presented a catalog numbering system challenge as Columbia had for 13 years used a four-digit catalog number, and CS-10000 seemed cumbersome. Temporarily, they settled on CS-1000 instead, preserving the four-digit catalog number; however, they were re-using catalog numbers used in 1957-58, even if the prefix was now different. In July, 1970, the cataloging department implemented a new system altogether, combining all their labels into one consolidated catalog numbering system starting with 30000, with the prefix letter indicating which label it was (C=Columbia, E= Epic[image: External link], S=Columbia Masterworks[image: External link], and Z=every other label that CBS distributed; there was also G=two album sets).[50] The highest catalog number released in the old system was CS-1069, The Sesame Street Book and Record[image: External link]. Chronologically, Columbia issued at least one album in this series in August, but by that time the CBS Consolidated 30000 series, which started issuing albums in July with the new label design, was well underway, having issued nearly 100 albums.

In September 1970, under the guidance of Clive Davis[image: External link], Columbia Records entered the West Coast rock market with a vengeance, both opening a state-of-the art recording studio (which was located at 827 Folsom St. in San Francisco[image: External link], and later morphed into the Automatt[image: External link]) and establishing an A&R head and office in San Francisco at Fisherman's Wharf[image: External link], headed by George Daly[image: External link], a producer and artist for Monument Records[image: External link] (who inked a distribution deal with Columbia at the time) and a former bandmate of Nils Lofgren[image: External link] and Roy Buchanan[image: External link]. The recording studio operated under CBS until 1978.[51]

During the early 1970s, Columbia began recording in a four-channel process called quadraphonic[image: External link], using the "SQ" (Stereo Quadraphonic) standard which used an electronic encoding process that could be decoded by special amplifiers and then played through four speakers, with each speaker placed in the corner of a room. Remarkably, RCA countered with another quadraphonic process which required a special cartridge to play the "discrete" recordings for four-channel playback. Both Columbia and RCA's quadraphonic records could be played on conventional stereo equipment. Although the Columbia process required less equipment and was quite effective, many were confused by the competing systems and sales of both Columbia's matrix recordings and RCA's discrete recordings were disappointing. A few other companies also issued some matrix recordings for a few years. Quadraphonic recording was used by both classical artists, including Leonard Bernstein[image: External link] and Pierre Boulez[image: External link], and popular artists such as Electric Light Orchestra[image: External link], Billy Joel, Pink Floyd, Johnny Cash[image: External link], Barbra Streisand[image: External link], Carlos Santana[image: External link], Herbie Hancock, The Clash[image: External link] and Blue Öyster Cult[image: External link]. Columbia even released a soundtrack album of the movie version of Funny Girl[image: External link] in quadraphonic. Many of these recordings were later remastered and released in Dolby surround sound on CD.

In 1975, Walter Yetnikoff was promoted to become President of Columbia Records, and his vacated position as President of CBS Records International was filled by Dick Asher. At this point, according to music historian Frederic Dannen, the formerly shy and introverted Yetnikoff began to radically transform his personality, becoming (in Asher's words) "wild, menacing, crude, and above all, very loud." In Dannen's view, Yetnikoff was probably over-compensating for his naturally sensitive and generous personality, and that he had little hope of being recognised as a "record man" (someone with a musical ear and an intuitive understanding of current trends and artists' intentions) because he was tone-deaf, so he instead determined to become a "colourful character".[52] Yetnikoff soon became notorious for his violent temper and regular tantrums: "He shattered glassware, spewed a mixture of Yiddish and barnyard epithets, and had people physically ejected from the CBS building."[53]

In 1976, Columbia Records of Canada was renamed CBS Records Canada Ltd.[54] The Columbia label continued to be used by CBS Canada, but the CBS label was introduced for French-language[image: External link] recordings. On May 5, 1979, Columbia Masterworks began digital recording[image: External link] in a recording session of Stravinsky[image: External link]'s Petrouchka[image: External link] by the New York Philharmonic Orchestra[image: External link], conducted by Zubin Mehta[image: External link], in New York (using 3M[image: External link]'s 32-channel multitrack digital recorder).
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 Dick Asher vs "The Network"




Although CBS Records' mega-star roster now boasted many of the biggest names in popular music - Barbra Streisand[image: External link], The Manhattans[image: External link], Deniece Williams[image: External link], Bob Dylan, Bruce Springsteen, Billy Joel, Neil Diamond[image: External link], Michael Jackson, Johnny Mathis[image: External link] (after he rejoined the company), Boston[image: External link], and Julio Iglesias[image: External link] - and credited itself as a distributor of such otherwise independent labels as Philadelphia International Records[image: External link], Blue Sky Records[image: External link], the Isley Brothers[image: External link]' T-Neck Records[image: External link] and Monument Records[image: External link] (from 1971 to 1976), the music industry was experiencing a sharp financial decline. Total sales fell by 11% - the biggest drop since World War II - and CBS Records' before-tax income in 1979 plummeted to just $51 million, against sales of just over $1 billion, and the label was forced to sack hundreds of staff. To deal with the crisis, CBS Inc.'s CEO John Backe[image: External link] promoted the reord division's former Vice President of Business Affairs Dick Asher[image: External link] to become the CBS Records' new Deputy President, serving under its president Walter Yetnikoff[image: External link]. Charged with cutting costs and restoring profits, Asher was reportedly reluctant to take on the role, and he was worried (rightly, as it transpired) that Yetnikoff would resent his promotion, but Backe had confidence in Asher's previous experience (in 1972 he had taken over CBS' loss-making British division and returned it to profit), he knew him to be honest and trustworthy, and he successfully appealed to Asher's strong sense of company loyalty. Asher faced resentment and mistrust from CBS Records staff, who regarded him as a bore and an interloper - not least because he ordered them to cut back heavily on expenses and 'perks' like limousines and restaurants - and his working relationship with the famously volatile Yetnikoff soon degenerated into outright hostility - but Asher's unpopular economy drive would also expose a shadowy industry practice that posed a major threat to the entire CBS corporation, and the music industry as a whole.

As he toiled to reign in costs and bring the record division back into the black, Asher became increasingly concerned about the huge and rapidly growing cost of hiring independent agents, who were paid to promote new singles to radio station program directors. "Indies" had been used by record labels for many years to promote new releases, but as he methodically delved into CBS Records' expenses, Asher was dismayed to discover that hiring these independent promoters was now costing CBS alone as much as $10 million per year. When Asher took over CBS' UK division in 1972, a freelance promoter might only charge $100 per week, but by 1979 the top American independent promoters had organised themselves into a loose collective known as "The Network", and their fees were now running into the tens millions of dollars per year, Music historian Frederic Dannen[image: External link] estimates that by 1980 the major labels were paying anywhere from to $100,000 to $300,000 per song to the "Network" promoters, and that it was costing the industry as whole as much as $80 million annually.

During this period, Columbia scored a Top 40 hit with the Pink Floyd single "Another Brick In The Wall[image: External link]", and its parent album The Wall would spend four months at #1 on the Billboard LP chart in early 1980, but few in the industry knew that Dick Asher was in fact using the single as a covert experiment to test the extent of the pernicious influence of The Network - by not paying them to promote the new Pink Floyd single. The results were immediate and deeply troubling - not one of the major radio stations in Los Angeles would program the record, despite the fact that the group was in town, performing sell-out shows to rave reviews. Asher was already worried about the growing power of The Network, and the fact it operated entirely outside the control of the label, but he was profoundly dismayed to realise that "The Network" was in effect a huge extortion[image: External link] racket, and that the operation could well be linked to organised crime - a concern vehemently dismissed by Yetnikoff, who resolutely defended the "indies" and declared them to be "mensches". But Dick Asher now knew that The Network's real power lay in their ability to prevent records from being picked up by radio, and as an experienced media lawyer and a loyal CBS employee, he was also acutely aware that this could become a new payola[image: External link] scandal which had the potential to engulf the entire CBS corporation, and that the Federal Communications Commission could even revoke CBS' all-important broadcast licences if the corporation was found to be involved in any illegality.[55]
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 The 1980s and sale to Sony




The structure of US Columbia remained the same until 1980, when it spun off the classical/Broadway unit, Columbia Masterworks Records, into a separate imprint, CBS Masterworks Records[image: External link] (now Sony Classical).

In 1988, the CBS Records Group, including the Columbia Records unit, was acquired by Sony[image: External link], which re-christened the parent division Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link] in 1991. As Sony only had a temporary license on the CBS Records name, it then acquired the rights to the Columbia trademarks (Columbia Graphophone[image: External link]) outside the U.S., Canada, Spain (trademark owned by BMG[image: External link]) and Japan (Nippon Columbia) from EMI[image: External link], which generally had not been used by them since the early 1970s. The CBS Records label was officially renamed Columbia Records on January 1, 1991 worldwide except Spain (where Sony got the rights in 2004 by forming a joint venture with BMG[56]) and Japan.[57] CBS Masterworks Records[image: External link] was renamed Sony Classical Records[image: External link]. In December 2006, CBS Corporation[image: External link] revived the CBS Records[image: External link] name for a new minor label closely linked with its television properties (coincidentally, the new CBS Records is currently distributed by another Sony Music division, RED Distribution[image: External link]).
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 The 1990s and today




Columbia Records remains a premier subsidiary label of Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link]. The label is headed by chairman Rob Stringer[image: External link], along with executive vice president and general manager Joel Klaiman[image: External link], who joined the label in December 2012.[58] In 2009, during the re-consolidation of Sony Music, Columbia was partnered with its Epic Records[image: External link] sister to form the Columbia/Epic Label Group[image: External link][59] under which it operated as an imprint. In July 2011, as part of further corporate restructuring, Epic was split from the Columbia/Epic Group as Epic took in multiple artists from Jive Records.[60]

As of March 2013, Columbia Records is home to 90 artists such as Robbie Williams[image: External link], Calvin Harris[image: External link], and Daft Punk.[61]
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 Logos and branding




The acquisition of rights to the Columbia trademarks by EMI (including the "Magic Notes" logo) presented the company with a dilemma of which logo to use. For much of the 1990s, Columbia released its albums without a logo, just the "COLUMBIA" word mark in the Bodoni[image: External link] Classic Bold typeface.[62] Columbia experimented with bringing back the "notes and mike" logo but without the CBS mark on the microphone. That logo is currently used in the "Columbia Jazz" series of jazz releases and reissues.[63] A modified "Magic Notes" logo is found on the logo for Sony Classical[image: External link]. In mid to late 1999, it was eventually decided that the "Walking Eye" (previously the CBS Records logo outside North America) would be Columbia's logo, with the retained Columbia word mark design, throughout the world except in Japan where Columbia Music Entertainment has the rights to the Columbia trademark to this day and continues to use the "Magic Notes" logo. In Japan, CBS/Sony Records was renamed Sony Records and continues to use the "Walking Eye" logo.
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 List of Columbia Records artists




Main article: List of Columbia Records artists[image: External link]


As of October 2012, there were 85 recording artists signed to Columbia Records,[64] making it the largest of the three flagship labels owned by Sony Music (followed by RCA Records[image: External link] with 78 artists and Epic Records[image: External link] with 43 artists).
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 Subsidiaries





	Kemosabe Records[image: External link]

	Small Giant Records
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 Affiliated labels





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 American Recording Company (ARC)




In February 1979 Maurice White[image: External link], founding member of the R&B group Earth, Wind & Fire[image: External link], re-launched the American Recording Company[image: External link] (ARC). In addition to White's Earth, Wind & Fire, the Columbia Records-distributed label artist roster included successful R&B and pop singer Deniece Williams[image: External link], jazz-fusion group Weather Report[image: External link], and R&B trio the Emotions[image: External link]. The label's final release was in 1982.
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 Columbia Label Group (UK)




In January 2006, Sony BMG UK split its front-line operations into two separate labels. RCA Label Group, mainly dealing with Pop and R&B and Columbia Label Group, mainly dealing with Rock, Dance and Alternative music. Mike Smith[image: External link] is the Managing Director of Columbia Label Group, Ian Dutt is Marketing Director and Alison Donald is Director of A&R.
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 Aware Records




In 1997, Columbia made an affiliation with unsigned artist promotion label Aware Records[image: External link] to distribute Aware's artists' music. Through this venture, Columbia has had success finding highly successful artists. In 2002, Columbia and Aware accepted the option to continue this relationship.
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 Columbia Nashville




In 2007, Columbia formed Columbia Nashville and is part of Sony Music Nashville[image: External link]. This gave Columbia Nashville complete autonomy and managerial separation from Columbia in New York City. Columbia had given its country music department semi-autonomy for many years and through the 1950s, had a 20000 series catalog for country music singles while the rest of Columbia's output of singles had a 30000 then 40000 series catalog number.
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 Recording studios





	
Woolworth Building[image: External link] Studio



In 1913, Columbia moved into the Woolworth Building[image: External link] in New York City[65] and housed its first recording studio there. In 1917, Columbia used this studio to make one of the earliest jazz records, by the Original Dixieland Jass Band[image: External link].[66][67]


	Columbia 30th Street Studio[image: External link]



In New York City, Columbia Records had some of the most highly regarded sound recording studios, including the Columbia 30th Street Studio[image: External link] at 207 East 30th Street ("Studio C" and "Studio D"), the CBS Studio Building[image: External link] at 49 East 52nd Street ("Studio B" on the second floor and "Studio E" on the sixth floor), and one of their earliest recording studios, "Studio A" at 799 - 7th Avenue near 52nd Street.[68]

The Columbia 30th Street Studio at 207 East 30th Streets (nicknamed "The Church") was considered by some in the music industry to be the best-sounding room of its time, and many consider it to have been the greatest recording studio in history.[68] The 1875 building, located in Manhattan's Murray Hill district, had been originally constructed as a Christian church. It was used by several denominations over the next seventy years, then briefly became a radio studio in the late 1940s before being leased by CBS in 1952 and converted into a state-of-the-art recording studio. The 30th Street Studio had unique sonic characteristics, thanks to its soaring one-hundred-foot vaulted ceiling, exposed timber beams, plaster walls and unvarnished wooden floor. When Columbia took over the property, then head of A&R Mitch Miller[image: External link] (a musician himself) immediately recognised its singular acoustic properties and declared that the hall was to be left "untouched by human hands". He posted detailed standing orders to all staff to control the maintenance and cleaning of the space, even down to the changing of light bulbs, ordering that the curtains and other fittings were never to be touched, that no painting was allowed, and especially that the wooden floor could only be swept or vacuumed, and was never under any circumstances to be mopped with water, for fear that this might alter the room's distinctive resonant and reflective properties.[69] Unfortunately, CBS never took up the option to buy the building and it gave up its lease and closed the studio in 1982. Tragically, in spite of the building's inherent heritage status and its vast cultural significance, it was sold to developers in 1985, demolished, and replaced by a nondescript high-rise apartment complex.


	Liederkranz Hall Studio



Columbia also recorded in the highly respected Liederkranz Hall, at 111 East 58th Street between Park and Lexington Avenues, in New York City, a building built by and formerly belonging to a German cultural and musical society, The Liederkranz Society[image: External link], and used as a recording studio ( Victor[image: External link] also used this hall as a recording studio in the late 1920s).[68][70][71][72] The producer Morty Palitz had been instrumental in convincing Columbia Records to begin to use the Liederkranz Hall studio for recording music, additionally convincing the conductor Andre Kostelanetz[image: External link] to make some of the first recordings in Liederkranz Hall which until then had only been used for CBS Symphony[image: External link] radio shows.[73] In the late 1940s, the large Liederkranz Hall space was physically rearranged to make room for television studios.[68][74]
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 Executives





	
Rob Stringer[image: External link]—Chairman

	
Joel Klaiman[image: External link]—Executive vice president and general manager
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 See also





	RCA Records[image: External link]

	Epic Records[image: External link]

	Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link]

	Sony BMG[image: External link]

	
Alex Steinweiss[image: External link], the label's Art Director from 1938 to 1943, inventor of the illustrated album cover and the LP sleeve

	
Jim Flora[image: External link], successor to Alex Steinweiss and legendary illustrator for the label during the 1940s

	List of record labels[image: External link]
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Myspace






Myspace is a social networking website[image: External link] offering an interactive, user-submitted network of friends, personal profiles, blogs, groups, photos, music, and videos. It is headquartered in Beverly Hills, California[image: External link].[5][6]

Myspace was acquired by News Corporation[image: External link] in July 2005 for $580 million.[7] From 2005 to 2008, Myspace was the largest social networking site in the world, and in June 2006 surpassed Google[image: External link] as the most visited website in the United States.[8][9] In April 2008, Myspace was overtaken by Facebook[image: External link] in the number of unique worldwide visitors, and was surpassed in the number of unique U.S. visitors in May 2009,[10] though Myspace generated $800 million in revenue during the 2008 fiscal year.[11] Since then, the number of Myspace users has declined steadily in spite of several redesigns.[12] As of March 2017, Myspace was ranked 3,178 by total Web traffic, and 1,650 In the United States.[4]

Myspace had a significant influence on pop culture and music[13] and created a gaming platform that launched the successes of Zynga[image: External link] and RockYou[image: External link], among others.[14] Despite an overall decline, in 2015 Myspace still had 50.6 million unique monthly visitors and has a pool of nearly 1 billion active and inactive registered users.[15]

In June 2009, Myspace employed approximately 1,600 employees.[3][16] In June 2011, Specific Media Group and Justin Timberlake jointly purchased the company for approximately $35 million.[17] On February 11, 2016 it was announced that Myspace and its parent company had been bought by Time Inc.[image: External link][18]
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 History
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 2003–2005: Beginnings




In August 2003, several eUniverse[image: External link] employees with Friendster[image: External link] accounts saw potential in its social networking features. The group decided to mimic the more popular features of the website. Within 10 days, the first version of Myspace was ready for launch, implemented using ColdFusion[image: External link].[12][19] A complete infrastructure of finance, human resources, technical expertise, bandwidth[image: External link], and server capacity was available for the site. The project was overseen by Brad Greenspan[image: External link] (eUniverse's Founder, Chairman, CEO), who managed Chris DeWolfe[image: External link] (MySpace's starting CEO), Josh Berman, Tom Anderson[image: External link] (MySpace's starting president), and a team of programmers and resources provided by eUniverse.

The first Myspace users were eUniverse employees. The company held contests to see who could sign up the most users.[20] eUniverse used its 20 million users and e-mail subscribers to breathe life into Myspace,[21] and move it to the head of the pack of social networking websites. A key architect was tech expert Toan Nguyen who helped stabilize the Myspace platform when Brad Greenspan asked him to join the team.[22] Co-founder and CTO Aber Whitcomb[image: External link] played an integral role in software architecture, utilizing the then superior development speed of ColdFusion over other dynamic database driven server-side languages of the time. Despite over ten times the number of developers, Friendster[image: External link], which was developed in JavaServer Pages[image: External link] (jsp), could not keep up with the speed of development of Myspace and cfm.

The MySpace.com domain was originally owned by YourZ.com, Inc., intended until 2002 for use as an online data storage and sharing site. By 2004, it was transitioned from a file storage service to a social networking site. A friend, who also worked in the data storage business, reminded Chris DeWolfe that he had earlier bought the domain MySpace.com.[23] DeWolfe suggested they charge a fee for the basic Myspace service.[24] Brad Greenspan nixed the idea, believing that keeping Myspace free was necessary to make it a successful community.[25]
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 2005–2008: Rise and purchase by News Corp.




Myspace quickly gained popularity among teenage and young adult social groups. In February 2005, DeWolfe held talks with Mark Zuckerberg[image: External link] over acquiring Facebook[image: External link] but DeWolfe rejected Zuckerberg's $75 million asking price.[26]

Some employees of Myspace, including DeWolfe and Berman, were able to purchase equity[image: External link] in the property before MySpace and its parent company eUniverse (now renamed Intermix Media[image: External link]) was bought. In July 2005, in one of the company's first major Internet[image: External link] purchases, Rupert Murdoch[image: External link]'s News Corporation[image: External link] (the parent company of Fox Broadcasting[image: External link] and other media enterprises) purchased Myspace for US$580 million.[19][27] News Corporation had beat out Viacom[image: External link] by offering a higher price for the website,[28] and the purchase was seen as a good investment at the time.[28] Of the $580 million purchase price, approximately $327 million has been attributed to the value of Myspace according to the financial adviser fairness opinion[image: External link].[29] Within a year, Myspace had tripled in value from its purchase price.[28] News Corporation saw the purchase as a way to capitalize on Internet advertising, and drive traffic to other News Corporation properties.[27]

After losing the bidding war for Myspace, Viacom chairman Sumner Redstone[image: External link] stunned the entertainment industry in September 2006 when he fired Tom Freston[image: External link] from the position of CEO. Redstone believed that the failure to acquire MySpace contributed to the 20% drop in Viacom's stock price in 2006 up to the date of Freston's ouster. Freston's successor as CEO, Philippe Dauman, was quoted as saying "never, ever let another competitor beat us to the trophy". Redstone told interviewer Charlie Rose[image: External link] that losing MySpace had been "humiliating", adding, "MySpace was sitting there for the taking for $500 million" (Myspace was sold in 2012 by News Corp for $35 million.)[30]

In January 2006, Fox announced plans to launch a UK version of Myspace in a bid to "tap into the UK music scene", which they did.[31] They released a version in China and launched similar versions in other countries.

The 100 millionth account was created on August 9, 2006, in the Netherlands.[32]

On November 1, 2007, Myspace and Bebo[image: External link] joined the Google[image: External link]-led OpenSocial alliance[image: External link], which already included Friendster, Hi5[image: External link], LinkedIn[image: External link], Plaxo[image: External link], Ning[image: External link] and Six Apart[image: External link]. OpenSocial[image: External link] was to promote a common set of standards for software developers to write programs for social networks. Facebook remained independent. Google had been unsuccessful in building its own social networking site Orkut[image: External link] in the U.S. market and was using the alliance to present a counterweight to Facebook.[33][34][35][36]

By late 2007 and into 2008, Myspace was considered the leading social networking site, and consistently beat out main competitor Facebook in traffic. Initially, the emergence of Facebook did little to diminish Myspace's popularity; at the time, Facebook was targeted only at college students. At its peak, when News Corp attempted to merge it with Yahoo![image: External link] in 2007, Myspace was valued at $12 billion.[37][38]
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 2008–2012: Decline and sale by News Corp.




On April 19, 2008, Facebook overtook Myspace in the Alexa[image: External link] rankings.[39][40] Since then, Myspace has seen a continuing loss of membership, and there are several suggestions for its demise, including the fact that it stuck to a "portal strategy" of building an audience around entertainment and music, whereas Facebook and Twitter continually added new features to improve the social-networking experience.[41][42]

Marvin L. Gittelman suggested that the $900 million three-year advertisement deal with Google, while being a short-term cash windfall, was a handicap in the long run. That deal required Myspace to place even more ads on its already heavily advertised space, which made the site slow, more difficult to use, and less flexible. Myspace could not experiment with its own site without forfeiting revenue, while rival Facebook was rolling out a new clean site design.[43][44] MySpace CEO Chris DeWolfe reported that he had to push back against Fox Interactive Media's sales team who monetized the site without regard to user experience.[12]

While Facebook focused on creating a platform that allowed outside developers to build new applications, Myspace built everything in-house. Shawn Gold, Myspace's former head of marketing and content, said "Myspace went too wide and not deep enough in its product development. We went with a lot of products that were shallow and not the best products in the world". The products division had introduced many features (communication tools such as instant messaging, a classifieds program, a video player, a music player, a virtual karaoke machine, a self-serve advertising platform, profile-editing tools, security systems, privacy filters, and Myspace book lists, among others). However, the features were often buggy and slow as there was insufficient testing, measuring, and iterating.[12]

Danah Boyd[image: External link], a senior researcher at Microsoft Research[image: External link], noted of social networking websites that Myspace and others were a very peculiar business—one in which companies might serially rise, fall, and disappear, as "Influential peers pull others in on the climb up—and signal to flee when it's time to get out". The volatility of social networks was exemplified in 2006 when Connecticut Attorney General Richard Blumenthal[image: External link] launched an investigation into children's exposure to pornography on Myspace; the resulting media frenzy and Myspace's inability to build an effective spam filter gave the site a reputation as a "vortex of perversion". Around that time, specialized social media companies such as Twitter formed and began targeting Myspace users, while Facebook rolled out communication tools which were seen as safe in comparison to Myspace. Boyd compared the shift of white, middle-class kids from the "seedy" Myspace to the "supposedly safer haven" of Facebook, to the "white flight[image: External link]" from American cities; the perception of Myspace eventually drove advertisers away as well.[12] In addition, Myspace had particular problems with vandalism, phishing, malware and spam which it failed to curtail, making the site seem inhospitable.[45]

These have been cited as factors why users, who as teenagers were Myspace's strongest audience in 2006 and 2016,[46][47] had been migrating to Facebook. Facebook, which started strong with the 18-to-24 group (mostly college students),[48] has been much more successful than Myspace at attracting elderly men.[49][50][51]

Chairman and CEO Rupert Murdoch[image: External link] was said to be frustrated that Myspace never met expectations, as a distribution outlet for Fox studio content, and missing the US$1 billion mark in total revenues.[52] That resulted in DeWolfe and Anderson gradually losing their status within Murdoch's inner circle of executives, plus DeWolfe's mentor Peter Chernin[image: External link], the President and COO of News Corp. who was based in Los Angeles, departed the company. Former AOL executive Jonathan Miller, who joined News Corp in charge of the digital media business, was in the job for three weeks when he shuffled Myspace's executive team in April 2009. Myspace President Tom Anderson stepped down while Chris DeWolfe was replaced as Myspace CEO by former Facebook COO Owen Van Natta[image: External link].[53][54] A News Corp. meeting in March 2009 over the direction of Myspace was reportedly the catalyst for that management shakeup, with the Google search deal about to expire, the departure of key personnel (Myspace's COO, SVP of engineering, and SVP of strategy) to form a startup. Furthermore, the opening of extravagant new offices around the world was questioned, as rival Facebook did not have similarly expensive expansion plans yet it still attracted international users at a rapid rate.[12] The changes to Myspace's executive ranks was followed in June 2009 by a layoff of 37.5% of its workforce (including 30% of its U.S. employees), reducing employees from 1,600 to 1,000.[12]

In 2009, around the time that Myspace underwent layoffs and a management shakeup, the site "relied on drastic redesigns as Hail Mary passes[image: External link] to get users back". However this may have backfired for Myspace, as it is noted that users generally disliked interface tweaks on rival Facebook (which avoided major site redesigns).[46][55]

Myspace has attempted to redefine itself as a social entertainment website, with more of a focus on music, movies, celebrities, and TV, instead of a social networking website. Myspace also developed a linkup with Facebook that would allow musicians and bands to manage their Facebook profiles. CEO Mike Jones was quoted as saying that Myspace now is a "complementary offer" to Facebook Inc., which is "not a rival anymore".[38]

In March 2011, market research figures released by comScore[image: External link] suggested that Myspace had lost 10 million users between January and February 2011, and that it had fallen from 95 million to 63 million unique users during the previous twelve months.[56] Myspace registered its sharpest audience declines in the month of February 2011, as traffic fell 44% from a year earlier to 37.7 million unique U.S. visitors. Advertisers have been reported as unwilling to commit to long term deals with the site.[57]

In late February 2011, News Corp officially put the site up for sale, which was estimated to be worth $50–200 million.[58] Losses from last quarter of 2010 were $156 million, over double of the previous year, which dragged down the otherwise strong results of parent News Corp.[3][59] The deadline for bids, May 31, 2011, passed without any above the reserve price of $100 million being submitted[60] It has been said that the rapid deterioration in Myspace's business during the most recent quarter deterred many potential suitors.[3]

On June 29, 2011, Myspace announced to label partners and press via email that it had been acquired by Specific Media for an undisclosed sum, rumoured to be a figure as low as $35m.[61][62] CNN reported that Myspace sold for $35 million, and noted that it was "far less than the $580 million News Corp. paid for Myspace in 2005".[63] Rupert Murdoch went on to call the Myspace purchase a "huge mistake".[64] Time Magazine compared News Corporation's purchase of Myspace to Time Warner[image: External link]'s purchase of AOL[image: External link] – a conglomerate trying to stay ahead of the competition.[28] Many former executives have gone onto further success after departing Myspace.[65]
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 2016–present: Time Inc. ownership




On February 11, 2016 it was announced that MySpace and its parent company had been bought by Time Inc.[image: External link][18]

In May 2016, the data for almost 360 million MySpace accounts was offered on the "Real Deal" dark market website. The leaked data included email addresses, usernames and weakly encrypted passwords ( SHA1[image: External link] hashes of the first 10 characters of the password converted to lowercase and stored without a cryptographic salt[image: External link][66]).[67] The exact data breach[image: External link] date is unknown, but analysis of the data suggests it was exposed eight years before being made public, in approximately 2008.[68]
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 Features




Since YouTube's founding in 2005, Myspace users have had the ability to embed YouTube videos in their Myspace profiles. Realizing the competitive threat to the new Myspace Videos service, Myspace banned embedded YouTube videos from its user profiles. Myspace users widely protested the ban, prompting Myspace to lift the ban shortly thereafter.[69]

There were a variety of environments in which users could access Myspace content on their mobile phone. American mobile phone provider Helio[image: External link] released a series of mobile phones in early 2006 that could utilize a service known as Myspace Mobile to access and edit one's profile and communicate with, and view the profiles of other members.[70] Additionally, UIEvolution and Myspace developed a mobile version of Myspace for a wider range of carriers, including AT&T[image: External link], Vodafone[image: External link][71] and Rogers Wireless[image: External link].[72]

Full service classifieds listing offered beginning in August 2006. It has grown by 33 percent in one year since inception. Myspace Classifieds was launched right at the same time the site appeared on the internet.[73]

MySpace uses an implementation of Telligent Community[image: External link] for its forum system.[74]
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 Music




In late 2003, Fin Leavell[image: External link] encoded his personal music into a Myspace profile, becoming the first Myspace musician.[75]

Shortly after Myspace was sold to Rupert Murdoch[image: External link], the owner of Fox News and 20th Century Fox, in 2005, they launched their own record label, MySpace Records[image: External link], in an effort to discover unknown talent on Myspace Music.[23] Regardless of the artist already being famous or still looking for a break into the industry, artists can upload their songs onto Myspace and have access to millions of people on a daily basis. Some well known singers such as Lily Allen, Owl City[image: External link], Hollywood Undead[image: External link], Sean Kingston[image: External link], Arctic Monkeys[image: External link], Ice Nine Kills[image: External link], and Drop Dead, Gorgeous[image: External link] gained fame through Myspace. The availability of music on this website continues to develop, largely driven by young talent. Over eight million artists have been discovered by Myspace and many more continue to be discovered daily.[76] In late 2007, the site launched The MySpace Transmissions[image: External link], a series of live-in-studio recordings by well-known artists.
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 Redesigns
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On March 10, 2010, Myspace added some new features, like a recommendation engine for new users which suggests games, music and videos based on their previous search habits. The security on Myspace was also accounted to, with the criticism of Facebook[image: External link], to make it a safer site. The security of Myspace enables users to choose if the content could be viewed for Friends Only, 18 and older, or Everyone. The website will also release several mobile micro applications for Myspace gamers besides sending them games alerts. The site may release 20 to 30 micro apps and go mobile in 2011.[77]

In October 2010, Myspace introduced a beta version of a new site design on a limited scale, with plans to switch all interested users to the new site in late November. Chief executive Mike Jones said the site is no longer competing with Facebook as a general social networking site. Instead, Myspace would be music-oriented and would target younger people. Jones believed most younger users would continue to use the site after the redesign, though older users might not. The goal of the redesign is to increase the number of Myspace users and how long they spend there. On October 26, BTIG analyst Richard Greenfield said, "Most investors have written off MySpace now", and he was unsure whether the changes would help the company recover.[78]

In November 2010, Myspace changed its logo to coincide with the new site design. The word "my" appears in the Helvetica[image: External link] font, followed by a symbol representing a space. The logo change was announced on October 8, 2010 and appeared on the site on November 11, 2010.[79] Also that month, MySpace integrated with Facebook Connect[image: External link] – calling it "Mash Up with Facebook" in an announcement widely seen as the final act of acknowledging Facebook's domination of the social networking industry.[80]

In January 2011, it was announced that the Myspace staff would be reduced by 47%.[81] Despite the new design, user adoption continued to decrease.[82]

In September 2012, a new redesign was announced (but no date given) making Myspace more visual and apparently optimized for tablets.[83]

By April 2013 (presumably before), users were able to transfer over to the new Myspace redesign.
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 Corporate information
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 International versions




Since early 2006, Myspace has offered the option to access the service in different regional versions. The alternative regional versions present automated content according to locality (e.g., UK users see other UK users as "Cool New People", and UK-oriented events and adverts, etc.), offer local languages other than English, or accommodate the regional differences in spelling and conventions in the English-speaking world (e.g., United States: "favorites", mm/dd/yyyy; the rest of the world: "favourites", dd/mm/yyyy).
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 MySpace Developer Platform (MDP)




On February 5, 2008, Myspace set up a developer platform which allows developers to share their ideas and write their own Myspace applications. The opening was inaugurated with a workshop at the MySpace offices in San Francisco two weeks before the official launch. The MDP is based on the OpenSocial[image: External link] API which was presented by Google[image: External link] in November 2007 to support social networks to develop social and interacting widgets and can be seen as an answer to Facebook's developer platform. The first public beta of the Myspace Apps was released on March 5, 2008, with around 1,000 applications available.[84][85]
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 Myspace server infrastructure




At QCon London 2008,[86] Myspace Chief Systems Architect Dan Farino indicated that Myspace was sending 100 gigabits of data per second out to the Internet, of which 10 gigabits was HTML[image: External link] content and the remainder was media such as videos and pictures. The server infrastructure consists of over 4,500 web servers (running Windows Server 2003[image: External link], IIS[image: External link] 6.0, ASP.NET[image: External link] and .NET Framework[image: External link] 3.5), over 1,200 cache servers (running 64-bit Windows Server 2003), and over 500 database servers (running 64-bit Windows Server 2003 and SQL Server 2005) as well as a custom distributed file system which runs on Gentoo Linux[image: External link].

As of 2009, Myspace has started migrating from HDD[image: External link] to SSD[image: External link] technology in some of their servers, resulting in space and power usage savings.[87]
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 Revenue model




Myspace operates solely on revenues generated by advertising as its revenue model possesses no user-paid features.[88] Through its Web site and affiliated ad networks, Myspace collects data about its users and utilizes behavioral targeting[image: External link] to select the ads each visitor sees.[89]

On August 8, 2006, search engine Google[image: External link] signed a $900 million deal to provide a Google search facility and advertising on Myspace.[90][91][92]
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 Third-party content




Companies such as Slide.com[image: External link], RockYou[image: External link], and YouTube were all launched on Myspace as widgets providing additional functionality to the site. Other sites created layouts to personalize the site and made hundreds of thousands of dollars for its owners most of whom were in their late teens and early twenties.[93][94]

In November 2008, Myspace announced that user-uploaded content that infringed on copyrights held by MTV and its subsidiary networks would be redistributed with advertisements that would generate revenue for the companies.[95]
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 Acquisition of Imeem




On November 18, 2009, Imeem[image: External link] was acquired by Myspace Music for an undisclosed amount. After the acquisition was completed on December 8, 2009, it was confirmed that Myspace Music bought Imeem for less than $1 million in cash.[96] Myspace has also stated that they will be transitioning Imeem's users, and migrating all their play lists over to Myspace Music. On January 15, 2010, Myspace began restoring Imeem playlists.[97]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Mobile application




Along with its website redesign, Myspace also completely redesigned their mobile application. The redesigned app in the Apple App Store was released in early June 2013. The program features a tool for users to create and edit gif[image: External link] images and post them to their Myspace stream. The app also allows users to stream available "live streams" of concerts. New users are able to join Myspace from the app by signing in with Facebook[image: External link] or Twitter[image: External link] or by signing up with email.
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 Availability






	Location
	Size
	Available
	Price
	Version
	Device requirement
	Last update



	App Store[image: External link]
	15.6 MB[image: External link]
	No
	Free[image: External link]
	3.6.2
	iOS 6.1 or greater[image: External link]
	February 8, 2014



	Google Play[image: External link]
	16 MB[image: External link]
	No
	Free[image: External link]
	3.1.0
	Android 4.1 or greater[image: External link]
	April 17, 2015




The Myspace mobile app is not available in the Google Play store, and is no longer available in the Apple[image: External link] App Store[image: External link]. The mobile web app can be accessed by visiting Myspace.com from a mobile device.
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 Filters




The Myspace app offers ten filters that can be added when the user has just taken a photo or just created a GIF[image: External link].



	Revival

	Moto

	Auteur

	Flint

	Ciné

	Havana

	Reservoir

	Lagos 77

	Rye

	Dillon
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 Radio




The app allows users to play Myspace radio channels from the device. Users can select from genre stations, featured stations, and user or artist stations. A user can build their own station by connecting and listening to songs on Myspace's desktop website. The user is given six skips per station.
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 See also




Main category: Myspace[image: External link]



	
Christou v. Beatport, LLC[image: External link], a district court case which constituted that MySpace profiles could be held as trade secrets

	Criticism of Myspace[image: External link]

	
Doe v. MySpace[image: External link], a ruling that MySpace was immune from liability resulting from a sexual assault of a minor.

	gOS 2.9 "Space" – Linux[image: External link] distribution geared toward Myspace users, see gOS (operating system)[image: External link]


	List of Internet phenomena[image: External link]

	List of social networking websites[image: External link]

	List of virtual communities with more than 100 million active users[image: External link]

	MyDeathSpace.com[image: External link]

	Myspace IM[image: External link]

	The MySpace Movie[image: External link]

	Myspace Records[image: External link]

	Social software[image: External link]

	SodaHead.com[image: External link]

	Web 2.0 Suicide Machine[image: External link]



•Vine (service)[image: External link]
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Brit Awards






The Brit Awards (sometimes stylised as the BRIT Awards; often simply called the Brits) are the British Phonographic Industry's annual pop music awards. The name was originally a shortened form of "British", "Britain" or "Britannia" (in the early days the awards were sponsored by Britannia Music Club[image: External link]), but subsequently became a backronym[image: External link] for British Record Industry Trusts Show.[1] In addition, an equivalent awards ceremony for classical music, called the Classic Brit Awards[image: External link], is held each May. Robbie Williams[image: External link] holds the record for the most Brit Awards, 13 as a solo artist and another five as part of Take That.

The awards originated as an annual event in 1982 under the auspices[image: External link] of the British record industry's trade association, the BPI. In 1989 they were renamed the Brit Awards.[2] MasterCard[image: External link] has been the long-term sponsor of the event.[3] The highest profile music awards ceremony in the UK, the Brit Awards have featured some of the most notable events in British popular culture[image: External link], such as the final public appearance of Freddie Mercury[image: External link], the Jarvis Cocker[image: External link] protest against Michael Jackson, and the Union Jack dress[image: External link] worn by Geri Halliwell of the Spice Girls.

The Brit Awards were broadcast live until 1989, when Samantha Fox[image: External link] and Mick Fleetwood[image: External link] hosted a widely criticised show in which little went as rehearsed.[4] In subsequent years, the event was recorded and broadcast the following night. From 2007, the Brit Awards reverted to a live broadcast on British television, on 14 February on ITV[image: External link].[4] In that year, comedian Russell Brand[image: External link] was presenter and three awards were dropped from the ceremony: Best British Rock Act, Best British Urban Act and Best Pop Act.[4] On 18 February 2009, the venue for the BRITs was once again the Earls Court[image: External link], London. The Brit Awards were held at The O2[image: External link] in London for the first time in 2011.[5]

The Brit Award statuette given to the winners features Britannia[image: External link], the female personification of Britain. The statuette is regularly redesigned by some of the best known British designers, stylists and artists, including Vivienne Westwood[image: External link], Damien Hirst[image: External link], Tracey Emin[image: External link], Sir Peter Blake[image: External link] and the late Zaha Hadid[image: External link].[6][7]
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 Ceremonies




The first awards ceremony was in 1977, as "The BRITish Record Industry BRITannia Awards", to mark the Queen[image: External link]'s Silver Jubilee[image: External link] and was televised by Thames Television[image: External link]. There have been 36 editions to date.[8] The 2016 Brit Awards was held on 24 February 2016.

The 1988 BPI Awards was the first of the ceremonies to be broadcast on live television[image: External link]. The BBC had previously broadcast the ceremony from 1985, with the shows from 1982 to 1984 not broadcast on television. The BBC continued to broadcast the renamed BRIT Awards, live in 1989 and pre-recorded from 1990 to 1992. ITV[image: External link] have broadcast the awards since 1993, pre-recorded until 2006 and live from 2007 onwards.[4] BBC Radio 1[image: External link] has provided backstage radio coverage since 2008.
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 Table summary






	No.
	Ceremony
	Date
	Broadcaster(s)
	Multiple wins
	British Album of the Year winner
	British Single of the Year winner(s)
	Outstanding Contribution to Music/BRITs Icon winner(s)
	Host(s)
	Venue



	1[9]
	1977 BPI Awards
	18 October 1977
	Thames Television[image: External link][10]

(ITV)
	The Beatles

(3 awards)
	The Beatles – Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band
	Queen[image: External link] – "Bohemian Rhapsody[image: External link]" & Procol Harum[image: External link] – "A Whiter Shade of Pale[image: External link]"
	L.G. Wood & The Beatles
	Michael Aspel[image: External link]
	Wembley Conference Centre[image: External link], London



	2
	1982 BPI Awards
	4 February 1982
	N/A
	No clear winner
	Kings of the Wild Frontier[image: External link] – Adam & the Ants[image: External link]
	"Tainted Love[image: External link]" – Soft Cell[image: External link]
	John Lennon
	David Jacobs[image: External link]
	Grosvenor House Hotel[image: External link], London



	3
	1983 BPI Awards
	8 February 1983
	Paul McCartney[image: External link]

(2 awards)
	N/A
	"Come on Eileen[image: External link]" – Dexys Midnight Runners
	Pete Townshend[image: External link] & The Beatles
	Tim Rice



	4
	1984 BPI Awards
	21 February 1984
	Culture Club & Michael Jackson

(2 awards)
	Culture Club – "Karma Chameleon"
	George Martin[image: External link]



	5
	1985 BPI Awards
	11 February 1985
	BBC
	Prince[image: External link]

(2 awards)
	Diamond Life[image: External link] – Sade
	Frankie Goes to Hollywood[image: External link] – " Relax[image: External link]"
	The Police
	Noel Edmonds[image: External link]



	6
	1986 BPI Awards
	10 February 1986
	Eurythmics[image: External link]

(2 awards)
	No Jacket Required – Phil Collins
	Tears for Fears[image: External link] – "Everybody Wants to Rule the World[image: External link]"
	Elton John & Wham![image: External link]



	7
	1987 BPI Awards
	9 February 1987
	Peter Gabriel[image: External link] (2 awards)
	Brothers in Arms[image: External link] – Dire Straits[image: External link]
	Pet Shop Boys[image: External link] – "West End Girls[image: External link]"
	Eric Clapton
	Jonathan King[image: External link]



	8
	1988 BPI Awards
	8 February 1988
	No clear winner
	...Nothing Like the Sun[image: External link] – Sting
	Rick Astley – "Never Gonna Give You Up"
	The Who[image: External link]
	Noel Edmonds
	Royal Albert Hall[image: External link], London



	9
	1989 Brit Awards
	13 February 1989
	Fairground Attraction[image: External link], Michael Jackson, Phil Collins & Tracy Chapman

(2 awards)
	The First of a Million Kisses[image: External link] – Fairground Attraction[image: External link]
	Fairground Attraction[image: External link] – " Perfect[image: External link]"
	Cliff Richard[image: External link]
	Samantha Fox[image: External link] & Mick Fleetwood[image: External link]



	10
	1990 Brit Awards[image: External link]
	18 February 1990
	Fine Young Cannibals[image: External link], Neneh Cherry[image: External link] & Phil Collins

(2 awards)
	The Raw and the Cooked[image: External link] – Fine Young Cannibals[image: External link]
	Phil Collins – "Another Day in Paradise[image: External link]"
	Queen[image: External link]
	Cathy McGowan[image: External link]
	Dominion Theatre[image: External link], London



	11
	1991 Brit Awards[image: External link]
	10 February 1991
	No clear winner
	Listen Without Prejudice Vol. 1[image: External link] – George Michael
	Depeche Mode[image: External link] – "Enjoy the Silence[image: External link]"
	Status Quo[image: External link]
	Simon Bates[image: External link]



	12
	1992 Brit Awards[image: External link]
	12 February 1992
	Seal[image: External link]

(3 awards)
	Seal[image: External link] – Seal[image: External link]
	Queen[image: External link] – "These Are the Days of Our Lives[image: External link]"
	Freddie Mercury[image: External link]
	Odeon Hammersmith[image: External link], London



	13
	1993 Brit Awards[image: External link]
	16 February 1993
	ITV[image: External link]
	Annie Lennox & Simply Red[image: External link] (2 awards)
	Diva[image: External link] – Annie Lennox
	Take That – "Could It Be Magic[image: External link]"
	Rod Stewart[image: External link]
	Richard O'Brien[image: External link]
	Alexandra Palace[image: External link], London



	14
	1994 Brit Awards[image: External link]
	14 February 1994
	Björk[image: External link], Stereo MC's[image: External link] and Take That

(2 awards)
	Connected[image: External link] – Stereo MC's[image: External link]
	Take That – " Pray[image: External link]"
	Van Morrison[image: External link]
	Elton John & RuPaul[image: External link]



	15
	1995 Brit Awards[image: External link]
	20 February 1995
	Blur[image: External link]

(4 awards)
	Parklife[image: External link] – Blur[image: External link]
	Blur[image: External link] – " Parklife[image: External link]"
	Elton John
	Chris Evans[image: External link]



	16
	1996 Brit Awards[image: External link]
	19 February 1996
	Oasis[image: External link]

(3 awards)
	(What's the Story) Morning Glory?[image: External link] – Oasis[image: External link]
	Take That – "Back for Good[image: External link]"
	David Bowie
	Earls Court[image: External link], London



	17
	1997 Brit Awards[image: External link]
	24 February 1997
	Manic Street Preachers[image: External link] & Spice Girls

(2 awards)
	Everything Must Go[image: External link] – Manic Street Preachers[image: External link]
	Spice Girls – " Wannabe[image: External link]"
	Bee Gees
	Ben Elton[image: External link]



	18
	1998 Brit Awards[image: External link]
	9 February 1998
	The Verve[image: External link]

(3 awards)
	Urban Hymns[image: External link] – The Verve[image: External link]
	All Saints[image: External link] – "Never Ever[image: External link]"
	Fleetwood Mac
	London Arena[image: External link], London



	19
	1999 Brit Awards[image: External link]
	16 February 1999
	Robbie Williams[image: External link]

(3 awards)
	This Is My Truth Tell Me Yours[image: External link] – Manic Street Preachers[image: External link]
	Robbie Williams[image: External link] – " Angels[image: External link]"
	Eurythmics[image: External link]
	Johnny Vaughan[image: External link]



	20
	2000 Brit Awards[image: External link]
	3 March 2000
	Macy Gray[image: External link], Robbie Williams[image: External link] and Travis[image: External link]

(2 awards)
	The Man Who[image: External link] – Travis[image: External link]
	Robbie Williams[image: External link] – "She's the One[image: External link]"
	Spice Girls
	Davina McCall[image: External link]
	Earls Court Two[image: External link], London



	21
	2001 Brit Awards[image: External link]
	26 February 2001
	Robbie Williams[image: External link]

(3 awards)
	Parachutes[image: External link] – Coldplay
	Robbie Williams[image: External link] – "Rock DJ[image: External link]"
	U2
	Ant & Dec[image: External link]



	22
	2002 Brit Awards[image: External link]
	20 February 2002
	Dido & Kylie Minogue[image: External link]

(2 awards)
	No Angel[image: External link] – Dido
	S Club 7[image: External link] – "Don't Stop Movin'[image: External link]"
	Sting[image: External link]
	Frank Skinner[image: External link] & Zoë Ball[image: External link]



	23
	2003 Brit Awards[image: External link]
	20 February 2003
	Coldplay, Eminem & Ms. Dynamite[image: External link]

(2 awards)
	A Rush of Blood to the Head[image: External link] – Coldplay
	Liberty X[image: External link] – "Just a Little[image: External link]"
	Tom Jones
	Davina McCall



	24
	2004 Brit Awards[image: External link]
	17 February 2004
	The Darkness (3 awards)
	Permission to Land[image: External link] – The Darkness
	Dido – "White Flag[image: External link]"
	Duran Duran
	Cat Deeley[image: External link]



	25
	2005 Brit Awards[image: External link]
	9 February 2005
	Scissor Sisters[image: External link] (3 awards)
	Hopes and Fears[image: External link] – Keane[image: External link]
	Will Young – "Your Game[image: External link]"
	Bob Geldof[image: External link]
	Chris Evans



	26
	2006 Brit Awards[image: External link]
	14 February 2006
	Kaiser Chiefs[image: External link] (3 awards)
	X&Y[image: External link] – Coldplay
	Coldplay – "Speed of Sound[image: External link]"
	Paul Weller[image: External link]
	Earls Court, London



	27
	2007 Brit Awards[image: External link]
	15 February 2007
	Arctic Monkeys[image: External link] & The Killers[image: External link]

(2 awards)
	Whatever People Say I Am, That's What I'm Not[image: External link] – Arctic Monkeys[image: External link]
	Take That – " Patience[image: External link]"
	Oasis[image: External link]
	Russell Brand[image: External link]



	28
	2008 Brit Awards[image: External link]
	9 February 2008
	Arctic Monkeys[image: External link], Foo Fighters[image: External link] & Take That

(2 awards)
	Favourite Worst Nightmare[image: External link] – Arctic Monkeys[image: External link]
	Take That – " Shine[image: External link]"
	Paul McCartney[image: External link]
	The Osbournes[image: External link]



	29
	2009 Brit Awards[image: External link]
	18 February 2009
	Duffy[image: External link]

(3 awards)
	Rockferry[image: External link] – Duffy[image: External link]
	Girls Aloud[image: External link] – "The Promise[image: External link]"
	Pet Shop Boys[image: External link]
	James Corden, Mathew Horne[image: External link] & Kylie Minogue[image: External link]



	30
	2010 Brit Awards[image: External link]
	16 February 2010
	Lady Gaga

(3 awards)
	Lungs[image: External link] – Florence and the Machine[image: External link]
	JLS[image: External link] – "Beat Again[image: External link]"
	Robbie Williams[image: External link]
	Peter Kay[image: External link]



	31
	2011 Brit Awards
	15 February 2011
	Arcade Fire & Tinie Tempah[image: External link] (2 awards)
	Sigh No More[image: External link] – Mumford & Sons[image: External link]
	Tinie Tempah[image: External link] – "Pass Out[image: External link]"
	N/A
	James Corden
	The O2[image: External link], London



	32
	2012 Brit Awards
	21 February 2012
	Adele & Ed Sheeran[image: External link]

(2 awards)
	21 – Adele
	One Direction – "What Makes You Beautiful[image: External link]"
	Blur[image: External link]



	33
	2013 Brit Awards
	20 February 2013
	Ben Howard[image: External link] & Emeli Sandé (2 awards)
	Our Version of Events – Emeli Sandé
	Adele – "Skyfall"
	N/A



	34
	2014 Brit Awards[image: External link]
	19 February 2014
	Arctic Monkeys[image: External link] & One Direction (2 awards)
	AM[image: External link] – Arctic Monkeys[image: External link]
	Rudimental[image: External link] ft. Ella Eyre[image: External link] – "Waiting All Night[image: External link]"
	Elton John[11]



	35
	2015 Brit Awards[image: External link]
	25 February 2015
	Ed Sheeran[image: External link] & Sam Smith

(2 awards)
	X – Ed Sheeran[image: External link]
	Mark Ronson ft. Bruno Mars – "Uptown Funk"
	N/A
	Ant & Dec



	36
	2016 Brit Awards
	24 February 2016
	Adele

(4 awards)
	25 – Adele
	Adele – "Hello"
	David Bowie



	37
	2017 Brit Awards[image: External link]
	22 February 2017
	David Bowie & Rag'n'Bone Man[image: External link]

(2 awards)
	Blackstar — David Bowie
	Little Mix — "Shout Out To My Ex[image: External link]"
	Robbie Williams[image: External link][12]
	Dermot O'Leary[image: External link] & Emma Willis[image: External link]
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 Notable moments
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 Electricians' strike (1987)




In 1987 the BPI Awards ceremony was held in the Great Room at the Grosvenor House Hotel[image: External link]. At the time there was a BBC electricians' strike in effect, and the organisers decided to use a non-TV events production company, called Upfront, to manage the show. Despite the show being picketed, the event was transmitted as intended. For a while the outdoor broadcast scanner was rocked on its wheels by the protesters and they managed to shut off the power to one of the big GE video screen projectors. Upfront was then asked to organise the following year and persuaded the BPI to move the event to a larger venue, starting the trend that continues to this day, albeit at The O2, and with a different production company (MJK Productions).
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 Samantha Fox and Mick Fleetwood (1989)




In 1989, the ceremony was broadcast live and presented by Fleetwood Mac's Mick Fleetwood[image: External link] and singer Samantha Fox[image: External link]. The inexperience of the hosts, an ineffective autocue and little preparation combined to create an unprofessional show that was poorly received. The hosts continually got their lines mixed up, a pre-recorded message from Michael Jackson was never transmitted and several star guests arrived late on-stage or at the wrong time, such as Boy George[image: External link] in place of The Four Tops[image: External link].
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 Freddie Mercury's final public appearance (1990)




The 1990 awards ceremony saw the last public appearance of Queen[image: External link] frontman Freddie Mercury[image: External link].[13] Queen appeared at the ceremony to receive the Brit Award for Outstanding Contribution to Music.[13][14] Mercury (who had been suffering from AIDS since 1987 but had not disclosed it to the public) did not make a speech, as Brian May[image: External link] did the talking on behalf of the other members, but his gaunt appearance was noticeable.[15]
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 The KLF (1992)




In 1992, dance/art band The KLF[image: External link] were awarded Best British Group (shared with Simply Red[image: External link]) and were booked to open the show. In an attempt to hijack the event, the duo collaborated with grindcore metal[image: External link] band Extreme Noise Terror[image: External link] to perform a death metal version of the dance song[image: External link] "3 a.m. Eternal[image: External link]" that prompted conductor Sir Georg Solti[image: External link] to walk out in disgust.[16] The performance ended with Bill Drummond[image: External link] firing blanks from a vintage machine gun over the audience and KLF publicist/announcer Scott Piering[image: External link] stating "Ladies and gentlemen, The KLF have now left the music business", the performance indeed marking the end of the duo's musical career, releasing only several one-off performances and one live performance afterwards. Producers of the show then refused to let a motorcycle courier collect the award on behalf of the band. Later, guests arriving for an after-show party witnessed the band dump a dead sheep outside the venue with the message "I died for you – bon appetit" tied around its waist, whilst their Brit Award was reportedly found buried in a field near Stonehenge[image: External link] in 1993.
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 Michael Jackson and Jarvis Cocker (1996)




In 1996, Michael Jackson was given a special Artist of a Generation award. At the ceremony he accompanied his single "Earth Song[image: External link]" with a stage show, culminating with Jackson as a 'Christ-like figure' surrounded by children. Jarvis Cocker[image: External link], of the band Pulp[image: External link], mounted the stage in what he would later claim as protest at this portion of the performance. Cocker ran across the stage, lifting his shirt and pointing his (clothed) backside in Jackson's direction. Cocker was subsequently questioned by the police on suspicion of causing injury towards three of the children in Jackson's performance, who were now on stage.
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 Oasis and Blur rivalry (1996)




1996 saw the height of a well-documented feud between Oasis[image: External link] and fellow Britpop band Blur[image: External link]. The differing styles of the bands, coupled with their prominence within the Britpop[image: External link] movement, led the British media to seize upon the rivalry between the bands.[17] Both factions played along, with the Gallaghers taunting Blur at the 1996 BRIT Awards by singing a rendition of "Parklife" when they collected their "Best British Band" award (with Liam[image: External link] changing the lyrics to "Shite-life" and Noel[image: External link] changing them to " Marmite[image: External link]").
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 Chumbawamba and John Prescott (1998)




In 1998, Danbert Nobacon[image: External link] of politically active band Chumbawamba[image: External link] threw a bucket of iced water over then-Deputy Prime Minister[image: External link] John Prescott[image: External link]. Despite apologies on behalf of the band from EMI Europe, Chumbawamba were unrepentant saying



	“
	If John Prescott has the nerve to turn up at events like the Brit Awards in a vain attempt to make Labour seem cool and trendy, then he deserves all we can throw at him.
	”
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 Belle and Sebastian (1999)




In 1999, indie band Belle & Sebastian[image: External link] were nominated for Best British Newcomers, despite having released three albums before the 1999 Awards. The award was sponsored by Radio One[image: External link] and voted for online by their listeners. At the time, Steps[image: External link] were arguably Britain's biggest boy/girl pop group and were also nominated. Despite this, the award was won by Belle & Sebastian. On the Saturday after the awards, a story appeared in the press alleging that the group had rigged the vote in their favour, encouraging students from two universities to vote online. However, fans argued that the band had a predominantly large student following, that band member Isobel Campbell had attended one of the universities in question, and in particular, the award ought to be given on artistic merit as opposed to popularity or CD sales.
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 Ronnie Wood and Brandon Block confrontation (2000)




Dance DJ Brandon Block[image: External link] was told by his friends that he had won an award and had been summoned to the stage to collect it. Because of his advanced state of intoxication he believed them and walked on to the stage, eventually ending up next to a bemused Rolling Stones[image: External link] guitarist Ronnie Wood[image: External link] and actress Thora Birch[image: External link], who were about to present the award for Best Soundtrack Album. After Block was removed from the stage by security, Wood aimed an insult in his direction. A series of insults were then traded between the two, both of which were audible through the stage microphone, causing claims that the whole event may have been staged. Wood then threw his drink into Block's face, and the DJ was ejected from the event. Some time after the incident, Block claimed that he had subsequently apologised to Wood for his behaviour, and Wood had merely brushed it off.
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 Geri Halliwell vs. the Spice Girls (2000)




The Spice Girls were set to receive the Outstanding Contribution To Music award at the 2000 Brit Awards. There was much media speculation before and even during the event as to whether or not former Ginger Spice, Geri Halliwell would accept the award with the four remaining members of the group.[18] On the night, however, Halliwell declined to join her former bandmates and instead ensured front page coverage the following day by performing her solo number 1 single "Bag It Up[image: External link]" straddling a pole between a pair of giant inflatable legs.
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 Russell Brand (2007)




Some controversy was caused by the host of the 2007 awards ceremony, comedian Russell Brand[image: External link], who made several quips relating to news stories of the time including Robbie Williams[image: External link] entering rehab[image: External link] for addiction to prescription drugs, the Queen's 'naughty bits' and a fatal friendly fire incident[image: External link] involving a British soldier killed by American armed forces in Iraq. ITV[image: External link] received over 300 complaint calls from viewers.[19] He would again instigate controversy the following year at the 2008 MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link].
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 Vic Reeves and Sharon Osbourne (2008)




After Vic Reeves[image: External link] appeared to forget which award he was presenting, Sharon Osbourne[image: External link] attempted to wrestle the microphone from him, insisted he was drunk and called him a "pissed bastard". She proceeded to make the full announcement herself. The next day it was reported that Reeves was not intoxicated and was hurt by Osbourne's behaviour. The incident has since been ascribed to an autocue malfunction, but Reeves said in his defence that he was trying to read the autocue screen, but he couldn't read it because Osbourne was pushing him out of the way.
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 Adele speech cut short (2012)




Adele won the award for 'British Album of the Year', widely regarded as the most important award. Less than half a minute into her acceptance speech, host James Corden was forced to cut Adele off in order to introduce Blur[image: External link] who were due to perform an eleven-minute set as they had won the 'Outstanding Contribution to Music' award and the ceremony was over-running.[20] Adele was visibly annoyed and proceeded to raise her middle finger[21] and the producers of the show came under fire on Twitter for the decision.[22] Following the incident Adele said "I got cut off during my speech for Best Album and I flung the middle finger. But that finger was to the suits at the BRIT Awards, not to my fans".[23] Adele received an apology from the show's organisers, who stated; "We send our deepest apologies to Adele that her big moment was cut short. We don't want this to undermine her incredible achievement in winning our night's biggest award. It tops off what's been an incredible year for her."[24] Due to the tight schedule, only three of the five songs Blur played were broadcast on ITV[image: External link].
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 David Bowie enters Scottish independence debate (2014)




At 67 years old, the influential musician David Bowie became the oldest recipient to date of the Best British Male solo artist award.[25] Bowie used his acceptance speech, delivered in his absence by Kate Moss[image: External link], to urge Scotland[image: External link] to remain part of the UK in the September 2014 Scottish independence referendum[image: External link]. His speech read: "I'm completely delighted to have a Brit for being the best male – but I am, aren't I Kate? Yes. I think it's a great way to end the day. Thank you very, very much and Scotland stay with us."[26] Bowie's unusual intervention in British politics garnered a significant reaction throughout the UK on social media.[25][27]
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 Notable performances
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 Spice Girls' performance of "Wannabe" and "Who Do You Think You Are" (1997)[28][29]




Ginger Spice, Geri Halliwell, wore a Union Jack dress[image: External link].[30][31] Spicemania was at its height in the UK and the Spice Girls had just cracked the US as well, reaching number 1 with their debut single and album. Halliwell was originally going to wear an all-black dress, but she thought it was too boring so her sister sewed on a Union Jack tea-towel, with a 'peace' sign on the back. The now iconic red, white and blue mini-dress was worn during the Spice Girls' performance of their number one song "Who Do You Think You Are[image: External link]".[32] In 1998 she sold her dress in a charity auction to Hard Rock Cafe in Las Vegas for a record £41,320, giving Halliwell the Guinness World Record for the most expensive piece of pop star clothing ever sold.[33] This performance won the award for "BRITs Hits 30 – Best Live Performance at the BRIT Awards" at the 2010 Brit Awards[image: External link].
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 Geri Halliwell's performance of "Bag It Up" (2000)




Three years following the iconic Spice Girls performance, Halliwell, now a solo artist, performed her new single "Bag It Up[image: External link]" at the 2000 Brit Awards[image: External link]. The performance featured Halliwell emerging, whilst dancing on with a pole, from a pair of large inflatable female legs. As the performance continued, her male backing dancers stripped to their pinks briefs whilst dancing with the Union Jack flag. It is widely believed that Halliwell lip-synced her performance. In addition to all this, the performance is famous for being performed on the same night that the Spice Girls received the award for Outstanding Contribution to Music, which Halliwell declined to accept with her former bandmates.
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 Justin Timberlake and Kylie Minogue (2003)




At the 2003 Brit Awards[image: External link], Timberlake performed a three-part medley which comprised two of his hit singles, "Cry Me a River[image: External link]" and "Like I Love You[image: External link]", and a cover of Blondie[image: External link]'s " Rapture[image: External link]". In addition to Timberlake beat-boxing during the interlude between "Cry Me a River" and "Like I Love You", the performance is most famous for a photo published by the Tabloids the following day which showed Timberlake pinching Minogue's bum. Minogue's appearance was a surprise guest for Timberlake's performance and this performance is regarded one of the best at the BRITs.
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 Girls Aloud's performance of "The Promise" (2009)




British reality group, Girls Aloud[image: External link], marked their first ever performance at the 2009 ceremony, by performing their single "The Promise[image: External link]". The performance saw the members, including Cheryl Cole[image: External link], Nadine Coyle, Nicola Roberts[image: External link], Sarah Harding and Kimberley Walsh appear as though they were naked, with their modesty being covered by pink feathers. This performance was nominated in the 2010 ceremony for the "BRITs Hits 30 – Best Live Performance at the BRIT Awards", alongside Oasis[image: External link] and The Who[image: External link], which the Spice Girls eventually went on to win.[34]
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 Cheryl Cole's performance of "Fight for This Love" (2010)




Cheryl Cole[image: External link] performed her debut single "Fight for This Love[image: External link]" at the 2010 BRIT Awards[image: External link]. The performance featured two costumes (one in a white trench coat and another in black hooded leotard), and sampled the song "Be" by Rowetta Satchell[image: External link]. The performance was mainly noted for being the first time Cheryl had performed without her wedding ring. At the time of the performance, her marriage with footballer Ashley Cole[image: External link] was rumoured to be over following a second round of allegations of infidelity on behalf of Ashley.[35] Whilst at the time she passed this off as a fashion statement rather than a reflection of her personal life, it was later revealed in Cheryl's autobiography that she had broken off the marriage with Ashley by the performance at the BRITs. Despite allegations of lip-syncing,[36] which was later clarified to be an ITV[image: External link] technical problem in the broadcast of the performance, Cheryl received strong applause from the audience. Following the performance, host Peter Kay[image: External link] commented "Fight for This Love, never a truer word spoken", believed to be in reference to the breakdown of their marriage.
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 Adele's performance of "Someone like You" (2011)[29]




Adele performed her song "Someone like You" at the 2011 Brits with only a piano accompanying her. Her emotional performance was received with a standing ovation at the O2 Arena[image: External link] and the video received 450 million views on YouTube. The performance launched "Someone Like You" 46 spots up the UK charts to number one, and in the process, made Adele the first artist in the UK since The Beatles to have two top five singles and two top five albums at the same time. The performance had all lights down and focused on Adele and her piano.
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 Kanye West's performance of "All Day" (2015)[28]




On the date of the 2015 Brit Awards[image: External link], Kanye West was announced as a surprise performer following reports of Rihanna performing at the ceremony proven to be false.[37] He performed his new single "All Day" during the live broadcast for the very first time: large sections of the performance were muted by ITV due to explicit language, causing outrage from viewers at home who felt they couldn't enjoy the performance.[38]
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 Madonna's performance of "Living for Love" (2015)[28][29]




Madonna's live return to BRIT Awards after 20 years was widely promoted in the media in the days leading up to the ceremony and during the show itself.[39] During the performance of "Living for Love[image: External link]", she walked onstage wearing an oversized cape. When standing on stairs situated on the stage, the cape's cord failed to separate, so when Madonna's backing dancer pulled the cape behind her, she fell down the stairs and noticeably hit the stage hard.[40] She paused momentarily as her backing music continued, before she managed to separate herself from the cape and then continued performing.[41] In an interview on The Jonathan Ross Show, Madonna blamed her fall on a wardrobe malfunction[image: External link] as her cape had been tied too tightly so it could not be unfastened in time, before adding: "I had a little bit of whiplash, I smacked the back of my head. And I had a man standing over me with a flashlight until about 3am to make sure I was compos mentis. I know how to fall, I have fallen off my horse many times."[40]
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 Katy Perry and Skip Marley's performance of "Chained to the Rhythm" (2017)[28]




In the lead up to the 2016 U.S. presidential election[image: External link], Katy Perry[image: External link] was a major endorsement for Democrat candidate Hillary Clinton[image: External link], performing at many of her rallies and speaking at public events. After Donald Trump[image: External link] won the election, Perry returned to recording her fifth studio album and in February 2017 released "Chained to the Rhythm[image: External link]". During the performance, she was joined onstage by two large skeletal puppets dressed as Trump and British Prime Minister[image: External link] Theresa May[image: External link]. Many saw this a continuation of the revolution to become a "political artist".[42] The performance was also notable as a backing dancer fell offstage at the end of the performance whilst wearing a house costume.[43]
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 Voting procedure




According to the Brit Awards website, the list of eligible artists, albums, and singles is compiled by the Official Charts Company and submitted to the voting academy, which consists of over 1,000 members of the music industry, including the previous year's nominees and winners. The voters use a secure online website to vote, and the voting is scrutinized by Electoral Reform Services[image: External link].[44]
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 Performances




Take That, band member Robbie Williams[image: External link] and Coldplay have performed the most number of ceremonies, performing seven times each. Rihanna and Adele have performed at four ceremonies each, with all four performances taking place on the same evenings (2008, 2011, 2012 and 2016).



	Year
	Performers (chronologically)



	1990[image: External link]
	
Lisa Stansfield[image: External link], Neneh Cherry[image: External link], Nigel Kennedy[image: External link], Phil Collins and Soul II Soul[image: External link]




	1991[image: External link]
	
EMF[image: External link], The Beautiful South[image: External link] and Status Quo[image: External link]




	1992[image: External link]
	
The KLF[image: External link], Extreme Noise Terror[image: External link], Lisa Stansfield[image: External link], Beverley Craven[image: External link] and P.M. Dawn[image: External link]




	1993[image: External link]
	
Suede[image: External link], Peter Gabriel[image: External link], Cirque du Soleil[image: External link], Bill Wyman[image: External link] and Madness[image: External link]




	1994[image: External link]
	
Björk[image: External link], PJ Harvey[image: External link], Bon Jovi, Brian May[image: External link], Dina Carroll[image: External link], Elton John, Meatloaf[image: External link], Pet Shop Boys[image: External link], Stereo MCs[image: External link], Take That, Van Morrison[image: External link] and Shane MacGowan[image: External link]




	1995[image: External link]
	
Blur[image: External link], East 17[image: External link], Eddi Reader[image: External link], Elton John, Eternal[image: External link], Sting, M People[image: External link], Madonna and Take That




	1996[image: External link]
	
Alanis Morissette, David Bowie, Pet Shop Boys[image: External link], Michael Jackson, Pulp[image: External link], Simply Red[image: External link] and Take That




	1997[image: External link]
	
Bee Gees, Diana Ross[image: External link], Jamiroquai[image: External link], The Fugees[image: External link], Manic Street Preachers[image: External link], Mark Morrison[image: External link], Prince[image: External link], Sheryl Crow, Skunk Anansie[image: External link] and Spice Girls




	1998[image: External link]
	
All Saints[image: External link], Chumbawamba[image: External link], Finlay Quaye[image: External link], Fleetwood Mac, Robbie Williams[image: External link], Tom Jones, Shola Ama[image: External link], Spice Girls, Texas[image: External link], The Method Man[image: External link] and The Verve[image: External link]




	1999[image: External link]
	
B*Witched[image: External link], Billie Piper[image: External link], Cleopatra[image: External link], Steps[image: External link], Tina Cousins[image: External link], Supatroopers, Boyzone, Barry McGuigan[image: External link], Chris Eubank[image: External link], Nigel Benn[image: External link], The Corrs[image: External link], David Bowie, Placebo[image: External link], Eurythmics[image: External link], Stevie Wonder, Manic Street Preachers[image: External link], Robbie Williams[image: External link] and Whitney Houston




	2000[image: External link]
	
Basement Jaxx[image: External link], 5ive[image: External link], Queen[image: External link], Geri Halliwell, Macy Gray[image: External link], Ricky Martin[image: External link], Spice Girls, Stereophonics[image: External link], Tom Jones, Travis[image: External link] and Will Smith[image: External link]




	2001[image: External link]
	
Coldplay, Craig David, Destiny's Child, Eminem, Hear'Say[image: External link], Robbie Williams[image: External link], Sonique[image: External link], Westlife and U2




	2002[image: External link]
	
Anastacia[image: External link], Jamiroquai[image: External link], Dido, Gorillaz[image: External link], Kylie Minogue[image: External link], Mis-Teeq[image: External link], Shaggy[image: External link], Ali G[image: External link], So Solid Crew[image: External link], Sting and The Strokes[image: External link]




	2003[image: External link]
	
Avril Lavigne[image: External link], Blue[image: External link], Coldplay, David Gray[image: External link], George Michael, Ms Dynamite[image: External link], Justin Timberlake, Kylie Minogue[image: External link], Liberty X[image: External link], Pink, Sugababes[image: External link] and Tom Jones




	2004[image: External link]
	
50 Cent, Beyoncé, Muse, Black Eyed Peas[image: External link], Busted[image: External link], Alicia Keys, Gwen Stefani[image: External link], Missy Elliott[image: External link], Jamie Cullum[image: External link], Katie Melua[image: External link] and Duran Duran




	2005[image: External link]
	
Daniel Bedingfield[image: External link], Natasha Bedingfield[image: External link], Franz Ferdinand[image: External link], Green Day[image: External link], Gwen Stefani[image: External link], Jamelia[image: External link], Lemar[image: External link], Keane[image: External link], Snoop Dogg[image: External link], Pharrell Williams, Scissor Sisters[image: External link], Bob Geldof[image: External link], Robbie Williams[image: External link] and The Streets[image: External link]




	2006[image: External link]
	
Coldplay, KT Tunstall[image: External link], Kaiser Chiefs[image: External link], James Blunt[image: External link], Kanye West, Kelly Clarkson[image: External link], Gorillaz[image: External link], Jack Johnson[image: External link], Paul Weller[image: External link] and Prince[image: External link]




	2007[image: External link]
	
Scissor Sisters[image: External link], Snow Patrol[image: External link], Amy Winehouse, The Killers[image: External link], Take That, Red Hot Chili Peppers[image: External link], Corinne Bailey Rae[image: External link] and Oasis[image: External link]




	2008[image: External link]
	
Mika[image: External link], Beth Ditto[image: External link], Rihanna, Klaxons[image: External link], Kylie Minogue[image: External link], Kaiser Chiefs[image: External link], Leona Lewis, Mark Ronson, Adele, Daniel Merriweather[image: External link], Amy Winehouse and Paul McCartney[image: External link]




	2009[image: External link]
	
U2, Girls Aloud[image: External link], Coldplay, Duffy[image: External link], Take That, Kings of Leon, The Ting Tings[image: External link], Estelle[image: External link], Pet Shop Boys[image: External link], Lady Gaga and Brandon Flowers[image: External link]




	2010[image: External link]
	
Lily Allen, JLS[image: External link], Kasabian[image: External link], Lady Gaga, Florence + the Machine[image: External link], Dizzee Rascal[image: External link], Jay-Z[image: External link], Alicia Keys, Cheryl Cole[image: External link] and Robbie Williams[image: External link]




	2011
	
Take That, Adele, Rihanna, Mumford & Sons[image: External link], Plan B[image: External link], Arcade Fire, Tinie Tempah[image: External link], Eric Turner[image: External link], Labrinth[image: External link], Justin Bieber, David Jensen[image: External link], Terry Wogan[image: External link], Cee Lo Green[image: External link] and Paloma Faith[image: External link]




	2012
	
Coldplay, Florence and the Machine[image: External link], Olly Murs[image: External link], Rizzle Kicks[image: External link], Ed Sheeran[image: External link], Noel Gallagher's High Flying Birds[image: External link], Chris Martin[image: External link], Adele, Bruno Mars, Rihanna and Blur[image: External link]




	2013
	
Muse, Robbie Williams[image: External link], Justin Timberlake, Taylor Swift, One Direction, Ben Howard[image: External link], Mumford & Sons[image: External link] and Emeli Sandé




	2014[image: External link]
	
Arctic Monkeys[image: External link], Katy Perry[image: External link], Bruno Mars, Beyoncé, Disclosure[image: External link], Lorde, Aluna Francis[image: External link], Ellie Goulding[image: External link], Bastille[image: External link], Rudimental[image: External link], Ella Eyre[image: External link], Pharrell Williams and Nile Rodgers[image: External link]




	2015[image: External link]
	
Taylor Swift, Sam Smith, Royal Blood[image: External link], Ed Sheeran[image: External link], Kanye West, Skepta[image: External link], Fekky, Krept and Konan[image: External link], Stormzy[image: External link], Novelist[image: External link], Allan Kingdom[image: External link], Theophilus London[image: External link], Vic Mensa[image: External link], Take That, George Ezra[image: External link], Paloma Faith[image: External link] and Madonna




	2016
	
Coldplay, Justin Bieber, James Bay[image: External link], Jess Glynne[image: External link], Rihanna, SZA[image: External link], Drake, Little Mix, The Spiders from Mars[image: External link], Lorde, The Weeknd[image: External link] and Adele




	2017[image: External link]
	
Little Mix, Bruno Mars, Emeli Sandé, The 1975[image: External link], Chris Martin[image: External link], Katy Perry[image: External link], Skip Marley[image: External link], Skepta[image: External link], The Chainsmokers[image: External link], Coldplay, Ed Sheeran[image: External link], Stormzy[image: External link] and Robbie Williams[image: External link]
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 Most successful acts




There have been numerous acts, both groups and individuals, that have won multiple awards. The table below shows those that have won four or more awards.[45][46][47]



	British acts
	Number of awards



	
Robbie Williams[image: External link] (5 with Take That and 1 Icon)
	18



	Adele
	9



	Coldplay



	Take That
	8



	Annie Lennox



	Arctic Monkeys[image: External link]
	7



	One Direction



	
David Bowie (1 Icon; 2 posthumous)
	6



	Oasis[image: External link]



	Spice Girls
	5



	Blur[image: External link]



	Phil Collins



	
George Michael (3 with Wham![image: External link])



	
Freddie Mercury[image: External link] (3 with Queen[image: External link]; 2 posthumous)



	
Elton John (1 Icon)[48]




	The Beatles
	4



	Dido



	Manic Street Preachers[image: External link]



	Paul Weller[image: External link]



	Ed Sheeran[image: External link]



	Emeli Sandé






	International acts
	Number of awards



	
U2[49]

	7



	
Michael Jackson[49]

	6



	Björk[image: External link]
	5



	
Eminem[49]

	4



	Foo Fighters[image: External link]



	
Prince[image: External link][49]




	R.E.M.[image: External link]
	3



	Beck



	Scissor Sisters[image: External link]



	Lady Gaga



	
Kylie Minogue[image: External link][49]




	
Beyoncé (1 with Destiny's Child)



	Justin Timberlake



	
Kanye West[49]




	Bruno Mars



	Rihanna
	2



	Madonna



	Justin Bieber



	Lana Del Rey
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 Viewing figures






	Year
	Air date
	Official ratings[50]

(in millions)

Includes HD
	Weekly rank[50]



	1999[image: External link]
	17 February
	9.86
	12



	2000[image: External link]
	4 March
	9.61
	12



	2001[image: External link]
	27 February
	8.62
	18



	2002[image: External link]
	21 February
	7.83
	15



	2003[image: External link]
	20 February
	7.64
	15



	2004[image: External link]
	17 February
	6.18
	18



	2005[image: External link]
	10 February
	6.32
	17



	2006[image: External link]
	16 February
	4.70
	22



	2007[image: External link]
	14 February
	5.43
	19



	2008[image: External link]
	20 February
	6.35
	17



	2009[image: External link]
	18 February
	5.49
	17



	2010[image: External link]
	16 February
	6.52
	14



	2011
	15 February
	4.79
	18



	2012
	21 February
	6.63
	17



	2013
	20 February
	5.91
	14



	2014[image: External link]
	19 February
	3.84
	18



	2015[image: External link]
	25 February
	5.99
	13



	2016
	24 February
	6.22
	13



	2017[image: External link]
	22 February
	5.57
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 See also





	List of Brit Awards ceremonies[image: External link]

	Classic Brit Awards[image: External link]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 General references





	"BFI Film & TV Database Search results for 'Brit Awards' "[image: External link]. British Film Institute[image: External link]. Retrieved 23 February 2008.

	"Brit Awards: Did you know...?"[image: External link]. BBC News. 16 January 2001. Retrieved 23 February 2008.




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Inline citations






	
^ BRITs Duo On Track To Reach Dizzee-ing Heights in UK Charts[image: External link] British Recorded Music Industry Retrieved 28 April 2011


	
^ "British Pop's Big Party"[image: External link]. BBC News. Retrieved 10 December 2012


	
^ "MasterCard Renews Sponsorship of The BRIT Awards"[image: External link]. BPI. Retrieved 23 November 2012


	
^ a b c d "2007 Brits to be broadcast live"[image: External link]. BBC. Retrieved 23 November 2012


	
^ "The BRIT Awards 2011 with MasterCard unveils new location"[image: External link]. BPI. Retrieved 23 November 2012


	
^ "Dame Zaha Hadid's Brit Awards statuette design unveiled"[image: External link]. BBC. 1 December 2016.


	
^ "Damien Hirst's 2013 Brit Award statue unveiled"[image: External link]. BBC. 1 December 2016.


	
^ "The Brit Awards"[image: External link]. BFI[image: External link]. Retrieved 7 September 2012.


	
^ These awards were to mark the Queen[image: External link]'s Silver Jubilee[image: External link] and were for the previous 25 years of her reign.


	
^ "The BRITs 1977"[image: External link]. Retrieved 22 September 2013.


	
^ Given at a separate show at the London Palladium[image: External link] theatre the previous October.


	
^ Given at a separate show at the Troxy theatre the previous November.


	
^ a b The Highs and Lows of the Brit Awards[image: External link] BBC News Retrieved 28 April 2011


	
^ Queen, Freddie Mercury, Roger Taylor, Brian May, BRITS 1990[image: External link] BRIT Awards.co.uk Retrieved 28 April 2011


	
^ "Brit Awards: A dozen lesser-known moments"[image: External link]. BBC News. Retrieved 3 February 2015


	
^ "4. The KLF's art terrorism at the Brits 1992"[image: External link]. NME. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 17 April 2006.


	
^ "Pop and the art of bad behaviour"[image: External link]. The Independent. Retrieved 4 February 2015


	
^ Gibbons, Fiachra (4 March 2010). "Spice whirl casts shadow over Brit awards"[image: External link]. The Guardian. London. Retrieved 27 April 2010.


	
^ "Viewers complain over Brits jokes"[image: External link]. BBC News. 15 February 2007. Retrieved 23 February 2008.


	
^ "Blur to play for record time at Brits 2012, says James Corden"[image: External link]. Digital Spy. 20 February 2012.


	
^ Ellie (19 June 2012). "BRITs 2012: Adele wins Best Album, gets cut off mid-speech. Ouch. | 110% pop"[image: External link]. Yahoo!.


	
^ Tarley, Rachel. "Adele apologises to fans after flicking middle finger following Brits speech snub"[image: External link]. Metro.co.uk.


	
^ "News – General – Adele gives the finger at BRIT Awards"[image: External link]. 4Music. 21 February 2012.


	
^ Adele Receives Apology From BRIT Awards for Acceptance-Speech Interruption[image: External link] The Hollywood Reporter. Retrieved 25 February 2012


	
^ a b "Oldest Brit winner David Bowie enters independence debate"[image: External link]. BBC News. 20 February 2014. Retrieved 21 February 2014.


	
^ "Brit Awards 2014: David Bowie wins best British male award"[image: External link]. BBC News. Retrieved 22 September 2014.


	
^ "David Bowie on Scottish independence: Reactions on Twitter"[image: External link]. The Independent. London, UK. 20 February 2014. Retrieved 21 February 2014.


	
^ a b c d "From Katy Perry's Trump skeleton to Adele's middle finger: the most controversial Brit Awards moments - in pictures"[image: External link]. The Daily Telegraph. 22 February 2017.


	
^ a b c "What to Watch For at the Brit Awards"[image: External link]. The New York Times[image: External link]. 22 February 2007.


	
^ "Iconic Union Jack dress"[image: External link]. The Sun. UK. 15 December 2007. Retrieved 11 February 2012.


	
^ Spice Girls form[image: External link] The Guardian. Retrieved 11 February 2012


	
^ Alexander, Hilary (19 May 2010). "Online poll announces the top ten most iconic dresses of the past fifty years – Telegraph"[image: External link]. fashion.telegraph.co.uk. Retrieved 3 February 2015.


	
^ "Pop World Records, Music World Records, Record Breaking Achievements"[image: External link]. Philbrodieband.com.


	
^ "Brit Awards 2010: Three gongs for Lady Gaga, two for JLS and one at last for Lily Allen"[image: External link]. Daily Mail. Retrieved 3 February 2015


	
^ "Brit Awards 2010: all eyes on Cheryl Cole"[image: External link]. The Telegraph.


	
^ "Brit Awards 2010: Cheryl Cole jets off to LA after feisty Brits performance (but what's that ring on her wedding finger?)"[image: External link]. Mail Online.


	
^ "Kanye West Replaces Rihanna As 2015 BRIT Awards Performer"[image: External link]. Music News, Reviews, and Gossip on Idolator.com.


	
^ "Kanye West's Brits performance muted constantly"[image: External link]. ITV News.


	
^ "Madonna To Perform at BRIT Awards"[image: External link]. Billboard.


	
^ a b "Madonna 'suffered whiplash' after Brits fall"[image: External link] (27 February 2015). BBC. 27 February 2015.


	
^ "'My beautiful cape was tied too tight': Madonna, 56, explains shocking moment she was dragged backwards down set of steps by her Armani cloak during Brits performance"[image: External link]. Daily Mail. Retrieved 27 February 2015


	
^ "Katy Perry brings dancing Donald Trump and Theresa May skeleton effigies on stage as dancer falls off stage in house costume"[image: External link]. Telegraph.


	
^ "BRITs 2017: Katy Perry's backing dancer falls off the stage live on air"[image: External link].


	
^ "And the Nominees Are..."[image: External link]. Brit Awards 2016. Retrieved 2016-10-02.


	
^ "Brit Awards 2014"[image: External link]. The Independent. Retrieved 10 November 2014


	
^ "Brit Awards: Did you know...?"[image: External link]. BBC News. Retrieved 27 September 2014.


	
^ "Brit Awards – History"[image: External link]. Brits.co.uk. Retrieved 10 November 2014


	
^ "Sir Elton John wins first Brits Icon award"[image: External link]. BBC News. 2 September 2013. Retrieved 18 September 2013.


	
^ a b c d e f "The Brit Awards' most successful acts"[image: External link]. Telegraph. Retrieved 19 January 2017.


	
^ a b "Weekly Top 30 Programmes"[image: External link]. Broadcasters' Audience Research Board[image: External link]. Retrieved 19 February 2014.







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	Official website[image: External link]





Categories[image: External link]:

	Brit Awards[image: External link]

	1977 establishments in the United Kingdom[image: External link]

	Awards established in 1977[image: External link]

	British music awards[image: External link]

	Lifetime achievement awards[image: External link]

	ITV television programmes[image: External link]

	BBC Television programmes[image: External link]

	BBC Radio 1 programmes[image: External link]

	Annual events in the United Kingdom[image: External link]

	1992 awards in the United Kingdom[image: External link]














This page was last edited on 6 May 2017, at 23:25.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Brit Awards: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brit_Awards [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Brit_Awards [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 History

	2 Governance and corporate structure

	3 Finances

	4 Headquarters and regional offices

	5 Technology (Atos service)

	6 Services

	7 Commercial activities

	8 Cultural significance

	9 Criticism and controversies

	10 Logos and symbols of the BBC

	11 See also

	12 References

	13 External links





BBC






This article is about the British Broadcasting Corporation. For other uses, see BBC (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) is a British public service broadcaster[image: External link] headquartered at Broadcasting House[image: External link] in London[image: External link]. The BBC is the world's oldest national broadcasting organisation[3] and the largest broadcaster[image: External link] in the world by number of employees. It employs over 20,950 staff in total, 16,672 of whom are in public sector broadcasting.[4][5][6][7][8] The total number of staff is 35,402 when part-time, flexible, and fixed contract staff are included.[9]

The BBC is established under a Royal Charter[image: External link][10] and operates under its Agreement with the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport.[11] Its work is funded principally by an annual television licence fee[image: External link][12] which is charged to all British households, companies, and organisations using any type of equipment to receive or record live television[image: External link] broadcasts and 'iPlayer' catch-up since 1 September 2016.[13] The fee is set by the British Government[image: External link], agreed by Parliament[image: External link],[14] and used to fund the BBC's radio, TV, and online services covering the nations and regions of the UK. Since 1 April 2014, it has also funded the BBC World Service[image: External link] (launched in 1932 as the BBC Empire Service), which broadcasts in 28 languages and provides comprehensive TV, radio, and online services in Arabic[image: External link] and Persian[image: External link].

Around a quarter of BBC revenues come from its commercial arm BBC Worldwide Ltd[image: External link], which sells BBC programmes and services internationally and also distributes the BBC's international 24-hour English-language news services BBC World News[image: External link], and from BBC.com, provided by BBC Global News Ltd.
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 History




Further information: Timeline of the BBC[image: External link]
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 The birth of British broadcasting, 1920 to 1922




Britain's first live public broadcast from the Marconi factory in Chelmsford took place in June 1920. It was sponsored by the Daily Mail's Lord Northcliffe and featured the famous Australian soprano Dame Nellie Melba[image: External link]. The Melba broadcast caught the people's imagination and marked a turning point in the British public's attitude to radio.[15] However, this public enthusiasm was not shared in official circles where such broadcasts were held to interfere with important military and civil communications. By late 1920, pressure from these quarters and uneasiness among the staff of the licensing authority, the General Post Office[image: External link] (GPO), was sufficient to lead to a ban on further Chelmsford broadcasts.[16]

But by 1922, the GPO had received nearly 100 broadcast licence requests[17] and moved to rescind its ban in the wake of a petition by 63 wireless societies with over 3,000 members.[18] Anxious to avoid the same chaotic expansion experienced in the United States the GPO proposed that it would issue a single broadcasting licence to a company jointly owned by a consortium of leading wireless receiver manufactures, to be known as the British Broadcasting Company Ltd.[image: External link] John Reith[image: External link], a Scottish Calvinist, was appointed its General Manager in December 1922 a few weeks after the company made its first official broadcast.[19] The company was to be financed by a royalty on the sale of BBC wireless receiving sets from approved manufacturers. To this day, the BBC aims to follow the Reithian directive to "inform, educate and entertain".[20]
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 From private company towards public service corporation, 1923 to 1926




The financial arrangements soon proved inadequate. Set sales were disappointing as amateurs made their own receivers and listeners bought rival unlicensed sets.[21] By mid-1923, discussions between the GPO and the BBC had become deadlocked and the Postmaster-General commissioned a review of broadcasting by the Sykes Committee. The Committee recommended a short term reorganisation of licence fees with improved enforcement in order to address the BBC's immediate financial distress, and an increased share of the licence revenue split between it and the GPO. This was to be followed by a simple 10 shillings licence fee with no royalty once the wireless manufactures protection expired. The BBC's broadcasting monopoly was made explicit for the duration of its current broadcast licence, as was the prohibition on advertising. The BBC was also banned from presenting news bulletins before 19.00, and required to source all news from external wire services.

Mid-1925 found the future of broadcasting under further consideration, this time by the Crawford committee. By now the BBC under Reith's leadership had forged a consensus favouring a continuation of the unified (monopoly) broadcasting service, but more money was still required to finance rapid expansion. Wireless manufacturers were anxious to exit the loss making consortium with Reith keen that the BBC be seen as a public service rather than a commercial enterprise. The recommendations of the Crawford Committee were published in March the following year and were still under consideration by the GPO when the 1926 general strike[image: External link] broke out in May. The strike temporarily interrupted newspaper production and with restrictions on news bulletins waived the BBC suddenly became the primary source of news for the duration of the crisis.[22]

The crisis placed the BBC in a delicate position. On one hand Reith was acutely aware that the Government might exercise its right to commandeer the BBC at any time as a mouthpiece of the Government if the BBC were to step out of line, but on the other he was anxious to maintain public trust by appearing to be acting independently. The Government was divided on how to handle the BBC but ended up trusting Reith, whose opposition to the strike mirrored the PM's own. Thus the BBC was granted sufficient leeway to pursue the Government's objectives largely in a manner of its own choosing. The resulting coverage of both striker and government viewpoints impressed millions of listeners who were unaware that the PM had broadcast to the nation from Reith's home, using one of Reith's sound bites inserted at the last moment, or that the BBC had banned broadcasts from the Labour Party and delayed a peace appeal by the Archbishop of Canterbury. Supporters of the strike nicknamed the BBC the BFC for British Falsehood Company. Reith personally announced the end of the strike which he marked by reciting from Blake's "Jerusalem" signifying that England had been saved.

While the BBC tends to characterise its coverage of the general strike by emphasising the positive impression created by its balanced coverage of the views of government and strikers, Jean Seaton, Professor of Media History and the Official BBC Historian has characterised the episode as the invention of "modern propaganda in its British form".[22] Reith argued that trust gained by 'authentic impartial news' could then be used. Impartial news was not necessarily an end in itself.[23]

The BBC did well out of the crisis, which cemented a national audience for its broadcasting, and it was followed by the Government's acceptance of the recommendation made by the Crawford Committee (1925–26) that the British Broadcasting Company be replaced by a non-commercial, Crown-chartered organisation: the British Broadcasting Corporation.
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 1927 to 1939




The British Broadcasting Corporation came into existence on 1 January 1927, and Reith – newly knighted – was appointed its first Director General. To represent its purpose and (stated) values, the new corporation adopted the coat of arms[image: External link], including the motto "Nation shall speak peace unto Nation".[24]

British radio audiences had little choice apart from the upscale programming of the BBC. Reith, an intensely moralistic executive, was in full charge. His goal was to broadcast, "All that is best in every department of human knowledge, endeavour and achievement.... The preservation of a high moral tone is obviously of paramount importance."[25] Reith succeeded in building a high wall against an American-style free-for-all in radio in which the goal was to attract the largest audiences and thereby secure the greatest advertising revenue. There was no paid advertising on the BBC; all the revenue came from a tax on receiving sets. Highbrow audiences, however, greatly enjoyed it.[26] At a time when American, Australian and Canadian stations were drawing huge audiences cheering for their local teams with the broadcast of baseball, rugby and hockey, the BBC emphasized service for a national, rather than a regional audience. Boat races were well covered along with tennis and horse racing, but the BBC was reluctant to spend its severely limited air time on long football or cricket games, regardless of their popularity.[27]
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 BBC versus other media




The success of broadcasting provoked animosities between the BBC and well established media such as theatres, concert halls and the recording industry. By 1929, the BBC complained that the agents of many comedians refused to sign contracts for broadcasting, because they feared it harmed the artist "by making his material stale" and that it "reduces the value of the artist as a visible music-hall performer". On the other hand, the BBC was "keenly interested" in a cooperation with the recording companies who "in recent years ... have not been slow to make records of singers, orchestras, dance bands, etc. who have already proved their power to achieve popularity by wireless." Radio plays were so popular that the BBC had received 6,000 manuscripts by 1929, most of them written for stage and of little value for broadcasting: "Day in and day out, manuscripts come in, and nearly all go out again through the post, with a note saying 'We regret, etc.'"[28] In the 1930s music broadcasts also enjoyed great popularity, for example the friendly and wide-ranging organ broadcasts at St George's Hall, Langham Place, by Reginald Foort[image: External link], who held the official role of BBC Staff Theatre Organist from 1936 to 1938; Foort continued to work for the BBC as a freelance into the 1940s and enjoyed a nationwide following.

Experimental television broadcasts were started in 1932, using an electromechanical 30-line system developed by John Logie Baird[image: External link]. Limited regular broadcasts using this system began in 1934, and an expanded service (now named the BBC Television Service[image: External link]) started from Alexandra Palace[image: External link] in 1936, alternating between an improved Baird mechanical 240 line system and the all electronic 405 line[image: External link] Marconi-EMI system. The superiority of the electronic system saw the mechanical system dropped early the following year.[29]
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 1939 to 2000




Television broadcasting was suspended from 1 September 1939 to 7 June 1946, during the Second World War[image: External link], and it was left to BBC Radio[image: External link] broadcasters such as Reginald Foort[image: External link] to keep the nation's spirits up. The BBC moved much of its radio operations out of London, initially to Bristol, and then to Bedford. Concerts were broadcast from the Corn Exchange; the Trinity Chapel in St Paul's Church, Bedford[image: External link] was the studio for the daily service from 1941 to 1945 and, in the darkest days of the war in 1941, the Archbishops of Canterbury and York came to St Paul's to broadcast to the UK and all parts of the world on the National Day of Prayer.

There was a widely reported urban myth that, upon resumption of the BBC television service after the war, announcer Leslie Mitchell[image: External link] started by saying, "As I was saying before we were so rudely interrupted ..." In fact, the first person to appear when transmission resumed was Jasmine Bligh[image: External link] and the words said were "Good afternoon, everybody. How are you? Do you remember me, Jasmine Bligh ... ?"[30]

The European Broadcasting Union[image: External link] was formed on 12 February 1950, in Torquay[image: External link] with the BBC among the 23 founding broadcasting organisations.

Competition to the BBC was introduced in 1955, with the commercial and independently operated television network of ITV[image: External link]. However, the BBC monopoly on radio services would persist until 8 October 1973 when under the control of the newly renamed Independent Broadcasting Authority[image: External link] (IBA) the UK's first Independent local radio station, LBC[image: External link] came on-air in the London area. As a result of the Pilkington Committee[image: External link] report of 1962, in which the BBC was praised for the quality and range of its output, and ITV was very heavily criticised for not providing enough quality programming,[31] the decision was taken to award the BBC a second television channel, BBC2[image: External link], in 1964, renaming the existing service BBC1[image: External link]. BBC2 used the higher resolution 625 line standard which had been standardised across Europe. BBC2 was broadcast in colour from 1 July 1967, and was joined by BBC1 and ITV on 15 November 1969. The 405 line VHF[image: External link] transmissions of BBC1 (and ITV) were continued for compatibility with older television receivers until 1985.

Starting in 1964, a series of pirate radio[image: External link] stations (starting with Radio Caroline[image: External link]) came on the air and forced the British government finally to regulate radio services to permit nationally based advertising-financed services. In response, the BBC reorganised and renamed their radio channels. On 30 September 1967, the Light Programme was split into Radio 1[image: External link] offering continuous "Popular" music and Radio 2[image: External link] more "Easy Listening".[32] The "Third" programme became Radio 3[image: External link] offering classical music and cultural programming. The Home Service became Radio 4 offering news, and non-musical content such as quiz shows, readings, dramas and plays. As well as the four national channels, a series of local BBC radio stations were established in 1967, including Radio London[image: External link].[33]

In 1969, the BBC Enterprises department was formed to exploit BBC brands and programmes for commercial spin-off[image: External link] products. In 1979, it became a wholly owned limited company, BBC Enterprises Ltd.[34]

In 1974, the BBC's teletext[image: External link] service, Ceefax[image: External link], was introduced, created initially to provide subtitling, but developed into a news and information service. In 1978, BBC staff went on strike just before the Christmas of that year, thus blocking out the transmission of both channels and amalgamating all four radio stations into one.[35][36]

Since the deregulation of the UK television and radio market in the 1980s, the BBC has faced increased competition from the commercial sector (and from the advertiser-funded public service broadcaster Channel 4[image: External link]), especially on satellite television, cable television, and digital television[image: External link] services.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In the late 1980s, the BBC began a process of divestment[image: External link] by spinning off[image: External link] and selling parts of its organisation. In 1988, it sold off the Hulton Press Library[image: External link], a photographic archive which had been acquired from the Picture Post[image: External link] magazine by the BBC in 1957. The archive was sold to Brian Deutsch and is now owned by Getty Images[image: External link].[37] During the 1990s, this process continued with the separation of certain operational arms of the corporation into autonomous but wholly owned subsidiaries[image: External link] of the BBC, with the aim of generating additional revenue for programme-making. BBC Enterprises was reorganised and relaunched in 1995, as BBC Worldwide Ltd.[34] In 1998, BBC studios, outside broadcasts, post production, design, costumes and wigs were spun off into BBC Resources Ltd.[38]

The BBC Research Department[image: External link] has played a major part in the development of broadcasting and recording techniques. In the early days, it carried out essential research into acoustics and programme level and noise measurement.[citation needed[image: External link]] The BBC was also responsible for the development of the NICAM[image: External link] stereo standard.

In recent decades, a number of additional channels and radio stations have been launched: Radio 5[image: External link] was launched in 1990, as a sports and educational station, but was replaced in 1994, with Radio 5 Live[image: External link], following the success of the Radio 4 service[image: External link] to cover the 1991 Gulf War. The new station would be a news and sport station. In 1997, BBC News 24[image: External link], a rolling news channel, launched on digital television[image: External link] services and the following year, BBC Choice[image: External link] launched as the third general entertainment channel from the BBC. The BBC also purchased The Parliamentary Channel, which was renamed BBC Parliament[image: External link]. In 1999, BBC Knowledge[image: External link] launched as a multi media channel, with services available on the newly launched BBC Text[image: External link] digital teletext service, and on BBC Online[image: External link]. The channel had an educational aim, which was modified later on in its life to offer documentaries.
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 2000 to 2011




In 2002, several television and radio channels were reorganised. BBC Knowledge[image: External link] was replaced by BBC Four[image: External link] and became the BBC's arts and documentaries channel. CBBC[image: External link], which had been a programming strand as Children's BBC since 1985, was split into CBBC and CBeebies[image: External link], for younger children, with both new services getting a digital channel: the CBBC Channel[image: External link] and CBeebies[image: External link] Channel. In addition to the television channels, new digital radio stations were created: 1Xtra[image: External link], 6 Music[image: External link] and BBC7[image: External link]. BBC 1Xtra[image: External link] was a sister station to Radio 1[image: External link] and specialised in modern black music, BBC 6 Music[image: External link] specialised in alternative music genres and BBC7[image: External link] specialised in archive, speech and children's programming.

The following few years resulted in repositioning of some of the channels to conform to a larger brand: in 2003, BBC Choice[image: External link] was replaced by BBC Three[image: External link], with programming for younger generations and shocking real life documentaries, BBC News 24 became the BBC News Channel[image: External link] in 2008, and BBC Radio 7 became BBC Radio 4 Extra[image: External link] in 2011, with new programmes to supplement those broadcast on Radio 4. In 2008, another channel was launched, BBC Alba[image: External link], a Scottish Gaelic[image: External link] service.

During this decade, the corporation began to sell off a number of its operational divisions to private owners; BBC Broadcast was spun off as a separate company in 2002,[39] and in 2005. it was sold off to Australian[image: External link]-based Macquarie Capital Alliance Group and Macquarie Bank[image: External link] Limited and rebranded Red Bee Media[image: External link].[40] The BBC's IT[image: External link], telephony[image: External link] and broadcast technology[image: External link] were brought together as BBC Technology Ltd in 2001,[39] and the division was later sold to the German engineering and electronics company Siemens IT Solutions and Services[image: External link] (SIS).[41] SIS was subsequently acquired from Siemens by the French company Atos[image: External link].[42] Further divestments in this decade included BBC Books[image: External link] (sold to Random House[image: External link] in 2006);[43] BBC Outside Broadcasts Ltd (sold in 2008. to Satellite Information Services[image: External link]);[44] Costumes and Wigs (stock sold in 2008 to Angels The Costumiers[image: External link]);[45] and BBC Magazines[image: External link] (sold to Immediate Media Company[image: External link] in 2011).[46] After the sales of OBs and costumes, the remainder of BBC Resources was reorganised as BBC Studios and Post Production[image: External link], which continues today as a wholly owned subsidiary of the BBC.

The 2004 Hutton Inquiry[image: External link] and the subsequent Report raised questions about the BBC's journalistic standards and its impartiality. This led to resignations of senior management members at the time including the then Director General, Greg Dyke[image: External link]. In January 2007, the BBC released minutes of the board meeting which led to Greg Dyke's resignation.[47]

Unlike the other departments of the BBC, the BBC World Service was funded by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office[image: External link]. The Foreign and Commonwealth Office, more commonly known as the Foreign Office or the FCO, is the British government department responsible for promoting the interests of the United Kingdom abroad.

In 2006, BBC HD[image: External link] launched as an experimental service, and became official in December 2007. The channel broadcast HD simulcasts of programmes on BBC One, BBC Two[image: External link], BBC Three[image: External link] and BBC Four[image: External link] as well as repeats of some older programmes in HD. In 2010, an HD simulcast of BBC One launched: BBC One HD[image: External link]. The channel uses HD versions of BBC One's schedule and uses upscaled versions of programmes not currently produced in HD. The BBC HD channel closed in March 2013 and was replaced by BBC2 HD in the same month.

On 18 October 2007, BBC Director General Mark Thompson announced a controversial plan to make major cuts and reduce the size of the BBC as an organisation. The plans included a reduction in posts of 2,500; including 1,800 redundancies, consolidating news operations, reducing programming output by 10% and selling off the flagship Television Centre[image: External link] building in London.[48] These plans have been fiercely opposed by unions, who have threatened a series of strikes; however, the BBC have stated that the cuts are essential to move the organisation forward and concentrate on increasing the quality of programming.

On 20 October 2010, the Chancellor of the Exchequer[image: External link] George Osborne[image: External link] announced that the television licence fee would be frozen at its current level until the end of the current charter in 2016. The same announcement revealed that the BBC would take on the full cost of running the BBC World Service[image: External link] and the BBC Monitoring[image: External link] service from the Foreign and Commonwealth Office[image: External link], and partially finance the Welsh broadcaster S4C[image: External link].[49]
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 2011 to present




Further cuts were announced on 6 October 2011, so the BBC could reach a total reduction in their budget of 20%, following the licence fee freeze in October 2010, which included cutting staff by 2,000 and sending a further 1,000 to the MediaCityUK[image: External link] development in Salford[image: External link], with BBC Three moving online only in 2016, the sharing of more programmes between stations and channels, sharing of radio news bulletins, more repeats in schedules, including the whole of BBC Two daytime and for some original programming to be reduced. BBC HD[image: External link] was closed on 26 March 2013, and replaced with an HD simulcast of BBC Two; however, flagship programmes, other channels and full funding for CBBC[image: External link] and CBeebies[image: External link] would be retained.[50][51][52] Numerous BBC facilities have been sold off, including New Broadcasting House[image: External link] on Oxford Road[image: External link] in Manchester. Many major departments have been relocated to Broadcasting House[image: External link] and MediaCityUK[image: External link], particularly since the closure of BBC Television Centre in March 2013. The cuts inspired campaigns, petitions and protests such as SaveBBC3[image: External link] and SaveOurBBC[image: External link], which have built a following of hundreds of thousands of individuals concerned about the changes.
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 Governance and corporate structure




The BBC is a statutory corporation, independent from direct government intervention, with its activities being overseen from April 2017 by the BBC Board[image: External link] and regulated by Ofcom[image: External link].[53][54] The Chairman is Sir David Clementi[image: External link].[55]
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 Charter




The BBC operates under a Royal Charter[image: External link].[10] The current Charter came into effect on 1 January 2017 and runs until 31 December 2026.[56] The 2017 charter abolished the BBC Trust and replaced it with external regulation by Ofcom[image: External link], with governance by the BBC Board.[56]

Under the Royal Charter, the BBC must obtain a licence from the Home Secretary[image: External link].[57] This licence is accompanied by an agreement which sets the terms and conditions under which the BBC is allowed to broadcast.[57]
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 BBC Board




Main article: BBC Board[image: External link]


The BBC Board was formed in April 2017. It replaced the previous governing body, the BBC Trust[image: External link], which in itself had replaced the Board of Governors[image: External link] in 2007. The Board sets the strategy for the corporation, assesses the performance of the BBC Executive Board in delivering the BBC's services, and appoints the Director-General. Regulation of the BBC is now the responsibility of Ofcom. The Board consists of the following members.[58][59]



	Name
	Position



	Sir David Clementi[image: External link]

	Chairman



	Tony Hall[image: External link]
	Director-General of the BBC



	Simon Burke
	Non-executive Director



	Dame Tanni Grey-Thompson[image: External link]

	Non-executive Director



	Ian Hargreaves[image: External link]
	Non-executive Director



	Tom Ilube[image: External link]
	Non-executive Director



	Sir Nicholas Serota[image: External link]

	Non-executive Director



	Steve Morrison[image: External link]
	Member for Scotland



	Dr Ashley Steel[image: External link]

	Member for England



	Anne Bulford[image: External link]
	Deputy Director-General



	Tim Davie[image: External link]
	CEO, BBC Worldwide & Director, Global



	Ken MacQuarrie[image: External link]
	Director, Nations and Regions
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 Executive Committee




The Executive Committee is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the broadcaster. The Executive Board meets once per month and is responsible for operational management and delivery of services within a framework set by the Board, and is headed by the Director-General, currently Tony Hall[image: External link].

The Director-General[image: External link] is chief executive and (from 1994) editor-in-chief.[60]

The Executive Board consists of both Executive and Non-Executive directors, with non-executive directors being sourced from other companies and corporations and being appointed by the BBC Trust[image: External link].[61] The executive board is made up of the Director General and representatives of each BBC division:[58]



	Name
	Position



	Tony Hall
	Chairman; Director-General



	Anne Bulford
	Deputy Director-General



	Charlotte Moore
	Director of Content



	Mark Linsey
	Director of BBC Studios



	James Harding[image: External link]
	Director of News & Current Affairs



	Matthew Postgate[image: External link]
	Chief Technology & Research Officer



	Ken MacQuarrie[image: External link]
	Director of Nations & Regions



	James Purnell[image: External link]
	Director of Radio & Education



	Tim Davie[image: External link]
	CEO, BBC Worldwide



	Valerie Hughes D'Aeth
	Director of HR
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 Operational divisions




The Corporation has the following in-house divisions covering the BBC's output and operations:[62]


	
Content, headed by Charlotte Moore[image: External link] is in charge of the corporation's television channels[image: External link] including the commissioning of programming.

	
Radio and Education headed by James Purnell[image: External link] is in charge of BBC Radio[image: External link] and music content across the BBC under the BBC Music[image: External link] brand, including music programmes on BBC Television, events such as the BBC Proms[image: External link] and the numerous orchestras[image: External link] such as the BBC Philharmonic[image: External link], as well as Children's BBC[image: External link].

	
News and Current Affairs headed by James Harding[image: External link] operates the BBC News[image: External link] operation, including the national, regional and international output on television, radio and online, as well as the output of the BBC Global News division. It is also in charge of the corporation's Current Affairs programming and have some responsibility for sports[image: External link] output.

	The Deputy Director General Group headed by Anne Bulford[image: External link], contains Design & Engineering[image: External link], which is in charge of all digital output, such as BBC Online[image: External link], BBC iPlayer[image: External link], BBC Red Button[image: External link] service and developing new technologies through BBC Research & Development[image: External link]. The division also includes other pan-BBC functions including Finance, HR, Strategy, Security and Property.[62]


	
Nations and Regions, headed by Ken MacQuarrie is responsible for the Corporation's divisions in Scotland[image: External link], Northern Ireland[image: External link], Wales[image: External link], the English Regions[image: External link].
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 Commercial divisions




The BBC also operates a number of wholly owned commercial divisions:


	
BBC Worldwide[image: External link] Ltd, headed by Tim Davie[image: External link], operates international channels and sells programmes and merchandise in the UK and abroad to gain additional income that is returned to BBC programmes. It is kept separate from the corporation due to its commercial nature.

	
BBC World News[image: External link] department is in charge of the production and distribution of its commercial global television channel. It works closely with the BBC News group, but is not governed by it, and shares the corporation's facilities and staff. It also works with BBC Worldwide, the channel's distributor.

	
BBC Studios[image: External link], headed by Mark Linsey is the former in-house television production; Entertainment, Music & Events, Factual and Scripted (drama and comedy).

	
BBC Studioworks[image: External link] is also separate and officially owns and operates some of the BBC's studio facilities, such as the BBC Elstree Centre[image: External link], leasing them out to productions from within and outside of the corporation.[62]
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 Finances




The BBC has the second largest budget of any UK-based broadcaster with an operating expenditure of £4.722 billion in 2013/14[63] compared to £6.471 billion for British Sky Broadcasting[image: External link] in 2013/14[64] and £1.843 billion for ITV[image: External link] in the calendar year 2013.[65]
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 Revenue




See also: Television licence[image: External link] and Television licensing in the United Kingdom[image: External link]


The principal means of funding the BBC is through the television licence, costing £145.50 per year per household since April 2010. Such a licence is required to legally receive broadcast television across the UK, the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man. No licence is required to own a television used for other means, or for sound only radio sets (though a separate licence for these was also required for non-TV households until 1971). The cost of a television licence is set by the government and enforced by the criminal law. A discount is available for households with only black-and-white television sets. A 50% discount is also offered to people who are registered blind or severely visually impaired,[66] and the licence is completely free for any household containing anyone aged 75 or over. As a result of the UK Government's recent spending review, an agreement has been reached between the government and the corporation in which the current licence fee will remain frozen at the current level until the Royal Charter is renewed at the beginning of 2017.[67]

The revenue is collected privately[clarification needed[image: External link]] and is paid into the central government Consolidated Fund[image: External link], a process defined in the Communications Act 2003[image: External link]. The BBC pursues its licence fee collection and enforcement under the trading name "TV Licensing". TV Licensing collection is currently carried out by Capita, an outside agency. Funds are then allocated by the Department of Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) and the Treasury and approved by Parliament via legislation. Additional revenues are paid by the Department for Work and Pensions to compensate for subsidised licences for eligible over-75-year-olds.

The licence fee is classified as a tax,[68] and its evasion is a criminal offence. Since 1991, collection and enforcement of the licence fee has been the responsibility of the BBC in its role as TV Licensing Authority.[69] Thus, the BBC is a major prosecuting authority in England and Wales and an investigating authority in the UK as a whole. The BBC carries out surveillance (mostly using subcontractors) on properties (under the auspices of the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 2000[image: External link]) and may conduct searches of a property using a search warrant.[70] According to the BBC, "more than 204,000 people in the UK were caught watching TV without a licence during the first six months of 2012."[71] Licence fee evasion makes up around one tenth of all cases prosecuted in magistrates' courts.[72]

Income from commercial enterprises and from overseas sales of its catalogue of programmes has substantially increased over recent years,[73] with BBC Worldwide[image: External link] contributing some £145 million to the BBC's core public service business.

According to the BBC's 2013/14 Annual Report, its total income was £5 billion (£5.066 billion),[1] which can be broken down as follows:


	£3.726 billion in licence fees collected from householders;

	£1.023 billion from the BBC's Commercial Businesses;

	£244.6 million from government grants, of which £238.5 million is from the Foreign and Commonwealth Office[image: External link] for the BBC World Service[image: External link];

	£72.1 million from other income, such as rental collections and royalties from overseas broadcasts of programming.[1]




The licence fee has, however, attracted criticism. It has been argued that in an age of multi stream, multi-channel availability, an obligation to pay a licence fee is no longer appropriate. The BBC's use of private sector company Capita Group[image: External link] to send letters to premises not paying the licence fee has been criticised, especially as there have been cases where such letters have been sent to premises which are up to date with their payments, or do not require a TV licence.[74]

The BBC uses advertising campaigns to inform customers of the requirement to pay the licence fee. Past campaigns have been criticised by Conservative[image: External link] MP Boris Johnson[image: External link] and former MP Ann Widdecombe[image: External link], for having a threatening nature and language used to scare evaders into paying.[75][76] Audio clips and television broadcasts are used to inform listeners of the BBC's comprehensive database.[77] There are a number of pressure groups campaigning on the issue of the licence fee.[78]

The majority of the BBC's commercial output comes from its commercial arm BBC Worldwide[image: External link] who sell programmes abroad and exploit key brands for merchandise. Of their 2012/13 sales, 27% were centred on the five key 'superbrands' of Doctor Who[image: External link], Top Gear[image: External link], Strictly Come Dancing[image: External link] (known as Dancing with the Stars[image: External link] internationally), the BBC's archive of natural history programming (collected under the umbrella of BBC Earth[image: External link]) and the, now sold, travel guide brand Lonely Planet[image: External link].[79]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
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The following expenditure figures are from 2012/13[80] and show the expenditure of each service they are obliged to provide:



	Department
	Total cost ( £million[image: External link])



	
Television[image: External link] including BBC Red Button[image: External link]

	2,471.5



	Radio[image: External link]
	669.5



	BBC Online[image: External link]
	176.6



	Licence Fee Collection
	111.1



	Orchestras and Performing Groups[image: External link]
	29.2



	S4C[image: External link]
	30



	Digital switchover[image: External link]
	56.9



	Restructuring
	23.1



	Property
	181.6



	Technology
	175.1



	BBC Trust[image: External link]
	11.9



	Libraries, Learning support and Community events
	33.6



	Other, including training, marketing, finance and policy
	925.9



	Total
	4,896




A significantly large portion of the BBC's income is spent on the corporation's Television and Radio services with each service having a different budget based upon their content.[80]



	Service
	2012/13 total cost

( £million[image: External link])
	Comparison with

2011/12 (£million)



	
BBC One Including Regions
	1,463.2
	+ 125.6



	BBC Two[image: External link]
	543.1
	+ 6



	BBC Three[image: External link]
	121.7
	+ 8.8



	BBC Four[image: External link]
	70.2
	+ 2.4



	CBBC[image: External link]
	108.7
	+ 1.4



	CBeebies[image: External link]
	43
	+ 0.6



	BBC News[image: External link]
	61.5
	+ 4



	BBC Parliament[image: External link]
	10.5
	+ 1.2



	BBC Alba[image: External link]
	7.8
	– 0.2



	BBC Red Button[image: External link]
	41.8
	+ 4.6



	Total
	2,471.5
	+ 136.6






	Service
	2012/13 total cost

( £million[image: External link])
	Comparison with

2011/12 (£million)



	BBC Radio 1[image: External link]
	54.2
	+ 3.6



	BBC Radio 1Xtra[image: External link]
	11.8
	+ 0.7



	BBC Radio 2[image: External link]
	62.1
	+ 1.6



	BBC Radio 3[image: External link]
	54.3
	+ 1.8



	BBC Radio 4
	122.1
	+ 6.2



	BBC Radio 4 Extra[image: External link]
	7.2
	– 1



	BBC Radio 5 Live[image: External link]
	76
	+ 6.7



	BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra[image: External link]
	5.6
	+ 0.3



	BBC Radio 6 Music[image: External link]
	11.5
	– 0.2



	BBC Asian Network[image: External link]
	13
	0



	BBC Local Radio[image: External link]
	152.5
	+ 6



	BBC Radio Scotland[image: External link]
	32.7
	+ 0.6



	BBC Radio nan Gàidheal[image: External link]
	6.3
	+ 0.3



	BBC Radio Wales[image: External link]
	18.8
	+ 1.1



	BBC Radio Cymru[image: External link]
	17.6
	+ 1.7



	
BBC Radio Ulster[image: External link] and BBC Radio Foyle[image: External link]

	23.8
	0



	Total
	669.5
	+ 29.4
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 Headquarters and regional offices




Main article: List of BBC properties[image: External link]


Further information: Broadcasting House[image: External link], Broadcasting House (Belfast)[image: External link], Broadcasting House (Cardiff)[image: External link], BBC Television Centre[image: External link]


Broadcasting House[image: External link] in Portland Place[image: External link], London, is the official headquarters of the BBC. It is home to six of the ten BBC national radio networks, BBC Radio 1, BBC Radio 1xtra, BBC Asian Network, BBC Radio 3[image: External link], BBC Radio 4, and BBC Radio 4 Extra[image: External link]. It is also the home of BBC News[image: External link], which relocated to the building from BBC Television Centre[image: External link] in 2013. On the front of the building are statues of Prospero[image: External link] and Ariel[image: External link], characters from William Shakespeare's play The Tempest[image: External link], sculpted by Eric Gill[image: External link]. Renovation of Broadcasting House began in 2002, and was completed in 2013.

Until it closed at the end of March 2013,[81] BBC Television[image: External link] was based at BBC Television Centre[image: External link], a purpose built television facility and the second built in the country located in White City, London[image: External link]. This facility has been host to a number of famous guests and programmes through the years, and its name and image is familiar with many British citizens. Nearby, the BBC White City[image: External link] complex contains numerous programme offices, housed in Centre House, the Media Centre and Broadcast Centre. It is in this area around Shepherd's Bush[image: External link] that the majority of BBC employees work.

As part of a major reorganisation of BBC property, the entire BBC News operation relocated from the News Centre at BBC Television Centre[image: External link] to the refurbished Broadcasting House to create what is being described as "one of the world's largest live broadcast centres".[82] The BBC News Channel[image: External link] and BBC World News[image: External link] relocated to the premises in early 2013.[83] Broadcasting House is now also home to most of the BBC's national radio stations, and the BBC World Service[image: External link]. The major part of this plan involves the demolition of the two post-war extensions to the building and construction of an extension[84] designed by Sir Richard MacCormac[image: External link] of MJP Architects[image: External link]. This move will concentrate the BBC's London operations, allowing them to sell Television Centre[image: External link], which is expected to be completed by 2016.[85]

In addition to the scheme above, the BBC is in the process of making and producing more programmes outside London, involving production centres such as Belfast[image: External link], Cardiff[image: External link], Glasgow[image: External link], Newcastle and, most notably, in Greater Manchester[image: External link] as part of the 'BBC North Project' scheme where several major departments, including BBC North West[image: External link], BBC Manchester[image: External link], BBC Sport[image: External link], BBC Children's[image: External link], CBeebies[image: External link], Radio 5 Live[image: External link], BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra[image: External link], BBC Breakfast[image: External link], BBC Learning[image: External link] and the BBC Philharmonic[image: External link] have all moved from their previous locations in either London or New Broadcasting House[image: External link], Manchester to the new 200-acre (80ha) MediaCityUK[image: External link] production facilities in Salford[image: External link], that form part of the large BBC North Group[image: External link] division and will therefore become the biggest staffing operation outside London.[86][87]

As well as the two main sites in London (Broadcasting House and White City), there are seven other important BBC production centres in the UK, mainly specialising in different productions. Broadcasting House Cardiff[image: External link], has been home to BBC Cymru Wales[image: External link], which specialises in drama production. Open since October 2011, and containing 7 new studios, Roath Lock[88] is notable as the home of productions such as Doctor Who[image: External link] and Casualty[image: External link]. Broadcasting House Belfast[image: External link], home to BBC Northern Ireland[image: External link], specialises in original drama and comedy, and has taken part in many co-productions with independent companies and notably with RTÉ[image: External link] in the Republic of Ireland. BBC Scotland[image: External link], based in Pacific Quay, Glasgow[image: External link] is a large producer of programmes for the network, including several quiz shows. In England, the larger regions also produce some programming.

Previously, the largest 'hub' of BBC programming from the regions[image: External link] is BBC North West[image: External link]. At present they produce all Religious and Ethical programmes on the BBC, as well as other programmes such as A Question of Sport[image: External link]. However, this is to be merged and expanded under the BBC North[image: External link] project, which involved the region moving from New Broadcasting House[image: External link], Manchester, to MediaCityUK[image: External link]. BBC Midlands[image: External link], based at The Mailbox[image: External link] in Birmingham, also produces drama and contains the headquarters for the English regions[image: External link] and the BBC's daytime output. Other production centres include Broadcasting House Bristol[image: External link], home of BBC West[image: External link] and famously the BBC Natural History Unit[image: External link] and to a lesser extent, Quarry Hill[image: External link] in Leeds, home of BBC Yorkshire[image: External link]. There are also many smaller local and regional studios throughout the UK, operating the BBC regional television services and the BBC Local Radio[image: External link] stations.

The BBC also operates several news gathering centres in various locations around the world, which provide news coverage of that region to the national and international news operations.
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 Technology (Atos service)




In 2004, the BBC contracted out its former BBC Technology division to the German engineering and electronics company Siemens IT Solutions and Services[image: External link] (SIS), outsourcing[image: External link] its IT[image: External link], telephony[image: External link] and broadcast technology[image: External link] systems.[41] When Atos Origin acquired the SIS division from Siemens[image: External link] in December 2010 for €850 million (£720m),[89] the BBC support contract also passed to Atos[image: External link], and in July 2011, the BBC announced to staff that its technology support would become an Atos service.[42] Siemens staff working on the BBC contract were transferred to Atos and BBC technology systems (including the BBC website[image: External link]) are now managed by Atos. In 2011, the BBC's Chief Financial Officer[image: External link] Zarin Patel[image: External link] stated to the House of Commons[image: External link] Public Accounts Committee[image: External link] that, following criticism of the BBC's management of major IT projects with Siemens (such as the Digital Media Initiative[image: External link]), the BBC partnership with Atos would be instrumental in achieving cost savings of around £64 million as part of the BBC's "Delivering Quality First" programme.[90] In 2012, the BBC's Chief Technology Officer[image: External link], John Linwood, expressed confidence in service improvements to the BBC's technology provision brought about by Atos. He also stated that supplier accountability had been strengthened following some high-profile technology failures which had taken place during the partnership with Siemens.[91]
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 Television




Main article: BBC Television[image: External link]


The BBC operates several television channels in the UK of which BBC One and BBC Two[image: External link] are the flagship television channels. In addition to these two flagship channels, the BBC operates several digital[image: External link] only stations: BBC Four[image: External link], BBC News[image: External link], BBC Parliament[image: External link], and two children's channels, CBBC[image: External link] and CBeebies[image: External link]. Digital television is now in widespread use in the UK, with analogue transmission completely phased out by December 2012.[94] It also operates the internet television[image: External link] service BBC Three[image: External link], which ceased broadcasting as a linear television channel[image: External link] in February 2016.

BBC One is a regionalised TV service which provides opt-outs throughout the day for local news and other local programming. These variations are more pronounced in the BBC 'Nations', i.e. Northern Ireland[image: External link], Scotland[image: External link] and Wales[image: External link], where the presentation is mostly carried out locally on BBC One and Two, and where programme schedules can vary largely from that of the network. BBC Two variations exist in the Nations; however, English regions[image: External link] today rarely have the option to 'opt out' as regional programming now only exists on BBC One. BBC Two was also the first channel to be transmitted on 625 lines in 1964, then carry a small-scale regular colour service from 1967. BBC One would follow in November 1969.

A new Scottish Gaelic[image: External link] television channel, BBC Alba[image: External link], was launched in September 2008. It is also the first multi-genre channel to come entirely from Scotland with almost all of its programmes made in Scotland. The service was initially only available via satellite[image: External link] but since June 2011 has been available to viewers in Scotland on Freeview[image: External link] and cable television.[95]

The BBC currently operates HD[image: External link] simulcasts of all its nationwide channels with the exception of BBC Parliament[image: External link]. Until 26 March 2013, a separate channel called BBC HD[image: External link] was available, in place of BBC Two HD[image: External link]. It launched on 9 June 2006, following a 12-month trial of the broadcasts. It became a proper channel in 2007, and screened HD programmes as simulcasts of the main network, or as repeats. The corporation has been producing programmes in the format for many years, and stated that it hoped to produce 100% of new programmes in HDTV by 2010.[96] On 3 November 2010, a high-definition simulcast of BBC One was launched, entitled BBC One HD[image: External link], and BBC Two HD[image: External link] launched on 26 March 2013, replacing BBC HD[image: External link].

In the Republic of Ireland, Belgium, the Netherlands and Switzerland, the BBC channels are available in a number of ways. In these countries digital and cable operators carry a range of BBC channels. These include BBC One, BBC Two and BBC World News, although viewers in the Republic of Ireland may receive BBC services via 'overspill' from transmitters in Northern Ireland or Wales, or via 'deflectors' – transmitters in the Republic which rebroadcast broadcasts from the UK,[97] received off-air, or from digital satellite.

Since 1975, the BBC has also provided its TV programmes to the British Forces Broadcasting Service (BFBS)[image: External link], allowing members of UK military[image: External link] serving abroad to watch them on four dedicated TV channels. From 27 March 2013, BFBS will carry versions of BBC One and BBC Two[image: External link], which will include children's programming from CBBC[image: External link], as well as carrying programming from BBC Three[image: External link] on a new channel called BFBS Extra[image: External link].

Since 2008, all the BBC channels are available to watch online through the BBC iPlayer[image: External link] service. This online streaming ability came about following experiments with live streaming, involving streaming certain channels in the UK.[98]

In February 2014, Director-General Tony Hall announced that the corporation needed to save £100 million. In March 2014, the BBC confirmed plans for BBC Three to become an internet-only channel.[99]
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 Genome Project




Main article: BBC Genome Project[image: External link]


In December 2012, the BBC completed a digitisation exercise, scanning the listings of all BBC programmes from an entire run of about 4,500 copies of the Radio Times[image: External link] magazine from the first, 1923, issue to 2009 (later listings already being held electronically), the 'BBC Genome project', with a view to creating an online database of its programme output.[100] An earlier ten months of listings are to be obtained from other sources.[100] They identified around five million programmes, involving 8.5 million actors, presenters, writers and technical staff.[100] The Genome project was opened to public access on 15 October 2014, with corrections to OCR errors and changes to advertised schedules being crowdsourced[image: External link].[101]
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 Radio




Main articles: BBC Radio[image: External link] and BBC Local Radio[image: External link]


The BBC has ten radio stations serving the whole of the UK, a further six stations in the "national regions" ( Wales[image: External link], Scotland[image: External link], and Northern Ireland[image: External link]), and 40 other local stations serving defined areas of England. Of the ten national stations, five are major stations and are available on FM[image: External link] and/or AM[image: External link] as well as on DAB[image: External link] and online. These are BBC Radio 1[image: External link], offering new music and popular styles and being notable for its chart show; BBC Radio 2[image: External link], playing Adult contemporary[image: External link], country and soul music amongst many other genres; BBC Radio 3[image: External link], presenting classical and jazz music together with some spoken-word programming of a cultural nature in the evenings; BBC Radio 4, focusing on current affairs, factual and other speech-based programming, including drama and comedy; and BBC Radio 5 Live[image: External link], broadcasting 24-hour news, sport and talk programmes.

In addition to these five stations, the BBC also runs a further five stations that broadcast on DAB and online only. These stations supplement and expand on the big five stations, and were launched in 2002. BBC Radio 1Xtra[image: External link] sisters Radio 1, and broadcasts new black music and urban tracks. BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra[image: External link] sisters 5 Live and offers extra sport analysis, including broadcasting sports that previously were not covered. BBC Radio 6 Music[image: External link] offers alternative music genres and is notable as a platform for new artists.

BBC Radio 7[image: External link], later renamed BBC Radio 4 Extra[image: External link], provided archive drama, comedy and children's programming. Following the change to Radio 4 Extra, the service has dropped a defined children's strand in favour of family-friendly drama and comedy. In addition, new programmes to complement Radio 4 programmes were introduced such as Ambridge Extra[image: External link], and Desert Island Discs revisited. The final station is the BBC Asian Network[image: External link], providing music, talk and news to this section of the community. This station evolved out of Local radio stations serving certain areas, and as such this station is available on Medium Wave[image: External link] frequency in some areas of the Midlands.

As well as the national stations, the BBC also provides 40 BBC Local Radio[image: External link] stations in England and the Channel Islands, each named for and covering a particular city and its surrounding area (e.g. BBC Radio Bristol[image: External link]), county or region (e.g. BBC Three Counties Radio[image: External link]), or geographical area (e.g. BBC Radio Solent[image: External link] covering the central south coast). A further six stations broadcast in what the BBC terms "the national regions": Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland. These are BBC Radio Wales[image: External link] (in English), BBC Radio Cymru[image: External link] (in Welsh[image: External link]), BBC Radio Scotland[image: External link] (in English), BBC Radio nan Gaidheal[image: External link] (in Scottish Gaelic[image: External link]), BBC Radio Ulster[image: External link], and BBC Radio Foyle[image: External link], the latter being an opt-out station from Radio Ulster for the north-west of Northern Ireland.

The BBC's UK national channels are also broadcast in the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man (although these Crown dependencies[image: External link] are outside the UK), and in the former there are two local stations – BBC Guernsey[image: External link] and BBC Radio Jersey[image: External link]. There is no BBC local radio station, however, in the Isle of Man, partly because the island has long been served by the popular independent commercial station, Manx Radio[image: External link], which predates the existence of BBC Local Radio. BBC services in the dependencies are financed from television licence[image: External link] fees which are set at the same level as those payable in the UK, although collected locally. This is the subject of some controversy in the Isle of Man since, as well as having no BBC Local Radio service, the island also lacks a local television news service analogous to that provided by BBC Channel Islands[image: External link].[102]

For a worldwide audience, the BBC World Service[image: External link] provides news, current affairs and information in 28 languages, including English, around the world and is available in over 150 capital cities. It is broadcast worldwide on shortwave[image: External link] radio, DAB and online and has an estimated weekly audience of 192 million, and its websites have an audience of 38 million people per week.[103] Since 2005, it is also available on DAB in the UK, a step not taken before, due to the way it is funded. The service is funded by a Parliamentary Grant-in-Aid, administered by the Foreign Office[image: External link]; however, following the Government's spending review in 2011, this funding will cease, and it will be funded for the first time through the Licence fee.[104][105] In recent years, some services of the World Service have been reduced; the Thai[image: External link] service ended in 2006,[106] as did the Eastern European languages, with resources diverted instead into the new BBC Arabic Television[image: External link].[107]

Historically, the BBC was the only legal radio broadcaster based in the UK mainland until 1967, when University Radio York (URY)[image: External link], then under the name Radio York, was launched as the first, and now oldest, legal independent radio station in the country. However, the BBC did not enjoy a complete monopoly before this as several Continental stations, such as Radio Luxembourg[image: External link], had broadcast programmes in English to Britain since the 1930s and the Isle of Man-based Manx Radio[image: External link] began in 1964. Today, despite the advent of commercial radio[image: External link], BBC radio stations remain among the most listened to in the country, with Radio 2 having the largest audience share (up to 16.8% in 2011–12) and Radios 1 and 4 ranked second and third in terms of weekly reach[image: External link].[108]

BBC programming is also available to other services and in other countries. Since 1943, the BBC has provided radio programming to the British Forces Broadcasting Service[image: External link], which broadcasts in countries where British troops are stationed. BBC Radio 1[image: External link] is also carried in the United States and Canada[image: External link] on Sirius XM Radio[image: External link] (online streaming only).

The BBC is a patron of The Radio Academy[image: External link].[109]
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Main article: BBC News[image: External link]


BBC News is the largest broadcast news gathering operation in the world,[110] providing services to BBC domestic radio as well as television networks such as the BBC News[image: External link], BBC Parliament[image: External link] and BBC World News[image: External link]. In addition to this, news stories are available on the BBC Red Button[image: External link] service and BBC News Online[image: External link]. In addition to this, the BBC has been developing new ways to access BBC News, as a result has launched the service on BBC Mobile, making it accessible to mobile phones and PDAs, as well as developing alerts by e-mail, digital television, and on computers through a desktop alert[image: External link].

Ratings figures suggest that during major incidents such as the 7 July 2005 London bombings[image: External link] or royal events, the UK audience overwhelmingly turns to the BBC's coverage as opposed to its commercial rivals.[111] On 7 July 2005, the day that there were a series of coordinated bomb blasts on London's public transport system, the BBC Online[image: External link] website recorded an all time bandwidth[image: External link] peak of 11  Gb[image: External link]/s at 12.00 on 7 July. BBC News received some 1 billion total hits on the day of the event (including all images, text and HTML[image: External link]), serving some 5.5 terabytes[image: External link] of data. At peak times during the day there were 40,000 page requests per second for the BBC News website. The previous day's announcement of the 2012 Olympics[image: External link] being awarded to London caused a peak of around 5 Gbit/s. The previous all-time high at BBC Online[image: External link] was caused by the announcement of the Michael Jackson verdict, which used 7.2 Gbit/s.[112]
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 Internet




Main article: BBC Online[image: External link]


The BBC's online presence includes a comprehensive news website[image: External link] and archive. It was launched as BBC Online, before being renamed BBCi, then bbc.co.uk, before it was rebranded back as BBC Online. The website is funded by the Licence fee, but uses GeoIP[image: External link] technology, allowing advertisements to be carried on the site when viewed outside of the UK.[113] The BBC claims the site to be "Europe's most popular content-based site"[114] and states that 13.2 million people in the UK visit the site's more than two million pages each day.[115] According to Alexa's[image: External link] TrafficRank system, in July 2008 BBC Online was the 27th most popular English Language website in the world,[116] and the 46th most popular overall.[117]

The centre of the website is the Homepage, which features a modular layout. Users can choose which modules, and which information, is displayed on their homepage, allowing the user to customise it. This system was first launched in December 2007, becoming permanent in February 2008, and has undergone a few aesthetical changes since then.[118] The Homepage then has links to other micro-sites, such as BBC News Online[image: External link], Sport[image: External link], Weather[image: External link], TV and Radio. As part of the site, every programme on BBC Television or Radio is given its own page, with bigger programmes getting their own micro-site, and as a result it is often common for viewers and listeners to be told website addresses[image: External link] (URLs) for the programme website.

Another large part of the site also allows users to watch and listen to most Television and Radio output live and for seven days after broadcast using the BBC iPlayer[image: External link] platform, which launched on 27 July 2007, and initially used peer-to-peer[image: External link] and DRM[image: External link] technology to deliver both radio and TV content of the last seven days for offline use for up to 30 days, since then video is now streamed directly. Also, through participation in the Creative Archive Licence[image: External link] group, bbc.co.uk allowed legal downloads of selected archive material via the internet.[119]

The BBC has often included learning as part of its online service, running services such as BBC Jam[image: External link], Learning Zone Class Clips[image: External link] and also runs services such as BBC WebWise[image: External link] and First Click which are designed to teach people how to use the internet. BBC Jam[image: External link] was a free online service, delivered through broadband and narrowband connections, providing high-quality interactive resources designed to stimulate learning at home and at school. Initial content was made available in January 2006; however, BBC Jam was suspended on 20 March 2007 due to allegations made to the European Commission[image: External link] that it was damaging the interests of the commercial sector of the industry.[120]

In recent years, some major on-line companies and politicians have complained that BBC Online receives too much funding from the television licence, meaning that other websites are unable to compete with the vast amount of advertising-free on-line content available on BBC Online.[121] Some have proposed that the amount of licence fee money spent on BBC Online should be reduced—either being replaced with funding from advertisements or subscriptions, or a reduction in the amount of content available on the site.[122] In response to this the BBC carried out an investigation, and has now set in motion a plan to change the way it provides its online services. BBC Online will now attempt to fill in gaps in the market, and will guide users to other websites for currently existing market provision. (For example, instead of providing local events information and timetables, users will be guided to outside websites already providing that information.) Part of this plan included the BBC closing some of its websites, and rediverting money to redevelop other parts.[123][124]

On 26 February 2010, The Times claimed that Mark Thompson[image: External link], Director General of the BBC, proposed that the BBC's web output should be cut by 50%, with online staff numbers and budgets reduced by 25% in a bid to scale back BBC operations and allow commercial rivals more room.[125] On 2 March 2010, the BBC reported that it will cut its website spending by 25% and close BBC 6 Music and Asian Network, as part of Mark Thompson's plans to make "a smaller, fitter BBC for the digital age".[126][127]
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 Interactive television




Main article: BBC Red Button[image: External link]


BBC Red Button is the brand name for the BBC's interactive[image: External link] digital television[image: External link] services, which are available through Freeview[image: External link] (digital terrestrial), as well as Freesat[image: External link], Sky[image: External link] (satellite), and Virgin Media[image: External link] (cable). Unlike Ceefax[image: External link], the service's analogue counterpart, BBC Red Button is able to display full-colour graphics, photographs, and video, as well as programmes and can be accessed from any BBC channel. The service carries News, Weather and Sport 24 hours a day, but also provides extra features related to programmes specific at that time. Examples include viewers to play along at home to gameshows, to give, voice and vote on opinions to issues, as used alongside programmes such as Question Time[image: External link]. At some points in the year, when multiple sporting events occur, some coverage of less mainstream sports or games are frequently placed on the Red Button for viewers to watch. Frequently, other features are added unrelated to programmes being broadcast at that time, such as the broadcast of the Doctor Who[image: External link] animated episode Dreamland[image: External link] in November 2009.
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 Music




The BBC employs staff orchestras, a choir, and supports two amateur choruses, based in BBC venues across the UK; the BBC Symphony Orchestra[image: External link], the BBC Singers[image: External link], BBC Symphony Chorus[image: External link] and BBC Big Band[image: External link] based in London, the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra[image: External link] in Glasgow, the BBC Philharmonic[image: External link] in Manchester, the BBC Concert Orchestra[image: External link] based in Watford and the BBC National Orchestra of Wales[image: External link] in Cardiff. It also buys a selected number of broadcasts from the Ulster Orchestra[image: External link] in Belfast. Many famous musicians of every genre have played at the BBC, such as The Beatles (The Beatles Live at the BBC is one of their many albums). The BBC is also responsible for the United Kingdom coverage of the Eurovision Song Contest[image: External link], a show with which the broadcaster has been associated for over 50 years. The BBC also operates the division of BBC Audiobooks sometimes found in association with Chivers Audiobooks.
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 Other




The BBC operates other ventures in addition to their broadcasting arm. In addition to broadcasting output on television and radio, some programmes are also displayed on the BBC Big Screens[image: External link] located in several central-city locations. The BBC and the Foreign and Commonwealth Office[image: External link] also jointly run BBC Monitoring[image: External link], which monitors radio, television, the press and the internet worldwide. The BBC also developed several computers throughout the 1980s, most notably the BBC Micro[image: External link], which ran alongside the corporation's educational aims and programming.

In 1951, in conjunction with Oxford University Press[image: External link] the BBC published The BBC Hymn Book which was intended to be used by radio listeners to follow hymns being broadcast. The book was published both with and without music, the music edition being entitled The BBC Hymn Book with Music.[128] The book contained 542 popular hymns.
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 Ceefax




Main article: Ceefax[image: External link]


The BBC provided the world's first teletext service called Ceefax[image: External link] (near-homonymous with "See Facts") on 23 September 1974 until 23 October 2012 on the BBC 1[image: External link] analogue channel then later on BBC 2[image: External link]. It showed informational pages such as News, Sport and the Weather. on New Year's Eve in 1974, competition from ITV[image: External link]'s Oracle[image: External link] tried to compete with Ceefax. Oracle closed on New Year's Eve, 1992. During its lifetime it attracted millions of viewers, right up to 2012, prior to the digital switchover in the United Kingdom[image: External link]. It ceased transmission at 23:32:19 BST on 23 October 2012 after 38 years. Since then, the BBC's Red Button Service[image: External link] has provided a digital-like information system that replaced Ceefax.
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 Upcoming online video streaming service




The BBC have announced a new upcoming online video streaming service, currently known by the name Britflix.[129][130]
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 Commercial activities




Main article: BBC Worldwide[image: External link]


BBC Worldwide Limited is the wholly owned commercial subsidiary of the BBC, responsible for the commercial exploitation of BBC programmes and other properties, including a number of television stations throughout the world. It was formed following the restructuring of its predecessor, BBC Enterprises, in 1995.

The company owns and administers a number of commercial stations around the world operating in a number of territories and on a number of different platforms. The channel BBC Entertainment[image: External link] shows current and archive entertainment programming to viewers in Europe, Africa, Asia and the Middle East, with the BBC Worldwide channels BBC America[image: External link] and BBC Canada[image: External link] (Joint venture with Corus Entertainment[image: External link]) showing similar programming in the North America region and BBC UKTV[image: External link] in the Australasia region. The company also airs two channels aimed at children, an international CBeebies[image: External link] channel and BBC Kids[image: External link], a joint venture with Knowledge Network Corporation[image: External link], which airs programmes under the CBeebies and BBC K brands. The company also runs the channels BBC Knowledge[image: External link], broadcasting factual and learning programmes, and BBC Lifestyle[image: External link], broadcasting programmes based on themes of Food, Style and Wellbeing. In addition to this, BBC Worldwide runs an international version of the channel BBC HD[image: External link], and provides HD simulcasts of the channels BBC Knowledge and BBC America.

BBC Worldwide also distributes the 24-hour international news channel BBC World News[image: External link]. The station is separate from BBC Worldwide to maintain the station's neutral point of view, but is distributed by BBC Worldwide. The channel itself is the oldest surviving entity of its kind, and has 50 foreign news bureaus and correspondents in nearly all countries in the world.[131] As officially surveyed it is available to more than 294 million households, significantly more than CNN[image: External link]'s estimated 200 million. [132] In addition to these international channels, BBC Worldwide also owns, together with Scripps Networks Interactive[image: External link], the UKTV[image: External link] network of ten channels. These channels contain BBC archive programming to be rebroadcast on their respective channels: Alibi[image: External link], crime dramas; Drama[image: External link], drama, launched in 2013; Dave[image: External link] (slogan: "The Home of Witty Banter"); Eden[image: External link], nature; Gold[image: External link], comedy; Good Food[image: External link], cookery; Home[image: External link], home and garden; Really[image: External link], female programming; Watch[image: External link], entertainment; and Yesterday[image: External link], history programming.

In addition to these channels, many BBC programmes are sold via BBC Worldwide to foreign television stations with comedy, documentaries and historical drama[image: External link] productions being the most popular. In addition, BBC television news appears nightly on many Public Broadcasting Service[image: External link] stations in the United States, as do reruns of BBC programmes such as EastEnders[image: External link], and in New Zealand on TVNZ 1[image: External link].

In addition to programming, BBC Worldwide produces material to accompany programmes. The company maintained the publishing arm of the BBC, BBC Magazines[image: External link], which published the Radio Times[image: External link] as well as a number of magazines that support BBC programming such as BBC Top Gear[image: External link], BBC Good Food[image: External link], BBC Sky at Night[image: External link], BBC History[image: External link], BBC Wildlife[image: External link] and BBC Music[image: External link]. BBC Magazines was sold to Exponent Private Equity in 2011, which merged it with Origin Publishing (previously owned by BBC Worldwide between 2004 and 2006) to form Immediate Media Company[image: External link].

BBC Worldwide also publishes books, to accompany programmes such as Doctor Who[image: External link] under the BBC Books[image: External link] brand, a publishing imprint majority owned by Random House[image: External link]. Soundtrack albums, talking books and sections of radio broadcasts are also sold under the brand BBC Records[image: External link], with DVDs also being sold and licensed in large quantities to consumers both in the UK and abroad under the 2 Entertain[image: External link] brand. Archive programming and classical music recordings are sold under the brand BBC Legends.
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 Cultural significance




Until the development, popularisation, and domination of television, radio was the broadcast medium upon which people in the United Kingdom relied. It "reached into every home in the land, and simultaneously united the nation, an important factor during the Second World War".[133] The BBC introduced the world's first "high-definition" 405-line television[image: External link] service in 1936. It suspended its television service during the Second World War and until 1946, but remained the only television broadcaster in the UK until 1955. "The BBC's monopoly was broken in 1955, with the introduction of Independent Television ( ITV[image: External link])".[134] This heralded the transformation of television into a popular and dominant medium. Nevertheless, "throughout the 1950s radio still remained the dominant source of broadcast comedy".[134] Further, the BBC was the only legal radio broadcaster until 1968 (when URY[image: External link] obtained their first licence).[135]

Despite the advent of commercial television and radio, the BBC has remained one of the main elements in British popular culture[image: External link] through its obligation to produce TV and radio programmes for mass audiences.[136][137] However, the arrival of BBC2 allowed the BBC also to make programmes for minority interests in drama, documentaries, current affairs, entertainment, and sport. Examples cited include the television series Civilisation[image: External link], Doctor Who[image: External link], I, Claudius[image: External link], Monty Python's Flying Circus[image: External link], Pot Black[image: External link], and Tonight[image: External link], but other examples can be given in each of these fields as shown by the BBC's entries in the British Film Institute[image: External link]'s 2000 list of the 100 Greatest British Television Programmes[image: External link].[138] The export of BBC programmes both through services like the BBC World Service[image: External link] and BBC World News[image: External link], as well as through the channels operated by BBC Worldwide[image: External link], means that audiences can consume BBC productions worldwide.

The term "BBC English" was used as an alternative name for Received Pronunciation[image: External link], and the English Pronouncing Dictionary uses the term "BBC Pronunciation" to label its recommendations.[139] However, the BBC itself now makes more use of regional accents[image: External link] in order to reflect the diversity of the UK, while continuing to expect clarity and fluency of its presenters.[140] From its "starchy" beginnings, the BBC has also become more inclusive, and now attempts to accommodate the interests of all strata of society and all minorities, because they all pay the licence fee.[141]

Competition from Independent Television[image: External link], Channel 4[image: External link], Sky[image: External link], and other broadcast-television stations has lessened the BBC's influence, but its public broadcasting remains a major influence on British popular culture.[136]
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 Attitudes toward the BBC in popular culture




Older domestic UK audiences often refer to the BBC as "the Beeb", a nickname originally coined by Peter Sellers[image: External link] on The Goon Show[image: External link] in the 1950s, when he referred to the "Beeb Beeb Ceeb". It was then borrowed, shortened and popularised by Kenny Everett[image: External link].[142] Another nickname, now less commonly used, is "Auntie", said to originate from the old-fashioned "Auntie knows best" attitude, or the idea of aunties and uncles who are present in the background of one's life (but possibly a reference to the "aunties" and "uncles" who presented children's programmes in the early days)[143] in the days when John Reith[image: External link], the BBC's first director general, was in charge. The two nicknames have also been used together as "Auntie Beeb".[144]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Criticism and controversies




Main articles: Criticism of the BBC[image: External link] and BBC controversies[image: External link]


The BBC has faced various accusations regarding many topics: the Iraq war, politics, ethics and religion, as well as funding and staffing. It also has been involved in numerous controversies because of its different, sometimes very controversial coverage of specific news stories and programming. In October 2014, the BBC Trust issued the "BBC complaints framework",[145] outlining complaints and appeals procedures. However, the regulatory oversight of the BBC may be transferred to OFCOM[image: External link]. The British "House of Commons[image: External link] Select Committee on Culture Media and Sport" recommended in its report "The Future of the BBC",[146] that OFCOM should become the final arbiter of complaints made about the BBC.[147]

Accusations of a bias against the government and the Conservative Party were often made against the Corporation by members of Margaret Thatcher[image: External link]'s 1980s Conservative government. BBC presenter Andrew Marr[image: External link] has said that "The BBC is not impartial or neutral. It has a liberal bias, not so much a party-political bias. It is better expressed as a cultural liberal bias."[148][149] Conversely, the BBC has been criticised by The Guardian columnist, Owen Jones[image: External link], who has said that "the truth is the BBC is stacked full of rightwingers."[150] Paul Mason[image: External link], the former Economics Editor of the BBC's Newsnight[image: External link] programme, has also criticised the BBC as "unionist" in relation to the BBC's coverage of the 2014 Scottish referendum campaign and " neo-liberal[image: External link]".[151] However, Peter Sissons[image: External link], a main news presenter at the BBC from 1989—2009, who from 1964—1989 worked as a journalist and then senior presenter at ITN[image: External link], latterly at Channel 4 News[image: External link], says "At the core of the BBC, in its very DNA, is a way of thinking that is firmly of the Left".[152] The BBC has also been characterised as a pro- monarchist[image: External link] institution.[153] The BBC was also accused of propaganda by journalist and author Toby Young[image: External link], due to what he believed to be an anti-Brexit approach including a whole day of live programming on migration.[154]

The BBC World Service was involved in the Kyrgyz revolution in April 2010. One of the news presenters and a producer of the BBC World Service language, was revealed to have participated in the opposition movement at the time, with the goal to overthrow the Kyrgyzstan government led by president Kurmanbek Bakiyev[image: External link] using BBC resources. The BBC producer resigned from his post in 2010 once the news of his participation in the revolution became public. The BBC World Service neither confirmed nor denied this story, nor did the service issue a statement about this story.[155]
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 Logos and symbols of the BBC




Main article: Logo of the BBC[image: External link]
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 See also





	List of companies based in London[image: External link]

	List of television programmes broadcast by the BBC[image: External link]

	Stations of the BBC[image: External link]

	The Green Book[image: External link]

	British television[image: External link]
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19 (Adele album)






19 is the debut studio album[image: External link] by British singer Adele. It was first released on 28 January 2008, through XL Recordings. Following Adele's graduation from the BRIT School for Performing Arts & Technology in May 2006, she began publishing songs and recorded a three-song demo for a class project and gave it to a friend. The friend posted the demo on Myspace, where it became very successful and led to interest from XL Recordings. This led to Adele signing a recording contract with the label and providing vocals for Jack Peñate[image: External link], during this session for Peñate's song she met producer Jim Abbiss[image: External link], who would go on to produce the majority of her debut album.

Adele wrote most of the album's material solely, but did work with a select few writers and producers including Jim Abbiss[image: External link], Eg White[image: External link] and Sacha Skarbek[image: External link]. Their collaborations created a blue-eyed soul album with lyrics describing heartbreak and relationship.[2] Upon release, 19 received generally positive reviews from critics, who praised the singer's vocals and noted her as having the "potential to become among the most respected and inspiring international artists of her generation."[3] 19 also won and was nominated for numerous accolades including a Mercury Prize, and the Grammy Award for Best New Artist.[4] The second single, "Chasing Pavements", also won the Grammy Award for Best Female Pop Vocal Performance at the 51st Annual Grammy Awards.[4]

Four singles were released from the album, with "Chasing Pavements" and "Make You Feel My Love[image: External link]" reaching the top ten on the UK Singles Chart[image: External link] and the former becoming Adele's first Billboard Hot 100 entry. 19 debuted at number one on the UK charts during its release,[5] and was certified seven times platinum[image: External link] by the British Phonographic Industry (BPI) with sales of over 2 million copies.[6] Peaking at number four on the US Billboard 200 in 2012, the album has also sold over 3 million copies in the United States[7] and an estimated 7 million copies worldwide.[8]



TOP
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 Background and recording




Adele graduated from the BRIT School for Performing Arts & Technology in Croydon in May 2006,[9] where she was a classmate of Leona Lewis and Jessie J.[10][11] Adele credits the school with nurturing her talent[2] even though, at the time, she was more interested in going into A&R and hoped to launch other people's careers.[10] Four months after graduation, she published two songs on the fourth issue of the online arts publication PlatformsMagazine.com.[12] She had recorded a three-song demo for a class project and given it to a friend.[10] The friend posted the demo on Myspace, where it became very successful and led to a phone call from Richard Russell, boss of the music label XL Recordings. She doubted if the offer was real because the only record company she knew was Virgin Records, and she took a friend with her to the meeting.[11][13]

Nick Huggett, at XL, recommended Adele to manager Jonathan Dickins at September Management, and in June 2006, Dickins became her official representative.[14] September was managing Jamie T at the time and this proved a major draw for Adele, a big fan of the British singer-songwriter. Huggett then signed Adele to XL in September 2006.[14] Adele provided vocals for Jack Peñate[image: External link]'s song, "My Yvonne," for his debut album, and it was during this session she first met producer Jim Abbiss[image: External link], who would go on to produce both the majority of her debut album, 19, and tracks on 21.[15] Adele recorded a cover of Bob Dylan's "Make You Feel My Love[image: External link]" on the recommendation of her manager Jonathan Dickins, who loved the song.[14]

The first single released from 19 was "Chasing Pavements", which Adele wrote in collaboration with Eg White[image: External link].[16] "Chasing Pavements" was inspired by an incident Adele had with a former boyfriend of six months.[10] After learning he had cheated on her, she went to the bar he was at and punched him in the face.[10] After being thrown out, Adele walked down the street alone and thought to herself, "What is it you're chasing? You're chasing an empty pavement."[2][17] She sang and recorded it on her mobile phone and arranged the chords when she got home.[10] Adele and White co-wrote two other songs for the album: "Melt My Heart to Stone[image: External link]" and "Tired".[16] She also collaborated with Sacha Skarbek[image: External link] on the single "Cold Shoulder".[16] However, most of the songs were written solely by Adele, including "Best for Last", "Crazy for You", "First Love", and "My Same", as well as her debut single, "Hometown Glory".[16] "Hometown Glory", was written by Adele in 10 minutes after her mother tried to persuade her to leave her home town of West Norwood in London for university.[18]
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 Release and promotion




In July 2008, Adele informed noted UK soul writer Pete Lewis of the award-winning Blues & Soul[image: External link] that the reason for naming her debut album '19' was to reflect her age while she was writing it: "I just kinda remember becoming a bit of a woman during that time. And I think that is definitely documented in the songs."[19] The Taiwanese edition was released on 5 March. As well as the standard track list, the album features three bonus tracks: "That's It I Quit I'm Movin' On" ("Chasing Pavements" B-side), "Now and Then" ("Cold Shoulder" B-side) and "Painting Pictures" ("Make You Feel My Love[image: External link]" B-side).[20] The Indonesian special edition was released on 3 March. As well as the standard track list, the album features a bonus video for "Chasing Pavements".[21]

By 2008, Adele had become the headliner and performed an acoustic set, in which she was supported by Damien Rice.[22][23] She embarked on a short North American tour in the same month,[24] and 19 was released in the US in June.[2] Billboard magazine stated of it: "Adele truly has potential to become among the most respected and inspiring international artists of her generation."[3] The An Evening with Adele world tour began in May 2008 and ended in June 2009.[25]

She later cancelled the 2008 US tour dates to be with a former boyfriend. She said in Nylon magazine in June 2009, "I'm like, 'I can't believe I did that.' It seems so ungrateful.... I was drinking far too much and that was kind of the basis of my relationship with this boy. I couldn't bear to be without him, so I was like, 'Well, OK, I'll just cancel my stuff then.'" By the middle of October 2008, Adele's attempt to break in America appeared to have failed.[26][27] But then she was booked as the musical guest on the 18 October 2008 episode of NBC's Saturday Night Live. The episode, which included an expected appearance by then US vice-presidential candidate Sarah Palin, earned the program its best ratings in 14 years with 17 million viewers. Adele performed "Chasing Pavements" and "Cold Shoulder,"[28] and the following day, 19 topped the iTunes charts and ranked at number five at Amazon.com while "Chasing Pavements" rose into the top 25.[29] The album reached number 11 on the Billboard 200 as a result, a jump of 35 places over the previous week.[30]
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 Critical reception




19 received generally positive reviews from critics. The album holds a 68 out of 100 rating, based on 19 critical reviews, at Metacritic[image: External link].[31] The Observer's Caspar Llewellyn Smith wrote in his review, "The way [Adele] stretched the vowels, her wonderful soulful phrasing, the sheer unadulterated pleasure of her voice, stood out all the more; little doubt that she's a rare singer, which another track first available on her MySpace site, 'Daydreamer', confirmed" they gave the album a five-star response.[37] "Pitching up somewhere between blues, folk[image: External link] and jazz[image: External link], she's included something for everyone without ever pandering to a particular trend", wrote Chris Long from BBC Music[image: External link]. "Her melodies exude warmth, her singing is occasionally stunning and, in the dramatic Hometown Glory, the spiky cool of Cold Shoulder (which is unexpectedly reminiscent of Shara Nelson-era Massive Attack) and the piano epic Make You Feel My Love, she has tracks that make Lily Allen and Kate Nash sound every bit as ordinary as they are."[42] Chuck Taylor said in Billboard that "Adele truly has potential to become among the most respected and inspiring international artists of her generation."[3] Mikael Wood was less impressed in Entertainment Weekly[image: External link], writing that "Adele's songs aren't as sharp as Duffy[image: External link]'s...Still, her singing throughout is a thing to behold."[33] Uncut[image: External link] was more critical, believing that "Adele can certainly sing, but '19' reeks of some A&R trendhound making it his/her biz to sign The New Amy and not resting till s/he's found the right chick from South London to fit the bill".[43] According to NME, "as ‘19’ reveals itself, it’s clear that the Amy associations are little more than empty mediaspeak without any real weight. Despite the early indicators, there’s precious little on the album that prevents it from collapsing under the weight of its own expectation".[36]

Adele became the first recipient of the Brit Awards Critics' Choice and was named the number-one predicted breakthrough act of 2008 in an annual BBC poll of music critics, Sound of 2008.[44][45] The Times Encyclopedia of Modern Music named 19 an "essential" blue-eyed soul recording.[46] The album was nominated for the 2008 Mercury Prize in the category of Best Album.[47] She also won an Urban Music Award for "Best Jazz Act."[48] She also received a Q Awards nomination in the category of Breakthrough Act[49] and a Music of Black Origin nomination in the category of Best UK Female.[50] On 3 December 2008, the album spawned four Grammy Award nominations: Best New Artist, and Record of the Year, Song of the Year, and Best Female Pop Vocal Performance for "Chasing Pavements".[51] The following year, she received a second consecutive nomination for Best Female Pop Vocal Performance, for "Hometown Glory", but lost to " Halo[image: External link]" by Beyoncé[image: External link].

Her success occurred simultaneously with several other British female soul singers, with the British press dubbing her a new Amy Winehouse.[10] This was described as a third British Musical Invasion of the US.[11] However, Adele called the comparisons between her and other female soul singers lazy, noting "we're a gender, not a genre".[2][26][52] AllMusic wrote that "Adele is simply too magical to compare her to anyone."[53] Following the release of her debut album 19, Kanye West and Beyoncé were among the artists vocal in their praise of her music.[2] Beyoncé cited Adele as one of the influences for her fourth album, 4[image: External link].[54]
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 Commercial performance




In the United Kingdom, the album debuted at number one.[55] In the same week as 21 was released, 19 re-entered the UK Albums Chart[image: External link] at number 4, with sales of 25,419 copies.[56] On 6 February 2011, the album remained on the chart at number 4, with strengthening sales of 27,660 copies. It was the second best selling album of 2011 in the United Kingdom, behind 21, as it tripled its 2008 seven non-consecutive week-long top 10-visit with 21 straight weeks. As of March 2016, 19 has sold over 2,309,000 copies in the United Kingdom.[57] In Ireland, due to the success of 21, the album returned to its peak position of number 3 on the week ending 18 March 2011, three years after it originally peaked, just to set a new high at number 2 on the following week and to stay there for six non-consecutive weeks, behind 21. The album debuted at number 16 on the New Zealand Albums Chart[image: External link], due to the success of 21 and has peaked at number 3.[58] In March 2017, 19 returned to No. 5 in its 58th charting week with her other two albums in the top 5 as well.[59]

In the United States, 19 debuted at number 61 and remained in the lower ends of the Billboard 200 for many proceeding weeks. After a performance on the US show Saturday Night Live, it rose to number 46 and a week later to number 11 with 25,000+ copies sold. In 2009, after winning two Grammy Awards, the album rose to number 10 on the US Billboard 200 and total sales reached 843,880. In February 2012, 19 reached a new peak of number 4 on the Billboard 200, and the album is now a certified double platinum by the certified (RIAA) in the United States.[60] As of the week ending 24 April 2011, 19 was a number one on the Top Pop Catalog Albums[image: External link] for nine weeks, making it only the third album by a female artist to top that chart at least that long in the past 20 years.[61] On the following week, it stayed at number one on the chart, making it the first studio album doing so since Michael Jackson's Thriller 25[image: External link] was at number one for 11 weeks in 2008.[62] Months later, it had moved up from number 27 to number 16 on Billboard 200, topping the Top Pop Catalog Albums for the sixteenth week.[63]

In Australia, the album returned to the top 10, at No. 9, in its 74th charting week in March 2017 with her other studio albums 25 and 21 placed at No. 2 and 4 respectively.
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 Track listing






	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Daydreamer"
	Adele Adkins
	Jim Abbiss[image: External link]
	3:41



	2.
	"Best for Last"
	Adkins
	Abbiss
	4:19



	3.
	"Chasing Pavements"
	


	Adkins

	Eg White[image: External link]






	Eg White
	3:31



	4.
	"Cold Shoulder"
	


	Adkins

	Sacha Skarbek[image: External link]






	Mark Ronson
	3:12



	5.
	"Crazy for You"
	Adkins
	Abbiss
	3:28



	6.
	"Melt My Heart to Stone"
	


	Adkins

	White






	White
	3:24



	7.
	"First Love"
	Adkins
	Abbiss
	3:10



	8.
	"Right as Rain"
	


	Adkins

	Leon Michels

	Jeff Silverman

	Nick Movshon

	Clay Holley






	Abbiss
	3:17



	9.
	"Make You Feel My Love[image: External link]"
	Bob Dylan
	Abbiss
	3:32



	10.
	"My Same"
	Adkins
	Abbiss
	3:16



	11.
	"Tired"
	


	Adkins

	White






	White
	4:19



	12.
	"Hometown Glory"
	Adkins
	Abbiss
	4:31



	Total length:
	43:40






	Taiwan special edition



	No.
	Title
	Length



	13.
	"Chasing Pavements" (bonus enhanced video)

	 






	Japanese edition bonus tracks



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Length



	13.
	"Painting Pictures"
	Adkins
	3:34



	14.
	"Now and Then"
	Adkins
	3:24



	15.
	"That’s It, I Quit, I'm Moving On[image: External link]" (Sam Cooke[image: External link] cover)
	


	Del Serino

	Roy Alfred[image: External link]






	2:12



	Total length:
	52:50






	US limited edition bonus disc



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Right as Rain" (live)
	


	Adkins

	Michels

	Silverman

	Movshon

	Holley






	3:28



	2.
	"Melt My Heart to Stone" (live)
	


	Adkins

	White






	3:21



	3.
	"My Same" (live)
	Adkins
	3:02



	4.
	"That's It, I Quit, I'm Movin' On" (live Sam Cooke cover)
	


	Serino

	Alfred






	2:21



	5.
	"Chasing Pavements" (live)
	


	Adkins

	White






	3:49






	2009 Expanded edition bonus disc – acoustic set live from Hotel Café[image: External link], Los Angeles[image: External link], March 20, 2008



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Chasing Pavements"
	


	Adkins

	White






	3:52



	2.
	"Melt My Heart to Stone"
	


	Adkins

	White






	3:21



	3.
	"That's It, I Quit, I'm Movin' On"" (Sam Cooke cover)
	


	Serino

	Alfred






	2:07



	4.
	"Crazy for You"
	Adkins
	3:43



	5.
	"Right as Rain"
	


	Adkins

	Michels

	Silverman

	Movshon

	Holley






	3:32



	6.
	"My Same"
	Adkins
	3:05



	7.
	"Make You Feel My Love"
	Dylan
	3:52



	8.
	"Daydreamer"
	Adkins
	3:41



	9.
	"Hometown Glory"
	Adkins
	3:48



	10.
	"Many Shades of Black" (bonus track with The Raconteurs[image: External link])
	


	Brendan Benson[image: External link]

	Jack White






	4:28
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 Personnel






	
Adele Adkins – lead vocals, guitar (on "Daydreamer", "Crazy for You" and "My Same"), bass (on "Best for Last" and "Make You Feel My Love"), celesta[image: External link] (on "First Love"), cowbell (on "Right as Rain")

	
Jim Abbiss[image: External link] – glockenspiel[image: External link], producer, mixing

	Matt Allchin – guitar[image: External link]


	Helen Atkinson – assistant engineer

	Pete Biggins - drums, percussion ("on Cold Shoulder")

	
Neil Cowley[image: External link] – piano, Hammond organ[image: External link], Wurlitzer[image: External link]


	Rosie Danvers – string arrangements

	Tom Elmhirst – mixing

	Simon Hayes – mixing assistant

	Liam Howe – programming

	Sam Koppelman – glockenspiel

	Geoff Metcalfe – piano

	Serge Krebs – assistant engineer, mixing assistant

	Matt Lawrence – engineer

	Phil Lee – art direction[image: External link], design, photography

	Archibald Alexander MacKenzie – assistant engineer, mixing assistant

	
Wil Malone[image: External link] – string arrangements, string conductor, string writing

	Perry Mason – strings

	
Dom Morley[image: External link] – engineer

	Dan Parry – mixing assistant

	Matt Paul – assistant

	
Jack Peñate[image: External link] – backing vocals

	Fergus Peterkin – mixing assistant

	Seb Rochford - drums (on "My Same")

	
Mark Ronson – producer

	Louis "Kayel" Sharpe – drums[image: External link] (on "Right As Rain")

	Jason Silver – keyboards[image: External link]


	Michael Tighe – guitar

	Eg White – arranger, producer, performer

	Richard Wilkinson – engineer, mixing

	
Stuart Zender[image: External link] – bass

	Clay Wells Holley – engineer
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (2008–17)
	Peak

position



	
Australian Albums Chart[64]

	3



	
Austrian Albums Chart[64]

	29



	
Belgian Albums Chart[image: External link] (Flanders)[64]

	9



	
Belgian Albums Chart[image: External link] (Wallonia)[64]

	38



	
Brazilian Albums Chart[image: External link][65]

	5



	
Canadian Albums Chart[image: External link][66]

	4



	
Czech Albums Chart[67]

	10



	
Danish Albums Chart[64]

	14



	
Dutch Albums Chart[image: External link][68]

	1



	
Finnish Albums Chart[image: External link][69]

	26



	
French Albums Chart[image: External link][64]

	15



	
German Albums Chart[70]

	15



	
German Independent Chart[71]

	6



	
Greek Albums Chart[72]

	12



	
Hungarian Albums Chart[image: External link][73]

	25



	
Irish Albums Chart[image: External link][74]

	2



	
Italian Albums Chart[image: External link][75]

	20



	
Mexican Albums Chart[image: External link][76]

	35



	
Japanese Albums Chart[image: External link][77]

	38



	
New Zealand Albums Chart[image: External link][78]

	3



	
Norwegian Albums Chart[image: External link][64]

	7



	
Polish Albums Chart[image: External link][79]

	9



	
Portuguese Albums Chart[image: External link][64]

	27



	
Russian Albums Chart[image: External link][80]

	15



	
Scottish Albums Chart[image: External link][81]

	1



	
Spanish Albums Chart[image: External link][64]

	5



	
Swedish Albums Chart[image: External link][64]

	11



	
Swiss Albums Chart[image: External link][64]

	15



	
UK Albums Chart[image: External link][55]

	1



	US Billboard 200[82]

	4
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 Year-end charts






	Chart (2008)
	Rank



	
Belgium Albums Chart[image: External link] (Flanders)[83]

	74



	
Dutch Albums Chart[image: External link][84]

	12



	
French Albums Chart[image: External link][85]

	166



	
UK Albums Chart[image: External link][86]

	16



	Chart (2009)
	Rank



	Dutch Albums Chart[87]

	1



	UK Albums Chart[86]

	158



	Chart (2010)
	Rank



	Dutch Albums Chart[88]

	77



	UK Albums Chart[89]

	85



	Chart (2011)
	Rank



	
Australian Albums Chart[90]

	11



	
Dutch CombiAlbums Chart[image: External link][91]

	2



	French Albums Chart[92]

	56



	
German Albums Chart[image: External link][93]

	45



	
Irish Albums Chart[image: External link][94]

	4



	
New Zealand Albums Chart[image: External link][95]

	8



	
Polish Albums Chart[image: External link][96]

	60



	
Spanish Albums Chart[image: External link][97]

	38



	UK Albums Chart[98]

	4



	
US Billboard 200[99]

	37



	Chart (2012)
	Rank



	Australian Albums Chart[100]

	70



	
Argentinian Albums Chart[image: External link][101]

	34



	
Belgian Midprice Albums Chart[image: External link] (Flanders)[102]

	1



	
Belgian Midprice Albums Chart[image: External link] (Wallonia)[102]

	1



	Dutch Albums Chart[103]

	51



	French Albums Chart[104]

	58



	German Albums Chart[105]

	94



	
Hungarian Albums Chart[image: External link][106]

	96



	
Italian Albums Chart[image: External link][107]

	75



	New Zealand Albums Chart
	31



	Polish Albums Chart[108]

	5



	Spanish Albums Chart[109]

	19



	US Billboard 200[110]

	16



	
US Catalog Albums Chart[110]

	1



	Chart (2013)
	Position



	Belgian Midprice Albums Chart (Flanders)[111]

	3



	Belgian Midprice Albums Chart (Wallonia)[112]

	6



	US Billboard 200[113]

	171



	Chart (2016)
	Position



	Australian Albums Chart[114]

	93



	Danish Albums Chart[115]

	87



	US Billboard 200[116]

	126
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 Certifications






	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units[image: External link]/Sales



	Australia ( ARIA[image: External link])[117]

	2× Platinum
	213,000[118]




	Belgium ( BEA[image: External link])[119]

	2× Platinum
	60,000*




	Canada (Music Canada[image: External link])[120]

	3× Platinum
	240,000^




	Denmark (IFPI Denmark[image: External link])[121]

	Gold
	15,000^




	Finland ( Musiikkituottajat[image: External link])[122]

	Gold
	15,709[122]




	Germany ( BVMI[image: External link])[123]

	Platinum
	200,000^




	Italy ( FIMI[image: External link])[124]

	Platinum
	70,000*




	Mexico ( AMPROFON[image: External link])[125]

	Gold
	40,000^




	New Zealand ( RMNZ[image: External link])[126]

	2× Platinum
	30,000^




	Spain ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[127]

	Platinum
	80,000^




	Switzerland (IFPI Switzerland)[128]

	Platinum
	30,000^




	United Kingdom (BPI)[129]

	7× Platinum
	2,309,688[57]




	United States (RIAA)[130]

	3× Platinum
	3,000,000^




	Summaries



	Europe (IFPI)[131]

	3× Platinum
	3,000,000*




	
*sales figures based on certification alone

^shipments figures based on certification alone
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 See also





	List of best-selling albums of the 2000s (century) in the United Kingdom[image: External link]

	List of best-selling albums of the 2010s in the United Kingdom[image: External link]
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 Release history






	Region
	Date
	Format
	Label



	Europe
	25 January 2008
	


	CD[image: External link]

	digital download[image: External link]






	XL



	Australia
	26 January 2008



	United Kingdom
	28 January 2008



	United States
	10 June 2008
	Columbia



	Poland[132]
	24 November 2008
	XL



	Brazil[133]
	6 June 2011
	Sony[image: External link]



	China[134]
	13 March 2013
	CD
	星外星唱片 (Starsing)
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Hometown Glory






"Hometown Glory" is the debut single by British singer Adele, released on 22 October 2007 in the United Kingdom. The song appears on her debut studio album 19 (2008). In 2008, the song was re-released as her fourth single. Adele wrote the song in 10 minutes after her mother tried to persuade her to leave her home suburb of West Norwood in London for university. "Hometown Glory" is the first song that Adele ever wrote.[1]

In 2007, "Hometown Glory" was released on singer Jamie T's Pacemaker Recordings label as a limited edition 7" vinyl[image: External link] single, of which only 500 copies were made.[2] The song failed to chart initially. However, due to high downloads of the song during the release week of 19, the song managed to chart inside the UK Singles Chart[image: External link] top 40 for the first time. In 2010, the song received a Grammy[image: External link] nomination for Best Female Pop Vocal Performance,[3] but lost to Beyoncé's " Halo[image: External link]".
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 Background and composition




As mentioned, "Hometown Glory" was re-released on 21 July 2008 as the follow-up to second single "Cold Shoulder[image: External link]". The song was added to Radio 1's B-list on 18 June 2008, and moved up to Radio 1's A-list on 2 July 2008. Its B-side now featured Adele's brand-new cover of the Etta James song 'Fool That I Am', which was recorded during a live performance in Cambridge.[4] The song was later released in 2008 as Adele's debut single for the US market. Due to its popularity in the UK, which resulted in it charting inside the top 40 twice on download sales alone, it was (re-)released as the third single (fourth including the original single release) from the album on 21 July 2008. As of July 2008, the song has become Adele's third consecutive top 20 hit single.

The song is played in the key of B♭ minor with an intro at a tempo of 60 beats per minute, before changing to 124 beats per minute. Adele's vocal range[image: External link] is D♭3-A5.[5] "Hometown Glory" follows the chord progression B♭m – D♭/A♭ – D♭/F – G♭maj7.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Chart performance




On 13 April 2008, the song entered the UK Singles Chart[image: External link] at #32 following its showcase on an episode of Skins[image: External link]. On 6 July 2008, it re-entered the chart at #74 and then climbed to #49 the following week. It eventually peaked at #19 on 27 July 2008, following its physical release.
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 Music video




The initial limited edition vinyl release of "Hometown Glory" does not have a promo video. In June 2008, XL released a Paul Dugdale-directed live video for the single's re-release. In April 2009 Columbia finally released a proper promo video directed by Rocky Schenck[image: External link] and filmed at Sony Pictures Studios[image: External link] on Stage 29.[6] The video shows Adele singing while backdrops of American cities are moved around her.
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 In the media




On 7 April 2008, "Hometown Glory" was featured in the critically acclaimed, teen drama series Skins[image: External link], resulting in the song re-entering the UK Singles Chart[image: External link] top 40 at #32. Later that month, on 24 April 2008, the song was featured in episode 5.15 of One Tree Hill[image: External link]. On 22 May 2008, the song was featured in the season four finale of Grey's Anatomy[image: External link]. According to Adele's manager Jonathan Dickins, the powerful music supervisor Alexandra Patsavas[image: External link] chose the song after seeing Adele perform it at the Hotel Café[image: External link] in Los Angeles[image: External link] following a recommendation by Columbia Records' creative licensing staffer Jonathan Palmer.[7] On 10 June 2008, the song was used on popular UK soap Hollyoaks[image: External link], where it has been used again on the 13 October 2008 episode. It was used again on Hollyoaks[image: External link] in the 10 November 2010 episode which featured the death of one of the UK's most popular television characters Steph Cunningham[image: External link]. The opening of the song played as Steph said goodbye to screen-husband Gilly Roach[image: External link], choosing to perish in a house fire rather than face death from the cervical cancer[image: External link] they had been informed was terminal. The episode was a season-high for Hollyoaks, viewed by 2.12 million viewers (including timeshift and E4 figures, 0.7, a high for the channel) – a high figure for a non-BBC or ITV[image: External link] show.

On 2 July 2008, it was featured on Season 4 of So You Think You Can Dance[image: External link] in a Mia Michaels[image: External link]' contemporary dance[image: External link] by Katee Shean[image: External link] and eventual winner, Joshua Allen[image: External link]. It also featured in a season 2 episode of Secret Diary of a Call Girl[image: External link]. A remixed version of the song was featured in the superhero drama-comedy Misfits[image: External link]. The track has recently been used on advertisements and promotional scenes for the UK soap Coronation Street[image: External link]. The song was featured in a season 1 episode of American teen drama[image: External link] series 90210[image: External link]. It was also featured on The Hills[image: External link]. The song was sampled by Mississippi Rapper Big K.R.I.T.[image: External link] on his single "Hometown Hero," in Big Sean[image: External link]'s song Hometown from his mixtape Finally Famous Vol. 3: BIG[image: External link], by French Rapper La Fouine[image: External link] on his song "Vecu" featuring French rapper Kamelancien[image: External link], by The OCS on his song "Hometown" featuring Glasses Malone, Jay Rock and XO, by Montreal rapper Boy6lue in his song "Hometown" featuring Two Two, and by Minneapolis hippy-hop artist Mod Sun[image: External link] on his song "The Same Way" as well as being used by many British rappers. The song has been used in various soap operas in accompaniment to the deaths of Danielle Jones, Steph Roach, Joe McIntyre, Archie Mitchell, and Bradley Branning. It has also been used in EastEnders: Revealed. Various reality singing and talent shows use the song in between performances such as The X Factor (UK), The X Factor (Australia)[image: External link], Britain's Got Talent[image: External link] and Australia's Got Talent[image: External link]. The song was used memorably at the end of Julien Temple's 2012 documentary, 'London: The Modern Babylon', debuted on BBC in August 2012 to coincide with the end of the Olympic Games and takes its place in the film alongside other London anthems including 'London Calling' by The Clash and 'Waterloo Sunset' by the Kinks.
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 Formats and track listings
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 Original release




7-inch vinyl


	"Hometown Glory"

	"Best For Last"
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 Re-release




CD single


	"Hometown Glory" 4:32

	"Fool That I am" (Live) 3:45



Digital EP


	"Hometown Glory" 3:40

	"Hometown Glory" (Axwell Radio Edit) 3:35

	"Hometown Glory" (Axwell Club Mix) 5:11

	"Hometown Glory" (Axwell Remode) 5:55

	"Hometown Glory" (High Contrast Remix) 6:36

	"Hometown Glory" (High Contrast Remix) [Instrumental] 6:35



7-inch vinyl


	"Hometown Glory" 4:32

	"Fool That I am" (Live) 3:45



12-inch vinyl


	"Hometown Glory" (High Contrast remix)


	"Hometown Glory" (High Contrast remix instrumental)
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 Official remixes





	Album Version

	Single Version

	Radio Edit (Single Version – Clean with omission of word "shit")


	
High Contrast[image: External link] Remix

	
Axwell[image: External link] Remix

	
Axwell[image: External link] Remode Mix

	
Axwell[image: External link] Radio Edit
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 Charts and certifications
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (2007–12)
	Peak

position



	Belgium ( Ultratip[image: External link] Flanders)[8]

	3



	Belgium ( Ultratip[image: External link] Wallonia)[9]

	14



	
European Hot 100 Singles[image: External link][10]

	58



	France ( SNEP[image: External link])[11]

	51



	Ireland ( IRMA[image: External link])[12]

	78



	Netherlands (Dutch Top 40[image: External link])[13]

	25



	Netherlands (Single Top 100[image: External link])[14]

	86



	
Scotland[image: External link] (Official Charts Company)[15]

	18



	UK Singles (Official Charts Company[image: External link])[16]

	19
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 Year-end charts






	Country (2008)
	Position



	United Kingdom[17]

	162
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 Certifications






	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units[image: External link]/Sales



	Canada (Music Canada[image: External link])[18]

	Gold
	40,000^




	United Kingdom (BPI)[19]

	Gold
	400,000



	United States (RIAA)[20]

	Gold
	500,000



	
^shipments figures based on certification alone

sales+streaming figures based on certification alone
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Saturday Night Live






For the recent season, see Saturday Night Live (season 42)[image: External link].

"SNL" redirects here. For other uses, see SNL (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Saturday Night Live (abbreviated as SNL) is an American late-night live television[image: External link] sketch comedy[image: External link] and variety show[image: External link] created by Lorne Michaels[image: External link] and developed by Dick Ebersol[image: External link]. The show premiered on NBC on October 11, 1975, under the original title NBC's Saturday Night. The show's comedy sketches[image: External link], which parody contemporary culture and politics, are performed by a large and varying cast of repertory and newer cast members. Each episode is hosted by a celebrity guest (who usually delivers an opening monologue[image: External link] and performs in sketches with the cast) and features performances by a musical guest. An episode normally begins with a cold open[image: External link] sketch that ends with someone breaking character[image: External link] and proclaiming, "Live from New York, it's Saturday Night![image: External link]", properly beginning the show.

In 1980, Michaels left the series to explore other opportunities. He was replaced by Jean Doumanian[image: External link], who was replaced by Ebersol after a season of bad reviews. Ebersol ran the show until 1985, when Michaels returned; Michaels has remained since then. Many of SNL's cast found national stardom while appearing on the show, and achieved success in film and television, both in front of and behind the camera. Others associated with the show, such as writers, have gone on to successful careers creating, writing, or starring in TV and film.

Broadcast from Studio 8H at NBC's headquarters in the Comcast Building[image: External link], SNL has aired 829 episodes since its debut, and concluded its forty-second season[image: External link] on May 20, 2017, making it one of the longest-running network television programs in the United States[image: External link]. The show format has been developed and recreated in several countries, meeting with different levels of success. Successful sketches have seen life outside of the show as feature films[image: External link], although only two met with critical and financial success: The Blues Brothers[image: External link] (1980) and Wayne's World[image: External link] (1992). The show has been marketed in other ways, including home media releases[image: External link] of "best of" and whole seasons, and books and documentaries about behind-the-scenes activities of running and developing the show.

Throughout four decades on air, Saturday Night Live has received a number of awards, including 50 Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link], two Peabody Awards[image: External link], and three Writers Guild of America Awards[image: External link]. In 2000, it was inducted into the National Association of Broadcasters Hall of Fame[image: External link]. It was ranked tenth in TV Guide[image: External link]'s "50 Greatest TV Shows of All Time[image: External link]" list, and in 2007 it was listed as one of Time magazine's "100 Best TV Shows of All-TIME". As of 2012, it has received 156 Emmy nominations[image: External link], the most received by any TV show. The live aspect of the show has resulted in several controversies and acts of censorship, with mistakes and intentional acts of sabotage by performers as well as guests.
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	History of Saturday Night Live series:



	
1975–80[image: External link]

(seasons 1[image: External link], 2[image: External link], 3[image: External link], 4[image: External link], 5[image: External link])

1980–85[image: External link]

(seasons 6[image: External link], 7[image: External link], 8[image: External link], 9[image: External link], 10[image: External link])

1985–90[image: External link]

(seasons 11[image: External link], 12[image: External link], 13[image: External link], 14[image: External link], 15[image: External link])

1990–95[image: External link]

(seasons 16[image: External link], 17[image: External link], 18[image: External link], 19[image: External link], 20[image: External link])

1995–2000[image: External link]

(seasons 21[image: External link], 22[image: External link], 23[image: External link], 24[image: External link], 25[image: External link])

2000–05[image: External link]

(seasons 26[image: External link], 27[image: External link], 28[image: External link], 29[image: External link], 30[image: External link])

2005–10[image: External link]

(seasons 31[image: External link], 32[image: External link], 33[image: External link], 34[image: External link], 35[image: External link])

2010–15[image: External link]

(seasons 36[image: External link], 37[image: External link], 38[image: External link], 39[image: External link], 40[image: External link])

2015–present[image: External link]

(seasons 41[image: External link], 42[image: External link])


Weekend Update[image: External link]






From 1965 until September 1975, NBC ran The Best of Carson[image: External link] reruns of The Tonight Show, airing them on either Saturday or Sunday night at local affiliates' discretion (originally known as The Saturday/Sunday Tonight Show Starring Johnny Carson). In 1974, Johnny Carson[image: External link] announced that he wanted the weekend shows pulled and saved so that they could be aired during weeknights, allowing him to take time off.[1]

In 1974, NBC president Herbert Schlosser approached his vice president of late night programming, Dick Ebersol[image: External link], and asked him to create a show to fill the Saturday night time slot. At the suggestion of Paramount Pictures[image: External link] executive Barry Diller[image: External link], Schlosser and Ebersol then approached Lorne Michaels[image: External link]. Over the next three weeks, Ebersol and Michaels developed the latter's idea for a variety show featuring high-concept comedy sketches, political satire, and music performances. By 1975 Michaels had assembled a talented cast, including Dan Aykroyd[image: External link], John Belushi[image: External link], Chevy Chase[image: External link], Jane Curtin[image: External link], Garrett Morris[image: External link], Laraine Newman[image: External link], Michael O'Donoghue[image: External link], Gilda Radner[image: External link],[2] and George Coe[image: External link].[3] The show was originally called NBC's Saturday Night, because Saturday Night Live was in use by Saturday Night Live with Howard Cosell[image: External link] on the rival network ABC[image: External link].[4] NBC purchased the rights to the name in 1976 and officially adopted the new title on March 26, 1977.[5]

Debuting on October 11, 1975,[6] the show immediately developed a cult following, eventually becoming a mainstream hit and spawning (in 1978) "Best of Saturday Night Live" compilations that reached viewers who could not stay awake for the live broadcasts. But during the first season in 1975 and 1976, according to a book about the show authored by Doug Hill and Jeff Weingrad, some NBC executives were not satisfied with the show's Nielsen ratings and shares.[7] Lorne Michaels pointed out to them that Nielsen's measurement of demographics indicated that baby boomers constituted a large majority of the viewers who did commit to watching the show, and many of them watched little else on television.[8] In 1975 and 1976, they were the most desirable demographic for television advertisers, even though Generation X[image: External link] was the right age for commercials for toys and other children's products. Baby boomers far outnumbered Generation X in reality but not in television viewership with the exception of Michaels' new show and major league sports, and advertisers had long been concerned about baby boomers' distaste for the powerful medium. NBC executives eventually understood Michaels' explanation of the desirable demographics and they decided to keep the show on the air despite many angry letters and phone calls that the network received from viewers who were offended by certain sketches.[9]

They included a Weekend Update segment on April 24, 1976, the 18th episode, that ridiculed Aspen, Colorado murder suspect Claudine Longet[image: External link] and warranted an on-air apology by announcer Don Pardo[image: External link] during the following episode.[10] Herminio Traviesas, a censor who was vice president of the network's Standards and Practices department, objected to cast member Laraine Newman's use of the term "pissed off" in the March 13, 1976 episode with host Anthony Perkins[image: External link], according to the book by Hill and Weingrad, and was in the process of placing the show on a permanent delay of several seconds, instead of live, but he changed his mind after Newman personally apologized to him.[11]

Chevy Chase left the show in November of the second season and was replaced a few months later by the then-unknown comic actor Bill Murray[image: External link]. Aykroyd and Belushi left the show in 1979 after the end of season four. In May 1980 (after season five), Michaels—emotionally and physically exhausted—requested to put the show on hiatus for a year to give him time and energy to pursue other projects.[12] Concerned that the show would be cancelled without him, Michaels suggested writers Al Franken[image: External link], Tom Davis[image: External link], and Jim Downey[image: External link] as his replacements. NBC president Fred Silverman[image: External link] disliked Franken, however, and was infuriated by Franken's Weekend Update routine called "Limo for a Lame-O", a scathing critique of Silverman's job performance at the network and his insistence on traveling by limousine at the network's expense. Silverman blamed Michaels for approving this Weekend Update segment.[13] Unable to get the deal he wanted, Michaels chose to leave NBC for Paramount Pictures, intending to take his associate producer, Jean Doumanian[image: External link], with him. Michaels later learned that Doumanian had been given his position at SNL after being recommended by her friend, NBC vice president Barbara Gallagher.[14] Michaels' departure led to most of the cast and writing staff leaving the show.[15]

The reputation of the show as a springboard to fame meant that many aspiring stars were eager to join the new series. Doumanian was tasked with hiring a full cast and writing staff in less than three months, and NBC immediately cut the show's budget from the previous $1 million per episode down to just $350,000. Doumanian faced resentment and sabotage from the remaining Michaels staff, particularly males who did not appreciate a woman believing she could take Michaels' place.[16] The season was a disaster; ratings plummeted, and audiences failed to connect to the original cast's replacements, such as Charles Rocket[image: External link] and Ann Risley[image: External link].[15] Doumanian's fate was sealed when, during a sketch, Rocket said "fuck" on live television.[17] After only ten months, Doumanian was dismissed.[18][19] Although executives suggested that SNL be left to die, network chief Brandon Tartikoff[image: External link] wanted to keep the show on the air, believing that the concept was more important to the network than money. Tartikoff turned to Ebersol as his choice for the new producer. Ebersol previously had been fired by Silverman. Ebersol gained Michaels' approval in an attempt to avoid the same staff sabotage that had blighted Doumanian's tenure.[20]



	"He [Lorne Michaels] put me on TV, and no one else would have done that. Lorne created a show that's impacted culture for over 35 years. No one has ever really successfully been able to replicate it."



	-- Tina Fey[image: External link] on Michaels' influence on comedy.[21]





Ebersol's tenure saw commercial success, but was considered lackluster compared to the Michaels era, except for the breakout of cast member Eddie Murphy[image: External link].[22] Murphy, the main draw of the cast, left in 1984 to pursue his already successful film career, and Ebersol decided to again rebuild the cast. He broke with history by hiring established comedians such as Billy Crystal[image: External link] and Martin Short[image: External link] who could bring their already successful material to the show.[20] Ebersol's final year with this new cast is considered one of the series' funniest, but had strayed far from the precedent-shattering show that Michaels had created.[23] After that season, Ebersol wanted a more significant revamp, including departing from the show's established "live" format.[citation needed[image: External link]] Following unsuccessful forays into film and television, in need of money, and eager not to see Tartikoff cancel the show,[24] Michaels finally returned in 1985 after Ebersol opted not to. The show was again recast, with Michaels borrowing Ebersol's idea, and seeking out established actors such as Joan Cusack[image: External link] and Robert Downey, Jr.[image: External link][25] The cast and writers struggled creatively, and in April 1986, Tartikoff made the decision to cancel the show, until he was convinced by producer Bernie Brillstein[image: External link] to give it one more year.[26] The show was renewed but for the first time in its history, for only thirteen episodes instead of the usual twenty-two.[27] Michaels again fired most of the cast and, learning his lesson from the previous seasons, sought out unknown talent such as Dana Carvey[image: External link] and Phil Hartman[image: External link] instead of known names.[27]

The show ran successfully again until it lost Carvey and Hartman, two of its biggest stars, between 1992 and 1994. Wanting to increase SNL's ratings and profitability, then-NBC West Coast president Don Ohlmeyer[image: External link] and other executives began to actively interfere in the show, recommending that new stars such as Chris Farley[image: External link] and Adam Sandler[image: External link] be fired because Ohlmeyer did not "get" them, and critiquing the costly nature of performing the show live. The show faced increasing criticism from the press and cast, in part encouraged by the NBC executives hoping to weaken Michaels' position.[28] Michaels received a lucrative offer to develop a Saturday night project for CBS[image: External link] during this time, but remained loyal to SNL.[29] By 1995, Farley and Sandler were fired, and Mike Myers[image: External link], another popular cast member, had left for a film career, but a new cast waited to replace them, featuring the likes of Will Ferrell[image: External link], Jimmy Fallon[image: External link], and Tina Fey[image: External link].[30] The show focused on performers, and writers were forced to supply material for the cast's existing characters before they could write original sketches.[31] By 1997, Ohlmeyer renewed his focus on limiting Michaels' independence, forcing the removal of writer Jim Downey and cast member Norm Macdonald[image: External link].[32]
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Main article: Saturday Night Live cast members[image: External link]


The original 1975 cast of SNL, officially known on-air as "The Not Ready For Prime-Time Players",[33] a term coined by writer Herb Sargent[image: External link],[34] included Laraine Newman, John Belushi, Jane Curtin, Gilda Radner, Dan Aykroyd, Garrett Morris, and Chevy Chase. Radner was the first person hired after Michaels himself. Although Chase became a performer, he was hired on a one-year writer contract, and refused to sign the performer contract that was repeatedly given to him, allowing him to leave the show after the first season in 1976.[35] Newman was brought aboard after having a prior working relationship with Michaels.[36] Morris was initially brought in as a writer, but attempts to have him fired by another writer led Michaels to have Morris audition for the cast, where he turned in a successful performance.[37] Curtin and Belushi were the last two cast members hired.[36] Belushi had a disdain for television and had repeatedly turned down offers to appear on other shows, but decided to work with the show because of the involvement of Radner, and writers Anne Beatts[image: External link] and Michael O'Donoghue[image: External link].[38] Michaels was still reluctant to hire Belushi, believing he would be a source of trouble for the show, but Beatts, O'Donoghue, and Ebersol successfully argued for his inclusion.[38]

After Chase left the show, he was replaced by Bill Murray, whom Michaels had intended to hire for the first-season cast, but was unable to because of budget restrictions.[39] When Chase returned to host in 1978, he found the remaining cast resentful at his departure and his success, particularly Belushi. Murray, goaded by the rest of the cast, and Chase came to blows shortly before the show.[40] Chase's departure for film made Michaels possessive of his talent; he threatened to fire Aykroyd if he took the role of D-Day in the 1978 comedy Animal House[image: External link], and later refused to allow SNL musician Paul Shaffer[image: External link] to participate in The Blues Brothers[image: External link] (1980) with Aykroyd and Belushi after they left in 1979 to pursue film careers.[41][42] Michaels began to struggle to hold the remaining cast together in the wake of Chase, Aykroyd, and Belushi's independent successes. Radner had a one-woman Broadway[image: External link] show and Murray starred in the 1979 comedy Meatballs[image: External link].[43] In 1980, when Michaels chose to leave the series to pursue other interests, he was followed by the remaining original cast, Curtin, Newman, and Morris, Murray, and additional cast members.[42]

The Doumanian-era cast faced immediate comparison to the beloved former cast and were not received favorably.[18] Ebersol fired the majority of her hires, except for two unknown comedians: Eddie Murphy[image: External link] and Joe Piscopo[image: External link].[44] Talent coordinator Neil Levy claimed Murphy contacted and pleaded with him for a role on the show, and after seeing him audition, Levy fought with Doumanian to cast him instead of Robert Townsend[image: External link]. Doumanian wanted only one black cast member and favored Townsend, but Levy convinced her to choose Murphy. Doumanian, however, also claimed credit for discovering Murphy and fighting with NBC executives to bring him onto the show.[45] Even so, Murphy would languish as a background character until Ebersol took charge,[46] after which Murphy was credited with much of that era's success.[47][48] Murphy's star exploded, and he quickly appeared in films such as 48 Hrs.[image: External link] and Trading Places[image: External link], before leaving for his film career in early 1984. Much of the Ebersol cast departed after the 1983–84 season and were replaced with established comedians who could supply their own material, but at an inflated cost; Billy Crystal[image: External link] and Martin Short[image: External link] were paid $25,000 and $20,000 per episode respectively, a far cry from earlier salaries.[20] Michaels' return in 1985 saw a cast reset that featured established talent such as Robert Downey Jr., Jon Lovitz[image: External link] and Dennis Miller[image: External link].[49] The season was poorly received, and another reset followed in 1986. Learning his lesson from the previous season, Michaels avoided known talent in favor of actual ability. He kept Lovitz, Miller and Nora Dunn[image: External link], and brought in new, untested talent such as Dana Carvey, Phil Hartman[image: External link], and Jan Hooks[image: External link], who together would define a new era on the show into the early 1990s.[50]

In 1989-90, new talent such as Mike Myers[image: External link], Adam Sandler[image: External link], and Chris Farley[image: External link] were added. Afraid of cast members leaving for film careers, Michaels had overcrowded the cast, causing a divide between the veteran members and the new, younger talent, increasing competition for limited screen time.[51] By 1995, Carvey and Hartman had left, taking with them a virtual army of characters, Myers quit for his movie career, and increasing network pressure forced Michaels to fire Sandler and Farley. The show saw its next major overhaul, bringing in a new cast including Will Ferrell, Tina Fey, and Jimmy Fallon.[52] While cast members would leave over the following two decades, the show saw its next biggest transition in 2013, with the addition of 6 cast members to compensate for the departure of several longtime cast members like Bill Hader[image: External link], Jason Sudeikis[image: External link], and Fred Armisen[image: External link].[53]

SNL has featured over 140 cast members including, besides the above-mentioned players, Rachel Dratch[image: External link], Amy Poehler[image: External link], Chris Rock[image: External link], David Spade[image: External link], Will Forte[image: External link], Julia Louis-Dreyfus[image: External link], Tracy Morgan[image: External link], Chris Parnell[image: External link], Maya Rudolph[image: External link], Andy Samberg[image: External link], Kristen Wiig[image: External link], and many others. Darrell Hammond[image: External link] is the longest-serving cast member, having been a part of the cast for fourteen years between 1995 and 2009, and returned in 2014 as the show's announcer following the death of Don Pardo[image: External link].[54][55] Those selected to join the cast of SNL are normally already accomplished performers, recruited from improvisational comedy groups such as The Groundlings[image: External link] (Ferrell, Hartman,[56] Lovitz, Wiig[57]) and The Second City[image: External link] (Aykroyd, Farley, Fey,[58] Tim Meadows[image: External link]), or established stand-up comedians (Carvey, Sandler, Rock, Norm Macdonald[image: External link]), who already possess the training or experience necessary for SNL.[59]

Of the many roles available in the show, one of the longest-running and most coveted is being the host of "Weekend Update", a segment which has alternated between having one or two hosts, and which allows the cast members involved to perform as themselves and be on camera for an extended period of time.[60] Many of the "Weekend Update" hosts have gone on to find greater success outside of the show, including: Chase, Curtin, Murray,[60] Miller, Macdonald,[61] Fey,[60] Fallon,[62] and Poehler. From 2008, Seth Meyers[image: External link] was the solo host of "Weekend Update",[60] before being partnered with Cecily Strong[image: External link] in 2013. After Meyers left for Late Night with Seth Meyers[image: External link] in February 2014, Strong was paired with head writer Colin Jost[image: External link].[63] The cast is divided into two tiers: the more established group of repertory players; and newer, unproven cast members known as featured players, who may eventually be promoted to the repertory stable.



	2016–17 season cast[64]




	Repertory players
	Featured players



	


	
Beck Bennett[image: External link] (joined 2013[image: External link])

	
Aidy Bryant[image: External link] (joined 2012[image: External link])

	
Michael Che[image: External link] (joined 2014[image: External link]) ⱡ

	
Pete Davidson[image: External link] (joined 2014)

	
Leslie Jones[image: External link] (joined 2014)

	
Colin Jost[image: External link] (joined 2014) ⱡ

	
Kate McKinnon[image: External link] (joined 2012[image: External link])

	
Kyle Mooney[image: External link] (joined 2013)

	
Cecily Strong[image: External link] (joined 2012)

	
Kenan Thompson[image: External link] (joined 2003[image: External link])






	


	
Mikey Day[image: External link] (joined 2016[image: External link])

	
Alex Moffat[image: External link] (joined 2016)

	
Melissa Villaseñor[image: External link] (joined 2016)









	ⱡ denotes Weekend Update[image: External link] anchor





The cast were often contracted from anywhere between five and six years to the show,[65][66] but starting with the 1999–2000 season, new hires were tied to a rewritten contract that allowed NBC to take a cast member in at least their second year and put them in an NBC sitcom. Cast are given the option of rejecting the first two sitcom offers but must accept the third offer, with the sitcom contract length dictated by NBC and potentially lasting up to six years.[66] The move drew criticism from talent agents and managers who believed that a cast member could be locked into a contract with NBC for twelve years; six on SNL and then six on a sitcom. The contract also optioned the cast member for three feature films produced by SNL Films, a company owned by NBC, Paramount Pictures[image: External link], and Michaels. The new contracts were reportedly developed after many previously unknown cast, such as Myers and Sandler, gained fame on SNL only to leave and make money for other studios.[66] In a 2010 interview, Wiig was reported to be contracted to SNL for a total of seven years.[67] The contracts also contain a network option which allows NBC to remove a cast member at any time.[68] In the first season of the show, cast were paid $750 per episode, rising to $2,000 by season two, and $4,000 by season four.[69] By the late 1990s, new cast members received a salary between $5,000[66] and $5,500 per episode, increasing to $6,000 in the second year and up to $12,500 for a cast member in their fifth year. Performers could earn an additional $1,500 per episode for writing a sketch which made it to air.[68] In 2001, Ferrell became the highest paid cast member, being paid $350,000 per season (approximately $17,500 per episode).[70] In 2014, Sasheer Zamata[image: External link] was added as a cast member in mid-season after criticism about the show's lack of an African-American woman.[71][72][73]
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Main article: List of Saturday Night Live writers[image: External link]


As of the 2013–14 season, Colin Jost[image: External link] and Rob Klein are the show's co-head writers. Meyers had been co-head writer since 2005 and became the single head writer from 2008 to 2012. The "Weekend Update" segment has its own dedicated team of writers led by head writer and producer Alex Baze as of the 2011–12 season.[74][75][76] Scenes on "Weekend Update" that involve members of the cast acting in-character alongside the host are often written by staff writers outside of the dedicated "Weekend Update" team, who know those characters better.[76]

SNL writers are often also performers or experienced in writing and improvisational comedy. Many are hired from similar backgrounds such as The Groundlings, Second City, Upright Citizens Brigade Theatre[image: External link], and ImprovOlympic[image: External link].[42] Comedian Jim Downey[image: External link] was head writer for nine years beginning in 1985.[77] Experienced writers with backgrounds in television shows are also sometimes brought into the SNL writing room. Like the SNL cast that step before the cameras, many of the writers have been able to find their own success outside the show such as Conan O'Brien, who was brought into SNL from The Groundlings, went on to writing for The Simpsons[image: External link], and eventually began hosting his own show[image: External link],[78] and former head writer Adam McKay[image: External link] who, along with performer Ferrell, founded the successful comedy website Funny or Die[image: External link].[79] In 2000, Tina Fey became the first female SNL head writer[80][81] and successfully made the transition to starring on the show,[82] as well as writing and starring in feature films,[83][84][85] and ultimately creating and starring in her own show 30 Rock[image: External link]—partly based on her SNL experiences.[86] In 2005, Fey was being paid $1.5 million per season for her dual role as head writer and performer.[87]
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Don Pardo[image: External link] served as the announcer for the series when it began[88] and continued in the role for all but season seven between 1981 and 1982, when Michaels had left and Mel Brandt[image: External link] and Bill Hanrahan[image: External link] filled the announcing role. In 2004, Pardo announced that he would step down from his position, but then continued in the role until 2009 where he again announced his retirement, but then continued into the 2009–10 season.[88] In 2010, then 92-year-old Pardo was reported to be again considering his retirement, but continued to serve as announcer until his death at age 96 on August 18, 2014, following the 39th season. Apart from a brief period in 2006 in which Pardo pre-recorded his announcements at his home in Arizona, he flew to New York City to perform his announcing duties live.[88][89] Cast members Joe Piscopo[90] and Darrell Hammond also periodically impersonated Pardo and fulfilled his announcing duties when Pardo was unavailable.[91] Hammond took over as full-time announcer starting with season 40[image: External link].[92]
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Main article: List of Saturday Night Live guests[image: External link]


A typical episode of SNL will feature a single host chosen for their popularity or novelty, or because they have a film, album, or other work being released near the time of their appearance on the show.[93] The host delivers the opening monologue and performs in sketches with the cast. Traditionally the host of the show ends the opening monologue by introducing the musical guest for the night. Comedian George Carlin[image: External link] was the first to host SNL in the debut October 1975 episode;[94] three episodes later, Candice Bergen[image: External link] became the first female host[95] and subsequently the first to host more than once.[96] Hosts have been drawn from a wide spectrum of backgrounds, from actors, such as Christopher Walken[image: External link], Buck Henry[image: External link], and John Goodman[image: External link],[97] to musicians like Dolly Parton[image: External link],[98] to political activist Ralph Nader[image: External link].[93] Guests who have hosted five or more times are sometimes referred to as belonging to the Five-Timers Club[image: External link], a term that originated on a sketch performed on Tom Hanks[image: External link]' fifth episode.[99] As of February 11, 2017, actor Alec Baldwin[image: External link] holds the record for most times hosting, having performed the duty on seventeen different occasions since 1990; Baldwin took the record from actor Steve Martin[image: External link] who had hosted fifteen times since 1976.[100]

Each episode also features a musical guest, a solo act or a band, who perform two to three musical numbers. Occasionally, the musical guest has also simultaneously served as the host. As of May 19, 2012, Dave Grohl[image: External link] is the most frequent musical guest, performing on eleven shows since 1992.[101] Michaels does not allow musical guests to perform using lip-synching[image: External link] tracks,[102] believing it diminishes the live aspect of the show. Exceptions are only made when the musical act is focused on intense dance routines instead of vocals, where it is difficult to be both heavily physically active and sing simultaneously.[103] A 1975 performance by pop group ABBA[image: External link] was the first and only act to feature lip-synching,[102] until the controversial 2004 performance of Ashlee Simpson[image: External link].
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Main article: Saturday Night Live Band[image: External link]


The Saturday Night Live Band (also known as "The Live Band") is the house band[image: External link] for SNL. Academy Award-winning composer Howard Shore served as the first musical director, from 1975 to 1980, appearing in many musical sketches, including Howard Shore and His All-Nurse Band and (backing a U.S. Coast Guard[image: External link] chorus) Howard Shore and the Shore Patrol. Over the years, the band has featured several New York studio musicians including Paul Shaffer[image: External link] (1975–1980), Lou Marini[image: External link] (1975–1983), David Sanborn[image: External link] (1975), Michael Brecker[image: External link] (early 1980s), Ray Chew[image: External link] (1980–1983), Alan Rubin[image: External link] (1975–1983), Georg Wadenius[image: External link] (1979–1985), Steve Ferrone[image: External link] (1985), David Johansen[image: External link] (performing as Buster Poindexter), Tom Malone[image: External link] (who took over as musical director from 1981 to 1985), and G.E. Smith[image: External link] (musical director from 1985 to 1995). The band is currently under the leadership of Tower of Power[image: External link] alumnus Lenny Pickett[image: External link], keyboardist Leon Pendarvis and Eli Bruegemann, who does not play in the band on the live show. The number of musicians has varied over the years, but the basic instrumentation has been three saxophones (alto, tenor and baritone), one trombone, one trumpet, and a rhythm section featuring two keyboards (piano and Hammond organ), a guitar, bass guitar, drums, and an extra percussionist, not a permanent part of the band until Valerie Naranjo's arrival in 1995. The 1983–1984 and 1984–1985 seasons featured the smallest band, a six-piece combo. The band plays instrumentals leading in and out of station breaks; affiliates who run no advertising during these interludes hear the band play complete songs behind a Saturday Night Live bumper graphic until the program resumes.[104] The band plays "Closing Theme (Waltz in A)", written by Shore, at the end of the show.[105]
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Main article: Studio 8H[image: External link]


Since the show's inception, SNL has aired from Studio 8H, located on floors 8 and 9 of the Comcast Building[image: External link] (formerly the RCA Building[image: External link] and GE Building[image: External link]) (30 Rockefeller Plaza, or "30 Rock"). The studio had originally been used as a radio soundstage[image: External link] for Arturo Toscanini[image: External link] and the NBC Symphony Orchestra[image: External link].[106] Michaels was dumbfounded when he originally inspected Studio 8H in 1975, and found it technically limited, outdated, in need of repair,[107] and lacking the capacity to host a live show.[106] Michaels demanded that NBC executives rebuild the studio and improve the acoustics to accommodate the intended musical acts,[106] at a cost of approximately $300,000.[106] Three of the first four shows of the 1976–77 season were shot at the former NBC Studios[image: External link] in Brooklyn, due to NBC News[image: External link] using Studio 8H for Presidential election coverage.[108]

During the summer 2005 shooting hiatus, crews began renovations on Studio 8H. With its thirty-first-season premiere in October 2005, the show began broadcasting in high-definition television[image: External link], appearing letterboxed[image: External link] on conventional television screens. The offices of SNL writers, producers, and other staff can be found on the 17th floor of "30 Rock".[109]
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Production on an SNL episode will normally start on a Monday with a free-form pitch meeting[110][111][112] between the cast, writers, producers including Michaels, and the guest host, in Michaels' office, over two hours. The host is invited to pitch ideas during this meeting. Although some sketch writing may occur on the day, the bulk of the work revolves around pitching ideas. Tuesday is the only day dedicated purely to writing the scripts,[111] a process which usually extends through the night into the following morning. Writing may not begin until 8pm on the Tuesday evening.[110][112] At 5pm on Wednesday, the sketches are read by the cast during a round-table meeting in the writers room,[112] attended by the writers and producers present during the pitch meeting, technical experts such as make-up artists, who may be required to realize certain sketch ideas such as those using prosthetics, and other producers, resulting in an attendance of approximately fifty people.[113] At this point there may be at least 40 sketch ideas which are read-through in turn, lasting upwards of three hours.[113]

After completion of the read-through, Michaels, the head writer, the guest host, and some of the show producers will move to Michaels' office to decide the layout of the show and decide which of the sketches will be developed for air. Once complete, the writers and cast are allowed into Michaels' office to view the show breakdown and learn whether or not their sketch has survived.[114] Sketches may be rewritten starting the same day,[111] but will certainly commence on Thursday, work focuses on developing and rewriting the remaining sketches,[110] and possibly rehearsals.[112] If a sketch is still scheduled beyond Thursday, it is rehearsed on Friday or Saturday[111] before moving to a rehearsal before a live audience at 8pm, again on Saturday before the live show.[110][112] After the rehearsal, Michaels will review the show lineup to ensure it meets a 90-minute length, and sketches that have made it as far as the live rehearsal may be removed.[115] This often results in less than two days of rehearsal for the eight to twelve sketches that have made it to the stage that then may appear on the live broadcast.[110] The opening monologue, spoken by the guest host, is given low priority and can be written as late as Saturday afternoon.[116]

According to an interview with Fey in 2004, the three- to four-member dedicated "Weekend Update" writing team will write jokes throughout the week. The host(s) of "Weekend Update" will normally not work with, or read the scripts from, the team until Thursday evening, after the main show sketches have been finalized. The host(s) will then work on contributing to the script where necessary.[117][118]
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With onsite facilities housed on floors 8 and 17 of Rockefeller Plaza, post-production duties on live broadcasts of Saturday Night Live include the mixing of audio and video elements by the Senior Audio Mixer, coupled with additional audio feeds consisting of music, sound effects, music scoring and pre-recorded voiceovers. All sources are stored digitally, with shows captured and segregated into individual elements to reorganise for future repeats and syndication. The production tracking system was migrated from primarily analog[image: External link] to digital[image: External link] in 1998, with live shows typically requiring 1.5 terabytes of storage, consisting of audio elements and 5 cameras' worth of visual elements.[119] Elements of Saturday Night Live that are pre-recorded, such as certain commercial parodies, SNL Digital Shorts[image: External link], and show graphics are processed off-site in the post-production facilities of Broadway Video[image: External link].[120][121]
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Studio 8H production facilities are maintained by NBC Production Services. Video camera equipment includes four Sony[image: External link] BVP-700 CCD cameras, and two Sony BVP-750 CCD handheld cameras, both using Vinten[image: External link] pedestals. A GVG[image: External link] 4000-3 digital component production switcher, and GVG 7000 digital component routing switcher are used to route visual feeds to the control room, with multiple digital and analogue video recorders used to store footage. Graphics are provided by a Chyron[image: External link] Lyric Pro character generator and an Avid[image: External link] Deko character generator. Audio facilities consist of a Calrec T Series digitally controlled analogue mixing console, and a Yamaha[image: External link] digital mixing console[image: External link] used for tape playback support and utility audio work.[122] While exact budgets for other seasons are not known, the 39th season (2013-2014) had a budget of just over $70 million, for which it received a subsidy from New York State in the amount of $12.3 million.[123]

As of 2009, the opening title sequence and opening montage is shot using the Canon EOS 5D Mark II[image: External link] and Canon EOS 7D[image: External link] digital SLR cameras. Typical elements are recorded at 30  fps[image: External link], with slow-motion sequences shot at 60 fps, both in full 1080p high definition.[124]

Edie Baskin was the original SNL photographer. She was hired after Michaels saw her photographs of Las Vegas[image: External link] and other work. Baskin helped create the opening title sequence for the show by taking photos of New York City at night.[125] The first episode used publicity photos of Carlin as transitional bumpers[image: External link] between the show and commercial breaks, the second episode used photos Baskin had already taken of host Paul Simon[image: External link]. It was then that Michaels suggested that Baskin photograph the hosts for the bumpers instead of using publicity photos, beginning a tradition which continues today.[126]

Since 1999, Mary Ellen Matthews[image: External link] has been the official photographer of SNL, responsible for devising distinctive photo layouts and aesthetics for still imagery used on the show. Matthews creates photo portraits of the hosts and musical guests of each episode which are used as commercial bumpers. The limited time frame between the host's involvement in the production process and the Live show requires Matthews to create makeshift photo studios on site at 30 Rock, with Matthews attempting to shoot the host on Tuesday and the musical guest on Thursday, although the availability of either can mean the photoshoot for both occurs as late as Thursday.[127] Matthews employs flattering portrait lighting with hard lights[image: External link] to achieve a Hollywood style. On the lighting, Matthews commented: "I think it just helps the image pop off the screen...If you use soft or flat lighting, it becomes not as dimensional...The [classic Hollywood lighting] gives a little more contrast, and if I use edge lights and then light the background, it goes farther and farther back. I try to achieve that depth as much as I can."[128] Matthews is also responsible for taking cast photos, behind the scenes images, documenting rehearsals, and promotional photos. As of 2010, she has also been involved in directing videos, including the show title sequence.[128]
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See also: List of Saturday Night Live episodes[image: External link]


The show usually begins at 11:29:30 p.m. (Eastern Time[image: External link]),[129] unless a delay occurs (more commonly, due to sporting events that run past 11:00 p.m. Eastern, delaying local newscasts that lead into that week's SNL broadcast on most NBC stations). The show broadcasts for 92 minutes (counting commercial breaks), ending at 1:02 a.m. For the Mountain except for KSNG[image: External link], KSNK[image: External link], and KQCD[image: External link], and Pacific time zones, NBC airs the prerecorded live show usually unedited, mistakes notwithstanding.

Since the first opening in 1975 with Michael O'Donoghue, Chevy Chase, and John Belushi, the show has normally begun with a cold open[image: External link] sketch which ends with one or more cast members breaking character[image: External link] and proclaiming "Live from New York, it's Saturday Night![image: External link]", segueing into the opening credits that start immediately after.[3]

In February 2013, NBC began airing shortened hour-long repeats on Saturday evenings at 10:00 p.m. Eastern Time during the regular season; the episodes scheduled are sometimes rebroadcasts of the previous week's episode if it originally aired as a first-run broadcast.[130] During the 2014–15 season, however, the prime time rebroadcasts consisted of a selection of 40 episodes from throughout the show's run under the title SNL Vintage to commemorate the program's 40th anniversary.

NBC and Broadway Video[image: External link] both hold the underlying rights to the show, while the copyright to every episode lies solely with NBC. From 1990 until 2004, and again since 2015, Comedy Central[image: External link] and its predecessor Ha![image: External link] re-aired reruns of the series, after which E! Entertainment Television[image: External link] signed a deal to carry reruns.[131] Abbreviated 30- and 60-minute versions of the first five seasons aired as The Best of Saturday Night Live in syndication beginning in the 1980s, and later on Nick at Nite[image: External link] in 1988. In September 2010, reruns of most episodes made from 1998 onward began airing on VH1.[132] Starting in February 2016, VH1 and Comedy Central's sister channel Logo[image: External link] began airing reruns of the show on Sunday nights, launching its broadcast as counterprogramming for Super Bowl 50[image: External link] and branding it the "Live From New York, It's Satur-Gay Night!" marathon. The reruns are mostly from 2006 onward.

On March 16, 2017, NBC announced that it would air the final four episodes of the 42nd season[image: External link] live in all time zones for the first time in its history. NBC executive Robert Greenblatt[image: External link] explained that the show's significant viewership had made it part of the "national conversation", and thus they felt that it would be appropriate for the entire country to be "in on the joke at the same time".[133]
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Because SNL has been a huge success in America, channels in other countries have created their own versions of the show, including in the Middle East and North Africa region, Germany, Spain, South Korea, Japan, Canada, Finland and France.[134][135]

SNL is also aired in the Middle East[image: External link] and North Africa[image: External link], OSN[image: External link] First HD every Saturday night, one week after it airs in the U.S.[136]

In India and Sri Lanka, Saturday Night Live! airs on Comedy Central[image: External link], in an hour long version, one week after the U.S broadcast.[137]

Spain's version of the show was short-lived, only lasting a few episodes which aired on Thursdays and not Saturdays as the title suggested. This version copied heavily from the American version, in that they did their own versions of sketches that were already done on the original series.[134] Italy's Saturday Night Live From Milan aired for four seasons and used original material.[134][138]

On December 3, 2011, South Korea's SNL Korea[image: External link] premiered on cable channel tvN[image: External link].[139][140][141][142] As of July 20, 2013, it is in its fourth consecutive season, with 20 episodes.[143]

The Japanese version Saturday Night Live JPN, which ran for six months in 2011, was created in part with Lorne Michaels' production company, Coca-Cola[image: External link], Broadway Video and broadcast on Fuji TV[image: External link] networks. The show followed the same format with a few minor differences, being only 45 minutes long and hosted by a permanent host. The cast was made up of seasoned comedians who take center stage and newcomers who play the background roles. It was broadcast once a month, and ended after six episodes, as planned from the start.[134][138][144][145][146][excessive citations[image: External link]]

In 2014, two 90-minute specials were broadcast in French on Télé-Québec[image: External link] in the Canadian province of Quebec[image: External link] under the title SNL Québec[image: External link]; the specials were broadcast on February 8 and March 22, 2014. hosted by Louis-José Houde[image: External link] and Stéphane Rousseau[image: External link], and is the same format and length as the original SNL series.[147] Certain sketches from the original program, such as Debbie Downer[image: External link] and Schweddy Balls[image: External link], were adapted into French, while other sketches were original material written directly for the Quebec series. On May 13, 2014, SNL Quebec was renewed for another eight episodes to be broadcast monthly over the 2014–15 season ending with a "Best of" compilation.[148] Télé-Québec announced in May 2015 that the series would not be renewed due to funding cutbacks,[149] and Télévision de Radio-Canada[image: External link] subsequently signed the show's production team and cast to produce a new series, Le nouveau show[image: External link], for that network.[150]

The French channel M6[image: External link] launched the pilot episode of its SNL adaptation, Le Saturday Night Live[image: External link], in January 2017.

SNL program items are available from the NBC website and YouTube in the US, but are blocked to many overseas (non-US) viewers.
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The episode scheduled for October 25, 1986, hosted by Rosanna Arquette[image: External link], was not aired until November 8 due to NBC[image: External link] broadcasting Game 6 of the 1986 World Series[image: External link] between the New York Mets[image: External link] and Boston Red Sox[image: External link]; the game entered extra innings, causing that night's broadcast of SNL to be canceled. The show was recorded for the studio audience starting at 1:30 a.m. Eastern Time, and broadcast two weeks later with an "apology" by Mets pitcher Ron Darling[image: External link].[151]

The episode scheduled for February 10, 2001, hosted by Jennifer Lopez[image: External link], aired 45 minutes late due to an XFL[image: External link] game. Lopez and the cast were not told they were airing on a delay. Michaels was so upset by the delay that the episode was rerun a mere three weeks later, and the fledgling league actually changed the rules in order to speed up play, and a deal was reached where the feed to future games would be cut off (whether the game had been decided or not) when SNL started so that no such incident would happen again.[152]
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In 2002, SNL was ranked tenth on TV Guide's 50 Greatest TV Shows of All Time[image: External link],[153] while in 2007 it was honored with inclusion on Time magazine's list of "100 Best TV Shows of All-TIME."[129][154] In June 2013, the show was placed at number 25 on the list of the 101 best written shows of all time by the Writers Guild of America[image: External link], assessing series from the previous 70 years.[155] In December 2013, TV Guide ranked it #18 on their list of the 60 Greatest Shows of All Time.[156] It is currently the 40th longest running TV show in the US.

In 2016, a New York Times[image: External link] study of the 50 TV shows with the most Facebook Likes[image: External link] found that SNL "is very much an urban show. It's most popular in cities throughout the country, and college towns. Amherst, Mass.[image: External link]; Madison, Wis.[image: External link]; and Ithaca, N.Y.[image: External link] are all among the top 10".[157]
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Main article: List of awards and nominations received by Saturday Night Live[image: External link]


Saturday Night Live has won numerous awards since its debut, including 45 Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link],[158] 2 Peabody Awards[image: External link],[159] and 4 Writers Guild of America Awards[image: External link].[160] In 2009, it received a total of 13 Emmy nominations for a lifetime total of 126, breaking the record for the most award nominated show in Emmy history, previously set with 124 by hospital drama ER[image: External link].[161][162] As of August 2012, it had received a record total of 156 Emmy nominations.[129][163]

19 cast members have received individual Emmy nominations in the show's history. These nominations were mostly in the category of Individual Performance in a Variety or Music Program[image: External link] before that award was discontinued; since then, nominations have been in the Supporting Actor[image: External link] and Supporting Actress[image: External link] categories for comedy series. Of the 36 total nominations for these 19 performers, four have won Emmys: Chevy Chase (1976), Gilda Radner (1978), Dana Carvey (1993), and Kate McKinnon[image: External link] (2016).[158]
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SNL has also had an effect on U.S. elections – most commonly presidential elections. Voters have reported that political sketches that were shown on the program influenced them in the voting booth. The so-called SNL Effect was observed during the 2008 presidential campaign[image: External link], according to Mike Dabadie. Two-thirds of voters who responded to a poll said they had seen a broadcast of politically charged content on SNL, with ten percent saying that it had made a difference in their decision. Barack Obama[image: External link] was the beneficiary of the political content, with 59 percent saying they did in fact cast a vote for the Democratic then-nominee.[164]

Chevy Chase's bumbling impression of then-president Gerald Ford[image: External link] during the 1976 presidential election was cited as an influence on the election, and a quote commonly attributed to 2008 vice presidential candidate Sarah Palin stating "I can see Russia from my house" was actually spoken by SNL cast member Tina Fey while portraying Palin.[165] Several politicians have appeared on SNL, including President Gerald Ford[image: External link] (in 1976, during the show's first season), then-Senator Barack Obama (2007), Senator John McCain[image: External link] (2002 & 2008), Senator Hillary Clinton (2008 & 2015), and Governor Sarah Palin (2008), who appeared alongside Fey's Palin impression, resulting in the show's largest audience in 14 years with 14 million viewers.[166][167] Senator Obama's appearance occurred in part because Hillary Clinton abandoned her scheduled appearance.[167] The political content was abandoned briefly following the September 11, 2001[image: External link] terrorist attack in New York, with Poehler saying that the writers did not want to produce politicized material; highly political content would be absent for the next 4 years.[167]
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Main article: List of Saturday Night Live incidents[image: External link]


Due to the show's live factor[image: External link], a number of technical problems, performer mishaps, intentional acts of sabotage by performers, protests, and cuts to dead air[image: External link] have occurred throughout the show's run. One incident that garnered widespread media coverage was the October 3, 1992 appearance by singer Sinéad O'Connor[image: External link], in which she ripped up a photo of Pope John Paul II[image: External link] during her performance.[168][169] On April 13, 1996, the alternative metal band Rage Against the Machine[image: External link] made a statement about the host, billionaire Steve Forbes[image: External link], by hanging two upside-down[image: External link] American flags from their amplifiers. On October 23, 2004, Ashlee Simpson[image: External link] appeared as a musical guest, and there was a lip synching[image: External link] mishap. Her first performance, "Pieces of Me[image: External link]", was performed without incident, but when she began her second song, " Autobiography[image: External link]", the vocals for "Pieces of Me" were heard again through the speakers, even before she had raised the microphone to her mouth. Simpson began to do an impromptu jig, and then left the stage.[170]
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Main article: List of Saturday Night Live home video releases[image: External link]


Currently, Universal Studios Home Entertainment[image: External link] and Lions Gate Entertainment[image: External link] hold video rights to the series. Universal has issued complete season DVD sets of the first few seasons, while Lionsgate's share of the rights are a result of prior contracts with NBC struck before the NBC Universal[image: External link] merger. A majority of Lionsgate's SNL DVDs are "Best Of..." compilations.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Books




Saturday Night Live (ISBN 0-380-01801-2[image: External link]), the first authorized book about the series, was published by Avon Books[image: External link] in 1977 and edited by Anne Beatts[image: External link] and John Head, with photography by Edie Baskin;[171] all three worked for SNL at the time the book was published. The oversized illustrated paperback included the scripts for several sketches by the 1975–1980 cast.[172] In 1986, Doug Hill and Jeff Weingrad authored Saturday Night: A Backstage History of Saturday Night Live (ISBN 0-688-05099-9[image: External link]), a behind-the-scenes look at the first ten seasons. Saturday Night Live: The First Twenty Years (ISBN 0-395-75284-1[image: External link]), by Michael Cader, was released in 1994, and presented information about the cast, characters, and other memorable moments seen on the show from 1975 to 1994.[173]

Live From New York: An Uncensored History of Saturday Night Live, as Told By Its Stars, Writers and Guests (ISBN 0-316-73565-5[image: External link]) was released in 2002. The book, written by Tom Shales[image: External link] and James Andrew Miller, consists of interviews from people who have worked on the show. The interviews reveal personal experiences from what happened backstage and the difficulty of getting the show on air each week.[174] In 2004, former cast member Jay Mohr[image: External link] released his memoir Gasping for Airtime: Two Years in the Trenches of Saturday Night Live[image: External link] (ISBN 1-401-30801-5[image: External link]), about his struggles during his two seasons on the show between 1993 and 1995, dealing with getting sketches on air and the intense work schedule. Cast member Bobby Moynihan described the book as "a handbook on what NOT to do at SNL."[175]
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Main article: List of Saturday Night Live feature films[image: External link]


SNL has made several efforts to develop some of the more popular sketches into feature-length films, with varying degrees of commercial and critical success. The first foray into film came with the successful Aykroyd and Belushi vehicle, The Blues Brothers[image: External link] (1980), which earned over $115 million on a $27 million budget.[176]

In 1990, Michaels oversaw the writing of a sketch anthology feature film titled The Saturday Night Live Movie with many of the show's then-current writing staff, including Al Franken[image: External link], Tom Davis[image: External link], Greg Daniels[image: External link], Jim Downey[image: External link], Conan O'Brien[image: External link], Robert Smigel[image: External link], and George Meyer[image: External link], contributing. The screenplay only got as far as a Revised First Draft dated July 26, 1990 before being abandoned.[177]

However, it was the success of Wayne's World (1992) that encouraged Michaels to produce more film spin-offs[image: External link], based on several popular sketch characters. Michaels revived 1970s characters for Coneheads[image: External link] (1993), followed by It's Pat[image: External link] (1994); Stuart Saves His Family[image: External link] (1995); A Night at the Roxbury[image: External link] (1998); Superstar[image: External link] (1999) and The Ladies Man[image: External link] (2000). Some did moderately well, though others did not—notably, It's Pat, which did so badly at the box office that the studio that made the film, Touchstone Pictures[image: External link] (owned by The Walt Disney Company[image: External link], which also owns NBC's rival ABC[image: External link]), pulled it only one week after releasing it,[178] and Stuart Saves His Family, which lost $14 million. Many of these films were produced by Paramount Pictures[image: External link]. The films based on The Blues Brothers were produced by Universal Studios[image: External link], which merged with NBC in 2004 to form NBC Universal[image: External link] (Universal also has a joint venture[image: External link] with Paramount for international distribution of the two studios' films).



	Film
	Release date

(United States)
	Budget

(estimated)
	Box office revenue



	United States
	Elsewhere
	Worldwide



	The Blues Brothers[image: External link]
	June 20, 1980
	$27 million
	$57,229,890
	$58,000,000
	$115,229,890



	Wayne's World[image: External link]
	February 14, 1992
	$20 million
	$121,697,323
	$61,400,000
	$183,097,323



	Coneheads[image: External link]
	July 23, 1993
	$33 million
	$21,274,717
	N/A
	$21,274,717



	Wayne's World 2[image: External link]
	December 10, 1993
	$40 million
	$48,197,805
	N/A
	$48,197,805



	It's Pat[image: External link]
	August 26, 1994
	$8 million[179]
	$60,822
	N/A
	$60,822



	Stuart Saves His Family[image: External link]
	April 14, 1995
	$15 million
	$912,082
	
	$912,082



	Blues Brothers 2000[image: External link]
	February 6, 1998
	$28 million
	$14,051,384
	N/A
	$14,051,384



	A Night at the Roxbury[image: External link]
	October 2, 1998
	$17 million
	$30,331,165
	N/A
	$30,331,165



	Superstar[image: External link]
	October 8, 1999
	$14 million
	$30,636,478
	N/A
	$30,636,478



	The Ladies Man[image: External link]
	October 13, 2000
	$24 million
	$13,616,610
	$126,602
	$13,743,212



	MacGruber[image: External link]
	May 21, 2010
	$10 million
	$8,525,600
	$797,295
	$9,259,314




The character Bob Roberts from the Tim Robbins[image: External link] film of the same name[image: External link] (1992), first appeared on SNL in a short film about the conservative folk singer.

In addition, the 1999 comedy film Office Space[image: External link] originated from a series of animated short films by Mike Judge[image: External link] that aired on SNL in 1993.[180]

The fictitious American folk music trio The Folksmen[image: External link] first appeared on SNL, performing the song "Old Joe's Place" before later appearing in the film A Mighty Wind[image: External link] (2002). The three members of the Folksmen were the same three comedians: Harry Shearer[image: External link], Michael McKean, and Christopher Guest[image: External link], who also appeared on the same episode as the rock group Spinal Tap[image: External link]. At the time of the appearance (the 1984–85 season), Shearer and Guest were cast members.

Mr. Bill's Real Life Adventures[image: External link] is based off the Mr. Bill[image: External link] sketches from early seasons of SNL.[181][182]
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In 2005, the comedy troupe The Lonely Island[image: External link], consisting of SNL members Andy Samberg[image: External link], Akiva Schaffer[image: External link], and Jorma Taccone[image: External link], gained national exposure after joining the show and debuting their comedic music video "Lazy Sunday[image: External link]", written with fellow cast member Chris Parnell[image: External link]. The song became a surprise hit,[183] and convinced Michaels to encourage the troupe to develop more comedy songs. Further successes with songs including "Like A Boss[image: External link], "Jizz in My Pants[image: External link]", "I'm on a Boat[image: External link]", "We Like Sportz[image: External link]", "Boombox", and "Dick in a Box[image: External link]"—which won an Emmy for Outstanding Original Music and Lyrics in 2007[184]—saw The Lonely Island go on to release two albums, Incredibad[image: External link] (2009)[185] and Turtleneck & Chain[image: External link] (2011), containing SNL-developed songs and original works. The albums were released by Universal Republic Records[image: External link] who were provided with a license to the SNL songs by NBC and Broadway Video.

A cast album was released in 1976 on the Arista label including the song "Chevy's Girls" and comedy bits from the show ("Weekend Update", "Emily Litella", "Gun Control"); it was later re-issued on CD and MP3[image: External link] download.
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Several programs have documented the behind-the-scenes events of the show. A 60 Minutes report taped in October 2004 depicted the intense writing frenzy that goes on during the week leading up to a show, with crowded meetings and long hours. The report particularly noted the involvement of the guest host(s) in developing and selecting the sketches in which they will appear. Similarly, there has been an A&E[image: External link] episode of Biography[image: External link] which covered the production process, as well as an episode of TV Tales in 2002 on E![image: External link]. In 2010, Saturday Night, a 94-minute documentary by actor James Franco[image: External link] in his directorial debut, was released; it follows the production process of the December 6, 2008, episode hosted by John Malkovich[image: External link], from the concept stage to the episode actually airing live. Although it originated as a five-minute short film for Franco's New York University[image: External link] film class, Michaels granted Franco access to the process, allowing the project to be expanded.[112] On February 15, 2015, NBC aired a 3 1/2 hour special on Saturday Night Live's 40th anniversary. The program included a mix of clips, new performances of classic characters from previous cast members and special guest appearances from previous hosts.[186]

In September 2011, ice cream company Ben & Jerry's[image: External link] released a limited-edition ice cream called "Schweddy Balls[image: External link]", inspired by a 1998 sketch of the same name starring Alec Baldwin, Ana Gasteyer[image: External link] and Molly Shannon[image: External link].[187] The ice cream became the fastest-selling Ben & Jerry's limited-edition flavor. The ice cream was also subject to criticism and boycotts by the One Million Moms[image: External link] organization over the "vulgar"[188] name. Some retail chains chose not to sell the flavor, but declined to say if the decision was at their own discretion or based on the One Million Moms boycotts.[188][189] In June 2014, two new flavors inspired by SNL sketches were introduced—Lazy Sunday[image: External link], based on a sketch of the same name featuring Andy Samberg and Chris Parnell, and Gilly's Catastrophic Crunch based on the recurring Gilly[image: External link] sketches featuring Kristen Wiig.[190] Two Wild and Crazy Pies, based on the catchphrase of the recurring Festrunk Brothers[image: External link], was introduced in September 2014,[191] followed by Wayne'Swirled inspired by the eponymous Wayne's World[image: External link] in February 2015.[192]
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	List of recurring Saturday Night Live characters and sketches[image: External link]

	Saturday Night Live parodies of Hillary Clinton[image: External link]

	Saturday Night Live parodies of Sarah Palin[image: External link]

	Saturday Night Live parodies of Donald Trump[image: External link]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ SNL's Beginnings[image: External link] from NBC


	
^ Wilson, Stacey (April 22, 2011). "A Rare Glimpse Inside the Empire of 'SNL's' Lorne Michaels"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter. Prometheus Global Media. Archived[image: External link] from the original on November 13, 2012. Retrieved November 13, 2012.


	
^ a b Shales, Tom (November 10, 2002). "FIRST CHAPTER: 'Live From New York' "[image: External link]. The New York Times[image: External link]. The New York Times Company[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on November 13, 2012. Retrieved November 13, 2012.


	
^ "NBC.com > Saturday Night Live (History)"[image: External link]. NBC.com. Retrieved February 14, 2010.


	
^ Rothman, Lily (September 26, 2014). "The Surprising Story Behind Saturday Night Live’s Most Famous Line"[image: External link]. Time. Retrieved June 18, 2016.


	
^ Hammill, Geoffrey. "Saturday Night Live"[image: External link]. The Museum of Broadcast Communications[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on November 13, 2012. Retrieved November 13, 2012.


	
^ Hill, Doug (1986). Saturday Night: A Backstage History of Saturday Night Live. Beech Tree Books. p. 179.


	
^ Hill, Doug (1986). Saturday Night: A Backstage History of Saturday Night Live. Beech Tree Books. p. 180.


	
^ Hill, Doug (1986). Saturday Night: A Backstage History of Saturday Night Live. Beech Tree Books. p. 187.


	
^ Hill, Doug (1986). Saturday Night: A Backstage History of Saturday Night Live. Beech Tree Books. p. 207.


	
^ Hill, Doug (1986). Saturday Night: A Backstage History of Saturday Night Live. Beech Tree Books. p. 239.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, pp. 121-122.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, pp. 157-159,161.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, pp. 160-161.


	
^ a b Shales & Miller 2002, p. 167.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, pp. 166, 176.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, p. 175.


	
^ a b Shales & Miller 2002, p. 130.


	
^ "Cityfile: Jean Doumanian"[image: External link]. Cityfile. Archived from the original[image: External link] on February 13, 2010. Retrieved February 14, 2010.


	
^ a b c Shales & Miller 2002, pp. 177-179.


	
^ "How Lorne Michaels became comedy's most powerful man"[image: External link]. MSNBC. April 23, 2011. Retrieved April 25, 2011.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, p. 155.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, p. 197.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, p. 200.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, p. 199.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, p. 211.


	
^ a b Shales & Miller 2002, p. 212.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, pp. 352-353, 358.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, pp. 350-351.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, pp. 359.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, pp. 361-362.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, pp. 363.


	
^ Purdum, Todd S. (April 4, 2011). "'Saturday Night Live' mocks politics with bipartisan gusto"[image: External link]. Politico[image: External link]. Allbritton Communications Company[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on January 14, 2012. Retrieved January 14, 2012.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, p. 38.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, p. 23.


	
^ a b Shales & Miller 2002, p. 27.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, p. 28.


	
^ a b Shales & Miller 2002, p. 26.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, p. 34.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, pp. 82-83.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, p. 81.


	
^ a b c Keller, Richard (April 17, 2008). "The Not Ready for Prime-Time Players who made it to the big time: 1975-1985"[image: External link]. AOL[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on January 7, 2012. Retrieved January 7, 2012.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, p. 118.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, p. 140.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, pp. 136-137.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, p. 153.


	
^ Meaney, Jake (October 14, 2010). "'Saturday Night Live: The Best of Eddie Murphy' Brings on Bursts of Genius"[image: External link]. PopMatters[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on November 5, 2013. Retrieved May 8, 2016.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, pp. 161-163,165.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, p. 198.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, p. 209.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, p. 308-309, 346-347.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, p. 352-353,359.


	
^ Graham, Mark (September 28, 2013). "Meet The Six New Faces On Saturday Night Live"[image: External link]. VH1. Viacom Media Networks[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on October 3, 2013. Retrieved May 8, 2016.


	
^ "E News"[image: External link]. Ex-SNL Star Darrell Hammond on His Shocking Drug Past: "I Had the Brilliant Idea I Should Try Crack. Retrieved October 24, 2011.


	
^ Carter, Bill (September 18, 2014). "Darrell Hammond to Replace Don Pardo as the Announcer for ‘Saturday Night Live’"[image: External link]. New York Times.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, p. 219.


	
^ Sneider, Jeff (February 28, 2012). "'Descendants' scribes sell pitch to Indian Paintbrush"[image: External link]. Variety[image: External link]. Reed Business Information[image: External link]. Retrieved February 28, 2012.


	
^ Dunn, Jancee (April 2008). "Tina Fey: Funny Girl"[image: External link]. Reader's Digest[image: External link]. The Reader's Digest Association[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on January 7, 2012. Retrieved January 7, 2012.


	
^ "SNL FAQ"[image: External link]. Broadway Video[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on January 9, 2012. Retrieved January 1, 2012.


	
^ a b c d Evans, Bradford (October 27, 2011). "The Lost Weekend Update Anchors"[image: External link]. Splitsider[image: External link]. The Awl[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on January 9, 2012. Retrieved January 9, 2012.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, p. 286.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, p. 293.


	
^ Cooper, Gael Fashingbauer (January 23, 2014). "'SNL' head writer to join Cecily Strong as 'Weekend Update' co-anchor"[image: External link]. The Today Show. Retrieved January 23, 2014.


	
^ [1][image: External link] from NBC


	
^ Ng, Philiana (March 12, 2010). "Jimmy Fallon Reveals Secrets Behind the Best 'Late Night' Sketches"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter. Prometheus Global Media. Retrieved January 24, 2012.


	
^ a b c d Bogdanovich, Peter (August 16, 1999). "SNL's Killer Contract"[image: External link]. The New York Observer[image: External link]. Jared Kushner[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on January 24, 2012. Retrieved January 24, 2012.


	
^ Barker, Olivia (May 21, 2010). "Kristen Wiig of 'SNL' helps save the day in 'MacGruber' "[image: External link]. USA Today. Gannett Company. Retrieved January 24, 2012.


	
^ a b Mohr 2004, p. 81.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, p. 78.


	
^ "War of the Funnymen – Netscape Celebrity"[image: External link]. Webcenters.netscape.compuserve.com. Archived from the original[image: External link] on October 3, 2010. Retrieved September 11, 2010.


	
^ Collman, Ashley (January 6, 2014). "Saturday Night Live hires stand-up comic Sasheer Zamata as first black female cast member in Six years"[image: External link]. DailyMail[image: External link]. London. Retrieved January 7, 2014. Show creator Lorne Michaels doesn't usually add cast members mid-season but decided to break tradition after facing criticism over the show's lack of diversity.


	
^ Goldberg, Lesley (January 6, 2014). "Upright Citizens Brigade alum Sasheer Zamata will join the late-night sketch series Jan. 18."[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Retrieved January 7, 2014. ... the long-running sketch series faced widespread criticism that the new cast of SNL lacked minority faces and specifically the inclusion of an African-American woman.


	
^ Carter, Bill (January 6, 2014). "'S.N.L' Hires Black Female Cast Member"[image: External link]. New York Times[image: External link]. Retrieved January 7, 2014. The selection of Ms. Zamata came at the conclusion of what amounted to a midseason talent search by S.N.L., which had been criticized for what was described as a glaring omission in the show's cast.


	
^ Abramovitch, Seth (September 16, 2013). "'SNL' Announces Hire of 6 New Castmembers"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter. Prometheus Global Media. Archived[image: External link] from the original on September 19, 2013. Retrieved May 8, 2016.


	
^ "SNL Backstage"[image: External link]. Saturday Night Live. NBC. December 17, 2011. Archived[image: External link] from the original on December 18, 2011. Retrieved December 18, 2011.


	
^ a b Wright, Megh (September 8, 2010). "Behind SNL's Weekend Update: Interview with Writer/Producer Doug Abeles"[image: External link]. Gawker[image: External link]. Gawker Media. Archived from the original[image: External link] on January 9, 2012. Retrieved January 9, 2012.


	
^ "Comedy Isn't Funny"[image: External link]. Nymag.com[image: External link]. Retrieved June 20, 2015.


	
^ "Host of Late Night with Conan O'Brien"[image: External link]. Greater Talent Network. Archived from the original[image: External link] on April 18, 2008. Retrieved May 11, 2008.


	
^ "Top 10 Post-SNL Careers"[image: External link]. Time. Time Inc.[image: External link] June 5, 2009. Retrieved January 24, 2012.


	
^ Levin, Gary (February 8, 2001). "Fey makes way in funnyman's world". USA Today: 04.D.


	
^ Gay, Jason (March 4, 2001). "Meet Four-Eyed New Sex Symbol, 'Weekend Update' Anchor Tina Fey"[image: External link]. The New York Observer[image: External link]. Retrieved July 1, 2009.


	
^ Witchel, Alex (November 25, 2001). "Counterintelligence; 'Update' Anchor: The Brains Behind Herself"[image: External link]. The New York Times[image: External link]. Retrieved July 1, 2009.


	
^ Otto, Jeff (April 23, 2004). "IGN Interviews Tina Fey"[image: External link]. IGN. p. 1. Retrieved August 10, 2010.


	
^ Ebert, Roger (November 3, 2010). "Megamind"[image: External link]. Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link]. Retrieved November 5, 2010.


	
^ Grosz, Christy (June 10, 2009). "Tina Fey: Let's face it; she rocks"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times[image: External link]. p. 1. Retrieved September 15, 2009.


	
^ Poniewozik, James (September 18, 2006). "Do Not Adjust Your Set"[image: External link]. Time. Retrieved July 2, 2009.


	
^ Banay, Sophia (September 26, 2008). "Fey Day"[image: External link]. Gawker[image: External link]. Gawker Media. Retrieved January 24, 2012.


	
^ a b c Schneider, Michael (September 17, 2010). "'SNL' retirement for announcing legend Don Pardo?"[image: External link]. Variety. Reed Business Information. Retrieved May 24, 2011.


	
^ "R.I.P. ‘Saturday Night Live’ Announcer Don Pardo"[image: External link]. Deadline.com. PMC. August 18, 2014. Archived[image: External link] from the original on August 19, 2014. Retrieved August 19, 2014.


	
^ "Jamie Lee Curtis/The Fixx". Saturday Night Live. February 18, 1984. NBC.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, p. 295.


	
^ Ausiello, Michael (September 18, 2014). "SNL Taps Darrell Hammond to Succeed Don Pardo as Announcer"[image: External link]. TVLine[image: External link]. Retrieved September 18, 2014.


	
^ a b Shales & Miller 2002, p. 229.


	
^ Sklar, Rachel (February 7, 2008). "George Carlin's SNL Monologue"[image: External link]. The Huffington Post. Archived[image: External link] from the original on January 14, 2012. Retrieved January 14, 2012.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, p. 44.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, p. 48.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, p. 396.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, p. 230.


	
^ Hartsell, Carol (March 10, 2013). "Justin Timberlake Joins The Five-Timers Club During 'SNL' Monologue (VIDEO)"[image: External link]. The Huffington Post. Archived[image: External link] from the original on March 10, 2013. Retrieved March 10, 2013.


	
^ Semigran, Aly (September 25, 2011). "'Saturday Night Live' recap: The return of the king (a.k.a. Alec Baldwin)"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly[image: External link]. Time Inc.[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] from the original on January 8, 2012. Retrieved January 8, 2012.


	
^ "Dave Grohl Makes His 11th Appearance on 'Saturday Night Live' Tonight"[image: External link]. Rolling Stone. Jann Wenner[image: External link]. May 19, 2011. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 20, 2012. Retrieved May 19, 2012.


	
^ a b Shales & Miller 2002, p. 45.


	
^ Leung, Rebecca (February 11, 2009). "Michaels: Lip-Sync An 'SNL' No-No"[image: External link]. 60 Minutes[image: External link]. CBS[image: External link]. Retrieved January 25, 2012.


	
^ SNL Band[image: External link] from NBC


	
^ Darr, Deanna (May 16, 2013). "On the Record: 'Tapestry,' SNL songs close, but not the same"[image: External link]. Rapid City Journal[image: External link]. Retrieved May 4, 2017.


	
^ a b c d Shales & Miller 2002, p. 31.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, p. 30.


	
^ SNL's Studio[image: External link] from NBC


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, p. 35.


	
^ a b c d e Mohr 2004, p. 27.


	
^ a b c d Shales & Miller 2002, p. 79.


	
^ a b c d e f Carlson, Daniel (October 14, 2010). "Saturday Night -- Film Review"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Prometheus Global Media[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on January 7, 2012. Retrieved January 7, 2012.


	
^ a b Mohr 2004, p. 28.


	
^ Mohr 2004, pp. 28-29.


	
^ Mohr 2004, p. 30.


	
^ Mohr 2004, p. 23.


	
^ "Writer and Actress Tina Fey (Time 15:30)"[image: External link] (Audio). Fresh Air[image: External link]. NPR[image: External link]. April 28, 2004. Retrieved March 3, 2008.


	
^ Hill, Julianne (August 2000). "SNL's Tina Fey". Writer's Digest[image: External link]: 40.


	
^ "Case study. Saturday Night Live: Live from New York through a fibre channel SAN"[image: External link] (PDF). QLogic. 2005. Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on February 17, 2010. Retrieved November 16, 2009.


	
^ "Broadway Video's reinvention by design"[image: External link]. Post (magazine). May 1, 2009. Retrieved February 16, 2015.


	
^ "Welcome to Broadway Video"[image: External link]. Broadwayvideo.com. Retrieved April 12, 2010.


	
^ "NBC Production Services"[image: External link]. NBC Production Services. Retrieved April 12, 2010.


	
^ http://www.esd.ny.gov/Reports/2015_2016/FTCP_4Q2015_Report.pdf[image: External link]


	
^ "NBC's Saturday Night Live shoots opening title sequence in full 1080p HD video with Canon's EOS digital SLR cameras"[image: External link]. Shoot[image: External link]. November 11, 2009. Retrieved November 16, 2009.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, p. 39.


	
^ Shales & Miller 2002, p. 41.


	
^ Sawalich, William (February 23, 2010). "Mary Ellen Matthews: It's Saturday Night!"[image: External link]. Digital Photo Pro. Retrieved April 19, 2011.


	
^ a b Sawalich, William (February 23, 2010). "Mary Ellen Matthews: It's Saturday Night!"[image: External link]. Digital Photo Pro. Retrieved April 19, 2011.


	
^ a b c "NBC.com - Saturday Night Live (About)"[image: External link]. NBC.com. Retrieved April 29, 2011.


	
^ Schneider, Michael. "NBC Brings Saturday Night Live to Saturday Primetime"[image: External link]. tvguide.com. Retrieved April 16, 2014.


	
^ Romano, Allison (October 25, 2002). "Comedy Central Goes Mad"[image: External link]. Broadcasting & Cable[image: External link]. Retrieved March 3, 2008.


	
^ "Classic Saturday Night Live Episodes Now Airing On VH1"[image: External link]. VH1. September 27, 2010. Retrieved April 30, 2011.


	
^ "SNL to Air Live in All Time Zones for First Time Ever"[image: External link]. The Daily Beast. Retrieved 16 March 2017.


	
^ a b c d "Saturday Night Live's International Siblings"[image: External link]. jezebel. Retrieved June 26, 2011.


	
^ "Saturday Night Live - Ohjelmat - MTV.fi"[image: External link]. mtv. Retrieved January 6, 2015.


	
^ "OSN"[image: External link]. OSN. October 15, 2011. Retrieved October 23, 2011.


	
^ http://tv.burrp.com/channel/Comedy%20Central/267/[image: External link]


	
^ a b "SNL Italy"[image: External link]. Tv.mediaset.it. July 6, 2011. Archived from the original[image: External link] on August 16, 2011. Retrieved August 6, 2011.


	
^ Choi, EunHwa (November 22, 2011). "Saturday Night Live Korea to Start Airing on December 3"[image: External link]. enewsWorld. CJ E&M. Retrieved March 9, 2013.


	
^ Noh, Hyun-gi (November 27, 2011). "Live from Seoul, It's Saturday Night!"[image: External link]. Korea Times. Retrieved March 9, 2013.


	
^ "김주혁, <SNL KOREA> 코믹 화보 폭소 작렬 '이런 모습 처음이야"[image: External link]. JK Star News (in Korean). November 28, 2011. Retrieved November 23, 2012.


	
^ "tvN-장진 감독, 한국판 '새터데이 나이트 라이브' 제작 합심"[image: External link]. Boom Seoul (in Korean). November 9, 2011. Retrieved November 23, 2012.


	
^ "'SNL 코리아', 유쾌함 뒤에 숨겨진 숨가쁜 생방송 현장 속으로"[image: External link]. Asia Economy (in Korean). July 21, 2013. Retrieved July 25, 2013.


	
^ "SNL Japan"[image: External link]. Axiommagazine.jp. June 5, 2011. Retrieved August 6, 2011.


	
^ Angelo, Megan (June 4, 2011). "Saturday Night Live JPN"[image: External link]. Businessinsider.com. Retrieved August 6, 2011.


	
^ "Live from Tokyo, it’s Saturday Night!"[image: External link]. japantimes.co.jp. July 8, 2011. Retrieved February 5, 2015.


	
^ Sobolewski, Samantha (May 8, 2013). "Saturday Night Live gets Canadian treatment". The Loop[image: External link].


	
^ Brendan Kelly (May 13, 2014). "SNL Quebec is returning for a second season"[image: External link]. Montreal Gazette[image: External link]. Retrieved December 12, 2014.


	
^ "SNL Québec victime des compressions à Télé-Québec"[image: External link]. Radio-Canada[image: External link], March 3, 2015.


	
^ "Radio-Canada repêche les comédiens de SNL Québec"[image: External link]. La Presse[image: External link], April 9, 2015.


	
^ "Saturday Night Live (TV Series) Rosanna Arquette/Ric Ocasek (1986) Trivia"[image: External link]. IMDb. Retrieved 23 January 2017.


	
^ "Fight Club"[image: External link]. CNN. February 26, 2001. Archived from the original[image: External link] on September 9, 2010.


	
^ "TV Guide names Top 50 shows"[image: External link]. Associated Press/CBS News. April 26, 2002. Retrieved November 23, 2009.


	
^ Poniewozik, James[image: External link] (September 6, 2007). "The 100 Best TV Shows of All-TIME "[image: External link]. Time. Time.com. Retrieved March 4, 2010.


	
^ "'101 Best Written TV Series Of All Time' From WGA/TV Guide: Complete List"[image: External link]. Deadline.com. PMC. June 2, 2013. Archived[image: External link] from the original on June 3, 2013. Retrieved June 3, 2013.


	
^ Fretts, Bruce; Roush, Matt. "The Greatest Shows on Earth". TV Guide Magazine. 61 (3194-3195): 16–19.


	
^ Katz, Josh (2016-12-27). "‘Duck Dynasty’ vs. ‘Modern Family’: 50 Maps of the U.S. Cultural Divide"[image: External link]. The New York Times.


	
^ a b "Primetime Emmy Award Database"[image: External link]. Emmys.com. Retrieved February 11, 2016.


	
^ "George Foster Peabody award winners"[image: External link] (PDF). National Association of Broadcasters. Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on July 26, 2011. Retrieved November 23, 2009.


	
^ "Writers Guild Awards"[image: External link]. Writers Guild of America, West. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 3, 2012. Retrieved May 8, 2016.


	
^ "With 13 Additional Emmy Nominations, 'Saturday Night Live' Breaks Record as Most Nominated Show in Awards Program's History"[image: External link]. TVWeek. Retrieved November 6, 2010.


	
^ Itzkoff, Dave (July 8, 2010). "Saturday Night Live Breaks an Emmy Record, and Lorne Michaels Is Cool With That"[image: External link]. The New York Times.


	
^ Appelo, Tim (August 22, 2012). "Emmys 2012: Kristen Wiig, Kathryn Joosten Top This Year's Last Chance Contenders"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter. Prometheus Global Media. Archived[image: External link] from the original on August 29, 2013. Retrieved August 22, 2012.


	
^ Fitzpatrick, John (November 5, 2008). "The SNL Effect: 'Saturday Night Live' Political Skits Make Real Impact on Voters"[image: External link]. Reuters[image: External link]. Thomson Reuters[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on August 29, 2013. Retrieved August 29, 2013.


	
^ Kingkade, Tyler (September 25, 2012). "'Saturday Night Live' Political Skits May Sway The Presidential Election, Academics Argue"[image: External link]. The Huffington Post. Archived[image: External link] from the original on August 29, 2013. Retrieved August 29, 2013.


	
^ Patten, Dominic (May 2, 2012). "No SNL For Mitt Romney This Season, Says Lorne Michaels"[image: External link]. Deadline.com[image: External link]. PMC[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on January 14, 2012. Retrieved May 2, 2012.


	
^ a b c Miller, James Andrew; Shales, Tom (August 20, 2014). "'SNL' Political Secrets Revealed: Hillary's "Entitlement," the Sketch Obama Killed and the Show's "Karl Rove" "[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter. Prometheus Global Media. Archived[image: External link] from the original on October 19, 2014. Retrieved October 19, 2014.


	
^ Tapper, Jake (October 13, 2002). "Sin"[image: External link]. Salon. Retrieved June 19, 2015.


	
^ Murray, Noel (March 7, 2006). "Inventory: Ten Memorable Saturday Night Live Musical Moments"[image: External link]. A.V. Club. The Onion. Retrieved January 22, 2015.


	
^ "Ashlee Simpson takes ‘SNL’ lip sync blame"[image: External link]. Today. NBC News[image: External link]. October 28, 2004. Retrieved June 19, 2015.


	
^ Saturday Night Live (1977)[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] September 10, 2015, at the Wayback Machine[image: External link]. from the Library of Congress[image: External link] Online Catalog


	
^ Eric Idle Books[image: External link] from dailyllama.com


	
^ Fretts, Bruce (October 7, 1994). "Book Review: 'Saturday Night Live: The First Twenty Years'."[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly. Retrieved April 30, 2011.


	
^ O'Sullivan, William (January 4, 2003). "Live From New York: An Uncensored History of Saturday Night Live, Definitive record of an enduring creative work"[image: External link]. Washingtonian. Retrieved April 30, 2011.


	
^ Ryan, Mike (February 26, 2009). "'SNL's' Bobby Moynihan Discusses Working with Beyonce, Justin Timberlake, James Franco And More"[image: External link]. Starpulse. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2014-03-01. Retrieved January 26, 2012.


	
^ "The Blues Brothers"[image: External link]. Box Office Mojo[image: External link]. Internet Movie Database[image: External link]. Retrieved December 16, 2008.


	
^ Script Review: THE SATURDAY NIGHT LIVE MOVIE[image: External link] from filmbuffonline.com


	
^ Live, From New York, It's the Worst Movies From the Cast of SNL[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] May 27, 2010, at the Wayback Machine[image: External link]. from filmcritic.com


	
^ It's Pat: Julia Sweeney's gender-bending character goes to Hollywood, but can he ... er ... she ... er ... er ... Pat cross over?[image: External link], a September 1994 article from Rolling Stone>


	
^ Fierman, Daniel (February 26, 1999). "Judge's Dread"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly[image: External link]. Retrieved August 16, 2007.


	
^ "Mr. Bill's Real Life Adventures (1986) - IMDb"[image: External link]. IMDb. Retrieved October 1, 2013.


	
^ Rosenberg, Howard (September 10, 1986). "The First Arrivals on the Home Front"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times. p. 1, Calendar section. Retrieved October 11, 2013.


	
^ Stein, Joel (April 17, 2006). "Straight Outta Narnia"[image: External link]. TIME. Retrieved May 13, 2011.


	
^ "2007 Emmy Winners: the Complete List"[image: External link]. Daily News (New York)[image: External link]. September 17, 2007. Retrieved December 22, 2008.


	
^ Kaufman, Gil (December 10, 2008). "'SNL' Star Andy Samberg Recruits T-Pain, Justin Timberlake, Norah Jones for New Album"[image: External link]. MTV News[image: External link]. Retrieved December 13, 2008.


	
^ Lowry, Brian (February 16, 2015). "TV Review: 'Saturday Night Live's' 40th Exhibits Middle-Aged Bloat"[image: External link]. Variety.


	
^ Steinmetz, Katy (September 7, 2011). "Schweddy Balls: Ben & Jerry's Newest Vermont Export"[image: External link]. Time. Time Inc.[image: External link] Retrieved February 21, 2012.


	
^ a b Netburn, Deborah (September 23, 2011). "Is Ben & Jerry's 'Schweddy Balls' R-rated ice cream?"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times[image: External link]. Tribune Company[image: External link]. Retrieved February 21, 2012.


	
^ Semigran, Aly (October 21, 2011). "Ben & Jerry's Schweddy Balls not being sold in some stores: Have you had a taste yet?"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly[image: External link]. Time Inc.[image: External link] Retrieved February 21, 2012.


	
^ Kludt, Amanda (June 19, 2014). "Ben & Jerry's Introduces SNL-Themed Ice Cream"[image: External link]. Eater. Retrieved December 12, 2014.


	
^ Aiken, Kristen (September 24, 2014). "Ben & Jerry's New 'SNL'-Inspired Flavor Is Their Best Yet, But You Won't Find It In A Pint"[image: External link]. The Huffington Post. Retrieved February 16, 2015.


	
^ "Introducing Wayne'Swirled: The Newest SNL Batch!"[image: External link]. Ben & Jerry. February 10, 2015. Retrieved February 16, 2015.







	Bibliography




	Mohr, Jay[image: External link] (2004). Gasping for Airtime: Two Years in the Trenches of Saturday Night Live[image: External link]. New York: Hyperion Books[image: External link]. ISBN[image: External link]  1-4013-0006-5[image: External link].

	Hill, Doug; Weingrad, Jeff (1986). Saturday Night: A Backstage History of Saturday Night Live. New York: Beech Tree Books. ISBN[image: External link]  0-688-05099-9[image: External link].

	Shales, Tom[image: External link]; Miller, James Andrew (2002). Live from New York: An Uncensored History of Saturday Night Live. New York: Hachette Book Group USA[image: External link]. ISBN[image: External link]  0-316-73565-5[image: External link].













[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Further reading






	Cader, Michael (1994). Saturday Night Live: The First Twenty Years. Boston: Houghton Mifflin[image: External link]. ISBN 0-395-70895-8[image: External link].

	Davis, Tom (2009). Thirty-Nine Years of Short-Term Memory Loss: The Early Days of SNL from Someome Who Was There. New York: Grove Press. ISBN 0-802-11880-1[image: External link].

	Streeter, Michael (2005). Nothing Lost Forever: The Films of Tom Schiller. New York: BearManor Media. ISBN 1-59393-032-1[image: External link].






[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





Find more aboutSaturday Night Liveat Wikipedia's sister projects[image: External link]



	Media[image: External link] from Commons

	Quotations[image: External link] from Wikiquote

	Data[image: External link] from Wikidata






	Official website[image: External link]

	Official Broadway Video webpage[image: External link]

	
Saturday Night Live[image: External link] on Internet Movie Database


	
Saturday Night Live[image: External link] at TV.com[image: External link]


	
Saturday Night Live video archive[image: External link] at Yahoo! Screen[image: External link]


	
Saturday Night Live-related interview videos[image: External link] at the Archive of American Television[image: External link]


	
Saturday Night Live[image: External link] at DMOZ






Categories[image: External link]:

	Saturday Night Live[image: External link]

	1970s American television series[image: External link]

	1975 American television series debuts[image: External link]

	1980s American television series[image: External link]

	1990s American television series[image: External link]

	2000s American television series[image: External link]

	2010s American television series[image: External link]

	American late-night television programs[image: External link]

	American sketch comedy television shows[image: External link]

	American variety television series[image: External link]

	Counterculture of the 1960s[image: External link]

	English-language television programming[image: External link]

	Live television programs[image: External link]

	NBC network shows[image: External link]

	Peabody Award-winning television programs[image: External link]

	Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Variety Series winners[image: External link]

	Satirical television programmes[image: External link]

	Television controversies in the United States[image: External link]

	Television programs featuring puppetry[image: External link]

	Television series by Broadway Video[image: External link]

	Television series by Universal Television[image: External link]

	Television shows filmed in New York[image: External link]














This page was last edited on 8 June 2017, at 14:44.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Saturday Night Live: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saturday_Night_Live [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Saturday_Night_Live [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Performances

	2 Presenters

	3 Awards

	4 Cancelled performances

	5 Records

	6 In Memoriam

	7 Trivia

	8 Artists with multiple nominations and awards

	9 References

	10 External links





51St Annual Grammy Awards






The 51st Annual Grammy Awards took place at the Staples Center[image: External link] in Los Angeles[image: External link], on February 8, 2009. Robert Plant[image: External link] & Alison Krauss were the biggest winners of the night, winning five awards including Album of the Year for their critically acclaimed Raising Sand. Krauss became the sixth female solo artist to have won 5 awards in one night joining Lauryn Hill, Alicia Keys, Norah Jones, Beyoncé Knowles[image: External link], and Amy Winehouse.[1] Lil Wayne[image: External link] received the most nominations with eight.

The awards broadcast won a 2009 Creative Arts Emmy[image: External link] for Outstanding Sound Mixing for a Variety or Music Series or Special.
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Allen Toussaint[image: External link]

	"Tie My Hands[image: External link]"



	
Robert Plant[image: External link]

Alison Krauss

	"Rich Woman"

"Gone, Gone, Gone (Done Moved On)[image: External link]"



	Stevie Wonder
	"All About the Love Again[image: External link]"
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 Presenters





	LL Cool J[image: External link]

	Duffy[image: External link]

	Whitney Houston

	T-Pain

	Al Green[image: External link]

	Natalie Cole

	Kanye West

	Herbie Hancock

	Green Day[image: External link]

	Blink-182[image: External link]

	Sean Combs[image: External link]

	Morgan Freeman[image: External link]

	Charlie Haden[image: External link]

	Estelle[image: External link]

	Jack Black[image: External link]

	Zooey Deschanel[image: External link]

	will.i.am[image: External link]

	Queen Latifah[image: External link]

	Gwyneth Paltrow[image: External link]

	Craig Ferguson[image: External link]

	
Simon Baker[image: External link][2]
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 Special merit awards





	MusiCares Person of the Year[image: External link]




	Neil Diamond[image: External link]




	Lifetime Achievement Award winners




	Gene Autry[image: External link]

	The Blind Boys of Alabama[image: External link]

	The Four Tops[image: External link]

	Hank Jones[image: External link]

	Brenda Lee[image: External link]

	Dean Martin[image: External link]

	Tom Paxton[image: External link]




	Trustees Award winners




	George Avakian[image: External link]

	Elliott Carter[image: External link]

	Allen Toussaint[image: External link]




	Technical Grammy Award winners




	Clarence "Leo" Fender

	Universal Audio[image: External link]




	President's Merit Award




	Clive Davis[image: External link]
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For all of these there are both nominees and winners, the winners are in bold.


	Record of the Year




	
"Please Read the Letter[image: External link]" – Robert Plant[image: External link] & Alison Krauss

	T Bone Burnett[image: External link], producer; Mike Piersante[image: External link], engineer/Mixer





	"Chasing Pavements" – Adele

	
Eg White[image: External link], producer; Tom Elmhirst & Steve Price[image: External link], engineer/mixers





	"Viva la Vida[image: External link]" – Coldplay

	
Markus Dravs[image: External link], Brian Eno[image: External link] & Rik Simpson[image: External link], producers; Michael Brauer[image: External link] & Rik Simpson[image: External link], engineers/mixers





	"Bleeding Love" – Leona Lewis

	
Simon Cowell[image: External link], Clive Davis[image: External link] & Ryan "Alias" Tedder, producers; Craig Durrance, Phil Tan[image: External link] & Ryan "Alias" Tedder, engineers/mixers





	"Paper Planes[image: External link]" – M.I.A.[image: External link]

	
Diplo[image: External link], producer; Switch[image: External link], engineer/mixer








	Album of the Year




	
Raising Sand – Robert Plant[image: External link] & Alison Krauss

	T Bone Burnett[image: External link], producer; Mike Piersante[image: External link], engineer/mixer; Gavin Lurssen[image: External link], mastering engineer





	
Viva la Vida or Death and All His Friends[image: External link] – Coldplay

	
Markus Dravs[image: External link], Brian Eno[image: External link] & Rik Simpson[image: External link], producers; Michael H. Brauer[image: External link], Markus Dravs, John O'Mahoney, Rik Simpson & Andy Wallace[image: External link], engineers/mixers; Bob Ludwig, mastering engineer





	
Tha Carter III[image: External link] – Lil Wayne[image: External link]

	
Babyface[image: External link], Brisco[image: External link], Fabolous[image: External link], Jay-Z[image: External link], Kidd Kidd[image: External link], Busta Rhymes[image: External link], Juelz Santana[image: External link], D. Smith, Static Major[image: External link], T-Pain & Bobby Valentino[image: External link], featured artists; Alchemist[image: External link], David Banner[image: External link], Vaushaun "Maestro" Brooks[image: External link], Cool & Dre[image: External link], Andrews "Drew" Correa[image: External link], Shondrae "Mr. Bangladesh" Crawford[image: External link], Darius "Deezle" Harrison[image: External link], Jim Jonsin[image: External link], Mousa, Pro Jay, Rodnae, Skillz & Play[image: External link], D. Smith, Swizz Beatz[image: External link], Robin Thicke, T-Pain & Kanye West, producers; Angel Aponte, Joshua Berkman, Andrew Dawson[image: External link], Joe G, Darius "Deezle" Harrison, Fabian Marasciullo, Miguel Scott, Robin Thicke, Julian Vasquez & Gina Victoria, engineers/mixers; Vlado Meller[image: External link], mastering engineer





	
Year of the Gentleman[image: External link] – Ne-Yo[image: External link]

	
Chuck Harmony[image: External link], Ne-Yo, Polow Da Don[image: External link], StarGate[image: External link], Stereotypes[image: External link], Syience[image: External link], Shea Taylor & Shomari "Sho" Wilson, producers; Kirven Arrington, Jeff Chestek, Kevin "KD" Davis, Mikkel Eriksen, Jaymz Hardy Martin, III, Geno Regist, Phil Tan[image: External link] & Tony Terrebonne, engineers/mixers; Herb Powers, Jr., mastering engineer





	
In Rainbows[image: External link] – Radiohead[image: External link]

	
Nigel Godrich[image: External link], producer; Nigel Godrich, Dan Grech-Marguerat[image: External link], Hugo Nicolson[image: External link] & Richard Woodcraft, engineers/mixers; Bob Ludwig, mastering engineer








	Song of the Year




	
"Viva la Vida[image: External link]"

	Guy Berryman[image: External link], Jonny Buckland[image: External link], Will Champion[image: External link] & Chris Martin[image: External link], songwriters (Coldplay)





	"American Boy[image: External link]"

	
William Adams[image: External link], Keith Harris, Josh Lopez, Caleb Speir, John Stephens, Estelle Swaray[image: External link] & Kanye West, songwriters (Estelle featuring Kanye West)





	"Chasing Pavements"

	
Adele Adkins & Eg White[image: External link], songwriters (Adele)





	"I'm Yours[image: External link]"

	
Jason Mraz[image: External link], songwriter (Jason Mraz)





	"Love Song[image: External link]"

	
Sara Bareilles[image: External link], songwriter (Sara Bareilles)








	Best New Artist[image: External link]




	Adele

	Duffy[image: External link]

	The Jonas Brothers[image: External link]

	Lady Antebellum

	Jazmine Sullivan[image: External link]
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	Best Female Pop Vocal Performance[image: External link]




	"Chasing Pavements" – Adele

	"Love Song[image: External link]" - Sara Bareilles[image: External link]


	" Mercy[image: External link]" - Duffy[image: External link]


	"Bleeding Love" - Leona Lewis


	"I Kissed a Girl[image: External link] - Katy Perry[image: External link]


	"So What[image: External link]" - Pink





	Best Male Pop Vocal Performance[image: External link]




	"All Summer Long[image: External link]" - Kid Rock[image: External link]


	" Say[image: External link]" – John Mayer

	"That Was Me[image: External link]" - Paul McCartney[image: External link]


	"I'm Yours[image: External link]" - Jason Mraz[image: External link]


	" Closer[image: External link]" - Ne-Yo[image: External link]


	"Wichita Lineman[image: External link]" - James Taylor[image: External link]





	Grammy Award for Best Pop Performance by a Duo or Group with Vocals[image: External link]




	"Viva la Vida[image: External link]" – Coldplay

	"Waiting in the Weeds[image: External link]" - Eagles[image: External link]


	"Going On[image: External link]" - Gnarls Barkley


	"Won't Go Home Without You[image: External link]" - Maroon 5


	" Apologize[image: External link]" - OneRepublic[image: External link]





	Best Pop Collaboration with Vocals[image: External link]




	"Lesson Learned" - Alicia Keys & John Mayer


	"4 Minutes[image: External link]" - Madonna, Justin Timberlake & Timbaland[image: External link]


	"Rich Woman[image: External link]" – Robert Plant[image: External link] & Alison Krauss

	"If I Never See Your Face Again[image: External link]" - Maroon 5 & Rihanna


	"No Air[image: External link]" - Jordin Sparks[image: External link] & Chris Brown[image: External link]





	Best Pop Instrumental Performance[image: External link]




	"Love Appetite" - Steve Cropper[image: External link] & Felix Cavaliere[image: External link]


	"I Dreamed There Was No War[image: External link]" – Eagles[image: External link]

	"Fortune Teller[image: External link]"- Fourplay[image: External link]


	"Steppin' Out[image: External link]" - Stanley Jordan[image: External link]


	" Blast![image: External link]" - Marcus Miller[image: External link]





	Best Pop Instrumental Album[image: External link]




	
Sax for Stax[image: External link] - Gerald Albright[image: External link]


	
Greatest Hits Rerecorded Volume One - Larry Carlton[image: External link]


	Jingle All the Way[image: External link] – Béla Fleck and the Flecktones[image: External link]

	
The Spice of Life[image: External link] - Earl Klugh[image: External link]


	A Night Before Christmas[image: External link]" - Spyro Gyra[image: External link]




	Best Pop Vocal Album[image: External link]




	
Detours[image: External link] - Sheryl Crow


	Rockferry[image: External link] – Duffy[image: External link]

	
Long Road Out of Eden[image: External link] - Eagles[image: External link]


	
Spirit[image: External link] - Leona Lewis


	
Covers[image: External link] - James Taylor[image: External link]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Dance





	Best Dance Recording[image: External link]




	"Harder, Better, Faster, Stronger (Alive 2007)[image: External link]" – Daft Punk

	"Ready for the Floor[image: External link]" - Hot Chip[image: External link]


	"Just Dance[image: External link]" - Lady Gaga & Colby O' Donis[image: External link]


	"Give It 2 Me[image: External link]" - Madonna


	" Disturbia[image: External link]" - Rihanna


	"Black & Gold[image: External link]" - Sam Sparro[image: External link]





	Best Electronic/Dance Album[image: External link]




	
New York City[image: External link] - Brazilian Girls[image: External link]


	Alive 2007[image: External link] – Daft Punk

	
Bring Ya to the Brink[image: External link] - Cyndi Lauper


	
X[image: External link] - Kylie Minogue[image: External link]


	
Last Night[image: External link] - Moby[image: External link]


	
Robyn[image: External link] - Robyn[image: External link]
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	Best Traditional Pop Vocal Album[image: External link]




	Still Unforgettable[image: External link] – Natalie Cole

	
The Sinatra Project[image: External link] - Michael Feinstein[image: External link]


	
Noël[image: External link] - Josh Groban[image: External link]


	
In the Swing of Christmas[image: External link] - Barry Manilow[image: External link]


	
Rufus Does Judy at Carnegie Hall[image: External link] - Rufus Wainwright[image: External link]
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	Best Solo Rock Vocal Performance[image: External link]




	" Gravity[image: External link]" – John Mayer

	"I Saw Her Standing There[image: External link]" - Paul McCartney[image: External link]


	"Girls in Their Summer Clothes[image: External link]" Bruce Springsteen


	"Rise" - Eddie Vedder[image: External link]


	"No Hidden Path[image: External link]" - Neil Young





	Best Rock Performance by a Duo or Group with Vocal[image: External link]




	"Sex on Fire[image: External link]" – Kings of Leon

	"Rock N' Roll Train[image: External link]" - AC/DC[image: External link]


	"Violet Hill[image: External link]" - Coldplay


	"Long Road Out of Eden[image: External link]" - Eagles[image: External link]


	"House of Cards[image: External link]" - Radiohead[image: External link]





	Best Hard Rock Performance[image: External link]




	"Inside the Fire[image: External link]" - Disturbed[image: External link]


	"Visions" - Judas Priest[image: External link]


	
"Wax Simulacra[image: External link]" – The Mars Volta[image: External link]"

	"Saints of Los Angeles[image: External link]" - Mötley Crüe[image: External link]


	"Lords of Salem[image: External link]" - Rob Zombie[image: External link]





	Best Metal Performance[image: External link]




	"Heroes of Our Time[image: External link]" - DragonForce[image: External link]


	" Nostradamus[image: External link]" - Judas Priest[image: External link]


	"My Apocalypse[image: External link]" – Metallica[image: External link]

	"Under My Thumb[image: External link]" - Ministry[image: External link]


	" Psychosocial[image: External link]" - Slipknot[image: External link]





	Best Rock Instrumental Performance[image: External link]




	" Castellorizon[image: External link]" - David Gilmour[image: External link]


	"Suicide & Redemption[image: External link]" - Metallica[image: External link]


	"34 Ghosts I-IV" - Nine Inch Nails[image: External link]


	"Hope (Live For The Art Of Peace)" - Rush[image: External link]


	"Peaches En Regalia[image: External link]" – Zappa Plays Zappa[image: External link] featuring Steve Vai[image: External link] & Napoleon Murphy Brock[image: External link]




	Best Rock Song[image: External link]




	"Girls in Their Summer Clothes[image: External link]" – Bruce Springsteen

	"House of Cards[image: External link] - Radiohead[image: External link]


	"I Will Possess Your Heart[image: External link]" - Death Cab for Cutie[image: External link]


	"Sex on Fire[image: External link]" - Kings of Leon


	"Violet Hill[image: External link]" - Coldplay





	Best Rock Album[image: External link]




	Viva la Vida or Death and All His Friends[image: External link] – Coldplay

	
Rock N Roll Jesus[image: External link] - Kid Rock[image: External link]


	
Only By The Night[image: External link] - Kings of Leon


	
Death Magnetic[image: External link] - Metallica[image: External link]


	
Consolers of the Lonely[image: External link] - The Raconteurs[image: External link]
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	Best Alternative Music Album[image: External link]




	
Modern Guilt[image: External link] - Beck


	
Narrow Stairs[image: External link] - Death Cab for Cutie[image: External link]


	
The Odd Couple[image: External link] - Gnarls Barkley


	
Evil Urges[image: External link] - My Morning Jacket[image: External link]


	In Rainbows[image: External link] - Radiohead[image: External link]
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	Best Female R&B Vocal Performance[image: External link]




	"Me, Myself and I[image: External link] "- Beyoncé


	"Heaven Sent[image: External link]" - Keyshia Cole[image: External link]


	" Spotlight[image: External link]" - Jennifer Hudson[image: External link]


	" Superwoman[image: External link]" – Alicia Keys

	"Need U Bad[image: External link]" - Jazmine Sullivan[image: External link]





	Best Male R&B Vocal Performance[image: External link]




	"You're the Only One" - Eric Benét[image: External link]


	"Take You Down[image: External link]" - Chris Brown[image: External link]


	"Miss Independent[image: External link]" – Ne-Yo[image: External link]

	"Can't Help But Wait[image: External link]" - Trey Songz[image: External link]


	"Here I Stand[image: External link]" - Usher[image: External link]





	Best R&B Performance by a Duo or Group with Vocal[image: External link]




	"Ribbon in the Sky[image: External link]" - Boyz II Men[image: External link]


	" Words[image: External link]" - Anthony David[image: External link] & India.Arie[image: External link]


	"Stay with Me (By the Sea)[image: External link]" – Al Green[image: External link] & John Legend

	"I'm His Only Woman[image: External link]" - Jennifer Hudson[image: External link] & Fantasia[image: External link]


	"Never Give You Up[image: External link]" - Raphael Saadiq[image: External link] feat. Stevie Wonder & CJ Hilton




	Best Traditional R&B Vocal Performance[image: External link]




	"A Change is Gonna Come[image: External link]" - Wayne Brady[image: External link]


	"You've Got the Love I Need[image: External link]" – Al Green[image: External link] & Anthony Hamilton[image: External link]

	"Baby I Know" - Linda Jones[image: External link] with Helen Bruner & Terry Jones[image: External link]


	"Love That Girl" - Raphael Saadiq[image: External link]


	"In Love With Another Man[image: External link]" - Jazmine Sullivan[image: External link]





	Best Urban/Alternative Performance[image: External link]




	"Say Goodbye to Love[image: External link]" - Kenna[image: External link]


	"Wanna Be" - Maiysha[image: External link]


	"Be OK[image: External link]" – Chrisette Michele[image: External link] & will.i.am[image: External link]

	"Many Moons[image: External link]" - Janelle Monáe[image: External link]


	"Lovin You (Music)" - Wayna[image: External link] & Kokayi




	Best R&B Song[image: External link]




	"Bust Your Windows[image: External link]" - Jazmine Sullivan[image: External link]


	" Customer[image: External link]" - Raheem DeVaughn[image: External link]


	"Heaven Sent[image: External link]" - Keyshia Cole[image: External link]


	"Miss Independent[image: External link]" – Ne-Yo[image: External link]

	" Spotlight[image: External link] - Jennifer Hudson[image: External link]





	Best R&B Album[image: External link]




	
Love & Life[image: External link] - Eric Benét[image: External link]


	
Motown: A Journey Through Hitsville USA[image: External link] - Boyz II Men[image: External link]


	
Lay It Down[image: External link] - Al Green[image: External link]


	Jennifer Hudson[image: External link] – Jennifer Hudson[image: External link]

	
The Way I See It[image: External link] - Raphael Saadiq[image: External link]





	Best Contemporary R&B Album[image: External link]




	Growing Pains[image: External link] – Mary J. Blige

	
Back of My Lac'[image: External link] - J. Holiday[image: External link]


	
First Love[image: External link] - Karina[image: External link]


	
Year of the Gentleman[image: External link] - Ne-Yo[image: External link]


	
Fearless[image: External link] - Jazmine Sullivan[image: External link]
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 Rap





	Best Rap Solo Performance[image: External link]




	"A Milli[image: External link]" – Lil Wayne[image: External link]

	"Roc Boys (And the Winner Is)...[image: External link]" – Jay-Z[image: External link]


	"Paris, Tokyo[image: External link]" – Lupe Fiasco[image: External link]


	"N.I.*.*.E.R. (The Slave and the Master)[image: External link]" – Nas[image: External link]


	"Sexual Eruption[image: External link]" – Snoop Dogg[image: External link]





	Best Rap Performance by a Duo or Group[image: External link]




	"Swagga Like Us[image: External link]" – Jay-Z[image: External link] & T.I. featuring Kanye West & Lil Wayne[image: External link]

	"Royal Flush (song)[image: External link] – Big Boi[image: External link] featuring Raekwon[image: External link] & Andre 3000[image: External link]


	"Mr. Carter[image: External link] – Lil Wayne[image: External link] featuring Jay-Z[image: External link]


	"Wish You Would[image: External link]" – Ludacris featuring T.I.


	"Put On[image: External link]" – Young Jeezy[image: External link] featuring Kanye West





	Best Rap/Sung Collaboration[image: External link]




	"American Boy[image: External link]" – Estelle[image: External link] featuring Kanye West

	"Low" – Flo Rida featuring T-Pain


	"Green Light[image: External link]" – John Legend & Andre 3000[image: External link]


	"Got Money[image: External link]" – Lil Wayne[image: External link] featuring T-Pain


	" Superstar[image: External link]" – Lupe Fiasco[image: External link] featuring Matthew Santos[image: External link]





	Best Rap Song[image: External link]




	
" Lollipop[image: External link]"

	D. Carter[image: External link], S. Garrett[image: External link], D. Harrison[image: External link], J. Scheffer[image: External link] & R. Zamor, songwriters (Lil Wayne featuring Static Major)





	"Low"

	
T. Dillard, M. Humphrey[image: External link] & T-Pain, songwriters (Flo Rida featuring T-Pain)





	"Sexual Eruption[image: External link]" - Snoop Dogg[image: External link]

	
Calvin Broadus[image: External link], S. Lovejoy & D. Stewart[image: External link], songwriters (Snoop Dogg)





	" Superstar[image: External link]"

	
Lupe Fiasco[image: External link] & Soundtrakk, songwriters (Lupe Fiasco featuring Matthew Santos[image: External link])





	"Swagga Like Us[image: External link]"

	
D. Carter[image: External link], S. Carter[image: External link], Clifford Harris & Kanye West, songwriters (M. Arulpragasam[image: External link], N. Headon[image: External link], M. Jones[image: External link], J. Mellor[image: External link], T. Pentz[image: External link] & P. Simonon[image: External link], songwriters) (Jay-Z & T.I. featuring Kanye West & Lil Wayne)








	Best Rap Album[image: External link]




	Tha Carter III[image: External link] – Lil Wayne[image: External link]

	
American Gangster[image: External link] – Jay-Z[image: External link]


	
The Cool[image: External link] – Lupe Fiasco[image: External link]


	
Nas[image: External link] – Nas[image: External link]


	
Paper Trail[image: External link] – T.I.
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	Best Female Country Vocal Performance[image: External link]




	"For These Times[image: External link]" - Martina McBride[image: External link]


	"What I Cannot Change[image: External link]" - LeAnn Rimes[image: External link]


	"Last Name[image: External link]" – Carrie Underwood

	"Last Call[image: External link]" - Lee Ann Womack[image: External link]


	"This Is Me You're Talking To[image: External link]" - Trisha Yearwood[image: External link]





	Best Male Country Vocal Performance[image: External link]




	"You're Gonna Miss This[image: External link]" - Trace Adkins[image: External link]


	"In Color[image: External link]" - Jamey Johnson[image: External link]


	"Just Got Started Lovin' You[image: External link]" - James Otto[image: External link]


	"Letter to Me[image: External link]" – Brad Paisley[image: External link]

	" Troubadour[image: External link]" - George Strait[image: External link]





	Best Country Performance by a Duo or Group with Vocal[image: External link]




	"God Must Be Busy[image: External link]" - Brooks & Dunn[image: External link]


	"Love Don't Live Here[image: External link]" - Lady Antebellum


	"Every Day[image: External link]" - Rascal Flatts[image: External link]


	"Blue Side of the Mountain" - The Steel Drivers[image: External link]


	" Stay[image: External link]" – Sugarland[image: External link]




	Best Country Collaboration with Vocals[image: External link]




	" Shiftwork[image: External link]" - Kenny Chesney[image: External link] & George Strait[image: External link]


	"Killing the Blues" – Robert Plant[image: External link] & Alison Krauss

	"House of Cash" - George Strait[image: External link] & Patty Loveless[image: External link]


	"Life in a Northern Town[image: External link]" - Sugarland[image: External link], featuring Jake Owen[image: External link] & Little Big Town[image: External link]


	"Let the Wind Chase You" - Trisha Yearwood[image: External link] & Keith Urban[image: External link]





	Best Country Instrumental Performance[image: External link]




	" Sumatra[image: External link]" - Cherryholmes[image: External link]


	"Two Small Cars In Rome[image: External link]" - Jerry Douglas[image: External link] & Lloyd Green[image: External link]


	"Sleigh Ride[image: External link]" - Béla Fleck & The Flecktones[image: External link]


	"Is This America? (Katrina 2005)" - Charlie Haden[image: External link], Pat Metheny[image: External link], Jerry Douglas[image: External link] & Bruce Hornsby


	"Cluster Pluck[image: External link]" – Brad Paisley[image: External link], James Burton[image: External link], Vince Gill[image: External link], John Jorgenson[image: External link], Albert Lee[image: External link], Brent Mason[image: External link], Redd Volkaert[image: External link] & Steve Wariner[image: External link]




	Best Country Song[image: External link]




	"Dig Two Graves" - Randy Travis[image: External link]


	"I Saw God Today[image: External link]" - George Strait[image: External link]


	"In Color[image: External link]" - Jamey Johnson[image: External link]


	" Stay[image: External link]" – Sugarland[image: External link]

	"You're Gonna Miss This[image: External link]" - Trace Adkins[image: External link]





	Best Country Album[image: External link]




	
That Lonesome Song[image: External link] - Jamey Johnson[image: External link]


	
Sleepless Nights[image: External link] - Patty Loveless[image: External link]


	Troubadour[image: External link] – George Strait[image: External link]

	
Around the Bend[image: External link] - Randy Travis[image: External link]


	
Heaven, Heartache and the Power of Love[image: External link] - Trisha Yearwood[image: External link]





	Best Bluegrass Album[image: External link]




	
Cherryholmes III: Don't Believe[image: External link] - Cherryholmes[image: External link]


	
Del McCoury Band — Live At The 2008 New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival - Del McCoury Band[image: External link]


	
The Ultimate Collection / Live At The Ryman - Earl Scruggs[image: External link]


	Honoring the Fathers of Bluegrass: Tribute to 1946 and 1947[image: External link] – Ricky Skaggs & Kentucky Thunder[image: External link]

	
Wheels[image: External link] - Dan Tyminski[image: External link]
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	Best New Age Album[image: External link]




	
Meditations[image: External link] - William Ackerman[image: External link]


	
Pathfinder - Will Clipman

	Peace Time[image: External link] – Jack DeJohnette[image: External link]

	
Ambrosia - Peter Kater[image: External link]


	
The Scent of Light - Ottmar Liebert[image: External link] & Luna Negra[image: External link]
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	Best Contemporary Jazz Album[image: External link]




	Randy in Brasil[image: External link] – Randy Brecker[image: External link]

	
Floating Point[image: External link] – John McLaughlin[image: External link]


	
Cannon Re–Loaded: All–Star Celebration of Cannonball Adderley – Various Artists

	
Miles from India – Various Artists

	
Lifecycle – Yellowjackets[image: External link] featuring Mike Stern[image: External link]





	Best Jazz Vocal Album[image: External link]




	
Imagina: Songs of Brasil – Karrin Allyson[image: External link]


	
Breakfast on the Morning Tram[image: External link] – Stacey Kent[image: External link]


	
If Less Is More...Nothing Is Everything – Kate McGarry[image: External link]


	Loverly[image: External link] – Cassandra Wilson[image: External link]

	
Distances – Norma Winstone[image: External link]





	Best Jazz Instrumental Solo[image: External link]




	"Be–Bop" – Terence Blanchard[image: External link]

	"Seven Steps to Heaven" – Till Brönner[image: External link]


	"Waltz for Debby" – Gary Burton[image: External link] & Chick Corea[image: External link]


	"Son of Thirteen" – Pat Metheny[image: External link]


	"Be–Bop" – James Moody[image: External link]





	Best Jazz Instrumental Album, Individual or Group[image: External link]




	The New Crystal Silence – Chick Corea[image: External link] & Gary Burton[image: External link]

	
History, Mystery[image: External link] – Bill Frisell[image: External link]


	
Brad Mehldau Trio Live[image: External link] – Brad Mehldau[image: External link] Trio

	
Day Trip – Pat Metheny[image: External link] featuring Christian McBride[image: External link] & Antonio Sanchez[image: External link]


	
Standards – Alan Pasqua[image: External link], Dave Carpenter[image: External link] & Peter Erskine[image: External link]





	Best Large Jazz Ensemble Album[image: External link]




	Monday Night Live at the Village Vanguard[image: External link]– Vanguard Jazz Orchestra[image: External link]




	Best Latin Jazz Album[image: External link]




	Song for Chico[image: External link] – Arturo O'Farrill[image: External link] and The Afro–Latin Jazz Orchestra
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	Best Gospel Performance




	"Get Up[image: External link]" – Mary Mary[image: External link]

	"East to West[image: External link]" - Casting Crowns[image: External link]


	"I Understand" - Kim Burrell[image: External link], Rance Allen[image: External link], BeBe Winans[image: External link], Mariah Carey, & Hezekiah Walker's LFC[image: External link]


	"Shall We Gather at the River[image: External link]" - Take 6[image: External link]


	"Waging War[image: External link]" - CeCe Winans[image: External link]





	Best Gospel Song




	
"Help Me Believe[image: External link]" – Kirk Franklin[image: External link]

	Kirk Franklin, songwriter





	"Cover Me" - 21:03 with Fred Hammond[image: External link], Smokie Norful[image: External link], & J Moss[image: External link]

	
James L. Moss[image: External link], songwriter





	"Get Up[image: External link]" - Mary Mary[image: External link]

	Erica Campbell, Tina Campbell, Warryn Campbell, & Eric Dawkins, songwriters





	"Give Me Your Eyes[image: External link]" - Brandon Heath[image: External link]

	Brandon Heath & Jason Ingram[image: External link], songwriters





	"You Reign" - MercyMe[image: External link]

	Jim Bryson, Steven Curtis Chapman[image: External link], Nathan Cochran, Barry Graul, Bart Millard[image: External link], Mike Scheuchzer, & Robby Shaffer, songwriters








	Best Rock or Rap Gospel Album




	Alive and Transported[image: External link] – tobyMac[image: External link]

	
Hello[image: External link] - After Edmund[image: External link]


	
Our World: Redeemed[image: External link] - Flame

	
We Need Each Other[image: External link] - Sanctus Real[image: External link]


	
Rock What You Got[image: External link] - Superchick[image: External link]





	Best Pop/Contemporary Gospel Album




	Thy Kingdom Come[image: External link] – CeCe Winans[image: External link]

	
This Moment[image: External link] - Steven Curtis Chapman[image: External link]


	
What If We[image: External link] - Brandon Heath[image: External link]


	
Opposite Way[image: External link] - Leeland[image: External link]


	
Hello Love[image: External link] - Chris Tomlin[image: External link]





	Best Southern, Country, or Bluegrass Gospel Album




	Lovin' Life[image: External link] – Gaither Vocal Band[image: External link]

	
Room For More - Booth Brothers[image: External link]


	
Steps to Heaven - Charlie Louvin[image: External link]


	
Hymned Again[image: External link] - Bart Millard[image: External link]


	
Ephesians One - Karen Peck and New River[image: External link]





	Best Traditional Gospel Album




	Down in New Orleans[image: External link] – The Blind Boys of Alabama[image: External link]

	
I'll Say Yes - Carol Cymbala[image: External link] & The Brooklyn Tabernacle Choir


	
Take It Back - Dorinda Clark-Cole[image: External link]


	
Voices in Unity: Together In Worship - Deitrick Haddon[image: External link]


	
No Limit - Bishop Charles E. Blake[image: External link] presents the West Angeles Church of God in Christ[image: External link] Choir




	Best Contemporary R&B Gospel Album




	The Fight of My Life[image: External link] – Kirk Franklin[image: External link]

	
Reflections - Jason Champion[image: External link]


	
The Sound[image: External link] - Mary Mary[image: External link]


	
Donald Lawrence Introduces: Family Prayer - The Murrills


	
Stand Out - Tye Tribbett & G.A.[image: External link]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Latin





	Best Latin Pop Album




	La Vida... Es Un Ratico[image: External link] – Juanes[image: External link]




	Best Latin Rock or Alternative Album




	
45[image: External link] – Jaguares[image: External link]





	Best Latin Urban Album




	
Los Extraterrestres[image: External link] – Wisin & Yandel[image: External link]





	Best Tropical Latin Album




	
Señor Bachata – José Feliciano[image: External link]





	Best Regional Mexican Album




	
Amor, Dolor y Lágrimas: Música Ranchera – Mariachi Los Camperos de Nati Cano

	
Canciones de Amor – Mariachi Divas[image: External link]





	Best Tejano Album




	
Viva La Revolucion – Ruben Ramos[image: External link] & The Mexican Revolution




	Best Norteño Album




	
Raíces[image: External link] – Los Tigres del Norte[image: External link]





	Best Banda Album




	
No Es De Madera – Joan Sebastian[image: External link]
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 Blues





	Best Traditional Blues Album[image: External link]




	"The Blues Rolls On[image: External link]"-Elvin Bishop[image: External link]


	"Skin Deep[image: External link]"-Buddy Guy[image: External link]


	"All Odds Against Me"-John Lee Hooker, Jr.[image: External link]


	"One Kind Favor[image: External link]"– B.B. King[image: External link]

	"Pinetop Perkins[image: External link] and Friends"-Pinetop Perkins[image: External link] and Friends




	Best Contemporary Blues Album[image: External link]




	"Peace Love & BBQ"-Marcia Ball[image: External link]


	"Like a Fire"-Solomon Burke[image: External link]


	"City That Care Forgot" – Dr. John[image: External link] And The Lower 911

	"Maesteo"-Taj Mahal

	"Simply Grand"-Irma Thomas[image: External link]
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 Folk





	Best Traditional Folk Album[image: External link]




	" Coal[image: External link]"-Kathy Mattea[image: External link]


	"Comedians & Angels[image: External link]"-Tom Paxton[image: External link]


	"Bring Me Home"-Peggy Seeger[image: External link]


	"At 89[image: External link]" – Pete Seeger[image: External link]

	"Strangers In Another Country[image: External link]"-Rosalie Sorrels[image: External link]





	Best Contemporary Folk/Americana Album




	"Day After Tomorrow[image: External link]"-Joan Baez[image: External link]


	"I, Flathead[image: External link]"-Ry Cooder[image: External link]


	"Sex & Gasoline[image: External link]"-Rodney Crowell[image: External link]


	"All I Intend to Be"-Emmylou Harris[image: External link]


	"Raising Sand"-Robert Plant[image: External link] & Alison Krauss




	Best Native American Music Album




	
Come to Me Great Mystery: Native American Healing Songs[image: External link] – Various artists (Tom Wasinger, producer)




	Best Hawaiian Music Album




	"Ikena – Tia Carrere[image: External link] & Daniel Ho[image: External link]





	
Best Zydeco or Cajun Music Album[image: External link];




	
Live at the 2008 New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival – BeauSoleil[image: External link] & Michael Doucet[image: External link]
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  Reggae[image: External link]





	Best Reggae Album[image: External link]




	"Jah Is Real[image: External link]"– Burning Spear[image: External link]

	"Let's Get Physical[image: External link]"-Elephant Man[image: External link]


	" Vibes[image: External link]"-Heavy D[image: External link]


	"Repentance"-Lee "Scratch" Perry[image: External link]


	"Intoxication"-Shaggy

	"Amazing"-Sly and Robbie[image: External link]
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 World music





	Best Traditional World Music Album




	
Ilembe: Honoring Shaka Zulu[image: External link] – Ladysmith Black Mambazo[image: External link]





	Best Contemporary World Music Album[image: External link]




	
Global Drum Project[image: External link] – Mickey Hart[image: External link], Zakir Hussain[image: External link], Sikiru Adepoju[image: External link] & Giovanni Hidalgo[image: External link]


	nominee Angels & Almas – David Maldonado
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 Polka





	Best Polka Album[image: External link]




	Let the Whole World Sing[image: External link] – Jimmy Sturr and His Orchestra[image: External link]
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	Best Musical Album For Children




	"Here Come the 123s[image: External link]"–They Might Be Giants[image: External link]




	Best Spoken Word Album for Children




	"Yes To Running! Bill Harley Live"–Bill Harley[image: External link]
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	Best Spoken Word Album[image: External link]




	
An Inconvenient Truth[image: External link] – Beau Bridges[image: External link], Cynthia Nixon[image: External link] & Blair Underwood[image: External link]
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	Best Comedy Album[image: External link]




	It's Bad for Ya[image: External link] – George Carlin[image: External link]

	
Anticipation[image: External link] - Lewis Black[image: External link]


	
Flight of the Conchords[image: External link] - Flight of the Conchords[image: External link]


	
For Your Consideration - Kathy Griffin[image: External link]


	
Songs of the Bushmen - Harry Shearer[image: External link]
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 Musical show





	Best Musical Show Album[image: External link]




	
In the Heights[image: External link] – Original Broadway Cast with Lin-Manuel Miranda[image: External link] & Others

	
Kurt Deutsch[image: External link], Alex Lacamoire[image: External link], Andrés Levin, Lin-Manuel Miranda[image: External link], Joel Moss & Bill Sherman, producers; Lin-Manuel Miranda[image: External link], composer/lyricist
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 Film, television and other visual media





	Best Compilation Soundtrack Album for Motion Picture, Television or Other Visual Media




	American Gangster[image: External link]

	August Rush[image: External link]

	Juno[image: External link]

	Mamma Mia![image: External link]

	Sweeney Todd — The Demon Barber Of Fleet Street[image: External link]




	Best Score Soundtrack Album for Motion Picture, Television or Other Visual Media




	The Dark Knight[image: External link] - James Newton Howard[image: External link] & Hans Zimmer[image: External link]

	
Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull[image: External link] - John Williams[image: External link]


	
Iron Man[image: External link] - Ramin Djawadi[image: External link]


	
There Will Be Blood[image: External link] - Johnny Greenwood[image: External link]


	
WALL-E[image: External link] - Thomas Newman[image: External link]





	Best Song Written for Motion Picture, Television or Other Visual Media




	"Down to Earth[image: External link]" (from WALL-E[image: External link]) – Peter Gabriel[image: External link]

	"Ever Ever After[image: External link]" (from Enchanted[image: External link]) - Carrie Underwood


	" Say[image: External link]" - (from The Bucket List[image: External link]) - John Mayer


	"That's How You Know[image: External link]" (from Enchanted[image: External link]) - Amy Adams[image: External link]


	"Walk Hard[image: External link]" (from Walk Hard: The Dewey Cox Story[image: External link]) - John C. Reilly[image: External link]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Composing and arranging





	Best Instrumental Composition




	"The Adventures of Mutt" (from Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull[image: External link]) – John Williams[image: External link]

	John Williams, composer








	Best Instrumental Arrangement




	"Define Dancing" (from WALL-E[image: External link]) – Thomas Newman[image: External link]

	
Peter Gabriel[image: External link] & Thomas Newman, arrangers








	Best Pop Instrumental Arrangement Accompanying Vocalist(s)




	"Captain Of Her Heart" – [Project Grand Slam & Judie Tzuke]

	
Ron Thaler[image: External link], Haim Cotton, arrangers
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 Package





	Best Recording Package[image: External link]




	'Death Magnetic[image: External link] – Bruce Duckworth, Sarah Moffatt & David Turner, art directors ( Metallica[image: External link])




	Best Boxed or Special Limited Edition Package[image: External link]




	'In Rainbows[image: External link] – Stanley Donwood, Mel Maxwell & Xian Munro, art directors ( Radiohead[image: External link])
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 Album notes





	Best Album Notes[image: External link]




	
Kind Of Blue: 50th Anniversary Collector's Edition – Francis Davis, album notes writer (Miles Davis[image: External link])
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 Historical





	Best Historical Album[image: External link]




	
Art Of Field Recording Volume I: Fifty Years Of Traditional American Music – Documented By Art Rosenbaum Steven; Lance Ledbetter & Art Rosenbaum, compilation producers; Michael Graves[image: External link], mastering engineer (Various Artists)
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 Production, non-classical





	Best Engineered Album, Non-Classical




	
Consolers of the Lonely[image: External link] – The Raconteurs[image: External link]

	
Joe Chiccarelli[image: External link], Vance Powell & Jack White III[image: External link], engineers








	Producer of the Year, Non-Classical




	
Rick Rubin[image: External link]

	
Death Magnetic[image: External link] ( Metallica[image: External link])

	
Home Before Dark[image: External link] (Neil Diamond[image: External link])

	
Mercy (Dancing for the Death of an Imaginary Enemy)[image: External link] ( Ours[image: External link])

	
Seeing Things[image: External link] (Jakob Dylan[image: External link])

	
Weezer (Red Album)[image: External link] ( Weezer[image: External link])





	
Ron Thaler[image: External link]

	
In The Margins (Kelly Saint Patrick) (A)

	
No One (song), As I Am - The Super Edition (Alicia Keys) (A)

	
Captain Of Her Heart (Project Grand Slam) (A)

	
Everything Changed (Greg Merritt & Heavy Road) (A)








	Best Remixed Recording, Non-Classical




	"Electric Feel[image: External link]" (Justice Remix)

	( MGMT[image: External link]), remixers Justice[image: External link]
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 Production, surround sound





	Best Surround Sound Album




	
Mussorgsky[image: External link]: Pictures at an Exhibition[image: External link]; Night on Bald Mountain[image: External link]; Prelude to Khovanshchina – Paavo Järvi[image: External link] & Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra[image: External link] – Michael Bishop & Robert Woods
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 Production, classical





	Best Engineered Album, Classical




	
David Frost[image: External link], Tom Lazarus & Christopher Willis – Traditions and Transformations: Sounds of Silk Road Chicago – Miguel Harth-Bedoya[image: External link], Alan Gilbert[image: External link], Silk Road Ensemble[image: External link], Wu Man[image: External link], Yo-Yo Ma[image: External link] & Chicago Symphony Orchestra[image: External link]





	Producer of the Year, Classical




	
David Frost[image: External link]

	
Berlioz[image: External link]: Symphonie fantastique[image: External link] – Gustavo Dudamel[image: External link] & Los Angeles Philharmonic[image: External link]


	
Right Through The Bone—Julius Röntgen[image: External link] Chamber Music

	
Schubert[image: External link]: Sonata in D major[image: External link]; Liszt[image: External link]: Don Juan Fantasy[image: External link] – Min Kwon[image: External link]


	
Traditions And Transformations: Sounds Of Silk Road Chicago – Miguel Harth-Bedoya[image: External link], Alan Gilbert[image: External link], Yo-Yo Ma[image: External link], Silk Road Ensemble[image: External link], Wu Man[image: External link] & Chicago Symphony Orchestra[image: External link]
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 Classical





	Best Classical Album




	
Kurt Weill[image: External link]: Rise and Fall of the City of Mahagonny[image: External link] – James Conlon[image: External link], conductor




	Best Orchestral Performance




	
Bernard Haitink[image: External link], conductor (Chicago Symphony Orchestra[image: External link]) – Shostakovich[image: External link]: Symphony No. 4[image: External link]





	Best Opera Recording




	
Weill[image: External link]: Rise and Fall of the City of Mahagonny[image: External link] – James Conlon[image: External link], conductor; Fred Vogler, producer; Anthony Dean Griffey, Patti LuPone[image: External link] & Audra McDonald[image: External link] – Donnie Ray Albert, John Easterlin, Steven Humes, Mel Ulrich & Robert Wörle Los Angeles Opera Orchestra and Chorus[image: External link]





	Best Choral Performance




	
Symphony of Psalms[image: External link] – Sir Simon Rattle[image: External link], conductor; Simon Halsey[image: External link], chorus master – Berlin Philharmonic[image: External link]; Rundfunkchor Berlin




	Best Instrumental Soloist(s) Performance (With Orchestra)




	
Esa-Pekka Salonen[image: External link], conductor; Hilary Hahn[image: External link] (Swedish Radio Symphony Orchestra[image: External link]) – Schoenberg[image: External link]/ Sibelius[image: External link]: Violin Concertos





	Best Instrumental Soloist Performance (Without Orchestra)




	Gloria Cheng – Piano music of Salonen, Stucky[image: External link], and Lutosławski[image: External link]





	Best Chamber Music Performance




	
Pacifica Quartet[image: External link] – Elliott Carter[image: External link]: String Quartets Nos. 1[image: External link] and 5





	Best Small Ensemble Performance




	
Charles Bruffy[image: External link], conductor; Phoenix Chorale[image: External link] – Spotless Rose: Hymns To The Virgin Mary





	Best Classical Vocal Performance




	
Hila Plitmann[image: External link] – Mr. Tambourine Man: Seven Poems of Bob Dylan – JoAnn Falletta[image: External link] (Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra[image: External link])




	Best Classical Contemporary Composition




	
Mr. Tambourine Man: Seven Poems of Bob Dylan – John Corigliano[image: External link] (JoAnn Falletta[image: External link])




	Classical Crossover Album




	
Simple Gifts – King's Singers[image: External link]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Music video





	Best Short Form Music Video[image: External link]




	"Pork and Beans[image: External link]" – Weezer[image: External link]

	Mathew Cullen, video director; Bernard Rahill, video producer








	Best Long Form Music Video[image: External link]




	
Runnin' Down a Dream[image: External link] – Tom Petty & The Heartbreakers[image: External link]

	
Peter Bogdanovich[image: External link], video director; Skot Bright, video producer
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 Cancelled performances





	
Rihanna's 51st Grammy Awards performance was cancelled due to treatment caused by domestic violence by her then-boyfriend, Chris Brown[image: External link].
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 Records





	
Alison Krauss became the sixth female solo artist to have won five Grammys in one evening. The artists who won five before her are Lauryn Hill, Alicia Keys, Norah Jones, Beyoncé Knowles[image: External link], and Amy Winehouse.[1] However, at the ceremony (2010 Grammy Awards[image: External link]) next year, Beyoncé surpassed the record by gaining six such awards.
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 In Memoriam




George Carlin[image: External link], Jerry Wexler[image: External link], Jerry Reed[image: External link], Mike Smith[image: External link], Rick Wright[image: External link], Eartha Kitt[image: External link], Buddy Miles[image: External link], Mitch Mitchell[image: External link], Earl Palmer[image: External link], Buddy Harman[image: External link], Freddie Hubbard[image: External link], David "Fathead" Newman[image: External link], Johnny Griffin[image: External link], Jimmy McGriff[image: External link], Mike Berniker[image: External link], Teo Macero[image: External link], Eddy Arnold[image: External link], Nick Reynolds[image: External link], Miriam Makeba[image: External link], Odetta[image: External link], Pervis Jackson[image: External link], Cachao López[image: External link], Norman Smith[image: External link], Neil Aspinall[image: External link], William Claxton[image: External link], Neal Hefti[image: External link], Jo Stafford[image: External link], Levi Stubbs[image: External link], Jheryl Busby[image: External link], Norman Whitfield[image: External link], Claude Jeter[image: External link], Ira Tucker[image: External link], Dottie Rambo[image: External link], Larry Norman[image: External link], Merl Saunders[image: External link], F.M. Scott III, Delaney Bramlett[image: External link], Alton Ellis[image: External link], Shakir Stewart[image: External link], Static Major[image: External link], Leonard Pennario[image: External link], Norman Dello Joio[image: External link], Alexander Slobodyanik[image: External link], Henry Z. Steinway[image: External link], Earle Hagen[image: External link], Isaac Hayes, Danny Federici[image: External link] and Bo Diddley[image: External link].
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 Trivia





	The four Grammys Lil Wayne[image: External link] won were the first ever Grammy Award wins in his Career.

	After a four-year hiatus, pop-punk[image: External link] band Blink-182[image: External link] announced their reunion before giving the award for rock album of the year to alternative rock[image: External link] band Coldplay.
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 Artists with multiple nominations and awards







	
The following artists received multiple nominations:


	Eight: Lil Wayne[image: External link]


	Seven: Coldplay


	Six: Jay-Z[image: External link], Ne-Yo[image: External link] and Kanye West


	Five: Alison Krauss, John Mayer, Robert Plant[image: External link], Radiohead[image: External link] and Jazmine Sullivan[image: External link]


	Four: Adele, Danger Mouse[image: External link], Eagles[image: External link], Lupe Fiasco[image: External link], George Strait[image: External link], and Stargate[image: External link], T.I..




	
The following artists received multiple awards:


	Five: Alison Krauss and Robert Plant[image: External link]


	Four: Lil Wayne[image: External link]


	Three: Coldplay


	Two: Adele, John Mayer, Ne-Yo[image: External link], Daft Punk
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Grammy Award for Best New Artist






"Best New Artist" redirects here. For other uses, see Best New Artist (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The Grammy Award for Best New Artist has been awarded since 1959.[1] Years reflect the year in which the Grammy Awards were handed out, for records released in the previous year. The award was not presented in 1967. The official guidelines are as follows: "For a new artist who releases, during the Eligibility Year, the first recording which establishes the public identity of that artist." Note that this is not necessarily the first album released by an artist.

It is sometimes asserted, with varying degrees of sincerity, that winning the award is a curse, as several award winners (particularly from the late 1970s and early 1980s) were never able to duplicate the success they experienced in their debut year.[2][3] This viewpoint was expressed by former Starland Vocal Band member Taffy Danoff[image: External link] in a 2002 interview for VH1's 100 Greatest One Hit Wonders: "We got two of the five Grammys – one was Best New Artist. So that was basically the kiss of death and I feel sorry for everyone who's gotten it since."[4]

The category is also notable for being the only one of its kind in which a Grammy Award was vacated. This occurred in 1990 after it was revealed winners Milli Vanilli did not contribute their own vocals on their debut album. The award was revoked, but was not handed out to another artist.

Of the 54 awards presented in the category since its inception, the honor has been presented to 25 solo female artists, 18 duos or groups, and 11 solo male artists. Between 1997 and 2003, all the winners were solo female artists. Also, from 1993 to 2005, no winner was a solo male artist. In 2006, John Legend broke this trend, which started with Marc Cohn[image: External link] in 1992. Only four artists have won both Best New Artist and Album of the Year in the same year: Bob Newhart in 1961, Christopher Cross in 1981, Lauryn Hill in 1999 and Norah Jones in 2003.

Of all the winners, only three have been country artists. In 1997, LeAnn Rimes[image: External link] became the first country artist to win the award.[5][6] She was followed by Carrie Underwood in 2007[6][7] and Zac Brown Band[image: External link] in 2010.[8] Additionally, 2017 marked the first time that two country artists were nominated in this category in the same year.[9]

1984 marked the first time that all of the nominees were from outside of the United States (Winner Culture Club, Eurythmics[image: External link], and Musical Youth[image: External link] were from England, Big Country[image: External link] was from Scotland, and Men Without Hats[image: External link] were from Canada).[10]



TOP
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 Rules changes




Over the years, the eligibility rules for this category have changed several times. In 2010, Lady Gaga's exclusion from the Best New Artist category caused the Recording Academy[image: External link] to change eligibility requirements for the next ceremony. She was ineligible for the nomination because her hit "Just Dance[image: External link]" had been nominated in 2008. The new rule stated that an artist can be nominated as long as that artist has not previously released an entire album[image: External link] and has subsequently not won a Grammy.[11][12] In June 2016, the Grammy organisation amended the Best New Artist rules once again, to remove the album barrier “given current trends in how new music and developing artists are released and promoted”.[13] To be eligible in the category of Best New Artist, the artist, duo, or group:


	Must have released a minimum of five singles/tracks or one album, but no more than 30 singles/tracks or three albums.

	May not have entered into this category more than three times, including as a performing member of an established group.

	Must have achieved a breakthrough into the public consciousness and impacted the musical landscape during the eligibility period.



These new rules will be effective from the 2017 Grammy season[image: External link].




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1960s






	Year[I]
	Recipient
	Nominees
	Ref.



	1959[image: External link]
	Darin, BobbyBobby Darin
	

	Edd Byrnes[image: External link]

	Johnny Restivo[image: External link]

	Mark Murphy[image: External link]

	Mavis Rivers[image: External link]




	[14]



	1961[image: External link]
	Newhart, BobBob Newhart
	

	Joanie Sommers[image: External link]

	Leontyne Price[image: External link]

	Miriam Makeba[image: External link]

	The Brothers Four[image: External link]




	[15]



	1962[image: External link]
	Nero, PeterPeter Nero[image: External link]
	

	Ann-Margret[image: External link]

	Dick Gregory[image: External link]

	The Lettermen[image: External link]

	Timi Yuro[image: External link]




	[16]



	1963[image: External link]
	Goulet, RobertRobert Goulet
	

	Allan Sherman[image: External link]

	Peter, Paul and Mary[image: External link]

	The Four Seasons[image: External link]

	The New Christy Minstrels[image: External link]

	Vaughn Meader




	[17]



	1964[image: External link]
	The Swingle Singers
	

	John Gary[image: External link]

	Trini Lopez[image: External link]

	The J's with Jamie[image: External link]

	Vikki Carr[image: External link]




	[18]



	1965[image: External link]
	The Beatles
	

	Antonio Carlos Jobim[image: External link]

	Astrud Gilberto[image: External link]

	Morgana King[image: External link]

	Petula Clark[image: External link]




	[19]



	1966[image: External link]
	Jones, TomTom Jones
	

	Glenn Yarbrough[image: External link]

	Herman's Hermits[image: External link]

	Horst Jankowski[image: External link]

	Marilyn Maye[image: External link]

	Sonny & Cher[image: External link]

	The Byrds[image: External link]




	[20]



	1967[image: External link]
	no award
	[II]



	1968[image: External link]
	Gentry, BobbieBobbie Gentry
	

	Harpers Bizarre[image: External link]

	Jefferson Airplane[image: External link]

	Lana Cantrell[image: External link]

	The 5th Dimension[image: External link]




	[21]



	1969[image: External link]
	Feliciano, JoséJosé Feliciano[image: External link]
	

	Cream[image: External link]

	Gary Puckett & The Union Gap[image: External link]

	Jeannie C. Riley[image: External link]

	O. C. Smith[image: External link]




	[22]
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 1970s






	Year[I]
	Recipient
	Nominees
	Ref.



	1970[image: External link]
	Crosby, Stills & Nash
	

	Chicago[image: External link]

	Led Zeppelin[image: External link]

	Oliver[image: External link]

	The Neon Philharmonic[image: External link]




	[23]



	1971[image: External link]
	The Carpenters
	

	Anne Murray[image: External link]

	Elton John

	Melba Moore[image: External link]

	The Partridge Family[image: External link]




	[24]



	1972[image: External link]
	Simon, CarlyCarly Simon
	

	Bill Withers[image: External link]

	Chase[image: External link]

	Emerson, Lake & Palmer[image: External link]

	Hamilton, Joe Frank & Reynolds[image: External link]




	[25]



	1973[image: External link]
	America
	

	Eagles[image: External link]

	Harry Chapin[image: External link]

	John Prine[image: External link]

	Loggins and Messina[image: External link]




	[26]



	1974[image: External link]
	Midler, BetteBette Midler
	

	Barry White[image: External link]

	Eumir Deodato[image: External link]

	Marie Osmond[image: External link]

	Maureen McGovern[image: External link]




	[27]



	1975[image: External link]
	Hamlisch, MarvinMarvin Hamlisch
	

	Bad Company[image: External link]

	David Essex[image: External link]

	Graham Central Station[image: External link]

	Johnny Bristol[image: External link]

	Phoebe Snow[image: External link]




	[28]



	1976[image: External link]
	Cole, NatalieNatalie Cole
	

	Amazing Rhythm Aces[image: External link]

	Brecker Brothers[image: External link]

	KC and the Sunshine Band[image: External link]

	Morris Albert[image: External link]




	[29]



	1977[image: External link]
	Starland Vocal Band
	

	Boston[image: External link]

	Dr. Buzzard's Original Savannah Band[image: External link]

	The Brothers Johnson[image: External link]

	Wild Cherry[image: External link]




	[30]



	1978[image: External link]
	Boone, DebbyDebby Boone
	

	Andy Gibb[image: External link]

	Foreigner[image: External link]

	Shaun Cassidy[image: External link]

	Stephen Bishop[image: External link]




	[31]



	1979[image: External link]
	A Taste of Honey
	

	Chris Rea[image: External link]

	Elvis Costello[image: External link]

	The Cars[image: External link]

	Toto




	[32]
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 1980s






	Year[I]
	Recipient
	Nominees
	Ref.



	1980[image: External link]
	Jones, Rickie LeeRickie Lee Jones
	

	Dire Straits[image: External link]

	Robin Williams[image: External link]

	The Blues Brothers[image: External link]

	The Knack[image: External link]




	[33]



	1981[image: External link]
	Cross, ChristopherChristopher Cross
	

	Amy Holland[image: External link]

	Irene Cara[image: External link]

	Robbie Dupree[image: External link]

	The Pretenders[image: External link]




	[34]



	1982[image: External link]
	Easton, SheenaSheena Easton
	

	Adam and the Ants[image: External link]

	James Ingram[image: External link]

	Luther Vandross[image: External link]

	The Go-Go's[image: External link]




	[35]



	1983[image: External link]
	Men at Work
	

	Asia

	Jennifer Holliday[image: External link]

	Stray Cats[image: External link]

	The Human League




	[36]



	1984[image: External link]
	Culture Club
	

	Big Country[image: External link]

	Eurythmics[image: External link]

	Men Without Hats[image: External link]

	Musical Youth[image: External link]




	[10]



	1985[image: External link]
	Lauper, CyndiCyndi Lauper
	

	Corey Hart[image: External link]

	Frankie Goes to Hollywood[image: External link]

	Sheila E.[image: External link]

	The Judds[image: External link]




	[37]



	1986[image: External link]
	Sade
	

	a-ha[image: External link]

	Freddie Jackson[image: External link]

	Katrina and the Waves[image: External link]

	Julian Lennon[image: External link]




	[38]



	1987[image: External link]
	Hornsby, BruceBruce Hornsby and the Range
	

	Glass Tiger[image: External link]

	Nu Shooz[image: External link]

	Simply Red[image: External link]

	Timbuk3[image: External link]




	[39]



	1988[image: External link]
	Watley, JodyJody Watley
	

	Breakfast Club[image: External link]

	Cutting Crew[image: External link]

	Terence Trent D'Arby[image: External link]

	Swing Out Sister[image: External link]




	[40]



	1989[image: External link]
	Chapman, TracyTracy Chapman
	

	Rick Astley

	Take 6[image: External link]

	Toni Childs[image: External link]

	Vanessa L. Williams[image: External link]




	[41]
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 1990s






	Year[I]
	Recipient
	Nominees
	Ref.



	1990[image: External link]
	[III]
	

	Indigo Girls[image: External link]

	Neneh Cherry[image: External link]

	Soul II Soul[image: External link]

	Tone Lōc[image: External link]

	
Milli Vanilli (Vacated)




	[42]



	1991[image: External link]
	Carey, MariahMariah Carey
	

	Lisa Stansfield[image: External link]

	The Black Crowes[image: External link]

	The Kentucky Headhunters[image: External link]

	Wilson Phillips[image: External link]




	[43]



	1992[image: External link]
	Cohn, MarcMarc Cohn[image: External link]
	

	Boyz II Men[image: External link]

	C+C Music Factory[image: External link]

	Color Me Badd[image: External link]

	Seal[image: External link]




	[44]



	1993[image: External link]
	Arrested Development
	

	Billy Ray Cyrus[image: External link]

	Jon Secada[image: External link]

	Kris Kross[image: External link]

	Sophie B. Hawkins[image: External link]




	[45]



	1994[image: External link]
	Braxton, ToniToni Braxton
	

	Belly[image: External link]

	Blind Melon[image: External link]

	Digable Planets[image: External link]

	SWV[image: External link]




	[46]



	1995[image: External link]
	Crow, SherylSheryl Crow
	

	Ace of Base

	Counting Crows[image: External link]

	Crash Test Dummies[image: External link]

	Green Day[image: External link]




	[47]



	1996[image: External link]
	Hootie & the Blowfish
	

	Alanis Morissette

	Brandy[image: External link]

	Joan Osborne[image: External link]

	Shania Twain[image: External link]




	[48]



	1997[image: External link]
	Rimes, LeAnnLeAnn Rimes[image: External link]
	

	Garbage[image: External link]

	Jewel[image: External link]

	No Doubt[image: External link]

	The Tony Rich Project[image: External link]




	[49]



	1998[image: External link]
	Cole, PaulaPaula Cole
	

	Erykah Badu[image: External link]

	Fiona Apple[image: External link]

	Hanson[image: External link]

	Puff Daddy[image: External link]




	[50]



	1999[image: External link]
	Hill, LaurynLauryn Hill
	

	Andrea Bocelli[image: External link]

	Backstreet Boys

	Dixie Chicks

	Natalie Imbruglia[image: External link]




	[51]
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 2000s






	Year[I]
	Recipient
	Nominees
	Ref.



	2000[image: External link]
	Aguilera, ChristinaChristina Aguilera
	

	Britney Spears

	Kid Rock[image: External link]

	Macy Gray[image: External link]

	Susan Tedeschi[image: External link]




	[52]



	2001[image: External link]
	Lynne, ShelbyShelby Lynne
	

	Brad Paisley[image: External link]

	Jill Scott[image: External link]

	Papa Roach[image: External link]

	Sisqó[image: External link]




	[53]



	2002[image: External link]
	Keys, AliciaAlicia Keys
	

	David Gray[image: External link]

	India.Arie[image: External link]

	Linkin Park[image: External link]

	Nelly Furtado[image: External link]




	[54]



	2003[image: External link]
	Jones, NorahNorah Jones
	

	Ashanti[image: External link]

	Avril Lavigne[image: External link]

	John Mayer

	Michelle Branch[image: External link]




	[55]



	2004[image: External link]
	Evanescence
	

	50 Cent

	Fountains of Wayne[image: External link]

	Heather Headley[image: External link]

	Sean Paul[image: External link]




	[56]



	2005[image: External link]
	Maroon 5
	

	Gretchen Wilson[image: External link]

	Los Lonely Boys[image: External link]

	Joss Stone[image: External link]

	Kanye West




	[57]



	2006[image: External link]
	Legend, JohnJohn Legend
	

	Ciara[image: External link]

	Fall Out Boy[image: External link]

	Keane[image: External link]

	Sugarland[image: External link]




	[58]



	2007[image: External link]
	Underwood, CarrieCarrie Underwood
	

	Chris Brown[image: External link]

	Corinne Bailey Rae[image: External link]

	Imogen Heap[image: External link]

	James Blunt[image: External link]




	[59]



	2008[image: External link]
	Winehouse, AmyAmy Winehouse
	

	Feist[image: External link]

	Ledisi[image: External link]

	Paramore[image: External link]

	Taylor Swift




	[60]



	2009[image: External link]
	Adele
	

	Duffy[image: External link]

	Jonas Brothers[image: External link]

	Jazmine Sullivan[image: External link]

	Lady Antebellum




	[61]
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 2010s






	Year[I]
	Image
	Recipient
	Nominees
	Ref.



	2010[image: External link]
	Zac Brown Band[image: External link]
	

	Keri Hilson[image: External link]

	MGMT[image: External link]

	Silversun Pickups[image: External link]

	The Ting Tings[image: External link]




	[62]



	2011[image: External link]
	Esperanza Spalding
	

	Drake[image: External link]

	Florence + The Machine[image: External link]

	Justin Bieber

	Mumford & Sons[image: External link]




	[63]



	2012[image: External link]
	Bon Iver
	

	J. Cole[image: External link]

	Nicki Minaj[image: External link]

	Skrillex[image: External link]

	The Band Perry[image: External link]




	[64]



	2013
	fun.
	

	Alabama Shakes

	Hunter Hayes[image: External link]

	Frank Ocean

	The Lumineers[image: External link]




	[65]



	2014[image: External link]
	Macklemore & Ryan Lewis
	

	Ed Sheeran[image: External link]

	James Blake[image: External link]

	Kacey Musgraves[image: External link]

	Kendrick Lamar[image: External link]




	[65]



	2015[image: External link]
	Sam Smith
	

	Bastille[image: External link]

	Brandy Clark[image: External link]

	Haim[image: External link]

	Iggy Azalea[image: External link]




	[66]



	2016[image: External link]
	Meghan Trainor
	

	Courtney Barnett[image: External link]

	James Bay[image: External link]

	Sam Hunt[image: External link]

	Tori Kelly[image: External link]




	[65]



	2017[image: External link]
	Chance the Rapper
	

	Kelsea Ballerini[image: External link]

	The Chainsmokers[image: External link]

	Maren Morris[image: External link]

	Anderson .Paak[image: External link]




	[67]




^[I] Each year is linked to the article about the Grammy Awards held that year.

^[II] Award for Best New Artist was not presented during the 9th Grammy Awards.[68][69]

^[III] Milli Vanilli were originally presented with the award, but were later stripped of it after it was discovered that they did not perform their own vocals on their debut album. The award was revoked, but was not handed out to another artist, therefore rendering the 1990 recipient vacant.
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 See also





	List of Grammy Award categories[image: External link]
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Grammy Award for Best Female Pop Vocal Performance






The Grammy Award for Best Female Pop Vocal Performance was a Grammy Award recognizing superior vocal performance by a female in the pop category, the first of which was presented in 1959. It was discontinued after the 2011 Grammy season. The award went to the artist. Singles or tracks only are eligible.

The awards had quite a convoluted history:


	From 1959 to 1960 there was an award called Best Vocal Performance, Female, which was for work in the pop field

	In 1961 the award was separated into Best Vocal Performance Single Record Or Track and Best Vocal Performance Album, Female


	From 1962 to 1963 the awards from the previous year were combined into Best Solo Vocal Performance, Female


	From 1964 to 1968 the award was called Best Vocal Performance, Female


	In 1966 there was also an award for Best Contemporary (R&R) Vocal Performance - Female


	In 1967 the award from the previous year was combined with the equivalent award for men as the Grammy Award for Best Contemporary (R&R) Solo Vocal Performance - Male or Female[image: External link]


	In 1968 the previous award was once again separated by gender, with the female award called Best Contemporary Female Solo Vocal Performance


	In 1969, the awards were combined and streamlined as the award for Best Contemporary-Pop Vocal Performance, Female


	From 1970 to 1971 the award was known as Best Contemporary Vocal Performance, Female


	From 1972 to 1994 the award was known as Best Pop Vocal Performance, Female


	From 1995 to 2011 it was known as Best Female Pop Vocal Performance




The award was discontinued in 2012 in a major overhaul of Grammy categories. From 2012, all solo performances in the pop category (male, female, and instrumental) were shifted to the newly formed Best Pop Solo Performance[image: External link] category.

Years reflect the year in which the Grammy Awards were presented, for works released in the previous year.




Recipients



	Year
	Performing artist
	Work
	Nominees
	Ref.



	1959[image: External link]
	Fitzgerald, EllaElla Fitzgerald
	Ella Fitzgerald Sings the Irving Berlin Songbook[image: External link]
	

	Doris Day - "Everybody Loves a Lover[image: External link]"

	Eydie Gorme[image: External link] - Eydie in Love

	Peggy Lee[image: External link] - " Fever[image: External link]"

	Keely Smith[image: External link] - "I Wish You Love[image: External link]"




	[1]



	1960[image: External link]
	Fitzgerald, EllaElla Fitzgerald
	"But Not for Me[image: External link]"
	

	Lena Horne[image: External link] - Porgy & Bess[image: External link]

	Peggy Lee[image: External link] - "Alright, Okay, You Win[image: External link]"

	Pat Suzuki[image: External link] - Broadway '59

	Caterina Valente[image: External link] - La Strada del Amore




	[2]



	1961[image: External link]

(Single)
	Fitzgerald, EllaElla Fitzgerald
	"Mack the Knife (Live)"
	

	Doris Day - The Sound of Music

	Eileen Farrell[image: External link] - "I Gotta Right to Sing the Blues[image: External link]"

	Brenda Lee[image: External link] - "I'm Sorry[image: External link]"

	Peggy Lee[image: External link] - "I'm Gonna Go Fishin"




	[3]



	1961[image: External link]

(Album)
	Fitzgerald, EllaElla Fitzgerald
	Ella in Berlin: Mack the Knife[image: External link]
	

	Rosemary Clooney[image: External link] - Clap Hands! Here Comes Rosie![image: External link]

	Peggy Lee[image: External link] - Latin ala Lee![image: External link]

	Miriam Makeba[image: External link] - Miriam Makeba[image: External link]

	Della Reese[image: External link] - Della




	[3]



	1962[image: External link]
	Garland, JudyJudy Garland
	Judy at Carnegie Hall
	

	Ella Fitzgerald - "(If You Can't Sing It) You'll Have to Swing It (Mr. Paganini)[image: External link]"

	Billie Holiday[image: External link] - The Essential Billie Holiday

	Lena Horne[image: External link] - Lena Horne at the Sands[image: External link]

	Peggy Lee[image: External link] - Basin Street East Proudly Presents Miss Peggy Lee[image: External link]




	[4]



	1963[image: External link]
	Fitzgerald, EllaElla Fitzgerald
	Ella Swings Brightly with Nelson[image: External link]
	

	Diahann Carroll[image: External link] - No, Strings

	Lena Horne[image: External link] - Lena...Lovely and Alive[image: External link]

	Peggy Lee[image: External link] - I'm a Woman[image: External link]

	Ketty Lester[image: External link] - Love Letters[image: External link]

	Sandy Stewart[image: External link] - My Coloring Book

	Pat Thomas[image: External link] - Slightly Out of Time




	[5]



	1964[image: External link]
	Streisand, BarbraBarbra Streisand[image: External link]
	The Barbra Streisand Album
	

	Eydie Gorme[image: External link] - Blame It on the Bossa Nova[image: External link]

	Peggy Lee[image: External link] - "I'm a Woman[image: External link]"

	Miriam Makeba[image: External link] - The World of Miriam Makeba

	The Singing Nun[image: External link] - Dominique[image: External link]




	[6]



	1965[image: External link]
	Streisand, BarbraBarbra Streisand[image: External link]
	" People[image: External link]"
	

	Petula Clark[image: External link] - " Downtown[image: External link]"

	Gale Garnett[image: External link] - We'll Sing in the Sunshine

	Astrud Gilberto[image: External link] - "The Girl from Ipanema[image: External link]"

	Nancy Wilson[image: External link] - How Glad I Am




	[7]



	1966[image: External link]
	Streisand, BarbraBarbra Streisand[image: External link]
	My Name Is Barbra[image: External link]
	

	Petula Clark[image: External link] - Downtown[image: External link]

	Jackie DeShannon[image: External link] - What the World Needs Now is Love[image: External link]

	Astrud Gilberto[image: External link] - The Astrud Gilberto Album[image: External link]

	Nancy Wilson[image: External link] - Gentle Is My Love




	



	1967[image: External link]
	Gormé, EydieEydie Gormé[image: External link]
	"If He Walked into My Life Today"
	

	Ella Fitzgerald - Ella at Duke's Place[image: External link]

	Sandy Posey[image: External link] - Born a Woman

	Nancy Sinatra[image: External link] - These Boots Are Made for Walkin'[image: External link]

	Barbra Streisand[image: External link] - Color Me Barbra[image: External link]




	



	1968[image: External link]
	Gentry, BobbieBobbie Gentry
	"Ode to Billie Joe[image: External link]"
	

	Vikki Carr[image: External link] - "It Must Be Him[image: External link]"

	Petula Clark[image: External link] - "Don't Sleep in the Subway[image: External link]"

	Aretha Franklin[image: External link] - " Respect[image: External link]"

	Dionne Warwick[image: External link] - " Alfie[image: External link]"




	[8]



	1969[image: External link]
	Warwick, DionneDionne Warwick[image: External link]
	"Do You Know the Way to San Jose[image: External link]"
	

	Aretha Franklin[image: External link] - "I Say a Little Prayer[image: External link]"

	Mary Hopkin[image: External link] - "Those Were the Days[image: External link]"

	Merrilee Rush[image: External link] - "Angel of the Morning[image: External link]"

	Barbra Streisand[image: External link] - "Funny Girl[image: External link]"




	



	1970[image: External link]
	Lee, PeggyPeggy Lee[image: External link]
	"Is That All There Is?[image: External link]"
	

	Vikki Carr[image: External link] - "With Pen in Hand[image: External link]"

	Jackie DeShannon[image: External link] - "Put a Little Love in Your Heart[image: External link]"

	Brenda Lee[image: External link] - "Johnny One Time[image: External link]"

	Dusty Springfield - "Son of a Preacher Man[image: External link]"

	Dionne Warwick[image: External link] - "This Girl's in Love with You[image: External link]"




	[9]



	1971[image: External link]
	Warwick, DionneDionne Warwick[image: External link]
	I'll Never Fall in Love Again
	

	Bobbie Gentry - " Fancy[image: External link]"

	Anne Murray[image: External link] - " Snowbird[image: External link]"

	Linda Ronstadt[image: External link] - "Long, Long Time[image: External link]"

	Diana Ross[image: External link] - "Ain't No Mountain High Enough[image: External link]"




	[10]



	1972[image: External link]
	King, CaroleCarole King
	Tapestry[image: External link]
	

	Joan Baez[image: External link] - "The Night They Drove Old Dixie Down[image: External link]"

	Cher - "Gypsys, Tramps & Thieves[image: External link]"

	Janis Joplin[image: External link] - "Me and Bobby McGee[image: External link]"

	Carly Simon - "That's the Way I've Always Heard It Should Be[image: External link]"




	[11]



	1973[image: External link]
	Reddy, HelenHelen Reddy[image: External link]
	"I Am Woman[image: External link]"
	

	Roberta Flack[image: External link] - Quiet Fire

	Aretha Franklin[image: External link] - Day Dreaming

	Carly Simon - " Anticipation[image: External link]"

	Barbra Streisand[image: External link] - "Sweet Inspiration"/"Where You Lead[image: External link]"




	[12]



	1974[image: External link]
	Flack, RobertaRoberta Flack[image: External link]
	"Killing Me Softly with His Song"
	

	Bette Midler - "Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy[image: External link]"

	Anne Murray[image: External link] - "Danny's Song[image: External link]"

	Diana Ross[image: External link] - "Touch Me in the Morning[image: External link]"

	Carly Simon - "You're So Vain[image: External link]"




	[13]



	1975[image: External link]
	Newton-John, OliviaOlivia Newton-John[image: External link]
	"I Honestly Love You[image: External link]"
	

	Roberta Flack[image: External link] - "Feel Like Makin' Love[image: External link]"

	Carole King - " Jazzman[image: External link]"

	Cleo Laine[image: External link] - Cleo Laine Live at Carnegie Hall

	Joni Mitchell[image: External link] - Court and Spark[image: External link]




	



	1976[image: External link]
	Ian, JanisJanis Ian[image: External link]
	"At Seventeen[image: External link]"
	

	Judy Collins[image: External link] - "Send in the Clowns[image: External link]"

	Olivia Newton-John[image: External link] - "Have You Never Been Mellow[image: External link]"

	Helen Reddy[image: External link] - Ain't No Way to Treat a Lady

	Linda Ronstadt[image: External link] - Heart Like a Wheel[image: External link]




	[14]



	1977[image: External link]
	Ronstadt, LindaLinda Ronstadt[image: External link]
	Hasten Down the Wind[image: External link]
	

	Natalie Cole - Natalie

	Emmylou Harris[image: External link] - Here, There and Everywhere[image: External link]

	Joni Mitchell[image: External link] - The Hissing of Summer Lawns[image: External link]

	Vicki Sue Robinson[image: External link] - Turn the Beat Around[image: External link]




	[15]



	1978[image: External link]
	Streisand, BarbraBarbra Streisand[image: External link]
	"Evergreen (Love Theme from A Star Is Born)"
	

	Debby Boone - "You Light Up My Life"

	Dolly Parton[image: External link] - "Here You Come Again[image: External link]"

	Linda Ronstadt[image: External link] - "Blue Bayou[image: External link]"

	Carly Simon - Nobody Does It Better




	[16]



	1979[image: External link]
	Murray, AnneAnne Murray[image: External link]
	"You Needed Me[image: External link]"
	

	Olivia Newton-John[image: External link] - "Hopelessly Devoted to You[image: External link]"

	Carly Simon - "You Belong to Me[image: External link]"

	Barbra Streisand[image: External link] - "You Don't Bring Me Flowers[image: External link]"

	Donna Summer[image: External link] - "MacArthur Park[image: External link]"




	[17]



	1980[image: External link]
	Warwick, DionneDionne Warwick[image: External link]
	"I'll Never Love This Way Again[image: External link]"
	

	Gloria Gaynor[image: External link] - "I Will Survive[image: External link]"

	Rickie Lee Jones - "Chuck E.'s In Love[image: External link]"

	Melissa Manchester[image: External link] - "Don't Cry Out Loud[image: External link]"

	Donna Summer[image: External link] - "Bad Girls[image: External link]"




	[18]



	1981[image: External link]
	Midler, BetteBette Midler
	"The Rose[image: External link]"
	

	Irene Cara[image: External link] - "Fame"

	Olivia Newton-John[image: External link] - " Magic[image: External link]"

	Barbra Streisand[image: External link] - "Woman in Love[image: External link]"

	Donna Summer[image: External link] - "On the Radio[image: External link]"




	[18]



	1982[image: External link]
	Horne, LenaLena Horne[image: External link]
	Lena Horne: The Lady and Her Music[image: External link]
	

	Kim Carnes[image: External link] - "Bette Davis Eyes[image: External link]"

	Sheena Easton - "For Your Eyes Only[image: External link]"

	Juice Newton[image: External link] - "Angel of the Morning[image: External link]"

	Olivia Newton-John[image: External link] - " Physical[image: External link]"




	[18]



	1983[image: External link]
	Manchester, MelissaMelissa Manchester[image: External link]
	"You Should Hear How She Talks About You[image: External link]"
	

	Laura Branigan[image: External link] - " Gloria[image: External link]"

	Juice Newton[image: External link] - "Love's Been A Little Bit Hard On Me[image: External link]"

	Olivia Newton-John[image: External link] - "Heart Attack[image: External link]

	Linda Ronstadt[image: External link] - Get Closer[image: External link]




	[18]



	1984[image: External link]
	Cara, IreneIrene Cara[image: External link]
	"Flashdance... What a Feeling"
	

	Sheena Easton - "Telefone (Long Distance Love Affair)[image: External link]"

	Linda Ronstadt[image: External link] - What's New[image: External link]

	Donna Summer[image: External link] - "She Works Hard for the Money[image: External link]"

	Bonnie Tyler[image: External link] - "Total Eclipse of the Heart[image: External link]"




	[18]



	1985[image: External link]
	Turner, TinaTina Turner[image: External link]
	"What's Love Got to Do with It[image: External link]"
	

	Sheila E.[image: External link] - "The Glamorous Life[image: External link]"

	Sheena Easton - " Strut[image: External link]"

	Cyndi Lauper - "Girls Just Want to Have Fun[image: External link]"

	Deniece Williams[image: External link] - "Let's Hear It for the Boy[image: External link]"




	[18]



	1986[image: External link]
	Houston, WhitneyWhitney Houston
	"Saving All My Love for You[image: External link]"
	

	Pat Benatar[image: External link] - "We Belong[image: External link]"

	Madonna - "Crazy for You[image: External link]"

	Linda Ronstadt[image: External link] - Lush Life[image: External link]

	Tina Turner[image: External link] - "We Don't Need Another Hero[image: External link]"




	[18]



	1987[image: External link]
	Streisand, BarbraBarbra Streisand[image: External link]
	The Broadway Album[image: External link]
	

	Cyndi Lauper - "True Colors[image: External link]"

	Madonna - "Papa Don't Preach[image: External link]"

	Tina Turner[image: External link] - "Typical Male[image: External link]"

	Dionne Warwick[image: External link] - Friends[image: External link]




	[18]



	1988[image: External link]
	Houston, WhitneyWhitney Houston
	"I Wanna Dance with Somebody (Who Loves Me)[image: External link]"
	

	Belinda Carlisle[image: External link] - "Heaven Is a Place on Earth[image: External link]"

	Carly Simon - Coming Around Again[image: External link]

	Barbra Streisand[image: External link] - One Voice[image: External link]

	Suzanne Vega[image: External link] - " Luka[image: External link]"




	[18]



	1989[image: External link]
	Chapman, TracyTracy Chapman
	"Fast Car[image: External link]"
	

	Taylor Dayne[image: External link] - "Tell It to My Heart[image: External link]"

	Whitney Houston - "One Moment in Time[image: External link]"

	Joni Mitchell[image: External link] - Chalk Mark in a Rainstorm[image: External link]

	Brenda Russell[image: External link] - "Get Here[image: External link]"




	[18]



	1990[image: External link]
	Raitt, BonnieBonnie Raitt
	"Nick of Time"
	

	Paula Abdul[image: External link] - "Straight Up[image: External link]"

	Gloria Estefan[image: External link] - "Don't Wanna Lose You[image: External link]"

	Bette Midler - "Wind Beneath My Wings[image: External link]"

	Linda Ronstadt[image: External link] - Cry Like a Rainstorm, Howl Like the Wind[image: External link]




	[18]



	1991[image: External link]
	Carey, MariahMariah Carey
	"Vision of Love[image: External link]"
	

	Whitney Houston "I'm Your Baby Tonight[image: External link]"

	Bette Midler - "From a Distance[image: External link]"

	Sinéad O'Connor[image: External link] - "Nothing Compares 2 U[image: External link]"

	Lisa Stansfield[image: External link] - "All Around the World[image: External link]"




	[18]



	1992[image: External link]
	Raitt, BonnieBonnie Raitt
	"Something to Talk About[image: External link]"
	

	Mariah Carey - " Emotions[image: External link]"

	Oleta Adams[image: External link] - "Get Here[image: External link]"

	Amy Grant[image: External link] - "Baby Baby[image: External link]"

	Whitney Houston - "All the Man That I Need[image: External link]"




	[18]



	1993[image: External link]
	lang, k.d.k.d. lang[image: External link]
	"Constant Craving[image: External link]"
	

	Mariah Carey — MTV Unplugged[image: External link]

	Celine Dion — Celine Dion[image: External link]

	Annie Lennox — Diva[image: External link]

	Vanessa L. Williams[image: External link] — "Save the Best for Last[image: External link]"




	[18]



	1994[image: External link]
	Houston, WhitneyWhitney Houston
	"I Will Always Love You"
	

	Mariah Carey — " Dreamlover[image: External link]"

	Shawn Colvin[image: External link] — "I Don't Know Why"

	k.d. lang[image: External link] — "Miss Chatelaine"

	Tina Turner[image: External link] — "I Don't Wanna Fight[image: External link]"




	[18]



	1995[image: External link]
	Crow, SherylSheryl Crow
	"All I Wanna Do[image: External link]"
	

	Mariah Carey — " Hero[image: External link]"

	Celine Dion — "The Power of Love[image: External link]"

	Bonnie Raitt — "Longing in Their Hearts"

	Barbra Streisand[image: External link] — "Ordinary Miracles"




	[18]



	1996[image: External link]
	Lennox, AnnieAnnie Lennox
	"No More I Love You's[image: External link]"
	

	Mariah Carey — " Fantasy[image: External link]"

	Dionne Farris[image: External link] — "I Know[image: External link]"

	Joan Osborne[image: External link] — "One of Us[image: External link]"

	Bonnie Raitt — "You Got It[image: External link]"

	Vanessa L. Williams[image: External link] — "Colors of the Wind"




	[18]



	1997[image: External link]
	Toni Braxton
	"Un-Break My Heart[image: External link]"
	

	Shawn Colvin[image: External link] — "Get Out of This House"

	Celine Dion — "Because You Loved Me[image: External link]"

	Gloria Estefan[image: External link] — " Reach[image: External link]"

	Jewel[image: External link] — "Who Will Save Your Soul[image: External link]"




	[18]



	1998[image: External link]
	McLachlan, SarahSarah McLachlan[image: External link]
	"Building a Mystery[image: External link]"
	

	Mariah Carey — " Butterfly[image: External link]"

	Paula Cole — "Where Have All the Cowboys Gone?[image: External link]"

	Shawn Colvin[image: External link] — "Sunny Came Home[image: External link]"

	Jewel[image: External link] — "Foolish Games[image: External link]"




	[18]



	1999[image: External link]
	Dion, CelineCeline Dion
	"My Heart Will Go On"
	

	Sheryl Crow — "My Favorite Mistake[image: External link]"

	Lauryn Hill — "Can't Take My Eyes Off You[image: External link]"

	Natalie Imbruglia[image: External link] — " Torn[image: External link]"

	Sarah McLachlan[image: External link] — " Adia[image: External link]"




	[18]



	2000[image: External link]
	McLachlan, SarahSarah McLachlan[image: External link]
	"I Will Remember You[image: External link] (Live)"
	

	Christina Aguilera — "Genie in a Bottle[image: External link]"

	Madonna — "Beautiful Stranger[image: External link]"

	Alanis Morissette — "Thank U[image: External link]"

	Britney Spears — "...Baby One More Time"




	[18]



	2001[image: External link]
	Gray, MacyMacy Gray[image: External link]
	"I Try[image: External link]"
	

	Christina Aguilera — "What a Girl Wants[image: External link]"

	Madonna — " Music[image: External link]"

	Aimee Mann[image: External link] — "Save Me[image: External link]"

	Joni Mitchell[image: External link] — "Both Sides Now[image: External link]"

	Britney Spears — "Oops!... I Did It Again[image: External link]"




	[18]



	2002[image: External link]
	Furtado, NellyNelly Furtado[image: External link]
	"I'm like a Bird[image: External link]"
	

	Faith Hill — "There You'll Be[image: External link]"

	Janet Jackson — "Someone to Call My Lover[image: External link]"

	Sade — "By Your Side[image: External link]"

	Lucinda Williams[image: External link] — "Essence"




	[18]



	2003[image: External link]
	Jones, NorahNorah Jones
	"Don't Know Why[image: External link]"
	

	Sheryl Crow — "Soak Up the Sun[image: External link]"

	Avril Lavigne[image: External link] — " Complicated[image: External link]"

	Pink — "Get the Party Started[image: External link]"

	Britney Spears — " Overprotected[image: External link]"




	[18]



	2004[image: External link]
	Aguilera, ChristinaChristina Aguilera
	" Beautiful[image: External link]"
	

	Kelly Clarkson[image: External link] — "Miss Independent[image: External link]"

	Dido — "White Flag[image: External link]"

	Avril Lavigne[image: External link] — "I'm with You[image: External link]"

	Sarah McLachlan[image: External link] — " Fallen[image: External link]"




	[18]



	2005[image: External link]
	Jones, NorahNorah Jones
	" Sunrise[image: External link]"
	

	Björk[image: External link] — " Oceania[image: External link]"

	Sheryl Crow — "The First Cut Is the Deepest[image: External link]"

	Gwen Stefani[image: External link] — "What You Waiting For?[image: External link]"

	Joss Stone[image: External link] — "You Had Me[image: External link]"




	[18]



	2006[image: External link]
	Clarkson, KellyKelly Clarkson[image: External link]
	"Since U Been Gone[image: External link]"
	

	Mariah Carey — "It's Like That[image: External link]"

	Sheryl Crow — "Good Is Good[image: External link]"

	Bonnie Raitt — "I Will Not Be Broken"

	Gwen Stefani[image: External link] — "Hollaback Girl[image: External link]"




	[18]



	2007[image: External link]
	Aguilera, ChristinaChristina Aguilera
	"Ain't No Other Man[image: External link]"
	

	Natasha Bedingfield[image: External link] — " Unwritten[image: External link]"

	Sheryl Crow - "You Can Close Your Eyes"

	Pink — "Stupid Girls[image: External link]"

	KT Tunstall[image: External link] — "Black Horse and the Cherry Tree[image: External link]"




	[18]



	2008[image: External link]
	Winehouse, AmyAmy Winehouse
	" Rehab[image: External link]"
	

	Christina Aguilera — " Candyman[image: External link]"

	Feist[image: External link] — " 1234[image: External link]"

	Fergie[image: External link] — "Big Girls Don't Cry[image: External link]"

	Nelly Furtado[image: External link] — "Say It Right[image: External link]"




	[18]



	2009[image: External link]
	Adele
	"Chasing Pavements"
	

	Sara Bareilles[image: External link] — "Love Song[image: External link]"

	Duffy[image: External link] — " Mercy[image: External link]"

	Leona Lewis — "Bleeding Love"

	Katy Perry[image: External link] - "I Kissed A Girl[image: External link]"

	Pink — "So What[image: External link]"




	[18]



	2010[image: External link]
	Beyoncé[image: External link]
	" Halo[image: External link]"
	

	Adele — "Hometown Glory"

	Katy Perry[image: External link] — "Hot n Cold[image: External link]"

	Pink — " Sober[image: External link]"

	Taylor Swift — "You Belong With Me[image: External link]"




	[19]



	2011[image: External link]
	Lady Gaga
	"Bad Romance[image: External link]"
	

	Sara Bareilles[image: External link] — "King of Anything[image: External link]"

	Beyoncé[image: External link] — "Halo (Live)[image: External link]"

	Norah Jones — "Chasing Pirates[image: External link]"

	Katy Perry[image: External link] — "Teenage Dream[image: External link]"




	[20]




Category facts


	Most Wins in Category





	Rank
	1st
	2nd
	3rd



	Artist
	Ella Fitzgerald

Barbra Streisand[image: External link]
	Dionne Warwick[image: External link]

Whitney Houston
	Sarah McLachlan[image: External link]

Bonnie Raitt

Norah Jones

Christina Aguilera



	Total Wins
	5 wins
	3 wins
	2 wins





	Most Nominations





	Rank
	1st
	2nd
	3rd
	4th
	5th
	6th



	Artist
	Barbra Streisand[image: External link]
	Peggy Lee[image: External link]

Linda Ronstadt[image: External link]

Mariah Carey
	Ella Fitzgerald

Dionne Warwick[image: External link]
	Olivia Newton-John[image: External link]

Carly Simon

Whitney Houston

Sheryl Crow
	Bonnie Raitt

Christina Aguilera
	Donna Summer[image: External link]

Celine Dion

Madonna

Pink[image: External link]

Sarah McLachlan[image: External link]



	Total Nominations
	12 Nominations
	8 nominations
	7 nominations
	6 nominations
	5 nominations
	4 nominations





	Other facts




	Mariah Carey is the only artist to receive the six consecutive nominations in this category and she won for "Vision of Love" among them.

	
Beyoncé[image: External link] is the only artist in this category to have the same songs in different versions nominated, with " Halo[image: External link]" studio version and live version. The studio version of this song won in 2010.

	Ella Fitzgerald's "Mack The Knife" and Sarah McLachlan's "I Will Remember You" are the only live songs that won this category.

	
Ella Fitzgerald is the most winner in consecutive years, with four.

	
Lady Gaga is the last recipient of the award after the category was renamed as Best Pop Solo Performance.
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21 (Adele album)






21 is the second studio album[image: External link] by British singer Adele. It was released on 24 January 2011[1] in most of Europe, and on 22 February 2011 in North America. The album was named after the age of the singer during its production. 21 shares the folk[image: External link] and Motown[image: External link] soul influences of her 2008 debut album 19, but was further inspired by the American country and Southern blues music to which she had been exposed during her 2008–09 North American tour An Evening with Adele. Composed in the aftermath of the singer's separation from her partner, the album typifies the near dormant tradition of the confessional singer-songwriter[image: External link] in its exploration of heartbreak, self-examination, and forgiveness.

Adele began writing 21 in April 2009, when still involved in the relationship that subsequently inspired the record. Dissatisfied with once again portraying herself as the musical tragedian of her debut, she had intended to compose a more upbeat and contemporary follow-up. However, studio sessions ended prematurely due to a lack of inspiration. She resumed production immediately after the breakdown of her relationship, channelling her heartbreak and depression into her songs. Adele collaborated with various songwriters and producers, including Columbia Records co-president Rick Rubin[image: External link], Paul Epworth[image: External link], Ryan Tedder, Jim Abbiss[image: External link], and Dan Wilson[image: External link].

Praised by critics for its understated production, vintage aesthetic, and Adele's vocal performance, 21 defied the modest commercial expectations of her indie record label[image: External link] XL Recordings. The album topped the charts in more than 30 countries and became the world's best-selling album of the year[image: External link] for 2011 and 2012. In the United Kingdom, it is the best-selling album of the 21st century[image: External link] and fourth best-selling album of all time, while its 23-week tenure atop the UK Albums Chart[image: External link] is the longest by a female solo artist. In the United States, the album held the top position for 24 weeks, longer than any other album since 1985 and the longest by a female solo artist in Billboard 200 history.[2] As well, it had the most weeks on the Billboard 200 chart of any album by a woman.[3]

It was certified Diamond[image: External link] by the RIAA[image: External link] and was ranked as the "Greatest Billboard 200 Album of All Time."[2]

Five singles were released to promote the album, with "Rolling in the Deep," "Someone like You" and "Set Fire to the Rain" becoming international number-one songs, while "Rumour Has It" charted in the top 20 across Europe and North America. Globally, 21 was the biggest selling musical release for both 2011 and 2012, and helped revitalise lagging sales of the UK and US music industry. With over 31 million copies sold worldwide,[4] 21 is one of the best-selling albums[image: External link] of all time. Critics hailed the album as a shift from the overtly sexual and musically bombastic status quo, and attributed its success to its deeply autobiographical yet universal songs.[5] Shortlisted for the 2011 Mercury Prize, 21 won the 2012 Grammy Award for Album of the Year and the Brit Award for British Album of the Year[image: External link].



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Writing and production
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 Early writing sessions




In April 2009, 20-year-old Adele, who had recently embarked on her first serious relationship with a man 10 years her senior,[6] began composing the follow-up to her 2008 debut album 19.[7] In response to the media's typecasting her as an "old soul" due to the vintage production and sentimental nature of her songs,[8] Adele decided on a more upbeat and contemporary second album.[7] However, studio sessions were generally unproductive and, after two weeks, yielded only one song recorded to the singer's satisfaction—the Jim Abbiss[image: External link]-produced "Take It All," a lovelorn piano ballad not unlike the songs on 19.[7][9] Disillusioned with lack of inspiration and the slow progress of the studio sessions, she cancelled the remaining recording session dates.[10]

Adele had written "Take It All" during a difficult moment in her relationship. When she played the song for her boyfriend, the two got into a bitter argument that culminated in the end of their 18-month relationship.[11] Heartbroken but musically stimulated, Adele channelled her rush of emotions into her music, crafting songs that examined her failed relationship from the perspectives of vengeful ex-lover, heartbroken victim, and nostalgic old flame.[12][13][14]
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 Sessions with Epworth, Smith, and Tedder




Writing for the album began shortly after Adele separated from her lover. Within a day of her break-up, she contacted producer Paul Epworth[image: External link], intent on capturing her emotion in a song: "We'd had a fuming argument the night before ... I'd been bubbling. Then I went into the studio and screamed."[7] Although she had initially planned on completing a ballad that she had begun writing with Epworth more than a year ago, the producer suggested that she aim for a more aggressive sound.[17][18] Together, they restructured the song and re-wrote lyrics to reflect Adele's recent experience, deciding on the title "Rolling in the Deep."[17] The instrumentation evolved organically—after trying out various jazz riffs, Adele attempted the first verse a cappella[image: External link], inspiring Epworth to improvise a melody on his acoustic guitar. A thumping drum beat was set to mimic her racing heartbeat.[17] In two days, a demo was recorded to be produced by Columbia Records co-president Rick Rubin[image: External link] later that year. However, Adele re-approached Epworth months later to complete production of the song.[19]

British producer Fraser T Smith[image: External link] recalled following a similar trajectory when he teamed up with Adele to compose the subsequent third single "Set Fire to the Rain" at his MyAudiotonic Studios in London.[19] After the two had created the demo, Adele revisited her co-writer to record the song with him, instead of the intended producer Rick Rubin. Smith thought Adele's first attempt superior to subsequent takes, and used the demo as the final production of the song, complete with live drum sounds and an elaborate strings section (arranged by British musician Rosie Danvers).[19][20]

With the demos to two songs recorded, Adele approached American musician and OneRepublic[image: External link] frontman Ryan Tedder, who was in London at the time for a radio show. Tedder had expressed interest in collaborating with the singer after they met at the 2009 Grammy Awards[image: External link] ceremony in February.[21] He arrived four hours early to their first studio session, buying time to better familiarise himself with some of her previous work.[19] Although unaware of Adele's personal predicament, he composed the opening piano sequence and first few lines to what became the lovelorn ballad "Turning Tables": "Close enough to start a war/All that I have is on the floor."[19] Coincidentally, it perfectly captured the experience of the singer, who arrived at the studio moments after another altercation with her former lover. Angry and unfocused, she denounced her ex-lover's tendency to "turn the tables" on her during their arguments, an expression that Tedder decided to reference in the song's lyrics.[21] Adele recorded the demo with Jim Abbiss the following day.

Adele and Tedder arranged a second meeting and reconvened at Serenity West Studios in Los Angeles weeks later to write and record "Rumour Has It." In an interview, Tedder recalled his astonishment at the singer's musicality and vocal prowess after she completed the main vocals to the song in 10 minutes: "She sang it once top to bottom, pitch perfect, she didn't miss a note. I looked at the engineer then at her and said, 'Adele I don't know what to tell you but I have never had anyone do that in ten years'."[19]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Sessions with Rubin, Wells, and Wilson




After working with Smith, Tedder, and Epworth, Adele travelled to the United States for the remainder of the album's production. At the suggestion of Columbia Records group president Ashley Newton, she met with songwriter Greg Wells[image: External link] at his studio in Culver City, Los Angeles, where they co-wrote the gospel-tinged ballad "One and Only."[22] The song evolved from a four-chord piano progression in a 6/8-metre[image: External link], which Wells had conceived before meeting with the singer.[19] The lyrics, aimed at the singer's new love interest, came together quickly and were later completed with Dan Wilson[image: External link], with whom she also composed "Someone like You."[22] In 2008, Adele's appearance on the NBC sketch comedy show Saturday Night Live caught the attention of producer Rick Rubin. In the initial stage of the album's production Rubin had signed on as its sole producer, and was scheduled to produce all of its songs.[23] The demos she had recorded with Epworth, Smith, and Tedder (including "Rolling in the Deep" and "Set Fire to the Rain") were subsequently rerecorded by Rubin when she met with him in his Shangri-La Studio in Malibu, California in April 2010.[9][17][24]

Rubin, notorious for his unorthodox production style, pushed the singer beyond her comfort zone, and despite being drawn to his unconventional methods, Adele described working with the producer as daunting.[13][25] Rubin had attended many of her shows throughout 2008–2009, and after a Hollywood Bowl[image: External link] performance, approached her to compliment her live sound. When they met in Malibu, he attempted to "capture her live show across on [her] record,"[17] assembling a team of musicians—including drummer Chris Dave, guitarist Matt Sweeney[image: External link], James Poyser[image: External link] on piano, and Pino Palladino[image: External link] on bass—to contribute live instrumentation to the recording sessions.[7][26] He also decided against the use of music samples[image: External link] and electronic instruments[image: External link].[25] An advocate of a more free-form approach to music-making, Rubin relied on the moods and feelings behind the music itself to guide the instrumental and melodic arrangement of the songs.[27] He isolated the singer in the studio and encouraged her, as well as his team of musicians, to approach the production process with more spontaneity and less restraint.[13][25] The singer even recalled moving the musicians and production team to tears while recording some of the songs.[28] In an interview, he commented on the nature of the recording sessions:


Her singing was so strong and heartbreaking in the studio, it was clear something very special was happening ... The musicians were inspired as they rarely get to play with the artist present, much less singing ... Today, most things are recorded as overdubs on track. This was truly an interactive moment where none of the musicians knew exactly what they were going to play and all were listening so, so, deeply and completely to figure out where they fitted in ... all of the playing was keying off the emotion on Adele's outrageous vocal performance.[19]



After recording the album with Rubin, Adele was dissatisfied with many of the songs.[24] Ultimately, she decided to scrap most work done in favour of the early takes she did with other producers, including Epworth and Tedder, in order for the music to reflect the raw emotion felt immediately after her break-up.[29] From her collaboration with Rubin, only five songs appeared on the album: "Don't You Remember," "He Won't Go," "I'll Be Waiting," "One and Only," as well as the U.S-only track "I Found a Boy." Weeks after her stint with Rubin, Adele learned of her ex-lover's recent engagement, inspiring the composition of the album's final track "Someone like You." Adele's record label was initially dissatisfied with the song's sparse production, which comprised Adele's voice alongside a sole piano, and requested that it be re-recorded with Rubin's band. However, the singer opted to keep the arrangement, stating that the song was personal to her and that she wrote it to "free herself."[30]
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 Titling





"[21]'s different from 19, it's about the same things but in a different light. I deal with things differently now. I'm more patient ... more forgiving and more aware of my own flaws ... Something that comes with age I think. So fittingly this record is called 21 ... Like a photo album you see [my] progression and change ... throughout the years. I tried to think of other album titles but couldn't come up with anything that represented the album properly."-- Adele, on her meaning behind the title.[31]



Adele first intended to title the album Rolling in the Deep,[32] her adaptation of the slang phrase[image: External link] "roll deep," which summarises how she felt about her relationship; in her loose translation, the phrase refers to having someone "that has your back" and always supports you.[33] However, the singer later deemed the title too confusing for some of her audiences.[32] Although she had wanted to avoid the number motif of her debut, Adele considered "21" the most fitting title as it represented her age at the time of the album's composition, serving as an autobiographical period piece[image: External link], and symbolised the personal maturity and artistic evolution since her debut.[31][32]
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 Music and influence




21 bears influences of Adele's extended exposure to the music of the Southern United States[image: External link] during the North American leg of her 2008–2009 tour An Evening with Adele.[26][34][35] Frequent smoke breaks with her tour bus driver,[23] a Nashville, Tennessee[image: External link] native, resulted in her introduction to bluegrass[image: External link] and rockabilly[image: External link],[23] and the music of Garth Brooks,[23] Wanda Jackson[image: External link], Alison Krauss,[26] Lady Antebellum, Dolly Parton[image: External link] and Rascal Flatts[image: External link].[36] Adele developed an appreciation for the country genre, praising what she described as the immediacy of the themes and the straightforward narrative structure of many of the songs she listened to;[35] she also expressed her enthusiasm at simply learning a new style of music. Although influenced by Adele's interest in country music at the time, 21 remains faithful to the Motown[image: External link] influences of 19 and exhibits both gospel[image: External link] and soul music inflections.[36][37][38] Instruments such as the saxophone, harp, banjo and the accordion contributed to its exploration of blues and soul.[34][38][not in citation given[image: External link]] The singer drew from the music of Mary J. Blige, Kanye West, Elbow[image: External link], Mos Def[image: External link], Alanis Morissette, Tom Waits[image: External link], and Sinéad O'Connor[image: External link] in the cultivation of the album's sound, and credited Yvonne Fair[image: External link], Andrew Bird[image: External link], Neko Case[image: External link], and The Steel Drivers[image: External link] with its musical direction.[31]

Adele's style on 21 is generally characterised by critics as soul,[8] although some suggest that the album eschews any distinct stylistic epithet.[39] John Murphy of musicOMH[image: External link] characterises the album as British soul[image: External link].[40] Jon Caramanica of The New York Times[image: External link] wrote that the album's music is a part of a recent British soul revival that "summoned styles dating back to Motown girl groups and Dusty Springfield."[41] Ryan Reed of Paste calls Adele a "British alt-soul prodigy" and the album's music "the stuff of sensual modern pop-noir landscape, heavy on retro textures and relationship drama."[42] Danyel Smith[image: External link] of Billboard views that Adele's music exhibits influences from Northern soul[image: External link], Aretha Franklin[image: External link], Sade, and Bette Midler.[8][43]

Larry Flick of SiriusXM[image: External link] called 21 "a pop record with soul leanings," while The Washington Post[image: External link]'s Allion Stewart commented on the album's eclectic nature: "Everything on [21] is precisely calibrated to transcend genres, to withstand trends ... It's slightly angled toward country, even more toward R&B," and "informed, but never overwhelmed, by roots music[image: External link]."[39] Mike Spies of Slate[image: External link] argues that soul music is inextricably linked to the political, historical, and cultural experience of African Americans, and that Adele and her contemporaries, far removed from this socio-cultural milieu, can offer only a mere duplicate of actual "soul," despite a capacity to convincingly channel the sound.[44]
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 Songs




The sequence of the tracks on the deeply autobiographical album correlate to the range of emotions Adele experienced after the break-up, progressing from themes of anger and bitterness, to feelings of loneliness, heartbreak and regret, and finally acceptance.[12][14] The revenge song "Rolling in the Deep," a "dark, bluesy, gospel, disco tune" in the singer's own words, was written as a "fuck you" to her ex-lover after his disparaging remarks that she was weak and that her life without him would be "boring and lonely and rubbish."[15][16] Opening with an understated acoustic guitar strum, the song's first lines set the foreboding tone of the album.[45] Pounding martial beats, shuffling percussion, and piano[37] coalesce into a dramatic, multilayered chorus[45] over which "Adele's voice ranges, dramatizing her search for just the right tone and words to express her dismay that a man would dare break her heart."[38] The first single from 21, "Rolling in the Deep" is one of the more apparent influences of the bluesy Americana music[image: External link] that framed the album's sound.[46]

"Rumour Has It," the singer's tongue-in-cheek retort to the hurtful gossip that surrounded her break-up, was aimed at her own friends for their part in spreading these rumours.[47][48] Fusing elements of doo-wop[image: External link] and Tin Pan Alley[image: External link] blues,[49] the percussion-driven song is built on girl-group harmonies, piano chords, pounding kick drum[image: External link] and handclaps,[47][50] and finds the singer "channeling a '40s, piano-vixen lounge singer."[51] Jon Caramanica of The New York Times[image: External link] pointed out the song's "hollow counterpoint vocals" and slow, "daringly morbid" bridge that veers from the pounding rhythm before once again acceding to it.[52] In the studio, Tedder experimented with a riff[image: External link] inspired by Radiohead[image: External link]'s "I Might Be Wrong[image: External link]," crediting the song's drop D tuning[image: External link] and American blues vibe as impetus for "Rumour Has It."[19] In "Turning Tables," a song of domestic dispute,[53] its narrator assumes a defensive stance against a manipulative ex-lover. Reconciling herself with the termination of a contentious relationship, she vows emotional distance to shield herself from future heartbreak. Bryan Boyd of The Irish Times[image: External link] likened the singer to 1980s Welsh rocker Bonnie Tyler[image: External link] in delivering the vocals with a mixture of anger, pain and pathos.[42][54] According to Paste magazine, cinematic strings "serve as fitting counterpoint to [the song's] heartbroken, hollowed-out lyrics."[42]

The Rick Rubin-produced fourth track "Don't You Remember," co-written by Adele and Dan Wilson, marks a shift in the album's theme, from anger and defensiveness to reflection and heartbreak. A downtempo country music-styled ballad,[13][15] the song was added late to the production of the album after the singer grew ashamed of her continued negative portrayal of her ex-lover throughout the album.[35][55] Its lyrics entreat a past lover to remember the happier moments at the beginning of a now broken relationship.[35] In "Set Fire to the Rain" the singer delineates the conflicting stages of a troubled union and wrestles with her inability to fully let go.[56] Accentuated by ornate orchestral flourishes, swirling strings, crescendos[image: External link],[37] and dramatic vocal effects towards its climactic end,[34] the song stands in stark contrast to the otherwise understated production of the album, and in reviews, was characterised by critics as a pop rock[image: External link] power ballad[image: External link].[37] To achieve a fuller sound, producer Fraser T Smith incorporated the popular "wall of sound[image: External link]" reverberative technique in framing the song's dense instrumentation.[34][57]

"Take It All," the seventh track, written and recorded with Francis "Eg" White[image: External link] and Jim Abbiss before the breakdown of Adele's relationship, is a piano and vocal ballad that borrows heavily from pop, soul and gospel.[9][58][59] In his review of 21, Allmusic[image: External link]'s Matt Collar called the song the album's centrepiece, "an instant-classic" in the same vein as "And I Am Telling You I'm Not Going[image: External link]," and "All by Myself[image: External link]," and a "cathartic moment for fans who identify with their idol's Pyrrhic lovelorn persona."[58] The track precedes "I'll Be Waiting," the second of two songs produced by Epworth, which diverges from the scathing "Rolling in the Deep" in its optimistic tone and brisk, lilted melody.[50] A protagonist's mea culpa[image: External link] for a relationship gone wrong, she declares to wait patiently for her lover's inevitable return.[60][61] The song was compared to the work of Aretha Franklin[image: External link] for its "huge vocal sound on the chorus, rolling piano and boxy snare,"[62] while Tom Townshend of MSN Music[image: External link] described its brass section[image: External link] as a Rolling Stones[image: External link]-esque "barroom gospel."[63]

Although the album predominantly explores the singer's failed relationship, not all songs were geared towards her ex-lover. "He Won't Go," a nod to hip hop[image: External link] and contemporary R&B,[49] was a tribute to a friend who battled heroin addiction.[13] The ninth track "One and Only," noted for its gospel-tinged vocals, organ, and choir,[62] was directed at a close friend for whom Adele shared romantic feelings.[64] And "Lovesong" was dedicated to Adele's mother and friends, in whom she found solace when she grew homesick and lonely while recording in Malibu.[28]

The album closes with the "heartbreak adagio[image: External link]"[65] "Someone like You," a soft piano ballad that pairs Adele's vocals with a looping piano melody. In interviews, the singer described it as the summation of her attitude towards her ex-lover by the end of the album's production.[66] The song's lyrics describe a protagonist's attempt at dealing with her heartbreak after she learns of her ex-lover's recent marriage and happy new life.[66] Sean Fennessey of The Village Voice[image: External link] praised the singer's nuanced vocal performance in the song, which ascends "into a near-shrieked whisper" during parts of the chorus, after which she once again regains composure.[67] One of the more commended songs on the album, "Someone like You" was praised for its lyrical depth and understated simplicity.[15][65]
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 Release and promotion




For the North American release of 21 on 22 February, Columbia Records executives used the "'long tail[image: External link]' sales theory"[68] to shape its marketing campaign, which, according to Columbia senior VP of marketing Scott Greer, entailed "building a critical mass throughout February in order to reach all those people who bought 19."[68] Key to this was the record company approaching internet and media partners Vevo, AOL[image: External link] and VH1 to begin promoting Adele's old and new songs.[68] In the months leading up to the European release of 21, Adele embarked on a promotional tour across Europe, performing on the UK's Royal Variety Performance[image: External link] on 9 December 2010, the finale of reality singing competition The Voice of Holland[image: External link] on 21 January 2011, and on BBC Radio 1[image: External link]'s Live Lounge[image: External link] on six days later. On 24 January 2011, during the week of the album's UK release, she performed an acoustic set of selected songs from 21 at London's Tabernacle[image: External link] music hall, which was screened live on her personal website. Adele performed "Someone like You" at the 2011 BRIT Awards[image: External link] ceremony, which was well received and resulted in a sales increase for both 19 and 21.[68]

From September to October 2010, Adele embarked on a mini-promotional tour of the US, which included stops in New York and Minneapolis, as well as an exclusive appearance at the famous Club Largo[image: External link] in Los Angeles.[69] Although she did not use Twitter at the time, Columbia created an account that redirected followers to the singer's personal blog.[68] Throughout February, Adele's personal site hosted a "21 Days of Adele"[68] promotion, which featured exclusive daily content, including a live chat and a video of the singer explaining the inspiration for each album track.[68] The week of release was also accompanied by a spate of television appearances on many American daytime and late-night talk shows, such as the Today Show[image: External link] on 18 February, Late Show with David Letterman[image: External link] on 21 February,[70] and The Ellen DeGeneres Show[image: External link] and Jimmy Kimmel Live![image: External link] on 24 February.[35][68] Adele performed "Someone like You" at the 2011 MTV Video Music Awards ceremony.

Adele embarked on her second concert tour Adele: Live in support of 21, scheduling more than 60 shows across Europe and North America. The shows received positive reviews, many of which noted the show's understated nature, the singer's vocal performance and her accessible persona.[71] However, recurring health and vocal problems led to numerous alterations to the tour itinerary. The cancellation of the North American leg of the tour was due to a vocal haemorrhage[image: External link] on her vocal cords.[72] The singer underwent corrective vocal surgery in November 2011 and cancelled all public appearances until February 2012. Adele performed "Rolling in the Deep" at the 2011 ECHO Awards[image: External link], 2012 Grammy Awards[image: External link] and 2012 BRIT Awards[image: External link] ceremonies.

21 yielded five singles in total, including four worldwide releases. The lead single "Rolling in the Deep" was released in November 2010, and peaked the charts in the Netherlands,[73] Germany,[74] Belgium,[75] Italy, and Switzerland.[76] It became a top-ten hit in Austria, Canada, Denmark, Ireland, New Zealand,[77] and Norway. Released in the UK on 16 January 2011, it peaked at number two.[78] In the US, the song became "the most widely crossed over song of the past twenty-five years,"[79][80] appearing on a record 12 different Billboard charts (including the Rock Songs[image: External link] chart, R&B/Hip-Hop Songs[image: External link], and Hot Latin Songs[image: External link] charts).[79][81] The song spent seven consecutive weeks at the top of the Hot 100,[81][82] and was ranked the top song and the best-selling song of the year.[83][84][85]

"Someone like You" debuted at number 36 on the UK Singles Chart[image: External link] due to strong digital sales, and after falling to number 47, it ascended to number one when the singer performed it at the 2011 BRIT Awards[image: External link].[86][87] It peaked at number one in Australia,[88] New Zealand,[77] Italy, Finland, France, Switzerland,[76] and the US. "Set Fire to the Rain,"[89] the third single, topped the singles chart in the US, the Netherlands[90] and Belgium (Flanders),[91] and reached the top five in Switzerland,[76] Italy[92] and Austria. "Rumour Has It" was confirmed as the fourth and final official US single from the album by Ryan Tedder at the Grammy Awards in 2012, and was released 1 March 2012.[93] In some countries, "Turning Tables" was released as the fourth single. It was the fifth single to be released to US mainstream stations, although it received limited airplay due to an unofficial release. Even though "I'll Be Waiting" was never released as a single, it charted at No. 29 on the US Triple A[image: External link] chart.[94]
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 Critical reception




At Metacritic[image: External link], which assigns a normalised[image: External link] rating out of 100 to reviews from mainstream publications, the album received an average[image: External link] score of 76, based on 34 reviews.[96] In the Chicago Tribune[image: External link], Greg Kot[image: External link] deemed the music an improvement over 19, writing that "21 beefs up the rhythmic drive and the drama of the arrangements."[106] Simon Harper of Clash[image: External link] wrote, "[In] two years ... she's clearly seen the world. Where 19 marked the turbulent swan song to a teenage life, 21 introduces the realities of adult life, where grown-up responsibilities collide with heartache and emotional scars run deep."[107] John Murphy of MusicOMH[image: External link] said that it shared the themes of "pain, sadness and anger" explored on Amy Winehouse's Back to Black (2006), while hailing 21 as "one of the great 'break-up' albums, and the first truly impressive record of 2011."[40] Sputnikmusic[image: External link]'s Joseph Viney stated that 21 combined the "best bits of Aretha Franklin's old-school soul with Lauryn Hill's sass and sense of cynical modern femininity[image: External link]."[108] Sean Fennessey from The Village Voice[image: External link] wrote that the album "has a diva's stride and a diva's purpose. With a touch of sass and lots of grandeur, it's an often magical thing that insists on its importance ... the line here between melodrama and pathos is wafer-thin, and Adele toes it deftly. It's what separates her from her contemporaries in the mid-'00s wave of British white-girl r&b-dom."[67] Q[image: External link] commented that, despite a "slightly scattershot quality ... greatness is tantalizingly within reach."[102] In The New York Times[image: External link], Jon Pareles applauded the singer's emotive timbre, comparing her to Dusty Springfield, Petula Clark[image: External link], and Annie Lennox: "[Adele] can seethe, sob, rasp, swoop, lilt and belt, in ways that draw more attention to the song than to the singer."[109] Ryan Reed of Paste regarded her voice as "a raspy, aged-beyond-its-years thing of full-blooded beauty,"[42] while MSN Music[image: External link]'s Tom Townshend declared her "the finest singer of [our] generation."[63]

Matthew Cole from Slant Magazine[image: External link] was less impressed, believing Adele's vocals masked the "blandness" of many of the songs, a fault that he said would have been more apparent had they been performed by a lesser talent.[49] Allison Stewart of The Washington Post claimed that many tracks were remarkable "only because Adele is singing them."[39] Robert Christgau[image: External link] gave the album a two-star honourable mention in his consumer guide for MSN Music, writing that "part of me likes how many albums this proud white-soul normal has sold, but the part that likes fast ones wins."[110][111]
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 Commercial performance




21 debuted at number one on the UK Albums Chart[image: External link] on 30 January 2011 with first-week sales of 208,000 copies.[112] While in its fourth consecutive week at number one, Adele performed "Someone like You" at the 2011 BRIT Awards[image: External link], resulting in a sales surge of 890 percent on Amazon.co.uk within an hour of the show's broadcast.[113] 19 climbed to number four on the UK Albums Chart, while on the singles chart, "Someone like You" leaped from 47 to number one, and "Rolling in the Deep" climbed from five to four. Adele became the first living act since The Beatles in 1964 to have two UK top five albums and singles simultaneously.[114] A week later, 19 rose to number 2 in its 102nd week of release, this made Adele the first act to occupy the chart's top two spots since The Corrs[image: External link] in 1999.[115][116] 21 achieved separate consecutive number-one spells during its 2011 chart run on the UK Albums Chart, claiming the top spot for 11 straight weeks between February and April 2011, then for five consecutive weeks between April and June,[117] and then for another two weeks in July 2011.[117] In January 2012, a year after its release, the album reclaimed the top spot of the charts, and on 15 April 2012 it returned once again to the top. It amassed 23 weeks at number one to date.[118] Midway through 2012, 21 was the best-selling album of the year despite being released in early 2011.[119] In December 2012, 21 overtook Oasis[image: External link]' (What's the Story) Morning Glory?[image: External link] to become the fourth best-selling album of all time in the UK.[120] By December 2012, 21 had spent 101 weeks in the UK Albums Chart Top 75, including 95 weeks in the Top 40, 76 weeks in the Top 10 and 23 weeks at number one. It has sold over 5 million copies as of January 2017, making the biggest selling album since 2000 in the UK, and fourth biggest seller of all time there.[121]

Globally, 21 is the best-selling album of the past decade according to the International Federation of the Phonographic Industry,[122] and topped the charts in more than 30 countries.[123][124] In July 2012, the album was certified decuple platinum by the International Federation of the Phonographic Industry, denoting sales of ten million copies across Europe, making it the highest-certified album in Europe since the IFPI Platinum Europe award was launched in 1996.[125] The album spent 38 nonconsecutive weeks at the top of the Belgian Albums Chart[image: External link] (Flanders).[75] It led the Switzerland Schweizer Hitparade[image: External link] Top 100 Albums chart for 14 weeks,[76] and the French Chart for 18 weeks.[126] In the Netherlands, 21 debuted at number one on 29 January 2011, and topped the chart for 30 weeks. It has remained in the top 10 as of February 2012.[127] In Germany, it led the chart for eight weeks.[128] The album lodged 35 weeks atop the Irish Albums Chart[image: External link],[129] the longest in the chart's history,[130] and sold over 270,000 copies.[129] Charting 124 weeks in Finland[image: External link] from early 2011 to summer of 2013 (with 11 weeks atop) and re-entering in early 2014, 21 became the second-longest-charting album of all time in the country behind Keskiviikko... 40 ensimmäistä hittiä by Leevi and the Leavings[image: External link].[131][132][133] It became the fifth-best selling album of 2011 and 2012 in Finland, with quadruple-platinum sales to date (83,000 copies).[134][135][136]

21 spent 32 weeks at number-one on the Australian ARIA Top 50 Albums Chart[image: External link], 10 of which were consecutive. Adele also replicated her UK chart record when she achieved two titles in the top five of the ARIA Album and Singles chart simultaneously: in the week ending 17 July 2011, "Someone like You" and "Rolling in the Deep" occupied positions one and four respectively on the Singles Chart, while 21 and 19 held at number one and three on the Albums Charts.[137] In December 2012, it was announced that 21 was nearing sales of one million in Australia. This makes 21 only the seventh album to ever achieve this feat in Australia and the first to do so since Delta Goodrem[image: External link]'s Innocent Eyes[image: External link].[138] On the New Zealand RIANZ[image: External link] Albums Chart, 21 debuted at number-one in January 2011, and spent 28 weeks at the summit in 2011.[139][140] It reclaimed the top of the chart in January 2012, and spent the anniversary of its release at number one.[77] Except for a single week at number six on the week ending 21 November 2011, the album remained in the top five for 70 consecutive weeks. Its 38 accumulated weeks at the top is the longest in New Zealand chart history.[77]

Released 22 February in the US, 21 debuted at number one on the Billboard 200 with first-week sales of 352,000 copies.[141][142] The album remained in the top three for its first 24 weeks,[143] the top five for a record 39 consecutive weeks, and the top 10 for a total of 84 weeks, That staggering sum ties the album with Bruce Springsteen’s Born in the U.S.A. for the second-most weeks in the region.[144][145][146] 21 became the best-selling digital album of all time in the US, selling 6 million copies by January 2012.[147][148][149] On 17 May 2012, 21 became the 29th album since 1991 to sell over 9 million copies in the United States and became the first album in the United States to sell that amount since Usher's Confessions reached sales of 9 million in 2005.[150] By November 2012, it has sold 10 million copies, a feat achieved in 92 weeks, making it the fastest album to sell 10 million since 'N Sync[image: External link]'s No Strings Attached[image: External link] in 2001.[151][152] In February 2015, it was announced that the album had spent 208 straight weeks, or four years, on the Billboard 200 chart, spending only 24 of those weeks outside the Top 100.[153] As of February 2016, 21 has sold 11.7 million copies in the United States, becoming the tenth largest-selling album since Nielsen Music started tracking sales in 1991.[154] The album's performance on the Billboard 200 chart earned 21 the distinction of all-time number one album on the chart, according to a summary performed by Billboard in November 2015.[2] In Spring 2017, the album broke the record for the longest-charting album by a female artist on the Billboard 200, surpassing Tapestry by Carole King.[155] In Canada, 21 spent 28 weeks at number one, and was certified diamond in January 2012 by Music Canada[image: External link] for shipment of 800,000 copies of the album.[156][157] 21 had sold over 1.489 million copies by January 2013, making it the third best-selling album in Canada, since Nielsen SoundScan started tracking sales.[158]
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 Accolades




Main article: List of awards and nominations received by Adele


The album was nominated for the 2011 Barclaycard Mercury Prize[image: External link].[159] In November 2011, Adele won three American Music Awards[image: External link] including Favorite Pop/Rock Album[image: External link] for 21.[160] Adele has seven Grammys for 21, in February 2012 she won the Grammy Awards for Album of the Year and Best Pop Vocal Album for 21, Record of the Year, Song of the Year and Best Short Form Music Video[image: External link] for "Rolling in the Deep," and Best Pop Solo Performance for "Someone like You."[161] Her producer, Paul Epworth[image: External link] won Producer of the Year, Non-Classical[image: External link]. In February 2013, a live rendition of the album's third single "Set Fire to the Rain," included on Live at the Royal Albert Hall, won the Grammy Award for Best Pop Solo Performance. On 21 February 2012, 21 won the British MasterCard Album of the Year at the 2012 BRIT Awards[image: External link].[162] It also won the 2012 Juno Award[image: External link] for International Album of the Year[image: External link].[163]

21 appeared on many year-end best-of lists. The album was ranked the best album of the year by the Associated Press,[164] The Austin Chronicle[image: External link], Entertainment Weekly,[165] Star Tribune[image: External link],[166] Digital Spy,[167] MSN Music,[168] New York Daily News[image: External link],[169] Rolling Stone,[170] TIME magazine,[171] and editors of USA Today.[172] Critics at Billboard voted the album number-one of the year,[173] while Scottish newspaper the Daily Record[image: External link],[174] editors of Amazon[image: External link][175] and the editors at Rhapsody[image: External link][176] also ranked the album at number one. The album appeared in the runner-up spot on MTV's list of the Best Albums of 2011[177] as well as lists produced by The Boston Globe[image: External link],[178] The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link][179] and Toronto Sun[image: External link].[180] It placed within the top 10 on lists produced by American Songwriter[image: External link],[181] Q[image: External link],[182] Los Angeles Times,[183] Clash,[184] and The Washington Post.[185] "Rolling in the Deep" consistently placed high on various year-end critics' list, and was ranked the best song of the year in The Village Voice's Pazz and Jop[image: External link] mass critics' poll.[186] In 2012, Rolling Stone ranked the album number six on its list of Women Who Rock: The 50 Greatest Albums of All Time.[187] As of January 2015, Billboard named 21 as the third best album of the 2010s (so far).[188] The album was also included in the book 1001 Albums You Must Hear Before You Die[image: External link].[189]
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 Impact and response




The album's success has been attributed to its cross-cultural appeal,[145][191] which has catered to fans of various genres of pop, adult contemporary and R&B,[145] as well as various generations and musical timelines.[192][193] According to Sasha Frere-Jones[image: External link] of The New Yorker[image: External link] the album's success in the US can be attributed to its target audience—that is, "middle-aged moms ... the demographic that decides American elections."[194] Critics also suggest that the album's understated musical production and relative lack of artifice are striking deviations from the "bombastic theatrics" of the mainstream music industry.[193][195] Ethan Smith of The Wall Street Journal[image: External link] found that Adele's "deliberately unflashy" nature, full figure, and "everywoman" appeal gave her a lucrative niche in the market,[36][196] while her tendency to emphasise "substance over style" made her the "Anti-Lady Gaga."[36] Guy Adams of The Independent argued that 21's success signals the re-emergence of the more traditional approach to commercial success:


There are two approaches to the business of being noticed by today's record-buying public. The first ... revolves around oodles of hype and ever-more preposterous wardrobe selections. The second ... requires ... the confidence to let your music do the talking... Amazingly, given preconceived notions about America's supposed preference for style over substance, it is the second of these two sales techniques which appears to be working better.[196]



With the release of 21, critics began to tout Adele as the new torchbearer for the British soul music that ascended to the American mainstream via Duffy[image: External link], Joss Stone[image: External link], Amy Winehouse and Lily Allen. Although the initial popularity of these artists in the early 2000s incited the media to declare a "new wave of British invasion[image: External link],"[197] Joseph Viney of Sputnikmusic[image: External link] saw their subsequent absence as an opportunity for Adele to "stake her claim as the UK's leading solo female artist."[108] John Murphy of MusicOMH declared the album "a timely reminder that British soul hasn't lost its mojo."[40] Indie label XL Recordings founder Richard Russell[image: External link] discussed what be believed to be the quasi-subversiveness of 21's chart dominance. Characterising the success of 21 as "almost political and sort of radical,"[198] Russell stated that the lack of gimmicks in Adele's music undermined the widespread perception that female performers have to conform to specific body-types, or imbue their music with gratuitous sexual imagery, in order attain success.[198]
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 Legacy




In September 2011, Adele claimed Guinness World Records[image: External link] for becoming the first female artist to have two singles and two albums in the UK top five simultaneously. 21 also became the first album in UK chart history to reach sales of three million copies in a calendar year, and set records for the most consecutive weeks with a UK number-one album (solo female) with 11 weeks (overtaking Madonna's 1990 compilation The Immaculate Collection[image: External link][123]), and the most cumulative weeks at number one (solo female) in the UK.[199][200] It sold 4 million copies by February 2012 and by March, it had been certified 16-times platinum by the British Phonographic Industry for shipments of 4,500,000 units, the highest ever certified album in the UK.[118][201] It is also the most downloaded album in UK history,[202] the biggest-selling album of the 21st century in the UK,[203] and the 4th best selling album in the UK of all time.[204][205] Sales of 21 helped increase XL Recordings', Adele's record label, bank balance from £3million to £32million in the space of 12 months.[206] In late November 2012, 21 fell out of the Top 40 of the UK Albums Chart[image: External link] for the first time since its release in January 2011.[207]

With 21, Adele became the first female to have three singles simultaneously in the top 10 of the Billboard Hot 100 as a solo artist.[208] In the week ending 23 February 2012, she also became the first female artist to place two titles in the top five of both the Billboard 200 and Hot 100 concurrently, with 21 and 19 occupying number one and number four on the Billboard 200 respectively, and "Set Fire to the Rain" and "Rolling in the Deep" at number two and five respectively.[208] On 14 June 2012, 21 scored its 24th week atop the US album charts, the longest since Prince[image: External link]'s Purple Rain[image: External link] finished a non-consecutive 24-week run in 1985. The album is also the longest-running number-one by a UK studio album (excluding soundtracks and group acts),[209] the longest-running number-one album by a female solo artist ever in the US,[210] and the longest-running number-one in the SoundScan era.[148][210] The album also spent 24 non-consecutive weeks at number 2.[211]

21 is credited with saving the first quarter album sales of 2012 in the United States. Without 21, the first quarter of 2012 would have been down 3.4% compared to the first quarter of 2011. 21 sold more copies in the first quarter of 2012 than any album since 2005 and is the oldest album to be the best-selling album in the first quarter of the year since No Doubt[image: External link]'s Tragic Kingdom[image: External link] in 1997. On 28 November 2012, the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) certified it Diamond[image: External link] after having sold more than 10 million copies in the United States alone; it is the first album released in the 2010s to achieve Diamond certification.[212] In December 2012, it was announced that 21 was the best-selling album on iTunes[image: External link] for two years in a row.[213]

21 was the best-selling album of both 2011 and 2012 in the United States and Canada despite being over a year old.[214][215][216][217] It is the first album to be the best-selling album two years in a row since Michael Jackson's Thriller was the best-selling album of 1983 and 1984. Despite being over a year old, 21 sold more copies in 2012 than the best-selling albums of 2006 through 2010 sold in their respective years. It is also one of only four albums in the Nielsen SoundScan era to sell over 4 million copies in each of two calendar years. Due to these successes, Billboard declared Adele the Artist of the Year for the second year in a row, making her the first artist to receive the honour twice.[218][219][220] In February 2013, it was announced that 21 had spent two full years on the Billboard 200, never charting lower than number 35 on the chart. This makes 21 the best-selling album of the past 10 years and the fifth best-selling album released since January 2000.[221] In March 2013, after Adele won an Academy Award for "Skyfall," the album reentered the Top 10 of the Billboard 200. This marked the album's 81st week in the Top 10. Only two other albums have spent as much time in the Top 10: Born in the U.S.A. and The Sound of Music[image: External link].[222] In November 2013, it was announced that 21 had become the first album to sell three million digital copies in the United States and that the album is the 13th best-selling overall in the United States since Nielsen SoundScan began tracking sales in 1991.[223]
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 Track listing






	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Rolling in the Deep"
	


	Adele Adkins

	Paul Epworth[image: External link]






	Epworth
	3:49



	2.
	"Rumour Has It"
	


	Adkins

	Ryan Tedder






	Tedder
	3:43



	3.
	"Turning Tables"
	


	Adkins

	Tedder






	Jim Abbiss[image: External link]
	4:10



	4.
	"Don't You Remember"
	


	Adkins

	Dan Wilson[image: External link]






	Rick Rubin[image: External link]
	4:03



	5.
	"Set Fire to the Rain"
	


	Adkins

	Fraser T. Smith[image: External link]






	Smith
	4:01



	6.
	"He Won't Go"
	


	Adkins

	Epworth






	Rubin
	4:37



	7.
	"Take It All"
	


	Adkins

	Francis White[image: External link]






	Abbiss
	3:48



	8.
	"I'll Be Waiting"
	


	Adkins

	Epworth






	Epworth
	4:01



	9.
	"One and Only"
	


	Adkins

	Wilson

	Greg Wells[image: External link]






	Rubin
	5:48



	10.
	" Lovesong[image: External link]"
	


	Robert Smith[image: External link]

	Laurence Tolhurst[image: External link]

	Simon Gallup[image: External link]

	Boris Williams[image: External link]

	Pearl Thompson[image: External link]

	Roger O'Donnell[image: External link]






	Rubin
	5:16



	11.
	"Someone like You"
	


	Adkins

	Wilson






	


	Wilson

	Adkins






	4:47



	Total length:
	48:03






	iTunes bonus track[224]



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	12.
	"I Found a Boy"
	Adkins
	Rubin
	3:37



	Total length:
	51:40






	iTunes pre-order bonus track[225]



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	12.
	"Rolling in the Deep" (live acoustic[image: External link])
	


	Adkins

	Epworth






	Epworth
	4:07



	Total length:
	52:10






	UK, Poland and Bulgaria limited edition bonus tracks[226]



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	12.
	"If It Hadn't Been for Love"
	


	Mike Henderson[image: External link]

	Chris Stapleton[image: External link]






	Rodaidh McDonald
	3:08



	13.
	"Hiding My Heart"
	Tim Hanseroth
	McDonald
	3:28



	Total length:
	54:39






	Japanese edition bonus tracks[227]



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	12.
	"I Found a Boy"
	Adkins
	Rubin
	3:37



	13.
	"Turning Tables" (live acoustic)
	


	Adkins

	Tedder






	Abbiss
	4:20



	14.
	"Don't You Remember" (live acoustic)
	


	Adkins

	Wilson






	Rubin
	4:18



	15.
	"Someone like You" (live acoustic)
	


	Adkins

	Wilson






	


	Wilson

	Adkins






	5:14



	Total length:
	65:32






	Deluxe edition bonus disc[68]



	No.
	Title
	Lyrics
	Producer(s)
	Length



	12.
	"Need You Now" (featuring Darius Rucker) (live at CMT Artists of the Year Awards)
	


	Dave Haywood

	Charles Kelley

	Hillary Scott

	Josh Kear






	 
	3:55



	13.
	"Someone like You" (live acoustic)
	


	Adkins

	Wilson






	


	Wilson

	Adkins






	5:14



	14.
	"Turning Tables" (live acoustic)
	


	Adkins

	Tedder






	Abbiss
	4:20



	15.
	"Don't You Remember" (live acoustic)
	


	Adkins

	Wilson






	Rubin
	4:18



	Total length:
	65:50
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 Personnel




Adapted from AllMusic[image: External link] and 21's liner notes[image: External link].[228]

Production



	
Jim Abbiss[image: External link] – mixing[image: External link], producer

	
Adele – design, producer

	Philip Allen – engineer[image: External link]


	Beatriz Artola – engineer

	Phillip Broussard Jr. – assistant

	Lindsay Chase – production co-ordination

	AJ Clark – assistant

	
Tom Coyne – mastering[image: External link]


	Ian Dowling – mixing

	Lauren Dukoff – photography

	Tom Elmhirst – mixing

	
Paul Epworth[image: External link] – producer

	
Greg Fidelman[image: External link] – engineer

	
Fraser T Smith[image: External link] – mixing, producer

	Sara Lyn Killion – assistant

	Phil Lee – design

	
Dana Nielsen[image: External link] – editing[image: External link], Pro Tools[image: External link]


	Dan Parry – assistant, vocal engineer

	Steve Price – strings engineer

	
Mark Rankin – engineer

	Andrew Scheps – mixing

	Isabel Seeliger-Morley – assistant engineer

	
Ryan Tedder – engineer, arranger, producer, programming[image: External link], string arrangements, strings[image: External link]


	
Dan Wilson[image: External link] – producer





Music



	
Adele Adkins – lead vocals

	Jo Allen – violin

	Stephanie Bennett – harp[image: External link]


	Jerrod Bettis – drums, acoustic guitar[image: External link]


	Rachel Stephanie Bolt – strings

	Natalie Bonner – violin

	Harry Brown – horn[image: External link] arrangements, trombone[image: External link]


	
David Campbell[image: External link] – string arrangements

	Ray Carless – tenor saxophone[image: External link]


	Carmen Carter – choir[image: External link], chorus

	
Lenny Castro[image: External link] – percussion

	
Neil Cowley[image: External link] – piano

	Caroline Dale – strings

	David Daniels – strings

	Rosie Danvers – string arrangements, violin

	
Chris Dave[image: External link] – drums

	Chris Elliot – string arrangements

	
Paul Epworth[image: External link] – bass, acoustic guitar, electric guitar, percussion, background vocals

	
Fraser T Smith[image: External link] – bass guitar, piano

	Jim Gilstrap – choir, chorus

	David Hidalgo – accordion[image: External link], banjo[image: External link]


	Smokey Hormel – guitar

	Patrick Kiernan – strings

	Boguslaw Kostecki – strings

	Peter Lale – strings

	Noel Langley – trumpet

	Chris Laurence – strings

	Julian Leaper – strings

	Rita Manning – strings

	Eleanor Mathieson – violin

	Stephen Morris – strings

	
Pino Palladino[image: External link] – bass

	Tom Pigott-Smith – strings

	Ruston Pomeroy – violin

	Hayley Pomfrett – violin

	Josef Powell – choir, chorus

	
James Poyser[image: External link] – piano

	
Rick Rubin[image: External link] – producer

	Jenny Sacha – violin

	Kotono Sato – violin

	Jackie Shave – strings

	Emlyn Singleton – strings

	Ash Soan – drums

	
Matt Sweeney[image: External link] – guitar

	
Leo Taylor[image: External link] – drums

	
Ryan Tedder – bass, drums, electric guitar, Hammond B3[image: External link], piano

	Ben Thomas – acoustic guitar, electric guitar

	Cathy Thompson – strings

	Julia Tillman Waters – choir, chorus

	Carmen Twillie – choir, chorus

	Lorna Maxine Waters – choir, chorus

	Oren Waters – choir director

	Bruce White – strings

	
Dan Wilson[image: External link] – piano

	The Wired Strings – strings

	Chris Worsey – strings

	Terry Young – choir, chorus

	Warren Zielinski – strings
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (2011–12)
	Peak

position



	Argentine Albums ( CAPIF[image: External link])[229]

	1



	Australian Albums (ARIA)[230]

	1



	Belgian Albums ( Ultratop[image: External link] Flanders)[231]

	1



	Belgian Albums ( Ultratop[image: External link] Wallonia)[232]

	1



	Brazilian Albums ( ABPD[image: External link])[233]

	1



	
Canadian Albums[image: External link] (Billboard)[234]

	1



	Croatian Albums ( HDU[image: External link])[235]

	1



	Czech Albums (IFPI)[236]

	1



	Danish Albums ( Hitlisten[image: External link])[237]

	1



	Dutch Albums ( MegaCharts[image: External link])[238]

	1



	Finnish Albums (Suomen virallinen lista[image: External link])[133]

	1



	French Albums ( SNEP[image: External link])[239]

	1



	German Albums (Offizielle Top 100)[240]

	1



	Greek Albums (IFPI)[241]

	1



	Hungarian Albums ( MAHASZ[image: External link])[242]

	1



	Irish Albums ( IRMA[image: External link])[243]

	1



	Italian Albums ( FIMI[image: External link])[244]

	1



	Japanese Albums ( Oricon[image: External link])[245]

	4



	Mexican Albums (Top 100 Mexico[image: External link])[246]

	1



	New Zealand Albums ( RMNZ[image: External link])[247]

	1



	Norwegian Albums ( VG-lista[image: External link])[248]

	1



	Polish Albums ( ZPAV[image: External link])[249]

	1



	Portuguese Albums ( AFP[image: External link])[250]

	3



	
Russian Albums Chart[image: External link][251]

	2



	Scottish Albums (OCC)[252]

	1



	
Slovenian Albums Chart[253]

	1



	South African Albums ( RiSA[image: External link])[254]

	1



	Spanish Albums ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[255]

	2



	Swedish Albums ( Sverigetopplistan[image: External link])[256]

	1



	Swiss Albums (Schweizer Hitparade[image: External link])[257]

	1



	UK Albums (OCC)[258]

	1



	UK Independent Albums (OCC)[259]

	1



	US Billboard 200[260]

	1
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 All-time charts






	Chart (All-time)
	Position



	UK Albums (OCC)[261]

	4



	US Billboard 200[262]

	1
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 Year-end charts







	


	Chart (2011)
	Position



	Argentinian Albums Chart[263]

	10



	Australian Albums Chart[264]

	1



	Austrian Albums Chart[265]

	2



	Belgian Albums Chart (Flanders)[266]

	1



	Belgian Albums Chart (Wallonia)[267]

	1



	Brazilian Albums Chart[268]

	8



	Canadian Albums Chart[216]

	1



	Danish Albums Chart[269]

	2



	Dutch Albums Chart[270]

	1



	Finnish Albums (Suomen virallinen lista[image: External link])[134]

	5



	French Albums Chart[271]

	1



	German Albums Chart[272]

	1



	Hungarian Albums Chart[273]

	33



	Irish Albums Chart[274]

	1



	Italian Albums Chart[275]

	4



	Mexican Albums Chart[276]

	5



	New Zealand Albums Chart[277]

	1



	Polish Albums Chart[278]

	1



	South African Albums[279]

	1



	Spanish Albums Chart[280]

	5



	Swedish Albums Chart[281]

	2



	Swiss Albums Chart[282]

	1



	UK Albums Chart[283]

	1



	US Billboard 200[214]

	1






	Chart (2012)
	Position



	Argentinian Albums Chart[284]

	1



	Australian Albums Chart[285]

	3



	Austrian Albums Chart[286]

	1



	Belgian Albums Chart (Flanders)[287]

	1



	Belgian Albums Chart (Wallonia)[288]

	1



	Brazilian Albums Chart[289]

	6



	Canadian Albums Chart[217]

	1



	Danish Albums Chart[290]

	5



	Dutch Albums Chart[291]

	1



	Finnish Albums (Suomen virallinen lista[image: External link])[135]

	5



	French Albums Chart[292]

	1



	German Albums Chart[293]

	3



	Hungarian Albums Chart[294]

	6



	Italian Albums Chart[295]

	2



	Irish Albums Chart[296]

	7



	Mexican Albums Chart[297]

	2



	New Zealand Albums Chart[298]

	1



	Russian Albums Chart[299]

	4



	Spanish Albums Chart[300]

	4



	Swedish Albums Chart[301]

	15



	Switzerland Albums Chart[302]

	1



	UK Albums Chart[303]

	2



	US Billboard 200[215]

	1





	


	Chart (2013)
	Position



	Argentinian Albums Chart[304]

	39



	Australian Albums Chart[305]

	60



	Austrian Albums Chart[306]

	63



	Belgian Albums Chart (Flanders)[307]

	8



	Belgian Albums Chart (Wallonia)[308]

	32



	Canadian Albums Chart[309]

	21



	Danish Albums Chart[310]

	48



	Dutch Albums Chart[311]

	23



	German Albums Chart[312]

	100



	Italian Albums Chart[313]

	51



	Hungarian Albums Chart[314]

	35



	New Zealand Albums (Recorded Music NZ)[315]

	18



	Swedish Albums Chart[316]

	93



	Swiss Albums Chart[317]

	15



	UK Albums Chart[318]

	72



	US Billboard 200[319]

	21






	Chart (2014)
	Position



	Belgian Albums Chart (Flanders)[320]

	33



	Belgian Albums Chart (Wallonia)[321]

	108



	Dutch Albums Chart[322]

	98



	New Zealand Albums (RMNZ)[323]

	42



	US Billboard 200[324]

	76






	Chart (2015)
	Position



	Australian Albums Chart[325]

	32



	Dutch Albums Chart[326]

	26



	Italian Albums (FIMI)[327]

	89



	New Zealand Albums ( RMNZ[image: External link])[328]

	35



	South Korean Albums International ( Gaon[image: External link])[329]

	17



	UK Albums Chart[330]

	45



	US Billboard 200[331]

	74






	Chart (2016)
	Position



	Australian Albums (ARIA)[332]

	29



	Canadian Albums (Billboard)[333]

	25



	Danish Albums (Hitlisten)[334]

	43



	Dutch Albums (MegaCharts)[335]

	27



	New Zealand Albums (RMNZ)[336]

	31



	South Korean Albums International (Gaon)[337]

	10



	Swiss Albums (Schweizer Hitparade)[338]

	49



	UK Albums Chart[339]

	47



	US Billboard 200[340]

	24
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 Certifications and sales






	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units[image: External link]/Sales



	Argentina ( CAPIF[image: External link])[341]

	4× Platinum
	160,000^




	Australia ( ARIA[image: External link])[342]

	15× Platinum
	1,105,000[343]




	Austria (IFPI Austria)[344]

	Platinum
	20,000*




	Belgium ( BEA[image: External link])[345]

	6× Platinum
	180,000*




	Canada (Music Canada[image: External link])[346]

	Diamond
	1,489,000[158]^




	Denmark (IFPI Denmark[image: External link])[347]

	7× Platinum
	140,000^




	Finland ( Musiikkituottajat[image: External link])[136]

	2× Platinum
	83,234[136]




	France
	
	1,710,000[348]




	Germany ( BVMI[image: External link])[349]

	8× Platinum
	1,600,000^




	Greece (IFPI Greece[image: External link])[350]

	Platinum
	6,000^




	Hungary ( MAHASZ[image: External link])[351]

	Platinum
	6,000^




	Ireland
	
	270,000[129]




	Italy ( FIMI[image: External link])[352]

	8× Platinum
	480,000*




	Japan ( RIAJ[image: External link])[353]

	Gold
	100,000^




	Mexico ( AMPROFON[image: External link])[354]

	Diamond
	300,000^




	Netherlands ( NVPI[image: External link])[355]

	9× Platinum
	450,000^




	New Zealand ( RMNZ[image: External link])[356]

	13× Platinum
	195,000^




	Norway (IFPI Norway)[357]

	Platinum
	30,000*




	Poland ( ZPAV[image: External link])[358]

	2× Diamond
	200,000*




	Portugal ( AFP[image: External link])[359]

	2× Platinum
	40,000^




	Russia ( NFPF[image: External link])[251]

	Platinum
	10,000*




	South Korea
	
	7,183[329][337]




	Spain ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[360]

	5× Platinum
	300,000^




	Sweden ( GLF[image: External link])[361]

	3× Platinum
	120,000^




	Switzerland (IFPI Switzerland)[362]

	7× Platinum
	210,000^




	United Kingdom (BPI)[201]

	16× Platinum
	5,000,000[121]




	United States (RIAA)[363]

	14× Platinum
	11,800,000[364]




	Summaries



	Europe (IFPI)[365]

	10× Platinum
	10,000,000*




	Worldwide
	
	35,000,000[4]




	
*sales figures based on certification alone

^shipments figures based on certification alone
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 Release history






	Region
	Release date
	Format
	Label



	Japan[227]
	19 January 2011
	


	CD[image: External link]

	digital download[image: External link]






	Hostess[image: External link]



	Germany[366]
	21 January 2011
	XL



	Ireland[367]



	Australia[368]
	24 January 2011



	Austria[369]



	Finland[370]



	Netherlands[90]



	Switzerland[76]



	United Kingdom[371]
	


	CD

	Limited edition









	Poland[372]



	France[373]
	


	CD

	digital download

	LP[image: External link]









	United States[224][374]
	22 February 2011
	Columbia



	Canada[375]



	Mexico[376]
	5 April 2011
	


	CD

	digital download






	Sony Mexico[image: External link]



	China[377]
	7 March 2013
	CD
	Starsing
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 See also





	List of best-selling albums[image: External link]

	List of best-selling albums in the United Kingdom

	List of best-selling albums of the 2000s (century) in the United Kingdom[image: External link]

	List of best-selling albums of the 2010s in the United Kingdom[image: External link]

	List of best-selling albums in Australia[image: External link]

	List of best-selling albums in Canada[image: External link]

	List of diamond-certified albums in Canada[image: External link]

	List of best-selling albums in France[image: External link]

	List of best-selling albums in Germany[image: External link]

	List of best-selling albums in New Zealand[image: External link]

	List of best-selling albums in the United States[image: External link]

	List of best-selling albums by year in the United States[image: External link]

	Best-selling albums in the United States since Nielsen SoundScan tracking began[image: External link]
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List of awards and nominations received by Adele






English singer-songwriter Adele has received various awards and nominations. She is the recipient of nine Brit Awards, an Academy Award, a Golden Globe Award, fifteen Grammy Awards[image: External link], eighteen Billboard Music Awards[image: External link], five American Music Awards[image: External link], and two Ivor Novello Awards for Songwriter of the Year.

Adele signed a contract with the record label XL Recordings in September 2006.[1] She won the BBC Sound of 2008, an annual poll awarded to recognise newcomers in the music industry.[2] Later in the same year, she released her debut album 19, and won the Brit Awards for Critics' Choice.[3] Several singles were released from the album, including the Grammy Award for Best Female Pop Vocal Performance-winning song "Chasing Pavements", which also garnered an MTV Video Music Award for Best Choreography[image: External link] nomination. Her 2007 song "Hometown Glory" was nominated for a Grammy Award in the Best Female Pop Vocal Performance[image: External link] category. At the 51st Annual Grammy Awards, she earned the Best New Artist award, with two additional nominations.

Adele's second studio album 21 was released in January 2011 and held the top position for 24 weeks in the United States.[4] Three of its singles—"Rolling in the Deep", "Someone like You", and "Set Fire to the Rain"—reached number one on the Billboard Hot 100.[5] The former won three Grammy Awards – Song of the Year, Record of the Year, and Best Short Form Music Video[image: External link]. "Someone like You" and "Set Fire to the Rain" won Best Pop Solo Performance at the 54th and 55th Annual Grammy Awards, respectively. Adele was awarded several other accolades, including the Echo Music Award[image: External link] and Grammy Award for Album of the Year, and won in 12 Billboard Music Award[image: External link] categories. In 2012, she released "Skyfall", a song of the 2012 James Bond[image: External link] film of the same name.[6] The song won the Brit Award for Single of the Year; the Academy Award, Critics' Choice Award[image: External link], and Golden Globe Award for Best Original Song[image: External link]; and a Grammy Award for Best Song Written for Visual Media. Adele received five awards at the 2016 Billboard Music Awards[image: External link], including one for her third studio album 25. She also won the British Album of the Year at the 2016 Brit Awards, in addition to winning three other awards. The album also won Grammy Awards for Album of the Year and Best Pop Vocal Album, and the single "Hello received Record of the Year, Song of the Year and Best Pop Solo Performance.

Academy Awards

The Academy Awards are a set of awards given annually for excellence of cinematic achievements, and are organised by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences[image: External link] (AMPAS).[7] Adele has received one award from one nomination.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2013[image: External link]
	"Skyfall"
	Best Original Song
	Won
	[8]




American Music Awards

The American Music Awards[image: External link] (AMAs) is an annual music awards show created by Dick Clark[image: External link] in 1973.[9] Adele has won five awards from nine nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2011[image: External link]
	Adele



	Artist of the Year[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[10]



	Favorite Adult Contemporary Artist[image: External link]
	Won



	Favorite Pop/Rock Female Artist[image: External link]
	Won



	21
	Favorite Pop/Rock Album[image: External link]
	Won



	2012[image: External link]
	Adele
	Favorite Adult Contemporary Artist
	Won
	[11]



	2016[image: External link]
	Adele
	Favorite Pop/Rock Female Artist
	Nominated
	[12]



	Favorite Adult Contemporary Artist
	Won



	25
	Favorite Pop/Rock Album
	Nominated



	"Hello"
	Favorite Pop/Rock Song
	Nominated




AIM Independent Music Awards

The AIM Independent Music Awards, hosted by the Association of Independent Music (AIM), were established in 2011 to recognise artists signed to independent record labels in the United Kingdom. Most of the categories and nominations are selected by an independent judging panel, though some are decided by the public. Adele has received four awards from four nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2011
	Adele
	Most Played Independent Act
	Won
	[13]



	21
	Best "Difficult" Second Album
	Won



	2012
	Adele
	Most Played Independent Act
	Won
	



	2016
	"Hello"
	Independent Track of the Year
	Won
	[14]




APRA Awards (Australia)

The APRA Awards[image: External link] are annually held by Australasian Performing Right Association[image: External link] (APRA) to honor outstanding music artists and songwriters of the year. Adele has received one win from two nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2012[image: External link]
	"Rolling in the Deep"
	International Work of the Year
	Nominated
	[15]



	2017[image: External link]
	"Hello"
	International Work of the Year
	Won
	[16]




Arqiva Commercial Radio Awards

The Arqiva Commercial Radio Awards are a set of awards given annually for excellence in UK commercial radio, Adele has received one award from one nomination.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2012
	Adele
	(PPL) Most Played UK Artist on Commercial Radio
	Won
	[17]




ARIA Music Awards

The ARIA Music Awards[image: External link], hosted by the Australian Recording Industry Association[image: External link] (ARIA), recognise "excellence and innovation across all genres" of music in Australia.[18] Adele has been nominated three times.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2011[image: External link]
	Adele
	Most Popular International Artist
	Nominated
	[19]



	2012[image: External link]
	Best International Artist
	Nominated
	[20]



	2016[image: External link]
	Best International Artist
	Nominated
	[21]




Attitude Magazine Awards

Attitude magazine[image: External link] (Gay, Men's Lifestyle) held annual awards dedicated to honouring those who inspire and make change, making LGBT+ lives easier, influence and entertain. Attitude Awards winners are those who use their platform to show how talented and diverse the LGBT+ community is, whether they identify as LGBT+ or not, take the time to fight our corner.[22] Adele has received one award from one nomination.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2016
	25
	Album of the Year
	Won
	[23]




BET Awards

The BET Awards[image: External link] were established in 2001 by the Black Entertainment Television[image: External link] network to celebrate African Americans[image: External link] and other minorities[image: External link] in music, acting, sports, and other fields of entertainment.[24] Adele has been nominated once.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2016[image: External link]
	Adele
	Best Female R&B/Pop Artist
	Nominated
	[25]




Bravo Otto

Established in 1957, the Bravo Otto[image: External link] is a German accolade presented by the magazine Bravo[image: External link]. The award is presented in gold, silver and bronze and, since 1996, an honorary platinum statuette presented for lifetime achievement.[26] Adele has received one award.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2011
	Adele
	Super Singer Female (silver)
	Won
	[27]




British Academy Television Awards

The British Academy Television Awards[image: External link] are presented in an annual award show hosted by the British Academy of Film and Television Arts[image: External link] (BAFTA).They have been awarded annually since 1955.[28] Adele has been nominated once.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2016[image: External link]
	"Adele at the BBC"
	Entertainment Programme in 2016
	Nominated
	[29]




BBC Music Awards

The BBC Music Awards[image: External link] are the BBC's inaugural pop music awards, first held in December 2014, as a celebration of the musical achievements over the past 12 months.[30] Adele has won four awards from five nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2015[image: External link]
	Adele
	British Artist of the Year
	Won
	[31]



	Adele at the BBC
	BBC Live Performance of the Year
	Won



	2016[image: External link]
	25
	BBC Radio 2 Album of the Year
	Won
	[32]



	Adele
	British Artist of the Year
	Nominated



	Hello
	BBC Song of the Year
	Won




BBC Radio 1 Teen Awards

The BBC Radio 1 Teen Awards[image: External link] is an award show by the British radio station BBC Radio 1[image: External link] to honor the top artists in music and acting of the year. Adele has won one award.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2016
	Adele
	Best British Solo Artist
	Won
	[33]




Billboard Music Awards

The Billboard Music Awards are held to honour artists for commercial performance in the U.S., based on record charts published by Billboard.[34] In 2012, Adele won a record-breaking 12 awards for the night. Adele has won 18 awards from 35 nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2012[image: External link]
	Adele
	Top Artist of the Year[image: External link]
	Won
	[35]



	Top Female Artist of the Year
	Won



	Top Billboard 200 Artist of the Year
	Won



	Top Digital Songs Artist of the Year
	Won



	Top Radio Songs Artist of the Year
	Won



	Top Hot 100 Artist of the Year
	Won



	Top Digital Media Artist of the Year
	Won



	Top Pop Artist of the Year
	Won



	"Rolling in the Deep"
	Top Streaming Song of the Year (Video)
	Nominated



	Top Digital Song of the Year
	Nominated



	Top Streaming Song of the Year (Audio)
	Won



	Top Pop Song of the Year



	Nominated



	Top Alternative Song of the Year
	Won



	Top Hot 100 Song of the Year
	Nominated



	Top Radio Song of the Year
	Nominated



	21
	Top Billboard 200 Album of the Year[image: External link]
	Won



	Top Pop Album of the Year
	Won



	19
	Nominated



	"Someone like You"
	Top Pop Song of the Year
	Nominated



	2013[image: External link]
	Adele
	Top Billboard 200 Artist of the Year
	Nominated
	[36]



	Top Female Artist
	Nominated



	Top Pop Artist
	Nominated



	21
	Top Billboard 200 Album of the Year
	Nominated



	Top Pop Album
	Won



	2016[image: External link]
	Adele
	Top Artist
	Won
	[37]



	Top Female Artist
	Won



	Top Billboard 200 Artist
	Won



	Top Song Sales Artist
	Nominated



	Billboard Chart Achievement Award
	Nominated



	25
	Top Billboard 200 Album
	Won



	"Hello"
	Top Hot 100 Song
	Nominated



	Top Selling Song[image: External link]
	Won



	Top Radio Song
	Nominated



	2017[image: External link]
	Adele
	Top Artist
	Nominated
	[38]



	Top Female Artist
	Nominated




Billboard Touring Awards

The Billboard Touring Conference and Awards[image: External link] is an annual meeting sponsored by Billboard magazine which also honors the top international live entertainment industry artists and professionals. Established in 2004,[39] it has thus been described as "part industry conference, part awards show".[40]



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2016
	Adele
	Breakthrough
	Won
	[41]




BMI Awards

The BMI Awards[image: External link] are held annually by Broadcast Music, Inc. to award songwriters in various genres, including pop music.[42] Adele has received one BMI Film & TV Award, 10 BMI London Awards, and four BMI Pop Awards.

BMI Film & TV Awards



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2013
	"Skyfall"
	Academy Award Winners
	Won
	[43]




BMI London Awards

Adele has received ten BMI London Awards from ten nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2009
	"Chasing Pavements"
	Award-Winning Songs
	Won
	[44]



	2012
	"Rolling in the Deep"
	Won
	[45]



	Song of the Year
	Won



	"Someone like You"
	Award-Winning Songs
	Won



	"Set Fire to the Rain"
	Won



	2013
	"Skyfall"
	Pop Song Awards
	Won
	[46]



	Academy Award
	Won



	"Rumour Has It"
	Pop Song Awards
	Won



	2016
	"Hello"
	Pop Song Awards
	Won
	[47]



	"Rolling in the Deep"
	Million Performance Songs (4 Million)
	Won




BMI Pop Awards

Adele has received four BMI Pop Awards from four nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2012
	"Rolling in the Deep"
	Award-Winning Songs
	Won
	[48]



	2013
	"Rumour Has It"
	Won
	[49]



	"Someone like You"
	Won



	"Set Fire to the Rain"
	Won




Brit Awards

The Brit Awards are the British Phonographic Industry's (BPI) annual pop music awards.[50] Adele has received nine awards from fourteen nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2008[image: External link]
	Adele
	Critics' Choice
	Won
	[51]



	2009[image: External link]
	British Female Solo Artist
	Nominated
	[52]



	British Breakthrough Act[image: External link]
	Nominated



	"Chasing Pavements"
	British Single of the Year
	Nominated



	2012[image: External link]
	Adele
	British Female Solo Artist
	Won
	[53]



	"Someone like You"
	British Single of the Year
	Nominated



	21
	British Album of the Year
	Won



	2013[image: External link]
	"Skyfall"
	British Single of the Year
	Won
	[54]



	2016[image: External link]
	Adele
	British Female Solo Artist
	Won
	[55]

[56]



	Global Success Award
	Won



	25
	British Album of the Year
	Won



	"Hello"
	British Single of the Year
	Won



	British Artist Video Of The Year
	Nominated



	2017[image: External link]
	Adele
	Global Success Award
	Won
	[57]




British LGBT Awards

The British LGBT Awards celebrate the UK’s most loved LGBT personalities, innovators and companies – dubbed the “Gay Oscars” by the press.[58] Adele has received one nomination.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2016
	Adele
	Music Artist
	Nominated
	[59]




BT Digital Music Awards

Launched in 2002, the BT Digital Music Awards[image: External link] were held annually in the United Kingdom.[60] Adele has won one award from six nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2011
	Adele
	Best Female Artist
	Nominated
	[61]



	Best Independent Artist or Group
	Won



	"Make You Feel My Love[image: External link]"
	Best Song
	Nominated



	"Someone like You"
	Nominated



	"Rolling in the Deep"
	Nominated



	Best Video
	Nominated




Cannes Entertainment Lions for Music

Lions Entertainment is a new event at Cannes Lions where brands, agencies and entertainment companies can focus on producing outstanding creative work together.[62] The Entertainment Lions for Music celebrate creative musical collaborations. Entries will need to demonstrate original production, promotion or distribution of music for brands; that is work where a recording artist or platform is innovatively leveraged to communicate with consumers.[63] Adele has won once.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2016
	"Hello"
	Excellence in Music Video (Bronze)
	Won
	[64]




CMT Music Awards

Launched in 1967, the CMT Music Awards are held annually in Nashville, Tennessee[image: External link].[65] Adele has been nominated once.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2011[image: External link]
	"Need You Now" (with Darius Rucker)
	CMT Performance of the Year
	Nominated
	[66]




Critics' Choice Movie Awards

The Critics' Choice Movie Awards[image: External link] are presented annually since 1995 by the Broadcast Film Critics Association[image: External link] for outstanding achievements in the cinema industry.[67] Adele has received one award from one nomination.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2013
	"Skyfall"
	Best Song
	Won
	[68]




Danish Music Awards

The Danish Music Awards (DMA) is a Danish[image: External link] award show. The show has been arranged by IFPI[image: External link] since 1989, and was originally called IFPI-prisen ("IFPI-Award") until 1991, when it changed its name to Dansk Grammy ("Danish Grammy"). The current name was given in 2001, after the American Grammy Awards[image: External link] registered the name Grammy as their trademark. In 2011 IFPI joined together with TV2 (Denmark)[image: External link] and KODA to present the awards ceremony.[69] Adele has received one award from one nomination.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2011
	21
	International Album of the Year
	Won
	[70]




ECHO Music Awards

The ECHO Music Awards[image: External link] were organised in 1992 by German Phonoakademie, the cultural institute of the German Music Industry Association ( BVMI[image: External link]), to recognise "outstanding and successful works of national and international music artists".[71] Adele has won three awards from five nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2012
	Adele
	Best International Rock/Pop Female Artist
	Won
	[72]



	21
	Album of the Year
	Won



	2016
	Adele
	Best International Rock/Pop Female Artist
	Won
	[73]

[74]



	25
	Album of the Year
	Nominated



	"Hello"
	Hit of the Year
	Nominated




Edinburgh TV Awards

The Edinburgh International Television Festival also known as the Edinburgh International Television Festival brought to you by YouTube and BT through sponsorship rights, is an annual media event in the UK each August which brings together all parts of the television and digital world to debate the major issues facing the industry.[75] Adele has received one award.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2016
	Adele - Rapping to Nicki Minaj's verse on Monster
	TV Moment of The Year
	Won
	[76]




Emmy Awards

Daytime Emmy Awards

The Daytime Emmy Award[image: External link] is an American accolade bestowed by the New York City[image: External link]–based National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences[image: External link] in recognition of excellence in American daytime television[image: External link] programming. Adele has been nominated once.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2016[image: External link]
	"ADELE in Today Show" (NBC)
	Outstanding Musical Performance in a Talk Show/Morning Program[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[77]




Primetime Emmy Awards

The Primetime Emmy Award[image: External link] is an American accolade bestowed by the Academy of Television Arts & Sciences in recognition of excellence in American[image: External link] primetime[image: External link] television[image: External link] programming. Adele has been nominated once.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2016[image: External link]
	Adele Live in New York City (NBC)
	Outstanding Variety Special[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[78]




European Border Breakers Awards

The European Border Breakers Awards[image: External link] (EBBA) were established in 2004 by the European Commission[image: External link] and several companies and organisations within the European music business. Awards are presented to musicians and bands with the best selling debut albums in the European Union[image: External link], not counting their home country.[79] Adele has received one award from one nomination.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2009
	19
	Best Album
	Won
	[80]




Fryderyk

The Fryderyk[image: External link] is the annual award in Polish music. Officially created in 1994, awards are presented across three main sections – popular music[image: External link], classical music[image: External link], and jazz[image: External link].[81] Adele has received one award from one nomination.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2012
	21
	International Album
	Won
	[82]




Glamour Women of the Year Awards

The Glamour Awards[image: External link] are presented annually by the Glamour[image: External link] magazine to women in a variety of fields.[83] Adele has received two awards.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2009
	Adele
	UK Solo Artist of the Year
	Won
	[84]



	2011
	Won
	[85]




Golden Globe Awards

The Golden Globe Award is an accolade bestowed by the 93 members of the Hollywood Foreign Press Association (HFPA) recognising excellence in film and television, both domestic and foreign.[86] Adele has received one award from one nomination.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2013
	"Skyfall"
	Best Original Song
	Won
	[87]




Grammy Awards

The Grammy Awards are awarded annually by The Recording Academy of the United States for outstanding achievements in the music industry[image: External link]. Often considered the highest music honour, the awards were established in 1958.[88] In 2012, Adele became the second female artist to win six awards in one night.[89] Adele is only the second artist, following Christopher Cross, to have won all four of the general field[image: External link] (Album of the Year, Best New Artist, Record of the Year and Song of the Year) awards throughout her career.[90] In 2017, she became the only artist to, on two separate occasions, win the three general categories (Album of the Year, Record of the Year and Song of the Year) in the same ceremony. Adele has received 15 awards from 18 nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2009
	Adele
	Best New Artist
	Won
	[91]



	"Chasing Pavements"
	Record of the Year
	Nominated



	Song of the Year
	Nominated



	Best Female Pop Vocal Performance
	Won



	2010[image: External link]
	"Hometown Glory"
	Nominated
	[92]



	2012
	21
	Album of the Year
	Won
	[93]



	Best Pop Vocal Album
	Won



	"Rolling in the Deep"
	Record of the Year
	Won



	Song of the Year
	Won



	Best Short Form Music Video[image: External link]
	Won



	"Someone like You"
	Best Pop Solo Performance
	Won



	2013
	"Set Fire to the Rain"

(live version from Live at the Royal Albert Hall)
	Won
	[94]



	2014
	"Skyfall" (from Skyfall)
	Best Song Written for Visual Media
	Won
	[95]



	2017
	25
	Album of the Year
	Won
	[96]



	Best Pop Vocal Album
	Won



	"Hello"
	Record of the Year
	Won



	Song of the Year
	Won



	Best Pop Solo Performance
	Won




Guinness World Records

The Guinness World Records[image: External link] is a reference book[image: External link] published annually, listing world records[image: External link] and national records, both of human achievements and the extremes of the natural world. Adele currently holds eleven records.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2011
	Adele
	First female to have two singles and two albums in the UK top 5 simultaneously
	Won
	[97]



	2012
	21
	First album in UK chart history to reach sales of three million in a calendar year
	Won
	[98]



	Most consecutive weeks with UK No.1 album by a solo female (11)
	Won



	Most cumulative weeks with UK No.1 album by a solo female (18)
	Won



	Biggest-selling digital album in the UK
	Won
	[99]



	Biggest-selling digital album in the US
	Won



	"Rolling in the Deep"
	Biggest-selling digital track in a calendar year in the US
	Won



	Adele
	First female artist to reach digital sales of one million in the US
	Won



	First UK artist to reach digital sales of one million in the US
	Won



	Fastest artist to reach digital sales of one million in the US
	Won



	2016
	"Hello"
	Fastest time for a video to reach one billion views on YouTube
	Won
	[100]




Houston Film Critics Society

The Houston Film Critics Society[image: External link] is a non-profit[image: External link] film critic[image: External link] organised in Houston, Texas[image: External link].[101] Adele has received one award.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2012
	"Skyfall"
	Best Original Song
	Won
	[102]




IFPI Global Recording Artist Award

The IFPI Global Recording Artist Award is an honour bestowed upon the top artist of the year, calculated from physical sales, downloads and streaming worldwide. IFPI published its first global recording artists chart on 30 January 2014 to accurately capture the popularity of artists across streaming channels, alongside digital and physical album and singles sales the previous year. Adele has received this award once.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2016
	Adele
	Global Recording Artist of 2015
	Won
	[103]




iHeartRadio Music Awards

iHeartRadio Music Awards[image: External link] is a music awards show, founded by iHeartRadio[image: External link] in 2014, to recognize the most popular artists and music over the past year as determined by the network's listeners.[104] Adele has received three award out of eight nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2016[image: External link]
	Adele
	Female Artist of the Year
	Nominated
	[105][106]



	Most Meme-able Moment
	Nominated



	"Hello"
	Song of the Year
	Won



	Best Lyrics
	Nominated



	25
	Album of the Year
	Nominated



	2017[image: External link]
	Adele
	Female Artist of the Year
	Won
	[107]



	25
	Pop Album of the Year
	Won



	"Send My Love (To Your New Lover)"
	Best Lyrics
	Nominated




Independent Music Companies Association

The Independent Music Companies Association[image: External link] is selected annually by the IMPALA Independent Music Companies Association[image: External link] based on artistic merit alone, regardless of sales figures and publicity, from a nomination shortlist from which a jury then selects a winner.[108] Adele has received one award from one nomination.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2011
	21
	European Independent Album of the Year
	Won
	[109]




Ivor Novello Awards

The Ivor Novello Awards are awarded for songwriting[image: External link] and composing[image: External link]. The awards, named after the Cardiff[image: External link] born entertainer Ivor Novello[image: External link], are presented annually in London by the British Academy of Songwriters, Composers and Authors[image: External link] (BASCA).[110] Adele has won three awards from seven nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2012
	Adele
	Songwriter of the Year
	Won
	[111]



	"Rolling in the Deep"
	PRS for Music Most Performed Work
	Won



	Best Song Musically and Lyrically
	Nominated
	[112]



	"Someone like You"
	PRS for Music Most Performed Work
	Nominated



	21
	Album of the Year
	Nominated



	2016
	Adele
	Songwriter of the Year
	Won
	[113]



	2017
	"When We Were Young"
	PRS for Music Most Performed Work
	Nominated
	[114]




Juno Awards

The Juno Awards[image: External link] are presented annually to Canadian musical artists and bands to acknowledge their artistic and technical achievements in all aspects of music. New members of the Canadian Music Hall of Fame are also inducted as part of the awards ceremonies.[115] Adele has received three awards from three nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2012
	21
	International Album of the Year
	Won
	[116]



	2016[image: External link]
	25
	Won
	[117]



	Hello
	Video of the Year
	Won




Las Vegas Film Critics Society Awards

The Las Vegas Film Critics Society is a non-profit, progressive organization dedicated to the advancement and preservation of film and is composed of selected print, television, radio and internet film critics in the Las Vegas and Reno area. The LVFCS presents its "Sierra" awards each year for the best in film.[118] Adele has received one award.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2012
	Skyfall
	Best Song
	Won
	[119]




Latin American Music Awards

The Latin American Music Awards[image: External link] (Latin AMAs) is an annual American music award that is presented by Telemundo[image: External link]. It is the Spanish-language counterpart of the American Music Awards[image: External link] (AMAs) produced by the Dick Clark Productions[image: External link].[120] Adele has received one nomination.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2016[image: External link]
	"Hello"
	Favorite Song - Crossover
	Nominated
	[121]




Los Premios 40 Principales

Los Premios 40 Principales[image: External link] is an award show by the musical radio station Los 40 Principales[image: External link], created in 2006 to celebrate the fortieth anniversary of its founding.[122] Adele has won one award from six nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2012[image: External link]
	"Someone like You"
	Best Non-Spanish Song
	Won
	[123]



	2012
	Adele
	Best International Act
	Nominated
	



	2016[image: External link]
	International Artist of the Year
	Nominated
	[124]



	25
	International Recording of the Year
	Nominated



	"Hello"
	International Song of the Year
	Nominated



	"Adele Live 2016"
	Tour of the Year
	Nominated




Mercury Prize

The Mercury Prize, formerly the Mercury Music Prize[image: External link], is an annual music prize awarded for the best album from the United Kingdom or Ireland.[125] Adele has been nominated twice.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2008[image: External link]
	19
	Album of the Year
	Nominated
	[126]



	2011[image: External link]
	21
	Nominated
	[127]




MOBO Awards

The Music of Black Origin Awards[image: External link] (MOBO), first presented in 1996, are held annually in the United Kingdom to recognise artists of any race or nationality who perform black music and "recognise the outstanding achievements of artists who perform music in genres ranging from Gospel, Jazz, RnB, Soul, Reggae to Hip Hop".[128] Adele has received one award from five nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2008
	Adele
	Best UK Female
	Nominated
	[129]



	2011
	Adele
	Best UK Act
	Nominated
	[130]



	Best UK R&B/Soul Act
	Won



	21
	Best Album
	Nominated



	"Someone like You"
	Best Song
	Nominated




MP3 Music Awards

The MP3 Music Awards were established in 2007 to honour popular artists and quality MP3[image: External link] players and retailers. Adele has received one award from one nomination.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2011
	"Someone Like You"
	Radio/Charts/Download - Award
	Won
	[131]




MuchMusic Video Awards

The MuchMusic Video Awards[image: External link] (also known as the MMVA or MMVAs) are annual awards presented by the Canadian music video channel MuchMusic[image: External link] to honour the year's best music videos[image: External link].[132] Adele has four nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2012
	Adele
	UR Fave Artist
	Nominated
	[133]



	2016[image: External link]
	Adele
	iHeartRadio International Artist of the Year
	Nominated
	[134]



	Most Buzzworthy International Artist of the Year
	Nominated



	Fan Fave Artist/Group
	Nominated




Music Business Association

The Music Business Association[image: External link], (Music Biz) a non-profit membership organization established in 1958, advances and promotes music commerce.[135] Adele has received one honour.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2017
	Adele
	Artist of the Year
	Won
	[136]




MTV

MTV Africa Music Awards

The MTV Africa Music Awards[image: External link] (also known as the MAMAs) were established in 2008 by MTV Networks Africa[image: External link] (now Viacom International Media Networks Africa[image: External link]) to celebrate the most popular contemporary music in Africa. Adele has been nominated once.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2016
	Adele
	Best International Act
	Nominated
	[137]




MTV Italy Awards

The MTV Italian Music Awards[image: External link], also known as the MTV Awards[image: External link], were established in 2006 by MTV Italy[image: External link], to celebrate the most popular videos and artists in Italy. Adele has received three nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2012
	Adele
	Wonder Woman Award
	Nominated
	[138]



	2016
	Adele
	Best International Female
	Nominated
	[139]



	"Hello"
	Best Tormentone (catchphrase)
	Nominated




MTV Europe Music Awards

The MTV Europe Music Awards[image: External link] were established in 1994 by MTV Networks Europe[image: External link] to celebrate the most popular music videos in Europe.[140] Adele has received one award from ten nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2008[image: External link]
	Adele
	Best UK/Ireland Act
	Nominated
	[141]



	2011
	Won
	[142]



	Best European Act
	Nominated



	Best Female
	Nominated



	"Rolling in the Deep"
	Best Song
	Nominated



	Best Video
	Nominated



	2016[image: External link]
	Adele
	Best Female
	Nominated
	[143]



	Best Live Act
	Nominated



	Best UK & Ireland Act
	Nominated



	" Hello[image: External link]"
	Best Song
	Nominated




MTV Video Music Awards

The MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link] were established in the end of the summer of 1984 by MTV to celebrate the top music videos of the year.[144] Adele has received three awards from seventeen nominations.[145]



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2008[image: External link]
	"Chasing Pavements"
	Best Choreography[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[146]



	2011
	"Rolling in the Deep"
	Video of the Year[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[147]



	Best Female Video[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Pop Video[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Direction[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Art Direction[image: External link]
	Won



	Best Cinematography[image: External link]
	Won



	Best Editing[image: External link]
	Won



	2012[image: External link]
	"Someone like You"
	Best Cinematography
	Nominated
	[148]



	2016[image: External link]
	"Hello"
	Video of the Year
	Nominated
	[149]



	Best Female Video
	Nominated



	Best Pop Video
	Nominated



	Best Direction
	Nominated



	Best Art Direction
	Nominated



	Best Cinematography
	Nominated



	Best Editing
	Nominated



	"Send My Love (To Your New Lover)"
	Best Visual Effects[image: External link]
	Nominated




MTV Video Music Brazil

Established in 1995, the MTV Video Music Brazil[image: External link] awards, commonly known as VMB, are MTV Brasil[image: External link]'s annual award ceremony. Many award winners are chosen by MTV viewers.[150] Adele has been nominated once.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2011[image: External link]
	Adele
	Best International Act
	Nominated
	[151]




MTV Video Music Awards Japan

The MTV Video Music Awards Japan[image: External link] are the Japanese version of the MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link]. Like the MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link] in the United States, in this event artists are awarded for their songs and videos through online voting from the same channel viewers.[152] Adele has been nominated twice.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2016[image: External link]
	"Hello"
	Best International Female Video
	Nominated
	[153]



	25
	Best Album of the Year
	Nominated




mtvU Woodie Awards

mtvU[image: External link], a division of MTV Networks[image: External link] owned by Viacom[image: External link], broadcasts a 24-hour television channel available on more than 750 college and university campuses across the United States.[154] Adele has been nominated once.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2008
	"Chasing Pavements"
	Best Video Woodie (Best Video of the Year)
	Nominated
	[155]




NAACP Image Awards

An NAACP Image Award[image: External link] is an accolade presented by the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People[image: External link] to honour outstanding people of colour in film, television, music, and literature.[156] Adele has been nominated twice.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2012
	"Someone like You"
	Outstanding Song
	Nominated
	[157]



	Outstanding Music Video
	Nominated




NRJ Music Awards

The NRJ Music Awards[image: External link], created in 2000 by the French radio station NRJ[image: External link] in partnership with the French television network TF1[image: External link].[158] Adele has received three awards from four nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2012
	Adele
	International Breakthrough of the Year
	Won
	[159]



	"Someone like You"
	International Song of the Year
	Won



	2013
	Adele
	International Female Artist of the Year
	Nominated
	[160]



	2015
	NRJ Artist of Honor
	Won
	[161]




NME Awards

The NME Awards[image: External link] were created by the NME magazine and was first held in 1953.[162] Adele has received one award from seven nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2012
	Adele
	Best Solo Artist
	Nominated
	[163]



	2016
	Best British Solo Artist
	Nominated
	[164]



	Hero of the Year
	Nominated



	The Return Of Adele
	Music Moment of the Year
	Nominated



	2017
	Adele
	Best British Female
	Nominated
	[165]



	Best Festival Headliner
	Won



	Hero of the Year
	Nominated




Nickelodeon Kids' Choice Awards

The Nickelodeon Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link] is an annual awards show that airs on the Nickelodeon[image: External link] cable channel[image: External link] that honours the year's biggest television, film, and music acts, as voted by Nickelodeon viewers.[166] Adele has one win from five nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2013[image: External link]
	Adele
	Favorite Female Singer
	Nominated
	[167]



	2016[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[168]



	"Hello"
	Favorite Song of the Year
	Won



	2017[image: External link]
	Adele
	Favorite Female Singer
	Nominated
	[169]



	"Send My Love (To Your New Lover)"
	Favorite Song
	Nominated




Nickelodeon UK Kids Choice Awards

The Nickelodeon UK Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link] (also known as the KCAs) is an annual awards show, similar to the American[image: External link] and Australian[image: External link] versions.[170] Adele has won two awards from two nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2012
	Adele
	Best UK Female
	Won
	[171]



	2013
	Won
	[172]




Online Film & Television Awards

Online Film & Television Association Award or The OFTA Awards, is an annual awards ceremony in which Outstanding Achievement in film and television is honoured. The presentation of these awards began in 1996. The competition is open to feature films and programs released or aired during the calendar year. Winners are selected entirely by a written balloting of the OFTA active members.[173] Adele has received one award.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2012
	"Skyfall"
	Best Original Song
	Won
	[174]




People's Choice Awards

The People's Choice Awards[image: External link] is an American awards show recognising the people and the work of popular culture[image: External link]. The show has been held annually since 1975 and is voted on by the general public.[175] Adele has been nominated nine times.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2012[image: External link]
	Adele
	Favorite Female Artist
	Nominated
	[176]



	21
	Favorite Album of the Year
	Nominated



	"Rolling in the Deep"
	Favorite Song of the Year
	Nominated



	Favorite Music Video
	Nominated



	2013[image: External link]
	Adele
	Favorite Female Artist
	Nominated
	[177]



	Favorite Pop Artist
	Nominated



	2017[image: External link]
	Adele
	Favorite Female Artist
	Nominated
	[178]



	Favorite Pop Artist
	Nominated



	James Corden’s Carpool Karaoke with Adele
	Favorite Comedic Collaboration
	Nominated




Phoenix Film Critics Society Awards

Phoenix Film Critics Society Awards are Arizona's Premier Film awards, founded in October 2000. The Society presents an entire slate of awards each year. To qualify, films must be screened in the Phoenix area per the important dates released every year.[179] Adele has received one award.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2012
	"Skyfall"
	Best Original song
	Won
	[180]




Pollstar Awards

Pollstar[image: External link] is a trade publication[image: External link] for the concert tour[image: External link] industry. It gets its information primarily from the agents, managers and promoters who produce concerts. Pollstar holds an annual award ceremony to honor artists and professionals in the concert industry.[181] Adele has received one award from two nominations..



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2016
	Adele
	Major Tour of the Year
	Won
	[182]



	Most Creative Stage Production
	Nominated




Premios Juventud

Premios Juventud (Youthfulness Awards) is an awards show for Spanish-speaking celebrities in the areas of film, music, sports, fashion, and pop culture, presented by the television network[image: External link] Univision[image: External link]. Winners are determined by online vote at univision.com[image: External link].[183] Adele has won twice out of three nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2013
	Adele
	Favorite Hitmaker
	Nominated
	[184]



	2016[image: External link]
	Adele
	Favorite Hitmaker
	Won
	[185]



	"Hello"
	Favorite Hit
	Won




Premios Oye!

Premios Oye![image: External link] are presented annually by the Academia Nacional de la Música en México for outstanding achievements in Mexican record industry.[186] Adele has won two awards.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2012
	21
	Álbum en inglés
	Won
	[187]



	2013
	Live at the Royal Albert Hall
	Won
	[188]




Q Awards

The Q Awards are the United Kingdom's annual music awards run by the music magazine Q[image: External link] to honour musical excellence. Winners are voted by readers of Q online, with others decided by a judging panel.[189] Adele has received two awards from four nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2008[image: External link]
	Adele
	Breakthrough Artist
	Nominated
	[190]



	2011[image: External link]
	Best Female Artist
	Won
	[191]



	"Rolling in the Deep"
	Best Track
	Won



	"Someone like You"
	Nominated
	[192]




Radio Disney Music Awards

The Radio Disney Music Awards[image: External link] (RDMA) is an annual awards show which is operated and governed by Radio Disney[image: External link], an American radio network. Beginning in 2013, the ceremony began to be televised on Disney Channel[image: External link].[193] Adele has been nominated twice.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2016[image: External link]
	Adele
	She's The One – Best Female Artist
	Nominated
	[194]



	"Hello"
	Heartbreak – Best Breakup Song
	Nominated




Satellite Awards

The Satellite Awards[image: External link] are an annual award given by the International Press Academy[image: External link].[195] Adele has been nominated once.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2012[image: External link]
	"Skyfall"
	Best Original Song[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[196]




Shorty Awards

The Shorty Awards[image: External link] honor the best of social media by recognizing the influencers, brands and organizations on social media.[197] Adele has won once.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2016
	Adele
	Arts & Entertainment: Musician
	Won
	[198]




Soul Train Music Awards

The Soul Train Music Awards[image: External link] are produced by the makers of Soul Train[image: External link] to honour entertainers.[199] Adele has been nominated five times.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2011
	21
	Album of the Year
	Nominated
	[200]



	"Rolling in the Deep"
	Song of the Year
	Nominated



	Record of the Year
	Nominated



	2016[image: External link]
	"Hello"
	Song of the Year
	Nominated
	[201]



	Ashford & Simpson Songwriter’s Award
	Nominated




South Bank Sky Arts Awards

The South Bank Show[image: External link] is a television arts magazine show that was produced by ITV[image: External link] between 1978 and 2010, and by Sky Arts[image: External link] from 2012.[202] Adele has been nominated once.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2012
	Adele
	Pop Music
	Nominated
	[203]




Swiss Music Awards

The Swiss Music Awards, the most important music awards in Switzerland, were created to promote, the national music scene and at the same time present its cultural diversity.[204] Adele has received four awards.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2012
	"Rolling in the Deep"
	Best International Hit
	Won
	[205]



	21
	Best Album Pop/Rock International
	Won



	2016
	Adele
	Best International Act
	Won
	[206]



	25
	Best International Album
	Won




Teen Choice Awards

The Teen Choice Awards[image: External link] is an annual awards show that airs on the Fox Network[image: External link]. The awards honour the year's biggest achievements in music, films, sports, television, fashion and other categories, voted by teenage viewers.[207] Adele has been nominated six times.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2011
	Adele
	Choice Music Female Artist[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[208]



	Choice Breakout Artist
	Nominated



	"Rolling in the Deep"
	Choice Break Up Song
	Nominated



	2012
	"Set Fire to the Rain"
	Single By Female Artist
	Nominated
	[209]



	Adele
	Choice Music Female Artist
	Nominated



	2016[image: External link]
	"Hello"
	Choice Song: Female Artist
	Nominated
	[210]




UK Music Video Awards

The UK Music Video Awards[image: External link] is an annual award ceremony founded in 2008 to recognise creativity, technical excellence and innovation in music videos[image: External link] and moving images for music.[211] Adele has received two awards from three nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2011
	"Rolling in the Deep"
	Best Pop Video
	Won
	[212]



	Best Cinematography in a Video
	Won



	Best Art Direction and Design in a Video
	Nominated
	[213]




Urban Music Awards

The Urban Music Awards is a British awards ceremony launched in 2003 to recognise the achievement of urban-based artists, producers, nightclubs, DJs, radio stations, and record labels.[214] Adele has received one award from four nominations.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2008
	Adele
	Best Jazz Act
	Won
	[215]



	Best Neo Soul Act
	Nominated
	[216]



	2011
	Adele
	Best Female Artist
	Nominated
	[217]



	21
	Best Album
	Nominated




WatsUp TV Africa Music Video Awards



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref



	2016
	Hello
	Best International Video
	Nominated
	[218]




World Music Awards

The World Music Awards is an annual international awards show founded in 1989 that honours recording artists based on worldwide sales figures provided by the International Federation of the Phonographic Industry (IFPI).[219] Adele has been nominated four times.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2014[image: External link]
	Adele
	World's Best Female Artist
	Nominated
	[220]



	World's Best Entertainer of the Year
	Nominated



	21
	World's Best Album
	Nominated



	"Rumour Has It"
	World's Best Song
	Nominated




World Soundtrack Awards

The World Soundtrack Awards[image: External link] are presented by World Soundtrack Academy[image: External link] to honour accomplishment in film music[image: External link].[221] Adele has received one award.



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2013
	"Skyfall"
	Best Original Song Written Directly for a Film
	Won
	[222]
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54Th Annual Grammy Awards






The 54th Annual Grammy Awards were held on February 12, 2012, at the Staples Center[image: External link] in Los Angeles[image: External link] being broadcast on CBS[image: External link]. LL Cool J[image: External link] hosted the show. It was the first time in seven years that the event had an official host.[2] Nominations were announced on November 30, 2011 on prime-time television as part of "The GRAMMY Nominations Concert Live! – Countdown to Music's Biggest Night", a one-hour special broadcast live on CBS from Nokia Theatre[image: External link] at L.A. Live[image: External link].[3][4] Kanye West received the most nominations with seven. Adele, Foo Fighters[image: External link], and Bruno Mars each received six nominations. Lil Wayne[image: External link], Skrillex[image: External link], and Radiohead[image: External link] all earned five nominations. The nominations were criticised by many music journalists as Kanye West's My Beautiful Dark Twisted Fantasy[image: External link] missed out on a nomination for Album of the Year despite being highly critically acclaimed and topping many end of year charts.[5][6] West's album went on to win Best Rap Album[image: External link].[7]

A total of 78 awards were presented following the Academy's decision to restructure the Grammy Award categories[image: External link]. Paul McCartney[image: External link] received the MusiCares Person of the Year[image: External link] award on February 10, 2012, at the Los Angeles Convention Center[image: External link], two nights prior to the Grammy telecast.[8]

On February 8, 2012, the Academy announced that the 54th Grammy Pre-Telecast Ceremony would stream live internationally. The ceremony took place at the Los Angeles Convention Center and was streamed live in its entirety internationally at Grammy's official website and CBS Television Network. The ceremony was co-hosted by Dave Koz[image: External link] and MC Lyte[image: External link]. A total of 68 awards were presented in the Pre-Telecast ceremony.[9] The official poster was designed by Architect Frank Gehry[image: External link].[10]

The day before the ceremony, Whitney Houston died in Los Angeles, and the show's producers quickly planned a tribute in the form of Jennifer Hudson[image: External link] singing Houston's "I Will Always Love You".[11] The awards show began with a Bruce Springsteen performance followed by an LL Cool J prayer for Whitney Houston. Adele won all of her six nominations, equalling the record for most wins by a female artist in one night[image: External link], firstly held by Beyoncé Knowles[image: External link].[7][12] Foo Fighters[image: External link] and Kanye West followed with five and four awards, respectively.[7][13]
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The 54th Grammys were the second-highest rated in its history with 39.9 million viewers, second only to the 1984 Grammys[image: External link] with 43.8 mil. viewers. The rating was 50% higher than in 2011[image: External link].[14]
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 Performers





	
Kim Burrell[image: External link], Le'Andria Johnson, Kelly Price[image: External link] and Trin-I-Tee 5:7[image: External link]


	Joyce DiDonato[image: External link]

	Steve Earle[image: External link]

	Rebirth Brass Band[image: External link]

	The Civil Wars[image: External link]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
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	Gerald Clayton[image: External link]

	Chick Corea[image: External link]

	Brandon Heath[image: External link]

	Arturo O'Farrill[image: External link]

	OK Go[image: External link]

	Corinne Bailey Rae[image: External link]

	Esperanza Spalding

	Jimmy Jam[image: External link]
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The following performed:



	Artist(s)
	Song(s)



	
Bruce Springsteen

The E Street Band[image: External link]

	"We Take Care of Our Own[image: External link]"



	Bruno Mars
	"Runaway Baby[image: External link]"



	
Alicia Keys

Bonnie Raitt

	
Tribute to Etta James

"A Sunday Kind of Love[image: External link]"



	Chris Brown[image: External link]
	"Turn Up the Music[image: External link]"

"Beautiful People[image: External link]"



	
Jason Aldean[image: External link]

Kelly Clarkson[image: External link]

	"Don't You Wanna Stay[image: External link]"



	Foo Fighters[image: External link]
	" Walk[image: External link]"



	
Rihanna

Coldplay

	"We Found Love[image: External link]"

"Princess of China[image: External link]"

" Paradise[image: External link]"



	
Maroon 5

Foster the People[image: External link]

The Beach Boys[image: External link]

	
Celebrating the Beach Boys' 50th anniversary

"Surfer Girl[image: External link]"

"Wouldn't It Be Nice[image: External link]"

"Good Vibrations[image: External link]"



	
Paul McCartney[image: External link]

Diana Krall[image: External link]

Joe Walsh[image: External link]

	"My Valentine[image: External link]"



	The Civil Wars[image: External link]
	"Barton Hollow[image: External link]"



	Taylor Swift
	" Mean[image: External link]"



	Katy Perry[image: External link]
	" E.T.[image: External link]"

"Part of Me[image: External link]"



	Adele
	"Rolling in the Deep"



	
The Band Perry[image: External link]

Blake Shelton[image: External link]

Glen Campbell

	
Homage to Glen Campbell

"Gentle on My Mind[image: External link]"

"Southern Nights[image: External link]"

"Rhinestone Cowboy[image: External link]"



	
Tony Bennett

Carrie Underwood

	"It Had to Be You[image: External link]"



	Jennifer Hudson[image: External link]
	
Tribute to Whitney Houston

"I Will Always Love You"



	Chris Brown

David Guetta[image: External link]

Lil Wayne[image: External link]

Foo Fighters[image: External link]

deadmau5[image: External link]

	"I Can Only Imagine[image: External link]"

" Rope[image: External link]"

"Raise Your Weapon[image: External link]"



	Nicki Minaj[image: External link]
	"Roman's Revenge[image: External link]" (Intro)

"Roman Holiday[image: External link]"



	Paul McCartney

Bruce Springsteen

Dave Grohl[image: External link]

Joe Walsh

Rusty Anderson[image: External link]

Brian Ray[image: External link]

Paul Wickens[image: External link]

Abe Laboriel, Jr.[image: External link]

	"Golden Slumbers[image: External link]"

"Carry That Weight[image: External link]"

"The End[image: External link]"





	
Maceo Parker[image: External link] was scheduled to pay tribute to Clarence Clemons[image: External link] following the montage of those that had died in 2011 although his tribute was dropped in the 24 hours leading up to the awards show to make room for the Jennifer Hudson tribute to Whitney Houston.[16]
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	Alicia Keys

	Bonnie Raitt

	Marc Anthony[image: External link]

	Fergie[image: External link]

	Reba[image: External link]

	Jack Black[image: External link]

	Mario Manningham[image: External link]

	Pauley Perrette[image: External link]

	Victor Cruz[image: External link]

	Ryan Seacrest[image: External link]

	Stevie Wonder

	Common

	Taraji P. Henson[image: External link]

	Neil Patrick Harris[image: External link]

	
Kate Beckinsale[image: External link] (with host LL Cool J[image: External link])

	Miranda Lambert[image: External link]

	Dierks Bentley[image: External link]

	Gwyneth Paltrow[image: External link]

	Taylor Swift

	Carrie Underwood

	Tony Bennett

	
Ahmir Thompson[image: External link] (with host LL Cool J[image: External link])

	Drake[image: External link]

	Lady Antebellum

	
Diana Ross[image: External link] (with host LL Cool J[image: External link])
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The winners per category were:[17]
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	Record of the Year




	
"Rolling in the Deep" – Adele

	Paul Epworth[image: External link], producer; Tom Elmhirst & Mark Rankin, engineers/mixers





	" Holocene[image: External link]" – Bon Iver

	
Justin Vernon[image: External link], producer; Brian Joseph & Justin Vernon, engineers/mixers





	" Grenade[image: External link]" – Bruno Mars

	
The Smeezingtons[image: External link], producers; Ari Levine[image: External link] & Manny Marroquin[image: External link], engineers/mixers





	"The Cave[image: External link]" – Mumford & Sons[image: External link]

	
Markus Dravs[image: External link], producer; Francois Chevallier & Ruadhri Cushnan, engineers/mixers





	" Firework[image: External link]" – Katy Perry[image: External link]

	
Stargate[image: External link] & Sandy Vee[image: External link], producers; Mikkel S. Eriksen[image: External link], Phil Tan[image: External link], Sandy Vee & Miles Walker, engineers/mixers








	Album of the Year




	
21 – Adele

	Ryan Tedder, Jim Abbiss[image: External link], Adele Adkins, Paul Epworth[image: External link], Rick Rubin[image: External link], Fraser T Smith[image: External link] & Dan Wilson[image: External link], producers; Jim Abbiss, Philip Allen, Beatriz Artola, Ian Dowling, Tom Elmhirst, Greg Fidelman[image: External link], Dan Parry[image: External link], Steve Price[image: External link], Mark Rankin, Andrew Scheps[image: External link], Fraser T Smith & Ryan Tedder, engineers/mixers; Tom Coyne, mastering engineer





	
Wasting Light[image: External link] – Foo Fighters[image: External link]

	
Butch Vig[image: External link], producer; James Brown & Alan Moulder[image: External link], engineers/mixers; Joe LaPorta & Emily Lazar, mastering engineers





	
Born This Way[image: External link] – Lady Gaga

	Paul Blair, DJ Snake[image: External link], Fernando Garibay[image: External link], Lady Gaga, Robert John "Mutt" Lange[image: External link], Jeppe Laursen[image: External link], RedOne[image: External link] & Clinton Sparks[image: External link], producers; Fernando Garibay, Lady Gaga, Bill Malina, Trevor Muzzy, RedOne, Dave Russell, Justin Shirley Smith, Horace Ward & Tom Ware, engineers/mixers; Gene Grimaldi, mastering engineer





	
Doo-Wops & Hooligans[image: External link] – Bruno Mars

	
B.o.B[image: External link], Cee Lo Green[image: External link] & Damian Marley[image: External link], featured artists; Dwayne "Supa Dups" Chin-Quee[image: External link], Needlz[image: External link] & The Smeezingtons[image: External link], producers; Ari Levine[image: External link] & Manny Marroquin[image: External link], engineers/mixers; Stephen Marcussen[image: External link], mastering engineer





	
Loud[image: External link] – Rihanna

	
Drake[image: External link], Eminem & Nicki Minaj[image: External link], featured artists; Ester Dean[image: External link], Alex da Kid[image: External link], Kuk Harrell, Mel & Mus, Awesome Jones, Makeba Riddick[image: External link], The Runners[image: External link], Sham, Soundz[image: External link], Stargate[image: External link], Chris "Tricky" Stewart, Sandy Vee[image: External link] & Willy Will[image: External link], producers; Ariel Chobaz, Cary Clark, Mikkel S. Eriksen, Alex da Kid, Josh Gudwin, Kuk Harrell, Jaycen Joshua[image: External link], Manny Marroquin[image: External link], Dana Nielsen, Chad "C-Note" Roper, Noah "40" Shebib[image: External link], Corey Shoemaker, Jay Stevenson, Mike Strange, Phil Tan[image: External link], Brian "B-Luv" Thomas, Marcos Tovar, Sandy Vee, Jeff "Supa Jeff" Villanueva, Miles Walker & Andrew Wuepper, engineers/mixers; Chris Gehringer, mastering engineer








	Song of the Year




	
"Rolling in the Deep"

	Adele Adkins & Paul Epworth[image: External link], songwriters (Adele)





	"All of the Lights[image: External link]"

	
Jeff Bhasker, Stacy Ferguson, Really Doe[image: External link], Kanye West & Malik Yusef[image: External link], songwriters (Kanye West featuring Rihanna, Kid Cudi[image: External link] & Fergie[image: External link])





	"The Cave[image: External link]"

	Ted Dwane, Ben Lovett, Marcus Mumford & Country Winston, songwriters (Mumford & Sons[image: External link])





	" Grenade[image: External link]"

	Brody Brown, Claude Kelly[image: External link], The Smeezingtons[image: External link] & Andrew Wyatt[image: External link], songwriters (Bruno Mars)





	" Holocene[image: External link]"

	
Justin Vernon[image: External link], songwriter (Bon Iver)








	Best New Artist




	Bon Iver

	The Band Perry[image: External link]

	J. Cole[image: External link]

	Nicki Minaj[image: External link]

	Skrillex[image: External link]
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	Best Pop Solo Performance




	"Someone like You" – Adele

	"Yoü and I[image: External link]" – Lady Gaga


	" Grenade[image: External link]" – Bruno Mars


	" Firework[image: External link]" – Katy Perry[image: External link]


	"Fuckin' Perfect[image: External link]" – P!nk





	Best Pop Duo/Group Performance




	"Body and Soul[image: External link]" – Tony Bennett & Amy Winehouse

	" Dearest[image: External link]" – The Black Keys[image: External link]


	" Paradise[image: External link]" – Coldplay


	"Pumped Up Kicks[image: External link]" – Foster the People[image: External link]


	"Moves Like Jagger[image: External link]" – Maroon 5 & Christina Aguilera





	Best Pop Instrumental Album




	The Road from Memphis[image: External link] – Booker T. Jones[image: External link]

	
Wish Upon a Star: A Tribute to the Music of Walt Disney[image: External link] – Jenny Oaks Baker[image: External link]


	
E Kahe Malie – Daniel Ho[image: External link]


	
Hello Tomorrow[image: External link] – Dave Koz[image: External link]


	
Setzer Goes Instru-Mental![image: External link] – Brian Setzer[image: External link]





	Best Pop Vocal Album




	21 – Adele

	
The Lady Killer[image: External link] – Cee Lo Green[image: External link]


	
Born This Way[image: External link] – Lady Gaga


	
Doo-Wops & Hooligans[image: External link] – Bruno Mars


	
Loud[image: External link] – Rihanna
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	Best Dance Recording




	"Scary Monsters and Nice Sprites[image: External link]" – Skrillex[image: External link]




	Sonny Moore, producer & mixer




	"Raise Your Weapon[image: External link]" – deadmau5[image: External link] featuring Greta Svabo Bech

	Joel Zimmerman, producer





	"Barbra Streisand[image: External link]" – Duck Sauce[image: External link]

	
Armand Van Helden[image: External link] & Alain Macklovitch[image: External link], producers; Armand Van Helden & Alain Macklovitch, mixers





	" Sunshine[image: External link]" – David Guetta[image: External link] & Avicii[image: External link]

	Tim Bergling, David Guetta & Giorgio Tuinfort, producers; Tim Bergling, mixer





	"Call Your Girlfriend[image: External link]" – Robyn[image: External link]

	
Klas Åhlund[image: External link] & Billboard, producers; Niklas Flyckt, mixer





	"Save the World[image: External link]" – Swedish House Mafia[image: External link]

	
Steve Angello[image: External link], Axel Hedfors[image: External link] & Sebastian Ingrosso[image: External link], producers; Steve Angello, Axel Hedfors & Sebastian Ingrosso, mixers








	Best Dance/Electronic Album




	Scary Monsters and Nice Sprites[image: External link] – Skrillex[image: External link]

	
Zonoscope[image: External link] – Cut Copy[image: External link]


	
4x4=12[image: External link] – deadmau5[image: External link]


	
Nothing but the Beat[image: External link] – David Guetta[image: External link]


	
Body Talk Pt. 3[image: External link] – Robyn[image: External link]
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	Best Traditional Pop Vocal Album




	Duets II[image: External link] – Tony Bennett

	
The Gift[image: External link] – Susan Boyle


	
In Concert on Broadway[image: External link] – Harry Connick, Jr.[image: External link]


	
Music Is Better Than Words[image: External link] – Seth MacFarlane[image: External link]


	
What Matters Most[image: External link] – Barbra Streisand[image: External link]
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	Best Rock Performance




	" Walk[image: External link]" – Foo Fighters[image: External link]

	"Every Teardrop Is a Waterfall[image: External link]" – Coldplay


	"Down By the Water[image: External link]" – The Decemberists[image: External link]


	"The Cave[image: External link]" – Mumford & Sons[image: External link]


	"Lotus Flower[image: External link]" – Radiohead[image: External link]





	Best Hard Rock/Metal Performance




	"White Limo[image: External link]" – Foo Fighters[image: External link]

	"On the Backs of Angels[image: External link]" – Dream Theater[image: External link]


	"Curl of the Burl[image: External link]" – Mastodon[image: External link]


	"Public Enemy No. 1[image: External link]" – Megadeth[image: External link]


	"Blood in My Eyes[image: External link]" – Sum 41[image: External link]





	Best Rock Song




	
" Walk[image: External link]"-Foo Fighters[image: External link],

	Foo Fighters songwriters





	"The Cave[image: External link]"-Mumford & Sons[image: External link]

	
Mumford & Sons[image: External link], songwriters





	"Down By the Water[image: External link]"-The Decemberists[image: External link]

	
Colin Meloy[image: External link], songwriter





	"Every Teardrop Is a Waterfall[image: External link]"-Coldplay

	
Coldplay, songwriters





	"Lotus Flower[image: External link]"- Radiohead[image: External link],

	Radiohead songwriters








	Best Rock Album




	Wasting Light[image: External link] – Foo Fighters[image: External link]

	
Rock 'n' Roll Party (Honoring Les Paul)[image: External link] – Jeff Beck[image: External link]


	
Come Around Sundown[image: External link] – Kings of Leon


	
I'm With You[image: External link] – Red Hot Chili Peppers[image: External link]


	
The Whole Love[image: External link] – Wilco[image: External link]
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	Best Alternative Music Album




	Bon Iver, Bon Iver[image: External link] – Bon Iver

	
Codes and Keys[image: External link] – Death Cab for Cutie[image: External link]


	
Torches[image: External link] – Foster the People[image: External link]


	
Circuital[image: External link] – My Morning Jacket[image: External link]


	
The King of Limbs[image: External link] – Radiohead[image: External link]
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	Best R&B Performance




	"Is This Love[image: External link]" – Corinne Bailey Rae[image: External link]

	"Far Away[image: External link]" – Marsha Ambrosius[image: External link]


	"Pieces of Me[image: External link]" – Ledisi[image: External link]


	"Not My Daddy[image: External link]" – Kelly Price[image: External link] & Stokley Williams[image: External link]


	"You Are[image: External link]" – Charlie Wilson[image: External link]





	Best Traditional R&B Performance




	"Fool for You[image: External link]" – Cee Lo Green[image: External link] & Melanie Fiona[image: External link]

	"Sometimes I Cry[image: External link]" – Eric Benét[image: External link]


	"Radio Message[image: External link]" – R. Kelly[image: External link]


	"Good Man[image: External link]" – Raphael Saadiq[image: External link]


	"Surrender" – Betty Wright[image: External link] & The Roots[image: External link]





	Best R&B Song




	
"Fool for You[image: External link]"

	Cee Lo Green[image: External link], Melanie Fiona[image: External link], & Jack Splash[image: External link], songwriters (Cee Lo Green featuring Melanie Fiona[image: External link])





	"Far Away[image: External link]"

	
Marsha Ambrosius[image: External link], Sterling Simms[image: External link] & Justin Smith[image: External link], songwriters (Marsha Ambrosius)





	"Not My Daddy[image: External link]"

	
Kelly Price[image: External link], songwriter (Kelly Price featuring Stokley Williams[image: External link])





	"Pieces of Me[image: External link]"

	
Chuck Harmony[image: External link], Claude Kelly[image: External link] & Ledisi[image: External link], songwriters (Ledisi)





	"You Are[image: External link]"

	Dennis Bettis, Carl M. Days, Jr., Wirlie Morris, Charlie Wilson[image: External link] & Mahin Wilson, songwriters (Charlie Wilson)








	Best R&B Album




	F.A.M.E.[image: External link] – Chris Brown[image: External link]

	
Second Chance[image: External link] – El DeBarge[image: External link]


	
Love Letter[image: External link] – R. Kelly[image: External link]


	
Pieces of Me[image: External link] – Ledisi[image: External link]


	
Kelly[image: External link] – Kelly Price[image: External link]
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	Best Rap Performance




	" Otis[image: External link]" – Jay-Z[image: External link] & Kanye West featuring Otis Redding[image: External link]

	"Look at Me Now[image: External link]" – Chris Brown[image: External link], Lil Wayne[image: External link] & Busta Rhymes[image: External link]


	"The Show Goes On[image: External link]" – Lupe Fiasco[image: External link]


	"Moment 4 Life[image: External link]" – Nicki Minaj[image: External link] & Drake[image: External link]


	"Black and Yellow[image: External link]" – Wiz Khalifa





	Best Rap/Sung Collaboration




	"All of the Lights[image: External link]" – Kanye West, Rihanna, Fergie[image: External link] & Kid Cudi[image: External link]

	" Party[image: External link]" – Beyoncé[image: External link] & André 3000[image: External link]


	"I'm On One[image: External link]" – DJ Khaled[image: External link], Drake[image: External link], Rick Ross[image: External link] & Lil Wayne[image: External link]


	"I Need a Doctor[image: External link]" – Dr. Dre[image: External link], Eminem & Skylar Grey[image: External link]


	"What's My Name?[image: External link]" – Rihanna, & Drake[image: External link]


	" Motivation[image: External link]" – Kelly Rowland[image: External link], & Lil Wayne[image: External link]





	Best Rap Song




	
"All of the Lights[image: External link]"

	Jeff Bhasker, Fergie, Really Doe[image: External link], Kanye West & Malik Yusef[image: External link], songwriters (Kanye West featuring Rihanna, Fergie[image: External link] & Kid Cudi[image: External link])





	"Black and Yellow[image: External link]"

	
Wiz Khalifa & Stargate[image: External link], songwriters (Wiz Khalifa)





	"I Need a Doctor[image: External link]"

	
Alex da Kid[image: External link], Dr. Dre[image: External link], Eminem & Skylar Grey[image: External link], songwriters (Dr. Dre featuring Eminem & Skylar Grey)





	"Look at Me Now[image: External link]"

	
Jean Baptiste[image: External link], Chris Brown[image: External link], Ryan Buendia[image: External link], Diplo[image: External link], Lil Wayne[image: External link] & Busta Rhymes[image: External link], songwriters (Chris Brown featuring Lil Wayne & Busta Rhymes)





	" Otis[image: External link]"

	
Jay-Z[image: External link] & Kanye West, songwriters (with James Brown[image: External link], Jimmy Campbell, Reg Connelly[image: External link], Roy Hammond[image: External link], J. Roach, Kirk Robinson & Harry M. Woods[image: External link], songwriters) (Jay-Z & Kanye West) (featuring Otis Redding[image: External link])





	"The Show Goes On[image: External link]"

	Dustin William Brower, Jonathon Keith Brown, Daniel Johnson, Kane & Lupe Fiasco[image: External link], songwriters (with Isaac Brock[image: External link], Dann Gallucci[image: External link] & Eric Judy[image: External link], songwriters) (Lupe Fiasco)








	Best Rap Album




	My Beautiful Dark Twisted Fantasy[image: External link] – Kanye West

	
Watch the Throne[image: External link] – Jay-Z[image: External link] & Kanye West


	
Tha Carter IV[image: External link] – Lil Wayne[image: External link]


	
Lasers[image: External link] – Lupe Fiasco[image: External link]


	
Pink Friday[image: External link] – Nicki Minaj[image: External link]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Country





	Best Country Solo Performance




	" Mean[image: External link]" – Taylor Swift

	"Dirt Road Anthem[image: External link]" – Jason Aldean[image: External link]


	"I'm Gonna Love You Through It[image: External link]" – Martina McBride[image: External link]


	"Honey Bee[image: External link]" – Blake Shelton[image: External link]


	"Mama's Song[image: External link]" – Carrie Underwood





	Best Country Duo/Group Performance




	"Barton Hollow[image: External link]" – The Civil Wars[image: External link]

	"Don't You Wanna Stay[image: External link]" – Jason Aldean[image: External link] & Kelly Clarkson[image: External link]


	"You and Tequila[image: External link]" – Kenny Chesney[image: External link] featuring Grace Potter[image: External link]


	"Are You Gonna Kiss Me or Not[image: External link]" – Thompson Square[image: External link]





	Best Country Song




	
" Mean[image: External link]"

	Taylor Swift, songwriter (Taylor Swift)





	"Are You Gonna Kiss Me or Not[image: External link]"

	
Jim Collins[image: External link] & David Lee Murphy[image: External link], songwriters (Thompson Square[image: External link])





	"God Gave Me You[image: External link]"

	
Dave Barnes[image: External link], songwriter (Blake Shelton[image: External link])





	"Just Fishin'[image: External link]"

	
Casey Beathard[image: External link], Monty Criswell & Ed Hill[image: External link], songwriters (Trace Adkins[image: External link])





	"Threaten Me with Heaven[image: External link]"

	
Vince Gill[image: External link], Amy Grant[image: External link], Will Owsley[image: External link] & Dillon O'Brian, songwriters (Vince Gill)





	"You and Tequila[image: External link]"

	
Matraca Berg[image: External link] & Deana Carter[image: External link], songwriters (Kenny Chesney[image: External link] featuring Grace Potter[image: External link])








	Best Country Album




	Own the Night[image: External link] – Lady Antebellum

	
My Kinda Party[image: External link] – Jason Aldean[image: External link]


	
Chief[image: External link] – Eric Church[image: External link]


	
Red River Blue[image: External link] – Blake Shelton[image: External link]


	
Here for a Good Time[image: External link] – George Strait[image: External link]


	
Speak Now[image: External link] – Taylor Swift
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	Best New Age Album




	What's It All About[image: External link] – Pat Metheny[image: External link]

	
Northern Seas – Al Conti[image: External link]


	
Gaia – Michael Brant DeMaria[image: External link]


	
Wind, Rock, Sea & Flame – Peter Kater[image: External link]


	
Instrumental Oasis, Vol. 6 – Zamora[image: External link]
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	Best Improvised Jazz Solo




	"500 Miles High" – Chick Corea[image: External link]

	"All or Nothing at All" – Randy Brecker[image: External link]


	"You Are My Sunshine" – Ron Carter[image: External link]


	"Work" – Fred Hersch[image: External link]


	"Sonnymoon for Two" – Sonny Rollins[image: External link]





	Best Jazz Vocal Album




	The Mosaic Project[image: External link] – Terri Lyne Carrington[image: External link] & Various Artists

	'Round Midnight – Karrin Allyson[image: External link]


	
The Gate[image: External link] – Kurt Elling[image: External link]


	
American Road – Tierney Sutton[image: External link] (Band)

	
The Music of Randy Newman – Roseanna Vitro[image: External link]





	Best Jazz Instrumental Album




	Forever – Corea, Clarke & White[image: External link]

	
Bond: The Paris Sessions – Gerald Clayton[image: External link]


	
Alone at the Vanguard – Fred Hersch[image: External link]


	
Bird Songs[image: External link] – Joe Lovano[image: External link] & Us Five

	
Road Shows Vol. 2 – Sonny Rollins[image: External link]


	
Timeline[image: External link] – Yellowjackets[image: External link]





	Best Large Jazz Ensemble Album




	The Good Feeling[image: External link] – Christian McBride[image: External link] Big Band

	
The Jazz Ballad Song Book – Randy Brecker[image: External link] with DR Big Band

	
40 Acres and a Burro – Arturo O'Farrill[image: External link] & The Afro Latin Jazz Orchestra

	
Legacy – Gerald Wilson[image: External link] Orchestra

	
Alma Adentro: The Puerto Rican Songbook – Miguel Zenón[image: External link]
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 Gospel/Contemporary Christian





	Best Gospel/Contemporary Christian Music Performance




	"Jesus" – Le'Andria Johnson[image: External link]

	"Do Everything[image: External link]" – Steven Curtis Chapman[image: External link]


	"Alive (Mary Magdalene)" – Natalie Grant[image: External link]


	"Your Love[image: External link]" – Brandon Heath[image: External link]


	"I Lift My Hands[image: External link]" – Chris Tomlin[image: External link]





	Best Gospel Song




	
"Hello Fear[image: External link]"

	Kirk Franklin[image: External link], songwriter (Kirk Franklin)





	"Sitting with Me[image: External link]"

	Gerald Haddon, Tammi Haddon & Mary Mary[image: External link], songwriters (Mary Mary)





	"Spiritual"

	
Donald Lawrence[image: External link], songwriter (Donald Lawrence & Co. featuring Blanche McAllister-Dykes)





	"Trust Me"

	
Richard Smallwood[image: External link], songwriter (Richard Smallwood & Vision)





	"Window"

	
Canton Jones[image: External link], songwriter (Canton Jones)








	Best Contemporary Christian Music Song




	
"Blessings"

	Laura Story[image: External link], songwriter (Laura Story)





	"Hold Me[image: External link]"

	
Jamie Grace[image: External link], Christopher Stevens[image: External link] & TobyMac[image: External link], songwriters (Jamie Grace featuring TobyMac)





	"I Lift My Hands[image: External link]"

	
Louie Giglio[image: External link], Matt Maher[image: External link] & Chris Tomlin[image: External link], songwriters (Chris Tomlin)





	"Strong Enough"

	
Matthew West[image: External link], songwriter (Matthew West)





	"Your Love[image: External link]"

	
Brandon Heath[image: External link] & Jason Ingram, songwriters (Brandon Heath)








	Best Gospel Album




	Hello Fear[image: External link] – Kirk Franklin[image: External link]

	
The Love Album – Kim Burrell[image: External link]


	
The Journey – Andraé Crouch[image: External link]


	
Something Big[image: External link] – Mary Mary[image: External link]


	
Angel & Chanelle (Deluxe Edition) – Trin-i-tee 5:7[image: External link]





	Best Contemporary Christian Music Album




	And If Our God Is for Us...[image: External link] – Chris Tomlin[image: External link]

	
Ghosts Upon the Earth[image: External link] – Gungor[image: External link]


	
Leaving Eden[image: External link] – Brandon Heath[image: External link]


	
The Great Awakening[image: External link] – Leeland[image: External link]


	
What If We Were Real[image: External link] – Mandisa[image: External link]


	
Black & White[image: External link] – Royal Tailor[image: External link]
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 Latin





	Best Latin Pop, Rock or Urban Album




	Drama y Luz[image: External link] – Maná[image: External link]

	
Entren Los Que Quieran[image: External link] – Calle 13[image: External link]


	
Entre La Ciudad Y El Mar – Gustavo Galindo

	
Nuestra – La Vida Bohème[image: External link]


	
Not So Commercial[image: External link] – Los Amigos Invisibles[image: External link]





	Best Regional Mexican or Tejano Album




	Bicentenario – Pepe Aguilar[image: External link]

	
Órale – Mariachi Divas de Cindy Shea[image: External link]


	
Amor A La Musica – Mariachi Los Arrieros Del Valle

	
Eres Un Farsante – Paquita la del Barrio[image: External link]


	
Huevos Rancheros – Joan Sebastian[image: External link]





	Best Banda or Norteño Album




	MTV Unplugged: Los Tigres del Norte and Friends[image: External link] – Los Tigres del Norte[image: External link]

	
Estare Mejor – El Güero y Su Banda Centenario

	
Intocable 2011 – Intocable[image: External link]


	
El Árbol – Los Tucanes de Tijuana[image: External link]


	
No Vengo A Ver Si Puedo ... Si Por Que Puedo Vengo – Michael Salgado[image: External link]





	Best Tropical Latin Album




	The Last Mambo – Cachao[image: External link]

	
Homenaje A Los Rumberos – Edwin Bonilla


	
Mongorama – José Rizo's Mongorama
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 American Roots Music





	Best Americana Album




	Ramble at the Ryman[image: External link] – Levon Helm[image: External link]

	
Emotional Jukebox – Linda Chorney[image: External link]


	
Pull Up Some Dust and Sit Down[image: External link] – Ry Cooder[image: External link]


	
Hard Bargain[image: External link] – Emmylou Harris[image: External link]


	
Blessed[image: External link] – Lucinda Williams[image: External link]





	Best Bluegrass Album




	Paper Airplane[image: External link] – Alison Krauss & Union Station

	
Reason and Rhyme: Bluegrass Songs by Robert Hunter and Jim Lauderdale – Jim Lauderdale[image: External link]


	
Rare Bird Alert[image: External link] – Steve Martin[image: External link] & Steep Canyon Rangers[image: External link]


	
Old Memories: The Songs of Bill Monroe[image: External link] – Del McCoury Band[image: External link]


	
A Mother's Prayer – Ralph Stanley[image: External link]


	
Sleep with One Eye Open – Chris Thile[image: External link] & Michael Daves




	Best Blues Album




	Revelator[image: External link] – Tedeschi Trucks Band[image: External link]

	
Low Country Blues[image: External link] – Gregg Allman[image: External link]


	
Roadside Attractions – Marcia Ball[image: External link]


	
Man in Motion[image: External link] – Warren Haynes[image: External link]


	
The Reflection – Keb Mo




	Best Folk Album




	Barton Hollow[image: External link] – The Civil Wars[image: External link]

	
I'll Never Get Out of This World Alive[image: External link] – Steve Earle[image: External link]


	
Helplessness Blues[image: External link] – Fleet Foxes[image: External link]


	
Ukulele Songs[image: External link] – Eddie Vedder[image: External link]


	
The Harrow & The Harvest[image: External link] – Gillian Welch[image: External link]





	Best Regional Roots Music Album




	Rebirth of New Orleans – Rebirth Brass Band[image: External link]

	
Can't Sit Down – C.J. Chenier[image: External link]


	
Wao Akua: The Forest of the Gods – George Kahumoku, Jr.[image: External link]


	
Grand Isle – Steve Riley & the Mamou Playboys[image: External link]


	
Not Just Another Polka – Jimmy Sturr[image: External link] & His Orchestra
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 Reggae





	Best Reggae Album




	Revelation Pt 1: The Root of Life – Stephen Marley[image: External link]

	
Harlem-Kingston Express Live! – Monty Alexander[image: External link]


	
Reggae Knights – Israel Vibration[image: External link]


	
Wild and Free[image: External link] – Ziggy Marley[image: External link]


	
Summer in Kingston[image: External link] – Shaggy[image: External link]
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 World Music





	Best World Music Album




	Tassili[image: External link] – Tinariwen[image: External link]

	
AfroCubism – AfroCubism

	
Africa for Africa – Femi Kuti[image: External link]


	
Songs from a Zulu Farm – Ladysmith Black Mambazo[image: External link]
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 Children's





	Best Children's Album




	
All About Bullies ... Big and Small – Various Artists Producers Steve Pullara, Jim Cravero, Pat Robinson, Kevin Mackie and Gloria Domina.

	
Are We There Yet? – The Papa Hugs Band

	
Fitness Rock & Roll – Miss Amy[image: External link]


	
GulfAlive – The Banana Plant

	
I Love: Tom T. Hall's Songs of Fox Hollow – Various Artists
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 Spoken Word





	Best Spoken Word Album (Includes Poetry, Audio Books & Story Telling)




	If You Ask Me (And of Course You Won't) – Betty White[image: External link]

	
Bossypants[image: External link] – Tina Fey[image: External link]


	
Fab Fan Memories – The Beatles Bond – Various Artists

	
Hamlet[image: External link] (William Shakespeare) – Dan Donohue & Various Artists – Oregon Shakespeare Festival

	
The Mark of Zorro – Val Kilmer[image: External link] & Cast
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 Comedy





	Best Comedy Album




	Hilarious[image: External link] – Louis C.K.[image: External link]

	
Alpocalypse[image: External link] – "Weird Al" Yankovic[image: External link]


	
Finest Hour[image: External link] – Patton Oswalt[image: External link]


	
Kathy Griffin: 50 & Not Pregnant[image: External link] – Kathy Griffin[image: External link]


	
Turtleneck & Chain[image: External link] – The Lonely Island[image: External link]
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 Musical Show





	Best Musical Theater Album




	
The Book of Mormon: Original Broadway Cast Recording[image: External link]

	Josh Gad[image: External link] & Andrew Rannells[image: External link], principal soloists; Anne Garefino, Robert Lopez, Stephen Oremus[image: External link], Trey Parker[image: External link], Scott Rudin[image: External link] & Matt Stone[image: External link], producers; Robert Lopez, Trey Parker & Matt Stone, composers/lyricists





	
Anything Goes[image: External link] – New Broadway Cast Recording

	
Sutton Foster[image: External link] & Joel Grey[image: External link], principal soloists; Rob Fisher, James Lowe & Joel Moss[image: External link], producers (Cole Porter[image: External link], composer/lyricist)





	
How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying[image: External link] – The 2011 Broadway Cast Recording

	
John Larroquette[image: External link] & Daniel Radcliffe[image: External link], principal soloists; Robert Sher, producer (Frank Loesser, composer/lyricist)
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 Music for Visual Media





	Best Compilation Soundtrack for Visual Media




	
Boardwalk Empire Volume 1: Music from the HBO Original Series[image: External link] – Various Artists

	
Burlesque[image: External link] – Christina Aguilera


	
Glee: The Music, Volume 4[image: External link] – Glee Cast

	
Tangled[image: External link] – Various Artists

	
True Blood[image: External link] Volume 3 – Various Artists




	Best Score Soundtrack for Visual Media




	
The King's Speech[image: External link]

	Alexandre Desplat[image: External link], composer





	
Black Swan[image: External link]

	
Clint Mansell[image: External link], composer





	
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows Part 2[image: External link]

	
Alexandre Desplat[image: External link], composer





	
The Shrine[image: External link]

	
Ryan Shore[image: External link], composer





	
Tron: Legacy[image: External link]

	
Daft Punk, composers








	Best Song Written for Visual Media




	
"I See the Light[image: External link]" (from Tangled[image: External link])

	Alan Menken & Glenn Slater[image: External link], songwriters (Mandy Moore[image: External link] & Zachary Levi[image: External link])





	"Born to Be Somebody[image: External link]" (from Justin Bieber: Never Say Never[image: External link])

	
Diane Warren, songwriter (Justin Bieber)





	"Christmastime Is Killing Us[image: External link]" (from Family Guy[image: External link])

	
Ron Jones[image: External link], Seth MacFarlane[image: External link] & Danny Smith[image: External link], songwriters (Bruce McGill[image: External link] & Seth MacFarlane)





	"So Long[image: External link]" (from Winnie the Pooh[image: External link])

	
Zooey Deschanel[image: External link], songwriter (Zooey Deschanel & M. Ward[image: External link])





	"Where the River Goes[image: External link]" (from Footloose[image: External link])

	
Zac Brown[image: External link], Wyatt Durrette, Drew Pearson & Anne Preven, songwriters (Zac Brown)





	"You Haven't Seen the Last of Me" (from Burlesque[image: External link])

	
Diane Warren, songwriter (Cher)
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 Composing/Arranging





	Best Instrumental Composition




	
"Life in Eleven[image: External link]"

	Béla Fleck[image: External link] & Howard Levy[image: External link], composers (Béla Fleck and the Flecktones[image: External link])





	"Falling Men"

	
John Hollenbeck[image: External link], composer (John Hollenbeck, Daniel Yvinec & Orchestre National de Jazz (ONJ))





	"Hunting Wabbits 3 (Get Off My Lawn)"

	
Gordon Goodwin[image: External link], composer (Gordon Goodwin's Big Phat Band[image: External link])





	"I Talk to the Trees"

	
Randy Brecker[image: External link], composer (Randy Brecker with DR Big Band)





	" Timeline[image: External link]"

	
Russell Ferrante[image: External link], composer ( Yellowjackets[image: External link])








	Best Instrumental Arrangement




	
"Rhapsody in Blue"

	Gordon Goodwin[image: External link], arranger (Gordon Goodwin's Big Phat Band[image: External link])





	"All or Nothing at All"

	Peter Jensen, arranger (Randy Brecker[image: External link] with DR Big Band)





	"In the Beginning"

	
Clare Fischer[image: External link], arranger (The Clare Fischer Big Band)





	"Nasty Dance"

	
Bob Brookmeyer[image: External link], arranger (The Vanguard Jazz Orchestra[image: External link])





	"Song Without Words"

	
Carlos Franzetti[image: External link], arranger (Carlos Franzetti & Allison Brewster Franzetti)








	Best Instrumental Arrangement Accompanying Vocalist(s)




	
"Who Can I Turn To (When Nobody Needs Me)[image: External link]"

	Jorge Calandrelli[image: External link], arranger (Tony Bennett & Queen Latifah[image: External link])





	"Ao Mar"

	
Vince Mendoza[image: External link], arranger (Vince Mendoza)





	"Moon Over Bourbon Street"

	Rob Mathes, arranger (Sting & Royal Philharmonic Concert Orchestra[image: External link])





	"On Broadway"

	Kevin Axt, Ray Brinker, Trey Henry, Christian Jacob[image: External link] & Tierney Sutton[image: External link], arrangers (The Tierney Sutton Band[image: External link])





	"The Windmills of Your Mind"

	
William A. Ross[image: External link], arranger (Barbra Streisand[image: External link])
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 Package





	Best Recording Package




	
Scenes from The Suburbs[image: External link]

	Vincent Morisset, art director (Arcade Fire)





	
Chickenfoot III[image: External link]

	Todd Gallopo, art director ( Chickenfoot[image: External link])





	
Good Luck & True Love

	Sarah Dodds & Shauna Dodds, art directors (Reckless Kelly[image: External link])





	
Rivers and Homes

	
Jonathan Dagan[image: External link], art director ( J.Viewz[image: External link])





	
Watch the Throne[image: External link]

	
Virgil Abloh[image: External link], art director ( Jay-Z[image: External link] & Kanye West)








	Best Boxed or Special Limited Edition Package




	
The Promise: The Darkness on the Edge of Town Story[image: External link]

	Dave Bett & Michelle Holme, art directors (Bruce Springsteen)





	
The King of Limbs[image: External link]

	Donald Twain & Zachariah Wildwood, art directors ( Radiohead[image: External link])





	
25th Anniversary Music Box

	Matt Taylor & Ellen Wakayama, art directors (Danny Elfman[image: External link] & Tim Burton[image: External link])





	
25 Years

	James Spindler, art director (Sting)





	
Wingless Angels (Deluxe Edition)

	David Gorman, art director (Wingless Angels[image: External link])
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 Notes





	Best Album Notes




	
Hear Me Howling!: Blues, Ballads & Beyond as Recorded by the San Francisco Bay by Chris Strachwitz[image: External link] in the 1960s

	Adam Machado, album notes writer (Various Artists)





	
The Bang Years 1966–1968

	
Neil Diamond[image: External link], album notes writer (Neil Diamond)





	
The Bristol Sessions, 1927–1928: The Big Bang of Country Music

	Ted Olson & Tony Russell, album notes writers (Various Artists)





	
Complete Mythology

	Ken Shipley, album notes writer (Syl Johnson[image: External link])





	
The Music City Story: Street Corner Doo Wop, Raw R&B and Soulful Sounds from Berkeley, California 1950–75

	Alec Palao, album notes writer (Various Artists)
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 Historical





	Best Historical Album




	
Band on the Run[image: External link] (Paul McCartney Archive Collection – Deluxe Edition)

	Paul McCartney[image: External link], compilation producer; Sam Okell & Steve Rooke, mastering engineers (Paul McCartney & Wings)





	
The Bristol Sessions, 1927–1928: The Big Bang of Country Music

	Christopher C. King & Ted Olson, compilation producers; Christopher C. King & Chris Zwarg, mastering engineers (Various Artists)





	
Complete Mythology

	Tom Lunt, Rob Sevier & Ken Shipley, compilation producers; Jeff Lipton, mastering engineer (Syl Johnson[image: External link])





	
Hear Me Howling!: Blues, Ballads & Beyond as Recorded by the San Francisco Bay by Chris Strachwitz in the 1960s

	
Chris Strachwitz[image: External link], compilation producer; Mike Cogan, mastering engineer (Various Artists)





	
Young Man with the Big Beat: The Complete '56 Elvis Presley Masters

	Ernst Mikael Jorgensen, compilation producer; Vic Anesini, mastering engineer (Elvis Presley)
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 Production





	Best Engineered Album, Non-Classical




	
Paper Airplane[image: External link]

	Mike Shipley[image: External link], engineer; Brad Blackwood, mastering engineer (Alison Krauss & Union Station)





	
Follow Me Down

	Brandon Bell & Gary Paczosa[image: External link], engineers; Sangwook "Sunny" Nam & Doug Sax, mastering engineers (Sarah Jarosz[image: External link])





	
The Harrow & The Harvest[image: External link]

	Matt Andrews, engineer; Stephen Marcussen[image: External link], mastering engineer (Gillian Welch[image: External link])





	
Music Is Better Than Words[image: External link]

	Rich Breen & Frank Filipetti[image: External link], engineers; Bob Ludwig, mastering engineer (Seth MacFarlane[image: External link])





	
The Next Right Thing[image: External link]

	Kevin Killen, Brendan Muldowney & John Shyloski, engineers; John Shyloski, mastering engineer (Seth Glier[image: External link])








	Producer of the Year, Non-Classical




	
Paul Epworth[image: External link]

	"Call It What You Want[image: External link]" (Foster the People[image: External link]) (T)








	

	"I Would Do Anything for You" (Foster the People) (T)

	"I'll Be Waiting" (Adele) (T)

	"Life on the Nickel" (Foster the People) (T)

	"No One's Gonna Love You[image: External link]" (Cee Lo Green[image: External link]) (S)

	"Rolling in the Deep" (Adele) (T)








	
Danger Mouse[image: External link]

	
Meyrin Fields EP[image: External link] (Broken Bells[image: External link]) (S)

	
Rome[image: External link] (Danger Mouse & Daniele Luppi[image: External link]) (A)





	
The Smeezingtons[image: External link]

	
Doo-Wops & Hooligans[image: External link] (Bruno Mars) (A)

	"If I Was You (OMG)[image: External link]" (Far East Movement[image: External link] featuring Snoop Dogg[image: External link]) (T)

	" Lighters[image: External link]" (Bad Meets Evil[image: External link] featuring Bruno Mars) (T)

	" Mirror[image: External link]" (Lil Wayne[image: External link] featuring Bruno Mars) (T)

	" Rocketeer[image: External link]" (Far East Movement featuring Ryan Tedder) (T)





	
Ryan Tedder

	"Brighter Than the Sun[image: External link]" (Colbie Caillat[image: External link]) (T)

	"Favorite Song[image: External link]" (Colbie Caillat featuring Common) (T)

	"I Remember Me[image: External link]" (Jennifer Hudson[image: External link]) (T)

	"I Was Here[image: External link]" ( Beyoncé[image: External link]) (T)

	"Not Over You[image: External link]" (Gavin DeGraw[image: External link]) (S)

	"#1Nite (One Night)[image: External link]" (Cobra Starship[image: External link]) (S)

	"Rumour Has It" (Adele) (T)

	" Sweeter[image: External link]" (Gavin DeGraw) (T)

	"Who's That Boy[image: External link]" (Demi Lovato[image: External link] featuring Dev[image: External link]) (T)





	
Butch Vig[image: External link]

	
Wasting Light[image: External link] (Foo Fighters[image: External link]) (A)








	Best Remixed Recording




	
" Cinema[image: External link]" (Skrillex Remix)

	Skrillex[image: External link], remixer (Benny Benassi[image: External link] & Gary Go[image: External link])





	" Collide[image: External link]" (Afrojack Remix)

	
Afrojack[image: External link], remixer (Leona Lewis & Avicii[image: External link])





	"End of Line[image: External link]" (Photek Remix)

	
Photek[image: External link], remixer (Daft Punk)





	"Only Girl (In the World)[image: External link]" (Rosabel Club Mix)

	
Rosabel[image: External link], remixers (Rihanna)





	" Rope[image: External link]" (deadmau5 Mix)

	
deadmau5[image: External link], remixer (Foo Fighters[image: External link])
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 Production, Surround Sound





	Best Surround Sound Album




	Layla and Other Assorted Love Songs[image: External link] (Super Deluxe Edition)

	Elliot Scheiner[image: External link], surround mix engineer; Bob Ludwig, surround mastering engineer; Bill Levenson & Elliot Scheiner[image: External link], surround producers (Derek and the Dominos[image: External link])

	
An Evening with Dave Grusin

	Frank Filipetti & Eric Schilling, surround mix engineers; Frank Filipetti, surround mastering engineer; Phil Ramone, surround producer (Various Artists)





	
Grace for Drowning[image: External link]

	
Steven Wilson[image: External link], surround mix engineer; Paschal Byrne, surround mastering engineer; Steven Wilson, surround producer (Steven Wilson)





	
Kind

	Morten Lindberg, surround mix engineer; Morten Lindberg, surround mastering engineer; Morten Lindberg, surround producer (Kjetil Almenning, Ensemble 96 & Nidaros String Quartet)





	
Spohr: String Sextet in C Major, Op. 140 & Nonet in F Major, Op. 31

	Andreas Spreer, surround mix engineer; Robin Schmidt & Andreas Spreer, surround mastering engineer; Andreas Spreer, surround producer (Camerata Freden)
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 Production, Classical





	Best Engineered Album, Classical



Aldridge: Elmer Gantry


	Byeong-Joon Hwang & John Newton, engineers; Jesse Lewis, mastering engineer (William Boggs, Keith Phares, Patricia Risley, Vale Rideout, Frank Kelley, Heather Buck, Florentine Opera Chorus[image: External link] & Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra[image: External link])




	
Glazunov: Complete Concertos

	Richard King, engineer (José Serebrier[image: External link], Alexey Serov, Wen-Sinn Yang, Alexander Romanovsky[image: External link], Rachel Barton Pine[image: External link], Marc Chisson & Russian National Orchestra[image: External link])





	
Mackey: Lonely Motel – Music From Slide

	Tom Lazarus, Mat Lejeune, Bill Maylone & Jon Zacks, engineers; Joe Lambert, mastering engineer (Rinde Eckert, Steven Mackey[image: External link] & Eighth Blackbird[image: External link])[18]






	
Rachmaninov: Piano Concertos Nos. 3 & 4

	Arne Akselberg, engineer (Leif Ove Andsnes[image: External link], Antonio Pappano[image: External link] & London Symphony Orchestra[image: External link])





	
Weinberg: Symphony No. 3 & Suite No. 4 From 'The Golden Key'

	Torbjörn Samuelsson, engineer (Thord Svedlund & Gothenburg Symphony Orchestra[image: External link])








	Producer of the Year, Classical



Judith Sherman


	

	Adams: Son of Chamber Symphony; String Quartet (John Adams, St. Lawrence String Quartet & International Contemporary Ensemble)

	Capricho Latino (Rachel Barton Pine)

	85th Birthday Celebration (Claude Frank)

	Insects & Paper Airplanes – Chamber Music of Lawrence Dillon (Daedalus Quartet & Benjamin Hochman)

	Midnight Frolic – The Broadway Theater Music of Louis A. Hirsch (Rick Benjamin & Paragon Ragtime Orchestra)

	Notable Women – Trios by Today's Female Composers (Lincoln Trio)

	The Soviet Experience, Vol. 1 – String Quartets by Dmitri Shostakovich & His Contemporaries (Pacifica Quartet)

	Speak! (Anthony De Mare)

	State of the Art – The American Brass Quintet at 50 (The American Brass Quintet)

	Steve Reich: WTC 9/11; Mallet Quartet; Dance Patterns (Kronos Quartet, Steve Reich Musicians & So Percussion)

	Winging It – Piano Music of John Corigliano (Ursula Oppens[image: External link])








	Blanton Alspaugh

	Aldridge: Elmer Gantry (William Boggs, Keith Phares, Patricia Risley, Vale Rideout, Frank Kelley, Heather Buck, Florentine Opera Chorus & Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra)

	Beethoven: Complete Piano Sonatas (Peter Takács)

	Osterfield: Rocky Streams (Paul Osterfield, Todd Waldecker & Various Artists)





	
Manfred Eicher[image: External link]

	Bach: Concertos & Sinfonias for Oboe; Ich Hatte Viel Bekümmernis (Heinz Holliger, Eric Höbarth & Camerata Bern)

	Hymns & Prayers (Gidon Kremer & Kremerata Baltica)

	Manto & Madrigals (Thomas Zehetmair & Ruth Killius)

	Songs of Ascension (Meredith Monk & Vocal Ensemble, Todd Reynolds Quartet, The M6 & Montclair State University Singers)

	Tchaikovsky/Kissine: Piano Trios (Gidon Kremer, Giedre Dirvanauskaite & Khatia Buniatishvili)

	A Worcester Ladymass (Trio Mediaeval)





	
David Frost[image: External link]

	Chicago Symphony Orchestra Brass Live (Chicago Symphony Orchestra Brass)

	Mackey: Lonely Motel – Music from Slide (Rinde Eckert, Steven Mackey & Eighth Blackbird)

	Prayers & Alleluias (Kenneth Dake)

	Sharon Isbin & Friends – Guitar Passions (Sharon Isbin & Various Artists)





	Peter Rutenberg

	Brahms: Ein Deutsches Requiem, Op. 45 (Patrick Dupré Quigley[image: External link], James K. Bass, Seraphic Fire[image: External link] & Professional Choral Institute)

	The Vanishing Nordic Chorale (Philip Spray & Musik Ekklesia)
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 Classical





	Best Orchestral Performance



"Brahms: Symphony No. 4"


	Gustavo Dudamel[image: External link], conductor (Los Angeles Philharmonic[image: External link])




	"Bowen: Symphonies Nos. 1 & 2"

	
Andrew Davis[image: External link], conductor (BBC Philharmonic[image: External link])





	"Haydn: Symphonies 104, 88 & 101"

	
Nicholas McGegan[image: External link], conductor (Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra[image: External link])





	"Henze: Symphonies Nos. 3–5"

	
Marek Janowski[image: External link], conductor (Rundfunk-Sinfonieorchester Berlin[image: External link])





	Martinu: The 6 Symphonies

	
Jirí Belohlávek[image: External link], conductor (BBC Symphony Orchestra[image: External link])








	Best Opera Recording



"Adams: Doctor Atomic"


	Alan Gilbert[image: External link], conductor; Meredith Arwady, Sasha Cooke, Richard Paul Fink, Gerald Finley[image: External link], Thomas Glenn[image: External link] & Eric Owens; Jay David Saks, producer (Metropolitan Opera Orchestra; Metropolitan Opera Chorus)




	"Britten: Billy Budd"

	Mark Elder, conductor; John Mark Ainsley, Phillip Ens, Jacques Imbrailo, Darren Jeffery[image: External link], Iain Paterson[image: External link] & Matthew Rose; James Whitbourn, producer (London Philharmonic Orchestra; Glyndebourne Chorus)





	"Rautavaara: Kaivos"

	Hannu Lintu, conductor; Jaakko Kortekangas, Hannu Niemelä, Johanna Rusanen-Kartano & Mati Turi; Seppo Siirala, producer (Tampere Philharmonic Orchestra; Kaivos Chorus)





	"Verdi: La Traviata"

	Antonio Pappano, conductor; Joseph Calleja, Renée Fleming & Thomas Hampson; James Whitbourn, producer (Orchestra of the Royal Opera House; Royal Opera Chorus)





	"Vivaldi: Ercole Sul Termodonte"

	Fabio Biondi, conductor; Romina Basso, Patrizia Ciofi, Diana Damrau, Joyce DiDonato, Vivica Genaux, Philippe Jaroussky, Topi Lehtipuu & Rolando Villazón; Daniel Zalay, producer (Europa Galante; Coro Da Camera Santa Cecilia Di Borgo San Lorenzo)








	Best Choral Performance



"Light & Gold"


	Eric Whitacre, conductor (Christopher Glynn[image: External link] & Hila Plitmann; The King's Singers, Laudibus, Pavão Quartet & The Eric Whitacre Singers)




	"Beyond All Mortal Dreams – American A Cappella"

	Stephen Layton, conductor (Choir of Trinity College Cambridge)





	"Brahms: Ein Deutsches Requiem, Op. 45"

	
Patrick Dupré Quigley[image: External link], conductor; James K. Bass, chorus master (Justin Blackwell, Scott Allen Jarrett, Paul Max Tipton & Teresa Wakim; Professional Choral Institute & Seraphic Fire[image: External link])





	"Kind"

	Kjetil Almenning, conductor (Nidaros String Quartet; Ensemble 96)





	"The Natural World of Pelle Gudmundsen-Holmgreen"

	Paul Hillier, conductor (Ars Nova Copenhagen)








	Best Small Ensemble Performance



"Mackey: Lonely Motel – Music from Slide" – Rinde Eckert & Steven Mackey; Eighth Blackbird


	"Frank: Hilos" – Gabriela Lena Frank; ALIAS Chamber Ensemble

	"The Kingdoms of Castille – Richard Savino, conductor; El Mundo

	"A Seraphic Fire Christmas" – Patrick Dupré Quigley[image: External link], conductor; Seraphic Fire

	"Sound the Bells!" – The Bay Brass




	Best Classical Instrumental Solo



"Schwantner: Concerto for Percussion & Orchestra"


	Giancarlo Guerrero, conductor; Christopher Lamb (Nashville Symphony)




	"Chinese Recorder Concertos – East Meets West"

	Lan Shui, conductor; Michala Petri (Copenhagen Philharmonic)





	"Rachmaninov: Piano Concerto No. 2 in C Minor, Op. 18; Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini"

	Claudio Abbado, Yuja Wang (Mahler Chamber Orchestra)





	"Rachmaninov: Piano Concertos Nos. 3 & 4"

	Leif Ove Andsnes, Antonio Pappano (London Symphony Orchestra)





	"Winging It – Piano Music of John Corigliano"

	Ursula Oppens








	Best Classical Vocal Solo



"Diva Divo"


	Joyce DiDonato (Kazushi Ono; Orchestre De L'Opéra National De Lyon; Choeur De L'Opéra National De Lyon)




	"Grieg/Thommessen: Veslemøy Synsk"

	Marianne Beate Kielland (Nils Anders Mortensen)





	"Handel: Cleopatra"

	Natalie Dessay (Emmanuelle Haïm; Le Concert D'Astrée)





	"Purcell: O Solitude"

	Andreas Scholl (Stefano Montanari; Christophe Dumaux[image: External link]; Accademia Bizantina)





	"Three Baroque Tenors"

	Ian Bostridge (Bernard Labadie; Mark Bennett, Andrew Clarke, Sophie Daneman[image: External link], Alberto Grazzi, Jonathan Gunthorpe, Benjamin Hulett & Madeline Shaw; The English Concert)








	Best Contemporary Classical Composition[image: External link]



"Aldridge, Robert: Elmer Gantry[image: External link]" – Robert Aldridge[image: External link] & Herschel Garfein[image: External link]


	"Crumb, George: The Ghosts of Alhambra" – George Crumb

	"Friedman, Jefferson: String Quartet No. 3" – Jefferson Friedman

	"Mackey, Steven: Lonely Motel – Music From Slide" – Steven Mackey

	"Ruders, Poul: Piano Concerto No. 2" – Poul Ruders
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	Best Short Form Music Video




	
"Rolling in the Deep" – Adele

	Sam Brown, video director; Hannah Chandler, video producer





	"Yes I Know" – Memory Tapes[image: External link]

	Eric Epstein, video director & video producer





	"All Is Not Lost[image: External link]" – OK Go[image: External link]

	Itamar Kubovy, Damian Kulash[image: External link] & Trish Sie[image: External link], video directors; Shirley Moyers, video producer





	"Lotus Flower[image: External link]" – Radiohead[image: External link]

	
Garth Jennings[image: External link], video director & video producer





	"First of the Year (Equinox)[image: External link]" – Skrillex[image: External link]

	Tony Truand, video director; Noah Klein, video producer





	"Perform This Way[image: External link]" – "Weird Al" Yankovic[image: External link]

	"Weird Al" Yankovic, video director; Cisco Newman, video producer








	Best Long Form Music Video




	
Foo Fighters: Back and Forth[image: External link] – Foo Fighters[image: External link]

	James Moll, video director; James Moll & Nigel Sinclair, video producers





	
I Am... World Tour[image: External link] – Beyoncé[image: External link]

	Beyoncé, Ed Burke & Frank Gatson, Jr., video directors; Beyoncé & Camille Yorrick, video producers





	
Talihina Sky: The Story of Kings of Leon[image: External link] – Kings of Leon

	Stephen C. Mitchell, video director; Casey McGrath, video producer





	
Beats, Rhymes & Life: The Travels of a Tribe Called Quest[image: External link] – A Tribe Called Quest[image: External link]

	
Michael Rapaport[image: External link], video director; Robert Benavides, Debra Koffler, Eric Matthies, Frank Mele, Edward Parks & A Tribe Called Quest, video producers





	
Nine Types of Light[image: External link] – TV on the Radio[image: External link]

	
Tunde Adebimpe[image: External link], video director; Michelle An & Braj, video producers
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	MusiCares Person of the Year[image: External link]




	Paul McCartney[image: External link]




	President's Merit Award




	
Sir Richard Branson[image: External link][19]





	
Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award[image: External link][20]





	Allman Brothers Band[image: External link]

	Glen Campbell

	Tom Jobim[image: External link]

	Roy Haynes[image: External link]

	George Jones[image: External link]

	The Memphis Horns[image: External link]

	Diana Ross[image: External link]

	Gil Scott-Heron[image: External link]




	Grammy Trustees Award[image: External link]




	Dave Bartholomew[image: External link]

	Steve Jobs[image: External link]

	Rudy Van Gelder[image: External link]




	Technical Grammy Award[image: External link]




	Roger Nichols[image: External link]

	Celemony[image: External link]
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 Artists with multiple nominations and awards







	
The following artists received multiple nominations:


	Seven: Kanye West


	Six: Adele, Bruno Mars, Foo Fighters[image: External link]


	Five: Lil Wayne[image: External link], Radiohead[image: External link], Skrillex[image: External link]


	Four: Bon Iver, Drake[image: External link], Jay-Z[image: External link], Mumford & Sons[image: External link], Nicki Minaj[image: External link], Rihanna


	Three: Blake Shelton[image: External link], Brandon Heath[image: External link], Cee Lo Green[image: External link], Chris Brown[image: External link], Chris Tomlin[image: External link], Coldplay, Deadmau5[image: External link], Fergie[image: External link], Jason Aldean[image: External link], Kelly Price[image: External link], Lady Gaga, Ledisi[image: External link], Lupe Fiasco[image: External link], Taylor Swift, Eminem


	Two: Alexandre Desplat[image: External link], Beyoncé[image: External link], Charlie Wilson[image: External link], Christina Aguilera, Daft Punk, David Guetta[image: External link], Dr. Dre[image: External link], Foster the People[image: External link], Gillian Welch[image: External link], Katy Perry[image: External link], Kenny Chesney[image: External link], Kirk Franklin[image: External link], Kings of Leon, Marsha Ambrosius[image: External link], Mary Mary[image: External link], Robyn[image: External link], R. Kelly[image: External link], Seth MacFarlane[image: External link], Skylar Grey[image: External link], Thompson Square[image: External link], The Civil Wars[image: External link], Tony Bennett, "Weird Al" Yankovic[image: External link], Wiz Khalifa, Afrojack[image: External link]





	
The following artists received multiple awards:


	Six: Adele


	Five: Foo Fighters[image: External link]


	Four: Kanye West


	Three: Skrillex[image: External link]


	Two: Tony Bennett, Bon Iver, Cee Lo Green[image: External link], Kirk Franklin[image: External link], Fergie[image: External link], The Civil Wars[image: External link], Taylor Swift, Rihanna, Kid Cudi[image: External link]
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 In Memoriam




Amy Winehouse, Nick Ashford[image: External link], Phoebe Snow[image: External link], Jerry Leiber[image: External link], Steve Jobs[image: External link], Heavy D[image: External link], Sylvia Robinson[image: External link], Nate Dogg[image: External link], M-Bone[image: External link], Jimmy Castor[image: External link], George Shearing[image: External link], Roger Williams[image: External link], Ray Bryant[image: External link], Gil Cates[image: External link], Fred Steiner[image: External link], Dobie Gray[image: External link], Ferlin Husky[image: External link], Larry Butler[image: External link], Wilma Lee Cooper[image: External link], Harley Allen[image: External link], Liz Anderson[image: External link], Charlie Craig[image: External link], Barbara Orbison[image: External link], Frank DiLeo[image: External link], Steve Popovich[image: External link], Tal Herzberg, Bruce Jackson[image: External link], Johnny Otis[image: External link], Benny Spellman[image: External link], Don DeVito[image: External link], Roger Nichols[image: External link], Stan Ross[image: External link], Joe Arroyo[image: External link], Facundo Cabral[image: External link], Marv Tarplin[image: External link], Esther Gordy Edwards[image: External link], Carl Gardner[image: External link], Cornell Dupree[image: External link], Jerry Ragovoy[image: External link], Gene McDaniels[image: External link], Joe Morello[image: External link], Gil Bernal[image: External link], Frank Foster[image: External link], Ralph MacDonald[image: External link], Leonard Dillon[image: External link], Clare Fischer[image: External link], Bert Jansch[image: External link], Andrew Gold[image: External link], Bill Morrissey[image: External link], Warren Hellman[image: External link], Hazel Dickens[image: External link], Gary Moore[image: External link], Gerard Smith[image: External link], Doyle Bramhall[image: External link], Pinetop Perkins[image: External link], Hubert Sumlin[image: External link], David "Honeyboy" Edwards[image: External link], Camilla Williams[image: External link], Milton Babbitt[image: External link], David Mason[image: External link], Andy Kazdin, Alex Steinweiss[image: External link], Bill Johnson, Jessy Dixon[image: External link], Don Butler, Clarence Clemons[image: External link] and Whitney Houston.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ Jon Weisman, Grammy Awards Set for Jan. 26[image: External link], Los Angeles Times, May 13, 2013


	
^ LL Cool J To Host 54th Annual GRAMMY Awards[image: External link]


	
^ Recording Academy, CBS enter 10-year Grammy deal[image: External link], Associated Press, June 21, 2011


	
^ "Jason Aldean, Lady Gaga To Perform At "The GRAMMY Nominations Concert Live!!" "[image: External link]. GRAMMY.com. October 25, 2011. Retrieved November 18, 2011.


	
^ Montgomery, James. "Grammy Nominations: The Biggest Shocks And Snubs"[image: External link]. MTV. Retrieved December 15, 2012.


	
^ Mervis, Scott (December 1, 2011). "Grammys stumble with Kanye West album snub"[image: External link]. Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. Retrieved December 15, 2012.


	
^ a b c "Grammy.com"[image: External link]. National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences. February 12, 2012. Retrieved February 12, 2012.


	
^ "Paul McCartney Is 2012 MusiCares Person Of The Year"[image: External link]. GRAMMY.com. Retrieved November 18, 2011.


	
^ a b GRAMMY Pre-Telecast Ceremony To Stream Live Internationally[image: External link]


	
^ Architect Frank Gehry Creates Official Artwork for the 54th Annual Grammy[image: External link], Grammy.org December 8, 2011


	
^ Grammys 2012: Whitney Houston tribute to be sung by Jennifer Hudson[image: External link]


	
^ "Adele wins 6 Grammys, including record of the year"[image: External link]. The Clarion-Ledger[image: External link]. Gannett Company[image: External link]. February 12, 2012. Retrieved February 12, 2012.


	
^ Braiker, Brian; Alston, Joshua (February 13, 2012). "Grammys 2012 – as it happened"[image: External link]. Guardian. London. Retrieved March 6, 2012.


	
^ "Whitney Houston Tragic Grammys Draw 39.9 Million Viewers, Second Most Watched Ever"[image: External link]. Deadline.com. February 13, 2012. Retrieved February 14, 2012.


	
^ The Beach Boys To Reunite At 54th GRAMMY Awards[image: External link]


	
^ Chianca, Pete (February 13, 2012). "Grammy disappointment: Tribute to Clarence Clemons was scrapped, says report | Blogness on the Edge of Town Massachusetts"[image: External link]. Blogs.wickedlocal.com. Retrieved January 14, 2014.


	
^ "Complete List of Nominees for the 54th Annual Grammy Awards | E! Online UK"[image: External link]. Ca.eonline.com. November 30, 2011. Retrieved January 14, 2014.


	
^ 54th Annual GRAMMY Awards Nominees And Winners - Engineer Field[image: External link], Grammy.com


	
^ The Recording Academy, Clive Davis Partner For Pre-GRAMMY Gala[image: External link]


	
^ Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award Announces[image: External link]







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	NARAS[image: External link]

	CBS GRAMMY Site[image: External link]





Categories[image: External link]:

	Grammy Awards ceremonies[image: External link]

	2012 in American music[image: External link]

	2012 awards in the United States[image: External link]

	2012 music awards[image: External link]

	2012 in Los Angeles[image: External link]














This page was last edited on 13 May 2017, at 16:32.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article 54Th Annual Grammy Awards: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/54th_Annual_Grammy_Awards [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=54th_Annual_Grammy_Awards [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Achievements

	2 Recipients

	3 References

	4 External links





Grammy Award for Album of the Year






The Grammy Award for Album of the Year is presented by the National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences of the United States to "honor artistic achievement, technical proficiency and overall excellence in the recording industry, without regard to album sales or chart position."[1] Album of the Year is the most prestigious award category at the Grammys having been presented since 1959[image: External link].

Although it was originally presented to the artist alone, the award is now presented to the main artist, the featured artist(s), the producer, the engineer and/or mixer and the mastering engineer. In 1962[image: External link], the award name was extended to Album of the Year (other than classical) but, in 1965[image: External link], the shorter name returned. It was not until 1968[image: External link], 1969[image: External link], 1999[image: External link], 2011[image: External link], and 2014[image: External link] that the award was won by a rock, country, hip hop[image: External link], indie[image: External link], or electronic music[image: External link] album respectively. As of 2012[image: External link], classical albums are eligible for this award, with the award for Best Classical Album[image: External link] being discontinued (although no classical album has been nominated in this category since).



TOP
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 Achievements




Frank Sinatra, Stevie Wonder, Paul Simon[image: External link] (as performers), Daniel Lanois[image: External link], Ryan Tedder (as record producers), and Bob Ludwig, Tom Coyne (as mastering engineers) & Tom Elmhirst (as an engineer/mixer) are the biggest winners in this category with three victories each. Ludwig is the only person to win the award three consecutive years (2013–2015). Paul McCartney[image: External link] leads all performers with nine nominations: five as a member of The Beatles, three for solo albums, and one as a member of Wings. Sinatra leads solo performers with eight nominations, seven for solo albums and one for a duet album. McCartney and Simon are the only artists with nominations in every decade from the 1960s to the 2000s.

The first woman to win the award was Judy Garland in 1961, for Judy at Carnegie Hall. Taylor Swift and Adele are the only women to win the award more than once for their own albums (winning for Fearless and 1989 and 21 and 25 respectively, Swift was also previously nominated for Red[image: External link]). In addition, Lauryn Hill, Norah Jones and Alison Krauss are all tied with Swift and Adele with two wins overall, each winning as lead artist for their respective albums, The Miseducation of Lauryn Hill, Come Away with Me and Raising Sand (Krauss' collaboration album with Robert Plant[image: External link]); Hill won her second as a producer of her collaboration on Santana's Supernatural (featured artists on non-soundtrack albums did not share in the award before 2008), while the other two also won as featured artists (Jones on Herbie Hancock's River: The Joni Letters and Krauss on the O Brother, Where Art Thou? soundtrack). Also, for their own albums, besides Swift and Adele, only two female artists have received nominations after previously winning (Bonnie Raitt nominated again for Luck of the Draw[image: External link] and Longing in Their Hearts[image: External link], after winning previously for Nick of Time, and Barbra Streisand[image: External link] nominated again for People[image: External link], My Name Is Barbra[image: External link], Color Me Barbra[image: External link], Guilty[image: External link] and The Broadway Album[image: External link], after winning previously for The Barbra Streisand Album).

Taylor Swift is also the youngest main artist to win in the category, winning for Fearless in 2010 at the age of 20. The Peasall Sisters[image: External link], Sarah, Hannah and Leah, are the category's youngest credited winners, winning for their contributions to the O Brother, Where Art Thou? soundtrack at the ages of 13, 9, and 7 respectively. Leah Peasall is the youngest winner of any Grammy in any category.[2] The youngest person to make an appearance on an Album of the Year is Stevie Wonder's daughter Aisha Morris who appeared on "Isn't She Lovely?[image: External link]" off the album Songs in the Key of Life as an infant.

The Beatles' Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band was the first album by a rock and roll[image: External link] artist to win, Glen Campbell's By The Time I Get To Phoenix[image: External link] was the first by a country[image: External link] artist, Lauryn Hill's The Miseducation of Lauryn Hill the first by a hip hop[image: External link] artist, Arcade Fire's The Suburbs the first by an indie rock[image: External link] artist, and Daft Punk's Random Access Memories the first by an electronic music[image: External link] artist.

Only two artists have won the award in two consecutive years, Frank Sinatra and Stevie Wonder. Sinatra had wins in 1966 and 1967 and Wonder followed with wins in 1974 and 1975. (Lauryn Hill also won as a producer in 2000, after winning previously in 1999 as an artist and producer.) Wonder and Sinatra both won the most Grammys for Album of the Year within a decade. Sinatra had wins in 1960, 1966 and 1967, while Wonder had wins in 1974, 1975 and 1977.

Frank Sinatra, The Beatles, Barbra Streisand, Kanye West, and Lady Gaga are the only artists to receive three consecutive nominations in this category, with Gaga and Kanye West being the only solo artists to receive this nomination for their first three albums. Additionally, The Beatles hold the record for most consecutive years being nominated for Album of the Year, with five.

To date, there have been two "live" albums to win the award: Judy at Carnegie Hall and The Concert for Bangladesh, though two "MTV Unplugged[image: External link]" albums (Eric Clapton's and Tony Bennett[image: External link]'s) have won the award as well, which were performed in front of an intimate, live audience. One television soundtrack recording was also the very first recipient: The Music from Peter Gunn. Two comedy albums have also triumphed in this category: The Button-Down Mind of Bob Newhart and The First Family. There have been three soundtrack compilation albums that have been successful, as well: Saturday Night Fever, The Bodyguard (though only Whitney Houston won for it as an artist) and O Brother, Where Art Thou?.

As of 2017, only six artists have won Album of the Year more than once as the main credited artist: Frank Sinatra (1960, 1966, 1967), Stevie Wonder (1974, 1975, 1977), Paul Simon (1976, 1987), U2 (1988, 2006), Taylor Swift (2010, 2016) and Adele (2012, 2017). Sinatra and Wonder both won the award three times as the main credited artist.[3]
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	Year[I]
	Winner(s)
	Work
	Nominees
	Ref.



	1959[image: External link]
	Mancini, HenryHenry Mancini
	The Music from Peter Gunn
	

	Come Fly with Me[image: External link] – Frank Sinatra

	Ella Fitzgerald Sings the Irving Berlin Songbook[image: External link] – Ella Fitzgerald

	Frank Sinatra Sings for Only the Lonely[image: External link] – Frank Sinatra

	Tchaikovsky: Concerto No. 1 in B Flat Minor, Op. 23[image: External link] – Van Cliburn[image: External link]




	[4]



	1960[image: External link]
	Sinatra, FrankFrank Sinatra
	Come Dance with Me!
	

	Belafonte at Carnegie Hall[image: External link] – Harry Belafonte[image: External link]

	More Music From Peter Gunn – Henry Mancini

	Rachmaninoff Piano Concerto No. 3[image: External link] – Van Cliburn[image: External link]

	Victory at Sea[image: External link], Vol. 1 – Robert Russell Bennett[image: External link]




	[5]



	1961[image: External link]
	Newhart, BobBob Newhart
	The Button-Down Mind of Bob Newhart
	

	Belafonte Returns to Carnegie Hall[image: External link] – Harry Belafonte[image: External link]

	Brahms: Concert No. 2 in B-Flat[image: External link] – Sviatoslav Richter[image: External link]

	Nice 'n' Easy[image: External link] – Frank Sinatra

	Puccini: Turandot[image: External link] – Erich Leinsdorf[image: External link]

	Wild Is Love[image: External link] – Nat King Cole[image: External link]




	[6]



	1962[image: External link]
	Garland, JudyJudy Garland
	Judy at Carnegie Hall
	

	Breakfast at Tiffany's Soundtrack[image: External link] – Henry Mancini

	Genius+Soul=Jazz[image: External link] – Ray Charles

	Great Band with Great Voices – Si Zentner[image: External link] & the Johnny Mann[image: External link] Singers

	The Nat King Cole Story[image: External link] – Nat King Cole[image: External link]

	West Side Story Soundtrack – Various Artists




	[7]



	1963[image: External link]
	Meader, VaughnVaughn Meader
	The First Family
	

	I Left My Heart in San Francisco[image: External link] – Tony Bennett

	Jazz Samba[image: External link] – Stan Getz & Charlie Byrd[image: External link]

	Modern Sounds in Country and Western Music[image: External link] – Ray Charles

	My Son, the Folk Singer[image: External link] – Allan Sherman[image: External link]




	[8]



	1964[image: External link]
	Streisand, BarbraBarbra Streisand[image: External link]
	The Barbra Streisand Album
	

	Bach's Greatest Hits[image: External link] – The Swingle Singers

	Days of Wine and Roses and Other TV Requests[image: External link] – Andy Williams[image: External link]

	Honey in the Horn[image: External link] – Al Hirt[image: External link]

	The Singing Nun – The Singing Nun[image: External link]




	[9]



	1965[image: External link]
	Getz, StanStan Getz & João Gilberto (with Astrud Gilberto[image: External link] & Antonio Carlos Jobim[image: External link])
	Getz/Gilberto
	

	Cotton Candy[image: External link] – Al Hirt[image: External link]

	Funny Girl: Original Broadway Cast – Various Artists

	People[image: External link] – Barbra Streisand[image: External link]

	The Pink Panther[image: External link] – Henry Mancini




	[10]



	1966[image: External link]
	Sinatra, FrankFrank Sinatra

produced by Sonny Burke[image: External link]
	September of My Years
	

	Help![image: External link] – The Beatles

	My Name Is Barbra[image: External link] – Barbra Streisand[image: External link]

	My World – Eddy Arnold[image: External link]

	The Sound of Music Soundtrack[image: External link] – Various Artists




	[11]



	1967[image: External link]
	Sinatra, FrankFrank Sinatra

produced by Sonny Burke[image: External link]
	A Man and His Music
	

	Color Me Barbra[image: External link] – Barbra Streisand[image: External link]

	Dr. Zhivago Soundtrack – Maurice Jarre[image: External link]

	Revolver[image: External link] – The Beatles

	What Now My Love[image: External link] – Herb Alpert and the Tijuana Brass




	[12]



	1968[image: External link]
	The Beatles

produced by George Martin[image: External link]
	Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band
	

	Francis Albert Sinatra & Antonio Carlos Jobim[image: External link] – Frank Sinatra & Antonio Carlos Jobim[image: External link]

	It Must Be Him[image: External link] – Vikki Carr[image: External link]

	My Cup Runneth Over – Ed Ames[image: External link]

	Ode to Billie Joe[image: External link] – Bobbie Gentry




	[13]



	1969[image: External link]
	Campbell, GlenGlen Campbell

produced by Al De Lory[image: External link]
	By the Time I Get to Phoenix
	

	Bookends[image: External link] – Simon & Garfunkel[image: External link]

	Feliciano![image: External link] – José Feliciano[image: External link]

	Magical Mystery Tour[image: External link] – The Beatles

	A Tramp Shining[image: External link] – Richard Harris[image: External link]




	[14]



	1970[image: External link]
	Blood, Sweat & Tears

produced by James William Guercio[image: External link]
	Blood, Sweat & Tears
	

	Abbey Road[image: External link] – The Beatles

	The Age of Aquarius[image: External link] – The 5th Dimension[image: External link]

	Crosby, Stills & Nash[image: External link] – Crosby, Stills & Nash

	At San Quentin[image: External link] – Johnny Cash[image: External link]




	[15]



	1971[image: External link]
	Simon & Garfunkel[image: External link]

produced by Art Garfunkel, Paul Simon[image: External link] & Roy Halee[image: External link]
	Bridge over Troubled Water
	

	Chicago[image: External link] – Chicago[image: External link]

	Close to You[image: External link] – The Carpenters

	Déjà Vu[image: External link] – Crosby, Stills, Nash and Young

	Elton John[image: External link] – Elton John

	Sweet Baby James[image: External link] – James Taylor[image: External link]




	[16]



	1972[image: External link]
	King, CaroleCarole King

produced by Lou Adler[image: External link]
	Tapestry
	

	All Things Must Pass[image: External link] – George Harrison

	Carpenters[image: External link] – The Carpenters

	Jesus Christ Superstar (London Production) – Various Artists

	Shaft[image: External link] – Isaac Hayes




	[17]



	1973[image: External link]
	Harrison, GeorgeGeorge Harrison & Friends (Ravi Shankar[image: External link], Bob Dylan, Leon Russell[image: External link], Ringo Starr[image: External link], Billy Preston[image: External link], Eric Clapton & Klaus Voormann[image: External link])

produced by George Harrison & Phil Spector[image: External link]
	The Concert for Bangladesh
	

	American Pie[image: External link] – Don McLean[image: External link]

	Jesus Christ Superstar (Original Broadway Cast Recording) – Various Artists

	Moods[image: External link] – Neil Diamond[image: External link]

	Nilsson Schmilsson[image: External link] – Nilsson[image: External link]




	[18]



	1974[image: External link]
	Wonder, StevieStevie Wonder

produced by Stevie Wonder
	Innervisions
	

	Behind Closed Doors[image: External link] – Charlie Rich[image: External link]

	The Divine Miss M[image: External link] – Bette Midler

	Killing Me Softly[image: External link] – Roberta Flack[image: External link]

	There Goes Rhymin' Simon[image: External link] – Paul Simon[image: External link]




	[19]



	1975[image: External link]
	Wonder, StevieStevie Wonder

produced by Stevie Wonder
	Fulfillingness' First Finale
	

	Back Home Again[image: External link] – John Denver[image: External link]

	Band on the Run[image: External link] – Paul McCartney[image: External link] & Wings

	Caribou[image: External link] – Elton John

	Court and Spark[image: External link] – Joni Mitchell[image: External link]




	[20]



	1976[image: External link]
	Simon, PaulPaul Simon[image: External link]

produced by Paul Simon[image: External link] & Phil Ramone[image: External link]
	Still Crazy After All These Years
	

	Between the Lines[image: External link] – Janis Ian[image: External link]

	Captain Fantastic and the Brown Dirt Cowboy[image: External link] – Elton John

	Heart Like a Wheel[image: External link] – Linda Ronstadt[image: External link]

	One of These Nights[image: External link] – The Eagles[image: External link]




	[21]



	1977[image: External link]
	Wonder, StevieStevie Wonder

produced by Stevie Wonder
	Songs in the Key of Life
	

	Breezin'[image: External link] – George Benson[image: External link]

	Chicago X[image: External link] – Chicago[image: External link]

	Frampton Comes Alive! – Peter Frampton[image: External link]

	Silk Degrees[image: External link] – Boz Scaggs[image: External link]




	[22]



	1978[image: External link]
	Fleetwood Mac

produced by Fleetwood Mac, Ken Caillat[image: External link] & Richard Dashut[image: External link]
	Rumours
	

	Aja[image: External link] – Steely Dan

	Hotel California[image: External link] – The Eagles[image: External link]

	JT[image: External link] – James Taylor[image: External link]

	Star Wars Soundtrack[image: External link] – John Williams[image: External link] conducting the London Symphony Orchestra[image: External link]




	[23]



	1979[image: External link]
	Bee Gees/Various artists[image: External link] [A]
	Saturday Night Fever: The Original Movie Sound Track
	

	Even Now[image: External link] – Barry Manilow[image: External link]

	Grease Original Soundtrack Album[image: External link] – Various Artists

	Running on Empty[image: External link] – Jackson Browne[image: External link]

	Some Girls[image: External link] – The Rolling Stones[image: External link]




	[24]



	1980[image: External link]
	Joel, BillyBilly Joel

produced by Phil Ramone[image: External link]
	52nd Street
	

	Minute by Minute[image: External link] – The Doobie Brothers[image: External link]

	The Gambler[image: External link] – Kenny Rogers[image: External link]

	Bad Girls[image: External link] – Donna Summer[image: External link]

	Breakfast in America[image: External link] – Supertramp[image: External link]




	[25]



	1981[image: External link]
	Cross, ChristopherChristopher Cross

produced by Michael Omartian[image: External link]
	Christopher Cross
	

	Glass Houses[image: External link] – Billy Joel

	The Wall – Pink Floyd

	Trilogy: Past Present Future[image: External link] – Frank Sinatra

	Guilty[image: External link] – Barbra Streisand[image: External link]




	[26]



	1982[image: External link]
	Lennon, JohnJohn Lennon & Yoko Ono

produced by Jack Douglas[image: External link], John Lennon & Yoko Ono
	Double Fantasy
	

	Mistaken Identity[image: External link] – Kim Carnes[image: External link]

	Breakin' Away[image: External link] – Al Jarreau[image: External link]

	The Dude[image: External link] – Quincy Jones

	Gaucho[image: External link] – Steely Dan




	[27]



	1983[image: External link]
	Toto

produced by Toto
	Toto IV
	

	American Fool[image: External link] – John Cougar[image: External link]

	The Nightfly[image: External link] – Donald Fagen[image: External link]

	The Nylon Curtain[image: External link] – Billy Joel

	Tug of War[image: External link] – Paul McCartney[image: External link]




	[28]



	1984[image: External link]
	Jackson, MichaelMichael Jackson

produced by Michael Jackson & Quincy Jones
	Thriller
	

	Let's Dance[image: External link] – David Bowie

	An Innocent Man[image: External link] – Billy Joel

	Synchronicity[image: External link] – The Police

	Flashdance Soundtrack[image: External link] – Various Artists




	[29]



	1985[image: External link]
	Richie, LionelLionel Richie[image: External link]

produced by James Anthony Carmichel & Lionel Richie[image: External link]
	Can't Slow Down
	

	She's So Unusual[image: External link] – Cyndi Lauper

	Purple Rain[image: External link] – Prince & The Revolution[image: External link]

	Born in the U.S.A. – Bruce Springsteen

	Private Dancer[image: External link] – Tina Turner[image: External link]




	[30]



	1986[image: External link]
	Collins, PhilPhil Collins

produced by Hugh Padgham[image: External link] & Phil Collins
	No Jacket Required
	

	Brothers in Arms[image: External link] – Dire Straits[image: External link]

	Whitney Houston – Whitney Houston

	The Dream of the Blue Turtles[image: External link] – Sting

	We Are the World[image: External link] – USA for Africa[image: External link]




	[31]



	1987[image: External link]
	Simon, PaulPaul Simon[image: External link]

produced by Roy Halee[image: External link] & Paul Simon[image: External link]
	Graceland
	

	So[image: External link] – Peter Gabriel[image: External link]

	Control[image: External link] – Janet Jackson

	The Broadway Album[image: External link] – Barbra Streisand[image: External link]

	Back in the High Life[image: External link] – Steve Winwood[image: External link]




	[32]



	1988[image: External link]
	U2

produced by Brian Eno[image: External link] & Daniel Lanois[image: External link]
	The Joshua Tree
	

	Whitney[image: External link] – Whitney Houston

	Bad[image: External link] – Michael Jackson

	Trio[image: External link] – Dolly Parton[image: External link], Linda Ronstadt[image: External link], & Emmylou Harris[image: External link]

	Sign o' the Times[image: External link] – Prince[image: External link]




	[33]



	1989[image: External link]
	Michael, GeorgeGeorge Michael

produced by George Michael
	Faith
	

	Tracy Chapman[image: External link] – Tracy Chapman

	Simple Pleasures[image: External link] – Bobby McFerrin[image: External link]

	...Nothing Like the Sun[image: External link] – Sting

	Roll with It[image: External link] – Steve Winwood[image: External link]




	[34]



	1990[image: External link]
	Raitt, BonnieBonnie Raitt

produced by Don Was[image: External link]
	Nick of Time
	

	The End of the Innocence[image: External link] – Don Henley[image: External link]

	The Raw and the Cooked[image: External link] – Fine Young Cannibals[image: External link]

	Full Moon Fever[image: External link] – Tom Petty[image: External link]

	Traveling Wilburys Vol. 1[image: External link] – Traveling Wilburys[image: External link]




	[35]



	1991[image: External link]
	Jones, QuincyQuincy Jones and various artists

produced by Quincy Jones
	Back on the Block
	

	Mariah Carey – Mariah Carey

	...But Seriously[image: External link] – Phil Collins

	Please Hammer Don't Hurt 'Em[image: External link] – MC Hammer[image: External link]

	Wilson Phillips[image: External link] – Wilson Phillips[image: External link]




	[36]



	1992[image: External link]
	Cole, NatalieNatalie Cole

produced by Andre Fischer, David Foster[image: External link] & Tommy LiPuma[image: External link]
	Unforgettable... with Love
	

	Heart in Motion[image: External link] – Amy Grant[image: External link]

	Luck of the Draw[image: External link] – Bonnie Raitt

	Out of Time[image: External link] – R.E.M.[image: External link]

	The Rhythm of the Saints[image: External link] – Paul Simon[image: External link]




	[37]



	1993[image: External link]
	Clapton, EricEric Clapton

produced by Russ Titelman[image: External link]
	Unplugged
	

	Ingénue[image: External link] – k.d. lang[image: External link]

	Diva[image: External link] – Annie Lennox

	Achtung Baby[image: External link] – U2

	Beauty and the Beast: Original Motion Picture Soundtrack[image: External link] – Various Artists




	[38]



	1994[image: External link]
	Houston, WhitneyWhitney Houston[B]

produced by Babyface[image: External link], BeBe Winans[image: External link], David Cole[image: External link], David Foster[image: External link], L.A. Reid[image: External link], Narada Michael Walden[image: External link] & Robert Clivillés[image: External link]
	The Bodyguard: Original Soundtrack Album
	

	Kamakiriad[image: External link] – Donald Fagen[image: External link]

	River of Dreams[image: External link] – Billy Joel

	Automatic for the People[image: External link] – R.E.M.[image: External link]

	Ten Summoner's Tales[image: External link] – Sting




	[39]



	1995[image: External link]
	Bennett, TonyTony Bennett

produced by David Kahne[image: External link]
	MTV Unplugged[image: External link]
	

	The Three Tenors in Concert 1994[image: External link] – José Carreras[image: External link], Plácido Domingo[image: External link] & Luciano Pavarotti[image: External link] with Zubin Mehta[image: External link]

	From the Cradle[image: External link] – Eric Clapton

	Longing in Their Hearts[image: External link] – Bonnie Raitt

	Seal[image: External link] – Seal[image: External link]




	[40]



	1996[image: External link]
	Morissette, AlanisAlanis Morissette

produced by Glen Ballard[image: External link]
	Jagged Little Pill
	

	Daydream[image: External link] – Mariah Carey

	HIStory: Past, Present and Future, Book I[image: External link] – Michael Jackson

	Relish[image: External link] – Joan Osborne[image: External link]

	Vitalogy[image: External link] – Pearl Jam[image: External link]




	[41]



	1997[image: External link]
	Dion, CelineCeline Dion

produced by Rick Hahn, Aldo Nova[image: External link], Billy Steinberg[image: External link], Dan Hill[image: External link], David Foster[image: External link], Humberto Gatica[image: External link], Jean-Jacques Goldman[image: External link], Jeff Bova[image: External link], Jim Steinman[image: External link], John Jones[image: External link], Ric Wake[image: External link], Rick Nowels[image: External link], Roy Bittan[image: External link] & Steven Rinkoff[image: External link]
	Falling into You
	

	Odelay[image: External link] – Beck

	The Score[image: External link] – The Fugees[image: External link]

	Mellon Collie and the Infinite Sadness[image: External link] – The Smashing Pumpkins[image: External link]

	Waiting to Exhale: Original Soundtrack Album[image: External link] – Various Artists




	[42]



	1998[image: External link]
	Dylan, BobBob Dylan

produced by Daniel Lanois[image: External link]
	Time out of Mind[image: External link]
	

	The Day[image: External link] – Babyface[image: External link]

	This Fire[image: External link] – Paula Cole

	Flaming Pie[image: External link] – Paul McCartney[image: External link]

	OK Computer[image: External link] – Radiohead[image: External link]




	[43]



	1999[image: External link]
	Hill, LaurynLauryn Hill

 · engineered/mixed by Chris Theis, Commissioner Gordon, Johnny Wydrycz, Ken Johnston, Matt Howe, Storm Jefferson, Tony Prendatt & Warren Riker

 · produced by Lauryn Hill
	The Miseducation of Lauryn Hill
	

	Ray of Light – Madonna

	The Globe Sessions[image: External link] – Sheryl Crow

	Version 2.0[image: External link] – Garbage[image: External link]

	Come on Over[image: External link] – Shania Twain[image: External link]




	[44]



	2000[image: External link]
	Santana

 · engineered/mixed by Alvaro Villagra, Andy Grassi, Anton Pukshansky, Benny Faccone, Chris Theis, Commissioner Gordon, David Frazer, David Thoener, Glenn Kolotkin, Jeff Poe, Jim Gaines, Jim Scott, John Gamble, John Karpowich, John Seymour, Matty Spindel, Mike Couzzi, Steve Farrone, Steve Fontano, T-Ray, Tony Prendatt, Warren Riker & Tom Lord-Alge[image: External link]

 · produced by Alex Gonzales, Art Hodge, Dante Ross, Stephen M. Harris, Charles Goodan[image: External link], Clive Davis[image: External link], Dust Brothers[image: External link], Fher Olvera[image: External link], Jerry 'Wonder' Duplessis[image: External link], K. C. Porter[image: External link], Lauryn Hill, Matt Serletic[image: External link] & Wyclef Jean[image: External link]
	Supernatural
	

	Millennium – Backstreet Boys

	Fly[image: External link] – Dixie Chicks

	When I Look in Your Eyes[image: External link] – Diana Krall[image: External link]

	FanMail[image: External link] – TLC[image: External link]




	[45]



	2001[image: External link]
	Steely Dan

 · engineered/mixed by Dave Russell, Phil Burnett, Elliot Scheiner[image: External link] & Roger Nichols[image: External link]

 · produced by Donald Fagen[image: External link] & Walter Becker[image: External link]
	Two Against Nature
	

	Midnite Vultures[image: External link] – Beck

	The Marshall Mathers LP[image: External link] – Eminem

	Kid A[image: External link] – Radiohead[image: External link]

	You're the One[image: External link] – Paul Simon[image: External link]




	[46]



	2002[image: External link]
	Various artists[image: External link][C]
	O Brother, Where Art Thou? soundtrack
	

	Acoustic Soul[image: External link] – India.Arie[image: External link]

	Love and Theft[image: External link] – Bob Dylan

	Stankonia[image: External link] – OutKast[image: External link]

	All That You Can't Leave Behind[image: External link] – U2




	[47]



	2003[image: External link]
	Jones, NorahNorah Jones

 · engineered/mixed by Jay Newland & S. Husky Höskulds[image: External link]

 · master engineered by Ted Jensen[image: External link]

 · produced by Jay Newland, Arif Mardin[image: External link], Craig Street[image: External link] & Norah Jones
	Come Away with Me
	

	Home[image: External link] – Dixie Chicks

	The Eminem Show – Eminem

	Nellyville[image: External link] – Nelly[image: External link]

	The Rising[image: External link] – Bruce Springsteen




	[48]



	2004[image: External link]
	OutKast[image: External link]

 · engineered/mixed by Chris Carmouche[image: External link], Brian Paturalski, Darrell Thorp, Dexter Simmons, John Frye, Kevin Davis, Matt Still, Moka Nagatani, Neal H. Pogue, Padraic Kernin, Pete Novak, Reggie Dozier, Robert Hannon, Terrence Cash & Vincent Alexander

 · master engineered by Bernie Grundman[image: External link] & Brian Gardner[image: External link]

 · produced by André 3000[image: External link], Big Boi[image: External link] & Carl Mo
	Speakerboxxx/The Love Below
	

	Under Construction[image: External link] – Missy Elliott[image: External link]

	Fallen[image: External link] – Evanescence

	Justified[image: External link] – Justin Timberlake

	Elephant[image: External link] – The White Stripes[image: External link]




	[49]



	2005[image: External link]
	Charles, RayRay Charles

 · engineered/mixed by Al Schmitt[image: External link], Ed Thacker, Joel W. Moss, John Harris, Mark Fleming, Pete Karam, Robert Fernandez, Seth Presant & Terry Howard

 · master engineered by Doug Sax & Robert Hadley

 · produced by Don Mizell, Herbert Waltl, John R. Burk, Terry Howard & Phil Ramone[image: External link]
	Genius Loves Company
	

	American Idiot[image: External link] – Green Day[image: External link]

	The Diary of Alicia Keys[image: External link] – Alicia Keys

	Confessions – Usher[image: External link]

	The College Dropout[image: External link] – Kanye West




	[50]



	2006[image: External link]
	U2

 · engineered/mixed by Carl Glanville, Greg Collins, Simon Gogerly, Flood[image: External link], Jacknife Lee[image: External link], Nellee Hooper[image: External link] & Steve Lillywhite[image: External link]

 · master engineered by Arnie Acosta

 · produced by Brian Eno[image: External link], Chris Thomas[image: External link], Daniel Lanois[image: External link], Flood[image: External link], Jacknife Lee[image: External link] & Steve Lillywhite[image: External link]
	How to Dismantle an Atomic Bomb
	

	The Emancipation of Mimi[image: External link] – Mariah Carey

	Chaos and Creation in the Backyard[image: External link] – Paul McCartney[image: External link]

	Love. Angel. Music. Baby.[image: External link] – Gwen Stefani[image: External link]

	Late Registration[image: External link] – Kanye West




	[51]



	2007[image: External link]
	Dixie Chicks

 · engineered/mixed by Chris Testa, Jim Scott & Richard Dodd

 · master engineered by Richard Dodd

 · produced by Rick Rubin[image: External link]
	Taking the Long Way
	

	St. Elsewhere[image: External link] – Gnarls Barkley

	Continuum[image: External link] – John Mayer

	Stadium Arcadium[image: External link] – Red Hot Chili Peppers[image: External link]

	FutureSex/LoveSounds[image: External link] – Justin Timberlake




	[52]



	2008[image: External link]
	Hancock, HerbieHerbie Hancock

 · featuring Norah Jones, Joni Mitchell[image: External link], Leonard Cohen[image: External link], Luciana Souza[image: External link], Corinne Bailey Rae[image: External link] & Tina Turner[image: External link]

 · produced by Herbie Hancock & Larry Klein[image: External link]

 · engineered/mixed by Helik Hadar

 · master engineered by Bernie Grundman[image: External link]
	River: The Joni Letters
	

	Echoes, Silence, Patience & Grace[image: External link] – Foo Fighters[image: External link]

	These Days[image: External link] – Vince Gill[image: External link]

	Graduation[image: External link] – Kanye West

	Back to Black – Amy Winehouse




	[53]



	2009[image: External link]
	Plant, RobertRobert Plant[image: External link] & Alison Krauss

 · produced by T Bone Burnett[image: External link]

 · engineered/mixed by Mike Piersante[image: External link]

 · master engineered by Gavin Lurssen[image: External link]
	Raising Sand
	

	Viva la Vida or Death and All His Friends[image: External link] – Coldplay

	Year of the Gentleman[image: External link] – Ne-Yo[image: External link]

	In Rainbows[image: External link] – Radiohead[image: External link]

	Tha Carter III[image: External link] – Lil Wayne[image: External link]




	[54]



	2010[image: External link]
	Swift, TaylorTaylor Swift

 · featuring Colbie Caillat[image: External link]

 · produced by Taylor Swift & Nathan Chapman

 · engineered/mixed by Nathan Chapman & Justin Niebank

 · master engineered by Hank Williams
	Fearless
	

	I Am... Sasha Fierce[image: External link] – Beyoncé

	The E.N.D.[image: External link] – The Black Eyed Peas

	The Fame[image: External link] – Lady Gaga

	Big Whiskey and the GrooGrux King[image: External link] – Dave Matthews Band[image: External link]




	[55]



	2011[image: External link]
	Arcade Fire

 · produced by Arcade Fire & Markus Dravs[image: External link]

 · engineered/mixed by Arcade Fire, Markus Dravs, Mark Lawson & Craig Silvey

 · master engineered by George Marino[image: External link]
	The Suburbs[image: External link]
	

	Recovery[image: External link] – Eminem

	Need You Now[image: External link] – Lady Antebellum

	The Fame Monster[image: External link] – Lady Gaga

	Teenage Dream[image: External link] – Katy Perry[image: External link]




	[56]



	2012[image: External link]
	Adele

 · produced by Adele, Dan Wilson[image: External link], Jim Abbiss[image: External link], Paul Epworth[image: External link], Rick Rubin[image: External link], Fraser T Smith[image: External link] & Ryan Tedder

 · engineered/mixed by Jim Abbiss, Philip Allen, Beatriz Artola, Ian Dowling, Steve Price, Fraser T. Smith, Ryan Tedder, Tom Elmhirst, Greg Fidelman[image: External link], Dan Parry[image: External link], Mark Rankin & Andrew Scheps[image: External link]

 · master engineered by Tom Coyne
	21
	

	Wasting Light[image: External link] – Foo Fighters[image: External link]

	Born This Way[image: External link] – Lady Gaga

	Doo-Wops & Hooligans[image: External link] – Bruno Mars

	Loud[image: External link] – Rihanna




	[57]



	2013
	Mumford & Sons[image: External link]

 · produced by Markus Dravs[image: External link]

 · engineered/mixed by Robin Baynton & Ruadhri Cushnan

 · master engineered by Bob Ludwig
	Babel
	

	El Camino[image: External link] – The Black Keys[image: External link]

	Some Nights[image: External link] – fun.

	Channel Orange[image: External link] – Frank Ocean

	Blunderbuss[image: External link] – Jack White[image: External link]




	[58]



	2014
	Daft Punk

 · featuring Julian Casablancas[image: External link], DJ Falcon[image: External link], Todd Edwards[image: External link], Chilly Gonzales[image: External link], Giorgio Moroder, Panda Bear[image: External link], Nile Rodgers[image: External link], Paul Williams[image: External link] & Pharrell Williams

 · produced by Thomas Bangalter, Julian Casablancas, Guy-Manuel De Homem-Christo, DJ Falcon & Todd Edwards

 · engineered/mixed by Peter Franco, Mick Guzauski, Florian Lagatta, Guillaume Le Braz & Daniel Lerner

 · master engineered by Antoine "Chab" Chabert & Bob Ludwig
	Random Access Memories
	

	The Blessed Unrest[image: External link] – Sara Bareilles[image: External link]

	Good Kid, M.A.A.D City[image: External link] – Kendrick Lamar[image: External link]

	The Heist[image: External link] – Macklemore and Ryan Lewis[image: External link]

	Red[image: External link] – Taylor Swift




	[59]



	2015[image: External link]
	Beck

 · produced by Beck Hansen[image: External link]

 · engineered/mixed by Tom Elmhirst, David Greenbaum, Florian Lagatta, Cole Marsden Greif-Neill, Robbie Nelson, Darrell Thorp, Cassidy Turbin & Joe Visciano

 · master engineered by Bob Ludwig
	Morning Phase
	

	Beyoncé[image: External link] – Beyoncé

	x – Ed Sheeran[image: External link]

	G I R L[image: External link] – Pharrell Williams

	In the Lonely Hour[image: External link] – Sam Smith




	[60]



	2016[image: External link]
	Taylor Swift

 · produced by Taylor Swift, Max Martin[image: External link], Jack Antonoff, Nathan Chapman[image: External link], Imogen Heap[image: External link], Greg Kurstin, Mattman & Robin, Ali Payami[image: External link], Shellback[image: External link], Ryan Tedder & Noel Zancanella[image: External link]

 · engineered/mixed by Serban Ghenea, John Hanes, Peter Carlsson, Smith Carlson & Brendan Morawski

 · master engineered by Tom Coyne
	1989
	

	Sound & Color[image: External link] – Alabama Shakes

	To Pimp a Butterfly[image: External link] – Kendrick Lamar[image: External link]

	Traveller[image: External link] – Chris Stapleton[image: External link]

	Beauty Behind the Madness[image: External link] – The Weeknd[image: External link]




	[61]



	2017
	Adele

 · produced by Danger Mouse[image: External link], Samuel Dixon[image: External link], Paul Epworth[image: External link], Greg Kurstin, Max Martin[image: External link], Ariel Rechtshaid[image: External link], Shellback[image: External link], The Smeezingtons[image: External link] & Ryan Tedder

 · engineered/mixed by Julian Burg, Austen Jux Chandler, Cameron Craig, Samuel Dixon, Tom Elmhirst, Declan Gaffney, Serban Ghenea, John Hanes, Emile Haynie, Jan Holzner, Michael Ilbert, Chris Kasych, Greg Kurstin, Charles Moniz, Liam Nolan, Alex Pasco, Mike Piersante[image: External link], Ariel Rechtshaid, Rich Rich, Dave Schiffman, Joe Visciano & Matt Wiggins

 · master engineered by Tom Coyne & Randy Merrill
	25
	

	Lemonade – Beyoncé

	Purpose[image: External link] – Justin Bieber

	Views[image: External link] – Drake

	A Sailor's Guide to Earth[image: External link] – Sturgill Simpson[image: External link]




	[62]




^[I] Each year is linked to the article about the Grammy Awards held that year.

Notes:


	A ^Award recipients include Bee Gees, David Shire[image: External link], KC and the Sunshine Band[image: External link], Kool & the Gang[image: External link], MFSB[image: External link], Ralph MacDonald[image: External link], Tavares[image: External link], The Trammps[image: External link], Walter Murphy[image: External link] & Yvonne Elliman[image: External link] as featured artists; Albhy Galuten[image: External link], Arif Mardin[image: External link], Bee Gees, Bill Oakes, Bobby Martin, Broadway Eddie, David Shire, Freddie Perren[image: External link], Harry Wayne Casey[image: External link], K.G. Productions, Karl Richardson, Ralph MacDonald, Richard Finch, Ron Kersey[image: External link], Thomas J. Valentino & William Salter, as producers.[63]


	B ^Only Houston and the producers of her tracks received the award.[64] Unlike the other two soundtrack compilation albums to win this award, none of the other artists who appeared on The Bodyguard soundtrack (Kenny G[image: External link], Aaron Neville[image: External link], Lisa Stansfield[image: External link], The S.O.U.L. S.Y.S.T.E.M.[image: External link], Curtis Stigers[image: External link], Joe Cocker[image: External link], Sass Jordan[image: External link], and the uncredited instrumental ensemble that performed Alan Silvestri[image: External link]'s theme) shared in the award, nor did the producers of those tracks (other than Cole, Foster & Clivilles who also produced some of Houston's tracks).


	C ^Award recipients include Mike Piersante & Peter Kurland[image: External link], as engineers and mixers; Gavin Lurssen, as master engineer; T-Bone Burnett[image: External link], as producers; Alison Krauss & Union Station, Chris Sharp[image: External link], Chris Thomas King[image: External link], Emmylou Harris[image: External link], Gillian Welch[image: External link], Harley Allen[image: External link], John Hartford[image: External link], Mike Compton[image: External link], Norman Blake[image: External link], Pat Enright, Peasall Sisters, Ralph Stanley[image: External link], Sam Bush[image: External link], Stuart Duncan[image: External link], The Cox Family[image: External link], The Fairfield Four, The Whites[image: External link] & Tim Blake Nelson[image: External link] (all from the U.S.) as featured artists. James Carter and the Prisoners[image: External link], Harry McClintock[image: External link] & The Stanley Brothers[image: External link] were not included as their recordings long preceded the soundtrack; the only members of those acts still alive at that time were James Carter (the only "Prisoner" from the Alan Lomax[image: External link] recording who was located) and Ralph Stanley (separately credited for recording "O, Death" specifically for the soundtrack). The Soggy Bottom Boys[image: External link] aren't credited as a group, but Dan Tyminski[image: External link] (the singing voice of George Clooney[image: External link] in the film) is credited as a member of Union Station, while the other two members (Harley Allen & Pat Enright) are credited individually. Chris Sharp, Mike Compton, Sam Bush & Stuart Duncan are not listed as lead or featured artists on any track, but were included for their instrumental credits on the album.[65]
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2012 Brit Awards






The 2012 Brit Awards were held on 21 February 2012. This was the 32nd edition of the British Phonographic Industry's annual pop music awards. The award ceremony was held at The O2[image: External link] in London for the second time. The ceremony was presented by James Corden.[1] Leading the nominations was Ed Sheeran[image: External link] with four, followed by Adele and Jessie J with three, whilst Bon Iver, Aloe Blacc[image: External link], Coldplay and Florence and the Machine[image: External link] all had two.[2][3]

Amy Winehouse and Whitney Houston received remembrance tributes due to their deaths in July 2011 and February 2012, respectively.[2][3][4] Adele picked up two awards for Best British Album and British Female, whilst Sheeran also won two awards for Best British Male and British Breakthrough.[5] Blur[image: External link] received an award for Outstanding Contribution to Music. The statue was designed by Peter Blake[image: External link].



TOP
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 Performances






	Artist(s)
	Song(s)
	UK Singles Chart Reaction
	UK Albums Chart Reaction



	Coldplay
	"Charlie Brown[image: External link]"
	30 (+85)
	Mylo Xyloto[image: External link] – 6 (+5)



	Florence and the Machine[image: External link]
	"No Light, No Light[image: External link]"
	50
	Ceremonials[image: External link] – 9 (+14)

Lungs[image: External link] – 34 (+22)



	Olly Murs[image: External link]

Rizzle Kicks[image: External link]
	"Heart Skips a Beat[image: External link]"
	did not chart
	In Case You Didn't Know[image: External link] – 16 (+1)

Olly Murs[image: External link] – 53 (−8)



	Ed Sheeran[image: External link]
	"Lego House[image: External link]"
	17 (+20)
	+[image: External link] – 3 (+5)



	Noel Gallagher's High Flying Birds[image: External link]

Chris Martin[image: External link]
	"AKA... What a Life![image: External link]"
	Did not chart
	Noel Gallagher's High Flying Birds[image: External link] – 12 (+4)



	Adele
	"Rolling in the Deep"
	28 (+11)
	21 – 1 (+2)

19 – 7 (+2)



	Bruno Mars
	"Just the Way You Are[image: External link]"
	Did not chart
	Doo-Wops & Hooligans[image: External link] – 11 (+4)



	Rihanna
	"We Found Love[image: External link]"
	22 (+12)
	Talk That Talk[image: External link] – 18 (+9)

Loud[image: External link] – 26 (+2)



	Blur[image: External link]

Phil Daniels[image: External link]
	"Girls & Boys[image: External link]"

"Song 2[image: External link]"

" Parklife[image: External link]"

" Tender[image: External link]"

"This Is a Low[image: External link]"
	Did not chart

64

74

Did not chart

Did not chart
	Blur: The Best Of[image: External link] – 22 (re-entry)
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 Nominees and Winners






	British Male Solo Artist

(presented by Plan B[image: External link])

	British Female Solo Artist

(presented by Kylie Minogue[image: External link])




	

	
Ed Sheeran[image: External link]

	James Blake[image: External link]

	James Morrison[image: External link]

	Noel Gallagher's High Flying Birds[image: External link]

	Professor Green[image: External link]








	

	
Adele

	Florence and the Machine[image: External link]

	Jessie J

	Kate Bush[image: External link]

	Laura Marling[image: External link]











	British Breakthrough Act

(presented by Cesc Fàbregas[image: External link] and Nicole Scherzinger[image: External link])

	British Group

(presented by Jo Whiley[image: External link] and Huey Morgan[image: External link])




	

	
Ed Sheeran[image: External link]

	Anna Calvi[image: External link]

	Emeli Sandé

	Jessie J

	The Vaccines[image: External link]








	

	
Coldplay

	Arctic Monkeys[image: External link]

	Chase & Status[image: External link]

	Elbow[image: External link]

	Kasabian[image: External link]











	British Single

(presented by Tinie Tempah[image: External link])

	MasterCard British Album of the Year

(presented by George Michael)




	

	
One Direction – "What Makes You Beautiful[image: External link]"

	
Adele – "Someone Like You"

	
Ed Sheeran[image: External link] – "The A Team[image: External link]"

	
Example[image: External link] – "Changed the Way You Kiss Me[image: External link]"

	
Jessie J featuring B.o.B[image: External link] – "Price Tag[image: External link]"

	
JLS[image: External link] featuring Dev[image: External link] – "She Makes Me Wanna[image: External link]"

	
Military Wives[image: External link] – "Wherever You Are[image: External link]"

	
Olly Murs[image: External link] featuring Rizzle Kicks[image: External link] – "Heart Skips a Beat[image: External link]"

	
Pixie Lott – "All About Tonight[image: External link]"

	
The Wanted[image: External link] – "Glad You Came[image: External link]"








	

	
Adele – 21

	
Coldplay – Mylo Xyloto[image: External link]


	
Ed Sheeran[image: External link] – +[image: External link]


	
Florence and the Machine[image: External link] – Ceremonials[image: External link]


	
PJ Harvey[image: External link] – Let England Shake[image: External link]












	International Male Solo Artist

(presented by Jessie J and Jack Whitehall[image: External link])

	International Female Solo Artist

(presented by Jenson Button[image: External link])




	

	
Bruno Mars

	Aloe Blacc[image: External link]

	Bon Iver

	David Guetta[image: External link]

	Ryan Adams[image: External link]








	

	
Rihanna

	Beyoncé

	Björk[image: External link]

	Feist[image: External link]

	Lady Gaga











	International Group

(presented by Brian May[image: External link] and Roger Taylor[image: External link])

	International Breakthrough Act

(presented by will.i.am[image: External link] and Rob Brydon[image: External link])




	

	
Foo Fighters[image: External link]

	Fleet Foxes[image: External link]

	
Jay Z[image: External link] and Kanye West


	Lady Antebellum

	Maroon 5








	

	
Lana Del Rey

	Aloe Blacc[image: External link]

	Bon Iver

	Foster the People[image: External link]

	Nicki Minaj[image: External link]











	
Critics' Choice Award[image: External link]

(presented by James Corden and Jessie J)

	British Producer

(presented by Laura Marling[image: External link])




	

	
Emeli Sandé

	Maverick Sabre[image: External link]

	Michael Kiwanuka[image: External link]








	

	
Ethan Johns[image: External link]

	Paul Epworth[image: External link]

	Flood[image: External link]











	Outstanding Contribution to Music

(presented by Ray Winstone[image: External link])




	

	Blur[image: External link]
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[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Adele and Blur




Adele was cut short by host James Corden during her acceptance speech for the MasterCard British Album of the Year award, causing her to 'give the finger[image: External link]' on national television.[6] Adele stated that the gesture was aimed at "the suits", not her fans. ITV[image: External link] offered its apologies to the show as an ITV spokesman said:



	“
	The Brits is a live event. Unfortunately the programme was over-running and we had to move on. We would like to apologise to Adele for the interruption.
	”




Corden was also upset by the occurrence, stating afterwards:



	“
	I don't understand what happened but I'm upset about it. Blur get to play for 11 minutes and [Adele] gets to say thank you once.
	”




Due to the over-running, Blur's set was also cut off, prior to their performance of " Tender[image: External link]".
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 Emeli Sandé




There was more controversy later on in the show when Emeli Sandé wasn't allowed to give a speech after winning the Critic's Choice Award. Sandé was said to be distressed by the bosses of the show and also angry after Adele got an apology for being cut off, whereas she did not. During the presentation of the award, previous winner Jessie J was asked to give her advice on her career instead of Sandé giving a speech. A friend of Sandé's said to the Daily Record[image: External link]:



	“
	She's had a number-one album with Our Version of Events in the UK and they're asking Jessie J what advice she has got for her.
	”




An ITV spokesman later gave Sandé apologies and said:



	“
	Because there was more music than ever before, everything got pushed back. The public love Emeli. They really support her and think she's fantastic.
	”





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ Jonze, Tim (21 February 2012). "Brit Awards 2012 Live Coverage"[image: External link]. The Guardian. London. Retrieved 27 February 2012.


	
^ a b Adele, Coldplay Lead BRIT Award Nominations[image: External link] one direction Rolling Stone. Retrieved 4 February 2012


	
^ a b The BRIT Awards 2012 nominees[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] 28 November 2015 at the Wayback Machine[image: External link]. Brits.co.uk. Retrieved 4 February 2012


	
^ Hogan, Michael (21 February 2012). "Brit Awards 2012: as it happened"[image: External link]. The Daily Telegraph. London. Retrieved 27 February 2012.


	
^ "Adele cut short amid triumph"[image: External link]. BBC News[image: External link]. 21 February 2012. Retrieved 27 February 2012.


	
^ "Brit awards 2012: James Corden 'furious' at stopping Adele mid-flow"[image: External link]. Daily Telegraph. London. 21 February 2012. Retrieved 27 February 2012.







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	Official website[image: External link]





Categories[image: External link]:

	Brit Awards[image: External link]

	2012 music awards[image: External link]

	2012 in British music[image: External link]

	2012 in London[image: External link]

	2012 awards in the United Kingdom[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 29 January 2017, at 04:43.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article 2012 Brit Awards: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2012_Brit_Awards [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=2012_Brit_Awards [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Best-selling albums

	2 Notes

	3 References

	4 External links





List of best-selling albums in the United Kingdom






The best-selling album[image: External link] in the United Kingdom is Greatest Hits[image: External link], a compilation album by British band Queen[image: External link] that was first released in 1981.[1] As of July 2016, it has sold more than 6.12 million copies,[2] of which approximately 124,000 have been from downloads[image: External link].[3][4] Queen's second greatest hits album, Greatest Hits II[image: External link], has sold approximately 4 million copies since being released in 1991, and is the tenth biggest-selling album in the UK.[1] These sales figures include 50% of sales of box sets containing both these albums and 33% of sales of box sets of all three Queen Greatest Hits albums.[5]

Of the UK's top 60 best-selling albums, more than half are by British artists.[1] Fourteen are by American artists, with the rest being from Ireland, Canada, Sweden and Jamaica.[6] Ten acts feature on the chart with more than one album, with Queen and Michael Jackson both featuring twice within the top ten.[1] The only acts to feature more than twice are Coldplay, Take That and Robbie Williams[image: External link]; Williams features on the chart four times, more than any other artist.[a] The most-represented record label is Parlophone[image: External link] with seven entries, while the decade that appears the most is the 2000s, with 20 of the entries having been released during that period, despite its "general background of declining sales and internet piracy[image: External link]".[6][8]

According to the Official Charts Company (OCC), which collects album sales data in the UK, an album is defined as being a type of music release[image: External link] that features more than four tracks or is longer than 25 minutes in duration.[9] Sales of albums in the UK were first published by the music magazine Record Mirror[image: External link], who compiled a weekly chart of the country's five biggest-selling records for the week of 22 July 1956.[10] Record Mirror's first number one was Songs for Swingin' Lovers![image: External link] by Frank Sinatra.[11] Since then, four albums have gone on to sell more than five million copies each: Greatest Hits by Queen, Gold: Greatest Hits[image: External link] by ABBA[image: External link], Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band by the Beatles and 21 by Adele.[12] The top nine best-selling albums have each sold at least four million copies.[13] Since 1994, sales of albums have been monitored by the OCC, who took over compiling the weekly UK Albums Chart[image: External link].[14]

Sales certifications[image: External link] for albums are awarded by the British Phonographic Industry (BPI) for shipments, physical sales and downloads of albums, and, as of June 2015, streaming of album tracks.[15] The BPI began awarding certifications soon after it was founded in April 1973.[16] Initially, certifications were based on the revenue received by the album manufacturers – records that generated revenue of GB£[image: External link]75,000 were awarded silver certification[image: External link], £150,000 represented gold[image: External link] and £1 million was platinum[image: External link].[16] Over the following six years, the thresholds for silver and gold certifications both grew twice – the threshold for platinum certification remained at £1 million. In January 1979, this method of certifying sales was abolished, and certifications were instead based on unit sales to retail outlets: sales of 60,000 were awarded silver, gold for 100,000 and platinum for 300,000.[16] Multi-platinum awards were introduced in February 1987;[b] digital downloads have been counted towards unit sales since 2004.[17] Certifications for albums released before April 1973 were retroactively awarded in August 2013 for sales from 1994 onwards, and then again in February 2016 for all previous sales.[18] The highest-certified album is Greatest Hits, which has been awarded platinum certification 20 times, representing 6,000,000 units.[19]

Best-selling albums

Positions are as of July 2016;[1] sales, where shown, are from the reference given, which may be at a different date, and cannot be used to infer changes in position.



	Best-selling albums in the UK



	No.
	Album
	Artist
	Record label[c]
	Released[c]
	Chart

peak[c]
	Sales[d] (as of date)
	No. of times

Platinum[e]



	1
	Greatest Hits[image: External link]
	Queen[image: External link]
	Parlophone[image: External link]
	October 1981
	1
	6,120,000 (Jul 2016)[2]
	20×



	2
	Gold: Greatest Hits[image: External link]
	ABBA[image: External link]
	Polydor[image: External link]
	September 1992
	1
	5,300,000 (Jul 2016)[2]
	17×



	3
	Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band
	Beatles, TheThe Beatles
	Parlophone[image: External link]
	June 1967
	1
	5,200,000 (Jun 2017)[21]
	17×



	4
	21
	Adele
	XL
	January 2011
	1
	5,033,000 (Jun 2017)[12]
	16×



	5
	(What's the Story) Morning Glory?[image: External link]
	Oasis[image: External link]
	Creation[image: External link]
	October 1995
	1
	4,700,000 (Jul 2016)[1]
	14×



	6
	Thriller
	Jackson, MichaelMichael Jackson
	Epic[image: External link]
	November 1982
	1
	4,400,000 (Jul 2016)[22]
	13×



	7
	Dark Side of the Moon, TheThe Dark Side of the Moon[image: External link]
	Pink Floyd
	Harvest[image: External link]
	March 1973
	2
	4,300,000 (Jul 2016)[22]
	14×



	8
	Brothers in Arms[image: External link]
	Dire Straits[image: External link]
	Vertigo[image: External link]
	May 1985
	1
	4,300,000 (Jul 2016)[22]
	14×



	9
	Bad[image: External link]
	Jackson, MichaelMichael Jackson
	Epic[image: External link]
	August 1987
	1
	4,000,000 (Jul 2016)[22]
	13×



	10
	Greatest Hits II[image: External link]
	Queen[image: External link]
	Parlophone[image: External link]
	October 1991
	1
	3,990,000 (Jul 2016)[2]
	13×



	11
	Rumours
	Fleetwood Mac
	Warner Bros.[image: External link]
	February 1977
	1
	3,800,000 (Feb 2017)[23]
	11×



	12
	Immaculate Collection, TheThe Immaculate Collection[image: External link]
	Madonna
	Sire[image: External link]
	November 1990
	1
	3,700,000 (Jul 2016)[2]
	12×



	13
	Back to Black
	Winehouse, AmyAmy Winehouse
	Island[image: External link]
	October 2006
	1
	3,816,658 (Mar 2017)[24]
	12×



	14
	Stars[image: External link]
	Simply Red[image: External link]
	East West[image: External link]
	September 1991
	1
	3,410,000 (Oct 2015)[25]
	12×



	15
	Come On Over[image: External link]
	Twain, ShaniaShania Twain[image: External link]
	Mercury[image: External link]
	March 1998
	1
	3,402,000 (Jul 2016)[26]
	11×



	16
	Legend[image: External link]
	Marley and the Wailers, BobBob Marley and the Wailers[image: External link]
	Island[image: External link]/Tuff Gong[image: External link]
	May 1984
	1
	3,380,000 (July 2016)[2]
	11×



	17
	Back to Bedlam[image: External link]
	Blunt, JamesJames Blunt[image: External link]
	Atlantic[image: External link]
	November 2004
	1
	3,338,000 (Jan 2017)[27]
	11×



	18
	Urban Hymns[image: External link]
	Verve, TheThe Verve[image: External link]
	Hut[image: External link]
	September 1997
	1
	3,282,300+ (Sep 2016)
	11×



	19
	Bat Out of Hell[image: External link]
	Meat Loaf
	Epic[image: External link]
	October 1977
	9
	3,282,300 (Sep 2016)[28]
	10×



	20
	25
	Adele
	XL
	November 2015
	1
	3,249,100 (Jan 2017)[12]
	11×



	21
	1
	Beatles, TheThe Beatles
	Apple[image: External link]
	November 2000
	1
	3,230,000 (Jul 2016)[2]
	11×



	22
	Bridge over Troubled Water
	Simon & Garfunkel[image: External link]
	CBS
	January 1970
	1
	3,150,000+ (Jul 2016)
	10×



	23
	Dirty Dancing[image: External link]
	Original soundtrack
	RCA[image: External link]
	August 1987
	4
	3,150,000 (Oct 2015)[25]
	10×



	24
	Spirit[image: External link]
	Lewis, LeonaLeona Lewis
	Syco[image: External link]
	November 2007
	1
	3,138,700 (Jul 2016)[26]
	10×



	25
	Crazy Love[image: External link]
	Bublé, MichaelMichael Bublé[image: External link]
	Reprise[image: External link]
	October 2009
	1
	3,095,100 (Oct 2016)[29]
	10×



	26
	No Angel[image: External link]
	Dido
	Arista[image: External link]
	October 2000
	1
	3,088,700 (Jul 2016)[26]
	10×



	27
	White Ladder[image: External link]
	Gray, DavidDavid Gray[image: External link]
	IHT[image: External link]/East West[image: External link]
	November 1998
	1
	3,017,000 (Nov 2016)[30]
	10×



	28
	Talk on Corners[image: External link]
	Corrs, TheThe Corrs[image: External link]
	Atlantic[image: External link]
	October 1997
	1
	2,960,000 (Jan 2017)[31]
	9×



	29
	Spice
	Spice Girls
	Virgin
	November 1996
	1
	2,940,000 (Jul 2016)[32]
	10×



	30
	Fame, TheThe Fame[image: External link]
	Lady Gaga
	Interscope[image: External link]
	January 2009
	1
	2,940,000 (Feb 2017)[33]
	9×



	31
	Only by the Night[image: External link]
	Kings of Leon
	Hand Me Down
	September 2008
	1
	2,916,800 (Oct 2016)[34]
	9×



	32
	Rush of Blood to the Head, AA Rush of Blood to the Head[image: External link]
	Coldplay
	Parlophone[image: External link]
	August 2002
	1
	2,909,750 (Jun 2016)[35]
	9×



	33
	Life for Rent[image: External link]
	Dido
	Cheeky[image: External link]
	September 2003
	1
	2,885,000 (Jul 2016)[26]
	9×



	34
	Beautiful World[image: External link]
	Take That
	Polydor[image: External link]
	November 2006
	1
	2,850,000 (Jul 2016)[36]
	9×



	35
	Hopes and Fears[image: External link]
	Keane[image: External link]
	Island[image: External link]
	May 2004
	1
	2,833,750 (Oct 2016)[37]
	9×



	36
	Joshua Tree, TheThe Joshua Tree
	U2
	Island[image: External link]
	March 1987
	1
	2,790,000 (Oct 2015)[25]
	8×



	37
	War of the Worlds, TheThe War of the Worlds[image: External link]
	Wayne, JeffJeff Wayne[image: External link]
	Columbia
	June 1978
	5
	2,742,800+ (Jul 2016)
	9×



	38
	Scissor Sisters[image: External link]
	Scissor Sisters[image: External link]
	Polydor[image: External link]
	February 2004
	1
	2,742,800+ (Jul 2016)
	9×



	39
	...But Seriously[image: External link]
	Collins, PhilPhil Collins
	Virgin
	November 1989
	1
	2,742,800+ (Jul 2016)
	9×



	40
	X&Y[image: External link]
	Coldplay
	Parlophone[image: External link]
	June 2005
	1
	2,742,800+ (Jul 2016)
	9×



	41
	Jagged Little Pill
	Morissette, AlanisAlanis Morissette
	Maverick[image: External link]
	June 1995
	1
	2,742,800 (Jul 2016)[26]
	10×



	42
	Tubular Bells[image: External link]
	Oldfield, MikeMike Oldfield[image: External link]
	Virgin
	May 1973
	1
	2,687,500+ (Jul 2016)
	9×



	43
	Man Who, TheThe Man Who[image: External link]
	Travis[image: External link]
	Independiente[image: External link]
	May 1999
	1
	2,687,500 (May 2016)[38]
	9×



	44
	x
	Sheeran, EdEd Sheeran[image: External link]
	Asylum[image: External link]
	June 2014
	1
	2,675,600 (Mar 2017)[39]
	10×



	45
	Tracy Chapman[image: External link]
	Chapman, TracyTracy Chapman
	Elektra[image: External link]
	April 1988
	1
	2,670,000 (Jan 2016)[40]
	7×



	46
	Parachutes[image: External link]
	Coldplay
	Parlophone[image: External link]
	July 2000
	1
	2,626,900 (May 2014)[41]
	8×



	47
	Greatest Hits[image: External link]
	ABBA[image: External link]
	Epic[image: External link]
	November 1975
	1
	2,606,000 (Jul 2016)[2]
	8×



	48
	Grease[image: External link]
	Original soundtrack
	RSO[image: External link]
	April 1978
	1
	2,586,500+ (Jul 2016)
	8×



	49
	I've Been Expecting You[image: External link]
	Williams, RobbieRobbie Williams[image: External link]
	Chrysalis[image: External link]
	October 1998
	1
	2,586,500 (May 2016)[42]
	10×



	50
	Come Away with Me
	Jones, NorahNorah Jones
	Parlophone[image: External link]
	June 2002
	1
	2,556,650 (Oct 2016)[43]
	8×



	51
	Graceland
	Simon, PaulPaul Simon[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.[image: External link]
	August 1986
	1
	2,500,000+ (Jul 2016)
	7×



	52
	Sound of Music, TheThe Sound of Music[image: External link]
	Original soundtrack
	RCA Victor[image: External link]
	May 1965
	1
	2,500,000+ (Jul 2016)
	8×



	53
	Ladies & Gentlemen: The Best of[image: External link]
	Michael, GeorgeGeorge Michael
	Epic[image: External link]
	November 1998
	1
	2,500,000 (Jan 2016)[44]
	8×



	54
	Tango in the Night[image: External link]
	Fleetwood Mac
	Warner Bros.[image: External link]
	April 1987
	1
	2,500,000 (Apr 2017)[45]
	8×



	55
	Marshall Mathers LP, TheThe Marshall Mathers LP[image: External link]
	Eminem
	Interscope[image: External link]
	June 2000
	1
	2,385,700+ (Jul 2016)
	8×



	56
	Swing When You're Winning[image: External link]
	Williams, RobbieRobbie Williams[image: External link]
	Chrysalis[image: External link]
	November 2001
	1
	2,385,700 (May 2016)[42]
	7×



	57
	Progress
	Take That
	Polydor[image: External link]
	November 2010
	1
	2,360,000+ (Jul 2016)
	8×



	58
	Eyes Open[image: External link]
	Snow Patrol[image: External link]
	Fiction[image: External link]
	May 2006
	1
	2,360,000+ (Jul 2016)
	7×



	59
	Never Forget – The Ultimate Collection[image: External link]
	Take That
	RCA[image: External link]
	November 2005
	2
	2,360,000 (Jul 2016)[2]
	8×



	60
	Automatic for the People[image: External link]
	R.E.M.[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.[image: External link]
	October 1992
	1
	2,350,000 (Jul 2016)
	7×




Notes



	
^ Williams features on the chart twice as a solo artist and twice as a member of Take That.[7]


	
^ As an example, a 2× Platinum certification would reflect 2 × 300,000 = 600,000 sales.


	
^ a b c The record labels, dates and chart peaks are those given by the OCC.[20]


	
^ Sales rounded to the nearest 100 where available; a more precise figure is given in the reference.


	
^ The certifications are those given by the BPI as of April 2017.[19]
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Billboard Hot 100






"Hot 100" redirects here. For other uses, see Hot 100 (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The Billboard Hot 100 is the music industry[image: External link] standard record chart[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link] for singles[image: External link], published weekly by Billboard magazine. Chart rankings are based on sales (physical and digital[image: External link]), radio play[image: External link] and online streaming[image: External link].

The weekly sales period was originally Monday to Sunday, when Nielsen[image: External link] started tracking sales in 1991, but was changed to Friday to Thursday in July 2015. Radio airplay, which, unlike sales figures and streaming data, is readily available on a real-time basis, and is tracked on a Monday to Sunday cycle (previously Wednesday to Tuesday).[1] A new chart is compiled and officially released to the public by Billboard on Tuesdays. Example:


	Friday, January 1 – sales tracking-week begins, streaming tracking-week begins

	Monday, January 4 – airplay tracking-week begins

	Thursday, January 7 – sales tracking-week ends, streaming tracking-week ends

	Sunday, January 10 – airplay tracking-week ends

	Tuesday, January 12 – new chart released, with issue post-dated Saturday, January 23



The first number one song of the Hot 100 was "Poor Little Fool[image: External link]" by Ricky Nelson[image: External link], on August 4, 1958. As of the issue for the week ending on June 24, 2017, the Hot 100 has had 1,065 different number one hits. The current number one song is " Despacito[image: External link]" by Luis Fonsi[image: External link] and Daddy Yankee[image: External link] featuring Justin Bieber.[2]



TOP
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 History




Prior to 1955, Billboard did not have a unified, all-encompassing popularity chart, instead measuring songs by individual metrics. At the start of the rock era in 1955, three such charts existed:[citation needed[image: External link]]


	
Best Sellers in Stores was the first Billboard chart, established in 1936. This chart ranked the biggest selling singles in retail stores, as reported by merchants surveyed throughout the country (20 to 50 positions).

	
Most Played by Jockeys was Billboard's original airplay chart. It ranked the most played songs on United States radio stations, as reported by radio disc jockeys and radio stations (20 to 25 positions).

	
Most Played in Jukeboxes ranked the most played songs in jukeboxes[image: External link] across the United States (20 positions). This was one of the main outlets of measuring song popularity with the younger generation of music listeners, as many radio stations resisted adding rock and roll[image: External link] music to their playlists for many years.



Although officially all three charts had equal "weight" in terms of their importance, many chart historians refer to the Best Sellers in Stores chart when referencing a song's performance prior to the creation of the Hot 100; until the start of the rock era in 1955, radio was still in its Golden Age[image: External link], characterized more by spoken-word programs than music radio[image: External link], and physical record sales were still the dominant indicator of a recording's popularity.[ why?[image: External link]] On the week ending November 12, 1955, Billboard published The Top 100 for the first time. The Top 100 combined all aspects of a single's performance (sales, airplay and jukebox activity), based on a point system that typically gave sales (purchases) more weight than radio airplay. The Best Sellers In Stores, Most Played by Jockeys and Most Played in Jukeboxes charts continued to be published concurrently with the new Top 100 chart.

On June 17, 1957, Billboard discontinued the Most Played in Jukeboxes chart, as the popularity of jukeboxes waned and radio stations incorporated more and more rock-oriented music into their playlists. The week ending July 28, 1958 was the final publication of the Most Played By Jockeys and Top 100 charts, both of which had Perez Prado[image: External link]'s instrumental version of " Patricia[image: External link]" ascending to the top.

On August 4, 1958, Billboard premiered one main all-genre singles chart: the Hot 100. The Hot 100 quickly became the industry standard and Billboard discontinued the Best Sellers In Stores chart on October 13, 1958.

The Billboard Hot 100 is still the standard by which a song's popularity is measured in the United States. The Hot 100 is ranked by radio airplay audience impressions as measured by Nielsen BDS, sales data compiled by Nielsen Soundscan (both at retail and digitally) and streaming activity provided by online music sources.[citation needed[image: External link]]

There are several component charts that contribute to the overall calculation of the Hot 100. The most significant ones are:


	
Hot 100 Airplay[image: External link]: (per Billboard) approximately 1,000 stations, "composed of adult contemporary[image: External link], R&B, hip hop[image: External link], country, rock[image: External link], gospel[image: External link], Latin[image: External link] and Christian[image: External link] formats, digitally monitored twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week. Charts are ranked by number of gross audience impressions, computed by cross-referencing exact times of radio airplay with Arbitron[image: External link] listener data."

	
Hot Singles Sales: (per Billboard) "the top selling singles compiled from a national sample of retail store, mass merchant and internet sales reports collected, compiled, and provided by Nielsen SoundScan." The chart is released weekly and measures sales of physical commercial singles. With the decline in sales of physical singles in the US, many songs that become number one on this chart often do not even chart on the Hot 100.

	
Hot Digital Songs[image: External link]: Digital sales are tracked by Nielsen SoundScan and are included as part of a title's sales points.

	
Streaming Songs[image: External link]: a collaboration between Billboard, Nielsen SoundScan and National Association of Recording Merchandisers[image: External link] which measures the top streamed radio songs, on-demand songs and videos on leading online music services.
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 Compilation




The tracking week for sales and streaming begins on Friday and ends on Thursday, while the radio play tracking-week runs from Monday to Sunday. A new chart is compiled and officially released to the public by Billboard on Tuesday. Each chart is post-dated with the "week-ending" issue date 11 days after the charts are refreshed online. For example:


	Friday, January 1 – sales tracking-week begins, streaming tracking-week begins

	Monday, January 4 – airplay tracking-week begins

	Thursday, January 7 – sales tracking-week ends, streaming tracking-week ends

	Sunday, January 10 – airplay tracking-week ends

	Tuesday, January 12 – new chart released, with issue post-dated Saturday, January 23[1]
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 Hot 100 policy changes




The methods and policies by which this data is obtained and compiled have changed many times throughout the chart's history.

As the advent of a singles music chart spawned chart historians and chart-watchers and greatly affected pop culture[image: External link] and produced countless bits of trivia, the main purpose of the Hot 100 is to aid those within the music industry: to reflect the popularity of the "product" (the singles, the albums, etc.) and to track the trends of the buying public. Billboard has (many times) changed its methodology and policies to give the most precise and accurate reflection of what is popular. A very basic example of this would be the ratio given to sales and airplay. During the Hot 100's early history, singles were the leading way by which people bought music. At times, when singles sales were robust, more weight was given to a song's retail points than to its radio airplay.

As the decades passed, the recording industry concentrated more on album sales than singles sales. Musicians eventually expressed their creative output in the form of full-length albums rather than singles, and by the 1990s many record companies stopped releasing singles altogether (see Album Cuts, below). Eventually, a song's airplay points were weighted more so than its sales. Billboard has adjusted the sales/airplay ratio many times to more accurately reflect the true popularity of songs.
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 Double-sided singles




Billboard has also changed its Hot 100 policy regarding "two-sided singles" several times. The pre-Hot 100 chart "Best Sellers in Stores" listed popular A- and-B-sides together, with the side that was played most often (based on its other charts) listed first. One of the most notable of these, but far from the only one, was Elvis Presley's "Don't Be Cruel" / "Hound Dog". During the Presley single's chart run, top billing was switched back and forth between the two sides several times. But on the concurrent "Most Played in Juke Boxes", "Most Played by Jockeys" and the "Top 100", the two songs were listed separately, as was true of all songs. With the initiation of the Hot 100 in 1958, A- and-B-sides charted separately, as they had on the former Top 100.

Starting with the Hot 100 chart for the week ending November 29, 1969, this rule was altered; if both sides received significant airplay, they were listed together. This started to become a moot point by 1972, as most major record labels solidified a trend they had started in the 1960s by putting the same song on both sides of the singles it serviced to radio.

More complex issues began to arise as the typical A-and-B-side format of singles gave way to 12 inch singles[image: External link] and maxi-singles, many of which contained more than one B-side. Further problems arose when, in several cases, a B-side would eventually overtake the A-side in popularity, thus prompting record labels to release a new single, featuring the former B-side as the A-side, along with a "new" B-side.

The inclusion of album cuts on the Hot 100 put the double-sided hit issues to rest permanently.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Album cuts




As many Hot 100 chart policies have been modified over the years, one rule always remained constant: songs were not eligible to enter the Hot 100 unless they were available to purchase as a single. However, on December 5, 1998, the Hot 100 changed from being a "singles" chart to a "songs" chart. During the 1990s, a growing trend in the music industry was to promote songs to radio without ever releasing them as singles. It was claimed by major record labels that singles were cannibalizing album sales, so they were slowly phased out. During this period, accusations began to fly of chart manipulation as labels would hold off on releasing a single until airplay was at its absolute peak, thus prompting a top ten or, in some cases, a number one debut. In many cases, a label would delete a single from its catalog after only one week, thus allowing the song to enter the Hot 100, make a high debut and then slowly decline in position as the one-time production of the retail single sold out.

It was during this period that several popular mainstream hits never charted on the Hot 100, or charted well after their airplay had declined. During the period that they were not released as singles, the songs were not eligible to chart. Many of these songs dominated the Hot 100 Airplay chart for extended periods of time:


	1995 The Rembrandts[image: External link]: "I'll Be There for You[image: External link]" (number one for eight weeks)

	1996 No Doubt[image: External link]: "Don't Speak[image: External link]" (number one for 16 weeks)

	1997 Sugar Ray[image: External link] featuring Super Cat[image: External link]: " Fly[image: External link]" (number one for six weeks)

	1997 Will Smith[image: External link]: "Men in Black[image: External link]" (number one for four weeks)

	1997 The Cardigans[image: External link]: " Lovefool[image: External link]" (number two for eight weeks)

	1998 Natalie Imbruglia[image: External link]: " Torn[image: External link]" (number one for 11 weeks)

	1998 Goo Goo Dolls[image: External link]: " Iris[image: External link]" (number one for 18 weeks)



As debate and conflicts occurred more and more often, Billboard finally answered the requests of music industry artists and insiders by including airplay-only singles (or "album cuts") in the Hot 100.
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 EPs




Extended play[image: External link] (EP) releases were listed by Billboard on the Hot 100 and in pre-Hot 100 charts (Top 100) until the mid-to-late 1960s. With the growing popularity of albums, it was decided to move EPs (which typically contain four to six tracks) from the Hot 100 to the Billboard 200, where they are included to this day.
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 Digital downloads and online streaming




Since February 12, 2005, the Billboard Hot 100 tracks paid digital downloads from such internet services as iTunes[image: External link], Musicmatch[image: External link], and Rhapsody[image: External link]. Billboard initially started tracking downloads in 2003 with the Hot Digital Tracks[image: External link] chart. However, these downloads did not count towards the Hot 100 and that chart (as opposed to Hot Digital Songs[image: External link]) counted each version of a song separately (the chart still exists today along with Hot Digital Songs). This was the first major overhaul of the Hot 100's chart formula since December 1998.

The change in methodology has shaken up the chart considerably, with some songs debuting on the chart strictly with robust online sales and others making drastic leaps. In recent years, several songs have been able to achieve 80-to-90 position jumps in a single week as their digital components were made available at online music stores. Since 2006, the all-time record for the biggest single-week upward movement was broken nine times.

In the issue dated August 11, 2007, Billboard began incorporating weekly data from streaming media[image: External link] and on-demand services into the Hot 100. The first two major companies to provide their statistics to Nielsen BDS on a weekly basis were AOL[image: External link] Music and Yahoo! Music.[3] On March 24, 2012, Billboard premiered its On-Demand Songs[image: External link] chart, and its data was incorporated into the equation that compiles the Hot 100.[4] This was expanded to a broader Streaming Songs[image: External link] chart in January 2013, which ranks web radio streams from services such as Spotify[image: External link], as well as on-demand audio titles.[5] In February 2013, U.S. views for a song on YouTube were added to the Hot 100 formula. "Harlem Shake[image: External link]" was the first song to reach number one after the changes were made.[6] The Hot 100 formula starting 2013 generally incorporates sales (35–45%), airplay (30–40%) and streaming (20–30%), and the precise percentage can change from week to week.[7]
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 Remixes




Billboard has also answered the call of music industry insiders[ who?[image: External link]] who raised an issue regarding song remixes[image: External link]. A growing trend in the early first decade of the 21st century was to issue a song as a "remix" that was so drastically different in structure and lyrical content from its original version that it was essentially a whole new song. Under normal circumstances, airplay points from a song's album version, "radio" mix and/or dance music[image: External link] remix, etc. were all combined and factored into the song's performance on the Hot 100, as the structure, lyrics and melody remained intact. Criticisms began when songs were being completely re-recorded to the point that they no longer resembled the original recording. The first such example of this scenario is Jennifer Lopez[image: External link]' "I'm Real[image: External link]". Originally entering the Hot 100 in its album version, a "remix" was issued in the midst of its chart run that featured rapper Ja Rule[image: External link]. This new version proved to be far more popular than the album version and the track was propelled to number one.

To address this issue, Billboard now separates airplay points from a song's original version and its remix, if the remix is determined to be a "new song". Since administering this new chart rule, several songs have charted twice, normally credited as "Part 1" and "Part 2". The remix rule is still in place.
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 Recurrents




Billboard, in an effort to allow the chart to remain as current as possible and to give proper representation to new and developing artists and tracks, has (since 1991) removed titles that have reached certain criteria regarding its current rank and number of weeks on the chart. Recurrent criteria have been modified several times and currently (as of 2015), a song is permanently moved to "recurrent status" if it has spent 20 weeks on the Hot 100 and fallen below position number 50. Additionally, descending songs are removed from the chart if ranking below number 25 after 52 weeks.[8] Exceptions are made to re-releases and sudden resurgence in popularity of tracks that have taken a very long time to gain mainstream success. These rare cases are handled on a case-by-case basis and ultimately determined by Billboard's chart managers and staff.
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 Adjustment of tracking week




Billboard altered its tracking-week for sales, streaming and radio airplay in order to conform to a new Global Release Date, which now falls on Fridays in all major-market territories (United States product was formerly released on Tuesdays prior to June 2015). This modified tracking schedule took effect in the issue dated July 25, 2015.[1]
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 Year-end charts




Billboard's "chart year" runs from the first week of December to the final week in November. This altered calendar allows for Billboard to calculate year-end charts and release them in time for its final print issue in the last week of December.

Prior to Nielsen SoundScan, year-end singles charts were calculated by an inverse-point system based solely on a song's performance on the Hot 100 (for example, a song would be given one point for a week spent at position 100, two points for a week spent at position 99 and so forth, up to 100 points for each week spent at number one). Other factors including the total weeks a song spent on the chart and at its peak position were calculated into its year-end total.

After Billboard began obtaining sales and airplay information from Nielsen SoundScan, the year-end charts are now calculated by a very straightforward cumulative total of yearlong sales and airplay points. This gives a more accurate picture of any given year's most popular tracks, as a song that hypothetically spent nine weeks at number one in March could possibly have earned fewer cumulative points than a song that spent six weeks at number three in January. Songs at the peak of their popularity at the time of the November/December chart-year cutoff many times end up ranked on the following year's chart as well, as their cumulative points are split between the two chart-years, but often are ranked lower than they would have been had the peak occurred in a single year.
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 Limitations




The limitations of the Hot 100 have become more pronounced over time. Since the Hot 100 was based on singles sales, as singles have themselves become a less common form of song release, the Hot 100's data represented a narrowing segment of sales until the December 1998 change in the ranking formula.

Few music historians believe that the Hot 100 has been a perfectly accurate gauge of the most popular songs for each week or year. For example, during the 1950s and 1960s, payola[image: External link] and other problems skewed the numbers in largely undetectable ways.[9]

Further, the history of popular music shows nearly as many remarkable failures to chart as it does impressive charting histories. Certain artists (such as Pink Floyd and Led Zeppelin[image: External link]) had tremendous album sales while being oblivious to the weekly singles charts. Business changes in the industry also affect artists' statistical "records." Single releases were more frequent and steady, and were expected to have much shorter shelf lives in earlier decades, making direct historical comparisons somewhat specious. Of the 16 singles to top the Billboard chart for more than ten weeks since 1955, only two were released before 1992. During the first 40 years of the rock era, no song had ever debuted at number one; since a 1995 change in methodology, 19 songs have.

Strategizing also plays a role. Numerous record labels[image: External link] have taken deliberate steps to maximize their chart positions by such tactics as timing a single's debut to face the weakest possible competition, or massively discounting the price of singles to the point where each individual sale represented a financial loss. Meanwhile, other labels would deliberately withhold even their most marketable songs in order to boost album sales. Particularly in the 1990s, many of the most heavily played MTV and radio hits were unavailable for separate purchase. Because of such countervailing strategies, it cannot be said that a Hot 100 chart necessarily lists the country's 100 most popular or successful songs. Strategies like these were the main reason behind the December 1998 change in the charts.

Some critics[ who?[image: External link]] have argued that an overemphasis on a limited number of singles has distorted record industry development efforts, and there are nearly as many critics of the Hot 100 as there are supporters. Some of these criticisms, however, are becoming less and less germane as digital downloads have revitalized the concept of “singles sales.”

The Billboard charts have endured as the only widely circulated published report on songs that have been popular across the United States over the last half-century. Competing publications such as Cash Box[image: External link], Record World[image: External link], Radio & Records[image: External link] and most recently Mediabase[image: External link] have offered alternate charts, which sometimes differed widely.
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 Use in media




The Hot 100 served for many years as the data source for the weekly radio countdown show American Top 40[image: External link]. This relationship ended on November 30, 1991, as American Top 40 started using the airplay-only side of the Hot 100[image: External link] (then called Top 40 Radio Monitor). The ongoing splintering of Top 40 radio[image: External link] in the early 1990s led stations to lean into specific formats, meaning that practically no station would play the wide array of genres that typically composed each weekly Hot 100 chart.
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 Similar charts




A new chart, the Pop 100[image: External link], was created by Billboard in February 2005 to answer criticism that the Hot 100 was biased in favor of rhythmic[image: External link] songs, as throughout most of its existence, the Hot 100 was seen predominantly as a pop chart. It was discontinued in June 2009 due to the charts becoming increasingly similar.

The Canadian Hot 100[image: External link] was launched June 16, 2007. Like the Hot 100 chart, it uses sales and airplay tracking compiled by Nielsen SoundScan and BDS[image: External link].[10]

The Japan Hot 100[image: External link] was launched in the issue dated May 31, 2008, using the same methodologies as the Hot 100 charts for the U.S. and Canada, utilizing sales and airplay data from SoundScan Japan and radio tracking service Plantech.[11]

Further information: List of Billboard Hot 100 chart achievements and milestones[image: External link]
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Billboard 200






The Billboard 200 is a record chart[image: External link] ranking the 200 most popular music albums[image: External link] and EPs[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link], published weekly by Billboard magazine. It is frequently used to convey the popularity of an artist[image: External link] or groups of artists. Often, a recording act will be remembered by its "number ones[image: External link]", those of their albums that outperformed all others during at least one week.

The chart is based mostly on sales (both at retail[image: External link] and digital[image: External link]) of albums in the United States. The weekly sales period was originally Monday to Sunday when Nielsen[image: External link] started tracking sales in 1991, but since July 2015, tracking week begins on Friday (to coincide with the Global Release Date of the music industry[image: External link]) and ends on Thursday. A new chart is published the following Tuesday with an issue post-dated to the Saturday of the following week. The chart's streaming[image: External link] schedule is also tracked from Friday to Thursday.[1]


	Friday January 1 – sales tracking week begins

	Thursday January 7 – sales tracking week ends

	Tuesday January 12 – new chart published, with issue date of Saturday January 23.



New product is released to the American market on Fridays. Digital downloads[image: External link] of albums are also included in Billboard 200 tabulation. Albums that are not licensed for retail sale in the United States (yet purchased in the U.S. as imports) are not eligible to chart. A long-standing policy which made titles that are sold exclusively by specific retail outlets (such as Walmart[image: External link] and Starbucks[image: External link]) ineligible for charting, was reversed on November 7, 2007, and took effect in the issue dated November 17.[2]

Beginning with the December 13, 2014 issue, Billboard updated the methodology of their album chart to also include on-demand streaming and digital track sales (as measured by Nielsen SoundScan) by way of a new algorithm, utilizing data from all of the major on-demand audio subscription and online music sales services[image: External link] in the United States.[3]

As of the issue dated June 17, 2017, the number-one album on the Billboard 200 is Hopeless Fountain Kingdom[image: External link] by Halsey[image: External link].[4]
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 History




Billboard began an album chart in 1945. Initially only five positions long, the album chart was not published on a weekly basis, sometimes three to seven weeks passing before it was updated. A biweekly (though with a few gaps), 15-position Best-Selling Popular Albums chart appeared in 1955. With the increase in album sales as the early 1950s format wars stabilized into market dominance by 45 RPM singles and long-playing twelve-inch albums, with 78 RPM record and long-playing ten-inch album sales decreasing dramatically, Billboard premiered a weekly Best-Selling Popular Albums chart on March 24, 1956. The position count varied anywhere from 10 to 30 albums. The first number-one album on the new weekly list was Belafonte by Harry Belafonte[image: External link]. The chart was renamed to Best-Selling Pop Albums later in 1956, and then to Best-Selling Pop LPs in 1957.

Beginning on May 25, 1959, Billboard split the ranking into two charts Best-Selling Stereophonic LPs for stereo[image: External link] albums (30 positions) and Best-Selling Monophonic LPs for mono[image: External link] albums (50 positions). These were renamed to Stereo Action Charts (30 positions) and Mono Action Charts (40 positions) in 1960. In January 1961, they became Action Albums—Stereophonic (15 positions) and Action Albums—Monophonic (25 positions). Three months later, they became Top LPs—Stereo (50 positions) and Top LPs—Monaural (150 positions).

On August 17, 1963 the stereo and mono charts were combined into a 150-position chart called Top LPs. On April 1, 1967, the chart was expanded to 175 positions, then finally to 200 positions on May 13, 1967. In February 1972, the album chart's title was changed to Top LPs & Tape; in 1984 it was retitled Top 200 Albums; in 1985 it was retitled again to Top Pop Albums; in 1991 it became The Billboard 200 Top Albums; and it was given its current title of The Billboard 200 on March 14, 1992.
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 Catalog albums




In 1960, Billboard began concurrently publishing album charts which ranked sales of older or mid-priced titles. These Essential Inventory charts were divided by stereo and mono albums, and featured titles that had already appeared on the main stereo and mono album charts. Mono albums were moved to the Essential Inventory—Mono chart (25 positions) after spending 40 weeks on the Mono Action Chart, and stereo albums were moved to the Essential Inventory—Stereo chart (20 positions) after 20 weeks on the Stereo Action Chart.

In January 1961, the Action Charts became Action Albums—Monophonic (24 positions), and Action Albums—Stereophonic (15 positions). Albums appeared on either chart for up to nine weeks, then were moved to an Essential Inventory list of approximately 200 titles, with no numerical ranking. This list continued to be published until the consolidated Top LPs chart debuted in 1963.

In 1982, Billboard began publishing a Midline Albums chart (alternatively titled Midline LPs) which ranked older or mid-priced titles. The chart held 50 positions and was published on a bi-weekly (and later tri-weekly) basis.

On May 25, 1991, Billboard premiered the Top Pop Catalog Albums[image: External link] chart. The criteria for this chart were albums that were more than 18 months old and had fallen below position 100 on the Billboard 200.[5] An album needed not have charted on the Billboard 200 at all to qualify for catalog status.

Starting with the issue dated December 5, 2009, however, the catalog limitations which removed albums over 18 months old, that have dropped below position 100 and have no currently-running single, from the Billboard 200 was lifted, turning the chart into an all-inclusive list of the 200 highest-selling albums in the country (essentially changing Top Comprehensive Albums[image: External link] into the Billboard 200). A new chart that keeps the previous criteria for the Billboard 200 (dubbed Top Current Albums) was also introduced in the same issue.[6]
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 Holiday albums




Billboard has adjusted its policies for Christmas[image: External link][7] and holiday[7] albums several times. The albums were eligible for the main album charts until 1963, when a Christmas Albums list was created. Albums appearing here were not listed on the Top LPs chart. In 1974, this rule was reverted and holiday albums again appeared within the main list.

In 1983, the Christmas Albums chart was resurrected, but a title's appearance here did not disqualify it from appearing on the Top Pop Albums chart. In 1994 the chart was retitled Top Holiday Albums. As of 2009 the chart holds 50 positions and is run for several weeks during the end-of-calendar-year holiday season. Its current policy allows holiday albums to concurrently chart on the Top Holiday Albums list and the Billboard 200.
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 Incorporation of streaming data and track sales




See also: album-equivalent unit[image: External link]


Beginning with the December 13, 2014 issue, Billboard updated the methodology of its album chart again, changing from a "pure sales-based ranking" to one measuring "multi-metric consumption".[3] With this overhaul, the Billboard 200 includes on-demand streaming and digital track sales (as measured by Nielsen SoundScan) by way of a new algorithm, utilizing data from all of the major on-demand audio subscription services including Spotify[image: External link], Beats Music[image: External link], Google Play[image: External link] and Xbox Music[image: External link]. Under the new methodology, ten track sales or 1,500 song streams from an album are treated as equivalent to one purchase of the album. Billboard will continue to publish a pure album sales chart, called Top Album Sales, that maintains the traditional Billboard 200 methodology, based exclusively on SoundScan's sales data.[3]
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 Nielsen SoundScan




Since May 25, 1991, the Billboard 200's positions have been derived from Nielsen SoundScan sales data, as of 2008 contributed by approximately 14,000 music sellers. Because these numbers are supplied by a subset of sellers rather than record labels[image: External link], it is common for these numbers to be substantially lower than those reported by the Recording Industry Association of America when Gold, Platinum and Diamond album[image: External link] awards are announced (RIAA awards reflect wholesale shipments, not retail sales).
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 Year-end charts




Billboard's "chart year" runs from the first week of December to the final week in November. This altered calendar allows for Billboard to calculate year-end charts and release them in time for its final print issue in the last week of December. Prior to Nielsen SoundScan, year-end charts were calculated by an inverse-point system based solely on an album's performance on the Billboard 200 (for example, an album would be given one point for a week spent at position 200, two points for a week spent at position 199... up to 200 points for each week spent at number one). Other factors including the total weeks on the chart and at its peak position were calculated into an album's year-end total.

After Billboard began obtaining sales information from Nielsen SoundScan, the year-end charts are now calculated by a very straightforward cumulative total of yearlong sales. This gives a more accurate picture of any given year's best-selling albums, as a title that hypothetically spent nine weeks at number one in March could possibly have sold fewer copies than one spending six weeks at number three in January. Interestingly, albums at the peak of their popularity at the time of the November/December chart-year cutoff many times end up ranked lower than one would expect on a year-end tally, yet are ranked on the following year's chart as well, as their cumulative points are split between the two chart-years.
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 Uses




The Billboard 200 can be helpful to radio[image: External link] stations as an indication of the types of music listeners are interested in hearing. Retailers[image: External link] can also find it useful as a way to determine which recordings should be given the most prominent display in a store. Other outlets, such as airline[image: External link] music services, also employ the Billboard charts to determine their programming.
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 Limitations




The chart omits unit sales for listed albums and total recorded sales, making it impossible to determine, for example, if the number-one album this week sold as well as the number-one from the same period in the prior year. It is also impossible to determine the relative success of albums on a single chart; there is no indication of whether the number-one album sold thousands more copies than number 50, or only dozens more. All music genres[image: External link] are combined, but there are separate Billboard charts for individual market segments. The complete sales data broken down by location is made available, but only in the form of separate SoundScan subscriptions.
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 All-Time Billboard 200 achievements (1963–2015)




In 2015, Billboard magazine compiled a ranking of the 100 best-performing albums on the chart over the 52 years, along with the best-performing artists.[8] Shown below are the top 10 albums and top 10 artists over the 52-year period of the Billboard 200, through October 2015. Also shown are the artists placing the most albums on the overall "all-time" top 100 album list.
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 Top 10 albums of All-Time (1963–2015)






	Rank
	Album
	Year released
	Artist(s)
	Peak and duration



	1
	21
	
2011


	Adele
	#1 for 24 weeks



	2
	The Sound of Music[image: External link]
	
1965


	Soundtrack
	#1 for 2 weeks



	3
	Thriller
	
1983


	Michael Jackson
	#1 for 37 weeks



	4
	Fearless
	
2008


	Taylor Swift
	#1 for 11 weeks



	5
	Born in the U.S.A.
	
1984


	Bruce Springsteen
	#1 for 7 weeks



	6
	Ropin' the Wind
	
1991


	Garth Brooks
	#1 for 18 weeks



	7
	Jagged Little Pill
	
1995


	Alanis Morissette
	#1 for 12 weeks



	8
	Doctor Zhivago[image: External link]
	
1966


	Soundtrack
	#1 for 1 week



	9
	All the Right Reasons[image: External link]
	
2005


	Nickelback
	#1 for 1 week



	10
	Tapestry
	
1971


	Carole King
	#1 for 15 weeks




Source:[9]
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 Top 10 albums artists of All-Time (1963–2015)






	Rank
	Artist



	1
	The Beatles



	2
	The Rolling Stones[image: External link]



	3
	Barbra Streisand[image: External link]



	4
	Garth Brooks



	5
	Elton John



	6
	Mariah Carey



	7
	Herb Alpert



	8
	Taylor Swift



	9
	Chicago[image: External link]



	10
	Michael Jackson




Source:[10]
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 Artists with the most albums on Billboard's Top 200 Albums of All-Time (1963–2015)






	Number of

albums
	Artist
	Albums (ranking)



	
5


	The Beatles
	
Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band (54), A Hard Day's Night[image: External link] (105), 1 (131), Abbey Road[image: External link] (135), Meet the Beatles![image: External link] (187)



	
4


	Taylor Swift
	
Fearless (4), Taylor Swift[image: External link] (18), 1989 (64), Red[image: External link] (140)



	Led Zeppelin[image: External link]
	
Led Zeppelin II[image: External link] (146), Houses of the Holy[image: External link] (185), Led Zeppelin IV[image: External link] (194), In Through the Out Door[image: External link] (198)



	
3


	Michael Jackson
	
Thriller (3), Bad[image: External link] (138), Off the Wall[image: External link] (149)



	Nickelback
	
All the Right Reasons[image: External link] (9), Silver Side Up[image: External link] (162), Dark Horse[image: External link] (182)



	Whitney Houston
	
Whitney Houston (11), The Bodyguard (23), Whitney[image: External link] (159)



	Herb Alpert
	
Whipped Cream & Other Delights[image: External link] (13), Going Places[image: External link] (44), What Now My Love[image: External link] (170)



	Elton John
	
Goodbye Yellow Brick Road (39), Honky Château[image: External link] (145), Captain Fantastic and the Brown Dirt Cowboy[image: External link] (175)



	Mariah Carey
	
Mariah Carey (50), The Emancipation of Mimi[image: External link] (52), Music Box[image: External link] (87)



	Janet Jackson
	
Control[image: External link] (72), Janet Jackson's Rhythm Nation 1814 (94), Janet[image: External link] (119)



	
2


	Garth Brooks
	
Ropin' the Wind (6), No Fences[image: External link] (29)



	Fleetwood Mac
	
Rumours (15), Fleetwood Mac[image: External link] (74)



	Celine Dion
	
Falling into You (21), Let's Talk About Love[image: External link] (164)



	Pink Floyd
	
The Dark Side of the Moon[image: External link] (31), The Wall (92)



	Creed[image: External link]
	
Human Clay[image: External link] (34), Weathered[image: External link] (181)



	Santana
	
Supernatural (36), Abraxas[image: External link] (114)



	Backstreet Boys
	
Backstreet Boys[image: External link] (42), Millennium (70)



	Eminem
	
The Eminem Show (56), Recovery[image: External link] (93)



	Boyz II Men[image: External link]
	
II[image: External link] (61), Cooleyhighharmony[image: External link] (129)



	Green Day[image: External link]
	
American Idiot[image: External link] (73), Dookie[image: External link] (172)



	Nelly[image: External link]
	
Country Grammar[image: External link] (85), Nellyville[image: External link] (174)



	John Denver[image: External link]
	
John Denver's Greatest Hits[image: External link] (86), Back Home Again[image: External link] (193)



	Chicago[image: External link]
	
Chicago II[image: External link] (89), Chicago V[image: External link] (165)



	The Black Eyed Peas
	
The E.N.D[image: External link] (96), Monkey Business[image: External link] (134)



	Justin Timberlake
	
FutureSex/LoveSounds[image: External link] (97), The 20/20 Experience (200)



	Mumford & Sons[image: External link]
	
Sigh No More[image: External link] (106), Babel (116)



	Alicia Keys
	
Songs in A Minor[image: External link] (107), As I Am[image: External link] (128)



	NSYNC
	
No Strings Attached (111), NSYNC[image: External link] (137)



	The Monkees
	
The Monkees[image: External link] (132), More of the Monkees (156)



	Eagles[image: External link]
	
The Long Run[image: External link] (148), One of These Nights[image: External link] (155)



	Billy Joel
	
Glass Houses[image: External link] (168), 52nd Street (191)
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 Artist milestones
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 Most top-ten albums




Source:[11][12]


	
The Rolling Stones[image: External link] (37)

	
Barbra Streisand[image: External link] (34)

	
Frank Sinatra (33)

	
The Beatles (32)

	
Elvis Presley (27)
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 Most number-one albums




Source:[13][14]


	
The Beatles (19)

	
Jay Z[image: External link] (13)

	
Barbra Streisand[image: External link] (11)

	
Bruce Springsteen (10) (tie)


	
Elvis Presley (10) (tie)


	
Garth Brooks (9) (tie)


	
The Rolling Stones[image: External link] (9) (tie)
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 Most consecutive number-one studio albums




Source:[15][16][17][18]


	
The Beatles (8) (tie)


	
The Rolling Stones[image: External link] (8) (tie)


	
Elton John (7) (tie)


	
Eminem (7) (tie)


	
Kanye West (7) (tie)


	
Metallica[image: External link] (6) (tie)


	
Beyoncé (6) (tie)


	
Dave Matthews Band[image: External link] (6) (tie)
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 Most consecutive studio albums to debut at number-one




Source:[17][19][20] [21]


	
Kanye West (7)

	
Metallica[image: External link] (6) (tie)


	
Beyoncé (6) (tie)


	
Dave Matthews Band[image: External link] (6) (tie)


	
Eminem (6) (tie)


	
Madonna (5) (tie)


	
U2 (5) (tie)


	
Disturbed[image: External link] (5) (tie)
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 Most cumulative weeks at number one





	
The Beatles (132)

	
Elvis Presley (67)

	
Michael Jackson (51) (tie)


	
Garth Brooks (51) (tie)


	
Whitney Houston (46) (tie)


	
The Kingston Trio[image: External link] (46) (tie)
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 Most albums in the top 10 simultaneously





	
Prince[image: External link] (5) 2016

	
The Kingston Trio[image: External link] (4 for 5 consecutive weeks) 1959 [22][23][24][25][26]


	
Herb Alpert & the Tijuana Brass (4) 1966

	Peter, Paul & Mary (3)

	
Whitney Houston (3) 2012[27]


	
Led Zeppelin[image: External link] (3) 2014
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 Most albums in the Top 200 simultaneously





	
Prince[image: External link] (19) 2016[28]


	
The Beatles (13) 2014[29]


	
Whitney Houston (10) 2012[30]


	
David Bowie (10) 2016[29]


	
Led Zeppelin[image: External link] (9) 1979[31]


	
Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young (8) 1971[32]


	
The Monkees (7) 1986[33]


	
U2 (7)

	
Pearl Jam[image: External link] (7) 2001[34]
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 Most weeks at number one





	(54 weeks) West Side Story – Soundtrack (1962–63) - this is its run on the stereo album chart; it was only number one for twelve weeks on the mono album chart

	(37 weeks) Thriller – Michael Jackson (1983–84)


	(31 weeks) Rumours – Fleetwood Mac (1977–78)


	(31 weeks) South Pacific[image: External link] – Soundtrack (1958–59)


	(31 weeks) Calypso – Harry Belafonte[image: External link] (1956–57)


	(24 weeks) 21 – Adele (2011–12)


	(24 weeks) Purple Rain[image: External link] – Prince[image: External link] and the Revolution[image: External link]/Soundtrack (1984–85)


	(24 weeks) Saturday Night Fever: The Original Movie Sound Track[image: External link] – Bee Gees/Soundtrack (1978)


	(21 weeks) Please Hammer, Don't Hurt 'Em[image: External link] – MC Hammer[image: External link] (1990)


	(20 weeks) The Bodyguard: Original Soundtrack Album – Whitney Houston/Soundtrack (1992–93)


	(20 weeks) Blue Hawaii[image: External link] – Elvis Presley/Soundtrack (1961–62) - this is its run on the mono album chart; it was only number one for four weeks on the stereo album chart
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 Most weeks on the chart





	Note that totals are for the main albums chart only, catalog chart totals are not factored in.[35]




	(929 weeks) The Dark Side of the Moon[image: External link] – Pink Floyd[36]


	(490 weeks) Johnny's Greatest Hits[image: External link] – Johnny Mathis[image: External link]


	(480 weeks) My Fair Lady – Original Cast Recording

	(473 weeks) Legend[image: External link] – Bob Marley and the Wailers[image: External link][37]


	(464 weeks) Journey's Greatest Hits[image: External link] – Journey[image: External link][38]


	(434 weeks) Metallica[image: External link] – Metallica[image: External link][39]


	(402 weeks) Greatest Hits[image: External link] – Guns N' Roses[image: External link][40]


	(365 weeks) Nevermind[image: External link] – Nirvana[image: External link][41]


	(344 weeks) Curtain Call: The Hits[image: External link] – Eminem[42]


	(331 weeks) Highlights from the Phantom of the Opera[image: External link] – Original Cast Recording

	(329 weeks) 21 – Adele


	(327 weeks) Doo-Wops & Hooligans[image: External link] – Bruno Mars


	(323 weeks) The Eminem Show – Eminem

	(318 weeks) Tapestry[image: External link] – Carole King[43]


	(318 weeks) Chronicle: The 20 Greatest Hits[image: External link] – Creedence Clearwater Revival[image: External link]


	(305 weeks) Oklahoma![image: External link] – Soundtrack

	(295 weeks) Heavenly[image: External link] – Johnny Mathis

	(293 weeks) Thriller – Michael Jackson


	(291 weeks) Back in Black[image: External link] – AC/DC[image: External link]


	(289 weeks) Led Zeppelin IV[image: External link] – Led Zeppelin[image: External link][44]


	(288 weeks) The Foundation[image: External link] – Zac Brown Band[image: External link][45]
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 Biggest jumps to number one





	(176–1) Life After Death[image: External link] – The Notorious B.I.G.[image: External link] (April 12, 1997)


	(173–1) Vitalogy[image: External link] – Pearl Jam[image: External link] (December 24, 1994)


	(156–1) In Rainbows[image: External link] – Radiohead[image: External link] (January 19, 2008)


	(137–1) Ghetto D[image: External link] – Master P[image: External link] (September 20, 1997)


	(122–1) More of The Monkees[image: External link] – The Monkees (February 11, 1967)


	(112–1) MP da Last Don[image: External link] – Master P[image: External link] (June 20, 1998)


	(98–1) Beatles '65[image: External link] – The Beatles (January 9, 1965)


	(61–1) Help![image: External link] – The Beatles (September 11, 1965)


	(60–1) Rubber Soul[image: External link] – The Beatles (January 8, 1966)


	(53–1) Ballad of the Green Berets – Barry Sadler[image: External link] (March 12, 1966)
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 Biggest drops from number one





	(1–43) This House Is Not for Sale[image: External link] – Bon Jovi (December 3, 2016)


	(1–41) A Pentatonix Christmas[image: External link] – Pentatonix[image: External link][46] (January 21, 2017)


	(1–37) Light Grenades[image: External link] – Incubus[image: External link] (December 23, 2006)


	(1–30) One More Light[image: External link] – Linkin Park[image: External link] (June 17, 2017)


	(1–26) Mission Bell[image: External link] – Amos Lee[image: External link][47] (February 19, 2011)


	(1–26) I Like It When You Sleep, for You Are So Beautiful Yet So Unaware of It[image: External link] – The 1975[image: External link][48] (March 26, 2016)


	(1–25) Showroom of Compassion[image: External link] – Cake[image: External link][49] (February 5, 2011)


	(1–24) Christmas[image: External link] – Michael Bublé[image: External link][50] (January 14, 2012)


	(1–24) Blue Slide Park[image: External link] – Mac Miller[image: External link] (December 3, 2011)


	(1–22) Burning Lights[image: External link] – Chris Tomlin[image: External link][51] (February 2, 2013)


	(1–21) The Golden Age of Grotesque[image: External link] – Marilyn Manson[image: External link] (June 7, 2003)


	(1–20) Walls[image: External link] – Kings of Leon[52] (November 12, 2016)
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 Additional milestones





	
Barbra Streisand[image: External link] is the only artist to have number 1 albums in 6 decades. Her first was the 1964 album People[image: External link] and her most recent was the 2016 album Encore: Movie Partners Sing Broadway[image: External link], with a few weeks shy of 52 years between the two hitting number 1.

	The first album to debut at number one was Captain Fantastic and the Brown Dirt Cowboy[image: External link] by Elton John.[53] John repeated the same feat with the album Rock of the Westies[image: External link] – the second album to debut at number one – making John the first artist to have two consecutive studio albums debut at number one.[53] Whitney Houston's second album Whitney[image: External link] was the first album by a female artist to debut at number one.

	In the early 1960s, Bob Newhart had the accomplishment of having the number-one and number-two albums simultaneously on the Billboard albums chart, with The Button-Down Mind of Bob Newhart and The Button-Down Mind Strikes Back! This feat was equaled by The Beatles multiple times. They did this twice in 1964 with Meet The Beatles![image: External link] and Introducing... The Beatles[image: External link], and then with A Hard Day's Night[image: External link] and Something New[image: External link], followed in 1969 with the album The Beatles[image: External link] (commonly known as The White Album) and the soundtrack for the film Yellow Submarine[image: External link]. In 1991, Guns N' Roses[image: External link] held the top two with Use Your Illusion I[image: External link] and Use Your Illusion II[image: External link], in 2004, Nelly[image: External link]'s Suit[image: External link] and Sweat[image: External link] and in 2017, Future[image: External link]'s Future[image: External link] and HNDRXX[image: External link].[54]


	As a musician, Paul McCartney[image: External link] has the most number-one albums, with 26. This includes 19 albums from his work with The Beatles (referenced earlier in this article), 2 solo albums, and 5 albums as a part of his 1970s group Wings. John Lennon is in second place with 22, including 19 albums with The Beatles, 2 solo albums, and 1 album credited to him and his wife Yoko Ono.

	McCartney also has the most top 10 albums, with 50. This includes 32 with The Beatles (referenced earlier in this article), 8 albums with the group Wings, 1 album credited to him and his first wife Linda McCartney[image: External link], and 9 solo albums.[55]


	As of 2008, Pink Floyd's The Dark Side of the Moon[image: External link] has been on the charts for over 1,630 weeks, or approximately 31 years. Consecutively, the album spent a record 929 weeks on the Billboard 200. The other weeks were spent on the Top Pop Catalog Albums chart. Its closest rival is Bob Marley[image: External link]'s Legend[image: External link], checking in at over 975 weeks (Billboard 200 and Top Pop Catalog Albums combined).

	
Tapestry[image: External link] by Carole King holds the record for most consecutive weeks at number one on the Billboard 200 for any one album by a female solo artist with 15 weeks.[56]


	
Forever Your Girl[image: External link] by Paula Abdul[image: External link] spent 64 consecutive weeks on the Billboard 200 before hitting number one, making it the longest time for an album to reach the number-one spot, while the soundtrack to O Brother, Where Art Thou took 63 weeks to reach number one in 2001 making it the longest run since Nielsen SoundScan began tracking sales.

	The only EPs[image: External link] to reach number one on the chart are Alice in Chains[image: External link]'s Jar of Flies[image: External link] in 1994, Linkin Park[image: External link] and Jay-Z[image: External link]'s collaboration EP, Collision Course[image: External link] in 2004, the cast of the television series Glee[image: External link] with Glee: The Music, The Power of Madonna[image: External link] and Glee: The Music, Journey to Regionals[image: External link] in 2010, and Bad Meets Evil[image: External link]'s Hell: The Sequel[image: External link].

	
The Monkees are the only band to have had four number-one albums in the same year.[57] Elvis Presley,[58] The Kingston Trio[image: External link],[59] The Beatles, and the cast of the television series Glee[image: External link] had three different albums hit number one in the same year. Fourteen artists have had two different albums hit number one in the same year: The Kingston Trio[image: External link] in 1959,[59][60] Beyoncé, Led Zeppelin[image: External link], DMX[image: External link], Jay-Z[image: External link], Garth Brooks, 2Pac[image: External link], System of a Down[image: External link], Eminem, Susan Boyle, One Direction, Justin Timberlake, Drake[image: External link] and Future[image: External link].

	
Prince[image: External link] is the only artist to have five albums simultaneously in the top ten, which occurred for a week in May 2016.

	
The Kingston Trio[image: External link] had four albums simultaneously in the top ten, which occurred for five consecutive weeks in November and December 1959.[22][23][24][25][26][61][62] Herb Alpert and The Tijuana Brass matched this with four albums in the Top Ten in April 1966.[63]


	In 2001, Britney Spears became the first female artist in the chart's history to have her first three albums debut at number one. She broke this record two years later with a fourth number-one debut.[64] With the number-one debut of her Circus[image: External link] album in 2008, Spears also became the youngest female artist in history to have five number-one albums.[65] She later beat the record when her 7th studio album, Femme Fatale[image: External link] debuted at number one on April, 2011.

	The first UK solo artist to debut at number one with a debut album is Leona Lewis on April 26, 2008 with the album Spirit[image: External link].[66] The first UK group to debut at number one with a debut album is One Direction on March 31, 2012 with the album Up All Night[image: External link].[67]


	Oldest male to debut at number one: Tony Bennett on October 8, 2011 (85 years, 66 days old) with the album Duets II[image: External link]. He was born August 3, 1926. Later, he surpassed his own record when his collaborative album with Lady Gaga, Cheek to Cheek[image: External link] debuted at number one on October 11, 2014 (88 years, 69 days old).

	Oldest female to debut at number one: Barbra Streisand[image: External link] on September 17, 2016 (74 years, 146 days old) with the album Encore: Movie Partners Sing Broadway[image: External link]. She was born April 24, 1942.

	The issue dated July 11, 2009 was the first time any catalog album outsold the number-one album on the Billboard 200. Three of Michael Jackson's albums (Number Ones[image: External link], The Essential Michael Jackson[image: External link] and Thriller) claimed positions 1-3 respectively on Top Pop Catalog Albums and Top Comprehensive Albums in the week following Jackson's death.[68][69]


	With 24 weeks at number one for her album 21, Adele holds the record for the longest time for a solo album by a female to remain at the top of the Billboard 200. This run was concurrent with her three number-one singles on the Hot 100. 21 also holds the record for the longest time for an album by a female solo artist to remain on the Billboard albums chart, with over six years.

	In 2012, Adam Lambert[image: External link] became the first openly gay[image: External link] musician to debut at No. 1 with his album Trespassing[image: External link].[70]


	There have been 23 albums released on an independent label[image: External link] to reach No. 1 on the Billboard 200.[71]


	As of September 27, 2015, only fourteen artists had topped the Billboard 200 without having had any singles appear on the Hot 100: Van Cliburn[image: External link], Bob Newhart, Judy Garland (who had hit singles which predated the Hot 100), Vaughn Meader, Frank Fontaine[image: External link], Blind Faith[image: External link], Pantera[image: External link], Bob Carlisle[image: External link] (whose hit song "Butterfly Kisses[image: External link]" was ineligible for the Hot 100 but charted on radio airplay charts), Il Divo[image: External link], Slipknot[image: External link], Vampire Weekend[image: External link], The Decemberists[image: External link], Amos Lee[image: External link] and Lecrae[image: External link].[72] Jackie Gleason[image: External link], at least for a time, held the record for the most albums to top the Billboard 200 without charting any songs in the top 40 of the Hot 100; three of Gleason's mood music albums topped the Billboard 200 in the mid-1950s.[73]


	As of December 18, 2013, Beyoncé became the only female artist to have her first 5 studio albums debut at No. 1 on the Billboard 200 chart, following the release of her self-titled album Beyoncé[image: External link].[18]


	
One Direction became the first group in history to debut at No. 1 with its first three albums when Midnight Memories debuted at number one on the Billboard 200 dated December 14, 2013. They later became the first group to debut at No. 1 with their first four albums when Four[image: External link] debuted atop the chart on November 26, 2014.[74]


	
Led Zeppelin[image: External link] hold the record for the longest gap between an album returning to the Top 10. Led Zeppelin[image: External link] first hit the Top 10 on the Billboard Top LP's chart for the week ending 17 May 1969 and returned 45 years and 35 days later at No.7, on the Billboard 200, for the week ending 21 June 2014.

	On May 1, 2016, Beyoncé broke the record she previously set in 2013, by becoming the only female artist to have her first 6 studio albums debut at No. 1 on the Billboard 200 chart, following the release of her sixth studio album Lemonade. Beyoncé also becomes the first and only artist in Billboard chart history to have all of her studio albums debut at No. 1, breaking a tied record with DMX.

	On May 22, 2016, Coloring Book[image: External link] by Chance the Rapper became the first streaming-only album to chart on the Billboard 200, debuting at No. 8, with the album being streamed 57.3 million times in its first week, which was equivalent to 38,000 units sold.[75]


	On March 18, 2017, Future[image: External link] made history by achieving back-to-back No. 1 album debuts in successive weeks with Future[image: External link] and HNDRXX[image: External link] for the first time in the chart's history.[54]
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Joel Whitburn[image: External link] Presents the Billboard Albums, 6th edition, ISBN[image: External link] 0-89820-166-7[image: External link]
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Skyfall (song)






"Skyfall" is the theme song of the 2012 James Bond film Skyfall, performed by British singer Adele. It was co-written by Adele and producer Paul Epworth[image: External link] and features orchestration[image: External link] by J. A. C. Redford. Film company Eon Productions[image: External link] invited the singer to work on the theme song in early 2011, a task that Adele accepted after reading the film's script. While composing the song, Adele and Epworth aimed to capture the mood and style of the other Bond themes, including dark and moody lyrics descriptive of the film's plot.

"Skyfall" was released at 0:07 BST[image: External link] on 5 October 2012 as part of the Global James Bond Day[image: External link], celebrating the 50th anniversary of the release of Dr. No[image: External link], the first James Bond film. The song quickly went to the top of the iTunes[image: External link] chart, and reached number two at the UK Singles Chart[image: External link] and eight on the Billboard Hot 100. Reviews were positive, with the song being compared to Shirley Bassey[image: External link]'s Bond themes, and "Skyfall" became the first Bond theme to win at the Golden Globes, the Brit Awards and the Academy Awards. It also won the Grammy Award for Best Song Written for Visual Media. During the 85th Academy Awards[image: External link], Adele performed the song live for the first time.



TOP
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 Background and production




In early 2011 Sony Pictures[image: External link] President of Music, Lia Vollack[image: External link], suggested to the James Bond film producers at Eon Productions[image: External link] that they ask Adele to record a theme song for their next Bond film, later revealed to be titled Skyfall.[1] Vollack thought that Adele would be a good choice to ask to record a Bond theme song, because her music had a "soulful, haunting, evocative quality", which Vollack considered would bring back the "classic Shirley Bassey[image: External link] feel" associated with several early Bond films.[2]

Adele, who had just released her second album 21, admitted that initially she was a "little hesitant" about agreeing to write a Bond theme song.[3] On meeting with the Skyfall film crew, the singer had told Skyfall director Sam Mendes[image: External link] that she felt as though she was not the person that they were looking for because "my songs are personal, I write from the heart".[4] Mendes simply replied "just write a personal song", telling her to use Carly Simon's "Nobody Does It Better" from The Spy Who Loved Me[image: External link] as an inspiration.[5] Adele left the meeting with the script of Skyfall and, upon reading it, decided that it was a " no-brainer[image: External link]" as she "fell in love" with the film's plot. Producer Paul Epworth[image: External link], who had worked with Adele on 21, was brought in to help her write the song.[3][4] Adele stated that she enjoyed working to a brief and set of guidelines, even though it was something she had never done before.[6]

Production of "Skyfall", from the first contact with Adele to the song's release, took 18 months to complete. Vollack stated that the reason for this was "fine-tuning" the song, as Adele and Epworth wanted to ensure that they "were getting it right".[7] The first cut of the song was completed in October 2011, as Adele had free time after cancelling the final concerts of her Adele Live tour due to vocal problems.[8] During an interview at their post-Academy Award for Best Original Song win in February 2013, Adele revealed that the first draft of the song was written in 10 minutes.[9][10] After Adele underwent throat microsurgery for vocal problems, she recorded a demo[image: External link] of the track and sent it to Mendes, who was doing the principal photography[image: External link] of Skyfall. The director in turn played the demo for film producer Barbara Broccoli[image: External link] and Bond[image: External link] actor Daniel Craig[image: External link], both of whom "shed a tear".[4] Adele stated that the final cut of the song lasted two studio sessions at Abbey Road Studios in London.[9] It features a 77-piece orchestra conducted by J. A. C. Redford.[11]
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 Composition and lyrics




"Skyfall" is an orchestral pop[image: External link] song with a duration of four minutes and forty-six seconds .[6][12] Epworth stated that although "Skyfall" is an original composition, he and Adele had worked to capture "the James Bond feeling" of previous theme songs. The song intentionally references Monty Norman[image: External link]'s "James Bond Theme[image: External link]" after the first chorus.[3] Norman said that the song had his seal of approval and that including the leitmotif[image: External link] he wrote for the Bond character was "a pretty sensible thing to do, if you want to feel the 'James Bond quality' of the music".[3] Epworth said that while "Skyfall" was his first experience writing film music, he had been involved with the production of James Bond music before: while Epworth was a tape operator at AIR Studios[image: External link], he recorded some film soundtracks including David Arnold[image: External link]'s Tomorrow Never Dies[image: External link].[13][14]

Epworth stated that the producers' request was for "a dramatic ballad", so he and Adele tried to "do something that was simultaneously dark and final, like a funeral, and to try and turn it into something that was not final. A sense of death and rebirth".[10] Epworth watched the first thirteen Bond films seeking the "musical code" of the songs, "whatever the modal structure[image: External link] or the chord that always seemed to unify those songs" and contributed to the mood and "that kind of '60s jazzy quality". Epworth identified as an uniting factor "a minor ninth[image: External link] as the harmonic code[image: External link] ... the Bond songs, they have that elaboration to it", and wrote what would become the instrumental part of "Skyfall".[10] He described it as "a bit of a 'Eureka!' moment[image: External link]".[10][15]

"Skyfall" was composed in the key[image: External link] of C minor[image: External link] using common time[image: External link] at 76 beats per minute[image: External link] (Adagietto).[16] Adele's vocal range spans over one octave[image: External link][ clarify[image: External link]], from the low note of G3 to the high note of C 5[image: External link], on the song.[16] The lyrics closely follow the narrative of the film rather than focusing on romanticism.[3][9] According to Epworth, the song is about "death and rebirth", saying "It's like, when the world ends and everything comes down around your ears, if you've got each other's back, you can conquer anything. From death to triumph, that was definitely something we set out to try and capture".[2] The Daily Telegraph writer Neil McCormick described the lyrics as "slightly sinister" and containing references to a number of Bond tropes and motifs.[17]
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 Release and remixes




The theme song, and the identity of its singer, was kept secret, but rumours of Adele's involvement still emerged. Adele first mentioned recording a "special project" in September 2011 in an interview on The Jonathan Ross Show[image: External link], leading to speculation in the media that she was recording a Bond theme.[18] In an interview with NRJ[image: External link] in April 2012, the singer stated that she intended released a new single by the end of the year; however, it would not be preceding a new album.[19] Further rumours about Adele's involvement circulated in September 2012, when she was reportedly seen at Abbey Road Studios where Thomas Newman[image: External link] was recording Skyfall's musical score[image: External link].[20] The song's title was originally rumoured to be "Let the Sky Fall".[21] In September 2012 OneRepublic[image: External link] vocalist Ryan Tedder posted a message on Twitter claiming he had heard the title track and that it was "the best James Bond theme in his lifetime". Adele's publicist, Paul Moss, mentioned the song on his Twitter feed; both later deleted their messages.[22] The artwork for the song was leaked online,[23] but Adele's involvement in the project was not officially confirmed until 1 October.[24] "Skyfall" was released at 0:07 BST[image: External link] on 5 October 2012 as part of the "Global James Bond Day", celebrating the 50th anniversary of the release of Dr. No[image: External link], the first James Bond film.[25] A 12-inch single[image: External link] featuring unofficial remixes of the song was sold in Germany to promote the song.[26][27]

The song was not included in the soundtrack album[image: External link], marking the second time in the Bond series that the theme song was split from the soundtrack album, following "You Know My Name[image: External link]" from Casino Royale[image: External link] in 2006.[28] Wilson and Broccoli still asked composer Thomas Newman to include a reference to "Skyfall" in the film's score, "so that it didn't appear as a kind of 'one off' at the top of the movie". Newman opted to include an interpolation[image: External link] in the track "Komodo Dragon", used in a scene where Bond enters a casino in Macau[image: External link]. According to Newman the scene had "a real moment of 'Bond' swagger", and the music fitted the scene accordingly.[29][30] Epworth was visited by Newman for advice, and Redford, who was already doing the score's orchestration[image: External link], was requested to arrange "Komodo Dragon"; Newman was unable to do the arrangement because he felt that his task "was already so huge and daunting".[29]
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 Critical reception




Entertainment Weekly[image: External link] wrote that there is "finally" a great James Bond theme.[31] The Huffington Post described the song as a "brassy and soulful tune [that] fits perfectly alongside the work of Shirley Bassey[image: External link] in the oeuvre of James Bond title tracks".[32] RedEye[image: External link] gave the song four out of four stars and declared that it "is a return to form, and if it doesn't get you hyped for the movie, you're not a Bond fan".[33] The Daily Record[image: External link] named "Skyfall" its 'Single of the Week' and gave the song five stars out of five.[34] PopCrush gave the song four-and-a-half stars out of five and called it "wholly satisfying and worth the wait".[35] Idolator[image: External link] wrote that "during the song's final third, Adele does, in fact, make the sky fall, in typical Adele fashion".[36] Consequence of Sound[image: External link] commented that "rousing instrumentation elevates the vocals to soaring heights",[37] while HitFix[image: External link] called the song a "majestic ballad" and a "classic James Bond theme".[38] Newsday[image: External link] was also very positive, writing that "Skyfall" is "unlike anything else she's done in her young career. It's self-assured and grand, drawing inspiration from Dame Shirley Bassey, while adding her own powerful phrasing to make it her own. Adele's style so far has been to downplay her massive voice with lyrics that are questioning and self-deprecating. On 'Skyfall,' though, it sounds like the diva point of view suits her, too".[39]

The Los Angeles Times[image: External link] complimented the song and said that the song "tells good things for this winter's blockbuster-to-be. It's not a reimagining or a musical departure, but simply a righting of the ship. The song is big, bold and seems to have a little spot-o-fun".[40] MTV was also positive, stating that "Adele's lush song fits right in with classics by Shirley Bassey, Paul McCartney[image: External link] and Carly Simon".[6] The Wall Street Journal[image: External link] felt similarly, writing that the song "has sweep and drama, [with] orchestral support [that] gives it a classical timelessness that sets it apart from typical pop songs. Because it is a theme for a Bond film, after all, the song is also shot through with the threat of violence and death".[41] E! Online[image: External link] wrote that Adele's song was "a cross, and a good one at that, between the 1971 Bassey classic[image: External link] and a more-focused version of Garbage[image: External link]'s 'The World Is Not Enough[image: External link]'."[42] The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link] wrote that the song "instantly feels like a Bond theme, with the singer's sultry voice set against a minor chord progression. Done in big, orchestral style, the mood – like the singer – is all 1960s throwback, back when Bond themes like ' Goldfinger[image: External link]' were smooth, seductive and larger than life".[43]

Jim Farber of the New York-based Daily News[image: External link] wrote in his review: "It suffers from a similarly meandering melody and ponderous progression. The grandeur of its arrangement easily upstages the tune", but "even so, the luster of Adele's tone, and the bravura arc of her vocal, makes it enjoyable enough. And, fifty years down the line, isn't that all we really expect from a Bond product these days?"[44] Yahoo![image: External link]'s Rob O'Connor gave the standalone song a positive review, but felt that it was too soon to tell how the song would fit into the wider canon of Bond theme songs.[45] Neil McCormick of The Daily Telegraph was less complimentary, describing the song as "classy", but at the same time, "overly predictable".[17]
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 Accolades




The song won the Academy Award[image: External link] for Best Original Song;[9] which had been the first Bond theme to receive an Academy Award nomination since the 1982 song "For Your Eyes Only" and was the first Bond theme to win the award.[46] It also won the Critics' Choice Award[image: External link] for Best Song[image: External link];[47] the Golden Globe for Best Original Song;[48] and the Brit Award for British Single of the Year. Adele gave her acceptance speech at the last of those awards through a video message, as she was in Los Angeles[image: External link] preparing for her Academy Award performance.[49] It was also nominated for the Satellite Award for Best Original Song[image: External link] but lost to " Suddenly[image: External link]", from Les Misérables[image: External link].[50] "Skyfall" was also named the Best Original Song by the film critics associations of Houston[image: External link],[51] Las Vegas[52] and Phoenix.[53] The song won at the 56th Annual Grammy Awards for the Grammy Award for Best Song Written for Visual Media.[54]
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 Chart performance




The song went to number one at the UK's iTunes online store[image: External link] less than ten hours after it was released, surpassing " Diamonds[image: External link]" by Rihanna.[3][55] At 6 am on 5 October Clear Channel[image: External link] began airing "Skyfall" on 180 radio stations around the United States every hour, on the hour; within 24 hours, "Skyfall" had garnered 10 million audience impressions and had already begun to rank within the top 50 of the Nielsen Broadcast Data Systems[image: External link]-based Radio Songs chart.[56] On 7 October "Skyfall" entered the UK Singles Chart[image: External link] at number 4 after less than 48 hours on sale. The single sold 84,000 copies in the UK during its first two days of release.[57] On 14 October "Skyfall" rose to number 2 on the UK Singles Chart with sales of 92,000 copies. This tied "Skyfall" with Duran Duran's "A View to a Kill" as the highest-charting James Bond theme song on the UK Singles Chart.[58] This was since been broken when, in 2015, Sam Smith's "Writing's on the Wall" debuted at number 1 on the UK Singles Chart[image: External link]. The song was the 20th best-selling song of 2012 in the UK with 547,000 sold.[59] "Skyfall" debuted at number one in Ireland.[60] It also charted at number one on the French Singles Chart[image: External link] for six weeks and spent 24 weeks in the top 10.

The song entered the Billboard Hot 100 at number 8 for the week ending 20 October 2012, becoming Adele's first song to debut in the top 10 with 261,000 copies sold in the United States during its first three days.[61][62] Although "Skyfall" debuted at number 8, it was actually the third best-selling single in the US that week – the Hot 100 ranks songs based on sales, radio airplay and online streaming. "Skyfall" is the first James Bond theme to chart within the top 10 in the US since Madonna's "Die Another Day[image: External link]" a decade earlier,[63] and is the first James Bond theme to debut in the top 10.[64] Interest in "Skyfall" led to a 10% increase in sales of Adele's last album, 21, in the US.[65] For the week ending 27 October 2012, the second week after its release, the song fell from number 8 to number 13.[66]

After Skyfall was released in cinemas in North America, Adele's song saw a sales increase of 66%.[67] In January 2013 unofficial remixes also warranted the song an inclusion on the Billboard Hot Dance Club Songs[image: External link] chart,[26] peaking at the 10th spot.[68] After Adele won the Oscar for the song, sales in the US increased by 56% with 56,000 downloads.[69] The following week "Skyfall" sold an additional 103,000 downloads and climbed 28 spots on the Billboard Hot 100.[70] As of July 2013, "Skyfall" has sold over five million copies worldwide.[71] As of January 2013, it had sold 1,600,000 copies in the US according to Soundscan, and is the first Bond song to sell a million digital copies.[72]
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 Live performance and cover versions




Adele performed the song live for the first time at the 85th Academy Awards[image: External link] ceremony on 24 February 2013, prior to learning that she had won the award.[9][73] In preparation for the performance, the singer took advice about breathing technique from Ayda Field[image: External link], wife of Robbie Williams[image: External link], to combat stage fright[image: External link].[74] Earlier in the ceremony, Shirley Bassey[image: External link] had performed another Bond theme, " Goldfinger[image: External link]", from the film of the same name[image: External link], as part of an unrelated tribute to James Bond in film.[75]
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 Formats and track listings






	
Digital download[12]





	"Skyfall" – 4:49





	
UK CD/7" vinyl single[76]





	"Skyfall" – 4:49


	"Skyfall" (Instrumental) – 4:46
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 Credits and personnel




Adapted from Discogs.[77]




	

	
Lead vocals and Additional Background vocals[image: External link] – Adele[image: External link]


	Songwriting – Adele Adkins, Paul Epworth[image: External link]


	Production – Paul Epworth

	Production assistants – Pete Hutchings, Joe Hartwell Jones

	Mixing – Tom Elmhirst

	Engineer – Matt Wiggins

	Master engineer – Tom Coyne

	Choir arrangement – Paul Epworth

	Choir master – Jenny O'Grady

	Orchestra contractor – Isobel Griffiths

	Assistant orchestra contractor – Charlotte Matthews




	

	Orchestral arrangement – Paul Epworth, J. A. C. Redford

	Orchestrator and conductor – J. A. C. Redford

	Orchestra leader – Thomas Bowes

	Orchestra recording – Simon Rhodes

	Percussion – Paul Epworth

	Guitar – James Reid

	Drums – Leo Taylor[image: External link]


	Piano – Nikolaj Torp Larsen[image: External link]


	Bass – Tom Herbert[image: External link]


	Choir – Metro Voices










Credits adapted from the liner notes of "Skyfall", XL Recordings.[76]
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (2012–13)
	Peak

position



	Australia (ARIA)[78]

	5



	Austria (Ö3 Austria Top 40[image: External link])[79]

	2



	Belgium (Ultratop 50[image: External link] Flanders)[80]

	1



	Belgium (Ultratop 50[image: External link] Wallonia)[81]

	1



	Brazil (Billboard Brasil Hot 100[image: External link])[82]

	25



	Brazil Hot Pop Songs[image: External link][82]

	3



	Canada (Canadian Hot 100[image: External link])[83]

	3



	Czech Republic (Rádio Top 100)[84]

	1



	Denmark ( Tracklisten[image: External link])[85]

	2



	Finland (Suomen virallinen lista[image: External link])[86]

	1



	France ( SNEP[image: External link])[87]

	1



	Germany (Official German Charts)[88]

	1



	Greece Digital Songs (Billboard)[89]

	1



	Hungary (Rádiós Top 40[image: External link])[90]

	1



	Hungary (Single Top 40[image: External link])[91]

	1



	Iceland ( RÚV[image: External link])[92]

	2



	Ireland ( IRMA[image: External link])[93]

	1



	Israel (Media Forest[image: External link])[94]

	1



	Italy ( FIMI[image: External link])[95]

	1



	Japan (Japan Hot 100[image: External link])[96]

	20



	Lebanon (Lebanese Top 20[image: External link])[97]

	1



	
Luxembourg Digital Songs[image: External link] (Billboard)[98]

	1



	Mexico ( AMPROFON[image: External link])[99]

	21



	Netherlands (Dutch Top 40[image: External link])[100]

	1



	Netherlands (Single Top 100[image: External link])[101]

	1



	New Zealand (Recorded Music NZ[image: External link])[102]

	2



	Norway ( VG-lista[image: External link])[103]

	7



	Poland (Polish Airplay Top 100[image: External link])[104]

	5



	
Portugal Digital Songs[image: External link] (Billboard)[105]

	2



	
Scotland[image: External link] (Official Charts Company)[106]

	3



	Slovakia (Rádio Top 100)[107]

	5



	South Korea (Gaon International Chart[image: External link])[108]

	1



	Spain ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[109]

	4



	Switzerland (Schweizer Hitparade[image: External link])[110]

	1



	
UK Singles[image: External link] (Official Charts Company)[111]

	2



	US Billboard Hot 100[112]

	8



	US Adult Contemporary[image: External link] (Billboard)[113]

	11



	US Adult Top 40[image: External link] (Billboard)[114]

	14



	US Dance Club Songs[image: External link] (Billboard)[115]

	10



	US Mainstream Top 40[image: External link] (Billboard)[116]

	37



	US Rock Airplay[image: External link] (Billboard)[117]

	37
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 Year-end charts






	Chart (2012)
	Position



	Belgium (Ultratop 50[image: External link] Flanders)[118]

	16



	Belgium (Ultratop 50[image: External link] Wallonia)[119]

	8



	Finland (Suomen virallinen lista[image: External link])[120]

	13



	France ( SNEP[image: External link])[121]

	5



	Germany (Media Control AG)[122]

	17



	Hungary (Rádiós Top 40[image: External link])[123]

	38



	Netherlands (Single Top 100[image: External link])[124]

	8



	UK Singles (Official Charts Company)[59]

	20



	Switzerland (Swiss Hitparade[image: External link])
	20



	Chart (2013)
	Position



	Belgium (Ultratop 50[image: External link] Flanders)[125]

	50



	Belgium (Ultratop 50[image: External link] Wallonia)[126]

	20



	Canada (Canadian Hot 100[image: External link])[127]

	52



	Germany (Media Control AG)[128]

	88



	Hungary (Rádiós Top 40[image: External link])[129]

	46



	Switzerland (Swiss Hitparade[image: External link])
	28
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 Certifications






	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units[image: External link]/Sales



	Australia ( ARIA[image: External link])[130]

	Gold
	35,000^




	Belgium ( BEA[image: External link])[131]

	Platinum
	30,000*




	Canada (Music Canada[image: External link])[132]

	5× Platinum
	400,000^




	Denmark (IFPI Denmark[image: External link])[133]

	Platinum
	30,000^




	Finland ( Musiikkituottajat[image: External link])[134]

	Gold
	5,214[134]




	Germany ( BVMI[image: External link])[135]

	Platinum
	400,000^




	Italy ( FIMI[image: External link])[136]

	2× Platinum
	60,000*




	Mexico ( AMPROFON[image: External link])[137]

	2× Platinum
	120,000*




	New Zealand ( RMNZ[image: External link])[138]

	Gold
	7,500*




	United Kingdom (BPI)[139]

	Platinum
	808,000[140]




	United States (RIAA)[141]

	2× Platinum
	2,000,000[142]




	
*sales figures based on certification alone

^shipments figures based on certification alone
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Skyfall






This article is about the James Bond film. For the song by Adele, see Skyfall (song). For other uses, see Skyfall (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Skyfall is the 23rd James Bond film produced by Eon Productions[image: External link] and released in 2012. It features Daniel Craig[image: External link] in his third performance as James Bond[image: External link], and Javier Bardem[image: External link] as Raoul Silva[image: External link], the film's villain[image: External link]. It was directed by Sam Mendes[image: External link] and written by Neal Purvis, Robert Wade[image: External link] and John Logan[image: External link], and features an Academy Award-winning theme, sung by Adele. It was distributed by Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer[image: External link] (MGM) and Columbia Pictures[image: External link].[5]

The story centres on Bond investigating an attack on MI6[image: External link]; the attack is part of a plot by former MI6 agent Raoul Silva[image: External link] to humiliate, discredit and kill M[image: External link] as revenge against her for betraying him. The film sees the return of two recurring characters to the series after an absence of two films: Q[image: External link], played by Ben Whishaw[image: External link], and Moneypenny[image: External link], played by Naomie Harris[image: External link]. Skyfall is the last film of the series for Judi Dench[image: External link], who played M, a role that she had played in the previous six films. The position is subsequently filled by Ralph Fiennes[image: External link]' character, Gareth Mallory[image: External link], though Dench would make a brief appearance in the next Bond film, Spectre[image: External link].

Mendes was approached to direct the film after the release of Quantum of Solace[image: External link] in 2008. Development was suspended when MGM encountered financial troubles and did not resume until December 2010; during this time, Mendes remained attached to the project as a consultant. The original screenwriter, Peter Morgan[image: External link], left the project during the suspension. When production resumed, Logan, Purvis, and Wade continued writing what became the final version of the script. Filming began in November 2011 and primarily took place in the United Kingdom, with smaller portions shot in China and Turkey.

Skyfall premiered in London at the Royal Albert Hall[image: External link] on 23 October 2012 and was released in the United Kingdom on 26 October 2012 and the United States on 9 November 2012. It was the first James Bond film to be screened in IMAX[image: External link] venues, although it was not filmed with IMAX cameras[image: External link]. The film's release coincided with the 50th anniversary of the series, which began with Dr. No[image: External link] in 1962. Skyfall was positively received by critics, being praised for its performances—particularly those of Craig, Bardem and Dench—writing and script, cinematography, Mendes' direction, Thomas Newman[image: External link]'s score, and the action scenes. It was the 14th film to gross over $1 billion worldwide, and the first Bond film to do so. It became the seventh-highest-grossing[image: External link] film at the time, the highest-grossing film in the UK[image: External link], the highest-grossing film in the series, the highest-grossing film worldwide for both Sony Pictures and MGM, and the second-highest-grossing film of 2012[image: External link]. The film won several accolades, including two BAFTA Awards[image: External link], two Academy Awards and two Grammys.
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 Plot




In Istanbul, MI6[image: External link] agents James Bond and Eve Moneypenny[image: External link] chase a mercenary[image: External link], Patrice[image: External link], who has stolen a hard drive containing details of undercover agents. As Bond and Patrice fight atop a train, M[image: External link], the head of MI6, orders Eve to shoot Patrice from long range. Eve misses and inadvertently hits Bond, who falls into a river. Bond is presumed dead and Patrice escapes.

In the aftermath of the operation, M comes under pressure from Gareth Mallory, the chairman of the British parliament[image: External link]'s Intelligence and Security Committee[image: External link], to retire. On her return from the meeting, MI6's servers are hacked[image: External link] and M receives a taunting message via computer moments before the MI6 building[image: External link] explodes, killing several employees. Bond, who used his presumed death to retire, learns of the attack and returns to London. Although he fails a series of physical and psychological examinations, M approves his return to the field. Bond is ordered to identify Patrice's employer, recover the stolen hard drive, and kill Patrice. He meets Q[image: External link], MI6's new quartermaster[image: External link], who gives him a radio beacon and a pistol that will only fire when it registers Bond's handprints.

In Shanghai[image: External link], Bond follows Patrice into a skyscraper, but is unable to prevent him from killing his target. The two fight, but Patrice falls to his death before Bond can learn of his employer's identity. Searching Patrice's equipment, Bond finds a gambling chip intended as payment for the assassination, which leads him to a casino in Macau[image: External link]. Bond is approached by Sévérine[image: External link], Patrice's accomplice, and asks to meet her employer. She warns him that he is about to be killed by her bodyguards, but promises to help Bond if he will kill her employer. Bond thwarts the attack and joins Séverine on her yacht. They travel to an abandoned island off the coast of Macau, where they are taken prisoner by the crew and delivered to Séverine's employer, Raoul Silva[image: External link]. A former MI6 agent, Silva has turned to cyberterrorism[image: External link], and orchestrated the attacks on MI6. Silva kills Séverine, but Bond captures Silva for rendition to Britain.

At MI6's underground headquarters in London, Q attempts to decrypt Silva's laptop but inadvertently gives it access to the MI6 systems, allowing Silva to escape from MI6 custody. Bond realises that Silva wanted to be captured as part of a plan to kill M, whom he resents for leaving him to die after being captured years earlier. Bond gives chase through the London Underground[image: External link] tunnel network. Silva attacks M during a public inquiry[image: External link] into her handling of the stolen hard drive. Bond arrives in time to repel Silva's attack, while M is saved from a bullet by Mallory and then hurried from the building by her aide, Bill Tanner[image: External link].

Bond takes M to Skyfall, his family estate and childhood home in the Scottish Highlands[image: External link]. Laying a trap, he instructs Q to leave an electronic trail for Silva to follow, a decision Mallory supports. Bond and M are met by Kincade, the Skyfall gamekeeper[image: External link]. The trio set up a series of booby traps[image: External link] throughout the house. When Silva's men arrive, Bond, M and Kincade manage to kill most of them, but M is wounded. Silva arrives by helicopter with a second party and heavy weapons, so Bond sends M and Kincade off through a secret tunnel to a chapel on the grounds. Bond detonates gas canisters and retreats down the same tunnel as M and Kincade. The blast causes the helicopter to crash, destroying the house and killing all but a handful of Silva's men.

Silva survives and, spotting Kincade's torch beam, follows Kincade and M to the chapel. He forces his gun into M's hand, begging her to kill them both. Bond arrives and kills Silva by throwing a knife into his back. M, however, dies from her wounds. Following M's funeral, Eve—formally introducing herself to Bond as Eve Moneypenny—retires from field work to become secretary for the new head of MI6, Mallory, who assumes the title of M.
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 Cast





	
Daniel Craig[image: External link] as James Bond, agent 007.

	
Judi Dench[image: External link] as M[image: External link], the head of MI6 and Bond's superior.

	
Javier Bardem[image: External link] as Raoul Silva[image: External link] (born Tiago Rodriguez),[6] an ex-MI6 operative-turned- cyberterrorist[image: External link].

	
Ralph Fiennes[image: External link] as Gareth Mallory, chairman of the Intelligence and Security Committee[image: External link].

	
Naomie Harris[image: External link] as Eve Moneypenny[image: External link], an MI6 field agent.

	
Bérénice Lim Marlohe[image: External link] as Sévérine[image: External link], Raoul Silva's associate and mistress.

	
Albert Finney[image: External link] as Kincade, the gamekeeper of the Skyfall estate.

	
Ben Whishaw[image: External link] as Q[image: External link], the MI6 quartermaster[image: External link].

	
Rory Kinnear[image: External link] as Bill Tanner[image: External link], the MI6 Chief of Staff.

	
Ola Rapace[image: External link] as Patrice[image: External link], a mercenary under Silva's command.

	
Helen McCrory[image: External link] as Clair Dowar MP
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 Production
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 Development




Production of Skyfall was suspended throughout 2010 because of MGM's financial troubles[image: External link]. Preproduction resumed following MGM[image: External link]'s exit from bankruptcy on 21 December 2010; in January 2011, the film was officially given a release date of 9 November 2012 by MGM and the Broccoli family, with production scheduled to start in late 2011. Subsequently, MGM and Sony Pictures[image: External link] announced that the UK release date would be brought forward to 26 October 2012, two weeks ahead of the US release date, which remained scheduled for 9 November 2012.[7] The film's budget is estimated to have been between US$150 million[8][9] and $200 million,[4] compared to the $200 million spent on Quantum of Solace[image: External link].[10] Skyfall was part of year-long celebrations of the 50th anniversary of Dr. No and the Bond film series. According to producer Michael G. Wilson[image: External link], a documentary crew was scheduled to follow production of the film to celebrate the anniversary.[11]
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 Pre-production




After the release of Quantum of Solace in 2008, producer Barbara Broccoli[image: External link] commented that Skyfall, untitled at the time, may continue the plot of the Quantum[image: External link] organisation, introduced in Casino Royale[image: External link] and continued in Quantum of Solace.[12] Ultimately, Skyfall was a stand-alone film.

In August 2011 the Serbian newspaper Blic[image: External link] stated that Bond 23 would be entitled Carte Blanche and would be an adaptation of the recent continuation novel[image: External link] by Jeffery Deaver[image: External link].[13] On 30 August Eon Productions officially denied any link between Bond 23 and Carte Blanche, stating that "the new film is not going to be called Carte Blanche and will have nothing to do with the Jeffery Deaver book".[14] On 3 October 2011 15 domain names including 'jamesbond-skyfall.com' and 'skyfallthefilm.com' were reported to have been registered on behalf of MGM and Sony Pictures by Internet brand-protection service MarkMonitor[image: External link]. This led to supposition in the media that the film had been given the name "Skyfall". These reports were not confirmed at the time by Eon Productions, Sony or MGM.[15] Skyfall was later confirmed as the title at a press conference on 3 November 2011, during which co-producer Barbara Broccoli[image: External link] said that the title "has some emotional context which will be revealed in the film".[16] The title refers to the name of Bond's childhood home "Skyfall", and the setting for the film's finale.[17]
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 Casting




The main cast of Skyfall was officially announced at a press conference held at the Corinthia Hotel[image: External link] in London on 3 November 2011,[18] 50 years to the day after Sean Connery[image: External link] was announced to play James Bond in the film Dr. No[image: External link].[11] Daniel Craig returned as James Bond for the third time,[19] saying he felt lucky to have the chance to appear as 007.[20] Director Sam Mendes described Bond as experiencing a "combination of lassitude, boredom, depression [and] difficulty with what he's chosen to do for a living".[21] Judi Dench returned as M for her seventh and final appearance in the role.[22] Over the course of the film, M's ability to run MI6 is repeatedly called into question, culminating in a public inquiry into her running of the service.

Javier Bardem was cast as the film's principal villain, Raoul Silva, a cyberterrorist[image: External link] who is seeking revenge against those he holds responsible for betraying him.[23][24] Bardem described Silva as "more than a villain", while Craig stated that Bond has a "very important relationship" to Silva.[25] In casting the role, director Sam Mendes admitted that he lobbied hard for Bardem to accept the part. Mendes saw the potential for the character to be recognised as one of the most memorable characters in the series and wanted to create "something [the audience] may consider to have been absent from the Bond movies for a long time".[26] He felt that Bardem was one of the few actors up to the task of becoming "colourless" and existing within the world of the film as something more than a function of the plot.[27] In preparing for the role, Bardem had the script translated into his native Spanish to better understand his character, which Mendes cited as being a sign of the actor's commitment to the film.[28] Bardem dyed his hair blond for the role after brainstorming ideas with Mendes to come up with a distinct visual look for the character,[29] which led some commentators to observe a similarity between the character and WikiLeaks[image: External link] founder Julian Assange[image: External link].[30][31][32] Bérénice Marlohe was cast as Séverine, a character who had been saved from the Macau sex trade by Silva and now works as his representative.[33][34] Marlohe described her character as being "glamorous and enigmatic",[19] and that she drew inspiration from GoldenEye[image: External link] villain Xenia Onatopp[image: External link] (played by Famke Janssen[image: External link]) in playing Séverine.[35]

Ralph Fiennes was cast as Gareth Mallory,[36] a former lieutenant colonel[image: External link] in the British Army[image: External link] and now the chairman of the Intelligence and Security Committee[image: External link],[37] which gives him the authority to regulate MI6.[38] At the end of the film, Mallory becomes the head of MI6, assuming the title of M. During production, Fiennes stated that he could not say anything specific about the role other than that it was a "really interesting part which is really quite fun".[39] To play the returning character of Miss Moneypenny, Naomie Harris was cast.[32] Harris' role was initially presented as that of Eve, an MI6 field agent who works closely with Bond. Despite ongoing speculation in the media that Harris had been cast as Miss Moneypenny,[40][41] this was not confirmed by anyone involved in production of the film, with Harris herself even going so far as to dismiss claims that Eve was in fact Moneypenny, stating that "Eve is not remotely office-bound".[42] According to Harris, Eve "[believes] she is Bond's equal, but she is really his junior".[43] Another character returning to the series was Q, played by Ben Whishaw.[44] Mendes had initially declined to confirm which part Whishaw would play,[19] and later said the idea of the re-introduction was his, saying "I offered ideas about Moneypenny, Q and a flamboyant villain and they said yes". To play the part of Kincade, Mendes cast Albert Finney.[45] The producers briefly considered approaching Sean Connery[image: External link] to play the role in a nod to the 50th anniversary of the film series, but elected not to as they felt Connery's presence would be seen as stunt casting[image: External link] and disengage audiences from the film.[46]
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 Crew




Skyfall was directed by Sam Mendes[image: External link], who first signed on to the project shortly after Quantum of Solace was released, and remained on board as a consultant during the period of uncertainty surrounding MGM's financial situation. Mendes, who had previously worked with Craig on Road to Perdition[image: External link], was approached after seeing Craig in a production of A Steady Rain[image: External link]. The two met after a performance, where Craig broached the subject of directing a Bond film for the first time.[47] Mendes was at first hesitant to accept the job as directing a Bond film had no appeal to him, but he did not reject the offer immediately because of Craig's involvement and enthusiasm for the project; Mendes described Craig's casting and performance in Casino Royale[image: External link] as being precisely what he felt the Bond franchise needed in its lead actor. He agreed to direct after meeting with producers Michael G. Wilson and Barbara Broccoli[image: External link] and seeing the early direction the film was going to take.[47] Speculation in the media suggested that Mendes had commissioned rewrites of the script to "[remove] action scenes in favour of 'characterful performances'" with the intention of bidding for an Academy Award.[48] Mendes denied the reports, stating that the film's planned action scenes were an important part of the overall film.[11]

Peter Morgan[image: External link] was originally commissioned to write a script, but left the project when MGM filed for bankruptcy and production of the film stalled; despite his departure, Morgan later stated that the final script was based on his original idea, retaining what he described as the film's "big hook".[49] Director Mendes adamantly denied this, stating that it was "just not true" and that Morgan's script treatment had been discarded once Mendes agreed to direct.[50] The final script was written by Bond screenwriting regulars Neal Purvis, Robert Wade[image: External link] and John Logan[image: External link].[51] Logan recounted being brought into the project by his long-time friend Sam Mendes, describing the process between Mendes and the writers as "very collaborative", and that writing Skyfall was one of the best experiences he had had in scripting a film.[52] British playwright Jez Butterworth[image: External link] also provided uncredited contributions.[53]

Roger Deakins[image: External link] signed on as cinematographer, having previously worked with Mendes on Jarhead[image: External link] and Revolutionary Road[image: External link].[54] Dennis Gassner[image: External link] returned as production designer, the costume designer was Jany Temime, Alexander Witt[image: External link] was director of the second unit[image: External link], the stunt co-ordinator was Gary Powell and Chris Corbould[image: External link] supervised the special effects, while the visual effects supervisor was Steve Begg. All have worked on previous Bond films.[5] Daniel Kleinman[image: External link] returned to design the film's title sequence[image: External link] after stepping aside to allow graphic design studio MK12[image: External link] to create the Quantum of Solace sequence.[55]
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 Location scouting




Sam Mendes[image: External link] and Barbara Broccoli[image: External link] travelled to South Africa for location scouting[image: External link] in April 2011.[56] With the film moving into pre-production in August, reports emerged that shooting would take place in India,[57] with scenes to be shot in the Sarojini Nagar[image: External link] district of New Delhi[58] and on railway lines between Goa[image: External link] and Ahmedabad[image: External link].[59] The production crew faced complications in securing permission to close sections of the Konkan Railway[image: External link].[60] Similar problems in obtaining filming permits were encountered by production crews for The Dark Knight Rises[image: External link] and Mission: Impossible – Ghost Protocol[image: External link].[61] Permission was eventually granted to the Bond production crew; however, the production ultimately did not shoot in India.[62]
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 Filming




Principal photography[image: External link] was scheduled to take up to 133 days,[63] although the actual filming took 128.[64] Filming began on 7 November 2011 in and around London,[11][65] with the cinematographer Roger Deakins using Arri Alexa[image: External link] digital cameras to shoot the entire film.[66] Scenes were shot in London Underground stations,[67] Smithfield car park in West Smithfield[image: External link],[68] the National Gallery[image: External link], Southwark[image: External link],[69] Whitehall[image: External link], Parliament Square[image: External link],[70] Charing Cross station[image: External link][71] the Old Royal Naval College[image: External link] in Greenwich[image: External link],[72] Cadogan Square[image: External link][68] and Tower Hill[image: External link].[73] St Bartholomew's Hospital[image: External link][69] was used as the filming location for the scene in which Bond enters MI6's underground headquarters, while the Old Vic Tunnels[image: External link] underneath Waterloo Station in London served as the MI6 training grounds. For the meeting between Q and Bond, production worked during the National Gallery's closing hours at night. The Department of Energy and Climate Change[image: External link] was used in the scene when Bond stood on the roof near the end of the film.[68][74] The Vauxhall Bridge[image: External link] and Millbank was closed to traffic for filming the explosion at the MI6 headquarters[image: External link] at Vauxhall Cross[image: External link].[74] Unlike The World Is Not Enough[image: External link], which also featured an explosion at the building—which was filmed at a large-scale replica—the explosion in Skyfall was added digitally in post-production.[75] Shooting of the finale was planned to take place at Duntrune Castle[image: External link] in Argyll[image: External link],[76] but was cancelled shortly after filming began.[77] Glencoe[image: External link] was instead chosen for filming of these scenes.[74] Although supposedly based in Scotland, Bond's family home of Skyfall was constructed on Hankley Common[image: External link] in Surrey[78] using plywood and plaster to build a full-scale model of the building.[79]

Production moved to Turkey in March 2012, with filming reported to be continuing until 6 May.[80] Production was expected to take three months in the country.[81] Adana[image: External link] stands in for the outskirts of Istanbul[image: External link] in the film.[82] A group of Turkish teenagers infiltrated a closed set in a railway sidings in Adana to film rehearsals of a fight scene on top of a train before being caught by security.[83] The train scene depicted in trailers showed the Varda Viaduct[image: External link] outside Adana. Bond stunt double Andy Lister dived backwards off the 300-foot drop for the scene. A crane was set up on a train carriage to hold a safety line.[74] Parts of Istanbul—including the Spice Bazaar[image: External link], Yeni Camii[image: External link], the Grand Post Office[image: External link], Sultanahmet Square[image: External link] and the Grand Bazaar[image: External link]—were closed for filming in April.[80] Store owners in the affected areas were reportedly allowed to open their shops, but were not allowed to conduct business, instead being paid TRY[image: External link]750 ($418) per day as compensation.[80] Production faced criticism for allegedly damaging buildings while filming a motorcycle chase across rooftops in the city. Michael G. Wilson denied these claims, pointing out that the film crew had removed sections of rooftops before filming began and replaced them with replicas for the duration of the shoot; when filming finished, the original rooftops would be restored.[84] The production team negotiated with 613 part owners of the Calis Beach in Fethiye[image: External link], to film along the coastline.[74]

Mendes confirmed that China would be featured in the film, with shooting scheduled to take place in Shanghai and "other parts" of the country.[11] John Logan described that production deliberately sought out locations that were "in opposition" to London with an exotic quality that made them "places for Bond to be uncomfortable".[74] Many scenes were not filmed on location in Shanghai. Instead, the Virgin Active[image: External link] pool in London's Canary Wharf[image: External link] acted as Bond's hotel pool in Shanghai,[69][74] and the entrance to London's fourth tallest building, Broadgate Tower[image: External link], was also lit up to look like an office building there; for the aerial footage of Shanghai, the crew received rare access to shoot from a helicopter on loan from the Chinese government[image: External link].[74] The interior of the Golden Dragon casino in Macau where Bond met Séverine was constructed on a sound stage at Pinewood Studios[image: External link], with 300 floating lanterns and two 30-foot high dragon heads lighting the set.[74] Additional scenes were filmed at Ascot Racecourse[image: External link], standing in for Shanghai Pudong International Airport[image: External link].[85][86] The first official image from the film was released on 1 February 2012, showing Daniel Craig on set at Pinewood, within a recreation of a skyscraper in Shanghai.[87]

Set reports dated April 2012 recorded that scenes would be set on Hashima Island[image: External link], an abandoned island[image: External link] off the coast of Nagasaki[image: External link], Japan.[88][89] In actuality, the scene was set on an unnamed island off the coast of Macau, though based on the real-life Hashima. Sam Mendes explained that the location was a hybrid of a set and computer-generated images.[90] Production chose to include the Hashima model after Daniel Craig met with Swedish film-maker Thomas Nordanstad whilst shooting The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo[image: External link] in Stockholm[image: External link]. Nordanstad, who produced a short documentary on Hashima Island in 2002 entitled Hashima, recalled Craig taking extensive notes on the island at the time of the meeting, but was unaware of his interest in it until Skyfall was released.[91]

The film was later converted into the IMAX format for projection in IMAX cinemas. Deakins was unaware that the film was to be released on IMAX until after he had made the decision to shoot the film with the Arri Alexa[image: External link] cameras, and was unhappy with the IMAX tests made from his footage as the colours "didn't look great".[66] After exploring the IMAX system further and discovering that the IMAX Corporation was using their proprietary re-mastering process[image: External link], Deakins had further tests made without the process and found that "the images looked spectacular on the big IMAX screen", quelling his doubts about the format.[66]
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 Music




Main article: Skyfall: Original Motion Picture Soundtrack[image: External link]


Thomas Newman[image: External link], who had previously worked with Sam Mendes as composer for American Beauty[image: External link], Road to Perdition, Jarhead[image: External link] and Revolutionary Road, replaced David Arnold[image: External link] as composer,[92] becoming the ninth composer in the series' history. When asked about the circumstances surrounding his departure from the role, David Arnold commented that Newman had been selected by Mendes because of their work together, rather than because of Arnold's commitment to working with director Danny Boyle[image: External link] as composer for the Opening Ceremony of the 2012 Summer Olympics[image: External link].[93] The soundtrack album was released on 29 October 2012 in the United Kingdom and on 6 November 2012 in the United States.[94]

In October 2012 British singer-songwriter Adele confirmed that she had written and recorded the film's theme song with her regular songwriter, Paul Epworth[image: External link].[95][96] She later posted the cover for the "Skyfall" sheet music[image: External link] on Twitter, crediting the songwriting to herself and Epworth, with arrangements to both Epworth and orchestrator J. A. C. Redford.[97] The song was released online at 0:07 am BST[image: External link] on 5 October 2012, a day dubbed "James Bond Day" by the producers as it marked 50 years to the day of the release of Dr. No.[98]

The song was nominated for and won the Academy Award for Best Original Song. It was the first time a Bond song had won, and the fourth time one had been nominated.[99][100][a] "Skyfall" also won the Brit Award for Best British Single at the 2013 BRIT Awards[image: External link].[101]

The film also features Charles Trenet[image: External link]'s 1938 song "Boum ![image: External link]" during scenes in which Silva shows Bond around his abandoned island, and The Animals[image: External link]' 1964 cover of John Lee Hooker[image: External link]'s song, "Boom Boom[image: External link]" when Silva assaults Skyfall in the film's finale.[102]
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 Release and reception




The premiere of Skyfall was on 23 October 2012 at the Royal Albert Hall[image: External link] in London. The event was attended by Charles, Prince of Wales, and his wife Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall[image: External link].[103] The film was released in the UK three days later on 26 October and into US cinemas on 8 November.[104] Skyfall was the first Bond film to be screened in IMAX venues[105] and was released into IMAX cinemas in North America a day earlier than the conventional cinema release.[106]

Skyfall attracted some criticism from the National Sexual Violence Resource Center[image: External link] which, without having screened the film, expressed concern that Bond "abuses his power and authority" in a scene that suggests Bond initiates sexual intercourse with Séverine, a former victim of sex trafficking[image: External link].[107]
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 Box office




Skyfall earned $1.109 billion worldwide,[4] and is the highest-grossing film worldwide for Sony Pictures and the second-highest-grossing film of 2012[image: External link].[108][109] On its opening weekend, it earned $80.6 million from 25 markets.[110] In the UK the film grossed £20.1 million on its opening weekend, making it the second-highest Friday-to-Sunday debut ever behind Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 2[image: External link].[111] It also achieved the second-highest IMAX debut ever behind The Dark Knight Rises[image: External link].[110] The film set a record for the highest seven-day gross with £37.2 million, surpassing previous record holder Deathly Hallows – Part 2 (£35.7 million).[112] By 9 November 2012 the film had earned over £57 million to surpass The Dark Knight Rises[image: External link] as the highest-grossing film of 2012, and the highest-grossing James Bond film of all time in the UK.[113] After 40 days of release the total UK gross stood at £94.28 million, making Skyfall the highest-grossing film in the UK[image: External link], surpassing the £94.03 million of Avatar[image: External link].[114] By 30 December 2012, it became the first film to gross more than £100 million ($161.6 million) in the UK.[115] Skyfall's takings at the box office saw it become only the 14th film and first Bond film to gross over $1 billion, making it the seventh highest-grossing film ever made at the time and taking it past the inflation-adjusted amount of $1.047 billion earned by Thunderball[image: External link].[116][117]

Skyfall set an opening weekend record in Switzerland ($5.3 million) and recorded the second-largest opening weekend for a Hollywood film in India of 2012 ($5.1 million), as well as grossing $14.3 million on its opening weekend in France.[118] In Austria, it achieved the second-highest opening weekend ever ($3.4 million) behind The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King[image: External link], while in Finland, it scored the largest opening weekend when excluding previews ($1.47 million).[119]

In North America, the film opened in 3,505 cinemas, the widest opening for a Bond film.[120] The film earned $2.4 million from midnight showings on its opening day and a further $2.2 million from IMAX and large-format cinemas.[120] CinemaScore[image: External link] polls reported that the average grade filmgoers gave the film was an "A" on an A+ to F scale.[121] Skyfall went on to gross $30.8 million on its opening day in the US and Canada,[122] and $88.4 million in its opening weekend, the biggest debut yet for a Bond film.[123] By the end of its theatrical run, the film earned $304,360,277 in the United States and Canada, making it the fourth highest-grossing film of 2012 in these regions.[4][124]
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 Critical reception




Skyfall received "generally positive reviews from critics and fans", according to the GlobalPost[image: External link].[125] Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] sampled 347 reviewers and judged 93% of the reviews to be positive,[126] while the film scored 81 out of 100 on Metacritic[image: External link] based on 49 reviews.[127] A number of critics, including Kate Muir[image: External link], reviewing for The Times, Philip French[image: External link], writing in The Observer, IGN[image: External link]'s Daniel Krupa and the reviewers for the Irish Independent[image: External link] and the Daily Record[image: External link], all asked whether Skyfall was the best Bond film produced.[128] The Daily Telegraph's film reviewer, Robbie Collin[image: External link], considered Skyfall to be "often dazzling, always audacious",[30] with excellent action sequences in a film that contained humour and emotion.[30] Todd McCarthy[image: External link] of The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link] thought that Skyfall was "dramatically gripping while still brandishing a droll undercurrent of humor",[129] going on to say that it was a film that had "some weight and complexity to it".[129] Variety[image: External link]'s Peter DeBruge suggested that the film's greatest strength lay in its willingness to put as much focus on characterisation as it did action set-pieces, allowing the two to co-exist rather than compete for the audience's attention,[130] while Manohla Dargis[image: External link], reviewing for The New York Times[image: External link], considered Skyfall to be "a superior follow-up to Casino Royale[image: External link]"[131] which is "opulent rather than outlandish and insistently, progressively low-key".[131] Kim Newman[image: External link], reviewing the film for Empire[image: External link], concluded, "Skyfall is pretty much all you could want from a 21st Century Bond: cool but not camp, respectful of tradition but up to the moment, serious in its thrills and relatively complex in its characters but with the sense of fun that hasn't always been evident lately".[132] Roger Ebert[image: External link] of the Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link] gave the film 4 out of 4 stars, describing it as "a full-blooded, joyous, intelligent celebration of a beloved cultural icon".[133] Reviewing for the New Statesman[image: External link], Ryan Gilbey saw that "nostalgia permeates the movie",[134] going on to say that "sometimes the old ways are the best".[134]

A number of reviewers praised Daniel Craig in Skyfall. Roger Ebert believed that in Skyfall "Daniel Craig [takes] full possession of a role he previously played unconvincingly";[133] Philip French commented that "Craig manages to get out of the shadow of Connery";[135] while Daniel Krupa thought Craig's Bond was a "defining performance" for "a great actor".[136] Edward Porter, writing in The Sunday Times, considered that "Craig has developed an authoritative Bond persona, dry and intelligent".[137] Ryan Gilbey thought Craig had "relaxed into Bond without losing any steeliness".[134]

The supporting cast also received praise. Roger Ebert reflected that Skyfall "at last provides a role worthy of Judi Dench, one of the best actors of her generation. She is all but the co-star of the film, with a lot of screen time, poignant dialogue, and a character who is far more complex and sympathetic than we expect in this series".[133] Jenny McCartney, writing in The Sunday Telegraph[image: External link], agreed, describing Dench as "compellingly luminous" in the film, and the one that "the camera caresses most meaningfully and often".[138] McCartney thought Javier Bardem played Silva "with worrisome élan",[138] while Henry K Miller considered his character "the most authentically Bondian Bond villain in decades".[139] A number of critics noted the strength of the supporting cast; Kim Newman found the "warmth and gravitas" of Finney's performance noteworthy,[132] while other reviewers, including Edward Porter, Daniel Krupa and The Playlist's Oliver Lyttelton, singled out Ralph Fiennes as Mallory and Ben Whishaw as Q.[140]

Ann Hornaday, writing for The Washington Post[image: External link], thought Sam Mendes had reinvigorated the series, with Skyfall being "sleek, crisp, classy ... exhibiting just the right proportion of respect for legacy and embrace of novelty".[141] Henry K. Miller of Sight & Sound[image: External link] agreed, and praised Mendes, who he thought was worthy of directing more Bond films.[139] Kim Newman also praised Mendes' direction of the action sequences.[132] The work of cinematographer Roger Deakins also received praise: Newman commented that he "delivers the most impressive visuals this series has had since the 1960s",[132] and Miller described the film as "dazzlingly photographed".[139]

The film did not escape criticism, with reviews pointing to its two and a half-hour running time, and the final third of the film being "protracted", and not matching the first two thirds in its momentum as the underlying flaws in the film.[142][143] Xan Brooks of The Guardian, in an otherwise positive review, criticised the "touchy-feely indulgence" of "the bold decision to open Bond up – to probe at the character's back-story and raise a toast to his relationship with M".[144] Daniel Krupa also singled out Naomie Harris[image: External link] as "awkward" and having a "virtually non-existent chemistry" with Daniel Craig[image: External link].[136] Similarly Philip French in The Observer tempered his praise for the film by highlighting "some lazy repetition" and argued, "the badinage is often perfunctory and Bond is as usual captured too easily and too easily escapes".[135] Edward Porter, writing in The Sunday Times, considered that while aspects of the film were "achieved with wit and panache",[137] he found that the climax to the film was slightly disappointing, although the "weaknesses in the final stages are not serious, however, and the film's brief epilogue is wonderful".[137]
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 Home media




Skyfall was released on DVD, Blu-ray[image: External link], and digital HD in the US on 12 February 2013,[145] and in the UK on 18 February 2013.[146]
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 Accolades






	List of awards and nominations



	Award
	Year
	Category
	Recipient
	Result
	Ref.



	85th Academy Awards[image: External link]
	2012[image: External link]
	Best Original Score[image: External link]
	Thomas Newman[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[147]



	Best Original Song
	"Skyfall" (Adele Adkins, Paul Epworth[image: External link])
	Won



	Best Sound Editing[image: External link]
	Per Hallberg[image: External link], Karen Baker Landers[image: External link]
	Won1



	Best Sound Mixing[image: External link]
	Stuart Wilson[image: External link], Scott Millan[image: External link], Greg P. Russell[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Cinematography[image: External link]
	Roger Deakins[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Art Directors Guild Awards[image: External link]
	2012[image: External link]
	Excellence in Production Design for a Contemporary Film[image: External link]
	Dennis Gassner[image: External link]
	Won
	[148]



	British Academy Film Awards[image: External link]
	2012[image: External link]
	Outstanding British Film[image: External link]
	
	Won
	[149]



	Best Actor in a Supporting Role[image: External link]
	Javier Bardem[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Actress in a Supporting Role[image: External link]
	Judi Dench[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Editing[image: External link]
	Stuart Baird[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Production Design[image: External link]
	Dennis Gassner[image: External link], Anna Pinnock[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Sound[image: External link]
	Stuart Wilson[image: External link], Scott Millan[image: External link], Greg P. Russell[image: External link], Per Hallberg[image: External link], Karen Baker Landers[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Original Music[image: External link]
	Thomas Newman[image: External link]
	Won



	Best Cinematography[image: External link]
	Roger Deakins[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Broadcast Film Critics Association Awards[image: External link]
	2012[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Javier Bardem[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[150]



	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Judi Dench[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Cinematography[image: External link]
	Roger Deakins[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Action Movie[image: External link]
	
	Won



	Best Song[image: External link]
	"Skyfall" (Adele Adkins, Paul Epworth[image: External link])
	Won



	Best Actor in an Action Movie[image: External link]
	Daniel Craig[image: External link]
	Won



	Best Actress in an Action Movie[image: External link]
	Judi Dench[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Empire Awards[image: External link]
	2012[image: External link]
	Best Thriller[image: External link]
	
	Nominated
	[151]



	Best British Film[image: External link]
	
	Nominated



	Best Director[image: External link]
	Sam Mendes[image: External link]
	Won



	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Daniel Craig[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Judi Dench[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Film[image: External link]
	
	Won



	Chicago Film Critics Association[image: External link]
	2012[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Judi Dench[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[152]



	Best Cinematography
	Roger Deakins[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Editing
	Stuart Baird[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Golden Globe Awards[image: External link]
	2012
	Best Original Song
	"Skyfall" (Adele Adkins, Paul Epworth[image: External link])
	Won
	[153]



	Grammy Awards[image: External link]
	2014
	Best Score Soundtrack for Visual Media[image: External link]
	Thomas Newman[image: External link]
	Won
	[154]



	Best Song Written for Visual Media
	"Skyfall" (Adele Adkins, Paul Epworth[image: External link])
	Won



	International Film Music Critics Association Awards[image: External link]
	2013
	Best Original Score for an Action/Adventure/Thriller Film
	Thomas Newman[image: External link]
	Won
	



	Jupiter Award[image: External link]
	2012
	Best International Movie
	Sam Mendes[image: External link]
	Won2
	[155]



	London Film Critics Circle Awards[image: External link]
	2012[image: External link]
	Best British or Irish Film of the Year
	
	Nominated
	[156]



	Actor of the Year in a Supporting Role
	Javier Bardem[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Actress of the Year in a Supporting Role
	Judi Dench[image: External link]
	Nominated



	British Actor of the Year
	Daniel Craig[image: External link]
	Nominated



	British Actress of the Year
	Judi Dench[image: External link] (shared with her role in The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel[image: External link])
	Nominated



	Los Angeles Film Critics Association Awards[image: External link]
	2012[image: External link]
	Best Cinematography[image: External link]
	Roger Deakins[image: External link]
	Won
	[157]



	Producers Guild of America Awards[image: External link]
	2012[image: External link]
	Outstanding Producer of Theatrical Motion Pictures
	Barbara Broccoli[image: External link], Michael G. Wilson[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[158]



	Satellite Awards[image: External link]
	2012[image: External link]
	Best Film[image: External link]
	
	Nominated
	[159]



	Best Actor in a Supporting Role[image: External link]
	Javier Bardem[image: External link]
	Won



	Best Actress in a Supporting Role[image: External link]
	Judi Dench[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Original Score[image: External link]
	Thomas Newman[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Original Song[image: External link]
	"Skyfall" (Adele Adkins, Paul Epworth[image: External link])
	Nominated



	Best Cinematography[image: External link]
	Roger Deakins[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Visual Effects[image: External link]
	Steve Begg, Arundi Asregadoo, Andrew Whitehurst[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	2012[image: External link]
	Best Action or Adventure Film[image: External link]
	
	Won
	[160]



	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Daniel Craig[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Javier Bardem[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Judi Dench[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Editing[image: External link]
	Stuart Baird[image: External link], Kate Baird
	Nominated



	Best Music[image: External link]
	Thomas Newman[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Make-up[image: External link]
	Naomi Donne, Donald Mowat, Love Larson
	Nominated



	Screen Actors Guild Awards[image: External link]
	2012[image: External link]
	Outstanding Performance by a Male Actor in a Supporting Role[image: External link]
	Javier Bardem[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[161]



	Outstanding Performance by a Stunt Ensemble in a Motion Picture[image: External link]
	
	Won



	Washington D.C. Area Film Critics Association Awards[image: External link]
	2012[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Javier Bardem[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[162]



	Best Cinematography[image: External link]
	Roger Deakins[image: External link]
	Nominated



	
Notes:

	^1 — Tied with Paul N. J. Ottosson[image: External link] for Zero Dark Thirty[image: External link].

	
^2 — Tied with Seth MacFarlane[image: External link] for Ted[image: External link].
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 See also





	List of films featuring home invasions[image: External link]

	Outline of James Bond[image: External link]

	
Happy and Glorious[image: External link], a short film starring Daniel Craig as James Bond produced for the opening ceremony[image: External link] of the 2012 Summer Olympics[image: External link].
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 Notes and references
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 Notes






	
^ The other three were "For Your Eyes Only" (1981), "Nobody Does It Better" (1977), and "Live and Let Die" (1973).[99][100]
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Academy Award for Best Original Song






The Academy Award for Best Original Song is one of the awards given annually to people working in the motion picture[image: External link] industry by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences[image: External link] (AMPAS). It is presented to the songwriters who have composed the best original song written specifically for a film. The performers of a song are not credited with the Academy Award unless they contributed either to music, lyrics or both in their own right. The songs that are nominated for this award are performed during the ceremony and before this award is presented.

The award category was introduced at the 7th Academy Awards[image: External link], the ceremony honoring the best in film for 1934. Nominations are made by Academy members who are songwriters[image: External link] and composers[image: External link], and the winners are chosen by the Academy membership as a whole.





TOP
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 Eligibility




"There must be a clearly audible, intelligible, substantive rendition (not necessarily visually presented) of both lyrics and melody, used in the body of the motion picture or as the first music cue in the end credits."[1]

The original requirement was only that the nominated song appear in a motion picture during the previous year. This rule was changed after the 1941 Academy Awards, when "The Last Time I Saw Paris", from the film Lady Be Good[image: External link], with music by Jerome Kern and lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II, won. Kern was upset that his song won because it had been published and recorded before it was used in the film. The song was actually written in 1940, after the Germans occupied Paris at the start of World War II. It was recorded by Kate Smith[image: External link] and peaked at No. 8 on the best seller list before it was used in the film.

Kern got the Academy to change the rule so that only songs that are "original and written specifically for the motion picture" are eligible to win.[2][3] Songs that rely on sampled or reworked material along with cover versions, remixes and parodies, such as "Gangsta's Paradise[image: External link]" in the 1995 film Dangerous Minds[image: External link], are also ineligible.

This rule means that when a film is adapted[image: External link] from a previously-produced stage musical[image: External link], none of the existing songs from the musical are eligible. As a result, many recent film adaptations of musicals have included original songs which could be nominated, such as "You Must Love Me" in the 1996 film Evita[image: External link], and " Listen[image: External link]", "Love You I Do[image: External link]", " Patience[image: External link]" in the 2006 film Dreamgirls[image: External link] and "Suddenly" in the 2012 film Les Misérables[image: External link].

There was a debate as to whether or not Glen Hansard and Marketa Irglova[image: External link], who were awarded the Oscar in 2008 for "Falling Slowly", were in fact eligible. "Falling Slowly" has been released on two other albums – The Swell Season[image: External link], Hansard and Irglova's duo project and The Cost[image: External link], by Hansard's band The Frames[image: External link]. The Swell Season[image: External link] was released in August 2006, and The Cost[image: External link] in February 2007, before the release of Once[image: External link]. However, the AMPAS[image: External link] music committee determined that, in the course of the film's protracted production, the composers had "played the song in some venues that were deemed inconsequential enough to not change the song's eligibility".[4] The same issue arose two years earlier with "In the Deep[image: External link]" from Crash[image: External link], which appeared on Kathleen "Bird" York[image: External link]'s 2003 album The Velvet Hour[image: External link] after being written for Crash, but before the film was released. The current Academy rule says an eligible song "must be recorded for use in the motion picture prior to any other usage", so recordings released prior to the film will not disqualify a song as long as the film version was "recorded" before then.[3]
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 Number of nominations




Until the Academy Awards for 1945 (awarded in 1946) any number of songs could be nominated for the award. For the 1945 awards, 14 songs were nominated.

From 1946 to 2011, each member of the Music Branch of the Academy was asked to vote using a points system of 10, 9.5, 9, 8.5, 8, 7.5, 7, 6.5 or 6 points. Only those songs that received an average score of 8.25 or more were eligible for nomination. If no song qualified, there would be no nominees. And if only one song achieved that score, it and the song receiving the next highest score would be the two nominees.[citation needed[image: External link]] This system usually resulted in five nominations each year, except for 2010 when four were nominated, 1988, 2005, and 2008, when only three were nominated; and 2011 when only two were nominated.[5][6]

Following the two song competition in 2011, the rules were changed once more. The number of nominations is now contingent upon the number of submissions. Depending on the amount received by the Academy there would be five, three or no nominations each year.[7] Since then, there have always been five nominees, except in 2013 when one was disqualified.

The first film to receive multiple nominations was Fame[image: External link] in 1980. Only four films have featured three nominated songs: Beauty and the Beast[image: External link], The Lion King[image: External link], Dreamgirls[image: External link], and Enchanted[image: External link]. Dreamgirls and Enchanted lost on every nomination: An Inconvenient Truth[image: External link] original song "I Need to Wake Up" defeated all three of the nominated songs from Dreamgirls, while "Falling Slowly" from Once[image: External link] defeated all three of Enchanted's nominations. After these two consecutive defeats, a new rule was instated in June 2008 that a film could have no more than two songs nominated.[8]
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 Performances at the awards ceremony




Nominated songs are usually performed live at the televised Academy Awards ceremonies. Although pre-televised ceremonies were broadcast on the radio, the tradition of performing the nominated songs did not begin until the 18th Academy Awards[image: External link] in 1946, in which performers included Frank Sinatra, Kathryn Grayson[image: External link], Dinah Shore[image: External link], and Dick Haymes[image: External link].

In the early years, the songs were usually not performed by the original artists as in the film. For example, in 1965, Robert Goulet performed all the nominated songs at the ceremony. (Ironically, in the case of "The Look Of Love[image: External link]", sung by Dusty Springfield in Casino Royale[image: External link], the positive reaction to the performance by Sergio Mendes & Brasil '66[image: External link] on the 1968 telecast led to their version being released as a single and eventually becoming the bigger hit.) In 1970, this was reversed and only the people who had performed the piece in the film were permitted to perform the song on the live telecast, even if a hit version was performed by another act.

However, since Oscar nominees for 1970, 1971 and 1972 had all been major hit records by other artists, in 1973 the rule was amended again and it became standard to first offer either the original artist or artists who performed the song in the film a chance to perform it at the ceremony, followed by the artist or artists who had the hit record with it.

When neither of those is able to do so (or in rare cases where the telecast producers decide to go with someone else), the Academy chooses more well-known entertainers to perform the song at the ceremony. For example, Robin Williams[image: External link] performed "Blame Canada[image: External link]" from South Park: Bigger, Longer & Uncut[image: External link] at the 72nd Academy Awards[image: External link] instead of the film's voice actors, Trey Parker[image: External link] and Mary Kay Bergman[image: External link] (Bergman died a few months before the show). Beyoncé Knowles[image: External link] sang three nominated songs (one of which was a duet with Josh Groban[image: External link]) during the 77th Academy Awards[image: External link] even though she had not performed those songs in any of the respective films.

That same year, the song "Al otro lado del río" (On The Other Side Of The River), which was featured in the film The Motorcycle Diaries[image: External link], won the award, becoming the first song in Spanish and the second in a foreign language to receive such an honor (the first winner was the title tune to Never on Sunday[image: External link], which was sung in Greek in the film by its star, Melina Mercouri[image: External link]). It was written by Uruguayan[image: External link] composer Jorge Drexler, but the producers would not let Drexler perform the song during the show for fear of losing ratings. Instead, the song was performed by Carlos Santana[image: External link] and Antonio Banderas[image: External link]. Drexler's acceptance speech for the award consisted of him singing a few lines a cappella[image: External link] and closed by simply saying "thank you".

At the 80th Academy Awards[image: External link], "That's How You Know[image: External link]" from the film Enchanted was performed by Kristin Chenoweth[image: External link], rather than the film's star, Amy Adams[image: External link]. However, Adams performed "Happy Working Song[image: External link]", which was nominated from the same film.[9]

In 1985, Phil Collins was passed over to perform his nominated composition "Against All Odds (Take a Look at Me Now)[image: External link]". According to representatives of both Collins' record company and Columbia Pictures, this was because the producers of the telecast were not familiar with his work. Ann Reinking[image: External link] performed the song instead, with Collins sitting in the audience.[10] In 2009, Peter Gabriel[image: External link], who was originally scheduled to perform his nominated song "Down to Earth[image: External link]" during the live broadcast, declined to perform after learning that he would be allowed to sing only 65 seconds of the song during the ceremony's Best Original Song nominee performance medley.[11] Gabriel still attended the ceremony, with John Legend performing the song in his place, backed by the Soweto Gospel Choir[image: External link].

The 84th Academy Awards[image: External link] did not feature performances from either nominated song ("Man or Muppet" from The Muppets[image: External link] or "Real in Rio[image: External link]" from Rio[image: External link]).[12] No reason for this was given by Oscar producers. This was only the third time that Best Original Song nominees were not performed (the others were in 1989 and 2010). At the 2013 Oscars[image: External link], only three of the five nominees were performed, with the eventual winner, the theme from Skyfall, being the only one performed separately on its own as opposed to being part of a musical montage sequence. The 88th Academy Awards[image: External link] also had three of the five nominees performed. Anohni[image: External link], performer and writer of "Manta Ray", one of the two nominated songs cut from the ceremony, boycotted the ceremony for this reason.[13]
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 List of winners and nominees
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 1930s






	Year
	Winning songwriter(s)
	Nominees



	1934[image: External link]
	"The Continental" – The Gay Divorcee[image: External link] • Music: Con Conrad • Lyrics: Herb Magidson
	

	" Carioca[image: External link]" – Flying Down to Rio[image: External link] • Music: Vincent Youmans[image: External link] • Lyrics: Edward Eliscu[image: External link] & Gus Kahn[image: External link]


	"Love in Bloom[image: External link]" – She Loves Me Not[image: External link] • Music: Ralph Rainger • Lyrics: Leo Robin








	1935[image: External link]
	"Lullaby of Broadway" – Gold Diggers of 1935[image: External link] • Music: Harry Warren • Lyrics: Al Dubin
	

	"Cheek to Cheek[image: External link]" – Top Hat[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Irving Berlin


	"Lovely to Look at" – Roberta[image: External link] • Music: Jerome Kern • Lyrics: Dorothy Fields & Jimmy McHugh[image: External link]








	1936[image: External link]
	"The Way You Look Tonight" – Swing Time[image: External link] • Music: Jerome Kern • Lyrics: Dorothy Fields
	

	"Did I Remember" – Suzy[image: External link] • Music: Walter Donaldson[image: External link] • Lyrics: Harold Adamson[image: External link]


	"I've Got You Under My Skin[image: External link]" – Born to Dance[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Cole Porter[image: External link]


	"A Melody from the Sky" – The Trail of the Lonesome Pine[image: External link] • Music: Louis Alter[image: External link] • Lyrics: Sidney D. Mitchell[image: External link]


	"Pennies from Heaven[image: External link]" – Pennies from Heaven[image: External link] • Music: Arthur Johnston[image: External link] • Lyrics: Johnny Burke


	"When Did You Leave Heaven" – Sing, Baby, Sing[image: External link] • Music: Richard A. Whiting[image: External link] • Lyrics: Walter Bullock[image: External link]








	1937[image: External link]
	"Sweet Leilani" – Waikiki Wedding[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Harry Owens
	

	"Remember Me" – Mr. Dodd Takes the Air[image: External link] • Music: Harry Warren • Lyrics: Al Dubin


	"That Old Feeling[image: External link]" – Vogues of 1938[image: External link] • Music: Sammy Fain • Lyrics: Lew Brown[image: External link]


	"They Can't Take That Away from Me[image: External link]" – Shall We Dance[image: External link] • Music: George Gershwin[image: External link] ( p.n.[image: External link]) • Lyrics: Ira Gershwin[image: External link]


	"Whispers in the Dark" – Artists and Models[image: External link] • Music: Friedrich Hollaender[image: External link] • Lyrics: Leo Robin








	1938[image: External link]
	"Thanks for the Memory" – The Big Broadcast of 1938[image: External link] • Music: Ralph Rainger • Lyrics: Leo Robin
	

	"Always and Always" – Mannequin[image: External link] • Music: Edward Ward[image: External link] • Lyrics: Chet Forrest[image: External link] & Bob Wright[image: External link]


	"Change Partners[image: External link]" – Carefree[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Irving Berlin


	"The Cowboy and the Lady" – The Cowboy and the Lady[image: External link] • Music: Lionel Newman[image: External link] • Lyrics: Arthur Quenzer

	"Dust" – Under Western Stars[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Johnny Marvin[image: External link]


	"Jeepers Creepers[image: External link]" – Going Places[image: External link] • Music: Harry Warren • Lyrics: Johnny Mercer


	"Merrily We Live" – Merrily We Live[image: External link] • Music: Phil Craig • Lyrics: Quenzer

	"A Mist over the Moon" – The Lady Objects[image: External link] • Music: Ben Oakland[image: External link] • Lyrics: Oscar Hammerstein II


	"My Own" – That Certain Age[image: External link] • Music: Jimmy McHugh[image: External link] • Lyrics: Harold Adamson[image: External link]


	"Now It Can Be Told[image: External link]" – Alexander's Ragtime Band[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Berlin







	1939[image: External link]
	"Over the Rainbow" – The Wizard of Oz[image: External link] • Music: Harold Arlen • Lyrics: Yip Harburg
	

	"Faithful Forever" – Gulliver's Travels[image: External link] • Music: Ralph Rainger • Lyrics: Leo Robin


	"I Poured My Heart into a Song" – Second Fiddle[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Irving Berlin


	"Wishing" – Love Affair[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Buddy DeSylva[image: External link]
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 1940s






	Year
	Winning songwriter(s)
	Nominees



	1940[image: External link]
	"When You Wish Upon a Star[image: External link]" – Pinocchio[image: External link]

– Music: Leigh Harline • Lyrics: Ned Washington
	

	"Down Argentine Way" – Down Argentine Way[image: External link] • Music: Harry Warren • Lyrics: Mack Gordon


	"I'd Know You Anywhere" – You'll Find Out[image: External link] • Music: Jimmy McHugh[image: External link] • Lyrics: Johnny Mercer


	"It's a Blue World" – Music in My Heart[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Chet Forrest[image: External link] & Bob Wright[image: External link]


	"Love of My Life[image: External link]" – Second Chorus[image: External link] • Music: Artie Shaw[image: External link] • Lyrics: Mercer

	"Only Forever[image: External link]" – Rhythm on the River[image: External link] • Music: James V. Monaco[image: External link] • Lyrics: Johnny Burke


	"Our Love Affair" – Strike Up the Band[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Roger Edens[image: External link] & Georgie Stoll[image: External link]


	"Waltzing in the Clouds" – Spring Parade[image: External link] • Music: Robert Stolz[image: External link] • Lyrics: Gus Kahn[image: External link]


	"Who Am I?" – Hit Parade of 1941[image: External link] • Music: Jule Styne • Lyrics: Walter Bullock[image: External link]








	1941[image: External link]
	"The Last Time I Saw Paris" – Lady Be Good[image: External link] • Music: Jerome Kern • Lyrics: Oscar Hammerstein II
	

	"Baby Mine[image: External link]" – Dumbo[image: External link] • Music: Frank Churchill[image: External link] • Lyrics: Ned Washington


	"Be Honest With Me" – Ridin' on a Rainbow[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Gene Autry[image: External link] & Fred Rose[image: External link]


	"Blues in the Night[image: External link]" – Blues in the Night[image: External link] • Music: Harold Arlen • Lyrics: Johnny Mercer


	"Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy[image: External link]" – Buck Privates[image: External link] • Music: Hugh Prince • Lyrics: Don Raye[image: External link]


	"Chattanooga Choo Choo[image: External link]" – Sun Valley Serenade[image: External link] • Music: Harry Warren • Lyrics: Mack Gordon


	"Dolores" – Las Vegas Nights[image: External link] • Music: Louis Alter[image: External link] • Lyrics: Frank Loesser


	"Out of the Silence" – All-American Co-Ed[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Lloyd B. Norlin

	"Since I Kissed My Baby Goodbye" – You'll Never Get Rich[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Cole Porter[image: External link]








	1942[image: External link]
	"White Christmas" – Holiday Inn[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Irving Berlin
	

	"Always in My Heart" – Always in My Heart[image: External link] • Music: Ernesto Lecuona[image: External link] • Lyrics: Kim Gannon[image: External link]


	"Dearly Beloved" – You Were Never Lovelier[image: External link] • Music: Jerome Kern • Lyrics: Johnny Mercer


	"How About You?[image: External link]" – Babes on Broadway[image: External link] • Music: Burton Lane[image: External link] • Lyrics: Ralph Freed[image: External link]


	"I've Heard That Song Before[image: External link]" – Youth on Parade[image: External link] • Music: Jule Styne • Lyrics: Sammy Cahn


	"(I've Got a Gal in) Kalamazoo[image: External link]" – Orchestra Wives[image: External link] • Music: Harry Warren • Lyrics: Mack Gordon


	"Love Is a Song[image: External link]" – Bambi[image: External link] • Music: Frank Churchill[image: External link] ( p.n.[image: External link]) • Lyrics: Larry Morey[image: External link]


	"Pennies for Peppino" – Flying with Music[image: External link] • Music: Edward Ward[image: External link] • Lyrics: Chet Forrest[image: External link] & Bob Wright[image: External link]


	"Pig Foot Pete" – Hellzapoppin'[image: External link] • Music: Gene de Paul[image: External link] • Lyrics: Don Raye[image: External link][note 1][14]


	"There's a Breeze on Lake Louise" – The Mayor of 44th Street[image: External link] • Music: Harry Revel[image: External link] • Lyrics: Mort Greene







	1943[image: External link]
	"You'll Never Know" – Hello, Frisco, Hello[image: External link] • Music: Harry Warren • Lyrics: Mack Gordon
	

	"Change of Heart" – Hit Parade of 1943[image: External link] • Music: Jule Styne • Lyrics: Harold Adamson[image: External link]


	"Happiness is a Thing Called Joe[image: External link]" – Cabin in the Sky[image: External link] • Music: Harold Arlen • Lyrics: Yip Harburg


	"My Shining Hour[image: External link]" – The Sky's the Limit[image: External link] • Music: Arlen • Lyrics: Johnny Mercer


	"Saludos Amigos" – Saludos Amigos[image: External link] • Music: Charles Wolcott[image: External link] • Lyrics: Ned Washington


	"Say a Prayer for the Boys Over There[image: External link]" – Hers to Hold[image: External link] • Music: Jimmy McHugh[image: External link] • Lyrics: Herb Magidson


	"That Old Black Magic[image: External link]" – Star Spangled Rhythm[image: External link] • Music: Arlen • Lyrics: Mercer

	"They're Either Too Young or Too Old" – Thank Your Lucky Stars[image: External link] • Music: Arthur Schwartz[image: External link] • Lyrics: Frank Loesser


	"We Mustn't Say Good Bye" – Stage Door Canteen[image: External link] • Music: James V. Monaco[image: External link] • Lyrics: Al Dubin


	"You'd Be So Nice to Come Home To[image: External link]" – Something to Shout About[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Cole Porter[image: External link]








	1944[image: External link]
	"Swinging on a Star" – Going My Way[image: External link] • Music: Jimmy Van Heusen • Lyrics: Johnny Burke
	

	"I Couldn't Sleep a Wink Last Night[image: External link]" – Higher and Higher[image: External link] • Music: Jimmy McHugh[image: External link] • Lyrics: Harold Adamson[image: External link]


	"I'll Walk Alone[image: External link]" – Follow the Boys[image: External link] • Music: Jule Styne • Lyrics: Sammy Cahn


	"I'm Making Believe" – Sweet and Low-Down[image: External link] • Music: James V. Monaco[image: External link] • Lyrics: Mack Gordon


	"Long Ago (and Far Away)[image: External link]" – Cover Girl[image: External link] • Music: Jerome Kern • Lyrics: Ira Gershwin[image: External link]


	"Now I Know[image: External link]" – Up in Arms[image: External link] • Music: Harold Arlen • Lyrics: Ted Koehler[image: External link]


	"Remember Me to Carolina" – Minstrel Man[image: External link] • Music: Harry Revel[image: External link] • Lyrics: Paul Francis Webster


	"Rio de Janeiro" – Brazil[image: External link] • Music: Ary Barroso[image: External link] • Lyrics: Ned Washington


	"Silver Shadows and Golden Dreams" – Lady, Let's Dance[image: External link] • Music: Lew Pollack[image: External link] • Lyrics: Charles Newman

	"Too Much in Love" – Song of the Open Road[image: External link] • Music: Walter Kent[image: External link] • Lyrics: Kim Gannon[image: External link]


	"The Trolley Song[image: External link]" – Meet Me in St. Louis[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Ralph Blane[image: External link] & Hugh Martin[image: External link]








	1945[image: External link]
	"It Might as Well Be Spring" – State Fair[image: External link] • Music: Richard Rodgers • Lyrics: Oscar Hammerstein II
	

	"Ac-Cent-Tchu-Ate the Positive[image: External link]" – Here Come the Waves[image: External link] • Music: Harold Arlen • Lyrics: Johnny Mercer


	"Anywhere" – Tonight and Every Night[image: External link] • Music: Jule Styne • Lyrics: Sammy Cahn


	"Aren't You Glad You're You?[image: External link]" – The Bells of St. Mary's[image: External link] • Music: Jimmy Van Heusen • Lyrics: Johnny Burke


	"The Cat and the Canary" – Why Girls Leave Home[image: External link] • Music: Jay Livingston • Lyrics: Ray Evans


	"Endlessly" – Earl Carroll Vanities[image: External link] • Music: Walter Kent[image: External link] • Lyrics: Kim Gannon[image: External link]


	"I Fall in Love Too Easily[image: External link]" – Anchors Aweigh[image: External link] • Music: Styne • Lyrics: Cahn

	"I'll Buy That Dream" – Sing Your Way Home[image: External link] • Music: Allie Wrubel • Lyrics: Herb Magidson


	"Linda" – The Story of G.I. Joe[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Ann Ronell[image: External link]


	"Love Letters[image: External link]" – Love Letters[image: External link] • Music: Victor Young[image: External link] • Lyrics: Edward Heyman[image: External link]


	"More and More" – Can't Help Singing[image: External link] • Music: Jerome Kern ( p.n.[image: External link]) • Lyrics: Yip Harburg


	"Sleighride in July" – Belle of the Yukon[image: External link] • Music: Van Heusen • Lyrics: Burke

	"So in Love" – Wonder Man[image: External link] • Music: David Rose[image: External link] • Lyrics: Leo Robin


	"Some Sunday Morning[image: External link]" – San Antonio[image: External link] • Music: Ray Heindorf[image: External link] & M.K. Jerome • Lyrics: Ted Koehler[image: External link]








	1946[image: External link]
	"On the Atchison, Topeka and the Santa Fe" – The Harvey Girls[image: External link] • Music: Harry Warren • Lyrics: Johnny Mercer
	

	"All Through the Day" – Centennial Summer[image: External link] • Music: Jerome Kern ( p.n.[image: External link]) • Lyrics: Oscar Hammerstein II


	"I Can't Begin to Tell You[image: External link]" – The Dolly Sisters[image: External link] • Music: James V. Monaco[image: External link] ( p.n.[image: External link]) • Lyrics: Mack Gordon


	"Ole Buttermilk Sky" – Canyon Passage[image: External link] • Music: Hoagy Carmichael • Lyrics: Jack Brooks[image: External link]


	"You Keep Coming Back Like a Song[image: External link]" – Blue Skies[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Irving Berlin








	1947[image: External link]
	"Zip-a-Dee-Doo-Dah" – Song of the South[image: External link] • Music: Allie Wrubel • Lyrics: Ray Gilbert
	

	"A Gal in Calico[image: External link]" – The Time, the Place and the Girl[image: External link] • Music: Arthur Schwartz[image: External link] • Lyrics: Leo Robin


	"I Wish I Didn't Love You So" – The Perils of Pauline[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Frank Loesser


	"Pass That Peace Pipe" – Good News[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Ralph Blane[image: External link], Hugh Martin[image: External link], & Roger Edens[image: External link]


	"You Do" – Mother Wore Tights[image: External link] • Music: Josef Myrow[image: External link] • Lyrics: Mack Gordon








	1948[image: External link]
	"Buttons and Bows" – The Paleface[image: External link] • Music: Jay Livingston • Lyrics: Ray Evans
	

	"For Every Man There's a Woman" – Casbah[image: External link] • Music: Harold Arlen • Lyrics: Leo Robin


	"It's Magic[image: External link]" – Romance on the High Seas[image: External link] • Music: Jule Styne • Lyrics: Sammy Cahn


	"The Woody Woodpecker Song[image: External link]" – Wet Blanket Policy[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Ramey Idriss[image: External link] & George Tibbles[image: External link]


	"This Is the Moment[image: External link]" – That Lady in Ermine[image: External link] • Music: Friedrich Hollaender[image: External link] • Lyrics: Robin







	1949[image: External link]
	"Baby, It's Cold Outside" – Neptune's Daughter[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Frank Loesser
	

	"It's a Great Feeling[image: External link]" – It's a Great Feeling[image: External link] • Music: Jule Styne • Lyrics: Sammy Cahn


	"Lavender's Blue[image: External link]" – So Dear to My Heart[image: External link] • Music: Eliot Daniel[image: External link] • Lyrics: Larry Morey[image: External link]


	"My Foolish Heart[image: External link]" – My Foolish Heart[image: External link] • Music: Victor Young[image: External link] • Lyrics: Ned Washington


	"Through a Long and Sleepless Night" – Come to the Stable[image: External link] • Music: Alfred Newman[image: External link] • Lyrics: Mack Gordon
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 1950s






	Year
	Winning songwriter(s)
	Nominees



	1950[image: External link]
	
"Mona Lisa" – Captain Carey, U.S.A.[image: External link]

– Music & Lyrics: Ray Evans & Jay Livingston

	

	"Be My Love[image: External link]" – The Toast of New Orleans[image: External link] • Music: Slug Brodszky[image: External link] • Lyrics: Sammy Cahn


	" Bibbidi-Bobbidi-Boo[image: External link]" – Cinderella[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Mack David[image: External link], Al Hoffman[image: External link], & Jerry Livingston[image: External link]


	"Mule Train[image: External link]" – Singing Guns[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Fred Glickman, Hy Heath[image: External link] & Johnny Lange[image: External link]


	"Wilhelmina" – Wabash Avenue[image: External link] • Music: Josef Myrow[image: External link] • Lyrics: Mack Gordon








	1951[image: External link]
	
"In the Cool, Cool, Cool of the Evening" – Here Comes the Groom[image: External link]

– Music: Hoagy Carmichael • Lyrics: Johnny Mercer

	

	"A Kiss to Build a Dream On[image: External link]" – The Strip[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Oscar Hammerstein II, Bert Kalmar[image: External link] ( p.n.[image: External link]), & Harry Ruby[image: External link]


	"Never"– Golden Girl[image: External link] • Music: Lionel Newman[image: External link] • Lyrics: Eliot Daniel[image: External link]


	"Too Late Now" – Royal Wedding[image: External link] • Music: Burton Lane[image: External link] • Lyrics: Alan Jay Lerner


	"Wonder Why[image: External link]" – Rich, Young and Pretty[image: External link] • Music: Slug Brodszky[image: External link] • Lyrics: Sammy Cahn








	1952[image: External link]
	
"The Ballad of High Noon" – High Noon[image: External link]

– Music: Dimitri Tiomkin • Lyrics: Ned Washington

	

	"Am I in Love" – Son of Paleface[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Jack Brooks[image: External link]


	"Because You're Mine[image: External link]" – Because You're Mine[image: External link] • Music: Slug Brodszky[image: External link] • Lyrics: Sammy Cahn


	"Thumbelina" – Hans Christian Andersen[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Frank Loesser


	"Zing a Little Zong[image: External link]" – Just for You[image: External link] • Music: Harry Warren • Lyrics: Leo Robin








	1953[image: External link]
	
"Secret Love[image: External link]" – Calamity Jane[image: External link]

– Music: Sammy Fain • Lyrics: Paul Francis Webster

	

	"Blue Pacific Blues" – Miss Sadie Thompson[image: External link] • Music: Lester Lee • Lyrics: Ned Washington


	"The Moon Is Blue" – The Moon Is Blue[image: External link] • Music: Herschel Burke Gilbert[image: External link] • Lyrics: Sylvia Fine[image: External link]


	"My Flaming Heart" – Small Town Girl[image: External link] • Music: Slug Brodszky[image: External link] • Lyrics: Leo Robin


	"That's Amore[image: External link]" – The Caddy[image: External link] • Music: Harry Warren • Lyrics: Jack Brooks[image: External link]








	1954[image: External link]
	
"Three Coins in the Fountain" – Three Coins in the Fountain[image: External link]

– Music: Jule Styne • Lyrics: Sammy Cahn

	

	"Count Your Blessings Instead of Sheep[image: External link]" – White Christmas[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Irving Berlin


	"The High and the Mighty[image: External link]" – The High and the Mighty[image: External link] • Music: Dimitri Tiomkin • Lyrics: Ned Washington


	"Hold My Hand[image: External link]" – Susan Slept Here[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Jack Lawrence[image: External link] & Richard Myers[image: External link]


	"The Man that Got Away[image: External link]" – A Star Is Born[image: External link] • Music: Harold Arlen • Lyrics: Ira Gershwin[image: External link]








	1955[image: External link]
	"Love Is a Many-Splendored Thing" – Love Is a Many-Splendored Thing[image: External link]

– Music: Sammy Fain • Lyrics: Paul Francis Webster
	

	"I'll Never Stop Loving You[image: External link]" – Love Me or Leave Me[image: External link] • Music: Slug Brodszky[image: External link] • Lyrics: Sammy Cahn


	"(Love Is) The Tender Trap[image: External link]" – The Tender Trap[image: External link] • Music: Jimmy Van Heusen • Lyrics: Cahn

	"Something's Gotta Give[image: External link]" – Daddy Long Legs[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Johnny Mercer


	"Unchained Melody" – Unchained[image: External link] • Music: Alex North[image: External link] • Lyrics: Hy Zaret[image: External link]








	1956[image: External link]
	
"Que Sera, Sera (Whatever Will Be, Will Be)" – The Man Who Knew Too Much[image: External link]

– Music & Lyrics: Ray Evans & Jay Livingston

	

	"Friendly Persuasion[image: External link]" – Friendly Persuasion[image: External link] • Music: Dimitri Tiomkin • Lyrics: Paul Francis Webster


	"Julie" – Julie[image: External link] • Music: Leith Stevens[image: External link] • Lyrics: Tom Adair[image: External link]


	"True Love[image: External link]" – High Society[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Cole Porter[image: External link]


	"Written on the Wind[image: External link]" – Written on the Wind[image: External link] • Music: Victor Young[image: External link] ( p.n.[image: External link]) • Lyrics: Sammy Cahn








	1957[image: External link]
	
"All the Way" – The Joker Is Wild[image: External link]

– Music: Jimmy Van Heusen • Lyrics: Sammy Cahn

	

	"An Affair to Remember[image: External link]" – An Affair to Remember[image: External link] • Music: Harry Warren • Lyrics: Harold Adamson[image: External link] & Leo McCarey[image: External link]


	"April Love[image: External link]" – April Love[image: External link] • Music: Sammy Fain • Lyrics: Paul Francis Webster


	" Tammy[image: External link]" – Tammy and the Bachelor[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Ray Evans & Jay Livingston


	"Wild Is the Wind[image: External link]" – Wild Is the Wind[image: External link] • Music: Dimitri Tiomkin • Lyrics: Ned Washington








	1958[image: External link]
	
"Gigi" – Gigi[image: External link]

– Music: Frederick Loewe • Lyrics: Alan Jay Lerner

	

	"Almost in Your Arms" – Houseboat[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Ray Evans & Jay Livingston


	"A Certain Smile[image: External link]" – A Certain Smile[image: External link] • Music: Sammy Fain • Lyrics: Paul Francis Webster


	"To Love and Be Loved" – Some Came Running[image: External link] • Music: Jimmy Van Heusen • Lyrics: Sammy Cahn


	"A Very Precious Love[image: External link]" – Marjorie Morningstar[image: External link] • Music: Fain • Lyrics: Webster







	1959[image: External link]
	
"High Hopes" – A Hole in the Head[image: External link]

– Music: Jimmy Van Heusen • Lyrics: Sammy Cahn

	

	"The Best of Everything" – The Best of Everything[image: External link] • Music: Alfred Newman[image: External link] • Lyrics: Cahn

	"The Five Pennies" – The Five Pennies[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Sylvia Fine[image: External link]


	"The Hanging Tree[image: External link]" – The Hanging Tree[image: External link] • Music: Jerry Livingston[image: External link] • Lyrics: Mack David[image: External link]


	"Strange Are the Ways of Love" – The Young Land[image: External link] • Music: Dimitri Tiomkin • Lyrics: Ned Washington
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 1960s






	Year
	Winning songwriter(s)
	Nominees



	1960[image: External link]
	
"Never on Sunday" – Never on Sunday[image: External link]

– Music and lyrics: Manos Hatzidakis

	

	"The Facts of Life" – The Facts of Life[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Johnny Mercer


	"Faraway Part of Town" – Pepe[image: External link] • Music: André Previn[image: External link] • Lyrics: Dory Previn[image: External link]


	"The Green Leaves of Summer[image: External link]" – The Alamo[image: External link] • Music: Dimitri Tiomkin • Lyrics: Paul Francis Webster


	"The Second Time Around[image: External link]" – High Time[image: External link] • Music: Jimmy Van Heusen • Lyrics: Sammy Cahn








	1961[image: External link]
	
"Moon River" – Breakfast at Tiffany's[image: External link]

– Music: Henry Mancini • Lyrics: Johnny Mercer

	

	"Bachelor in Paradise" – Bachelor in Paradise[image: External link] • Music: Mancini • Lyrics: Mack David[image: External link]


	"The Falcon and The Dove" – El Cid[image: External link] • Music: Miklós Rózsa[image: External link] • Lyrics: Paul Francis Webster


	"Pocketful of Miracles" – Pocketful of Miracles[image: External link] • Music: Jimmy Van Heusen • Lyrics: Sammy Cahn


	"Town Without Pity[image: External link]" – Town Without Pity[image: External link] • Music: Dimitri Tiomkin • Lyrics: Ned Washington








	1962[image: External link]
	
"Days of Wine and Roses" – Days of Wine and Roses[image: External link]

– Music: Henry Mancini • Lyrics: Johnny Mercer

	

	"Follow Me" – Mutiny on the Bounty[image: External link] • Music: Bronislaw Kaper[image: External link] • Lyrics: Paul Francis Webster


	"Second Chance" – Two for the Seesaw[image: External link] • Music: André Previn[image: External link] • Lyrics: Dory Previn[image: External link]


	"Tender Is the Night" – Tender Is the Night[image: External link] • Music: Sammy Fain • Lyrics: Webster

	"Walk on the Wild Side[image: External link]" – Walk on the Wild Side[image: External link] • Music: Elmer Bernstein[image: External link] • Lyrics: Mack David[image: External link]








	1963[image: External link]
	
"Call Me Irresponsible" – Papa's Delicate Condition[image: External link]

– Music: Jimmy Van Heusen • Lyrics: Sammy Cahn

	

	" Charade[image: External link]" – Charade[image: External link] • Music: Henry Mancini • Lyrics: Johnny Mercer


	"It's a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World" – It's a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World[image: External link] • Music: Ernest Gold[image: External link] • Lyrics: Mack David[image: External link]


	" More[image: External link]" – Mondo Cane[image: External link] • Music: Riz Ortolani[image: External link] & Nino Oliviero[image: External link] • Lyrics: Norman Newell[image: External link]


	"So Little Time" – 55 Days at Peking[image: External link] • Music: Dimitri Tiomkin • Lyrics: Paul Francis Webster








	1964[image: External link]
	
"Chim Chim Cher-ee" – Mary Poppins

– Music & Lyrics: Sherman Brothers[image: External link]

	

	"Dear Heart[image: External link]" – Dear Heart[image: External link] • Music: Henry Mancini • Lyrics: Ray Evans & Jay Livingston


	"Hush… Hush, Sweet Charlotte[image: External link]" – Hush… Hush, Sweet Charlotte[image: External link] • Music: De Vol[image: External link] • Lyrics: Mack David[image: External link]


	"My Kind of Town[image: External link]" – Robin and the 7 Hoods[image: External link] • Music: Jimmy Van Heusen • Lyrics: Sammy Cahn


	"Where Love Has Gone" – Where Love Has Gone[image: External link] • Music: Van Heusen • Lyrics: Cahn







	1965[image: External link]
	
"The Shadow of Your Smile" – The Sandpiper[image: External link]

– Music: Johnny Mandel • Lyrics: Paul Francis Webster

	

	"The Ballad of Cat Ballou" – Cat Ballou[image: External link] • Music: Jerry Livingston[image: External link] • Lyrics: Mack David[image: External link]


	"I Will Wait for You[image: External link]" – The Umbrellas of Cherbourg[image: External link] • Music: Michel Legrand[image: External link] • Lyrics: Jacques Demy[image: External link] & Norman Gimbel[image: External link]


	"The Sweetheart Tree[image: External link]" – The Great Race[image: External link] • Music: Henry Mancini • Lyrics: Johnny Mercer


	"What's New Pussycat?[image: External link]" – What's New Pussycat?[image: External link] • Music: Burt Bacharach[image: External link] • Lyrics: Hal David








	1966[image: External link]
	
"Born Free[image: External link]" – Born Free[image: External link]

– Music: John Barry • Lyrics: Don Black[image: External link]

	

	" Alfie[image: External link]" – Alfie[image: External link] • Music: Burt Bacharach[image: External link] • Lyrics: Hal David


	"Georgy Girl[image: External link]" – Georgy Girl[image: External link] • Music: Tom Springfield[image: External link] • Lyrics: Jim Dale[image: External link]


	"A Time for Love" – An American Dream[image: External link] • Music: Johnny Mandel • Lyrics: Paul Francis Webster


	"My Wishing Doll" – Hawaii[image: External link] • Music: Elmer Bernstein[image: External link] • Lyrics: Mack David[image: External link]








	1967[image: External link]
	
"Talk to the Animals" – Doctor Dolittle[image: External link]

– Music & Lyrics: Leslie Bricusse

	

	"The Bare Necessities[image: External link]" – The Jungle Book[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Terry Gilkyson[image: External link]


	"The Eyes of Love" – Banning[image: External link] • Music: Quincy Jones • Lyrics: Bob Russell[image: External link]


	"The Look of Love" – Casino Royale[image: External link] • Music: Burt Bacharach[image: External link] • Lyrics: Hal David


	"Thoroughly Modern Millie" – Thoroughly Modern Millie[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Sammy Cahn & Jimmy Van Heusen








	1968[image: External link]
	
"The Windmills of Your Mind" – The Thomas Crown Affair[image: External link]

– Music: Michel Legrand[image: External link] • Lyrics: Alan & Marilyn Bergman

	

	"Chitty Chitty Bang Bang[image: External link]" – Chitty Chitty Bang Bang[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Sherman Brothers[image: External link]


	"For Love of Ivy" – For Love of Ivy[image: External link] • Music: Quincy Jones • Lyrics: Bob Russell[image: External link]


	"Funny Girl[image: External link]" – Funny Girl[image: External link] • Music: Jule Styne • Lyrics: Bob Merrill[image: External link]


	"Star!" – Star![image: External link] • Music: Jimmy Van Heusen • Lyrics: Sammy Cahn








	1969[image: External link]
	
"Raindrops Keep Fallin' on My Head" – Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid[image: External link]

– Music: Burt Bacharach[image: External link] • Lyrics: Hal David

	

	"Come Saturday Morning[image: External link]" – The Sterile Cuckoo[image: External link] • Music: Fred Karlin • Lyrics: Dory Previn[image: External link]


	" Jean[image: External link]" – The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Rod McKuen[image: External link]


	"True Grit[image: External link]" – True Grit[image: External link] • Music: Elmer Bernstein[image: External link] • Lyrics: Don Black[image: External link]


	"What Are You Doing the Rest of Your Life?[image: External link]" – The Happy Ending[image: External link] • Music: Michel Legrand[image: External link] • Lyrics: Alan & Marilyn Bergman
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 1970s






	Year
	Winning songwriter(s)
	Nominees



	1970[image: External link]
	
"For All We Know" – Lovers and Other Strangers[image: External link]

– Music: Fred Karlin • Lyrics: Jimmy Griffin & Robb Royer

	

	"Pieces of Dreams" – Pieces of Dreams[image: External link] • Music: Michel Legrand[image: External link] • Lyrics: Alan & Marilyn Bergman


	"Thank You Very Much" – Scrooge[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Leslie Bricusse


	"Till Love Touches Your Life" – Madron[image: External link] • Music: Riz Ortolani[image: External link] • Lyrics: Arthur Hamilton[image: External link]


	"Whistling Away the Dark" – Darling Lili[image: External link] • Music: Henry Mancini • Lyrics: Johnny Mercer








	1971[image: External link]
	
"Theme from Shaft" – Shaft[image: External link]

– Music & Lyrics: Isaac Hayes

	

	"The Age of Not Believing[image: External link]" – Bedknobs and Broomsticks[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Sherman Brothers[image: External link]


	"All His Children[image: External link]" – Sometimes a Great Notion[image: External link] • Music: Henry Mancini • Lyrics: Alan & Marilyn Bergman


	"Bless the Beasts and Children[image: External link]" – Bless the Beasts and Children[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Perry Botkin Jr.[image: External link] & Barry De Vorzon[image: External link]


	"Life Is What You Make It" – Kotch[image: External link] • Music: Marvin Hamlisch • Lyrics: Johnny Mercer








	1972[image: External link]
	
"The Morning After" – The Poseidon Adventure[image: External link]

– Music & Lyrics: Joel Hirschhorn & Al Kasha[image: External link]

	

	" Ben[image: External link]" – Ben[image: External link] • Music: Walter Scharf[image: External link] • Lyrics: Don Black[image: External link]


	"Come Follow, Follow Me" – The Little Ark • Music: Fred Karlin • Lyrics: Marsha Karlin

	"Marmalade, Molasses & Honey" – The Life and Times of Judge Roy Bean[image: External link] • Music: Maurice Jarre[image: External link] • Lyrics: Alan & Marilyn Bergman


	"Strange Are the Ways of Love" – The Stepmother • Music: Sammy Fain • Lyrics: Paul Francis Webster








	1973[image: External link]
	
"The Way We Were" – The Way We Were[image: External link]

– Music: Marvin Hamlisch • Lyrics: Alan & Marilyn Bergman

	

	"All That Love Went To Waste" – A Touch of Class[image: External link] • Music: George Barrie[image: External link] • Lyrics: Sammy Cahn


	"Live and Let Die" – Live and Let Die[image: External link] • Music: Paul McCartney[image: External link] • Lyrics: Linda[image: External link] & P. McCartney

	" Love[image: External link]" – Robin Hood[image: External link] • Music: George Bruns[image: External link] • Lyrics: Floyd Huddleston[image: External link]


	"Nice to Be Around[image: External link]" – Cinderella Liberty[image: External link] • Music: John Williams[image: External link] • Lyrics: Paul Williams[image: External link]








	1974[image: External link]
	
"We May Never Love Like This Again" – The Towering Inferno[image: External link]

– Music & Lyrics: Joel Hirschhorn & Al Kasha[image: External link]

	

	"Blazing Saddles" – Blazing Saddles[image: External link] • Music: John Morris[image: External link] • Lyrics: Mel Brooks[image: External link]


	"I Feel Love" – Benji[image: External link] • Music: Euel Box[image: External link] • Lyrics: Betty Box[image: External link]


	"Little Prince" – The Little Prince[image: External link] • Music: Frederick Lowe • Lyrics: Alan Jay Lerner


	"Wherever Love Takes Me" – Gold[image: External link] • Music: Elmer Bernstein[image: External link] • Lyrics: Don Black[image: External link]








	1975[image: External link]
	
"I'm Easy" – Nashville[image: External link]

– Music & Lyrics: Keith Carradine

	

	"How Lucky Can You Get[image: External link]" – Funny Lady[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Fred Ebb[image: External link] & John Kander[image: External link]


	"Now That We’re in Love" – Whiffs[image: External link] • Music: George Barrie[image: External link] • Lyrics: Sammy Cahn


	"Richard’s Window" – The Other Side of the Mountain[image: External link] • Music: Charles Fox[image: External link] • Lyrics: Norman Gimbel[image: External link]


	"Theme from Mahogany (Do You Know Where You're Going To)[image: External link]" – Mahogany[image: External link] • Music: Michael Masser[image: External link] • Lyrics: Gerry Goffin[image: External link]








	1976[image: External link]
	
"Evergreen" – A Star Is Born[image: External link]

– Music: Barbra Streisand[image: External link] • Lyrics: Paul Williams[image: External link]

	

	"Ave Satani[image: External link]" – The Omen[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Jerry Goldsmith[image: External link]


	"Come to Me" – The Pink Panther Strikes Again[image: External link] • Music: Henry Mancini • Lyrics: Don Black[image: External link]


	"Gonna Fly Now[image: External link]" – Rocky[image: External link] • Music: Bill Conti[image: External link] • Lyrics: Carol Connors[image: External link] & Ayn Robbins[image: External link]


	"A World That Never Was" – Half a House • Music: Sammy Fain • Lyrics: Paul Francis Webster








	1977[image: External link]
	
"You Light Up My Life" – You Light Up My Life[image: External link]

– Music & Lyrics: Joe Brooks

	

	"Candle on the Water[image: External link]" – Pete’s Dragon[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Joel Hirschhorn & Al Kasha[image: External link]


	"He/She Danced with Me" – The Slipper and the Rose[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Sherman Brothers[image: External link]


	"Nobody Does It Better" – The Spy Who Loved Me[image: External link] • Music: Marvin Hamlisch • Lyrics: Carole Bayer Sager


	"Someone’s Waiting for You" – The Rescuers[image: External link] • Music: Sammy Fain • Lyrics: Carol Connors[image: External link] & Ayn Robbins[image: External link]








	1978[image: External link]
	
"Last Dance" – Thank God It’s Friday[image: External link]

– Music & Lyrics: Paul Jabara

	

	"Hopelessly Devoted to You[image: External link]" – Grease[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: John Farrar[image: External link]


	"Ready To Take a Chance Again" – Foul Play[image: External link] • Music: Charles Fox[image: External link] • Lyrics: Norman Gimbel[image: External link]


	"The Last Time I Felt Like This" – Same Time, Next Year[image: External link] • Music: Marvin Hamlisch • Lyrics: Alan & Marilyn Bergman


	"When You’re Loved" – The Magic of Lassie[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Sherman Brothers[image: External link]








	1979[image: External link]
	
"It Goes Like It Goes" – Norma Rae[image: External link]

– Music: David Shire[image: External link] • Lyrics: Norman Gimbel[image: External link]

	

	"I’ll Never Say Goodbye" – The Promise[image: External link] • Music: Shire • Lyrics: Alan & Marilyn Bergman


	"It’s Easy To Say" – 10[image: External link] • Music: Henry Mancini • Lyrics: Robert Wells[image: External link]


	"Rainbow Connection[image: External link]" – The Muppet Movie[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Kenny Ascher[image: External link] & Paul Williams[image: External link]


	"Through the Eyes of Love[image: External link]" – Ice Castles[image: External link] • Music: Marvin Hamlisch • Lyrics: Carole Bayer Sager
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 1980s






	Year
	Winning songwriter(s)
	Nominees



	1980[image: External link]
	
"Fame" – Fame[image: External link]

– Music: Michael Gore • Lyrics: Dean Pitchford[image: External link]

	

	"On the Road Again[image: External link]" – Honeysuckle Rose[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Willie Nelson[image: External link]


	"Out Here on My Own[image: External link]" – Fame[image: External link] • Music: Michael Gore • Lyrics: Lesley Gore[image: External link]


	"People Alone" – The Competition[image: External link] • Music: Lalo Schifrin[image: External link] • Lyrics: Will Jennings


	"9 to 5[image: External link]" – 9 to 5[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Dolly Parton[image: External link]








	1981[image: External link]
	
"Arthur's Theme (Best That You Can Do)" – Arthur[image: External link]

– Music & Lyrics: Peter Allen, Burt Bacharach[image: External link], Chris Cross, & Carole Bayer Sager

	

	"Endless Love[image: External link]" – Endless Love[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Lionel Richie[image: External link]


	"For Your Eyes Only[image: External link]" – For Your Eyes Only[image: External link] • Music: Bill Conti[image: External link] • Lyrics: Mick Leeson

	"One More Hour" – Ragtime[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Randy Newman[image: External link]


	"The First Time It Happens[image: External link]" – The Great Muppet Caper[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Joe Raposo[image: External link]








	1982[image: External link]
	
"Up Where We Belong" – An Officer and a Gentleman[image: External link]

– Music: Jack Nitzsche & Buffy Sainte-Marie • Lyrics: Will Jennings

	

	"Eye of the Tiger[image: External link]" – Rocky III[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Jim Peterik[image: External link] & Frankie Sullivan[image: External link]


	"How Do You Keep the Music Playing?[image: External link]" – Best Friends[image: External link] • Music: Michel Legrand[image: External link] • Lyrics: Alan & Marilyn Bergman


	"If We Were In Love" – Yes, Giorgio[image: External link] • Music: John Williams[image: External link] • Lyrics: A. & M. Bergman

	"It Might Be You[image: External link]" – Tootsie[image: External link] • Music: Dave Grusin[image: External link] • Lyrics: A. & M. Bergman







	1983[image: External link]
	
"Flashdance... What a Feeling" – Flashdance[image: External link]

– Music: Giorgio Moroder • Lyrics: Irene Cara[image: External link] & Keith Forsey[image: External link]

	

	" Maniac[image: External link]" – Flashdance[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Dennis Matkosky & Michael Sembello[image: External link]


	"Over You" – Tender Mercies[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Bobby Hart[image: External link] & Austin Roberts[image: External link]


	"Papa, Can You Hear Me?[image: External link]" – Yentl[image: External link] • Music: Michel Legrand[image: External link] • Lyrics: Alan & Marilyn Bergman


	"The Way He Makes Me Feel[image: External link]" – Yentl • Music: Legrand • Lyrics: A. & M. Bergman







	1984[image: External link]
	
"I Just Called to Say I Love You" – The Woman in Red[image: External link]

– Music & Lyrics: Stevie Wonder

	

	"Against All Odds[image: External link]" – Against All Odds[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Phil Collins


	" Footloose[image: External link]" – Footloose[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Kenny Loggins[image: External link] & Dean Pitchford[image: External link]


	" Ghostbusters[image: External link]" – Ghostbusters[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Ray Parker Jr.[image: External link]


	"Let's Hear It for the Boy[image: External link]" – Footloose • Music & Lyrics: Pitchford & Tom Snow[image: External link]








	1985[image: External link]
	
"Say You, Say Me" – White Nights[image: External link]

– Music & Lyrics: Lionel Richie[image: External link]

	

	"Miss Celie's Blues[image: External link]" – The Color Purple[image: External link] • Music: Quincy Jones & Rod Temperton[image: External link] • Lyrics: Jones & Richie

	"Power of Love[image: External link]" – Back to the Future[image: External link] • Music: Johnny Colla[image: External link] & Chris Hayes • Lyrics: Huey Lewis[image: External link]


	"Separate Lives[image: External link]" – White Nights • Music & Lyrics: Stephen Bishop[image: External link]


	"Surprise Surprise[image: External link]" – A Chorus Line[image: External link] • Music: Marvin Hamlisch • Lyrics: Ed Kleban[image: External link]








	1986[image: External link]
	
"Take My Breath Away" – Top Gun[image: External link]

– Music: Giorgio Moroder • Lyrics: Tom Whitlock

	

	"Glory of Love[image: External link]" – The Karate Kid, Part II[image: External link] • Music: Peter Cetera[image: External link] & David Foster[image: External link] • Lyrics: Cetera & Diane Nini

	"Life in a Looking Glass" – That's Life![image: External link] • Music: Henry Mancini • Lyrics: Leslie Bricusse


	"Mean Green Mother From Outer Space[image: External link]" – Little Shop of Horrors[image: External link] • Music: Alan Menken • Lyrics: Howard Ashman


	"Somewhere Out There[image: External link]" – An American Tail[image: External link] • Music: James Horner & Barry Mann[image: External link] • Lyrics: Cynthia Weil[image: External link]








	1987[image: External link]
	
"(I've Had) The Time of My Life" – Dirty Dancing[image: External link]

– Music: John DeNicola, Donald Markowitz, & Franke Previte • Lyrics: Previte

	

	"Cry Freedom" – Cry Freedom[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: George Fenton[image: External link] & Jonas Gwangwa[image: External link]


	"Nothing's Gonna Stop Us Now[image: External link]" – Mannequin[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Albert Hammond[image: External link] & Diane Warren


	" Shakedown[image: External link]" – Beverly Hills Cop II[image: External link] • Music: Harold Faltermeyer[image: External link] & Keith Forsey[image: External link] • Lyrics: Faltermeyer, Forsey, & Bob Seger[image: External link]


	"Storybook Love[image: External link]" – The Princess Bride[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Willy DeVille[image: External link]








	1988[image: External link]
	
"Let the River Run" – Working Girl[image: External link]

– Music & Lyrics: Carly Simon

	

	"Calling You[image: External link]" – Bagdad Café[image: External link] • Music & lyrics: Bob Telson[image: External link]


	"Two Hearts[image: External link]" – Buster[image: External link] • Music: Lamont Dozier[image: External link] • Lyrics: Phil Collins








	1989[image: External link]
	
"Under the Sea" – The Little Mermaid[image: External link]

– Music: Alan Menken • Lyrics: Howard Ashman

	

	"After All[image: External link]" – Chances Are[image: External link] • Music: Tom Snow[image: External link] • Lyrics: Dean Pitchford[image: External link]


	"The Girl Who Used to Be Me" – Shirley Valentine[image: External link] • Music: Marvin Hamlisch • Lyrics: Alan & Marilyn Bergman


	"I Love to See You Smile" – Parenthood[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Randy Newman[image: External link]


	"Kiss the Girl[image: External link]" – The Little Mermaid • Music: Menken • Lyrics: Ashman
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 1990s






	Year
	Winning songwriter(s)
	Nominees



	1990[image: External link]
	
"Sooner or Later" – Dick Tracy[image: External link]

– Music & Lyrics: Stephen Sondheim

	

	"Blaze of Glory[image: External link]" – Young Guns II[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Jon Bon Jovi[image: External link]


	"I'm Checkin' Out[image: External link]" – Postcards from the Edge[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Shel Silverstein[image: External link]


	"Promise Me You'll Remember[image: External link]" – The Godfather Part III[image: External link] • Music: Carmine Coppola[image: External link] • Lyrics: John Bettis[image: External link]


	"Somewhere in My Memory" – Home Alone[image: External link] • Music: John Williams[image: External link] • Lyrics: Leslie Bricusse








	1991[image: External link]
	
"Beauty and the Beast" – Beauty and the Beast[image: External link]

– Music: Alan Menken • Lyrics: Howard Ashman ( p.r.[image: External link])
	

	"Be Our Guest[image: External link]" – Beauty and the Beast • Music: Menken • Lyrics: Ashman ( p.n.[image: External link])

	" Belle[image: External link]" – Beauty and the Beast • Music: Menken • Lyrics: Ashman ( p.n.[image: External link])

	"(Everything I Do) I Do It for You" – Robin Hood: Prince of Thieves[image: External link] • Music: Michael Kamen[image: External link] • Lyrics: Bryan Adams & Mutt Lange[image: External link]


	"When You're Alone" – Hook[image: External link] • Music: John Williams[image: External link] • Lyrics: Leslie Bricusse








	1992[image: External link]
	
"A Whole New World" – Aladdin[image: External link]

– Music: Alan Menken • Lyrics: Tim Rice

	

	"Beautiful Maria of My Soul[image: External link]" – The Mambo Kings[image: External link] • Music: Robert Kraft[image: External link] • Lyrics: Arne Glimcher[image: External link]


	"Friend Like Me[image: External link]" – Aladdin • Music: Menken • Lyrics: Howard Ashman ( p.n.[image: External link])

	"I Have Nothing[image: External link]" – The Bodyguard[image: External link] • Music: David Foster[image: External link] • Lyrics: Linda Thompson[image: External link]


	"Run to You[image: External link]" – The Bodyguard • Music: Jud J. Friedman • Lyrics: Allan Dennis Rich







	1993[image: External link]
	
"Streets of Philadelphia" – Philadelphia[image: External link]

– Music & Lyrics: Bruce Springsteen

	

	" Again[image: External link]" – Poetic Justice[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Janet Jackson, Jimmy Jam & Terry Lewis[image: External link]


	"The Day I Fall in Love" – Beethoven's 2nd[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: James Ingram[image: External link], Clif Magness[image: External link], & Carole Bayer Sager


	"Philadelphia" – Philadelphia • Music & Lyrics: Neil Young


	"A Wink and a Smile" – Sleepless in Seattle[image: External link] • Music: Marc Shaiman[image: External link] • Lyrics: Ramsey McLean







	1994[image: External link]
	
"Can You Feel the Love Tonight" – The Lion King[image: External link]

– Music: Elton John • Lyrics: Tim Rice

	

	"Circle of Life[image: External link]" – The Lion King • Music: John • Lyrics: Rice

	"Hakuna Matata[image: External link]" – The Lion King • Music: John • Lyrics: Rice

	"Look What Love Has Done" – Junior[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: James Newton Howard[image: External link], James Ingram[image: External link], Carole Bayer Sager, & Patty Smyth[image: External link]


	"Make Up Your Mind" – The Paper[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Randy Newman[image: External link]








	1995[image: External link]
	
"Colors of the Wind" – Pocahontas[image: External link]

– Music: Alan Menken • Lyrics: Stephen Schwartz

	

	"Dead Man Walkin'" – Dead Man Walking[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Bruce Springsteen


	"Have You Ever Really Loved a Woman?[image: External link]" – Don Juan DeMarco[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Bryan Adams, Michael Kamen[image: External link], & Mutt Lange[image: External link]


	"Moonlight" – Sabrina[image: External link] • Music: John Williams[image: External link] • Lyrics: Alan & Marilyn Bergman


	"You've Got a Friend in Me[image: External link]" – Toy Story[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Randy Newman[image: External link]








	1996[image: External link]
	
"You Must Love Me" – Evita[image: External link]

– Music: Andrew Lloyd Webber • Lyrics: Tim Rice

	

	"Because You Loved Me[image: External link]" – Up Close & Personal[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Diane Warren


	"For the First Time[image: External link]" – One Fine Day[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Jud J. Friedman, James Newton Howard[image: External link], & Allan Dennis Rich

	"I Finally Found Someone[image: External link]" – The Mirror Has Two Faces[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Bryan Adams, Marvin Hamlisch, Mutt Lange[image: External link], & Barbra Streisand[image: External link]


	"That Thing You Do![image: External link]" – That Thing You Do![image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Adam Schlesinger[image: External link]








	1997[image: External link]
	
"My Heart Will Go On" – Titanic[image: External link]

– Music: James Horner • Lyrics: Will Jennings

	

	"Go the Distance[image: External link]" – Hercules[image: External link] • Music: Alan Menken • Lyrics: David Zippel[image: External link]


	"How Do I Live[image: External link]" – Con Air[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Diane Warren


	"Journey to the Past[image: External link]" – Anastasia[image: External link] • Music: Stephen Flaherty[image: External link] • Lyrics: Lynn Ahrens[image: External link]


	"Miss Misery[image: External link]" – Good Will Hunting[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Elliott Smith[image: External link]








	1998[image: External link]
	
"When You Believe" – The Prince of Egypt[image: External link]

– Music & Lyrics: Stephen Schwartz

	

	"I Don't Want to Miss a Thing[image: External link]" – Armageddon[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Diane Warren


	"The Prayer[image: External link]" – Quest for Camelot[image: External link] • Music: David Foster[image: External link] & Carole Bayer Sager • Lyrics: Foster, Tony Renis[image: External link], Sager, & Alberto Testa[image: External link]


	"A Soft Place to Fall" – The Horse Whisperer[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Allison Moorer[image: External link] & Gwil Owen[image: External link]


	"That'll Do" – Babe: Pig in the City[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Randy Newman[image: External link]








	1999[image: External link]
	
"You'll Be in My Heart" – Tarzan[image: External link]

– Music & Lyrics: Phil Collins

	

	"Blame Canada[image: External link]" – South Park: Bigger, Longer & Uncut[image: External link] • Music: Marc Shaiman[image: External link] • Lyrics: Trey Parker[image: External link]


	"Music of My Heart" – Music of the Heart[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Diane Warren


	"Save Me[image: External link]" – Magnolia[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Aimee Mann[image: External link]


	"When She Loved Me[image: External link]" – Toy Story 2[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Randy Newman[image: External link]
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 2000s






	Year
	Winning songwriter(s)
	Nominees



	2000[image: External link]
	
"Things Have Changed" – Wonder Boys[image: External link]

– Music & Lyrics: Bob Dylan

	

	"A Fool in Love" – Meet the Parents[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Randy Newman[image: External link]


	"A Love Before Time" – Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon[image: External link] • Music: Jorge Calandrelli[image: External link] & Tan Dun[image: External link] • Lyrics: James Schamus[image: External link]


	"I've Seen It All[image: External link]" – Dancer in the Dark[image: External link] • Music: Björk[image: External link] • Lyrics: Sjón[image: External link] & Lars von Trier[image: External link]


	"My Funny Friend and Me" – The Emperor's New Groove[image: External link] • Music: David Hartley & Sting • Lyrics: Sting







	2001[image: External link]
	
"If I Didn't Have You" – Monsters, Inc.[image: External link]

– Music & Lyrics: Randy Newman[image: External link]

	

	"May It Be" – The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Enya, Nicky[image: External link] & Roma Ryan


	"There You'll Be[image: External link]" – Pearl Harbor[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Diane Warren


	" Until...[image: External link]" – Kate & Leopold[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Sting


	"Vanilla Sky" – Vanilla Sky[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Paul McCartney[image: External link]








	2002[image: External link]
	
"Lose Yourself" – 8 Mile[image: External link]

– Music: Jeff Bass, Eminem, & Luis Resto[image: External link] • Lyrics: Eminem

	

	"Burn It Blue" – Frida[image: External link] • Music: Elliot Goldenthal[image: External link] • Lyrics: Julie Taymor[image: External link]


	"Father and Daughter[image: External link]" – The Wild Thornberrys Movie[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Paul Simon[image: External link]


	"The Hands That Built America[image: External link]" – Gangs of New York[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: U2


	"I Move On" – Chicago[image: External link] • Music: John Kander[image: External link] • Lyrics: Fred Ebb[image: External link]








	2003[image: External link]
	
"Into the West" – The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King[image: External link]

– Music & Lyrics: Annie Lennox, Howard Shore, & Fran Walsh[image: External link]

	

	"A Kiss at the End of the Rainbow" – A Mighty Wind[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Michael McKean & Annette O'Toole[image: External link]


	"Belleville Rendez-vous[image: External link]" – The Triplets of Belleville[image: External link] • Music: Benoît Charest[image: External link] • Lyrics: Sylvain Chomet[image: External link]


	"Scarlet Tide[image: External link]" – Cold Mountain[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: T Bone Burnett[image: External link] & Elvis Costello[image: External link]


	"You Will Be My Ain True Love[image: External link]" – Cold Mountain • Music & Lyrics: Sting








	2004[image: External link]
	
"Al otro lado del río" – The Motorcycle Diaries[image: External link]

– Music & Lyrics: Jorge Drexler

	

	"Accidentally in Love[image: External link]" – Shrek 2[image: External link] • Music: Counting Crows[image: External link] • Lyrics: Adam Duritz[image: External link] & Dan Vickrey[image: External link]


	" Believe[image: External link]" – The Polar Express[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Glen Ballard[image: External link] & Alan Silvestri[image: External link]


	"Learn to Be Lonely[image: External link]" – The Phantom of the Opera[image: External link] • Music: Andrew Lloyd Webber • Lyrics: Charles Hart[image: External link]


	"Look to Your Path[image: External link]" – The Chorus[image: External link] • Music: Bruno Coulais[image: External link] • Lyrics: Christophe Barratier[image: External link]








	2005[image: External link]
	
"It's Hard out Here for a Pimp" – Hustle & Flow[image: External link]

– Music & Lyrics: Frayser Boy, Juicy J & DJ Paul

	

	"In the Deep[image: External link]" – Crash[image: External link] • Music: Michael Becker & Bird York[image: External link] • Lyrics: York

	"Travelin' Thru" – Transamerica[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Dolly Parton[image: External link]








	2006[image: External link]
	
"I Need to Wake Up" – An Inconvenient Truth[image: External link]

– Music & Lyrics: Melissa Etheridge

	

	" Listen[image: External link]" – Dreamgirls[image: External link] • Music: Scott Cutler & Henry Krieger • Lyrics: Anne Preven


	"Love You I Do[image: External link]" – Dreamgirls • Music: Krieger • Lyrics: Siedah Garrett[image: External link]


	"Our Town[image: External link]" – Cars[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Randy Newman[image: External link]


	" Patience[image: External link]" – Dreamgirls • Music: Krieger • Lyrics: Willie Reale[image: External link]








	2007[image: External link]
	
"Falling Slowly" – Once[image: External link]

– Music and lyrics: Glen Hansard & Markéta Irglová

	

	"Happy Working Song[image: External link]" – Enchanted[image: External link] • Music: Alan Menken • Lyrics: Stephen Schwartz


	"Raise It Up[image: External link]" – August Rush[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Jamal Joseph[image: External link], Charles Mack, & Tevin Thomas[image: External link]


	"So Close[image: External link]" – Enchanted • Music: Menken • Lyrics: Schwartz

	"That's How You Know[image: External link]" – Enchanted • Music: Menken • Lyrics: Schwartz







	2008[image: External link]
	
"Jai Ho" – Slumdog Millionaire[image: External link]

– Music: A. R. Rahman • Lyrics: Gulzar

	

	"Down to Earth[image: External link]" – WALL-E[image: External link] • Music: Peter Gabriel[image: External link] & Thomas Newman[image: External link] • Lyrics: Gabriel

	"O... Saya[image: External link]" – Slumdog Millionaire[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Rahman & M.I.A.[image: External link]








	2009[image: External link]
	
"The Weary Kind" – Crazy Heart[image: External link]

– Music & Lyrics: Ryan Bingham & T Bone Burnett[image: External link]

	

	"Almost There[image: External link]" – The Princess and the Frog[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Randy Newman[image: External link]


	"Down in New Orleans[image: External link]" – The Princess and the Frog • Music & Lyrics: Newman

	"Loin de Paname" – Paris 36[image: External link] • Music: Reinhardt Wagner • Lyrics: Frank Thomas

	"Take It All" – Nine[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Maury Yeston[image: External link]
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 2010s






	Year
	Winning songwriter(s)
	Nominees



	2010[image: External link]
	
"We Belong Together" – Toy Story 3[image: External link]

– Music & Lyrics: Randy Newman[image: External link]

	

	"Coming Home" – Country Strong[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Tom Douglas, Hillary Lindsey[image: External link], & Troy Verges[image: External link]


	"I See the Light[image: External link]" – Tangled[image: External link] • Music: Alan Menken • Lyrics: Glenn Slater[image: External link]


	"If I Rise" – 127 Hours[image: External link] • Music: A. R. Rahman • Lyrics: Rollo Armstrong & Dido








	2011[image: External link]
	
"Man or Muppet" – The Muppets[image: External link]

– Music & Lyrics: Bret McKenzie

	

	"Real in Rio" – Rio[image: External link] • Music: Carlinhos Brown[image: External link] & Sérgio Mendes[image: External link] • Lyrics: Siedah Garrett[image: External link]








	2012[image: External link]
	
"Skyfall" – Skyfall

– Music & Lyrics: Adele & Paul Epworth[image: External link]

	

	"Before My Time" – Chasing Ice[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: J. Ralph[image: External link]


	"Everybody Needs a Best Friend[image: External link]" – Ted[image: External link] • Music: Walter Murphy[image: External link] • Lyrics: Seth MacFarlane[image: External link]


	"Pi's Lullaby[image: External link]" – Life of Pi[image: External link] • Music: Mychael Danna[image: External link] • Lyrics: Bombay Jayashri[image: External link]


	" Suddenly[image: External link]" – Les Misérables[image: External link] • Music: Claude-Michel Schönberg[image: External link] • Lyrics: Alain Boublil[image: External link] & Herbert Kretzmer[image: External link]








	2013[image: External link]
	
"Let It Go" – Frozen[image: External link]

– Music & Lyrics: Kristen Anderson-Lopez & Robert Lopez

	

	"Happy" – Despicable Me 2[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Pharrell Williams


	"The Moon Song[image: External link]" – Her[image: External link] • Music: Karen O[image: External link] • Lyrics: Spike Jonze[image: External link] & O

	"Ordinary Love" – Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom[image: External link] • Music: U2 • Lyrics: Bono[image: External link]








	2014[image: External link]
	
"Glory" – Selma[image: External link]

– Music & Lyrics: Common & John Legend

	

	"Everything Is Awesome[image: External link]" – The Lego Movie[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Shawn Patterson[image: External link]


	" Grateful[image: External link]" – Beyond the Lights[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Diane Warren


	"I'm Not Gonna Miss You[image: External link]" – Glen Campbell: I'll Be Me[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Glen Campbell & Julian Raymond[image: External link]


	"Lost Stars[image: External link]" – Begin Again[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Gregg Alexander[image: External link] & Danielle Brisebois[image: External link]








	2015[image: External link]
	
"Writing's on the Wall" – Spectre[image: External link]

– Music & Lyrics: Jimmy Napes & Sam Smith

	

	"Earned It[image: External link]" – Fifty Shades of Grey[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Belly[image: External link], Daheala[image: External link], Stephan Moccio[image: External link], & The Weeknd[image: External link]


	"Manta Ray[image: External link]" – Racing Extinction[image: External link] • Music: J. Ralph[image: External link] • Lyrics: Anohni[image: External link]


	"Simple Song #3[image: External link]" – Youth[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: David Lang[image: External link]


	"Til It Happens to You[image: External link]" – The Hunting Ground[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Lady Gaga & Diane Warren








	2016[image: External link]
	
"City of Stars" – La La Land[image: External link]

– Music: Justin Hurwitz • Lyrics: Pasek & Paul

	

	"Audition (The Fools Who Dream)[image: External link]" – La La Land • Music: Hurwitz • Lyrics: Pasek & Paul

	"Can't Stop the Feeling![image: External link]" – Trolls[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Max Martin[image: External link], Shellback[image: External link], & Justin Timberlake


	"The Empty Chair[image: External link]" – Jim: The James Foley Story[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: J. Ralph[image: External link] & Sting


	"How Far I'll Go[image: External link]" – Moana[image: External link] • Music & Lyrics: Lin-Manuel Miranda[image: External link]
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 Records
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 Winners of multiple awards





	Number of nominations in parentheses




	4 : Sammy Cahn (26) (twenty-five as lyricist, one as composer and lyricist)

	4 : Alan Menken (14) (composer)

	4 : Johnny Mercer (18) (sixteen as lyricist, two as composer and lyricist)

	4 : Jimmy Van Heusen (14) (composer)

	3 : Ray Evans (7) (composer and lyricist)

	3 : Jay Livingston (7) (composer and lyricist)

	3 : Tim Rice (5) (lyricist)

	3 : Harry Warren (11) (composer)

	3 : Paul Francis Webster (16) (lyricist)

	2 : Howard Ashman (7) (lyricist)

	2 : Burt Bacharach[image: External link] (5) (composer)

	2 : Alan and Marilyn Bergman (15) (lyricist)

	2 : Sammy Fain (10) (composer)

	2 : Oscar Hammerstein II (5) (lyricist)

	2 : Joel Hirschhorn (3) (composer and lyricist)

	2 : Will Jennings (3) (lyricist)

	2 : Al Kasha[image: External link] (3) (composer and lyricist)

	2 : Jerome Kern (7) (composer)

	2 : Henry Mancini (11) (composer)

	2 : Giorgio Moroder (2) (composer)

	2 : Randy Newman[image: External link] (12) (composer and lyricist)

	2 : Stephen Schwartz (5) (four as lyricist, one as composer and lyricist)

	2 : Ned Washington (11) (lyricist)
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 Foreign-language song winners





	
Manos Hatzidakis was the first to receive this award for a song originally written in a language other than English, in 1960[image: External link] for "Never on Sunday" (Greek title "Ta Paidia toy Peiraia") from the Greek[image: External link] film Never on Sunday[image: External link] (Greek title Pote tin Kyriaki).

	
Jorge Drexler was the second foreign language songwriter to win the Best Original Song Oscar, for "Al otro lado del río" from The Motorcycle Diaries[image: External link] in 2004[image: External link]. That year another foreign language writing pair were nominated, composer Bruno Coulais[image: External link] and lyricist Christophe Barratier[image: External link] for "Look to Your Path[image: External link]" from the French film The Chorus[image: External link].

	
A. R. Rahman and Gulzar[image: External link] are the third and fourth foreign language composer and songwriter respectively to win in the Best Original Song category, which they shared for the Hindi[image: External link] song "Jai Ho" from Slumdog Millionaire[image: External link], at the 81st Academy Awards[image: External link] in 2009. That same year, "O... Saya[image: External link]", another partly Hindi song from the same film by Rahman and M.I.A.[image: External link], was also nominated, making it the first time two foreign language songs from the same film were nominated in the category.
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 Revoked song nomination





	In 2013, a nomination for "Alone yet Not Alone" from the film of the same name[image: External link], written by Bruce Broughton[image: External link] and Dennis Spiegel[image: External link], was revoked prior to voting when the Academy concluded that Broughton's request "For Your Consideration" was inconsistent with promotional regulations.[15]
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 See also





	Critics' Choice Movie Award for Best Song

	Golden Globe Award for Best Original Song

	Grammy Award for Best Song Written for Visual Media
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 Notes






	
^ The nominations list and awards dinner program from 1942 list this song as a nomination for Hellzapoppin’, released in Los Angeles in 1942. The song does not appear in the film, but rather in Keep 'Em Flying, a 1941 release from the same production company and studio. The Academy Awards database deems that it was ineligible for a 1942 nomination.
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Grammy Award for Best Song Written for Visual Media






The Grammy Award for Best Song Written for Visual Media (including its previous names) is the Grammy Award awarded to songs written for films, television, video games or other visual media. Through the years it's been awarded, since 1988, it has gone through several name changes:


	1988–1999: The Grammy Award for Best Song Written Specifically for a Motion Picture or for Television


	2000–2011: The Grammy Award for Best Song Written for a Motion Picture, Television or Other Visual Media


	2012–present: The Grammy Award for Best Song Written for Visual Media




The award goes to the composer(s) of the winning song, not to the performing artist(s) (except if the artist is also the composer).

Recipients





	Year[I]
	Songwriter(s)
	Film/Television
	Work
	Nominees
	Ref.



	1988[image: External link]
	James Horner

Barry Mann[image: External link]

Cynthia Weil[image: External link]
	An American Tail[image: External link]
	"Somewhere Out There[image: External link]"
	

	Moonlighting[image: External link] – Al Jarreau[image: External link]; Lee Holdridge[image: External link] for the song "Moonlighting (theme)[image: External link]"

	Dirty Dancing[image: External link] – Franke Pevite; John DeNicola; Donald Markowitz for the song "(I've Had) The Time of My Life"

	Mannequin[image: External link] – Diane Warren; Albert Hammond[image: External link] for the song "Nothing's Gonna Stop Us Now[image: External link]"

	Who's That Girl[image: External link] – Patrick Leonard[image: External link]; Madonna for the song "Who's That Girl[image: External link]"




	[1]



	1989[image: External link]
	Phil Collins

Lamont Dozier[image: External link]
	Buster[image: External link]
	"Two Hearts[image: External link]"
	

	1988 Summer Olympics[image: External link] – Albert Hammond[image: External link]; John Bettis[image: External link] for the song "One Moment in Time[image: External link]"

	Bright Lights, Big City[image: External link] – Donald Fagen[image: External link] for the song "Century's End"

	Cocktail[image: External link] – Mike Love[image: External link]; Terry Melcher[image: External link]; John Phillips[image: External link]; Scott McKenzie[image: External link] for the song " Kokomo[image: External link]"

	Cry Freedom[image: External link] – George Fenton[image: External link]; Jonas Gwangwa[image: External link] for the song "Cry Freedom"




	[2]



	1990[image: External link]
	Carly Simon
	Working Girl[image: External link]
	"Let the River Run"
	

	Batman[image: External link] – Prince[image: External link] for the song " Partyman[image: External link]"

	Parenthood[image: External link] – Randy Newman[image: External link] for the song "I Love To See You Smile"

	Shirley Valentine[image: External link] – Alan & Marilyn Bergman; Marvin Hamlisch for the song "The Girl Who Used To Be Me"

	U2: Rattle and Hum[image: External link] – U2 for the song "Angel of Harlem[image: External link]"




	[3]



	1991[image: External link]
	Alan Menken

Howard Ashman
	The Little Mermaid[image: External link]
	"Under the Sea"
	

	Dick Tracy[image: External link] – Stephen Sondheim for the song "More"

	Dick Tracy[image: External link] – Sondheim for the song "Sooner or Later"

	The Little Mermaid[image: External link] – Ashman; Menken for the song "Kiss the Girl[image: External link]"

	Young Guns II[image: External link] – Jon Bon Jovi[image: External link] for the song "Blaze of Glory[image: External link]"




	[4]



	1992[image: External link]
	Robert John Lange[image: External link]

Michael Kamen[image: External link]

Bryan Adams
	Robin Hood: Prince of Thieves[image: External link]
	"(Everything I Do) I Do It for You"
	

	Home Alone[image: External link] – John Williams[image: External link]; Leslie Bricusse for the song "Somewhere in My Memory"

	Jungle Fever[image: External link] – Stevie Wonder for the song "Gotta Have You[image: External link]"

	Switch[image: External link] – Lyle Lovett[image: External link] for the Song "You Can't Resist It[image: External link]"




	[5]



	1993[image: External link]
	Howard Ashman

Alan Menken
	Beauty and the Beast[image: External link]
	"Beauty and the Beast"
	

	A League of Their Own[image: External link] – Carole King for the song "Now and Forever[image: External link]"

	Lethal Weapon 3[image: External link] – Michael Kamen[image: External link]; Sting; Eric Clapton for the song "It's Probably Me[image: External link]"

	The Mambo Kings[image: External link] – Robert Kraft[image: External link]; Arne Glimcher for the song "Beautiful Maria of My Soul[image: External link]"

	Rush[image: External link] – Eric Clapton; Will Jennings for the song "Tears in Heaven[image: External link]"




	[6]



	1994[image: External link]
	Alan Menken

Tim Rice
	Aladdin[image: External link]
	"A Whole New World"
	

	Aladdin[image: External link] – Alan Menken; Howard Ashman for the song "Friend Like Me[image: External link]"

	The Bodyguard[image: External link] – David Foster[image: External link]; Linda Thompson[image: External link] for the song "I Have Nothing[image: External link]"

	The Bodyguard[image: External link] – Allan Dennis Rich; Jud Friedman for the song "Run to You[image: External link]"

	What's Love Got to Do with It[image: External link] – Steve DuBerry[image: External link]; Lulu Lawrie[image: External link]; Billy Lawrie for the song "I Don't Wanna Fight[image: External link]"




	[7]



	1995[image: External link]
	Bruce Springsteen
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	"Streets of Philadelphia"
	

	Beethoven's 2nd[image: External link] – Carole Bayer Sager; Clif Magness; James Ingram[image: External link] for the song "The Day I Fall In Love"

	The Lion King[image: External link] – Elton John; Tim Rice for the song "Can You Feel the Love Tonight?[image: External link]"

	The Lion King[image: External link] – Elton John; Tim Rice for the song "Circle of Life[image: External link]"

	With Honors[image: External link] – Madonna; Patrick Leonard[image: External link]; Richard Page[image: External link] for the song "I'll Remember[image: External link]"




	[8]



	1996[image: External link]
	Alan Menken

Stephen Schwartz
	Pocahontas[image: External link]
	"Colors of the Wind"
	

	Bad Boys[image: External link] – Babyface[image: External link] for the song "Someone to Love[image: External link]"

	Clockers[image: External link] – Bruce Hornsby; Chaka Khan[image: External link] for the song "Love Me Still"

	Don Juan DeMarco[image: External link] – Bryan Adams; Michael Kamen[image: External link]; Robert John Lange[image: External link] – For the Song "Have You Ever Really Loved a Woman?[image: External link]"

	The Pagemaster[image: External link] – James Horner; Barry Mann[image: External link]; Cynthia Weil[image: External link] – For the song "Whatever You Imagine"




	[9]



	1997[image: External link]
	Diane Warren
	Up Close & Personal[image: External link]
	"Because You Loved Me[image: External link]"
	

	Sabrina[image: External link] – John Williams[image: External link]; Alan Bergman[image: External link]; Marilyn Bergman[image: External link] for the song "Moonlight"

	Waiting to Exhale[image: External link] – Babyface[image: External link] for the song "Exhale (Shoop Shoop)[image: External link]"

	Waiting to Exhale[image: External link] – Babyface[image: External link] for the song "It Hurts Like Hell"

	Waiting to Exhale[image: External link] – Babyface[image: External link]; Michael Houston; Whitney Houston for the song "Count On Me[image: External link]"




	[10]



	1998[image: External link]
	R. Kelly[image: External link]
	Space Jam[image: External link]
	"I Believe I Can Fly[image: External link]"
	

	Con Air[image: External link] – Diane Warren for the song "How Do I Live[image: External link]"

	Mandela and de Klerk[image: External link] – Cédric Gradus Samson for the song "Father Of Our Nation"

	One Fine Day[image: External link] – Jud Friedman; James Newton Howard[image: External link]; Allan Dennis Rich for the song "For The First Time[image: External link]"

	Soul Food[image: External link] – Babyface[image: External link] for the song "A Song For Mama[image: External link]"




	[11]



	1999[image: External link]
	James Horner

Will Jennings
	Titanic[image: External link]
	"My Heart Will Go On"
	

	Armageddon[image: External link] – Diane Warren for the song "I Don't Want To Miss A Thing[image: External link]"

	City of Angels[image: External link] – Alanis Morissette for the song " Uninvited[image: External link]"

	Mulan[image: External link] – Matthew Wilder[image: External link]; David Zippel[image: External link] for the song "True To Your Heart"

	Tomorrow Never Dies[image: External link] – Sheryl Crow; Mitchell Froom[image: External link] for the song "Tomorrow Never Dies[image: External link]"




	[12]



	2000[image: External link]
	Madonna

William Orbit[image: External link]
	Austin Powers: The Spy Who Shagged Me[image: External link]
	"Beautiful Stranger[image: External link]"
	

	A Bug's Life[image: External link] – Randy Newman[image: External link] for the song "The Time Of Your Life"

	Music of the Heart[image: External link] – Diane Warren for the song "Music of My Heart"

	The Prince of Egypt[image: External link] – Stephen Schwartz; Babyface[image: External link] for the song "When You Believe"

	Tarzan[image: External link] – Phil Collins for the song "You'll Be in My Heart"




	[13]



	2001[image: External link]
	Randy Newman[image: External link]
	Toy Story 2[image: External link]
	"When She Loved Me[image: External link]"
	

	Charlie's Angels[image: External link] – Samuel J. Barnes; Beyoncé Knowles[image: External link]; Jean Claude Olivier[image: External link]; Cory Rooney[image: External link] for the song "Independent Women Part I[image: External link]"

	Magnolia[image: External link] – Aimee Mann[image: External link] for the song "Save Me[image: External link]"

	Man on the Moon[image: External link] – Peter Buck[image: External link]; Mike Mills[image: External link]; Michael Stipe[image: External link] for the song "The Great Beyond[image: External link]"

	Wonder Boys[image: External link] – Bob Dylan for the song "Things Have Changed"




	[14]



	2002[image: External link]
	John Flansburgh[image: External link]

John Linnell[image: External link]
	Malcolm in the Middle[image: External link]
	"Boss of Me[image: External link]"
	

	The Emperor's New Groove[image: External link] – David Hartley; Sting for the song "My Funny Friend And Me"

	Men of Honor[image: External link] – Brandon Barnes[image: External link]; Brian McKnight[image: External link] for the song "Win"

	Pearl Harbor[image: External link] – Diane Warren for the song "There You'll Be[image: External link]"

	Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon[image: External link] – Jorge Calandrelli[image: External link]; Tan Dun[image: External link]; James Schamus[image: External link] for the song "A Love Before Time"




	[15]



	2003[image: External link]
	Randy Newman[image: External link]
	Monsters, Inc.[image: External link]
	"If I Didn't Have You"
	

	Brown Sugar[image: External link] – Erykah Badu[image: External link]; Madukwu Chinwah; Common; Robert C. Ozuna; James Poyser[image: External link]; Raphael Saadiq[image: External link]; Glen Standridge for the song "Love Of My Life – An Ode To Hip Hop[image: External link]"

	The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring[image: External link] – Enya; Nicky Ryan[image: External link]; Roma Ryan for the song "May It Be"

	Spider-Man[image: External link] – Chad Kroeger[image: External link] for the song " Hero[image: External link]"

	Vanilla Sky[image: External link] – Paul McCartney[image: External link] –for the song "Vanilla Sky"




	[16]



	2004[image: External link]
	Christopher Guest[image: External link]

Eugene Levy

Michael McKean
	A Mighty Wind[image: External link]
	"A Mighty Wind"
	

	2 Fast 2 Furious[image: External link] – Ludacris; Keith McMasters for the song "Act A Fool[image: External link]"

	8 Mile[image: External link] – Jeff Bass; Eminem; Luis Resto[image: External link] –for the song "Lose Yourself"

	Chicago[image: External link] – Fred Ebb[image: External link]; John Kander[image: External link] for the song "I Move On"

	Gangs of New York[image: External link] – U2 –for the song "The Hands That Built America[image: External link]"




	[17]



	2005[image: External link]
	Annie Lennox

Howard Shore

Fran Walsh[image: External link]
	The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King[image: External link]
	"Into the West"
	

	Cold Mountain[image: External link] – T-Bone Burnett[image: External link]; Elvis Costello[image: External link] for the song "The Scarlet Tide[image: External link]"

	Cold Mountain[image: External link] – Sting for the song "You Will Be My Ain True Love[image: External link]"

	Shrek 2[image: External link] – David Bryson; Adam Duritz[image: External link]; David Immerglück[image: External link]; Matthew Malley; Dan Vickrey[image: External link] for the song "Accidentally In Love[image: External link]"

	Les Triplettes de Belleville[image: External link] – Benoît Charest[image: External link]; Sylvain Chomet[image: External link] for the song "Belleville Rendez-Vous"




	[18]



	2006[image: External link]
	Glen Ballard[image: External link]

Alan Silvestri[image: External link]
	The Polar Express[image: External link]
	" Believe[image: External link]"
	

	"Six Feet Under[image: External link]" – Arcade Fire – For the song "Cold Wind[image: External link]"

	Charlie and the Chocolate Factory[image: External link] – John August[image: External link]; Danny Elfman[image: External link] for the song "Wonka's Welcome Song"

	Elizabethtown[image: External link] – Tom Petty[image: External link] for the song "Square One"

	Hotel Rwanda[image: External link] – Andrea Guerra[image: External link]; Wyclef Jean[image: External link]; Wonda[image: External link] for the song "Million Voices"




	[19]



	2007[image: External link]
	Randy Newman[image: External link]
	Cars[image: External link]
	"Our Town[image: External link]"
	

	The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe[image: External link] – Imogen Heap[image: External link] for the song "Can't Take It In"

	An Inconvenient Truth[image: External link] – Melissa Etheridge for the song "I Need To Wake Up[image: External link]"

	The Producers[image: External link] – Mel Brooks[image: External link] for the song "There's Nothing Like A Show On Broadway"

	Transamerica[image: External link] – Dolly Parton[image: External link] for the song "Travelin' Thru"




	[20]



	2008[image: External link]
	Siedah Garrett[image: External link]

Henry Krieger
	Dreamgirls[image: External link]
	"Love You I Do[image: External link]"
	

	Casino Royale[image: External link] – David Arnold[image: External link]; Chris Cornell[image: External link] for the song "You Know My Name[image: External link]"

	Happy Feet[image: External link] – Prince[image: External link] for the song "The Song Of The Heart[image: External link]"

	Into the Wild[image: External link] – Eddie Vedder[image: External link] for the song " Guaranteed[image: External link]"

	Once[image: External link] – Glen Hansard; Markéta Irglová for the song "Falling Slowly"




	[21]



	2009[image: External link]
	Peter Gabriel[image: External link]

Thomas Newman[image: External link]
	WALL-E[image: External link]
	"Down to Earth[image: External link]"
	

	The Bucket List[image: External link] – John Mayer for the song " Say[image: External link]"

	Enchanted[image: External link] – Alan Menken; Stephen Schwartz for the song "Ever Ever After"

	Enchanted[image: External link] – Menken; Schwartz for the song "That's How You Know[image: External link]"

	Walk Hard: The Dewey Cox Story[image: External link] – Judd Apatow[image: External link]; Marshall Crenshaw[image: External link]; Jake Kasdan[image: External link]; John C. Reilly[image: External link] for the song "Walk Hard"




	[22]



	2010[image: External link][II]
	Gulzar

A.R. Rahman[image: External link]

Tanvi Shah[image: External link]
	Slumdog Millionaire[image: External link]
	"Jai Ho"
	

	Where the Wild Things Are[image: External link] – Karen O[image: External link]; Nick Zinner[image: External link] for the song "All Is Love[image: External link]"

	Twilight[image: External link] – Josh Farro[image: External link]; Hayley Williams[image: External link]; Taylor York[image: External link] for the song " Decode[image: External link]"

	Cadillac Records[image: External link] – Ian Dench[image: External link]; James Dring; Amanda Ghost[image: External link]; Beyoncé Knowles[image: External link]; Scott McFarnon[image: External link]; Jody Street for the song "Once In A Lifetime"

	The Wrestler[image: External link] – Bruce Springsteen for the song "The Wrestler"




	[23]



	2011[image: External link]
	Ryan Bingham

T Bone Burnett[image: External link]
	Crazy Heart[image: External link]
	"The Weary Kind"
	

	The Princess and the Frog[image: External link] – Randy Newman[image: External link] & Dr. John[image: External link] for the song "Down in New Orleans[image: External link]"

	Avatar[image: External link] – Simon Franglen, Kuk Harrell, James Horner & Leona Lewis for the song "I See You (Theme from Avatar)[image: External link]"

	True Blood[image: External link] – Lucinda Williams[image: External link] & Elvis Costello[image: External link] for the song "Kiss Like Your Kiss"

	Treme[image: External link] – Steve Earle[image: External link] for the song "This City"




	[24]



	2012[image: External link]
	Alan Menken

Glenn Slater[image: External link]
	Tangled[image: External link]
	"I See the Light[image: External link]"
	

	Justin Bieber: Never Say Never[image: External link] – Diane Warren for "Born To Be Somebody"

	Family Guy[image: External link] – Ron Jones[image: External link], Seth MacFarlane[image: External link] & Danny Smith[image: External link] for "Christmastime Is Killing Us"

	Winnie The Pooh[image: External link] – Zooey Deschanel[image: External link] for "So Long"

	Footloose[image: External link] – Zac Brown[image: External link], Wyatt Durrette, Drew Pearson[image: External link] and Anne Preven for "Where The River Goes"

	Burlesque[image: External link] – Diane Warren for "You Haven't Seen the Last of Me"




	[25]



	2013
	T Bone Burnett[image: External link]

Taylor Swift

The Civil Wars[image: External link]
	The Hunger Games[image: External link]
	"Safe & Sound[image: External link]"
	

	The Hunger Games[image: External link] – T Bone Burnett[image: External link], Win Butler[image: External link] & Regine Chassagne[image: External link] for "Abraham's Daughter"

	Brave[image: External link] – Mumford & Sons[image: External link] for "Learn Me Right"

	Smash[image: External link] – Marc Shaiman[image: External link] & Scott Wittman[image: External link] for "Let Me Be Your Star"

	The Muppets[image: External link] – Bret McKenzie for "Man or Muppet"




	[26]



	2014[image: External link]
	Adele

Paul Epworth[image: External link]
	Skyfall
	"Skyfall"
	

	The Hunger Games: Catching Fire[image: External link] – Guy Berryman[image: External link], Jonny Buckland[image: External link], Will Champion[image: External link] & Chris Martin[image: External link] for " Atlas[image: External link]"

	Silver Linings Playbook[image: External link] – Diane Warren for "Silver Lining (Crazy 'Bout You)[image: External link]"

	Safe Haven[image: External link] – Colbie Caillat[image: External link] & Gavin DeGraw[image: External link] for "We Both Know"

	The Great Gatsby[image: External link] – Lana Del Rey & Rick Nowels[image: External link] for "Young and Beautiful[image: External link]"

	Orange Is the New Black[image: External link] – Regina Spektor[image: External link] for "You've Got Time[image: External link]"




	[27]



	2015[image: External link]
	Kristen Anderson-Lopez

Robert Lopez
	Frozen[image: External link]
	"Let It Go"
	

	The Lego Movie[image: External link] – The Lonely Island[image: External link], Jo Li[image: External link], and Shawn Patterson for "Everything Is Awesome!!![image: External link]"

	The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug[image: External link] – Ed Sheeran[image: External link] for "I See Fire[image: External link]"

	Glen Campbell: I'll Be Me[image: External link] – Glen Campbell & Julian Raymond[image: External link] for "I'm Not Gonna Miss You[image: External link]"

	Her[image: External link] – Spike Jonze[image: External link] & Karen O[image: External link] for "The Moon Song[image: External link]"




	[28]



	2016[image: External link]
	Common

Che Smith[image: External link]

John Legend
	Selma[image: External link]
	"Glory"
	

	Fifty Shades of Grey[image: External link] – Belly[image: External link], Deheala[image: External link], Stephan Moccio[image: External link], & The Weeknd[image: External link] for "Earned It[image: External link]"

	Fifty Shades of Grey[image: External link] – Ilya[image: External link], Savan Kotecha[image: External link], Max Martin[image: External link], Tove Lo[image: External link], & Ali Payami[image: External link] for "Love Me like You Do[image: External link]"

	Furious 7[image: External link] – Andrew Cedar, DJ Frank E, Wiz Khalifa, & Charlie Puth for "See You Again"

	The Hunting Ground[image: External link] – Lady Gaga & Diane Warren for "Til It Happens to You[image: External link]"




	[29]



	2017
	Max Martin[image: External link]

Shellback[image: External link]

Justin Timberlake
	Trolls[image: External link]
	"Can't Stop the Feeling![image: External link]"
	

	Suicide Squad[image: External link] – Tyler Joseph for " Heathens[image: External link]"

	Alice Through The Looking Glass[image: External link] – Oscar Holter, Martin, P!nk & Shellback for "Just Like Fire[image: External link]"

	Suicide Squad[image: External link] – Shamann Cooke, Sonny Moore & William Roberts for "Purple Lamborghini[image: External link]"

	Zootopia[image: External link] – Sia Furler & Stargate[image: External link] for "Try Everything[image: External link]"

	Snowden[image: External link] – Peter Gabriel for "The Veil[image: External link]"




	[30]





	
^[I] Each year is linked to the article about the Grammy Awards held that year.

	
^[II] "The Climb[image: External link]", written by Jessi Alexander[image: External link] and Jon Mabe and featured in Hannah Montana: The Movie[image: External link], was originally nominated but was withdrawn by Walt Disney Records[image: External link] because it had not been written specifically for a film as the category's eligibility rules require. NARAS released a statement thanking Disney for its honesty and announcing that "The Climb" had been replaced by "All Is Love", the song with the fifth highest initial votes.[31]
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Golden Globe Award for Best Original Song






The Golden Globe Award for Best Original Song was awarded for the first time in 1962 and has been awarded annually since 1965[image: External link] by the Hollywood Foreign Press Association. The award is presented to the songwriters of a song written specifically for a motion picture. The performers of the song are not credited, unless they also have a writing or co-writing credit.
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"†" indicates an Academy Award-winning song. "‡" indicates an Academy Award-nominated song.
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 1960s




1961: "Town Without Pity" Lyrics by Ned Washington, Music by Dimitri Tiomkin – Town Without Pity[image: External link]‡

1964: "Circus World" Lyrics by Ned Washington, Music by Dimitri Tiomkin – Circus World[image: External link]

1965: "Forget Domani[image: External link]" Lyrics by Norman Newell[image: External link], Music by Riz Ortolani[image: External link] – The Yellow Rolls-Royce[image: External link]


	"Ballad of Cat Ballou" – Cat Ballou[image: External link]‡

	"The Sweetheart Tree[image: External link]" – The Great Race[image: External link]‡

	"The Shadow of Your Smile" – The Sandpiper[image: External link]†

	"That Funny Feeling" – That Funny Feeling[image: External link]




1966: "Strangers in the Night[image: External link]" Lyrics by Charles Singleton[image: External link], Eddie Snyder[image: External link], Music by Bert Kaempfert[image: External link] – A Man Could Get Killed[image: External link]


	" Alfie[image: External link]" – Alfie[image: External link]‡

	"Born Free[image: External link]" – Born Free[image: External link] †

	"Georgy Girl[image: External link]" – Georgy Girl[image: External link]‡

	"A Man and a Woman[image: External link]" – A Man and a Woman (Un homme et une femme)[image: External link]




1967: "If Ever I Would Leave You[image: External link]" Lyrics by Alan Jay Lerner, Music by Frederick Loewe – Camelot[image: External link]


	"Talk to the Animals" by Sammy Davis, Jr.[image: External link] – Doctor Dolittle[image: External link] †

	"Circles in the Water (Des ronds dans l'eau)" – Live for Life (Vivre pour vivre)[image: External link]


	"Please Don't Gamble with Love" – Ski Fever


	"Thoroughly Modern Millie" – Thoroughly Modern Millie[image: External link]‡



1968: "The Windmills of Your Mind" Lyrics by Alan and Marilyn Bergman, Music by Michel Legrand[image: External link], performed by Jose Feliciano[image: External link] – The Thomas Crown Affair[image: External link] †


	"Buona Sera, Mrs. Campbell" – Buona Sera, Mrs. Campbell[image: External link]


	"Chitty Chitty Bang Bang[image: External link]" – Chitty Chitty Bang Bang[image: External link]‡

	"Funny Girl[image: External link]" by Barbra Streisand[image: External link] – Funny Girl[image: External link]‡

	"Star" – Star![image: External link]‡



1969: " Jean[image: External link]" Music & Lyrics by Rod McKuen[image: External link] – The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie[image: External link]‡


	"Raindrops Keep Falling on My Head[image: External link]" by B.J. Thomas[image: External link] – Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid[image: External link] †

	"The Time for Love Is Anytime" – Cactus Flower[image: External link]


	"Goodbye, Columbus" – Goodbye, Columbus[image: External link]


	"What Are You Doing the Rest of Your Life?[image: External link]" – The Happy Ending[image: External link]‡

	"Stay" – The Secret of Santa Vittoria[image: External link]


	"True Grit[image: External link]" – True Grit[image: External link]‡




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1970s




1970: "Whistling Away the Dark" Lyrics by Johnny Mercer, Music by Henry Mancini – Darling Lili[image: External link] ‡


	"Ballad of Little Fauss and Big Halsey" – Little Fauss and Big Halsy[image: External link]


	"Till Love Touches Your Life" – Madron[image: External link] ‡

	"Pieces of Dreams" – Pieces of Dreams[image: External link] ‡

	"Thank You Very Much" – Scrooge[image: External link] ‡



1971: "Life Is What You Make It[image: External link]" Lyrics by Johnny Mercer, Music by Marvin Hamlisch – Kotch[image: External link] ‡


	"Rain Falls Anywhere It Wants To" – The African Elephant


	"Something More" – Honky[image: External link]


	"Theme from Shaft"; by Isaac Hayes – Shaft[image: External link]†

	"Long Ago Tomorrow[image: External link]" – The Raging Moon[image: External link]




1972: " Ben[image: External link]" Lyrics by Don Black[image: External link], Music by Walter Scharf[image: External link] performed by Michael Jackson – Ben[image: External link] ‡


	"Carry Me" – Butterflies Are Free[image: External link]


	"Mein Herr" by Liza Minnelli[image: External link] – Cabaret[image: External link]


	"Money, Money[image: External link]" by Joel Grey[image: External link] and Liza Minnelli – Cabaret[image: External link]


	"Dueling Banjos[image: External link]" – Deliverance[image: External link]


	"Marmalade, Molasses and Honey" – The Life and Times of Judge Roy Bean[image: External link] ‡

	"Take Me Home" – Molly and Lawless John[image: External link]


	"The Morning After" by Maureen McGovern[image: External link] – The Poseidon Adventure[image: External link] †



1973: "The Way We Were" Lyrics by Alan and Marilyn Bergman, Music by Marvin Hamlisch, performed by Barbra Streisand[image: External link] – The Way We Were[image: External link] †


	"Breezy's Song" – Breezy[image: External link]


	"Lonely Looking Sky" – Jonathan Livingston Seagull[image: External link]


	"Rosa Rosa" – Kazablan[image: External link]


	"Send a Little Love My Way[image: External link]" – Oklahoma Crude[image: External link]


	"All That Love Went to Waste" – A Touch of Class[image: External link] ‡



1974: "I Feel Love" Lyrics by Betty Box[image: External link], Music by Euel Box[image: External link] – Benji[image: External link] ‡


	"On and On" – Claudine[image: External link]


	"Sail the Summer Winds" – The Dove[image: External link]


	"I Never Met a Rose" – The Little Prince[image: External link]


	"We May Never Love Like This Again" by Maureen McGovern[image: External link] – The Towering Inferno[image: External link] †



1975: "I'm Easy" Music & Lyrics by Keith Carradine, performed by Keith Carradine – Nashville[image: External link] †


	"How Lucky Can You Get[image: External link]" – Funny Lady[image: External link] ‡

	"My Little Friend[image: External link]" – Paper Tiger[image: External link]


	"Now That We're in Love" – Whiffs[image: External link] ‡

	"Richard's Window" – The Other Side of the Mountain[image: External link] ‡



1976: "Evergreen" Lyrics by Paul Williams[image: External link], Music by Barbra Streisand[image: External link], performed by Barbra Streisand[image: External link] – A Star Is Born[image: External link] †


	"Bugsy Malone" – Bugsy Malone[image: External link]


	"Car Wash[image: External link]" by Rose Royce[image: External link] – Car Wash[image: External link]


	"I'd Like to Be You for a Day" – Freaky Friday[image: External link]


	"Hello and Goodbye" – From Noon Till Three[image: External link]


	"So Sad the Song" – Pipe Dreams[image: External link]




1977: "You Light Up My Life" Music & Lyrics by Joseph Brooks, performed by Kasey Cisyk[image: External link] – You Light Up My Life †


	"Down Deep Inside (Theme From The Deep)[image: External link]" by Donna Summer[image: External link] – The Deep[image: External link]


	"New York, New York[image: External link]" by Liza Minnelli[image: External link] – New York, New York[image: External link]


	"How Deep Is Your Love[image: External link]" by The Bee Gees[image: External link] – Saturday Night Fever[image: External link]


	"Nobody Does It Better" by Carly Simon – The Spy Who Loved Me[image: External link] ‡



1978: "Last Dance" Music & Lyrics by Paul Jabara, performed by Donna Summer[image: External link] – Thank God It's Friday[image: External link] †


	"Ready to Take a Chance Again[image: External link]" by Barry Manilow[image: External link] – Foul Play[image: External link] ‡

	" Grease[image: External link]" by Frankie Valli[image: External link] – Grease[image: External link]


	"You're the One That I Want[image: External link]" by Olivia Newton-John[image: External link] and John Travolta[image: External link] – Grease[image: External link]


	"The Last Time I Felt Like This" – Same Time, Next Year[image: External link] ‡



1979: "The Rose[image: External link]" Music & Lyrics by Amanda McBroom[image: External link], performed by Bette Midler – The Rose[image: External link]


	"Through the Eyes of Love[image: External link]" – Ice Castles[image: External link] ‡

	"The Main Event" – The Main Event[image: External link]


	"Rainbow Connection[image: External link]" – The Muppet Movie[image: External link] ‡

	"Better Than Ever[image: External link]" – Starting Over[image: External link]
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 1980s




1980: "Fame" Lyrics by Dean Pitchford[image: External link], Music by Michael Gore, performed by Irene Cara[image: External link] – Fame[image: External link] †


	"Call Me[image: External link]" by Blondie[image: External link] – American Gigolo[image: External link]


	"Yesterday's Dreams" – Falling in Love Again[image: External link]


	"Love on the Rocks[image: External link]" by Neil Diamond[image: External link] – The Jazz Singer[image: External link]


	"9 to 5[image: External link]" by Dolly Parton[image: External link] – 9 to 5[image: External link] ‡



1981: "Arthur's Theme (Best That You Can Do)" Music & Lyrics by Peter Allen, Burt Bacharach[image: External link], Chris Cross, & Carole Bayer Sager, performed by Chris Cross – Arthur[image: External link] †


	"It's Wrong for Me to Love You" by Pia Zadora[image: External link] – Butterfly[image: External link] (Also Razzie[image: External link] nominated)

	"Endless Love[image: External link]" by Lionel Richie[image: External link] and Diana Ross[image: External link] – Endless Love[image: External link] ‡

	"For Your Eyes Only[image: External link]" by Sheena Easton – For Your Eyes Only[image: External link] ‡

	"One More Hour" – Ragtime[image: External link] ‡



1982: "Up Where We Belong" Lyrics by Will Jennings, Music by Jack Nitzsche & Buffy Sainte-Marie, performed by Joe Cocker[image: External link] and Jennifer Warnes[image: External link] – An Officer and a Gentleman[image: External link] †


	"Cat People (Putting Out Fire)[image: External link]" by David Bowie – Cat People[image: External link]


	"Making Love[image: External link]" – Making Love[image: External link]


	"Eye of the Tiger[image: External link]" by Survivor[image: External link] – Rocky III[image: External link] ‡

	"If We Were In Love" – Yes, Giorgio[image: External link] ‡



1983: "Flashdance... What a Feeling" Lyrics by Irene Cara[image: External link], Keith Forsey[image: External link], Music by Giorgio Moroder, performed by Irene Cara[image: External link] – Flashdance[image: External link] †


	" Maniac[image: External link]" by Michael Sembello[image: External link] – Flashdance[image: External link] ‡

	"Far from Over[image: External link]" by Frank Stallone[image: External link] – Staying Alive[image: External link]


	"Over You" – Tender Mercies[image: External link] ‡

	"The Way He Makes Me Feel[image: External link]" by Barbra Streisand[image: External link] – Yentl[image: External link] ‡



1984: "I Just Called to Say I Love You" Music & Lyrics by Stevie Wonder, performed by Stevie Wonder – The Woman in Red[image: External link] †


	"Against All Odds (Take a Look at Me Now)[image: External link]" by Phil Collins – Against All Odds[image: External link] ‡

	" Footloose[image: External link]" by Kenny Loggins[image: External link] – Footloose[image: External link] ‡

	" Ghostbusters[image: External link]" by Ray Parker, Jr.[image: External link] – Ghostbusters[image: External link] ‡

	"No More Lonely Nights[image: External link]" by Paul McCartney[image: External link] – Give My Regards to Broad Street[image: External link]


	"When Doves Cry[image: External link]" by Prince[image: External link] – Purple Rain[image: External link]




1985: "Say You, Say Me" Music & Lyrics by Lionel Richie[image: External link], performed by Lionel Richie[image: External link] – White Nights[image: External link] †


	"The Power of Love[image: External link]" by Huey Lewis and the News[image: External link] – Back to the Future[image: External link] ‡

	"Rhythm of the Night[image: External link]" by DeBarge[image: External link] – The Last Dragon[image: External link]


	"We Don't Need Another Hero[image: External link]" by Tina Turner[image: External link] – Mad Max Beyond Thunderdome[image: External link]


	"A View to a Kill" by Duran Duran – A View to a Kill[image: External link]




1986: "Take My Breath Away" Lyrics by Tom Whitlock, Music by Giorgio Moroder, performed by Berlin[image: External link] – Top Gun[image: External link] †


	"Somewhere Out There[image: External link]" by James Ingram[image: External link] and Linda Ronstadt[image: External link] – An American Tail[image: External link] ‡

	"Glory of Love[image: External link]" by Peter Cetera[image: External link] – The Karate Kid Part II[image: External link] ‡

	"Sweet Freedom[image: External link]" – Running Scared[image: External link]


	"Life in a Looking Glass" by Tony Bennett – That's Life![image: External link] ‡ (Also Razzie nominated)

	"They Don't Make Them Like They Used To[image: External link]" by Kenny Rogers[image: External link] – Tough Guys[image: External link]




1987: "(I've Had) The Time of My Life" Lyrics by Franke Previte, Music by John DeNicola & Donald Markowitz, performed by Bill Medley[image: External link] and Jennifer Warnes[image: External link] – Dirty Dancing[image: External link] †


	" Shakedown[image: External link]" by Bob Seger[image: External link] – Beverly Hills Cop II[image: External link] ‡

	"Nothing's Gonna Stop Us Now[image: External link]" by Starship[image: External link] – Mannequin[image: External link] ‡

	"The Secret of My Success[image: External link]" by Night Ranger[image: External link] – The Secret of My Succe$s[image: External link]


	"Who's That Girl[image: External link]" by Madonna – Who's That Girl[image: External link]




1988 (TIE): "Let the River Run" Music & Lyrics by Carly Simon, performed by Carly Simon – Working Girl[image: External link] † / "Two Hearts[image: External link]" Lyrics by Phil Collins, Music by Lamont Dozier[image: External link] – Buster[image: External link] ‡


	"When a Woman Loves a Man[image: External link]" – Bull Durham[image: External link]


	" Kokomo[image: External link]" by The Beach Boys[image: External link] – Cocktail[image: External link]


	"Why Should I Worry?[image: External link]" – Oliver & Company[image: External link]


	"Twins" – Twins[image: External link]




1989: "Under the Sea" Lyrics by Howard Ashman, Music by Alan Menken, performed by Samuel E. Wright[image: External link] – The Little Mermaid[image: External link] †


	"After All[image: External link]" by Cher and Peter Cetera[image: External link] – Chances Are[image: External link] ‡

	"Kiss the Girl[image: External link]" by Samuel E. Wright[image: External link] – The Little Mermaid[image: External link] ‡

	"I Love to See You Smile" – Parenthood[image: External link] ‡

	"The Girl Who Used to Be Me" – Shirley Valentine[image: External link] ‡
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 1990s




1990: "Blaze of Glory[image: External link]" Music & Lyrics by Jon Bon Jovi[image: External link], performed by Jon Bon Jovi[image: External link] – Young Guns II[image: External link] ‡


	"Sooner or Later" performed by Madonna – Dick Tracy[image: External link] †

	"What Can You Lose?" performed by Madonna and Mandy Patinkin[image: External link] – Dick Tracy[image: External link]


	"Promise Me You'll Remember[image: External link]" performed by Harry Connick, Jr.[image: External link] – The Godfather Part III[image: External link] ‡

	"I'm Checkin' Out" performed by Meryl Streep[image: External link] and Blue Rodeo[image: External link] – Postcards from the Edge[image: External link] ‡



1991: "Beauty and the Beast" Lyrics by Howard Ashman, Music by Alan Menken, performed by Peabo Bryson[image: External link] and Céline Dion[image: External link] – Beauty and the Beast[image: External link] †


	"Dreams to Dream[image: External link]" performed by Linda Ronstadt[image: External link] An American Tail: Fievel Goes West[image: External link]


	"Be Our Guest[image: External link]" performed by Angela Lansbury[image: External link] and Jerry Orbach[image: External link] – Beauty and the Beast[image: External link] ‡

	"(Everything I Do) I Do It for You" performed by Bryan Adams – Robin Hood: Prince of Thieves[image: External link] ‡

	"Tears in Heaven[image: External link]" performed by Eric Clapton – Rush[image: External link]




1992: "A Whole New World" Lyrics by Tim Rice, Music by Alan Menken, performed by Peabo Bryson[image: External link] and Regina Belle[image: External link] – Aladdin[image: External link] †


	"Friend Like Me[image: External link]" performed by Robin Williams[image: External link] – Aladdin[image: External link] ‡

	"Prince Ali[image: External link]" performed by Robin Williams[image: External link] – Aladdin[image: External link]


	"This Used to Be My Playground[image: External link]" performed by Madonna – A League of Their Own[image: External link]


	"Beautiful Maria of My Soul[image: External link]" performed by Antonio Banderas[image: External link] The Mambo Kings[image: External link] ‡



1993: "Streets of Philadelphia" Music & Lyrics by Bruce Springsteen, performed by Bruce Springsteen – Philadelphia[image: External link] †


	"The Day I Fall in Love" performed by Dolly Parton[image: External link] and James Ingram[image: External link] - Beethoven's 2nd[image: External link] ‡

	"Stay (Faraway, So Close!)[image: External link]" performed by U2 – Faraway, So Close (In weiter Ferne, so nah!)[image: External link]


	"You Made Me The Thief Of Your Heart" performed by Sinead O'Connor[image: External link] – In the Name of the Father[image: External link]


	" Again[image: External link]" performed by Janet Jackson – Poetic Justice[image: External link] ‡



1994: "Can You Feel the Love Tonight" Lyrics by Tim Rice, Music by Elton John, performed by Elton John – The Lion King[image: External link] †


	"The Color of the Night" performed by Lauren Christy[image: External link] – Color of Night[image: External link] (Also Razzie nominated)

	"Look What Love Has Done" performed by Patty Smyth[image: External link] – Junior[image: External link] ‡

	"Circle of Life[image: External link]" performed by Elton John –The Lion King[image: External link] ‡

	"Far Longer than Forever[image: External link]" performed by Regina Belle[image: External link] and Jeffrey Osborne[image: External link] – The Swan Princess[image: External link]


	"I'll Remember[image: External link]" performed by Madonna – With Honors (film)[image: External link]




1995: "Colors of the Wind" Lyrics by Stephen Schwartz, Music by Alan Menken, performed by Vanessa Williams[image: External link] – Pocahontas[image: External link] †


	"Hold Me, Thrill Me, Kiss Me, Kill Me[image: External link]" performed by U2 – Batman Forever[image: External link] (Also Razzie nominated)

	"Have You Ever Really Loved a Woman?[image: External link]" performed by Bryan Adams – Don Juan DeMarco[image: External link] ‡

	"Moonlight" performed by Sting – Sabrina[image: External link] ‡

	"You've Got a Friend in Me[image: External link]" – Toy Story[image: External link] ‡



1996: "You Must Love Me" Lyrics by Tim Rice, Music by Andrew Lloyd Webber, performed by Madonna – Evita[image: External link] †


	"I Finally Found Someone[image: External link]" by Bryan Adams and Barbra Streisand[image: External link] – The Mirror Has Two Faces[image: External link] ‡

	"For the First Time[image: External link]" performed by Kenny Loggins[image: External link] – One Fine Day[image: External link] ‡

	"That Thing You Do[image: External link]" performed by The Wonders – That Thing You Do![image: External link] ‡

	"Because You Loved Me[image: External link]" performed by Céline Dion[image: External link] – Up Close And Personal (film)[image: External link] ‡



1997: "My Heart Will Go On" Lyrics by Wilbur Jennings, Music by James Horner, performed by Céline Dion[image: External link] – Titanic[image: External link] †


	"Journey to the Past[image: External link]" performed by Aaliyah – Anastasia[image: External link] ‡

	"Once Upon a December[image: External link]" performed by Deana Carter[image: External link] – Anastasia[image: External link]


	"Go the Distance[image: External link]" performed by Roger Bart[image: External link] – Hercules[image: External link] ‡

	"Tomorrow Never Dies[image: External link]" performed by Sheryl Crow – Tomorrow Never Dies[image: External link]




1998: "The Prayer[image: External link]" Music & Lyrics by David Foster[image: External link], Tony Renis[image: External link], Carole Bayer Sager, Alberto Testa[image: External link], performed by Céline Dion[image: External link] and Andrea Bocelli[image: External link] – Quest for Camelot[image: External link] ‡


	" Uninvited[image: External link]" performed by Alanis Morissette – City of Angels[image: External link]


	"The Mighty" performed by Sting – The Mighty[image: External link]


	" Reflection[image: External link]" Music and Lyrics by Matthew Wilder[image: External link] and David Zippel[image: External link], performed by Christina Aguilera – Mulan[image: External link]


	"When You Believe" Music and Lyrics by Stephen Schwartz, performed by Mariah Carey and Whitney Houston – The Prince of Egypt[image: External link] †

	"The Flame Still Burns" performed by Chris Difford[image: External link], Marti Frederiksen[image: External link] and Mick Jones[image: External link] – Still Crazy[image: External link]




1999: "You'll Be in My Heart" Music & Lyrics by Phil Collins, performed by Phil Collins – Tarzan[image: External link] †


	"Beautiful Stranger[image: External link]" performed by Madonna – Austin Powers: The Spy Who Shagged Me[image: External link]


	"How Can I Not Love You[image: External link]" performed by Joy Enriquez[image: External link] – Anna and The King[image: External link]


	"Save Me[image: External link]" performed by Aimee Mann[image: External link] – Magnolia[image: External link] ‡

	"When She Loved Me[image: External link]" performed by Sarah McLachlan[image: External link] – Toy Story 2[image: External link] ‡
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 2000s




2000[image: External link]: "Things Have Changed" Music & Lyrics by Bob Dylan, performed by Bob Dylan – Wonder Boys[image: External link] †


	"I've Seen It All[image: External link]" by Björk[image: External link] – Dancer in the Dark[image: External link] ‡

	"My Funny Friend and Me" by Sting – The Emperor's New Groove[image: External link] ‡

	"When You Come Back to Me Again[image: External link]" by Garth Brooks – Frequency[image: External link]


	"One in a Million[image: External link]" by Bosson[image: External link] – Miss Congeniality[image: External link]




2001[image: External link]: " Until...[image: External link]" Music & Lyrics by Sting, performed by Sting – Kate & Leopold[image: External link] ‡


	"Come What May[image: External link]" by Nicole Kidman[image: External link] and Ewan McGregor[image: External link] – Moulin Rouge![image: External link]


	"There You'll Be[image: External link]" by Faith Hill – Pearl Harbor[image: External link] ‡

	"May It Be" by Enya – The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring[image: External link] ‡


	"Vanilla Sky[image: External link]" by Paul McCartney[image: External link] – Vanilla Sky[image: External link] ‡



2002[image: External link]: "The Hands That Built America[image: External link]" Music & Lyrics by Bono[image: External link], Adam Clayton[image: External link], The Edge[image: External link], & Larry Mullen[image: External link], performed by U2 – Gangs of New York[image: External link] ‡


	"Lose Yourself" by Eminem – 8 Mile[image: External link] †

	"Die Another Day[image: External link]" by Madonna – Die Another Day[image: External link]


	"Here I Am[image: External link]" by Bryan Adams – Spirit: Stallion of the Cimarron[image: External link]


	"Father and Daughter[image: External link]" by Paul Simon[image: External link] – The Wild Thornberrys Movie[image: External link] ‡



2003[image: External link]: "Into the West" Music & Lyrics by Annie Lennox, Howard Shore, Frances Walsh[image: External link], performed by Annie Lennox – The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King[image: External link] †


	"Man of the Hour[image: External link]" by Pearl Jam[image: External link] – Big Fish[image: External link]


	"You Will Be My Ain True Love[image: External link]" by Alison Krauss and Sting – Cold Mountain[image: External link] ‡

	"Time Enough for Tears" by Andrea Corr[image: External link] – In America[image: External link]


	"The Heart of Every Girl" by Elton John – Mona Lisa Smile[image: External link]




2004[image: External link]: "Old Habits Die Hard" Music & Lyrics by Mick Jagger, David A. Stewart, performed by Mick Jagger – Alfie[image: External link]


	"Million Voices[image: External link]" by Wyclef Jean[image: External link] – Hotel Rwanda[image: External link]


	"Learn to Be Lonely[image: External link]" by Minnie Driver[image: External link] – The Phantom of the Opera[image: External link] ‡

	" Believe[image: External link]" by Josh Groban[image: External link] – The Polar Express[image: External link] ‡

	"Accidentally in Love[image: External link]" by Counting Crows[image: External link] – Shrek 2[image: External link] ‡



2005[image: External link]: "A Love That Will Never Grow Old[image: External link]" Lyrics by Bernie Taupin[image: External link], Music by Gustavo Santaolalla[image: External link], performed by Emmylou Harris[image: External link] – Brokeback Mountain[image: External link]


	"Christmas in Love" by Renee Olstead[image: External link] – Christmas in Love[image: External link]


	" Wunderkind[image: External link]" performed by Alanis Morissette – The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe[image: External link]


	"There's Nothing Like a Show on Broadway" – The Producers[image: External link]


	"Travelin' Thru[image: External link]" by Dolly Parton[image: External link] – Transamerica[image: External link] ‡



2006[image: External link]: "Song of the Heart[image: External link]" Music & Lyrics by Prince Rogers Nelson[image: External link], performed by Prince[image: External link] – Happy Feet[image: External link]


	"Never Gonna Break My Faith" by Aretha Franklin[image: External link] and Mary J. Blige – Bobby[image: External link]


	"Listen" Music & Lyrics by Amanda Ghost and Ian Denchby – Dreamgirls[image: External link] ‡

	"Try Not to Remember" by Sheryl Crow – Home of the Brave[image: External link]


	"A Father's Way" by Seal[image: External link] – The Pursuit of Happyness[image: External link]




2007[image: External link]: " Guaranteed[image: External link]" Music & Lyrics by Eddie Vedder[image: External link], performed by Eddie Vedder[image: External link] – Into the Wild[image: External link]


	"That's How You Know[image: External link]" by Amy Adams[image: External link] – Enchanted[image: External link] ‡

	"Grace Is Gone[image: External link]" by Jamie Cullum[image: External link] – Grace Is Gone[image: External link]


	" Despedida[image: External link]" by Shakira[image: External link] – Love in the Time of Cholera[image: External link]


	"Walk Hard" by John C. Reilly[image: External link] – Walk Hard: The Dewey Cox Story[image: External link]




2008[image: External link]: "The Wrestler" Music & Lyrics by Bruce Springsteen, performed by Bruce Springsteen – The Wrestler[image: External link]


	"I Thought I Lost You[image: External link]" by Miley Cyrus[image: External link] and Jeffrey Steele[image: External link], performed by Miley Cyrus[image: External link] and John Travolta[image: External link] – Bolt[image: External link]


	"Once in a Lifetime" Music & Lyrics by Scott Cutler, Henry Krieger, Anne Preven and Beyoncé – Cadillac Records[image: External link]


	"Gran Torino" by Jamie Cullum[image: External link] – Gran Torino[image: External link]


	"Down to Earth[image: External link]" by Peter Gabriel[image: External link] – WALL-E[image: External link] ‡



2009[image: External link]: "The Weary Kind" Music & Lyrics by Ryan Bingham, T Bone Burnett[image: External link], performed by Ryan Bingham – Crazy Heart[image: External link] †


	"Cinema Italiano[image: External link]" by Kate Hudson[image: External link] – Nine[image: External link]


	"I See You[image: External link]" by Leona Lewis – Avatar[image: External link]


	"(I Want To) Come Home[image: External link]" by Paul McCartney[image: External link] – Everybody's Fine[image: External link]


	" Winter[image: External link]" by U2 – Brothers[image: External link]
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 2010s




2010: "You Haven't Seen the Last of Me" Music & Lyrics by Diane Warren, performed by Cher – Burlesque[image: External link]


	"Bound to You[image: External link]" by Christina Aguilera – Burlesque[image: External link]


	"Coming Home" by Gwyneth Paltrow[image: External link] – Country Strong[image: External link] ‡

	"I See the Light[image: External link]" by Mandy Moore[image: External link] and Zachary Levi[image: External link] – Tangled[image: External link] ‡

	"There's a Place for Us[image: External link]" by Carrie Underwood – The Chronicles of Narnia: The Voyage of the Dawn Treader[image: External link]




2011: "Masterpiece" Music & Lyrics by Madonna, Julie Frost, and Jimmy Harry, performed by Madonna – W.E.[image: External link]


	"Hello, Hello[image: External link]" by Elton John & Lady Gaga – Gnomeo and Juliet[image: External link]


	"The Keeper" by Chris Cornell[image: External link] – Machine Gun Preacher[image: External link]


	"Lay Your Head Down" by Sinéad O'Connor[image: External link] – Albert Nobbs[image: External link]


	"The Living Proof[image: External link]" by Mary J. Blige – The Help[image: External link]




2012: "Skyfall" Music & Lyrics by Adele and Paul Epworth[image: External link], performed by Adele – Skyfall †


	"For You[image: External link]" by Keith Urban[image: External link] and Monty Powell – Act of Valor[image: External link]


	"Not Running Anymore" by Jon Bon Jovi[image: External link] – Stand Up Guys[image: External link]


	"Safe & Sound[image: External link]" by Taylor Swift and The Civil Wars[image: External link] – The Hunger Games[image: External link]


	" Suddenly[image: External link]" by Claude-Michel Schönberg[image: External link], Alain Boublil[image: External link] and Herbert Kretzmer[image: External link] – Les Misérables[image: External link] ‡



2013: "Ordinary Love" Music & Lyrics by Bono[image: External link], U2 and Danger Mouse[image: External link], performed by U2- Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom[image: External link] ‡


	" Atlas[image: External link]" by Coldplay, Guy Berryman[image: External link] Jonny Buckland[image: External link], Will Champion[image: External link] and Chris Martin[image: External link] – The Hunger Games: Catching Fire[image: External link]


	"Let It Go" by Kristen Anderson-Lopez and Robert Lopez – Frozen[image: External link] †

	"Please Mr. Kennedy" by Ed Rush, George Cromarty[image: External link], T Bone Burnett[image: External link], Justin Timberlake, Joel and Ethan Coen[image: External link] – Inside Llewyn Davis[image: External link]


	"Sweeter Than Fiction[image: External link]" by Taylor Swift and Jack Antonoff – One Chance[image: External link]




2014: "Glory" Music & Lyrics by Common, John Legend – Selma[image: External link] †


	"Big Eyes[image: External link]" Music & Lyrics by Lana Del Rey – Big Eyes[image: External link]


	"Mercy Is" Music & Lyrics by Patti Smith[image: External link], Lenny Kaye[image: External link] – Noah[image: External link]


	"Opportunity" Music & Lyrics by Greg Kurstin, Sia Furler, Will Gluck[image: External link] – Annie[image: External link]


	"Yellow Flicker Beat[image: External link]" Music & Lyrics by Lorde – The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 1[image: External link]




2015: "Writing's on the Wall" (Sam Smith, Jimmy Napes) – Spectre[image: External link] †


	"Love Me like You Do[image: External link]" (Max Martin[image: External link], Savan Kotecha[image: External link], Ali Payami[image: External link], Tove Lo[image: External link], Ilya Salmanzadeh[image: External link]) – Fifty Shades of Grey[image: External link]


	"One Kind of Love[image: External link]" (Brian Wilson[image: External link], Scott Bennett[image: External link]) – Love & Mercy[image: External link]


	"See You Again" (DJ Frank E, Andrew Cedar, Charlie Puth, Wiz Khalifa) – Furious 7[image: External link]


	"Simple Song #3[image: External link]" (David Lang[image: External link]) – Youth[image: External link] ‡



2016: "City of Stars" (Justin Hurwitz, Pasek and Paul) – La La Land[image: External link] †


	"Can't Stop the Feeling![image: External link]" (Max Martin[image: External link], Shellback[image: External link], Justin Timberlake) – Trolls[image: External link] ‡

	" Faith[image: External link]" (Ryan Tedder, Stevie Wonder, Francis Farewell Starlite[image: External link]) – Sing[image: External link]


	"Gold" (Stephen Gaghan[image: External link], Danger Mouse[image: External link], Daniel Pemberton[image: External link], Iggy Pop[image: External link]) – Gold[image: External link]


	"How Far I'll Go[image: External link]" (Opetaia Foa'i, Mark Mancina[image: External link], Lin-Manuel Miranda[image: External link]) – Moana[image: External link] ‡
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25 (Adele album)






25 is the third studio album[image: External link] by British singer and songwriter Adele. It was released on 20 November 2015, through XL Recordings. Following the release and international success of her second studio album 21.

Titled as a reflection of her life and frame of mind at 25 years old, 25 is a "make-up record". The album's lyrical content features themes of Adele "yearning for her old self, her nostalgia", and "melancholia about the passage of time" according to an interview with the singer by Rolling Stone, as well as themes of motherhood and regret. In contrast to Adele's previous works, the production of 25 incorporated the use of electronic elements and creative rhythmic patterns, with elements of 1980s R&B and organs. Like 21, Adele worked with producer and songwriter Paul Epworth[image: External link] and Ryan Tedder, along with new collaborations with Max Martin[image: External link] and Shellback[image: External link], Greg Kurstin, Danger Mouse[image: External link], the Smeezingtons[image: External link], Samuel Dixon[image: External link], and Tobias Jesso Jr.

25 received generally positive reviews from music critics[image: External link], who commended Adele's vocal performance and the album's production. The album was a massive commercial success, debuting at number one in more than 25 markets and broke first-week sales records in multiple countries, including the United Kingdom and United States; in the US, the album sold 3.38 million copies in its first week of release, marking the largest single-week sales for an album since Nielsen SoundScan began tracking point-of-sale music purchases in 1991. 25 eventually became the world's best-selling album of 2015 with 17.4 million copies sold within the year,[3] and has sold 20 million copies as of June 2016, making it one of the best selling albums[image: External link] worldwide.

Following 21, it was certified Diamond by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA), denoting shipments of ten million copies in the United States, making Adele the only artist of the 2010s to achieve this certification with two albums. Many journalists felt that the album impacted the music industry by encouraging the public to return to buying physical albums, instead of downloading or streaming. 25 received the BRIT Award for British Album of the Year, while the lead single "Hello" won British Single of the Year. The album then won the 2017 Grammy Awards[image: External link] for Album of the Year, and Best Pop Vocal Album. "Hello" also won Grammys for Record of the Year, Song of the Year, and Best Pop Solo Performance.



TOP
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 Background




Following the release of 21 (2011), Adele was considering quitting the music. However, in early 2012 she announced she was simply taking a hiatus from music in order to "take time and live a little bit".[4] Her hiatus from music came to an end after the birth of her first child in October 2012, with Adele stating her son inspired her to start recording music again in order for him to "know what I do".[5][6] Before the album's recording came under way, Adele made a conscious decision not to try and create another 21 and would not make another "heartbreak record".[7]

Prior to the album's release, 25 was listed as one of the most anticipated albums of 2015. Billboard, Fuse[image: External link], The Sydney Morning Herald[image: External link] and numerous others placed the album at number one on their most anticipated list, with the latter stating "if Adele releases her third album in 2015, she could dominate the year."[8] Prior to the album's official announcement, music journalists and fans speculated that the album would be titled 25 continuing the age theme from Adele's previous releases 19 and 21.[9][10] On the eve of her 26th birthday in May 2014, Adele posted a message via her Twitter account which prompted media discussion about her next album. The message, "Bye bye 25 ... See you again later in the year", was interpreted by outlets including Billboard and Capital FM as meaning that her next album would be titled 25 and released later in the year.[11][12]
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 Writing and recording
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 Early sessions and writer's block




On 10 February 2013, Adele confirmed that she was in the very early stages of her third album and was having meetings while staying in Los Angeles for the 85th Academy Awards[image: External link].[13][14] Initially recording sessions for 25 were unsuccessful, in which Adele suffered from writer's block[image: External link]. Adele rescheduled the album's recording stating she did not feel "ready", but returned to the studio when her son was eighteen months old, which inspired her to write an album about motherhood.[15][16] In an interview on BBC One, it was revealed that a whole album about being a mother was written and scrapped because she thought the material was "too boring".[17]

Adele stated that the album took a long time to write, saying she did not think the album was ever going to be finished, continuing to state the process was long.[18] During the initial recording Adele ran out of ideas and lost the ability to write songs, but her team encouraged her to go back to the drawing board and keep writing.[18] After what seemed like a very arduous process to the singer, who feared she may have lost the inspiration for her writing, the material that eventually became 25 manifested. Adele attempted to write 25 numerous times, but struggled, after taking time off due to motherhood Adele returned to the studio but stated she was not ready to start writing. She then went on to take more time off repeating this process "a couple of times".[19]

In 2013, Adele began recording once again, contacting friend and producer Kid Harpoon[image: External link]. Adele and Harpoon went to his recording studio, however the session was unproductive with Adele saying: "I don't know why I wasn't ready, I just couldn't access myself."[7] A few months passed and Adele travelled to New York to begin working with long time collaborator Ryan Tedder, but the sessions with Tedder were also unfruitful.[7] However Adele did use one of the songs from the sessions entitled "Remedy", which was written about her best friend, her grandparents, her boyfriend, and her son. Adele was excited by the song and believed she was finally creating music that she liked and felt confident about. After recording the song along with others she flew producer Rick Rubin[image: External link] to the studio who was displeased with the songs that she had written, and encouraged Adele to go back to the "drawing board".[7] Rubin described the songs as having no depth and stated to Adele;


Adele was anxious to be finished with the new album and move forward with life, I stressed the most important thing was to be true to her voice, even if that took longer and was more work ... In the new material I heard, it was clear she wasn't the primary writer — many of the songs sounded like they might be on a different pop artist's album. It's not just her voice singing any song that makes it special."[23]
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 Breakthrough sessions




Adele continued to suffer with writer's block, until she met with producer Greg Kurstin. During the meeting with Kurstin, Adele had a breakthrough: "It all poured right out of me."[24] "Hello" was written by Adele and Kurstin and produced by the latter, who also played bass, guitar, piano and keyboards, with Adele being credited as a drummer.[25] The song was written in Chiswick[image: External link], London[image: External link], something not normally done by Adele, who said she likes to write her music at home.[26] The writing process for the song was slow, taking six months to complete. Initially Adele and Kurstin started writing the first verse; finishing half of the song, six months later Adele contacted Kurstin to finish the song with her, with Kurstin stating he was not sure "if Adele was ever going to come back and finish it."[27] The main inspiration behind the record came from her motherhood, as well as singer-songwriter Madonna's 1998 studio album, Ray of Light, and its song " Frozen[image: External link]".[27] Although Adele clarified that she "wasn't exposed to Madonna's catalog earlier" in life, she loved Madonna's electronic musical foray after hearing it. "I believe everything she says on it. Some of the songs on it are an ode to her first kid, and I needed that to challenge me." Along with Ray of Light, Adele also listened to musician Moby[image: External link]'s fifth studio album, Play[image: External link].[28]


You know what I found so amazing about [Ray of Light]? ... That's the record Madonna wrote after having her first child, and for me, it's her best. I was so all over the place after having a child, just because my chemicals were just hitting the fucking roof and shit like that ... I was just drifting away, and I couldn't find that many examples for myself where I was like, 'Fuck, they truly came back to themselves,' until someone was like, 'Well, obviously, Ray of Light.'[27]



During the album's recording Adele travelled to Los Angeles in order to give the recording sessions "one last push".[29] Adele spent two months in Los Angeles, and was determined to move forward with the album.[27] During the sessions in Los Angeles she also wrote "When We Were Young" alongside Tobias Jesso Jr., the track was written at a rented house where Adele used Philip Glass[image: External link]' piano.[15] Adele also worked with singer-songwriter Bruno Mars, initially the pair had attempted to create an uptempo song, however they created a "dramatic ballad" entitled "All I Ask[image: External link]".[27]

After unfruitful sessions with Tedder, the pair went to lunch where Adele heard Taylor Swift's single "I Knew You Were Trouble[image: External link]". Tedder informed Adele that the song was produced by Max Martin[image: External link], and sent her clips of his work.[7] Shortly after this, Adele began work on the track "Send My Love (To Your New Lover)", reworking a skeleton of a song she had written when she was thirteen years old after being inspired by the release of Frank by Amy Winehouse.[7] Kurstin also co-wrote and produced the song "Million Years Ago". The song was not set to be included on the record, but was added three days prior to the album's mixing at Electric Lady Studios[image: External link] in New York.[7]
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 Scrapped tracks




Adele co-wrote a song called "Alive" with Jesso and Sia. Initially written for 25 along with "Bird Set Free[image: External link]" and another track, Adele decided not to include any of the songs on the album. Following Adele's decision, Sia asked her permission to send the track to Rihanna, which Adele agreed to as long as her vocals were taken off the record, stating: "I don't want my vocal floating around out there on a demo." Sia eventually recorded it herself for her seventh studio album This Is Acting[image: External link].[30] "Bird Set Free" was recorded by Adele, but she decided not to include it due to it being too similar to Sia's work; it too was subsequently included on This Is Acting.[31]

Before beginning work on the album, Adele met with Phil Collins to discuss a collaboration. "I had this song in mind," she told Rolling Stone, "and I can't remember if I gave him a copy of the song or if I gave him a chorus or something, and then I just chickened out of everything."[32] "She's a slippery little fish…" Collins remarked subsequently. "She got hold of me and asked if I would write with her. She gave me a piece of music to finish and at first I didn't know if I'd failed the audition as I didn't hear from her. Then she said, 'No, no: I'm moving house and the baby's taking up a lot of my time. I'm not actually doing anything at the moment.' And now I've heard there's a 29 [sic] coming out. I'm not on it, I know that."[33]
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 Musical style and themes




Consisting of eleven tracks, Adele aimed to depart from the "young-fogey" sound of her second album 21 and added synths and drum pads in order to modernize 25's musical style.[35] The album's production incorporated the use of electronic elements and creative rhythmic patterns, unlike its predecessor, with elements of 1980s R&B and organs.[36][37] Described as a collection of "panoramic ballads and prettily executed detours", Leah Greenblatt of Entertainment Weekly[image: External link] noted the album's "stately production" characterizing it as being built over minor-key melancholy, stylistic flourishes and simplicity.[38] Leonie Cooper of the NME summed the album's production up as changing from "moody balladeering to smoky jazz bar grooves" whilst a reviewer from Us Weekly stated the album was built upon piano ballads, R&B grooves, minimalistic arrangements, gospel, blues and acoustic guitars.[39][40]

Adele's vocals on 25 were described as being capable of conveying emotion.[41] Her vocals were noted by Samantha O'Connor of The 405 as ranging from "thunderous roars and rib-cracking falsettos over large dramatic piano swells to fuzzy, warm lower-register rumblings", and were characterised as having a raw delivery, with minimal engineering, leaving "her vocal idiosyncrasies to crackle, croak and coo, bringing more depth" to the album.[42] Bruce Handy of Vanity Fair stated that Adele's throat surgery had not impacted her voice, continuing to say her voice still contained character and power: "brassy yet husky, smoky yet clarion, she still sounds like the result of a genetic experiment fusing Amy Winehouse's vocal chords with Céline Dion[image: External link]'s lungs, or even Tom Jones'."[2]

Described by Adele as a "make-up album", she attempted to move away from the theme of break-ups that dominated 21's lyrical content. Adele stated that 25's lyrics focuses on themes of her "trying to clear out the past," and moving on.[43] She continued to say that the album's lyrics are a reflection of the frame of mind she was in during that age, describing the time as a "turning point" where she was in the centre of adolescence and adulthood and the start of a time where she would "go into becoming who I'm going to be forever without a removal van full of my old junk."[44] Lyrically, the album touches upon various themes including the singers fear of getting older, her childhood, regrets, longing for her family, nostalgia and her role as a mother.[42] Mark Savage of the BBC, noted the album's themes were a departure from the anger and heartbroken themes that dominated 21, stating that the lyrics were "reflective" allowing the singer "to re-examine her past relationships". Savage continued to state that songs such as "When We Were Young" introduce the album's key theme of Adele's "uneasy acceptance of adulthood."[45] The album is focused at a broad popular music appeal, where her former releases, were made with a concoction of "gospel, R&B, jazz, [and] folk" styles, elements, and audiences in mind.[46]
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 Songs




25 opens with "Hello", a piano ballad[image: External link] that borrows heavily from soul music.[48][49] During the chorus Adele is heard singing the lines over layers of backing vocals, piano and drums which were described by the Telegraph as leaning "towards a very luscious wall of sound".[50] The track also contains drums which Adele was credited for providing.[51] Lyrically, the track focuses on themes of nostalgia and regret and plays out like a conversation.[52] The follow up, "Send My Love (To Your New Lover)", has been compared to the work of singer Taylor Swift[53][54] due to its "upbeat, poppy" sound.[55] Adele describes it as a "happy you're gone" song, which was inspired by an ex-boyfriend.[56]

The drum-filled folk[image: External link] song, "I Miss You",[57] has been described as "explicitly seductive" due to the lyrics: "Bring the floor up to my knees/Let me fall into your gravity/And kiss me back to life to see/Your body standing over me."[58] "When We Were Young", another piano-led ballad,[59] is "a reflective serenade about treasuring the moments you will look back on in years to come",[60] while the ballad "Remedy", was written about Adele's best friend, her grandparents, her boyfriend, and her son.[7] "Water Under the Bridge" is a mid-tempo pop song,[60][61] featuring an electro-drum beat and a tropical[image: External link], trip hop[image: External link] riff,[62] with Adele proclaiming to her lover "If you're gonna let me down, let me down gently/Don't pretend that you don't want me/Our love ain't water under the bridge". The gospel-tinged "River Lea" talks about the singer growing up in Tottenham, London, England[image: External link],[63] Adele sings about The Lea[image: External link], a river in London. During the song Adele speaks of how the river's polluted waters have seeped into her blood causing her relationship failures.[20] "Love in the Dark" is a torch[image: External link] ballad.[64]

"Million Years Ago", an acoustic[image: External link] tune accompanied only by guitar, finds the singer pining "for the normality of her not-so-distant childhood. Entwined with Middle Eastern[image: External link] twists of background hums that suggest Madonna's ' Frozen[image: External link]'".[65] The song's lyrics touch upon themes of fame, and how it "frightens", the song's lyrics talk about how fame has personally affected her and everyone around her, singing about how she misses the air, her mother, and her friends, but her "life is flashing by and all I can do is watch and cry."[20] In the final piano ballad "All I Ask",[2] "Adele addresses a lover on what she knows will be their final night, processing the end of an affair in what feels like slow motion."[64] 25 closes with "Sweetest Devotion", an "uplifting" number written as a tribute to her son.[66]
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 Release and promotion




Main articles: Adele at the BBC and Adele Live in New York City


A release date for 25 was first suggested in early August 2014, when Paul Moss[image: External link] suggested that an album would be released in 2014 or 2015.[67] However, accounts filed by Adele's label XL Recordings in October 2014 ruled out the possibility of a 2014 release. In August 2015, Billboard reported that Adele's label had intentions of releasing her third studio album sometime in November 2015.[68][69] In October 2015, the album was rumoured to be released on 20 November 2015, after which numerous journalists speculated that other musicians had pushed back their albums in order to avoid chart competition with her, with artists such as Justin Bieber, Fleur East[image: External link], 5 Seconds of Summer[image: External link] and One Direction releasing their albums before Adele's, so that their sales and chart placements would not be affected.[70][71] Fourth quarter was also set to have releases from Kanye West, Rihanna, Coldplay and Beyoncé but all except Coldplay backed out from coinciding with the release of Adele's album.[72] West, Rihanna and Beyoncé all released their albums in months of weaker competition the year later, thus securing easy number-one albums in the Billboard 200.

On 18 October, a 30-second clip of "Hello" was shown on UK television during a commercial break on The X Factor. It teased a new song from Adele after three years, with viewers hearing her singing the first verse of "Hello" with its lyrics appearing on a black screen.[73] Three days later, Adele released a letter to her fans through social media addressing the album, in which she confirmed that the album would be titled 25.[74] Adele stated that the title is a reflection on her age and the frame of mind she was in during that age, describing the time as a "turning point" where she was in the centre of adolescence and adulthood and the start of a time where she would "go into becoming who I'm going to be forever without a removal van full of my old junk." She added: "My last record was a break-up record and if I had to label this one I would call it a make-up record. I'm making up with myself. I'm making up for lost time."[74] Adele confirmed the next day 25 would be released on 20 November 2015, and revealed its cover simultaneously on her social media.[75][76]

On 27 October, BBC One announced plans for a one-hour television special presented by Graham Norton in which he would talk to Adele about her new album. Adele at the BBC was recorded before a live audience on 2 November and transmitted on BBC One on 20 November, coinciding with the album's release.[77] A short extract of the programme was previewed during an edition of BBC One's The One Show[image: External link] aired on 5 November; it shows Adele performing "Hello" and chatting to Norton.[78] On 27 October it was also announced that the singer would make an appearance on the US entertainment series Saturday Night Live on 21 November.[77] On 30 October, Adele confirmed through her Facebook page that she would be performing a one-night-only concert titled Adele Live in New York City at the Radio City Music Hall on 17 November. Subsequently, NBC confirmed they will air the concert special on 14 December.[79][80]

On 19 November 2015, The New York Times[image: External link] reported that the album will not be released on streaming services such as Spotify[image: External link] and Apple Music[image: External link].[81] It was later announced that 25 would be made available through streaming services such as Apple Music and Spotify from 24 June 2016.[82] Also in November, Adele appeared on the NRJ Awards[image: External link],[83] Saturday Night Live,[84] NPR[image: External link],[85] and The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon[image: External link].[86]

In January, she sang some of her greatest hits during her carpool karaoke video on The Late Late Show with James Corden.[87] The following month, Adele performed at the 2016 Grammy Awards[image: External link],[88] the 2016 Brit Awards,[89] and The Ellen DeGeneres Show[image: External link].[90] Adele also conducted interviews with and appeared on the covers of Time,[91] Vanity Fair,[92] Vogue,[93] i-D[image: External link],[94] The Observer,[95][96] and Rolling Stone.[97]
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 Singles




On 23 October 2015, "Hello" was released as the album's lead single[image: External link] and was made available for purchase and streaming, with its music video released on the same day.[98] It compiled over 100 million views on YouTube within 5 days. It is the second-fastest video to hit 100 million YouTube views ever and the fastest to reach 100 million on Vevo previously held by "Wrecking Ball[image: External link]" by Miley Cyrus[image: External link] back in 2013.[99] 87 days after its release "Hello" had received a billion YouTube views, beating Psy[image: External link]'s "Gangnam Style[image: External link]", which had accumulated the same number of views over 158 days.[100] The song reached number one in the UK Singles Chart on 30 October, with a combined first week sales of 330,000 copies. The figure was the largest opening week sales for a single since James Arthur[image: External link]'s " Impossible[image: External link]", which achieved a volume of 490,000 sales in 2012.[101] The song sold 1,112,000 digital downloads and 61.2 million streams in its first week, resulting in "Hello" debuting at number one on the Billboard Hot 100 (becoming Adele's fourth number-one single in the United States) on the issue dated 14 November 2015.[102] By the end of 2015, it had sold 12.3 million units globally and was the year's 7th best-selling single.[3]

On 14 December 2015, Billboard reported that "When We Were Young" is scheduled as the second single from 25. The song had already charted at number 29 on the UK Single Chart[image: External link] and number 22 on the Billboard Hot 100, and sold 150,000 digital copies in the United States.[103] The song was released on 22 January 2016, eventually peaking at number 14 on the US Billboard Hot 100.[104]

iHeartRadio[image: External link] reported on 27 April 2016 that "Send My Love (To Your New Lover)" had been selected as the album's third single and that it would be serviced to radio stations on 17 May 2016.The song peaked at No. 8 on the Billboard Hot 100 in the United States, No. 5 in the UK and No. 10 in Canada.[105]

On 4 November 2016, "Water Under the Bridge" was released as the fourth single from the album. The single is currently peaking at No. 26 on the Billboard Hot 100 in the United States, No. 39 on the UK Singles Chart and No. 37 on the Canadian Hot 100.
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 Touring




Main article: Adele Live 2016


Adele embarked on her third tour titled Adele Live 2016, which will run from February to November 2016. The first leg started in Belfast[image: External link] on 29 February 2016 in the SSE Arena[image: External link] before moving throughout mainland Europe and concluding in Antwerp[image: External link] at Sportpaleis[image: External link] on 15 June 2016.[106] The second leg begins on 5 July at the Xcel Energy Center[image: External link] in Saint Paul, Minnesota and continues throughout the United States and Canada with multiple dates at each venue. The tour concludes on 2 July 2017 in London[image: External link], UK[image: External link]. Demand for the tour was extremely high and all shows sold out within minutes of going on sale. Over 500,000 fans registered at Adele.com to purchase tickets, with 57,000 tickets sold for the 12 shows that were put on sale in the UK.[107]
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 Critical reception




25 received generally positive reviews from critics. At Metacritic[image: External link], which assigns a normalized rating[image: External link] out of 100 to reviews from mainstream publications, the album received an average[image: External link] score of 75, based on 35 reviews.[109] Bruce Handy, writing a review for Vanity Fair, regarded the music as traditional R&B[image: External link] and modern pop music, with songs that are mostly ballads[image: External link].[118] Reviewing for AllMusic[image: External link], Stephen Thomas Erlewine[image: External link] comments, "Fittingly, 25 also plays better over the long haul, its march of slow songs steadily revealing subtle emotional or musical distinctions", where "all 11 songs are ... a piece ... [of] shaded melancholy gaining most of their power through performance", and arguing that the "cohesive sound only accentuates how Adele has definitively claimed this arena of dignified heartbreak as her own".[110] Neil McCormick[image: External link] from The Daily Telegraph stated that the album, covered the same "musical and emotional terrain" as 21 and continued to call it an "equal of its predecessor."[111] Jon Dolan of Rolling Stone commented that the album's "nostalgic mood is the perfect fit for an artist who reaches back decades for her influences, even as her all-or-nothing urgency feels utterly modern" and also praising her "incredible phrasing – the way she can infuse any line with nuance and power", which he argued served as "more proof that she's among the greatest interpreters of romantic lyrics".[64] Leah Greenblatt of Entertainment Weekly[image: External link] called it "a record that feels both new and familiar—a beautiful if safe collection of panoramic ballads and prettily executed detours".[58] Billboard praised Adele's vocal performance writing that it's "swathed in echo, sounding like she's wailing beneath the vaults of the planet's most cavernous cathedral, they hit hard."[119] Amanda Petrusich from Pitchfork[image: External link] praised Adele's vocal delivery, arguing that "[her] instincts as a singer remain unmatched; she is, inarguably, the greatest vocalist of her generation, an artist who instinctively understands timbre and pitch, when to let some air in".[120]

In a less enthusiastic review for The Independent, Andy Gill said the songs "River Lea" and "Send My Love (To Your New Lover)" were "isolated moments of musical intrigue scattered here and there through the album", which he said gradually became "swamped by the kind of dreary piano ballads that are Adele's fall-back position".[113] Leonie Cooper from NME felt Adele and her team of songwriters/producers did not take any risks musically, instead "following a formula that has so far resulted in 30 million album sales".[114] Jude Rogers[image: External link] found the 25 bogged down by the emotionally weighty themes of Adele's previous records, comparing the singer to "a friend who you’ve helped countless times but who won’t listen, who actually enjoys being in a mess, whose sparkle gets dampened – gets drowned – as a consequence".[121]
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 Accolades




Rolling Stone magazine ranked the album at number two on its "The 50 Best Albums of 2015" year-end list.[122] American newspaper Newsday[image: External link] also ranked the album at number two on their list of 2015's best albums,[123] UK publication Complex listed the album at number four on their list of The Best Albums of 2015[124] and Entertainment Weekly[image: External link] listed the album at number three.[125] At the 2016 BRIT Awards[image: External link], Adele was nominated for five awards, in which she won four including British Album of the Year for 25 and British Single of the Year for "Hello".[126][127] At the 2016 Billboard Music Awards[image: External link], the singer was nominated for nine categories, winning five, including Top Billboard 200 Album for 25 and Top Selling Song for "Hello".[128] At the 2016 Juno Awards[image: External link], Adele won International Album of the Year for 25 and Video of the Year for "Hello".[129] Adele also won Attitude's[image: External link] Album of the Year for 25.[130]

25 was nominated for and won the Album of the Year and Best Pop Vocal Album at the 59th Grammy Awards, while "Hello" was nominated for and won the Song and Record of the Year and Best Pop Solo Performance.[131][132]
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 Commercial performance
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 Europe




In the United Kingdom, 25 debuted at number one on the UK Albums Chart[image: External link] and sold 800,307 copies in its first chart week, overtaking Oasis[image: External link]' Be Here Now[image: External link] (1997) to become the fastest-selling album of all time in the UK.[133] Of that total, 252,423 copies were digital downloads, breaking the record for most digital copies sold in a week, and 548,000 were physical copies.[134] In its first week, 25 sold more copies in the UK than the combined sales of the last 19 number-one albums in UK on their debut week.[135] It also outsold that week's other 86 highest-selling albums combined.[133] After ten days on sale, it became the fastest million-seller in the UK, surpassing Be Here Now, which achieved this feat in 17 days in 1997.[136] In its second week, 25 sold 439,337 copies, which broke the record for highest second-week sales in the UK and also was the sixth biggest weekly sales of all time.[137] In its third week, 25 sold 354,000 copies, which represents the second highest third-week sales since Take That's The Circus[image: External link], which sold 382,000 copies in its third week,[138] and was also certified quintuple platinum by the British Phonographic Industry, with total UK sales at 1,593,530 copies.[139] On 18 December, 29 days after its release, the album surpassed sales of 2 million copies in the UK, becoming the fastest 2 million-seller in the country.[140] In its fifth week of release, the album sold another 450,000 copies in the UK, becoming the Christmas number one.[141] The album has spent 13 non-consecutive weeks at number one[142] and, as of November 2016, had sold 3.12 million copies, being later certified 11× Platinum.[143][144] In December 2016, it became only the third album to be the UK's biggest-seller two years in a row, after Simon & Garfunkel[image: External link]'s Bridge over Troubled Water (1970 and 1971) and Simply Red[image: External link]'s Stars[image: External link] (1991 and 1992).[145]

Elsewhere in Europe, 25 also opened atop of the German charts after selling 263,000 units, the largest weekly sale for a record since Herbert Grönemeyer[image: External link]'s 2007 release 12[image: External link].[146] In France, 25 became the fastest-selling album of 2015 after it sold 169,693 copies, of which 26,295 were downloads.[147] The album sold another 129,200 copies in France in its second week, bringing its two-week total to 300,000 copies.[148] In its third week, 25's sales rose to 132,200 copies in France, bringing its total sales to 430,000 copies, which made it the third best-selling album of the year.[149] In its fourth week of sales in France, sales of the album further rose to 133,000 copies, bringing its total sales to 565,000 copies in the country, earning it a diamond certification there.[150] In the Netherlands, the album debuted at number one with first week sales of over 120,000 copies.[151] The album also sold over 180,000 copies in the Benelux[image: External link] in its first week of release.[152] In Spain, the album debuted atop the charts selling 20,000 copies in its first week,[153] while in Portugal it also debuted at number one with sales of 3,200 copies.[154] 25 also entered the charts at number one in Switzerland, selling over 40,000 copies in its first week, receiving a double platinum certification there.[155]
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 North America




In the United States, 25 sold 2.3 million after three days of availability, becoming the fastest-selling album of the 21st century and the best-selling album of 2015.[156][157] The album reached sales of 2.433 million early on its fourth day, surpassing the single-week record for an album since Nielsen Soundscan[image: External link] began tracking sales in 1991, set by NSYNC's No Strings Attached in March 2000 when it debuted with 2.416 million copies.[158] In total, it sold 3.38 million copies in the US in its first week, becoming the first album to sell over 3 million copies in a week.[159] The album earned 3.48 million album-equivalent units[image: External link] in the US in its first week of release, which is the largest registered figure since the Billboard 200 began tracking weekly popularity based on overall units in December 2014. 25 also achieved 96,000 in track-equivalent album units in the US in its debut week, and another 8,000 in streaming-equivalent album units, all of which came from streams of the single "Hello", as it was the only song from the album available on streaming services.[160]

In the first three days of its second week, 25 sold over 650,000 units, surpassing 4 million sales, ending the week with 1.11 million copies.[161][162] In its third full week, the album sold 695,000 copies, surpassing 5 million sales, becoming the first album to do so in a calendar year since Adele's own album 21 in 2011.[163][164] By its fourth week sale of 790,000 copies, 25 became the best-selling album in any calendar year since Usher sold 7.98 million in 2004 with Confessions.[165] It sold 1.16 million copies in pure album sales in its fifth week, and became the first album to sell over one million copies in three different frames.[166] In its sixth week, the album sold another 307,000 copies at number one on the Billboard 200, becoming the first album to sell over 300,000 copies in consecutive six weeks since 2001 when Creed[image: External link] did so with Weathered[image: External link].[167] By the end of 2015, 25 had sold a total of 8,008,000 equivalent album units, 7,441,000 of which were pure album sales. It also sold 2,310,000 digital copies by the year end, making it the third best-selling digital album of all time behind Adele's own 21 and Taylor Swift's 1989. 25 was also the second biggest-selling album of a calendar year by a female artist in Nielsen history, only trailing behind Britney Spears' Oops!... I Did It Again[image: External link] which sold 7,890,000 copies in 2000.[168] In its seventh week, the album remained at number one, selling another 164,000 units, becoming the first album by a female artist to top the Billboard 200 in its first seven weeks since Whitney Houston's 1987 album Whitney[image: External link].[169] In total, the album has spent ten non-consecutive weeks at the top of the chart, becoming the fifth album released since the 2000 to achieve, at least, 10 weeks at the summit.[170] In the year of 2016, it sold 2.37 million copies and equivalent units, of which 1.7 million were pure sales, ranking as the best-selling album of the year in pure sales and second best including equivalent albums.[171] As of February 2017, 25 has sold 9.24 million copies in pure sales.[172]

In Canada, the album debuted at number one with sales of 306,000 copies, breaking the record for highest first-week sales, which was previously held by Celine Dion's Let's Talk About Love[image: External link], which had sold 230,000 copies.[173] In its second week 25 sold another 145,000 copies in Canada, bringing its two-week total to 451,000 copies. This represents the eighth-highest weekly sales in Canada, as well as the second highest second-week sales for an album, just behind the 146,000 copies sold by the Canadian compilation Big Shiny Tunes 2[image: External link] in its second week in 1997.[174] The album sold 1 million copies in the nation by May 2016.[175]
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 Oceania and South Africa




In Australia, the album sold more than 210,000 copies in five days, passing the triple platinum mark there.[176] It was the best-selling album of both 2015 and 2016,[177] and achieved decuple platinum certification (700,000 units) there in May 2017.[178] In New Zealand, 25 broke the record for highest first week sales, selling 18,766 copies.[179] The previous record holder was Susan Boyle whose I Dreamed a Dream sold 17,435 copies in its first week. By the end of the year, 25 became the best-selling album of 2015 in New Zealand.[180] In South Africa, 25 achieved double platinum sales in five days through physical and digital vendors.[181]
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 Impact




In October 2015, numerous journalists speculated that other musicians had pushed back their albums in order to avoid chart competition with Adele; artists such as Justin Bieber, Sam Smith and One Direction all did this so that their sales would not be affected.[71][182] Columbia Records shipped 3.6 million physical copies of 25, across the United States, making it the most CDs shipped for a new release since the shipment of 2.4 million copies of NSYNC's No Strings Attached in 2000.[183] One million copies of 25 were shipped to UK retailers, including HMV[image: External link] and Tesco[image: External link]. Ian Topping, chief executive of HMV, stated that the company had a great start with the album and sales had exceeded their expectations, continuing to say it was their "fastest selling album for many years."[184]

Following the album's release, journalists reported that 25 was able to encourage the public to return to buying physical copies, compared to streaming. Adam Shewin of The Independent stated that "25 sent casual purchasers back to the remaining physical stores and may even have introduced a new generation to the delights of ownership."[184] The album was described as saving the music industry, which was seeing dwindling profits with downloading and streaming as the popular methods of music consumption.[185] The album was also noted for boosting sales of retailer Target[image: External link], which sold the extra track edition of 25, during Thanksgiving[image: External link] and Black Friday[image: External link]. Target Chief Executive Brian Cornell stated that 25 was "the biggest release we've ever had — this is going to break all the records for us" and that "the combination of Adele dropping when it did, the weekend before Thanksgiving, really helped bring in people".[186]

The album's first day sales in the US were 1.49 million, averaging at 62,000 copies per hour, and 1,000 copies per minute, while on iTunes, 25 sold 900,000 copies on its first day[187] becoming the fastest-selling album in iTunes history, breaking the record previously set by Beyoncé's self titled[image: External link] album.[188] The album sold more copies in the US in its debut week than the previous number-one albums had sold in the previous 22 weeks combined. Additionally, it sold more copies in its first week than any album sold in an entire calendar year in three recent years (2008, 2009, and 2013).[189] 25 sold more copies in the US in its opening week than the next two best-selling albums of the year combined (Taylor Swift's 1989 and Drake[image: External link]'s If You're Reading This It's Too Late[image: External link], which combined to sell 2.885 million copies in 2015).[189] 25 sold more copies in its first week than the next two fastest-selling albums by female artists combined–Britney Spears's Oops!... I Did It Again[image: External link], which sold 1.319 million in its first week, and Swift's 1989, which sold 1.287 million in its first week.[189]

It was stated by Billboard on 5 January 2016 that in 2015, overall album sales both digital and physical experienced a 6% decline compared to 2014. 25 is credited to having eased the decline of the continuing downfall of album sales. It was also noted that if it was not for the success of 25, the 6% decline would have been 9% as the album made up 3.1% of the entire album sales total of 2015.[168]
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 Track listing






	Standard edition[190]



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Hello"
	


	Adele Adkins[image: External link]

	Greg Kurstin






	Kurstin
	4:55



	2.
	"Send My Love (To Your New Lover)"
	


	Adkins

	Max Martin[image: External link]

	Shellback[image: External link]






	


	Martin

	Shellback






	3:43



	3.
	"I Miss You"
	


	Adkins

	Paul Epworth[image: External link]






	Epworth
	5:49



	4.
	"When We Were Young"
	


	Adkins

	Tobias Jesso Jr.






	Ariel Rechtshaid[image: External link]
	4:51



	5.
	"Remedy"
	


	Adkins

	Ryan Tedder






	Tedder
	4:05



	6.
	"Water Under the Bridge"
	


	Adkins

	Kurstin






	Kurstin
	4:00



	7.
	"River Lea"
	


	Adkins

	Brian Burton[image: External link]






	Danger Mouse[image: External link]
	3:45



	8.
	"Love in the Dark"
	


	Adkins

	Samuel Dixon[image: External link]






	Dixon
	4:46



	9.
	"Million Years Ago"
	


	Adkins

	Kurstin






	Kurstin
	3:47



	10.
	"All I Ask[image: External link]"
	


	Adkins

	Bruno Mars

	Philip Lawrence

	Christopher Brody Brown






	The Smeezingtons[image: External link]
	4:32



	11.
	"Sweetest Devotion"
	


	Adkins

	Epworth






	Epworth
	4:12



	Total length:
	48:25






	Target[image: External link] and Japanese bonus tracks[191][192]



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	12.
	"Can't Let Go"
	


	Adkins

	Linda Perry[image: External link]






	Perry
	3:18



	13.
	"Lay Me Down"
	


	Adkins

	Jesso






	


	Mark Ronson

	Lil Silva (additional)






	4:30



	14.
	"Why Do You Love Me"
	


	Adkins

	Rick Nowels[image: External link]






	Rechtshaid
	3:59



	Total length:
	60:12
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Credits adapted from the liner notes of 25.[193]

Locations


	Mixed at Electric Lady Studios[image: External link], New York; Capitol Studios, Los Angeles; MixStar Studios, Virginia Beach[image: External link]; Larrabee Studios, Los Angeles

	Mastered at Sterling Sound[image: External link], New York



Performers


	
Adele – lead vocals (all tracks), backing vocals (track 2)

	
Tobias Jesso, Jr.[image: External link] – backing vocals (track 4)

	
Max Martin[image: External link] – backing vocals (track 2)

	
Ariel Rechtshaid[image: External link] – backing vocals (track 4)



Musicians




	

	Adele Adkins – drums (track 1), guitar (track 2), piano (track 11)


	Leo Abrahams – guitar (track 13)


	Phil Allen – vocal recorder (track 13)


	Victor Axelrod – piano (track 13)


	Thomas Brenneck – guitar (track 13)


	Will Canzoneri – clavinet, piano, Rhodes (track 14)


	
Tom Coyne – mastering (all tracks)


	Danger Mouse – producer, piano, electric guitar, organ, programming, songwriting (track 7)


	Samuel Dixon – producer, piano, synthesizer (track 8)


	Paul Epworth – producer, percussion, programming (tracks 3, 11), drums, bass, piano, organ, guitar (track 3)


	FILMharmonic Orchestra – strings (track 8)


	Declan Gaffney – bass, percussion (track 7)


	Christopher Brody Brown – piano[image: External link] (track 10)


	Chris Galland – assisted mixing (track 14)


	
Tom Elmhirst – mixing[image: External link] (tracks 1, 3-5, 7-13)


	Serban Ghenea – mixing mixing (tracks 2, 6)


	
Este Haim[image: External link] – tambourine (track 13)


	
Emile Haynie – additional instrumentation (track 1)


	Tom Herbert – bass (track 11)


	Tobias Jesso Jr. – piano (track 4)


	Adam Klemens – conductor (track 8)


	
Greg Kurstin – production, bass (tracks 1, 6, 9), drums, guitar, piano, keyboards (tracks 1, 6), acoustic guitar (track 9)


	Oliver Kraus – string arrangement (track 8)


	Benji Lysaght – guitar (tracks 4, 14)





	

	Roger Manning, Jr – optigan – B3

	Manny Marroquin – mixing

	Nick Movshon – bass

	Nico Muhly – prepared piano, harmonica

	Liam Nolan – vocal recorder

	Joe Visciano – mixing assistant

	Dave Okumu – guitar

	
Linda Perry[image: External link] – producer, engineering, piano

	
Greg Phillinganes[image: External link] – piano

	Ariel Rechtshaid – producer, engineering, programming, organ, glockenspiel, synthesisers, percussion, backing vocals

	Mark Ronson – producer, synths, pads

	Ike Schultz – assisted mixing

	Gus Seyffert – bass

	
Shellback[image: External link] – production programming, percussion (track 2)


	
Lil Silva[image: External link] – additional production, programming

	
The Smeezingtons[image: External link] – production[image: External link] (track 10)


	Ryan Smith – vinyl mastering

	Homer Steinweiss – drums

	Pablo Tato – guitar

	Leo Taylor – drums

	Ryan Tedder – producer, piano, MKII Keyboard, Moog bass

	Nikolaj Torp Larsen – piano

	Joe Visciano – assisted mixing

	Joey Waronker – drums










Engineering




	

	Ben Baptie – engineering

	Josh Blair – engineering

	Julian Burg – engineering

	Austen Jux Chandler – engineering

	Riccardo Damian – engineering

	John Hanes – engineering

	Joe Harrison – engineering

	Greg Kurstin – engineering

	Michael Ilbert – engineering

	Jens Jungkurth – engineering

	Chris Kasych – engineering

	Liam Nolan – engineering

	Jan Holzner – engineering

	Jacob Dennis – engineering assistant

	Alex Pasco – engineering




	

	Ariel Rechtshaid – engineering

	Dave Schiffman – engineering

	Matt Wiggins – engineering

	Charles Moniz – engineering[image: External link]


	Joe Jones – additional engineering

	Riley McIntyre – additional engineering

	Nick Rowe – additional engineering

	Aaron Ahmad – assistant engineer

	Christopher Cerullo – assistant engineer

	Serban Ghenea – engineer[image: External link]


	John DeBold – assistant engineer

	Michael Harris – assistant engineer

	Luis Flores – assistant engineer

	Deshiell Le Francis – assistant engineer










Design




	

	
Adele – art direction and design

	Phil Lee – art direction and design




	

	
Alasdair McLellan[image: External link] – front and back cover photographer

	Alexandra Waespi – booklet photographer










Other


	Petr Pycha – orchestra contractor (track 8)
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (2015)
	Peak

position



	Australian Albums (ARIA)[194]

	1



	Austrian Albums (Ö3 Austria[image: External link])[195]

	1



	Belgian Albums ( Ultratop[image: External link] Flanders)[196]

	1



	Belgian Albums ( Ultratop[image: External link] Wallonia)[197]

	1



	Brazil Albums ( ABPD[image: External link])[198]

	1



	
Canadian Albums[image: External link] (Billboard)[199]

	1



	Croatian Albums (Toplista)[200]

	1



	Czech Albums (ČNS IFPI[image: External link])[201]

	1



	Danish Albums ( Hitlisten[image: External link])[202]

	1



	Dutch Albums ( MegaCharts[image: External link])[203]

	1



	Finnish Albums (Suomen virallinen lista[image: External link])[204]

	1



	French Albums ( SNEP[image: External link])[205]

	1



	German Albums (Offizielle Top 100)[206]

	1



	Greek Albums ( IFPI[image: External link])[207]

	1



	Hungarian Albums ( MAHASZ[image: External link])[208]

	1



	Irish Albums ( IRMA[image: External link])[209]

	1



	Italian Albums ( FIMI[image: External link])[210]

	1



	Japanese Albums ( Oricon[image: External link])[211]

	7



	Mexican Albums ( AMPROFON[image: External link])[212]

	1



	New Zealand Albums ( RMNZ[image: External link])[213]

	1



	Norwegian Albums ( VG-lista[image: External link])[214]

	1



	Polish Albums ( ZPAV[image: External link])[215]

	1



	Portuguese Albums ( AFP[image: External link])[216]

	1



	Russian Albums ( 2M[image: External link])[217]

	1



	Scottish Albums (OCC)[218]

	1



	South African Albums ( RISA[image: External link])[219]

	1



	South Korean Albums ( Gaon[image: External link])[220]

	4



	South Korean Albums International ( Gaon[image: External link])[221]

	1



	Spanish Albums ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[222]

	1



	Swedish Albums ( Sverigetopplistan[image: External link])[223]

	1



	Swiss Albums (Schweizer Hitparade[image: External link])[224]

	1



	Taiwanese Albums (Five Music)[225]

	1



	UK Albums (OCC)[226]

	1



	US Billboard 200[227]

	1
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 Monthly charts






	Chart (2015)
	Peak

position



	Argentine Monthly Albums ( CAPIF[image: External link])[228]

	2
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 Year-end charts






	Chart (2015)
	Position



	Australian Albums (ARIA)[229]

	1



	Austrian Albums (Ö3 Austria)[230]

	3



	Belgian Albums ( Ultratop[image: External link] Flanders)[231]

	2



	Belgian Albums ( Ultratop[image: External link] Wallonia)[232]

	4



	Brazilian Albums (ABPD)[233]

	4



	Croatian Foreign Albums (HDU)[234]

	2



	Danish Albums (Hitlisten)[235]

	4



	Dutch Albums (MegaCharts)[236]

	1



	French Albums ( SNEP[image: External link])[237]

	2



	German Albums (Offizielle Top 100)[238]

	2



	Hungarian Albums (MAHASZ)[239]

	7



	Irish Albums (IRMA)[240]

	1



	Italian Albums (FIMI)[241]

	4



	Mexican Albums (AMPROFON)[242]

	11



	New Zealand Albums ( RMNZ[image: External link])[243]

	1



	Polish Albums ( ZPAV[image: External link])[244]

	1



	Russian Albums ( 2M[image: External link])[245]

	7



	South Korean Albums ( Gaon[image: External link])[246]

	88



	South Korean Albums International ( Gaon[image: External link])[247]

	4



	Spanish Albums (PROMUSICAE)[248]

	4



	Swiss Albums (Swiss Hitparade)[249]

	1



	UK Albums (OCC)[250]

	1






	Chart (2016)
	Position



	Australian Albums (ARIA)[251]

	1



	Austrian Albums (Ö3 Austria)[252]

	12



	Belgian Albums (Ultratop Flanders)[253]

	2



	Belgian Albums (Ultratop Wallonia)[254]

	5



	Canadian Albums (Billboard)[255]

	1



	Danish Albums (Hitlisten)[256]

	11



	Dutch Albums (MegaCharts)[257]

	1



	French Albums (SNEP)[258]

	20



	German Albums (Offizielle Top 100)[259]

	6



	Hungarian Albums (MAHASZ)[260]

	27



	Italian Albums (FIMI)[261]

	17



	Mexican Albums (AMPROFON)[262]

	21



	New Zealand Albums (RMNZ)[263]

	1



	Polish Albums ( ZPAV[image: External link])[264]

	8



	South Korean Albums International ( Gaon[image: External link])[265]

	5



	Swiss Albums (Schweizer Hitparade)[266]

	1



	UK Albums (OCC)[267]

	1



	US Billboard 200[268]

	1
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 All-time charts






	Chart (All-time)
	Position



	UK Albums (OCC)[269]

	27
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 Certifications and sales






	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units[image: External link]/Sales



	Australia ( ARIA[image: External link])[178]

	10× Platinum
	700,000^




	Austria (IFPI Austria)[270]

	3× Platinum
	45,000*




	Belgium ( BEA[image: External link])[271]

	8× Platinum
	240,000*




	Canada (Music Canada[image: External link])[272]

	Diamond
	1,000,000[175]




	Denmark (IFPI Denmark[image: External link])[273]

	3× Platinum
	60,000^




	Finland ( Musiikkituottajat[image: External link])[274]

	2× Platinum
	47,482[274]




	France
	
	785,300[237]




	Germany ( BVMI[image: External link])[275]

	6× Platinum
	1,200,000^




	Hungary ( MAHASZ[image: External link])[276]

	5× Platinum
	30,000^




	Ireland
	
	107,000[277]




	Italy ( FIMI[image: External link])[278]

	5× Platinum
	250,000*




	Mexico ( AMPROFON[image: External link])[279]

	2× Platinum
	120,000^




	New Zealand ( RMNZ[image: External link])[280]

	9× Platinum
	135,000^




	Poland ( ZPAV[image: External link])[281]

	Diamond
	100,000*




	Spain ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[282]

	3× Platinum
	120,000^




	Switzerland (IFPI Switzerland)[283]

	6× Platinum
	180,000^




	United Kingdom (BPI)[143]

	11× Platinum
	3,343,055[284]




	United States (RIAA)[285]

	Diamond
	9,300,000[286]




	Summaries



	Worldwide
	None
	20,000,000[287]




	
*sales figures based on certification alone

^shipments figures based on certification alone
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	List of release dates, showing region, edition, formats, label, and reference



	Region
	Date
	Edition(s)
	Format(s)
	Label
	Cat.
	Ref.



	Various
	20 November 2015
	Standard
	


	CD[image: External link]

	digital download[image: External link]

	vinyl[image: External link]






	


	XL

	Columbia






	XLCD740
	[288]



	United States
	Deluxe
	CD
	50281802
	[191]



	Japan
	


	Hostess[image: External link]

	UMG[image: External link]






	BGJ-5252
	[289]



	South Korea
	2 December 2015
	Standard
	


	CD

	digital download






	Kang&Music
	KACD1508
	[290]



	China
	21 December 2015
	


	BeggarsChina-XL

	Starsing






	9787883258315
	[291]



	Various
	24 June 2016
	


	Streaming[image: External link]






	


	XL

	Columbia






	
	[292]
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 See also





	List of best-selling albums[image: External link]

	List of best-selling albums in the United Kingdom

	List of best-selling albums of the 2010s in the United Kingdom[image: External link]

	List of best-selling albums of the 2000s (century) in the United Kingdom[image: External link]

	List of best-selling albums in the United States[image: External link]

	List of fastest-selling albums

	List of Billboard 200 number-one albums of 2015[image: External link]

	List of Billboard 200 number-one albums of 2016[image: External link]
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59Th Annual Grammy Awards






The 59th Annual Grammy Awards ceremony was held on February 12, 2017.[2] The CBS[image: External link] network broadcast the show live from the Staples Center[image: External link] in Los Angeles[image: External link].[3] The ceremony recognized the best recordings, compositions, and artists of the eligibility year, which runs from October 1, 2015 to September 30, 2016.

James Corden hosted the ceremony for the first time.[4] The "pre-telecast" ceremony (officially named The Premiere Ceremony) was held on the same day prior to the main event and was hosted by comedienne Margaret Cho[image: External link].[5]

The nominations were announced on December 6, 2016.[6][7][8][9] Beyoncé acquired the most nominations with nine. Drake, Rihanna, and Kanye West received eight nominations each while Chance the Rapper followed with seven nominations. Adele was the biggest winner of the night with five trophies, including Album of the Year for 25, Record of the Year, and Song of the Year for "Hello". Adele also became the first artist in history to win all three general field awards in the same ceremony twice, previously winning all three categories in 2012. David Bowie and Greg Kurstin followed with four trophies. Chance the Rapper won for Best New Artist alongside two other awards.[10]



TOP
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 Performers




Performers adapted from International Business Times[image: External link].[11][12]



	Artist(s)
	Song(s)



	Adele
	"Hello"



	
The Weeknd[image: External link]

Daft Punk

	" Starboy[image: External link]" (intro)

"I Feel It Coming[image: External link]"



	
Keith Urban[image: External link]

Carrie Underwood

	"The Fighter[image: External link]"



	Ed Sheeran[image: External link]
	"Shape of You[image: External link]"



	
Lukas Graham[image: External link]

Kelsea Ballerini[image: External link]

	"7 Years[image: External link]"

"Peter Pan[image: External link]"



	Beyoncé
	"Love Drought[image: External link]"

" Sandcastles[image: External link]"



	
James Corden

Neil Diamond[image: External link]

Jennifer Lopez[image: External link]

John Legend

Faith Hill

Jason Derulo[image: External link]

Ryan Tedder

Keith Urban

Tim McGraw[image: External link]

Blue Ivy Carter[image: External link]

	"Sweet Caroline[image: External link]"



	Bruno Mars
	"That's What I Like[image: External link]"



	Little Big Town[image: External link]
	"Teenage Dream[image: External link]" (intro)




	
Katy Perry[image: External link]

Skip Marley[image: External link]

	"Chained to the Rhythm[image: External link]"



	
William Bell[image: External link]

Gary Clark Jr.[image: External link]

	"Born Under a Bad Sign[image: External link]"



	
Maren Morris[image: External link]

Alicia Keys

	"Once"



	Adele
	
Tribute to George Michael

"Fastlove"



	
Metallica[image: External link]

Lady Gaga

	"Moth into Flame[image: External link]"



	
Sturgill Simpson[image: External link]

The Dap-Kings[image: External link]

	"All Around You"



	
Demi Lovato[image: External link]

Tori Kelly[image: External link]

Little Big Town

Andra Day[image: External link]

	
Tribute to the Bee Gees

"Stayin' Alive[image: External link]"

" Tragedy[image: External link]"

"How Deep Is Your Love[image: External link]"

"Night Fever[image: External link]"



	
A Tribe Called Quest[image: External link]

Anderson .Paak[image: External link]

Busta Rhymes[image: External link]

Consequence[image: External link]

	"Award Tour[image: External link]"

"Movin Backwards[image: External link]"

"We the People....[image: External link]"



	
The Time[image: External link]

Bruno Mars
	
Tribute to Prince[image: External link]

"Jungle Love[image: External link]"

"The Bird[image: External link]"

"Let's Go Crazy[image: External link]"



	Pentatonix[image: External link]
	" ABC[image: External link]"



	
Chance the Rapper

Kirk Franklin[image: External link]

Francis and the Lights[image: External link]

Tamela Mann[image: External link]

Nicole Steen[13]

	"How Great"

"All We Got"



	John Legend

Cynthia Erivo[image: External link]

	
In Memoriam

"God Only Knows[image: External link]"
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Source: Grammy.com[14]



	
Jennifer Lopez[image: External link] – presented Best New Artist


	
Paris Jackson[image: External link] – introduced The Weeknd[image: External link] and Daft Punk


	
John Travolta[image: External link] – introduced Keith Urban[image: External link] and Carrie Underwood


	
Nick Jonas[image: External link] – presented Best Pop Duo/Group Performance[image: External link]


	
Katharine McPhee[image: External link] and The Chainsmokers[image: External link] – presented Best Rock Song[image: External link]


	
Ryan Seacrest[image: External link] – introduced Lukas Graham[image: External link] and Kelsea Ballerini[image: External link]


	
Tina Knowles[image: External link] – introduced Beyoncé


	
Camila Cabello[image: External link] and Thomas Rhett[image: External link] – presented Best Country Solo Performance[image: External link]


	
Little Big Town[image: External link] – introduced Katy Perry[image: External link] and Skip Marley[image: External link]


	
William Bell[image: External link] and Gary Clark Jr.[image: External link] – presented Best Urban Contemporary Album[image: External link]


	
Gina Rodriguez[image: External link] – introduced Maren Morris[image: External link] and Alicia Keys


	
Taraji P. Henson[image: External link] – presented Best Rap Album[image: External link]


	
Laverne Cox[image: External link] – introduced Metallica[image: External link] and Lady Gaga


	
Dwight Yoakam[image: External link] – introduced Sturgill Simpson[image: External link]


	
DNCE[image: External link] – introduced Demi Lovato[image: External link], Tori Kelly[image: External link], Little Big Town[image: External link] and Andra Day[image: External link]


	
Celine Dion – presented Song of the Year


	
Solange[image: External link] – introduced A Tribe Called Quest[image: External link] and Anderson .Paak[image: External link]


	
Halsey[image: External link] and Jason Derulo[image: External link] – introduced Chance the Rapper and Kirk Franklin[image: External link]


	
Tim McGraw[image: External link] and Faith Hill – presented Record of the Year and Album of the Year
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In order of appearance:[15]


	
Margaret Cho[image: External link] - main host (presented Rock, Pop, Producer and Visual Media categories and Best Musical Theater Album[image: External link])

	
Lauren Daigle[image: External link] and For King and Country[image: External link] (presented Gospel/Contemporary Christian, Engineering (Non Classical), Packaging and Arranging categories and Best Historical Album[image: External link], Best Album Notes[image: External link], Best Surround Sound Album[image: External link] and Best Instrumental Composition[image: External link])

	
O'Connor Band[image: External link] - "Ruby, Are You Mad At Your Man?"

	
René Marie[image: External link] (presented Gospel categories, Best New Age Album[image: External link], Best World Music Album[image: External link], Best Children's Album[image: External link], Best Spoken Word Album[image: External link], Best Music Video[image: External link] and Best Music Film[image: External link])

	
Ravi Coltrane[image: External link] and Third Coast Percussion[image: External link] - "Mallet Quartet[image: External link]"

	
Sarah Jarosz[image: External link] (presented Classical, Engineering (Classical) and Dance categories)

	
Judy Collins[image: External link] - " Suzanne[image: External link]" (Tribute to Leonard Cohen[image: External link])

	
Brendon Urie[image: External link] (presented Best Contemporary Instrumental Album[image: External link], Jazz, Country categories and Best Roots Gospel Album[image: External link])

	
Northern Cree[image: External link] and Carla Morrison[image: External link] - "Cree Cuttin'"/"Un Beso"

	
Mya[image: External link] (presented Latin and American Roots categories)

	
Ziggy Marley[image: External link] - "Amen"

	
Jimmy Jam[image: External link] (presented R&B and Rap categories and Best Reggae Album[image: External link], Best Comedy Album[image: External link])
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Taken from the Grammys website.[16]
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Record of the Year


	
"Hello" – Adele

	Greg Kurstin, producer; Julian Burg, Tom Elmhirst, Emile Haynie, Greg Kurstin, Liam Nolan, Alex Pasco & Joe Visciano, engineers/mixers; Tom Coyne & Randy Merrill, mastering engineers





	" Formation[image: External link]" – Beyoncé

	
Beyoncé Knowles, Mike Will Made-It[image: External link] & Pluss, producers; Jaycen Joshua[image: External link] & Stuart White, engineers/mixers; Dave Kutch, mastering engineer





	"7 Years[image: External link]" – Lukas Graham[image: External link]

	Future Animals & Pilo, producers; Delbert Bowers, Sebastian Fogh, Stefan Forrest[image: External link] & David LaBrel, engineers/mixers; Tom Coyne, mastering engineer





	" Work[image: External link]" – Rihanna featuring Drake

	
Boi-1da[image: External link], producer; Noel "Gadget" Campbell, Kuk Harrell, Manny Marroquin[image: External link], Noah "40" Shebib[image: External link] & Marcos Tovar, engineers/mixers; Chris Gehringer, mastering engineer





	"Stressed Out[image: External link]" – Twenty One Pilots[image: External link]

	
Mike Elizondo[image: External link] & Tyler Joseph[image: External link], producers; Neal Avron[image: External link] & Adam Hawkins[image: External link], engineers/mixers; Chris Gehringer, mastering engineer







Album of the Year


	
25 – Adele

	Danger Mouse[image: External link], Samuel Dixon[image: External link], Paul Epworth[image: External link], Greg Kurstin, Max Martin[image: External link], Ariel Rechtshaid[image: External link], Shellback[image: External link], The Smeezingtons[image: External link] & Ryan Tedder, producers; Julian Burg, Austen Jux Chandler, Cameron Craig, Samuel Dixon, Tom Elmhirst, Declan Gaffney, Serban Ghenea, John Hanes, Emile Haynie, Jan Holzner, Michael Ilbert, Chris Kasych, Greg Kurstin, Charles Moniz, Liam Nolan, Alex Pasco, Mike Piersante[image: External link], Ariel Rechtshaid, Rich Rich, Dave Schiffman, Joe Visciano & Matt Wiggins, engineers/mixers; Tom Coyne & Randy Merrill, mastering engineers





	
Lemonade – Beyoncé

	
James Blake[image: External link], Kendrick Lamar[image: External link], The Weeknd[image: External link] & Jack White, featured artists; Vincent Berry II, Ben Billions, James Blake, BOOTS[image: External link], Jonny Coffer[image: External link], DannyBoyStyles[image: External link], Michael Dean[image: External link], Alex Delicata, Diplo[image: External link], Derek Dixie, Kevin Garrett[image: External link], Diana Gordon[image: External link], HazeBanga, Hit-Boy[image: External link], Just Blaze[image: External link], King Henry, Beyoncé Knowles, Ezra Koenig[image: External link], Jeremy McDonald, MeLo-X, Mike Will Made-It[image: External link], Pluss, Jack White & Malik Yusef, producers; Mike Dean, Jaycen Joshua[image: External link], Greg Koller, Tony Maserati[image: External link], Lester Mendoza, Vance Powell[image: External link], Joshua V. Smith & Stuart White, engineers/mixers; Dave Kutch, mastering engineer





	
Purpose[image: External link] – Justin Bieber

	
Big Sean[image: External link], Diplo[image: External link], Halsey[image: External link], Travis Scott[image: External link] & Skrillex[image: External link], featured artists; The Audibles[image: External link], Axident[image: External link], Justin Bieber, Big Taste, Benny Blanco[image: External link], Blood[image: External link], Jason "Poo Bear" Boyd[image: External link], Scott "Scooter" Braun[image: External link], Mike Dean[image: External link], Diplo, Gladius, Josh Gudwin, Nico Hartikainen, Mark "The Mogul" Jackson, Steve James, Ian Kirkpatrick[image: External link], Maejor[image: External link], MdL, Skrillex, Jeremy Snyder & @ S O U N D Z[image: External link], producers; Simon Cohen, Diplo, Mark "Exit" Goodchild, Josh Gudwin, Jaycen Joshua[image: External link], Manny Marroquin[image: External link], Chris "Tek" O'Ryan, Johannes Raassina, Gregg Rominiecki, Chris Sclafani, Skrillex, Dylan William & Andrew Wuepper, engineers/mixers; Tom Coyne & Randy Merrill, mastering engineers





	
Views[image: External link] – Drake

	
dvsn[image: External link], Future[image: External link], Kyla, PARTYNEXTDOOR[image: External link], Rihanna & Wizkid, featured artists; Brian Alexander-Morgan[image: External link], Axlfoliethc, Beat Bully, Boi-1Da[image: External link], Cardo[image: External link], Dwayne "Supa Dups" Chin-Quee[image: External link], Daxz, DJ Dahi[image: External link], Frank Dukes[image: External link], Maneesh, Murda Beatz[image: External link], Nineteen85[image: External link], Ricci Riera, Allen Ritter, Noah "40" Shebib[image: External link], Southside[image: External link], Sevn Thomas, Jordan Ullman[image: External link], Kanye West, Wizkid & Young Exclusive, producers; Noel Cadastre, Noel "Gadget" Campbell, Seth Firkins[image: External link], David "Prep" Bijan Huges & Noah "40" Shebib, engineers/mixers; Chris Athens, mastering engineer





	
A Sailor's Guide to Earth[image: External link] – Sturgill Simpson[image: External link]

	Sturgill Simpson, producer; Geoff Allan, David Ferguson[image: External link] & Sean Sullivan, engineers/mixers; Gavin Lurssen[image: External link], mastering engineer







Song of the Year


	
"Hello"

	Adele Adkins & Greg Kurstin, songwriters (Adele)





	" Formation[image: External link]"

	
Aaquil Brown[image: External link], Khalif Brown[image: External link], Asheton Hogan, Beyoncé Knowles & Michael L. Williams II[image: External link], songwriters (Beyoncé)





	"I Took a Pill in Ibiza[image: External link]"

	
Mike Posner[image: External link], songwriter (Mike Posner)





	"Love Yourself"

	
Justin Bieber, Benjamin Levin[image: External link] & Ed Sheeran[image: External link], songwriters (Justin Bieber)





	"7 Years[image: External link]"

	
Lukas Forchhammer[image: External link], Stefan Forrest[image: External link], Morten Pilegaard & Morten Ristorp[image: External link], songwriters (Lukas Graham)







Best New Artist


	Chance the Rapper

	Kelsea Ballerini[image: External link]

	The Chainsmokers[image: External link]

	Maren Morris[image: External link]

	Anderson .Paak[image: External link]
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 Pop





	Best Pop Solo Performance




	"Hello" – Adele

	"Hold Up[image: External link]" – Beyoncé


	"Love Yourself" – Justin Bieber


	"Piece by Piece[image: External link]" ( Idol[image: External link] Version) – Kelly Clarkson[image: External link]


	"Dangerous Woman[image: External link]" – Ariana Grande[image: External link]





	Best Pop Duo/Group Performance[image: External link]




	"Stressed Out[image: External link]" – Twenty One Pilots[image: External link]

	" Closer[image: External link]" – The Chainsmokers[image: External link] featuring Halsey[image: External link]


	"7 Years[image: External link]" – Lukas Graham[image: External link]


	" Work[image: External link]" – Rihanna featuring Drake


	"Cheap Thrills[image: External link]" – Sia featuring Sean Paul[image: External link]





	Best Traditional Pop Vocal Album[image: External link]




	Summertime: Willie Nelson Sings Gershwin[image: External link] – Willie Nelson[image: External link]

	
Cinema[image: External link] – Andrea Bocelli[image: External link]


	
Fallen Angels[image: External link] – Bob Dylan


	
Stages[image: External link] Live – Josh Groban[image: External link]


	
Encore: Movie Partners Sing Broadway[image: External link] – Barbra Streisand[image: External link]





	Best Pop Vocal Album




	25 – Adele

	
Purpose[image: External link] – Justin Bieber


	
Dangerous Woman[image: External link] – Ariana Grande[image: External link]


	
Confident[image: External link] – Demi Lovato[image: External link]


	
This Is Acting[image: External link] – Sia





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Dance/Electronic





	Best Dance Recording[image: External link]




	
"Don't Let Me Down[image: External link]" – The Chainsmokers[image: External link] featuring Daya[image: External link]

	The Chainsmokers, producers; Jordan Young[image: External link], mixer





	"Tearing Me Up" – Bob Moses[image: External link]

	Bob Moses, producers; Mark "Spike" Stent[image: External link], mixer





	"Never Be Like You[image: External link]" – Flume[image: External link] featuring Kai[image: External link]

	Harley Streten, producer; Eric J Dubowsky[image: External link], mixer





	"'Rinse & Repeat[image: External link]" – Riton[image: External link] featuring Kah-Lo[image: External link]

	Riton, producer; Wez Clarke, mixer





	" Drinkee[image: External link]" – Sofi Tukker[image: External link]

	Sofi Tukker, producers; Bryan Wilson, mixer








	Best Dance/Electronic Album[image: External link]




	Skin[image: External link] – Flume[image: External link]

	
Electronica 1: The Time Machine[image: External link] – Jean-Michel Jarre[image: External link]


	
Epoch[image: External link] – Tycho[image: External link]


	
Barbara Barbara, We Face a Shining Future[image: External link] – Underworld[image: External link]


	
Louie Vega Starring...XXVIII[image: External link] – Little Louie Vega[image: External link]
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 Contemporary Instrumental





	Best Contemporary Instrumental Album[image: External link]




	Culcha Vulcha[image: External link] – Snarky Puppy[image: External link]

	
Human Nature – Herb Alpert


	
When You Wish Upon a Star – Bill Frisell[image: External link]


	
Way Back Home: Live from Rochester, NY – Steve Gadd Band[image: External link]


	
Unspoken – Chuck Loeb[image: External link]
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 Rock





	Best Rock Performance[image: External link]




	" Blackstar[image: External link]" – David Bowie

	"Joe" (Live from Austin City Limits[image: External link]) – Alabama Shakes


	"Don't Hurt Yourself[image: External link]" – Beyoncé featuring Jack White


	"The Sound of Silence[image: External link]" (Live on Conan[image: External link]) – Disturbed[image: External link]


	" Heathens[image: External link]" – Twenty One Pilots[image: External link]





	Best Metal Performance[image: External link]




	"Dystopia" – Megadeth[image: External link]

	"Shock Me" – Baroness[image: External link]


	"Silvera" – Gojira[image: External link]


	"Rotting in Vain[image: External link]" – Korn[image: External link]


	"The Price Is Wrong" – Periphery[image: External link]





	Best Rock Song[image: External link]




	
" Blackstar[image: External link]"

	David Bowie, songwriter (David Bowie)





	"Burn the Witch[image: External link]"

	
Radiohead[image: External link], songwriters (Radiohead)





	" Hardwired[image: External link]"

	
James Hetfield[image: External link] & Lars Ulrich[image: External link], songwriters ( Metallica[image: External link])





	" Heathens[image: External link]"

	
Tyler Joseph[image: External link], songwriter (Twenty One Pilots[image: External link])





	"My Name Is Human[image: External link]"

	Rich Meyer, Ryan Meyer & Johnny Stevens, songwriters (Highly Suspect[image: External link])








	Best Rock Album[image: External link]




	Tell Me I'm Pretty[image: External link] – Cage the Elephant[image: External link]

	
California[image: External link] – Blink-182[image: External link]


	
Magma[image: External link] – Gojira[image: External link]


	
Death of a Bachelor[image: External link] – Panic! at the Disco[image: External link]


	
Weezer[image: External link] – Weezer[image: External link]
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 Alternative





	Best Alternative Music Album[image: External link]




	Blackstar – David Bowie

	
22, A Million[image: External link] – Bon Iver


	
The Hope Six Demolition Project[image: External link] – PJ Harvey[image: External link]


	
Post Pop Depression[image: External link] – Iggy Pop[image: External link]


	
A Moon Shaped Pool[image: External link] – Radiohead[image: External link]
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 R&B





	Best R&B Performance[image: External link]




	"Cranes in the Sky[image: External link]" – Solange[image: External link]

	"Turnin' Me Up" – BJ the Chicago Kid[image: External link]


	"Permission" – Ro James[image: External link]


	"I Do" – Musiq Soulchild[image: External link]


	"Needed Me[image: External link]" – Rihanna





	Best Traditional R&B Performance[image: External link]




	"Angel" – Lalah Hathaway[image: External link]

	"The Three of Me" – William Bell[image: External link]


	"Woman's World" – BJ the Chicago Kid[image: External link]


	"Sleeping with the One I Love[image: External link]" – Fantasia[image: External link]


	"Can't Wait" – Jill Scott[image: External link]





	Best R&B Song[image: External link]




	
"Lake by the Ocean[image: External link]"

	Hod David & Musze[image: External link], songwriters (Maxwell)





	"Come and See Me[image: External link]"

	
J. Brathwaite[image: External link], Aubrey Graham & Noah Shebib[image: External link], songwriters (PARTYNEXTDOOR featuring Drake)





	" Exchange[image: External link]"

	Michael Hernandez & Bryson Tiller[image: External link], songwriters (Bryson Tiller)





	"Kiss It Better[image: External link]"

	
Jeff Bhasker, Robyn Fenty, John-Nathan Glass & Teddy Sinclair[image: External link], songwriters (Rihanna)





	" Luv[image: External link]"

	
Magnus August Høiberg[image: External link], Benjamin Levin[image: External link] & Daystar Peterson[image: External link], songwriters (Tory Lanez)








	Best Urban Contemporary Album[image: External link]




	Lemonade – Beyoncé

	
Ology[image: External link] – Gallant[image: External link]


	
We Are King[image: External link] – KING[image: External link]


	
Malibu[image: External link] – Anderson .Paak[image: External link]


	
Anti[image: External link] – Rihanna





	Best R&B Album[image: External link]




	Lalah Hathaway Live[image: External link] – Lalah Hathaway[image: External link]

	
In My Mind[image: External link] – BJ the Chicago Kid[image: External link]


	
Velvet Portraits[image: External link] – Terrace Martin[image: External link]


	
Healing Season[image: External link] – Mint Condition[image: External link]


	
Smoove Jones[image: External link] – Mýa[image: External link]
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 Rap





	Best Rap Performance[image: External link]




	"No Problem[image: External link]" – Chance the Rapper featuring Lil Wayne[image: External link] & 2 Chainz[image: External link]

	" Panda[image: External link]" – Desiigner[image: External link]


	"Pop Style[image: External link]" – Drake featuring The Throne[image: External link]


	"All the Way Up[image: External link]" – Fat Joe[image: External link] & Remy Ma[image: External link] featuring French Montana[image: External link] & Infared

	"THat Part[image: External link]" – ScHoolboy Q[image: External link] featuring Kanye West





	Best Rap/Sung Performance[image: External link]




	"Hotline Bling[image: External link]" – Drake

	" Freedom[image: External link]" – Beyoncé featuring Kendrick Lamar[image: External link]


	" Broccoli[image: External link]" – D.R.A.M.[image: External link] featuring Lil Yachty[image: External link]


	"Ultralight Beam[image: External link]" – Kanye West featuring Chance the Rapper, Kelly Price[image: External link], Kirk Franklin[image: External link] & The-Dream


	" Famous[image: External link]" – Kanye West featuring Rihanna





	Best Rap Song[image: External link]




	
"Hotline Bling[image: External link]"

	Aubrey Graham & Paul Jefferies[image: External link], songwriters (Drake)





	"All the Way Up[image: External link]"

	
Joseph Cartagena[image: External link], Edward Davadi, Shandel Green, Karim Kharbouch[image: External link], Andre Christopher Lyon[image: External link], Reminisce Mackie[image: External link] & Marcello Valenzano[image: External link], songwriters (Fat Joe & Remy Ma featuring French Montana & Infared)





	" Famous[image: External link]"

	
Chancellor Bennett, Ross Birchard[image: External link], Ernest Brown, Andrew Dawson[image: External link], Kasseem Dean[image: External link], Mike Dean[image: External link], Noah Goldstein, Kejuan Muchita[image: External link], Patrick Reynolds, Kanye West, Cydel Young[image: External link] & Malik Yusef[image: External link], songwriters (Kanye West featuring Rihanna)





	"No Problem[image: External link]"

	
Chancellor Bennett, Dwayne Carter[image: External link], Rachel Cato, Peter Cottontale, Tauheed Epps[image: External link], Jonathan Hoard, Cam O'bi, Ivan Rosenberg, Conor Szymanski, Lakeithsha Williams & Jaime Woods, songwriters (Chance the Rapper featuring Lil Wayne and 2 Chainz)





	"Ultralight Beam[image: External link]"

	Chancellor Bennett, Kasseem Dean, Mike Dean, Kirk Franklin[image: External link], Noah Goldstein, Samuel Griesemer[image: External link], Terius Nash, Jerome Potter[image: External link], Kelly Price[image: External link], Nico "Donnie Trumpet" Segal[image: External link], Derek Watkins[image: External link], Kanye West, Cydel Young & Malik Yusef, songwriters (Kanye West featuring Chance The Rapper, Kelly Price, Kirk Franklin & The-Dream)








	Best Rap Album[image: External link]




	Coloring Book[image: External link] – Chance the Rapper

	
and the Anonymous Nobody...[image: External link] – De La Soul[image: External link]


	
Major Key[image: External link] – DJ Khaled[image: External link]


	
Views[image: External link] – Drake


	
Blank Face LP[image: External link] – ScHoolboy Q[image: External link]


	
The Life of Pablo[image: External link] – Kanye West
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 Country





	Best Country Solo Performance[image: External link]




	"My Church[image: External link]" – Maren Morris[image: External link]

	"Love Can Go to Hell" – Brandy Clark[image: External link]


	" Vice[image: External link]" – Miranda Lambert[image: External link]


	"Church Bells[image: External link]" – Carrie Underwood


	"Blue Ain't Your Color[image: External link]" – Keith Urban[image: External link]





	Best Country Duo/Group Performance[image: External link]




	" Jolene[image: External link]" – Pentatonix[image: External link] featuring Dolly Parton[image: External link]

	"Different for Girls[image: External link]" – Dierks Bentley[image: External link] featuring Elle King[image: External link]


	"21 Summer[image: External link]" – Brothers Osborne[image: External link]


	"Setting the World on Fire[image: External link]" – Kenny Chesney[image: External link] & P!nk[image: External link]


	"Think of You[image: External link]" – Chris Young[image: External link] with Cassadee Pope[image: External link]





	Best Country Song[image: External link]




	
"Humble and Kind[image: External link]"

	Lori McKenna[image: External link], songwriter (Tim McGraw[image: External link])





	"Blue Ain't Your Color[image: External link]"

	Clint Lagerberg, Hillary Lindsey[image: External link] & Steven Lee Olsen[image: External link], songwriters (Keith Urban[image: External link])





	"Die a Happy Man[image: External link]"

	
Sean Douglas[image: External link], Thomas Rhett[image: External link] & Joe Spargur[image: External link], songwriters (Thomas Rhett)





	"My Church[image: External link]"

	
busbee[image: External link] & Maren Morris[image: External link], songwriters (Maren Morris)





	" Vice[image: External link]"

	
Miranda Lambert[image: External link], Shane McAnally[image: External link] & Josh Osborne[image: External link], songwriters (Miranda Lambert)








	Best Country Album[image: External link]




	A Sailor's Guide to Earth[image: External link] – Sturgill Simpson[image: External link]

	
Big Day in a Small Town[image: External link] – Brandy Clark[image: External link]


	
Full Circle[image: External link] – Loretta Lynn[image: External link]


	
Hero[image: External link] – Maren Morris[image: External link]


	
Ripcord[image: External link] – Keith Urban[image: External link]
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	Best New Age Album[image: External link]




	White Sun II[image: External link] – White Sun

	
Orogen[image: External link] – John Burke[image: External link]


	
Dark Sky Island[image: External link] – Enya


	
Inner Passion[image: External link] – Peter Kater[image: External link] & Tina Guo[image: External link]


	
Rosetta[image: External link] – Vangelis[image: External link]
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 Jazz





	Best Improvised Jazz Solo[image: External link]




	"I'm So Lonesome I Could Cry" – John Scofield[image: External link], soloist

	"Countdown" – Joey Alexander[image: External link], soloist

	"In Movement" – Ravi Coltrane[image: External link], soloist

	"We See" – Fred Hersch[image: External link], soloist

	"I Concentrate on You" – Brad Mehldau[image: External link], soloist




	Best Jazz Vocal Album[image: External link]




	Take Me to the Alley[image: External link] – Gregory Porter[image: External link]

	
Sound of Red[image: External link] – René Marie[image: External link]


	
Upward Spiral[image: External link] – Branford Marsalis Quartet[image: External link] with special guest Kurt Elling[image: External link]


	
Harlem on My Mind[image: External link] – Catherine Russell[image: External link]


	
The Sting Variations[image: External link] – The Tierney Sutton[image: External link] Band




	Best Jazz Instrumental Album[image: External link]




	Country for Old Men[image: External link] – John Scofield[image: External link]

	
Book of Intuition[image: External link] – Kenny Barron[image: External link] Trio

	
Dr. Um[image: External link] – Peter Erskine[image: External link]


	
Sunday Night at the Vanguard[image: External link] – The Fred Hersch[image: External link] Trio

	
Nearness – Joshua Redman[image: External link] & Brad Mehldau[image: External link]





	Best Large Jazz Ensemble Album[image: External link]




	
Presidential Suite: Eight Variations on Freedom[image: External link] – Ted Nash[image: External link] Big Band

	
Real Enemies[image: External link] – Darcy James Argue[image: External link]'s Secret Society

	
MONK'estra, Vol. 1[image: External link] – John Beasley[image: External link]


	
Kaleidoscope Eyes: Music of the Beatles[image: External link] – John Daversa[image: External link]


	
All L.A. Band – Bob Mintzer[image: External link]





	Best Latin Jazz Album[image: External link]




	Tribute to Irakere: Live in Marciac – Chucho Valdés[image: External link]

	
Entre Colegas[image: External link] – Andy González[image: External link]


	
Madera Latino[image: External link]: A Latin Jazz Perspective on the Music of Woody Shaw – Brian Lynch[image: External link] & various artists

	
Canto América – Michael Spiro/Wayne Wallace La Orquesta Sinfonietta

	
30 – Trio Da Paz[image: External link]
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 Gospel/Contemporary Christian Music





	Best Gospel Performance/Song[image: External link]




	
"God Provides" – Tamela Mann[image: External link]

	Kirk Franklin[image: External link], songwriter





	"It's Alright, It's OK" – Shirley Caesar[image: External link] featuring Anthony Hamilton[image: External link]

	Stanley Brown & Courtney Rumble, songwriters





	"You're Bigger [Live]" – Jekalyn Carr[image: External link]

	Allundria Carr, songwriter





	"Made a Way [Live]" – Travis Greene[image: External link]

	Travis Greene, songwriter





	"Better" – Hezekiah Walker[image: External link]

	Jason Clayborn, Gabriel Hatcher & Hezekiah Walker, songwriters








	Best Contemporary Christian Music Performance/Song[image: External link]




	
"Thy Will" – Hillary Scott & The Scott Family[image: External link]

	Bernie Herms[image: External link], Hillary Scott & Emily Weisband, songwriters





	"Trust in You" – Lauren Daigle[image: External link]

	Lauren Daigle, Michael Farren & Paul Mabury, songwriters





	"Priceless" – For King & Country[image: External link]

	Benjamin Backus, Seth Mosley[image: External link], Joel Smallbone, Luke Smallbone & Tedd Tjornhom[image: External link], songwriters





	"King of the World[image: External link]" – Natalie Grant[image: External link]

	Natalie Grant, Becca Mizell & Samuel Mizell, songwriters





	"Chain Breaker" – Zach Williams[image: External link]

	
Mia Fieldes[image: External link], Jonathan Smith & Zach Williams, songwriters








	Best Gospel Album[image: External link]




	Losing My Religion[image: External link] – Kirk Franklin[image: External link]

	
Listen[image: External link] – Tim Bowman, Jr.[image: External link]


	
Fill This House[image: External link] – Shirley Caesar[image: External link]


	
A Worshipper's Heart [Live] – Todd Dulaney[image: External link]


	
Demonstrate [Live] – William Murphy[image: External link]





	Best Contemporary Christian Music Album[image: External link]




	Love Remains[image: External link] – Hillary Scott & The Scott Family[image: External link]

	
Poets & Saints[image: External link] – All Sons & Daughters[image: External link]


	
American Prodigal[image: External link] – Crowder[image: External link]


	
Be One[image: External link] – Natalie Grant[image: External link]


	
Youth Revival [Live][image: External link] – Hillsong Young & Free[image: External link]





	Best Roots Gospel Album[image: External link]




	Hymns That Are Important to Us[image: External link] – Joey + Rory[image: External link]

	
Better Together[image: External link] – Gaither Vocal Band[image: External link]


	
Nature's Symphony in 432[image: External link] – The Isaacs[image: External link]


	
Hymns and Songs of Inspiration[image: External link] – Gordon Mote[image: External link]


	
God Don't Never Change: The Songs of Blind Willie Johnson[image: External link] – (Various Artists); Jeffrey Gaskill, producer
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 Latin





	Best Latin Pop Album[image: External link]




	Un Besito Más[image: External link] – Jesse & Joy[image: External link]

	
Ilusión – Gaby Moreno[image: External link]


	
Similares[image: External link] – Laura Pausini[image: External link]


	
Seguir Latiendo – Sanalejo

	
Buena Vida[image: External link] – Diego Torres[image: External link]





	Best Latin Rock, Urban or Alternative Album[image: External link]




	iLevitable – ile[image: External link]

	
L.H.O.N. (La Humanidad o Nosotros) – Illya Kuryaki & The Valderamas

	
Buenaventura – La Santa Cecilia[image: External link]


	
Los Rakas – Los Rakas[image: External link]


	
Amor Supremo[image: External link] – Carla Morrison[image: External link]





	Best Regional Mexican Music Album (Including Tejano)[image: External link]




	Un Azteca en el Azteca, Vol. 1 (En Vivo) – Vicente Fernández[image: External link]

	
Raíces – Banda El Recodo de Cruz Lizárraga

	
Hecho a Mano – Joss Favela

	
Generación Maquinaria Est. 2006 – La Maquinaria Norteña

	
Tributo a Joan Sebastian y Rigoberto Alfaro – Mariachi Divas de Cindy Shea[image: External link]





	Best Tropical Latin Album[image: External link]




	Donde Están? – Jose Lugo & Guasábara Combo

	
Conexión – Fonseca[image: External link]


	
La Fantasia Homenaje a Juan Formell – Formell y Los Van Van

	
35 Aniversario – Grupo Niche[image: External link]


	
La Sonora Santanera en Su 60 Aniversario – Sonora Santanera[image: External link]
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 American Roots





	Best American Roots Performance[image: External link]




	"House of Mercy" – Sarah Jarosz[image: External link]

	"Ain't No Man" – The Avett Brothers[image: External link]


	"Mother's Children Have a Hard Time" – The Blind Boys of Alabama[image: External link]


	"Factory Girl" – Rhiannon Giddens[image: External link]


	"Wreck You" – Lori McKenna[image: External link]





	Best American Roots Song[image: External link]




	
"Kid Sister"

	Vince Gill[image: External link], songwriter (The Time Jumpers[image: External link])





	"Alabama at Night"

	
Robbie Fulks[image: External link], songwriter (Robbie Fulks)





	"City Lights"

	
Jack White, songwriter (Jack White/The White Stripes[image: External link])





	"Gulfstream"

	Eric Adcock & Roddie Romero, songwriters (Roddie Romero and the Hub City All-Stars)





	"Wreck You"

	
Lori McKenna[image: External link] & Felix McTeigue[image: External link], songwriters (Lori McKenna)








	Best Americana Album[image: External link]




	This Is Where I Live[image: External link] – William Bell[image: External link]

	
True Sadness[image: External link] – The Avett Brothers[image: External link]


	
The Cedar Creek Sessions[image: External link] – Kris Kristofferson[image: External link]


	
The Bird and the Rifle[image: External link] – Lori McKenna[image: External link]


	
Kid Sister[image: External link] – The Time Jumpers[image: External link]





	Best Bluegrass Album[image: External link]




	Coming Home – O'Connor Band with Mark O'Connor[image: External link]

	
Original Traditional[image: External link] – Blue Highway[image: External link]


	
Burden Bearer[image: External link] – Doyle Lawson[image: External link] & Quicksilver

	
The Hazel and Alice Sessions[image: External link] – Laurie Lewis[image: External link] & The Right Hands

	
North by South[image: External link] – Claire Lynch[image: External link]





	Best Traditional Blues Album[image: External link]




	Porcupine Meat[image: External link] – Bobby Rush[image: External link]

	
Can't Shake the Feeling – Lurrie Bell[image: External link]


	
Live at the Greek Theatre[image: External link] – Joe Bonamassa[image: External link]


	
Blues & Ballads (A Folksinger's Songbook: Volumes I & II) – Luther Dickinson[image: External link]


	
The Soul of Jimmie Rodgers – Vasti Jackson[image: External link]





	Best Contemporary Blues Album[image: External link]




	The Last Days of Oakland[image: External link] – Fantastic Negrito[image: External link]

	
Love Wins Again[image: External link] – Janiva Magness[image: External link]


	
Bloodline[image: External link] – Kenny Neal[image: External link]


	
Give It Back to You – The Record Company[image: External link]


	
Everybody Wants a Piece[image: External link] – Joe Louis Walker[image: External link]





	Best Folk Album[image: External link]




	Undercurrent[image: External link] – Sarah Jarosz[image: External link]

	
Silver Skies Blue[image: External link] – Judy Collins[image: External link] & Ari Hest[image: External link]


	
Upland Stories[image: External link] – Robbie Fulks[image: External link]


	
Factory Girl[image: External link] – Rhiannon Giddens[image: External link]


	
Weighted Mind[image: External link] – Sierra Hull[image: External link]





	Best Regional Music Album[image: External link]




	E Walea – Kalani Pe'a

	
Broken Promised Land – Barry Jean Ancelet[image: External link] & Sam Broussard

	
It's a Cree Thing – Northern Cree[image: External link]


	
Gulfstream – Roddie Romero and the Hub City All-Stars

	
I Wanna Sing Right: Rediscovering Lomax in the Evangeline Country – (Various Artists); Joshua Caffery & Joel Savoy[image: External link], producers
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 Reggae





	Best Reggae Album[image: External link]




	Ziggy Marley[image: External link] – Ziggy Marley[image: External link]

	
Sly & Robbie Presents... Reggae For Her – Devin Di Dakta & J.L

	
Rose Petals – J Boog[image: External link]


	
Everlasting – Raging Fyah[image: External link]


	
Falling Into Place[image: External link] – Rebelution[image: External link]


	
SOJA: Live in Virginia – SOJA[image: External link]
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 World Music





	Best World Music Album[image: External link]




	Sing Me Home – Yo-Yo Ma[image: External link] & The Silk Road Ensemble[image: External link]

	Destiny[image: External link] – Celtic Woman[image: External link]

	
Walking in the Footsteps of Our Fathers – Ladysmith Black Mambazo[image: External link]


	
Land of Gold – Anoushka Shankar[image: External link]


	
Dois Amigos, Um Século de Música: Multishow Live – Caetano Veloso[image: External link] & Gilberto Gil[image: External link]
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 Children





	Best Children's Album[image: External link]




	Infinity Plus One – Secret Agent 23 Skidoo[image: External link]

	
Explorer of the World – Frances England[image: External link]


	
Novelties – Recess Monkey[image: External link]


	
Press Play – Brady Rymer And The Little Band That Could

	
Saddle Up – The Okee Dokee Brothers[image: External link]
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 Spoken Word





	
Best Spoken Word Album[image: External link] (includes Poetry, Audio Books and Storytelling)




	In Such Good Company[image: External link]: Eleven Years of Laughter, Mayhem, and Fun in the Sandbox – Carol Burnett[image: External link]

	
The Girl with the Lower Back Tattoo[image: External link] – Amy Schumer[image: External link]


	
M Train[image: External link] – Patti Smith[image: External link]


	
Under the Big Black Sun: A Personal History of L.A.Punk (John Doe with Tom DeSavia) – (Various Artists)

	
Unfaithful Music & Disappearing Ink[image: External link] – Elvis Costello[image: External link]
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 Comedy





	Best Comedy Album[image: External link]




	Talking for Clapping – Patton Oswalt[image: External link]

	
...America...Great... – David Cross[image: External link]


	
American Myth – Margaret Cho[image: External link]


	
Boyish Girl Interrupted – Tig Notaro[image: External link]


	
Live at the Apollo – Amy Schumer[image: External link]
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 Musical Theatre





	Best Musical Theater Album[image: External link]




	The Color Purple[image: External link] – Danielle Brooks[image: External link], Cynthia Erivo[image: External link] & Jennifer Hudson[image: External link], principal soloists; Stephen Bray[image: External link], Van Dean, Frank Filipetti[image: External link], Roy Furman, Joan Raffe, Scott Sanders[image: External link] & Jhett Tolentino[image: External link], producers; (Stephen Bray[image: External link], Brenda Russell[image: External link] & Allee Willis[image: External link], composers/lyricists) (New Broadway Cast)

	
Bright Star[image: External link] – Carmen Cusack[image: External link], principal soloist; Jay Alix, Peter Asher & Una Jackman, producers; Steve Martin[image: External link], composer; Edie Brickell[image: External link], composer & lyricist (Original Broadway Cast)

	
Fiddler on the Roof[image: External link] – Danny Burstein[image: External link], principal soloist; Louise Gund, David Lai & Ted Sperling[image: External link], producers; (Jerry Bock[image: External link], composer; Sheldon Harnick[image: External link], lyricist) (2016 Broadway Cast)

	
Kinky Boots[image: External link] – Killian Donnelly[image: External link] & Matt Henry, principal soloists; Sammy James, Jr., Cyndi Lauper, Stephen Oremus[image: External link] & William Wittman, producers; (Cyndi Lauper, composer & lyricist) (Original West End Cast)

	
Waitress[image: External link] – Jessie Mueller[image: External link], principal soloist; Neal Avron[image: External link], Sara Bareilles[image: External link] & Nadia DiGiallonardo, producers; Sara Bareilles[image: External link], composer & lyricist (Original Broadway Cast)
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 Music for Visual Media





	Best Compilation Soundtrack for Visual Media[image: External link]




	
Miles Ahead[image: External link] – (Miles Davis[image: External link] & Various Artists)

	Steve Berkowitz, Don Cheadle[image: External link] & Robert Glasper[image: External link], compilation producers





	
Amy[image: External link] – (Various Artists)

	
Salaam Remi[image: External link] & Mark Ronson, compilation producers





	
Straight Outta Compton[image: External link] – (Various Artists)

	
O'Shea Jackson[image: External link] & Andre Young[image: External link], compilation producers





	
Suicide Squad (Collector's Edition)[image: External link] – (Various Artists)

	
Mike Caren[image: External link], Darren Higman & Kevin Weaver[image: External link], compilation producers





	
Vinyl: The Essentials Season 1[image: External link] – (Various Artists)

	
Stewart Lerman[image: External link], Randall Poster & Kevin Weaver[image: External link], compilation producers








	Best Score Soundtrack for Visual Media[image: External link]




	Star Wars: The Force Awakens[image: External link] – John Williams[image: External link], composer

	
Bridge of Spies[image: External link] – Thomas Newman[image: External link], composer

	
Quentin Tarantino's The Hateful Eight[image: External link] – Ennio Morricone[image: External link], composer

	
The Revenant[image: External link] – Alva Noto[image: External link] & Ryuichi Sakamoto[image: External link], composers

	
Stranger Things Volume 1[image: External link] – Kyle Dixon & Michael Stein, composers

	
Stranger Things Volume 2[image: External link] – Kyle Dixon & Michael Stein, composers




	Best Song Written for Visual Media




	"Can't Stop the Feeling![image: External link]" – Max Martin[image: External link], Shellback[image: External link] & Justin Timberlake, songwriters (performed by Justin Timberlake, Anna Kendrick[image: External link], Gwen Stefani[image: External link], James Corden, Zooey Deschanel[image: External link], Walt Dohrn[image: External link], Ron Funches[image: External link], Caroline Hjelt[image: External link], Aino Jawo[image: External link], Christopher Mintz-Plasse[image: External link] & Kunal Nayyar[image: External link])

	" Heathens[image: External link]" – Tyler Joseph[image: External link], songwriter (performed by Twenty One Pilots[image: External link])

	"Just Like Fire[image: External link]" – Oscar Holter, Max Martin, P!nk & Shellback, songwriters (performed by P!nk)

	"Purple Lamborghini[image: External link]" – Shamann Cooke, Sonny Moore[image: External link] & William Roberts[image: External link], songwriters (performed by Skrillex & Rick Ross)

	"Try Everything[image: External link]" – Mikkel S. Eriksen[image: External link], Sia (musician) & Tor Erik Hermansen[image: External link], songwriters (performed by Shakira[image: External link])

	"The Veil[image: External link]" – Peter Gabriel[image: External link], songwriter (performed by Peter Gabriel)
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 Composing





	Best Instrumental Composition[image: External link]




	
"Spoken at Midnight"

	Ted Nash[image: External link], composer (Ted Nash Big Band)





	"Bridge of Spies (End Title)[image: External link]"

	
Thomas Newman[image: External link], composer (Thomas Newman)





	"The Expensive Train Set (An Epic Sarahnade for Big Band)"

	
Tim Davies[image: External link], composer (Tim Davies Big Band)





	"Flow"

	Alan Ferber, composer (Alan Ferber Nonet)





	"L'Ultima Diligenza Di Red Rock – Verisione Integrale[image: External link]"

	
Ennio Morricone[image: External link], composer (Ennio Morricone)
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 Arranging





	Best Arrangement, Instrumental or A Cappella[image: External link]




	
You and I

	Jacob Collier[image: External link], arranger (Jacob Collier)





	
Ask Me Now

	
John Beasley[image: External link], arranger (John Beasley)





	
Good 'Swing' Wenceslas

	
Sammy Nestico[image: External link], arranger (The Count Basie Orchestra)





	
Linus & Lucy

	
Christian Jacob[image: External link], arranger (The Phil Norman Tentet)





	
Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds

	
John Daversa[image: External link], arranger (John Daversa)





	
We Three Kings

	
Ted Nash[image: External link], arranger (Jazz At Lincoln Center Orchestra With Wynton Marsalis)








	Best Arrangement, Instruments and Vocals[image: External link]




	
Flintstones[image: External link]

	Jacob Collier, arranger (Jacob Collier)





	
Do You Hear What I Hear?

	
Gordon Goodwin[image: External link], arranger (Gordon Goodwin's Big Phat Band[image: External link] Featuring Take 6[image: External link])





	
Do You Want to Know a Secret

	John Daversa, arranger (John Daversa Featuring Renee Olstead[image: External link])





	The Music

	Alan Broadbent, arranger (Kristin Chenoweth[image: External link])





	
Somewhere (Dirty Blvd) (Extended Version)

	
Billy Childs[image: External link] & Larry Klein[image: External link], arrangers (Lang Lang Featuring Lisa Fischer & Jeffrey Wright)
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 Packaging





	Best Recording Package[image: External link]




	
Blackstar

	Jonathan Barnbrook[image: External link], art director (David Bowie)





	
Anti[image: External link] (Deluxe Edition)

	Ciarra Pardo & Robyn Fenty, art directors (Rihanna)





	
Human Performance[image: External link]

	Andrew Savage, art director (Parquet Courts[image: External link])





	
Sunset Motel

	Sarah Dodds & Shauna Dodds, art directors (Reckless Kelly[image: External link])





	
22, A Million[image: External link]

	Eric Timothy Carlson, art director (Bon Iver)








	Best Boxed or Special Limited Edition Package[image: External link]




	
Édith Piaf 1915–2015

	Gérard Lo Monaco, art director (Édith Piaf[image: External link])





	
401 Days

	
Jonathan Dagan[image: External link] & Mathias Høst Normark, art directors (J.Views)





	
I Like It When You Sleep, For You Are So Beautiful Yet So Unaware Of It[image: External link]

	Samuel Burgess-Johnson & Matthew Healy, art directors (The 1975[image: External link])





	
Paper Wheels[image: External link] (Deluxe Limited Edition)

	Matt Taylor, art director (Trey Anastasio[image: External link])





	
Tug of War[image: External link] (Deluxe Edition)

	Simon Earith & James Musgrave, art directors (Paul McCartney[image: External link])
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 Notes




Best Album Notes[image: External link]


	
Sissle and Blake Sing Shuffle Along[image: External link]

	Ken Bloom[image: External link] & Richard Carlin, album notes writers (Eubie Blake[image: External link] & Noble Sissle[image: External link])





	
The Complete Monument & Columbia Albums Collection[image: External link]

	
Mikal Gilmore[image: External link], album notes writer (Kris Kristofferson[image: External link])





	
The Knoxville Sessions, 1929–1930: Knox County Stomp

	Ted Olson & Tony Russell, album notes writers (Various Artists)





	
Ork Records: New York, New York

	Rob Sevier & Ken Shipley, album notes writers (Various Artists)





	
Waxing The Gospel: Mass Evangelism & The Phonograph, 1890–1990

	Richard Martin, album notes writer (Various Artists)
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 Historical





	Best Historical Album[image: External link]




	
The Cutting Edge 1965–1966: The Bootleg Series, Vol. 12[image: External link] (Collector's Edition)

	Steve Berkowitz & Jeff Rosen[image: External link], compilation producers; Mark Wilder, mastering engineer (Bob Dylan)





	
Music of Morocco from the Library of Congress: Recorded By Paul Bowles[image: External link], 1959

	April G. Ledbetter, Steven Lance Ledbetter, Bill Nowlin & Philip D. Schuyler, compilation producers; Rick Fisher & Michael Graves, mastering engineers (Various Artists)





	
Ork Records: New York, New York

	Rob Sevier & Ken Shipley, compilation producers; Jeff Lipton & Maria Rice, mastering engineers (Various Artists)





	
Vladimir Horowitz: The Unreleased Live Recordings 1966–1983

	Bernard Horowitz, Andreas K. Meyer & Robert Russ, compilation producers; Andreas K. Meyer & Jeanne Montalvo, mastering engineers (Vladimir Horowitz[image: External link])





	
Waxing The Gospel: Mass Evangelism & the Phonograph, 1890–1990

	Michael Devecka, Meagan Hennessey & Richard Martin, compilation producers; Michael Devecka, David Giovannoni, Michael Khanchalian & Richard Martin, mastering engineers (Various Artists)
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 Engineered Album





	Best Engineered Album, Non-Classical[image: External link]




	
Blackstar

	David Bowie, Tom Elmhirst, Kevin Killen[image: External link] & Tony Visconti[image: External link], engineers; Joe LaPorta[image: External link], mastering engineer (David Bowie)





	
Are You Serious[image: External link]

	
Tchad Blake[image: External link] & David Boucher, engineers; Bob Ludwig, mastering engineer (Andrew Bird[image: External link])





	
Dig In Deep[image: External link]

	Ryan Freeland, engineer; Kim Rosen, mastering engineer (Bonnie Raitt)





	
Hit N Run Phase Two[image: External link]

	Booker T., Dylan Dresdow[image: External link], Chris James, Prince[image: External link] & Justin Stanley[image: External link], engineers; Dylan Dresdow, mastering engineer (Prince)





	
Undercurrent[image: External link]

	Shani Gandhi & Gary Paczosa[image: External link], engineers; Paul Blakemore, mastering engineer (Sarah Jarosz[image: External link])







Best Engineered Album, Classical[image: External link]


	
The Ghosts of Versailles[image: External link]

	Mark Donahue, Fred Vogler & David L Williams, engineers (James Conlon, Guanqun Yu, Joshua Guerrero, Patricia Racette[image: External link], Christopher Maltman, Lucy Schaufer, Lucas Meachem, Los Angeles Opera[image: External link] Chorus and Orchestra)





	
Dutilleux[image: External link]: Sur le même accord[image: External link]; Les Citations; Mystère de l'instant & Timbres, espace, mouvement[image: External link]

	Alexander Lipay & Dmitriy Lipay, engineers (Ludovic Morlot & Seattle Symphony[image: External link])





	
Reflections

	Morten Lindberg, engineer (Øyvind Gimse, Geir Inge Lotsberg & Trondheimsolistene)





	
Shadow of Sirius

	Silas Brown & David Frost, engineers; Silas Brown





	
Shostakovich[image: External link]: Under Stalin's Shadow – Symphonies Nos. 5,[image: External link] 8[image: External link] & 9[image: External link]

	Shawn Murphy & Nick Squire, engineers; Tim Martyn, mastering engineer (Andris Nelsons[image: External link] & Boston Symphony Orchestra[image: External link])
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 Producer





	Producer of the Year, Non-Classical[image: External link]




	
Greg Kurstin

	"Cheap Thrills[image: External link]" (Sia featuring Sean Paul[image: External link])

	"Hello" (Adele)

	
Love You to Death[image: External link] (Tegan and Sara[image: External link])

	"Million Years Ago" (Adele)

	"Something in the Way You Move[image: External link]" (Ellie Goulding[image: External link])

	"Water Under the Bridge" (Adele)





	
Benny Blanco[image: External link]

	"Cold Water[image: External link]" (Major Lazer[image: External link] featuring Justin Bieber & MØ[image: External link])

	" Friends[image: External link]" (Francis and the Lights[image: External link] featuring Bon Iver)

	"Kill Em with Kindness[image: External link]" (Selena Gomez[image: External link])

	"Love Yourself" (Justin Bieber)

	" Luv[image: External link]" (Tory Lanez[image: External link])

	"Wild Love" (Cashmere Cat[image: External link] featuring The Weeknd[image: External link] & Francis and the Lights[image: External link])





	
Max Martin[image: External link]

	"Can't Stop the Feeling![image: External link]" (Justin Timberlake)

	"Dangerous Woman[image: External link]" (Ariana Grande[image: External link])

	"Into You[image: External link]" (Ariana Grande)

	"Just Like Fire[image: External link]" (P!nk)

	" Rise[image: External link]" (Katy Perry[image: External link])

	"Send My Love (To Your New Lover)" (Adele)

	"Side to Side[image: External link]" (Ariana Grande featuring Nicki Minaj[image: External link])





	
Nineteen85[image: External link]

	"For Free[image: External link]" (DJ Khaled[image: External link] featuring Drake)

	"Hotline Bling[image: External link]" (Drake)

	"Not Nice" ( PartyNextDoor[image: External link])

	"One Dance" (Drake featuring Wizkid & Kyla)

	"Rising Water" (James Vincent McMorrow[image: External link])

	
Sept. 5th[image: External link] ( dvsn[image: External link])

	"Too Good" (Drake featuring Rihanna)

	
We Move[image: External link] (James Vincent McMorrow)





	
Ricky Reed[image: External link]

	" Better[image: External link]" (Meghan Trainor featuring Yo Gotti[image: External link])

	"Cruel World" ( Phantogram[image: External link])

	"Girls Talk Boys[image: External link]" (5 Seconds of Summer[image: External link])

	" HandClap[image: External link]" (Fitz and The Tantrums[image: External link])

	"Me Too[image: External link]" (Meghan Trainor)

	" No[image: External link]" (Meghan Trainor)

	"Sober" (DJ Snake[image: External link] featuring JRY)

	"You Don't Get Me High Anymore" (Phantogram)







Producer of the Year, Classical[image: External link]


	
David Frost[image: External link]

	
Bach[image: External link]: The Cello Suites[image: External link] According to Anna Magdalena[image: External link] (Matt Haimovitz[image: External link])

	
Bates[image: External link]: Anthology of Fantastic Zoology[image: External link] (Riccardo Muti[image: External link] & Chicago Symphony Orchestra[image: External link])

	Beethoven: Piano Sonatas[image: External link], Vol. 5 (Jonathan Biss[image: External link])

	Brahms & Dvořák: Serenades (Boston Symphony Chamber Players[image: External link])

	
Fitelberg[image: External link]: Chamber Works (ARC Ensemble)

	Ispirare (Melia Watras[image: External link])

	Overtures to Bach (Matt Haimovitz[image: External link])

	
Schoenberg[image: External link]: Kol Nidre; Shostakovich: Suite on Verses of Michelangelo Buonarroti[image: External link] (Ildar Abdrazakov[image: External link], Alberto Mizrahi, Riccardo Muti[image: External link], Duain Wolfe[image: External link], Chicago Symphony Orchestra[image: External link] and Chorus)

	Shadow of Sirius (Jerry F. Junkin and The University Of Texas Wind Ensemble)





	
Blanton Alspaugh[image: External link]

	The Aeolian Organ[image: External link] at Duke University Chapel[image: External link] (Christopher Jacobson)

	Bolcom: Canciones De Lorca & Prometheus (René Barbera, Jeffrey Biegel, Carl St. Clair, Pacific Chorale & Pacific Symphony)

	Brahms: The Four Symphonies (Leonard Slatkin[image: External link] & Detroit Symphony Orchestra[image: External link])

	
Copland[image: External link]: Appalachian Spring[image: External link] Complete Ballet; Hear Ye! Hear Ye! (Leonard Slatkin & Detroit Symphony Orchestra)

	
Corigliano[image: External link]: The Ghosts of Versailles[image: External link] (James Conlon, Guanqun Yu, Joshua Guerrero, Patricia Racette[image: External link], Christopher Maltman, Lucy Schaufer, Lucas Meachem, Los Angeles Opera[image: External link] Chorus & Orchestra)

	Dvořák: Symphonies Nos. 7 & 8 (Andrés Orozco-Estrada & Houston Symphony)

	Dvořák: Symphony No. 6; Slavonic Dances (Andrés Orozoco-Estrada & Houston Symphony)

	Floyd: Wuthering Heights (Joseph Mechavich, Heather Buck, Vale Rideout, Susanne Mentzer, Kelly Markgraf, Georgia Jarman, Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra & Florentine Opera Company)





	Marina A. Ledin, Victor Ledin

	Friedman: Original Piano Compositions (Joseph Banowetz)

	Moszkowski: From Foreign Lands (Martin West & San Francisco Ballet Orchestra[image: External link])





	Judith Sherman

	American First Sonatas (Cecile Licad)

	Berlin: This Is The Life! (Rick Benjamin & Paragon Ragtime Orchestra)

	Centennial Commissions, Vol. II (Charles Neidich & Pro Arte Quartet)

	Gernsheim & Brahms: Piano Quintets (Reiko Uchida & Formosa Quartet)

	Latin American & Spanish Masterpieces For Flute & Piano (Stephanie Jutt)

	Similar Motion (Momenta Quartet)

	Tchaikovsky: Complete Works For Violin & Orchestra (Jennifer Koh, Alexander Vedernikov & Odense Symphony Orchestra)

	Tower: String Quartets Nos. 3-5 & Dumbarton Quintet (Miami String Quartet)





	Robina G. Young

	Johnson: Considering Matthew Shepard (Craig Hella Johnson & Conspirare)

	Lutosławski: Concerto For Orchestra; Brahms: Piano Quartet (Miguel Harth-Bedoya & Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra)

	Mozart: Keyboard Music, Vols. 8 & 9 (Kristian Bezuidenhout)

	Prokofiev: Piano Concertos Nos. 2 & 5 (Vadym Kholodenko, Miguel Harth-Bedoya & Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra)

	A Wondrous Mystery – Renaissance Choral Music for Christmas (Stile Antico[image: External link])
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 Remixer





	Best Remixed Recording, Non-Classical[image: External link]




	
"Tearing Me Up" (RAC Remix)

	André Allen Anjos[image: External link], remixer (Bob Moses[image: External link])





	'"Cali Coast" (Psionics Remix)

	Josh Williams, remixer (Soul Pacific)





	"Heavy Star Movin'" (staRo Remix)

	staRo, remixer (The Silver Lake Chorus)





	"Nineteen Hundred and Eighty-Five[image: External link]" (Timo Maas & James Teej Remix)

	Timo Maas & James Teej, remixers (Paul McCartney & Wings)





	"Only" (Kaskade × Lipless Remix)

	
Kaskade[image: External link] & Lipless, remixer (Ry X[image: External link])





	"Wide Open" (Joe Goddard Remix)

	Joe Goddard, remixer (The Chemical Brothers[image: External link])
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 Surround Sound




Best Surround Sound Album[image: External link]


	
Dutilleux[image: External link]: Sur le même accord[image: External link]; Les Citations; Mystère de l'instant & Timbres, espace, mouvement[image: External link]

	Alexander Lipay & Dmitriy Lipay, surround mix engineers; Dmitriy Lipay, surround mastering engineer; Dmitriy Lipay, surround producer (Ludovic Morlot[image: External link] & Seattle Symphony[image: External link])





	
Johnson: Considering Matthew Shephard

	Brad Michel, surround mix engineer; Brad Michel, surround mastering engineer; Robina G. Young, surround producer (Craig Hella Johnson[image: External link] & Conspirare[image: External link])





	
Maja S.K. Ratkje: And Sing ...

	
Morten Lindberg[image: External link], surround mix engineer; Morten Lindberg, surround mastering engineer; Morten Lindberg, surround producer (Maja S.K. Ratkje[image: External link], Cikada & Oslo Sinfonietta)





	
Primus & The Chocolate Factory[image: External link]

	
Les Claypool[image: External link], surround mix engineer; Stephen Marcussen[image: External link], surround mastering engineer; Les Claypool, surround producer ( Primus[image: External link])





	
Reflections

	Morten Lindberg, surround mix engineer; Morten Lindberg, surround mastering engineer; Morten Lindberg, surround producer (Øyvind Gimse, Geir Inge Lotsberg & Trondheimsolistene[image: External link])
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 Classical




Best Orchestral Performance[image: External link]


	
Shostakovich[image: External link]: Under Stalin's Shadow – Symphonies Nos. 5,[image: External link] 8[image: External link] & 9[image: External link]

	Andris Nelsons[image: External link], conductor (Boston Symphony Orchestra[image: External link])





	
Bates[image: External link]: Works for Orchestra

	
Michael Tilson Thomas[image: External link], conductor (San Francisco Symphony[image: External link])





	
Ibert: Orchestral Works

	
Neeme Järvi[image: External link], conductor (Orchestre de la Suisse Romande[image: External link])





	
Prokofiev: Symphony No. 5 In B-flat major, Op. 100

	
Mariss Jansons[image: External link], conductor (Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra[image: External link])





	
Rouse: Odna Zhizn; Symphonies 3 & 4; Prospero's Rooms

	
Alan Gilbert[image: External link], conductor (New York Philharmonic[image: External link])








	Best Opera Recording[image: External link]




	
Corigliano[image: External link]: The Ghosts of Versailles[image: External link]

	James Conlon[image: External link], conductor; Joshua Guerrero, Christopher Maltman, Lucas Meachem, Patricia Racette[image: External link], Lucy Schaufer & Guanqun Yu[image: External link], soloists; Blanton Alspaugh[image: External link], producer (Los Angeles Opera[image: External link] Orchestra and Chorus)





	
Handel[image: External link]: Giulio Cesare[image: External link]

	
Giovanni Antonini[image: External link], conductor; Cecilia Bartoli[image: External link], Philippe Jaroussky[image: External link], Andreas Scholl[image: External link] & Anne-Sofie von Otter[image: External link], soloists; Samuel Theis, producer (Il Giardino Armonico[image: External link])





	
Higdon[image: External link]: Cold Mountain[image: External link]

	
Miguel Harth-Bedoya[image: External link], conductor; Emily Fons, Nathan Gunn[image: External link], Isabel Leonard[image: External link] & Jay Hunter Morris[image: External link], soloists; Elizabeth Ostrow, producer (The Santa Fe Opera Orchestra; Santa Fe Opera Apprentice Program for Singers)





	
Mozart[image: External link]: Le Nozze De Figaro[image: External link]

	
Yannick Nézet-Séguin[image: External link], conductor; Thomas Hampson[image: External link], Christiane Karg, Luca Pisaroni[image: External link] & Sonya Yoncheva[image: External link], soloists; Daniel Zalay, producer (Chamber Orchestra of Europe[image: External link]; Vocalensemble Rastatt)





	
Szymanowski[image: External link]: Król Roger[image: External link]

	
Antonio Pappano[image: External link], conductor; Georgia Jarman, Mariusz Kwiecień[image: External link] & Saimir Pirgu[image: External link], soloists; Jonathan Allen, producer (Orchestra Of The Royal Opera House; Royal Opera Chorus)








	Best Choral Performance[image: External link]




	
Penderecki Conducts Penderecki, Volume 1

	Krzysztof Penderecki[image: External link], conductor; Henryk Wojnarowski, choir director (Nikolay Didenko, Agnieszka Rehlis & Johanna Rusanen, soloists; Warsaw Philharmonic Orchestra[image: External link], orchestra; Warsaw Philharmonic Choir, choir)





	
Himmelrand

	Elisabeth Holte, conductor (Marianne Reidarsdatter Eriksen, Ragnfrid Lie & Matilda Sterby, soloists; Inger-Lise Ulsrud, accompanist; Uranienborg Vokalensemble, choir)





	
Janáček[image: External link]: Glagolitic Mass[image: External link]

	
Edward Gardner[image: External link], conductor; Håkon Matti Skrede, chorus master (Susan Bickley, Gábor Bretz, Sara Jakubiak & Stuart Skelton, soloists; Thomas Trotter[image: External link], accompanist; Bergen Philharmonic Orchestra[image: External link], orchestra; Bergen Cathedral Choir, Bergen Philharmonic Choir, Choir of Collegium Musicum & Edvard Grieg Kor, choirs)





	
Lloyd: Bonhoeffer

	
Donald Nally[image: External link], conductor (Malavika Godbole, John Grecia, Rebecca Harris & Thomas Mesa, soloists; The Crossing[image: External link], ensemble)





	
Steinberg: Passion Week

	
Steven Fox[image: External link], conductor (The Clarion Choir)








	Best Chamber Music/Small Ensemble Performance[image: External link]




	
Third Coast Percussion[image: External link]

	Steve Reich





	
Fitelberg[image: External link]: Chamber Works

	ARC Ensemble[image: External link]





	
Reflections

	Øyvind Gimse, Geir Inge Lotsberg & Trondheimsolistene[image: External link]






	
Serious Business

	Spektral Quartet[image: External link]





	
Trios fom Our Homelands

	Lincoln Trio[image: External link]







Best Classical Instrumental Solo[image: External link]


	
Daugherty[image: External link]: Tales of Hemingway[image: External link]

	Zuill Bailey[image: External link]; Giancarlo Guerrero[image: External link], conductor (Nashville Symphony[image: External link])





	
Adams, J.: Scheherazade.2

	Leila Josefowicz; David Robertson, conductor (Chester Englander; St. Louis Symphony)





	
Dvorák: Violin Concerto & Romance; Suk: Fantasy

	Christian Tetzlaff; John Storgårds, conductor (Helsinki Philharmonic Orchestra)





	
Mozart: Keyboard Music, Vols. 8 & 9

	Kristian Bezuidenhout





	
1930's Violin Concertos, Vol. 2

	Gil Shaham; Stéphane Denève, conductor (The Knights & Stuttgart Radio Symphony Orchestra)







Best Classical Solo Vocal Album[image: External link]


	
Schumann[image: External link] & Berg[image: External link]

	Dorothea Röschmann[image: External link]; Mitsuko Uchida[image: External link], accompanist





	
Shakespeare Songs

	Ian Bostridge; Antonio Pappano, accompanist (Michael Collins, Elizabeth Kenny, Lawrence Power & Adam Walker)





	
Monteverdi

	Magdalena Kožená; Andrea Marcon, conductor (David Feldman, Michael Feyfar, Jakob Pilgram & Luca Tittoto; La Cetra Barockorchester Basel)





	
Mozart: The Weber Sisters

	Sabine Devieilhe; Raphaël Pichon, conductor (Pygmalion)





	
Verismo

	Anna Netrebko; Antonio Pappano, conductor (Yusif Eyvazov; Coro Dell'Accademia Nazionale Di Santa Cecilia; Orchestra Dell'Accademia Nazionale Di Santa Cecilia)







Best Classical Compendium[image: External link]


	
Daugherty[image: External link]: Tales of Hemingway[image: External link]; American Gothic; Once Upon a Castle

	Giancarlo Guerrero[image: External link], conductor; Tim Handley, producer





	
Gesualdo[image: External link]

	
Tõnu Kaljuste[image: External link], conductor; Manfred Eicher, producer





	
Vaughan Williams[image: External link]: Discoveries

	
Martyn Brabbins[image: External link], conductor; Ann McKay, producer





	
Wolfgang: Passing Through

	Judith Farmer & Gernot Wolfgang, producers





	
Zappa: 200 Motels[image: External link]

	The Suites – Esa-Pekka Salonen[image: External link], conductor; Frank Filipetti[image: External link] & Gail Zappa[image: External link], producers







Best Contemporary Classical Composition[image: External link]


	
Daugherty[image: External link]: Tales of Hemingway[image: External link]

	Michael Daugherty, composer (Zuill Bailey[image: External link], Giancarlo Guerrero[image: External link] & Nashville Symphony[image: External link])





	
Bates[image: External link]: Anthology of Fantastic Zoology[image: External link]

	Mason Bates, composer (Riccardo Muti[image: External link] & Chicago Symphony Orchestra[image: External link])





	
Higdon: Cold Mountain[image: External link]

	
Jennifer Higdon[image: External link], composer; Gene Scheer[image: External link], librettist





	
Theofanidis: Bassoon Concerto

	
Christopher Theofanidis[image: External link], composer (Martin Kuuskmann[image: External link], Barry Jekowsky[image: External link] & Northwest Sinfonia[image: External link])





	
Winger: Conversations with Nijinsky

	
C. F. Kip Winger[image: External link], composer (Martin West & San Francisco Ballet Orchestra[image: External link])
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 Music Video/Film





	Best Music Video[image: External link]




	
" Formation[image: External link]" – Beyoncé

	Melina Matsoukas[image: External link], video director; Candice Dragonas, Juliette Larthe, Nathan Scherrer[image: External link] & Inga Veronique, video producers





	"River" – Leon Bridges[image: External link]

	Miles Jay, video director; Dennis Beier, Allison Kunzman & Saul Levitz, video producers





	"Up & Up[image: External link]" – Coldplay

	
Vania Heymann[image: External link] & Gal Muggia, video directors; Candice Dragonas, Juliette Larthe, Nathan Scherrer & Natan Schottenfels, video producers





	"Gosh" – Jamie XX[image: External link]

	
Romain Gavras[image: External link], video director; Iconoclast, video producers





	"Upside Down & Inside Out[image: External link]" – OK Go[image: External link]

	
Damian Kulash Jr.[image: External link] & Trish Sie[image: External link], video directors; Melissa Murphy & John O'Grady, video producers








	Best Music Film[image: External link]




	
The Beatles: Eight Days a Week The Touring Years[image: External link] – (The Beatles)

	Ron Howard[image: External link], video director; Brian Grazer[image: External link], Ron Howard, Scott Pascucci & Nigel Sinclair[image: External link], video producers





	
I'll Sleep When I'm Dead – Steve Aoki[image: External link]

	Justin Krook, video director; Brent Almond, Matt Colon, David Gelb[image: External link], Ryan Kavanaugh[image: External link], Michael Theanne, Happy Walters & Matthew Weaver, video producers





	
Lemonade – Beyoncé

	Beyoncé Knowles Carter & Kahlil Joseph[image: External link], video directors; Ed Burke, Steve Pamon, Todd Tourso, Dora Melissa Vargas, Erinn Williams & Beyoncé Knowles Carter, video producer





	
The Music of Strangers[image: External link] – Yo-Yo Ma[image: External link] & The Silk Road Ensemble[image: External link]

	
Morgan Neville[image: External link], video director; Caitrin Rogers[image: External link], video producer





	
American Saturday Night: Live From The Grand Ole Opry – (Various Artists)

	George J. Flanigen IV, video director; Steve Buchanan, John Burke & Lindsey Clark, Robert Deaton, Pete Fisher & George J. Flanigen IV, video producers
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 In Memoriam






	Prince[image: External link]

	Leonard Cohen[image: External link]

	Keith Emerson[image: External link]

	Greg Lake[image: External link]

	John Wetton[image: External link]

	Sharon Jones[image: External link]

	Wayne Jackson[image: External link]

	Rod Temperton[image: External link]

	James Jamerson, Jr.[image: External link]

	Ralph Stanley[image: External link]

	Merle Haggard[image: External link]

	Sonny James[image: External link]

	Scotty Moore[image: External link]

	Joey Feek[image: External link]

	Bobby Vee[image: External link]

	Lonnie Mack[image: External link]

	Butch Trucks[image: External link]

	Juan Gabriel[image: External link]

	Emilio Navaira[image: External link]

	Mose Allison[image: External link]

	Toots Thielemans[image: External link]

	Gato Barbieri[image: External link]

	Nat Hentoff[image: External link]

	Rudy Van Gelder[image: External link]

	George Michael

	Debbie Reynolds[image: External link]

	Guy Clark[image: External link]

	John D. Loudermilk[image: External link]

	Milt Okun[image: External link]

	Joe Ligon[image: External link]

	Stanley "Buckwater" Dural, Jr.[image: External link]

	Billy Paul[image: External link]

	Marvell Thomas[image: External link]

	Bernie Worrell[image: External link]

	Chips Moman[image: External link]

	Pete Fountain[image: External link]

	Frank Sinatra, Jr.[image: External link]

	Patrice Munsel[image: External link]

	Zhou Xiaoyan[image: External link]

	Sir Neville Marriner[image: External link]

	Phife Dawg[image: External link]

	Lee O'Denat[image: External link]

	Muhammed Ali[image: External link]

	Leon Russell[image: External link]

	Howard Kaufman

	Bill Ham[image: External link]

	Phil Chess[image: External link]

	Bob Krasnow[image: External link]

	Tony Martell[image: External link]

	
Mary Stewart[image: External link][disambiguation needed[image: External link]]


	James M. Nederlander[image: External link]

	Chris Stone[image: External link]

	Remo D. Belli

	Sir George Martin[image: External link]
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 Multiple nominations and awards




The following received multiple nominations:




	
Nine:


	Beyoncé



Eight:


	Drake

	Rihanna

	Kanye West




	
Seven:


	Chance the Rapper



Five:


	Adele

	Tyler Joseph[image: External link]




	
Four:


	Justin Bieber

	Benny Blanco[image: External link]

	David Bowie

	Tom Coyne

	Mike Dean[image: External link]

	Kirk Franklin[image: External link]

	Greg Kurstin

	Max Martin[image: External link]

	Lori McKenna[image: External link]

	Maren Morris[image: External link]










Three:




	

	BJ the Chicago Kid[image: External link]

	The Chainsmokers[image: External link]

	John Daversa[image: External link]

	Tom Elmhirst

	Lukas Forchhammer[image: External link]

	Jaycen Joshua[image: External link]




	

	Morten Lindberg[image: External link]

	Randy Merrill

	Mike Will Made It[image: External link]

	Ted Nash[image: External link]

	Nineteen85[image: External link]

	Antonio Pappano[image: External link]




	

	Morten Ristorp[image: External link]

	Noah "40" Shebib[image: External link]

	Shellback[image: External link]

	Sia

	Twenty One Pilots[image: External link]

	Jack White










Two:




	

	Blanton Alspaugh[image: External link]

	The Avett Brothers[image: External link]

	Neal Avron[image: External link]

	John Beasley[image: External link]

	William Bell[image: External link]

	Boi-1da[image: External link]

	Julian Burg

	John Burke[image: External link]

	Noel "Gadget" Campbell

	Shirley Caesar[image: External link]

	Brandy Clark[image: External link]

	Jacob Collier[image: External link]

	Diplo[image: External link]

	Kyle Dixon

	The-Dream

	Fat Joe[image: External link]

	Frank Filipetti[image: External link]




	

	Flume[image: External link]

	Stefan Forrest[image: External link]

	David Frost[image: External link]

	Robbie Fulks[image: External link]

	Chris Gehringer

	Rhiannon Giddens[image: External link]

	Gojira[image: External link]

	Ariana Grande[image: External link]

	Natalie Grant[image: External link]

	Giancarlo Guerrero[image: External link]

	Halsey[image: External link]

	Lalah Hathaway[image: External link]

	Emile Haynie

	Fred Hersch[image: External link]

	Hillary Scott & the Scott Family

	Sarah Jarosz[image: External link]

	Dave Kutch




	

	Kendrick Lamar[image: External link]

	Miranda Lambert[image: External link]

	Lil Wayne[image: External link]

	Alexander Lipay

	Dmitriy Lipay

	Liam Nolan

	Lukas Graham[image: External link]

	Remy Ma[image: External link]

	Yo-Yo Ma & the Silk Road Ensemble[image: External link]

	Manny Marroquin[image: External link]

	Richard Martin

	Brad Mehldau[image: External link]

	French Montana[image: External link]

	Ennio Morricone[image: External link]

	Thomas Newman[image: External link]

	Anderson .Paak[image: External link]

	PartyNextDoor[image: External link]

	Alex Pasco




	

	Pink[image: External link]

	Pluss

	Kelly Price[image: External link]

	Radiohead[image: External link]

	Roddie Romero

	ScHoolboy Q[image: External link]

	Amy Schumer[image: External link]

	John Scofield[image: External link]

	Rob Sevier

	Ken Shipley

	Sturgill Simpson[image: External link]

	Skrillex[image: External link]

	Michael Stein

	2 Chainz[image: External link]

	Keith Urban[image: External link]

	Stuart White

	Robina G. Young










The following received multiple awards:




	
Five:


	Adele




	
Four:


	David Bowie

	Greg Kurstin




	
Three:


	Chance the Rapper

	Tom Elmhirst










Two:




	

	Beyoncé

	Julian Burg

	Jacob Collier[image: External link]

	Tom Coyne

	Drake

	Kirk Franklin[image: External link]




	

	Giancarlo Guerrero[image: External link]

	Lalah Hathaway[image: External link]

	Emile Haynie

	Hillary Scott & the Scott Family

	Sarah Jarosz[image: External link]




	

	Max Martin[image: External link]

	Randy Merrill

	Ted Nash[image: External link]

	John Scofield[image: External link]

	Shellback[image: External link]
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 Changes




In June 2016, the Grammy organization announced a few minor changes to the voting and awarding process.[2]

As of 2017, recordings released solely through streaming services will be eligible to enter the award process. These recordings will have to be available through streaming platforms. Applicable streaming services are paid subscription, full catalog, on-demand streaming/limited download platforms that have existed as such within the United States for at least one full year as of the submission deadline. All recordings entered must have an assigned International Standard Recording Code[image: External link] (ISRC).
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 Best New Artist[image: External link] guidelines




Existing Best New Artist rules were amended to remove the album barrier given current trends in how new music and developing artists are released and promoted. Currently many new artists first release singles, tracks, or EPs rather than full albums. To become eligible in the category of Best New Artist, the artist, duo, or group:


	Must have released a minimum of five singles/tracks or one album, but no more than 30 singles/tracks or three albums.

	May not have entered the category more than three times, including as a performing member of an established group.

	Must have achieved a breakthrough into the public consciousness and impacted the musical landscape during the eligibility period.
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 Blues categories




The Best Blues Album[image: External link] category will branch into two distinct categories:


	
Best Traditional Blues Album[image: External link] (Blues recordings with traditional blues song and harmonic structures, including various subgenres such as Delta blues, Piedmont blues, jump/swing blues, Chicago blues, and classic/Southern soul).

	
Best Contemporary Blues Album[image: External link] (Recordings which may employ non-traditional blues rhythms such as funk, hip-hop, reggae, and rock, or which feature contemporary techniques such as synthesizers or loops[image: External link]).



It means a return to the situation prior to 2012, the year the categories were merged in a major overhaul.
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 Best Rap/Sung Collaboration[image: External link] category renamed




The Best Rap/Sung Collaboration category (in the Rap field) will be renamed as Best Rap/Sung Performance, to allow solo performances, a result of "the current state and future trajectory of rap by expanding the category beyond collaborations between rappers and vocalists to include recordings by a solo artist who blurs the lines between rapping and singing."

Additional amendments were made to the number and type of music creators recognized in the categories of Best Choral Performance[image: External link] and Best Jazz Vocal Album[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ Porter, Rick (February 14, 2017). "Final Grammy numbers, plus ‘AFV’ and ‘Dateline’ adjust down: Sunday final ratings"[image: External link]. TV by the Numbers. Retrieved February 14, 2017.


	
^ a b "The Recording Academy Announces Rule Amendments and Dates for the 59Th Annual Grammy Awards Process"[image: External link]. Retrieved 13 February 2017.


	
^ "THE RECORDING ACADEMY® AND CBS EXTEND AGREEMENT TO BROADCAST THE GRAMMY AWARDS® THROUGH 2026"[image: External link]. Retrieved 13 February 2017.


	
^ Daniel, Holloway; Maureen, Ryan (November 22, 2016). "James Corden to Host Grammy Awards (EXCLUSIVE)"[image: External link]. Variety[image: External link]. Retrieved November 30, 2016.


	
^ "TUNE IN: MARGARET CHO TO HOST GRAMMY PREMIERE CEREMONY"[image: External link]. The GRAMMYs. Retrieved February 12, 2017.


	
^ Johnston, Maura (6 December 2016). "Grammy nominations 2017: Beyoncé and R&B artists shine while rock suffers"[image: External link]. Guardian. Retrieved 7 December 2016.


	
^ Unterberger, Andrew (6 December 2016). "Here Is the Complete List of Nominees for the 2017 Grammys"[image: External link]. Billboard. Retrieved 28 December 2016.


	
^ "FINAL NOMINATIONS LIST"[image: External link] (PDF). The GRAMMYs. Retrieved 28 December 2016.


	
^ "59th Annual GRAMMY Awards Winners & Nominees"[image: External link]. Retrieved 13 February 2017.


	
^ "Grammy Awards 2017: See the Full Winners List"[image: External link]. Billboard. February 12, 2017. Retrieved March 1, 2017.


	
^ Sharma, Dishya (February 12, 2017). "Grammys 2017 Live Update"[image: External link]. International Business Times[image: External link]. Retrieved February 12, 2017.


	
^ "The 59th Grammys: performances, winners and red carpet looks – as it happened"[image: External link]. Guardian. 13 February 2017. Retrieved 20 February 2017.


	
^ Shaheem Reid (February 13, 2017). "Grammys 2017: Chance the Rapper, Kirk Franklin and gospel choir take audience to church"[image: External link]. REVOLT[image: External link]. Retrieved April 26, 2017.


	
^ "Who's Performing At The GRAMMYs? From Adele To The Weeknd: Here's The Official Performer And Presenter List"[image: External link]. 11 February 2017. Retrieved 13 February 2017.


	
^ https://www.grammy.com/videos/59th-grammy-awards-premiere-ceremony[image: External link]


	
^ "59th Annual GRAMMY Awards Winners & Nominees"[image: External link]. The GRAMMYs. Retrieved 24 January 2017.














[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	Official website[image: External link]





Categories[image: External link]:

	2017 awards in the United States[image: External link]

	2017 in American music[image: External link]

	2017 music awards[image: External link]

	February 2017 events in the United States[image: External link]

	Grammy Awards ceremonies[image: External link]














This page was last edited on 8 June 2017, at 12:36.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article 59Th Annual Grammy Awards: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/59th_Annual_Grammy_Awards [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=59th_Annual_Grammy_Awards [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Performances

	2 Nominees and winners

	3 References

	4 External links





2016 Brit Awards






For the album, see Brit Awards 2016 (album)[image: External link].

The 2016 Brit Awards were held on 24 February 2016 and was the 36th edition of the British Phonographic Industry's annual pop music awards. The awards ceremony was held at The O2[image: External link] in London[image: External link] and were presented by Ant & Dec[image: External link].[1] Award nominations were revealed on 14 January 2016.[2] British fashion designer Pam Hogg[image: External link] has designed the trophies for this year's ceremony, styling the BRIT statue.[3]

The ceremony included a tribute to late British music icon David Bowie featuring an introduction by Annie Lennox, a tribute speech by Gary Oldman[image: External link] and a performance by Lorde backed by Bowie's long-time backing group.[4][5]



TOP
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 Performances
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 The Brits Are Coming: Nominations Launch Party




Laura Whitmore[image: External link] hosted the launch at the ITV Studios in London on Thursday 14 January.



	Artist
	Song
	UK Singles Chart reaction
	UK Albums Chart reaction



	Jess Glynne[image: External link]
	"Don't Be So Hard on Yourself[image: External link]"
	37 (–9)
	I Cry When I Laugh[image: External link] – 7 (–3)



	Years & Years[image: External link]
	"Eyes Shut[image: External link]"
	17 (+/–)
	Communion[image: External link] – 22 (–11)



	Jack Garratt[image: External link]
	"Worry"
	N/A
	N/A



	Birdy[image: External link]
	"Keeping Your Head Up[image: External link]"
	N/A
	N/A
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 Main show






	Artist
	Song
	UK Singles Chart reaction[6]
	UK Albums Chart reaction[7]



	Coldplay
	"Hymn for the Weekend[image: External link]"
	10 (+7)
	A Head Full of Dreams[image: External link] – 5 (+/–)



	Justin Bieber

James Bay[image: External link]
	"Love Yourself[image: External link]"

" Sorry[image: External link]"
	5 (+2)

9 (–1)
	Purpose[image: External link] – 4 (–1)



	Jess Glynne[image: External link]
	"Ain't Got Far to Go[image: External link]"

"Don't Be So Hard on Yourself[image: External link]"

"Hold My Hand[image: External link]"
	70 (re-entry)

61 (+1)

72 (re-entry)
	I Cry When I Laugh[image: External link] – 6 (+/–)



	James Bay[image: External link]
	"Hold Back the River[image: External link]"
	56 (+35)
	Chaos and the Calm[image: External link] – 7 (+10)



	Rihanna

SZA[image: External link]

Drake[image: External link]
	" Consideration[image: External link]"

" Work[image: External link]"
	N/A

2 (+1)
	Anti[image: External link] – 9 (+/–)



	Little Mix
	"Black Magic[image: External link]"
	60 (+10)
	Get Weird[image: External link] – 8 (+/–)



	David Bowie's band:

Earl Slick[image: External link]

Gail Ann Dorsey[image: External link]

Gerry Leonard[image: External link]

Mike Garson[image: External link]

Catherine Russell[image: External link]

Sterling Campbell[image: External link][8]

Lorde
	Tribute to David Bowie

Instrumental Medley:

contains interpolations of the following

"Space Oddity[image: External link]"

"Rebel Rebel[image: External link]"

"Let's Dance[image: External link]"

"Ashes to Ashes[image: External link]"

"Ziggy Stardust[image: External link]"

" Fame[image: External link]"

"Under Pressure[image: External link]"

" Heroes[image: External link]"

With Lorde:

"Life on Mars?[image: External link]"
	N/A
	Best of Bowie[image: External link] – 2 (+/–)

Nothing Has Changed[image: External link] – 13 (–3)

Blackstar – 14 (–7)

Hunky Dory[image: External link] – 37 (–8)

The Rise and Fall of Ziggy Stardust and the Spiders from Mars[image: External link] – 41 (–6)

Aladdin Sane[image: External link] – 80 (–26)



	The Weeknd[image: External link]
	"The Hills[image: External link]"
	31 (+9)
	Beauty Behind the Madness[image: External link] – 18 (+1)



	Adele
	"When We Were Young"
	13 (+10)
	25 – 1 (+/–)

21 – 26 (+7)

19 – 55 (+13)
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 Nominees and winners




The nominations were revealed on 14 January 2016.[9]



	British Male Solo Artist

(presented by Kylie Minogue[image: External link])

	British Female Solo Artist

(presented by Louis Tomlinson[image: External link] and Liam Payne[image: External link])




	

	
James Bay[image: External link]

	Aphex Twin[image: External link]

	Calvin Harris[image: External link]

	Jamie xx[image: External link]

	Mark Ronson








	

	
Adele

	Amy Winehouse

	Florence and the Machine[image: External link]

	Jess Glynne[image: External link]

	Laura Marling[image: External link]











	British Group

(presented by Simon Pegg[image: External link])

	International Group

(presented by Jourdan Dunn[image: External link] and Henry Cavill[image: External link])




	

	
Coldplay

	Blur[image: External link]

	Foals[image: External link]

	One Direction

	Years & Years[image: External link]








	

	
Tame Impala[image: External link]

	Alabama Shakes

	Eagles of Death Metal[image: External link]

	Major Lazer[image: External link]

	U2











	
British Breakthrough Act[image: External link]

(presented by Nick Grimshaw and Cheryl[image: External link])

	Critics' Choice Award[image: External link]



	

	
Catfish and the Bottlemen[image: External link]

	James Bay[image: External link]

	Jess Glynne[image: External link]

	Wolf Alice[image: External link]

	Years & Years[image: External link]








	

	
Jack Garratt[image: External link]

	Frances[image: External link]

	Izzy Bizu[image: External link]











	MasterCard British Album of the Year

(presented by Mark Ronson)

	British Single of the Year

(presented by Suki Waterhouse[image: External link] and Simon Le Bon[image: External link])




	

	
Adele – 25

	Coldplay – A Head Full of Dreams[image: External link]

	Florence and the Machine[image: External link] – How Big, How Blue, How Beautiful[image: External link]

	James Bay[image: External link] – Chaos and the Calm[image: External link]

	Jamie xx[image: External link] – In Colour[image: External link]








	

	
Adele – "Hello"

	Calvin Harris[image: External link] & Disciples[image: External link] – "How Deep Is Your Love[image: External link]"

	Ed Sheeran[image: External link] & Rudimental[image: External link] - " Bloodstream[image: External link]"

	Ellie Goulding[image: External link] – "Love Me like You Do[image: External link]"

	James Bay[image: External link] – "Hold Back the River[image: External link]"

	Jess Glynne[image: External link] – "Hold My Hand[image: External link]"

	Little Mix – "Black Magic[image: External link]"

	Olly Murs[image: External link] featuring Demi Lovato[image: External link] – " Up[image: External link]"

	Philip George[image: External link] – "Wish You Were Mine[image: External link]"

	Years & Years[image: External link] – " King[image: External link]"











	International Male Solo Artist

(presented by Major Lazer[image: External link])

	
International Female Solo Artist[image: External link]

(presented by Fleur East[image: External link] and Craig David)




	

	
Justin Bieber

	Drake[image: External link]

	Father John Misty[image: External link]

	Kendrick Lamar[image: External link]

	The Weeknd[image: External link]








	

	
Björk[image: External link]

	Ariana Grande[image: External link]

	Courtney Barnett[image: External link]

	Lana Del Rey

	Meghan Trainor











	British Producer of the Year
	British Video

(presented by Alan Carr[image: External link] and Lianne La Havas[image: External link])




	

	
Charlie Andrew[image: External link]

	Mark Ronson

	Mike Crossey[image: External link]

	Tom Dalgety[image: External link]








	

	
One Direction – "Drag Me Down[image: External link]"

	Adele – "Hello"

	Ed Sheeran[image: External link] – " Photograph[image: External link]"
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Hello (Adele song)






"Hello" is a song by English singer Adele. It was released on 23 October 2015 by XL Recordings as the lead single from her third studio album, 25 (2015). Adele co-wrote the song with her producer, Greg Kurstin. "Hello" is a piano ballad[image: External link] with soul influences, and lyrics that discuss themes of nostalgia and regret. Upon release, the song was well received by music critics[image: External link], who compared it favourably to Adele's previous work and praised the song's lyrics and Adele's vocals. It was recorded in London[image: External link].

"Hello" reached number one in almost every country it charted in, including the United Kingdom, where it became her second UK number-one single, following "Someone like You", and has the largest opening week sales in three years. In the United States, "Hello" debuted atop the Billboard Hot 100, reigning for 10 consecutive weeks whilst becoming Adele's fourth number-one on the chart and breaking several records, including becoming the first song to sell over a million digital copies in a week. By the end of 2015, it had sold 12.3 million units globally (combined sales and track-equivalent streams) and was the year's 7th best-selling single.[3]

The accompanying music video was directed by Xavier Dolan[image: External link] and co-stars Adele and Tristan Wilds[image: External link]. The music video for the song broke the Vevo Record[image: External link] by achieving over 27.7 million views within a 24-hour span, held previously by Taylor Swift's "Bad Blood" which accumulated 20.1 million views in that timeframe. It also broke the record for shortest time to attain 100 million Vevo views, previously held by Miley Cyrus[image: External link]' "Wrecking Ball[image: External link]", as well as shortest time to reach 1 billion YouTube views (88 days). The clip received seven nominations at the 2016 MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link], including Video of the Year[image: External link] and Best Female Video[image: External link].[4] Adele promoted the song with a live performance on a BBC one-hour-long special, entitled Adele at the BBC. At the 59th Annual Grammy Awards, "Hello" won three Grammy Awards: Record of the Year, Song of the Year, and Best Pop Solo Performance.



TOP
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 Writing and composition




"Hello" was written by Adele and Greg Kurstin and produced by the latter. Kurstin also played bass, guitar, drums, piano and keyboards, while Adele also played drums.[6] "Hello" was written in Chiswick[image: External link], London[image: External link], something not normally done by Adele, who said she likes to write her music at home.[7] The writing process for the song was slow, taking six months to complete. Initially Adele and Kurstin started writing the first verse; finishing half of the song, six months later Adele contacted Kurstin to finish the song with her, with Kurstin stating he was not sure "if Adele was ever going to come back and finish it."[8]

"Hello" is a soul piano ballad,[2][9] played in the key of Ab major[image: External link] at a tempo of 79 beats per minute. The repeated chord progression heard in the verse, played by the piano, follows a progression of Fm–A♭–E♭–D♭. According to Musicnotes.com, Adele's vocals span from F3 to A♭5 in the song.[10] During the chorus[image: External link] Adele is heard singing the lines over layers of backing vocals[image: External link], piano and drums which were described by The Daily Telegraph as leaning "towards a very luscious wall of sound".[5]

Lyrically, the song focuses on themes of nostalgia and regret and plays out like a conversation. The song was noted for containing themes of regret and was seen as a follow-up to her single "Someone like You" appearing to reflect on a failed relationship. The song's lyrics were also seen as being conversational, revolving around "all the relationships of her past", ranging from friends, family members and ex-partners.[11] Speaking on the song's lyrical content, Adele told Nick Grimshaw on The Radio 1 Breakfast Show: "I felt all of us were moving on, and it's not about an ex-relationship, a love relationship, it's about my relationship with everyone that I love. It's not that we have fallen out, we've all got our lives going on and I needed to write that song so they would all hear it, because I'm not in touch with them."[12] According to Adele, the line "Hello from the other side" signifies "the other side of becoming an adult, making it out alive from your late teens, early twenties."[8]
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 Release and reception




On 18 October 2015, a 30-second clip of "Hello" was played during a commercial break on The X Factor in the United Kingdom. The commercial teased what was then new material, with her vocals accompanied by lyrics on a black screen.[13] Josh Duboff of Vanity Fair wrote that "the Internet collectively lost its mind" after the broadcast of the trailer.[14] On 22 October, Adele announced the upcoming release of 25 to her fans on Twitter. She also shared that "Hello" would be released on 23 October as the lead single off of the album.[15][16][17] On 23 October, Adele joined Nick Grimshaw's show on BBC Radio 1[image: External link] for the song's premiere.[18][19]

Alexis Petridis[image: External link] of The Guardian described it as "a big ballad, but a superior example of its kind", and opined that the song is "precisely the kind of lovelorn epic ballad that made Adele one of the biggest stars in the world."[20] Writing for The Independent, Emily Jupp stated in her review of the song that it "might not be groundbreaking, but Adele's return with her familiar, smoky sound is very welcome". She called it an "'if it ain't broke' ballad" and said: "Adele does what she does best, belting out emotional tales of love and loss much the same as with her last album, 21, but this time, with a little more self-forgiveness."[21]

Greg Kot[image: External link] of the Chicago Tribune[image: External link] wrote: "Lyrics that work best when they zoom in on personal details match her combination of vocal power and restraint."[22] Neil McCormick from The Daily Telegraph called it "a beautiful song of loss and regret", adding that "it takes a grip on the kind of memory every listener holds somewhere in their heart and merges it with Adele's own drama."[5] Rolling Stone ranked "Hello" at number 6 on its year-end list to find the 50 best songs of 2015.[23] Several publications have commented on similarities in the theme of the song and accompanying video with that of " Hello[image: External link]" by American singer Lionel Richie[image: External link].[24][25]
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 Chart performance
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 Europe and Oceania




Three days after its release, the Official Charts Company announced that "Hello" had accumulated 165,000 chart sales in the United Kingdom, of which 156,000 were downloads.[26] "Hello" entered at the top of the UK Singles Chart[image: External link] on 30 October 2015, – for the week dated 5 November 2015 – with 333,000 combined sales, of which 259,000 were downloads, making it the biggest selling number-one single on the chart in three years. It marked Adele's second UK number-one single, after 2011's "Someone like You". Additionally, "Hello" was streamed 7.32 million times in its first week, breaking the streaming record previously held by Justin Bieber's "What Do You Mean?[image: External link]". Including streaming sales and excluding The X Factor and Pop Idol[image: External link] winners' singles, major charity campaign records and Christmas number ones, "Hello" was the second biggest selling number one of the 21st century in the UK, beaten only by Shaggy[image: External link]'s "It Wasn't Me", which sold 345,000 copies in a week in February 2001.[27] The following week, the song remained at number one after selling a further 121,000 downloads and was streamed 5.78 million times, the same week the song was certified Gold by the BPI.[28] On 20 May 2016, it spent its 30th week in the UK Top 100. As of November 2016, the song has sold 918,700 in pure sales.[29]

The song also debuted at number one in Belgium, Czech Republic, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Lebanon, Luxembourg, The Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Scotland, Slovakia, Spain and Switzerland.[30]

In Australia, "Hello" entered at the top of the ARIA Singles Chart on 31 October 2015, selling over 59,075 units, which earned the song a gold certification in its first week. The song also became the second fastest-selling single of the year, behind Wiz Khalifa's "See You Again".[31] It marked Adele's second number-one single on the ARIA Singles Chart following 2011's "Someone like You".[32] The single stayed atop the chart for a second week and was certified platinum selling over 70,000 units.[31] On 20 March 2017, Hello re-entered the chart at number 50 and has so far been certified 7x platinum for sales over 490,000 units. [33]

In New Zealand, the song debuted at number one on the New Zealand singles chart, holding the position the following week and was certified platinum.[34]
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 North America




In the United States, "Hello" debuted at the top of the Billboard Hot 100 on 2 November 2015, for the chart dated 14 November 2015, becoming only the 24th song to debut at number one[image: External link]. "Hello" started at number 49 on the Radio Songs[image: External link] chart, after three days of release. In its first full week of airplay, it rose from 45 to 9, up 146% to 70 million all format audience impressions. The track started at number one on the On-Demand Songs[image: External link] chart with a record 20.4 million on-demand streams, becoming her first number-one song on the chart. "Hello" entered at the top of the Digital Songs[image: External link] chart with sales of 1,112,000, becoming the first track to sell over one million digital copies in a single week and almost doubling the record for the most downloads sold in a week, previously held by Flo Rida's "Right Round[image: External link]", which sold 636,000 downloads in the week ending 28 February 2009. "Hello" started with 61.6 million US streams, becoming her first number-one song and the second greatest weekly total on the Streaming Songs[image: External link] chart, behind Baauer[image: External link]'s "Harlem Shake[image: External link]", which registered 103 million streams on week of 3 March 2013.[35] "Hello" is the first song to sell more than a million digital copies in a single week and the third highest weekly sales total since Nielsen SoundScan began tracking sales in 1991. Only Elton John's "Candle in the Wind 1997/Something About the Way You Look Tonight" has sold more in a single week, selling 3.446 million copies in its opening week and 1.212 million copies in its second week.[36]

In its second week, "Hello" stayed at number one on the US Billboard Hot 100, selling another 635,000 digital copies marking the third-best digital sales week and the highest for a non-debut week. "Hello" also held atop Streaming Songs with 47.4 million US streams, down 23 percent from 61.6 million in its first week, the track also stayed atop the On-Demand Songs with 18.1 million streams. On the Radio Songs chart, "Hello" moved from 9 to 6, up by 46% to 106 million all-format audience impressions, thus becoming the top Airplay Gainer on the Hot 100. The track also moved from two to one on the Adult Alternative Songs airplay chart and moved nine to four on the Adult Contemporary format.[37] The following week, the song stayed at the top of the Hot 100 and Digital Songs chart, selling 480,000 downloads and becoming just the third song to sell over 400,000 copies for three straight weeks. "Hello" also rose from 6 to 1 on the Radio Songs chart in just its fourth week (the greatest leap to number one on the chart's 25-year history), marking the quickest climb to number one on the chart in 22 years, since Mariah Carey's " Dreamlover[image: External link]" reached the top in its fourth frame on 28 August 1993. Additionally, "Hello" became just the third song to top the Hot 100[image: External link], Digital Songs, Streaming Songs, On-Demand Songs and Radio Songs tallies simultaneously in the nearly three years all five charts had coexisted. "Hello" remained atop the Hot 100 for ten consecutive weeks, becoming only the 31st No. 1 in the Hot 100's history to reign for at least 10 weeks, and only the 3rd for a number one debut, following "One Sweet Day[image: External link]" by Mariah Carey and Boyz II Men[image: External link] (16 weeks) and "Candle in the Wind 1997/Something About the Way You Look Tonight" by Elton John (14 weeks). By spending a tenth week at the top of the chart, it became Adele's longest-running number-one single and the longest-leading Hot 100 No. 1 by a solo female since Rihanna's "We Found Love[image: External link]," featuring Calvin Harris[image: External link], which also led for 10 weeks in 2011–2012. As of January 2016, it had sold 3.7 million downloads.[38] The Recording Industry Association of America certified the song quadruple platinum.[39] The single also benefitted from numerous Dance/EDM remixes as well,[40] thus resulting in "Hello" topping Billboard's Dance Club Songs[image: External link] and Dance/Mix Show Airplay[image: External link] charts.[41][42] On the chart dated 23 April 2016, the song spent a 21st week at the top of the Adult Contemporary Chart[image: External link], matching the record set by Kelly Clarkson[image: External link]'s " Breakaway[image: External link]" (2005) and Celine Dion's "A New Day Has Come[image: External link]" (2002) for the longest No. 1 run among women since the list launched in 1961. It also equaled the third-longest stay at the summit among all acts.[43]

"Hello" entered at the top of the Canadian Hot 100[image: External link] as the 100th song to top the chart, selling 140,000 copies and outsold Justin Bieber's " Sorry[image: External link]", which sold 40,000 units and debuted at number two the same week. The song was streamed 4.79 million times, setting a record for the most streamed track in a week.[44]
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 Music video




The accompanying music video for the song was directed by Canadian actor and director Xavier Dolan[image: External link] and released on 22 October 2015.[46][47] The concept of the video revolves around a recently broken-up woman calling a younger version of herself.[45] Portions of the video—mostly the finale on the pond and the shot of her opening her eyes in the beginning—were filmed with IMAX[image: External link] cameras, making it the first music video in IMAX format.[48] The video draws inspiration from Dolan's semi-autobiographical debut I Killed My Mother[image: External link], which was made when Dolan was barely 20.[45] The video was filmed on a farm in Québec over 4 days in September 2015.[45]

The video stars American actor Tristan Wilds[image: External link]. According to Dolan, Adele called him after an unspecified incident of police brutality in the United States[image: External link], suggesting that a Caucasian male not be cast as her love interest in the video. Dolan elaborated "She was just like, 'I’m concerned with the reality of the tensions between authorities and the black community, and I want to send a message out there.'"[49][50] Dolan contacted Wilds via Skype and explained the concept for the video, which Wilds agreed to take part in.[51] During the filming both Adele and Wilds were asked to improvise and "tap into" their past relationships in order to convey the correct emotions. Dolan also filmed shots of both Adele and Wilds having conversations and laughing.[51] The sepia toned[image: External link] video shows Adele performing the song in a small house and outside in a wooded forest, intercut with scenes of her making a tearful phone call and flashbacks to a past relationship with Wilds' character.[52]

The flip phone[image: External link] used by Adele in the video was widely commented upon due to being of a retro style[image: External link]. Dolan replied to the remarks by saying: "It makes me uncomfortable filming iPhones because I feel like I'm shooting a commercial. Those things: iPhones, laptops, all those elements, to me, they bring me back to reality: That's not what you want. You want to get out of your own life; you want to enter someone else's; you want to travel somewhere; you want to be told a story. I'm realizing maybe I've been more distracting than anything else with that flip phone, but it wasn't intentional!"[53]

The music video for the song broke the previous Vevo Record[image: External link] by achieving over 27.7 million views within a 24-hour period.[54] Later, the video continued to break Miley Cyrus[image: External link]'s "Wrecking Ball[image: External link]" Vevo record for the fastest video to reach 100 million views in 5 days.[55] The phrase "Adele hello" was also the top YouTube search term of Friday and Saturday, and on average the video was getting one million views per hour during the first two days, peaking at 1.6 million in a single hour, beating the peak view rate of the trailer for Star Wars: The Force Awakens[image: External link], which peaked at 1.2 million views per hour.[56] The video was parodied in a Thanksgiving[image: External link]-themed skit on Saturday Night Live.[57]

As of 11 May 2017, the video has become the twelfth most viewed video on YouTube,[58] having earned over 1.9 billion views.[59] The video also became the third video on YouTube to reach 10 million likes on 29 May 2016. The only other three videos to have over 10 million likes are "Gangnam Style", "See You Again" and "Despacito".
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 Live performances




Adele performed "Hello" live for the first time for a BBC one-hour-long special, Adele at the BBC, which was recorded on 2 November 2015 and was broadcast on BBC One on 20 November 2015.[60][61] She also performed the song at the 17th NRJ Music Awards[image: External link] on 7 November 2015,[62] at Radio City Music Hall in New York City[image: External link] on 17 November 2015 as her opening number (Adele Live in New York City), and on Saturday Night Live on 21 November 2015.[63] On 23 November 2015, after appearing on The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon[image: External link], Adele recorded the song with Fallon and his house band, The Roots[image: External link], playing classroom instruments. The version was broadcast on the show the following night.[64] On 13 December 2015 Adele performed "Hello" on the X Factor[image: External link] live final at The SSE Arena, Wembley[image: External link].[65]
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 Cover versions





	On 9 November 2015, British singer Rita Ora[image: External link] delivered her own version of the song by singing it in a self-invented language in the Capital FM studios.[66]


	American singer Demi Lovato[image: External link] covered "Hello" at the 2015 106.1 KISS FM[image: External link] Fall Ball in Seattle on 14 November 2015. Her rendition of the song was met with high critical acclaim.[67][68][69] It eventually received a nomination for "Best Cover Song" at the 3rd iHeartRadio Music Awards[image: External link].[70] A fan video of Lovato's cover version has since garnered over 13.5 million views on YouTube.[71]


	During New Year's Eve 2015, Canadian singer Celine Dion put her own spin on "Hello" at her residency show[image: External link] in Las Vegas[image: External link].[72]


	In December 2015, Washington, D.C.-based go-go[image: External link] band Backyard Band released a cover version of the song, which has since become widely popular in the area since its release.[73]


	On the 28 January 2016, American classical crossover group The Piano Guys[image: External link] released a cover version of the song on Youtube. It was mixed up with Mozarts[image: External link] "Lacrimosa". It is included on their sixth studio album " Uncharted[image: External link]".[74]


	In May 2016, Brian Hull recorded a cover of the song while impersonating various Disney characters like Mickey Mouse[image: External link], Goofy[image: External link], Donald Duck[image: External link], and Winnie the Pooh[image: External link].
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 Media usage




The song was mentioned in the season 6 premier episode of 2 Broke Girls[image: External link]. "Hello" is also referenced in the Lady Leshurr[image: External link] single "Queen's Speech 5" and was also sampled in Stitches[image: External link]' single "One Million Dimes".
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 Credits and personnel




Personnel[1]



	
Vocals[image: External link], drums[image: External link] – Adele Adkins


	
Songwriting[image: External link] – Adele Adkins, Greg Kurstin


	
Production[image: External link], piano[image: External link], bass[image: External link], drums[image: External link], guitar[image: External link], electronic keyboard[image: External link] – Greg Kurstin

	
Mixing[image: External link] – Tom Elmhirst


	
Engineering[image: External link] – Alex Pasco, Greg Kurstin, Julian Burg, Liam Nolan

	
Mastering[image: External link] – Randy Merrill, Tom Coyne


	Additional instruments – Emile Haynie
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (2015–17)
	Peak

position



	Australia (ARIA)[75]

	1



	Austria (Ö3 Austria Top 40[image: External link])[76]

	1



	Belgium (Ultratop 50[image: External link] Flanders)[77]

	1



	Belgium (Ultratop 50[image: External link] Wallonia)[78]

	1



	Brazil (Billboard Brasil Hot 100[image: External link])[79]

	1



	Canada (Canadian Hot 100[image: External link])[80]

	1



	
Canada AC[image: External link] (Billboard)[81]

	1



	
Canada CHR/Top 40[image: External link] (Billboard)[82]

	1



	
Canada Hot AC[image: External link] (Billboard)[83]

	1



	Czech Republic (Rádio Top 100)[84]

	1



	Czech Republic (Singles Digitál Top 100)[85]

	1



	Denmark ( Tracklisten[image: External link])[86]

	1



	Euro Digital Songs (Billboard)[87]

	1



	Finland (Suomen virallinen lista[image: External link])[88]

	1



	France ( SNEP[image: External link])[89]

	1



	Germany (Official German Charts)[90]

	1



	Germany (Airplay Chart[image: External link])[91]

	1



	Greece Digital Songs (Billboard)[92]

	1



	Greece Airplay Chart (IFPI)[93]

	1



	Hungary (Rádiós Top 40[image: External link])[94]

	1



	Hungary (Single Top 40[image: External link])[95]

	1



	Iceland ( RÚV[image: External link])[96]

	1



	Ireland ( IRMA[image: External link])[97]

	1



	Israel (Media Forest[image: External link])[98]

	1



	Italy ( FIMI[image: External link])[99]

	1



	Japan (Japan Hot 100[image: External link])[100]

	17



	Lebanon (Lebanese Top 20[image: External link])[101]

	1



	Luxembourg Digital Songs (Billboard)[102]

	1



	Mexico Airplay (Billboard)[103]

	1



	Netherlands (Dutch Top 40[image: External link])[104]

	1



	Netherlands (Single Top 100[image: External link])[105]

	1



	New Zealand (Recorded Music NZ[image: External link])[106]

	1



	Norway ( VG-lista[image: External link])[107]

	1



	Poland (Polish Airplay Top 100[image: External link])[108]

	1



	Portugal ( AFP[image: External link])[109]

	3



	
Scotland[image: External link] (Official Charts Company)[110]

	1



	Slovakia (Rádio Top 100)[111]

	1



	Slovakia (Singles Digitál Top 100)[112]

	1



	Slovenia ( SloTop50[image: External link])[113]

	1



	South Africa ( EMA[image: External link])[114]

	1



	South Korea International Chart ( Gaon[image: External link])[115]

	1



	Spain ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[116]

	1



	Sweden ( Sverigetopplistan[image: External link])[117]

	1



	Switzerland (Schweizer Hitparade[image: External link])[118]

	1



	
UK Singles[image: External link] (Official Charts Company)[119]

	1



	
UK Indie[image: External link] (Official Charts Company)[120]

	1



	US Billboard Hot 100[121]

	1



	US Adult Contemporary[image: External link] (Billboard)[122]

	1



	US Adult Top 40[image: External link] (Billboard)[123]

	1



	US Dance Club Songs[image: External link] (Billboard)[124]

	1



	US Dance/Mix Show Airplay[image: External link] (Billboard)[125]

	1



	US Latin Pop Songs[image: External link] (Billboard)[126]

	14



	US Mainstream Top 40[image: External link] (Billboard)[127]

	1



	US Rhythmic[image: External link] (Billboard)[128]

	10
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 Year-end charts






	Chart (2015)
	Position



	Australia (ARIA)[129]

	5



	Austria (Ö3 Austria Top 40)[130]

	5



	Belgium (Ultratop 50[image: External link] Flanders)[131]

	5



	Belgium (Ultratop 50[image: External link] Wallonia)[132]

	14



	Canada (Canadian Hot 100)[133]

	25



	Denmark (Tracklisten)[134]

	25



	Germany (Official German Charts)[135]

	7



	Hungary (MAHASZ)[136]

	6



	Ireland (IRMA)[137]

	7



	Israel (Media Forest)[138]

	17



	Italy (FIMI)[139]

	18



	Netherlands (Dutch Top 40)[140]

	48



	Netherlands (Single Top 100)[141]

	18



	New Zealand (Recorded Music NZ)[142]

	13



	South Korean International Singles (Gaon)[143]

	6



	Switzerland (Schweizer Hitparade)[144]

	6



	UK Singles (Official Charts Company)[145]

	6



	US Billboard Hot 100[146]

	35



	US Adult Contemporary (Billboard)[147]

	39






	Chart (2016)
	Position



	Australia (ARIA)[148]

	42



	Austria (Ö3 Austria Top 40)[149]

	69



	Belgium (Ultratop 50 Flanders)[150]

	38



	Belgium (Ultratop 50 Wallonia)[151]

	16



	Canada (Canadian Hot 100)[152]

	9



	Denmark (Tracklisten)[153]

	33



	Germany (Official German Charts)[154]

	70



	Hungary (MAHASZ)[155]

	21



	Israel (Media Forest)[156]

	13



	Netherlands (Single Top 100)[157]

	57



	New Zealand (Recorded Music NZ)[158]

	27



	South Korean International Singles (Gaon)[159]

	3



	Switzerland (Schweizer Hitparade)[160]

	5



	UK Singles (Official Charts Company)[161]

	48



	US Billboard Hot 100[162]

	7



	US Adult Contemporary (Billboard)[163]

	4



	US Adult Top 40 (Billboard)[164]

	11



	US Mainstream Top 40 (Billboard)[165]

	18
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 Certifications and sales






	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units[image: External link]/Sales



	Australia ( ARIA[image: External link])[166]

	7× Platinum
	490,000^




	Belgium ( BEA[image: External link])[167]

	3× Platinum
	90,000*




	Canada (Music Canada[image: External link])[168]

	9× Platinum
	720,000^




	Denmark (IFPI Denmark[image: External link])[169]

	2× Platinum
	120,000^




	Germany ( BVMI[image: External link])[170]

	Platinum
	400,000^




	Italy ( FIMI[image: External link])[171]

	5× Platinum
	250,000



	Mexico ( AMPROFON[image: External link])[172]

	Platinum+Gold
	90,000*




	New Zealand ( RMNZ[image: External link])[173]

	5× Platinum
	75,000*




	Spain ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[174]

	2× Platinum
	80,000^




	Sweden ( GLF[image: External link])[175]

	4× Platinum
	160,000^




	South Korea (Gaon Chart[image: External link])
	
	1,656,612[176]




	Switzerland (IFPI Switzerland)[177]

	Platinum
	30,000^




	United Kingdom (BPI)[178]

	3× Platinum
	1,800,000



	United States (RIAA)[39]

	7× Platinum
	4,750,000[179]




	
*sales figures based on certification alone

^shipments figures based on certification alone

sales+streaming figures based on certification alone
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 Radio and release history






	Region
	Date
	Format
	Label



	Worldwide[16][verification needed[image: External link]]
	23 October 2015
	Digital download[image: External link]
	XL



	Italy[180]
	Mainstream radio[image: External link]



	United States[181][182]
	26 October 2015
	Hot AC radio[image: External link]
	Columbia



	27 October 2015
	Mainstream radio
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Billboard (magazine)






Billboard (stylized as billboard) is an American entertainment media brand owned by the Hollywood Reporter-Billboard Media Group, a division of Eldridge Industries[image: External link]. It publishes pieces involving news, video, opinion, reviews, events and style. It is also known for its music charts[image: External link], including the Billboard Hot 100 and Billboard 200, tracking the most popular singles[image: External link] and albums[image: External link] in different genres. It also hosts events, owns a publishing firm, and operates several TV shows. Billboard was founded in 1894 by William Donaldson and James Hennegan as a trade publication for bill posters. Donaldson later acquired Hennegen's interest in 1900 for $500.

In the 1900s, it covered the entertainment industry, such as circuses, fairs and burlesque shows. It also created a mail service for travelling entertainers. Billboard began focusing more on the music industry as the jukebox[image: External link], phonograph[image: External link] and radio[image: External link] became commonplace. Many topics it covered were spun-off into different magazines, including Amusement Business in 1961 to cover outdoor entertainment so that it could focus on music. After Donaldson died in 1925, Billboard was passed down to his children and Hennegan's children, until it was sold to private investors in 1985, and has since been owned by various parties.
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 History
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 Early history




The first issue of Billboard was published in Cincinnati, Ohio, on November 1, 1894 by William Donaldson and James Hennegan.[2][3] Initially, it covered the advertising and bill posting[image: External link] industry and was called Billboard Advertising.[4][5][a] At the time, billboards, posters and paper advertisements placed in public spaces were the primary means of advertising.[5] Donaldson handled editorial and advertising, while Hennegan, who owned Hennegan Printing Co., managed magazine production. The first issues were just eight pages long.[6] The paper had columns like "The Bill Room Gossip" and "The Indefatigable and Tireless Industry of the Bill Poster."[2] A department for agricultural fairs was established in 1896.[7] The title was changed to The Billboard in 1897.[8]

After a brief departure over editorial differences, Donaldson purchased Hennegan's interest in the business in 1900 for $500, to save it from bankruptcy.[6][9] That May, Donaldson changed it from a monthly to a weekly paper with a greater emphasis on breaking news. He improved editorial quality and opened new offices in New York, Chicago, San Francisco, London and Paris.[8][9] He also re-focused the magazine on outdoor entertainment like fairs, carnivals, circuses, vaudeville[image: External link] and burlesque shows.[2][8] A section devoted to circuses was introduced in 1900, followed by more prominent coverage of outdoor events in 1901.[7] Billboard also covered topics including regulation, a lack of professionalism, economics and new shows. It had a "stage gossip" column covering the private lives of entertainers, a "tent show" section covering traveling shows and a sub-section called "Freaks to order."[2] According to The Seattle Times, Donaldson also published news articles "attacking censorship, praising productions exhibiting 'good taste' and fighting yellow journalism."[10]

As railroads became more developed, Billboard set up a mail forwarding system for traveling entertainers. The location of an entertainer was tracked in the paper's Routes Ahead column, then Billboard would receive mail on the star's behalf and publish a notice in its "Letter-Box" column that it has mail for them.[2] This service was first introduced in 1904. It became one of Billboard's largest sources of profit[10] and celebrity connections.[2] By 1914, there were 42,000 people using the service.[6] It was also used as the official address of traveling entertainers for draft letters during World War I[image: External link].[11] In the 1960s, when it was discontinued, Billboard was still processing 1,500 letters per week.[10]

In 1920, Donaldson made a then-controversial move by hiring an African-American journalist James Albert Jackson to write a weekly column devoted to African-American performers.[2] According to The Business of Culture: Strategic Perspectives on Entertainment and Media, the column identified discrimination against black performers and helped validate their careers.[2] Jackson was the first black critic at a national magazine with a predominantly white audience. According to his grandson, Donaldson also established a policy against identifying performers by their race.[10] Donaldson died in 1925.[2]
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 Focus on music




Billboard's editorial changed focus as technology in recording and playback developed. It covered "marvels of modern technology" like the phonograph[image: External link], record players[image: External link] and wireless radios.[2] It began covering coin-operated entertainment machines in 1899 and created a dedicated section for them called "Amusement Machines" in March 1932.[9] Billboard began covering the motion picture industry in 1907,[7] but ended up focusing on music due to competition from Variety.[12] It created a Billboard radio broadcasting station in the 1920s.[8]

The jukebox industry continued to grow through the Great Depression[image: External link] and advertised heavily in Billboard.[8]:262 This led to even more editorial focus on music.[8] The proliferation of the phonograph and radio also contributed to its growing music emphasis.[8] Billboard published the first music hit parade[image: External link] on January 4, 1936,[13] and introduced a "Record Buying Guide" in January 1939.[9] In 1940, it introduced "Chart Line", which tracks the best-selling records. This was followed by a chart for jukebox records in 1944 called Music BoxMachine charts.[8][9] By the 1940s, Billboard was more of a music industry specialist publication.[4] The number of charts it published grew after World War II[image: External link], due to a growing variety of music interests and genres. It had eight charts by 1987, covering different genres and formats,[9] and 28 charts by 1994.[10]

By 1943, it had about 100 employees.[7] The magazine's offices moved to Brighton, Ohio in 1946, then to New York City in 1948.[10] A five-column tabloid format was adopted in November 1950 and coated paper was first used in Billboard's print issues in January 1963, allowing for photojournalism.[9] Billboard Publications Inc. acquired a monthly trade magazine for candy and cigarette machine vendors called Vend and, in the 1950s, acquired an advertising trade publication called Tide.[8] By 1969, Billboard Publications Inc. owned eleven trade and consumer publications, a publisher called Guptill Publications, a set of self-study cassette tapes and four television franchises. It also acquired Photo Weekly that year.[8]

Over time, the subjects Billboard still covered outside of music were spun-off into separate publications. Funspot magazine was created in 1957 to cover amusement parks and Amusement Business was created in 1961 to cover outdoor entertainment. In January 1961, Billboard was renamed to Billboard Music Week[5][8] to emphasize its new exclusive interest in music.[12] Two years later, it was renamed to just Billboard.[8][9] According to The New Business Journalism, by 1984, Billboard Publications was a "prosperous" conglomerate of trade magazines and Billboard had become the "undisputed leader" in music industry news.[4] In the early 1990s, Billboard introduced Billboard Airplay Monitors, a publication for disc jockeys and music programmers.[5] By the end of the 1990s, Billboard dubbed itself the "bible" of the recording industry.[5]
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 Changes in ownership




Billboard struggled after its founder William Donaldson died in 1925 and within three years was once again heading towards bankruptcy[image: External link].[8] Donaldson's son-in-law Roger Littleford took over in 1928 and "nursed the publication back to health."[8][11] His sons, Bill and Roger, became co-publishers in 1946[11] and inherited the publication in the late 1970s after Roger Littleford's death.[8] They sold it to private investors in 1985 for an estimated $40 million.[14] The investors cut costs and acquired a trade publication for the Broadway theatre industry called Backstage.[8]

In 1987, Billboard was sold again to Affiliated Publications for $100 million.[14] Billboard Publications Inc. became a subsidiary of Affiliated Publications called BPI Communications.[8] As BPI Communications, it acquired The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link], Adweek[image: External link], Marketing Week[image: External link] and Mediaweek[image: External link]. It purchased Broadcast Data Systems[image: External link], which is a high-tech firm for tracking music airtime.[8] Private investors from Boston Ventures and BPI executives re-purchased a two-thirds interest in Billboard Publications for $100 million and more acquisitions followed. In 1993, it created a division called Billboard Music Group for music-related publications.[8]

In 1994, Billboard Publications was sold to a Dutch media conglomerate, Verenigde Nederlandse Uitgeverijen[image: External link] (VNU), for $220 million.[15][b] VNU acquired the Clio Awards[image: External link] in advertising and the National Research Group in 1997, as well as Editor & Publisher[image: External link] in 1999. In July 2000, it paid $650 million for the publisher Miller Freeman. BPI was combined with other entities in VNU in 2000 to form Bill Communications Inc. By time CEO Gerald Hobbs retired in 2003, VNU had grown substantially larger, but it had a large amount of debt from the acquisitions. An attempted $7 billion acquisition of IMS Health in 2005 prompted protests from shareholders that halted the deal. It eventually agreed to an $11 billion takeover bid from investors in 2006.[8]

VNU then changed its name to Nielsen[image: External link] in 2007, the namesake of a company it acquired for $2.5 billion in 1999.[17][18] New CEO Robert Krakoff divested some of the previously owned publications, restructured the organization, and planned some acquisitions before dying suddenly in 2007 to be replaced by Greg Farrar.[8]

Nielsen owned Billboard until 2009, when it was one of eight publications sold to e5 Global Media Holdings. e5 was formed by investment firms Pluribus Capital Management and Guggenheim Partners for the purpose of the acquisition.[19][20] The following year, the new parent company was renamed to Prometheus Global Media.[21] Three years later, Guggenheim Partners acquired Pluribus' share of Prometheus and became the sole owner of Billboard.[22][23]

In December 2015, Guggenheim Digital Media spun out several media brands, including Billboard, to its own executive, Todd Boehly.[24][25] The assets operate under the Hollywood Reporter-Billboard Media Group, a unit of the holding company Eldridge Industries[image: External link].[26]
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 1990s–present




Timothy White[image: External link] was appointed Editor in Chief in 1991, a position he held until his unexpected death in 2002. White wrote a weekly column promoting music with "artistic merit," while criticizing music with violent or misogynistic themes.[27] He reworked the publication's music charts.[27] Rather than rely on data from music retailers, new charts used data from store checkout scanners obtained from Nielsen SoundScan.[8] He also wrote in-depth profiles on musicians.[28] The website, Billboard.com, was launched in 1995.[14] Keith Girard replaced White before being fired in May 2004. He and a female employee filed a $29 million lawsuit alleging Billboard fired them unfairly with an intent to damage their reputations.[29] The lawsuit claimed they experienced sexual harassment, a hostile work environment and a financially motivated lack of editorial integrity.[29][30] Email evidence suggested human resources were given special instructions to watch minority employees.[30] The case was settled out-of-court in 2006 for a non-disclosed sum.[31]

In the 2000s, economic decline in the music industry dramatically reduced readership and advertising from Billboard's traditional audience.[29][32] Circulation declined from 40,000 in circulation in the 1990s to less than 17,000 by 2014.[31] The publication's staff and ownership were also undergoing frequent changes.[30] In 2005 Billboard expanded its editorial outside the music industry into other areas of digital and mobile entertainment.[14]

Bill Werde was named editorial director in 2008,[33] and was followed by Janice Min[image: External link] in January 2014, who is also responsible for editorial content at The Hollywood Reporter.[33] The magazine has since been making changes to make it more of a general interest music news source, as opposed to solely an industry trade. It started covering more celebrity, fashion, and gossip.[31][32][34] Min hired Tony Gervino as the publication's editor, which was different than Billboard's historical appointments, in that he did not have a background in the music industry.[34] Tony Gervino was appointed Editor in Chief in April 2014.[35] An item on NPR[image: External link] covered a leaked version of Billboard's annual survey, which it said had more gossip and focused on less professional topics than prior surveys. For example, it polled readers on a lawsuit pop-star Kesha filed against her producer alleging sexual abuse.[31]

Gervino was let go in May 2016. A note from Min to the editorial staff indicated that Senior Vice President of Digital Content Mike Bruno would serve as the head of editorial moving forward.[36]
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 News publishing




Billboard publishes a news website and weekly magazine that cover music, video and home entertainment. Most of the articles are written by staff writers, while some are written by industry experts.[9] It covers news, gossip, opinion,[2] and music reviews, but its "most enduring and influential creation" is the Billboard charts[image: External link].[5] The charts track music sales, radio airtime and other data about the most popular songs and albums.[5] The Billboard Hot 100 chart of the top-selling songs was introduced in 1955. Since then, the Billboard 200, which tracks the top-selling albums, has become more popular as an indicator of commercial success.[2] Billboard has also published books in collaboration with Watson-Guptill[image: External link] and a radio and television series called American Top Forty, based on Billboard charts.[9] A daily Billboard Bulletin was introduced in February 1997[5] and Billboard hosts about 20 industry events each year.[1]

Billboard is considered one of the most reputable sources of music industry news.[10][32] It has a print circulation of 17,000 and an online readership of 1.2 million unique monthly views. The website includes the Billboard Charts, news separated by music genre, videos, and a separate website. It also compiles lists, hosts a fashion website called Pret-a-Reporter, and publishes eight different newsletters. The print magazine's regular sections include:[1]


	Hot 100: A chart of the top 100 most popular songs that week

	Topline: News from the week

	The Beat: Hitmaker interviews, gossip and trends in the music industry

	Style: Fashion and accessories

	Features: In-depth interviews, profiles and photography

	Reviews: Reviews of new albums and songs

	Backstage pass: information about events and concerts

	Charts and CODA: More information about current and historical Billboard Charts
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 Archives





	Selected Billboard digital archives




	
1940–2010[image: External link] archived online by Google Books[image: External link]


	
2005–2009[image: External link] archived online by Billboard


	
1938–2009[image: External link] (missing issues), archived by American Radio History (online: www.americanradiohistory.com[image: External link]).
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 See also





	Billboard charts[image: External link]

	Billboard Touring Awards[image: External link]

	
Billboard Brasil[image: External link] (local Brazilian version of Billboard magazine)

	Billboard Japan[image: External link]

	Billboard Türkiye[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Some sources say it was called The Billboard Advertiser[2]


	
^ 19 publications according to the Chicago Tribune[16]
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VH1 (originally an initialism[image: External link] of Video Hits One) is an American cable television[image: External link] network based in New York City that is owned by the Viacom Global Entertainment Group, a unit of Viacom Media Networks[image: External link]. The channel was first launched on January 1, 1985 in the old space of Turner Broadcasting System[image: External link]'s short-lived Cable Music Channel[image: External link]. It was originally created by Warner-Amex Satellite Entertainment[image: External link], at the time a division of Warner Communications[image: External link] and the original owner of MTV (MTV and VH1 are now both owned by Viacom Media Networks).

The original purpose of the channel was to build upon the success of MTV by playing music videos[image: External link], but targeting a slightly older demographic than its sister channel, focusing on the lighter, softer side of popular music[image: External link]. More recently, much like MTV, VH1 has been in the area of music-related reality[image: External link] programming, such as Behind the Music[image: External link], the I Love…[image: External link] series and the Celebreality[image: External link] block of programming, as part of the channel's current focus on popular culture.

As of February 2015, approximately 92.6 million US[image: External link] households (79.6% of households with television) receive VH1.[1]
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 Early history (1985–1994)





[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Format and VJs (1985–89)




VH1's aim was to focus on the lighter, softer side of popular music[image: External link],[2] including such musicians as Olivia Newton-John[image: External link], Kenny Rogers[image: External link], Carly Simon, Tina Turner[image: External link], Elton John, Billy Joel, Eric Clapton, Sting, Donna Summer[image: External link], Rod Stewart[image: External link], Kenny G[image: External link], Michael Bolton[image: External link], Anita Baker[image: External link], Chicago[image: External link] and Fleetwood Mac, in hopes of appealing to people aged 18 to 35, and possibly older. Also frequently featured in the network's early years were "videos" for Motown[image: External link] and other 60s oldies[image: External link] consisting of newsreel[image: External link] and concert footage. It was introduced on January 1, 1985 with the video performance of "The Star-Spangled Banner[image: External link]" by Marvin Gaye[image: External link].[2]

From the start, Video Hits One was branded as an urban version of its sister/parent channel. It played more jazz and R&B artists than MTV and had a higher rotation of urban-contemporary performers. Its early on-camera personalities were New York radio veterans Don Imus[image: External link] (then of WNBC), Frankie Crocker[image: External link] (then program director and DJ for WBLS[image: External link]), Scott Shannon[image: External link] (of Z100[image: External link]), Jon Bauman[image: External link] ("Bowzer" from Sha Na Na[image: External link]), Bobby Rivers[image: External link], and Rita Coolidge[image: External link].

Later VJs included Tim Byrd of WPIX-FM (now WFAN-FM[image: External link]), a station whose eclectic ballad-and-R&B oriented format mirrored that of VH-1, and Alison Steele[image: External link] ("The Nightbird" of WNEW-FM[image: External link]). Rosie O'Donnell[image: External link] later joined the outlet's veejay lineup. O'Donnell would also host a comedy show featuring various comedians each episode. As an added touch to make the network more like a televised radio station, the early years of the network featured jingles in their bumpers produced by JAM Creative Productions[image: External link] in Dallas, who had previously made jingles for radio stations worldwide.

The format left room for occasional ad-libs by the VJ, a godsend for emcees such as Imus and O'Donnell. In true Imus style, he used a 1985 segment of his VH-1 show to jokingly call smooth-jazz icon Sade Adu[image: External link] a "grape" for her oval-shaped head.

Typical of VH1's very early programming was New Visions, a series which featured videos and in-studio performances by smooth jazz[image: External link] and classical and new-age[image: External link] bands and performers, including Spyro Gyra[image: External link], Andy Narell[image: External link], Mark Isham[image: External link], Philip Glass[image: External link],[3] and Yanni[image: External link]. At first many different musicians guest-hosted the program, but eventually musician/songwriter Ben Sidran[image: External link] became the permanent host.

New-Age music videos continued to play on the channel into the 1990s. They would be seen on the Sunday morning 2-hour music video block titled Sunday Brunch.
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 Early programming (1989–1994)




Once VH1 established itself a few years later, they catered to Top 40, adult contemporary[image: External link], classic rock[image: External link], and 1980s mainstream pop.[4] For a time, even country music videos aired in a one-hour block during the afternoons. They started out using MTV's famous Kabel[image: External link] typeface font for their music video credit tags. It was later replaced in 1991 by a larger font, with the year the video was made added to the lower column that identified the label on which the album was released. In 1993, the name of the videos' director was included at the bottom of the credits.

During this time, they also had some non-music programming, such as a comedy hour hosted by Rosie O'Donnell[image: External link] with various amateur and veteran comedians, called Stand Up Spotlight,[5] an in-depth look at current movies called Flix,[6] and reports on good civilians and volunteers in the community, called Good News People.[7]

Every week, the Top 21 Video Countdown usually had a different guest host.[8] Occasionally, they had themed countdowns as well, such as Elvira hosting scary videos for Halloween in 1991.[9]

Long blocks of music videos by a particular artist or band, theme, or years were also very popular in this era. One popular weekend program was called Video Rewind, in which blocks of 1980s videos from one particular year would play for an hour.[10] There was also a short-lived hour-long program called By Request in which viewers could call a 1–900 hotline number to request their videos.

Also in 1991, a popular morning program was introduced called Hits News & Weather that ran from 7 AM to 9 AM ET.[11] (It later expanded to 10 AM ET.) It consisted of music videos both past and present along with a 90-second update of the day's news & weather provided by All News Channel[image: External link]. The updates were typically shown twice an hour during the program. A box displaying the minutes past the hour was shown below the logo during the period. It was discontinued a week before the channel was re-branded in the Spring of 1994. During the week prior, classic music videos from forgotten artists/bands aired, titled Whatever Happened To...?

The channel's playlist was gradually expanding, and, by 1994, included contemporary musicians such as Ace of Base, Melissa Etheridge, Sheryl Crow, Lisa Loeb[image: External link], Amy Grant[image: External link], Seal[image: External link], and other slightly heavier, or more alternative rock[image: External link]-influenced music than what it had originally played, although favorites such as Whitney Houston, Mariah Carey, Rod Stewart[image: External link], Cher, Elton John, Madonna, Phil Collins, Janet Jackson, and Céline Dion still continued to receive heavy play for several more years as well.
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 VH1: Music First (1994–2003)




In May 1994, VH1 re-branded itself as VH1: Music First,[12] following a slight ratings decline in the early 1990s.[2] They began airing "History of Music Videos A to Z" during the July 4 weekend from 1994 to 1998 where they would show a large percentage of their library of music videos, which would include mini-marathons of videos by artists with a large number of videos. The success of A to Z led to a weeknight 11pm hour-long broadcast of Madonna videos, titled The Madonna Show. The videos were aired without introduction by a VJ and the program was soon shortened to thirty minutes, and then scrapped altogether. By 1996, VH1 was heading down the same path as its sister channel, MTV, choosing to focus more on music-related shows than on music videos. Additionally, the network began to expand its playlist of music videos to include more rock music.[2] Old episodes of American Bandstand[image: External link] could regularly be seen on the channel. By that time, the channel's ratings[image: External link] were beginning to fall.
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 Video Countdown




As part of VH-1's re-branding as "VH1: Music First" in 1994, the channel launched a new series, the VH1 Top 10 Countdown, that counted down the top ten music videos played on VH1 each week. A combination of record sales, radio airplay, video spins, message board[image: External link] posts, and conventional mail[image: External link] would decide the order of the countdown. A rotating cast of VJs[image: External link] picked up hosting duties for the show over the years. The series expanded from ten to twenty music videos, becoming the VH1 Top 20 Video Countdown[image: External link], in 2001. The show was renamed The 20 in early 2015, and ended later that year.
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 Pop-Up Video




In the fall of 1996, VH1 premiered Pop-Up Video[image: External link], in which music videos were accompanied by "pop-ups" (also known as "bubbles" or "info nuggets")--small enclosed areas of the screen containing facts about the band artists, and videos such as career highlights, discography, biographical details, quotes, and anecdotes.
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 VH1 Storytellers




Main article: VH1 Storytellers[image: External link]


In February 1996, VH1 again hit it big with the premiere of the first of the network's flagship shows, VH1 Storytellers. The show started with a broadcast of Ray Davies[image: External link], during his "Storyteller" tour, and took its name from this first show. In each hourlong episode, artists appear in front of a (mostly small and intimate) live audience, interspersing musical performances with anecdotes related to the songs' meaning, the songwriting process, audience reaction, etc. Along with Davies, the series has featured a widely diverse list of artists, including Culture Club, Willie Nelson[image: External link] and Johnny Cash[image: External link], Kanye West, Tom Waits[image: External link], and Def Leppard[image: External link]. Meat Loaf enjoyed the show's format so much that he bought the stage decorations from VH-1 and went on to do a "Storytellers" tour in 1998/1999.[13]
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 Behind the Music




Main article: Behind the Music[image: External link]


VH1 scored another hit in August 1997 with the debut of Behind the Music. The hourlong show features interviews and biographies of some of popular music's biggest stars qualified to be profiled on the series. The premiere episode featured Milli Vanilli. Episodes have ranged from Aaliyah to Stryper[image: External link] to Queen[image: External link], as well as others such as, Meat Loaf, Tori Amos[image: External link], MC Hammer[image: External link], Cher, Oasis[image: External link], Steppenwolf[image: External link], Fleetwood Mac, TLC[image: External link], "Weird Al" Yankovic[image: External link], Megadeth[image: External link], Britney Spears, Selena[image: External link], Petra[image: External link], Pantera[image: External link], and Eminem, with more episodes being produced periodically. By the late 1990s, the show began to run out of artists to profile, leading to the short-lived BTM2 program, half-hour looks into bands and artists whose popularity was rising, but not yet at its peak.
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 Legends




Main article: VH1's Legends[image: External link]


Shortly after, VH1 created a companion series, Legends[image: External link] (originally sponsored by AT&T[image: External link]), profiling artists who have made a more significant contribution to music history to qualify as "Legends" (that is, those artists who have gone beyond the category of Behind the Music biographies). The artists profiled so far have included Aerosmith[image: External link]; the Bee Gees; David Bowie; Johnny Cash[image: External link]; Eric Clapton; The Clash[image: External link]; George Clinton[image: External link]; Sam Cooke[image: External link]; Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young[image: External link]; The Doors[image: External link]; John Fogerty[image: External link]; Aretha Franklin[image: External link]; Marvin Gaye[image: External link]; The Grateful Dead[image: External link]; Guns N' Roses[image: External link]; Jimi Hendrix[image: External link]; Michael Jackson; Eminem; Elton John; Janis Joplin[image: External link]; B. B. King[image: External link]; Led Zeppelin[image: External link]; John Lennon; Curtis Mayfield[image: External link]; Nirvana[image: External link]; Pink Floyd; The Pretenders[image: External link]; Red Hot Chili Peppers[image: External link]; Queen[image: External link]; Bruce Springsteen; Tina Turner[image: External link]; U2; Stevie Ray Vaughan[image: External link]; The Who[image: External link], and Neil Young.[14]
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 VH1 Save The Music Foundation




The VH1 Save The Music Foundation is a nonprofit organization dedicated to restoring instrumental music education programs in America’s public schools, and raising awareness about the importance of music as part of each child’s complete education. Founded in 1997, VH1 Save The Music was the first organization in existence dedicated to restoring music programs in America's schools. For nearly 20 years, the foundation has donated over $53 million worth of new musical instruments to 2,024 public schools in 247 school districts around the country to date—impacting the lives of more than 3 million public school students. Learn about the foundation’s Play It Forward campaign in celebration of its 20th anniversary here: on.vh1.com/playitforward

The Save The Music Foundation's 2012 Ambassador class includes Gavin Rossdale[image: External link], Jordin Sparks[image: External link], Vanessa Carlton[image: External link], Lupe Fiasco[image: External link], Katy Perry[image: External link], Chris Daughtry[image: External link], Matthew Morrison[image: External link], and AJ Mclean[image: External link], joining Alumni Ambassadors including: Kelly Clarkson[image: External link], John Mayer, Natasha Bedingfield[image: External link], John Legend, The Fray[image: External link], Colbie Caillat[image: External link], Tamia[image: External link], Ne-Yo[image: External link], and Nick Lachey[image: External link], among many other musicians, singers, athletes and celebrities dedicated to the cause.[15] VH1 Save The Music Ambassadors help raise awareness and deliver key messages about the importance of music education in a young person's life, as well as help raise funds to further the Foundation's mission to restore instrumental music education programs in U.S. public elementary and middle schools. It won a Peabody Award[image: External link] in 1999.[16]
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 VH1 Divas




In 1998, VH1 debuted the first annual VH1 Divas[image: External link] concert and featured the "divas" Aretha Franklin[image: External link], Mariah Carey, Shania Twain[image: External link], Gloria Estefan[image: External link], and Celine Dion, and the "special guest" Carole King.[17] The second installment of these "diva" shows was produced in 1999 featuring Whitney Houston, Tina Turner[image: External link], Cher, LeAnn Rimes[image: External link], Mary J. Blige, Faith Hill, Chaka Khan[image: External link], Brandy[image: External link], and special "divo" Elton John.[18] It became a huge success and was featured in the following years starring Diana Ross[image: External link], Donna Summer[image: External link], Destiny's Child, Jordin Sparks[image: External link], Miley Cyrus[image: External link], Jennifer Hudson[image: External link], Shakira[image: External link], Deborah Harry[image: External link], Anastacia[image: External link], Dixie Chicks, Gladys Knight[image: External link], Patti LaBelle[image: External link], and Jessica Simpson[image: External link]. Also in 1999, Donna Summer[image: External link] who was asked to do the "diva" concert, was given her own concert special by VH1 "Donna Summer Live and More: Encore". Some artists such as Whitney Houston, Mariah Carey, Aretha Franklin[image: External link], Mary J. Blige, Celine Dion, Cher, Chaka Khan[image: External link], and Faith Hill were featured in two or more VH1 divas concerts, with Cyndi Lauper appearing the most times, having been featured in 4 concerts.
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 Movies That Rock




In 1999, VH1 aired its first original movie, a bio-pic on Sweetwater[image: External link]. Their third original movie (which aired in 2000), Two of Us[image: External link], focused on a fictional meeting between John Lennon and Paul McCartney[image: External link]. Over the next three years, they made over a dozen movies, including bio-pics on Jim Morrison[image: External link] and The Doors[image: External link], Ricky Nelson[image: External link], MC Hammer[image: External link], The Monkees, Meat Loaf, and Def Leppard[image: External link].

VH1 continues to air "Movies That Rock" on a regular basis, expanding to include movies not produced by VH1. The subject matter remains mostly focused on music and musicians.
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 Diversification




In the late 1990s, VH1 continued to get more diverse and teen-based with its music selection, and with that, the network updated its 1994 "Big 1" logo. Various late-night rock shows have been shown on VH1, featuring alternative rock[image: External link] and metal[image: External link] videos from the 1980s and 1990s. VH1 eventually warmed up to harder rock acts such as the Red Hot Chili Peppers[image: External link], the Foo Fighters[image: External link], the Stone Temple Pilots[image: External link], and Metallica[image: External link]. Their new videos began being added into VH1's playlist right away.

Around late 2002, VH1 even began to play mainstream rap[image: External link] musicians.[2] The latest videos by Eminem, Nelly[image: External link], Jay-Z[image: External link], Snoop Dogg[image: External link], Busta Rhymes[image: External link], Missy Elliott[image: External link], and Eve[image: External link] began to be shown in VH1's rotation and even started to crop up on VH1's top 20 countdown. VH1 also plays music from Latin artists such as Ricky Martin[image: External link], Marc Anthony[image: External link], Enrique Iglesias[image: External link], Thalía[image: External link], and Shakira[image: External link].
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 Other past trends




rockDocs was the title under which VH1 aired various music documentaries[image: External link], both those produced by VH1 and those produced by third parties. Such documentary series produced by VH1 include "And Ya' Don't Stop", a five-part series on the history of hip-hop and rap,[19] a four-part series on the history of heavy metal, Heavy: The Story of Metal[image: External link], and The Drug Years[image: External link], which tells the story of various drug cultures that changed America. Films produced by other studios have also been aired as rockDocs, including Woodstock[image: External link], Madonna: Truth or Dare[image: External link], Tupac: Resurrection[image: External link], Metal: A Headbanger's Journey[image: External link], Awesome; I Fuckin' Shot That![image: External link], a documentary on the Beastie Boys[image: External link], and most recently Last Days of Left Eye[image: External link] which documented the last month of Lisa Lopes[image: External link]'s life from the band TLC[image: External link], and N.W.A.: The World's Most Dangerous Group, featuring the narration of comedian Chris Rock[image: External link], which chronicled the rise and fall of N.W.A[image: External link].

VH1 endured criticism for Music Behind Bars, which mainly focuses on musicians in custody. Critics have claimed prisoners, mainly those convicted of murder, should not be entitled to any exposure, especially nationally.[20]

The channel aired Where Are They Now?[image: External link] from 1999 to 2002. It featured former celebrities and their current professional and personal status. Each episode was dedicated to a specific genre, ranging from past child stars to Aaron Spelling's notable productions[image: External link], to controversial news figures.
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 Current era (2003–present)




In December 2003, the network changed its focus again, dropping "Music First" from its name, and introducing a box logo. As of January 5, 2013, the network has a new logo that closely resembles the first VH1 logo. The logo has a "plus" sign in it to represent VH1's era saying how they are about reality television, plus they still also show some music videos in the early morning. Having saturated its Behind The Music series (and spinoff BTM2, a 30-minute version that told the stories of current chart-toppers), gotten past the point of showing music videos on a regular basis, the network began to target the pop culture nostalgia market just like its sister MTV. Ever since December 2015 no music videos have been shown.[2][21] The network primarily broadcasts reality television series. On the first quarter of 2016, VH1 announced it has shown the network’s highest ratings in six years and it is now the fastest growing cable channel in that same time period. Thanks to the success of shows like Love & Hip Hop[image: External link], Stevie J & Joseline Go Hollywood[image: External link], K. Michelle: My Life[image: External link], and Mob Wives[image: External link], the channel has moved ahead as a Top Five network for adults.[22]
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 I Love… series (2002–2014)




Further information: I Love... § VH1 series[image: External link]


In 2002, VH1 broadcast a ten-part series entitled I Love the '80s[image: External link]. The series was adapted from a BBC[image: External link] series, first broadcast in 2000,[23] in which current entertainers and pop-culture figures offered their take on the trends, events, and personalities of another decade. The success of VH1's I Love the '80s, coupled with the growing nostalgia for ever-more-recent times, led the network to create a parade of similarly themed programs. These ranged from 2003's[image: External link] I Love the '70s[image: External link], to further variants like I Love the '80s Strikes Back[image: External link], I Love the '90s[image: External link], and I Love the '90s: Part Deux[image: External link]. More recently, VH1 premiered I Love the '80s 3-D[image: External link] and I Love the '70s: Volume 2[image: External link]. So eager was the network to capitalize on the trend while it was hot, that it devoted a series to the 2000s, despite the fact that the decade had not yet ended (I Love the New Millennium[image: External link], broadcast in 2008, covered only the years 2000–2007). This was thought to be final installment of the series until 2014, when I Love the 2000s[image: External link] continued the format.

The concept was broadened to include non-decade based installments, I Love the Holidays[image: External link] and I Love Toys[image: External link].

The format of these shows has been repeated for the weekly program Best Week Ever[image: External link]. In a sketch on Fox's[image: External link] MADtv[image: External link] envisioning the, at the time, fictitious "I Love the 00s" show, VH1 was referred to as "the bitter comics ragging on real celebrities" network. On June 22 of that years, VH1 premiered I Love the New Millennium[image: External link], focusing on the years 2000–2007.
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 The Greatest series




VH1 also produces its The Greatest[image: External link] series in which a similar format is used to countdown lists like "100 Greatest Artists of Rock and Roll", "The 50 Sexiest Video Moments", "100 Greatest Songs of Rock 'N' Roll", "100 Greatest Songs from the Past 25 Years", "100 Greatest One-hit Wonders", and "100 Greatest Kid Stars". In 2001, Mark McGrath[image: External link] hosted VH1's miniseries "100 Most Shocking Moments in Rock 'N' Roll", which compiled a list of the moments in music history that changed its course and shook its foundations.[24] Recently in late December 2009, an updated series titled "100 Most Shocking Music Moments" aired on VH1.[25][26] In 2008 and early 2009, the channel premiered the "100 Greatest Hip-Hop Songs", "100 Greatest Hard Rock Songs", "100 Greatest Songs of the 90s", and "100 Greatest Songs of the 80s".
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 40 Most Awesomely Bad




In 2004, VH1 began this mini-series category with "50 Most Awesomely Bad Songs...Ever". Additional series in this group include "40 Most Awesomely Bad Dirrty Songs...Ever",[27] "40 Most Awesomely Bad Break-up Songs...Ever"[28] "40 Most Awesomely Bad #1 Songs...Ever",[29] "40 Most Awesomely Bad Metal Songs...Ever",[30] and "40 Most Awesomely Bad Love Songs".[31]
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 Celebreality




Further information: List of programs broadcast by VH1[image: External link]


In January 2005 VH1 launched its Celebreality programming block of reality shows featuring celebrities, anchored by The Surreal Life[image: External link], which mimics MTV's The Real World[image: External link], instead placing celebrities from the past into a living environment.[32] The word "celebreality" is a portmanteau[image: External link] combining the words "celebrity" and "reality" and is generally used to describe reality TV shows in which celebrities participate as subjects. The term appears to have been coined by Michael Gross, writing for The Toronto Star on May 12, 1991. In his article, entitled "Celebrity's New Face," Mr. Gross used a hyphenated form of the word ("celeb-reality") to describe the tendency of certain contemporary celebrities to downplay the traditional trappings of Hollywood glamour[image: External link]. "You could see the new celeb-reality on display at this year's Oscars," wrote Gross. "It is Kathy Bates and Whoopi Goldberg, not Kim Basinger and Michelle Pfeiffer. It is Jeremy Irons in black tie and the sneakers he says keep his feet on the ground. It is Kevin Costner, fighting small, important battles, winning big, but reacting with modesty and going off to party privately. The new celebrities are human first, famous second."

The next known citation of the word is by Joyce Millman, writing for The New York Times[image: External link] on January 5, 2003. In an article entitled, "Celebreality: The ‘Stars’ Are Elbowing Their Way In," Ms. Millman wrote: "Celebreality, the junk genre du jour, turns the notion of reality TV upside down. Instead of real people acting like celebrities on shows like "Survivor", "Big Brother" and "The Bachelor", celebreality gives us celebrities acting like real people on shows like "The Osbournes", "The Anna Nicole Show" and "Celebrity Boot Camp." I'm using the term "celebrity" loosely here — we're not talking about Russell Crowe, Julia Roberts and Dame Judi Dench eating bugs and scrubbing latrines. No, the celebrities of celebreality are a motlier crew, like, well, Mötley Crüe's Vince Neil, the former rap superstar M. C. Hammer and the wee ex-Michael Jackson ornament Emmanuel ("Webster") Lewis. Those three will be setting up housekeeping together on Thursday in "The Surreal Life" on WB, a celebreality spin on MTV's "Real World." Not to be outdone, ABC sends a Baldwin brother (Stephen), a supermodel (Frederique) and a former "L.A. Law" star (Corbin Bernsen) to Hawaii for "Celebrity Mole Hawaii", beginning Wednesday."

The VH1 Celebreality block has also aired shows such as:


	2003: Surviving Nugent[image: External link] sent eight individuals to Ted Nugent[image: External link]'s house to compete in various games and activities. One of the contestants was future reality show star Tila Tequila[image: External link].

	2005–2007: Hogan Knows Best[image: External link] is Hulk Hogan[image: External link]'s reality show.

	2005–2010: Celebrity Fit Club[image: External link] is a show where celebrities get in shape.

	2005: Strange Love[image: External link] is a spin-off of The Surreal Life[image: External link], following the relationship between Brigitte Nielsen[image: External link] and Flavor Flav[image: External link].

	2005–2008: My Fair Brady[image: External link] is another spin-off from The Surreal Life[image: External link], which follows the relationship of Christopher Knight[image: External link], who played Peter Brady[image: External link] on The Brady Bunch[image: External link], and Adrianne Curry[image: External link], who won the first season of America's Next Top Model[image: External link].

	2005-2006: Breaking Bonaduce[image: External link] covers the therapy and life of Danny Bonaduce[image: External link].

	2006–2007: Celebrity Paranormal Project[image: External link] features celebrities placed in haunted locations to explore and perform tasks.

	2006–2008: Flavor of Love[image: External link] is a spin-off of Strange Love[image: External link], where Flavor Flav[image: External link] tries to find love.

	2007–2009: I Love New York[image: External link], New York Goes to Hollywood[image: External link], and New York Goes to Work[image: External link] feature Tiffany "New York" Pollard[image: External link], from Flavor of Love[image: External link].

	2007: Flavor of Love Girls: Charm School[image: External link] is a spin-off of Flavor of Love[image: External link]


	2007–2009: Rock of Love[image: External link] features Bret Michaels[image: External link] searching for love.

	2007: Ego trip's The (White) Rapper Show[image: External link] is a reality contest hosted by MC Serch.

	2007–2008: The Salt-n-Pepa Show[image: External link] is a reality series following the 1990s rap duo Salt-n-Pepa[image: External link].

	2008–2009: Rock of Love: Charm School[image: External link] is a spin-off of Rock of Love with Bret Michaels[image: External link]


	2008–2010: I Love Money[image: External link] is a spin-off of Flavor of Love[image: External link], I Love New York[image: External link], Real Chance of Love[image: External link], and Rock of Love with Bret Michaels[image: External link].

	2008: ¡Viva Hollywood![image: External link] featured Hispanic actors competing for a chance to star in a telenovela[image: External link], hosted by Carlos Ponce[image: External link] and María Conchita Alonso[image: External link].

	2008: Ego trip's Miss Rap Supreme[image: External link] is another reality contest hosted by MC Serch.

	2008–2009: Real Chance of Love[image: External link] is a spin-off of I Love New York[image: External link] and I Love Money[image: External link].

	2008–2012: Celebrity Rehab with Dr. Drew[image: External link], which chronicled a group of celebrities as they're treated for alcohol and drug addiction by Dr. Drew Pinsky and his staff at the Pasadena Recovery Center in Pasadena, California.

	2008: Glam God with Vivica A. Fox[image: External link] is a reality show with red carpet diva Vivica A. Fox[image: External link].

	2008: The Cho Show[image: External link] is a reality sitcom following the antics of comedian Margaret Cho[image: External link].

	2009: Daisy of Love[image: External link] features Daisy de la Hoya, the runner-up of Rock of Love 2[image: External link], in her own dating show spin-off.

	2009: My Antonio[image: External link] is a reality series based on Antonio Sabato Jr.[image: External link]'s search for love.

	2009: Charm School with Ricki Lake[image: External link] is a spin-off of Rock of Love Bus with Bret Michaels[image: External link] and Real Chance of Love[image: External link].

	2009: Megan Wants a Millionaire[image: External link] features Megan Hauserman[image: External link] from Rock of Love 2[image: External link], I Love Money[image: External link], and Rock of Love: Charm School[image: External link] in her own reality dating spin-off. The program was canceled in mid-August 2009, a third of the way through its run, due to show contestant Ryan Jenkins's involvement in the murder of Jasmine Fiore[image: External link].

	2010: The Price of Beauty[image: External link] is a reality/documentary show featuring singer Jessica Simpson[image: External link] travelling the world.



Following the controversy over the murder-suicide of a contestant from Megan Wants a Millionaire[image: External link], the channel toned down its reality programming.[33][34]
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 Hip-Hop and Rock Honors




Since 2004, VH1 has showed their appreciation for hip-hop and rock music by honoring pioneers and movements. Hip-hop musicians honored include Eazy-E[image: External link], LL Cool J[image: External link], The Notorious B.I.G.[image: External link], 2Pac[image: External link], and Public Enemy[image: External link]. All of the shows have been taped in the Hammerstein Ballroom in New York City. On May 25, 2006, Queen[image: External link], Judas Priest[image: External link], Def Leppard[image: External link], and Kiss[image: External link] were the inaugural inductees into the VH1 Rock Honors[image: External link] in Las Vegas. The ceremony aired on VH1 six days later. In 2007, ZZ Top[image: External link], Heart[image: External link], Genesis[image: External link], and Ozzy Osbourne[image: External link] were inducted into the VH1 Rock Honors. 2008's sole Rock Honors inductees were The Who[image: External link].
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 Breakfast television




Starting in 2011, VH1 has broadcast Big Morning Buzz Live[image: External link], a daily morning news[image: External link] and pop culture[image: External link] talk show hosted by Carrie Keagan[image: External link], Jason Dundas[image: External link] and VH1 music expert Jim Shearer[image: External link], and later Nick Lachey[image: External link][35][36] The show features entertainment news, celebrity interviews and musical performances.[35][36] On June 3, 2013, VH1 premiered The Gossip Table[image: External link], another live daily entertainment news program featuring five entertainment columnists presenting entertainment news and gossip.[35][36] Both shows have since been cancelled.
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 Other current trends




On July 1, 2007, VH1 and MHD, the high-definition[image: External link] music channel of MTV (now called MTV Live[image: External link]), simulcast live the entire Concert for Diana from London, England, on the birthday of Princess Diana[image: External link], Princess of Wales[image: External link].[37]

Although VH1 has drastically reduced its emphasis on music, it does continue to play music videos (just like its sister network, MTV) from 3 a.m. until 11 a.m. ET. The overnight block was called Insomniac Music Theater until August 2005, when it was renamed Nocturnal State. As of the beginning of October 2008, Nocturnal State has been cut down to one hour, and Fresh: New Music has been supplanted by additional hours of Jump Start, thus meaning that VH1 now plays 7 hours of music daily. In 2010, VH1 retired Nocturnal State.

Music Videos continued to be branded under Jump Start until January 5, 2013 when a new logo was introduced. The name then changed to VH1 + Music and videos are primarily played between 6 A.M. to 9 A.M. Monday through Friday. Music Videos continued to be branded "Nocturnal State" and videos are primarily played between 3 A.M. to 6 A.M. Monday through Sunday. However at the start of 2016, VH1 + Music was dropped for blocks of older 1990s-2000's sitcoms, and presently the channel only carries music video programming in continuity form between shows.
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 VH1 Best Cruise Ever




From April 28 to May 2, 2011, from Tampa to Cozumel music fans could experience non-stop music performances from headliners Train[image: External link], Lifehouse, Colbie Caillat[image: External link], and The Script[image: External link]. Other bands include Alpha Rev[image: External link], Civil Twilight[image: External link], Mat Kearney[image: External link], One eskimO[image: External link], SafetySuit[image: External link], Thriving Ivory[image: External link], Trailer Park Ninjas, and Ryan Star[image: External link]. The cruise is on The Carnival Cruise Line[image: External link] ship Carnival Inspiration[image: External link].
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 2014–present




VH1 also has been a big supporter of the LGBT community. Tyra Banks[image: External link], along with Gay Rosenthal Productions, produced a show centered on a group of Transgender women living in Chicago. It stars Carmen Carrera, Giselle Garcia, Sidney Favors, Vi Le and Natalia Gonzalez. The 8 episode, 1 hour series aired in February 2015.[38] The network has also recently expanded into late night with VH1 Live![image: External link] and The Amber Rose Show[image: External link].
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 Beyond VH1
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 VH1 HD




VH1 HD (launched in 2005) is a 1080i[image: External link] high definition[image: External link] simulcast of VH1, with all major providers (with the exceptions of Suddenlink[image: External link] and Cable One[image: External link], which do not carry any Viacom networks) carrying the network; as of 2016 this feed is downgraded at a provider's headend[image: External link] to provide the network's standard definition channel on systems.
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 Sister channels in the U.S.




Further information: List of MTV channels[image: External link]


Like MTV and Nickelodeon before them, VH1 also launched spinoff digital networks as part of The Suite From MTV. Initially, four VH1 spinoff networks were formed, with another being made later on. However, as of August 2016, VH1 no longer has any spinoff networks, as all of the networks were rebranded as MTV, BET, or CMT spinoff networks, or became different networks entirely. VH1 formerly ran these channels:


	
VH1 Classic: Music videos primarily from the 1970s and 1980s, but also the 1960s and 1990s, concert footage, movies, and original programming centered on adult hits[image: External link], classic hits[image: External link] and classic rock[image: External link] music. Rebranded as MTV Classic[image: External link] on August 1, 2016.

	
VH1 MegaHits[image: External link]: A channel which played mostly top 40 adult contemporary[image: External link] videos from throughout VH1's history, from the 1980s to the early years of the 21st century. Due to low viewership, the network was discontinued. The satellite space was utilized by corporate parent MTV Networks to launch the LGBTQ network Logo[image: External link].

	
VH1 Soul: Classic and neo-soul music videos from yesterday and today. Rebranded as BET Soul[image: External link] under the editorial control of BET Networks[image: External link] on December 28, 2015.

	
VH1 Uno[image: External link]: A Spanish language channel which mostly consisted of music videos of Latin pop, rock, and traditional ballads, tropical, salsa and merengue music. Discontinued February 2, 2008 by MTV Networks to expand normal distribution of mtvU[image: External link] beyond college campuses.[39]


	
VH1 Country: Continuous country music videos; moved under CMT's editorial control and renamed CMT Pure Country[image: External link] on Memorial Day 2006.
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 The Internet




VH1's website, launched in 199? (1995 or 1998?). In 200? (2003?), VH1 created VSPOT, a broadband video channel that followed the model of MTV Overdrive[image: External link], containing the shows aired by VH1 and music videos[image: External link]. VSPOT was renamed to Video.VH1.com in late 2007.
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 VH1 around the world




Further information: List of MTV channels[image: External link]


As with other MTV channels, MTV Networks broadcasts international versions of VH1:


	
VH1 Adria: By the end of September 2012, Serbia[image: External link], Slovenia[image: External link], Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link], Macedonia[image: External link], Bulgaria[image: External link], Montenegro[image: External link] and Croatia[image: External link] got their regional version of VH1 called VH1 Adria.[40][41] However, due to financial problems, the channel closed in January 2015 and was replaced by the feed of VH1 Europe.

	
VH1 Australia[image: External link]: Since March (April for Optus customers) 2004, VH1 has been available in Australia on Foxtel[image: External link], Optus Television[image: External link] and Austar[image: External link]. It is also available on the SelecTv pay TV platform. On May 1, 2010 VH1 Australia was re-branded as MTV Classic.

	
VH1 Brasil[image: External link]: The Portuguese-language[image: External link] version of VH1 was launched in Brazil[image: External link] on May 1, 2004. However, VH1 Soul had been available to digital cable[image: External link] subscribers since 2004. In 2007 VH1 Soul stopped being available in Brazil. In 2009 the version HD[image: External link] of VH1 was launched.

	
VH1 Mega Hits Brazil[image: External link]: Replaced the Brazilian version of MTV Hits[image: External link]. The channel plays 24h chart hits non-stop.

	
VH1 Caribbean: Founded on April 14, 2004, VH1 Caribbean also known as VH1 Puerto, is a music television channel from Viacom International Media Networks, based on the American Channel of the same name. This version of VH1 is very different from its American counterpart, since it has never ceased to be a proper music channel, playing a wide variety of music programs on a daily or weekly basis. VH1 Caribbean is in 2013 the only major music channel in Caribbean and North Central America still broadcasting in the 4:3 ratio while others broadcast in 16:9 widescreen. VH1 Caribbean has also Change logo same as the original U.S. channel has adopted a new logo since 2013.



It appeared for the first time in Latin America in 2004 and the version airing was subsequently distributed across the whole of the Caribbean Islands. However, its current pan-Caribbean feed was officially launched in 2006, hence becoming a separate service from the Latin-aimed channel VH1 Latin America Now The Slogan The Home of More.[42]


	
VH1 Denmark[image: External link]: The Danish version of VH1 was launched in Denmark on March 15, 2008.

	
VH1 Europe[image: External link]: VH1 Europe is the VH1 channel broadcast in the European continent as well as Africa and the Middle East. This channel also airs in Russia, albeit it has the "16+" icon on the bottom-right, due to Russia's broadcasting laws.

	
VH1 Export: VH1 Export is the technical name used for the version of VH1 European available in the Middle East, Africa, and the Levant[image: External link] territories broadcasting via satellite, exclusively from the OSN[image: External link] pay-TV network. In Africa (on DStv[image: External link]), the channel is exactly the same as VH1 European, but with different adverts.

	
VH-1 Germany[image: External link]: In 1995 to 2001, a German-language[image: External link] version of VH-1 was broadcast, featuring more adult music than MTV, and using the original 1985 to 1987 US logo. It proved unsuccessful and eventually had to make way for a non-stop music channel aimed at teenagers called MTV2 Pop[image: External link]. However, VH1 has not really disappeared from German television, since it is still available in its pan-European version.

	
VH1 India[image: External link]: In December 2004, MTV India and Zee-Turner[image: External link] teamed up to bring VH1 to India (later owned by Viacom18[image: External link]). It is the only version of VH1 that currently uses the 2003 branding.

	
VH1 Indonesia[image: External link]: In Indonesia[image: External link], VH1 programming were aired on MTV Indonesia at 4 until 8 pm, and on local terrestrial channels such as Jak-TV, Jakarta[image: External link], STV Bandung[image: External link], TV Borobudur, Semarang[image: External link], TATV, Solo, and Makassar TV, Makassar[image: External link] (UHF21) and also a full link channel seen on satellite PALAPA C2.

	
VH1 Italy[image: External link]: Launched in July 2016, which replaced MTV Music[image: External link] on DTT[image: External link], which sold the main MTV station to Sky Italia on August 1, 2015.

	
VH1 Latin America[image: External link]: On April 1, 2004, VH1 Latin America joined MTV and Nickelodeon[image: External link] Latin America targeting audiences 25–49 years old. Until then, the VH1 main channel available for Latin America was the original US version. The Spanish-language[image: External link] channel is tailored for the market and feature a mix of music and entertainment with local and international-recording artists, as well as original programming.

	
VH1 Pakistan[image: External link]: It was launched in 2008 by Viacom as a joint venture with ARY Digital Network[image: External link]. However, in 2009, the channel was closed due to low ratings and repeated shows.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	
VH1 Polska[image: External link]: Launched (or rather renamed) on December 1, 2005. The channel is aimed at people in Poland over 25. The channel was formerly known as "MTV Classic" and (especially in its last months) was the same as present VH1, airing the same programs for the same target group.

	
VH1 Russia: VH1 Russia launched on December 2, 2005. It ceased broadcasting on July 1, 2010 and was replaced by the European VH1 feed.

	
VH1 UK[image: External link]: VH1 UK targets 25–44 years old, and has much of the same content as the main US channel. There were two sister stations in the UK: VH1 Classic[image: External link] (now MTV Classic) and VH2[image: External link] (now closed).
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Time (magazine)






"TIME" redirects here. For the aspect of reality which is change, as described in physics, see Time[image: External link]. For other uses, see Time (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Time is an American weekly news magazine[image: External link] published in New York City[image: External link]. It was founded in 1923 and for decades was dominated by Henry Luce[image: External link], who built a highly profitable stable of magazines.

A European edition (Time Europe, formerly known as Time Atlantic) is published in London and also covers the Middle East, Africa and, since 2003, Latin America. An Asian edition (Time Asia) is based in Hong Kong[image: External link]. The South Pacific edition, which covers Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific Islands[image: External link], is based in Sydney[image: External link], Australia. In December 2008, Time discontinued publishing a Canadian advertiser edition.[2]

Time has the world's largest circulation for a weekly news magazine, and has a readership of 26 million, 20 million of which are based in the United States.

As of 2012, it had a circulation of 3.3 million making it the eleventh most circulated magazine in the United States reception room circuit, and the second most circulated weekly behind People.[3] As of 2016, its circulation was 3,032,581.[1]

Richard Stengel[image: External link] was the managing editor from May 2006 to October 2013, when he joined the U.S. State Department[image: External link].[4][5] Nancy Gibbs[image: External link] has been the managing editor since October 2013.[5]



TOP
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Time magazine was created in 1923 by Briton Hadden[image: External link] and Henry Luce[image: External link], making it the first weekly news magazine in the United States.[6] The two had previously worked together as chairman and managing editor respectively of the Yale Daily News[image: External link]. They first called the proposed magazine Facts. They wanted to emphasize brevity, so that a busy man could read it in an hour. They changed the name to Time and used the slogan "Take Time–It's Brief".[7] Hadden was considered carefree and liked to tease Luce and saw Time as important but also fun, which accounted for its heavy coverage of celebrities (including politicians), the entertainment industry, and pop culture—criticized as too light for serious news.

It set out to tell the news through people, and for many decades the magazine's cover depicted a single person. More recently, Time has incorporated "People of the Year" issues which grew in popularity over the years. Notable mentions of them were Barack Obama, Steve Jobs, Matej Turk, etc. The first issue of Time was published on March 3, 1923, featuring Joseph G. Cannon[image: External link], the retired Speaker of the House of Representatives[image: External link], on its cover; a facsimile reprint of Issue No. 1, including all of the articles and advertisements contained in the original, was included with copies of the February 28, 1938 issue as a commemoration of the magazine's 15th anniversary.[8] The cover price was 15¢ (equivalent to $2.11 today) On Hadden's death in 1929, Luce became the dominant man at Time and a major figure in the history of 20th-century media. According to Time Inc.: The Intimate History of a Publishing Enterprise 1972–2004 by Robert Elson, "Roy Edward Larsen [...] was to play a role second only to Luce's in the development of Time Inc". In his book, The March of Time[image: External link], 1935–1951, Raymond Fielding also noted that Larsen was "originally circulation manager and then general manager of Time, later publisher of Life[image: External link], for many years president of Time Inc., and in the long history of the corporation the most influential and important figure after Luce".[citation needed[image: External link]]

Around the time they were raising $100,000 from wealthy Yale[image: External link] alumni like Henry P. Davison, partner of J.P. Morgan & Co.[image: External link], publicity man Martin Egan and J.P. Morgan & Co. banker Dwight Morrow, Henry Luce, and Briton Hadden hired Larsen in 1922 – although Larsen was a Harvard[image: External link] graduate and Luce and Hadden were Yale graduates. After Hadden died in 1929, Larsen purchased 550 shares of Time Inc., using money he obtained from selling RKO[image: External link] stock which he had inherited from his father, who was the head of the Benjamin Franklin Keith[image: External link] theatre chain in New England[image: External link]. However, after Briton Hadden's death, the largest Time stockholder was Henry Luce[image: External link], who ruled the media conglomerate in an autocratic fashion, "at his right hand was Larsen", Time's second-largest stockholder, according to Time Inc.: The Intimate History of a Publishing Enterprise 1923–1941. In 1929, Roy Larsen was also named a Time Inc. director and vice-president. J. P. Morgan retained a certain control through two directorates and a share of stocks, both over Time and Fortune. Other shareholders were Brown Brothers W. A. Harriman[image: External link] & Co., and The New York Trust Company (Standard Oil[image: External link]).[citation needed[image: External link]]

The Time Inc. stock owned by Luce at the time of his death was worth about $109 million, and it had been yielding him a yearly dividend of more than $2.4 million, according to Curtis Prendergast's The World of Time Inc.: The Intimate History of a Changing Enterprise 1957–1983. The Larsen family's Time stock was worth around $80 million during the 1960s, and Roy Larsen was both a Time Inc. director and the chairman of its Executive Committee, later serving as Time's vice-chairman of the board until the middle of 1979. According to the September 10, 1979 issue of The New York Times, "Mr. Larsen was the only employee in the company's history given an exemption from its policy of mandatory retirement at age 65."[citation needed[image: External link]]

After Time magazine began publishing its weekly issues in March 1923, Roy Larsen was able to increase its circulation by utilizing U.S. radio and movie theaters around the world. It often promoted both Time magazine and U.S. political and corporate interests. According to The March of Time[image: External link], as early as 1924, Larsen had brought Time into the infant radio business with the broadcast of a 15-minute sustaining quiz show entitled Pop Question which survived until 1925". Then, in 1928, Larsen "undertook the weekly broadcast of a 10-minute programme series of brief news summaries, drawn from current issues of Time magazine [...] which was originally broadcast over 33 stations throughout the United States".[citation needed[image: External link]]

Larsen next arranged for a 30-minute radio program, The March of Time[image: External link], to be broadcast over CBS[image: External link], beginning on March 6, 1931. Each week, the program presented a dramatisation of the week's news for its listeners, thus Time magazine itself was brought "to the attention of millions previously unaware of its existence", according to Time Inc.: The Intimate History of a Publishing Enterprise 1923–1941, leading to an increased circulation of the magazine during the 1930s. Between 1931 and 1937, Larsen's The March of Time[image: External link] radio program was broadcast over CBS radio and between 1937 and 1945 it was broadcast over NBC radio – except for the 1939 to 1941 period when it was not aired. People Magazine[image: External link] was based on Time's People page.

In 1989, when Time, Inc. and Warner Communications merged, Time became part of Time Warner[image: External link], along with Warner Bros.[image: External link] .

In 1988, Jason McManus[image: External link] succeeded Henry Grunwald[image: External link] as Editor-in-Chief and oversaw the transition before Norman Pearlstine[image: External link] succeeded him in 1995.

In 2000, Time magazine became part of AOL Time Warner, which reverted to the name Time Warner in 2003.

In 2007, Time moved from a Monday subscription/newsstand delivery to a schedule where the magazine goes on sale Fridays, and is delivered to subscribers on Saturday. The magazine actually began in 1923 with Friday publication.

During early 2007, the year's first issue was delayed for roughly a week due to "editorial changes", including the layoff of 49 employees.[9]

In 2009 Time announced that they were introducing a personalized print magazine, Mine, mixing content from a range of Time Warner publications based on the reader's preferences. The new magazine met with a poor reception, with criticism that its focus was too broad to be truly personal.[10]

The magazine has an online archive with the unformatted text for every article published. The articles are indexed and were converted from scanned images using optical character recognition[image: External link] technology. There are still minor errors in the text that are remnants of the conversion into digital format.

Time Inc. and Apple[image: External link] have come to an agreement wherein U.S. subscribers to Time will be able to read the iPad[image: External link] versions for free, at least until the two companies sort out a viable digital subscription model.[11]

In January 2013, Time Inc. announced that it would cut nearly 500 jobs – roughly 6% of its 8,000 staff worldwide.[12] Although Time magazine has maintained high sales, its ad pages have declined significantly over time.[13]

Also in January 2013, Time Inc. named Martha Nelson as the first female editor-in-chief of its magazine division.[14] In September 2013, Nancy Gibbs[image: External link] was named as the first female managing editor of Time magazine.[14]
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Time[citation needed[image: External link]]




	Year
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009



	Circulation (millions)
	4.2
	4.1
	4.1
	4.1
	4.1
	4.1
	4.1
	4.0
	4.0
	4.1
	3.4
	3.4
	3.4




During the second half of 2009, the magazine saw a 34.9% decline in newsstand sales.[15] During the first half of 2010, there was another decline of at least one-third in Time magazine sales. In the second half of 2010, Time magazine newsstand sales declined by about 12% to just over 79,000 copies per week.[citation needed[image: External link]] As of 2012, it has a circulation of 3.3 million, making it the eleventh most circulated magazine in the United States, and the second most circulated weekly behind People.[3] As of 2014, its circulation was 3,286,467[1]
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Time initially possessed a distinctive writing style, making regular use of inverted sentences[image: External link]. This was parodied in 1936 by Wolcott Gibbs[image: External link] in The New Yorker[image: External link]: "Backward ran sentences until reeled the mind [...] Where it all will end, knows God!"[16]

Until the mid-1970s, Time had a weekly section called "Listings", which contained capsule summaries and/or reviews of then-current significant films, plays, musicals, television programs, and literary bestsellers similar to The New Yorker[image: External link]'s "Current Events" section.[17]

Time is also known for its signature red border, first introduced in 1927. The iconic red border was homaged or satirized by Seattle's The Stranger[image: External link] newspaper in 2010.[18]

The border has only been changed four times since 1927: The issue released shortly after the September 11 attacks[image: External link] on the United States featured a black border to symbolize mourning[image: External link]. However, this edition was a special "extra" edition published quickly for the breaking news of the event; the next regularly scheduled issue contained the red border. Additionally, the April 28, 2008 Earth Day[image: External link] issue, dedicated to environmental issues[image: External link], contained a green border.[19] The next change in border was in the September 19, 2011 issue, commemorating the 10th anniversary of September 11 attacks[image: External link] with a metallic silver border. The most recent change (again with a silver border) was in the December 31, 2012 issue, noting Barack Obama[image: External link]'s selection as Person of the Year.

In 2007, Time engineered a style overhaul of the magazine. Among other changes, the magazine reduced the red cover border in order to promote featured stories, enlarged column titles, reduced the number of featured stories, increased white space[image: External link] around articles, and accompanied opinion pieces with photographs of the writers. The changes have met both criticism and praise.[20][21][22]
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Main article: Time Person of the Year[image: External link]


Time's most famous feature throughout its history has been the annual "Person of the Year" (formerly "Man of the Year") cover story, in which Time recognizes the individual or group of individuals who have had the biggest impact on news headlines over the past 12 months. The distinction is supposed to go to the person who, for good or ill, has most affected the course of the year; it is therefore not necessarily an honor or a reward. In the past, such figures as Adolf Hitler[image: External link] and Joseph Stalin[image: External link] have been Man of the Year.

In 2006, Person of the Year was designated as "You"[image: External link], a move that was met with split reviews. Some thought the concept was creative; others wanted an actual person of the year. Editors Pepper and Timmer reflected that, if it had been a mistake, "we're only going to make it once".[23]
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Main article: Time 100


In recent years, Time has assembled an annual list of the 100 most influential people of the year. Originally, they had made a list of the 100 most influential people of the 20th century. These issues usually have the front cover filled with pictures of people from the list and devote a substantial amount of space within the magazine to the 100 articles about each person on the list. There have, in some cases, been over 100 people, when two people have made the list together, sharing one spot.

The magazine also compiled "All-TIME 100 best novels" and "All-TIME 100 best movies[image: External link]" lists in 2005,[24][25][26] "The 100 Best TV Shows of All-TIME" in 2007,[27] and "All-TIME 100 Fashion Icons" in 2012.[28]

In February 2016, Time included the British and male author Evelyn Waugh[image: External link] on its "100 Most Read Female Writers in College Classes" list (he was 97th on the list) which created much media attention and concerns about the level of basic education among the magazine's staff.[29] Time later issued a retraction.[30] In a BBC interview with Justin Webb[image: External link], Professor Valentine Cunningham[image: External link] of Corpus Christi College, Oxford[image: External link], described the mistake as "a piece of profound ignorance on the part of Time magazine".[31]
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During its history, for five non-consecutive occasions, Time has released a special issue with a cover showing an X scrawled over the face of a man or a national symbol. The first Time magazine with a red X cover was released on May 7, 1945, showing a red X over Adolf Hitler[image: External link]'s face. The second X cover was released more than three months later on August 20, 1945, with a black X (to date, the magazine's only such use of a black X) covering the flag of Japan[image: External link], representing the recent surrender of Japan[image: External link] and which signaled the end of World War II[image: External link].

Fifty-eight years later, on April 21, 2003, Time released another issue with a red X over Saddam Hussein[image: External link]'s face, two weeks after the invasion. On June 13, 2006, Time magazine printed a red X cover issue following the death of Abu Musab al-Zarqawi[image: External link] in a U.S. airstrike in Iraq[image: External link]. The most recent red X cover issue of Time was published on May 2, 2011, after the death of Osama bin Laden[image: External link].[32]
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Main article: Time for Kids[image: External link]


Time for Kids[image: External link] is a division[image: External link] magazine of Time that is especially published for children and is mainly distributed in classrooms. TFK contains some national[image: External link] news, a " Cartoon[image: External link] of the Week", and a variety of articles concerning popular culture[image: External link]. An annual issue concerning the environment[image: External link] is distributed near the end of the U.S. school term. The publication rarely exceeds ten pages front and back.
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Time LightBox is a photography blog created and curated by Time's photo department, that was launched in 2011.[33] In 2011 Life[image: External link] picked LightBox for its Photo Blog Awards.[34]
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 Editors





	
Briton Hadden[image: External link] (1923–1929)

	
Henry Luce[image: External link] (1929–1949)

	
T. S. Matthews[image: External link] (1949–1953)
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 Managing editors






	Managing Editor
	Editor From
	Editor To



	T. S. Matthews[image: External link]
	1943
	1949



	Roy Alexander
	1949
	1960



	Otto Fuerbringer[image: External link]
	1960
	1968



	Henry Grunwald[image: External link]
	1968
	1977



	Ray Cave
	1979
	1985



	Jason McManus[image: External link]
	1985
	1987



	Henry Muller
	1987
	1993



	James R. Gaines[image: External link]
	1993
	1995



	Walter Isaacson[image: External link]
	1996
	2001



	Jim Kelly
	2001
	2005



	Richard Stengel[image: External link]
	2006
	2013



	Nancy Gibbs[image: External link]
	2013
	Present
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 Notable contributors





	
Aravind Adiga[image: External link], Time correspondent for three years, winner of the 2008 Man Booker Prize[image: External link] for fiction

	
James Agee[image: External link], book and movie editor for Time


	
Ann Blackman[image: External link], deputy news chief in Washington[35]


	
Ian Bremmer[image: External link], current Editor-at-Large

	
Margaret Carlson[image: External link], the first female columnist for Time


	
Robert Cantwell[image: External link], writer, editor 1936—1941

	
Whittaker Chambers[image: External link], writer, senior editor 1939—1948

	
Richard Corliss[image: External link], film critic for the magazine since 1980

	
Brad Darrach[image: External link], film critic

	
Nigel Dennis[image: External link], drama critic

	
John Gregory Dunne[image: External link], reporter; later author and screenwriter

	
Peter Economy[image: External link], author and editor

	
Alexander Eliot[image: External link], art editor from 1945 to 1961, author of 18 books on art, mythology, and history, including Three Hundred Years of American Painting, published by Time-Life Books[image: External link]


	
Dean E. Fischer[image: External link], reporter and editor, 1964–81

	
Nancy Gibbs[image: External link], essayist and editor-at-large[image: External link]; has written more than 100 Time cover stories

	
Lev Grossman[image: External link], writes primarily about books for the magazine

	
Deena Guzder[image: External link], a human rights journalist and author

	
Jerry Bernard Hannifin, award-winning chief aerospace correspondent for four decades, as well as specialist on Latin America, and licensed pilot[36]


	
Wilder Hobson[image: External link], reporter in 1930s and '40s

	
Robert Hughes[image: External link], Time's long-tenured art critic

	
Pico Iyer[image: External link], essayist and novelist, essayist for Time since 1986

	
Alvin M. Josephy, Jr.[image: External link], photo editor 1952–60; also a historian and Hollywood screenwriter

	
Weldon Kees[image: External link], critic

	
Joe Klein[image: External link], author (Primary Colors[image: External link]) and a Time columnist who wrote the "In the Arena" column

	
Louis Kronenberger[image: External link], drama critic 1938–1961

	
Andre Laguerre[image: External link], Paris bureau chief 1948–1956, London bureau chief 1951–1956, also wrote about sports for Time; later longtime managing editor of Sports Illustrated[image: External link]


	
Nathaniel Lande[image: External link], author, filmmaker, and former creative director of Time


	
Will Lang Jr.[image: External link] 1936–1968, Time Life International

	
Marshall Loeb[image: External link], writer and editor from 1956 through 1980

	
John Moody[image: External link], Vatican and Rome correspondent 1986 through 1996

	
Jim Murray[image: External link], West Coast correspondent 1948–1955

	
Lance Morrow[image: External link], backpage essayist from 1976 through 2000

	
Richard Schickel[image: External link], film critic from 1965 through 2010

	
Michael Schuman, author and journalist who specializes in Asian economics, politics and history, currently the Asia business correspondent for TIME magazine based in Hong Kong

	
Hugh Sidey[image: External link], political reporter and columnist, beginning in 1957

	
Donald L. Barlett[image: External link] and James B. Steele[image: External link], investigative reporters who won two National Magazine Awards while at Time


	
Joel Stein[image: External link], columnist who wrote the Joel 100 just after Time Magazine's Most Influential issue in 2006

	
Calvin Trillin[image: External link], food writer, was a reporter for Time from 1960 to 1963

	
David Von Drehle[image: External link], current Editor-at-Large

	
Lasantha Wickrematunge[image: External link], journalist

	
Robert Wright[image: External link], contributing editor

	
Fareed Zakaria[image: External link], current Editor-at-Large
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 See also





	Heroes of the Environment[image: External link]

	List of people on the cover of Time magazine[image: External link]

	"The Thriving Cult of Greed and Power[image: External link]", 1991 article about Scientology[image: External link], by Richard Behar[image: External link], which received the Gerald Loeb Award[image: External link]


	
Is God Dead?[image: External link], one of Time's most famous covers
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List of best-selling music Artists






This list includes music artists with claims of 75 million or more record sales. The artists in the following tables are listed with both their claimed sales figure along with their total of certified units and are ranked in descending order, with the artist with the highest amount of claimed sales at the top. If two or more artists have the same claimed sales, they are then ranked by certified units. The claimed sales figure and the total of certified units (for each country) within the provided sources include sales of albums, singles, compilation-albums, music videos as well as downloads of singles and full-length albums. Sales figures, such as those from Soundscan[image: External link], which are sometimes published by Billboard magazine, have not been included in the certified units column. As of 2017, based on both sales claims and certified units, The Beatles are considered the highest-selling band. Elvis Presley is considered the highest-selling individual artist based on sales claims and Rihanna is the highest-selling individual artist based on certified units.

Definitions

All artists included on this list, which have begun charting on official albums or singles charts have their available claimed figures supported by at least 20% in certified units[image: External link]. That is why Cliff Richard[image: External link], Diana Ross[image: External link], Scorpions[image: External link], Charles Aznavour[image: External link], Bing Crosby[image: External link], Gloria Estefan[image: External link], Deep Purple[image: External link], Iron Maiden[image: External link], Tom Jones, The Jackson 5[image: External link], Dionne Warwick[image: External link], the Spice Girls, Luciano Pavarotti[image: External link], Dolly Parton[image: External link], Ozzy Osbourne[image: External link], Andrea Bocelli[image: External link] and others have not been included on this list. The more recent the artist, the higher the required percentage of certified units, so artists such as Rihanna, Taylor Swift, Flo Rida, Katy Perry[image: External link], Lady Gaga, Adele, Justin Bieber and Bruno Mars are expected to have their claimed figures supported by over 75% in certified units. The certified units are sourced from available online databases of local music industry[image: External link] associations. All certified units are converted from Gold/Platinum/Diamond certification awards based on criteria provided by certifying bodies. The certified sales percentage varies according to the first year that an artist appeared in the charts.[a]

The requirements of certified sales are designed to avoid inflated sales figures, which are frequently practiced by record companies for promotional purposes.[1][2] The claimed figures are referenced from online articles created by highly reliable sources. For clarity, the sources used, say the term "records" (singles, albums, videos) and not "albums". However, if all available sources for an artist or band say "albums", such sources are only used if the certified album units of the said artist meet the required percentage amount. This list uses claimed figures that are closest to artists' available certified units: inflated claimed figures that meet the required certified units amount but are unrealistically high, are not used.

The claimed figures are upgraded only when there is a significant progress in artists' certified sales. In other words, the available certified sales for each artist should get relatively closer to already listed claimed figure in order for higher figures to replace the listed ones.

The certified sales of the newer artists may sometimes be higher than their listed claimed figures. This is because Recording Industry Association of America and almost all other certifying bodies count streaming towards Gold and Platinum thresholds required for Digital Single Award certification.[3][4][5] For this reason, some singles and even albums get over certified by hundreds of thousands of units. The over certified figures, however, are often in millions of units for RIAA certifications, one such example is Rihanna's single "We Found Love[image: External link]", which is certified at nine times Platinum by the RIAA, yet during the time of the certification, it had sold 5.4 million downloads.[6][7]

The certified sales for some artists/bands who have multi-disc albums can be higher than their listed claimed figures due to Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) counting each unit within set as one unit toward certification.

Artists by reputed sales

250 million or more records


	To ensure the highest level of fact checking and editorial control, this list sources sales figures to news organizations and highly regarded music industry related organizations such as MTV, VH1, Billboard and Rolling Stone.

	The figures of total certified units within the table below are based on certified units of albums, singles (including digital downloads) and videos.

	Markets' order within the table is based on Retail Value: each market generates respectively, the largest market at the top and smallest at the bottom.[8][9]






	Artist
	Country / Market
	Period active
	Release year of first charted record
	Genre
	Total certified units[image: External link]

(from available markets[image: External link])[b]
	Claimed sales



	The Beatles
	United Kingdom
	1960–1970[10]
	1962[10]
	Rock[image: External link] / Pop[10]
	



Total available certified units: 270.8 million 



	US: 212.250 million[11]

	JPN[image: External link]: 4.950 million[b][12]

	GER[image: External link]: 8 million[b][13]

	UK: 17.845 million[b][14]

	FRA[image: External link]: 3.890 million[b][15][16]

	AUS[image: External link]: 3.060 million[b][17][18]

	CAN[image: External link]: 14.455 million[b][19]

	BRA[image: External link]: 550,000[b][20]

	ITA[image: External link]: 305,000[b][21]

	SWE 485,000[b][22]

	SPA[image: External link]: 1.240 million[b][23][24]

	AUT: 500,000[b][25]

	BEL[image: External link]: 265,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 350,000[b][28]

	DEN[image: External link]: 260,000[b][29][30]

	POL[image: External link]: 175,000[b][31]

	ARG[image: External link]: 1.590 million[b][32]

	NZ[image: External link]: 660,000[b][33][34]








	600 million[35][36]

500 million[37]



	Elvis Presley
	United States
	1954–1977[38]
	1954[38]
	Rock and roll[image: External link] / Pop / Country[38]
	



Total available certified units: 211.5 million 



	US: 188.650 million[11]

	JPN: 300,000[b][12]

	GER: 1.2 million[b][13]

	UK: 12.205 million[b][14]

	FRA: 2.590 million[b][15][16]

	AUS: 1.587 million[b][17]

	CAN: 2.925 million[b][19]

	BRA: 125,000[b][20]

	ITA: 105,000[b][21]

	SWE 380,000[b][22]

	SPA: 300,000[b][23][39][40]

	MEX[image: External link]: 105,000[b][41][42]

	AUT: 205,000[b][25]

	BEL: 115,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 185,000[b][28]

	DEN: 120,000[b][43][44][45]

	ARG: 110,000[b][32]

	FIN[image: External link]: 213,945[b][46]

	NZ: 117,500[b][33][34]








	600 million[47][48]

500 million[49]



	Michael Jackson
	United States
	1964–2009[50]
	1971[50]
	Pop / Rock / Dance / Soul / R&B[image: External link][50]
	



Total available certified units: 183.9 million 



	US: 104.5 million[11]

	JPN: 4.650 million[b][12][51]

	GER: 11.275 million[13]

	UK: 26.995 million[14]

	FRA: 11.375 million[15][16][52]

	AUS: 6.6 million[b][17][18][53][54][55]

	CAN: 4.670 million[19]

	BRA: 280,000[b][20]

	ITA: 1.170 million[b][21]

	SWE: 1.230 million[b][22][56]

	SPA: 1.995 million[b][23][24][39][40][57]

	MEX[image: External link]: 3.670 million[b][41]

	AUT: 1.197 million[b][25]

	BEL: 365,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 910,000[b][28]

	DEN: 1.159 million[b][58][59][60]

	POL: 530,000[b][31]

	ARG: 100,000[b][32]

	FIN: 384,127[46]

	NZ: 902,500[33][34]








	350 million[61]

300 million[62][63]



	Madonna
	United States
	1979–present[64]
	1982[64]
	Pop / Dance / Electronica[image: External link][64]
	



Total available certified units: 170.5 million 



	US: 85.675 million[11]

	JPN: 6.450 million [b][12][51]

	GER: 12.4 million[13]

	UK: 28.845 million[14]

	FRA: 12.795 million[15][16][52]

	AUS: 4.717 million[b][17][65][66]

	CAN: 6.030 million[19]

	BRA: 3.440 million[b][20]

	ITA: 465,000[b][21]

	SWE: 1.070 million[b][22][56]

	SPA: 2.815 million[23][24][39][40][57]

	MEX: 510,000[b][41]

	AUT: 602,500[b][25]

	BEL: 690,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 1.080 million[b][28]

	DEN: 387,000[b][58][59][67][68][69][70]

	POL: 530,000[b][31]

	ARG: 970,000[32]

	FIN: 652,686[46]

	NZ: 417,500[33][34]








	300 million[71][72]

275 million[73]



	Elton John
	United Kingdom
	1964–present[74]
	1969[74]
	Pop / Rock[74]
	



Total available certified units: 167.6 million 



	US: 116.850 million[11]

	JPN: 1.1 million [b][12]

	GER: 7.9 million[b][13]

	UK: 21.895 million[b][14]

	FRA: 4.825 million[b][15][16][52]

	AUS: 2.837 million[b][17]

	CAN: 5.975 million[b][19]

	BRA: 835,000[b][20]

	SWE: 740,000[b][22]

	SPA: 1.2 million[b][23][24][40][57]

	MEX: 100,000[b][41]

	AUT: 765,000[b][25]

	BEL: 390,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 1.313 million[b][28]

	DEN: 150,000[b][44][59][75]

	POL: 150,000[b][31]

	ARG: 120,000[32]

	FIN: 163,481[46]

	NZ: 255,000[b][33][34]








	300 million[76][77]

250 million[78][79]



	Led Zeppelin[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	1968–1980[80]
	1969[80]
	Hard rock / Blues rock[image: External link] / Folk rock[image: External link][80]
	



Total available certified units: 139.5 million 



	US: 114.1 million[11]

	JPN: 400,000 [b][12]

	GER: 3.775 million[b][13]

	UK: 9.130 million[b][14]

	FRA: 2.310 million[b][15][16][81]

	AUS: 2.8 million[b][17][82][83]

	CAN: 4.710 million[19]

	BRA: 820,000[b][20]

	ITA: 345,000[b][21]

	SPA: 450,000[b][24][40][57]

	SWI: 211,000[b][28]

	POL: 120,000[b][31]

	ARG: 360,000[b][32]








	300 million[84][85]

200 million[86][87]



	Pink Floyd
	United Kingdom
	1965–1996, 2014[88][89]
	1967[88]
	Progressive rock[image: External link] / Psychedelic rock[image: External link][88]
	



Total available certified units: 118.7 million 



	US: 78 million[11]

	JPN: 100,000[b][90]

	GER: 7.5 million[b][13]

	UK: 11.270 million[b][14]

	FRA: 6.360 million[b][15][16][52]

	AUS: 2.932 million[b][17][18]

	CAN: 6.790 million[b][19]

	BRA: 515,000[b][20]

	ITA: 1.685 million[b][21]

	SWE: 220,000[b][22][56]

	SPA: 625,000[b][23][24][39][57]

	AUT: 460,000[b][25]

	BEL: 115,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 390,000[b][28]

	POL: 580,000[b][31]

	ARG: 430,000[b][32]

	NZ: 787,500[b][33][34]








	250 million[91][92]

200 million[93][94]





	The column for certified sales above includes markets, the databases of which contain certifications representing figures of 100,000 and more.



200 million to 249 million records


	To ensure the highest level of fact checking and editorial control, this list sources sales figures to news organizations and highly regarded music industry related organizations such as MTV, VH1, Billboard[image: External link] and Rolling Stone.

	The figures of total certified units within the table below are based on certified units of albums, singles (including digital downloads) and videos.

	Markets' order within the table is based on Retail Value each market generates respectively, the largest market at the top and the smallest at the bottom.[8][9]






	Artist
	Country / Market
	Period active
	Release-year of first charted record
	Genre
	Total certified units[image: External link]

(from available markets[image: External link])[b]
	Claimed sales



	Rihanna
	Barbados[image: External link]

United States
	2005–present[95]
	2005[95]
	R&B / Pop / Dance / Hip-hop[95]
	



Total available certified units: 217.4 million 



	US: 161.05 million[11]

	JPN[image: External link]: 1.4 million[12][51]

	GER[image: External link]: 4.275 million[13]

	UK: 27.9 million[14]

	FRA[image: External link]: 1.125 million[16]

	AUS[image: External link]: 8.870 million[17]

	CAN[image: External link]: 2.6 million[19]

	BRA[image: External link]: 555,000[20]

	ITA[image: External link]: 1.345 million[b][21]

	SWE: 2.4 million[22][56]

	SPA[image: External link]: 1.410 million[23]

	MEX[image: External link]: 380,000[41][96]

	AUT: 120,000[25]

	BEL[image: External link]: 630,000[27]

	SWI: 840,000[28]

	DEN[image: External link]: 1.027[58][59][60][67][75][97][98][99]

	POL[image: External link]: 680,000[31]

	IRE[image: External link]: 240,000[100]

	NZ[image: External link]: 637,500[33][34]








	230 million[101]



	Mariah Carey
	United States
	1988–present[102]
	1990[102]
	R&B / Pop / Soul / Hip-hop[image: External link][102]
	



Total available certified units: 134.7 million 



	US: 91.6 million[11]

	JPN: 14.5 million [b][12][51][103]

	GER: 3.250 million[13]

	UK: 9.360 million[14]

	FRA: 4.690 million[15][16][52]

	AUS: 3.445 million[b][17][104]

	CAN: 4.1 million[19]

	BRA: 835,000[20]

	ITA: 200,000[b][21]

	SWE: 425,000[22]

	SPA: 1 million[23][24][40][57]

	AUT: 200,000[25]

	BEL: 150,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 515,000[28]

	DEN: 130,000[60][105]

	POL: 100,000[b][31]

	NZ: 240,000[b][33]








	200 million[106][107]

175 million[108][109]



	Celine Dion
	Canada
	1981–present[110]
	1981[110]
	Pop[110]
	



Total available certified units: 124.6 million 



	US: 56.550 million[11]

	JPN: 7.150 million[b][12][111][112]

	GER: 8 million[13]

	UK: 13.255 million[14]

	FRA: 15.635 million[15][16][52][81]

	AUS: 3.302 million[b][17][18]

	CAN: 12.245 million[19]

	BRA: 505,000[b][20]

	SWE: 1.105 million[b][22]

	SPA: 1 million[40][57]

	AUT: 440,000[b][25]

	BEL: 1.885 million[b][26][27]

	SWI: 1.685 million[b][28]

	DEN: 370,000[b][44][113][114][115]

	POL: 680,000[b][31]

	ARG[image: External link]: 340,000[32]

	FIN[image: External link]: 356,183[46]

	NZ: 192,500[33][34]








	200 million[116][117]

175 million[118][119]



	AC/DC[image: External link]
	Australia
	1973–present[120]
	1975[120]
	Hard rock[image: External link] / Blues rock[image: External link] / Rock and roll[image: External link][120]
	



Total available certified units: 112.9 million 



	US: 79.7 million[11]

	GER: 10.3 million[b][13]

	UK: 4 million[14]

	FRA: 4.180 million[15][16]

	AUS: 7.330 million[b][17]

	ITA: 725,000[b][21]

	CAN: 2.490 million[b][19]

	SWE: 350,000[b][22][56]

	SPA: 1.355 million[b][23][24][39][40][57]

	AUT: 380,000[b][25]

	BEL: 100,000[b][27]

	SWI: 894,000[b][28]

	DEN: 135,000[59][60][121]

	ARG: 570,000[b][32]

	FIN: 321,169[46]

	NZ: 140,000[b][33][34]








	200 million[122][123]

150 million[124][125]



	Whitney Houston
	United States
	1977–2012[126]
	1984[126]
	R&B / Soul / Pop[126]
	



Total available certified units: 112.6 million 



	US: 75.275 million[11]

	JPN: 4.3 million[b][12][127]

	GER: 5.6 million[b][13]

	UK: 14.605 million[14]

	FRA: 2.275 million[15][16][52]

	AUS: 1.580 million[b][17][18][128]

	CAN: 3.430 million[19]

	BRA: 1.025[b][20]

	ITA: 140,000[b][21]

	SWE: 1.035 million[b][22]

	SPA: 1.260 million[23][24][39][40]

	AUT: 535,000[b][25]

	BEL: 215,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 845,000[b][28]

	DEN: 140,000[59][60]

	POL: 180,000[b][31]

	FIN: 247,222[46]








	200 million[129][130]

170 million[131][132]



	Queen[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	1971–present[133]
	1973[133]
	Rock[133]
	



Total available certified units: 114.7 million 



	US: 55.1 million[11]

	JPN: 2.850 million[b][12][51][134]

	GER: 11.525 million[b][13]

	UK: 28.615 million[b][14]

	FRA: 4.495 million[b][15][16][52]

	AUS: 2.167 million[b][17][18]

	CAN: 1.870 million[b][19]

	BRA: 970,000[b][20]

	ITA: 460,000[b][21]

	SWE: 190,000[b][22]

	SPA: 1.720 million[b][23][24][39][40]

	AUT: 900,000[b][25]

	BEL: 100,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 1.256 million[b][28]

	POL: 810,000[b][31]

	ARG: 1.040 million[b][32]

	FIN: 366,152[46]

	NZ: 275,000[b][33][34]








	200 million[135][136]

150 million[137]



	The Rolling Stones[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	1962–present[138]
	1963[138]
	Rock / Blues rock[image: External link] / Pop [138]
	



Total available certified units: 96.9 million 



	US: 74.750 million[11]

	JPN: 950,000[b][12]

	GER: 3.2 million[b][13]

	UK: 8.250 million[b][14]

	FRA: 3.370 million[b][15][16][52]

	AUS: 417,500[b][17]

	CAN: 3.025 million[b][19]

	BRA: 100,000[b][20]

	ITA: 155,000[b][21]

	SWE: 310,000[b][22]

	SPA: 690,000[b][23][24][39][40][57]

	AUT: 300,000[b][25]

	BEL: 120,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 238,000[b][28]

	POL: 140,000[b][31]

	ARG: 710,000[b][32]

	NZ: 190,000[b][33][34]








	200 million[139][140]



	ABBA[image: External link]
	Sweden[image: External link]
	1972–1982[141]
	1972[141]
	Pop / Disco[image: External link][141]
	



Total available certified units: 60.6 million 



	US: 12.7 million[11]

	JPN: 1.5 million[b][51][142][143]

	GER: 10.450 million[b][13]

	UK: 18.910 million[b][14]

	FRA: 2.750 million[b][15][16][52]

	AUS: 6.127 million[b][17][144]

	CAN: 2.785 million[b][19]

	BRA: 275,000[b][20][56]

	SWE: 800,000[b][22]

	SPA: 1.005 million[b][23][39]

	MEX[image: External link]: 260,000[b][41]

	AUT: 175,000[b][25]

	BEL: 380,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 600,000[b][28]

	DEN: 600,000[b][145][146][147]

	POL: 150,000[b][31]

	ARG: 230,000[b][32]

	FIN: 656,319[46]

	NZ: 297,500[b][34][148][149]








	200 million[150][151]

100 million[152][153]





	The column for certified sales above includes markets, the databases of which contain certifications representing figures of 100,000 and more.



120 million to 199 million records


	To ensure the highest level of fact checking and editorial control, this list sources sales figures to news organizations and highly regarded music industry related organizations such as MTV, VH1, Billboard[image: External link] and Rolling Stone.

	The figures of total certified units within the table below are based on certified units of albums, singles (including digital downloads) and videos.

	Markets' order within the table is based on Retail Value each market generates respectively, the largest market at the top and the smallest at the bottom.[8][9]






	Artist
	Country / Market
	Period active
	Release-year of first charted record
	Genre
	Total certified units[image: External link]

(from available markets[image: External link])[b]
	Claimed sales



	Taylor Swift
	United States
	2006–present[154]
	2006[154]
	Country / Country pop[image: External link] / Pop / Pop-rock[154]
	



Total available certified units: 155.1 million 



	US: 133.5 million[11]

	JPN[image: External link]: 2.850 million[12][51]

	GER[image: External link]: 750,000[13]

	UK: 7 million[14]

	FRA[image: External link]: 150,000[16]

	AUS: 5.285 million[17]

	CAN: 4.340 million[19]

	BRA[image: External link]: 170,000[20]

	ITA[image: External link]: 160,000[b][21]

	SWE: 160,000[56]

	MEX[image: External link]: 450,000[41][42][96]

	NZ[image: External link]: 352,500[33][34]








	170 million[155]



	Garth Brooks
	United States
	1989–present[156]
	1989[156]
	Country[156]
	



Total available certified units: 156 million 



	US: 149.4 million[11]

	UK: 520,000[14]

	AUS[image: External link]: 280,000[b][17]

	CAN[image: External link]: 5.730 million[19]

	IRE: 120,000[b][100]








	160 million[157]



	Eminem
	United States
	1996–present[158]
	1999[158]
	Hip-hop[image: External link][158]
	



Total available certified units: 131.7 million 



	US: 86.1 million[11]

	JPN: 2.9 million [12][51]

	GER: 3.450 million[13]

	UK: 21.225 million[14]

	FRA: 3.170 million[16][81]

	AUS: 5.702 million[17]

	CAN: 3.770 million[19]

	BRA: 200,000[20]

	ITA: 450,000[b][21]

	SWE: 810,000[22][56]

	SPA[image: External link]: 290,000[23][57]

	MEX: 365,000[41]

	AUT: 310,000[25]

	BEL[image: External link]: 475,000[26][27]

	SWI: 805,000[28]

	DEN[image: External link]: 506,000[b][58][159]

	POL[image: External link]: 250,000[31]

	FIN[image: External link]: 124,547[46]

	IRE[image: External link]: 285,000[b][100]

	NZ: 562,500[33][34]








	155 million[160]



	Eagles[image: External link]
	United States
	1971–1980, 1994–present[161]
	1972[161]
	Rock[161]
	



Total available certified units: 129.2 million 



	US: 108.9 million[11]

	JPN: 600,000[b][12]

	GER: 925,000[b][13]

	UK: 7.635 million[b][14]

	FRA: 2.040 million[b][15][16][52]

	AUS: 3.395 million[b][17][162]

	CAN: 4.2 million[b][19]

	SWE: 140,000[b][22]

	SPA: 500,000[b][23][24]

	SWI: 290,000[b][28]

	DEN: 185,000[b][59]

	FIN: 124,749[46]

	NZ: 352,500[b][33][34]








	150 million[163]



	U2
	Ireland
	1976–present[164]
	1980[164]
	Rock[164]
	



Total available certified units: 106.1 million 



	US: 53.1 million[11]

	JPN: 1.450 million[b][12]

	GER: 5.125 million[13]

	UK: 18.220 million[14]

	FRA: 5.025 million[15][16]

	AUS: 4.412 million[b][17][18][165]

	CAN: 7.115 million[19]

	BRA: 2.675 million[b][20]

	ITA: 740,000[b][21]

	SWE: 515,000[b][22]

	SPA: 2.275 million[23][24][39][40][57]

	MEX: 835,000[b][41]

	AUT: 500,000[b][25]

	BEL: 725,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 696,000[b][28]

	DEN: 473,000[b][58][59][60][75][166]

	POL: 360,000[b][31]

	ARG: 590,000[32]

	FIN: 235,460[46]

	IRE: 316,000[b][100]

	NZ: 765,000[33][34]








	150 million[167]



	Billy Joel
	United States
	1964–present[168]
	1971[168]
	Pop / Rock[168]
	



Total available certified units: 102.4 million 



	US: 87.950 million[11]

	JPN: 2 million[b][12][169]

	GER: 1.250 million[b][13]

	UK: 5.455 million[b][14]

	FRA: 925,000[b][15][16][52]

	AUS: 1.267[b][17][18]

	CAN: 3.275 million[b][19]

	AUT: 125,000[b][25]

	NZ: 162,500[b][33]








	150 million[170]



	Phil Collins
	United Kingdom
	1980–2011, 2015–present[171]
	1981[171]
	Rock / Progressive rock[image: External link] / Adult contemporary[image: External link][171]
	



Total available certified units: 87.7 million 



	US: 39.850 million[11]

	JPN: 800,000[b][12]

	GER: 13.8 million[13]

	UK: 15.250 million[14]

	FRA: 6.410 million[15][16][52]

	AUS: 1.522[b][17][18]

	CAN: 3.375 million[19]

	BRA: 1.370 million[b][20]

	SWE: 245,000[b][22]

	SPA: 2.150 million[23][24][40][57]

	AUT: 440,000[b][25]

	BEL: 305,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 973,000[b][28]

	ARG: 980 million[32]

	FIN: 182,581[46]

	NZ: 122,500[33][34]








	150 million[172]



	Aerosmith[image: External link]
	United States
	1970–present[173]
	1973[173]
	Hard rock[173]
	



Total available certified units: 84.4 million 



	US: 70.250 million[11]

	JPN: 2.7 million[b][12][51]

	GER: 2 million[b][13]

	UK: 3.170 million[14]

	FRA: 225,000[15][16][52]

	AUS: 155,000[b][17]

	CAN: 3.950 million[b][19]

	BRA: 600,000[b][20]

	SWE: 260,000[b][22]

	SPA: 200,000[b][23][40]

	MEX: 230,000[b][41]

	SWI: 145,000[b][28]

	AUT: 125,000[b][25]

	POL: 100,000[b][31]

	ARG: 290,000[b][32]

	FIN: 101,722[46]








	150 million[174]



	Frank Sinatra
	United States
	1935–1995[175]
	1939[175]
	Pop / Swing[image: External link][175]
	



Total available certified units: 37.1 million 



	US: 28.2 million[b][11]

	GER: 1 million[b][13]

	UK: 5.325 million[b][14]

	FRA: 600,000[b][15]

	AUS: 245,000[b][17]

	CAN: 650,000[b][19]

	BRA: 350,000[b][20]

	SWE: 130,000[b][22]

	SPA: 500,000[b][24][40][57]

	ARG: 180,000[b][32]








	150 million[176]



	Barbra Streisand[image: External link]
	United States
	1960–present[177]
	1963[177]
	Pop / Adult contemporary[177]
	



Total available certified units: 97.4 million 



	US: 82.450 million[11]

	GER: 750,000[b][13]

	UK: 5.765 million[b][14]

	FRA: 3.150 million[b][15][16][52]

	AUS: 2.047 million[b][17]

	CAN: 2.650 million[b][19]

	SWE: 120,000[22][56]

	SPA: 150,000[b][57]

	FIN: 186,501[b][46]

	NZ: 137,500[b][33]








	145 million[178]



	Bruno Mars
	United States
	2004–present[179]
	2010[179]
	Pop rock / R&B[179]
	



Total available certified units: 108.8 million 



	US: 77 million[11]

	JPN: 950,000[12][51]

	GER: 3.4 million[13]

	UK: 12.7 million[14]

	FRA: 1.575 million[16]

	AUS: 4.585 million[17]

	CAN: 4.4 million[19]

	ITA: 540,000[b][21]

	SWE: 400,000[22][56]

	SPA: 450,000[23]

	MEX: 780,000[41][42]

	AUT: 180,000[25]

	BEL: 330,000[27]

	SWI: 405,000[28]

	DEN: 365,000[b][60][180]

	NZ: 502,500[33]

	PHL[image: External link]: 330,000[181]








	124 million[182]



	Kanye West
	United States
	1996–present[183]
	2004[183]
	Hip-hop / Electronic / Pop rock[183]
	



Total available certified units: 101.8 million 



	US: 87.750 million[11]

	JPN: 100,000[184]

	GER: 300,000[13]

	UK: 9.760 million[14]

	AUS: 2.135 million[17]

	CAN: 1.180 million[19]

	ITA: 100,000[b][21]

	SWE: 160,000[56]

	DEN: 384,500[59][60][67][185]








	121 million[186]



	Bruce Springsteen
	United States
	1972–present[187]
	1973[187]
	Rock[187]
	



Total available certified units: 101.7 million 



	US: 76.150 million[11]

	JPN: 400,000[b][12]

	GER: 4.325 million[b][13]

	UK: 7.145 million[14]

	FRA: 1.887 million[15][16][52]

	AUS: 3.597 million[b][17]

	CAN: 3.2 million[b][19]

	BRA: 100,000[b][20]

	ITA: 550,000[b][21]

	SWE: 810,000[b][22][56]

	SPA: 1.730 million[b][23][24][39][40][57]

	AUT: 290,000[b][25]

	SWI: 400,000[b][28]

	DEN: 155,000[b][58][60][67][188]

	FIN: 449,800[46]

	IRE: 189,500[b][100]

	NZ: 375,000[33][34]








	120 million[189]



	Bee Gees
	United Kingdom

Australia[190][191]
	1963–2003

2009–2012[192]
	1963[192]
	Pop / Disco[192]
	



Total available certified units: 67.3 million 



	US: 41.5 million[11]

	JPN: 300,000[b][12][193][194]

	GER: 6.675 million[b][13]

	UK: 9.065 million[b][14]

	FRA: 3.4 million[b][15][16][52]

	AUS: 1.187 million[b][17]

	CAN: 3.215 million[b][19]

	BRA: 350,000[b][20]

	SPA[image: External link]: 450,000[b][24][39][57]

	AUT: 125,000[b][25]

	SWI: 415,000[b][28]

	POL: 100,000[b][31]

	ARG: 180,000[b][32]

	NZ: 380,000[b][33][34]








	120 million[195]





	The column for certified sales above includes markets, the databases of which contain certifications representing figures of 100,000 and more.



100 million to 119 million records


	To ensure the high level of fact checking and editorial control, this list sources sales figures to news organizations and highly regarded music industry related organizations such as MTV, VH1, Billboard[image: External link] and Rolling Stone.

	The figures of total certified units within the table below are based on certified units of albums, singles (including digital downloads) and videos.

	Markets' order within the table is based on Retail Value each market generates respectively, the largest market at the top and the smallest at the bottom.[8][9]






	Artist
	Country / Market
	Period active
	Release-year of first charted record
	Genre
	Total certified units[image: External link]

(from available markets[image: External link])[b]
	Claimed sales



	Lady Gaga
	United States
	2005–present[196]
	2008[196]
	Pop / Dance / Electronic[196]
	



Total available certified units: 96.7 million 



	US: 66.5 million[11]

	JPN[image: External link]: 5.4 million[12][51]

	GER[image: External link]: 2.9 million[13]

	UK: 10.585 million[14]

	FRA[image: External link]: 1.58 million[16]

	AUS[image: External link]: 2.785 million[17]

	CAN[image: External link]: 2.4 million[19]

	BRA[image: External link]: 470,000[20]

	ITA[image: External link]: 790,000[b][21]

	SWE: 680,000[22][56]

	SPA[image: External link]: 410,000[23]

	MEX[image: External link]: 390,000[41][96]

	AUT: 182,500[25]

	BEL[image: External link]: 270,000[27]

	SWI: 445,000[28]

	DEN[image: External link]: 340,000[59][60][99]

	POL[image: External link]: 130,000[31]

	IRE[image: External link]: 165,000[100]

	NZ[image: External link]: 277,500[33][34]








	114 million[197]



	Metallica[image: External link]
	United States
	1981–present[198]
	1983[198]
	Heavy metal / Thrash metal[image: External link][198]
	



Total available certified units: 93.8 million 



	US: 73.3 million[11]

	JPN: 900,000[b][12]

	GER: 3.425 million[13]

	UK: 3.335 million[14]

	FRA: 940,000[15][16]

	AUS: 2.637 million[b][17][18][199]

	CAN: 3.725 million[19]

	BRA: 380,000[b][20]

	ITA: 180,000[b][21]

	SWE: 675,000[b][22]

	SPA: 420,000[23][40][57]

	MEX: 370,000[b][41][96]

	AUT: 325,000[b][25]

	BEL: 335,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 560,000[b][28]

	POL: 735,000[b][31]

	ARG[image: External link]: 770,000[32]

	FIN[image: External link]: 530,676[46]

	NZ: 315,000[33][34]








	110 million[200]



	Katy Perry[image: External link]
	United States
	2001–present[201]
	2008[201]
	Pop[201]
	



Total available certified units: 124.2 million 



	US: 94 million[11]

	JPN: 300,000[12][51]

	GER: 2.750 million[13]

	UK: 11.750 million[14]

	FRA: 625,000[16]

	AUS: 5.090 million[17]

	CAN: 5.720 million[19]

	BRA: 625,000[20]

	ITA: 630,000[b][21]

	SWE: 520,000[22][56]

	SPA: 180,000[23]

	MEX: 900,000[41][96]

	AUT: 240,000[25]

	BEL: 135,000[27]

	SWI: 160,000[28]

	DEN: 235,000[58][60]

	NZ: 360,000[33][34]








	100 million[202]



	Justin Bieber
	Canada

United States
	2008–present[203]
	2009[203]
	Pop / Teen pop, Dance pop[203]
	



Total available certified units: 113.7 million 



	US: 81 million[11]

	JPN: 600,000 [12][51]

	GER: 2.7 million[13]

	UK: 10.785 million[14]

	FRA: 1.050[16]

	AUS: 3.885 million[17]

	CAN: 4.580 million[19]

	BRA: 680,000[20]

	ITA: 1.545 million[21]

	SWE: 1.480 million[22][56]

	SPA: 820,000[23]

	MEX: 2.130 million[41][42][96]

	BEL: 405,000[27]

	DEN: 1.225 million[60]

	POL: 370,000[31]

	NZ: 495,000[33]








	100 million[204]



	Adele
	United Kingdom
	2006–present[205]
	2008[205]
	Pop, soul[205]
	



Total available certified units: 103.5 million 



	US: 60 million[11]

	JPN: 100,000[12]

	GER: 4.7 million[13]

	UK: 20.550 million[14]

	AUS: 3.955 million[17]

	CAN: 5.960 million[19]

	BRA: 1.310 million[20]

	ITA: 1.545 million[b][21]

	SWE: 240,000[22][56]

	SPA: 800,000[23]

	MEX: 1.490 million[41][42]

	BEL: 795,000[27]

	SWI: 510,000[28]

	DEN: 522,500[58][60]

	POL: 300,000[b][31]

	FIN: 151,639[46]

	NZ: 577,500[33]








	100 million[206]



	Jay Z[image: External link]
	United States
	1996–present[207]
	1996[207]
	Hip-hop[207]
	



Total available certified units: 91.8 million 



	US: 76.7 million[11]

	JPN: 1.050 million[51]

	GER: 1.4 million[13]

	UK: 9.120 million[14]

	FRA: 400,000[16]

	AUS: 1.260[17]

	CAN: 1.6 million[19]

	ITA: 180,000[b][21]

	SWE: 130,000[22][56]








	100 million[208]



	Bon Jovi
	United States
	1983–present[209]
	1983[209]
	Hard rock / Glam metal[image: External link][209]
	



Total available certified units: 83.5 million 



	US: 49.9 million[11]

	JPN: 4.250 million[b][12][51]

	GER: 5.650 million[13]

	UK: 9.090 million[14]

	FRA: 825,000[15][16][52]

	AUS: 3.030 million[b][17][210][211]

	CAN: 4.735 million[19]

	BRA: 435,000[b][20]

	ITA[image: External link]: 110,000[b][21]

	SWE: 365,000[b][22][56]

	SPA: 1.620 million[23][24][39][40][57]

	MEX: 250,000[b][41]

	AUT: 725,000[b][25]

	BEL: 165,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 1.275 million[b][28]

	POL: 110,000[b][31]

	ARG: 350,000[32]

	FIN: 422,500[46]

	NZ: 210,000[33][34]








	100 million[212]



	Lil Wayne[image: External link]
	United States
	1996–present[213]
	1999[213]
	Hip-hop[213]
	



Total available certified units: 79.9 million 



	US: 77.7 million[11]

	UK: 1.460 million[14]

	AUS: 525,000[17]

	CAN: 280,000[19]








	100 million[214]



	Britney Spears
	United States
	1998–present[215]
	1998[215]
	Pop / Dance / Dance-pop[image: External link][215]
	



Total available certified units: 78.3 million 



	US: 44.2 million[11]

	JPN: 2.1 million[12][127]

	GER: 5.050 million[13]

	UK: 9.950 million[14]

	FRA: 3.732 million[15][16][52]

	AUS: 3.130 million[17]

	CAN: 3.680 million[19]

	BRA: 380,000[20]

	ITA: 150,000[b][21]

	SWE: 1.010 million[22][56]

	SPA: 990,000[23][40][57]

	MEX: 1.175 million[b][41]

	AUT: 365,000[25]

	BEL: 935,000[26][27]

	SWI: 485,000[28]

	DEN: 187,500[b][58][59][216][217]

	POL: 210,000[31]

	ARG: 240,000[32]

	FIN: 143,627[46]

	NZ: 240,000[33][34]








	100 million[218]



	Rod Stewart[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	1964–present[219]
	1969[219]
	Rock / Pop[219]
	



Total available certified units: 77.8 million 



	US: 43.650 million[11]

	JPN: 450,000[b][12]

	GER: 3.8 million[b][13]

	UK: 18.330 million[b][14]

	FRA: 1.8 million[b][15][16][52]

	AUS: 2.610 million[b][17][18]

	CAN: 4.055 million[b][19]

	BRA: 980,000[b][20]

	SWE: 440,000[b][22]

	SPA: 290,000[b][23][24][39]

	SWI: 100,000[b][28]

	AUT: 100,000[b][25]

	POL: 220,000[b][31]

	ARG: 500,000[b][32]

	IRE: 195,000[b][100]

	NZ: 280,000[b][33][34]








	100 million[220]



	Fleetwood Mac
	United Kingdom

United States
	1967–present[221]
	1968[221]
	Rock / Pop[221]
	



Total available certified units: 75.4 million 



	US: 51.250 million[11]

	GER: 3.5 million[b][13]

	UK: 13.160 million[b][14]

	FRA: 800,000[b][15][16]

	AUS: 2.767 million[b][17][18]

	CAN: 2.950 million[b][19]

	SPA: 300,000[b][40][57]

	BEL: 100,000[b][27]

	SWI: 100,000[b][28]

	NZ: 572,500[b][34][222][223]








	100 million[224]



	Guns N' Roses[image: External link]
	United States
	1985–present[225]
	1987[225]
	Hard rock / Heavy metal[225]
	



Total available certified units: 73.3 million 



	US: 48.5 million[11]

	JPN: 1.7 million[b][12]

	GER: 4.1 million[13]

	UK: 5.650 million[14]

	FRA: 1 million[16]

	AUS: 2.410[b][17][18][162]

	CAN: 3.520 million[19]

	BRA: 1.9 million[b][20]

	ITA: 560,000[b][21]

	SWE: 485,000[22]

	SPA: 450,000[23][24][39]

	MEX: 760,000[b][41]

	AUT: 365,000[25]

	BEL: 165,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 365,000[b][28]

	ARG: 1.080 million[b][32]

	IRE: 105,000[b][100]

	NZ: 270,000[33][34]








	100 million[226]



	George Strait[image: External link]
	United States
	1981–present[227]
	1984[227]
	Country[227]
	



Total available certified units: 72.8 million 



	US: 72.150 million[11]

	CAN[image: External link]: 705,000[19]








	100 million[228]



	Backstreet Boys
	United States
	1993–present[229]
	1995[229]
	Pop[229]
	



Total available certified units: 71.4 million 



	US: 41.5 million[11]

	JPN: 5.4 million[12][51][230]

	GER: 7 million[13]

	UK: 4.235 million[14]

	FRA: 325,000[15][16]

	AUS: 1.4 million[b][17]

	CAN: 3.430 million[19]

	BRA: 1.625 million[20]

	SWE: 655,000[22]

	SPA: 1.850 million[40][57]

	MEX: 1.475 million[b][41]

	AUT: 325,000[25]

	BEL: 425,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 415,000[28]

	POL: 300,000[31]

	ARG: 740,000[32]

	FIN: 171,390[46]

	NZ: 132,500[33]








	100 million[231]



	Neil Diamond[image: External link]
	United States
	1966–present[232]
	1966[232]
	Pop / Rock[232]
	



Total available certified units: 68.3 million 



	US: 55.9 million[11]

	GER: 1 million[b][13]

	UK: 7.130 million[b][14]

	FRA: 400,000[b][15]

	AUS: 1.945 million[b][17]

	CAN: 1.725 million[b][19]

	SPA: 100,000[b][39]

	NZ: 127,500[b][33][34]








	100 million[233]



	Prince[image: External link]
	United States
	1976–2016[234]
	1978[234]
	Funk[image: External link] / R&B / Pop / Soul / Rock[234]
	



Total available certified units: 64 million 



	US: 48.950 million[11]

	JPN: 300,000[b][12]

	GER: 2.4 million[13]

	UK: 6.845 million[14]

	FRA: 2.110 million[15][16]

	AUS: 1.120[b][17][18]

	CAN: 1 million[19]

	SWE: 100,000[22]

	SPA: 700,000[b][24][39][40][57]

	AUT: 125,000[b][25]

	SWI: 250,000[b][28]

	NZ: 177,500[b][33]








	100 million[235]



	Paul McCartney[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	1960–present[236]
	1970[236]
	Rock[236]
	



Total available certified units: 60.6 million 



	US: 41.450 million[11]

	JPN: 500,000[b][12]

	GER: 1.525 million[b][13]

	UK: 12.365 million[b][14]

	FRA: 1.305 million[b][15][16][52]

	AUS: 465,000[b][17][18]

	CAN: 1.955 million[b][19]

	SWE: 210,000[b][56][237]

	SPA: 640,000[b][24][39]

	DEN: 210,000[b][59][238]








	100 million[239]



	Kenny Rogers[image: External link]
	United States
	1958–present[240]
	1975[240]
	Country / Pop[240]
	



Total available certified units: 58.9 million 



	US: 51.550 million[11]

	JPN: 100,000[b][241]

	UK: 2.460 million[14]

	AUS: 100,000[b][242][243]

	CAN: 4.6 million[19]

	SPA: 100,000[b][39]








	100 million[244]



	Janet Jackson
	United States
	1982–present[245]
	1982[245]
	R&B / Pop[245]
	



Total available certified units: 52.1 million 



	US: 39.750 million[11]

	JPN: 1.6 million [b][12]

	GER: 1.4 million[13]

	UK: 4.760 million[14]

	FRA: 1.475 million[15][16][52]

	AUS: 1.155[b][17][18]

	CAN: 1.460 million[19]

	SWE: 105,000[b][22]

	SPA: 150,000[40][57]

	BEL: 125,000[b][26]

	SWI: 170,000[b][28]








	100 million[246]



	Julio Iglesias[image: External link]
	Spain
	1968–present[247]
	1968[247]
	Latin[image: External link][247]
	



Total available certified units: 51 million 



	US: 11 million[11]

	JPN: 800,000[b][248]

	GER: 250,000[b][13]

	UK: 1.620 million[b][14][248]

	FRA: 6.1 million[15][16][52][248]

	AUS: 540,000[b][17][248]

	CAN: 1.5 million[19]

	BRA: 12.475 million[b][20][248]

	ITA: 400,000[b][21][248]

	NLD[image: External link]:950,000[b][248]

	SWE: 290,000[b][22][248]

	SPA: 8.7 million[b][23][24][39][40][57][248]

	MEX: 2.975 million[b][41][248]

	BEL: 125,000[b][248]

	ARG: 3.220 million[b][32][248]

	FIN: 131,636[b][46]








	100 million[249]



	Chicago[image: External link]
	United States
	1967–present[250]
	1969[250]
	Rock / Pop[250]
	



Total available certified units: 48.3 million 



	US: 44.150 million[11]

	JPN: 400,000[b][12][251]

	GER: 250,000[b][13]

	UK: 1.490 million[b][14]

	FRA: 100,000[b][15]

	CAN: 1.865 million[19]

	SPA: 100,000[b][24]








	100 million[252]



	The Carpenters
	United States
	1969–1983[253]
	1969[253]
	Pop[253]
	



Total available certified units: 46 million 



	US: 34.6 million[11]

	JPN: 2.9 million[b][12][112][254]

	UK: 7.890 million[b][14]

	GER: 250,000[b][13]

	CAN: 275,000[b][19]

	BRA: 100,000[b][20]








	100 million[255]



	Bob Dylan
	United States
	1959–present[256]
	1963[256]
	Folk[image: External link] / Rock[256]
	



Total available certified units: 45.1 million 



	US: 35.6 million[11]

	GER: 625,000[b][13]

	UK: 5.825 million[b][14]

	FRA: 800,000[b][15][16]

	AUS: 480,000[b][17]

	CAN: 1.5 million[b][19]

	SWI: 175,000[b][28]

	NZ: 105,000[b][33]








	100 million[257]



	Dire Straits[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	1977–1995[258]
	1978[258]
	Rock [258]
	



Total available certified units: 44.6 million 



	US: 15.5 million[11]

	GER: 3.750 million[13]

	UK: 11.1 million[14]

	FRA: 5.3 million[15][16]

	AUS: 2.190 million[b][17][18]

	CAN: 2.575 million[19]

	BRA: 175,000[b][20]

	ITA: 335,000[b][21]

	SWE: 360,000[b][22]

	SPA: 1.380 million[b][23][24][39][40]

	AUT: 300,000[b][25]

	BEL: 100,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 1 million[b][28]

	FIN: 471,530[46]

	NZ: 155,000[b][34]








	100 million[259]



	Bryan Adams
	Canada
	1979–present[260]
	1979[260]
	Rock[260]
	



Total available certified units: 44.5 million 



	US: 21 million[11]

	JPN: 600,000[b][12]

	GER: 3.850 million[13]

	UK: 8.675 million[14]

	FRA: 650,000[15][16][52]

	AUS: 2.010 million[b][17][261]

	CAN: 5.120 million[19]

	BRA: 100,000[b][20]

	SWE: 440,000[b][22]

	SPA: 450,000 [b][24][40][57]

	AUT: 375,000[b][25]

	BEL: 250,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 805,000[b][28]

	FIN: 183,444[46]








	100 million[262]



	Def Leppard[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	1977–present[263]
	1979[263]
	Hard rock / Heavy metal[263]
	



Total available certified units: 41.6 million 



	US: 35.650 million[11]

	JPN: 300,000[b][12]

	UK: 1.660 million[14]

	FRA: 200,000[15]

	AUS: 385,000[18][264]

	CAN: 2.995 million[19]

	SWE: 150,000[b][22]

	MEX: 200,000[b][41]

	SWI: 125,000[b][28]








	100 million[265]



	Cher
	United States
	1964–present[266]
	1965[266]
	Pop / Rock / Dance / Folk[266]
	



Total available certified units: 40.4 million 



	US: 21.9 million[11]

	JPN: 100,000[b][12]

	GER: 4.175 million[b][13]

	UK: 6.450 million[b][14]

	FRA: 1.525 million[b][16][52]

	AUS: 1.530 million[b][17][267]

	CAN: 1.340 million[b][19]

	BRA: 125,000[b][20]

	ITA: 300,000[b][268]

	SWE: 850,000[b][22][56]

	SPA: 600,000[b][40][57][268]

	MEX: 200,000[b][41]

	AUT: 250,000[b][25]

	BEL: 275,000[b][26]

	SWI: 295,000[b][28]

	DEN: 300,000[b][268][269]

	POL: 100,000[b][31]

	NZ: 150,000[33][270]








	100 million[271]



	Lionel Richie[image: External link]
	United States
	1968–present[272]
	1981[272]
	Pop / R&B[272]
	



Total available certified units: 40.2 million 



	US: 28.650 million[11]

	GER: 1.050 million[b][13]

	UK: 6.155 million[b][14]

	FRA: 1.4 million[b][15][16]

	AUS: 260,000[b][17][273]

	CAN: 2.380 million[b][19]

	BRA: 100,000[b][20]

	SPA: 150,000[24][39]

	SWI: 145,000[b][28]








	100 million[274]



	Genesis[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	1967–1999

2006–present[275]
	1969[275]
	Progressive rock[image: External link] / Pop rock[image: External link][275]
	



Total available certified units: 39.9 million 



	US: 21.650 million[11]

	JPN: 100,000[b][12]

	GER: 5.875 million[b][13]

	UK: 7.325 million[b][14]

	FRA: 3.460 million[b][15][16]

	CAN: 805,000[b][19]

	SWE: 100,000[b][22]

	SPA: 250,000[b][23][24][39]

	SWI: 400,000[b][28]








	100 million[276]



	James Taylor[image: External link]
	United States
	1968–present[277]
	1970[277]
	Rock / Pop[277]
	



Total available certified units: 35.5 million 



	US: 34.650 million[11]

	UK: 655,000[b][14]

	AUS: 100,000[b][17]

	CAN: 100,000[b][19]








	100 million[278]



	Olivia Newton-John[image: External link]
	Australia
	1966–present[279]
	1966[279]
	Pop[279]
	



Total available certified units: 34.6 million 



	US: 27 million[11]

	JPN: 100,000[b][12]

	GER: 250,000[b][13]

	UK: 3.950 million[b][14]

	AUS: 310,000[b][17][18]

	CAN: 3.025 million[b][19]








	100 million[280]



	Stevie Wonder
	United States
	1961–present[281]
	1962[281]
	Funk[image: External link] / R&B / Soul[281]
	



Total available certified units: 34.2 million 



	US: 21.650 million[11]

	JPN: 1.050 million[b][12]

	GER: 500,000[b][13]

	UK: 7.885 million[b][14]

	FRA: 1.4 million[b][15][52]

	CAN: 1.550 million[19]

	SPA: 250,000[b][39]








	100 million[282]



	Tina Turner[image: External link]
	United States
	1955–present[283]
	1975[283]
	Rock / Pop[283]
	



Total available certified units: 32.6 million 



	US: 12.7 million[11]

	GER: 6.050 million[13]

	UK: 7.945 million[14]

	FRA: 1.135 million[15][16][52]

	AUS: 480,000[b][17][18]

	CAN: 1.560 million[19]

	SWE: 330,000[b][22]

	SPA: 700,000[b][23][24][39][40]

	AUT: 630,000[b][25]

	BEL: 190,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 565,000[b][28]

	POL: 120,000[b][31]

	FIN: 241,954[46]








	100 million[284]



	Linda Ronstadt[image: External link]
	United States
	1967–present[285]
	1968[285]
	Rock / Folk / Country[285]
	



Total available certified units: 32.5 million 



	US: 31.5 million[11]

	UK: 435,000[b][14]

	FRA: 100,000[b][15]

	CAN: 500,000[b][19]








	100 million[286]



	Donna Summer[image: External link]
	United States
	1968–2012[287]
	1974[287]
	Pop / Disco / R&B[287]
	



Total available certified units: 30.8 million 



	US: 24.5 million[11]

	UK: 3.735 million[b][14]

	FRA: 900,000[b][15][16]

	CAN: 1.550 million[b][19]

	BRA: 100,000[b][20]

	SPA: 100,000[b][40]








	100 million[288]



	The Beach Boys[image: External link]
	United States
	1961–present[289]
	1962[289]
	Rock / Pop / Surf Rock[image: External link][289]
	



Total available certified units: 30.5 million 



	US: 25.6 million[11]

	GER: 250,000[b][13]

	UK: 3.410 million[b][14]

	FRA: 400,000[b][15][16][52]

	AUS: 492,500[b][17][18]

	CAN: 100,000[b][19]

	SPA: 250,000[b][39][40]








	100 million[290]



	David Bowie
	United Kingdom
	1962–2016[291]
	1967[291]
	Art rock[image: External link] / Glam rock / Pop[291]
	



Total available certified units: 29.6 million 



	US: 11.7 million[11]

	JPN: 200,000[b][12]

	GER: 525,000[b][13]

	UK: 11.445 million[b][14]

	FRA: 2.380 million[b][15][16][52]

	AUS: 565,000[b][17]

	CAN: 2.215 million[b][19]

	ITA: 320,000[b][21]

	SPA: 170,000[b][23][24][39]

	NZ: 142,500[b][33]








	100 million[292]



	The Who[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	1964–present[293]
	1965[293]
	Rock / Hard rock[293]
	



Total available certified units: 26.9 million 



	US: 22.150 million[11]

	UK: 3.905 million[b][14]

	FRA: 300,000[b][15]

	CAN: 425,000[b][19]

	ITA: 125,000[b][21]








	100 million[294]



	Barry White[image: External link]
	United States
	1972–2003[295]
	1973[295]
	R&B / Soul[295]
	



Total available certified units: 21.7 million 



	US: 16.5 million[11]

	UK: 3.665 million[b][14]

	FRA: 1.1 million[b][15][16]

	CAN: 150,000[b][19]

	SPA: 200,000[b][57]

	BEL: 150,000[b][27]








	100 million[296]





	The column for certified sales above includes markets, the databases of which contain certifications representing figures of 100,000 and more.



80 million to 99 million records


	To ensure the highest level of fact checking and editorial control, this list sources sales figures to news organizations and highly regarded music industry related organizations such as MTV, VH1, Billboard[image: External link] and Rolling Stone.

	The figures of total certified units within the table below are based on certified units of albums, singles (including digital downloads) and videos.

	Markets' order within the table is based on Retail Value each market generates respectively, the largest market at the top and the smallest at the bottom.[8][9]






	Artist
	Country / Market
	Period active
	Release-year of first charted record
	Genre
	Total certified units[image: External link]

(from available markets[image: External link])[b]
	Claimed sales



	Santana
	United States
	1966–present[297]
	1969[297]
	Rock[297]
	



Total available certified units: 61.6 million 



	US: 47.475 million[11]

	JPN[image: External link]: 400,000[b][12]

	GER[image: External link]: 2.4 million[b][13]

	UK: 2.780 million[b][14]

	FRA[image: External link]: 3.510 million[b][15][16][52]

	AUS[image: External link]: 855,000[b][17]

	CAN[image: External link]: 1.660 million[b][19]

	BRA[image: External link]: 375,000[b][20]

	SWE: 125,000[b][22]

	SPA[image: External link]: 450,000[b][40][57]

	MEX[image: External link]: 405,000[b][41]

	AUT: 145,000[b][25]

	BEL[image: External link]: 190,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 375,000[b][28]

	POL[image: External link]: 205,000[b][31]

	ARG[image: External link]: 150,000[b][32]

	NZ[image: External link]: 135,000[b][33][34]








	90 million[298]



	Earth, Wind & Fire[image: External link]
	United States
	1969–present[299]
	1971[299]
	Funk / R&B / Soul[299]
	



Total available certified units: 35.6 million 



	US: 31.8 million[11]

	JPN: 500,000[b][12][300][301]

	UK: 2.525 million[14]

	FRA: 500,000[15][16]

	CAN: 360,000[19]








	90 million[302]



	Johnny Cash[image: External link]
	United States
	1954–2003[303]
	1956[303]
	Country/ Rock and roll/ Gospel[303]
	



Total available certified units: 30.5 million 



	US: 25.7 million[11]

	GER: 400,000[b][13]

	UK: 3.460 million[b][14]

	AUS: 507,500[b][17]

	CAN: 490,000[b][19]








	90 million[304]



	B'z[image: External link]
	Japan
	1988–present[305]
	1988[305]
	Rock / Pop rock / Hard rock[305]
	



Total available certified units: 85.4 million 



	JPN: 85.4 million[b][12][51][103]








	86 million[306]



	Beyoncé
	United States
	1997–present[307]
	2002[307][308]
	R&B / Pop[307]
	



Total available certified units: 76.6 million 



	US: 53.150 million[11]

	JPN: 1.7 million [12][51]

	GER: 1.1 million[13]

	UK: 13.285 million[14]

	FRA: 560,000[16][81]

	AUS: 2.905 million[17]

	CAN: 1.395 million[19]

	BRA: 390,000[20]

	ITA[image: External link]: 260,000[b][21]

	SPA: 1.010 million[b][23][309]

	MEX: 110,000[41]

	BEL: 115,000[27]

	SWI: 165,000[28]

	DEN[image: External link]: 230,000[59][60][67][99][310][311]

	POL: 100,000[31]

	NZ: 210,000[33][34]








	85 million[312]



	Shania Twain[image: External link]
	Canada
	1993–present[313]
	1993[313]
	Country pop[image: External link][313]
	



Total available certified units: 73.2 million 



	US: 52.1 million[11]

	JPN: 300,000[b][12]

	GER: 1.750 million[13]

	UK: 6.795 million[14]

	FRA: 975,000[16][52]

	AUS: 2.360 million[b][17]

	CAN: 6.8 million[19]

	BRA: 475,000[20]

	SWE: 330,000[22]

	SPA: 100,000[57]

	MEX: 100,000[b][41]

	AUT: 115,000[25]

	BEL: 250,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 310,000[28]

	ARG: 120,000[32]

	NZ: 402,500[33][34]








	85 million[314]



	R.E.M.[image: External link]
	United States
	1980–2011[315]
	1983[315]
	Alternative rock[315]
	



Total available certified units: 42.2 million 



	US: 21.150 million[11]

	GER: 4.275 million[13]

	UK: 8.505 million[14]

	FRA: 1.450 million[15][16]

	AUS: 1.030[b][17][18]

	CAN: 2.650 million[19]

	BRA: 100,000[b][20]

	ITA: 175,000[b][21]

	SWE: 500,000[b][22]

	SPA: 1.1 million[23][24][40][57]

	AUT: 350,000[b][25]

	BEL: 150,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 450,000[b][28]

	DEN: 155,000[b][58][59]

	IRE[image: External link]: 127,500[b][100]

	NZ: 105,000[33]








	85 million[316]



	Coldplay
	United Kingdom
	1996–present[317]
	1999[317]
	Alternative rock, Pop rock, Pop[317]
	



Total available certified units: 71 million 



	US: 26.6 million[11]

	JPN: 750,000[12][51]

	GER: 3.950 million[13]

	UK: 22.285 million[14]

	FRA: 2.855[16]

	AUS: 3.445 million[17]

	CAN: 2.475 million[19]

	BRA: 340,000[20]

	ITA: 2.135 million[b][21]

	SWE: 390,000[22][56]

	SPA: 990,000[23]

	MEX: 1.890 million[41][42][96]

	AUT: 157,500[25]

	BEL: 705,000[27]

	SWI: 510,000[28]

	POL: 220,000[b][31]

	DEN: 499,000[58][60]

	IRE: 210,000[b][100]

	ARG: 280,000[32]

	NZ: 345,000[33]








	80 million[318]



	Flo Rida
	United States
	2007–present[319]
	2007[319]
	Hip-hop, Hip house[image: External link], EDM[image: External link][319]
	



Total available certified units: 69.1 million 



	US: 48.5 million[11]

	JPN: 650,000[b][12][51]

	GER: 3 million[13]

	UK: 7.760 million[14]

	FRA: 225,000[16]

	AUS: 3.535 million[b][17]

	CAN: 2.810 million[19]

	ITA: 330,000[b][21]

	SWE: 780,000[22]

	SPA: 140,000[57]

	MEX: 330,000[b][41]

	AUT: 180,000[25]

	SWI: 420,000[28]

	DEN: 205,000[b][60]

	NZ: 247,500[33][34]








	80 million[320]



	Ayumi Hamasaki[image: External link]
	Japan
	1998–present[321]
	1998[321]
	J-pop[image: External link] / Pop / dance / electronic[321]
	



Total available certified units: 64.3 million 



	JPN: 64.3 million[12][51][103]








	80 million[322][323]



	Van Halen[image: External link]
	United States
	1978–present[324]
	1978[324]
	Hard rock / Heavy metal[324]
	



Total available certified units: 64.3 million 



	US: 57.8 million[11]

	JPN: 1.3 million[b][12][127]

	GER: 1.5 million[13]

	UK: 740,000[14]

	FRA: 400,000[15]

	CAN: 2.450 million[19]

	BRA: 200,000[b][20]








	80 million[325]



	Red Hot Chili Peppers[image: External link]
	United States
	1983–present[326]
	1987[326]
	Funk rock[image: External link] / Alternative rock[326]
	



Total available certified units: 57.1 million 



	US: 32.250 million[11]

	JPN: 2.6 million[b][12][51]

	GER: 2.650 million[13]

	UK: 9.395 million[14]

	FRA: 1.420 million[16]

	AUS: 2.590 million[b][17][18]

	CAN: 2.020 million[19]

	BRA: 515,000[b][20]

	ITA: 385,000[b][21]

	SWE: 390,000[b][22]

	SPA: 640,000[23][40][57]

	MEX: 150,000[b][41]

	AUT: 247,500[b][25]

	BEL: 170,000[b][27]

	SWI: 405,000[b][28]

	DEN: 182,000[b][58][59][67][327]

	POL: 245,000[b][31]

	ARG: 390,000[32]

	FIN: 171,951[46]

	NZ: 285,000[33][34]








	80 million[328]



	Foreigner[image: External link]
	United States

United Kingdom
	1976–present[329]
	1977[329]
	Rock / Hard Rock[329]
	



Total available certified units: 49.6 million 



	US: 45.1 million[11]

	GER: 1.5 million[13]

	UK: 1.300 million[14]

	FRA: 400,000[15][16]

	AUS: 105,000[b][17]

	CAN: 700,000[19]

	SWI: 125,000[b][28]








	80 million[330]



	The Doors[image: External link]
	United States
	1965–1973[331]
	1967[331]
	Psychedelic rock[image: External link][331]
	



Total available certified units: 46.9 million 



	US: 36.6 million[11]

	GER: 1.750 million[b][13]

	UK: 2.040 million[b][14]

	FRA: 1.9 million[b][15][16]

	AUS: 1.022 million[b][17]

	CAN: 2.780 million[b][19]

	BRA: 100,000[20]

	ITA: 130,000[b][21]

	SPA: 300,000[b][39][57]

	AUT: 100,000[b][25]

	SWI: 125,000[b][28]

	ARG: 150,000[32]








	80 million[332]



	George Michael
	United Kingdom
	1981–2016[333]
	1984[333]
	Pop[333]
	



Total available certified units: 45.7 million 



	US: 19.8 million[11]

	JPN: 300,000[b][12]

	GER: 2.4 million[13]

	UK: 12.850 million[14]

	FRA: 3.217 million[15][16][52]

	AUS: 2.205 million[b][17][18]

	CAN: 1.770 million[19]

	BRA: 350,000[b][20]

	SWE: 310,000[b][22]

	SPA: 850,000[23][24][39][40][57]

	AUT: 140,000[b][25]

	BEL: 215,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 335,000[b][28]

	DEN: 380,000[58][60][67][334]

	POL: 340,000[b][31]

	ARG: 110,000[b][32]

	NZ: 140,000[33][34]








	80 million[335]



	Reba McEntire[image: External link]
	United States
	1975–present[336]
	1987[336]
	Country / Country Pop[336]
	



Total available certified units: 42.7 million 



	US: 41.9 million[11]

	CAN: 850,000[19]








	80 million[337]



	Meat Loaf
	United States
	1968–present[338]
	1977[338]
	Rock / Hard rock[338]
	



Total available certified units: 41.5 million 



	US: 23.6 million[11]

	GER: 2.350 million[13]

	UK: 9.665 million[14]

	AUS: 2.382 million[b][17][18]

	CAN: 3.260 million[19]

	SWE: 100,000[b][22]

	AUT: 100,000[b][25]

	SWI: 115,000[b][28]








	80 million[339]



	Barry Manilow[image: External link]
	United States
	1973–present[340]
	1973[340]
	Pop / Soft rock[340]
	



Total available certified units: 36.5 million 



	US: 33.3 million[11]

	UK: 2.825 million[14]

	CAN: 400,000[b][19]








	80 million[341]



	Tom Petty[image: External link]
	United States
	1976–present[342]
	1977[342]
	Rock[342]
	



Total available certified units: 34.6 million 



	US: 31.250 million[11]

	GER: 500,000[13]

	UK: 1 million[14]

	CAN: 1.7 million[19]

	SWE: 200,000[b][22]








	80 million[343]



	Johnny Hallyday[image: External link]
	France
	1957–present[344]
	1960[344]
	Rock / Pop[344]
	



Total available certified units: 24.7 million 



	FRA: 24.035 million[b][15][16][52][81][345]

	BEL: 430,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 268,000[b][28]








	80 million[346]





	The column for certified sales above includes markets, the databases of which contain certifications representing figures of 100,000 and more.



75 million to 79 million records


	To ensure the highest level of fact checking and editorial control, this list sources sales figures to news organizations and highly regarded music industry related organizations such as MTV, VH1, Billboard[image: External link] and Rolling Stone.

	The figures of total certified units within the table below are based on certified units of albums, singles (including digital downloads) and videos.

	Markets' order within the table is based on Retail Value each market generates respectively, the largest market at the top and the smallest at the bottom.[8][9]






	Artist
	Country / Market
	Period active
	Release-year of first charted record
	Genre
	Total certified units[image: External link]

(from available markets[image: External link])[b]
	Claimed sales



	The Black Eyed Peas
	United States
	1995–present[347]
	1998[347]
	Hip-hop / R&B / Dance[347]
	



Total available certified units: 55 million 



	US: 29.4 million[11]

	JPN[image: External link]: 1.250 million[12][51]

	GER[image: External link]: 2.250 million[13]

	UK: 10.2 million[14]

	FRA[image: External link]: 2.650 million[16]

	AUS[image: External link]: 3.270 million[17]

	CAN[image: External link]: 2.7 million[19]

	BRA[image: External link]: 255,000[20]

	ITA[image: External link]: 340,000[b][21]

	SWE: 300,000[22][56]

	SPA[image: External link]: 460,000[b][23]

	MEX[image: External link]: 390,000[b][41]

	BEL[image: External link]: 460,000[27]

	SWI: 460,000[28]

	DEN[image: External link]: 161,000[b][60][67][99][348][348][349]

	IRE[image: External link]: 135,000[b][100]

	NZ[image: External link]: 340,000[33][34]








	76 million[350]



	Journey[image: External link]
	United States
	1973–present[351]
	1975[351]
	Rock / Soft rock[351]
	



Total available certified units: 62 million 



	US: 59.7 million[11]

	JPN: 300,000[b][12][352]

	UK: 1.360 million[14]

	CAN: 725,000[19]








	75 million[353]



	Kenny G[image: External link]
	United States
	1982–present[354]
	1984[354]
	Smooth jazz[image: External link][354]
	



Total available certified units: 51.9 million 



	US: 48.1 million[11]

	JPN: 700,000[b][12]

	UK: 360,000[14]

	CAN: 950,000[19]

	BRA: 1.350 million[b][20]

	SPA: 450,000[24][40]








	75 million[355]



	Usher
	United States
	1991–present[356]
	1994[356]
	R&B / Pop[356]
	



Total available certified units: 50.7 million 



	US: 37.435 million[11]

	JPN: 750,000 [12][51]

	GER: 850,000[13]

	UK: 7.725 million[14]

	FRA: 210,000[16]

	AUS: 2.112 million[17]

	CAN: 1.190 million[19]

	SWE: 105,000[22][56]

	SWI: 170,000[28]

	DEN[image: External link]: 117,500[b][60][59]

	NZ: 150,000[33]








	75 million[357]



	Enya
	Ireland
	1982–present[358]
	1987[358]
	New-age[image: External link] / Celtic[image: External link][358]
	



Total available certified units: 50 million 



	US: 26.5 million[11]

	JPN: 4.6 million[b][12]

	GER: 4.2 million[13]

	UK: 5.250 million[14]

	FRA: 775,000[15][16]

	AUS: 1.505[b][17][18]

	CAN: 1.540 million[19]

	BRA: 1.650 million[b][20]

	SWE: 390,000[22]

	SPA: 1.760 million[23][40]

	MEX: 125,000[b][41]

	AUT: 185,000[b][25]

	BEL: 460,000[b][27]

	SWI: 370,000[b][28]

	DEN: 100,000[b][29][359][360][361]

	POL[image: External link]: 120,000[b][31]

	ARG[image: External link]: 390,000[32]

	NZ: 135,000[33]








	75 million[362]



	Robbie Williams[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	1990–present[363]
	1996[363]
	Pop rock[363]
	



Total available certified units: 49.6 million 



	US: 500,000[11]

	GER: 9.475 million[13]

	UK: 26.650 million[14]

	FRA: 2.695 million[16][52]

	AUS: 2.905 million[17]

	CAN: 250,000[19]

	ITA: 360,000[b][21]

	SWE: 445,000[22][56]

	SPA: 440,000[b][23][57]

	MEX: 1.595 million[b][41]

	AUT: 917,500[25]

	BEL: 600,000[26][27]

	SWI: 983,000[28]

	DEN: 631,500[b][58][59][60][67][75]

	POL: 140,000[31]

	ARG: 270,000[32]

	FIN[image: External link]: 235,743[46]

	IRE: 135,000[b][100]

	NZ: 445,000[33]








	75 million[364]



	Alabama[image: External link]
	United States
	1972–present[365]
	1980[365]
	Country / Pop rock[365]
	



Total available certified units: 48 million 



	US: 46.8 million[11]

	CAN: 1.2 million[19]








	75 million[366]



	Nirvana[image: External link]
	United States
	1987–1994[367]
	1989[367]
	Grunge[image: External link] / Alternative rock[367]
	



Total available certified units: 45.3 million 



	US: 26.5 million[11]

	JPN: 1.3 million[b][12]

	GER: 1.250 million[13]

	UK: 5.370 million[14]

	FRA: 2.5 million[15][16]

	AUS: 1.257[b][17][199][368]

	CAN: 2.970 million[19]

	BRA: 725,000[b][20]

	ITA: 375,000[b][21]

	SWE: 380,000[22]

	SPA: 450,000[23][24][40]

	MEX: 475,000[b][41]

	AUT: 230,000[b][25]

	BEL: 350,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 190,000[28]

	POL: 300,000[b][31]

	ARG: 490,000[32]

	NZ: 215,000[33][34]








	75 million[369]



	The Police
	United Kingdom
	1977–1986

2007–2008[370]
	1978[370]
	Pop / Rock[370]
	



Total available certified units: 38.8 million 



	US: 23.150 million[11]

	JPN: 100,000[b][12]

	GER: 1.775 million[13]

	UK: 8.160 million[14]

	FRA: 3.340 million[15][16][52]

	AUS: 407,500[b][17]

	CAN: 875,000[19]

	BRA: 140,000[b][20]

	ITA: 100,000[b][21]

	SPA: 300,000[b][24][39]

	MEX: 100,000[b][41]

	BEL: 115,000[b][371][372][373]

	ARG: 252,000[b][32]








	75 million[374]



	Bob Marley[image: External link]
	Jamaica[image: External link]
	1962–1981[375]
	1975[375]
	Reggae[image: External link][375]
	



Total available certified units: 38.5 million 



	US: 21.850 million[11]

	JPN: 200,000[b][12]

	GER: 1.750 million[13]

	UK: 7.175 million[14]

	FRA: 4.735 million[16]

	AUS: 350,000[376][377]

	CAN: 600,000[19]

	ITA: 200,000[b][21]

	SWE: 120,000[b][22]

	SPA: 450,000[b][24][39][40][57]

	AUT: 125,000[b][25]

	SWI: 303,000[b][28]

	ARG: 240,000[b][32]

	NZ: 427,500[b][33][34]








	75 million[378]



	Kiss[image: External link]
	United States
	1972–present[379]
	1974[379]
	Hard rock / Heavy metal[379]
	



Total available certified units: 27.8 million 



	US: 26 million[11]

	UK: 100,000[14]

	AUS: 130,000[b][17]

	CAN: 1.495 million[b][19]

	ARG: 112,000[b][32]








	75 million[380]



	Aretha Franklin[image: External link]
	United States
	1956–present[381]
	1961[381]
	Soul / Jazz / Blues / R&B[381]
	



Total available certified units: 24.7 million 



	US: 23.5 million[11]

	UK: 840,000[b][14]

	FRA: 275,000[b][15][16]

	CAN: 150,000[b][19]









	75 million[382]





	The column for certified sales above includes markets, the databases of which contain certifications representing figures of 100,000 and more.



See also


	List of best-selling albums[image: External link]

	List of best-selling singles[image: External link]

	List of best-selling girl groups[image: External link]

	List of highest-certified music artists in the United States[image: External link]



Notes



	
^ To be on this list, artists who began charting:

	before 1975 are required to have their available claimed figures supported by 20% in certified units.

	between 1975–1990 are required to have their available claimed figures supported by 20–64% in certified units. (That is 2.9% for each additional year after 1975)

	between 1990–2000 are required to have their available claimed figures supported by 64–70% in certified units. (That is 0.6% for each additional year after 1990)

	between 2000–present are required to have their available claimed figures supported by 70–80% in certified units. (That is 0.66% for each additional year after 2000)





	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa ab ac ad ae af ag ah ai aj ak al am an ao ap aq ar as at au av aw ax ay az ba bb bc bd be bf bg bh bi bj bk bl bm bn bo bp bq br bs bt bu bv bw bx by bz ca cb cc cd ce cf cg ch ci cj ck cl cm cn co cp cq cr cs ct cu cv cw cx cy cz da db dc dd de df dg dh di dj dk dl dm dn do dp dq dr ds dt du dv dw dx dy dz ea eb ec ed ee ef eg eh ei ej ek el em en eo ep eq er es et eu ev ew ex ey ez fa fb fc fd fe ff fg fh fi fj fk fl fm fn fo fp fq fr fs ft fu fv fw fx fy fz ga gb gc gd ge gf gg gh gi gj gk gl gm gn go gp gq gr gs gt gu gv gw gx gy gz ha hb hc hd he hf hg hh hi hj hk hl hm hn ho hp hq hr hs ht hu hv hw hx hy hz ia ib ic id ie if ig ih ii ij ik il im in io ip iq ir is it iu iv iw ix iy iz ja jb jc jd je jf jg jh ji jj jk jl jm jn jo jp jq jr js jt ju jv jw jx jy jz ka kb kc kd ke kf kg kh ki kj kk kl km kn ko kp kq kr ks kt ku kv kw kx ky kz la lb lc ld le lf lg lh li lj lk ll lm ln lo lp lq lr ls lt lu lv lw lx ly lz ma mb mc md me mf mg mh mi mj mk ml mm mn mo mp mq mr ms mt mu mv mw mx my mz na nb nc nd ne nf ng nh ni nj nk nl nm nn no np nq nr ns nt nu nv nw nx ny nz oa ob oc od oe of og oh oi oj ok ol om on oo op oq or os ot ou ov ow ox oy oz pa pb pc pd pe pf pg ph pi pj pk pl pm pn po pp pq pr ps pt pu pv pw px py pz qa qb qc qd qe qf qg qh qi qj qk ql qm qn qo qp qq qr qs qt qu qv qw qx qy qz ra rb rc rd re rf rg rh ri rj rk rl rm rn ro rp rq rr rs rt ru rv rw rx ry rz sa sb sc sd se sf sg sh si sj sk sl sm sn so sp sq sr ss st su sv sw sx sy sz ta tb tc td te tf tg th ti tj tk tl tm tn to tp tq tr ts tt tu tv tw tx ty tz ua ub uc ud ue uf ug uh ui uj uk ul um un uo up uq ur us ut uu uv uw ux uy uz va vb vc vd ve vf vg vh vi vj vk vl vm vn vo vp vq vr vs vt vu vv vw vx vy vz wa wb wc wd we wf wg wh wi wj wk wl wm wn wo wp wq wr ws wt wu wv ww wx wy wz xa xb xc xd xe xf xg xh xi xj xk xl xm xn xo xp xq xr xs xt xu xv xw xx xy xz ya yb yc yd ye yf yg yh yi yj yk yl ym yn Certification systems have been established periodically throughout the past half century; thus, certification databases are not able to cover all sales. Some (or all) records released and sold prior to a certification system's establishment year may not be found within the available searchable certification databases. Year of establishment (from largest market to smallest based on Retail Value each market generates respectively):[8][9]

	United States: 1958[383]

	Japan[image: External link]:1989:[384]

	Germany[image: External link]: 1975[13]

	United Kingdom: 1973[14]

	France[image: External link]: 1973[385]

	Australia[image: External link]: 1997[17] (online certification-database has begun since 1997. Certifications; however, existed in Australia since the 1970s)

	Canada[image: External link]: 1975[386]

	Brazil[image: External link]: 1990[387]

	Italy[image: External link]: 2009[21] (online certification-database covers certifications issued since 2009. Certifications; however, have existed in Italy since the 1990s)

	Netherlands[image: External link]: 1978[388]

	Sweden: 1987[22]

	Spain[image: External link]: 1979[39]

	Mexico[image: External link]: 1999[389]

	Austria: 1990[25]

	Belgium: 1997[390]

	Switzerland: 1989[391]

	Denmark[image: External link]: 2001[58] (online certifications for Denmark start from 2001. Certifications; however, existed in Denmark since the early 1990s[392])

	Poland[image: External link]: 1995[31]

	Argentina[image: External link]: 1980[393]

	Finland: 1971[394]

	Ireland[image: External link]: 2005[100]

	New Zealand[image: External link]: July 1978[33]



Certified sales might sometimes be larger than actual sales, if stores order more albums than they are able to sell, due to certifications generally being determined by shipments and not actual sales. Often, however, actual sales are larger than certified sales, since record labels must pay a fee to obtain certifications. Record companies often apply for certifications only when a record reaches a multiple certification-levels, meaning certifications might not be visible in the databases for more than a short period of time after an album reached a certification level.[395][396] As global music sales declined in the 2000s mostly due to CD burning and downloading from unauthorized sites, certification bodies opted to reduce their certification levels.[397] See the changes in Certification-award-levels in the following markets:

	United States[398] (Note, U.S. certification-award-levels for singles before 1989 were: 1,000,000 for Gold and 2,000,000 for Platinum.[399] Also, U.S. certification-awards for Shortform albums before September 1996 were: 250,000 for Gold and 500,000 for Platinum[400])

	Japan[image: External link][401][402]

	Germany[image: External link][403]

	United Kingdom[404]

	France[image: External link][16][385][405][406]

	Canada[image: External link][407] (Canadian certification-award-levels for singles before February 1982 were: 75,000 for Gold and 150,000 for Platinum[408])

	Brazil[image: External link][409][410]

	Italy[image: External link][21][411][412]

	Netherlands[image: External link][413]

	Sweden[414]

	Spain[image: External link][415][416]

	Mexico[image: External link][417][418]

	Austria:[419][420][421][421]

	Belgium[419][422]

	Switzerland[391]

	Denmark[image: External link][392][423][424][425]

	Poland[image: External link][426][427]

	Argentina[image: External link][393]

	Finland[394]

	New Zealand[image: External link]: (NZ certification levels before June 2007 were: 5,000 for Gold, 10,000 for Platinum)[428] (The levels for singles were adjusted again on June 17, 2016 from previous 7,500 for Gold, 15,000 for Platinum, to 15,000 for Gold, 30,000 for Platinum)[429]









References



	
^ NEWSLINE: A Former Music Executive[image: External link]. Billboard. Nielsen Business Media[image: External link]. February 14, 2004. Retrieved April 5, 2010.


	
^ Troubles in Store[image: External link]. Spin Magazine[image: External link]. Spin Media L.L.C. February 14, 2004. Retrieved April 5, 2010.


	
^ "RIAA Debuts Album Award With Streams"[image: External link]. RIAA. February 1, 2016. Retrieved January 15, 2017.


	
^ "Music streaming numbers now count toward Canada’s Gold/Platinum certifications"[image: External link]. National Music Centre[image: External link]. September 19, 2016. Retrieved January 15, 2017.


	
^ "France Now Counts Streaming Towards Certified Sales Awards"[image: External link]. musicbusinessworldwide.com. October 5, 2016. Retrieved January 15, 2017.


	
^ "RIAA Gold and Platinum: We Found Love"[image: External link]. RIAA. February 1, 2016. Retrieved January 15, 2017.


	
^ Trust, Gary (June 23, 2015). "Ask Billboard: Rihanna's Best-Selling Songs & Albums"[image: External link]. Billboard. Retrieved January 15, 2017.


	
^ a b c d e f g "RIAJ Yearbook 2015: 28. Global Sales of Recorded Music, IFPI 2013, 2014 (Page 24)"[image: External link] (PDF). Recording Industry Association of Japan[image: External link]. Retrieved November 26, 2015.


	
^ a b c d e f g "Bundesverband Musikindustrie: Internationales: Deutschland weiterhin weltweit drittgrößter Markt"[image: External link]. Bundesverband Musikindustrie[image: External link]. Retrieved November 26, 2015.


	
^ a b c Unterberger, Richie. "Allmusic: The Beatles (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 24, 2013.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa ab ac ad ae af ag ah ai aj ak al am an ao ap aq ar as at au av aw ax ay az ba bb bc bd be bf bg bh bi bj bk bl bm bn bo bp bq br bs bt bu bv bw bx by bz ca cb cc cd ce cf cg ch ci cj ck cl cm cn co cp cq cr cs "RIAA: Searchable Database"[image: External link]. Recording Industry Association of America. Retrieved September 23, 2011.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa ab ac ad ae af ag ah ai aj ak al am an ao ap aq ar as at au av aw ax ay az ba bb bc bd be bf bg bh bi bj bk "RIAJ: Gold Disc Certifications"[image: External link] (in Japanese). Recording Industry Association of Japan[image: External link]. Retrieved November 8, 2015.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa ab ac ad ae af ag ah ai aj ak al am an ao ap aq ar as at au av aw ax ay az ba bb bc bd be bf bg bh bi bj bk bl bm bn bo bp bq br bs bt bu bv bw bx by bz ca cb "BVMI: Gold-/Platin-Datenbank"[image: External link]. Bundesverband Musikindustrie[image: External link]. Retrieved September 27, 2016.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa ab ac ad ae af ag ah ai aj ak al am an ao ap aq ar as at au av aw ax ay az ba bb bc bd be bf bg bh bi bj bk bl bm bn bo bp bq br bs bt bu bv bw bx by bz ca cb cc cd ce cf cg ch ci cj ck cl cm cn co cp cq "Certified Awards Search"[image: External link]. British Phonographic Industry. Archived from the original[image: External link] on February 6, 2013. Retrieved March 13, 2013.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa ab ac ad ae af ag ah ai aj ak al am an ao ap aq ar as at au av aw ax ay az ba bb bc bd be bf bg bh bi "InfoDisc: Les Certifications depuis 1973"[image: External link] [InfoDisc: Certifications from 1973]. Syndicat National de l'Édition Phonographique (in French). InfoDisc.fr. Retrieved March 4, 2016.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa ab ac ad ae af ag ah ai aj ak al am an ao ap aq ar as at au av aw ax ay az ba bb bc bd be bf bg bh bi bj bk bl bm bn bo bp bq br bs bt bu "SNEP: Les Certifications"[image: External link]. Syndicat National de l'Édition Phonographique[image: External link] (in French). SNEP. Retrieved February 21, 2014.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa ab ac ad ae af ag ah ai aj ak al am an ao ap aq ar as at au av aw ax ay az ba bb bc bd be bf bg bh bi bj bk bl bm bn bo bp bq br bs bt bu bv bw bx by "ARIA Charts – Accreditations"[image: External link]. Australian Recording Industry Association[image: External link]. Retrieved September 15, 2009.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z "Australia's Music Charts 1988–2010"[image: External link] (PDF). Australian Recording Industry Association[image: External link]. Moonlight Publishing. Retrieved January 12, 2016.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa ab ac ad ae af ag ah ai aj ak al am an ao ap aq ar as at au av aw ax ay az ba bb bc bd be bf bg bh bi bj bk bl bm bn bo bp bq br bs bt bu bv bw bx by bz ca cb cc cd ce cf cg ch ci cj ck cl cm cn co cp cq cr cs "Music Canada: Gold & Platinum searchable database"[image: External link]. Music Canada[image: External link]. Retrieved July 1, 2014.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa ab ac ad ae af ag ah ai aj ak al am an ao ap aq ar as at au av aw ax ay az ba "ABPD: Certificados"[image: External link] (in Portuguese). Associação Brasileira dos Produtores de Discos[image: External link]. Retrieved July 9, 2015.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa ab ac ad ae af ag ah ai aj ak al am an ao ap aq ar "F.I.M.I: Federazione Industria Musicale Itaiana"[image: External link] (in Italian). Federation of the Italian Music Industry. Archived from the original[image: External link] on February 10, 2015. Retrieved February 10, 2015.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa ab ac ad ae af ag ah ai aj ak al am an ao ap aq ar as at au av aw ax ay az ba bb bc bd be bf bg "Guld & Platina IFPI"[image: External link] [Gold & Platinum IFPI] (in Swedish). International Federation of the Phonographic Industry – Sweden. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 17, 2011. Retrieved August 31, 2013.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa ab ac ad ae af ag ah ai aj ak al am an ao ap aq "PROMUSICAE Charts: Home > Weekly charts"[image: External link] (in Spanish). Productores de Música de España[image: External link]. Retrieved November 8, 2013.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa ab ac ad ae af ag ah ai aj Salaverri, Fernando (2005). Sólo éxitos: año a año : 1959–2002.[image: External link] Iberautor Promociones Culturales. pp. 928–939. ISBN[image: External link]  84-8048-639-2[image: External link]. Retrieved 31 July 2013.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa ab ac ad ae af ag ah ai aj ak al am an ao ap aq ar as at au av aw "IFPI Austria : Gold & Platin"[image: External link] (in German). International Federation of the Phonographic Industry – Austria. Archived from the original[image: External link] on July 23, 2011. Retrieved September 15, 2009.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa ab ac ad ae af "Awards 1997–2003"[image: External link]. Belgian Entertainment Association[image: External link]. Ultratop[image: External link]. Retrieved February 4, 2011.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa ab ac ad ae af ag ah ai aj ak al am an ao ap aq ar "Ultratop: Goud En Platina"[image: External link]. Ultratop[image: External link]. Retrieved February 4, 2011.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa ab ac ad ae af ag ah ai aj ak al am an ao ap aq ar as at au av aw ax ay az ba bb bc bd be bf bg bh bi "Hitparade.ch: Edelmetall"[image: External link]. Schweizer Hitparade[image: External link]. Hung Medien. Archived from the original[image: External link] on November 12, 2012. Retrieved November 22, 2011. Note that the certifications for DVDs need to be retrieved by selecting the years at"http://hitparade.ch/awards.asp[image: External link]"


	
^ a b "Hitlisten.nu: Album Top-40 (Uge 01-2001)"[image: External link]. Tracklisten[image: External link]. Hitlisten.nu. Retrieved June 6, 2014.


	
^ "Certificeringer marts – maj 2010"[image: External link]. IFPI Denmark[image: External link]. May 31, 2010. Retrieved September 29, 2016.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa ab ac ad ae af ag ah ai aj "Polish certification awards 1995–present"[image: External link] (in Polish). ZPAV[image: External link]. Retrieved November 13, 2014.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa ab ac ad ae af ag ah ai aj "CAPIF: Discos de Oro y Platino"[image: External link]. CAPIF[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on August 20, 2011. Retrieved May 1, 2012.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa ab ac ad ae af ag ah ai aj ak al am an ao ap aq ar as at au av aw ax ay az "Recorded Music New Zealand: The Official New Zealand Music Chart"[image: External link]. Recorded Music New Zealand[image: External link]. Retrieved May 16, 2015.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa ab ac ad ae af ag ah ai aj ak al "Radioscope: Latest Gold / Platinum Albums"[image: External link]. Radioscope. Archived from the original[image: External link] on July 24, 2011. Retrieved March 17, 2015.


	
^ Staff Writers, CNNMoney.com (September 9, 2009). "Beatles' remastered box set, video game out"[image: External link]. CNNMoney.com[image: External link]. Retrieved December 1, 2011.


	
^ Hotten, Russell (October 4, 2012). "The Beatles at 50: From Fab Four to fabulously wealthy"[image: External link]. BBC News[image: External link]. Retrieved January 28, 2013.


	
^ Wyman, Bill (January 4, 2013). "Did 'Thriller' Really Sell a Hundred Million Copies"[image: External link]. The New Yorker[image: External link]. Retrieved June 20, 2016.


	
^ a b c Unterberger, Richie. "Allmusic: Elvis Presley (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 24, 2013.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa ab ac ad ae af Salaverri, Fernando (2005). Sólo éxitos: año a año : 1959–2002.[image: External link] Iberautor Promociones Culturales. pp. 913–929. ISBN[image: External link]  84-8048-639-2[image: External link]. Retrieved 31 July 2013.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa ab ac ad ae af ag ah ai aj ak al Salaverri, Fernando (2005). Sólo éxitos: año a año : 1959–2002.[image: External link] Iberautor Promociones Culturales. pp. 940–952. ISBN[image: External link]  84-8048-639-2[image: External link]. Retrieved 31 July 2013.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa ab ac ad ae af ag ah "Amprofon Certificaciones"[image: External link] (in Spanish). AMPROFON[image: External link]. Retrieved December 4, 2014.


	
^ a b c d e f "AMPROFON: Certificaciones 2016"[image: External link]. AMPROFON[image: External link]. Retrieved January 12, 2016.


	
^ "Hitlisten.nu: Album Top-40 (Uge 15-2001)"[image: External link]. Tracklisten[image: External link]. Hitlisten.nu. Retrieved June 6, 2014.


	
^ a b c "Hitlisten.nu: Album Top-40 (Uge 01-2003)"[image: External link]. Tracklisten[image: External link]. Hitlisten.nu. Retrieved June 6, 2014.


	
^ "Hitlisten.nu: Album Top-40 (Uge 43-2003)"[image: External link]. Tracklisten[image: External link]. Hitlisten.nu. Retrieved June 6, 2014.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa "Tilastot: Kulta- ja platinalevyt"[image: External link]. Musiikkituottajat – IFPI Finland[image: External link]. Archived from the original on June 26, 2015. Retrieved May 21, 2016.


	
^ "Albany VFW Post 584 to host night with Elvis Sunday"[image: External link]. Albany Democrat-Herald[image: External link]. August 15, 2014. Retrieved January 28, 2015.


	
^ Shah, Sabir (February 11, 2015). "Pakistan is not lone target of extortion, gangster crimes"[image: External link]. The News International of Pakistan[image: External link]. Retrieved June 28, 2015.


	
^ Salo, Jackie (August 15, 2015). "Elvis Presley Quotes: 10 Things He Said To Remember The Icon On Anniversary Of His Death"[image: External link]. International Business Times[image: External link]. Retrieved October 20, 2015.


	
^ a b c Huey, Steve. "Allmusic: Michael Jackson (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 24, 2013.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x "RIAJ: Digital Certifications"[image: External link] (in Japanese). Recording Industry Association of Japan. Retrieved November 8, 2015.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa ab ac ad ae af ag ah ai "InfoDisc Les Certifications depuis 1973 (singles)"[image: External link]. InfoDisc. Retrieved March 4, 2016.


	
^ "ARIA Report 6th July 2009 (Issue 1010)"[image: External link] (PDF). Australian Recording Industry Association. Retrieved April 4, 2013.


	
^ "ARIA Report 13th July 2009 (Issue 1011)"[image: External link] (PDF). Australian Recording Industry Association. Retrieved April 4, 2013.


	
^ "ARIA: ARIA Catalogue Albums Chart (19/01/2015)"[image: External link]. Australian Recording Industry Association[image: External link]. Retrieved January 17, 2015.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y "Sverige Toplistan: Sök"[image: External link]. Sverige Toplistan (in Swedish). Retrieved November 18, 2013.Note: To retrieve the certifications, type in artist's name in the box of "Sök", and then click on "Visa" of the desired album/single/video


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa ab ac ad ae af ag ah ai aj Salaverri, Fernando (2005). Sólo éxitos: año a año : 1959–2002.[image: External link] Iberautor Promociones Culturales. pp. 952–966. ISBN[image: External link]  84-8048-639-2[image: External link]. Retrieved 31 July 2013.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o "Hitlisten.nu"[image: External link]. Tracklisten[image: External link]. Hitlisten.nu. Archived from the original[image: External link] on December 26, 2014. Retrieved June 6, 2014.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q "Guld og platin i august"[image: External link]. IFPI Denmark[image: External link]. September 5, 2004. Archived from the original[image: External link] on January 17, 2015. Retrieved June 6, 2014.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t "IFPI Denmark: Certificeringer"[image: External link]. IFPI Denmark[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on July 24, 2011. Retrieved June 6, 2014.


	
^ "Jackson was star the world could not ignore"[image: External link]. CNN[image: External link]. June 26, 2009. Retrieved September 2, 2009.


	
^ "Michael Jackson: 100 facts about the king of pop"[image: External link]. The Daily Telegraph. June 29, 2009. Retrieved January 30, 2013.


	
^ Agencies, China Daily (June 27, 2009). "50 facts about Michael Jackson that made him a legend"[image: External link]. China Daily[image: External link]. Retrieved September 11, 2015.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: Madonna (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 24, 2013.


	
^ "ARIA Catalogue Albums Chart"[image: External link]. Australian Recording Industry Association. Archived from the original[image: External link] on October 6, 2012. Retrieved October 6, 2012.


	
^ "Australia's Music Charts 1988-210 (Madonna)"[image: External link] (PDF). Moonlight Publishing. Retrieved December 25, 2015.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i "Guld og platin november/december/januar"[image: External link]. IFPI Denmark[image: External link]. February 19, 2007. Archived from the original[image: External link] on January 30, 2015. Retrieved June 6, 2014.


	
^ "IFPI Denmark: Certificeringer (Page 22)"[image: External link]. IFPI Denmark[image: External link]. Retrieved June 6, 2014.


	
^ "Guld og platin i marts"[image: External link]. IFPI Denmark[image: External link]. April 13, 2006. Retrieved June 6, 2014.


	
^ "Guld & platin januar 2010"[image: External link]. IFPI Denmark[image: External link]. Retrieved April 6, 2016.


	
^ Mandle, Chris (July 23, 2015). "Madonna compares herself to Picasso, saying she’s going to be creative until the day she dies"[image: External link]. The Independent. Retrieved January 8, 2016.


	
^ Graff, Gary (September 28, 2015). "Madonna's Rebel Heart beats strong on latest tour"[image: External link]. The Macomb Daily[image: External link]. Retrieved March 5, 2016.


	
^ "Madonna: healthy pop star admits to 'weakness' for sticky toffee pudding"[image: External link]. The Daily Telegraph. September 9, 2011. Retrieved April 22, 2013.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: Elton John (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 24, 2013.


	
^ a b c d "Forårets guld- og platincertificeringer"[image: External link]. IFPI Denmark[image: External link]. June 13, 2007. Retrieved June 6, 2014.


	
^ Isern, Will (March 16, 2014). "Young and old flock to Pensacola arena to see music legend Elton John"[image: External link]. Pensacola News Journal[image: External link]. Retrieved May 16, 2014.


	
^ Hebditch, Jon (June 19, 2015). "Sir Elton John to play Aberdeen this weekend"[image: External link]. The Press and Journal of Scotland[image: External link]. Retrieved December 22, 2015.


	
^ Boyle, Jacqui (January 17, 2013). "Elton John to play at WSU's Nutter Center"[image: External link]. Dayton Daily News[image: External link]. Retrieved February 16, 2013.


	
^ Kennedy, Mark (March 17, 2013). "Elton John, songtrack to my life"[image: External link]. Chattanooga Times Free Press[image: External link]. Retrieved February 16, 2013.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: Led Zeppelin (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 24, 2013.


	
^ a b c d e "Certifications Albums – Année 2013"[image: External link] (PDF). Syndicat National de l'Édition Phonographique[image: External link]. Retrieved March 3, 2014.


	
^ "ARIA: ARIA Albums Chart (10/11/2014)"[image: External link]. Australian Recording Industry Association[image: External link]. Retrieved November 7, 2014.


	
^ "The ARIA Report: ARIA Top 100 Albums – Week Commencing 10th August 2015"[image: External link] (PDF). Australian Recording Industry Association[image: External link]. Retrieved September 20, 2015.


	
^ Morse, Steve (October 12, 2012). "'Celebration Day' for Led Zeppelin fans"[image: External link]. Boston Globe[image: External link]. Retrieved January 30, 2013.


	
^ Green, Stephanie (July 23, 2013). "Led Zeppelin's Plant Tour Raises Reunion Hope: Review"[image: External link]. Bloomberg News[image: External link]. Retrieved May 16, 2014.


	
^ Logue, Timothy (March 1, 2013). "Weekend: Delco man pens the real story behind Led Zeppelin's rise"[image: External link]. Delaware County Daily Times[image: External link]. Retrieved May 16, 2014.


	
^ Barbrick, Greg (December 14, 2012). "Music DVD/CD Review: Led Zeppelin – Celebration Day"[image: External link]. Seattle Post-Intelligencer[image: External link]. Retrieved May 16, 2014.


	
^ a b c Unterberger, Richie. "Allmusic: Pink Floyd (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 24, 2013.


	
^ Michaels, Sean (July 7, 2014). "Pink Floyd to release a new album in 2014, entitled The Endless River"[image: External link]. The Guardian. Retrieved January 2, 2015.


	
^ "RIAJ: The Record: January 1995 (Page 6)"[image: External link] (in Japanese). Recording Industry Association of Japan[image: External link]. Retrieved November 8, 2015.


	
^ Espinoza, Javier (September 5, 2013). "Magnificent Machines: How to Buy a Vintage Car"[image: External link]. The Wall Street Journal[image: External link]. Retrieved May 13, 2014.


	
^ Ahmed, Tufayel (May 26, 2016). "Royal Mail Marks 50 Years of Pink Floyd With Special Stamps"[image: External link]. Newsweek[image: External link]. Retrieved August 13, 2016.


	
^ Maslin, John (March 12, 2011). "Rock Star Coming To City Car Rally"[image: External link]. Wanganui Chronicle[image: External link]. Retrieved February 20, 2013.


	
^ Drake, Hellen (June 9, 2009). "Iconic Pink Floyd Designer Exhibiting His Work In Ely"[image: External link]. Ely Standard Newspaper[image: External link]. Retrieved February 20, 2013.


	
^ a b c Birchmeier, Jason. "Allmusic: Rihanna (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 26, 2013.


	
^ a b c d e f g "AMPROFON: Certificaciones 2017"[image: External link]. AMPROFON[image: External link]. Retrieved January 18, 2017.


	
^ "Guld og platin i marts (31/03/2008)"[image: External link]. IFPI Denmark[image: External link]. March 31, 2008. Retrieved June 6, 2014.


	
^ "Guld og platin i september"[image: External link]. IFPI Denmark[image: External link]. October 6, 2008. Retrieved June 6, 2014.


	
^ a b c d "Certificeringer marts – maj 2010"[image: External link]. IFPI Denmark[image: External link]. May 31, 2010. Retrieved June 6, 2014.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m "The Irish Charts: Certtifications-Awards"[image: External link]. Irish Recorded Music Association[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on February 8, 2012. Retrieved February 18, 2012.


	
^ Morris, Ronnie (March 19, 2015). "Barbados’ precious stone"[image: External link]. Barbados Today[image: External link]. Retrieved March 10, 2016.


	
^ a b c Ankeny, Jason. "Allmusic: Mariah Carey (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 24, 2013.


	
^ a b c "年度別ミリオンセラー一覧 (Million Seller List by Year)"[image: External link] (in Japanese). Recording Industry Association of Japan. Retrieved November 8, 2015.


	
^ "Australia's Music Charts 1988–2010 (Mariah Carey)"[image: External link] (PDF). Moonlight Publishing. Retrieved December 25, 2015.


	
^ "Hitlisten.nu: Album Top-4 (UGE 51-2016)"[image: External link]. Tracklisten[image: External link]. Hitlisten.nu. Retrieved January 18, 2016.


	
^ Idato, Michael (May 4, 2014). "Mariah Carey: the passionate and elusive singer reveals her new album"[image: External link]. The Sydney Morning Herald[image: External link]. Retrieved May 13, 2014.


	
^ Julie, Jackson (August 7, 2014). "Mariah Carey to hold solo concert in October"[image: External link]. The Korea Herald[image: External link]. Retrieved May 13, 2015.


	
^ Reporter, AFP (January 5, 2012). "Mariah Carey asks fans to pray for sick husband"[image: External link]. ABC News[image: External link]. Retrieved May 22, 2014.


	
^ Wheeler, Brad (February 10, 2010). "For Mariah Carey, the angel is in the details"[image: External link]. The Globe and Mail[image: External link]. Retrieved February 19, 2013.


	
^ a b c Proefrock, Stacia. "Allmusic: Celine Dion (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 24, 2013.


	
^ [image: External link] [1995 million-seller list] (in Japanese). Recording Industry Association of Japan[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on November 3, 2013. Retrieved November 8, 2015.


	
^ a b "RIAJ: Digital Certifications (July 2010)"[image: External link] (in Japanese). Recording Industry Association of Japan[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on September 15, 2013. Retrieved November 8, 2015.


	
^ "Hitlisten.nu: Album Top-40 (Uge 47-2003)"[image: External link]. Tracklisten[image: External link]. Hitlisten.nu. Retrieved June 6, 2014.


	
^ "Hitlisten.nu: Album Top-40 (Uge 22-2008)"[image: External link]. Tracklisten[image: External link]. Hitlisten.nu. Retrieved June 6, 2014.


	
^ "IFPI Denmark: Certificeringer"[image: External link]. IFPI Denmark. IFPI Denmark. Retrieved September 11, 2015.


	
^ Ptashnick, Victoria (August 22, 2013). "Céline Dion joins Twitter"[image: External link]. Toronto Star[image: External link]. Retrieved February 2, 2014.


	
^ Ritz, Ian (June 1, 2010). "Celine Dion Expecting Twins"[image: External link]. The Epoch Times[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on September 6, 2013. Retrieved February 16, 2013.


	
^ Sandhu, Sukhdev (February 2, 2008). "Learning to love Celine Dion"[image: External link]. The Daily Telegraph. Retrieved January 27, 2013.


	
^ Barhat, Vikram Singh (March 6, 2008). "Celine Dion: Taking Chances tour to heights"[image: External link]. Gulf News[image: External link]. Retrieved February 20, 2013.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: AC/DC (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 24, 2013.


	
^ "Pladebranchen.08 offentliggøres i dag"[image: External link]. IFPI Denmark[image: External link]. August 27, 2009. Retrieved May 19, 2017.


	
^ Marchand, Francois (September 23, 2015). "Review: AC/DC thrill Vancouver fans at BC Place"[image: External link]. The Vancouver Sun[image: External link]. Retrieved October 20, 2015.


	
^ McGreevy, Ronan (July 1, 2015). "‘AC/DC’s music is the best antidepressant there is’"[image: External link]. The Irish Times[image: External link]. Retrieved October 20, 2015.


	
^ "Rock Giants AC/DC Accept The Inevitable And Agree To Make Their Music Available On iTunes"[image: External link]. Canadian Broadcasting Corporation[image: External link]. November 19, 2012. Retrieved January 19, 2013.


	
^ Williams, Martin (December 20, 2008). "MSPs tell AC/DC ... We Salute You"[image: External link]. The Herald of Glasgow[image: External link]. Retrieved January 19, 2013.


	
^ a b c Huey, Steve. "Allmusic: Whitney Houston (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 24, 2013.


	
^ a b c "RIAJ: Digital Certifications (January 2014)"[image: External link] (in Japanese). Recording Industry Association of Japan[image: External link]. Retrieved November 8, 2015.


	
^ "ARIA Top 100 Albums – Week Commencing 27th February 2012 Issue No.1148 (for single "I Will Always Love You" and albums "The Bodyguard Soundtrack", "Whitney Houston")"[image: External link] (PDF). Australian Recording Industry Association[image: External link]. February 27, 2012. Retrieved January 19, 2013.


	
^ Locker, Melissa (August 8, 2013). "Whitney Houston: 10 Career-Defining Moments"[image: External link]. Time. Retrieved October 15, 2013.


	
^ Levine, Barry (January 24, 2015). "Four more who should be in the Hall of Fame"[image: External link]. The Albany Herald[image: External link]. Retrieved March 19, 2015.


	
^ Thurston, Michael (February 12, 2012). "Music world stunned at Whitney Houston's death"[image: External link]. The Australian[image: External link]. Retrieved February 19, 2013.


	
^ France-Presse, Agence (February 12, 2012). "Music world stunned at death of Whitney Houston, 48"[image: External link]. Hürriyet Daily News[image: External link]. Retrieved February 19, 2013.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: Queen (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 24, 2013.


	
^ [image: External link] [2004 Million Seller List] (in Japanese). Recording Industry Association of Japan. Archived from the original[image: External link] on November 3, 2013. Retrieved November 8, 2015.


	
^ Castle, Jill (January 13, 2015). "The 20 Queen facts you can share with your mates at the Hydro"[image: External link]. The Herald of Glasgow[image: External link]. Retrieved January 25, 2015.


	
^ Tolhurst, Alain (May 29, 2012). "Queen guitarist reveals Sidmouth inspiration"[image: External link]. Sidmouth Herald[image: External link]. Retrieved February 19, 2013.


	
^ Fox, Emily (December 31, 2013). "Queen rocker Brian May reveals he is undergoing 'urgent tests' for cancer"[image: External link]. Daily Express[image: External link]. Retrieved February 1, 2014.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: The Rolling Stones (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 24, 2013.


	
^ Lawless, Jill; Dixon, Louise (July 13, 2013). "Rolling Stones celebrate 50 years on stage"[image: External link]. The Seattle Times[image: External link]. Retrieved November 10, 2015.


	
^ McCall, Tris (October 16, 2012). "Maybe the last time? Rolling Stones set to rock Newark, London"[image: External link]. The Star-Ledger[image: External link]. Retrieved January 9, 2013.


	
^ a b c Ankeny, Jason. "Allmusic: ABBA (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 24, 2013.


	
^ "RIAJ: The Record: July 2001 (Gold Album-Page 8)"[image: External link] (in Japanese). Recording Industry Association of Japan[image: External link]. Retrieved November 8, 2015.


	
^ "RIAJ: Gold and Platinum Database (February 2009)"[image: External link] (in Japanese). Recording Industry Association of Japan[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on September 15, 2013. Retrieved November 8, 2015.


	
^ Nielsen Business Media, Inc (September 8, 1979). ABBA's Australian certifications at Billboard Magazine (September 8, 1979 issue)[image: External link]. Billboard. Retrieved April 25, 2010.


	
^ "Hitlisten.nu: Album Top-40 (Uge 25-2004)"[image: External link]. Tracklisten[image: External link]. Hitlisten.nu. Retrieved June 6, 2014.


	
^ "Hitlisten.nu: Album Top-40 (Uge 52-2008)"[image: External link]. Tracklisten[image: External link]. Hitlisten.nu. Retrieved June 6, 2014.


	
^ "Hitlisten.nu: Album Top-40 (Uge 52-2011)"[image: External link]. Tracklisten[image: External link]. Hitlisten.nu. Archived from the original[image: External link] on July 14, 2014. Retrieved June 6, 2014.


	
^ "The Official NZ Music Charts: Top 40 Albums (28 April 2014)"[image: External link]. Recorded Music NZ[image: External link]. Retrieved March 17, 2015.


	
^ "The Official NZ Music Charts: Top 40 Albums (19 March 2007)"[image: External link]. Recorded Music NZ[image: External link]. Retrieved March 17, 2015.


	
^ Trauth, Beti (February 28, 2012). "ABBA music enhances 'Mamma Mia!' at the Van Duzer"[image: External link]. Times-Standard[image: External link]. Retrieved April 19, 2013.


	
^ Lengel, Kerry (January 1, 2014). "Review: ‘Mamma Mia!’ at ASU Gammage"[image: External link]. The Arizona Republic[image: External link]. Retrieved May 14, 2014.


	
^ Murray, Philip (August 9, 2013). "ABBA Gold and the UK Bee Gees tribute acts to perform in Skegness"[image: External link]. Skegness Standard Newspaper[image: External link]. Retrieved May 13, 2014.


	
^ "ABBA, Hollies, Genesis enter Rock Hall in NYC bash"[image: External link]. The Register Citizen Newspaper[image: External link]. March 16, 2010. Retrieved April 16, 2013.


	
^ a b c Leahey, Andrew. "Allmusic: Taylor Swift (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 26, 2013.


	
^ Wirt, John (July 8, 2015). "Superstar Taylor Swift encores in Tiger Stadium"[image: External link]. The Advocate of Louisiana[image: External link]. Retrieved July 8, 2015.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: Garth Brooks (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 25, 2013.


	
^ Smith, Kelly (March 10, 2016). "Garth Brooks is back in Raleigh, doing 3 shows at PNC"[image: External link]. The News & Observer[image: External link]. Retrieved September 24, 2016.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: Eminem (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 26, 2013.


	
^ "IFPI Denmark: Certificeringer (Page 17)"[image: External link]. IFPI Denmark[image: External link]. Retrieved June 6, 2014.


	
^ McAloon, Jonathan (July 15, 2015). "Letter from Eminem to Tupac’s mother discovered"[image: External link]. The Daily Telegraph. Retrieved September 4, 2015.


	
^ a b c Ruhlmann, William. "Allmusic: Eagles (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 25, 2013.


	
^ a b "ARIA: ARIA Albums Chart (19/01/2015)"[image: External link]. Australian Recording Industry Association[image: External link]. Retrieved January 17, 2015.


	
^ Miller, Megan (November 14, 2013). "The Eagles return to Birmingham"[image: External link]. The Tuscaloosa News[image: External link]. Retrieved December 19, 2013.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: U2 (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 25, 2013.


	
^ "ARIA: ARIA Catalogue Albums Chart (22/09/2014)"[image: External link]. Australian Recording Industry Association[image: External link]. Retrieved September 20, 2014.


	
^ "Pladebranchen.08 offentliggøres i dag"[image: External link]. IFPI Denmark[image: External link]. November 2, 2005. Retrieved June 6, 2014.


	
^ McConnell, Daniel (June 9, 2013). "U2 'not feeling the love' over tax"[image: External link]. Irish Independent[image: External link]. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: Billy Joel (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 25, 2013.


	
^ "RIAJ: Digital Certifications (May 2009)"[image: External link] (in Japanese). Recording Industry Association of Japan[image: External link]. Retrieved April 14, 2012.


	
^ Case, Wesley (January 29, 2015). "Billy Joel to perform at M&T Bank Stadium in July"[image: External link]. The Baltimore Sun[image: External link]. Retrieved October 15, 2015.


	
^ a b c Ruhlmann, William. "Allmusic: Phil Collins (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 25, 2013.


	
^ Payne, Ed (October 29, 2015). "Phil Collins' fans rejoice: Artist announces end of retirement"[image: External link]. CNN[image: External link]. Retrieved October 30, 2015.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: Aerosmith (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 25, 2013.


	
^ DiGiacomo, Robert (August 27, 2014). "Aerosmith guitarist Perry tells all; band hits A.C. Sunday"[image: External link]. The Press of Atlantic City[image: External link]. Retrieved October 15, 2014.


	
^ a b c Ruhlmann, William. "Allmusic: Frank Sinatra (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 25, 2013.


	
^ Roberts, Kathaleen (December 6, 2015). "New Mexico musicians weigh in on performing with Frank Sinatra"[image: External link]. Albuquerque Journal[image: External link]. Retrieved June 28, 2016.


	
^ a b c Ruhlmann, William. "Allmusic: Barbra Streisand (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 25, 2013.


	
^ Brown, Helen (June 2, 2013). "Barbra Streisand, O2 Arena, review"[image: External link]. The Daily Telegraph. Retrieved June 24, 2013.


	
^ a b c Jeffries, David. "Allmusic: Bruno Mars (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved January 26, 2015.


	
^ "Hitlisten.nu: Album Top-40 (Uge 12-2011)"[image: External link]. Tracklisten[image: External link]. Hitlisten.nu. Retrieved January 26, 2015.


	
^ "PARI: List of PARI Gold, Platinum & Diamond Awardees"[image: External link]. Philippine Association of the Record Industry[image: External link]. PARI. Retrieved August 30, 2015.


	
^ "Bruno Mars in Glasgow: City starts to get excited as singer heads for Hydro"[image: External link]. Evening Times[image: External link]. April 12, 2017. Retrieved April 29, 2017.


	
^ a b c Birchmeier, Jason. "Allmusic: Kanye West (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved May 27, 2014.


	
^ "RIAJ: Gold/Platinum database: October 2010"[image: External link] (in Japanese). Recording Industry Association of Japan[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on September 15, 2013. Retrieved November 8, 2015.


	
^ "Hitlisten.nu: Track Top-40 (Uge 01-2009)"[image: External link]. Tracklisten[image: External link]. Hitlisten.nu. Retrieved April 10, 2015.


	
^ Cobb, Chris (July 11, 2015). "Bluesfest review: Twenty minutes late, Kanye West still captures massive crowd"[image: External link]. Ottawa Citizen[image: External link]. Retrieved July 25, 2015.


	
^ a b c Ruhlmann, William. "Allmusic: Bruce Springsteen (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 25, 2013.


	
^ "Guld og platin i april"[image: External link]. IFPI Denmark[image: External link]. May 27, 2009. Retrieved June 6, 2014.


	
^ Boyd, Brian (January 10, 2014). "Springsteen has high hopes for radical marketing wheeze"[image: External link]. The Irish Times[image: External link]. Retrieved February 19, 2014.


	
^ Colin Larkin (27 May 2011). The Encyclopedia of Popular Music[image: External link]. Omnibus Press. p. 448.


	
^ Maury Dean (2003). Rock 'N' Roll Gold Rush[image: External link]. Algora Publishing. p. 283.


	
^ a b c Eder, Bruce. "Allmusic: Bee Gees (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 25, 2013.


	
^ "RIAJ: The Record: July 1996 (Page 5)"[image: External link] (in Japanese). Recording Industry Association of Japan[image: External link]. Retrieved November 8, 2015.


	
^ "RIAJ: The Record: November 1996 (Page 4)"[image: External link] (in Japanese). Recording Industry Association of Japan[image: External link]. Retrieved November 8, 2015.


	
^ McKay, Hollie (June 5, 2014). "Barry Gibb honors brothers at sold out show, reveals Bee Gees' best song"[image: External link]. Fox News[image: External link]. Retrieved February 22, 2017.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: Lady Gaga (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved September 9, 2013.


	
^ Barr, Gordon (November 20, 2014). "Lady Gaga: We chart her career as she prepares for Metro Radio Arena concert"[image: External link]. Evening Chronicle[image: External link]. Retrieved October 12, 2015.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: Metallica (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 26, 2013.


	
^ a b "ARIA: ARIA Catalogue Albums Chart (07/10/2013)"[image: External link]. Australian Recording Industry Association[image: External link]. Retrieved September 6, 2014.


	
^ Bunbury, Stephanie (October 11, 2013). "Metallica's story of ego and indulgence: Metallica Through the Never"[image: External link]. The Sydney Morning Herald[image: External link]. Retrieved May 13, 2014.


	
^ a b c Leahey, Andrew. "Allmusic: Katy Perry (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved March 5, 2014.


	
^ Adejobi, Alicia (September 13, 2016). "How Katy Perry became the most-followed celebrity on Twitter with 92.7 million fans"[image: External link]. International Business Times[image: External link]. Retrieved September 15, 2016.


	
^ a b c Collar, Matt. "Allmusic: Justin Bieber (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved March 24, 2016.


	
^ Vincent, Alice (August 21, 2016). "Justin Bieber disappoints with 'hungover' performance at V Festival"[image: External link]. The Daily Telegraph. Retrieved January 13, 2017.


	
^ a b c Jeffries, Davis. "Allmusic: Adele (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved December 4, 2015.


	
^ Kot, Greg (July 11, 2016). "Adele's best conversation is with her band at United Center"[image: External link]. Chicago Tribune[image: External link]. Retrieved July 11, 2016.


	
^ a b c Birchmeier, Jason. "Allmusic: Jay-Z (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved February 20, 2014.


	
^ Pagliery, Jose (January 30, 2015). "Jay-Z to buy music streaming Aspiro for $56 million"[image: External link]. CNN[image: External link]. Retrieved February 3, 2015.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: Bon Jovi (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 26, 2013.


	
^ "ARIA Report 28th January 2008 (Issue 935)"[image: External link] (PDF). Australian Recording Industry Association. Retrieved April 8, 2013.


	
^ "Bon Jovi's Australian certifications sent by ARIA team"[image: External link]. ARIA. Retrieved May 18, 2015.


	
^ Scott, Mathew (September 9, 2015). "Jon Bon Jovi recalls the early days and how Livin' on a Prayer changed everything"[image: External link]. South China Morning Post[image: External link]. Retrieved November 13, 2015.


	
^ a b c Jeffries, David. "Allmusic: Lil Wayne (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved December 8, 2015.


	
^ Levy, Piet (April 27, 2016). "Lil Wayne, Jeezy coming to UW-Milwaukee Panther Arena June 12"[image: External link]. Milwaukee Journal Sentinel[image: External link]. Retrieved June 10, 2016.


	
^ a b c Huey, Steve. "Allmusic: Britney Spears (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 26, 2013.


	
^ "Guld og platin i april (01/05/2008)"[image: External link]. IFPI Denmark[image: External link]. May 1, 2008. Retrieved June 6, 2014.


	
^ "IFPI Denmark: Certificeringer (Page 6)"[image: External link]. IFPI Denmark[image: External link]. Retrieved June 6, 2014.


	
^ Schwarz, Hunter (November 6, 2014). "Finally, our elected officials are giving Britney Spears the respect she deserves"[image: External link]. The Washington Post[image: External link]. Retrieved February 2, 2015.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: Rod Stewart (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 26, 2013.


	
^ Villarreal, Phil (November 14, 2013). "Rod Stewart impressionist, big band aim to wow SaddleBrooke crowd"[image: External link]. Arizona Daily Star[image: External link]. Retrieved February 25, 2014.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: Fleetwood Mac (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 26, 2013.


	
^ "The Official New Zealand Music Charts: 29 June 2003"[image: External link]. Recording Industry Association of New Zealand[image: External link]. June 29, 2003. Retrieved August 4, 2014.


	
^ "The Official New Zealand Music Charts: 16 September 2013"[image: External link]. Recording Industry Association of New Zealand[image: External link]. September 16, 2013. Retrieved August 4, 2014.


	
^ Mark Rinaldi, Ray (December 5, 2014). "Fleetwood Mac drummer steps out front with photo show"[image: External link]. The Denver Post[image: External link]. Retrieved February 4, 2015.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: Guns N' Roses (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved December 15, 2011.


	
^ P. Mayor, Jeffrey (April 1, 2016). "Guns N’ Roses announces August concert in Seattle"[image: External link]. The News Tribune[image: External link]. Retrieved June 24, 2016.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: George Strait (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved June 8, 2014.


	
^ Weatherford, Mike (September 22, 2015). "George Strait will play multiple dates in new MGM arena"[image: External link]. Las Vegas Review-Journal[image: External link]. Retrieved October 11, 2015.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: Backstreet Boys (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 26, 2013.


	
^ [image: External link] [2001 Million Seller List] (in Japanese). Recording Industry Association of Japan[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on November 3, 2013. Retrieved November 8, 2015.


	
^ Remling, Amanda (April 30, 2012). "Backstreet?s Back: Kevin Re-Joins The Backstreet Boys Permanently, Eighth Album In The Future"[image: External link]. International Business Times[image: External link]. Retrieved January 21, 2014.


	
^ a b c Ruhlmann, William. "Allmusic: Neil Diamond (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 25, 2013.


	
^ Martin, Michael (March 24, 2016). "Heider show will mine Neil Diamond hits"[image: External link]. La Crosse Tribune[image: External link]. Retrieved April 24, 2016.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: Prince (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 26, 2013.


	
^ Fong, Michelle (April 21, 2016). "Prince’s memorable performances in Dayton"[image: External link]. Dayton Daily News[image: External link]. Retrieved May 19, 2016.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: Paul McCartney (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 26, 2013.


	
^ "IFPI Sweden: Certifications for 1987–1998"[image: External link] (PDF). IFPI Sweden. Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on June 16, 2011. Retrieved April 17, 2015.


	
^ "Certificeringer (page 75)"[image: External link]. IFPI Denmark[image: External link]. Retrieved August 19, 2015.


	
^ Strauss, Chirs (December 17, 2013). "Paul McCartney wanted a free Brooklyn Nets T-shirt more than anything"[image: External link]. USA Today. Retrieved May 16, 2014.


	
^ a b c Vinopal & Erlewine, David & Stephen. "Allmusic: Kenny Rogers (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 26, 2013.


	
^ "RIAJ: Digital Certifications (June 2009)"[image: External link] (in Japanese). Recording Industry Association of Japan[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on September 15, 2013. Retrieved November 8, 2015.


	
^ "ARIA Charts – Accreditations – 2004 Albums"[image: External link]. Australian Recording Industry Association. Retrieved August 1, 2015.


	
^ "ARIA Charts – Accreditations – 2015 Albums"[image: External link]. Australian Recording Industry Association. Retrieved August 1, 2015.


	
^ Valcourt, Keith (December 14, 2015). "Kenny Rogers: ‘Christmas Once Again’"[image: External link]. The Washington Times[image: External link]. Retrieved December 24, 2015.


	
^ a b c Huey, Steve. "Allmusic: Janet Jackson (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 26, 2013.


	
^ Lindquist, David (December 20, 2012). "Top Hoosier musician #12: Janet Jackson"[image: External link]. The Indianapolis Star[image: External link]. Retrieved February 8, 2013.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: Julio Iglesias (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 25, 2013.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l Julio Iglesias 30th Anniversary[image: External link]. Billboard. May 27, 2000. Retrieved September 23, 2011.


	
^ Report, Staff (March 6, 2016). "Julio Iglesias to perform in Sharjah"[image: External link]. Gulf News[image: External link]. Retrieved March 17, 2016.


	
^ a b c Ruhlmann, William. "Allmusic: Chicago (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 26, 2013.


	
^ "RIAJ: Digital downloads: February 2014"[image: External link] (in Japanese). Recording Industry Association of Japan[image: External link]. Retrieved November 8, 2015.


	
^ Crann, Justin (February 28, 2014). "Chicago isn't leaving any time soon"[image: External link]. Moose Jaw Times-Herald[image: External link]. Retrieved July 25, 2014.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: Carpenters (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 26, 2013.


	
^ "RIAJ: Gold and Platinum database (June 2009)"[image: External link]. Recording Industry Association of Japan[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on September 15, 2013. Retrieved November 8, 2015.


	
^ Atashian, John (May 3, 2013). "CONCERT CONNECTION: 'Carpenters Remembered' coming to Connecticut"[image: External link]. New Haven Register[image: External link]. Retrieved November 28, 2014.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: Bob Dylan (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 26, 2013.


	
^ Waldron, Danielle (March 6, 2015). "Bob Dylan performing at Morris Performing Arts Center in May"[image: External link]. The Elkhart Truth[image: External link]. Retrieved July 28, 2015.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: Dire Straits (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 25, 2013.


	
^ "Dire Straits tribute at The Wharf, Tavistock"[image: External link]. The Herald of Plymouth[image: External link]. May 10, 2013. Retrieved September 13, 2013.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: Bryan Adams (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 26, 2013.


	
^ "Australian certifications for Bryan Adams"[image: External link] (PDF). ARIA. Retrieved June 13, 2016.


	
^ Krewen, Nick (October 16, 2015). "Bryan Adams slips back into the groove"[image: External link]. Toronto Star[image: External link]. Retrieved April 7, 2016.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: Def Leppard (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 26, 2013.


	
^ "ARIA Report Issue #850"[image: External link] (PDF). ARIA. June 19, 2006. Retrieved February 11, 2010.


	
^ Joy, Kevin (October 8, 2015). "No goodbyes are in works for forever-young Def Leppard"[image: External link]. The Columbus Dispatch[image: External link]. Retrieved October 20, 2015.


	
^ a b c Eder, Bruce. "Allmusic: Cher (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 26, 2013.


	
^ "Cher's Australia's certifications sent by ARIA team"[image: External link]. ARIA. Retrieved February 26, 2013.


	
^ a b c "Billboard magazine: Believe in the Album (Issue January 22, 2000 page 2)"[image: External link]. Billboard. January 22, 2000. Retrieved November 17, 2012.


	
^ "Official IFPI email – Greatest Hits 1999 certification"[image: External link]. IFPI Denmark[image: External link]. Retrieved November 6, 2016.


	
^ "Scapolo, Dean (2007). The Complete New Zealand Music Charts 1966–2006"[image: External link] (PDF). RIANZ[image: External link]. Retrieved April 7, 2014.


	
^ Miers, Jeff (April 16, 2014). "Cher says farewell, again, with 'Dressed to Kill' tour"[image: External link]. The Buffalo News[image: External link]. Retrieved May 9, 2014.


	
^ a b c Huey, Steve. "Allmusic: Lionel Richie (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 26, 2013.


	
^ "ARIA Catalogue Albums Chart (05/05/2014)"[image: External link]. Australian Recording Industry Association[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on September 7, 2014. Retrieved September 6, 2014.


	
^ Kenner, Kari (June 11, 2014). "Lionel Richie takes audiences way back at West Valley City concert"[image: External link]. Daily Herald of Utah[image: External link]. Retrieved June 12, 2015.


	
^ a b c Eder, Bruce. "Allmusic: Genesis (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 25, 2013.


	
^ Majendie, Paul (December 18, 1997). "Collins May Be Gone, But Genesis Plays On"[image: External link]. The Moscow Times[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on March 3, 2016. Retrieved July 31, 2016.


	
^ a b c Ruhlmann, William. "Allmusic: James Taylor (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved November 7, 2015.


	
^ Fanto, Clarence (November 14, 2013). "A James Taylor first: New album hit top of Billboard chart"[image: External link]. The Berkshire Eagle[image: External link]. Retrieved June 24, 2015.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: Olivia Newton-John (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 26, 2013.


	
^ Barnes, Steve (December 7, 2011). "Olivia Newton-John speaks about her upcoming concert at the Palace"[image: External link]. Times Union of Albany[image: External link]. Retrieved February 18, 2013.


	
^ a b c Huey, Steve. "Allmusic: Stevie Wonder (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 26, 2013.


	
^ Kinney, Michael (November 12, 2015). "Never-ending wonder: Stevie Wonder confirms suspicions that he’s still amazing"[image: External link]. The Norman Transcript[image: External link]. Retrieved November 12, 2015.


	
^ a b c Bush, John. "Allmusic: Tina Turner (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 26, 2013.


	
^ Ben, Cosgrove (November 10, 2014). "Tina Turner: Unpublished Photos of the Queen of Rock ‘n’ Roll"[image: External link]. Time. Retrieved May 9, 2015.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: Linda Ronstadt (Overview)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 26, 2013.


	
^ Millican, Jim (November 23, 2013). "Rock 'n' roll memories"[image: External link]. Winnipeg Free Press[image: External link]. Retrieved February 14, 2015.


	
^ a b c Huey, Steve. "Allmusic: Donna Summer (Overview)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 25, 2013.


	
^ Graff, Gary (July 23, 2008). "Disco Queen Donna Summer re-Embraces the Spotlight"[image: External link]. Reading Eagle[image: External link]. Retrieved February 25, 2014.


	
^ a b c Bush, John. "Allmusic: The Beach Boys (Overview)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 26, 2013.


	
^ Brown, Millie (December 23, 2013). "Good Vibrations will bring sounds and spirit of the Beach Boys to CH3"[image: External link]. Orange County Register[image: External link]. Retrieved May 16, 2014.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: David Bowie (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved January 11, 2016.


	
^ Gill, Andy (January 2, 2016). "Rebel, rebel: We profile singing legend David Bowie"[image: External link]. Belfast Telegraph. Retrieved January 11, 2016.


	
^ a b c Eder & Erlewine, Bruce & Stephen. "Allmusic: The Who (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 26, 2013.


	
^ Szaroleta, Tom (October 10, 2014). "Legendary British band The Who bringing tour to Jacksonville"[image: External link]. The Florida Times-Union[image: External link]. Retrieved October 12, 2014.


	
^ a b c Hogen, Ed. "Allmusic: Barry White (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 26, 2013.


	
^ Connor, Tracy (September 11, 2015). "Barry White dies at 58 while waiting for kidney transplant in 2003"[image: External link]. New York Daily News[image: External link]. Retrieved October 26, 2015.


	
^ a b c Ruhlmann, William. "Allmusic: Santana (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 28, 2013.


	
^ Wolgamott, L. Kent (February 26, 2014). "Santana coming to Lincoln"[image: External link]. Lincoln Journal Star[image: External link]. Retrieved July 19, 2015.


	
^ a b c Huey, Steve. "Allmusic: Earth, Wind & Fire (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved October 3, 2014.


	
^ "RIAJ: Digital Certifications (May 2011)"[image: External link] (in Japanese). Recording Industry Association of Japan[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on September 15, 2013. Retrieved November 8, 2015.


	
^ "RIAJ: Digital Certifications (April 2013)"[image: External link] (in Japanese). Recording Industry Association of Japan[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on August 10, 2013. Retrieved November 8, 2015.


	
^ Travers, Andrew (August 29, 2014). "Shining Stars: Earth Wind & Fire at Labor Day Experience"[image: External link]. The Aspen Times[image: External link]. Retrieved October 3, 2014.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: Johnny Cash (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved February 13, 2016.


	
^ Belanger, Joe (May 4, 2016). "Tribute artist walks the line as legendary Johnny Cash"[image: External link]. The London Free Press[image: External link]. Retrieved September 13, 2016.


	
^ a b c Eremenko, Alexey. "Allmusic: B'z (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 28, 2013.


	
^ Yang, Jeff (September 8, 2005). "ASIAN POP Hello Kitty! Rock! Rock!"[image: External link]. San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link]. Retrieved April 23, 2014.


	
^ a b c Leahey, Andrew. "Allmusic: Beyonce (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 31, 2013.


	
^ "Official Charts Company: Beyoncé"[image: External link]. Official Charts Company. Retrieved April 17, 2014.


	
^ "PROMUSICAE: Conciones Top 20 Anual 2007"[image: External link] (PDF) (in Spanish). PROMUSICAE[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on June 21, 2013. Retrieved 2014-11-13.


	
^ "Hitlisten.nu: Album Top-40 (Uge 05-2009)"[image: External link]. Tracklisten[image: External link]. Hitlisten.nu. Retrieved June 6, 2014.


	
^ "Hitlisten.nu: Album Top-40 (Uge 04-2010)"[image: External link]. Tracklisten[image: External link]. Hitlisten.nu. Retrieved June 6, 2014.


	
^ Reporter, Daily Mail (June 24, 2011). "Independent Women reunited? Beyoncé and her Destiny's Child bandmates 'discuss on stage reunion at Glastonbury' "[image: External link]. Daily Mail. Retrieved May 8, 2013.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: Shania Twain (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 28, 2013.


	
^ Graff, Gary (July 20, 2015). "Still The One: Farewell tour doesn’t mean goodbye for Shania Twain"[image: External link]. The Oakland Press[image: External link]. Retrieved July 24, 2015.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: R.E.M. (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 28, 2013.


	
^ Tierney, Mike (April 20, 2013). "Mike Mills: A Rock Star of Fantasy Sports"[image: External link]. The New York Times[image: External link]. Retrieved May 18, 2013.


	
^ a b c Leahey, Andrew. "Allmusic: Coldplay (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved December 18, 2015.


	
^ Harrington, Jim (December 3, 2015). "It's Official: Coldplay Set for Super Bowl 50 Halftime Show"[image: External link]. Contra Costa Times[image: External link]. Retrieved December 18, 2015.


	
^ a b c Kellman, Andy. "Allmusic: Flo Rida (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved March 14, 2016.


	
^ Bennett, Chuck (February 19, 2016). "Society Confidential: Flo Rida hits Sabrage"[image: External link]. The Detroit News[image: External link]. Retrieved March 14, 2016.


	
^ a b c Eremenko, Alexey. "Allmusic: Ayumi Hamasaki (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved January 28, 2017.


	
^ "【オリコン】浜崎あゆみ、ソロ初の総売上5000万枚超え「ファンのみんなの記録」 [First solo artist with over 50 million in sales]"[image: External link]. Oricon[image: External link]. August 8, 2012. Retrieved January 28, 2017.


	
^ "15年間ありがとう！「ケータイランキング」発表！アーティスト1位はEXILE、楽曲はGReeeeN「キセキ」～レコチョクのケータイ向け「着うた（R）」「着うたフル（R）」サービス12/15終了"[image: External link]. Oricon[image: External link]. December 13, 2016. Retrieved January 28, 2017.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: Van Halen (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 28, 2013.


	
^ Anderson, Stacey (February 7, 2015). "Van Halen to Release First Concert Album With David Lee Roth"[image: External link]. Billboard. Retrieved February 11, 2015.


	
^ a b c Prato, Greg. "Allmusic: Red Hot Chili Peppers (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 28, 2013.


	
^ "Certificeringer: Page 15"[image: External link]. IFPI Denmark[image: External link]. May 31, 2010. Retrieved June 6, 2014.


	
^ Serba, John (February 3, 2014). "Red Hot Chili Peppers play Super Bowl 2014: Anthony Kiedis' mom is proud of performance"[image: External link]. The Grand Rapids Press[image: External link]. Retrieved April 3, 2014.


	
^ a b c Prato, Greg. "Allmusic: Foreigner (Overview)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 28, 2013.


	
^ Koenig, Seth (February 11, 2014). "Rock band Foreigner asks Portland high schoolers to sing backup on 'I Want to Know What Love Is' "[image: External link]. Bangor Daily News[image: External link]. Retrieved May 9, 2014.


	
^ a b c Unterberger, Richie. "Allmusic: The Doors (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 28, 2013.


	
^ Stuever, Hank (May 12, 2010). "'When You're Strange' looks at Doors, Morrison with fresh sensibility, footage"[image: External link]. The Washington Post[image: External link]. Retrieved October 7, 2014.


	
^ a b c Deming, Mark. "Allmusic: George Michael (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 26, 2013.


	
^ "Hitlisten.nu: Album Top-40 (UGE 20-2004"[image: External link]. Tracklisten[image: External link]. Hitlisten.nu. Retrieved January 18, 2017.


	
^ "Singer George Michael dies at age 53"[image: External link]. The New Zealand Herald[image: External link]. December 26, 2016. Retrieved December 25, 2016.


	
^ a b c Ruhlmann, William. "Allmusic: Reba McEntire (Overview)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 28, 2013.


	
^ Boesveld, Sarah (April 13, 2015). "Three decades after her first hit, Reba McEntire — now 60 — is poised for a comeback"[image: External link]. National Post[image: External link]. Retrieved July 25, 2015.


	
^ a b c Ankeny, Jason. "Allmusic: Meat Loaf (Overview)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 28, 2013.


	
^ Reports, Staff (May 7, 2015). "Joan Jett, Meat Loaf join Seneca Resorts for ‘Summer Rush' "[image: External link]. Niagara Gazette[image: External link]. Retrieved June 9, 2015.


	
^ a b c Huey, Steve. "Allmusic: Barry Manilow (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 28, 2013.


	
^ Mertes, Micah (November 19, 2014). "Barry Manilow is coming to Omaha"[image: External link]. Omaha World-Herald[image: External link]. Retrieved August 4, 2015.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: Tom Petty (Overview)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 28, 2013.


	
^ "Following that dream to reality"[image: External link]. The Dispatch of Lexington[image: External link]. September 18, 2014. Retrieved October 3, 2014.


	
^ a b c Huey, Steve. "Allmusic: Johnny Hallyday (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 26, 2013.


	
^ "Certifications Vidéos – Année 2013"[image: External link] (PDF). Syndicat National de l'Édition Phonographique[image: External link]. Retrieved March 3, 2014.


	
^ Brandle, Lars (March 8, 2017). "Legendary French Singer Johnny Hallyday Is Being Treated for Cancer"[image: External link]. Billboard. Retrieved March 18, 2017.


	
^ a b c Kellman, Andy. "Allmusic: The Black Eyed Peas (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 31, 2013.


	
^ a b "Hitlisten.nu: Album Top-40 (Uge 52-2003)"[image: External link]. Tracklisten[image: External link]. Hitlisten.nu. Retrieved June 7, 2014.


	
^ "Hitlisten.nu: Album Top-40 (Uge 31-2009)"[image: External link]. Tracklisten[image: External link]. Hitlisten.nu. Retrieved June 7, 2014.


	
^ "Apl.De.Ap completes roster of artists at ‘MTV Music Evolution 2015’"[image: External link]. The Manila Times[image: External link]. May 7, 2015. Retrieved June 20, 2015.


	
^ a b c Ruhlmann, William. "Allmusic: Journey (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 31, 2013.


	
^ "RIAJ: Digital Certifications (September 2010)"[image: External link] (in Japanese). Recording Industry Association of Japan[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on September 15, 2013. Retrieved November 8, 2015.


	
^ Daniels, Neil (January 5, 2011). "Neil’s glee for the journey"[image: External link]. St Helens Reporter[image: External link]. Retrieved May 8, 2013.


	
^ a b c Yanow, Scott. "Allmusic: Kenny G (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 31, 2013.


	
^ Neu, Lora (July 16, 2014). "The Sax Man cometh: Kenny G’s jazz brings swingin’ beat to Wild Horse Pass Casino crowd"[image: External link]. Casa Grande Dispatch[image: External link]. Retrieved July 25, 2014.


	
^ a b c Lane, Lynda. "Allmusic: Usher (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved January 6, 2016.


	
^ de Souza, Alison (August 24, 2016). "R&B star Usher toughens up to play boxer Sugar Ray Leonard in Hands Of Stone"[image: External link]. The Straits Times[image: External link]. Retrieved August 25, 2016.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: Enya (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 31, 2013.


	
^ "Hitlisten.nu: Album Top-40 (Uge 05-2009)"[image: External link]. Tracklisten[image: External link]. Hitlisten.nu. Retrieved June 7, 2014.


	
^ "Hitlisten.nu: Album Top-40 (Uge 01-2010)"[image: External link]. Tracklisten[image: External link]. Hitlisten.nu. Retrieved June 7, 2014.


	
^ "Pladebranchen.08 offentliggøres i dag"[image: External link]. IFPI Denmark[image: External link]. August 27, 2009. Retrieved June 7, 2014.


	
^ McConville, Marie Louise (October 24, 2015). "Irish singer Enya says that tour would be 'very possible' "[image: External link]. The Irish News[image: External link]. Retrieved October 27, 2015.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: Robbie Williams (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved January 27, 2015.


	
^ "Romance: The girl who tamed the wild man of pop"[image: External link]. Times of Oman[image: External link]. May 24, 2015. Retrieved August 22, 2015.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: Alabama (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 31, 2013.


	
^ Estes, Cary (October 3, 2014). "Teddy Gentry of the group Alabama will sing his songs and tell stories behind them at Samford University"[image: External link]. The Birmingham News[image: External link]. Retrieved December 17, 2014.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: Nirvana (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 31, 2013.


	
^ "The ARIA Report: 7th November 2011 (Issue No.1132)"[image: External link] (PDF). ARIA. Retrieved January 29, 2013.


	
^ Hart, Erin (September 26, 2014). "Aberdeen mural celebrates Southwest Washington’s most famous band"[image: External link]. The Daily Astorian[image: External link]. Retrieved January 28, 2015.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: The Police (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved September 10, 2014.


	
^ "Ultratop: GOUD EN PLATINA 2002"[image: External link]. Ultratop[image: External link]. Retrieved September 10, 2014.


	
^ "Ultratop: GOUD EN PLATINA 2005"[image: External link]. Ultratop[image: External link]. Retrieved September 10, 2014.


	
^ "Ultratop: GOUD EN PLATINA 2007"[image: External link]. Ultratop[image: External link]. Retrieved September 10, 2014.


	
^ Garratt, Rob (February 22, 2015). "Meet the Dubai Jazz Festival headliners"[image: External link]. The National of Abu Dhabi[image: External link]. Retrieved September 10, 2015.


	
^ a b c Ankeny, Jason. "Allmusic: Bob Marley (Overview)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 31, 2013.


	
^ "ARIA: ARIA Charts – Accreditations – 2004 Albums"[image: External link]. Australian Recording Industry Association[image: External link]. Retrieved July 20, 2014.


	
^ "ARIA: ARIA Catalogue Albums Chart (20/05/2013)"[image: External link]. Australian Recording Industry Association[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on February 22, 2014. Retrieved July 20, 2014.


	
^ Meschino, Patricia (May 11, 2015). "The Music and Marketing Genius of Bob Marley, 34 Years After His Passing"[image: External link]. Billboard. Retrieved June 18, 2015.


	
^ a b c Erlewine, Stephen. "Allmusic: Kiss (Biography)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 26, 2013.


	
^ Beck, John (August 28, 2008). "KISS Alive at 35"[image: External link]. The Press Democrat[image: External link]. Retrieved May 11, 2013.


	
^ a b c Unterberger, Richie. "Allmusic: Aretha Franklin (Overview)"[image: External link]. AllMusic[image: External link]. Retrieved August 31, 2013.


	
^ Hoergurber, Rob (July 8, 2011). "Long Live Aretha, the Queen of Soul"[image: External link]. The New York Times[image: External link]. Retrieved October 7, 2014.


	
^ "History of the Awards"[image: External link]. Recording Industry Association of America. Retrieved August 6, 2011.


	
^ "About RIAJ: History"[image: External link]. Recording Industry Association of Japan[image: External link]. Retrieved November 8, 2015.


	
^ a b "Les Certifications Officielles: Chronologie Albums"[image: External link]. Info Disc. Retrieved March 4, 2016.


	
^ CRIA[image: External link]. Billboard. October 2, 1976. Retrieved July 1, 2014.


	
^ "Associação Brasileira dos Produtores de Discos – Certificados"[image: External link] [Brazilian Association of Record Producers – Certificates] (in Portuguese). Associação Brasileira dos Produtores de Discos[image: External link]. Retrieved July 9, 2015.


	
^ "Dutch Certifications"[image: External link] (in Dutch). NVPI[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on February 12, 2012. Retrieved December 7, 2011.


	
^ "Certificaciones (Earlier certification database covering the years 1999–2010)"[image: External link] (in Spanish). AMPROFON[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on April 12, 2010. Retrieved April 8, 2013.


	
^ "Awards 1997"[image: External link]. Ultratop[image: External link]. Retrieved May 26, 2011.


	
^ a b "The Official Swiss Charts and Music Community – Awards"[image: External link]. Hung Medien. Retrieved September 15, 2009.


	
^ a b Guld- og platinplader er devalueret[image: External link] [Gold and Platinum awards are lowered]. b.dk (in Danish). April 24, 2003. Retrieved June 7, 2014.


	
^ a b "Capif"[image: External link] (in Spanish). Argentine Chamber of Phonograms and Videograms Producers[image: External link]. Retrieved May 1, 2012.


	
^ a b "Tilastot"[image: External link] [IFPI Statistics] (in Finnish). International Federation of the Phonographic Industry Finland. Retrieved May 27, 2010.


	
^ Bialik, Carl (July 15, 2009). "Spun: The Off-the-Wall Accounting of Record Sales"[image: External link]. The Wall Street Journal[image: External link]. Retrieved September 8, 2009.


	
^ "The awards: Certifications"[image: External link]. Recording Industry Association of America. Retrieved August 6, 2011.


	
^ "The Recording Industry – World Sales 2003"[image: External link] (PDF). International Federation of the Phonographic Industry. Retrieved September 16, 2009.


	
^ "Country Takes The Crop (February 14, 2008)"[image: External link]. RIAA. Archived from the original[image: External link] on March 1, 2008. Retrieved January 23, 2010.


	
^ Grein, Paul (May 14, 1989). "New Golden Rule: 500,000 Sales Mark for All Singles"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times[image: External link]. Retrieved November 26, 2010.


	
^ "RIIA Certifications"[image: External link]. Billboard. August 10, 1996. Retrieved July 9, 2011.


	
^ RIAJ Certs Plan Criticized[image: External link]. Recording Industry Association of Japan[image: External link]. October 25, 2003. Retrieved March 30, 2012.


	
^ "現基準-旧基準（～2003.06）"[image: External link] [Current criteria-Former Criteria]. Recording Industry Association of Japan[image: External link]. Retrieved November 8, 2015.


	
^ "Verleihgrenzen"[image: External link] [Guidelines for Gold and Platinum awards] (in German). Bundesverband Musikindustrie[image: External link]. Retrieved September 27, 2016.


	
^ "Certified Awards Timeline"[image: External link] (PDF). BPI. Retrieved May 1, 2012.


	
^ France Lowers Gold Standard[image: External link]. Billboard. July 26, 2006. Retrieved April 22, 2012.


	
^ "Les Certifications Officielles: Chronologie Singles"[image: External link]. Info Disc. Retrieved March 4, 2016.


	
^ "Certification Definitions"[image: External link]. Music Canada. Retrieved July 1, 2014.


	
^ CRIA Reports 46% Rise for Disk Certifications[image: External link]. Billboard magazine. February 27, 1982. Retrieved July 29, 2011.


	
^ "Níveis de Certificação"[image: External link] [Levels of Certification] (in Portuguese). Associação Brasileira dos Produtores de Discos[image: External link]. Retrieved July 9, 2015.


	
^ "Certification Award Levels 2009"[image: External link] (PDF). IFPI[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on October 23, 2009. Retrieved June 30, 2012.


	
^ Newsline: Italian Label Body FIMI[image: External link]. Billboard magazine. February 5, 2005. Retrieved October 24, 2011.


	
^ "FIMI Lowers Gold, Platinum Levels"[image: External link]. Billboard. January 28, 2008. Retrieved November 13, 2014.


	
^ "Dutch Certification-award-levels"[image: External link] (Words) (in Dutch). NVPI[image: External link]. Retrieved May 1, 2012.


	
^ "Swedish Certification-award-levels"[image: External link] (PDF). IFPI[image: External link] Sweden. Retrieved August 31, 2013.


	
^ Global Newsline: Spain Lowers Certifications[image: External link]. Billboard magazine. November 26, 2005. Retrieved October 24, 2011.


	
^ "PROMUSICAE: Top 100 Albums (SEMANA 37: del 07.09.2009 al 13.09.2009)"[image: External link] (PDF). PROMUSICAE[image: External link]. September 13, 2009. Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on May 9, 2013. Retrieved November 13, 2014.


	
^ "Certificaciones"[image: External link] (in Spanish). Asociación Mexicana de Productores de Fonogramas y Videogramas[image: External link]. Retrieved May 1, 2012.


	
^ "Certificaciones (Earlier changes in certification-levels including levels for Pre-loaded albums/singles and Mater Ringtones)"[image: External link] (in Spanish). Asociación Mexicana de Productores de Fonogramas y Videogramas[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on July 12, 2010. Retrieved April 8, 2013.


	
^ a b "35. Standard for Certifying Awards of Countries (Unit sales) (Page 25)"[image: External link] (PDF). IFPI[image: External link]. RIAJ[image: External link]. Retrieved May 26, 2011.


	
^ "Certification levels for Austria (all periods)"[image: External link] (in German). IFPI Austria.


	
^ a b GSA: Austria[image: External link]. Billboard magazine. December 6, 1997. Retrieved May 26, 2011.


	
^ "Certification Award Levels 2007"[image: External link] (PDF). IFPI[image: External link]. Retrieved April 16, 2011.


	
^ IFPI Denmark Revamps Certification Levels[image: External link]. Billboard. February 7, 2007. Retrieved June 28, 2011.


	
^ Nye regler for platinplader til downloads[image: External link] [New rule for Gold and Platinum downloads]. gaffa.dk. April 20, 2009. Retrieved June 7, 2014.


	
^ IFPI Denmark: Guld og platin[image: External link]. IFPI[image: External link] (Denmark). 2011. Archived from the original[image: External link] on April 11, 2011. Retrieved June 7, 2014.


	
^ "Pełny Tekst Regulaminu Przyznawania Wyróżnień"[image: External link] [Complete Rules of Awards] (in Polish). ZPAV[image: External link]. Retrieved November 13, 2014.


	
^ "Polish Certification-levels"[image: External link] (PDF). ZPAV. Retrieved August 31, 2013.


	
^ "The Official Music Charts of NZ: June 4, 2007"[image: External link] (PDF). rianz.org.nz. Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on January 19, 2014. Retrieved July 7, 2016.


	
^ "On Demand Streams Added To New Zealand Top 40 Album Charts"[image: External link]. scoop.co.nz. Retrieved July 7, 2016.








TOP




Categories[image: External link]:

	Lists of bestsellers[image: External link]

	Lists of musicians[image: External link]

	Rock music[image: External link]

	Popular music[image: External link]

	Lists of best-selling music artists[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 13 June 2017, at 13:31.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article List of best-selling music Artists: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_best-selling_music_artists [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=List_of_best-selling_music_artists [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Early life

	2 Fighter ace

	3 Diplomat, writer and intelligence officer

	4 Post-war life

	5 Death and legacy

	6 Writing

	7 Publications

	8 References

	9 Further reading

	10 External links





Roald Dahl






Roald Dahl (English pronunciation: /'roU.eld 'da:l /[image: External link],[1] Norwegian: [ˈɾuːɑl dɑl][image: External link]; 13 September 1916 – 23 November 1990) was a British novelist, short story writer, poet, screenwriter, and fighter pilot[image: External link].[2] His books have sold more than 250 million copies worldwide.[3]

Born in Wales[image: External link] to Norwegian parents, Dahl served in the Royal Air Force[image: External link] during the Second World War[image: External link], in which he became a flying ace[image: External link] and intelligence officer, rising to the rank of acting wing commander[image: External link]. He rose to prominence in the 1940s with works for both children and adults and he became one of the world's best selling authors.[4][5] He has been referred to as "one of the greatest storytellers for children of the 20th century".[6] His awards for contribution to literature include the 1983 World Fantasy Award for Life Achievement[image: External link], and the British Book Awards'[image: External link] Children's Author of the Year in 1990. In 2008, The Times placed Dahl 16th on its list of "The 50 greatest British writers since 1945".[7]

Dahl's short stories are known for their unexpected endings and his children's books for their unsentimental, macabre, often darkly comic[image: External link] mood, featuring villainous adult enemies of the child characters.[8][9] His books champion the kind-hearted, and feature an underlying warm sentiment.[10][11] Dahl's works for children include James and the Giant Peach[image: External link], Charlie and the Chocolate Factory[image: External link], Matilda, The Witches[image: External link], Fantastic Mr Fox[image: External link], The BFG[image: External link], The Twits[image: External link] and George's Marvellous Medicine[image: External link]. His adult works include Tales of the Unexpected[image: External link].



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Early life
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Roald Dahl was born in 1916 at Villa Marie, Fairwater Road, in Llandaff[image: External link], Cardiff[image: External link], Wales, to Norwegian parents, Harald Dahl and Sofie Magdalene Dahl (née Hesselberg).[12] Dahl's father had emigrated to the UK from Sarpsborg[image: External link] in Norway, and settled in Cardiff in the 1880s. His mother came over and married his father in 1911. Dahl was named after the Norwegian polar explorer[image: External link] Roald Amundsen[image: External link]. His first language was Norwegian, which he spoke at home with his parents and his sisters Astri, Alfhild and Else. Dahl and his sisters were raised in the Lutheran[image: External link] faith, and were baptised at the Norwegian Church, Cardiff[image: External link], where their parents worshipped.[13]

In 1920, when Dahl was three years old, his seven-year-old sister, Astri, died from appendicitis[image: External link]. Weeks later, his father died of pneumonia[image: External link] at the age of 57.[15] With the option of returning to Norway to live with relatives, Dahl's mother decided to remain in Wales, because Harald had wished to have their children educated in British schools, which he considered the world's best.[16]

Dahl first attended the Cathedral School[image: External link], Llandaff. At the age of eight, he and four of his friends (one named Thwaites) were caned[image: External link] by the headmaster after putting a dead mouse in a jar of gobstoppers[image: External link] at the local sweet shop,[6] which was owned by a "mean and loathsome" old woman called Mrs Pratchett.[6] This was known among the five boys as the "Great Mouse Plot of 1924[image: External link]".[17] A favourite sweet among British schoolboys between the two World Wars, Dahl would later refer to gobstoppers in his literary creation, Everlasting Gobstopper[image: External link].[18]

Thereafter, he transferred to a boarding school[image: External link] in England: St Peter's in Weston-super-Mare[image: External link]. Roald's parents had wanted him to be educated at an English public school[image: External link] and, because of a then regular ferry link[image: External link] across the Bristol Channel[image: External link], this proved to be the nearest. His time at St Peter's was an unpleasant experience for him. He was very homesick and wrote to his mother every week but never revealed to her his unhappiness. Only after her death in 1967 did he find out that she had saved every single one of his letters, in small bundles held together with green tape.[19] In 2016, to mark the centenary of Dahl's birth, his letters to his mother were abridged and broadcast as BBC Radio 4's Book of the Week[image: External link].[20] Dahl wrote about his time at St Peter's in his autobiography Boy: Tales of Childhood[image: External link].[21]
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 Repton School




From 1929, he attended Repton School[image: External link] in Derbyshire. Dahl had unhappy experiences of the school, describing an environment of ritual cruelty and acting as personal servants[image: External link] for older boys along with terrible beatings; these violent experiences are described in Donald Sturrock's biography of Dahl.[22] There are echoes of these darker experiences in Dahl's writings and his hatred of cruelty and corporal punishment[image: External link].[23] According to Boy: Tales of Childhood, a friend named Michael was viciously caned by headmaster Geoffrey Fisher[image: External link], who later became the Archbishop of Canterbury[image: External link] and went on to crown[image: External link] Queen Elizabeth II in 1953. (However, according to Dahl's biographer Jeremy Treglown[image: External link],[24] the caning took place in May 1933, a year after Fisher had left Repton and the headmaster concerned was in fact J. T. Christie[image: External link], Fisher's successor.) This caused Dahl to "have doubts about religion and even about God".[25] He was never seen as a particularly talented writer in his school years, with one of his English teachers writing in his school report "I have never met anybody who so persistently writes words meaning the exact opposite of what is intended."[26]

Dahl was exceptionally tall, reaching 6 feet 6 inches (1.98 m) in adult life.[27] He played a number of sports, including cricket, football[image: External link], golf and was made captain of the squash[image: External link] team.[28] As well as having a passion for literature, he also developed an interest in photography[15] and often carried a camera with him. During his years at Repton, Cadbury[image: External link], the chocolate company, would occasionally send boxes of new chocolates to the school to be tested by the pupils.[29] Dahl would dream of inventing a new chocolate bar that would win the praise of Mr Cadbury[image: External link] himself; and this proved the inspiration for him to write his third children's book, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory[image: External link] (1964), and to include references to chocolate in other children's books.[30]

Throughout his childhood and adolescent years, Dahl spent the majority of his summer holidays with his mother's family in Norway, and wrote about many happy memories from those expeditions in Boy: Tales of Childhood, such as when he replaced the tobacco in his half–sister's fiancé's pipe with goat droppings.[31] He only experienced one unhappy memory of his holidays in Norway at around the age of eight, when his adenoids[image: External link] were removed by a doctor.[32] His childhood and first job selling kerosene in Midsomer Norton[image: External link] and surrounding villages in Somerset[image: External link] are subjects in Boy: Tales of Childhood.[33]
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 After school




After finishing his schooling, in August 1934, Dahl crossed the Atlantic on the RMS Nova Scotia[image: External link] and hiked through Newfoundland[image: External link] with the Public Schools Exploring Society[image: External link].[34][35] In July 1934, Dahl joined the Shell Petroleum[image: External link] Company. Following two years of training in the United Kingdom, he was transferred first to Mombasa[image: External link], Kenya, then to Dar-es-Salaam[image: External link], Tanganyika[image: External link] (now Tanzania). Along with the only two other Shell employees in the entire territory, he lived in luxury in the Shell House outside Dar es Salaam, with a cook and personal servants. While out on assignments supplying oil to customers across Tanganyika, he encountered black mambas[image: External link] and lions, among other wildlife.[25]
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 Fighter ace




In August 1939, as World War II loomed, plans were made to round up the hundreds of Germans in Dar-es-Salaam[image: External link]. Dahl was made a lieutenant[image: External link] in the King's African Rifles[image: External link], commanding a platoon of Askaris[image: External link], indigenous troops serving in the colonial army.[36] In November 1939, Dahl joined the Royal Air Force[image: External link] (RAF) as an aircraftman[image: External link] with service number 774022.[37] After a 600-mile (970 km) car journey from Dar es Salaam to Nairobi[image: External link], he was accepted for flight training with 16 other men, of whom only three others survived the war. With seven hours and 40 minutes experience in a De Havilland Tiger Moth[image: External link], he flew solo;[38] Dahl enjoyed watching the wildlife of Kenya[image: External link] during his flights. He continued to advanced flying training in Iraq, at RAF Habbaniya[image: External link], 50 miles (80 km) west of Baghdad[image: External link]. He was commissioned pilot officer[image: External link] on 24 August 1940.[37] Following six months' training on Hawker Harts[image: External link], Dahl was made an acting pilot officer[image: External link].

He was assigned to No. 80 Squadron RAF[image: External link], flying obsolete Gloster Gladiators[image: External link], the last biplane[image: External link] fighter aircraft[image: External link] used by the RAF. Dahl was surprised to find that he would not receive any specialised training in aerial combat[image: External link], or in flying Gladiators. On 19 September 1940, Dahl was ordered to fly his Gladiator from Abu Sueir in Egypt[image: External link], on to Amiriya to refuel, and again to Fouka in Libya[image: External link] for a second refuelling. From there he would fly to 80 Squadron's forward airstrip[image: External link] 30 miles (48 km) south of Mersa Matruh[image: External link]. On the final leg, he could not find the airstrip and, running low on fuel[image: External link] and with night approaching, he was forced to attempt a landing[image: External link] in the desert.[39] The undercarriage hit a boulder and the aircraft crashed, fracturing his skull, smashing his nose and temporarily blinding him.[40] He managed to drag himself away from the blazing wreckage and passed out. He wrote about the crash in his first published work.[40]

Dahl was rescued and taken to a first-aid[image: External link] post in Mersa Matruh, where he regained consciousness, but not his sight, and was then taken by train to the Royal Navy hospital in Alexandria[image: External link]. There he fell in and out of love with a nurse, Mary Welland. An RAF inquiry into the crash revealed that the location to which he had been told to fly was completely wrong, and he had mistakenly been sent instead to the no man's land[image: External link] between the Allied and Italian forces.[41]

In February 1941, Dahl was discharged from hospital and passed fully fit for flying duties. By this time, 80 Squadron had been transferred to the Greek campaign[image: External link] and based at Eleusina[image: External link], near Athens[image: External link]. The squadron was now equipped with Hawker Hurricanes[image: External link]. Dahl flew a replacement Hurricane across the Mediterranean Sea in April 1941, after seven hours flying Hurricanes. By this stage in the Greek campaign, the RAF had only 18 combat aircraft in Greece: 14 Hurricanes and four Bristol Blenheim[image: External link] light bombers. Dahl saw his first aerial combat on 15 April 1941, while flying alone over the city of Chalcis[image: External link]. He attacked six Junkers Ju-88s[image: External link] that were bombing ships and shot one down. On 16 April in another air battle, he shot down another Ju-88.[42]

On 20 April 1941, Dahl took part in the "Battle of Athens[image: External link]", alongside the highest-scoring British Commonwealth ace of World War II, Pat Pattle[image: External link], and Dahl's friend David Coke[image: External link]. Of 12 Hurricanes involved, five were shot down and four of their pilots killed, including Pattle. Greek observers on the ground counted 22 German aircraft downed, but because of the confusion of the aerial engagement, none of the pilots knew which aircraft they had shot down. Dahl described it as "an endless blur of enemy fighters whizzing towards me from every side".[43][44]

In May, as the Germans were pressing on Athens, Dahl was evacuated to Egypt. His squadron was reassembled in Haifa[image: External link]. From there, Dahl flew sorties every day for a period of four weeks, shooting down a Vichy French Air Force[image: External link] Potez 63[image: External link] on 8 June and another Ju-88 on 15 June, but he then began to get severe headaches that caused him to black out. He was invalided home to Britain. Though at this time Dahl was only a pilot officer on probation, in September 1941 he was simultaneously confirmed as a pilot officer[image: External link] and promoted to war substantive flying officer[image: External link].[45]
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 Diplomat, writer and intelligence officer




After being invalided home, Dahl was posted to an RAF training camp in Uxbridge[image: External link] while attempting to recover his health enough to become an instructor.[46] In late March 1942, while in London, he met the Under-Secretary of State for Air[image: External link], Major Harold Balfour (later Lord Balfour[image: External link]), at his club. Impressed by his war record and conversational abilities, Balfour appointed Dahl as assistant air attaché at the British Embassy[image: External link] in Washington, D.C. Initially resistant, he was finally persuaded by Balfour to accept, and took passage on the SS Batori from Glasgow a few days later. He arrived in Halifax on 14 April, after which he took a sleeper train to Montreal. Coming from war-starved Britain, Dahl was amazed by the wealth of food and amenities to be had in North America.[47] Arriving in Washington a week later, Dahl found he liked the atmosphere of the U.S. capital. He shared a house at 1610 34th Street, NW, in Georgetown[image: External link], with another attaché. After only ten days in his new posting, Dahl strongly disliked it, feeling he had taken on "a most ungodly unimportant job."[48] As he later said:


I'd just come from the war. People were getting killed. I had been flying around, seeing horrible things. Now, almost instantly, I found myself in the middle of a pre-war cocktail party in America.[49]



He was unimpressed by his office in the British Air Mission, attached to the embassy. He was also unimpressed by the ambassador, Lord Halifax[image: External link], with whom he sometimes played tennis and whom he described as "a courtly English gentleman." Dahl socialized with Texas publisher and oilman Charles E. Marsh at his house at 2136 R Street, NW, and the Marsh country estate in Virginia.[41][50] As part of his duties as assistant air attaché, Dahl was to help neutralise the isolationist views many Americans still held by giving pro-British speeches and discussing his war service; the United States had only entered the war the previous December, following the attack on Pearl Harbor[image: External link].

At this time Dahl met the noted novelist C. S. Forester[image: External link], who was also working to aid the British war effort. Forester worked for the British Information Service and was writing propaganda for the Allied cause, mainly for American consumption.[51] The Saturday Evening Post had asked Forester to write a story based on Dahl's flying experiences; Forester asked Dahl to write down some RAF anecdotes so that he could shape them into a story. After Forester read what Dahl had given him, he decided to publish the story exactly as Dahl had written it.[52] The original title of the article was "A Piece of Cake" but the title was changed to "Shot Down Over Libya" to make it sound more dramatic, despite the fact that Dahl had not actually been shot down; it appeared in the 1 August 1942 issue of the Post. Dahl was promoted to flight lieutenant[image: External link] (war-substantive) in August 1942.[53] Later he worked with such other well-known officers as Ian Fleming[image: External link] and David Ogilvy[image: External link], promoting Britain's interests and message in the U.S. and combating the "America First[image: External link]" movement.[54]

This work introduced Dahl to espionage and the activities of the Canadian spymaster William Stephenson[image: External link], known by the codename "Intrepid".[55] During the war, Dahl supplied intelligence from Washington to Prime Minister Winston Churchill[image: External link], with Dahl stating: "My job was to try to help Winston to get on with Roosevelt, and tell Winston what was in the old boy's mind."[52] Dahl also supplied intelligence to Stephenson and his organisation known as British Security Coordination[image: External link], which was part of MI6[image: External link].[50] Dahl was once sent back to Britain by British Embassy officials, supposedly for misconduct – "I got booted out by the big boys," he said. Stephenson promptly sent him back to Washington—with a promotion to wing commander[image: External link].[56] Towards the end of the war, Dahl wrote some of the history of the secret organisation and he and Stephenson remained friends for decades after the war.[57]

Upon the war's conclusion, Dahl held the rank of a temporary wing commander[image: External link] (substantive flight lieutenant). Owing to the seriousness of his accident in 1940, he was pronounced unfit for further service and was invalided out of the RAF in August 1946. He left the service with the substantive rank of squadron leader[image: External link].[58] His record of five aerial victories, qualifying him as a flying ace[image: External link], has been confirmed by post-war research and cross-referenced in Axis records, although it is most likely that he scored more than that during 20 April 1941 when 22 German aircraft were shot down.[59]
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 Post-war life




Dahl married American actress Patricia Neal[image: External link] on 2 July 1953 at Trinity Church[image: External link] in New York City. Their marriage lasted for 30 years and they had five children:


	Olivia Twenty (20 April 1955 – 17 November 1962);

	
Chantal Sophia "Tessa"[image: External link] (born 1957), who became an author, and mother of author, cookbook writer and former model Sophie Dahl[image: External link] (after whom Sophie in The BFG[image: External link] is named).;[60]


	Theo Matthew (born 1960);

	
Ophelia Magdalena[image: External link] (born 1964);

	and Lucy Neal[image: External link] (born 1965).[61]




On 5 December 1960, four-month-old Theo Dahl was severely injured when his baby carriage was struck by a taxicab in New York City. For a time, he suffered from hydrocephalus[image: External link] and, as a result, his father became involved in the development of what became known as the " Wade-Dahl-Till[image: External link]" (or WDT) valve, a device to alleviate the condition.[62][63] The valve was a collaboration between Dahl, hydraulic engineer Stanley Wade and London's Great Ormond Street Hospital[image: External link] neurosurgeon Kenneth Till, and was used successfully on almost 3,000 children around the world.[64]

In November 1962, Olivia died of measles encephalitis[image: External link] at age seven. Her death left Dahl "limp with despair", and gave him a feeling of guilt that he could not do anything for her.[64] Dahl subsequently became a proponent of immunisation and dedicated his 1982 book The BFG[image: External link] to his daughter.[65][66] After Olivia's death, Dahl lost faith in God and viewed religion as a sham.[67] While mourning her loss he had sought spiritual guidance from the former Archbishop of Canterbury Geoffrey Fisher[image: External link], but became dismayed when Fisher told him that although Olivia was in Paradise, her beloved dog Rowley would never join her there, with Dahl recalling: "I wanted to ask him how he could be so absolutely sure that other creatures did not get the same special treatment as us. I sat there wondering if this great and famous churchman really knew what he was talking about and whether he knew anything at all about God or heaven, and if he didn't, then who in the world did?"[67]

In 1965, Patricia Neal suffered three burst cerebral aneurysms[image: External link] while pregnant with their fifth child, Lucy; Dahl took control of her rehabilitation and she re-learned to talk and walk, and even returned to her acting career,[68] an episode in their lives which was dramatised in the film The Patricia Neal Story, in which the couple were played by Glenda Jackson[image: External link] and Dirk Bogarde[image: External link].[69]

Following a divorce from Neal in 1983, Dahl married Felicity "Liccy" Crosland[image: External link] at Brixton Town Hall[image: External link], South London[image: External link]. Dahl and Crosland had previously been in a relationship.[70] Liccy gave up her job and moved into "Gipsy House", Great Missenden[image: External link] in Buckinghamshire[image: External link], which had been Dahl's home since 1954.[71]

In 1983 Dahl reviewed Tony Clifton's God Cried, a picture book about the siege of West Beirut by the Israeli army during the 1982 Lebanon War[image: External link].[72] Dahl's review stated that the book would make readers "violently anti-Israeli", writing, "I am not anti-Semitic. I am anti-Israel."[73] Dahl told a reporter in 1983, "There's a trait in the Jewish character that does provoke animosity ... I mean there is always a reason why anti-anything crops up anywhere; even a stinker like Hitler didn't just pick on them for no reason."[73] Dahl maintained friendships with a number of Jews, including philosopher Sir Isaiah Berlin[image: External link], who said, "I thought he might say anything. Could have been pro-Arab or pro-Jew. There was no consistent line. He was a man who followed whims, which meant he would blow up in one direction, so to speak."[73] Amelia Foster, director of the Roald Dahl Museum in Great Missenden, states, "This is again an example of how Dahl refused to take anything seriously, even himself. He was very angry at the Israelis. He had a childish reaction to what was going on in Israel. Dahl wanted to provoke, as he always provoked at dinner. His publisher was a Jew, his agent was a Jew, and thought nothing but good things from them. He asked me to be its managing director, and I'm Jewish."[74]

In the 1986 New Years Honours List[image: External link], Dahl was offered an appointment to Officer of the Order of the British Empire[image: External link] (OBE), but turned it down, reportedly because he wanted a knighthood[image: External link] so that his wife would be Lady Dahl.[75][76] In 2012, Dahl featured in the list of The New Elizabethans[image: External link] to mark the diamond Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link]. A panel of seven academics, journalists and historians named Dahl among the group of people in the UK "whose actions during the reign of Elizabeth II have had a significant impact on lives in these islands and given the age its character".[77]
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 Death and legacy




Roald Dahl died on 23 November 1990, at the age of 74 of a blood disease, myelodysplastic syndrome[image: External link], in Oxford[image: External link],[78] and was buried in the cemetery at St Peter and St Paul's Church in Great Missenden[image: External link], Buckinghamshire, England.[79] According to his granddaughter, the family gave him a "sort of Viking funeral[image: External link]". He was buried with his snooker cues[image: External link], some very good burgundy[image: External link], chocolates, HB pencils[image: External link] and a power saw[image: External link]. Today, children continue to leave toys and flowers by his grave.[80] In November 1996, the Roald Dahl Children's Gallery[image: External link] was opened at the Buckinghamshire County Museum[image: External link] in nearby Aylesbury[image: External link].[81] The main-belt asteroid 6223 Dahl[image: External link], discovered by Czech astronomer Antonín Mrkos[image: External link], was named in his memory in 1996.[82][83]

In 2002, one of Cardiff Bay[image: External link]'s modern landmarks, the Oval Basin plaza, was renamed "Roald Dahl Plass[image: External link]". "Plass" is Norwegian for "place" or "square", alluding to the writer's Norwegian roots. There have also been calls from the public for a permanent statue of him to be erected in Cardiff[image: External link].[84] In 2016, the city celebrated the centenary of Dahl's birth in Llandaff[image: External link]. Welsh Arts organisations, including National Theatre Wales[image: External link], Wales Millennium Centre[image: External link] and Literature Wales[image: External link], came together for a series of events, titled Roald Dahl 100, including a Cardiff-wide City of the Unexpected, which marked his legacy.[4]

Dahl's charitable commitments in the fields of neurology[image: External link], haematology[image: External link] and literacy[image: External link] during his life have been continued by his widow since his death, through Roald Dahl's Marvellous Children's Charity, formerly known as the Roald Dahl Foundation.[85] The charity provides care and support to seriously ill children and young people throughout the UK.[86] In June 2005, the Roald Dahl Museum and Story Centre[image: External link] in the author's home village Great Missenden[image: External link] was officially opened by Cherie Blair[image: External link], wife of UK Prime Minister Tony Blair[image: External link], to celebrate the work of Roald Dahl and advance his work in literacy education.[79][87] Over 50,000 visitors from abroad, mainly from Australia, Japan, the United States and Germany, travel to the village museum every year.[88]

In 2008, the UK charity Booktrust[image: External link] and Children's Laureate[image: External link] Michael Rosen[image: External link] inaugurated The Roald Dahl Funny Prize, an annual award to authors of humorous children's fiction.[89][90] On 14 September 2009 (the day after what would have been Dahl's 93rd birthday) the first blue plaque[image: External link] in his honour was unveiled in Llandaff.[91] Rather than commemorating his place of birth, however, the plaque was erected on the wall of the former sweet shop (and site of "The Great Mouse Plot of 1924") that features in the first part of his autobiography Boy[image: External link]. It was unveiled by his widow Felicity and son Theo.[91] The anniversary of Dahl's birthday on 13 September is celebrated as "Roald Dahl Day" in Africa, the United Kingdom and Latin America.[92][93][94]

In honour of Dahl, the Royal Gibraltar Post Office[image: External link] issued a set of four stamps in 2010 featuring Quentin Blake[image: External link]'s original illustrations for four of the children's books written by Dahl during his long career; The BFG[image: External link], The Twits[image: External link], Charlie and the Chocolate Factory[image: External link], and Matilda.[95] A set of six stamps was issued by Royal Mail[image: External link] in 2012, featuring Blake's illustrations for Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, The Twits, The Witches[image: External link], Matilda, Fantastic Mr Fox[image: External link], and James and the Giant Peach[image: External link].[96] Dahl's influence has extended beyond literary figures. For instance film director Tim Burton[image: External link] recalled from childhood "the second layer [after Dr. Seuss[image: External link]] of connecting to a writer who gets the idea of the modern fable – and the mixture of light and darkness, and not speaking down to kids, and the kind of politically incorrect humour that kids get. I've always like that, and it's shaped everything I've felt that I've done."[97] Steven Spielberg[image: External link] read The BFG to his children when they were young, stating the book celebrates the fact that it's OK to be different as well as to have an active imagination: "It's very important that we preserve the tradition of allowing young children to run free with their imaginations and magic and imagination are the same thing."[98] Actress Scarlett Johansson[image: External link] named Fantastic Mr Fox one of the five books that made a difference to her.[99]

Regarded as "one of the greatest storytellers for children of the 20th century",[6] Dahl was named by The Times one of the 50 greatest British writers since 1945.[7] He ranks amongst the world's best-selling fiction authors[image: External link] with sales estimated at over 250 million,[3][5][8] and his books have been published in almost 60 languages.[4] In 2003 four books by Dahl, led by Charlie and the Chocolate Factory at number 35, ranked among the Top 100 in The Big Read[image: External link], a survey of the British public by the BBC to determine the "nation's best-loved novel" of all time.[100] In surveys of UK teachers, parents and students, Dahl is frequently ranked the best children's writer.[101][102][103] In a 2006 list for the Royal Society of Literature[image: External link], Harry Potter creator J. K. Rowling[image: External link] named Charlie and the Chocolate Factory one of her top ten books every child should read.[104] In 2012, Matilda was ranked number 30 among all-time best children's novels in a survey published by School Library Journal[image: External link], a monthly with primarily U.S. audience. The Top 100 included four books by Dahl, more than any other writer: Matilda, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, The Witches, and The BFG.[105] In 2012, Dahl was among the British cultural icons selected by artist Sir Peter Blake[image: External link] to appear in a new version of his most famous artwork – the Beatles' Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band album cover – to celebrate the British cultural figures of his life that he most admires.[106][107]
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Dahl's first published work, inspired by a meeting with C. S. Forester[image: External link], was "A Piece of Cake" on 1 August 1942. The story, about his wartime adventures, was bought by The Saturday Evening Post for US$1,000 (a substantial sum in 1942) and published under the title "Shot Down Over Libya".[108]

His first children's book was The Gremlins[image: External link], published in 1943, about mischievous little creatures that were part of Royal Air Force folklore.[109] The RAF pilots blamed the gremlins[image: External link] for all the problems with the aircraft.[110] While at the British Embassy in Washington, Dahl sent a copy to the First Lady[image: External link] Eleanor Roosevelt[image: External link] who read it to her grandchildren,[109] and the book was commissioned by Walt Disney[image: External link] for a film that was never made.[111] Dahl went on to create some of the best-loved children's stories of the 20th century, such as Charlie and the Chocolate Factory[image: External link], Matilda, James and the Giant Peach[image: External link], The Witches[image: External link], Fantastic Mr Fox[image: External link], The BFG[image: External link], The Twits[image: External link] and George's Marvellous Medicine[image: External link].[6]

Dahl also had a successful parallel career as the writer of macabre adult short stories, usually with a dark sense of humour and a surprise ending.[112] The Mystery Writers of America[image: External link] presented Dahl with three Edgar Awards[image: External link] for his work, and many were originally written for American magazines such as Collier's[image: External link] (The Collector's Item was Colliers Star Story of the week for 4 September 1948), Ladies Home Journal[image: External link], Harper's[image: External link], Playboy[image: External link] and The New Yorker[image: External link]. Works such as Kiss Kiss[image: External link] subsequently collected Dahl's stories into anthologies, gaining worldwide acclaim. Dahl wrote more than 60 short stories; they have appeared in numerous collections, some only being published in book form after his death (See List of Roald Dahl short stories[image: External link]). His three Edgar Awards were given for: in 1954, the collection Someone Like You; in 1959, the story "The Landlady[image: External link]"; and in 1980, the episode of Tales of the Unexpected[image: External link] based on " Skin[image: External link]".[112]

One of his more famous adult stories, "The Smoker" (also known as "Man from the South[image: External link]"), was filmed twice as both 1960 and 1985 episodes of Alfred Hitchcock Presents[image: External link], and also adapted into Quentin Tarantino[image: External link]'s segment of the 1995 film Four Rooms[image: External link].[113] This oft-anthologised classic concerns a man in Jamaica who wagers with visitors in an attempt to claim the fingers from their hands. The 1960 Hitchcock version stars Steve McQueen[image: External link] and Peter Lorre[image: External link].[113]

Dahl acquired a traditional Romanichal[image: External link] gypsy wagon[image: External link] in the 1960s, and the family used it as a playhouse for his children at home in Great Missenden[image: External link], Buckinghamshire. He later used the vardo as a writing room, where he wrote Danny, the Champion of the World[image: External link] in 1975.[114] Dahl incorporated a Gypsy wagon into the main plot of the book, where the young English boy, Danny, and his father, William (played by Jeremy Irons[image: External link] in the film adaptation) live in a Gypsy caravan.[115] Many local scenes and characters in Great Missenden inspired Dahl's stories.[79]

His short story collection Tales of the Unexpected was adapted to a successful TV series of the same name[image: External link], beginning with "Man From the South".[116] When the stock of Dahl's own original stories was exhausted, the series continued by adapting stories by authors that were written in Dahl's style, including the writers John Collier[image: External link] and Stanley Ellin[image: External link].[117]

Some of his short stories are supposed to be extracts from the diary of his (fictional) Uncle Oswald, a rich gentleman whose sexual exploits form the subject of these stories.[118] In his novel My Uncle Oswald[image: External link], the uncle engages a temptress to seduce 20th century geniuses and royalty with a love potion secretly added to chocolate truffles made by Dahl's favourite chocolate shop, Prestat[image: External link] of Piccadilly, London.[118] Memories with Food at Gipsy House[image: External link], written with his wife Felicity and published posthumously in 1991, was a mixture of recipes, family reminiscences and Dahl's musings on favourite subjects such as chocolate, onions and claret.[85][119]
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Dahl's children's works are usually told from the point of view of a child. They typically involve adult villains[image: External link] who hate and mistreat children, and feature at least one "good" adult to counteract the villain(s).[6] These stock characters are possibly a reference to the abuse that Dahl stated that he experienced in the boarding schools[image: External link] he attended.[6] Dahl's books see the triumph of the child; children's book critic Amanda Craig said, "He was unequivocal that it is the good, young and kind who triumph over the old, greedy and the wicked."[11] While his whimsical fantasy stories feature an underlying warm sentiment, they usually contain a lot of darkly comic[image: External link] and grotesque scenarios, including gruesome violence.[8][10] The Witches[image: External link], George's Marvellous Medicine[image: External link] and Matilda are examples of this formula. The BFG[image: External link] follows it in a more analogous way with the good giant (the BFG or "Big Friendly Giant") representing the "good adult" archetype and the other giants being the "bad adults". This formula is also somewhat evident in Dahl's film script for Chitty Chitty Bang Bang[image: External link]. Class-conscious themes also surface in works such as Fantastic Mr Fox[image: External link] and Danny, the Champion of the World[image: External link] where the unpleasant wealthy neighbours are outwitted.[52][120]

Dahl also features in his books characters who are very fat, usually children. Augustus Gloop, Bruce Bogtrotter and Bruno Jenkins are a few of these characters, although an enormous woman named Aunt Sponge is featured in James and the Giant Peach[image: External link] and the nasty farmer Boggis in Fantastic Mr Fox[image: External link] is an enormously fat character. All of these characters (with the possible exception of Bruce Bogtrotter) are either villains or simply unpleasant gluttons. They are usually punished for this: Augustus Gloop drinks from Willy Wonka[image: External link]'s chocolate river, disregarding the adults who tell him not to, and falls in, getting sucked up a pipe and nearly being turned into fudge. In Matilda, Bruce Bogtrotter steals cake from the evil headmistress, Miss Trunchbull, and is forced to eat a gigantic chocolate cake in front of the school. Featured in The Witches[image: External link], Bruno Jenkins is lured by the witches into their convention with the promise of chocolate, before they turn him into a mouse.[121] Aunt Sponge is flattened by a giant peach. Dahl's mother used to tell him and his sisters tales about trolls and other mythical Norwegian creatures and some of his children's books contain references or elements inspired by these stories, such as the giants in The BFG[image: External link], the fox family in Fantastic Mr Fox and the trolls in The Minpins[image: External link].[122]

Receiving the 1983 World Fantasy Award for Life Achievement[image: External link], Dahl encouraged his children and his readers to let their imagination run free. His daughter Lucy stated "his spirit was so large and so big he taught us to believe in magic."[52]


"Those who don't believe in magic will never find it."

— Roald Dahl, The Minpins



Dahl was also famous for his inventive, playful use of language, which was a key element to his writing. He would invent new words by scribbling down his words before swapping letters around and adopting spoonerisms[image: External link] and malapropisms[image: External link].[123] The lexicographer Dr Susan Rennie stated that Dahl built his new words on familiar sounds, adding:


He didn't always explain what his words meant, but children can work them out because they often sound like a word they know, and he loved using onomatopoeia[image: External link]. For example, you know that something lickswishy and delumptious is good to eat, whereas something uckyslush or rotsome is not definitely not! He also used sounds that children love to say, like squishous and squizzle, or fizzlecrump and fizzwiggler.[123]



In 2016, marking the centenary of Dahl's birth, Rennie compiled The Oxford Roald Dahl Dictionary which includes many of his invented words and their meaning.[123] Rennie commented that some of Dahl's words have already escaped his world, for example, Scrumdiddlyumptious: "Food that is utterly delicious".[123] In his poetry, Dahl gives a humorous re-interpretation of well-known nursery rhymes and fairy tales[image: External link], providing surprise endings in place of the traditional happily-ever-after. Dahl's collection of poems Revolting Rhymes[image: External link] is recorded in audiobook[image: External link] form, and narrated by actor Alan Cumming[image: External link].[124]
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For a brief period in the 1960s, Dahl wrote screenplays. Two, the James Bond film You Only Live Twice[image: External link] and Chitty Chitty Bang Bang[image: External link], were adaptations of novels by Ian Fleming[image: External link].[125] Dahl also began adapting his own novel Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, which was completed and rewritten by David Seltzer[image: External link] after Dahl failed to meet deadlines, and produced as the film Willy Wonka & the Chocolate Factory[image: External link] (1971). Dahl later disowned the film, saying he was "disappointed" because "he thought it placed too much emphasis on Willy Wonka and not enough on Charlie".[126] He was also "infuriated" by the deviations in the plot devised by David Seltzer in his draft of the screenplay. This resulted in his refusal for any more versions of the book to be made in his lifetime, as well as an adaptation for the sequel Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator[image: External link].[127]
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A major part of Dahl's literary influences stemmed from his childhood. In his younger days, he was an avid reader, especially awed by fantastic tales of heroism and triumph. Amongst his favourite authors were Rudyard Kipling[image: External link], Charles Dickens[image: External link], William Makepeace Thackeray[image: External link] and Frederick Marryat[image: External link], and their works went on to make a lasting mark on his life and writing.[128] Finding too many distractions in his house, Dahl remembered the poet Dylan Thomas[image: External link] had found a peaceful shed to write in close to home. Dahl travelled to visit Thomas's hut in Carmarthenshire, Wales in the 1950s and, after taking a look inside, decided to make a replica of it to write in.[129]

Dahl was also a huge fan of ghost stories and claimed that Trolls by Jonas Lie[image: External link] was one of the finest ghost stories ever written. While he was still a youngster, his mother, Sofie Dahl, would relate traditional Norwegian myths and legends from her native homeland to Dahl and his sisters. Dahl always maintained that his mother and her stories had a strong influence on his writing. In one interview, he mentioned: "She was a great teller of tales. Her memory was prodigious and nothing that ever happened to her in her life was forgotten."[130] When Dahl started writing and publishing his famous books for children, he created a grandmother character in The Witches[image: External link] and later stated that she was based directly on his own mother as a tribute.[131][132]
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In 1961, Dahl hosted and wrote for a science fiction and horror[image: External link] television anthology series[image: External link] called Way Out[image: External link], which preceded the Twilight Zone[image: External link] series on the CBS[image: External link] network for 14 episodes from March to July.[133] One of the last dramatic network shows shot in New York City, the entire series is available for viewing at The Paley Center for Media[image: External link] in New York City and Los Angeles.[134] He also wrote for the satirical BBC comedy programme That Was the Week That Was[image: External link] which was hosted by David Frost[image: External link].[135]

The British television series, Tales of the Unexpected[image: External link], originally aired on ITV[image: External link] between 1979 and 1988.[136] The series was released to tie in with Dahl's short story anthology of the same name[image: External link], which had introduced readers to many motifs that were common in his writing.[116] The series was an anthology of different tales, initially based on Dahl's short stories.[116] The stories were sometimes sinister, sometimes wryly comedic and usually had a twist ending. Dahl introduced on camera all the episodes of the first two series, which bore the full title Roald Dahl's Tales of the Unexpected.[137]
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Matilda (novel)






Matilda is a children's novel[image: External link] by British writer Roald Dahl. Matilda won the Children's Book Award in 1999. It was published in 1988 by Jonathan Cape[image: External link] in London, with 232 pages and illustrations by Quentin Blake[image: External link]. It was adapted as an audio reading by actress Kate Winslet[image: External link], a 1996 feature film[image: External link] directed by Danny DeVito[image: External link], a two-part BBC Radio 4 programme starring Lauren Mote[image: External link] as Matilda, Nichola McAuliffe[image: External link] as Miss Trunchbull and narrated by Lenny Henry[image: External link], and a 2010 musical[image: External link].[1][2][3][4]

In 2012 Matilda was ranked number 30 among all-time children's novels in a survey published by School Library Journal[image: External link], a monthly with primarily US audience. It was the first of four books by Dahl among the Top 100, more than any other writer.[5]
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 Plot summary




In a small Buckinghamshire[image: External link] village, Matilda[image: External link] is a six-year-old girl of unusual precocity, but she is often ill-treated or neglected by her parents. In retaliation, she resorts to pranks such as glueing her father's hat to his head, hiding a friend's parrot in the chimney to simulate a burglar or ghost[image: External link], and secretly bleaching her father's hair. At first, Matilda was naughty and used her powers to revenge herself.

Matilda has read a variety of books by different authors, especially at the age of four, when she read many in six months including The Secret Garden[image: External link], Great Expectations[image: External link], Nicholas Nickleby[image: External link], Oliver Twist[image: External link], Jane Eyre[image: External link], Pride and Prejudice[image: External link], Tess of the d'Urbervilles[image: External link], Gone to Earth, Kim[image: External link], The Invisible Man[image: External link], The Old Man and the Sea[image: External link], The Sound and the Fury[image: External link], The Grapes of Wrath[image: External link], The Good Companions[image: External link], Brighton Rock[image: External link], Animal Farm[image: External link], Moby Dick[image: External link], Ivanhoe[image: External link], The Red Pony[image: External link] and Peter and Wendy[image: External link].

At school, Matilda befriends her kindergarten teacher, Jennifer Honey, who is astonished by Matilda's intellectual abilities. She tries to move her into a higher class but is refused by the headmistress, the tyrannical Agatha Trunchbull. Miss Honey also tries to talk to Mr and Mrs Wormwood about Matilda's intelligence, but they ignore her.

Matilda quickly develops a particularly strong bond with Miss Honey and watches as Miss Trunchbull terrorises her students with creative, over-the-top punishments. When Matilda's friend, Lavender, plays a practical joke on Miss Trunchbull by placing a newt[image: External link] in her jug of water, Matilda uses an unexpected power of telekinesis[image: External link] to tip the glass of water containing the newt onto Miss Trunchbull.

After Matilda reveals her powers to Miss Honey, Miss Honey confides that she was raised by an abusive aunt after the suspicious death of her father. Her aunt is revealed to be Miss Trunchbull, who appears (among other misdeeds) to be withholding her niece's inheritance so that Miss Honey has to live in poverty in a derelict farm cottage. Preparing to avenge Miss Honey, Matilda develops her telekinetic gift through practice at home. Later, during a lesson that Miss Trunchbull is teaching, Matilda telekinetically raises a piece of chalk[image: External link] to the blackboard and writes on it, posing as the spirit of Miss Honey's late father and demanding that Miss Trunchbull hand over Miss Honey's house and wages and leave the region forever.

This is soon done, and with the approval of a new school headteacher, the capable and good-natured Mr Trilby, Matilda herself advances to the highest level of schooling. Rather to her relief, she is no longer capable of telekinesis; this is explained by Miss Honey as the result of using her mind on a more challenging curriculum.

Matilda continues to visit Miss Honey at her house regularly, but one day finds her parents hastily packing to escape from the police, who are after her father for selling stolen cars. Matilda asks permission to live with Miss Honey, to which her parents rather uninterestedly agree. So both she and Miss Honey find their happy ending.

Mr Wormwood was based on a real-life character from Roald Dahl's hometown of Great Missenden.
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 Adaptations




The novel was made into the film Matilda[image: External link] in 1996. It was directed by Danny DeVito[image: External link] and starred Mara Wilson[image: External link] as Matilda. Although the film was not a box office success, it received critical acclaim at the time of its release, and holds a "fresh" rating of 90% on Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link].[6] DeVito portrayed Mr. Wormwood as well as the narrator.

In 1990, the Redgrave Theatre[image: External link] in Farnham[image: External link] produced a musical version, adapted by Rony Robinson with music by Ken Howard[image: External link] and Alan Blaikley[image: External link], which toured the UK. It starred Annabelle Lanyon as Matilda and Jonathan Linsley[image: External link] as Miss Trunchbull, and had mixed reviews.[7] A second musical version of the novel, Matilda the Musical[image: External link], written by Dennis Kelly[image: External link] and Tim Minchin[image: External link] and commissioned by the Royal Shakespeare Company[image: External link], premiered in November 2010. It opened at the Cambridge Theatre[image: External link] in the West End[image: External link] on 24 November 2011.[1][8] It opened on Broadway[image: External link] on 11 April 2013 at the Shubert Theatre[image: External link]. The musical has since done a US tour and opened in July 2015 in Australia. The stage version has become hugely popular with audiences and praised by critics, and won multiple Olivier Awards[image: External link] in the UK and Tony Awards[image: External link] in the US.[9] One critic called it "the best British musical since Billy Elliot[image: External link]".[2]

The actress Kate Winslet[image: External link] provides the English-language audiobook[image: External link] recording of Matilda.[3] In 2014, the American Library Association[image: External link] shortlisted her for an Odyssey Award[image: External link] for her audiobook performance.[10]
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 Connections to other Dahl books




One of Miss Trunchbull's punishments is to force an overweight child, Bruce Bogtrotter, to eat an enormous chocolate cake, which makes him sick. He had been found guilty of stealing cake from the kitchen. In Roald Dahl's Revolting Recipes one of the recipes is based on that cake; whereas Bruce is a more sympathetic variation of Augustus Gloop (from "Charlie and the Chocolate Factory") and similar gluttons, and made something of a hero by finishing the cake without suffering nausea.[11] The short story "The Magic Finger" by Roald Dahl, released in 1964, may have been a precursor to Matilda. A young girl has power within her finger to do things to other people when she gets emotional about a cause she feels strongly about.
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Brighton






This article is about the town of Brighton in England. For the city, see Brighton and Hove[image: External link]. For other uses, see Brighton (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Brighton i[image: External link]/'braIten /[image: External link] is a seaside resort[image: External link] on the south coast of England.[1] It is part of the ceremonial county[image: External link] of East Sussex[image: External link], within the historic county of Sussex[image: External link].

Archaeological evidence of settlement in the area dates back to the Bronze Age[image: External link], Roman[image: External link] and Anglo-Saxon[image: External link] periods. The ancient settlement of "Brighthelmstone" was documented in the Domesday Book[image: External link] (1086). The town's importance grew in the Middle Ages[image: External link] as the Old Town developed, but it languished in the early modern period[image: External link], affected by foreign attacks, storms, a suffering economy and a declining population. Brighton began to attract more visitors following improved road transport to London and becoming a boarding point for boats travelling to France. The town also developed in popularity as a health resort for sea bathing[image: External link] as a purported cure for illnesses.

In the Georgian era[image: External link], Brighton developed as a fashionable seaside resort, encouraged by the patronage of the Prince Regent, later King George IV[image: External link], who spent much time in the town and constructed the Royal Pavilion[image: External link] in the Regency era[image: External link]. Brighton continued to grow as a major centre of tourism following the arrival of the railways in 1841, becoming a popular destination for day-trippers from London. Many of the major attractions were built in the Victorian era[image: External link], including the Grand Hotel[image: External link], the West Pier[image: External link], and the Brighton Palace Pier[image: External link]. The town continued to grow into the 20th century, expanding to incorporate more areas into the town's boundaries before joining the town of Hove[image: External link] to form the unitary authority[image: External link] of Brighton and Hove in 1997, which was granted city status[image: External link] in 2000.[2]

Brighton's location has made it a popular destination for tourists, renowned for its diverse communities, quirky shopping areas, large cultural, music and arts scene[3] and its large LGBT population, leading to its reverence as the "unofficial gay capital of the UK".[4] Brighton attracted 7.5 million day visitors in 2015/16 and 4.9 million overnight visitors,[5] and is the most popular seaside destination in the UK for overseas tourists.[6] Brighton has also been called the UK's " hippest[image: External link] city",[7] and "the happiest place to live in the UK".[8]
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 Etymology




Brighton's earliest name was Bristelmestune, recorded in the Domesday Book[image: External link]. Although more than 40 variations have been documented, Brighthelmstone (or Brighthelmston) was the standard rendering between the 14th and 18th centuries.[9][10]

Brighton was originally an informal shortened form, first seen in 1660; it gradually supplanted the longer name, and was in general use from the late 18th century. Brighthelmstone was the town's official name until 1810, though.[10] The name is of Anglo-Saxon[image: External link] origin. Most scholars believe that it derives from Beorthelm + tūn—the homestead[image: External link] of Beorthelm, a common Old English name associated with villages elsewhere in England.[10] The tūn element is common in Sussex, especially on the coast, although it occurs infrequently in combination with a personal name.[11] An alternative etymology taken from the Old English words for "stony valley" is sometimes given but has less acceptance.[10] Brighthelm gives its name to, among other things, a church[12] and a pub in Brighton[13] and some halls of residence at the University of Sussex[image: External link].[14] Writing in 1950, historian Antony Dale noted that unnamed antiquaries[image: External link] had suggested an Old English word "brist" or "briz", meaning "divided", could have contributed the first part of the historic name Brighthelmstone. The town was originally split in half by the Wellesbourne, a winterbourne[image: External link] which was culverted and buried in the 18th century.[15]

Brighton has several nicknames. Poet Horace Smith[image: External link] called it "The Queen of Watering Places", which is still widely used,[16] and "Old Ocean's Bauble".[17] Novelist William Makepeace Thackeray[image: External link] referred to "Doctor Brighton", calling the town "one of the best of Physicians". "London-by-Sea" is well-known, reflecting Brighton's popularity with Londoners as a day-trip resort, a commuter dormitory and a desirable destination for those wanting to move out of the metropolis. "The Queen of Slaughtering Places", a pun on Smith's description, became popular when the Brighton trunk murders[image: External link] came to the public's attention in the 1930s.[17] The mid 19th-century nickname "School Town" referred to the remarkable number of boarding, charity and church schools in the town at the time.[18]
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 History




Main article: History of Brighton[image: External link]


The first settlement in the Brighton area was Whitehawk Camp[image: External link], a Neolithic[image: External link] encampment on Whitehawk Hill[image: External link] which has been dated to between 3500 BC and 2700 BC.[19] It is one of six causewayed enclosures[image: External link] in Sussex. Archaeologists have only partially explored it, but have found numerous burial mounds[image: External link], tools and bones, suggesting it was a place of some importance.[20] There was also a Bronze Age[image: External link] settlement at Coldean[image: External link]. Brythonic[image: External link] Celts[image: External link] arrived in Britain in the 7th century BC,[19] and an important Brythonic settlement existed at Hollingbury Camp on Hollingbury Hill. This Celtic Iron Age[image: External link] encampment dates from the 3rd or 2nd century BC and is circumscribed by substantial earthwork outer walls with a diameter of c. 1,000 feet (300 m). Cissbury Ring[image: External link], roughly 10 miles (16 km) from Hollingbury, is suggested to have been the tribal "capital".[21]

Later, there was a Roman villa[image: External link] at Preston Village[image: External link], a Roman road[image: External link] from London ran nearby, and much physical evidence of Roman occupation has been discovered locally.[19] From the 1st century AD, the Romans[image: External link] built a number of villas in Brighton and Romano-British[image: External link] Brythonic Celts formed farming settlements in the area.[22] After the Romans left in the early 4th century AD, the Brighton area returned to the control of the native Celts. Anglo-Saxons[image: External link] then invaded in the late 5th century AD, and the region became part of the Kingdom of Sussex[image: External link], founded in 477 AD by king Ælle[image: External link].[23]

Anthony Seldon[image: External link] identified five phases of development in pre-20th century Brighton.[24] The village of Bristelmestune was founded by these Anglo-Saxon invaders, probably in the early Saxon period. They were attracted by the easy access for boats, sheltered areas of raised land for building, and better conditions compared to the damp, cold and misty Weald[image: External link] to the north.[25] By the time of the Domesday survey[image: External link] in 1086 it was a fishing and agricultural settlement, a rent of 4,000 herring[image: External link] was established, and its population was about 400.[9][19] Its importance grew from the Norman era[image: External link] onwards. By the 14th century there was a parish church[image: External link], a market and rudimentary law enforcement (the first town constable was elected in 1285).[26] Sacked and burnt by French invaders in the early 16th century—the earliest depiction of Brighton, a painting of c. 1520, shows Admiral Pregent de Bidoux's[image: External link] attack of June 1514—the town recovered strongly based on a thriving mackerel[image: External link]-fishing industry.[27] The grid of streets in the Old Town (the present Lanes[image: External link] area) were well developed and the town grew quickly: the population rose from c. 1,500 in 1600 to c. 4,000 in the 1640s.[19] By that time Brighton was Sussex's most populous and important town.[27]

Over the next few decades, though, events severely affected its local and national standing, such that by 1730 "it was a forlorn town decidedly down on its luck". More foreign attacks, storms (especially the devastating Great Storm of 1703[image: External link]), a declining fishing industry, and the emergence of nearby Shoreham[image: External link] as a significant port caused its economy to suffer.[27] By 1708 other parishes in Sussex were charged rates to alleviate poverty in Brighton, and Daniel Defoe[image: External link] wrote that the expected £8,000 cost of providing sea defences was "more than the whole town was worth". The population declined to 2,000 in the early 18th century.[19]

From the 1730s, Brighton entered its second phase of development—one which brought a rapid improvement in its fortunes. The contemporary fad for drinking and bathing in seawater[image: External link] as a purported cure for illnesses was enthusiastically encouraged by Dr Richard Russell[image: External link] from nearby Lewes[image: External link]. He sent many patients to "take the cure" in the sea at Brighton, published a popular treatise[note 1] on the subject, and moved to the town soon afterwards (the Royal Albion[image: External link], one of Brighton's early hotels, occupies the site of his house).[29] Others were already visiting the town for recreational purposes before Russell became famous, and his actions coincided with other developments which made Brighton more attractive to visitors. From the 1760s it was a boarding point for boats travelling to France; road transport to London was improved[30] when the main road via Crawley[image: External link] was turnpiked[image: External link] in 1770;[31] and spas and indoor baths were opened by other entrepreneurial physicians such as Sake Dean Mahomed[image: External link] and Anthony Relhan[image: External link] (who also wrote the town's first guidebook).[30]

From 1780, development of the Georgian terraces[image: External link] had started, and the fishing village developed as the fashionable resort[image: External link] of Brighton. Growth of the town was further encouraged by the patronage of the Prince Regent (later King George IV[image: External link]) after his first visit in 1783.[32] He spent much of his leisure time in the town and constructed the Royal Pavilion[image: External link] during the early part of his Regency[image: External link]. In this period the modern form of the name Brighton came into common use.[33]

A permanent military presence was established in the city with the completion of Preston Barracks[image: External link] in 1793.[34]

The arrival of the London and Brighton Railway[image: External link] in 1841 brought Brighton within the reach of day-trippers from London. The population grew from around 7,000 in 1801 to more than 120,000 by 1901.[35] Many of the major attractions were built during the Victorian era[image: External link], such as the Grand Hotel[image: External link] (1864), the West Pier[image: External link] (1866), and the Palace Pier[image: External link] (1899). Prior to either of these structures, the famous Chain Pier was built, to the designs of Captain Samuel Brown. It lasted from 1823 to 1896, and is featured in paintings by both Turner[image: External link] and Constable[image: External link].[36]

Because of boundary changes, the land area of Brighton expanded from 1,640 acres (7 km2) in 1854 to 14,347 acres (58 km2) in 1952.[37] New housing estates were established in the acquired areas, including Moulsecoomb[image: External link], Bevendean[image: External link], Coldean[image: External link] and Whitehawk[image: External link]. The major expansion of 1928 also incorporated the villages of Patcham[image: External link], Ovingdean[image: External link] and Rottingdean[image: External link], and much council housing was built in parts of Woodingdean[image: External link] after the Second World War. In 1997, Brighton and Hove were joined to form the unitary authority[image: External link] of Brighton and Hove[image: External link], which was granted city status[image: External link] by Queen Elizabeth II as part of the millennium[image: External link] celebrations in 2000.
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 Homelessness in Brighton




In 2016, Government figures analysed by the charity Shelter[image: External link] revealed that Brighton and Hove had the worst rate for homelessness outside London and is worse than some boroughs in the capital.[38] One in 69 people in Brighton and Hove were calculated to be homeless. In a charity report issued in November 2016, three areas in Brighton & Hove, East Brighton, Queen’s Park, and Moulsecoomb & Bevendean ranked in the top ten per cent nationally for deprivation.[39] Although deprivation in Brighton is distributed across the whole of the city it is more concentrated in some areas than others. The highest concentration of deprivation is in the Whitehawk, Moulsecoomb, and Hollingbury areas of the city but is also found around the St. James’s Street and Eastern Road areas. [40] A 2015 government statistic showed that the area around Brighton’s Palace Pier roundabout and to the east towards St James’s Street in Kemptown is the seventh worst ‘living environment’ in England. [41] On 19 January 2017, Brighton council announced they were looking at certain initiatives to try and alleviate some of the increasing homelessness seen on Brighton's streets and were hoping to open the first in-house temporary housing for homeless people in the city.[42]
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 Geography and topography




Brighton lies between the South Downs[image: External link] and the English Channel[image: External link] to the north and south, respectively. The Sussex coast forms a wide, shallow bay between the headlands[image: External link] of Selsey Bill[image: External link] and Beachy Head[image: External link]; Brighton developed near the centre of this bay around a seasonal river[image: External link], the Wellesbourne (or Whalesbone), which flowed from the South Downs above Patcham[image: External link].[9][43] This emptied into the English Channel at the beach near the East Cliff, forming "the natural drainage point for Brighton".[44]

Behind the estuary was a stagnant pond called the Pool or Poole, so named since the medieval era.[note 2] This was built over with houses and shops from 1793, when the Wellesbourne was culverted[image: External link] to prevent flooding,[44][45] and only the name of the road (Pool Valley, originally Pool Lane)[46] marks its site. One original house[image: External link] survives from the time of the pool's enclosure.[9] Behind Pool Valley is Old Steine[image: External link] (historically The Steyne), originally a flat and marshy area where fishermen dried their nets. The Wellesbourne occasionally reappears during times of prolonged heavy rain; author Mark Antony Lower[image: External link] referred to an early 19th-century drawing of the Royal Pavilion[image: External link] showing "quite a pool of water across the Steyne".[47]

Despite 16th-century writer Andrew Boorde[image: External link]'s claim that "Bryght-Hempston [is] among the noble ports and havens of the realm",[48] Brighton never developed as a significant port: rather, it was considered as part of Shoreham[image: External link]. Nevertheless, the descriptions "Port of Brighthelmston" or "Port of Brighton" were sometimes used between the 14th and 19th centuries, as for example in 1766 when its notional limits were defined for customs purposes.[49]

The East Cliff runs for several miles from Pool Valley towards Rottingdean[image: External link] and Saltdean[image: External link], reaching 24 metres (80 ft) above sea level. The soil beneath it, a mixture of alluvium[image: External link] and clay with some flint and chalk rubble[image: External link], has experienced erosion for many years.[50] The cliff itself, like the rest of Brighton's soil, is chalk.[9] Below this are thin layers of Upper[image: External link] and Lower Greensand[image: External link] separated by a thicker band of Gault clay[image: External link].[51] The land slopes upwards gradually from south to north towards the top of the Downs.

Main transport links developed along the floor of the Wellesbourne valley, from which the land climbs steeply—particularly on the east side. The earliest settlement was by the beach at the bottom of the valley,[43] which was partly protected from erosion by an underwater shale-bar[image: External link]. Changes in sea level affected the foreshore several times: 40 acres (16 ha) disappeared in the first half of the 14th century,[52] and the Great Storm of 1703[image: External link] caused widespread destruction. The first sea defences were erected in 1723,[52] and a century later a long sea-wall was built.[50]
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 Climate




See also: Climate of the United Kingdom[image: External link]


Brighton has a temperate[image: External link] climate: its Köppen climate classification[image: External link] is Cfb. It is characterised by mild, calm weather with high levels of sunshine, sea breezes[image: External link] and a "healthy, bracing air" attributed to the low level of tree cover.[53] Average rainfall levels increase as the land rises: the 1958–1990 mean was 740 millimetres (29 in) on the seafront and about 1,000 millimetres (39 in) at the top of the South Downs above Brighton.[53] Storms caused serious damage in 1703[image: External link], 1806, 1824, 1836, 1848, 1850, 1896, 1910 and 1987[image: External link]. Snow is rare, but particularly severe falls were recorded in 1881 and 1967.[53]



	Climate data for Brighton



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Average high °C (°F)
	8

(46)
	8

(46)
	9

(49)
	12

(53)
	16

(60)
	18

(64)
	20

(68)
	21

(69)
	18

(65)
	15

(59)
	11

(52)
	9

(48)
	14

(57)



	Average low °C (°F)
	3

(38)
	3

(38)
	4

(40)
	6

(43)
	9

(48)
	12

(53)
	14

(58)
	14

(58)
	12

(54)
	9

(49)
	6

(43)
	4

(40)
	8

(47)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] mm (inches)
	88

(3.46)
	60

(2.36)
	51

(2.01)
	58

(2.28)
	56

(2.2)
	50

(1.97)
	54

(2.13)
	62

(2.44)
	67

(2.64)
	105

(4.13)
	103

(4.06)
	97

(3.82)
	851

(33.5)



	Source: Met Office[citation needed[image: External link]]






	Average sea temperature



	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	9.2 °C (48.6 °F)
	8.7 °C (47.7 °F)
	8.2 °C (46.8 °F)
	9.6 °C (49.3 °F)
	11.4 °C (52.5 °F)
	13.6 °C (56.5 °F)
	15.4 °C (59.7 °F)
	16.9 °C (62.4 °F)
	17.3 °C (63.1 °F)
	16.3 °C (61.3 °F)
	14.7 °C (58.5 °F)
	12.0 °C (53.6 °F)
	12.8 °C (55.0 °F)





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Boundaries and areas






	Date from
	Parish area[55]




	
c. 11th century
	1,640 acres (660 ha)



	31 October 1873
	2,445 acres (989 ha)



	1 October 1923
	2,539 acres (1,027 ha)



	1 April 1928
	12,503 acres (5,060 ha)



	1 April 1952
	14,347 acres (5,806 ha)



	31 March 1972
	15,041 acres (6,087 ha)



	1 April 1993
	15,140 acres (6,130 ha)



	1 April 1997[note 3]

	21,632 acres (8,754 ha)




At the time of the Domesday survey[image: External link] in 1086, Brighton was in the Rape[image: External link] of Lewes[image: External link] and the Hundred[image: External link] of Welesmere. The new Hundred of Whalesbone, which covered the parishes of Brighton, West Blatchington[image: External link], Preston[image: External link] and Hove[image: External link], was formed in 1296. Parishes moved in and out several times, and by 1801 only Brighton and West Blatchington[image: External link] were included in the Hundred.[57]

Brighton's ecclesiastical and civil parish boundaries were coterminous until 1873. Since then, the latter have changed several times as the urban area has expanded.[58] In its original form, Brighton covered about 1,640 acres (660 ha) between the English Channel, Hove, Preston, Ovingdean[image: External link] and Rottingdean[image: External link]. The civil parish was first extended from 31 October 1873, when 905 acres (366 ha) was annexed from Preston. Its ecclesiastical parish was not affected.

On 1 October 1923, 94 acres (38 ha) were added to Brighton from Patcham parish: Brighton Corporation was developing the Moulsecoomb[image: External link] council estate[image: External link] there at the time. On 1 April 1928, Brighton became a county borough[image: External link] and grew by nearly five times by adding Ovingdean and Rottingdean parishes in their entirety and parts of Falmer[image: External link], Patcham and West Blatchington.[58] From 1 April 1952, more of Falmer and part of the adjacent Stanmer[image: External link] parish were added; 20 years later, land and marine territory associated with the new Brighton Marina[image: External link] development also became part of Brighton. Except for a small addition of rural land in 1993 (from Pyecombe[image: External link] parish), Brighton Borough's boundaries remained the same until it was joined to Hove Borough in 1997 to form the unitary authority[image: External link] of Brighton and Hove.[56]

The old boundary between Brighton and Hove is most clearly seen on the seafront, where the King Edward Peace Statue (1912) straddles the border, and in a twitten[image: External link] called Boundary Passage which runs northwards from Western Road to Montpelier Road.[59] There is a Grade II-listed[image: External link] parish boundary marker stone in this passageway.[60] Between Western Road and the seafront, the boundary runs up Little Western Street (pavement on eastern side, in Brighton), but it is not visible.[59] Northwards from Western Road, it runs to the west of Norfolk Road, Norfolk Terrace, Windlesham Road and Windlesham Gardens in the Montpelier[image: External link] area, then along the south side of Davigdor Road to Seven Dials[image: External link]. From there it runs along the west side of Dyke Road as far as Withdean Road in Withdean[image: External link], at which point it crosses Dyke Road so that the section north of that is part of Hove parish. The boundary continues to follow Dyke Road towards Devil's Dyke[image: External link] on the South Downs.[61]
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 Governance and politics




For the local council, see Brighton and Hove[image: External link].

Brighton is covered by two constituencies in the Parliament of the United Kingdom[image: External link]: Brighton Kemptown[image: External link] and Brighton Pavilion[image: External link]. Both are marginal constituencies[image: External link] which were held by Labour from 1997 to 2010.[62] At the 2017 general election[image: External link], Brighton Kemptown elected the Labour MP Lloyd Russell-Moyle[image: External link], while Brighton Pavilion re-elected Caroline Lucas[image: External link], the first Green Party[image: External link] MP elected to Westminster. In European elections, Brighton is part of the European Parliament constituency[image: External link] of South-East England[image: External link].

As of 2017, there are 21 wards in the city of Brighton and Hove, of which 12 are in Brighton. Regency, St Peter's & North Laine, Preston Park, Withdean, Patcham, Hollingdean & Stanmer and Hanover & Elm Grove are part of the Brighton Pavilion constituency; Moulsecoomb & Bevendean, Queen's Park, East Brighton, Woodingdean and Rottingdean Coastal are covered by the Brighton Kemptown constituency.[63]

The newly created Borough of Brighton consisted of six wards in 1854: St Nicholas, St Peter, Pier, Park, Pavilion and West. When the territory was extended to include part of Preston[image: External link] parish in 1873, the new area became a seventh ward named Preston. The seven were split into 14 in 1894: Hanover, Kemp Town (renamed King's Cliff in 1908), Lewes Road, Montpelier, Pavilion, Pier, Preston, Preston Park, Queen's Park, Regency, St John, St Nicholas, St Peter, and West. Preston ward was extended in 1923 to incorporate the area taken into the borough from Patcham parish in 1923 for the construction of the Moulsecoomb estate, and in 1928 the ward was divided into four: Hollingbury, Moulsecoomb, Preston and Preston Park. Elm Grove and Patcham wards were created at the same time, bringing the total to 19. There were further changes in 1952, 1955 and 1983, at which time there were 16 wards.[64] This situation continued until 1 April 1997, when Hove and its wards became part of the new unitary authority[image: External link] of Brighton and Hove[image: External link].[65]

Brighton Town Hall[image: External link] occupies a large site in The Lanes[image: External link]. Medieval Brighthelmston had a town hall, although it was called the Townhouse and functioned more like a market hall. A later building (1727) known as the Town Hall was principally used as a workhouse[image: External link]. Work on the first purpose-built town hall began in 1830; Thomas Read Kemp[image: External link] laid the first stone, and Thomas Cooper designed it on behalf of the Brighton Town Commissioners (of which he was a member). Brighton Corporation spent £40,000 to extend it in 1897–99 to the Classical[image: External link] design of Brighton Borough Surveyor Francis May. Despite this, the building was too small for municipal requirements by the mid-20th century, and extra council buildings were built in various locations throughout Brighton Borough Council's existence: the most recent, Bartholomew House and Priory House next to the town hall, were finished in 1987.[66][67] The town hall ceased to be responsible solely for Brighton's affairs when Brighton and Hove were united in 1997, but it is still used by Brighton & Hove City Council—particularly for weddings and civil ceremonies.[68]

The presence of a British subsidiary of the United States arms company EDO Corporation[image: External link] on the Home Farm Industrial Estate in Moulsecoomb[image: External link] has been the cause of protests since 2004. The premises were significantly damaged in January 2009 when protesters broke in.[69]
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 Economy




In 1985, the Borough Council described three "myths" about Brighton's economy. Common beliefs were that most of the working population commuted to London every day; that tourism provided most of Brighton's jobs and income; or that the borough's residents were "composed entirely of wealthy theatricals and retired businesspeople" rather than workers.[70] Brighton has been an important centre for commerce and employment since the 18th century. It is home to several major companies, some of which employ thousands of people locally; as a retail centre it is of regional importance; creative, digital and new media businesses are increasingly significant; and, although Brighton was never a major industrial centre, its railway works[image: External link] contributed to Britain's rail industry in the 19th and 20th centuries, particularly in the manufacture of steam locomotives.

Since the amalgamation of Brighton and Hove, economic and retail data has been produced at a citywide level only. Examples of statistics include: Brighton and Hove's tourism industry contributes £380m to the economy and employs 20,000 people directly or indirectly; the city has 9,600 registered companies; and a 2001 report identified it as one of five "supercities for the future".[71] In December 2013, Brighton was the third-highest ranked place on the UK Vitality Index Report, which measures the economic strength of towns and cities in the United Kingdom. It was "among the top performing towns and cities on almost all" of the 20 measures used by the index.[72]
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 Commerce and industry




Brighton's largest private sector[image: External link] employer is American Express[image: External link], whose European headquarters are at John Street.[73] As of 2012, about 3,000 people work there.[74] Planning permission[image: External link] to demolish the old Amex offices and build a replacement was granted in 2009, and work started in March 2010. Other major employers include Lloyds Bank[image: External link], Asda[image: External link] (which has hypermarkets at Hollingbury[image: External link] and Brighton Marina[image: External link]), Brighton & Hove Bus and Coach Company[image: External link] and call-centre operator Inkfish.[71] In 2012, it was reported that about 1,500 of Gatwick Airport[image: External link]'s 21,000 workers lived in the city of Brighton and Hove.[75]

Brighton is a popular destination for conferences, exhibitions and trade fairs, and has had a purpose-built conference centre—the Brighton Centre[image: External link]—since 1977. Direct income from the Brighton Centre's 160 events per year is £8 million,[note 4] and a further £50 million is generated indirectly by visitors spending money during their stay. Events range from political party conferences to concerts.[76]

The Hollingbury Industrial Estate is one of the largest such facilities in Brighton; in its early days about 6,000 people were employed, principally in industrial jobs, but in the late 20th and early 21st centuries its focus has switched to commercial and retail development,[77] limiting Brighton's potential for industrial growth. Brighton Corporation laid out the estate on 18 acres (7.3 ha) of land around Crowhurst Road in 1950. By 1956, large-scale employment was provided at a bakery, a typewriter factory and a machine tools manufacturer among others. Most of the large factories closed during the recessions of the 1980s and 1990s, employment fell to 1,000, and structural changes started in the mid-1980s with a move towards small-scale industrial units (the Enterprise Estate was finished in October 1985) and then retail warehouses. Asda[image: External link]'s superstore opened in November 1987, MFI[image: External link] followed two years later, and other retail units were built in the 1990s.[78] Two large headquarters buildings were vacated in quick succession when British Bookshops left in March 2011[79] and The Argus newspaper moved out of its headquarters in 2012—although the Brighton & Hove Bus and Coach Company[image: External link] signed a contract to move its 1,250 employees into the latter building.[80]

Brighton has a high density of businesses involved in the media sector, particularly digital or "new media[image: External link]", and since the 1990s has been referred to as "Silicon Beach".[81] By 2007, over 250 new media[image: External link] business had been founded in Brighton. Brandwatch[image: External link] is a social media monitoring company[image: External link] based in offices near Brighton station. Computer game design company Black Rock Studio[image: External link] was founded in 1998 and was taken over by Disney Interactive Studios[image: External link],[71][81] who closed it down in 2011.[82] The Gamer Network, whose portfolio of websites relating to computer gaming (including Eurogamer[image: External link]) and creative industries was founded in 1999, is based in Brighton.[83]

By the early 21st century, the market for office accommodation in the city was characterised by fluctuating demand and a lack of supply of high-quality buildings. As an example, the Trafalgar Place development (c. 1990), "now considered a prime office location", stood partly empty for a decade.[84] Exion 27 (built in 2001), a high-tech, energy-efficient office development at Hollingbury[image: External link], remained empty for several years and is still not in commercial use: it houses some administrative departments of the University of Brighton[image: External link]. It was Brighton's first ultramodern commercial property and was intended for mixed commercial and industrial use, but its completion coincided with a slump in demand for high-tech premises.[85][86]
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 Retail




The Lanes[image: External link] form a retail, leisure and residential area near the seafront, characterised by narrow alleyways following the street pattern of the original fishing village. The Lanes contain predominantly clothing stores, jewellers, antique shops, restaurants and pubs. The North Laine[image: External link] area is a retail, leisure and residential area immediately north of the Lanes. Its name derives from the Anglo-Saxon "Laine" meaning "fields", although the misnomer "North Lanes" is often used to describe the area. The North Laine contains a mix of businesses dominated by cafés, independent and avant-garde shops, bars and theatres.

Churchill Square[image: External link] is a shopping centre with a floor space of 470,000 sq ft (44,000 m2) and over 80 shops, several restaurants and 1,600 car-parking spaces.[87] It was built in the 1960s as an open-air, multi-level pedestrianised shopping centre, but was rebuilt and enlarged in 1998 and is no longer open-air. Further retail areas include Western Road and London Road, the latter of which is currently undergoing extensive regeneration in the form of new housing and commercial properties.[88]
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 Landmarks




Main articles: Buildings and architecture of Brighton and Hove[image: External link], List of landmarks and notable buildings of Brighton and Hove[image: External link], Grade I listed buildings in Brighton and Hove[image: External link], and Grade II* listed buildings in Brighton and Hove[image: External link]


The Royal Pavilion[image: External link] is a former royal palace built as a home for the Prince Regent during the early 19th century, under the direction of the architect John Nash, and is notable for its Indo-Saracenic[image: External link] architecture and Oriental interior. Other Indo-Saracenic buildings in Brighton include the Sassoon Mausoleum[image: External link], now, with the bodies reburied elsewhere, in use as a chic supper club.

Brighton Marine Palace and Pier[image: External link] (long known as the Palace Pier) opened in 1899. It features a funfair[image: External link], restaurants and arcade halls.[89]

The West Pier[image: External link] was built in 1866 and is one of only two Grade I listed[image: External link] piers in the United Kingdom. It has been closed since 1975. For some time it was under consideration for restoration, but two fires in 2003, and other setbacks, led to these plans being abandoned.[90] The Brighton i360[image: External link] observation tower opened on 4 August 2016.[91] At 162 metres (531.49 feet) high, and with an observation pod rising to 138 metres (452.75 feet), the i360 is Britain's highest observation tower outside London – taller even than the London Eye.

Brighton clocktower[image: External link], built in 1888 for Queen Victoria's jubilee, stands at the intersection of Brighton's busiest thoroughfares.

Volk's Electric Railway[image: External link] runs along the inland edge of the beach from Brighton Pier to Black Rock[image: External link] and Brighton Marina[image: External link]. It was created in 1883 and is the world's oldest operating electric railway[image: External link].[92]

The Grand Hotel[image: External link] was built in 1864. The Brighton hotel bombing[image: External link] occurred there. Its nighttime blue lighting is particularly prominent along the foreshore.[93]
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 Churches and places of worship




Further information: List of places of worship in Brighton and Hove[image: External link]


The 11th century (1086)[94] St Nicholas Church[image: External link] is the oldest building in Brighton, commonly known as "The Mother Church".[95] Other notable churches include the very tall brick-built St Bartholomew's[image: External link] (1874) designed by the architect Edmund Scott,[96] St Peter's[image: External link] (1828), and St. Martin's[image: External link], noted for its decorated interior. Brighton's Quakers[image: External link] run the Friends' Meeting House in the Lanes. There is an active Unitarian community[image: External link] based in a Grade 2 listed building in New Road, and a Spiritualist church[image: External link] in Norfolk Square.[97] There are also a number of New Age[image: External link] outlets and groups.

Brighton-Hove has five synagogues: New Church Road Synagogue, Hove; Holland Road Synagogue, Hove; Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue, Hove; Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue, Hove; Middle Street Synagogue; Brighton. The Middle Street Synagogue[image: External link] is a Grade II-listed building[image: External link] built in 1874–75. It is being gradually restored by English Heritage[image: External link]. There are also several mosques[98] and Buddhist[image: External link] centres.[99]

Brighton has become known as one of the least religious places in the UK, based upon analysis of the 2011 census which revealed that 42 per cent of the population profess no religion, far higher than the national average of 25%.[100] As part of the Jedi census phenomenon[image: External link], 2.6 per cent claimed their religion was Jedi Knight, the largest percentage in the country.[101]
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 Beaches




Brighton has a 5.4-mile (8.7 km) expanse of shingle beach,[52] part of the unbroken 8-mile (13 km) section within the city limits.[note 5] Neighbouring Hove is known for its hundreds of painted timber beach huts, but brick-walled chalets are also available on Brighton seafront, especially towards Rottingdean[image: External link] and Saltdean[image: External link].[102] Especially east of the Palace Pier, a flat sandy foreshore is exposed at low tide.[52] The Palace Pier section of the beach has been awarded blue flag status[image: External link].[103] Part of the beach adjoining Madeira Drive, to the east of the city centre, has been redeveloped into a sports complex and opened to the public in March 2007, with courts for pursuits such as beach volleyball and ultimate Frisbee[image: External link] among others.

The city council owns all the beaches, which are divided into named sections by groynes[image: External link]—the first of which were completed in 1724. Eastwards from the Hove boundary, the names are Boundary, Norfolk, Bedford, Metropole, Grand (referring to the four hotels with those names), Centre, King's, Old Ship, Volk's, Albion, Palace Pier, Aquarium, Athina (where the MS Athina B[image: External link] ran aground), Paston, Banjo, Duke's, Cliff, Crescent and Black Rock. Cliff Beach is a nudist beach[image: External link].[104] Beyond Black Rock, the cliffs (part of the Brighton to Newhaven Cliffs[image: External link] Site of Special Scientific Interest[image: External link]) rise to more than 100 feet (30 m) and there are three small beaches at Ovingdean Gap, Rottingdean Gap and Saltdean Gap. All are connected by the Undercliff Walk,[52] which has been affected by several cliff falls since 2000.[105]

Since the demolition in 1978 of the Black Rock open-air lido[image: External link] at the eastern end of Brighton's seafront, the area has been developed and now features one of Europe's largest marinas[image: External link]. However, the site of the pool itself remains empty except for a skate park and graffiti wall. Since 2003 a series of developments have been proposed but have come to nothing, including housing, a five-star hotel[image: External link] with a winter garden[image: External link], and an 11,000-seat sports arena.[106]

The seafront is also home to many restaurants, sports facilities, amusement arcades, nightclubs and bars.[107]
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 Culture
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 Cinema




Main article: List of films set in Brighton[image: External link]


Brighton featured in a number of popular movies including Quadrophenia[image: External link] (1979), The End of the Affair[image: External link] (1999), Wimbledon[image: External link] (2004), MirrorMask[image: External link] (2005), Angus, Thongs and Perfect Snogging[image: External link] (2008), The Young Victoria[image: External link] (2009), Brighton Rock[image: External link] (2010 and 1947) and The Boat that Rocked[image: External link] (2009).[108]

The Duke of York's Picturehouse[image: External link],[109] dating from 1910, was opened by Mrs Violet Melnotte-Wyatt[image: External link]. It is the country's oldest purpose-built cinema and was Brightons first Electric Bioscope[image: External link], which still operates as an arthouse cinema[image: External link]. The Duke of York's Picturehouse expanded in 2012, adding two additional screens in a different location. The company is now occupying the upstairs of Komedia[image: External link], situated on Gardner Street, central Brighton.[110] There are two multiplex cinemas[image: External link], the Odeon on North Street and Cineworld in the Marina.
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 Festivals and rallies




Main articles: Brighton Festival[image: External link] and Brighton Fringe[image: External link]


Each May the city hosts the Brighton Festival and Brighton Fringe, the second largest arts festival in the UK (after Edinburgh[image: External link]). This includes processions such as the Children's Parade, outdoor spectaculars often involving pyrotechnics, and theatre, music and visual arts in venues throughout the city, some brought into this use exclusively for the festival. The earliest feature of the festival, the Artists' Open Houses[image: External link], are homes of artists and craftspeople opened to the public as galleries, and usually selling the work of the occupants. Since 2002, these have been organised independently of the official Festival and Fringe.

Brighton Fringe[image: External link] runs alongside Brighton Festival, and has grown to be one of the largest fringe festivals in the world.[111] Together with the street performers from Brighton Festival's "Streets of Brighton" events, and the Royal Mile[image: External link]-esque outdoor performances that make up "Fringe City", outdoor spectacles and events more than double during May.[112]

Other festivals include The Great Escape, featuring three nights of live music in venues across the city; the Soundwaves Festival in June, which shows classical music composed in the 21st Century, and involves both amateur and professional performers; Paddle Round the Pier; Brighton Live which each September stages a week of free gigs in pubs to show local bands; Burning the Clocks[image: External link], a winter solstice celebration; and Brighton Pride[image: External link] (see lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender community, below). For a number of years, Andrew Logan[image: External link]'s Alternative Miss World extravaganza was held in the city.

The Kemptown[image: External link] area has its own small annual street festival, the Kemptown Carnival, and the Hanover[image: External link] area similarly has a "Hanover Day". Local resident Fatboy Slim[image: External link] puts on a "Big Beach Boutique" show most years. An inaugural White Nights (Nuit Blanche[image: External link]) all-night arts festival took place in October 2008 and continued for 4 years until it was postponed in 2012 due to a lack of European funding.[113] 2009 saw the first Brighton Zine Fest[114] celebrating zine[image: External link] and DIY culture[image: External link] within the city.

Brighton is the terminus of a number of London-to-Brighton rides, and runs, such as the veteran car[image: External link] run and bike ride. Transport rallies are also hosted on the seafront. Groups of mods[image: External link] and Rockers[image: External link] still bring their scooters[image: External link] and motorbikes to the town, but their gatherings are now much more sedate than the violent 1960s confrontations depicted in Quadrophenia[image: External link].

Food and drink related festivals include the traditional Blessing of the Fisheries, where barbecued mackerel[image: External link] are eaten on the beach and the more recent Fiery Foods Chilli[image: External link] Festival.[115] There is also a twice-yearly general food festival.[116] The main Sussex beer festival is held in nearby Hove[image: External link], and there is a smaller beer festival in the Hanover area. Foodies Festival[117] also counts Brighton as one of its seven national venues, with the event taking place between 25–27 May at Hove Lawns and including top chefs such as Loyd Grossman[image: External link].

Brighton is the home of the UK's first Walk of Fame which celebrates the many rich and famous people associated with the city.[118]
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 Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender community




Main article: LGBT community of Brighton and Hove[image: External link]


Brighton records LGBT history in the city since the 19th century.[119] Many LGBT pubs, clubs, bars, restaurants, cafés and shops are located around Brighton and in particular around St James's Street in Kemptown[image: External link].[120] Several LGBT charities, publishers, social and support groups are also based in the city. Brighton Pride[image: External link] is usually celebrated at the start of August.[121] Brighton also hosts an annual trans pride event, which is the first of its kind in the UK.[122] In a 2014 estimate, 11–15% of the city's population aged 16 or over is thought to be lesbian, gay or bisexual.[123] The city also had the highest percentage of same-sex households in the UK in 2004[124] and the largest number of civil partnership registrations outside London in 2013.[125]
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 Museums




Brighton museums include Brighton Museum & Art Gallery[image: External link], Preston Manor[image: External link], Booth Museum of Natural History[image: External link], Brighton Toy and Model Museum[image: External link], and Brighton Fishing Museum[image: External link], the long established social epicentre of the seafront, which includes artefacts from the West Pier. The Royal Pavilion[image: External link] is also open to the public, serving as a museum to the British Regency[image: External link].

Further information: List of landmarks and notable buildings of Brighton and Hove[image: External link]
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 Night-life and popular music




Brighton has many night-life hotspots[126] and is associated with popular musicians[image: External link] including Fatboy Slim[image: External link], Kirk Brandon[image: External link], Tim Booth[image: External link], Nick Cave[image: External link], David Van Day[image: External link] from Dollar, and Robert Smith[image: External link]. Live music venues include the Concorde2,[127] Brighton Centre[image: External link] and the Brighton Dome[image: External link], where ABBA[image: External link] received a substantial boost to their career when they won the Eurovision Song Contest 1974[image: External link]. Many events and performance companies operate in the city. Brighton’s has produced several successful bands & music artists including Royal Blood[image: External link], The Kooks, Fatboy Slim[image: External link], Freemasons[image: External link], The Levellers[image: External link] and The Maccabees[image: External link], British Sea Power[image: External link], The Eighties Matchbox B-Line Disaster[image: External link], Rizzle Kicks[image: External link]. Brighton is also home to several independent record labels.
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 Notable residents




Main article: List of people from Brighton and Hove[image: External link]
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 Restaurants




Brighton has about 400 restaurants.[128]
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 Theatre




Theatres include the Brighton Dome[image: External link] and associated Pavilion Theatre, the expanded Komedia[image: External link] (primarily a comedy and music venue but also a theatre), the Old Market[image: External link] which was renovated and re-opened in 2010 and the Theatre Royal[image: External link][129] which celebrated its 200th anniversary in 2007. There are also smaller theatres such as the Marlborough Theatre[image: External link], the New Venture, and the Brighton Little Theatre. The city has the new purpose built Brighton Open Air Theatre[image: External link], or B•O•A•T, which is due to open for the Brighton Festival[image: External link] in May 2015. It is unique in that its programme will be chosen by lottery to ensure that it remains accessible and open to all comers.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Education




Brighton & Hove City Council is responsible for 80 schools, of which 54 are in Brighton.[130]

The University of Sussex[image: External link] established in 1961 is a campus university between Stanmer Park[image: External link] and Falmer[image: External link], four miles (6 km) from the city centre. Served by frequent trains (to Falmer railway station[image: External link]) and 24-hour buses, it has a student population of 12,500 of which 70% are undergraduates.[131] The university is currently ranked 18th in the UK[132] and 110th in the world by the World University Rankings.[133]

The University of Brighton[image: External link], the former Brighton Polytechnic[image: External link], has a student population of 20,017 of which 80% are undergraduates.[134] The university is on several sites with additional buildings in Falmer[image: External link], Moulsecoomb[image: External link], Eastbourne[image: External link] and Hastings[image: External link].[135]

In 2003, the universities of Sussex and Brighton formed a medical school, known as Brighton and Sussex Medical School[image: External link]. The school was one of four new medical schools to be created as part of a government programme to increase the number of qualified NHS[image: External link] doctors. The school is based in Falmer and works closely with the Brighton and Sussex University Hospitals NHS Trust.

A range of non-university courses for students over 16, mainly in vocational education[image: External link] subjects, is provided at the further education college[image: External link], City College Brighton and Hove. More academic subjects can be studied by 16–18-year-olds at Brighton Hove & Sussex Sixth Form College[image: External link] (BHASVIC) in the Seven Dials area. Varndean College[image: External link] in North Brighton occupies a commanding position. The 1920s building is celebrated for its façade and internal quads. The college offers academic A levels[image: External link], The International Baccalaureate and vocational courses.

There are state schools[image: External link] and some faith schools[image: External link]. Notable state schools include[136] Longhill High School[image: External link], Varndean School[image: External link], Patcham High School[image: External link], Dorothy Stringer High School[image: External link], Blatchington Mill School and Sixth Form College[image: External link] and Brighton Aldridge Community Academy[image: External link].

There are a number of independent schools[image: External link], including Brighton College[image: External link], Roedean School[image: External link], Steiner School[image: External link], BHHS[image: External link] and a Montessori[image: External link] School. As with the state schools, some independents are faith-based; Torah Academy, the last Jewish primary school, became a Pre-K/Nursery School at the end of the 2007. The Brighton Institute of Modern Music, a fully accredited music college, opened in 2001 and has since expanded to five locations throughout the UK.

In spring and summer, thousands of students from all over Europe gather to attend language courses at the many language schools.
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 Sport




Brighton & Hove Albion Football Club[image: External link] is the city's professional football team. After playing at the Goldstone Ground[image: External link] for 95 years, the club spent two years ground-sharing at Gillingham[image: External link] before returning to the town as tenants of the Withdean Athletics Stadium[image: External link]. However, in 2011 the club permanently moved to Falmer Stadium[image: External link] in Falmer[image: External link] at the start of the 2011–12 season, with the first match being played there in July 2011. The club's notable achievements including winning promotion to the Football League First Division[image: External link] for the first time in 1979, staying there for four seasons, during the last of which they reached the FA Cup Final[image: External link] and took Manchester United[image: External link] to a replay before losing 4-0. The 2017-18 Football season[image: External link] will see Brighton's debut in the Premier League, after a win against Wigan Athletic[image: External link] guaranteed automatic promotion to the top flight.[137] Notable former managers of the club include Brian Clough[image: External link], Peter Taylor[image: External link] (born 1928), Peter Taylor[image: External link] (born 1953), Jimmy Melia[image: External link], Liam Brady[image: External link], Jimmy Case[image: External link], Steve Gritt[image: External link], Brian Horton[image: External link], Steve Coppell[image: External link] and Mark McGhee[image: External link]. Notable former players include Gareth Barry[image: External link], Dave Beasant[image: External link], Justin Fashanu[image: External link], Dennis Mortimer[image: External link], Gordon Smith[image: External link], Frank Stapleton[image: External link], Howard Wilkinson[image: External link] and Bobby Zamora[image: External link].

Whitehawk Football Club[image: External link] is a semi-professional football club based in the Whitehawk suburb of Brighton. Currently, they play in the Conference South having won promotion three times in the space four years between 2009–13. Whitehawk play their games at The Enclosed Ground[image: External link], beautifully set into the South Downs, close to Brighton Marina[image: External link]. Notable former/current players include Sergio Torres[image: External link], Jake Robinson[image: External link], Matthew Lawrence[image: External link] and Darren Freeman[image: External link].

Brighton and Hove is home to the Sussex County Cricket Club[image: External link] at Eaton Road in Hove.

Brighton Football Club (RFU) is one of the oldest Rugby Clubs in England.[138]

Brighton & Hove Hockey Club is a large hockey[image: External link] club, with a homeground based in Hove. The men's 1XI gained promotion to the England Hockey League[image: External link] system, Conference East, in 2013.[139]

Throughout the year many events take place on Madeira Drive (a piece of roadway on Brighton's seafront), which was constructed to host what is commonly held to be the world's oldest motor race, the Brighton Speed Trials[image: External link], which has been running since 1905. The event is organised by the Brighton and Hove Motor Club[image: External link] and normally takes place on the second Saturday in September each year.

There is also an from time to time a beach soccer[image: External link] competition in a temporary stadium on imported sand on the beach. The inaugural contest in June 2002 featured football stars such as Eric Cantona[image: External link] and Matt Le Tissier[image: External link].

Brighton has a horse-racing[image: External link] course, Brighton Racecourse[image: External link], with the unusual feature that when the full length of the course is to be used, some of the grass turf of the track has to be laid over the tar at the top of Wilson Avenue, a public road, which therefore has to be closed for the races.

There is a greyhound racing[image: External link] circuit – the Brighton & Hove Greyhound Stadium[image: External link] – in Hove, run by Coral[image: External link], at which Motorcycle speedway[image: External link] racing was staged in 1928.

The Brighton and Hove Pétanque[image: External link] Club runs an annual triples, doubles and singles competition, informal KOs, winter and summer league, plus Open competitions with other clubs. The club is affiliated to Sussex Pétanque, the local region of the English Pétanque Association, so they can also play at a Regional and National level. The Peace Statue terrain is the official pétanque[image: External link] terrain situated on the seafront near the West Pier.[140]

Brighton has two competitive swimming clubs. Brighton SC[141] formed in 1860 claims to be the oldest swimming club in England. Brighton Dolphin SC[142] was formed in 1891 as Brighton Ladies Swimming.

Brighton was chosen as one of the one of the 13 Rugby World Cup 2015[image: External link] host cities,[143] with two games being played at the 30,750 capacity American Express Community Stadium[image: External link] (Although it was named the "Brighton Community Stadium" throughout the tournament for sponsorship reasons.) One of the two games played was one of the biggest shocks in the history of Rugby Union,[144] with Japan[image: External link] defeating South Africa[image: External link] 34 points to 32, with a try in the dying minutes of the game. The other game was between Samoa[image: External link] and the United States.[image: External link]
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 Transport




Main article: Transport in Brighton and Hove[image: External link]


Brighton has several railway stations, many bus routes, coach services and taxis. A Rapid Transport System has been under consideration for some years.[145] Trolleybuses[image: External link], trams, ferries and hydrofoil[image: External link] services have operated in the past.

Brighton is connected to the national road network by the A23[image: External link] (London Road) northwards, and by two east–west routes: the A259[image: External link] along the coast and the A27[image: External link] trunk route[image: External link] inland. The A23 joins the M23 motorway[image: External link] at Pease Pottage[image: External link] near Gatwick Airport[image: External link].[146] The A27 originally ran through the urban area along Old Shoreham Road and Lewes Road, but it now follows the route of the Brighton Bypass (opened in 1990) and the old alignment has become the A270.

A bypass was first proposed in 1932, six routes were submitted for approval in 1973, and the Department of the Environment[image: External link] published its recommended route in 1980. Public enquiries took place in 1983 and 1987, construction started in 1989 and the first section—between London Road at Patcham[image: External link] and the road to Devil's Dyke[image: External link]—opened in summer 1991.[147] By 1985 there were about 5,000 parking spaces in central Brighton. The largest car parks are at London Road, King Street, and the Churchill Square/Regency Road/Russell Road complex.[148] In 1969, a 520-space multi-storey car park[image: External link] was built beneath the central gardens of Regency Square[image: External link].[148][149]

Frequent trains operate from Brighton railway station[image: External link]. Many Brighton residents commute to work in London[150] and destinations include London Victoria[image: External link], London Bridge[image: External link] and St Pancras International[image: External link]. Most trains serve Gatwick Airport[image: External link], and those operated by Thameslink[image: External link] continue to St Albans[image: External link], Luton[image: External link], Luton Airport Parkway[image: External link] and Bedford[image: External link]. The fastest service from London Victoria takes 51 minutes.[151] The West Coastway Line[image: External link] serves stations to Hove[image: External link], Worthing[image: External link], Portsmouth[image: External link] and Southampton[image: External link]; and the East Coastway Line[image: External link] runs via Lewes[image: External link] to Newhaven[image: External link], Eastbourne[image: External link], Hastings[image: External link] and Ashford, Kent[image: External link], crossing the landmark London Road viaduct[image: External link] en route and providing "a dramatic high-level view" of Brighton.[151] A wider range of long-distance destinations was served until 2007–08 when rationalisation caused the ending of InterCity[image: External link] services via Kensington (Olympia)[image: External link] and Reading[image: External link] to Birmingham[image: External link], Manchester and Edinburgh[image: External link].[151] Twice-daily long-distance services to Bristol[image: External link] and Great Malvern[image: External link] are operated by Great Western Railway[image: External link] via the West Coastway Line.

Until deregulation[image: External link] in 1986, bus services in Brighton were provided by Southdown Motor Services[image: External link] and Brighton Borough Transport under a joint arrangement called "Brighton Area Transport Services". Southdown were part of the nationalised NBC[image: External link] group and were based at Freshfield Road in the Kemptown[image: External link] area; Brighton Borough Transport were owned by the council and used the former tram depot at Lewes Road as their headquarters. Joint tickets were available and revenue was shared.[152] The Brighton & Hove Bus Company[image: External link], owned by the Go-Ahead Group[image: External link] since 1993, now runs most bus services in Brighton. Its fleet has about 280 buses.[153] Compass Travel[image: External link], The Big Lemon[image: External link], Metrobus[image: External link], Stagecoach South[image: External link] and The Sussex Bus[image: External link] also operate some services to central Brighton. The city had 1,184 bus stops in 2012, 456 of which had a shelter.[154] Real-time travel information[image: External link] displays are provided at many stops.[153]

The only park and ride[image: External link] facility in Brighton is based at the Withdean Stadium[image: External link]. It does not offer a dedicated shuttle bus service: intending passengers must join the Brighton & Hove Bus Company's route 27 service to Saltdean[image: External link]—which travels via Brighton railway station, the Clock Tower[image: External link] and Old Steine[image: External link]—and pay standard fares.[155] The 20-year City Plan released in January 2013 ruled out an official park-and-ride facility, stating it would be an "inefficient use of public money, particularly in an era of declining car use". Councillors and residents in Woodingdean[image: External link] and Rottingdean[image: External link] have claimed that streets and car parks in those areas have become unofficial park-and-ride sites: drivers park for free and take buses into the city centre.[156]

Shoreham Airport[image: External link] is 9 miles (14 km) west of Brighton near the town of Shoreham-by-Sea[image: External link].[146][157] The airport has since rebranded Brighton (Shoreham) Airport.[158]

Gatwick Airport[image: External link] is 22 miles (35 km) north on the A23; and regular coach and rail services operate from Brighton to the Airport.[146]
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 See also





	
The Argus (Brighton)[image: External link] – newspaper

	Brighton in fiction[image: External link]

	
Royal Alexandra Hospital, Brighton[image: External link] – a children's hospital
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 Notes






	
^ De Tabe Glandulari, sive, De usu aquæ marinæ in morbis glandularum dissertatio (1750); translated into English in 1753 as Glandular Diseases, or a Dissertation on the Use of Sea Water in the Affections of the Glands.[28]


	
^ The name was documented as Poole in 1296 and 1497.[44]


	
^ Area of the unitary authority of Brighton and Hove.[56]


	
^ 2009 figures.[76]


	
^ Until the extension of Brighton's boundaries to include Rottingdean and Saltdean in 1928, the coastline between the Hove and Rottingdean parish boundaries measured 2.2 miles (3.5 km).[52]







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ OS Explorer map 122: Brighton and Hove. Scale: 1:25 000. Publisher:Ordnance Survey – Southampton B2 edition. Publishing Date:2009. ISBN 978 0319240816[image: External link]


	
^ "City Deal; The beginning of a great city region"[image: External link]. Brighton and Hove City Council. Retrieved 14 September 2015.


	
^ "England's best cultural cities: From Newcastle to Portsmouth, these iconic metropolises offer visitors a host of treats"[image: External link]. Daily Mail. Retrieved 10 August 2015.


	
^ "Sorry Bristol, Brighton is probably the best city in the UK – Metro News"[image: External link]. Metro. Retrieved 10 August 2015.


	
^ "Drop in Day Visitors to Brighton and Hove"[image: External link] (Research commissioned by the city council showed a 9% fall in 2015 from 10m the year before, and a 6.4% drop in related expenditure to £318m.)

	"VisitBrighton celebrates city's tourism successes"[image: External link]. Retrieved 10 August 2015.





	
^ "Brighton is most popular UK seaside destination for overseas tourists"[image: External link]. Daily Mail. Retrieved 10 August 2015.


	
^ Alexis Petridis. "Is Brighton Britain's hippest city?"[image: External link]. The Guardian. Retrieved 10 August 2015.


	
^ "Brighton: 'The Happiest Place In The UK' "[image: External link]. Sky News. Retrieved 10 August 2015.


	
^ a b c d e Salzman, L.F.[image: External link], ed. (1940). "A History of the County of Sussex: Volume 7 – The Rape of Lewes. The Borough of Brighton"[image: External link]. Victoria County History[image: External link] of Sussex. British History Online. pp. 244–263. Retrieved 27 September 2011.


	
^ a b c d Collis 2010, p. 44.


	
^ Leslie & Short 1999, pp. 32–33.


	
^ Collis 2010, p. 39.


	
^ "The Bright Helm"[image: External link]. J D Wetherspoon[image: External link] plc. 2009–2013. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 23 December 2013. Retrieved 23 December 2013.


	
^ "Brighthelm"[image: External link]. University of Sussex[image: External link]. 2013. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 23 December 2013. Retrieved 23 December 2013.


	
^ Dale 1950, pp. 10, 34.


	
^ Antram & Morrice 2008, p. 3.


	
^ a b Carder 1990, §. 16.


	
^ Sampson 1994, p. 56.


	
^ a b c d e f Carder 1990, §. 17.


	
^ "Whitehawk Camp"[image: External link]. Brighton and Hove City Council. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 8 October 2014. Retrieved 7 October 2014.


	
^ "Information derived from National Trust"[image: External link].


	
^ Current Archaeology, 13 March 2014, http://www.archaeology.co.uk/digging/fieldwork/rocky-clump-2.htm[image: External link]. Retrieved 27 April 2014.


	
^ Anglo-Saxon Chronicle[image: External link] (Parker MS) ( E-text)[image: External link]


	
^ Seldon 2002, Ch. 2.


	
^ Musgrave 1981, p. 21.


	
^ Seldon 2002, p. 32.


	
^ a b c Seldon 2002, p. 33.


	
^ Farrant, John H. (September 2011). "Oxford DNB article: Russell, Richard"[image: External link]. Oxford Dictionary of National Biography[image: External link]. Oxford University Press. doi[image: External link]: 10.1093/ref:odnb/56302[image: External link]. Retrieved 13 February 2012. (subscription or UK public library membership[image: External link] required)


	
^ Seldon 2002, p. 34.


	
^ a b Seldon 2002, pp. 34–35.


	
^ Gwynne 1990, p. 98.


	
^ Carder 1990, §. 71.


	
^ Mawer, Stenton & Gover 1930, p. 291.


	
^ "Preston Barracks, Lewes Road"[image: External link]. My Brighton & Hove. Retrieved 22 September 2016.


	
^ Carder 1990, §. 127.


	
^ Carder 1990, §. 34.


	
^ Carder 1990, p. 13


	
^ One in 69 people in Brighton and Hove is homeless: article retrieved from the Argus 1 December 2016 – Based on the Freedom of Information data there are 4,095 people sleeping rough or in emergency or temporary accommodation in the city.:http://www.theargus.co.uk/news/14939514.One_in_69_people_in_Brighton_and_Hove_is_homeless/[image: External link]


	
^ Hastings Observer (10 November 2016): (retrieved25 January 2017) Levels of deprivation across Sussex revealed by charity report: http://www.hastingsobserver.co.uk/news/politics/levels-of-deprivation-across-sussex-revealed-by-charity-report-1-7672973[image: External link]


	
^ Brighton and Hove Connected (26 April 2016) Conference Survey Statistics: http://www.bhconnected.org.uk/sites/bhconnected/files/BHC%20(16)%2002%20Briefing%20pack.pdf[image: External link]


	
^ The Argus newspaper, (retrieved 26 January 2017): Area ‘Bad To Live In’ - New study shows Brighton and Hove has some of the most deprived areas in the country: http://www.theargus.co.uk/news/13805645.display/[image: External link]


	
^ Council to open first in-house temporary housing for homeless people (retrieved 26 January 2017): http://www.brightonandhovenews.org/2017/01/19/council-to-open-first-in-house-temporary-housing-for-homeless-people/[image: External link]


	
^ a b Carder 1990, §. 15.


	
^ a b c Collis 2010, p. 246.


	
^ Dale 1976, p. 95.


	
^ Dale 1976, p. 8.


	
^ Lower 1864, p. 248.


	
^ Lower 1864, p. 247.


	
^ Carder 1990, §. 128.


	
^ a b Carder 1990, §. 56.


	
^ Leslie & Short 1999, p. 3.


	
^ a b c d e f Carder 1990, §. 43.


	
^ a b c Carder 1990, §. 40.


	
^ Brighton average sea temperature[image: External link] – seatemperature.org


	
^ Collis 2010, pp. 34–35.


	
^ a b Collis 2010, p. 35.


	
^ Salzman, L.F.[image: External link], ed. (1940). "A History of the County of Sussex: Volume 7 – The Rape of Lewes. The hundred of Whalesbone"[image: External link]. Victoria County History[image: External link] of Sussex. British History Online. p. 241. Retrieved 27 September 2011.


	
^ a b Collis 2010, p. 34.


	
^ a b Dale 1986, p. 57.


	
^ Historic England[image: External link]. "Boundary Stone Approximately 40 Metres North of Western Road, Boundary Passage, Brighton  (Grade II) (1380005)"[image: External link]. National Heritage List for England[image: External link]. Retrieved 19 August 2013.


	
^ Barnett's Official Street Plan: Brighton and Hove (Map). 1:15840. Cartography by Ordnance Survey[image: External link]. Ilford: G.I. Barnett Publishers & Cartographers. 1960. § G9,G8,H7,G7,G6,F6,F5,E4,D3,C3.


	
^ "Brighton, Kemptown"[image: External link]. UK Polling Report website. Anthony Wells. 2004–2014. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 7 October 2014. Retrieved 7 October 2014.

	"Brighton, Pavilion"[image: External link]. UK Polling Report website. Anthony Wells. 2004–2014. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 7 October 2014. Retrieved 7 October 2014.





	
^ "Ward Map"[image: External link] (PDF). Brighton and Hove City Council. August 2013. Archived[image: External link] (PDF) from the original on 6 January 2014. Retrieved 6 January 2014.


	
^ Carder 1990, §47.


	
^ Collis 2010, p. 156.


	
^ Collis 2010, pp. 341–342.


	
^ Antram & Morrice 2008, p. 72.


	
^ "Ceremonies in Brighton Town Hall"[image: External link]. Brighton & Hove City Council. 2013. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 23 December 2013. Retrieved 23 December 2013.


	
^ Collis 2010, p. 205.


	
^ Brighton Borough Council 1985, p. 51.


	
^ a b c Collis 2010, p. 113.


	
^ "Brighton ranks number 3 in UK for economic vitality"[image: External link]. Brighton & Hove Economic Partnership. 17 December 2013. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 23 December 2013. Retrieved 23 December 2013.


	
^ American Express move to new offices in 2012: http://www.theargus.co.uk/communitypages/central_brighton/news/9915514.American_Express_ready_to_move_into_new_office/[image: External link]

	Collis 2010, p. 9.





	
^ 3,000 employees move to new Amex offices:http://www.theargus.co.uk/communitypages/central_brighton/news/9915514.American_Express_ready_to_move_into_new_office/[image: External link]


	
^ "Thousands of jobs at Gatwick"[image: External link]. The Argus[image: External link]. 11 December 2012. Retrieved 11 December 2012.


	
^ a b Collis 2010, p. 56.


	
^ "IKEA fails to get Hollingbury site"[image: External link]. Brighton & Hove Economic Partnership. 9 April 2011. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 23 December 2013. Retrieved 23 December 2013.


	
^ Collis 2010, pp. 149–150.


	
^ "British Bookshops warehouse on the market"[image: External link]. Brighton & Hove Economic Partnership. 20 March 2011. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 23 December 2013. Retrieved 23 December 2013.


	
^ "Hove bus garage move offers a real win-win prize"[image: External link]. Brighton & Hove Economic Partnership. 1 June 2012. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 23 December 2013. Retrieved 23 December 2013.


	
^ a b Munford, Monty (22 September 2011). "Brighton's Silicon Beach tech cluster finally breaks shore"[image: External link]. TechCrunch. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 23 December 2013. Retrieved 23 December 2013.


	
^ Purchese, Robert (1 July 2011). "Split/Second dev Black Rock to close"[image: External link]. Eurogamer[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 23 December 2013. Retrieved 23 December 2013.


	
^ "Gamer Network"[image: External link]. Gamer Network. 2013. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 23 December 2013. Retrieved 23 December 2013.


	
^ "§. 9.2.2: Brighton Office Market". Brighton & Hove Tall Buildings Study[image: External link] (PDF) (Report) (Issue C ed.). Brighton & Hove City Council (in association with Gillespies and GVA Grimley). October 2003. p. 28. Archived[image: External link] (PDF) from the original on 23 December 2013. Retrieved 22 March 2016.


	
^ "Change of Use for Exion 27 indicates planning flexibility?"[image: External link]. Brighton & Hove Economic Partnership. 21 July 2004. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 23 December 2013. Retrieved 23 December 2013.


	
^ "Exion won't be empty for much longer"[image: External link]. The Argus[image: External link]. 16 June 2005. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 23 December 2013. Retrieved 23 December 2013.


	
^ "Churchill Square Shopping Centre: Churchill Square Food"[image: External link]. Retrieved 20 August 2007.


	
^ "London Road Regeneration"[image: External link]. Brighton and Hove City Council. Brighton and Hove City Council.


	
^ "I will never return to the pier"[image: External link]. Theargus.co.uk. 17 April 2007. Retrieved 10 May 2013.

	"Pricey on the Pier"[image: External link]. Theargus.co.uk. 9 May 2007. Retrieved 10 May 2013.

	"Pressure the pier"[image: External link]. The Argus. 14 May 2007. Retrieved 10 May 2013.





	
^ "Pier Threatens To Unplug Rival"[image: External link]. Worldwidewet.net. Retrieved 26 March 2013.


	
^ "Residents say Brighton sea views 'ruined' by 'eyesore' i360 tower set to open today"[image: External link]. Retrieved 29 September 2016.


	
^ "Home page of Volks Electric Railway Group"[image: External link]. Retrieved 20 August 2007.


	
^ "Blog post from The Virgin Backpacker"[image: External link]. Retrieved 16 December 2010.


	
^ Atkinson, Clive. Matthews, David. Savile , Andrew. Tunna , Robert. Weighill , Tim. Macdonald, Ken (1990). A Guide to the Buildings of Brighton. Saint Nicholas's Church – Church Street – Description with dates. McMillan Martin Ltd. pp. 94–11b. ISBN[image: External link]  9781869865030[image: External link].


	
^ "St. Nicholas Church – Out & About – Regency Square Area Society"[image: External link]. Retrieved 11 April 2007.


	
^ Atkinson, Clive. Matthews, David. Savile , Andrew. Tunna , Robert. Weighill , Tim. Macdonald, Ken (1990). A Guide to the Buildings of Brighton. Saint bartholomem's Church – Anne Street – Description with dates and reference to the architect. McMillan Martin Ltd. pp. 50–4G. ISBN[image: External link]  9781869865030[image: External link].


	
^ "Brighton and Hove Spiritualist Church"[image: External link]. Brighton and Hove Spiritualist Church. Retrieved 10 May 2013.


	
^ "Al-Quds Mosque"[image: External link]. Brightonmosque.com. Retrieved 10 May 2013.

	Al-Medinah Mosque. "Al Medina mosque"[image: External link]. Bhmf.org.uk. Retrieved 10 May 2013.





	
^ Welcome to the Brighton Buddhist Centre. "Brighton Buddhist Centre"[image: External link]. Brighton Buddhist Centre. Retrieved 10 May 2013.


	
^ "Brighton and Hove is country's most Godless city"[image: External link]. The Argus. 12 December 2012. Retrieved 10 May 2013.


	
^ Haines, Lester (28 January 2004). "Brighton Tops Jedi League"[image: External link]. The Register. Retrieved 10 May 2013.


	
^ Collis 2010, p. 303.


	
^ "Palace Pier Beach (Brighton)"[image: External link]. UK Beach Guide. 2014. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 8 October 2014. Retrieved 7 October 2014.


	
^ "Brighton Naturist Beach"[image: External link]. VisitBrighton. Brighton and Hove City Council. Retrieved 29 September 2015.


	
^ "The Cliffs between Black Rock and Saltdean"[image: External link]. Brighton and Hove City Council. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 8 October 2014. Retrieved 7 October 2014.


	
^ Collis 2010, p. 29.


	
^ "The Seafront"[image: External link]. Brighton and Hove City Council. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 8 October 2014. Retrieved 7 October 2014.


	
^ "Films made in the Brighton & Hove area"[image: External link]. 30 June 2009. Retrieved 30 September 2010.


	
^ Atkinson, Clive. Matthews, David. Savile , Andrew. Tunna , Robert. Weighill , Tim. Macdonald, Ken (1990). A Guide to the Buildings of Brighton. Duke of York Cinema – reference to date and description. McMillan Martin Ltd. pp. 51–4h. ISBN[image: External link]  9781869865030[image: External link].


	
^ "About Komedia Brighton"[image: External link]. Komedia Brighton. Retrieved 5 May 2016.


	
^ "Brighton Fringe Festival 2006 – Cities – VisitBritain"[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 4 August 2007. Retrieved 20 August 2007.


	
^ "Brighton Fringe Festival 2007. 5–28 May 2007."[image: External link]. Retrieved 20 August 2007.


	
^ "Brighton's White Night replaced by "fund your own festival" "[image: External link]. The Argus. Retrieved 10 August 2015.


	
^ "Brighton Zine Fest homepage"[image: External link].


	
^ "Fiery Foods Chilli festival, Brighton, 2012"[image: External link]. Fieryfoodsuk.co.uk. 16 September 2012. Retrieved 10 May 2013.


	
^ "Brighton Food Festival"[image: External link]. Brighton Food Festival. Retrieved 10 May 2013.


	
^ "ACTUAL ARTICLE TITLE BELONGS HERE!"[image: External link]. Foodiesfestivals.com. Retrieved 28 September 2013.


	
^ "WALK OF FAME"[image: External link]. WALK OF FAME. Retrieved 10 August 2015.


	
^ "Brighton Ourstory :: Brighton's history"[image: External link]. Retrieved 10 August 2015.


	
^ "Calls for Brighton's St James's Street to be pedestrianised or it will 'wither and die' "[image: External link]. The Argus. Retrieved 10 August 2015.

	"Calls for Brighton and Hove 'gay village' "[image: External link]. The Argus. Retrieved 10 August 2015.





	
^ "Brighton Pride safe 'until 2020′ under new license"[image: External link]. PinkNews. Retrieved 10 August 2015.

	"Brighton Pride a 'great success' despite arrests"[image: External link]. ITV News. Retrieved 10 August 2015.





	
^ "Trans Pride Brighton 2016"[image: External link]. TransPrideBrighton on Tumblr. Retrieved 3 July 2016.


	
^ "Brighton and Hove City Snapshot"[image: External link] (PDF). Retrieved 23 March 2016.


	
^ "Brighton 'has most gay couples' "[image: External link]. BBC News. Retrieved 10 August 2015.


	
^ "Civil Partnerships in the UK, 2013 – ONS"[image: External link]. Retrieved 10 August 2015.


	
^ Life at Sussex university[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] 3 September 2011 at the Wayback Machine[image: External link].


	
^ "Concorde 2"[image: External link]. Concorde 2. Retrieved 10 May 2013.


	
^ "Sussex University: ''Why Sussex''"[image: External link]. Sussex.ac.uk. Retrieved 10 May 2013.


	
^ Atkinson, Clive. Matthews, David. Savile , Andrew. Tunna , Robert. Weighill , Tim. Macdonald, Ken (1990). A Guide to the Buildings of Brighton. The Theatre Royal – reference to date and description. McMillan Martin Ltd. pp. 32–1G. ISBN[image: External link]  9781869865030[image: External link].


	
^ "Brighton & Hove City Council – school contact information"[image: External link]. Retrieved 20 August 2007.


	
^ "Communications Division Facts and Figures 2003–04"[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 17 June 2007. Retrieved 20 August 2007.


	
^ "University of Sussex/"[image: External link]. The Complete University Guide. Retrieved 24 October 2012.


	
^ "Top European Universities 2012-2013/"[image: External link]. The World University Rankings/. Retrieved 24 October 2012.


	
^ "Facts and figures – University of Brighton"[image: External link]. Retrieved 20 August 2007.


	
^ "South-east England, maps and directions – University of Brighton"[image: External link]. Retrieved 30 March 2009.


	
^ "Brighton State Schools/"[image: External link]. Brighton Scene. Retrieved 27 July 2013.


	
^ http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/39549523[image: External link]


	
^ "Brighton Rugby Club – Sussex, south of England"[image: External link]. Retrieved 11 April 2007.


	
^ "B&H Hockey Club"[image: External link]. Brightonandhovehockeyclub.net. Retrieved 10 May 2013.


	
^ "Brighton and Hove Pétanque Club"[image: External link].


	
^ "Brighton Swimming Club"[image: External link].


	
^ "Brighton Dolphin Swimming Club"[image: External link].


	
^ "Rugby World Cup 2015 venues"[image: External link]. The Daily Telegraph. Retrieved 9 June 2016.


	
^ Kitson, Robert (19 September 2015). "Japan beat South Africa in greatest Rugby World Cup shock ever"[image: External link]. The Guardian. Retrieved 9 June 2016.


	
^ "Transport Project Will Cut Journey Times"[image: External link]. Retrieved 25 April 2007.

	
"Brighton and Hove City Council – Major Scheme Business Case – Rapid Transport System"[image: External link] (PDF). Retrieved 25 April 2007.[permanent dead link[image: External link]]






	
^ a b c Brighton Borough Council 1985, p. 49.


	
^ Collis 2010, p. 48.


	
^ a b Brighton Borough Council 1985, p. 10.


	
^ Collis 2010, p. 273.


	
^ Vowles, Neil (6 November 2013). "Commuting effect means Brighton and Hove population drops by 2.5% every working day"[image: External link]. The Argus[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 23 December 2013. Retrieved 23 December 2013.


	
^ a b c Dolan, Siobhan (2 April 2005). "Bedside the seaside"[image: External link]. The Independent. London. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 11 June 2008. Retrieved 23 December 2013.


	
^ Brighton Borough Council 1985, pp. 48, 50.


	
^ a b "All About Us"[image: External link]. Brighton & Hove Bus Company[image: External link]. 2013. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 22 December 2013. Retrieved 22 December 2013.


	
^ Ridgway, Tim (13 August 2012). "Could Brighton and Hove buses get their own 'tube map'?"[image: External link]. The Argus[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 5 March 2013. Retrieved 5 March 2013.


	
^ "Park & Ride"[image: External link]. Brighton & Hove City Council. 2013. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 23 December 2013. Retrieved 23 December 2013.


	
^ Ridgway, Tim (6 August 2013). "Woodingdean being turned into unofficial 'park and ride' claim residents"[image: External link]. The Argus[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 23 December 2013. Retrieved 23 December 2013.


	
^ "Airport History"[image: External link]. Shoreham (Brighton City) Airport[image: External link]/Albemarle Investment Syndicates. 2012. Retrieved 13 February 2012.

	"Airport plans focus on terminal"[image: External link]. BBC News[image: External link]. 25 January 2007. Retrieved 13 February 2012.





	
^ Middleton, Kimberly (5 March 2013). "Cross channel flights take off from Brighton tomorrow"[image: External link]. The Argus[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 5 March 2013. Retrieved 5 March 2013.
















[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Bibliography






	Antram, Nicholas; Morrice, Richard (2008). Brighton and Hove. Pevsner Architectural Guides[image: External link]. London: Yale University Press. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-300-12661-7[image: External link].

	Brighton Borough Council (1985). Borough of Brighton Residents' Handbook (2nd ed.). Wallington: Home Publishing Co. Ltd.

	Carder, Timothy (1990). The Encyclopaedia of Brighton. Lewes: East Sussex County Libraries. ISBN[image: External link]  0-861-47315-9[image: External link].

	Collis, Rose (2010). The New Encyclopaedia of Brighton. (based on the original by Tim Carder) (1st ed.). Brighton: Brighton & Hove Libraries. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-9564664-0-2[image: External link].

	Dale, Antony (1950). The History and Architecture of Brighton. Brighton: Bredin & Heginbothom Ltd.

	Dale, Antony (1976). Brighton Town and Brighton People. Chichester: Phillimore & Co. ISBN[image: External link]  0-85033-219-2[image: External link].

	Dale, Antony (1986) [1951]. About Brighton: A Guide to the Buildings and Byways of Brighton and Hove (2nd Revised ed.). Brighton: The Regency Society of Brighton and Hove.

	Gwynne, Peter (1990). A History of Crawley (1st ed.). Chichester: Phillimore & Co. ISBN[image: External link]  0-85033-718-6[image: External link].

	Leslie, Kim; Short, Brian, eds. (1999). An Historical Atlas of Sussex. Chichester: Phillimore & Co. ISBN[image: External link]  1-86077-112-2[image: External link].

	Lower, Mark Antony[image: External link] (1864). "The Rivers of Sussex: Part II". Sussex Archaeological Collections. Lewes: George P. Bacon (for the Sussex Archaeological Society[image: External link]). 16.

	Mawer, A.; Stenton, F.M.; Gover, J.E.B. (1930). The Place-Names of Sussex. 2. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

	Musgrave, Clifford (1981). Life in Brighton. Rochester: Rochester Press. ISBN[image: External link]  0-571-09285-3[image: External link].

	Robinson, L.J. (1966). The Lanes of Brighton: a Brief Account of the Origins of the Ancient Town of Brighthelmstone. Brighton: The Southern Publishing Co.

	Sampson, Mark (1994). Brighton: History and Guide. Stroud: Alan Sutton Publishing. ISBN[image: External link]  0-7509-0476-3[image: External link].

	Seldon, Anthony[image: External link] (2002). Brave New City: Brighton & Hove Past, Present, Future. Lewes: Pomegranate Press. ISBN[image: External link]  0-9542587-1-1[image: External link].

	s.n.[image: External link] (1998). A selection of notes on the History of Hove and Brighton including a History of Hove street names and early maps of Hove. Brighton: Brighton & Hove Libraries.






[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





Find more aboutBrightonat Wikipedia's sister projects[image: External link]



	Definitions[image: External link] from Wiktionary

	Media[image: External link] from Commons

	News[image: External link] from Wikinews

	Texts[image: External link] from Wikisource

	Travel guide[image: External link] from Wikivoyage

	Data[image: External link] from Wikidata






	
Brighton[image: External link] at DMOZ


	"Brighton & Hove City Council"[image: External link]. Retrieved 20 August 2007.

	"Brighton from Space – Satellite image of Brighton courtesy of Google Maps"[image: External link]. Retrieved 20 August 2007.





Categories[image: External link]:

	Brighton[image: External link]

	Brighton and Hove[image: External link]

	Former non-metropolitan districts of East Sussex[image: External link]

	Market towns in East Sussex[image: External link]

	Populated coastal places in East Sussex[image: External link]

	Seaside resorts in England[image: External link]

	Towns in East Sussex[image: External link]

	Beaches of East Sussex[image: External link]

	Nude beaches[image: External link]














This page was last edited on 11 June 2017, at 05:26.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Brighton: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brighton [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Brighton [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 History

	2 Transition Town

	3 Housing

	4 Brixton Market

	5 Culture

	6 Religious sites

	7 Policing, drugs and crime

	8 In popular culture

	9 Transport

	10 Notable people

	11 References

	12 External links





Brixton






For other places with the same name, see Brixton (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Brixton is a district of south[image: External link] London[image: External link], England, within the London Borough of Lambeth[image: External link]. The area is identified in the London Plan[image: External link] as one of 35 major centres in Greater London[image: External link].[3]

Brixton is mainly residential with a prominent street market and substantial retail sector.[4] It is a multiethnic community, with a large percentage of its population being of Caribbean descent.[5] It lies within Inner[image: External link] south London[image: External link] and is bordered by Stockwell[image: External link], Clapham[image: External link], Streatham[image: External link], Camberwell[image: External link], Tulse Hill[image: External link] and Herne Hill[image: External link].[6] The district houses the main offices of the London Borough of Lambeth.[7]

Brixton is 2.7 miles (4.3 km) south-southwest of the geographical centre of London[image: External link] near Lambeth North tube station[image: External link].[8][9]



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History
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 Until the mid-20th century




The name Brixton is thought to originate from Brixistane, meaning the stone of Brixi, a Saxon[image: External link] lord. Brixi is thought to have erected a boundary stone to mark the meeting place of the ancient hundred court[image: External link] of Surrey[image: External link]. The location is unknown but is thought to be at the top of Brixton Hill[image: External link], at a road known at the time as Bristow or Brixton Causeway, long before any settlement in the area. Brixton marks the rise from the marshes[image: External link] of North Lambeth[image: External link] up to the hills of Upper Norwood[image: External link] and Streatham[image: External link]. At the time the River Effra[image: External link] flowed from its source in Upper Norwood[image: External link] through Herne Hill[image: External link] to Brixton. At Brixton the river was crossed by low bridges for Roman roads[image: External link] to the south coast of Britain, now Brixton Road and Clapham Road. The main roads were connected through a network of medieval country lanes, such as Acre Lane, Coldharbour Lane, Brixton Water Lane and Lyham Road, formerly Black Lane. It was only at the end of the 18th century that villages and settlements formed around Brixton, as the original woodland was gradually reduced until the area was covered in farmland[image: External link] and market gardens[image: External link] known for game and strawberries.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The area remained undeveloped until the beginning of the 19th century, the main settlements being near Stockwell[image: External link], Brixton Hill[image: External link] and Coldharbour Lane[image: External link]. With the opening of Vauxhall Bridge[image: External link] in 1816, improved access to Central London[image: External link] led to a process of suburban development. The largest single development, and one of the last in suburban character, was Angell Town, laid out in the 1850s on the east side of Brixton Road[image: External link], and so named after a family that owned land in Lambeth[image: External link] from the late 17th century until well into the 20th.[10]

One of a few surviving windmills[image: External link] in London, built in 1816, is just off Brixton Hill and surrounded by houses built during Brixton's Victorian[image: External link] expansion. When the London sewerage system was constructed during the mid-19th century, its designer Sir Joseph Bazalgette[image: External link] incorporated flows from the River Effra[image: External link], which used to flow through Brixton, into his 'high-level interceptor sewer', also known as the Effra sewer.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Brixton was transformed into a middle class suburb between the 1860s and 1890s. Railways linked Brixton with the centre of London when the Chatham Main Line[image: External link] was built through the area by the London, Chatham and Dover Railway[image: External link] in the 1860s. In 1880, Electric Avenue[image: External link] was so named after it became the first street in London to be lit by electricity[image: External link]. In this time, large expensive houses were constructed along the main roads in Brixton, which were converted into flats and boarding houses at the start of the 20th century as the middle classes were replaced by an influx of the working classes.

By 1925, Brixton attracted thousands of new people. It housed the largest shopping centre in South London[image: External link] at the time, as well as a thriving market, cinemas, pubs and a theatre. In the 1920s, Brixton was the shopping capital of South London with three large department stores and some of the earliest branches of what are now Britain's major national retailers. Today, Brixton Road is the main shopping area, fusing into Brixton Market[image: External link]. A prominent building on Brixton High Street (at 472–488 Brixton Road) is Morleys, an independent department store established in the 1920s.[11]

On the western boundary of Brixton with Clapham stands the Sunlight Laundry, an Art Deco[image: External link] factory building. Designed by architect F.E. Simpkins and erected in 1937, this is one of the few art deco buildings that is still owned by the firm that commissioned it and is still used for its original purpose.

The Brixton area was bombed during World War II[image: External link], contributing to a severe housing crisis, which in turn led to urban decay[image: External link]. This was followed by slum clearances and the building of council housing[image: External link]. In the 1940s and 1950s, many immigrants, particularly from the West Indies[image: External link], settled in Brixton.[10] More recent immigrants include a large Portuguese[image: External link] community (see Little Portugal[image: External link]) and other European citizens. Brixton also has an increasingly ageing population, which affects housing strategies in the area.[12]
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 1948: The Windrush generation




See also: British African-Caribbean community[image: External link] and Empire Windrush[image: External link]


The first wave of immigrants (492 individuals) that formed the British African-Caribbean community[image: External link] arrived in 1948 at Tilbury Docks[image: External link] on the MV Empire Windrush[image: External link] from Jamaica[image: External link] and were temporarily housed in the Clapham South deep shelter. The nearest Labour Exchange ( Jobcentre[image: External link]) was on Coldharbour Lane, Brixton, and the new arrivals spread out into local accommodation.[14][15][16]

Many immigrants only intended to stay in Britain for a few years, but although a number returned to the Caribbean, the majority remained to settle permanently.[14] The arrival of the passengers has become an important landmark in the history of modern Britain, and the image of West Indians[image: External link] filing off its gangplank has come to symbolise the beginning of modern British multicultural society.[14] In 1998 the area in front of the Tate Library in Brixton was renamed "Windrush Square[image: External link]" to mark the 50th anniversary of the arrival of the Windrush.[10]
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 1980s: Riots after police actions and Scarman Report




Main articles: 1981 Brixton riot[image: External link], 1985 Brixton riot[image: External link], and Scarman report[image: External link]


Brixton was the scene of riots in April 1981[image: External link] at a time when Brixton underwent deep social and economic problems—high unemployment, high crime, poor housing, no amenities[image: External link]—in a predominantly African-Caribbean community[image: External link].[17] The Metropolitan Police[image: External link] began Operation Swamp 81 at the beginning of April, aimed at reducing street crime[image: External link], largely through the repeated use of the so-called sus law[image: External link], which allowed police officers to stop and search any individual on the grounds of mere "suspicion" of possible wrongdoing. Plain clothes police officers were dispatched into Brixton, and within five days almost 1,000 people were stopped and searched under this law.[18] There was intense local indignation at this, since the vast majority of those stopped by the police were young black men. The riot resulted in almost 279 injuries to police and 45 injuries to members of the public,[19] more than a hundred vehicles were burned (including 56 police vehicles), and almost 150 buildings were damaged, with 30 burned. There were 82 arrests. Reports suggested that up to 5,000 people were involved in the riot.[20]

Following the 1981 Brixton riot[image: External link] the Government commissioned a public inquiry into the riot headed by Lord Scarman[image: External link]. The subsequent Scarman report[image: External link] was published in November 1981 and found unquestionable evidence of the disproportionate and indiscriminate use of 'stop and search' powers by the police against black people. The report made a number of recommendations and led to a new code for police behaviour in the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984[image: External link] and the creation of an independent Police Complaints Authority[image: External link] in 1985.[21] The 1999 Macpherson Report[image: External link], an investigation into the murder of Stephen Lawrence[image: External link], found that recommendations of the 1981 Scarman report[image: External link] had been ignored and concluded that the police force was "institutionally racist[image: External link]".[22]

The 1985 Brixton riot[image: External link] followed the police shooting of a local black woman, Dorothy 'Cherry' Groce, after the police had entered her house looking for her son Michael Groce[image: External link]. Although the Brixton area subsequently saw pioneering community policing[image: External link] initiatives, the continued death of young black men in police custody (and in one case the death of a man pointing a fake gun at people) coupled with general distrust of the police led to smaller scale protests through the 1990s.
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 1990s




The 1995 riots[image: External link] were initially sparked by the death of a black man (Wayne Douglas) in police custody and occurred in an atmosphere of discontent about the gentrification[image: External link] of Brixton.

Former Prime Minister John Major[image: External link]'s own childhood roots in Brixton were used in a campaign poster during the Conservative Party[image: External link]'s 1992 election campaign: "What does the Conservative Party offer a working class kid from Brixton? They made him Prime Minister."[23]

On 17 April 1999 neo-nazi[image: External link] bomber David Copeland[image: External link] planted a nail bomb in Electric Avenue[image: External link], which exploded on a market day by the Iceland supermarket[image: External link] at the junction with Brixton Road[image: External link] (Brixton High Street). Copeland was sentenced to six concurrent life sentences in June 2000. The Brixton bombing is reported to have targeted the black community in Brixton. Copeland also bombed Brick Lane[image: External link], the heart of East London's Bangladeshi[image: External link] and Asian community, and the Admiral Duncan pub[image: External link] in Soho[image: External link], London, frequented predominantly by the gay community. The BBC reports that Copeland intended to ignite a race war across Britain with his bombing campaign.[24] A 2009 play about the events, The First Domino[image: External link], was written by one victim in the Soho attack.[25]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 JayDay Cannabis Festival




From 2001 to 2004, Brockwell Park[image: External link] hosted the annual Cannabis Festival, or JayDay, organised by the Cannabis Coalition. The police reportedly maintained a low profile, tolerating the smoking of cannabis[image: External link].[26][27] In 2005 the London Borough of Lambeth rejected the application for a further Cannabis Festival on the following grounds:


"While Lambeth Council supports freedom of speech and the right to take part in a legitimate campaign, the council cannot condone illegal activities such as cannabis use and drug pushing – both of which have taken place at a previous festival held by the Cannabis Coalition. Indeed council officers monitoring the event in the past were approached by drug dealers who offered them drugs."[28]
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 Gentrification




There is debate regarding whether Brixton's recent renaissance is regeneration or gentrification[image: External link].[29] Some believe the area has slowly undergone a process of gentrification since the 1990s and has resulted in many wealthy middle-class individuals taking advantage of the area's location and the thriving Bohemian[image: External link] art scene. However, others argue that the area is undergoing exciting regeneration.[30][31][32] In recent years Brixton has hosted a regular farmers' market on Station Road, as well as Pop-up restaurants[image: External link] and pop-up shops. New art galleries, delicatessens, bars, cafes and vintage clothing stores, particularly in and around Brixton Village Market have also opened, which some believe is gentrifying the area in a similar way to that in nearby Clapham[image: External link].[33]

Brixton was awarded The Great Neighbourhood Award 2013 (covering the UK and Ireland) by The Academy of Urbanism.[34]

In April 2015, a Reclaim Brixton protest was held by local residents and activists.
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 Transition Town




Brixton was one of the first inner-city based 'Transition Town[image: External link]' projects in the UK.[35] Brockwell Park[image: External link] hosts the now annual Urban Green Fair, first held in summer 2007.[36]
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 Brixton Pound




The Brixton Pound was first trialled at Transition Town Brixton's 'Local Economy Day' 19 June 2008. It was then launched on 17 September 2009 by Transition Town Brixton.[37] The Brixton Pound is a local currency[image: External link] that is available as an alternative to the pound sterling[image: External link].[38] The first trading day of the Brixton Pound was on 18 September 2009 with 80 local businesses accepting the currency.[39] Other towns in the UK that use their own currency include Bristol, Totnes in Devon, Stroud in Gloucestershire and Lewes in Sussex.

The Brixton Pound aims to boost the local economy and build a mutual support system amongst independent businesses by tying local shoppers to local shops and by encouraging local shops to source goods and services locally.[39] The notes are available in B£1, B£5, B£10 and B£20 denominations and depict local celebrities such as the community activist Olive Morris[image: External link] and the environmentalist James Lovelock[image: External link]. Lambeth council has endorsed the project[39] which the New Economics Foundation[image: External link] helped to develop.[40]

On 29 September 2011, the Brixton Pound launched an electronic version of the currency where users can pay by text message.

A second issue of the paper currency was launched, featuring a new set of well-known people with Brixton connections: On the B£1, the Black Cultural Archives[image: External link] founder Len Garrison[image: External link], on the B£5, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]' Luol Deng[image: External link], David Bowie on the B£10 and on the B£20, World War II secret agent Violette Szabo[image: External link].

The reverse of the notes, designed by Brixton agency This Ain't Rock'n'Roll, feature notable local landmarks such as the Stockwell Skatepark[image: External link], public art on Electric Avenue[image: External link], Nuclear Dawn – one of the Brixton murals[image: External link] – and the Stirling Prize-winning Evelyn Grace Academy[image: External link]. All four notes feature a design motif inspired by Coldharbour Lane's Southwyck House (or "Barrier Block").
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Brixton is home to six large housing estates: Stockwell Park Estate off Stockwell and Brixton Roads respectively; Myatt's Fields South[image: External link] and North off Vassall Road; Angell Town off Brixton Road on the boundary with Camberwell; Loughborough in the centre of Brixton; Moorlands Estate, situated off Coldharbour Lane; St Matthew's, located in the fork between Brixton Hill and Effra Road; Tulse Hill Estate a little further south of St. Matthews.[5] The six estates account for a large part of the Brixton residence.[4]

Estates like the Stockwell Park Estate and the Angell Town Estate were originally designed to accommodate high-level walkways which were envisaged to link the whole of Brixton. The ground-floor garages of these estates have proved to be a major security problem.[12] The Somerleyton Estate is dominated by Southwyck House[image: External link] (known locally as "Barrier Block"), a large horseshoe-shaped brick and concrete 1970s structure that backs onto Coldharbour Lane. The 176-apartment block was originally constructed in this shape to provide a noise barrier[image: External link] against Ringway 1[image: External link], a proposed inner-London motorway that was planned to pass through Brixton and Camberwell, later abandoned.[41]

Some housing estates have been linked with urban decay[image: External link] and crime. New gates and iron bars have been constructed for the Loughborough Estate around Loughborough Road and Minet Road in response to a number of murders around the estate. The Loughborough Estate is home to more than 3,000 families and a mix of 1940s low-rise buildings and 1960s/1970s tower blocks and houses.[5] Problems of urban decay have been reported around Loughborough Junction[image: External link], the catchment area for Loughborough Estate, the Angell Town Estate and the Moorlands Estate.[42]
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Brixton still features some grand Victorian housing.[5] As bridges were built across the Thames[image: External link] in the early 19th century those working in the City of London[image: External link] and the London West End[image: External link] moved to south London. The earliest built development was in Washway, now Brixton Road. With the enclosing of the Manor of Lambeth, owned by the Archbishop of Canterbury[image: External link], in 1806 and the opening of Vauxhall Bridge[image: External link] in 1816 development of terraced houses[image: External link] and detached villas started to line the main roads. St Matthew's Church in the centre of Brixton was consecrated in 1824, indicating a sizeable population by this time. The Rush Common enclosure stipulations dictated that the large terraced and detached houses that were built along the main roads were set back from the road, allowing for generous gardens. The windmill was erected in 1816 by John Ashby on Brixton Hill[image: External link] and the Surrey House of Correction[image: External link], later Brixton prison, was established in 1819.[43]
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Main article: Brixton Market[image: External link]


With the arrival of the railway[image: External link] in Brixton in the 1870s a building boom set in and Brixton developed into a major shopping centre. The first purpose-built department store[image: External link], Bon Marché, was opened on Brixton Road in 1877 and Electric Avenue[image: External link] was one of the first shopping arcades to have electric lighting. The now famous Brixton Market[image: External link] began in Atlantic Road and was moved to Station Road in the 1920s to ease traffic congestion.[43] Brixton Market[image: External link] is open every day, selling a range of Afro-Caribbean products and reflects other communities in the local area with Indian and Vietnamese[image: External link] supermarkets and South American butchers amongst the shops and stalls.[citation needed[image: External link]]. London Farmers' Markets opened a farmers market[image: External link] on Brixton Station Road in September 2009. It is open every Sunday from 10am-2pm.
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Main article: Brixton murals[image: External link]


After the riots in 1981 a series of murals[image: External link] were funded by the council. The murals portray nature, politics, community and ideas. The surviving murals include the Brixton Academy Mural (Stockwell Park Walk) by Stephen Pusey (1982) showing a mixed group of young people, intended to portray the natural harmony that could be found between children of mixed backgrounds in the local schools.
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The Ritzy Cinema[image: External link], Coldharbour Lane, is a formerly independent cinema now owned by Picturehouse Cinemas[image: External link]. The building was designed as the Electric Pavilion in 1910 by E. C. Homer and Lucas, one of England's first purpose-built cinemas.[44]

Brixton has a significant clubbing[image: External link] and live music scene. Large venues include Brixton Academy, Electric Brixton[image: External link] and Mass at St Matthew's Church. A range of smaller venues such as The Prince Albert, The Prince / DexClub, The Windmill[image: External link], The Dogstar, Jamm[image: External link], The Telegraph, Plan B, Hootananny, The 414, The Effra Tavern, Upstairs at the Ritzy, and The Grosvenor are a major part of London's live music scene.[45] The Brixton Splash is an annual one-day street party held since 2006. The event is community run, showcasing local talent and celebrating the cultural diversity and history of Brixton.[46]

Brixton is also home to a 1970s purpose-built skatepark[image: External link], named Stockwell Skatepark[image: External link], but known locally as Brixton Beach after graffiti on the north wall of the park.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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In recent years Brixton has been at the forefront of UK Grime[image: External link]/Hip hop[image: External link] and Road Rap[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Brixton Synagogue at 49 Effra Road opened in 1913 and closed in 1986, with the congregation then amalgamating with the nearby Streatham Synagogue. The front of the building still exists.[47]
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Brixton lies within the Anglican Diocese of Southwark[image: External link].[48] The grade II* listed St Matthew's Church[image: External link], located on Brixton Green, was built in 1822 by the architect C. F. Porden in the Greek Revival[image: External link] style.[49] It is one of the "Waterloo churches[image: External link]" built to celebrate Britain's victory at the Battle of Waterloo[image: External link]. St. Saviour's Church was a location filming site of Alfred Hitchcock's The Man Who Knew Too Much[image: External link] in 1955, identified in the film as Ambrose Chapel.

The 1868 parish church of St Jude, located on Dulwich Road, was designed by the architect John Kirk of Woolwich[image: External link]. It closed in 1975, and the parish merged with St Matthew's. The church building is today used as business premises by a publishing company.[50]

Christ Church on Brixton Road[image: External link] is an Art Nouveau[image: External link] and Byzantine[image: External link]-style Grade II* listed building built in 1902 by Beresford Pite[image: External link],[51] and St Paul's church on Ferndale Road was originally built in 1958 as a Seventh-day Adventist[image: External link] church by John Soper.

Corpus Christi Church[image: External link] in Brixton comes under the remit of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Southwark[image: External link].[52]
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Main article: Brixton Mosque[image: External link]


The Masjid ibn Taymeeyah[image: External link], or Brixton Mosque and Islamic Cultural Centre, is located in Gresham Road, close to Brixton Police Station. The mosque has facilities for both men and women and space for 400 worshippers during prayer.[53] Opened in 1990 it is one of the oldest mosques in South London. The mosque provides religious, social and financial support to its members.[54]

The mosque made international headlines when it was reported that Richard Reid[image: External link], the so-called "shoe bomber", had attended the mosque. Abdul Haqq Baker, chairman of Brixton Mosque, told the BBC that Reid came to the mosque to learn about Islam but soon fell in with what he called "more extreme elements".[55] Zacarias Moussaoui[image: External link], who was convicted of conspiring to kill citizens of the USA as part of 11 September 2001, terrorist attacks, made his initial steps into radical indoctrination in Brixton Mosque, where he met Reid, though he was expelled from the mosque after he turned up wearing combat fatigues and a backpack, and pressured the cleric to give him information on joining the jihad[image: External link]. Abdullah el-Faisal[image: External link], a radical Muslim cleric who preached in the UK until imprisoned for stirring up hatred and later deported to Jamaica in 2007, was associated with the Brixton Mosque and began preaching to crowds of up to 500 people, but was ousted by its Salafi[image: External link] administration in 1993.[56][56] Afterward, he gave a lecture he called The Devil's Deception of the Saudi Salafis, scorning the Salafi[image: External link] Muslims (especially the members of the Brixton Mosque), calling them hypocrites and apostates[image: External link] ( takfir[image: External link]).[57]

Brixton was a site of a conference after the London bombings[image: External link], at which local Muslims condemned all use of terror and indiscriminate killing. Footage of the conference was included in a six-part ITV series called Mosque. It included local Muslims talking about the discrimination they face from people not able to differentiate between Muslims and terrorists, and the local Brixton community, on the whole, is described as welcoming towards Muslims.[58][unreliable source?[image: External link]]
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Main article: 1981 Brixton riot[image: External link]


Before the 1981 riot was the centre of "Operation Swamp 81" aimed at reducing street crime[image: External link] mainly through the heavy use of the so-called sus law[image: External link], which allowed police to stop and search individuals on the basis of a mere "suspicion" of wrongdoing. Plainclothes[image: External link] police officers were dispatched into Brixton, and in five days almost 1,000 people were stopped and searched. The local community was not consulted about the operation and tensions between the black community and the police on the streets of Brixton reached breaking point. Local residents complained about young, inexperienced police officers being sent on the streets, provoking confrontation.[59]
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Main article: Yardies[image: External link]


In 2003 The Independent reported that around 200 "hardcore Yardies" are based in Lambeth, some operating as members of "Firehouse Posse" or Brixton's "Kartel Crew".[60] Yardies were historically associated with Jamaican immigrants and had a recognised stronghold in Brixton. Parts of Brixton were referred to as "Little Tivoli" after "Tivoli Gardens", a notorious "garrison community" in Jamaica ruled by gunmen.[61][62] In 1999 a scandal broke over Metropolitan Police[image: External link] detectives allowing two known Jamaican Yardies to stay in Britain as an intelligence tool. Eaton Green[image: External link], one of the Yardies, escaped bail in Jamaica in 1991 and settled in Brixton, dealing in crack cocaine[image: External link]. Three months later Green was arrested by a Brixton constable, Steve Barker, and became a paid informer. Green provided intelligence about Yardie activity for two years, continuing the use of firearms and the dealing of crack throughout this time.[63]

Several gangs are headquartered in the Brixton area. The "Murderzone" (MZ) gang, which is involved in illegal drug dealing, hail from the Somerleyton Estate.[64] The "Poverty Driven Children"/"Pil dem crew" ( PDC[image: External link]) are located in the Angell Town and Loughborough Junction area.[65][66] "Organised Crime" (OC), a gang linked with various shootings and an ongoing rivalry with the Peckham Boys[image: External link], are based in the Myatts Field Estate.[67][68] "Guns and Shanks"/"Grind and Stack"/"Grip and Shoot" (GAS) is located mainly in Angell Town.[69]

In 2011, five of the most prominent members of the GAS Gang — Ricardo Giddings, Helder Demorais, Jamal Moore, Shaquille Haughton and Kyle Kinghorn — were sentenced to a total of 76 years in prison for the murder of rival gang member, fifteen-year-old Zac Olumegbon.[70]

Members of local gangs are mostly in their late teens or early 20s, with gang leaders usually being childhood friends. Brought up in some of London's poorest areas some gang members reportedly move from house to house on an almost nightly basis, making it hard to track them. According to the Metropolitan Police[image: External link], these youth gangs are far from organised criminal masterminds; however, they continue to evade the police and have been responsible for numerous offences of homicide. Operation Trident[image: External link] officers stated that it is a "struggle" to persuade local people to testify, because of fear of reprisals. Trident officers stated that some gang members were "inept at handling powerful guns", and that gangs have machine guns, 9 mm. According to the detective many of the deactivated guns are shipped in from the Balkans and then reactivated.[71]
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Some media commentators persistently call Brixton "the drugs capital of London".[72] Val Shawcross[image: External link], Labour representative on the London Assembly[image: External link] for Lambeth and Southwark, runs a "Brixton Drug Crime" campaign and she states on her website:


I have been raising the disgraceful state of Brixton and the existence of an open drugs market in the centre – with the Council, Mayor and the Metropolitan police... The police, the Drugs and Firearms Unit and Transport Operational Unit officers have been undertaking long-term surveillance of the area (Brixton Town Centre) culminating in a three-day operation at the end of June to arrest those dealing Class A drugs... The police will be carrying out continuing covert operations in Brixton and patrolling with drug detection dogs. This is a long-term crackdown with the aim on cleaning the dealers out of Brixton.(retrieved July 2008)[73]



For many decades, Brixton has had a reputation for cannabis[image: External link] use and the BBC has quoted a local resident as saying "People have always smoked cannabis in Brixton – everyone knows that, people have walked down the street smoking spliffs for years." This reputation was amplified by the "softly softly" police approach to cannabis that was piloted in Brixton in 2001 to 2005. Concerns were raised about "drug tourism" to the area.[42] The "softly-softly" pilot occurred in the context of a wider debate in Britain about the classification of cannabis. Despite the pilot being stopped and replaced by a "no deal" policy, the Metropolitan Police[image: External link] was in favour of a reclassification of cannabis from class B to class C. Cannabis was officially reclassified in Britain from a class B down to a class C drug in early 2004. In January 2009 the UK government reclassified cannabis back to a class B drug.[74][75][76]
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In 2001 Brixton became subject of newspaper headlines due to the implementation of a pilot cannabis[image: External link] programme, also known as the "softly softly" approach, initiated by Brian Paddick[image: External link], then Police Commander[image: External link] for the London Borough of Lambeth[image: External link]. Police officers were instructed not to arrest or charge people who were found to be in possession of cannabis[image: External link]. They were instead to issue on-the-spot warnings and confiscate the drugs. Although Paddick is credited with the idea, the pilot programme was sanctioned by the Commissioner of Police of the Metropolis[image: External link], Sir John Stevens[image: External link]. Paddick asserts that he implemented the policy because he wanted his officers to deal with cannabis quickly and informally so that they could concentrate on heroin and crack cocaine[image: External link] offences, and street robbery and burglary, which were affecting the quality of life in Lambeth to a greater extent.[77] The pilot was ended December 2005 and was replaced by a so-called "no deal" policy on cannabis in Brixton following complaints about increasing numbers of dealers openly selling the drug.[78]

Paddick was a sergeant on the front line during the 1981 Brixton riot[image: External link],[79] an experience which shaped his attitudes about confrontational police action and strengthened his belief in community policing[image: External link].[80] In December 2000 he was appointed Police Commander[image: External link] for the London Borough of Lambeth[image: External link] where he worked until December 2002,[81] fulfilling his ambition of becoming head of policing in Brixton.[82] Paddick gained much support from the local community for his approach to policing and addressed a rally in his support in March 2002, leading Dominic Casciani from the BBC to comment:


If someone had said just five years ago that black, white, young and old, straight and gay, liberal and anarchist would all be standing together giving a standing ovation to a police commander in Brixton, people might have said they had smoked one spliff too many.[83]
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In June 1998 gun crime in Brixton was reported on widely in connection with the linked murders of Avril Johnson and Michelle Carby, in Brixton and Stratford respectively. Both women were shot in their respective homes in separate, but connected, attacks; in addition, both victims were shot in the head.[84] In 2008 Tony Thompson, a former Time Out[image: External link] news editor, reported that "Gun crime began to escalate following a series of South London gang executions in the late 1990s." Thompson states that "Previous Met operations were seen as putting down the black community. Trident, from the start, was intelligence-led and had strong links with the black community."[85]

In 2001 the Metropolitan Police raised concerns over rapidly increasing gun crime in London. At the time Lambeth had the highest rate of robberies in London. In July 2001 two armed police officers shot dead black 29-year-old Derek Bennett in Brixton, Angell Town Estate, after Bennett brandished a gun-shaped cigarette lighter. The verdict of the subsequent inquest ruled that Bennett had been "lawfully killed", the verdict was upheld in a subsequent appeal.[86][87][88]

In December 2004 Operation Trident officers and armed officers were assisting Lambeth police in a number of stop and search operations targeting "suspected gunmen or vehicles that have been associated with firearms" and called "Operation Trident Swoop" by the police. The Metropolitan Police hoped that "the searches will deter suspects from carrying weapons and prevent shootings taking place, as well as possibly recovering weapons and leading to arrests."[89] Superintendent Jerry Savill, Lambeth Police has responsibility for policing in the Brixton area, stated:


This operation is aimed very specifically at people we have information to suggest may be involved in gun crime or other offences. We want to send out a very clear message to those who carry guns in Lambeth, don't. It is time to stop the vast majority of people in this borough feeling afraid to be on the street and make it the gunmen who are fearful of their community helping the police to arrest them.[89]



In September 2006 Brixton was the scene of a widely reported shooting, involving two boys being shot in the packed McDonald's on Brixton Road/Acre Lane.[90]

In 2007 firearm offences rose by 4 per cent in London, totalling 3,459 "gun-enabled" crimes, including 30 gun murders of which nine victims were aged 18 or under. A series of gun crimes in the Brixton, Clapham and Streatham, including the Murders of three boys in one week, lead some media commentators to call the area "gun capital".[91]
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References to Brixton in song started with the release of "Whoppi King" by Laurel Aitken[image: External link] in 1968 and "Brixton Cat" by Dice the Boss in 1969. This was later followed in August 1975 by a popular novelty song written and sung by Geraint Hughes and Jeff Calvert (who billed themselves as "Typically Tropical[image: External link]"): two white men who told the story of a Brixton bus-driver "going to Barbados[image: External link]" with "Coconut Airways" to escape the rain of London.


	The 1979 punk song "The Guns of Brixton[image: External link]" by The Clash[image: External link] deals with law enforcement violence in Brixton. Written by the group's bass player Paul Simonon[image: External link], who grew up in Brixton, it had a strong reggae influence.

	
Sex Gang Children[image: External link], a post-punk band who are attributed with pioneering the goth movement, were formed and based in Brixton in the early 1980s.

	
Andi Sex Gang[image: External link] lived in Brixton for many years.

	Before a Jam[image: External link] gig, well-known punk band The Misfits[image: External link] were involved in a fight and thrown into Brixton Prison[image: External link], which led them to write their song "London Dungeon".

	
Sneakbo[image: External link], rapper

	
Big Narstie[image: External link], rapper

	
Eddy Grant[image: External link]'s 1982 album Killer on the Rampage[image: External link] contains his hit song "Electric Avenue[image: External link]", a reference to the well known shopping street in central Brixton, which was one of the first in the UK to have electric street lighting installed (when Brixton's character was very different). The song evokes images of poverty, violence and misery but also celebrates the energising vibe of the area.

	Simple Minds mention "Get out of Bombay... go up to Brixton" in their 1984 song 'Up on the Catwalk'.

	The song "Journey to the Centre of Brixton" by R.O.C.[image: External link]


	The song "Brixton, Bronx ou Baixada" by Brazilian rock-reggae band O Rappa[image: External link], tells about social differences.

	The song "And God Created Brixton" features on the Carter USM[image: External link] album A World Without Dave. It mentions many of the most famous landmarks in the community including The Ritzy cinema and the prison.

	The subject of Maxi Priest[image: External link]'s 1990 hit song "Close to You[image: External link]" is from Brixton.

	
Amy Winehouse's song "Me and Mr Jones" features a reference to Brixton.

	California punk[image: External link] band Rancid[image: External link] wrote a song called "Brixton" that appeared on the Rock Stars Kill compilation, and later on B Sides and C Sides[image: External link].

	The electronic band Chase and Status[image: External link] collaborated with Cee-Lo Green[image: External link] on their record Brixton Briefcase, which features on the album No More Idols[image: External link].

	In the track "Buckingham Palace" on rapper Canibus[image: External link]' 1998 debut album Can-I-Bus[image: External link], Brixton is mentioned in the lyrical line "From Brixton to Clapham Common[image: External link], my lyrics invade Europe like Josef Stalin[image: External link], I murder n***** for rhymin".

	
Robbie Williams[image: External link] mentions "moving bricks to Brixton" in his 2012 song "Candy"[image: External link].
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 Film and television





	Director Richard Parry's 2001 film South West Nine (SW9), whose name refers to the postcode covering much of central Brixton, was shot here. Confusingly, this postcode is officially that of Stockwell[image: External link] – although the northern part of Brixton falls within the boundary – whereas SW2[image: External link] (the Brixton Hill sorting office) also covers Tulse Hill[image: External link] A204 road[image: External link], Streatham Hill[image: External link] and Brixton Hill[image: External link].

	Sarah Manning, a fictional character from Orphan Black[image: External link], the BBC America Series, was from Brixton.
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Brixton is served by London Buses[image: External link] routes 2[image: External link], 3[image: External link], 35[image: External link], 37[image: External link], 45[image: External link], 57[image: External link], 59[image: External link], 109[image: External link], 118[image: External link], 133[image: External link], 137[image: External link], 159[image: External link], 196[image: External link], 201[image: External link], 250[image: External link], 322[image: External link], 333[image: External link], 345[image: External link], 355[image: External link], 415[image: External link], 417[image: External link], 432[image: External link], P4[image: External link], P5[image: External link], N2[image: External link], N3[image: External link], N35[image: External link], N109[image: External link], N133[image: External link] and N137[image: External link].
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The nearest station is Brixton[image: External link] on the Victoria[image: External link] line.
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The nearest station is Brixton[image: External link] for Southeastern[image: External link] services towards London Victoria[image: External link] and Orpington[image: External link].
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 Road Network




Brixton is located on several main roads. The A203[image: External link], A204[image: External link] and A2217[image: External link] links the area to Vauxhall Bridge[image: External link] and the A23[image: External link] London to Brighton road runs through the area from the north to the south. Brixton was due to be a major interchange of the South Cross Route[image: External link], part of the London Ringways[image: External link] plan, which was cancelled in the 1970s.
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 Cross River Tram




Transport for London[image: External link] proposed to build the Cross River Tram[image: External link] from Camden Town[image: External link] to Brixton via central London, but this project was abandoned in 2008 due to lack of funding.
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Main article: List of people from Lambeth[image: External link]


Three people who have lived in Brixton have blue plaques[image: External link] marking their former homes:


	
Havelock Ellis[image: External link], pioneer sexologist lived at Dover Mansions on Canterbury Crescent[93]


	
C. L. R. James[image: External link], the writer and black political activist, lived in Railton Road[image: External link],[94] above the offices of Race Today[image: External link].[95]


	
Dan Leno[image: External link] (1860–1904), an English music hall[image: External link] comedian famous for his drag acts (56 Akerman Road).



Other notable people with Brixton connections include:


	
David Bowie was born at 40 Stansfield Road, Brixton.

	Former London Mayor Ken Livingstone[image: External link] grew up and lived for many years in Brixton.

	Former British Prime Minister John Major[image: External link] spent part of his childhood in a two-room flat off Coldharbour Lane living with his father, former Music Hall[image: External link] performer Tom Major-Ball[image: External link]. Although now in Brixton,[ dubious[image: External link] – discuss[image: External link]] the address at the time was in Camberwell prior to a minor boundary change. He then moved to a house on Burton Road, having been born in Worcester Park[image: External link], Sutton[image: External link]. He began his political career as a local Lambeth Councillor while still living in the area.[96]


	
Max Wall[image: External link], comedian and music hall performer, was born in Brixton.

	
Freddie Davies[image: External link], the "parrot-faced" comedian and actor, was born in Brixton in 1937.

	
Poly Styrene[image: External link], the singer of the band X-Ray Spex[image: External link], was born in Bromley in 1957 but grew up in Brixton.[97]


	
Danny Williams[image: External link], heavyweight boxer, was born in Brixton

	
Paul Simonon[image: External link] and Mick Jones[image: External link] of The Clash[image: External link] are both from Brixton.

	
Drum and bass[image: External link] producer Dillinja[image: External link] is from Brixton.

	Screenwriter, director Daniel Mulloy[image: External link] was born in Brixton.

	The band Alabama 3[image: External link] were formed in Brixton.

	
Linton Kwesi Johnson[image: External link] the poet is a long-time Brixton resident

	
House music[image: External link] duo Basement Jaxx[image: External link] formed in Brixton.

	
EBK[image: External link], long-term resident of Brixton

	
Fruitbat[image: External link] of power-pop punk band Carter the Unstoppable Sex Machine[image: External link] was a long-time Brixton resident.

	
Joe Cornish[image: External link], presenter of the BBC production Adam and Joe in the 1990s, and current comedy radio presenter on BBC6 Music with Adam Buxton.

	
Bradley McIntosh[image: External link], member of pop group S Club 7[image: External link].

	
Sharon Osbourne[image: External link], wife of Ozzy Osbourne[image: External link] and daughter of Don Arden[image: External link], was born in Brixton.

	Mike Skinner of the band "The Streets[image: External link]" moved to Brixton c. 2000 to pursue his recording career. Some of his songs are about living in Brixton.

	
Skin[image: External link], singer of the band Skunk Anansie[image: External link], grew up in Brixton.

	
Stereo MC's[image: External link], acid jazz/club dance group, was formed and is still based in Brixton.

	Cult novelist Martin Millar[image: External link] lived here, and most of his novels are set in and around Brixton.

	Environmentalist James Lovelock[image: External link], famous for proposing the Gaia hypothesis[image: External link], was born and spent his childhood in Brixton.[98]


	
Frank Reginald Carey[image: External link], Second World War fighter ace[image: External link], was born in Brixton.

	
Jo Self[image: External link], artist, long-term resident of Brixton.

	
Adele[image: External link], English singer, songwriter and musician, lived in Brixton as a child.

	
Iwan Thomas[image: External link], Olympic athlete.

	
Nyron Nosworthy[image: External link], professional footballer

	
Shivani Kapoor[image: External link], Indian model

	
Timothy Glanfield[image: External link], journalist and writer, is a longtime Brixton resident[citation needed[image: External link]]


	In the musical comedy Leave it to Jeeves, P. G. Wodehouse[image: External link] revealed that his iconic manservant Jeeves[image: External link] grew up in Brixton.

	Several members of the So Solid Crew[image: External link].

	
Sneakbo[image: External link], rapper

	
Big Narstie[image: External link], rapper

	
Luol Deng[image: External link], player for the American basketball team Miami Heat[image: External link], lived and played in Brixton.

	
Alex Wheatle[image: External link], novelist.

	
Lisa Maffia[image: External link], singer and TV personality, was brought up in Brixton.

	
Bunmi Mojekwu[image: External link], actress.

	
James Dagwell[image: External link], journalist and former BBC News presenter, lived in Brixton

	
La Roux[image: External link] (Elly Jackson), musician, was born and raised in Brixton.

	
Hew Locke[image: External link], contemporary artist, a resident of more than 20 years, has cited Brixton and its market as an influence on his work.

	
Mooji[image: External link], spiritual teacher, lived in Brixton

	
Nikki Sudden[image: External link] and Dave Kusworth, of the Jacobites[image: External link] shared a house on Norwood Road, Brixton, in the early 80s.

	
Danny Kirwan[image: External link] of the band Fleetwood Mac was born and raised in Brixton.
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West Norwood






This article is about the residential area in London, England. For other uses, see West Norwood (disambiguation)[image: External link].

West Norwood is a largely residential area of south London[image: External link] within the London Borough of Lambeth[image: External link], located 5.4 miles (8.7 km) south south-east of Charing Cross[image: External link]. The centre of West Norwood sits in a bowl surrounded by hillsides on its east, west and south sides. From many parts of the area, distant views can be seen, of places such as the City of London, Canary Wharf and Crystal Palace.

In March 2016 planning permission was granted to build a new 4 screen Picturehouse[image: External link] Cinema and cafe alongside an improved library service within the existing site of Nettlefold Hall, which had been closed since 2011. Building work commenced in September 2016 with the new complex expected to open at the end of 2017.

The West Norwood Feast, a monthly community market running across several areas of West Norwood, has been active since 2011. Featuring music, stalls and community events, the feast has been hugely popular.

West Norwood Health and Leisure Centre[image: External link] was opened in 2014. This is located on Devane Way, and offers leisure facilities including a full sized swimming pool, gym, dance studio, community space as well as health resources, both GP and dental.

West Norwood includes some or all of three Wards of the London Borough of Lambeth - Gipsy Hill, Knights Hill and Thurlow Park. Each of these wards is represented on Lambeth Council by three councillors.[1]



TOP
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 Transport




The area is well served by public transport with these National Rail stations at each end of the main shopping area in Norwood Road, providing the services shown to central London and beyond:


	
West Norwood[image: External link] - services to Victoria, Clapham Junction and London Bridge.

	
Tulse Hill[image: External link] - services to Victoria, London Bridge, London Blackfriars, City Thameslink, Farringdon, Luton Airport, Kings Cross, St Pancras and St Albans.



Trains also run from both these stations to a variety of destinations further south of the centre of London.

Other nearby railway stations are:


	Gipsy Hill[image: External link]

	Herne Hill[image: External link]

	West Dulwich[image: External link]



The tube stations closest to West Norwood are at Brixton[image: External link] and Balham[image: External link], both of which can be reached by bus and, in the case of Balham, also by train.

Eight daytime bus routes and two night-time routes serve the area. West Norwood bus garage[image: External link] is located at Ernest Avenue.

The South Circular (A205) passes close-by at Tulse Hill and Streatham High Road (A23) is about one mile to the west of the centre of West Norwood.
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 Education




The primary and secondary schools listed below are in West Norwood.
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 Primary





	Crown Lane primary school, Crown Lane, SW16 3HX[2]


	
Elm Wood Primary School[image: External link], Carnac Street, SE27 9RR[3]


	Julian's primary school, Gabriel House, 16 Wolfington Road, SE27 0JF[4]


	Kingswood primary school, Gipsy Road, SE27 9RD — this school has two sites; the Upper School at the south west corner of Gipsy Road and Salters Hill and the Lower School at 55 Gipsy Hill.[5]


	St Lukes Church of England primary school, Linton Grove, SE27 0DZ[6]
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 Secondary





	
The Norwood School[image: External link], Crown Dale, SE19 3NY[7]


	
Elmgreen School[image: External link], Elmcourt Road, SE27 9BZ[8]


	The Park Campus, Gipsy Road, SE27 9NP.



There are a large number of other publicly funded and also private schools within a short distance of West Norwood.
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 Landmarks




These include:


	
South London Theatre[image: External link] Centre. This building was constructed in 1881 as West Norwood's first fire station and has a prominent watch tower. It was subsequently used as a church hall by St Luke's church before its present use commenced. In August 2014 the theatre was awarded a grant of £1.6m by the Heritage Lottery Fund[image: External link] to enable restoration work, which is due to commence in summer 2015.

	
West Norwood Health and Leisure Centre[image: External link], a £14.2M million health and leisure centre opened in 2014.

	
St Luke's Church[image: External link]. One of four Lambeth Waterloo churches[image: External link], the others are St Matthew, St Mark, and St John[image: External link]. Architect Francis Octavius Bedford[image: External link] designed this church and St John's in a similar neoclassical style[image: External link]. St Luke's was built between 1822 and 1825, and was reordered by G E Street[image: External link] in 1870-1872. The lower part of the churchyard has been laid out as gardens and are used as one of the venues of the West Norwood Feast.[9]


	West Norwood Library & Nettlefold[image: External link] Hall, Norwood High Street. Princess Margaret[image: External link] opened the building in April 1969. The complex is currently closed, but will open at the end of 2017 as West Norwood Picturehouse and library.

	
West Norwood Cemetery[image: External link], one of London's Magnificent Seven[image: External link] Victorian[image: External link] burial places, with 66 listed[image: External link] structures, many in the Gothic[image: External link] style. Opened 1837.

	Free Public Library (The Old Library). In 2004 this has been a cafe and venue for local meetings, activities, exhibitions and events. The building opened on 21 July 1888 as the first public library[image: External link] in Lambeth and was designed by Sidney Smith[image: External link], architect of Tate Britain[image: External link] and several other Lambeth libraries, using red brick, terracotta and Ham Hill stone, with a balcony above the entrance loggia. It was commissioned by Sir Henry Tate[image: External link] on land donated by Frederick Nettlefold[image: External link]: both of these local philanthropists are buried in West Norwood Cemetery[image: External link].

	
Mrs Woodford Fawcett Fountain[image: External link] - on a traffic island in front of St Luke's Church, where Norwood Road splits into Norwood High Street and Knights Hill. Mrs Fawcett was a local temperance[image: External link] campaigner and is buried in West Norwood Cemetery[image: External link] whose entrance faces the fountain.
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 History




"Norwood" recalls the "Great North Wood", a name that was formerly used for the hilly and wooded area to the north of Croydon. Before 1885 West Norwood station and the surrounding area was known as "Lower Norwood", reflecting its being at a lower altitude than Upper Norwood[image: External link].

John Rocque[image: External link]'s 1745 map of London and the surrounding area includes the Horns Tavern at Knight's Hill, opposite what is now the main entrance to West Norwood station, with a largely undeveloped valley stretching to 'Island Green' in the north, approximately where Herne Hill railway station[image: External link] stands now. The enclosure map of 50 years later show that little of the original woodland remained by then, other than a few coppices.

The future development of West Norwood was assisted by the Lambeth Manor Enclosure Act of 1806. Much of the land covered by this Act was owned either by the Archbishop of Canterbury[image: External link] or by Lord Thurlow[image: External link], who died in the same year.

Most of the current main roads were either ancient or laid out in accordance with the provisions of the enclosure award. The River Effra[image: External link] ran alongside the current Elder Road, in a northerly direction, and was prone to flooding.

The area was over a mile from the nearest parish church (at St Leonard, Streatham), so St. Luke's[image: External link] was provided under the Waterloo church[image: External link] scheme and completed in 1825. The houses in the parish at that period consisted largely of substantial villas along the main roads and more humble cottages mainly situated between Knights Hill and the High Street. The South Metropolitan Cemetery[image: External link] was laid out in 1837 to provide burial facilities largely for the population of crowded areas that were closer to the centre of London.

The railway line from London to the Crystal Palace[image: External link] was opened in 1856 with a station at Lower Norwood (since renamed West Norwood). These improved communications heralded major changes. Many of the larger houses and gardens were demolished and replaced with predominantly more modest housing over the next four decades.

Norwood High Street contained the earliest group of shops in the area but never developed into a major shopping centre, as the main shopping parades were built during the decades around 1900 along Norwood Rd between York Hill and West Norwood station. Horse-drawn trams shuttled passengers along this road from the terminus in front of St Luke's Church towards the middle of London.

Extensive anecdotal and other historical material from the 19th and early 20th centuries has been written up by Mr J B Wilson, a local undertaker.[10]

The two world wars witnessed fatalities and bomb damage to many buildings in the area, with York Hill and the areas around the railway suffering particularly badly. Chatsworth Baptist church had to be rebuilt after a direct hit.[11] Many of the post-war estates[image: External link] were built on bomb sites or replaced areas which had experienced damage.

An Art Deco cinema, named The Regal, was built at 304 Norwood Road in the late 1920s. It was designed by architect F Edward Jones (who also designed Madame Tussaud's) and opened on 16 January 1930. The cinema sat 2,010 and was equipped with a Christie Manual organ. The cinema closed on 8 February 1964 with a double screening of Peter Sellers[image: External link]' I'm Alright Jack and Two Way Stretch. Following its closure, the building became a Top Rank Bingo Club a few months later and remained open until 1978. The building was demolished in November 1981 and a B&Q store can be seen today on the site.[12]

After the Second World War, a considerable amount of council housing was constructed in West Norwood. The York Hill, Fern Lodge, Portobello and Holderness Estates arose during the late 1940s and the 1950s on the sites of houses with large gardens that had been destroyed by bombing or were simply demolished. Later houses and flats, such as in the Dunbar Street area, took the place of Victorian dwellings that were cleared away as slums or, alternatively, to achieve a higher density of development. The Woodvale Estate in Elder Road was erected on the site of the "Lambeth New Schools", which had been part of the local Workhouse and that had been renamed as "Wood Vale" before demolition.[13]

Parts of West Norwood have been declared conservation areas including the area around the cemetery, Lancaster Avenue and Rosendale Road. Local landmarks such as St Luke's Church, the late Victorian fire station (now the South London Theatre[image: External link]) on Norwood High Street, by the architect Robert Pearsall[image: External link].,[14] The early 20th-century former fire station at Norwood Road and the original public library at Knights Hill are Grade II listed buildings.
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 Knights Hill




Confusingly, there are two areas called Knight's Hill nearby; the names of both areas have similar origins, both belonging to Thomas Knyght in 1545, and in the south was known as Knight's Hill Common while the hill to the north was known as Knight's Hill Farm.


	The better known area is the residential area and electoral ward[image: External link] to the south west by the road called Knights Hill.



The southern Knight's Hill Common originally formed part of Lambeth Manor, and contained land called Julian's, which is remembered through the street name of St Julian's Farm Road. The hill formed the nucleus of the vast estate in Lambeth and Streatham that Lord Thurlow[image: External link] acquired during the 18th Century,[15]


	The second Knight's Hill is above the Tulse Hill railway tunnel, near West Dulwich railway station[image: External link] – which was originally called Lower Knights Hill station. It includes the hilly land between the western end of Thurlow Park Road (South Circular), Peabody Hill and Lovelace Road, and is now partly used by Rosendale Allotments in SE21[image: External link]. The green area is still marked as Knight's Hill on large scale maps, but is normally not marked as such on modern street maps in order to avoid confusion. Originally, the northern Knight's Hill farm was part of the Manor of Levehurst, and later of the Manor of Leigham Court and the parish of Streatham.[16]
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 The Jewish Orphanage




The main building of the Norwood Home for Jewish Children ("The Jewish Orphanage") was completed in 1862. It was a three storey edifice, with the appearance of a Jacobean palace[17] This structure was demolished in 1963, after the children had moved in groups to live in nine houses supervised by house parents in a less institutional environment, meeting for communal activities at a new synagogue built on the original site. In the 1970s, the charity moved out of the area and the main site was sold to Lambeth Council, which developed much of it for a housing estate, keeping only a small area beside the railway line as open space and converting the synagogue into a community facility known as the Norwood Hall. Some of this open space is now occupied by the West Norwood Health and Leisure Centre but the site of Norwood Hall has been landscaped. An account of a boy's experiences of living at the Orphanage between 1928 and 1933 can be found online.[18]

Of the original buildings only the porter's lodge off Knights Hill now remains, its curving Dutch-gables, red brick with black diaperwork[image: External link] and mullioned[image: External link] windows echoing the design of the main 3-storey institution. The Arnold & Jane Gabriel Home was built on the Wolfington Road frontage of the orphanage in 1910; it was converted into a primary school in 2012, which now features a colourful modern extension to the original building.

The charity that operated the orphanage in West Norwood retains an echo of its previous location in its current name Norwood[image: External link].
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 Historical local photographs





	Images of Norwood[image: External link]
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 Churches




During recent years, the number and variety of churches has increased, reflecting the diverse origins of many new residents. The following congregations meet in buildings that are readily identified as places of worship:


	All Nations Christian Centre, 15 York Hill, SE27 0BU

	Bethel Chapel, Dunbar Street, SE27 9JY

	Cathedral of Revival Church, Beadman Street (r/o 42-44 Norwood High Street), SE27 9UR[19]


	Chatsworth Baptist Church, Chatsworth Way, SE27 9HN[20]


	Christ Embassy - Streatham, Unit 1, 42 Ernest Avenue, SE27 0DJ

	Lansdowne Evangelical Free Church, Lansdowne Hill, SE27 0AR[21]


	Potter's House Christian Church Norwood, 58E Knights Hill, SE27 0JD[22]


	Salvation Army, 246 Norwood Road, SE27 9AW[23]


	
St. Luke's Anglican church[image: External link], Knights Hill, SE27 0HS[24]


	St Matthew's Catholic Church, 37 Norwood High Street, SE27 9JU[25]


	The Messiah Cherubim & Seraphim Church, 28 Ernest Avenue, SE27 0DJ[26]


	Trinity Baptist Church, 2 Thornlaw Road, SE27 0SA[27]


	West Norwood Spiritualist Church, Ullswater Road, SE27 0AL[28]


	Worldwide Mission Fellowship, 61-65 Elder Road, SE27 9NB[29]




A former Congregational church stands on the south side of Chapel Road, SE27 0UR. It is a Grade II Listed Building and the only local purpose-built church in West Norwood that survives but no longer used for worship. The premises currently house a child care facility.
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 Open spaces




The main open space in West Norwood is Norwood Park[image: External link].

West Norwood Cemetery[image: External link] has an area of 45 acres (18.2 hectares) and is close to the railway station. The Friends of West Norwood Cemetery aim to increase knowledge and appreciation of this facility.[30]

Peabody Hill Wood is an area of outstanding importance recognised by English Nature[image: External link].
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 Charities





	Emmaus South Lambeth is based at Knights Hill and Beadman Street. This community for formerly homeless individuals runs a workshop and shops that renovate and sell second-hand furniture and other goods.

	L'Arche Lambeth provides 5 residential care homes and 5 day provision workshops in the area for adults with learning disabilities. It is part of the International Federation of L'Arche.[31]


	Centre 70 is a charity specialising in free, confidential, impartial legal advice on Debt, Welfare Benefits, Housing, Utilities Debt and Student Finance. Also provides low cost Counselling
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 Clocks in West Norwood





	St Luke's church tower clock was supplied by Vulliamy, the Royal Clockmaker, in 1825 for £357 and was retained when Street[image: External link] renovated the church in 1870, new tubular bells being added in 1892.

	A private residence, The Clock House in Chestnut Road, contains a clock museum which opens to the public during London Open House[image: External link] each September.
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 Nearest places





	Crystal Palace[image: External link]

	Dulwich[image: External link]

	Gipsy Hill[image: External link]

	Streatham[image: External link]

	Tulse Hill[image: External link]

	Upper Norwood[image: External link]
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 Notable former and current residents





	
Adele, singer

	
Bilinda Butcher[image: External link], vocals & guitar in the band My Bloody Valentine[image: External link]


	
Joan Clarke[image: External link], code-breaker at Bletchley Park[image: External link] and numismatist[image: External link]


	Sir Sidney Colvin[image: External link], historian, literary and art critic

	
Maurice Cowling[image: External link], historian

	
Des'ree[image: External link], singer

	
Edmund de Waal[image: External link], ceramicist

	
John Fraser[image: External link], former Labour MP for Norwood 1966-1992

	
Georg Hackenschmidt[image: External link], the first world wrestling champion

	
Euan Uglow[image: External link], English artist

	Sir Philip Holland[image: External link], former Conservative MP for Gedling

	
Ken Livingstone[image: External link], former Mayor of London

	
Liz Lloyd[image: External link], former Prime Minister[image: External link] Tony Blair[image: External link]'s deputy chief of staff

	
Maxi Jazz[image: External link], vocalist in band Faithless[image: External link]


	
Hiram Maxim[image: External link], who developed his machine gun[image: External link] in the garden of his house in Norwood Road[image: External link] (Serbia House, now demolished)

	
The Noisettes[image: External link], rock band

	
Sandy Nuttgens[image: External link], television composer

	
Michael Paraskos[image: External link], novelist, anarchist writer on art and literary critic

	
Benedict Read, FSA[image: External link], art historian, writer and art curator.

	Sir John Scarlett[image: External link], former Head of MI6

	
Andrew Turnbull, Baron Turnbull[image: External link], former Cabinet Secretary

	
Tom Utley[image: External link], Daily Telegraph[image: External link] and Daily Mail journalist

	
Thomas Wallis[image: External link], art deco architect

	
Andy Zaltzman[image: External link], comedian[image: External link]
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Leona Lewis






Leona Louise Lewis (born 3 April 1985) is a British singer, songwriter and animal welfare campaigner. She was born and raised in the London Borough of Islington[image: External link], London, where she attended the BRIT School for Performing Arts and Technology. Lewis achieved national recognition when she won the third series[image: External link] of The X Factor in 2006, winning a £[image: External link]1 million recording contract with Simon Cowell[image: External link]'s record label, Syco Music[image: External link]. Her winner's single, a cover of Kelly Clarkson[image: External link]'s "A Moment Like This[image: External link]", peaked at number one for four weeks on the UK Singles Chart[image: External link] and it broke a world record for having 50,000 digital downloads within 30 minutes. In February 2007, Lewis signed a five-album contract in the United States with Clive Davis[image: External link]'s record label, J Records[image: External link].

Lewis's success continued with the release of her debut album, Spirit[image: External link], in 2007; it went 10x platinum in the United Kingdom and became the fourth best selling album of the 2000s[image: External link]. The lead single, "Bleeding Love", spent seven weeks at number one. She achieved international recognition with the album in 2008 when it topped charts around the world. Spirit has sold more than eight million copies worldwide, and "Bleeding Love" peaked at number one in over 30 countries, becoming the best-selling single of 2008. As a result, she was proclaimed 'Top New Artist' by Billboard in 2008. Under the guidance of Cowell and Davis, Lewis released her second UK number-one album Echo[image: External link] and recorded the theme song[image: External link] for the film Avatar[image: External link] in 2009, while embarking on her first UK arena tour, The Labyrinth[image: External link], in 2010.

In 2011, Lewis released the non-album single " Collide[image: External link]", a collaboration with Swedish DJ Avicii[image: External link], and her first extended play, Hurt: The EP[image: External link]. Her third album, Glassheart[image: External link], was released in 2012. It marked a new creative direction for Lewis, drawing inspiration from dubstep[image: External link] and electronic music[image: External link]. However, it failed to match the commercial performance of her two previous albums, peaking at number three on the UK Albums Chart[image: External link] and becoming her first to not be certified platinum. Lewis began to record material for her first Christmas album during her Glassheart Tour[image: External link], which took place in mid 2013. Christmas, with Love[image: External link] was released later that year. Its lead single, "One More Sleep[image: External link]", peaked at number three in the UK. With this chart entry, Lewis became the first British female solo artist to achieve eight top 5 singles, surpassing Olivia Newton-John[image: External link]'s record of seven.

With a career starting in 2006, Lewis is the second best-selling act, behind One Direction, to have emerged from The X Factor franchise, having sold 20 million records worldwide.[1] Lewis has won two MOBO Awards[image: External link], an MTV Europe Music Award[image: External link], and two World Music Awards. She is also a six time Brit Awards and three time Grammy Award nominee. Lewis is known for her expansive four octave vocal range[image: External link], power[image: External link], technical control and, in particular, her frequent use of the falsetto[image: External link] register. Aside from her musical career, Lewis is a philanthropist and an animal welfare campaigner for World Animal Protection[image: External link] and is a supporter of other animal rights charities and organisations; she is also a vegetarian. In 2014, Lewis made her film debut in the supporting role of Elena in the romantic comedy musical, Walking on Sunshine[image: External link]. In 2016, Lewis made her Broadway[image: External link] debut as Grizabella[image: External link] in the revival of Andrew Lloyd Webber's musical Cats[image: External link]; she played the role from that July to October.



TOP
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 Early life




Lewis was born on 3 April 1985 in Islington, London, England, to a Welsh mother and a father of Guyanese descent.[2] She has an older half-brother, Bradley , and a younger brother, Kyle.[2] Noticing Lewis's passion for singing, her parents enrolled her at the Sylvia Young Theatre School[image: External link] and later at the Italia Conti Academy of Theatre Arts[image: External link], the Ravenscourt Theatre School[image: External link] and the BRIT School for Performing Arts and Technology until they could no longer afford to do so, making cutbacks when necessary to help their daughter achieve her aspiration of being a singer.[2] Lewis wrote her first song at the age of 12; she initially trained in opera[image: External link] before moving into jazz[image: External link] and blues and eventually into popular and contemporary music.[3]
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 Career
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 2001–2005: Struggles and setbacks




At the age of 17, Lewis decided to leave BRIT School to "get out there" and pursue a career in music. By then, she had already begun to write and record her own material, and she worked as a receptionist at a solicitor's office and as a Pizza Hut[image: External link] waitress in order to fund the studio sessions.[2][4][5] At 18, Lewis secured a lead role in The Lion King[image: External link] theatre show in Paris; however, she withdrew after injuring her back while she was ice-skating.[5][6]

Lewis recorded a demo album, called Twilight, in collaboration with Spiral Music, a production company based in Fulham[image: External link], but it failed to secure her an album deal with any record companies.[7] Although the album was never released commercially, Lewis performed a couple of the tracks live on BBC Radio 1[image: External link] music station in 2004.[8] Another demo album was recorded under license from UEG Entertainment, Best Kept Secret, which have reportedly claimed to have spent £70,000 trying to launch Lewis's career with no success. A track from the album, "Private Party", became a hit on the underground urban music scene in London in 2005.[8] Speaking about her struggle to secure a record contract, Lewis said, "I tried to secure a record deal by doing things my own way. I worked very hard but I never managed to land a contract. That's why I decided to audition for The X Factor. It's programmes like these which provide the best place to showcase fresh new talent."[6]
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 2006: The X Factor and debut single




Main article: The X Factor (UK series 3)[image: External link]


Further information: List of The X Factor finalists (UK series 3) § Leona Lewis[image: External link]


Lewis auditioned for the third series[image: External link] of The X Factor in 2006, singing "Over the Rainbow" for judges Simon Cowell[image: External link], Louis Walsh[image: External link], Sharon Osbourne[image: External link] and guest judge Paula Abdul[image: External link]. She was placed in the 16-24 category, with Cowell as her mentor. Throughout the course of the show, Lewis was compared with artists such as Mariah Carey, Whitney Houston and Celine Dion, performing songs by all three of them.[6] Lewis defeated Ray Quinn[image: External link] to win the competition on 16 December 2006, receiving 60% of over eight million televotes cast in the final.[9] As a prize for winning, Lewis signed a £1 million recording contract with Cowell's record label, Syco Music[image: External link].[10] Upon winning, Lewis said:


I'm just shocked. It's unbelievable. I feel like my dream has come true, the dream I've been dreaming since a little girl has come true. There were points I thought, 'You know what, I don't know if this is going to happen'. But with the help from my friends and my family, they all kept telling me to believe in myself and keep on doing it and I did and now I'm here and thank you so much to them.[9]



Lewis's winner's single, a cover of Kelly Clarkson[image: External link]'s song "A Moment Like This[image: External link]", was released on 17 December 2006.[9] In the United Kingdom, it broke a world record after being digitally downloaded more than 50,000 times in less than 30 minutes. The song became the 2006 UK Christmas number-one single[image: External link], selling 571,000 copies in its first week and selling more than the Top-40 combined.[11] It spent four consecutive weeks atop the UK Singles Chart[image: External link] and was number one in Ireland for six weeks.[12] Despite being released on 17 December, "A Moment Like This" became the second best selling single in the United Kingdom in 2006,[13] and it has been certified platinum by the British Phonographic Industry (BPI), denoting shipments of over 600,000 copies.[14] As of December 2014, Lewis's version has sold 900,000 copies in the United Kingdom.[15]
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 2007–2008: Spirit and international breakthrough




Main article: Spirit (Leona Lewis album)[image: External link]


In February 2007, Lewis signed a £5 million (US$9.7 million) five-album contract in the United States with Clive Davis[image: External link]'s record label, J Records[image: External link],[16] and showcased for several American music executives.[16][17][18] A press release described how Cowell and Davis would work together in a "first-of-its-kind" partnership on both the song and producer selection for Lewis's debut album, Spirit[image: External link].[19] Lewis recorded tracks for the album in London, Miami[image: External link], Los Angeles[image: External link], New York City[image: External link] and Atlanta[image: External link],[20] where she worked with several songwriters and record producers including Dallas Austin[image: External link], Walter Afanasieff[image: External link], Salaam Remi[image: External link],[21] Steve Mac[image: External link],[22] Stargate[image: External link][23] and Ne-Yo[image: External link].[24] It was released in November 2007 and entered both the Irish Albums Chart[image: External link] and the UK Albums Chart[image: External link] at number one, becoming the fastest-selling debut album in both countries, and the United Kingdom's fourth fastest selling album of all time.[25][26][27] It was released in several other nations in January 2008, and it went to number one in New Zealand, Australia, Austria, Germany, South Africa and Switzerland.[28] Two more tracks were recorded in 2008 for the US release of the album: "Forgive Me[image: External link]", produced by Akon[image: External link], and "Misses Glass", produced by Madd Scientist.[29] It was released in the United States in April 2008 and entered the Billboard 200 at number one, making Lewis the first British artist to reach number one with a debut album.[30] A special edition of Spirit was re-released in November 2008 in Europe, including the songs "Forgive Me", "Misses Glass" and a cover of the Snow Patrol[image: External link] song " Run[image: External link]". The album again went to number one in the UK Albums Chart. The album has sold over 9 million copies worldwide[31] and has a 9× platinum certification in the UK where it is the fourth best-selling album of the 2000s decade[image: External link].[32][33]

Lewis's second single, "Bleeding Love", produced by Ryan Tedder and written by Tedder and Jesse McCartney[image: External link], was released in October 2007 in the UK, where it sold 218,805 copies in its first week, giving it the biggest first-week sales of 2007 to date.[34][35] It entered the UK Singles Chart[image: External link] at number one, where it stayed for seven weeks,[36] and in the Irish Singles Chart[image: External link], it remained at number one for eight weeks.[37] It reached number one in the singles charts of New Zealand[image: External link], Australia[image: External link], France, Germany, Norway, Switzerland, Belgium, The Netherlands, Austria, Canada and the United States. "Bleeding Love" won The Record of the Year[image: External link] in December 2007.[38] In February 2008, "Bleeding Love" entered the Billboard Hot 100 at number 85 and then went on to peak at number one for four non-consecutive weeks. The song became the first track by a UK female to reach number one since Kim Wilde[image: External link]'s "You Keep Me Hangin' On[image: External link]" in 1987.[39] Lewis's third single, a double A-side[image: External link] featuring "Better in Time[image: External link]" and "Footprints in the Sand[image: External link]", was released in the United Kingdom in March 2008, in aid of Sport Relief[image: External link], and she visited South Africa for the charity.[40] The single reached a peak of number two in the UK singles chart[image: External link] selling over 40,000 copies in its first week of physical release. "Better in Time" was released as Lewis's second single in the US, where it peaked at number 11 in the Billboard Hot 100.[41] "Forgive Me" was released as Lewis's fifth single in November 2008; it reached number five in the UK.[42] "Run" was released as a download-only single in the UK, reaching number one and becoming the UK's fastest-selling download-only single, with 69,244 copies sold in two days.[43] Lewis's last single from Spirit, "I Will Be[image: External link]", was released in January 2009,[44] only in North America; it peaked at number 66 on the Billboard Hot 100. In August 2008, she performed "Whole Lotta Love[image: External link]" with guitarist Jimmy Page[image: External link] of Led Zeppelin[image: External link] at the 2008 Summer Olympics closing ceremony[image: External link] in Beijing, representing the handover to London as the host of the 2012 Summer Olympics[image: External link].[45]

In September 2008, she joined several female singers to perform a single for the anti-cancer campaign Stand Up to Cancer[image: External link]. The single,"Just Stand Up![image: External link]", was performed live during the one-hour telethon that aired on all major US television networks.[46] Lewis received three nominations for the 51st Grammy Awards[image: External link] in December 2008. "Bleeding Love" was nominated for Record of the Year and Best Female Pop Vocal Performance and Spirit was nominated for Best Pop Vocal Album. She was nominated for four BRIT Awards[image: External link]: or British Female Solo Artist, British Breakthrough Act, British Album for Spirit, and British Single for "Bleeding Love",[47] but despite being the favourite to win the most awards, she received none.[48] She won two awards at the 2008 MOBO Awards[image: External link]: Best Album for Spirit and Best Video for "Bleeding Love".[49] In December 2008 Lewis was named 'Top New Artist' by Billboard magazine.[50]
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 2009–2010: Echo and The Labyrinth




Main articles: Echo (Leona Lewis album)[image: External link] and The Labyrinth (tour)[image: External link]


Lewis's second album, Echo[image: External link], was given a worldwide release in November 2009.[51] Production took place throughout 2009, including work with Ryan Tedder,[52] Justin Timberlake,[53] Max Martin[image: External link],[54] Arnthor Birgisson,[55] Kevin Rudolf[image: External link],[56] and John Shanks[image: External link].[57] It was recorded in Los Angeles and took nine months to produce.[58] Lewis described the album as "more guitar-driven" compared to Spirit.[59] Lewis performed her first full UK show at the Hackney Empire[image: External link] in London on 2 November 2009, performing songs from Spirit and Echo.[60][61] Echo reached number one in the UK Albums Chart and the top ten of Austria, Ireland and Switzerland.[62] Despite previous attempts from Lewis's lawyers to ban the release of Best Kept Secret by UEG Music, claiming that the singer had not given her consent, the album was released in January 2009, when the label insisted it owned the rights to the music and Lewis would receive a 50% share of the album's profits. However, a television advert for the album was banned by the Advertising Standards Authority[image: External link], who said in a statement: "We considered that the claim 'Leona Lewis's new album' misleadingly implied it was the singer's latest recording rather than a new CD of tracks recorded some years ago."[63] The album was released to iTunes in standard and deluxe editions, and two EPs, "Private Party" and "Dip Down"/"Joy", were released in September 2009.

The first single released from Echo was " Happy[image: External link]", which was written by Lewis, Tedder and Evan Bogart[image: External link] and produced by Tedder.[64] The single was released on 15 September 2009,[65][66] peaking at number two in the UK,[67] and reaching the top ten in Austria, Belgium, Germany, Ireland, Japan and Switzerland.[68] Lewis also recorded the theme song[image: External link] for the 2009 science fiction film Avatar[image: External link], directed by James Cameron[image: External link].[69] The song, "I See You[image: External link]", was written by James Horner and Simon Franglen. It was nominated for Best Original Song at the 67th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link].[70] Another usage of Lewis' album can be found in "My Hands[image: External link]", which was used in the international release of the Square Enix[image: External link] video game Final Fantasy XIII[image: External link].[71] In January 2010, Lewis provided vocals on a cover of "Everybody Hurts[image: External link]", released to help raise money for victims of the 2010 Haiti earthquake[image: External link].[72] The second single from Echo, "I Got You[image: External link]", was released in February 2010. In April 2010, she featured on a duet with Italian singer Biagio Antonacci[image: External link], called "Inaspettata (Unexpected)", from his album Inaspettata.[73] They performed the song on the Italian TV show Io Canto on 22 October 2010.[74] Lewis performed a 13-piece set list at the Rock in Rio[image: External link] festival in Lisbon, Portugal, on 22 May 2010, including songs from Spirit and Echo.[75]

Lewis signed a book deal in January 2009 to release an illustrated autobiography in October 2009. The book, Dreams, contains mostly pictures taken by photographer Dean Freeman.[76] At a book signing for Dreams on 14 October 2009, at the Piccadilly[image: External link] branch of Waterstone's[image: External link] book store in central London, Lewis was assaulted by a 29-year-old man from south London[77][78] who was arrested at the scene;[78] Lewis suffered bruising.[79] The assailant was sectioned under the Mental Health Act 2007[image: External link][78] and was charged with common assault[image: External link].[79] He admitted to the offence and was hospitalised for an indeterminate period.[80]

Lewis's first tour, titled The Labyrinth[image: External link][81] supporting Spirit and Echo, started in May 2010,[82] with a theme based on the film Labyrinth[image: External link].[83] Lewis was scheduled to tour North America from July to August 2010 supporting Christina Aguilera's Bionic Tour[image: External link],[84] but Aguilera cancelled the tour, leaving Lewis's plans unknown.[85] A DVD of the tour, along with a ten-track CD, was released with the title The Labyrinth Tour Live from The O2[image: External link] on 29 November 2010.[86]
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 2011–2013: Hurt, Glassheart, and Christmas, with Love




Main articles: Hurt: The EP[image: External link]; Glassheart[image: External link]; and Christmas, with Love[image: External link]


Lewis began work on her third album, Glassheart,[87] shortly after she had completed The Labyrinth tour.[88] Though originally announced to be released on 28 November 2011 in the UK, it was eventually released in October 2012.[87] The album was released on the RCA Records[image: External link] brand after RCA Music Group[image: External link] disbanded J Records[image: External link] along with Arista Records[image: External link] and Jive Records[image: External link].[89][90] Reports suggested that the album had taken a dubstep[image: External link] direction, with songwriters asked to submit dance songs and no ballads.[91] Lewis described Glassheart as "energetic, deep, [and] unique" and said it would have a darker tone. She cited Tracy Chapman, Kate Bush[image: External link] and Tears for Fears[image: External link] as the album's primary influences.[92] For the album, Lewis worked with numerous writers and producers including Ammo[image: External link], Jonas Quant[image: External link], Chuck Harmony[image: External link], Claude Kelly[image: External link], Ryan Tedder, Fraser T Smith[image: External link], Al Shux[image: External link], Steve Robson[image: External link],[93] Dallas Austin[image: External link],[94] Rico Love[image: External link][95] and Ne-Yo.[96][97]

Lewis released a single, the dance-pop song " Collide[image: External link]", written by Autumn Rowe[image: External link] and produced by Sandy Vee[image: External link], in the UK on 4 September 2011 and Germany on 9 September 2011.[93][98][99] It debuted on the official UK top 40 singles chart at number 4.[100][101] Lewis released an EP[image: External link] on 9 December 2011, Hurt: The EP[image: External link], containing three covers.[102] Lewis went on to perform on the American version of X Factor[image: External link],[103][104][105] and as the featured performer for the closing of the 2011 Doha Film Festival[image: External link], where she sang ten songs, including several cover versions.[106] In June 2012, she performed at BBC Radio 1[image: External link]'s Hackney Weekend 2012 after being announced on 25 May 2011 as an ambassador for the event. It was the BBC's biggest ever free-ticketed live music event.[107][108] Following the announcement that Lewis would be an ambassador, she performed a special Live Lounge[image: External link] at the Hackney Empire, with a reggae[image: External link] version of "Better in Time", which incorporated Rihanna's "Man Down[image: External link]", and a cover of Labrinth[image: External link]'s "Let the Sun Shine[image: External link]".[109][110] At the Hackney Weekend, Lewis performed further cover versions and debuted the song "Come Alive" from Glassheart.[111]

In August 2012, Lewis announced that the lead single from Glassheart would be " Trouble[image: External link]", released on 7 October 2012.[112] It entered the UK Singles Chart at number seven. The album debuted at number three in the UK and at number four in Ireland, respectively. The second single, " Lovebird[image: External link]", failed to reach the UK top 200 in the absence of radio support.[113] Lewis embarked on a 16-date tour in the UK beginning in April 2013.[114]

In February 2013, Lewis left her management, Modest! Management.[115] It was announced that she would begin work on her fourth studio album, which would be released later in the year.[116] In July 2013, Lewis revealed that her new studio album would be a " Motown[image: External link]-influenced" Christmas collection, with both classic covers and original material.[117] The album, Christmas, with Love[image: External link], was released on 2 December 2013 and the lead single, "One More Sleep[image: External link]", was released on 5 November 2013. Lewis performed the song on the semi-final of the tenth series of The X Factor[image: External link] on 8 December 2013. The same day, "One More Sleep" debuted at number 34 on the UK Singles Chart[image: External link] with Christmas, with Love debuting at number 25 on the UK Albums Chart[image: External link]. A week later, Christmas, with Love advanced to number 13 and "One More Sleep" climbed 31 places to number 3, making it Lewis' highest charting single since 2009's " Happy[image: External link]". With "One More Sleep" peaking inside the top five on the UK Singles Chart, Lewis has set a new record for British female solo artist with the most top five singles in the history of the chart, bringing her total eight top five singles. She has overtaken Olivia Newton-John[image: External link]'s tally of seven top five singles.
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 2014–2015: Walking on Sunshine, I Am




On 23 September 2013, it was announced that Lewis would appear in Holiday!, a 1980s-inspired musical film.[118] In February 2014, the film was renamed Walking on Sunshine[image: External link], and it was released on 27 June 2014.[119] Meanwhile, Lewis recorded a duet with Michael Bolton[image: External link] called "Ain't No Mountain High Enough[image: External link]", which features on Bolton's album of the same name, which was released in the United Kingdom on 5 May 2014.[120] On 17 May 2014 at the FA Cup Final[image: External link] Lewis performed two songs: the traditional pre-match anthem, "Abide with Me[image: External link]", and "God Save the Queen[image: External link]" (the national anthem).[121][122] On 27 May, at the 2014 World Music Awards[image: External link], Lewis performed a cover of "La La La[image: External link]", a song originally performed by Naughty Boy[image: External link] featuring Sam Smith. Lewis was joined on stage by Naughty Boy.[123]

On 3 June, it was announced that Lewis had parted ways with her record label of seven years, Syco Music, and label boss Simon Cowell tweeted: "Congratulations Leona. We had 7 great years together and now wish you all the best for the future. You put X Factor on the map".[124] Lewis had already secured a new deal with rival Universal Music[image: External link]'s Island Records UK[image: External link], joining artists such as Robbie Williams[image: External link], Drake[image: External link], Nicki Minaj[image: External link], and Jessie J, and she has said of her joining the label: "After seven incredible years at Sony I feel honoured to be given the opportunity to sign to perhaps the most iconic label of all, Island Records".[125]

Lewis later revealed that her departure from Syco had come after "several years" of consideration. She also stated that when she expressed her desire to part with the label, she was threatened with the public being told that she had been dropped instead of parting amicably. However, further creative differences in relation to her fifth studio album finally caused Lewis to leave the label. Of her departure, she stated, "I was asked to make a record that would not have been true to myself. By all means as an artist in this climate, I was thankful to even get the chance to make another record. But I cannot make music that does not speak to my soul, and as scary as it seemed, I could no longer compromise myself, and so I decided to leave".[126]

On 27 November 2013, the singer confirmed to Digital Spy that she would begin recording sessions in January 2014, after she finished promoting Christmas, with Love.[127] She revealed that during the production of Christmas, with Love in summer 2013, she had met with some producers to conceptualise a theme for the fifth album, but the main focus then was songs for the Christmas album.[127] With regard to style and composition, Lewis said that 2013 allowed her to become re-inspired; she stated that after recording songs for the 1980s-inspired film Holiday!, she wanted the album to have a 1980s sound. Later, however, after she recorded Motown-inspired songs for the Christmas album, that allowed her to "just get out of [her] head and go into something completely different". She stated that she was now leaning towards a "retro throwback sound" for the album.[127] Lewis stated that she has "reached out" to a couple of different people, including Bruno Mars and his frequent collaborators, The Smeezingtons[image: External link].[127] Lewis also stated that given the opportunity, she would also "love" to record a full length classical album[image: External link] in the future because of the positive reception of her classical rendition of "Ave Maria" on Christmas, with Love, which she performed in Latin.[127]

In December 2013, Lewis told Billboard magazine, "Earlier in the year, I was getting in with a few different producers, I actually got in with DJ Poet, who is an amazing producer. We did a couple of songs together, which has been really exciting. I will probably get back in and work with him again".[128]

On 12 February 2015, Lewis uploaded a video to YouTube, which showed her performing a new song, "Fire", in a studio.[129] On 16 February, she uploaded a video to her Instagram[image: External link] account, which showed her recording vocals in the studio for new tracks.[130] On 14 April 2015, she performed an intimate showcase in London, where she revealed "Fire Under My Feet[image: External link]" to be the lead single from her fifth studio album. She also showcased four other songs: "I Am", "I Got You", "Ladders" and "Thank You".[131] Shortly afterward, the album title was confirmed to be I Am. "Fire Under My Feet" premiered on BBC Radio 2[image: External link] on 11 May 2015.[132] Lewis later revealed that I Am would be released on 11 September 2015, in the UK. On 13 June 2015, Lewis premiered another song from the album, "Essence of Me," via Graham Norton on BBC Radio 2[image: External link]. In July 2015 "I Am" and "Thunder" were released as second and third single from the album, respectively. "Thunder" serves as the lead single from the album in the US.

On 11 September 2015, following the album's release, Lewis announced her third live tour, with an initial leg of fourteen UK dates. On the tour, Lewis visited major cities, including Birmingham[image: External link], London, Cardiff[image: External link] and Glasgow[image: External link]. On 12 December, the singer performed at The X Factor UK[image: External link] final, alongside fellow X Factor UK winner Ben Haenow[image: External link]. On the show the duet sang Lewis's song " Run[image: External link]" and Haenow's "Slamming Doors[image: External link]". The same month, Lewis performed a cover of "Girl Crush[image: External link]" with Adam Lambert[image: External link]. In May 2016, the performance earned the pair a CMT Music Award[image: External link] nomination.[133]
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 2016–present: Broadway Debut




On 18 March 2016, Lewis headlined Cirque du Soleil[image: External link]'s One Night for One Drop[image: External link] performance in Las Vegas[image: External link].[134] On 26 May 2016, it was announced that Lewis would make her Broadway[image: External link] debut, as Grizabella[image: External link], in the July 2016 revival of Andrew Lloyd Webber's musical Cats[image: External link].[135] She left the role, after almost four months of playing the character, on 9 October 2016.[136] In June 2016, after two years with the label, it was revealed that Lewis and Island Records parted ways because of "something that didn't click".[137] Later that month, she released the song "(We All Are) Looking for Home[image: External link]", a charity single created in collaboration with Diane Warren for the Vanderpump Dog Foundation[image: External link]'s public service announcement, in opposition to the Yulin Dog Meat Festival[image: External link].[138]
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 Artistry




Lewis has a mezzo-soprano[image: External link] vocal range, which spans four octaves[image: External link],[143][144][145] and has had classical training. She has stated that she practises operatic scales every week. Music critic Neil McCormick, of The Daily Telegraph, has praised Lewis's technical skills: "Her mezzo-soprano range allows her to take melodies from luxurious low notes to high-flying falsetto, gliding with elegant power and impressive control through all kinds of fluctuations and modulations".[144] Stephen Thomas Erlewine of AllMusic[image: External link] added, "Lewis can hit [high belted] notes but make it seem easy, never straining her voice and building nicely to the climax.... Unlike most divas, there is a human quality to her voice, as she's singing to the song, not singing to her voice".[146] In the same vein, Slant[image: External link] describes Lewis's vocals as "technically unimpeachable" in a review of her album "Echo", but the author goes on to say they "lack any warmth or emotional expression".[147]

Lewis commented on the musical style of her debut album describing the album as "classic songs with a contemporary edge", with R&B and "fresh pop" styles, ballads and "soulful up-tempo numbers".[22] It has an American style, with some electronic[image: External link] 1980s sounds. However, the songs are not beat-driven or following the latest trends but can be performed acoustically.[22] Lewis's second album, "Echo", mixed pop and R&B; during an interview with Variety[image: External link] magazine, she said on the album's sound that she "wanted the album to have a little bit more of a live feel to it, with a little more live instrumentation."[148] In February 2011, talking about her third studio album "Glassheart", Lewis said that the album would be more experimental than Spirit and Echo by embodying a "different" yet "classic" sound. She added, "I'm really, really excited about it. I'm working with some new producers, some up and coming people and it's going to be kind of a different sound – but still classic".[149] Lewis described it as "energetic, deep, [and] unique". She also commented that it would have a darker tone and that she would be putting her "heart into [her] lyrics".[150]

Lewis credits Mariah Carey and Whitney Houston as her major influences: "when I was growing up I used to listen to Whitney Houston, Mariah Carey, those kind[s] of big powerful kind of singers so that influences a lot of my music and a lot of the songs I like to sing".[151] Lewis cited Tracy Chapman, Kate Bush[image: External link] and Tears for Fears[image: External link] as her third studio album's primary influences.[150]
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 Activism and other activities




In October 2008, The Times reported that Lewis had turned down a seven-figure sum from Mohamed Al Fayed[image: External link] to open a Harrods[image: External link] sale. Lewis commented that she turned down the deal on the grounds that Harrods is the only UK department store that continues to stock clothing made from animal fur:[152] "It wasn't a million pounds that I was offered, as the papers reported, but even if it had been, I still would have turned it down".[153] "I got a lot of flak for that. There were people who said I should have done it and given the money to charity, but that would have been such a contradiction."[154] She announced in October 2008 that she was in the "bargaining period" of launching her own ethical line of accessories through Topshop[image: External link][152][155] and that she was in the late stages of releasing her own perfume in Europe.[156] Her perfume, Leona Lewis, was launched by LR in July 2009.[157] In 2010, she set up a fashion company with her then-boyfriend, Lou Al-Chamaa, called LOA Clothing Ltd,[158] which was dissolved in 2012.

In 2011, Lewis was a guest judge on Platinum Hit[image: External link],[159] and in May 2012, she returned to The X Factor as a guest judge during auditions in London for the ninth series[image: External link].[160] In March 2013, Lewis was announced as the new brand activist for The Body Shop[image: External link].[161] She has also shown support for Little Kids Rock, a nonprofit that works to restore and revitalize music education in disadvantaged US public schools by donating items for auction to raise money for the organization.[162] Lewis attended and supported the annual H.E.A.R.T Organization in 2017, a violence intervention programme.[163]
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 Personal life




Lewis lives in Hackney[image: External link], north-east London. She lived with her boyfriend, who became an A&R[image: External link] scout for Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link], until they split in June 2010.[164] They had known each other since she was approximately ten years old.[165] Lewis has been a vegetarian since she was 12,[21] and she has been vegan since September 2012.[166] She won PETA[image: External link]'s Sexiest Vegetarian, along with Red Hot Chili Peppers[image: External link] frontman Anthony Kiedis[image: External link], in 2008[167] and Europe's Sexiest Vegetarian in 2009, along with actor Scott Maslen[image: External link].[168] She also was named PETA's Person of the Year for 2008.[169] Lewis is a supporter of World Animal Protection[image: External link][170] and is a patron of the Hopefield Animal Sanctuary in Brentwood[image: External link], Essex[image: External link].[171] Lewis is a supporter of Premier League[image: External link] football club Arsenal[image: External link].[172]

In September 2014, in an open letter[image: External link] to fans, Lewis revealed that she felt extremely depressed around the time of her departure from Syco.[173] She later emphasised that it was not clinical depression[image: External link] from which she had been suffering.[174] She credited her professional separation from Simon Cowell and her practice of meditation[image: External link] with helping her "still the madness".[126]
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 Filmography






	Title
	Year
	Role
	Notes



	Walking on Sunshine[image: External link]
	2014
	Elena
	Film debut
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 Theatre credits






	Year(s)
	Production
	Role
	Location
	Category



	2016
	Cats[image: External link]
	Grizabella
	Neil Simon Theatre[image: External link]
	Broadway
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 Discography




Main article: Leona Lewis discography[image: External link]



	
Spirit[image: External link] (2007)

	
Echo[image: External link] (2009)

	
Glassheart[image: External link] (2012)

	
Christmas, with Love[image: External link] (2013)

	
I Am[image: External link] (2015)
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 Tours





	2010: The Labyrinth[image: External link]


	2013: Glassheart Tour[image: External link]


	2016: I Am Tour[image: External link]
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 See also





	List of awards and nominations received by Leona Lewis[image: External link]

	List of artists who reached number one on the UK Singles Chart[image: External link]

	List of artists who have had number-one singles on the UK Official Download Chart[image: External link]

	List of Billboard Hot 100 number-ones by British artists[image: External link]

	List of artists who reached number one on the Hot 100 (U.S.)

	List of artists who reached number one on the U.S. dance chart[image: External link]
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Jessie J






Not to be confused with Jessy J[image: External link], Juicy J, or Jessie James[image: External link].

Jessica Ellen Cornish (born 27 March 1988),[2] known professionally as Jessie J, is an English singer and songwriter. Born and raised in London, she began her career on stage, aged 11, with a role in the West End[image: External link] musical Whistle Down the Wind[image: External link]. She studied at the BRIT School before signing with Gut Records[image: External link] and striking a songwriting deal with Sony/ATV Music Publishing[image: External link] where she wrote for artists including Chris Brown[image: External link] and Miley Cyrus[image: External link].

After signing with Universal Republic[image: External link], Jessie J came to prominence following the release of her debut single "Do It Like a Dude[image: External link]". Her next song "Price Tag[image: External link]" topped the charts in nineteen countries including the UK and was followed by the release of her debut album Who You Are[image: External link] (2011), which charted at number two in the UK. Other releases from the album included "Nobody's Perfect[image: External link]", and "Who You Are[image: External link]", " Domino[image: External link]" and " Laserlight[image: External link]", which all charted within the top 10 in the UK Singles Chart[image: External link], making Jessie J the first British female artist to have six top ten singles from a studio album.[3] "Domino" also resulted in further international chart success, peaking at number six on the US Billboard Hot 100 and becoming her second number-one single in the UK. In 2012 Jessie J performed at the Queen's Diamond Jubilee Concert[image: External link] outside Buckingham Palace in June, as well as the closing ceremony of the 2012 Olympic Games[image: External link] in London on 12 August.

Her second album Alive[image: External link] (2013) reached the top 5 in the UK Albums Chart[image: External link] and also included the top-five hit songs " Wild[image: External link]" and "It's My Party[image: External link]". The release of her third album Sweet Talker[image: External link] (2014) was preceded by the single "Bang Bang[image: External link]" which debuted at number one in the UK and went multi-platinum worldwide. The album made the top 5 in the UK and reached number 10 on the US Billboard 200, her highest-charting album in the US. As of January 2015, Jessie J had sold over 20 million singles and 3 million albums worldwide.[4]

Citing various influences, Jessie J is recognized for an unconventional musical and performance style[5][6] that mixes soul vocals with contemporary R&B, pop, electropop[image: External link],[7][8] and hip-hop beats[image: External link]. Jessie J has garnered various awards and nominations[image: External link] for her music, including the 2011 Critics' Choice Brit Award[image: External link] and the BBC's Sound of 2011[image: External link]. Jessie J has supported various charitable causes, and has appeared on the UK charity telethons BBC Children in Need[image: External link] and Comic Relief. She has served as coach and mentor on the television shows The Voice UK[image: External link] and The Voice Australia[image: External link].
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 Early life




Jessica Ellen Cornish was born in London[image: External link],[2] to Rose (née Archer) and Stephen Cornish. She was educated at Mayfield High School[image: External link] in the London Borough of Redbridge[image: External link]. She attended Colin's Performing Arts School and as an 11-year-old she was cast in Andrew Lloyd Webber's West End production of Whistle Down the Wind[image: External link].[9][10][11] She subsequently joined the National Youth Music Theatre[image: External link] and appeared in their 2002 production of The Late Sleepers.[12]

Cornish has two elder sisters, who were both head girls at school. Unlike her academic sisters, Cornish has stated she was "never really that good at anything". She said, "At school they were like 'oh, you're a Cornish girl' and they kind of expected me to be the same as my sisters. Give me something to draw or an outfit to pick for someone, or hair, make-up, acting, write a song, I'm fine with it, but anything to do with sums – it was never my thing." She also said she never based her intelligence on her exam results.[13] She also said she was always good at singing and it was her "thing". In 2003, aged 15, she won Best Pop Singer in the TV show Britain's Brilliant Prodigies, performing as Jessica Cornish.[14] At the age of 16 she began studying at the BRIT School and at 17 she joined a girl group named Soul Deep.[15] She graduated in the class of 2006 along with singers Adele and Leona Lewis.[16] At 18, she claims she suffered a 'minor stroke[image: External link].'[17] As for her stage name..."To be honest, there’s no real reason for the 'J' in my stage name".[18]
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 Career
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 2006–2010: Career beginnings




Jessie J was signed to Gut Records[image: External link], recording an album for the label, but the company went bankrupt before any material was released.[11][15] She then found success as a songwriter, gaining a Sony ATV publishing contract.[19] She was also the support act for Cyndi Lauper during Lauper's UK dates of her 2008 Bring Ya to the Brink tour (Lauper invited J to join her on stage for the performances of "Girls Just Want To Have Fun[image: External link]"). Jessie has also written lyrics for artists such as Chris Brown[image: External link] and Miley Cyrus[image: External link], including "Party in the U.S.A.[image: External link]".[20][21] Jessie J was also part of a girl band, called Soul Deep, for two years, however, believing "it wasn't going anywhere," she left the group. Despite people thinking that her first notoriety was through YouTube, Jessie was signed for four years before her first video was posted. Jessie first came to the attention of Lava Records when her publisher at Sony/ATV, Rich Christina, sent Lava president Jason Flom[image: External link] a link to her MySpace page, which the record executive loved.[22] After seeing an impressive US showcase, Lava, along with several other labels, was keen to sign the artist but progress was hampered by her management's insistence on, what Flom called, a "crazy deal", and their refusal to let Jessie speak to any labels directly.[22] Despite this, Senior Director of A&R at Lava, Harinder Rana, made surreptitious efforts to meet Jessie on her own in winter of 2008. Later in the year a change in management to Sarah Stennett and Nadia Khan of Crown Music allowed record deal negotiations to take place. Jessie eventually signed with Lava as part of a joint venture with Universal Republic.[22]
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 2010–2012: Who You Are




Jessie J began recording her debut studio album in 2005 and it was completed on 19 January 2011.[23][24] She revealed that "Big White Room" would be on the album and was written from an experience she had when she was 11 years old, although she wrote the song at age 17, in hospital, where a ward mate, a little boy, died.[25] Jessie J says the album's title track, "Who You Are", is one of her proudest creations, she said the song is a "positive role model for young people" and "I always say that I'm half-artist, half-therapist".[25] A song called "Sexy Silk", which appears on the Easy A[image: External link] soundtrack, was originally going to be her first single. However, in late 2010 Jessie J released her first single, "Do It Like a Dude[image: External link]" which was co-written with George Astasio, Tj Normandin, Jason Pebworth, Jon Shave, Kyle Abrahams and Peter Ighile. Originally, she wrote the song with Rihanna in mind because "Rude Boy[image: External link]" was released at the time, partly inspiring the song. She then sent the song to her label, Island Records[image: External link], before sending it to Rihanna's management. Island insisted the song become Jessie J's first single.[26] She wishes to perform the song with Rihanna at one point.[27] The single gained positive reception from critics.[28] The single charted at number two on the UK Singles Chart[image: External link]. Her follow-up single "Price Tag[image: External link]" was released in late January 2011. It was written by Jessie J, Dr. Luke[image: External link], Claude Kelly[image: External link], and B.o.B[image: External link] and peaked at number one on the UK Singles Chart. "Price Tag" was released in the US on 1 February 2011 and peaked at 23 on the Billboard Hot 100.[29] "Price Tag" also charted at number-one in New Zealand and Ireland and is the most successful online video J has released. Her first American television appearance was as the musical guest on NBC's Saturday Night Live on 12 March 2011.[30]

On 25 February 2011 her debut album, Who You Are[image: External link], was released.[31] The album first entered the UK Albums Chart[image: External link] on 6 March 2011 where it charted at number two. The album charted into the top ten in a number of countries and number 11 in the US.[32] After the release she went on to release a third single from the album, "Nobody's Perfect[image: External link]".[33] MTV reported that the single is, so far, only confirmed for release in the United Kingdom.[34] The album's fourth single was "Who's Laughing Now[image: External link]". " Domino[image: External link]" was her second US single.[35] The Dr. Luke[image: External link]-produced track was sent to mainstream radio on 6 September 2011.[36] With the success of Who You Are in North America, Jessie was chosen to tour as the opening act for American pop artist Katy Perry[image: External link]'s California Dreams Tour[image: External link] in 2011 but pulled out after breaking her foot in rehearsals.[37] Jessie J served as the house artist at the 2011 MTV Video Music Awards, performing several of her original songs along with covers around commercial breaks.[38]

On 12 June 2011, at the Summertime Ball[image: External link] held at Wembley Stadium[image: External link], London, Jessie ruptured several tendons in her foot during rehearsals, and performed her set the following day while sitting on a gilded throne.[39] For her appearance at Glastonbury Festival 2011[image: External link] on 25 June 2011, she performed on the throne again, stating that her doctor had told her not to perform with her broken foot which would take six weeks to heal.[40] Jessie J was scheduled to play at several festivals throughout the summer, however it was reported on 1 July 2011 that she would not be able to attend T in the Park[image: External link], T4 on the Beach[image: External link], Wembley:Orange[image: External link], iTunes Festival[image: External link], Lovebox[image: External link], and Oxegen[image: External link] due to the injuries to her foot. Her record label released an official statement on 30 June 2011 that under strict orders from her doctor, she would not be able to perform for a number of weeks so that she could recuperate properly.[41] She returned to the concert circuit in late August, including sets at the V Festival[image: External link][42] and The Big Chill[image: External link]. At the 2011 MTV VMA's she was still in a cast and using the throne.

James Morrison's[image: External link] third studio album, The Awakening[image: External link] features a collaboration with Jessie J called " Up[image: External link]", the song was released as a single on 16 November 2011.[43] Jessie J re-released Who You Are on 9 November 2011, featuring the regular tracks plus " Domino[image: External link]". "Domino" topped the UK charts and became her first top 10 hit in the US, following the success of "Price Tag".[44] While in Australia for the Oceania leg of her Heartbeat tour in support of Who You Are, an interview on a TV talk show ended with her being sawed in half by magician Sam Powers in his thin model[image: External link] sawing illusion. At the 2012 Brit Awards on 21 February, Jessie J received two Brit Award nominations, Best British Female Artist, and Best British Single ("Price Tag").[45]

With featured artist, David Guetta[image: External link], Jessie J released the sixth single, " Laserlight[image: External link]", from her debut album on 4 May 2012. In the United Kingdom, the song debuted at number twenty-six on the UK Singles Chart[image: External link] on the chart issue dated 21 April 2012.[46][47] The following week the song climbed twenty-one positions to number five,[48][49] making it her sixth top ten single from one album. With the charting success, she became the first UK female solo artist to achieve six top-ten singles from a single studio album.[3] The achievement was compared with Lady Gaga, Katy Perry[image: External link], Michael Jackson and boy band Take That, recording artists who previously broke the same record.[50]

On 4 June 2012, Jessie appeared at the Diamond Jubilee Concert[image: External link] for Queen[image: External link] Elizabeth II, performing a duet with will.i.am[image: External link].[51] Together, they performed "I Gotta Feeling[image: External link]", a song she previously recorded with the other four coaches of the televised singing competition, The Voice. She later sang her international hit, "Domino".[52] On 12 August 2012 she performed "Price Tag", "Written in the Stars[image: External link]", " Dynamite[image: External link]", and "You Should Be Dancing[image: External link]" with Tinie Tempah[image: External link] and Taio Cruz[image: External link], and "We Will Rock You[image: External link]" with Queen[image: External link] at the Closing Ceremony of the 2012 Olympic Games[image: External link] in London.[53][54][55] Jessie J was a coach on the BBC One programme The Voice UK[image: External link] for its first two series in 2012 and 2013.[56]
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 2013–present: Alive and Sweet Talker




On 31 January 2012, Jessie J announced that she had begun recording her second studio album.[57] She also stated that she hoped to collaborate with many artists that year, possibly including some of her fellow coaches on The Voice.[58] It was revealed that she worked in the studio with CeeLo Green[image: External link] after he contacted her on Twitter. Jessie has also revealed on Twitter that she worked with Diane Warren and co-author of her song "Price Tag", Claude Kelly[image: External link].

Via microblogging[image: External link] website, Twitter[image: External link], Jessie J announced her first arena tour, called Nice to Meet You Tour (later renamed Alive Tour[image: External link] due to the release of her second studio album titled Alive), which began on 15 October 2013 and concluded on 8 February 2014.[59][60][61] " Wild[image: External link]" was released as the lead single from Alive[image: External link] and was a top 5 hit in both the United Kingdom and Australia. Other singles released from the album included "It's My Party[image: External link]" and " Thunder[image: External link]". Jessie also featured on DJ Cassidy[image: External link]'s debut single "Calling All Hearts[image: External link]", along with Canadian singer Robin Thicke.

Her third studio album Sweet Talker[image: External link] was released on 13 October 2014 in the UK,[62] where it peaked at number 5. "Bang Bang[image: External link]" recorded with Ariana Grande[image: External link] and Nicki Minaj[image: External link] serves as the first single from the album.[63] The song reached number one on the UK Singles Chart[image: External link], becoming her third number one and seventh top five single in the UK.[64] "Bang Bang" debuted on the US Billboard Hot 100 at number 6, making it the second highest new entry of 2014 on the chart.[65] The song became Jessie J's second top 10 single in the US, after her previous single "Domino", and eventually peaked at number 3. In 2015, she became the judge and mentor of The Voice Australia[image: External link].[4] In the nominations for the 2016 Brit Awards, Jessie J's 2015 single " Flashlight[image: External link]" (from the soundtrack to the film Pitch Perfect 2[image: External link]) was among the nominees for Best British Video.[66]
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 Artistry and voice




Although Jessie J was first identified as a soul singer, she primarily records songs of R&B and pop music with hip hop[image: External link] influences. Music critic[image: External link] Matthew Perpetua of Pitchfork Media[image: External link] compared Jessie J to her peers Adele and Amy Winehouse, but suggested she was missing something: "Whereas Adele and Winehouse also have powerhouse voices, they fit into clear aesthetic niches and invest their songs with depth and humanity. Jessie J doesn't have even a fraction of their restraint." Perpetua added: "Her idea of showcasing her gift is to shoot for a blaring melisma[image: External link] on "Mamma Knows Best" that makes Christina Aguilera seem as subtle as Joni Mitchell[image: External link] by comparison."[67]

Ailbhe Malone of the music magazine NME also recognised Cornish's "undeniably potent voice". However, she pointed out the possible "identity crisis" that might have been caused by Jessie's songwriter past: "This is an album of singles for other artists. There’s Rihanna Jessie ('Do It...'), Perry[image: External link] Jessie ('Abracadabra'), Pixie Jessie ('Mamma Knows Best'), Ellie[image: External link] Jessie ('Big White Room')."[68] Caroline Sullivan of The Guardian shared her positive opinion about the singer, saying that "if any singer has the potential to be the British Katy Perry or Pink, with the accompanying millions of sales, it's her". Sullivan also complimented Cornish's attitude: "[Her songs] are delivered with a confidence that money can't buy."[69] Jessie J. has been compared to Katy Perry, and has expressed admiration for Perry's music and her work ethic.. She said, "Her hard work, her dedication, and how she deals with having the world stare at her every move, personally and professionally, with such dignity and strength, is inspiring."[70][71]

Entertainment Weekly[image: External link]'s music critic Adam Markovitz said of Jessie: "The 23-year-old Brit has all the tools, from a monster voice to an ear for hooks[image: External link] — she co-wrote Miley Cyrus[image: External link]' 'Party in the U.S.A.[image: External link]' — and a manic persona that's equal parts Katy Perry, Kristin Chenoweth[image: External link], and Alice Cooper[image: External link]."[72]

Jessie J calls her fans "heartbeats", after her Heartbeat Tour. Of her fans, she has said, "They're amazing, and they're the only reason I'm here at the VMAs and people know who I am ... They support me and buy my albums and singles, and they stand outside hotels, and they come to shows, and they get tattoos of my lyrics and they cut their hair like me. You have to love your fans. That's why I call them my Heartbeats, because without them I wouldn't be here."[73]
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 Personal life




In early 2011, Jessie J suffered a panic attack[image: External link] on stage after she was forced to perform in the dark. "I did a gig recently and had a panic attack on stage," she told NOW[image: External link]. "The night was called 'Black Out' and I had to perform in the dark. I asked them to turn on the lights and they didn't. I was onstage in pitch black and, because I couldn't see anything, I started to panic. It was awful."[74]

Asked about her bisexuality[image: External link] in an interview on the "In Demand" radio show on 3 March 2011, Jessie J stated, "I've never denied it. Whoopie doo guys, yes, I've dated girls and I've dated boys – get over it."[75][76] Sophie Wilkinson of The Guardian argued that Jessie J's sexuality was valuable to young teens, especially for young girls unsure of themselves because of their sexuality and identity, to feel "that this does happen and this is normal."[77] In April 2014, Jessie J renounced her bisexuality in an interview with Daily Mirror's "3am" celebrity tabloid; "For me, it was a phase. But I'm not saying bisexuality is a phase for everybody", she said.[78]

She is a supporter of Premier League[image: External link] football club Tottenham Hotspur F.C.[image: External link].[79] In 2014, Jessie J relocated from London[image: External link] to Los Angeles[image: External link], California[image: External link]. She cited work opportunities and dissatisfaction with the level of focus in the UK on her personal life rather than on her singing, saying, "In America they see me as a singer whereas here I feel that people don’t appreciate my voice."[80] In November 2014, she confirmed that she was dating American singer Luke James[image: External link].[81] Jessie J identifies as a feminist[image: External link], she believes that equal rights should be a normality and that her responsibility of being a woman includes "being confident and not standing down for any ego or suit."[82]
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 Philanthropy




Jessie J has appeared on the major UK charity telethons, Children in Need[image: External link] and Comic Relief, both broadcast on the BBC. She confirmed on 2 August 2011 that she would be shaving her hair off for charity in 2012. Speaking via her official Twitter[image: External link] account she said: "It’s hair, It will grow back. Even if it takes 2 years, if it saves lives it’s worth it. Even if its 1 life that’s something."[83] On 15 March 2013, Jessie's head was shaved live during Red Nose Day 2013[image: External link], helping to raise money for Comic Relief.[84][85]

In November 2011, Jessie J performed "Nobody's Perfect[image: External link]" at the charity concert Children in Need Rocks Manchester[image: External link] held at the Manchester Arena[image: External link] to raise money for Children in Need 2011[image: External link].[86][87] Jessie J is a supporter of UK children's charity[image: External link] Believe in Magic, a charity that grants wishes to terminally ill children across the UK.[88] In July 2012 she performed " Laserlight[image: External link]" on stage with a 7 year old fan, leukaemia sufferer Daniel Sullivan, who would pass away four months later.[88]
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 Discography




Main article: Jessie J discography[image: External link]



	
Who You Are[image: External link] (2011)

	
Alive[image: External link] (2013)

	
Sweet Talker[image: External link] (2014)
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 Filmography






	Television



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2011
	Saturday Night Live
	Herself
	(season 36) Zach Galifianakis/Jessie J



	2012-2013
	The Voice UK[image: External link]
	Herself
	Coach (seasons 1-2)



	2015-2016
	The Voice Australia[image: External link]
	Herself
	Coach (seasons 4-5)



	2016
	Grease Live[image: External link]
	Grease (Is The Word) Singer
	Live Television Special






	Film



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2016
	Ice Age: Collision Course[image: External link]
	Brooke
	Voice
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 Tours




Main article: List of Jessie J concert tours[image: External link]
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 Headlining





	
Stand Up Tour[image: External link] (2011)

	
Heartbeat Tour[image: External link] (2011–12)

	
Alive Tour[image: External link] (2013)

	2014 Summer Tour (2014)

	
Sweet Talker Tour[image: External link] (2015)
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 Opening





	
Girls Aloud[image: External link] Tangled Up Tour[image: External link] (2008)


	
Chris Brown[image: External link] Fan Appreciation Tour (2009)
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 Special guest





	
The Jingle Ball Tour[image: External link] (December 2014)
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 See also





	List of awards and nominations received by Jessie J[image: External link]
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Artists and Repertoire






This article is about the profession. For the New York recording studio, see A & R Recording[image: External link]. For the Australian bookseller, see Angus & Robertson[image: External link].

Artists and repertoire (A&R) is the division of a record label[image: External link] or music publishing company that is responsible for talent scouting and overseeing the artistic development of recording artists[image: External link] and songwriters.[1] It also acts as a liaison between artists and the record label or publishing company; every activity involving artists to the point of album release is generally considered under the purview, and responsibility, of A&R.



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Responsibilities
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 Finding talent




The A&R division of a record label is responsible for finding new recording artists[image: External link] and bringing those artists to the record company. Personnel in the A&R division are expected to understand the current tastes of the market and to be able to find artists that will be commercially successful. For this reason, A&R people are often young and many are musicians, music journalists[image: External link] or record producers[image: External link].[2]

An A&R executive is authorized to offer a record contract[image: External link], often in the form of a "deal memo": a short informal document that establishes a business relationship between the recording artist and the record company.[2] The actual contract negotiations will typically be carried out by rival entertainment lawyers[image: External link] hired by the musician's manager[image: External link] and the record company.[3]

A&R executives rely mostly on the word of mouth[image: External link] of trusted associates, critics and business contacts, rather than on unsolicited demo tapes.[4] They also tend to favor the bands that play in the same city as the record label's offices.[4]
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 Overseeing the recording process




The A&R division of a record label oversees the recording[image: External link] process. This includes helping the artist to find the right record producer, scheduling time in a recording studio and advising the artist on all aspects of making a high-quality recording. They work with the artist to choose the best songs (i.e. repertoire[image: External link]) to record. For artists who do not write their own music, the A&R person will assist in finding songs and songwriters. A&R executives maintain contact with their counterparts at music publishing companies[image: External link] to get new songs and material from songwriters and producers.

As the record nears completion, the A&R department works closely with the artist to determine whether the record is acceptable to the record company. This process may include suggesting that new songs need to be written or that some album tracks need to be re-recorded. A key issue is whether the album has a single: a particular track which can be used to market[image: External link] the record on radio.
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 Assisting with marketing and promotion




Once the record is completed, the A&R department consults with marketing, promotion[image: External link], the artist[image: External link] and their management to choose one or more singles to help promote the record.
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 History and influence




The tastes of particular A&R executives have influenced the course of music history. A&R man John H. Hammond[image: External link] discovered Billie Holiday[image: External link], Bob Dylan, Aretha Franklin[image: External link] and Bruce Springsteen. Hammond's colleagues were initially skeptical of these artists because none of them appeared to be creating "commercial" music. Hammond's instincts proved to be correct, and these artists went on to sell hundreds of millions of records.[5] George Daly[image: External link], Hammond's colleague at Columbia Records, proved the same instinct with bands as varied as outliers as the Tubes and Tool during his career. Geffen Records[image: External link]' Gary Gersh signed the band Nirvana[image: External link] at a time when alternative rock[image: External link] music was not considered commercial.[6] Gersh was able to convince his co-workers to push the record in spite of their misgivings.[7] In cases like these, A&R people have radically changed the direction of popular musical tastes and introduced large numbers of people to new sounds.

This kind of prescience is, however, the exception rather than the rule. Historically, A&R executives have tended to sign new artists that fit into recent trends and who resemble acts that are currently successful. For example, Columbia Records' A&R man in the 1950s, Mitch Miller[image: External link], favored traditional pop singers like Guy Mitchell[image: External link] and Patti Page[image: External link], and rejected early rock-'n'-rollers Elvis Presley and Buddy Holly[image: External link].

This "trend following" mindset has generated several waves of narrowly defined genres, leading to a perception of triteness, including teen pop[image: External link] (1998–2001), alternative rock[image: External link] (1993–1996), glam metal[image: External link] (1986–1991) and disco[image: External link] (1976–1978). Trend following can be counter-productive, since it has often led to a backlash[image: External link]. Towards the end of the life of each wave, record companies have found themselves faced with enormous losses, as consumers' tastes changed. For example, at the end of the disco boom in 1978, millions of records were returned by record retailers, causing a deep recession in the music business that lasted until 1982, when Michael Jackson's Thriller finally brought the public back into record stores in large numbers.[8]

The general move towards more conservative and business-minded signings from the 1980s onwards is seen to be symptomatic of an industry where the most powerful figures are no longer music fans or people with musical backgrounds, but business people. Traditionally A&R executives were composers, arrangers and producers – Atlantic Records[image: External link]'s heads Jerry Wexler[image: External link] and Ahmet Ertegun[image: External link] were producers and composers respectively – but an A&R with musical ability and knowledge has become a rarity, with Ron Fair[image: External link] and Martin Kierszenbaum[image: External link] being notable recent exceptions.[9] The composer and arranger Richard Niles[image: External link] has said,


What you've got now is huge multinational companies where most of their A&R staff are businessmen. They’re people who look at music from the standpoint of marketing, not from the standpoint of music and talent. They will say, "Go out and get me anything that's popular now."[9]
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 Regional variations




According to Rhythm King Records[image: External link] and Lizard King Records[image: External link] founder Martin Heath, the A&R community in the UK is more integrated than it is in the US, being very London-centric and encompassing a relatively small number of people.[10] "If scouts are chasing a band, you’ll see the same thirty people in one room. You get a herd mentality in the UK, but also some very diverse signings as well," he said in an interview with HitQuarters.[10] Heath believes that in the USA it is more typical for A&R to wait until a band is established – having attracted other offers or achieved a level of sales – before taking action, a technique which often works out as being more expensive.[10]
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 Recent changes




See also: 2000s in the music industry[image: External link]


New forms of digital distribution have changed the relationship between consumers and the music they choose. Gerd Leonhard and others argue that the wide selection of music on digital services has allowed music consumers to bypass the traditional role of A&R.[11] In the wake of declining record sales[image: External link], a large number of A&R staffers have been terminated.[12] It is unclear whether A&R executives will shape the future of musical tastes as they have in the past.
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 See also





	Chas Chandler[image: External link]

	Clive Davis[image: External link]

	Kara DioGuardi[image: External link]

	David Geffen[image: External link]

	Loren Israel[image: External link]

	John Kalodner[image: External link]

	Clyde Otis[image: External link]
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Kilburn, London






Kilburn is an area of north-west London[image: External link], England, situated 3.75 miles (6.0 km) north-west of Charing Cross[image: External link]. The main thoroughfare running northwest-southeast is Kilburn High Road, part of the modern A5 road[image: External link], which forms the boundary between the boroughs of Brent[image: External link] and Camden[image: External link] and is in postcode NW6. A small section is located within the City of Westminster[image: External link], with postcode W9. The road dates back to pre-Roman times and is part of the Roman road[image: External link] known as Watling Street[image: External link]. The town of Kilburn has its origins in a 12th-century priory[image: External link] on the banks of the Kilburn Brook. Kilburn today is a busy and multicultural London district. It has one of the capital's highest Irish[image: External link] populations, as well as a sizable Afro-Caribbean[image: External link] population. The area is identified in the London Plan[image: External link] as one of 35 major centres in Greater London[image: External link].[3]



TOP
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 History




Kilburn High Road originated as an ancient trackway[image: External link], part of a Celtic[image: External link] route between the settlements now known as Canterbury[image: External link] and St Albans[image: External link]. Under Roman rule[image: External link], the route was paved. In Anglo-Saxon[image: External link] times the road became known as Watling Street[image: External link].[4]

Kilburn grew up on the banks of a stream which has been known variously as Cuneburna, Kelebourne and Cyebourne, which flows from Hampstead[image: External link] down through Hyde Park[image: External link] and into the River Thames[image: External link]. It is suggested the name means either Royal River or Cattle River (' Bourne[image: External link]' being an Anglo-Saxon word for 'river'). The river is known today as the River Westbourne[image: External link]. From the 1850s it was piped underground and is now one of London's many underground rivers[image: External link].

The name Kilburn was first recorded in 1134 as Cuneburna, referring to the priory[image: External link] which had been built on the site of the cell of a hermit known as Godwyn.[5] Godwyn had built his hermitage by the Kilburn river during the reign of Henry I[image: External link], and both his hermitage and the priory took their name from the river.[6]

Kilburn Priory[image: External link] was a small community of nuns, probably Augustinian canonesses[image: External link]. It was founded in 1134 at the Kilburn river crossing on Watling Street (the modern-day junction of Kilburn High Road and Belsize Road). Kilburn Priory's position on Watling Street meant that it became a popular resting point for pilgrims heading for the shrines at St Albans[image: External link] and Willesden[image: External link]. The Priory was dissolved in 1536-37 by Henry VIII[image: External link], and nothing remains of it today.[7] The priory lands included a mansion and a hostium (a guesthouse), which may have been the origin of the Red Lion pub, thought to have been founded in 1444. Opposite, the Bell Inn was opened around 1600, on the site of the old mansion.[6]

The fashion for taking 'medicinal waters' in the 18th century came to Kilburn when a well of chalybeate[image: External link] waters (water impregnated with iron) was discovered near the Bell Inn in 1714. In an attempt to compete with the nearby Hampstead[image: External link] Well, gardens and a 'great room' were opened to promote the well, and its waters were promoted in journals of the day as cure for 'stomach ailments':[6]


Kilburn Wells, near Paddington.—The waters are now in the utmost perfection; the gardens enlarged and greatly improved; the house and offices re-painted and beautified in the most elegant manner. The whole is now open for the reception of the public, the great room being particularly adapted to the use and amusement of the politest companies. Fit either for music, dancing, or entertainments. This happy spot is equally celebrated for its rural situation, extensive prospects, and the acknowledged efficacy of its waters; is most delightfully situated on the site of the once famous Abbey of Kilburn, on the Edgware Road, at an easy distance, being but a morning's walk, from the metropolis, two miles from Oxford Street; the footway from the Mary-bone across the fields still nearer. A plentiful larder is always provided, together with the best of wines and other liquors. Breakfasting and hot loaves. A printed account of the waters, as drawn up by an eminent physician, is given gratis at the Wells.

— The Public Advertiser, July 17, 1773[8]



In the 19th century the wells declined, but the Kilburn Wells remained popular as a tea garden. The Bell was demolished and rebuilt in 1863, the building which stands there today. The Kilburn stretch of Watling Street, now called Edgware Road[image: External link] and Kilburn High Road, was gradually built up with inns and farm houses. Despite the discovery of a medicinal well in 1714, and the creation of gardens and a fine room to exploit the water, Kilburn did not attract any significant building until around 1819 in the area near St John's Wood[image: External link].[6]

Between 1839 and 1856 the newsagent and future First Lord of the Admiralty William Henry Smith[image: External link] lived in a house to the west of Kilburn High Road. Much of the area was developed in the last decades of the 19th century by Solomon Barnett, who named many of the streets after places in the West Country (e.g. Torbay) or after popular poets of the day (e.g. Tennyson) in honour of his wife.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The funeral of Michael Gaughan[image: External link], an Irish republican bomber who was part of the Provisional Irish Republican Army[image: External link] (IRA) and died from hunger strike[image: External link] in 1974, took place on 8 June 1974, when over 3,000 mourners lined the streets of Kilburn and marched behind his coffin, which was flanked by an IRA 'honour guard', to a Requiem Mass[image: External link] held in the Church of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.[9][10][11] The Biddy Mulligan's pub on High Road, which was popular among the local Irish population, was bombed in retaliation on 21 December 1975 by the Ulster Defence Association[image: External link] (UDA), an Ulster loyalist[image: External link] group during the Troubles[image: External link] of Northern Ireland[image: External link]. Although there were 90 people in the pub at the time of the bomb, there were few injuries, but it created fears that Ulster loyalist violence would spread to IRA strongholds in mainland Britain such as Kilburn, as most bombings in London at that time were from Irish republicans such as the IRA.[12][13]
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 Governance




The boundary between the boroughs of Camden and Brent runs along the middle of Kilburn High Road. The electoral wards of 'Kilburn (Camden)' and 'Kilburn (Brent)' cover most of the area.
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 Demographics




Kilburn has a number of different ethnic groups, including people of Irish[image: External link], Afro-Caribbean[image: External link], Indian[image: External link], Bangladeshi[image: External link], Pakistani[image: External link], Eritrean[image: External link] and Ethiopian[image: External link] descent. As the area is split between more than one London borough, statistics are gathered from different parts of Kilburn.[14][15]

13% of the population was born in Ireland[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]] with an even higher percentage of second-generation (born in England of Irish descent) people, [clarification needed[image: External link]] giving it the highest Irish population of any London area.[16] Irish community activities, pubs, local GAA[image: External link] sports clubs,[17] and annual St Patrick's Day[image: External link] celebrations are prominent in parts of the area. The 2007 Irish-language film Kings[image: External link] has been associated with Kilburn, and is based on Jimmy Murphy[image: External link]'s play, The Kings of the Kilburn High Road[image: External link].[18]

The Kilburn ward of Brent was 28% White British, 17% White Other, and 12% Black African in the 2011 census.[19] The Kilburn ward of Camden was 35% White British and 19% White Other.[20] The Maida Vale ward of Westminster was 38% White British and 22% White Other.[21]
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 Landmarks
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 Kilburn High Road




For the railway station, see Kilburn High Road station[image: External link].

Kilburn High Road is the main road in Kilburn. It follows a part of the line of the Roman[image: External link] route, Iter III in the Antonine Itinerary[image: External link], which later took the Anglo-Saxon[image: External link] name Watling Street[image: External link]. This was based on an earlier Celtic[image: External link] route from Verlamion[image: External link] to Durovernum Cantiacorum[image: External link], modern day St Albans[image: External link] and Canterbury[image: External link].

Running roughly north-west to south-east, it forms the boundary between the London boroughs of Camden[image: External link] to the east and Brent[image: External link] to the west. It is the section of the Edgware Road[image: External link] (itself part of the A5[image: External link]) between Shoot Up Hill and Maida Vale[image: External link].

There are two railway stations on Kilburn High Road: Brondesbury station[image: External link] (London Overground[image: External link] on the North London Line[image: External link]). Approximately 1.25 km (nearly a mile) further south is Kilburn High Road station[image: External link] (also London Overground, on the Watford DC Line[image: External link]). Kilburn Park tube station[image: External link], on the Bakerloo line[image: External link], lies a little west of the southern end of the High Road.

The green space of Kilburn Grange Park[image: External link] is located to the east side of Kilburn High Road.

The name of Ian Dury[image: External link]'s first band, Kilburn and the High Roads[image: External link], refers to this road, as does the Flogging Molly[image: External link] song, "Kilburn High Road" and the Shack[image: External link] song, "Kilburn High Road".
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 Gaumont State Cinema




Main article: Gaumont State Cinema[image: External link]


A landmark in Kilburn High Road is the Grade II* listed[image: External link] Art Deco[image: External link] Gaumont State Cinema, designed by George Coles[image: External link] and opened in 1937. It was the biggest auditorium in Europe at the time, with seating for 4,004 people. For twenty years, the building was run as a bingo hall by Mecca Bingo[image: External link]. It is now owned by Ruach City Church.
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 The Tricycle Theatre




In 1980 the Tricycle Theatre[image: External link] was opened in a converted Foresters'[image: External link] Hall on Kilburn High Road north of Buckley Road. The Tricycle now includes a gallery, cinema as well as the theatre. It has a reputation for political dramas including dramatisations of significant court cases and a play about the US detention centre at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba[image: External link], which subsequently transferred to the West End[image: External link] and to New York City[image: External link]. Reflecting the culturally diverse local community, the Tricycle theatre presents many international pieces and films, often in original language with English subtitles, and hosts or runs social and educational programmes.
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 Other buildings




To the south, the Kilburn skyline is dominated by the Gothic[image: External link] spire of St. Augustine's, Kilburn[image: External link]. Completed in 1880 by the architect John Loughborough Pearson[image: External link], the church has an ornate Victorian interior, a carved stone reredos and screen and stained glass, adjacent to its partners, St Augustine's Primary and Secondary Schools[image: External link]. The church is sometimes nicknamed "the Cathedral of North London[image: External link]" due to its size[22] - at the time of construction, it was the third-largest place of worship in London, after St Paul's Cathedral[image: External link] and Westminster Abbey[image: External link].

Located at 10 Cambridge Avenue, just off Kilburn High Road, is "The Animals WW1 memorial dispensary". The building itself dates back to the early 1930s. Formally opened in March 1931, it treated over 6,000 animals in its first year. The front of the building has a large bronze plaque above the door as a memorial to animals killed in the first world war. It's an impressive piece of bronze sculpture by F Brook Hitch of Hertford. Next door at 12-14 Cambridge Avenue, is one of the only surviving London examples of a "Tin Tabernacle[image: External link]" from 1863, which is currently used by a local Arts charity. This very unusual building is grade 2 listed and is open to the public on Saturdays.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Just to the south of St. Augustine's on Carlton Vale stood the Carlton Tavern[image: External link], a pub built in 1920-21 for Charrington Brewery[image: External link] and thought to be the work of the architect Frank J Potter. The building, noted for its unaltered 1920s interiors and faience[image: External link] tile[image: External link] exterior, was being considered by Historic England[image: External link] for Grade II listing[image: External link] when it was unexpectedly demolished in March 2015 by the property developer[image: External link] CLTX Ltd to make way for a new block of flats.[23]

205 High Road was home to the Irish pub Biddy Mulligan's. It was built in 1862 as was originally known as the The Victoria Tavern. It was renamed in the 1970s, with the name Biddy Mulligan taken from a character of Irish comedian Jimmy O'Dea[image: External link], a character dressed as a female street seller in Dublin[image: External link] from the 1930s onwards. The pub was bombed on 21 December 1975 by the Ulster Defence Association[image: External link] (UDA), an Ulster loyalist[image: External link] group that fought against Irish republicans[image: External link] in Northern Ireland[image: External link] (The Troubles[image: External link]). The pub was later renamed as Biddy's, before briefly turning into an Australian[image: External link] sports bar called Southern K, and then closing in 2009 to make way for a new Ladbrokes[image: External link] branch.[12][13]
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 Location in context
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 Transport
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 Tube/train




Kilburn High Road is served by several railway lines which traverse the road in an east-west direction, connecting the area with central London and outer north-west London suburbs. The railways were first introduced to Kilburn in 1852 when the LNWR[image: External link] opened Kilburn & Maida Vale station (today's Kilburn High Road railway station[image: External link]), followed by two stations opened in the Brondesbury[image: External link] area of Kilburn by the Hampstead Junction Railway[image: External link] (1860) and the Metropolitan Railway[image: External link] (1879). Numerous plans were drawn up at the turn of the 20th century to construct an underground railway tunnel under the length of the Edgware Road and Kilburn High Road[image: External link], including an unusual scheme to build a type of subterranean monorail roller coaster, but these proposals were abandoned.[24] Today, Kilburn is served by London Underground[image: External link] and London Overground[image: External link] from the following stations:[25][26]





	
Kilburn Park Station[image: External link] (London Underground - Bakerloo line)- Central Kilburn

	
Brondesbury Station[image: External link] (London Overground - North London line)- North Kilburn

	
Kilburn High Road Station[image: External link] (London Overground - Watford DC line)- Central Kilburn



Despite its name, Kilburn tube station[image: External link] is actually in Brondesbury Park[27] rather than in Kilburn itself.
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 Bus




Kilburn is served by many bus routes that go along the High Road. Most routes come south from Cricklewood, and serve various points in central and west London.[28]
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 Sport





	Kilburn is home to Kilburn Cosmos RFC, one of the few rugby clubs in inner London.

	
South Kilburn F.C.[image: External link] play in the Combined Counties League[image: External link]


	Kilburn is home to Kilburn Gaels Hurling Club.

	Kilburn Football Club play in the Middlesex County League, and hold regular training sessions in Grange Park.

	One of the 12 founder members of the Football Association[image: External link] was formed in Kilburn in 1863. It was referred to as the N.N. Club[image: External link] or N.N. Kilburn, "N.N." being thought to stand for "Non Name". It supplied the first president of the Football Association.
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 Notable residents




Notable people who live or have lived in Kilburn include:



	Oni Akerele[image: External link]

	Lily Allen

	Gerry Anderson[image: External link]

	Roderick Bradley[image: External link]

	Todd Carty[image: External link]

	Edwyn Collins[image: External link]

	
Jack Dromey[image: External link] [29]


	Brian Eno[image: External link]

	Thomas Hodge[image: External link]

	Annie Mac[image: External link]

	A. A. Milne[image: External link]

	George Orwell[image: External link]

	
China Miéville[image: External link][30]


	David Mitchell[image: External link]

	Kate Moss[image: External link]

	Cillian Murphy[image: External link]

	Daisy Ridley[image: External link]

	Gavin Rossdale[image: External link]

	
Andrew Sachs[image: External link][31]


	Zadie Smith[image: External link]

	Tommy Sparks[image: External link]

	Josiah Stamp, 1st Baron Stamp[image: External link]

	Charles "Chucky" Venn[image: External link]

	
Louis Wain[image: External link][32]


	Robert Webb[image: External link]

	David Winner[image: External link]

	Bradley Wiggins[image: External link]






[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ "Brent Ward population 2011"[image: External link]. Neighbourhood Statistics. Office for National Statistics. Retrieved 19 October 2016.


	
^ "Camden Ward population 2011"[image: External link]. Neighbourhood Statistics. Office for National Statistics. Retrieved 20 October 2016.


	
^ Mayor of London[image: External link] (February 2008). "London Plan (Consolidated with Alterations since 2004)"[image: External link] (PDF). Greater London Authority[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on 2 June 2010.


	
^ "The Virtual Tour of Kilburn"[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 21 March 2007. Retrieved 7 December 2014.


	
^ Edward Wedlake Brayley[image: External link] (1834). The Graphic and Historical Illustrator: An Original Miscellany of Literary, Antiquarian and Topographical Information[image: External link] (JPG, PDF). J. Chidley. Retrieved 7 December 2014.


	
^ a b c d C.R. Elrington (editor), T.F.T. Baker, Diane K. Bolton, Patricia E.C. Croot (1989). "Kilburn, Edgware Road and Cricklewood"[image: External link]. A History of the County of Middlesex: Volume 9 (sourced from British History Online). Retrieved 7 December 2014.


	
^ "Kilburn"[image: External link]. Brent Heritage. 2002. Retrieved 7 December 2014.


	
^ "Kilburn and St John's Wood"[image: External link]. British History Online. Retrieved 7 December 2014.


	
^ Aengus O Snodaigh[image: External link]. "Take me home to Mayo – 25th anniversary of Michael Gaughan's death"[image: External link]. An Phoblacht[image: External link]. Retrieved 13 June 2007.


	
^ "work of Raymond Jackson"[image: External link]. British Cartoon Archive[image: External link]. Retrieved 13 June 2007.


	
^ "Kilburn Funeral"[image: External link]. British Cartoon Archive[image: External link]. Retrieved 13 June 2007.


	
^ a b http://kilburnandwillesdenhistory.blogspot.co.uk/2015/08/an-ira-funeral-march-and-bomb-at-biddy.html[image: External link]


	
^ a b http://www.london24.com/news/old-london/eight_old_pictures_of_kilburn_1_3690378[image: External link]


	
^ Brent Council (2001). "Kilburn Ward 2001 census"[image: External link]. Retrieved 7 December 2014.


	
^ Camden Council (2001). "Kilburn Ward 2001 census"[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 9 February 2009. Retrieved 7 December 2014.


	
^ "In the Green Fields of Kilburn: Reflections on a Quantitative Study of Irish Migrants in North London"[image: External link] (PDF). Anthropology Matters Journal. February 2002. Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on 19 February 2012. Retrieved 7 December 2014.


	
^ "Kilburn Gaels Hurling Club"[image: External link]. Retrieved 7 December 2014.


	
^ Ferriter, Diarmuid. "Paddies' pain"[image: External link]. Irish Examiner. Retrieved 7 December 2014.


	
^ http://www.ukcensusdata.com/kilburn-e05000094[image: External link]


	
^ http://www.ukcensusdata.com/kilburn-e05000140[image: External link]


	
^ http://www.ukcensusdata.com/maida-vale-e05000640[image: External link]


	
^ "Saint Augustine's Kilburn"[image: External link]. Retrieved 8 December 2014.


	
^ "Bulldozers level historic pub after being denied planning permission"[image: External link]. The Telegraph. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 16 April 2015. Retrieved 17 April 2015.


	
^ Badsey-Ellis, Antony (2005). London's lost tube schemes. Harrow: Capital Transport. pp. 62–63; 79–83; 264–267. ISBN[image: External link]  1-85414-293-3[image: External link].


	
^ "Kilburn station"[image: External link]. TfL. Retrieved 14 January 2014.


	
^ "Kilburn High Road"[image: External link]. National Rail. Retrieved 14 January 2014.


	
^ http://www.ukcensusdata.com/brondesbury-park-e05000087#sthash.1sqzAf6A.dpbs[image: External link]


	
^ Transport for London (2012). "Buses from Kilburn High Road"[image: External link] (PDF). Bus route map. Retrieved 2014-01-14.


	
^ http://www.jackdromey.org/about-jack[image: External link]


	
^ http://www.3ammagazine.com/litarchives/2003/feb/interview_china_mieville.html[image: External link]


	
^ Osley, Richard (30 October 2008). "Make a meal of it! Fawlty Towers actor in BBC Radio 2 row opens brand new hospital restaurant"[image: External link]. Camden New Journal[image: External link]. New Journal Enterprises. Retrieved 14 December 2008.


	
^ http://blog.wellcomelibrary.org/2011/05/a-celebration-of-louis-wains-cats-at-brent-museum/[image: External link]







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	Tourist information[image: External link]

	History of Kilburn's Theatres[image: External link]





Categories[image: External link]:

	Areas of London[image: External link]

	Districts of the London Borough of Brent[image: External link]

	Districts of the London Borough of Camden[image: External link]

	Districts of the City of Westminster[image: External link]

	Irish diaspora in England[image: External link]

	Major centres of London[image: External link]

	Kilburn, London[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 30 May 2017, at 09:07.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Kilburn, London: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kilburn,_London [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Kilburn,_London [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 History

	2 Rebranding

	3 Subsidiary labels

	4 American editions

	5 Canadian editions

	6 Purchase by Thorn EMI

	7 Merger

	8 Virgin Music international companies

	9 See also

	10 References

	11 External links





Virgin Records






Virgin Records is a former British and current American record label[image: External link] founded by English entrepreneurs Richard Branson[image: External link], Simon Draper, Nik Powell[image: External link], and musician Tom Newman[image: External link] in 1972. The company grew to be a worldwide phenomenon over time, with the success of its platinum performers such as Janet Jackson, Roy Orbison[image: External link], Devo[image: External link], Genesis[image: External link], Keith Richards[image: External link], the Human League, Culture Club, Simple Minds[image: External link], Lenny Kravitz[image: External link], dc Talk[image: External link], the Smashing Pumpkins[image: External link], Mike Oldfield[image: External link], Spice Girls and more on their list of artists.[1] It was later sold to Thorn EMI[image: External link] in 1992.

Currently wholly owned by Universal Music Group[image: External link] after its purchase of EMI[image: External link] in 2012, UMG absorbed Virgin's British operations, Virgin Records, Ltd., to create Virgin EMI Records[image: External link] in March 2013, which in turn absorbed Mercury Records[image: External link]' UK operations.[2]

Today, the operations of Virgin Records America, Inc. (a unit of Virgin Records, Ltd.) are still active and headquartered in Hollywood, California[image: External link], as it operates exclusively under the Capitol Music Group[image: External link] since 2007.[3] A heavily minor amount of artists remain on Virgin Records America's roster, which today is mostly occupied with European artists such as Bastille[image: External link], Circa Waves[image: External link], Corinne Bailey Rae[image: External link], Ella Eyre[image: External link], Grizfolk[image: External link], Walking on Cars[image: External link], Seinabo Sey[image: External link], and Prides[image: External link]. US artists include Knox Hamilton, L'Tric and Rise Against[image: External link].
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 History




Branson and Powell had initially run a small record shop called Virgin Records and Tapes on Notting Hill Gate[image: External link], London, specialising particularly in " krautrock[image: External link]" imports, and offering bean bags and free vegetarian food for the benefit of customers listening to the music on offer.[4] In fact the first real store was above a shoe shop at the Tottenham Court Road end of Oxford Street. After making the shop into a success, they turned their business into a fully fledged record label. The name Virgin, according to Branson (in his autobiography), arose from Tessa Watts[image: External link], a colleague of his, when they were brainstorming business ideas. She suggested Virgin – as they were all new to business – like "virgins".[5] The original Virgin logo (known to fans as the "Gemini" or "Twins" logo) was designed by English artist and illustrator Roger Dean[image: External link]: a young naked woman in mirror image with a large long-tailed serpent and the word "Virgin" in Dean's familiar script. A variation on the logo was used for the spin-off Caroline Records[image: External link] label.

The first release on the label was the progressive rock[image: External link] album Tubular Bells[image: External link] by multi-instrumentalist Mike Oldfield[image: External link], who was discovered by Tom Newman and brought to Simon Draper – who eventually persuaded Richard and Nik to present it as their first release in 1973, produced by Tom Newman, for which the fledgling label garnered unprecedented acclaim.[6] This was soon followed by some notable krautrock releases, including electronic breakthrough album Phaedra[image: External link] by Tangerine Dream[image: External link] (which went Top 20), and The Faust Tapes[image: External link] and Faust IV[image: External link] by Faust[image: External link]. The Faust Tapes album retailed for 49p (the price of a 7" single) and as a result allowed this relatively unknown band to reach number 12 in the album charts[citation needed[image: External link]]. Other early albums include Gong[image: External link]'s Flying Teapot (Radio Gnome Invisible, Pt. 1)[image: External link], which Daevid Allen[image: External link] has been quoted as having never been paid for.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Rebranding




Although Virgin was initially one of the key labels of English and European progressive rock, the 1977 signing of the Sex Pistols[image: External link] (who had already been signed and then dropped by both EMI[image: External link] and A&M[image: External link]) reinvented the label as a new-wave outpost, a move that plunged the record company into the mainstream of the punk rock era.[6] Under the guidance of Tessa Watts[image: External link], Virgin's Head of Publicity (and later, also Director of Production), the Pistols rocketed the label to success.[7] Shortly afterwards, the Notting Hill record shop (above which the label's office was located) was raided by police for having a window display of the Sex Pistols' album Never Mind the Bollocks, Here's the Sex Pistols[image: External link] in the window. Afterwards they signed other new wave groups: Boxer[image: External link], Culture Club, Fingerprintz[image: External link], Gillan[image: External link], Holly and the Italians[image: External link], Human League[image: External link] (whose "Don't You Want Me" was the label's first chart-topping single, in 1981), Magazine[image: External link], Skids[image: External link], the Motors[image: External link], Penetration[image: External link], the Ruts[image: External link], Shooting Star[image: External link], Simple Minds[image: External link], and XTC[image: External link].

After modified versions of the twins label came the red, white and blue design introduced in 1975, which coincided with the height of punk and new wave.[8] The current Virgin logo (known informally as "the scrawl") was created in 1978, commissioned by Simon Draper, then managing director of Virgin Records Limited. Brian Cooke of Cooke Key Associates commissioned a graphic designer to produce a stylised signature. The logo was first used on Mike Oldfield's Incantations[image: External link] album in 1978 and by the Virgin Records label exclusively until gradually other parts of the Virgin Group adopted it, including Virgin Atlantic[image: External link], Virgin Mobile[image: External link] and Virgin Money[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Subsidiary labels
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 Current





	In 1983 Virgin purchased Charisma Records[image: External link], renaming it Charisma/Virgin, then later Virgin/Charisma, before folding the label in 1986 and transferring its remaining artists to Virgin. In the process they acquired Genesis[image: External link] and comedy group Monty Python[image: External link]. The Charisma label was reactivated in the US in 1990 and enjoyed success with signings such as Maxi Priest[image: External link], Right Said Fred[image: External link], 38 Special[image: External link] and Enigma[image: External link]. When this Charisma label was retired in 1992, all of its artists were, as before, transferred to Virgin.

	In 1987, Venture Records was created for new age and modern classical artists including Klaus Schulze[image: External link], who had been associated with Virgin since the early 1970s. (Virgin had distributed UK editions of his German albums since 1974, and he had almost been signed as a Virgin artist in 1976, but the deal was cancelled after a conflict between Virgin and his German label.)

	10 Records

	Immortal Records[image: External link]

	Delabel (France)
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 Former





	
Caroline Records[image: External link] was a budget label used from 1973 to 1977. The name and logo were later used for some American editions of Virgin records in the 1980s and 1990s. Caroline was primarily used for independent distribution until the label was reactivated in 2013. Today, Caroline Records acts as an independent label taking the place of EMI Label Services, after Virgin's former parent company EMI was purchased by Universal Music Group.

	
Front Line Records[image: External link] (or Virgin's Front Line) was a label for issuing Jamaican and English reggae music from 1978 to approximately 1987. It became an actual label name in 1978 when it succeeded a category of Virgin albums and singles marketed as "The Front line Series" which went back to 1976, when a reggae compilation album titled The Front Line was issued on Virgin. Front Line artists included U-Roy[image: External link], U Brown[image: External link], The Mighty Diamonds[image: External link], Keith Hudson[image: External link], Althea and Donna[image: External link], Jah Lloyd[image: External link], Johnny Clarke[image: External link], The Gladiators[image: External link], Peter Tosh[image: External link], I Roy[image: External link], Tappa Zukie[image: External link], Sly Dunbar[image: External link], The Twinkle Brothers[image: External link], Prince Far I[image: External link], Big Youth[image: External link], The Abyssinians[image: External link], Culture[image: External link], Gregory Isaacs[image: External link] and Linton Kwesi Johnson[image: External link].

	A short-lived associated label, Dindisc[image: External link], had Orchestral Manoeuvres in the Dark[image: External link] and The Monochrome Set[image: External link] during its brief existence (1980–1981), after which its recordings became part of Virgin's catalogue.

	
Noo Trybe Records[image: External link] was a hip hop record label that existed from 1994 to 1999. The label consisted of mostly West Coast hip hop artists such as the Luniz[image: External link]. The label also became the distributor for releases under Rap-A-Lot Records[image: External link] after they switched distribution from Virgin's sister label under EMI, Priority Records[image: External link] in 1994. Noo Trybe also became the home of East Coast rappers AZ[image: External link] and Gang Starr[image: External link] after their respective labels EMI[image: External link] and Chrysalis[image: External link] were folded in early 1997.
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 American editions




The Virgin label was distributed in the USA by Atlantic from 1973 to 1975. During this period, 14 albums were issued. All had been previously issued in the UK on Virgin, although one album, Marjory Razorblade[image: External link] by Kevin Coyne, was truncated from a 20-song double album to an 11-song single album.

Beginning with Mike Oldfield's Ommadawn[image: External link] album in 1975, American distribution switched to Columbia Records. Columbia was unwilling to release all Virgin artists, and so many were licensed to other labels: Epic[image: External link] (the sister company of Columbia) (Mike Oldfield[image: External link] (in the 1980s), Culture Club, Holly and the Italians[image: External link], some XTC (1982), and Shooting Star), Atlantic[image: External link] (Julian Lennon[image: External link]), A&M[image: External link] (UB40, Human League, Simple Minds, Breathe), Warner Bros.[image: External link] (Sex Pistols, Scritti Politti, DEVO), Geffen[image: External link] (XTC - 1983 on), MCA[image: External link] (Tangerine Dream, Belinda Carlisle), and Arista[image: External link] (Heaven 17, Jermaine Stewart). Some of these records had a small Virgin logo added to the regular company design on the label. One of Virgin's and Epic's biggest acts of the 1980s was Culture Club.

In 1978, Virgin set up US operations first in New York on Perry Street under Atlantic[image: External link] distribution, and then moved operations to New Jersey along with a short-lived subdivision called Virgin International, handled by independent New Jersey-based distributor Jem Records[image: External link]. Virgin International used mainly for progressive rock artists with a smaller following in the USA, including reissues of earlier Virgin / Atlantic albums such as Hergest Ridge[image: External link] by Mike Oldfield, and Fish Rising[image: External link] by Steve Hillage, which Columbia chose not to reissue. Virgin International also issued albums by some of Virgin's reggae artists, including Gregory Isaacs[image: External link]. At the same time, Virgin releases distributed by Columbia continued, distribution returning to Atlantic (later WEA) in 1980, at which time Virgin International ceased operations.

In 1986, Virgin Records opened up another American division, Virgin Records America. Its first release was the debut album by Cutting Crew[image: External link] which included the hit single "(I Just) Died in Your Arms[image: External link]". Other Virgin America signings included Camper Van Beethoven[image: External link], Bob Mould[image: External link], Warren Zevon[image: External link], Paula Abdul[image: External link], T'pau[image: External link], Ziggy Marley & The Melody Makers[image: External link], Redhead Kingpin & The F.B.I.[image: External link], Neneh Cherry[image: External link], Steve Winwood[image: External link] and Hindsight. Virgin Records America's releases were distributed through WEA[image: External link] again by Atlantic Records[image: External link] until 1992. Virgin Records America was founded by the executive team of Jordan Harris[image: External link], Jeff Ayeroff[image: External link] and Phil Quartararo[image: External link].

Another American company called Caroline Records co-existed during this time. Caroline records rarely mentioned a connection with Virgin, and some UK and European Virgin albums that were distributed internationally (instead of being manufactured in each country) named Caroline as their American distributor. Some Caroline records bore the label name Caroline Blue Plate.
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 Canadian editions




The first Canadian editions were distributed by WEA, and were parallel issues of the same early 14 albums issued in the USA by Virgin/Atlantic.

In 1975, distribution transferred to Columbia (as it had in the USA), but the following year distribution was transferred again to Polydor Records[image: External link] (which changed its name to PolyGram[image: External link] by 1980), and issued a different and larger selection of records from what was being issued in the USA. Canadian editions of the Dindisc label were issued as Dindisc/Virgin. Virgin's Canadian division arranged to have Canadian artists Martha and the Muffins[image: External link] and Nash the Slash[image: External link] signed to Dindisc in the UK as well; both artists had releases in Canada and the UK on Dindisc.

In 1983, an independent Virgin Records Canada Inc. company was created, three years before a similar move occurred in the USA. From this time onward, Virgin Canada used unique label designs not seen in other countries: a red label with five horizontal bars across the top and an extra-large "scrawl" logo from 1983 to 1985, followed by a purple label with round logo up to 1992 when Virgin was acquired internationally.
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 Purchase by Thorn EMI




Virgin Records was sold by Branson to Thorn EMI[image: External link] in June 1992 for a reported US$1 billion (around £560 million),[9][10] with a special non-competition clause that would prevent Branson from founding another recording company during the five years following the agreement (see the final paragraph in E.U. Merger Decision IV/M202 of 27.04.1992[image: External link]). It now faces competition from Branson's new label: V2 Records[image: External link]. Branson sold Virgin Records to fund Virgin Atlantic Airways[image: External link] which at that time was coming under intense anti-competitive pressure from British Airways[image: External link]. (In 1993 BA settled a libel action brought by Branson, giving him £500,000 and a further £110,000 to his airline).

After being acquired by Thorn EMI[image: External link], Virgin launched several subsidiaries like Realworld Records[image: External link], Innocent Records[image: External link], blues speciality label Point Blank Records[image: External link], and Hut Records[image: External link], and continued signing new and established artists like Korn[image: External link], A Fine Frenzy[image: External link], Thirty Seconds to Mars[image: External link], Tina Turner[image: External link], Depeche Mode[image: External link], Beenie Man[image: External link], The Rolling Stones[image: External link], Spice Girls, The Smashing Pumpkins[image: External link], We Are Scientists[image: External link], Darren Hayes[image: External link], The Kooks, Lenny Kravitz[image: External link], dcTalk[image: External link] (mainstream releases, contract ended in 2000), Captain Beefheart[image: External link], Meat Loaf, Placebo[image: External link], Janet Jackson (contract ended in 2006), Daft Punk, My Favorite Highway[image: External link], Does It Offend You, Yeah?[image: External link], Massive Attack[image: External link], The Future Sound of London[image: External link], Blur[image: External link] (US), The Chemical Brothers[image: External link], Gorillaz[image: External link], Paula Abdul[image: External link] (contract ended in 1999), Brooke Allison[image: External link], The Red Jumpsuit Apparatus[image: External link], The Almost[image: External link], Mariah Carey (contract ended in 2001), N.E.R.D.[image: External link], Laura Marling[image: External link], Swami[image: External link], RBD[image: External link], Thalía[image: External link] and Priscilla Renea[image: External link].

In 1997, Virgin absorbed EMI Records[image: External link] USA (distinct from EMI America Records[image: External link] which was absorbed by Manhattan Records[image: External link]) and in 1998, opened a country music division called Virgin Records Nashville, of which record producer Scott Hendricks[image: External link] was president.[11] The label's signees comprised Julie Reeves[image: External link], Jerry Kilgore[image: External link], Roy D. Mercer[image: External link], Tom Mabe[image: External link], Chris Cagle[image: External link], Clay Davidson[image: External link], and River Road[image: External link]. In 2001, Virgin Nashville closed and its roster was folded into Capitol Records' Nashville division.[12]
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 Merger




Main article: Capitol Music Group[image: External link]


Capitol Records and Virgin Records America were merged in 2007 to create Capitol Music Group[image: External link] after a massive restructuring of EMI Group Ltd.[13] Stepping down as chief executive of Capitol Records was Andy Slater, with Jason Flom, former executive of Virgin, taking the reins as chairman and CEO of the newly created company.
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 Virgin Music international companies





	
Virgin EMI Records[image: External link] is Universal's main label in the United Kingdom after Mercury Records[image: External link] UK has been reduced to a local Universal imprint and its artist moved to the new Virgin EMI label.[14]


	
Virgin Schallplatten[image: External link] GmbH was the German subsidiary of Virgin Records. It was consolidated into EMI[image: External link] Germany (which is now part of Universal Music Germany).

	Virgin France was consolidated into EMI France, which has been renamed Parlophone[image: External link] and sold to Warner Music Group[image: External link], just like the divisions in Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Spain, Slovakia and Sweden.

	Virgin Japan has had three incarnations:

	The first was founded by Pony Canyon[image: External link] in 1987 as a distributor for Virgin's artists in the country when Virgin was still independent. After EMI's purchase of Virgin in 1992, this incarnation of Virgin Japan was renamed Media Remoras, and it closed in 1997.

	The second incarnation was part of Toshiba-EMI, and had three sublabels: Virgin Domestic, Virgin Tokyo, and Virgin DCT (exclusive to releases from the band Dreams Come True[image: External link]). All three were folded in 2004 into the label Virgin Music, which was folded into EMI Records Japan in 2013 after its merger with Universal.

	The third incarnation, Virgin Music Japan, was founded in 2014 by Universal Music Japan as a sublabel under EMI Records Japan[image: External link]. It was formed after the merger of EMI R, which was renamed Virgin Records, and Delicious Deli Records[image: External link].
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Jamie T






Jamie Alexander Treays[1] (born 8 January 1986), known by his stage name Jamie T, is an English singer-songwriter from Wimbledon[image: External link], South London[image: External link]. Jamie T is currently signed to Virgin Records but has released his Betty and the Selfish Sons EP[image: External link] on his own Pacemaker Records label[image: External link]. His backing band are called The Pacemakers and have recently been touring, advertising, and releasing material as "Jamie T and The Pacemakers".

In 2014, Jamie released his first album in over five years, titled Carry on the Grudge[image: External link]. Since then he has released the EP Magnolia Melancholia while in September 2016 the album Trick[image: External link] was released.[2]
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 Early life and education




Jamie Alexander Treays was born in Wimbledon, South London.

Treays attended the Hall School Wimbledon[image: External link], Reed's School[image: External link] and Richmond upon Thames College[image: External link].

When he was younger, Treays suffered from panic attacks,[3] hence the name of his first album.
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 Career




Zane Lowe[image: External link] made "Salvador" his single of the week and "Back in the Game" his Hottest Record in the World. On John Tweddle's show, "Back in the Game" featured as his "Pet Sound" and his single "Sheila" was Jo Whiley[image: External link]'s Record of the Week. "Sheila" was also playlisted[image: External link] by BBC Radio 1[image: External link] thus receiving more airtime across all shows. Jamie's songs received a lot of airplay on XFM[image: External link] throughout 2006, especially "Sheila" and "If You Got the Money[image: External link]".

"Sheila" was released on 29 July 2006. Two videos were made for the song; the first video in 2006 consisted of monkeys living in a house and short clips of Jamie singing, while the second video in 2007 features the late actor Bob Hoskins[image: External link] walking along the River Thames[image: External link] lip synching[image: External link] to the lyrics. On 16 October 2006, Jamie released his anthemic[image: External link] tune, "If You Got the Money" which reached No. 13 in the charts. His next single "Calm Down Dearest[image: External link]" was released in the UK on 15 January 2007 and reached No. 9, his first top 10 hit.[4]
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 Panic Prevention (2007)




His debut album Panic Prevention[image: External link] was then released on 29 January 2007.[5] Lily Allen provided backing vocals on the song "Rawhide" the B-side to the re-release of "Sheila" on 7 May 2007.

He performed on the Main Stage on 19 May 2007 in Preston[image: External link] for Radio 1's Big Weekend[image: External link]. He also performed at Glastonbury 2007[image: External link], Benicassim[image: External link] 2007, Oxegen 2007 (8 July) where he performed at the green room, and Carling Weekend Leeds 2007. He played the 2008 V Festival[image: External link] at the JJB Champion ARENA.

The month of September 2007 Jamie T did a US tour, and on 25 September 2007 he made his US television debut on Last Call with Carson Daly[image: External link] performing "Sheila" and also doing an iTunes Session EP.
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 "Fire Fire" and "Sticks 'n' Stones" (2009)




On 12 January 2009 a music video appeared on Jamie's website for a new song, "Fire Fire". The track has elements of Jamie's trademark sound but incorporates faster rhythms, a punk aesthetic and a more abrasive sound than previous singles. Jamie T has said to NME "'Fire Fire' won't be released as a single nor will it be on the new album, it is just a thank you for the fans being so patient." He did announce a date for his new single though, Sticks 'n' Stones EP, which was released on 29 June.

21 May 2009 saw the release of the official video for his single "Sticks 'n' Stones[image: External link]". In an email received by subscribers to his website, Jamie said, "Just a little note to say thanks to everyone who’s supporting Sticks ‘n’ Stones. We just finished shooting a little video for the track the other day, so fresh out the edit room it is here for your enjoyment. It was a lot of fun to make and we hope you like it. Hope to see you all soon... Thanks Jamie". The video was shot almost entirely in the London suburb of Wimbledon, his home town, and features scenes of himself and others, including fellow band members.

On 29 June 2009, Jamie released "Sticks 'n' Stones", the first single from his second album Kings and Queens[image: External link], as an extended play with three other tracks, "St. Christopher", "On the Green" and "The Dance of the Young Professionals". "Sticks 'n' Stones" reached No. 15 in the UK singles chart. The song also reached number 14 for 2009 songs on the annual Triple J Hottest 100[image: External link], one of the largest popularly voted countdowns in the world.
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 Chaka Demus EP (2009)




Then on 31 August 2009, he released a further EP, the "Chaka Demus EP[image: External link]" which includes the second single taken from Kings & Queens, also called "Chaka Demus". This too features three other songs; "Forget Me Not (The Love I Knew Before I Grew)", "Planning Spontaneity" and "When They Are Gone (For Tim)".


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Kings and Queens' (2009)




A week later, on 7 September, second album Kings and Queens[image: External link] was released. This features 11 tracks (plus bonus track "The Curious Sound" featuring Ben Bones, when downloaded from iTunes). Jamie has said that his favourite song in this album is "Emily's Heart" because it reminds him of Emily Evans,[citation needed[image: External link]] (a former girlfriend).[citation needed[image: External link]] Talking about Kings & Queens, Jamie said "I didn’t do my second album. I did my third one instead."

Kings & Queens[image: External link] reached No. 2 in the UK Albums chart. After its release Zane Lowe[image: External link], on his BBC Radio 1 show, declared Kings & Queens his favourite album of 2009, describing the album as "a brilliant, poignant, incredible observational record" and "flawless".

On 25 September 2009, Jamie cancelled his Australian tour, due to laryngitis[image: External link]. Six days later, he postponed the first six shows of his sellout UK tour. A week later, however, Jamie cancelled the entire UK and European tours. A statement on his website informs that all Australia, UK and Europe scheduled shows were cancelled and since then, all three tours were re-scheduled.
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 The Man's Machine (2009)




On 26 October, Jamie announced he would be releasing a third EP from the album, The Man's Machine. The four-track EP will consist of "The Man’s Machine", "Jenny Can Rely on Me", "Man Not a Monster" and "Believing in Things That Can’t Be Done". The Man’s Machine EP was released on CD and 12" vinyl on 23 November 2009

A re-recorded version of "Emily's Heart" premiered as Zane Lowe[image: External link]'s Hottest Record In The World on 19 January 2010, and it was confirmed as the next single, with a cover of Bruce Springsteen's "Atlantic City" serving as the B-side. It was released on 15 March.[6]

On 24 June 2010 Jamie T performed material from the Kings & Queens album at the Engine Shed in Lincoln[image: External link] as a warm-up to his tour. A day later he played the 02 Academy in Liverpool[image: External link]. He then headlined the John Peel Stage at Glastonbury Festival[image: External link] on 26 June 2010.
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 Carry on the Grudge and Magnolia Melancholia EP (2014-15)




Jamie T played his first gigs for four years in July 2014, three small gigs in Glasgow, Liverpool and Portsmouth. Around the same time a new single, "Don't You Find", made its debut on BBC Radio 1, chosen by Zane Lowe as his "Hottest Record in the World". In September 2014 his third album, entitled Carry on the Grudge[image: External link], was released.[7]

In April 2015, Jamie T released the EP Magnolia Melancholia, which features the album track 'Don't You Find' and five new tracks. He performed at Glastonbury Festival[image: External link] on 28 June on the 'Other Stage', immediately before the Chemical Brothers[image: External link]. He supported Blur[image: External link] for their short Australian tour in July 2015, with dates in Sydney[image: External link], Melbourne[image: External link] and Perth[image: External link], as well as playing at Splendour in the Grass[image: External link] on 26 July.[8] He also played various other festivals such as T in the Park[image: External link][9] and Melt! Festival[image: External link][10] before wrapping up the Carry on the Grudge[image: External link] tour at Reading and Leeds Festivals[image: External link] on 30 August.[11]
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 Trick (2016-Present)




In July 2016 it was announced that the new album Trick[image: External link] was slated for a September 2 release.[12] The 12-track album was recorded in London and Detroit and preceded by the single "Tinfoil Boy". A UK tour in September and October is set to follow the release, including 3 dates at Brixton Academy.[2]
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 Awards




Treays beat Jarvis Cocker[image: External link] and Thom Yorke[image: External link] to win the Best Solo Artist at the 2007 Shockwave NME Awards[image: External link].[13]

On 17 July 2007, Jamie T's debut album Panic Prevention[image: External link] was shortlisted as one of the 12 nominees for the Mercury Prize. Panic Prevention has also received frequent name-checks in the ‘best albums of the decade’ lists, including: No. 13 out of 50 in Observer Music Monthly and No. 53 out of 100 in NME.

Jamie T won the Best Solo Artist award at the 2007 and 2010 NME Awards[image: External link]. In 2015 he was awarded a further three accolades by NME, Best Song for Zombie was one.
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 Artistry
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 Musical style




He has been nicknamed "one man Arctic Monkey[image: External link]".[14] Canvas magazine has described him as "like the bastard lovechild of Billy Bragg[image: External link] and Mike Skinner[image: External link] doing his best Joe Strummer[image: External link] impression".[15]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Discography




Main article: Jamie T discography[image: External link]
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Later... with Jools Holland






Later... with Jools Holland (previously known as ...Later with Jools Holland) is a contemporary British music television show hosted by Jools Holland[image: External link]. A spin-off of The Late Show[image: External link], it has been running in short series since 1992 and is a part of BBC Two[image: External link]'s late-night line-up, usually at around 11 pm to 12 midnight. The day of transmission has varied, but currently it is usually recorded on a Tuesday for Friday broadcast[1] and features a mixture of both established and new musical artists, from solo performers to bands and larger ensembles[image: External link].

The show is considered an institution, having notched up millions of fans around the world.[2] It is currently broadcast in America on MTV Live[image: External link] (formerly known as Palladia[image: External link]); previously it has been shown on Ovation[image: External link], BBC America[image: External link], Fuse[image: External link], and Dave[image: External link]. The Ovation and Fuse broadcasts leave out several performances (and usually one or two performers entirely) to air commercials within a one-hour timeslot. It is also shown in Australia on the UKTV channel and ABC2[image: External link], in Canada on HIFI[image: External link] and AUX TV[image: External link], in Germany on ZDFkultur[image: External link], in Spain on Canal+ Xtra[image: External link], in Croatia[image: External link] on HRT 2[image: External link], in Latin America[image: External link] on Film&Arts and in Belgium[image: External link], France, Portugal[image: External link], Switzerland[image: External link], and the United Arab Emirates[image: External link] on iConcerts HD.

The 200th programme was broadcast on 1 February 2008.[3] The 250th edition was broadcast in September 2010.
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 Programme format




Later... draws from a diverse palette of both popular[image: External link] and world music[image: External link], and each show features around five bands with a variety of styles performing for each other and a small studio[image: External link] audience[image: External link]. Jools Holland introduces the show and interviews one or more of the performers. A unique feature is the short jam session[image: External link] that begins each show, involving all of his invited guests, along with Holland on piano. This beginning jam session also best shows the unusual layout of the set – all the bands are arrayed in a circle with the audience filling in the gaps between them. Holland often also accompanies his guests' performances, with mixed results – Mark E. Smith[image: External link] of The Fall[image: External link] insisted that he would only appear on the show if Holland would promise not to play piano over any of his songs.[4] On 1 April 2008, a new format was debuted, featuring a 30-minute, fully live show broadcast on a Tuesday, Later Live... with Jools Holland, followed by the original hour-long pre-recorded show, Later... with Jools Holland, broadcast on a Friday. The Friday show features the performances recorded on a Tuesday as well as others recorded during the session for the live show. The HD broadcasts use Dolby Digital 5.1[image: External link], which adds to the overall ambience of the studio environment.

After the 2012 closure of BBC Television Centre[image: External link], production from April 2013 moved to The Maidstone Studios[image: External link], close to Holland's home in Cooling, Kent[image: External link].[5]
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 Special editions




Occasional special editions of the show showcase a major artist under the Later... banner, titled Later presents.... Artists featured in these shows have included Alice in Chains[image: External link] in 1992, Paul Weller[image: External link] and Metallica[image: External link] in 1996, R.E.M.[image: External link] and The Verve[image: External link] in 1998, Oasis[image: External link] in 2000, Radiohead[image: External link] in 2001 and 2007, and the Red Hot Chili Peppers[image: External link] in 2007. The bands in question play for the duration of the hour-long show. Despite the different name, the show is still introduced by Jools Holland and takes place in a similarly set-up studio.

The special episode featuring M People[image: External link] in 1998 was later released on video and DVD under the title One Night in Heaven. Also, a selection of the songs from the programme have been released on the limited edition of The Best of M People[image: External link] album and as a b-side to the single " Dreaming[image: External link]".

Special editions broadcast on New Year's Eve each year are referred to as Jools Holland's Hootenanny[image: External link] and are advance-recorded.[3] In 2003 a 'Spring Hootenanny' was broadcast, which proved to be a one-off.

Repeated excerpts from the show were broadcast under the title A Little Later as fill-in programmes on BBC HD[image: External link].
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 Criticism




In 2008, the head rock and pop critic of The Guardian, Alexis Petridis[image: External link], claimed the programme featured a "distinct lack of spontaneity" and was failing to showcase enough dance music, pop, hip-hop, experimental music or present R&B artists. He also argued "all the artists it breaks are essentially the same: MOR[image: External link] singer-songwriters".[6]

In 2010, Joe Elliott[image: External link], lead singer of rock band Def Leppard[image: External link], criticised the programme for excluding the band from appearing on it, claiming "Jools Holland won't have us on his show because we're not cool[image: External link] enough."[7] Executive producer Mark Cooper responded to this comment in 2013, claiming: "The aim is to put together the best mix from various genres. We’re not thinking, 'Oh no, we’ve never had Def Leppard on, we owe them one'." Cooper acknowledged that the series had "not had much metal[image: External link]" but denied accusations that it was "snobby" about pop acts.[8]
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 Accolades




In 2000, the series was ranked at number 81 in the British Film Institute[image: External link]'s list of the "BFI TV 100[image: External link]", listing the top 100 British television programmes of the 20th century.
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 Discography




Numerous albums containing performances from the show have been released over the course of the show's run.


	1996 ...Later Volume One: Brit Beat


	1996 ...Later with Jools Holland Volume Two: Slow Beats


	2008 Later... with Jools Holland The First 15 Years


	2008 Later... with Jools Holland Live


	2009 Later... with Jools Holland Live 2




Music DVDs have also been released, listed below:


	2003 Later... with Jools Holland Hootenanny


	2003 Later... with Jools Holland Giants


	2003 Later... with Jools Holland Louder


	2005 Later... with Jools Holland Even Louder


	2005 Later with Jools Holland: World


	2006 Later... with Jools Holland Mellow


	2006 Best of Later... with Jools Holland


	2008 Later... with Jools Holland The First 15 Years


	Two DVDs subtitled Cool Britannia
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 Shows




Further information: List of Later... with Jools Holland episodes[image: External link]
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Damien Rice






For the Australian actor, see Damian Rice[image: External link].

Damien Rice (born 7 December 1973) is an Irish singer-songwriter, musician and record producer. Rice began his musical career as a member of the 1990s rock group Juniper[image: External link], which were signed to Polygram Records[image: External link] in 1997. The band enjoyed moderate success with a couple of single releases, but a projected album foundered because of record company politics. After leaving the band he worked as a farmer in Tuscany[image: External link] and busked[image: External link] throughout Europe before returning to Ireland in 2001 and beginning a solo musical career, and the rest of the band went on to become Bell X1[image: External link]. In 2002 his debut album O[image: External link] reached No. 8 on the UK albums chart[image: External link], won the Shortlist Music Prize[image: External link] and generated three top-30 singles in the UK. Rice released his second album 9[image: External link] in 2006 and his songs have appeared in numerous films and television episodes. After eight years of various collaborations, Rice released his third studio album My Favourite Faded Fantasy[image: External link] on 31 October 2014.[1] Rice's personal activities include musical contributions to charitable projects such as the Songs for Tibet[image: External link], Freedom Campaign[image: External link] and the Enough Project[image: External link].
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 Early life and Juniper




Rice was born to George and Maureen Rice, and raised in Celbridge[image: External link], County Kildare[image: External link], Ireland.[2] Rice formed the rock band Juniper[image: External link] along with Paul Noonan[image: External link], Dominic Philips, David Geraghty[image: External link] and Brian Crosby in 1991. The band met whilst they were attending Salesian College secondary school in Celbridge, Co. Kildare as students. After touring throughout Ireland, the band released their debut EP[image: External link] Manna in 1995.[3]

Based in Straffan[image: External link], Kildare, the band continued touring and signed a six album record deal with Polygram[image: External link]. Their recording projects generated the singles "Weatherman" and "The World Is Dead" which received favourable reviews.[3] They also recorded but never released "Tongue". After achieving his musical goals with Juniper, Rice became frustrated with the artistic compromises required by the record label, and he left the band in 1998.[4] Rice moved to Tuscany[image: External link] in Italy and took up farming for some time, then returned to Ireland before busking around Europe.[4] After returning to Ireland a second time, Rice gave a demo recording to his second cousin, music producer David Arnold[image: External link] who then gave Rice a mobile studio.[5][6]
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 Solo career




In 2001, Rice's song "The Blower's Daughter" made a top 40 chart.[5] Over the next year he continued to record his album with guitarist Mark Kelly, New York drummer Tom Osander[image: External link] aka Tomo, Paris pianist Jean Meunier, London producer David Arnold, County Meath vocalist Lisa Hannigan[image: External link] and cellist Vyvienne Long[image: External link].[6] Rice then embarked on a tour of Ireland with Hannigan, Tomo, Vyvienne, Mark, and Dublin bassist Shane Fitzsimons.[6]

In 2002, Rice's debut album O[image: External link] was released in Ireland, the UK and the United States.[7] The album peaked at No. 8 on the UK albums chart[image: External link] and remained on the chart for 97 weeks, selling 650,000 copies in the US.[7][8] The album won the Shortlist Music Prize[image: External link] and the songs "Cannonball" and "Volcano" became top 30 hits in the UK.[8][9]

In 2006 Rice released his second album 9[image: External link] which was recorded during the two years prior.[10] 2007 was a year of touring with Rice appearing at England's Glastonbury Festival[image: External link] and the Rock Werchter[image: External link] festival in Belgium.[11] In 2008 he contributed the song "Making Noise" for the album Songs for Tibet: The Art of Peace[image: External link] in support of the 14th Dalai Lama[image: External link] and Tibet[image: External link].[12]

In 2010, he contributed the song "Lonely Soldier" to the Enough Project[image: External link][13] and played at the Iceland Inspires concert held in Hljómskálagarðurinn near Reykjavík centrum.[14] Rice recorded a cover of the Juniper track, "Crosseyed Bear" for the compilation, Help: A Day in the Life[image: External link]. Rice's albums are published under his record label Heffa (originally named DRM) in Ireland and Vector Records in North America. Records released in the UK, Europe and other countries are published by 14th Floor Records[image: External link] via Warner Music[image: External link].[15] In spring 2011, Rice featured on the debut album by French actress and singer Melanie Laurent[image: External link]. He appears on two tracks on her debut album En t'attendant[image: External link] while collaborating on a total of five tracks which feature on the album.[16] In May 2013, Rice told the audience at the South Korea Seoul Jazz Festival[image: External link] 2013 that he is working on a new album.[17]

On 4 September 2014, Rice's official Twitter account announced his third album My Favourite Faded Fantasy[image: External link], due to be released 31 October. On the Damien Rice official website the date given for the official release was 3 November 2014.[18] The album, My Favourite Faded Fantasy[image: External link] featuring the first single "I Don't Want To Change You" was released worldwide 10 November 2014 to critical acclaim from NPR’s Robin Hilton stating "The upcoming Damien Rice album is incredible..." and the London Evening Standard said "Damien Rice…is returning with one of the albums of the year."
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 Personal life




Rice participated in the Freedom Campaign[image: External link], the Burma Campaign UK[image: External link] and the U.S. Campaign for Burma[image: External link] to free Burmese democracy movement leader Aung San Suu Kyi[image: External link].[19] He campaigned for her release by writing and performing the song "Unplayed Piano" at the 2006 Nobel Peace Prize Concert in Oslo.[20] Damien is also second cousin to lead singer and fellow songwriter, Stevie Mann[image: External link] of Irish rock band Nine Lies[image: External link].
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 Discography




Main article: Damien Rice discography[image: External link]



	
O[image: External link] (2002)

	
9[image: External link] (2006)

	
My Favourite Faded Fantasy[image: External link] (2014)
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	List of songs performed by Damien Rice[image: External link]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ "iTunes Store (pre-order)"[image: External link]. iTunes Store. Retrieved 8 September 2014.


	
^ "FAQ – Where was Damien born and where did he grow up?"[image: External link]. DamienRice.com. n.d. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2 May 2007. Retrieved 24 April 2007.


	
^ a b "Should We Talk About The Weather?"[image: External link]. Hot Press[image: External link]. Retrieved 12 September 2009. (Fee for article)


	
^ a b "The story of O "[image: External link]. Yahoo[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 20 February 2007. Retrieved 12 September 2009.


	
^ a b "Damien Rice – Biography"[image: External link]. Allmusic[image: External link]. Retrieved 13 September 2009.


	
^ a b c "Damien Rice – Album Completion"[image: External link]. IMRO. Retrieved 12 September 2009.[dead link[image: External link]]


	
^ a b "UK Chart History for O "[image: External link]. chartstats.com. Retrieved 12 September 2009.


	
^ a b "Damien Rice Readies second album"[image: External link]. Billboard. Retrieved 12 September 2009.


	
^ "Damien Rice singles placement"[image: External link]. irishcharts.ie. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 21 July 2011. Retrieved 12 September 2009.


	
^ "9 – Release info"[image: External link]. DamienRice.com. n.d. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 18 May 2007. Retrieved 24 April 2007.


	
^ "Last FM Concert Event Info"[image: External link]. Last.fm. 11 February 2009. Retrieved 8 October 2011.


	
^ E-Online (22 July 2008) Sting, Matthews, Mayer Gamer for Tibet Than Beijing[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] 24 July 2008 at the Wayback Machine[image: External link].


	
^ "Raise Hope for Congo"[image: External link]. Raisehopeforcongomusic.org. Retrieved 8 October 2011.


	
^ "Inspired By Iceland"[image: External link]. Inspired By Iceland. Retrieved 8 October 2011.


	
^ "FAQ at"[image: External link]. Damienrice.com. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 30 September 2011. Retrieved 8 October 2011.


	
^ "Music"[image: External link]. Damien Rice. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 30 September 2011. Retrieved 8 October 2011.


	
^ "New Album Confirmation"[image: External link]. Youtube.com. Retrieved 19 May 2013.


	
^ "Album information"[image: External link]. Damienrice.com/. Retrieved 14 January 2015.


	
^ "Aung San Suu Kyi the world's only imprisoned Nobel Peace Prize recipient"[image: External link]. The Burma Campaign UK. n.d. Retrieved 24 April 2007.


	
^ "'links' at"[image: External link]. Damienrice.com. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 30 September 2011. Retrieved 8 October 2011.







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	
Damien Rice[image: External link] – Official website

	
Damien Rice[image: External link] – Official MySpace page





Categories[image: External link]:

	1973 births[image: External link]

	Living people[image: External link]

	Irish buskers[image: External link]

	Irish male singers[image: External link]

	Irish folk singers[image: External link]

	Irish pop singers[image: External link]

	Irish record producers[image: External link]

	Irish singer-songwriters[image: External link]

	Musicians from County Kildare[image: External link]

	People from Celbridge[image: External link]

	Winners of the Shortlist Music Prize[image: External link]

	Tibet freedom artists[image: External link]

	Irish guitarists[image: External link]

	Male guitarists[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 26 May 2017, at 02:21.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Damien Rice: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Damien_Rice [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Damien_Rice [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 History

	2 Content

	3 Ownership

	4 Readership

	5 Typeface

	6 Political allegiance

	7 Notable people

	8 Related publications

	9 In fiction

	10 See also

	11 References

	12 Further reading

	13 External links





The Times






This article is about a British newspaper based in London. For other uses, see The Times (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The Times is a British daily (Monday to Saturday)[image: External link] national newspaper[image: External link] based in London, England. It began in 1785 under the title The Daily Universal Register, adopting its current name on 1 January 1788. The Times and its sister paper[image: External link] The Sunday Times (founded in 1821) are published by Times Newspapers, since 1981 a subsidiary of News UK[image: External link], itself wholly owned by News Corp[image: External link]. The Times and The Sunday Times do not share editorial staff, were founded independently and have only had common ownership since 1967.

In 1959 the historian of journalism Allan Nevins[image: External link] analysed the importance of The Times in shaping the views of events of London's elite:


For much more than a century The Times has been an integral and important part of the political structure of Great Britain. Its news and its editorial comment have in general been carefully coordinated, and have at most times been handled with an earnest sense of responsibility. While the paper has admitted some trivia to its columns, its whole emphasis has been on important public affairs treated with an eye to the best interests of Britain. To guide this treatment, the editors have for long periods been in close touch with 10 Downing Street[image: External link].[3]



The Times is the first newspaper to have borne that name, lending it to numerous other papers around the world, including The Times of India[image: External link] (founded in 1838), The Straits Times[image: External link] (Singapore) (1845), The New York Times[image: External link] (1851), The Irish Times[image: External link] (1859), Le Temps[image: External link] (France) (1861-1942), the Cape Times[image: External link] (South Africa) (1872), the Los Angeles Times[image: External link] (1881), the Trenton Times[image: External link] (1882), The Seattle Times[image: External link] (1891), The Manila Times[image: External link] (1898), The Daily Times[image: External link] (Malawi) (1900), El Tiempo[image: External link] (Colombia) (1911), The Canberra Times[image: External link] (1926), Times of Malta[image: External link] (1935), Die Zeit[image: External link] (Germany) (1946), and The Washington Times[image: External link] (1982). In these countries, the newspaper is often referred to as The London Times[4][5][6][7][8] or The Times of London,[9] although the newspaper is of national scope and distribution.

The Times is the originator of the widely used Times Roman[image: External link] typeface, originally developed by Stanley Morison[image: External link] of The Times in collaboration with the Monotype Corporation[image: External link] for its legibility in low-tech printing. In November 2006 The Times began printing headlines in a new font, Times Modern[image: External link]. The Times was printed in broadsheet[image: External link] format for 219 years, but switched to compact[image: External link] size in 2004 in an attempt to appeal more to younger readers and commuters using public transport. The Sunday Times remains a broadsheet.

The Times had an average daily circulation of 446,164 in December 2016;[2] in the same period, The Sunday Times had an average daily circulation of 792,210.[2] An American edition of The Times has been published since 6 June 2006.[10] It has been heavily used by scholars and researchers because of its widespread availability in libraries and its detailed index. A complete historical file of the digitised paper, up to 2010, is online from Gale Cengage Learning.[11][12]
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 History
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 1785 to 1890




The Times was founded by publisher John Walter[image: External link] on 1 January 1785 as The Daily Universal Register, with Walter in the role of editor. Walter had lost his job by the end of 1784 after the insurance company where he was working went bankrupt because of the complaints of a Jamaican hurricane. Being unemployed, Walter decided to set a new business up. It was in that time when Henry Johnson invented the logography, a new typography that was faster and more precise (three years later, it was proved that it was not as efficient as had been said). Walter bought the logography's patent and to use it, he decided to open a printing house, where he would daily produce an advertising sheet. The first publication of the newspaper The Daily Universal Register in Great Britain was 1 January 1785. Unhappy because people always omitted the word Universal, Ellias changed the title after 940 editions on 1 January 1788 to The Times.[13] In 1803, Walter handed ownership and editorship to his son[image: External link] of the same name. Walter Sr had spent sixteen months in Newgate Prison[image: External link] for libel[image: External link] printed in The Times, but his pioneering efforts to obtain Continental news, especially from France, helped build the paper's reputation among policy makers and financiers.

The Times used contributions from significant figures in the fields of politics, science, literature, and the arts to build its reputation. For much of its early life, the profits of The Times were very large and the competition minimal, so it could pay far better than its rivals for information or writers. Beginning in 1814, the paper was printed on the new steam-driven cylinder press developed by Friedrich Koenig[image: External link].[14] In 1815, The Times had a circulation of 5,000.[15]

Thomas Barnes[image: External link] was appointed general editor in 1817. In the same year, the paper's printer James Lawson, died and passed the business onto his son John Joseph Lawson(1802–1852). Under the editorship of Barnes and his successor in 1841, John Thadeus Delane[image: External link], the influence of The Times rose to great heights, especially in politics and amongst the City of London[image: External link]. Peter Fraser and Edward Sterling were two noted journalists, and gained for The Times the pompous/satirical nickname 'The Thunderer' (from "We thundered out the other day an article on social and political reform."). The increased circulation and influence of the paper was based in part to its early adoption of the steam-driven rotary printing press. Distribution via steam trains[image: External link] to rapidly growing concentrations of urban populations helped ensure the profitability of the paper and its growing influence.[16]

The Times was the first newspaper to send war correspondents[image: External link] to cover particular conflicts. W. H. Russell[image: External link], the paper's correspondent with the army in the Crimean War[image: External link], was immensely influential[17] with his dispatches back to England.

In other events of the nineteenth century, The Times opposed the repeal of the Corn Laws[image: External link] until the number of demonstrations convinced the editorial board otherwise, and only reluctantly supported aid to victims of the Irish Potato Famine[image: External link]. It enthusiastically supported the Great Reform Bill of 1832[image: External link], which reduced corruption and increased the electorate from 400,000 people to 800,000 people (still a small minority of the population). During the American Civil War[image: External link], The Times represented the view of the wealthy classes, favouring the secessionists, but it was not a supporter of slavery.

The third John Walter[image: External link], the founder's grandson, succeeded his father in 1847. The paper continued as more or less independent, but from the 1850s The Times was beginning to suffer from the rise in competition from the penny press[image: External link], notably The Daily Telegraph and The Morning Post[image: External link].

During the 19th century, it was not infrequent for the Foreign Office[image: External link] to approach The Times and ask for continental intelligence, which was often superior to that conveyed by official sources.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 1890 to 1981




The Times faced financial extinction in 1890 under Arthur Fraser Walter[image: External link], but it was rescued by an energetic editor, Charles Frederic Moberly Bell[image: External link]. During his tenure (1890–1911), The Times became associated with selling the Encyclopædia Britannica[image: External link] using aggressive American marketing methods introduced by Horace Everett Hooper[image: External link] and his advertising executive, Henry Haxton. Due to legal fights between the Britannica's two owners, Hooper and Walter Montgomery Jackson[image: External link], The Times severed its connection in 1908 and was bought by pioneering newspaper magnate, Alfred Harmsworth[image: External link], later Lord Northcliffe.

In editorials published on 29 and 31 July 1914, Wickham Steed[image: External link], the Times's Chief Editor, argued that the British Empire[image: External link] should enter World War I[image: External link].[18] On 8 May 1920, also under the editorship of Steed[image: External link], The Times in an editorial endorsed the anti-Semitic[image: External link] fabrication The Protocols of the Learned Elders of Zion[image: External link] as a genuine document, and called Jews the world's greatest danger. In the leader entitled "The Jewish Peril, a Disturbing Pamphlet: Call for Inquiry", Steed wrote about The Protocols of the Elders of Zion:


What are these 'Protocols'? Are they authentic? If so, what malevolent assembly concocted these plans and gloated over their exposition? Are they forgery? If so, whence comes the uncanny note of prophecy, prophecy in part fulfilled, in part so far gone in the way of fulfillment?".[19]



The following year, when Philip Graves[image: External link], the Constantinople[image: External link] (modern Istanbul[image: External link]) correspondent of The Times, exposed The Protocols as a forgery, The Times retracted the editorial of the previous year.

In 1922 John Jacob Astor[image: External link], son of the 1st Viscount Astor[image: External link], bought The Times from the Northcliffe estate[image: External link]. The paper gained a measure of notoriety in the 1930s with its advocacy of German appeasement[image: External link]; editor Geoffrey Dawson[image: External link] was closely allied with those in the government who practised appeasement, most notably Neville Chamberlain[image: External link].

Kim Philby[image: External link], a double agent[image: External link] with primary allegiance to the Soviet Union[image: External link], was a correspondent for the newspaper in Spain during the Spanish Civil War[image: External link] of the late 1930s. Philby was admired for his courage in obtaining high-quality reporting from the front lines of the bloody conflict. He later joined British Military Intelligence ( MI6[image: External link]) during World War II[image: External link], was promoted into senior positions after the war ended, and defected to the Soviet Union[image: External link] when discovery was inevitable in 1963.[20]

Between 1941 and 1946 the left-wing British historian E. H. Carr[image: External link] was Assistant Editor. Carr was well known for the strongly pro-Soviet tone of his editorials.[21] In December 1944, when fighting broke out in Athens[image: External link] between the Greek Communist ELAS[image: External link] and the British Army, Carr in a Times leader[image: External link] sided with the Communists, leading Winston Churchill[image: External link] to condemn him and the article in a speech to the House of Commons.[22] As a result of Carr's editorial, The Times became popularly known during that stage of World War II as "the threepenny Daily Worker[image: External link]" (the price of the Communist Party's Daily Worker being one penny).[23]

On 3 May 1966 it resumed printing news on the front page – previously the front page had been given over to small advertisements, usually of interest to the moneyed classes in British society. Also in 1966, the Royal Arms[image: External link], which had been a feature of the newspaper's masthead since its inception, was abandoned.[24] In 1967 members of the Astor family[image: External link] sold the paper to Canadian publishing magnate Roy Thomson[image: External link]. His Thomson Corporation[image: External link] brought it under the same ownership as The Sunday Times to form Times Newspapers Limited[image: External link].

An industrial dispute prompted the management to shut the paper for nearly a year from 1 December 1978 to 12 November 1979.[25]

The Thomson Corporation management were struggling to run the business due to the 1979 energy crisis[image: External link] and union demands. Management sought a buyer who was in a position to guarantee the survival of both titles, and had the resources and was committed to funding the introduction of modern printing methods.

Several suitors appeared, including Robert Maxwell[image: External link], Tiny Rowland[image: External link] and Lord Rothermere[image: External link]; however, only one buyer was in a position to meet the full Thomson remit, Australian media magnate Rupert Murdoch. Robert Holmes à Court[image: External link], another Australian magnate had previously tried to buy The Times in 1980.
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 From 1981




In 1981 The Times and The Sunday Times were bought from Thomson by Rupert Murdoch's News International[image: External link].[26] The acquisition followed three weeks of intensive bargaining with the unions by company negotiators John Collier and Bill O'Neill[image: External link]. The Royal Arms[image: External link] was reintroduced to the masthead at about this time, but whereas previously it had been that of the reigning monarch, it would now be that of the House of Hanover[image: External link], who were on the throne when the newspaper was founded.

After 14 years as editor, William Rees-Mogg[image: External link] resigned upon completion of the change of ownership.[27] Murdoch began to make his mark on the paper by appointing Harold Evans[image: External link] as his replacement.[28] One of his most important changes was the introduction of new technology and efficiency measures. Between March 1981 and May 1982, following agreement with print unions, the hot-metal Linotype[image: External link] printing process used to print The Times since the 19th century was phased out and replaced by computer input and photo-composition. This allowed print room staff at The Times and The Sunday Times to be reduced by half. However, direct input of text by journalists ("single-stroke" input) was still not achieved, and this was to remain an interim measure until the Wapping dispute[image: External link] of 1986, when The Times moved from New Printing House Square[image: External link] in Gray's Inn Road (near Fleet Street[image: External link]) to new offices in Wapping[image: External link].[29][30]

Robert Fisk[image: External link],[31] seven times British International Journalist of the Year,[32] resigned as foreign correspondent in 1988 over what he saw as "political censorship" of his article on the shooting-down of Iran Air Flight 655[image: External link] in July 1988. He wrote in detail about his reasons for resigning from the paper due to meddling with his stories, and the paper's pro-Israel stance.[33]

In June 1990 The Times ceased its policy of using courtesy titles ("Mr", "Mrs", or "Miss" prefixes) for living persons before full names on first reference, but it continues to use them before surnames on subsequent references. The more formal style is now confined to the "Court and Social" page, though "Ms" is now acceptable in that section, as well as before surnames in news sections.

In November 2003 News International began producing the newspaper in both broadsheet and tabloid sizes. On 13 September 2004 the weekday broadsheet was withdrawn from sale in Northern Ireland[image: External link]. Since 1 November 2004, the paper has been printed solely in tabloid format.

On 6 June 2005 The Times redesigned its Letters page, dropping the practice of printing correspondents' full postal addresses. Published letters were long regarded as one of the paper's key constituents. Author/solicitor David Green of Castle Morris Pembrokeshire has had more letters published on the main letters page than any other known contributor – 158 by 31 January 2008. According to its leading article[image: External link] "From Our Own Correspondents", the reason for removal of full postal addresses was to fit more letters onto the page.

In a 2007 meeting with the House of Lords[image: External link] Select Committee on Communications, which was investigating media ownership and the news, Murdoch stated that the law and the independent board prevented him from exercising editorial control.[34]

In May 2008 printing of The Times switched from Wapping to new plants at Broxbourne[image: External link] on the outskirts of London, and Merseyside and Glasgow, enabling the paper to be produced with full colour on every page for the first time.

On 26 July 2012, to coincide with the official start of the London 2012 Olympics[image: External link] and the issuing of a series of souvenir front covers, The Times added the suffix "of London" to its masthead.[35]
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 Content




The Times features news for the first half of the paper, the Opinion/Comment section begins after the first news section with world news normally following this. The business pages begin on the centre spread, and are followed by The Register, containing obituaries, Court & Social section, and related material. The sport section is at the end of the main paper. In April 2016 the cover price of The Times became £1.40 on weekdays and £1.50 on Saturdays.[36]
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 Times2




The Times's main supplement, every day, is the times2, featuring various lifestyle columns. It was discontinued on 1 March 2010 but reintroduced on 11 October 2010 after discontinuation was criticised. Its regular features include a puzzles section called Mind Games. Its previous incarnation began on 5 September 2005, before which it was called T2 and previously Times 2. Regular features include columns by a different columnist each weekday. There was a column by Marcus du Sautoy[image: External link] each Wednesday, for example. The back pages are devoted to puzzles and contain sudoku[image: External link], "Killer Sudoku[image: External link]", " KenKen[image: External link]", word polygon[image: External link] puzzles, and a crossword[image: External link] simpler and more concise than the main "Times Crossword".

The supplement contains arts and lifestyle features, TV and radio listings and reviews.
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 The Game




The Game is included in the newspaper on Mondays, and details all the weekend's football activity (Premier League[image: External link] and Football League[image: External link] Championship[image: External link], League One[image: External link] and League Two.[image: External link]) The Scottish edition of The Game also includes results and analysis from Scottish Premier League[image: External link] games. During the FIFA World Cup[image: External link] and UEFA[image: External link] Euros there is a daily supplement of The Game. During the summer where there is no international tournament there are no editions of this feature and the transfer window highlights are in the daily Sports section.
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 Saturday supplements




The Saturday edition of The Times contains a variety of supplements. These supplements were relaunched in January 2009 as: Sport, Weekend (including travel and lifestyle features), Saturday Review (arts, books, TV listings and ideas), The Times Magazine (columns on various topics), and Playlist (an entertainment listings guide).

The Times Magazine features columns touching on various subjects such as celebrities, fashion and beauty, food and drink, homes and gardens or simply writers' anecdotes. Notable contributors include Giles Coren[image: External link], Food and Drink Writer of the Year in 2005 and Nadiya Hussain[image: External link], winner of BBC's The Great British Bake Off[image: External link].
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 Online presence




The Times and The Sunday Times have had an online presence since March 1999, originally at the-times.co.uk and sunday-times.co.uk, and later at timesonline.co.uk.[37] There are now two websites: thetimes.co.uk is aimed at daily readers, and the thesundaytimes.co.uk site at providing weekly magazine-like content. There are also iPad[image: External link] and Android editions of both newspapers. Since July 2010, News UK[image: External link] has required readers who do not subscribe to the print edition to pay £2 per week to read The Times and The Sunday Times online.[38]

The Times Digital Archive (1785–2008) is freely accessible via Gale databases[image: External link] to readers affiliated with subscribing academic[image: External link], public[image: External link], and school[image: External link] libraries.

Visits to the websites have decreased by 87% since the paywall was introduced, from 21 million unique users per month to 2.7 million.[39] In April 2009, the timesonline site had a readership of 750,000 readers per day.[40] In October 2011 there were around 111,000 subscribers to The Times' digital products.[41]
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 Ownership




The Times has had the following eight owners since its foundation in 1785:


	1785 to 1803 – John Walter[image: External link]


	1803 to 1847 – John Walter, 2nd[image: External link]


	1847 to 1894 – John Walter, 3rd[image: External link]


	1894 to 1908 – Arthur Fraser Walter[image: External link]


	1908 to 1922 – Lord Northcliffe[image: External link]


	1922 to 1966 – Astor family[image: External link]


	1966 to 1981 – Roy Thomson[image: External link]


	1981 to present – News UK[image: External link] (formerly News International, a wholly owned subsidiary of News Corp[image: External link], run by Rupert Murdoch[image: External link])
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 Readership




At the time of Harold Evans' appointment as editor in 1981, The Times had an average daily sale of 282,000 copies in comparison to the 1.4 million daily sales of its traditional rival The Daily Telegraph.[28] By November 2005 The Times sold an average of 691,283 copies per day, the second-highest of any British " quality[image: External link]" newspaper (after The Daily Telegraph, which had a circulation of 903,405 copies in the period), and the highest in terms of full-rate sales.[42] By March 2014, average daily circulation of The Times had fallen to 394,448 copies,[2] compared to The Daily Telegraph's 523,048,[43] with the two retaining respectively the second-highest and highest circulations among British "quality" newspapers. In contrast The Sun, the highest-selling "tabloid" daily newspaper in the United Kingdom, sold an average of 2,069,809 copies in March 2014,[44] and the Daily Mail, the highest-selling "middle market" British daily newspaper, sold an average of 1,708,006 copies in the period.[45]

The Sunday Times has a significantly higher circulation than The Times, and sometimes outsells The Sunday Telegraph. In May 2017 The Times had a circulation of 445,737[46] and The Sunday Times of 775,188 .[47]

In a 2009 national readership survey The Times was found to have the highest number of ABC1[image: External link] 25–44 readers and the largest numbers of readers in London of any of the "quality" papers.[48]
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 Typeface





[T]he various typefaces used before the introduction (The) Times New Roman [ sic[image: External link]] didn't really have a formal name.

They were a suite of types originally made by Miller and Co. (later Miller & Richards) in Edinburgh around 1813, generally referred to as "modern". When The Times began using Monotype (and other hot-metal machines) in 1908, this design was remade by Monotype for its equipment. As near as I can tell, it looks like Monotype Series no. 1 — Modern (which was based on a Miller & Richards typeface) — was what was used up until 1932.

— Dan Rhatigan, type director[49]



In 1908, The Times started using the Monotype Modern typeface.[50]

The Times commissioned the serif[image: External link] typeface[image: External link] Times New Roman[image: External link], created by Victor Lardent[image: External link] at the English branch of Monotype[image: External link], in 1931.[51] It was commissioned after Stanley Morison[image: External link] had written an article criticizing The Times for being badly printed and typographically antiquated.[52] The font was supervised by Morison and drawn by Victor Lardent, an artist from the advertising department of The Times. Morison used an older font named Plantin[image: External link] as the basis for his design, but made revisions for legibility and economy of space. Times New Roman made its debut in the issue of 3 October 1932.[53] After one year, the design was released for commercial sale. The Times stayed with Times New Roman for 40 years, but new production techniques and the format change from broadsheet[image: External link] to tabloid[image: External link] in 2004 have caused the newspaper to switch font five times since 1972. However, all the new fonts have been variants of the original New Roman font:


	
Times Europa was designed by Walter Tracy[image: External link] in 1972 for The Times, as a sturdier alternative to the Times font family, designed for the demands of faster printing presses and cheaper paper. The typeface features more open counter spaces.

	
Times Roman replaced Times Europa on 30 August 1982.[54]


	
Times Millennium was made in 1991,[54] drawn by Gunnlaugur Briem on the instructions of Aurobind Patel, composing manager of News International.

	
Times Classic first appeared in 2001.[55] Designed as an economical face by the British type team of Dave Farey and Richard Dawson, it took advantage of the new PC-based publishing system at the newspaper, while obviating the production shortcomings of its predecessor Times Millennium. The new typeface included 120 letters per font. Initially the family comprised ten fonts, but a condensed version was added in 2004.

	
Times Modern was unveiled on 20 November 2006, as the successor of Times Classic.[54] Designed for improving legibility in smaller font sizes, it uses 45-degree angled bracket serifs. The font was published by Elsner + Flake as EF Times Modern; it was designed by Research Studios, led by Ben Preston (deputy editor of The Times) and designer Neville Brody.[56]
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 Political allegiance




Historically, the paper was not overtly pro- Tory[image: External link] or Whig[image: External link], but has been a long time bastion of the English Establishment[image: External link] and empire. The Times adopted a stance described as "peculiarly detached" at the 1945 general election[image: External link]; although it was increasingly critical of the Conservative Party's campaign, it did not advocate a vote for any one party.[57] However, the newspaper reverted to the Tories for the next election[image: External link] five years later. It supported the Conservatives for the subsequent three elections, followed by support for both the Conservatives and the Liberal Party[image: External link] for the next five elections, expressly supporting a Con-Lib coalition in 1974. The paper then backed the Conservatives solidly until 1997, when it declined to make any party endorsement but supported individual (primarily Eurosceptic[image: External link]) candidates.[58]

For the 2001 general election[image: External link] The Times declared its support for Tony Blair[image: External link]'s Labour government, which was re-elected by a landslide (although not as large as in 1997). It supported Labour again in 2005[image: External link], when Labour achieved a third successive win, though with a reduced majority.[59] In 2004, according to MORI[image: External link], the voting intentions of its readership were 40% for the Conservative Party, 29% for the Liberal Democrats[image: External link], and 26% for Labour.[60] For the 2010 general election[image: External link], the newspaper declared its support for the Conservatives once again; the election ended in the Tories taking the most votes and seats but having to form a coalition[image: External link] with the Liberal Democrats[image: External link] in order to form a government as they had failed to gain an overall majority.[61]

This makes it the most varied newspaper in terms of political support in British history.[62] Some columnists in The Times are connected to the Conservative Party such as Daniel Finkelstein[image: External link], Tim Montgomerie[image: External link], Matthew Parris[image: External link] and Matt Ridley[image: External link], but there are also columnists connected to the Labour Party such as David Aaronovitch[image: External link], Philip Collins[image: External link], Oliver Kamm[image: External link] and Jenni Russell[image: External link].

The Times occasionally makes endorsements for foreign elections. In November 2012, it endorsed a second term for Barack Obama[image: External link] although it also expressed reservations about his foreign policy.[63]

The Times, along with the British Film Institute[image: External link], sponsors "The Times" bfi London Film Festival[image: External link].[64] It also sponsors the Cheltenham Literature Festival[image: External link] and the Asia House Festival of Asian Literature[image: External link] at Asia House[image: External link], London.
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 Editors






	Name[65]

	Tenure



	John Walter[image: External link]
	1785 to 1803



	John Walter, Jnr[image: External link]
	1803 to 1812



	Sir John Stoddart[image: External link]

	1812 to 1816



	Thomas Barnes[image: External link]
	1817 to 1841



	John Thadeus Delane[image: External link]
	1841 to 1877



	Thomas Chenery[image: External link]
	1877 to 1884



	George Earle Buckle[image: External link]
	1884 to 1912



	George Geoffrey Dawson[image: External link]
	1912 to 1919



	George Sydney Freeman
	1919 (two-month 'inter-regnum')[66]




	Henry Wickham Steed[image: External link]
	1919 to 1922



	George Geoffrey Dawson[image: External link]
	1923 to 1941



	Robert McGowan Barrington-Ward[image: External link]
	1941 to 1948



	William Francis Casey[image: External link]
	1948 to 1952



	Sir William John Haley[image: External link]

	1952 to 1966



	William Rees-Mogg[image: External link]
	1967 to 1981



	Harold Evans[image: External link]
	1981 to 1982



	Charles Douglas-Home[image: External link]
	1982 to 1985



	Charles Wilson[image: External link]
	1985 to 1990



	Simon Jenkins[image: External link]
	1990 to 1992



	Peter Stothard[image: External link]
	1992 to 2002



	Robert Thomson[image: External link]
	2002 to 2007



	James Harding[image: External link]
	2007 to 2012



	John Witherow[image: External link]
	2013–[67]
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 Notable columnists and journalists







	

	Michael Atherton[image: External link]

	Guillem Balague[image: External link]

	Simon Barnes[image: External link]

	Alice Bowe[image: External link]

	
Peter Brookes[image: External link] (leader-page cartoonist)

	Thom Brooks[image: External link]

	Rachel Campbell-Johnston[image: External link]

	Ross Clark[image: External link]

	Giles Coren[image: External link]

	Robert Crampton[image: External link]

	Ginny Dougary[image: External link]

	Stephen Farrell[image: External link]

	Daniel Finkelstein[image: External link]

	Brian Glanville[image: External link]

	Ruth Gledhill[image: External link]




	

	Michael Gove[image: External link]

	
Julian Haviland[image: External link] (Political Editor)

	Louis Heren[image: External link]

	Anthony Howard[image: External link]

	Mick Hume[image: External link]

	Nadiya Hussain[image: External link]

	Simon Jenkins[image: External link]

	Anatole Kaletsky[image: External link]

	Raymond Keene[image: External link]

	Patrick Kidd[image: External link]

	Magnus Linklater[image: External link]

	Richard Lloyd Parry[image: External link]

	
Anthony Loyd[image: External link] (war correspondent on retainer)

	Ben Macintyre[image: External link]




	

	Bronwen Maddox[image: External link]

	Stefanie Marsh[image: External link]

	Hugh McIlvanney[image: External link]

	Alice Miles[image: External link]

	Carol Midgley

	Caitlin Moran[image: External link]

	Michael Moran[image: External link]

	
Morten Morland[image: External link] (political cartoonist)

	Matthew Parris[image: External link]

	Grayson Perry[image: External link]

	Catherine Philp

	Libby Purves[image: External link]

	John Raymond

	Lord Rees-Mogg[image: External link]

	Peter Riddell[image: External link]

	Hugo Rifkind[image: External link]




	

	Aki Riihilahti[image: External link]

	Nick Robinson[image: External link]

	Alyson Rudd[image: External link]

	Jenni Russell[image: External link]

	Dan Sabbagh[image: External link]

	Marcus du Sautoy[image: External link]

	Andrew Sullivan[image: External link]

	Richard Susskind[image: External link]

	Matthew Syed[image: External link]

	Rachel Sylvester[image: External link]

	Ann Treneman[image: External link]

	Janice Turner[image: External link]

	
Alexander Williams[image: External link] (cartoonist)

	Ian Fleming[image: External link]
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 Related publications
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 The Times, Ireland edition




An Irish[image: External link] digital[image: External link] edition of the paper was launched in September 2015 at TheTimes.ie[image: External link].[68][69] A print edition was launched in June 2017, replacing the international edition previously distributed in Ireland.[70]
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 Times Literary Supplement




Main article: The Times Literary Supplement[image: External link]


The Times Literary Supplement (TLS) first appeared in 1902 as a supplement to The Times, becoming a separately paid-for weekly literature and society magazine in 1914.[71] The TLS is owned and published by News International and co-operates closely with The Times, with its online version hosted on The Times website, and its editorial offices based in Times House, Pennington Street, London.
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 The Times Science Review




Main article: The Times Science Review[image: External link]


Between 1951 and 1966 The Times published a separately paid-for quarterly science review, The Times Science Review.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The Times started a new, free, monthly science magazine, Eureka[image: External link], in October 2009. The magazine closed in October 2012.
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 Times Atlases




Times Atlases have been produced since 1895. They are currently produced by the Collins Bartholomew imprint of HarperCollins Publishers. The flagship product is The Times Comprehensive Atlas of the World[image: External link].
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 The Sunday Times Travel Magazine




This 164-page monthly magazine is sold separately from the newspaper of record and is Britain's best-selling travel magazine. The first issue of The Sunday Times Travel Magazine[image: External link] was in 2003, and it includes news, features and insider guides.
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 Times Higher Education




Main article: Times Higher Education[image: External link]


Started in 1971, it was a pioneer in evaluating tertiary education, and has grown to be one of the most respected for its national and world rankings.
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 In fiction




In the dystopian[image: External link] future world of George Orwell[image: External link]'s Nineteen Eighty-Four[image: External link], The Times has been transformed into the organ of the totalitarian ruling party, its editorials—of which several are quoted in the book—reflecting Big Brother[image: External link]'s pronouncements.

Rex Stout[image: External link]'s fictional detective Nero Wolfe[image: External link] is described as fond of solving the London Times' crossword puzzle[image: External link] at his New York home, in preference to those of American papers.

In the James Bond series by Ian Fleming[image: External link], James Bond[image: External link], reads The Times. As described by Fleming in From Russia, with Love[image: External link]: "The Times was the only paper that Bond ever read."[72]

In The Wombles[image: External link], Uncle Bulgaria read The Times and asked for the other Wombles to bring him any copies that they found amongst the litter. The newspaper played a central role in the episode Very Behind the Times (Series 2, Episode 12).
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 See also





	List of the oldest newspapers[image: External link]

	History of newspapers and magazines#The Times[image: External link]
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Chasing Pavements






"Chasing Pavements" is a song by British singer Adele, from her debut album 19. It was the second single from the album, after "Hometown Glory". It was released digitally[image: External link] in Ireland on 13 January 2008 and entered the Irish singles chart at number 26 through download sales alone. Having received a physical release, the single then leaped 19 places to number seven, where it peaked. On 20 January, the single entered at number two in the UK singles chart on downloads alone. "Chasing Pavements" was the 27th best selling single of 2008 in the UK, with over 280,000 sales. It was Adele's first Billboard Hot 100 entry, and has sold over 1,200,000 digital copies as of October 2011.[2] The B-side to the single is an acoustic cover of the Sam Cooke[image: External link] song "That's It, I Quit, I'm Movin' On[image: External link]". "Chasing Pavements" won the Grammy Award for Best Female Pop Vocal Performance, and was nominated for the Grammy Award for Record of the Year and Grammy Award for Song of the Year.

The accompanying music video[image: External link] was directed by Mathew Cullen of production company Motion Theory.[3] It was uploaded to Adele's official YouTube account on October 24, 2009.



TOP
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 Background and composition




The song was inspired by an incident Adele had with a former boyfriend of six months.[4] After learning he had cheated on her, she went to the bar he was at and punched him in the face.[4] After being thrown out, Adele walked down the street alone and thought to herself, "What is it you're chasing? You're chasing an empty pavement."[5][6] She sang and recorded it on her mobile phone and arranged the chords when she got home.[4] "Chasing Pavements" is written in the key[image: External link] of C minor[image: External link].[7]
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 Reception
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 Accolades




"Chasing Pavements" was nominated for three Grammy Awards at the 2009 Grammy Awards[image: External link]. The track received nominations in the categories of Record of The Year, Song of the Year and for Best Female Pop Vocal Performance.[8] It won the award for the Best Female Vocal Performance but lost out to Coldplay's "Viva la Vida[image: External link]" in the Song of the Year category and to Robert Plant[image: External link]'s and Alison Krauss' collaboration, "Please Read the Letter[image: External link]", in the Record of the Year category. She performed "Chasing Pavements" with Sugarland[image: External link].
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 Controversy




According to the Daily Mail, the single was banned from several US radio stations because of the perceived meaning of the words "chasing pavements" referring to the singer chasing gay men. The source of the perceived meaning is said to come from an entry submitted to Urban Dictionary[image: External link], although there is no evidence that the title was intended to have this meaning.[9]
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 Music video
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 Synopsis




The song's music video centres on a car crash (a white Peugeot 505[image: External link] saloon) occurring in Hyde Park, London[image: External link]. While set in London, the video was shot in Los Angeles[image: External link].[10]

It features two views: one of the real-world in which the occupants of the car are lying motionless on the pavement following the accident, and the other (during the choruses) in which the camera shows them from above. Adele is seen in the first view, inside a car with a man. She sings before getting out of the car and walking past a group of people who are running towards the crash victims. Then, she stands beside a tree continuing to sing until it ends and the victims being shown on stretchers, being wheeled away in different directions by ambulance crews tending to them. Adele is not one of the car crash victims.

In the second view, the couple is shown from an overhead view but as if they are shot side-on and they 'come to life' and move as if standing up. The couple appear to reenact their relationship, starting from their first meeting when the woman dropped her scarf and the man handed it back to her. For a while they appear happy together, but it is short-lived; the man discovers that the woman had another lover. She writes something on a piece of paper and when the man reads it, he is angered, but he forgives her and they begin rekindling the passion they had before the crash. When Adele sings the chorus for the final time, the couple dance on the pavement surrounded by the onlookers, who are now also dancing. The man and the woman dance gracefully and intimately, but in spite of all the joy, they are still just two bodies lying motionless on the pavement, and are then wheeled away by ambulance crews in different directions.
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 Reception




The song's music video earned a 2008 MTV Video Music Award[image: External link] nomination for Best Choreography.[3]

On 20 December 2008, the video was ranked #26 on VH1's Top 40 of 2008.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Live performances




Adele premiered the song on Friday Night with Jonathan Ross[image: External link] on 7 December 2007.[11] She performed "Chasing Pavements", along with "Cold Shoulder", on Saturday Night Live on 18 October 2008.
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 In popular culture
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 Covers




The song was performed by Melissa Benoist[image: External link] on the 2012 episode "The New Rachel[image: External link]" of Glee[image: External link]. In 2013, American R&B singer, Candice Glover[image: External link] performed the song on the singing competition series, American Idol[image: External link], during her time as a contestant on the show. American rapper MGK[image: External link] also covered the song and it has over 8 million views on YouTube.
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 Soundtrack appearances




"Chasing Pavements" was featured in three episodes of Hollyoaks[image: External link]. The first was in a concluding scene of Hannah Ashworth[image: External link]'s anorexia. The second was in a beginning scene of Charlie Dean[image: External link]'s custody battle. The third was in a scene showing Dominic Reilly[image: External link] reflecting on Tina McQueen[image: External link] talking to him, which was aired on 15 October. The song was also featured in the film Wild Child[image: External link], and the TV show 90210[image: External link].
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 Track listing




UK – CD and 7-inch vinyl


	"Chasing Pavements" (Adele, Eg White[image: External link]) – 3:31

	"That's It, I Quit, I'm Movin' On[image: External link]" (live) (Sam Cooke[image: External link]) – 2:12
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 Charts
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (2008–09)
	Peak

position



	Austria (Ö3 Austria Top 40[image: External link])[12]

	56



	Belgium (Ultratop 50[image: External link] Flanders)[13]

	10



	Belgium (Ultratop 50[image: External link] Wallonia)[14]

	21



	Canada (Canadian Hot 100[image: External link])[15]

	28



	Czech Republic (Rádio Top 100)[16]

	27



	Denmark ( Tracklisten[image: External link])[17]

	8



	
European Hot 100 Singles[image: External link][18]

	8



	Finland Download ( Latauslista[image: External link])[19]

	15



	Germany (Official German Charts)[20]

	46



	Ireland ( IRMA[image: External link])[21]

	7



	Israel (Media Forest[image: External link])[22]

	4



	Italy ( FIMI[image: External link])[23]

	7



	Japan (Japan Hot 100[image: External link])[24]

	4



	Netherlands (Dutch Top 40[image: External link])[25]

	9



	Netherlands (Single Top 100[image: External link])[26]

	3



	Norway ( VG-lista[image: External link])[27]

	1



	
Scotland[image: External link] (Official Charts Company)[28]

	2



	Slovakia (Rádio Top 100)[29]

	51



	Sweden ( Sverigetopplistan[image: External link])[30]

	37



	UK Singles (Official Charts Company[image: External link])[31]

	2



	US Billboard Hot 100[32]

	21



	US Adult Alternative Songs[image: External link] (Billboard)[33]

	25



	US Adult Contemporary[image: External link] (Billboard)[34]

	23



	US Adult Top 40[image: External link] (Billboard)[35]

	16
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	Chart (2008)
	Position



	
Dutch Singles Chart[image: External link][36]

	36



	
UK Singles Chart[image: External link][37]

	27
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	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units[image: External link]/Sales



	Canada (Music Canada[image: External link])[38]

	Platinum
	10,000^




	Denmark (IFPI Denmark[image: External link])[39]

	Gold
	7,500^




	Italy ( FIMI[image: External link])[40]

	Gold
	10,000*




	Norway (IFPI Norway)[41]

	Gold
	5,000*




	United Kingdom (BPI)[42]

	Platinum
	600,000



	United States (RIAA)[43]

	Platinum
	1,000,000^




	
*sales figures based on certification alone

^shipments figures based on certification alone

sales+streaming figures based on certification alone
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	Region
	Date



	Europe[image: External link]
	11 January 2008



	United Kingdom[image: External link]
	14 January 2008





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ "ADELE: Music"[image: External link]. Adele.tv. Retrieved 2014-07-16.


	
^ "Adele's 'Someone Like You' Atop Hot 100, Passes 2 Million Downloads"[image: External link]. Billboard Magazine. 2011-010-11. Retrieved 2011-10-14.


	
^ a b "Coldplay and Adele snag VMA nods Virgin Media 28 August 2008"[image: External link]. Musicnews.virginmedia.com. Retrieved 2011-09-06.


	
^ a b c Frehsée, Nicole (22 January 2009), "Meet Adele, the U.K.'s Newest Soul Star". Rolling Stone. (1070):26


	
^ "Interview: Adele – Singer and Songwriter BlogCriticsMagazine 16 July 2008"[image: External link]. Blogcritics.org. Retrieved 2011-09-06.


	
^ Dawson, Kim (24 March 2008). "ADELE'S BI GUY"[image: External link]. Daily Star.


	
^ "CHASING PAVEMENTS Chords – Adele"[image: External link]. E-Chords.com. Retrieved 2014-07-16.


	
^ The 51st Annual Grammy Awards Nominations List 3 December 2008[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] 4 December 2008 at the Wayback Machine[image: External link].


	
^ "'Americans think that I'm chasing gay men,' says Adele as she reveals hit song radio ban"[image: External link], Daily Mail, p. 1, 10 September 2008, retrieved 2010-02-28


	
^ Wells, Meg (2008-06-03). "Anatomy of a Music Video: Chasing Pavements"[image: External link]. Flux. Retrieved 2012-02-15.


	
^ "Jonathan Ross welcomes Lucas, Walliams, Seinfeld and Zellweger"[image: External link]. 7 December 2007. Retrieved 2008-01-27.


	
^ "Austriancharts.at – Adele – Chasing Pavements"[image: External link] (in German). Ö3 Austria Top 40[image: External link].


	
^ "Ultratop.be – Adele – Chasing Pavements"[image: External link] (in Dutch). Ultratop 50[image: External link].


	
^ "Ultratop.be – Adele – Chasing Pavements"[image: External link] (in French). Ultratop 50[image: External link].


	
^ "Adele – Chart history"[image: External link] Canadian Hot 100[image: External link] for Adele.


	
^ "ČNS IFPI"[image: External link] (in Czech). Hitparáda – Radio Top 100 Oficiální. IFPI Czech Republic. Note: insert 200818 into search. Retrieved 10 June 2011.


	
^ "Danishcharts.com – Adele – Chasing Pavements"[image: External link]. Tracklisten[image: External link].


	
^ "Chart Search Results – European Hot 100 Singles 2008-02-02"[image: External link]. Billboard.biz[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 7 August 2012. Retrieved 7 August 2012.


	
^ "Adele: Chasing Pavements"[image: External link] (in Finnish). Musiikkituottajat – IFPI Finland[image: External link]. Retrieved 4 December 2009.


	
^ "Musicline.de – Adele Single-Chartverfolgung"[image: External link] (in German). Media Control Charts. PhonoNet GmbH.


	
^ Steffen Hung. "Discography Adele"[image: External link]. irishcharts.com. Retrieved 2011-02-20.


	
^ "Media Forest: Airplay chart"[image: External link]. mako.com/mediaforest.biz.


	
^ Steffen Hung. "Adele – Chasing Pavements"[image: External link]. italiancharts.com. Retrieved 2011-02-20.


	
^ http://www.billboard-japan.com/charts/detail?a=hot100&year=2008&month=03&day=17[image: External link]


	
^ "Nederlandse Top 40 – Adele search results"[image: External link] (in Dutch) Dutch Top 40[image: External link].


	
^ "Dutchcharts.nl – Adele – Chasing Pavements"[image: External link] (in Dutch). Single Top 100[image: External link].


	
^ "Norwegiancharts.com – Adele – Chasing Pavements"[image: External link]. VG-lista[image: External link].


	
^ "Archive Chart: 2008-01-27"[image: External link]. Scottish Singles Top 40[image: External link]. Retrieved 2 October 2015.


	
^ "SNS IFPI"[image: External link] (in Slovak). Hitparáda – Radio Top 100 Oficiálna. IFPI Czech Republic. Note: insert {{{year}}}{{{week}}} into search.


	
^ "Swedishcharts.com – Adele – Chasing Pavements"[image: External link]. Singles Top 100[image: External link].


	
^ "ADELE – The Official Charts Company"[image: External link]. Theofficialcharts.com. Retrieved 2011-02-20.


	
^ "Adele – Chart history"[image: External link] Billboard Hot 100 for Adele.


	
^ "Adele – Chart history"[image: External link] Billboard Adult Alternative Songs[image: External link] for Adele.


	
^ "Adele – Chart history"[image: External link] Billboard Adult Contemporary[image: External link] for Adele.


	
^ "Adele – Chart history"[image: External link] Billboard Adult Pop Songs[image: External link] for Adele.


	
^ "http://dutchcharts.nl/jaaroverzichten.asp?year=2008&cat=s[image: External link]". dutchcharts.nl (in Dutch).


	
^ "Official Singles Chart : 2008"[image: External link] (PDF). Ukchartsplus.co.uk. Retrieved 2014-07-16.


	
^ "Canadian single certifications – Adele – Chasing Pavements"[image: External link]. Music Canada[image: External link].


	
^ "Danish single certifications – Adele – Chasing Pavements"[image: External link]. IFPI Denmark. Click on næste to go to page if certification from official website


	
^ "Italian single certifications – Adele – Chasing Pavements"[image: External link] (in Italian). Federazione Industria Musicale Italiana[image: External link]. Select Online in the field Sezione. Enter Adele in the field Filtra. Select 2008 in the field Anno. The certification will load automatically


	
^ "Trofeer"[image: External link] (in Norwegian). Archived from the original[image: External link] on 22 July 2011. Retrieved 23 January 2015.


	
^ "British single certifications – Adele – Chasing Pavements"[image: External link]. British Phonographic Industry. Enter Chasing Pavements in the field Keywords. Select Title in the field Search by. Select single in the field By Format. Select Platinum in the field By Award. Click Search


	
^ "American single certifications – Adele – Chasing Pavements"[image: External link]. Recording Industry Association of America. If necessary, click Advanced, then click Format, then select Single, then click SEARCH







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	
Lyrics of this song[image: External link] at MetroLyrics[image: External link]






Categories[image: External link]:

	Adele songs[image: External link]

	2008 singles[image: External link]

	Number-one singles in Norway[image: External link]

	XL Recordings singles[image: External link]

	Songs written by Eg White[image: External link]

	Pop ballads[image: External link]

	Songs written by Adele[image: External link]

	2008 songs[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 27 May 2017, at 02:40.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Chasing Pavements: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chasing_Pavements [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Chasing_Pavements [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Criticism

	2 Winners and shortlisted nominees

	3 See also

	4 References

	5 External links





Mercury Prize






The Mercury Prize, formerly called the Mercury Music Prize, is an annual music prize awarded for the best album from the United Kingdom and Ireland. It was established by the British Phonographic Industry and British Association of Record Dealers in 1992 as an alternative to the Brit Awards. The prize was originally sponsored by Mercury Communications[image: External link], a brand owned by Cable & Wireless[image: External link],[1] from which the prize gets its name. It was later sponsored by Technics[image: External link][2] (1998 to 2001), Panasonic[image: External link][1] (2002 and 2003), Nationwide Building Society[image: External link] (2004 to 2008) and Barclaycard[image: External link] (2009–14).[3][4] The 2015 prize was sponsored by the BBC,[4] while in 2016 it was announced that a three-year deal had been struck with Hyundai[image: External link] to sponsor the event.[5]

Any album released by a British artist, or by a band where over 50% of the members are British, may be submitted for consideration by their record label. The shortlist is chosen by an independent panel of musicians, music presenters, music producers, music journalists, festival organisers and other figures in the music industry in the UK and Ireland.[6][7][8] The prize is open to all types of music, including pop, rock, folk, urban, grime, dance, jazz, blues, electronica and classical. Presentation of the awards usually takes place at an Awards Show in October, after the shortlist is announced at the Album of the Year Launch in September. It is often observed that bands whose albums are shortlisted, or win the prize, experience a large increase in album sales, particularly for lesser known acts.[9] Each shortlisted artist receives a specially commissioned 'Albums of the Year' trophy at the Awards Show. Unlike some other music awards, the overall winner of the Mercury Prize also receives a cheque; as of 2014, the value of the prize money is £20,000. The winner also receives an additional winner's trophy.[10]

To date, PJ Harvey[image: External link] is the only artist to have won the award on more than one occasion (in 2001 and 2011). She was also the first female solo artist to receive the award. Radiohead[image: External link] are the most shortlisted artists with five, but they have never won.[11]



TOP
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 Criticism




The Mercury Prize can have a considerable effect on sales for those artists who are shortlisted. Elbow saw a 700% sales increase of their album 'The Seldom Seen Kid' after winning the Prize in 2008.[12][13] In their winner's speech, Elbow's frontman Guy Garvey said that winning the Mercury Prize was 'Quite literally the best thing that has ever happened to us'.[14][15] Similarly, sales of The xx's winning album rose by 450% the day after they won the 2010 Mercury Prize[16][17] and 2013 winner James Blake saw a 2,500% sales increase on Amazon after he was announced as the winner of the 2013 Mercury Prize.[18][19] 2011 winner PJ Harvey's album 'Let England Shake' jumped from number 181 to 24 in the UK official charts the week after the 2011 Awards Show.[20]

Despite being regarded by many as highly prestigious, it has been suggested that having an album nominated for or winning the Mercury Prize could be a curse on a career in music.[21][22]

In 2001, the band Gorillaz[image: External link] requested that their eponymous debut album[image: External link] be withdrawn from the shortlist, with cartoon bassist Murdoc Niccals[image: External link] saying that winning the award would be "like carrying a dead albatross round your neck for eternity".[23][24]

All genres of music are eligible for entry, and it is stated that all are treated equally, with only the music on the album being taken into account.[6] Simon Frith, chair of the Mercury Prize judging panel, has said that albums are chosen because they are the "strongest" each year, rather than according to genre.[25] However, the presence of classical, folk[image: External link] and jazz[image: External link] recordings has been cited by some as anomalous, arguing that comparisons with the other nominees can be invidious.[26] Classical acts to have an album nominated have included Sir John Tavener[image: External link], Sir Peter Maxwell Davies[image: External link], Gavin Bryars[image: External link] and Nicholas Maw[image: External link]. None has ever won, and there has not been a shortlisted classical album since 2002.

The Mercury Prize also has a reputation for being awarded to outside chances rather than the favourites.[27][28] The 1994 award winner was Elegant Slumming[image: External link] by the pop act M People[image: External link], which some felt was a controversial decision considering the shortlist included popular albums from Britpop[image: External link] figureheads Paul Weller[image: External link], Blur[image: External link] and Pulp[image: External link], and electronica[image: External link] band The Prodigy[image: External link].[29][30][31]

Other music journalists critical of the awards stated that the 2005 award should not have been given to Antony and the Johnsons[image: External link] for their album I Am a Bird Now[image: External link] as, although they are British-born and therefore eligible for the Prize, the band were based in the United States.[32][33] In 2006, Isobel Campbell[image: External link]'s collaboration with Mark Lanegan[image: External link], Ballad of the Broken Seas[image: External link], was included in the shortlist, despite Lanegan being American, as the album was eligible due to Campbell's British citizenship, while Guillemots[image: External link], whose album was also shortlisted in 2006, contained band members from Brazil and Canada, although the majority were from the UK.[34]

Current eligibility criteria state that all albums must be available to buy as a full release on CD in the UK and as a digital download.[6] In September 2013, My Bloody Valentine[image: External link] vocalist and guitarist Kevin Shields[image: External link] expressed concerns about the award in an interview with The Guardian, accusing the Mercury Prize's organisers of "banning" the band's self-released album, m b v[image: External link], from the shortlist nominations and addressing the nomination criteria, which he claimed branded the album "virtually illegal".[35]

It has also been noted that heavy metal[image: External link] has been overlooked by the prize. A 2013 article by Vice[image: External link] on the Mercury Prize said "Metal certainly never gets a look-in, not even on the official entry information form: 'The Prize is open to all types of music, including pop, rock, folk, urban, dance, jazz, blues, electronica, classical…'"[36] The only metal record that has ever been nominated for the Mercury Prize is Troublegum[image: External link] by Therapy?[image: External link] in 1994. In 2011, Mercury chair of judges Simon Frith said "[Metal] is a niche that a lot of people don't listen to."[37]
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	Year
	Winner
	Shortlisted nominees
	Image
	Ref(s)



	1992
	Primal Scream[image: External link] – Screamadelica[image: External link]
	

	Barry Adamson[image: External link] – Soul Murder[image: External link]

	
Erasure[image: External link] – Chorus[image: External link]


	
Jah Wobble's Invaders of the Heart[image: External link] – Rising Above Bedlam[image: External link]


	
The Jesus and Mary Chain[image: External link] – Honey's Dead[image: External link]


	
Bheki Mseleku[image: External link] – Celebration[image: External link]


	
Saint Etienne[image: External link] – Foxbase Alpha[image: External link]


	
Simply Red[image: External link] – Stars[image: External link]


	
U2 – Achtung Baby[image: External link]


	
John Tavener[image: External link] & Steven Isserlis[image: External link] – The Protecting Veil[image: External link]


	
Young Disciples[image: External link] – Road to Freedom[image: External link]





	[38]



	1993
	Suede[image: External link] – Suede[image: External link]
	

	Apache Indian[image: External link] – No Reservations[image: External link]

	
The Auteurs[image: External link] – New Wave[image: External link]


	
Gavin Bryars[image: External link] – Jesus' Blood Never Failed Me Yet[image: External link]


	
Dina Carroll[image: External link] – So Close[image: External link]


	
East 17[image: External link] – Walthamstow[image: External link]


	
PJ Harvey[image: External link] – Rid of Me[image: External link]


	
New Order[image: External link] – Republic[image: External link]


	
Stereo MCs[image: External link] – Connected[image: External link]


	
Sting – Ten Summoner's Tales[image: External link]


	
Stan Tracey[image: External link] – Portraits Plus[image: External link]





	[39]



	1994
	M People[image: External link] – Elegant Slumming[image: External link]
	

	Blur[image: External link] – Parklife[image: External link]

	
Ian McNabb[image: External link] – Head Like a Rock[image: External link]


	
Shara Nelson[image: External link] – What Silence Knows[image: External link]


	
Michael Nyman[image: External link] – The Piano Concerto/MGV[image: External link]


	
Primal Scream[image: External link] – Give Out But Don't Give Up[image: External link]


	
The Prodigy[image: External link] – Music for the Jilted Generation[image: External link]


	
Pulp[image: External link] – His 'n' Hers[image: External link]


	
Take That – Everything Changes[image: External link]


	
Therapy?[image: External link] – Troublegum[image: External link]


	
Paul Weller[image: External link] – Wild Wood[image: External link]





	[40]



	1995
	Portishead[image: External link] – Dummy[image: External link]
	

	Guy Barker[image: External link] – Into the Blue[image: External link]

	
The Boo Radleys[image: External link] – Wake Up![image: External link]


	
Elastica[image: External link] – Elastica[image: External link]


	
PJ Harvey[image: External link] – To Bring You My Love[image: External link]


	
Leftfield[image: External link] – Leftism[image: External link]


	
James MacMillan[image: External link] – Seven Last Words from the Cross[image: External link]


	
Van Morrison[image: External link] – Days Like This[image: External link]


	
Oasis[image: External link] – Definitely Maybe[image: External link]


	
Supergrass[image: External link] – I Should Coco[image: External link]


	
Tricky[image: External link] – Maxinquaye[image: External link]





	[41]



	1996
	Pulp[image: External link] – Different Class[image: External link]
	

	Artists for War Child[image: External link] – Help[image: External link]

	
Black Grape[image: External link] – It's Great When You're Straight... Yeah[image: External link]


	
Peter Maxwell Davies[image: External link]/BBC Philharmonic[image: External link] – The Beltane Fire / Caroline Mathilde[image: External link]


	
Manic Street Preachers[image: External link] – Everything Must Go[image: External link]


	
Mark Morrison[image: External link] – Return of the Mack[image: External link]


	
Oasis[image: External link] – (What's the Story) Morning Glory?[image: External link]


	
Courtney Pine[image: External link] – Modern Day Jazz Stories[image: External link]


	
Underworld[image: External link] – Second Toughest in the Infants[image: External link]


	
Norma Waterson[image: External link] – Norma Waterson[image: External link]





	
	[42]



	1997
	Roni Size[image: External link]/ Reprazent[image: External link] – New Forms[image: External link]
	

	The Chemical Brothers[image: External link] – Dig Your Own Hole[image: External link]

	
Beth Orton[image: External link] – Trailer Park[image: External link]


	
Primal Scream[image: External link] – Vanishing Point[image: External link]


	
The Prodigy[image: External link] – The Fat of the Land[image: External link]


	
Radiohead[image: External link] – OK Computer[image: External link]


	
Spice Girls – Spice


	
Suede[image: External link] – Coming Up[image: External link]


	
John Tavener[image: External link] – Svyati


	
Mark-Anthony Turnage[image: External link] – Your Rockaby





	[41]



	1998
	Gomez[image: External link] – Bring It On[image: External link]
	

	4hero[image: External link] – Two Pages[image: External link]

	
Asian Dub Foundation[image: External link] – Rafi's Revenge[image: External link]


	
Eliza Carthy[image: External link] – Red Rice[image: External link]


	
Catatonia[image: External link] – International Velvet[image: External link]


	
Cornershop[image: External link] – When I Was Born for the 7th Time[image: External link]


	
Massive Attack[image: External link] – Mezzanine[image: External link]


	
Propellerheads[image: External link] – Decksandrumsandrockandroll[image: External link]


	
Pulp[image: External link] – This Is Hardcore[image: External link]


	
John Surman[image: External link] – Proverbs & Songs


	
The Verve[image: External link] – Urban Hymns[image: External link]


	
Robbie Williams[image: External link] – Life thru a Lens[image: External link]





	[41]



	1999
	Talvin Singh[image: External link] – Ok[image: External link]
	

	Thomas Adès[image: External link] – Asyla[image: External link]

	
Denys Baptiste[image: External link] – Be Where You Are


	
Black Star Liner[image: External link] – Bengali Bantam Youth Experience![image: External link]


	
Blur[image: External link] – 13[image: External link]


	
The Chemical Brothers[image: External link] – Surrender[image: External link]


	
Faithless[image: External link] – Sunday 8PM[image: External link]


	
Manic Street Preachers[image: External link] – This Is My Truth Tell Me Yours[image: External link]


	
Beth Orton[image: External link] – Central Reservation[image: External link]


	
Kate Rusby[image: External link] – Sleepless[image: External link]


	
Stereophonics[image: External link] – Performance and Cocktails[image: External link]


	
Underworld[image: External link] – Beaucoup Fish[image: External link]





	
	[43]



	2000
	Badly Drawn Boy[image: External link] – The Hour of Bewilderbeast[image: External link]
	

	Richard Ashcroft[image: External link] – Alone with Everybody[image: External link]

	
Coldplay – Parachutes[image: External link]


	
M. J. Cole[image: External link] – Sincere[image: External link]


	
Death in Vegas[image: External link] – The Contino Sessions[image: External link]


	
The Delgados[image: External link] – The Great Eastern[image: External link]


	
Doves[image: External link] – Lost Souls[image: External link]


	
Helicopter Girl[image: External link] – How to Steal the World[image: External link]


	
Leftfield[image: External link] – Rhythm and Stealth[image: External link]


	
Nicholas Maw[image: External link] – Violin Concerto[image: External link]


	
Nitin Sawhney[image: External link] – Beyond Skin[image: External link]


	
Kathryn Williams[image: External link] – Little Black Numbers[image: External link]





	[44]



	2001
	PJ Harvey[image: External link] – Stories from the City, Stories from the Sea[image: External link]
	

	Basement Jaxx[image: External link] – Rooty[image: External link]

	
Elbow[image: External link] – Asleep in the Back[image: External link]


	
Goldfrapp[image: External link] – Felt Mountain[image: External link]


	
Gorillaz[image: External link] – Gorillaz[image: External link] (nomination withdrawn at the request of the band)[45]


	
Ed Harcourt[image: External link] – Here Be Monsters[image: External link]


	
Tom McRae[image: External link] – Tom McRae[image: External link]


	
Radiohead[image: External link] – Amnesiac[image: External link]


	
Susheela Raman[image: External link] – Salt Rain[image: External link]


	
Super Furry Animals[image: External link] – Rings Around the World[image: External link]


	
Turin Brakes[image: External link] – The Optimist LP[image: External link]


	
Zero 7[image: External link] – Simple Things[image: External link]





	[46]



	2002
	Ms. Dynamite[image: External link] – A Little Deeper[image: External link]
	

	Guy Barker[image: External link] – Soundtrack[image: External link]

	
The Bees[image: External link] – Sunshine Hit Me[image: External link]


	
David Bowie – Heathen[image: External link]


	
The Coral[image: External link] – The Coral[image: External link]


	
Doves[image: External link] – The Last Broadcast[image: External link]


	
The Electric Soft Parade[image: External link] – Holes in the Wall[image: External link]


	
Gemma Hayes[image: External link] – Night on My Side[image: External link]


	
Beverley Knight[image: External link] – Who I Am[image: External link]


	
Roots Manuva[image: External link] – Run Come Save Me[image: External link]


	
Joanna MacGregor[image: External link] – Play[image: External link]


	
The Streets[image: External link] – Original Pirate Material[image: External link]





	
	[47]



	2003
	Dizzee Rascal[image: External link] – Boy in da Corner[image: External link]
	

	Athlete[image: External link] – Vehicles and Animals[image: External link]

	
Eliza Carthy[image: External link] – Anglicana[image: External link]


	
Coldplay – A Rush of Blood to the Head[image: External link]


	
The Darkness – Permission to Land[image: External link]


	
Floetry[image: External link] – Floetic[image: External link]


	
Soweto Kinch[image: External link] – Conversations with the Unseen[image: External link]


	
Lemon Jelly[image: External link] – Lost Horizons[image: External link]


	
The Thrills[image: External link] – So Much for the City[image: External link]


	
Martina Topley-Bird[image: External link] – Quixotic[image: External link]


	
Radiohead[image: External link] – Hail to the Thief[image: External link]


	
Terri Walker[image: External link] – Untitled[image: External link]





	[48]



	2004
	Franz Ferdinand[image: External link] – Franz Ferdinand[image: External link]
	

	Basement Jaxx[image: External link] – Kish Kash[image: External link]

	
Belle & Sebastian[image: External link] – Dear Catastrophe Waitress[image: External link]


	
Jamelia[image: External link] – Thank You[image: External link]


	
Keane[image: External link] – Hopes and Fears[image: External link]


	
Snow Patrol[image: External link] – Final Straw[image: External link]


	
Joss Stone[image: External link] – The Soul Sessions[image: External link]


	
The Streets[image: External link] – A Grand Don't Come for Free[image: External link]


	
Ty[image: External link] – Upwards[image: External link]


	
Amy Winehouse – Frank


	
Robert Wyatt[image: External link] – Cuckooland[image: External link]


	
The Zutons[image: External link] – Who Killed...... The Zutons?[image: External link]





	[49]



	2005
	Antony and the Johnsons[image: External link] – I Am a Bird Now[image: External link]
	

	Bloc Party[image: External link] – Silent Alarm[image: External link]

	
Coldplay – X&Y[image: External link]


	
Hard-Fi[image: External link] – Stars of CCTV[image: External link]


	
Kaiser Chiefs[image: External link] – Employment[image: External link]


	
KT Tunstall[image: External link] – Eye to the Telescope[image: External link]


	
M.I.A.[image: External link] – Arular[image: External link]


	
Maxïmo Park[image: External link] – A Certain Trigger[image: External link]


	
Polar Bear[image: External link] – Held on the Tips of Fingers[image: External link]


	
Seth Lakeman[image: External link] – Kitty Jay[image: External link]


	
The Go! Team[image: External link] – Thunder, Lightning, Strike[image: External link]


	
The Magic Numbers[image: External link] – The Magic Numbers[image: External link]
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	2006
	Arctic Monkeys[image: External link] – Whatever People Say I Am, That's What I'm Not[image: External link]
	

	Isobel Campbell[image: External link] and Mark Lanegan[image: External link] – Ballad of the Broken Seas[image: External link]

	
Editors[image: External link] – The Back Room[image: External link]


	
Guillemots[image: External link] – Through the Windowpane[image: External link]


	
Richard Hawley[image: External link] – Coles Corner[image: External link]


	
Hot Chip[image: External link] – The Warning[image: External link]


	
Muse – Black Holes & Revelations[image: External link]


	
Zoe Rahman[image: External link] – Melting Pot[image: External link]


	
Lou Rhodes[image: External link] – Beloved One[image: External link]


	
Scritti Politti[image: External link] – White Bread Black Beer[image: External link]


	
Sway[image: External link] – This Is My Demo[image: External link]


	
Thom Yorke[image: External link] – The Eraser[image: External link]
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	2007
	Klaxons[image: External link] – Myths of the Near Future[image: External link]
	

	Arctic Monkeys[image: External link] – Favourite Worst Nightmare[image: External link]

	
Basquiat Strings[image: External link] with Seb Rochford[image: External link] – Basquiat Strings[image: External link]


	
Bat for Lashes[image: External link] – Fur and Gold[image: External link]


	
Dizzee Rascal[image: External link] – Maths + English[image: External link]


	
Maps[image: External link] – We Can Create[image: External link]


	
New Young Pony Club[image: External link] – Fantastic Playroom[image: External link]


	
Fionn Regan[image: External link] – The End of History[image: External link]


	
Jamie T – Panic Prevention[image: External link]


	
The View[image: External link] – Hats Off to the Buskers[image: External link]


	
Amy Winehouse – Back to Black


	
Young Knives[image: External link] – Voices of Animals and Men[image: External link]
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	2008
	Elbow[image: External link] – The Seldom Seen Kid[image: External link]
	

	Adele – 19

	
British Sea Power[image: External link] – Do You Like Rock Music?[image: External link]


	
Burial[image: External link] – Untrue[image: External link]


	
Estelle[image: External link] – Shine[image: External link]


	
The Last Shadow Puppets[image: External link] – The Age of the Understatement[image: External link]


	
Laura Marling[image: External link] – Alas, I Cannot Swim[image: External link]


	
Neon Neon[image: External link] – Stainless Style[image: External link]


	
Robert Plant[image: External link] & Alison Krauss – Raising Sand


	
Portico Quartet[image: External link] – Knee Deep in the North Sea[image: External link]


	
Radiohead[image: External link] – In Rainbows[image: External link]


	
Rachel Unthank and the Winterset[image: External link] – The Bairns[image: External link]
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	2009
	Speech Debelle[image: External link] – Speech Therapy[image: External link]
	

	Bat for Lashes[image: External link] – Two Suns[image: External link]

	
Florence and the Machine[image: External link] – Lungs[image: External link]


	
Friendly Fires[image: External link] – Friendly Fires[image: External link]


	
Glasvegas[image: External link] – Glasvegas[image: External link]


	
Lisa Hannigan[image: External link] – Sea Sew[image: External link]


	
The Horrors[image: External link] – Primary Colours[image: External link]


	
The Invisible[image: External link] – The Invisible[image: External link]


	
Kasabian[image: External link] – West Ryder Pauper Lunatic Asylum[image: External link]


	
La Roux[image: External link] – La Roux[image: External link]


	
Led Bib[image: External link] – Sensible Shoes[image: External link]


	
Sweet Billy Pilgrim[image: External link] – Twice Born Men[image: External link]
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	2010
	The xx[image: External link] – xx[image: External link]
	

	Biffy Clyro[image: External link] – Only Revolutions[image: External link]

	
Corinne Bailey Rae[image: External link] – The Sea[image: External link]


	
Dizzee Rascal[image: External link] – Tongue n' Cheek[image: External link]


	
Foals[image: External link] – Total Life Forever[image: External link]


	
I Am Kloot[image: External link] – Sky at Night[image: External link]


	
Kit Downes Trio[image: External link] – Golden[image: External link]


	
Laura Marling[image: External link] – I Speak Because I Can[image: External link]


	
Mumford & Sons[image: External link] – Sigh No More[image: External link]


	
Paul Weller[image: External link] – Wake Up the Nation[image: External link]


	
Villagers[image: External link] – Becoming a Jackal[image: External link]


	
Wild Beasts[image: External link] – Two Dancers[image: External link]
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	2011
	PJ Harvey[image: External link] – Let England Shake[image: External link]
	

	Adele – 21

	
Anna Calvi[image: External link] – Anna Calvi[image: External link]


	
Elbow[image: External link] – Build a Rocket Boys![image: External link]


	
Everything Everything[image: External link] – Man Alive[image: External link]


	
Ghostpoet[image: External link] – Peanut Butter Blues & Melancholy Jam[image: External link]


	
Gwilym Simcock[image: External link] – Good Days at Schloss Elmau


	
James Blake[image: External link] – James Blake[image: External link]


	
Katy B[image: External link] – On a Mission[image: External link]


	
King Creosote[image: External link] & Jon Hopkins[image: External link] – Diamond Mine[image: External link]


	
Metronomy[image: External link] – The English Riviera[image: External link]


	
Tinie Tempah[image: External link] – Disc-Overy[image: External link]
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	2012
	Alt-J[image: External link] – An Awesome Wave[image: External link]
	

	Ben Howard[image: External link] – Every Kingdom[image: External link]

	
Django Django[image: External link] – Django Django[image: External link]


	
Field Music[image: External link] – Plumb[image: External link]


	
Richard Hawley[image: External link] – Standing at the Sky's Edge[image: External link]


	
Michael Kiwanuka[image: External link] – Home Again[image: External link]


	
Lianne La Havas[image: External link] – Is Your Love Big Enough?[image: External link]


	
Sam Lee[image: External link] – Ground of its Own[image: External link]


	
The Maccabees[image: External link] – Given to the Wild[image: External link]


	
Plan B[image: External link] – ill Manors[image: External link]


	
Roller Trio[image: External link] – Roller Trio[image: External link]


	
Jessie Ware[image: External link] – Devotion[image: External link]
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	2013
	James Blake[image: External link] – Overgrown[image: External link]
	

	Arctic Monkeys[image: External link] – AM[image: External link]

	
David Bowie – The Next Day[image: External link]


	
Disclosure[image: External link] – Settle[image: External link]


	
Foals[image: External link] – Holy Fire[image: External link]


	
Jake Bugg[image: External link] – Jake Bugg[image: External link]


	
Jon Hopkins[image: External link] – Immunity[image: External link]


	
Laura Marling[image: External link] – Once I Was an Eagle[image: External link]


	
Laura Mvula[image: External link] – Sing to the Moon[image: External link]


	
Rudimental[image: External link] – Home[image: External link]


	
Savages[image: External link] – Silence Yourself[image: External link]


	
Villagers[image: External link] – {Awayland}[image: External link]
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	2014
	Young Fathers[image: External link] – Dead[image: External link]
	

	Anna Calvi[image: External link] – One Breath[image: External link]

	
Bombay Bicycle Club[image: External link] – So Long, See You Tomorrow[image: External link]


	
Damon Albarn[image: External link] – Everyday Robots[image: External link]


	
East India Youth[image: External link] – Total Strife Forever[image: External link]


	
FKA twigs[image: External link] – LP1[image: External link]


	
GoGo Penguin[image: External link] – V2.0[image: External link]


	
Jungle[image: External link] – Jungle[image: External link]


	
Kate Tempest[image: External link] – Everybody Down[image: External link]


	
Nick Mulvey[image: External link] – First Mind[image: External link]


	
Polar Bear[image: External link] – In Each and Every One[image: External link]


	
Royal Blood[image: External link] – Royal Blood[image: External link]
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	2015
	Benjamin Clementine[image: External link] – At Least for Now[image: External link]
	

	Aphex Twin[image: External link] – Syro[image: External link]

	
Gaz Coombes[image: External link] – Matador[image: External link]


	
C Duncan[image: External link] – Architect


	
Eska[image: External link] – Eska[image: External link]


	
Florence and the Machine[image: External link] – How Big, How Blue, How Beautiful[image: External link]


	
Ghostpoet[image: External link] – Shedding Skin[image: External link]


	
Róisín Murphy[image: External link] – Hairless Toys[image: External link]


	
Slaves[image: External link] – Are You Satisfied?[image: External link]


	
SOAK[image: External link] – Before We Forgot How to Dream[image: External link]


	
Wolf Alice[image: External link] – My Love Is Cool[image: External link]


	
Jamie xx[image: External link] – In Colour[image: External link]
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	2016
	Skepta[image: External link] – Konnichiwa[image: External link]
	

	Anohni[image: External link] – Hopelessness[image: External link]

	
Bat for Lashes[image: External link] – The Bride[image: External link]


	
David Bowie – Blackstar


	
Jamie Woon[image: External link] – Making Time[image: External link]


	
Kano[image: External link] – Made in the Manor[image: External link]


	
Laura Mvula[image: External link] – The Dreaming Room[image: External link]


	
Michael Kiwanuka[image: External link] – Love & Hate[image: External link]


	
Radiohead[image: External link] – A Moon Shaped Pool[image: External link]


	
Savages[image: External link] – Adore Life[image: External link]


	
The 1975[image: External link] – I Like It When You Sleep, for You Are So Beautiful yet So Unaware of It[image: External link]


	
The Comet Is Coming[image: External link] – Channel the Spirits[image: External link]
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Polar Music Prize[image: External link] (Global but based in Sweden)

	
Scottish Album of the Year Award[image: External link] (Scotland)

	
Welsh Music Prize[image: External link] (Wales)

	
Choice Music Prize[image: External link] (Ireland)

	
Polaris Music Prize[image: External link] (Canada)

	
Prix Constantin[image: External link] (France)

	
Shortlist Music Prize[image: External link] (United States)

	
Australian Music Prize[image: External link] (Australia)

	
Nordic Music Prize[image: External link] (Nordic countries)

	
Premio Ruido[image: External link] (Spain)
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Urban Music Awards






The Urban Music Awards (UMA) is a hip-hop[image: External link], R&B[image: External link], dance[image: External link] and soul music awards ceremony[image: External link] launched by Jordan Kensington[image: External link] in 2003 and now held in six countries annually[1] by Invincible Media Group.

The US version of the award ceremony, the Urban Music Awards USA, was launched on 7 July 2007 at Hammerstein Ballroom[image: External link], hosted by Foxy Brown[image: External link] and Spragga Benz[image: External link], with award winners including Adele, Danity Kane[image: External link], Jay Z[image: External link], Grandmaster Flash[image: External link], Sean Paul[image: External link], Beyoncé, Bobby V[image: External link], Enrique Iglesias[image: External link], Rihanna, Lupe Fiasco[image: External link], Mary Mary[image: External link], Amy Winehouse, Leona Lewis Chip[image: External link] and more.
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The Urban Music Awards recognise the achievement of urban-based artists, producers, club nights, DJs, radio stations, record labels and artist from the current R&B, hip hop[image: External link], neo soul[image: External link], jazz[image: External link], and dance music scene. The awards ceremony is held annually by Invincible Media Group. The UMAs are now held in six countries.

The winners are selected by a public vote.
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Main article: 2009 Urban Music Awards[image: External link]


The 2009 Urban Music Awards[image: External link] were held on 17 July 2009 at the Hammerstein Ballroom in New York City[image: External link] and returning to London[image: External link] on 1 November for the UK version of the show.[2][3][4][5][6][7][8][9][10] The 2009 return was covered by major international press, including OK! Magazine[image: External link], the Daily Express[image: External link], and the Insider[image: External link].[11][12][13] 2009 also saw the launch of the Best Asian Act category to celebrate artists and musicians of Asian[image: External link] origin, which was widely covered within the Asian media worldwide.[11][14][15][16][17][18][19]

And the winners were...



	Categories
	Winners



	Artist of the year
	Akon[image: External link]



	Best Album
	
Kanye West, 808’s Heartbreak




	Best Gospel Act
	Kirk Franklin[image: External link]



	Best International Latino Act
	Enrique Iglesias[image: External link]



	Best Music Video
	
Rihanna, "Rehab"



	Best R&B Act
	Bobby V[image: External link]



	Best DJ 2009
	Funkmaster Flex[image: External link]



	Best Radio Station
	Hot 97[image: External link]



	Bet TV show
	Harlem Heights[image: External link]



	Best HipHop Act
	Jay Z[image: External link]



	Best Magazine
	HipHop Weekly



	Best Male Act
	Bobby V[image: External link]



	Best Collaboration
	
Ron Browz[image: External link] ft. Jim Jones[image: External link] & Juelz Santana[image: External link], "Pop Champagne"



	Best Female Act
	Rihanna



	Best International Reggae Act
	Mavado[image: External link]



	Best Producer
	Swizz Beatz[image: External link]



	Best Single
	
Kid Cudi[image: External link], "Day & Night"



	UMA Living Legend Award
	KRS-One[image: External link]



	Lifetime Achievement Award
	Grandmaster Flash[image: External link]
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The awards took place in Hammersmith Palais[image: External link]. [20]



	Catégories
	Winners



	Best Hard Dance Artist/Producer
	Kevin Energy



	Best Hard Dance DJ
	Alex Somers[image: External link]



	Best House Act/DJ
	Carl Cox[image: External link]



	Best Garage Act Sposored by PureGarage.com
	Heartless Crew[image: External link]



	Best Drum & Bass Act/DJ
	Uncut[image: External link]



	Best Underground Producer
	Sticky



	Best Reggae Act X
	



	Best Breakthrough-Most Inspiring Act Sponsored by Invincible Magazine
	Dizzy Rascal[image: External link]



	Best Independent Record Label Sponsored by Invincible Magazine
	Soul 2 Soul Recording



	Best HipHop Act Sponsored by HipHop Connection
	Blak Twang[image: External link]



	Best Club/Radio DJ Sponsored by UKPCDJ.COM x
	



	Best Club Night Sponsored by RedBull
	Smoove



	Best Underground Breakthrough DJ Sposored by Diffusion PR
	Misstress Barbara[image: External link]



	Best Nu-Soul Act Sponsored by Soul Trade
	Terri Walker[image: External link]



	Best Crossiver Chart Act Sponsored by Mecca USA
	Jaimeson[image: External link]



	Best Radio Station
	Flava FM



	Best Underground DJ
	DJ Jollie



	Best Compilation
	The Mixologists



	Best Unsigned Act Sponsored by Xtreme Talent
	Transformerz
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 2004




The awards took place at the Barbican[image: External link].



	Categories
	Winners



	Best Hip Hop Act
	Klashnekoff[image: External link]



	Best Crossover Chart Act
	Lemar[image: External link]



	



	Best Nu-Soul Act
	Rhian Benson[image: External link]



	Best Album
	TY, Upwards




	Most Inspiring Act 2004
	Estelle[image: External link]



	Best Garage Act
	Wiley[image: External link]



	Best Newcomer
	Kano[image: External link]



	Best UK Radio DJ
	Ras Kwame[image: External link]



	Best Jazz Act
	Soweto Kinch[image: External link]



	Best Club Night
	The Jump Off



	Best Underground Producer
	Jon E Cash



	Best Drum & Bass Act DJ
	
Dillinja[image: External link] & Lemon D



	Best R&B Act
	Gemma Fox[image: External link]



	Best Gospel Act
	Raymond&Co



	Best Underground DJ
	The Mixologist



	Best Underground Radio Station
	Bassline FM



	Best Independent Record Label
	jetstar



	Best Compilation
	Split Mics



	Best Music Video
	Lethal Bizzle[image: External link]



	Best Hard Dance DJ
	Hixxy



	Best Hous DJ
	Louie Vega



	Best Street Dancer
	Nexus Boys



	Best Unsigned Act 2004
	Lee Henry[image: External link]



	Outstanding Achievement Award
	Beverley Knight[image: External link]
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 2005




The venue was Wembley Arena[image: External link]



	Categories
	Winners



	Best Website 2005
	www.promotioncity.co.uk



	Best Entrepreneur
	Marcus Miller[image: External link]



	Best Magazine
	Touch Magazine



	Best UK Reggae Act/DJ
	Maxi Priest[image: External link]



	Best HipHop Act 2005
	Skinny Man, “I’ll be surprised”



	Best Crossover Chart Act
	
Raghav[image: External link] “Angel Eyes”



	Best Neo-Soul Act
	Terri Walker[image: External link]



	Best Album
	
Roll Deep[image: External link], In At the Deep End




	Most Inspiring Act 2005 in association with invinciblemag.com
	Tubby T, “Ready She Ready”



	Best Newcomer 2005
	
Sway Dasafo[image: External link], “Flo Fashion”



	Best Garage Act
	
Lethal B[image: External link], “Against All Odd’s”



	Best UK Radio DJ
	Ras Kwame[image: External link]



	Best Jazz Act
	Courtney Pine[image: External link]



	Best Club Night
	MTV Base Lounge



	Bet Underground Producer
	Dexplicit



	Best Drum & Bass Act/DJ
	Roni Size[image: External link]



	Best R&B Act
	
Jamelia[image: External link], “Thank you”



	Best Gospel Act
	Raymond & Co



	Best Underground DJ
	Smasherelly



	Best Community Radio Station
	Xtreme fm



	Best Independent Label
	BBE Recordings



	Best Compilation
	Union Black



	Best Music Video
	Fusion & guests “Greatest Show”
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The awards took place in the Grand Connaught Rooms.



	Categories
	Winners



	Best Neo Soul
	Omar[image: External link]



	Best Newcomer
	Soundbwoy[image: External link]



	Best Magazine
	RWD[image: External link]



	Best Hard Dane Act/DJ
	Doc Savage



	Best House DJ
	Paul Jackson



	Best TV Show
	Chancers



	Best Album
	Lily Allen



	Best UK Radio DJ
	Semtex[image: External link]



	Best R&B Act
	Fun*Damental[image: External link]



	Best UK Reggae Act
	YT



	Best Underground DJ
	Daz[image: External link]



	Best Independent Label
	Relentless[image: External link]



	Best Underground Producer
	Baby J



	Best Website
	Ukmusic.com



	Most Inspiring Act
	Fun*Damental[image: External link]



	Best Radio Station
	Choice FM



	Best Club Night
	Get Down@ Bar Rumba



	Best Crossover Chart Act
	
Supafly[image: External link] Inc



	Best Jazz Act
	Soweto Kinch[image: External link]



	Best Drum & Bass DJ
	DJ Hype



	Best Entrepreneur
	Uproar PR



	Best Garage Act
	Doctor



	Best Gospel Act
	Four Kornerz



	Best HipHop Act
	Akala[image: External link]



	Best Music Video
	
Nathan[image: External link], “Cold as Ice”



	Outstanding Achievement Award 2006
	Omar[image: External link]



	Lifetime Achievement Award 2006
	Jazzie B[image: External link]
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The awards took place in the Grand Connaught Rooms.



	Categories
	Winners



	Best Reggae Act
	Sean Paul[image: External link]



	Best Underground DJ
	Cameo



	Best Radio Station
	Choice FM



	Best Jazz Act
	Courtney Pine[image: External link]



	Best Club Night
	Twice as Nice



	Best Neo Soul Act
	Nate James[image: External link]



	Best Garage Act
	N-Dubz[image: External link]



	Best Drum & Bass DJ/Act
	Shy FX[image: External link]



	Best Gospel Act
	Raymond & Co



	Best Independent Record Label
	Big Dadda Recordings



	Best UK Radio DJ
	DJ 279 (Choice FM)



	Best Album 2007
	
Lemar[image: External link], Truth about Love




	Best TV Show 2007
	
Popworld[image: External link] (T4/Channel 4[image: External link])



	Best Newcomer 2007
	Mr. Midas



	Best R&B Act 2007
	Nathan[image: External link]



	Best HipHop Act 2007
	Wiley[image: External link]



	Best Magazine
	Young Voices



	Most inspiring Act 2007
	Dizzee Rascal[image: External link]



	Best Website 2007
	Myspace.com



	Best Crossover Chart Act
	Just Jack[image: External link]



	Best Producer
	Davinche[image: External link]



	Best Music Video
	
Natalie Williams[image: External link], "This Girl"



	Best Entrepreneur 2007
	
Tim Campbell[image: External link] ( BBC1[image: External link], The Apprentice[image: External link])
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Venue: 02 Arena



	Categories
	Winners



	Best Album 2008
	
Leona Lewis, Spirit




	Best Collaboration
	
Estelle[image: External link] ft. Kanye West, "American Boy"



	Best Crossover Chart Act
	Booty Luv[image: External link]



	Best Dance Act
	Wideboys[image: External link]



	Best DJ
	Mister Jam



	Best Entrepreneur
	Lethal Bizzle[image: External link]



	Best Gospel Act
	29th Chapter



	Best Group
	Roll Deep[image: External link]



	Best HipHop Act
	Sway



	Best Independent Label
	Boy Better Know[image: External link]



	Best Jazz Act
	Adele



	Best Neo Soul Act
	Amy Winehouse



	Best Newcomer
	Chipmunk[image: External link]



	Best Magazine
	Young Voices



	Best Music Video
	
Tinchy Stryder[image: External link] ‘Stryderman’



	Best Producer
	Fraser T Smith[image: External link]



	Best R&B
	Leona Lewis



	Best Radio Station
	Choice FM



	Best TV Show/Film
	Nokia Green Room[image: External link]



	Best UK Radio DJ
	Rickie and Melvin



	Best Website
	Myspace.com/thehookup



	Most Inspiring Act 2008
	Bashy[image: External link]



	Lifetime Achievement Award 2008
	Mica Paris[image: External link]



	Outstanding Achievement Award 2008
	DJ Luck & MC Neat



	Lifetime Achievement Award
	Finley Quaye[image: External link]
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Location: Wembley Arena



	Categories
	Winners



	Best Album 2009
	
N-Dubz[image: External link] ‘Uncle B’



	Best Dance Act 2009 (UK & France)
	Calvin Harris[image: External link]



	Best DJ (UK & France)
	Swerve (Kiss)



	Best Group (UK & France)
	JLS[image: External link]



	Best TV Station
	Flava TV[image: External link]



	Best Collaboration
	
Jay Sean[image: External link] ft. Lil Wayne[image: External link], "Down"



	Best Hip Hop Act
	Sway



	Best Music Video
	K.I.G, "Head, Shoulders, Knees & Toes"



	Best Radio Station
	Kiss



	Best UK Asian Act
	R.D.B



	Best Entrepreneur Category
	Levi Roots[image: External link]



	Best Newcomer
	Egypt



	Best R&B Act
	Brick & Lace[image: External link]



	Most Inspiring Act 2009
	Brick & Lace[image: External link]



	Best Jazz Act
	YolanDa Brown[image: External link]



	Best Gospel Act
	Guvna B[image: External link]



	Best Producer
	Blessed Beats



	Best Radio Show
	James Merritt[image: External link]
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Location: Grand Connaught



	Categories
	Winners



	Best Album 2010
	
N-Dubz[image: External link], Against all Odds




	Best Collaboration
	
Tinie Tempah[image: External link] ft. Labyrinth, "Pass Out"



	Best Dance Act (Europe)
	Cascada[image: External link]



	Best DJ 2010
	Shortee Blitz & DJ MK



	Best Gospel Act 2010
	London Community Gospel[image: External link]



	Best Group 2010
	JLS[image: External link]



	Best European Act
	Tal[image: External link]



	Best International Act
	Iyaz[image: External link]



	Best Newcomer
	Tinie Tempah[image: External link]



	Best HipHop Act
	Tinie Tempah[image: External link]



	Best R&B Act
	JLS[image: External link]



	Best Music Video
	Mclean, "My Name"



	Best Street Dance Group 2010
	Diversity[image: External link]



	Best Asian Act 2010
	Jay Sean[image: External link]



	Best TV Station 2010
	4 Music



	Best Radio Station
	Choice FM



	Best Radio Show
	DJ Swerve



	Best Producer
	David Guetta[image: External link]



	Outstanding Achievement Award
	Damage



	Lifetime Achievement Award
	Sade
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Location: Porchester [21] [22]



	Categories
	Winners



	Best Collaboration
	
Chipmunk[image: External link] ft. Chris Brown[image: External link], "Champion"



	Best Male Artist
	Ed Sheeran[image: External link]



	Best Female Artist
	
Jessie J (Island/Lava)



	International Artist of the Year
	Chris Brown[image: External link]



	Best Album
	
Beverley Knight[image: External link], Soul UK




	Best HipHop
	Wretch 32[image: External link]



	Best Single
	
Wretch 32[image: External link] ft Example[image: External link], “Unorthodox”



	Best Music Video
	
Wretch 32[image: External link] ft Example[image: External link], “Unorthodox”



	Artist of the Year
	Wretch 32[image: External link]



	Best Newcomer
	Emeli Sandé



	Best DJ 2011
	Nikki



	Best Dance Act
	DJ Fresh ft Sian Evans[image: External link], “Louder”



	Best Radio Station
	Kiss



	Best Radio Show
	Twin B (1Xtra)



	Best Producer
	Benny Benassi



	Best R&B Act
	Emeli Sandé
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Location: Grand Connaught [23]



	Categories
	Winners



	Best Newcomer
	Sneakbo[image: External link]



	Best Hip Hop Act
	Sway



	Best Female Act
	Lady Leshurr[image: External link]



	Best MusicVideo
	
Rudimental[image: External link], "Feel the Love"



	Best Grime Act
	Big Narstie[image: External link]



	Best Gospel Act
	
London Community Gospel Choir[image: External link][24]




	Best Radio Show
	Charlie Sloth[image: External link]



	Best African/Afro beats
	Fuse ODG[image: External link]



	Best R&B Act
	Lemar[image: External link]



	Best Single
	
Azealia Banks[image: External link] ft. Lazy Jay, "212"



	Artist of the year
	Rita Ora[image: External link]



	Best Male Artist
	Maverick Sabre[image: External link]



	Best Group
	Clement Marfo & The Frontline[image: External link]



	Best Collaboration
	
Devlin[image: External link] ft. Ed Sheeran[image: External link], "Watchtower"



	Best Producer
	Pavilion



	Best International Artist
	Chris Brown[image: External link]



	Best DJ
	Shortee Blitz



	Best Album 2012
	
Rihanna, Talk that Talk




	Best Reggae Act
	Mavado[image: External link]



	Best Electronic/ Dance Act
	DJ Act



	Lifetime Achievement Award
	Norman Jay M.B.E[image: External link]
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Location: Grand Connaught[25] [26]



	Categories
	Winners



	Best International Act
	Bruno Mars



	Best Album
	
Naughty Boy[image: External link], Hotel Cabana




	Best Radio Station
	Kiss FM



	Best R&B Act
	Mike Hough



	Best Reggae Act
	Sean Paul[image: External link]



	Best Radio Show
	
Charlie Sloth[image: External link][27]




	Best Newcomer
	
Jahmene Douglas[image: External link][28]




	Best Single 2013
	Fuse ODG[image: External link]



	Best Female Act
	
Laura Mvula[image: External link][29]




	Best Mal Artist
	Ghetts[image: External link]



	Best Hiphop Act
	Krept & Konan[image: External link]



	Best Electronic Dance Act
	Avicci



	Best Group
	Krept & Konan[image: External link]



	Best African/ Afrobeats Act
	Atumpan[image: External link]



	Best Gospel Act
	Guvna B[image: External link]



	Best Music Video
	
Fuse ODG[image: External link] ft. Wyclef[image: External link], "Antenna"



	Best Grime Act
	Big Narstie[image: External link]



	Best Collaboration
	
Fuse ODG[image: External link] ft. Wyclef[image: External link]




	Best DJ
	Shortee Blitz



	Best Producer
	Diplo[image: External link]
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Winners for the Urban Music Awards 2014 included:


	Best Female Act 2014 : Neon Jungle

	Best Group 2014 : Neon Jungle

	Best Newcomer 2014 : Stephanie McCourt

	Best Single 2014 : Nico & Vinz "Am I Wrong"

	Best Crossover Pop Act 2014 : Nico & Vinz

	Best Male Artist 2014  : Ghetts

	Best R&B/Soul Act : Debra Debs

	Best Hip Hop Act 2014 : Giggs

	Best Radio Show 2014  : Kojo & Jade (Capital Xtra in the Morning)

	Best Collaboration 2014 : Brookes Brothers ft. Chrom 3 "Carry Me On"

	Best Grime Act 2014 : Big Narstie

	Best Producer 2014 : Splurge Boys

	Best International Artist 2014 : Pharrell Williams

	Best DJ 2014  : Shortee Blitz

	Best Album 2014 : Ghetts Rebel with a Cause


	Best African/Afro Beats Act 2014 : Mista Silva

	Best Gospel Act 2014 : ACM Gospel Choir

	Best Reggae Act 2014 : Stylo G

	Best Electronic/ Dance Act 2014 : Clean Bandit

	Best Music Video 2014 : Nico & Vinz "Am I Wrong"

	Best Music Channel 2014 : Channel AKA

	Best Clothing Brand 2014 : Money Clothing

	Best Music PR Company 2014 : Impressive PR

	Best Radio Station 2014 : Kiss
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In 2015 the UMA events returned in London. Over 770,000 votes were received online. The show was hosted by founder, Jordan Kensington and singer/songwriter, Kiera Weathers . The awards included performances from Big Narstie, Kid Army, Kym Mazell, Rough Copy, Kelvin Jones, Chos3n and Young Kings. The UMA official house band, the Dominos provided the backdrop to music performed on stage by Macklemoore and a collaboration of "Ready or Not" by Fugees featuring the hosts. Lady Leshurr won record three awards for UMA Best Music Video 2015, Best Female Act 2015, and Best HipHop Act 2015.[30]

The winners of the 13th annual Urban Music Awards


	Best Newcomer 2015: Kelvin Jones

	Best Music Video 2015 : Lady Leshurr ‘Queen Speech 4’

	Best Female Act 2015 : Lady Leshurr

	Best Male Act 2015  : Stormzy

	Best Single 2015 : Wstrn ‘In2’

	Best Grime Act 2015 : Big Narstie

	Best R&B / Soul Act 2015  : Shakka

	Best HipHop Act 2015: Lady Leshurr

	Best African Act 2015 : Moe Logo

	Best Reggae Act 2015 : Stylo G

	Best Jazz Act 2015: Zara McFarlane

	Best Gospel Act 2015: Chos3n[image: External link]


	Best Group 2015  : Rudimental

	Best Radio Show 2015 : Neev ‘Kisstory’ (Kiss)

	Best Collaboration 2015: Shakka feat. JME ‘Say Nada’

	Best Producer 2015: Diztortion

	Best International Artist 2015: Drake

	Best DJ 2015: Shortee Blitz

	Best Music Channel 2015: Channel AKA

	Best Clothing Brand 2015 : Dench

	Best Music PR Company 2015: Ditto Music

	Best Radio Station: Colourful Radio
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Q Awards






The Q Awards are the UK's annual music awards run by the music magazine Q[image: External link]. Since they began in 1990, the Q Awards have become one of Britain's biggest and best publicised music awards. Locations for the awards ceremony include Abbey Road Studios and, more recently, The Park Lane Ballroom.

One of the more notable events of the awards was the ceremony of 2004, at which Elton John accused Madonna of cheating fans by miming[image: External link] on stage, after she had been nominated for a Best Live Act award.[1] The 2001 event, was somewhat notoriously notable for Phil Jupitus[image: External link] stretching out the time it took to announce the "Best Producer" award, with him exclaiming "Best Producer?.... 'Would you like a cowbell in that?'", before being told off camera to get on with announcing the winner.

The Q Awards have included many awards recognising a lifetime of achievement, rather than achievements over the year in question. In recent years, the 'lifetime' awards have usually outnumbered the 'current' awards.
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The winners of 2016's Q Awards are:[2]



	Awards
	Winner(s)
	Nominee(s)



	Best Act in the World Today
	Muse
	

Nominees 



	Biffy Clyro[image: External link]

	Coldplay

	The 1975[image: External link]

	U2











	Best Live Act
	U2
	

Nominees 



	Coldplay

	Muse

	Savages[image: External link]

	Wolf Alice[image: External link]











	Best Breakthrough Act
	Jack Garratt[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Blossoms[image: External link]

	Christine and the Queens[image: External link]

	Gallant[image: External link]

	Lady Leshurr[image: External link]

	Let's Eat Grandma[image: External link]

	Nothing but Thieves[image: External link]

	Rat Boy[image: External link]

	Spring King[image: External link]

	The Amazons











	Best Solo Artist
	James Bay[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Michael Kiwanuka[image: External link]

	Noel Gallagher[image: External link]

	PJ Harvey[image: External link]

	Skepta[image: External link]











	
	
	

List of 2016 Q Awards Honoree 



	Q Hero: Meat Loaf


	Q Classic Album: The Charlatans[image: External link] — Tellin' Stories[image: External link]


	Q Classic Songwriter: Ray Davies[image: External link]


	Q Innovation in Sound: M.I.A.[image: External link]


	Q Gibson Les Paul Award: The Edge[image: External link]


	Q Outstanding Contribution to Music: Blondie[image: External link]


	Q Hall of Fame: Madness[image: External link]












	Best Track
	
Bastille[image: External link] — "Good Grief[image: External link]"
	

Nominees 



	
Biffy Clyro[image: External link] — "Howl"

	
Catfish and the Bottlemen[image: External link] — "Twice"

	
Skepta[image: External link] — " Man[image: External link]"

	
The 1975[image: External link] — "Somebody Else"











	Best Video
	
PJ Harvey[image: External link] — "The Community of Hope[image: External link]"
	

Nominees 



	
Beyoncé — " Formation[image: External link]"

	
Coldplay — "Up & Up[image: External link]"

	
The 1975[image: External link] — "A Change of Heart"

	
Wolf Alice[image: External link] — "Lisbon"











	Best Album
	
The 1975[image: External link] — I Like It When You Sleep, for You Are So Beautiful yet So Unaware of It[image: External link]

	

Nominees 



	
Bastille[image: External link] — Wild World[image: External link]


	
Christine and the Queens[image: External link] — Chaleur Humaine[image: External link]


	
Coldplay — A Head Full of Dreams[image: External link]


	
David Bowie — Blackstar
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The winners of 2015's Q Awards are:[3]



	Awards
	Winner(s)
	Nominee(s)



	Best Act in the World Today
	Foals[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Blur[image: External link]

	Ed Sheeran[image: External link]

	Muse

	Noel Gallagher's High Flying Birds[image: External link]











	Best Live Act
	Royal Blood[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Catfish and the Bottlemen[image: External link]

	Ed Sheeran[image: External link]

	The Libertines[image: External link]

	Mumford & Sons[image: External link]











	Best New Act
	James Bay[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	The Bohicas[image: External link]

	Circa Waves[image: External link]

	Courtney Barnett[image: External link]

	Jess Glynne[image: External link]

	Slaves[image: External link]

	SOAK[image: External link]

	Songhoy Blues[image: External link]

	Wolf Alice[image: External link]

	Years & Years[image: External link]











	Best Solo Artist
	Ed Sheeran[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Kanye West

	Noel Gallagher[image: External link]

	Sam Smith

	Taylor Swift











	
	
	

List of 2015 Q Awards Honoree 



	Q Hero: Mark Ronson


	Q Classic Song: Queen[image: External link] — "Bohemian Rhapsody[image: External link]"

	Q Classic Album: Soul II Soul[image: External link] — Club Classics Vol. One[image: External link]


	Q Innovation in Sound: Gary Numan[image: External link]


	Q Gibson Les Paul Award: Tony Iommi[image: External link]


	Q Outstanding Contribution To Music: New Order[image: External link]


	Q Icon: Duran Duran












	Best Track
	
The Libertines[image: External link] — "Gunga Din"
	

Nominees 



	
Florence and the Machine[image: External link] — "What Kind of Man[image: External link]"

	
Foals[image: External link] — "What Went Down"

	
Mark Ronson — "Uptown Funk"

	
New Order[image: External link] — " Restless[image: External link]"











	Best Video
	
Florence and the Machine[image: External link] — "Ship to Wreck[image: External link]"
	

Nominees 



	
Foals[image: External link] — "What Went Down"

	
Miguel[image: External link] — " Coffee[image: External link]"

	
Muse — " Psycho[image: External link]"

	
The Weeknd[image: External link] — "Can't Feel My Face[image: External link]"











	Best Album
	
Noel Gallagher's High Flying Birds[image: External link] — Chasing Yesterday[image: External link]

	

Nominees 



	
Blur[image: External link] — The Magic Whip[image: External link]


	
Everything Everything[image: External link] — Get to Heaven[image: External link]


	
Florence and the Machine[image: External link] – How Big, How Blue, How Beautiful[image: External link]


	
Jamie xx[image: External link] – In Colour[image: External link]
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 2014




The winners of 2014's Q Awards are:[4]



	Awards
	Winner(s)
	Nominee(s)



	Best Act in the World Today
	Kasabian[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Arcade Fire

	Arctic Monkeys[image: External link]

	Kate Bush[image: External link]

	Pharrell Williams











	Best Live Act
	Kasabian[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Arcade Fire

	Arctic Monkeys[image: External link]

	Jack White

	Kate Bush[image: External link]











	Best New Act
	Sam Smith
	

Nominees 



	Ella Eyre[image: External link]

	Fat White Family[image: External link]

	FKA twigs[image: External link]

	George Ezra[image: External link]

	Hozier[image: External link]

	London Grammar[image: External link]

	Royal Blood[image: External link]

	Temples[image: External link]

	The 1975[image: External link]











	Best Solo Artist
	Ed Sheeran[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Damon Albarn[image: External link]

	Jake Bugg[image: External link]

	Paolo Nutini[image: External link]

	St. Vincent[image: External link]











	
	
	

List of 2014 Q Awards Honoree 



	Q Classic Album: Pink Floyd — The Dark Side of the Moon[image: External link]


	Q Maverick: St. Vincent[image: External link]


	Q Classic Songwriter: Andy Partridge[image: External link]


	Q Gibson Les Paul Award: Johnny Marr[image: External link]


	Q Innovation In Sound: Jean Michel Jarre[image: External link]


	Q Inspiration: Simple Minds[image: External link]


	Q Hero: The Charlatans[image: External link]


	Q Icon: Wilko Johnson[image: External link]


	Q Idol: Culture Club


	Q Outstanding Contribution To Music: Richard Russell[image: External link]












	Best Track
	
Paolo Nutini[image: External link] — "Iron Sky[image: External link]"
	

Nominees 



	
Kaiser Chiefs[image: External link] — "Coming Home[image: External link]"

	
Kasabian[image: External link] — " Eez-eh[image: External link]"

	
Lorde — "Royals"

	
Sam Smith — "Stay with Me"











	Best Video
	
Jamie xx[image: External link] — "Sleep Sound"
	

Nominees 



	
Arctic Monkeys[image: External link] — " Arabella[image: External link]"

	
Coldplay — " Magic[image: External link]"

	
Elbow[image: External link] — "New York Morning"

	
Paloma Faith[image: External link] — "Only Love Can Hurt Like This[image: External link]"











	Best Album
	
Elbow[image: External link] — The Take Off and Landing of Everything[image: External link]

	

Nominees 



	
The Black Keys[image: External link] — Turn Blue[image: External link]


	
Damon Albarn[image: External link] — Everyday Robots[image: External link]


	
Kasabian[image: External link] — 48:13[image: External link]


	
Manic Street Preachers[image: External link] — Futurology[image: External link]
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 2013




The winners of 2013's Q Awards are:[5]



	Awards
	Winner(s)
	Nominee(s)



	Best Act in the World Today
	Vampire Weekend[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Arctic Monkeys[image: External link]

	Biffy Clyro[image: External link]

	David Bowie

	Foals[image: External link]











	Best Live Act
	Foals[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Arctic Monkeys[image: External link]

	Mumford & Sons[image: External link]

	Muse

	The Stone Roses[image: External link]











	Best New Act
	Jake Bugg[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Disclosure[image: External link]

	Jagwar Ma[image: External link]

	Laura Mvula[image: External link]

	Palma Violets[image: External link]

	Tom Odell[image: External link]

	Toy[image: External link]

	Valerie June[image: External link]











	Best Solo Artist
	Ellie Goulding[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	David Bowie

	Jake Bugg[image: External link]

	John Grant[image: External link]

	Laura Marling[image: External link]











	Q Best Event
	Glastonbury Festival[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	
David Bowie at the Victoria and Albert Museum[image: External link]


	
The Killers[image: External link] at the Wembley Stadium[image: External link] & The Garage, London[image: External link]

Battle Born World Tour[image: External link]


	
Kraftwerk[image: External link] at the Tate Modern[image: External link]


	Latitude Festival[image: External link]

	
The Rolling Stones[image: External link] at the Hyde Park, London[image: External link]

50 & Counting[image: External link]












	
	
	

List of 2013 Q Awards Honoree 



	Q Classic Album: Happy Mondays[image: External link] — Bummed[image: External link]


	Q Classic Songwriter: Chrissie Hynde[image: External link]


	Q Spirit of Independence: Belle and Sebastian[image: External link]


	Q Poet Laureate: John Cooper Clarke[image: External link]


	Q Icon: Suede[image: External link]


	Q Idol: Robbie Williams[image: External link]


	Q Outstanding Contribution To Music: Pet Shop Boys[image: External link]












	Best Track
	
Arctic Monkeys[image: External link] — "Do I Wanna Know?[image: External link]"
	

Nominees 



	
Daft Punk — "Get Lucky"

	
David Bowie — "Where Are We Now?[image: External link]"

	
Ellie Goulding[image: External link] — " Burn[image: External link]"

	
Robin Thicke — "Blurred Lines"











	Best Video
	
Manic Street Preachers[image: External link] — "Show Me the Wonder[image: External link]"
	

Nominees 



	
Beady Eye[image: External link] — "Shine a Light"

	
Daft Punk — "Get Lucky"

	
David Bowie — "The Stars (Are Out Tonight)[image: External link]"

	
Vampire Weekend[image: External link] — "Diane Young[image: External link]"











	Best Album
	
Biffy Clyro[image: External link] — Opposites[image: External link]

	

Nominees 



	
Daft Punk — Random Access Memories


	
David Bowie — The Next Day[image: External link]


	
Foals[image: External link] — Holy Fire[image: External link]


	
Vampire Weekend[image: External link] — Modern Vampires of the City[image: External link]
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 2012




The winners of 2012's Q Awards are:[6]



	Awards
	Winner(s)
	Nominee(s)



	Best Act in the World Today
	Muse
	

Nominees 



	Blur[image: External link]

	Coldplay

	Lady Gaga

	The Stone Roses[image: External link]











	Best Live Act
	Blur[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Bruce Springsteen

	The Cribs[image: External link]

	Radiohead[image: External link]

	The Stone Roses[image: External link]











	Best New Act
	Django Django[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Alabama Shakes

	alt-J[image: External link]

	Frank Ocean

	Lianne La Havas[image: External link]











	Best Solo Artist
	Emeli Sandé
	

Nominees 



	Adele

	Dizzee Rascal[image: External link]

	Florence Welch[image: External link]

	Noel Gallagher[image: External link]











	
	
	

List of 2012 Q Awards Honoree 



	Q Classic Song: Dionne Warwick[image: External link] — "Walk On By[image: External link]"

	Q Classic Album: Manic Street Preachers[image: External link] — Generation Terrorists[image: External link]


	Q Spirit of Independence: The Cribs[image: External link]


	Q Innovation in Sound: Underworld[image: External link]


	Q Inspiration Award: Pulp[image: External link]


	Q Icon Award: Dexys Midnight Runners


	Q Hero: Johnny Marr[image: External link]


	Q Idol: Brandon Flowers[image: External link]












	Best Track
	
Plan B[image: External link] — "Ill Manors[image: External link]"
	

Nominees 



	
Florence and the Machine[image: External link] — "Shake It Out[image: External link]"

	
Fun — "We Are Young"

	
Gotye — "Somebody That I Used to Know"

	
Rizzle Kicks[image: External link] — "Mama Do the Hump[image: External link]"











	Best Video
	
Keane[image: External link] — " Disconnected[image: External link]"
	

Nominees 



	
Arctic Monkeys[image: External link] — "R U Mine?[image: External link]"

	
The Killers[image: External link] — " Runaways[image: External link]"

	
Nicki Minaj[image: External link] — " Starships[image: External link]"

	
Noel Gallagher's High Flying Birds[image: External link] — "Everybody's on the Run[image: External link]"











	Best Album
	
Bobby Womack[image: External link] — The Bravest Man in the Universe[image: External link]

	

Nominees 



	
The Black Keys[image: External link] — El Camino[image: External link]


	
The Maccabees[image: External link] — Given to the Wild[image: External link]


	
Paul Weller[image: External link] — Sonik Kicks[image: External link]


	
Richard Hawley[image: External link] — Standing at the Sky's Edge[image: External link]
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 2011




The winners of 2011's Q Awards are:[7]



	Awards
	Winner(s)
	Nominee(s)



	Best Act in the World Today
	Coldplay
	

Nominees 



	Arcade Fire

	Arctic Monkeys[image: External link]

	Kasabian[image: External link]

	Muse

	U2











	Best Live Act
	Biffy Clyro[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Beyoncé

	Biffy Clyro[image: External link]

	Chase & Status[image: External link]

	Elbow[image: External link]











	Best New Act
	WU LYF[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Everything Everything[image: External link]

	Foster the People[image: External link]

	Nero[image: External link]

	The Vaccines[image: External link]











	Breakthrough Artist
	Ed Sheeran[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	James Blake[image: External link]

	Jessie J

	Katy B[image: External link]

	Miles Kane[image: External link]











	Best Male
	Tinie Tempah[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	CeeLo Green[image: External link]

	Ed Sheeran[image: External link]

	Example[image: External link]

	Wretch 32[image: External link]











	Best Female
	Adele
	

Nominees 



	Beyoncé

	Jessie J

	Laura Marling[image: External link]

	PJ Harvey[image: External link]











	Q's Greatest Act of the Last 25 Years
	U2
	

Nominees 



	Arcade Fire

	Arctic Monkeys[image: External link]

	Beastie Boys[image: External link]

	Björk[image: External link]

	Coldplay

	The Cure

	Damon Albarn[image: External link]

	Eminem

	Green Day[image: External link]

	Jack White

	Jay Z[image: External link]

	Madonna

	Manic Street Preachers[image: External link]

	Metallica[image: External link]

	Muse

	Nirvana[image: External link]

	Oasis[image: External link]

	Paul Weller[image: External link]

	The Prodigy[image: External link]

	Radiohead[image: External link]

	Red Hot Chili Peppers[image: External link]

	R.E.M.[image: External link]

	The Strokes[image: External link]

	The Stone Roses[image: External link]











	
	
	

List of 2011 Q Awards Honoree 



	Q's Next Big Thing: Lana Del Rey


	Q Classic Song: Snow Patrol[image: External link] - "Chasing Cars[image: External link]"

	Q Outstanding Contribution To Music: Siouxsie Sioux[image: External link]


	Q Icon: Noel Gallagher[image: External link]


	Q Innovation in Sound: Kaiser Chiefs[image: External link]


	Q Inspiration: Fat Boy Slim[image: External link]


	Q Hall of Fame Award: Queen[image: External link]


	Q Classic Songwriter: Gary Barlow[image: External link]












	Best Track
	
Adele — "Rolling in the Deep"
	

Nominees 



	
Adele — "Someone like You"

	
Aloe Blacc[image: External link] — "I Need a Dollar[image: External link]"

	
Arctic Monkeys[image: External link] — "Don't Sit Down 'Cause I've Moved Your Chair[image: External link]"

	
Foster the People[image: External link] — "Pumped Up Kicks[image: External link]"











	Best Video
	
Jessie J — "Do It like a Dude[image: External link]"
	

Nominees 



	
Ed Sheeran[image: External link] — "You Need Me, I Don't Need You[image: External link]"

	
Foo Fighters[image: External link] — " Walk[image: External link]"

	
Hurts[image: External link] — "Wonderful Life[image: External link]"

	
Katy Perry[image: External link] — "Last Friday Night (T.G.I.F.)[image: External link]"

	
Lady Gaga — " Judas[image: External link]"











	Best Album
	
Bon Iver — Bon Iver, Bon Iver[image: External link]

	

Nominees 



	
Arctic Monkeys[image: External link] — Suck It and See[image: External link]


	
Elbow[image: External link] — Build a Rocket Boys![image: External link]


	
The Horrors[image: External link] — Skying[image: External link]


	
PJ Harvey[image: External link] — Let England Shake[image: External link]
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 2010




The winners of 2010's Q Awards are:



	Awards
	Winner(s)
	Nominee(s)



	Best Act in the World Today
	Kasabian[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Arcade Fire

	Green Day[image: External link]

	Kings of Leon

	Muse











	Best Live Act
	Green Day[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Kasabian[image: External link]

	Lady Gaga

	Muse

	Pendulum[image: External link]











	Best New Act
	Mumford & Sons[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	The Drums[image: External link]

	Two Door Cinema Club[image: External link]

	Wild Beasts[image: External link]

	The xx[image: External link]











	Breakthrough Artist
	Plan B[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Ellie Goulding[image: External link]

	Laura Marling[image: External link]

	Lissie[image: External link]

	Villagers[image: External link]











	Best Male
	Paolo Nutini[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Brandon Flowers[image: External link]

	Dizzee Rascal[image: External link]

	Paul Weller[image: External link]

	Plan B[image: External link]











	Best Female
	Florence and the Machine[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Corinne Bailey Rae[image: External link]

	Ellie Goulding[image: External link]

	Lady Gaga

	Laura Marling[image: External link]











	
	
	

List of 2010 Q Awards Honoree 



	Q Hall of Fame Award: Take That


	Q Classic Songwriter: Neil Finn[image: External link]


	Q's Next Big Thing: Clare Maguire[image: External link]


	Q Idol: Madness[image: External link]


	Q Hero: The Chemical Brothers[image: External link]


	Q Inspiration: Suede[image: External link]


	Q Innovation in Sound: Mark Ronson


	Q Classic Album: Wings - Band on the Run[image: External link]


	Q Icon: Bryan Ferry[image: External link]












	Best Track
	
Florence and the Machine[image: External link] — "You've Got The Love[image: External link]"
	

Nominees 



	
Biffy Clyro[image: External link] "The Captain[image: External link]"

	
Mumford & Sons[image: External link] — "The Cave[image: External link]"

	
Owl City[image: External link] — " Fireflies[image: External link]"

	
The xx[image: External link] — " VCR[image: External link]"











	Best Video
	
Chase & Status[image: External link] — "End Credits[image: External link]"
	

Nominees 



	
Arcade Fire — "We Used to Wait[image: External link]"

	
Biffy Clyro[image: External link] — "The Captain[image: External link]"

	
Gorillaz[image: External link] — " Stylo[image: External link]"

	
Vampire Weekend[image: External link] — "Giving Up the Gun[image: External link]"











	Best Album
	
The National[image: External link] — High Violet[image: External link]

	

Nominees 



	
Arcade Fire — The Suburbs


	
Gorillaz[image: External link] — Plastic Beach[image: External link]


	
Paul Weller[image: External link] — Wake Up the Nation[image: External link]


	
Plan B[image: External link] — The Defamation of Strickland Banks[image: External link]
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 2009




The winners of 2009's Q Awards are:[8][9]



	Awards
	Winner(s)
	Nominee(s)



	Best Act in the World Today
	Muse
	

Nominees 



	Arctic Monkeys[image: External link]

	Coldplay

	Kings of Leon

	Oasis[image: External link]











	Best Live Act
	Arctic Monkeys[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Blur[image: External link]

	Kasabian[image: External link]

	Oasis[image: External link]

	The Prodigy[image: External link]

	Take That

	U2











	Best New Act
	White Lies[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	The Dead Weather[image: External link]

	Empire of the Sun[image: External link]

	Friendly Fires[image: External link]

	Passion Pit[image: External link]











	Breakthrough Artist
	Mr Hudson[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Florence and the Machine[image: External link]

	La Roux[image: External link]

	Lady Gaga

	Pixie Lott











	
	
	

List of 2009 Q Awards Honoree 



	The Q Icon: Marianne Faithfull[image: External link]


	The Q Idol: Spandau Ballet[image: External link]


	The Q Inspiration Award: The Specials[image: External link]


	Innovation in Sound: Sonic Youth[image: External link]


	Q Classic Album: U2 - The Unforgettable Fire[image: External link]


	Classic Song: Frankie Goes to Hollywood[image: External link] - " Relax[image: External link]"

	Q Legend: Edwyn Collins[image: External link]


	Classic Songwriter: Yusuf Islam[image: External link] (formerly Cat Stevens)

	Outstanding Contribution to Music: Robert Plant[image: External link]












	Best Track
	
Lily Allen — "The Fear[image: External link]"
	

Nominees 



	
Arctic Monkeys[image: External link] — "Crying Lightning[image: External link]"

	
Dizzee Rascal[image: External link] — " Bonkers[image: External link]"

	
Kasabian[image: External link] — " Fire[image: External link]"

	
Muse — " Uprising[image: External link]"

	
Noisettes[image: External link] — "Never Forget You[image: External link]"











	Best Video
	
Lady Gaga — "Just Dance[image: External link]"
	

Nominees 



	
The Dead Weather[image: External link] — "Treat Me Like Your Mother[image: External link]"

	
Dizzee Rascal[image: External link] — " Holiday[image: External link]"

	
Florence and the Machine[image: External link] — "Drumming Song[image: External link]"

	
Mika — "We Are Golden[image: External link]"











	Best Album
	
Kasabian[image: External link] — West Ryder Pauper Lunatic Asylum[image: External link]

	

Nominees 



	
Arctic Monkeys[image: External link] — Humbug[image: External link]


	
Florence and the Machine[image: External link] — Lungs[image: External link]


	
The Prodigy[image: External link] — Invaders Must Die[image: External link]


	
U2 — No Line on the Horizon[image: External link]
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 2008




The winners of 2008's Q Awards are:



	Awards
	Winner(s)
	Nominee(s)



	Best Act in the World Today
	Coldplay
	

Nominees 



	Kings of Leon

	Metallica[image: External link]

	Muse

	Oasis[image: External link]











	Best Live Act
	Kaiser Chiefs[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Kings of Leon

	Nick Cave[image: External link]

	Rage Against the Machine[image: External link]

	The Verve[image: External link]











	Best New Act
	The Last Shadow Puppets[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Fleet Foxes[image: External link]

	Glasvegas[image: External link]

	The Ting Tings[image: External link]

	Vampire Weekend[image: External link]











	Breakthrough Artist
	Duffy[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Adele

	Bon Iver

	Gabriella Cilmi[image: External link]

	Santogold[image: External link]











	
	
	

List of 2008 Q Awards Honoree 



	Classic Song Award: Meat Loaf — "Bat Out of Hell[image: External link]"

	Classic Songwriter Award: John Mellencamp[image: External link]


	Innovation in Sound Award: Massive Attack[image: External link]


	Outstanding Contribution Award: David Gilmour[image: External link]


	Q Legend: Glen Campbell


	Q Inspiration: Cocteau Twins[image: External link]


	Q Idol: Grace Jones[image: External link]


	Q Icon: Adam Ant[image: External link]












	Best Track
	
Keane[image: External link] — " Spiralling[image: External link]"
	

Nominees 



	
Coldplay — "Violet Hill[image: External link]"

	
Duffy[image: External link] — " Mercy[image: External link]"

	
Katy Perry[image: External link] — "I Kissed a Girl[image: External link]"

	
The Ting Tings[image: External link] — "That's Not My Name[image: External link]"











	Best Video
	
Vampire Weekend[image: External link] — " A-Punk[image: External link]"
	

Nominees 



	
Coldplay — "Violet Hill[image: External link]"

	
Goldfrapp[image: External link] — " Happiness[image: External link]"

	
Hot Chip[image: External link] — "Ready for the Floor[image: External link]"

	
The Ting Tings[image: External link] — "That's Not My Name[image: External link]"











	Best Album
	
Coldplay — "Viva la Vida or Death and All His Friends[image: External link]"
	

Nominees 



	
Fleet Foxes[image: External link] — Fleet Foxes[image: External link]


	
The Last Shadow Puppets[image: External link] — The Age of the Understatement[image: External link]


	
Nick Cave[image: External link] — Dig, Lazarus, Dig!!![image: External link]


	
Vampire Weekend[image: External link] — Vampire Weekend[image: External link]
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 2007




The winners of 2007's Q Awards are:



	Awards
	Winner(s)
	Nominee(s)



	Best Act in the World Today
	Arctic Monkeys[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Foo Fighters[image: External link]

	The Killers[image: External link]

	Muse

	U2











	Best Live Act
	Muse
	

Nominees 



	Arcade Fire

	Arctic Monkeys[image: External link]

	Kasabian[image: External link]

	The Killers[image: External link]











	Best New Act
	The Enemy[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Cherry Ghost[image: External link]

	Klaxons[image: External link]

	The Pigeon Detectives[image: External link]

	The View[image: External link]











	Breakthrough Artist
	Kate Nash[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Calvin Harris[image: External link]

	Jack Peñate[image: External link]

	Jamie T

	Mika











	
	
	

List of 2007 Q Awards Honoree 



	Classic Song Award: Stereophonics[image: External link] — "Local Boy in the Photograph[image: External link]"

	Classic Album Award: The Verve[image: External link] — Urban Hymns[image: External link]


	Classic Songwriter Award: Billy Bragg[image: External link]


	Innovation in Sound Award: Sigur Rós[image: External link]


	Lifetime Achievement Award: Johnny Marr[image: External link]


	Q Merit Award: Ryan Adams[image: External link]


	Q Hero: Anthony H Wilson[image: External link]


	Q Legend: Ian Brown[image: External link]


	Q Inspiration: Damon Albarn[image: External link]


	Q Idol: Kylie Minogue[image: External link]


	Q Icon: Sir Paul McCartney[image: External link]












	Best Track
	
Manic Street Preachers[image: External link] — "Your Love Alone Is Not Enough[image: External link]"
	

Nominees 



	
Athlete[image: External link] — " Hurricane[image: External link]"

	
Hard-Fi[image: External link] — "Suburban Knights[image: External link]"

	
Kaiser Chiefs[image: External link] — " Ruby[image: External link]"

	
Muse — "Knights of Cydonia[image: External link]"











	Best Video
	
Kaiser Chiefs[image: External link] — " Ruby[image: External link]"
	

Nominees 



	
Björk[image: External link] — "Earth Intruders[image: External link]"

	
The Killers[image: External link] — " Bones[image: External link]"

	
Lily Allen — " Alfie[image: External link]"

	
The White Stripes[image: External link] — "Icky Thump[image: External link]"











	Best Album
	
Amy Winehouse — Back to Black

	

Nominees 



	
Arcade Fire — Neon Bible[image: External link]


	
Arctic Monkeys[image: External link] — Favourite Worst Nightmare[image: External link]


	
Kaiser Chiefs[image: External link] — Yours Truly, Angry Mob[image: External link]


	
Manic Street Preachers[image: External link] — Send Away the Tigers[image: External link]
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 2006




The winners of 2006's Q Awards are:



	Awards
	Winner(s)
	Nominee(s)



	Best Act in the World Today
	Oasis[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Coldplay

	Muse

	Red Hot Chili Peppers[image: External link]

	U2











	Best Live Act
	Muse
	

Nominees 



	Arctic Monkeys[image: External link]

	Oasis[image: External link]

	Razorlight[image: External link]

	Red Hot Chili Peppers[image: External link]











	Best New Act
	Corinne Bailey Rae[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Arctic Monkeys[image: External link]

	The Kooks

	Lily Allen

	Orson[image: External link]











	
	
	

List of 2006 Q Awards Honoree 



	Q Inspiration Award: a-ha[image: External link]


	Q Outstanding Contribution to Music Award: Smokey Robinson[image: External link]


	Q Groundbreaker Award: Primal Scream[image: External link]


	Q Icon Award: Jeff Lynne[image: External link]


	Q Idol Award: Take That


	Q Outstanding Performance Award: Faithless[image: External link]


	Q Classic Songwriter Award: Noel Gallagher[image: External link]


	Q Lifetime Achievement Award: Peter Gabriel[image: External link]


	Q Merit Award: Manic Street Preachers[image: External link]


	Q Innovation in Sound Award: The Edge[image: External link]


	Q Classic Song Award: Culture Club — "Karma Chameleon"

	Q Legend Award: The Who[image: External link]


	Q Award of Awards: U2


	People's Choice Award: Arctic Monkeys[image: External link]


	Q Charity of the Year: War on Want[image: External link]












	Best Track
	
Gnarls Barkley — "Crazy"
	

Nominees 



	
Arctic Monkeys[image: External link] — "I Bet You Look Good on the Dancefloor[image: External link]"

	
The Feeling[image: External link] — "Never Be Lonely[image: External link]"

	
Scissor Sisters[image: External link] — "I Don't Feel Like Dancin'[image: External link]"

	
Snow Patrol[image: External link] — "Chasing Cars[image: External link]"











	Best Video
	
The Killers[image: External link] — "When You Were Young[image: External link]"
	

Nominees 



	
Gnarls Barkley — "Smiley Faces[image: External link]"

	
Kasabian[image: External link] — " Empire[image: External link]"

	
Scissor Sisters[image: External link] — "I Don't Feel Like Dancin'[image: External link]"

	
The Zutons[image: External link] — "Why Won't You Give Me Your Love?[image: External link]"











	Best Album
	
Arctic Monkeys[image: External link] — Whatever People Say I Am, That's What I'm Not[image: External link]

	

Nominees 



	
Kasabian[image: External link] — Empire[image: External link]


	
Keane[image: External link] — Under the Iron Sea[image: External link]


	
Muse — Black Holes and Revelations[image: External link]


	
Razorlight[image: External link] — Razorlight[image: External link]


	
Snow Patrol[image: External link] — Eyes Open[image: External link]
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The winners of 2005's Q Awards are:



	Awards
	Winner(s)
	Nominee(s)



	Best Act in the World Today
	Coldplay
	

Nominees 



	Green Day[image: External link]

	Muse

	Oasis[image: External link]

	U2











	Best Live Act
	U2
	

Nominees 



	Coldplay

	Green Day[image: External link]

	Muse

	Oasis[image: External link]











	Best New Act
	James Blunt[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Hard-Fi[image: External link]

	Jem[image: External link]

	Kaiser Chiefs[image: External link]

	The Magic Numbers[image: External link]

	M.I.A.[image: External link]











	
	
	

List of 2005 Q Awards Honoree 



	Q Inspiration Award: Björk[image: External link]


	Q Outstanding Contribution to Music Award: Paul Weller[image: External link]


	Q Icon Award: Jimmy Page[image: External link]


	Q Classic Songwriter: Nick Cave[image: External link]


	Q Lifetime Achievement Award: Bee Gees


	Q Innovation in Sound: The Prodigy[image: External link]


	Q Classic Song: Ray Davies[image: External link] — "Waterloo Sunset[image: External link]"

	Q Legend: Joy Division[image: External link]


	People's Choice Award: Oasis[image: External link]


	Best Producer: Gorillaz[image: External link]/Danger Mouse[image: External link] — Demon Days[image: External link]


	Q Birthday Honour: Michael Eavis[image: External link]


	Q Special Award: John Lennon












	Best Track
	
KT Tunstall[image: External link] — "Black Horse and the Cherry Tree[image: External link]"
	

Nominees 



	
Coldplay — "Fix You[image: External link]"

	
James Blunt[image: External link] — "You're Beautiful[image: External link]"

	
Oasis[image: External link] — "The Importance of Being Idle[image: External link]"

	
U2 — " Vertigo[image: External link]"











	Best Video
	
Gorillaz[image: External link] — "Feel Good Inc.[image: External link]"
	

Nominees 



	
Green Day[image: External link] — "Boulevard of Broken Dreams[image: External link]"

	
Gwen Stefani[image: External link] — "What You Waiting For?[image: External link]"

	
Oasis[image: External link] — "The Importance of Being Idle[image: External link]"

	
The White Stripes[image: External link] — "Blue Orchid[image: External link]"











	Best Album
	
Oasis[image: External link] — Don't Believe the Truth[image: External link]

	

Nominees 



	
Coldplay — X&Y[image: External link]


	
Goldfrapp[image: External link] — Supernature[image: External link]


	
James Blunt[image: External link] — Back to Bedlam[image: External link]


	
Kaiser Chiefs[image: External link] — Employment[image: External link]























[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2004




The winners of 2004's Q Awards are:



	Awards
	Winner(s)
	Nominee(s)



	Best Act in the World Today
	Red Hot Chili Peppers[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Coldplay

	Muse

	OutKast[image: External link]

	Radiohead[image: External link]

	U2











	Best Live Act
	Muse
	

Nominees 



	The Darkness

	David Bowie

	Madonna

	Pixies[image: External link]

	Red Hot Chili Peppers[image: External link]











	Best New Act
	Razorlight[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Franz Ferdinand[image: External link]

	Kasabian[image: External link]

	Keane[image: External link]

	The Killers[image: External link]

	Maroon 5

	Snow Patrol[image: External link]

	The Zutons[image: External link]











	Best Producer
	
Mick Jones[image: External link] (The Libertines[image: External link] — The Libertines[image: External link])
	

Nominees 



	
Jerry Finn[image: External link] ( Morrissey[image: External link] — You Are the Quarry[image: External link])

	
The Neptunes[image: External link] ( Kelis[image: External link] — Tasty[image: External link])

	
Rich Costey[image: External link], John Cornfield[image: External link], Muse and Paul Reeve[image: External link] (Muse — Absolution[image: External link])

	
Scissor Sisters[image: External link] (Scissor Sisters[image: External link] — Scissor Sisters[image: External link])

	Various ( Usher[image: External link] — Confessions)

Bobby Ross Avila, Bryan-Michael Cox[image: External link], Destro Music, Dre & Vidal[image: External link],

James "Big Jim" Wright, Jermaine Dupri[image: External link], Jimmy Jam and Terry Lewis[image: External link],

Just Blaze[image: External link], Lil Jon, L.A. Reid[image: External link], Rich Harrison[image: External link], Robin Thicke, Usher












	
	
	

List of 2004 Q Awards Honoree 



	Q Merit Award: Shane MacGowan[image: External link]


	Q Innovation in Sound Award: The Human League


	Q Inspiration Award: The Pet Shop Boys[image: External link]


	Q Classic Songwriter Award: Elton John


	Q Icon Award: U2


	Q Lifetime Achievement Award: Roxy Music[image: External link]












	Best Track
	
Jamelia[image: External link] — "See It in a Boy's Eyes[image: External link]"
	

Nominees 



	
Franz Ferdinand[image: External link] — "Take Me Out[image: External link]"

	
Goldie Lookin Chain[image: External link] — "Guns Don't Kill People Rappers Do[image: External link]"

	
Maroon 5 — "This Love[image: External link]"

	
Morrissey[image: External link] — "Irish Blood, English Heart[image: External link]"

	
The Streets[image: External link] — "Dry Your Eyes[image: External link]"











	Best Video
	
Franz Ferdinand[image: External link] — "Take Me Out[image: External link]"
	

Nominees 



	
Kelis[image: External link] — " Milkshake[image: External link]"

	
OutKast[image: External link] — " Roses[image: External link]"

	
Scissor Sisters[image: External link] — " Laura[image: External link]"

	
The Streets[image: External link] — "Fit But You Know It[image: External link]"











	Best Album
	
Keane[image: External link] — Hopes and Fears[image: External link]

	

Nominees 



	
Dizzee Rascal[image: External link] — Showtime[image: External link]


	
Franz Ferdinand[image: External link] — Franz Ferdinand[image: External link]


	
The Libertines[image: External link] — The Libertines[image: External link]


	
Scissor Sisters[image: External link] — Scissor Sisters[image: External link]


	
The Streets[image: External link] — A Grand Don't Come for Free[image: External link]
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The winners of 2003's Q Awards are:



	Awards
	Winner(s)
	Nominee(s)



	Best Act in the World Today
	Radiohead[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Blur[image: External link]

	Coldplay

	Foo Fighters[image: External link]

	Red Hot Chili Peppers[image: External link]











	Best Live Act
	Robbie Williams[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Coldplay

	The Darkness

	Eminem

	Queens of the Stone Age[image: External link]











	Best New Act
	The Thrills[image: External link]
	

Nominees 



	Athlete[image: External link]

	The Darkness

	Kings of Leon

	The Rapture[image: External link]











	Best Producer
	
Nigel Godrich[image: External link] ( Radiohead[image: External link] — Hail to the Thief[image: External link])
	

Nominees 



	
Blur[image: External link] / Ben Hillier[image: External link] ( Blur[image: External link] — Think Tank[image: External link])

	
Dr. Dre[image: External link] (50 Cent — Get Rich or Die Tryin')

	
Ethan Johns[image: External link] (Kings of Leon — Youth & Young Manhood[image: External link])

	
Pharrell Williams (The Neptunes[image: External link] — Clones[image: External link])











	Q Innovation in Sound
	Muse
	

Nominees 



	David Gray[image: External link]

	Goldfrapp[image: External link]

	Richard X[image: External link]

	Super Furry Animals[image: External link]











	
	
	

List of 2003 Q Awards Honoree 



	Q Inspiration Award: The Cure


	Q Icon Award: Jane's Addiction[image: External link]


	Q Classic Songwriter: Dexys Midnight Runners


	Q Lifetime Achievement Award: Duran Duran


	Q Special Award: Scott Walker[image: External link]












	Best Track
	
Christina Aguilera — " Dirrty[image: External link]"
	

Nominees 



	
Coldplay — " Clocks[image: External link]"

	
Electric Six[image: External link] — "Danger! High Voltage[image: External link]"

	
Muse — "Time Is Running Out[image: External link]"

	
The White Stripes[image: External link] — "Seven Nation Army[image: External link]"











	Best Video
	
Electric Six[image: External link] — "Gay Bar[image: External link]"
	

Nominees 



	
Christina Aguilera — " Dirrty[image: External link]"

	
Coldplay — "The Scientist[image: External link]"

	
Junior Senior[image: External link] — "Move Your Feet[image: External link]"

	
Muse — "Time Is Running Out[image: External link]"











	Best Album
	
Blur[image: External link] — Think Tank[image: External link]

	

Nominees 



	
Feeder[image: External link] — Comfort in Sound[image: External link]


	
Radiohead[image: External link] — Hail to the Thief[image: External link]


	
The White Stripes[image: External link] — Elephant[image: External link]


	
50 Cent — Get Rich or Die Tryin'
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The winners of 2002's Q Awards are:


	Best Act in the World Today

	Radiohead[image: External link]

	Coldplay

	Oasis[image: External link]

	Stereophonics[image: External link]

	U2





	Best Live Act:

	The Hives[image: External link]

	Muse

	Oasis[image: External link]

	The Strokes[image: External link]

	The White Stripes[image: External link]





	Best New Act:

	The Electric Soft Parade[image: External link]

	The Bees[image: External link]

	The Cooper Temple Clause[image: External link]

	The Coral[image: External link]

	The Vines[image: External link]





	Best Producer:

	Moby[image: External link] ( Moby[image: External link] — 18[image: External link])

	Rick Rubin[image: External link] (Red Hot Chili Peppers[image: External link] — By the Way[image: External link])

	Tony Visconti[image: External link] (David Bowie — Heathen[image: External link])

	Ken Nelson[image: External link] and Mark Pythian (Coldplay — A Rush of Blood to the Head[image: External link])

	Weezer[image: External link] and Tom Lord-Alge[image: External link] ( Weezer[image: External link] — Maladroit[image: External link])





	Q Awards Honoree

	Classic Songwriter: Jimmy Cliff[image: External link]

	Q Special Award: Depeche Mode[image: External link]

	Q Merit Award: Elvis Costello[image: External link]

	Q Inspiration Award: Echo & the Bunnymen[image: External link]





	Best Single

	Sugababes[image: External link] — "Freak like Me[image: External link]"

	The Hives[image: External link] — "Hate to Say I Told You So[image: External link]"

	Nickelback — "How You Remind Me"

	Oasis[image: External link] — "The Hindu Times[image: External link]"

	Red Hot Chili Peppers[image: External link] — "By the Way[image: External link]"





	Best Video

	Pink — "Get the Party Started[image: External link]"

	Eminem — "Without Me[image: External link]"

	The Hives[image: External link] — "Hate to Say I Told You So[image: External link]"

	Kylie Minogue[image: External link] — "Can't Get You Out of My Head[image: External link]"

	Marilyn Manson[image: External link] — "Tainted Love[image: External link]"





	Best Album

	Coldplay — A Rush of Blood to the Head[image: External link]

	Doves[image: External link] — The Last Broadcast[image: External link]

	Beth Orton[image: External link] — Daybreaker[image: External link]

	Red Hot Chili Peppers[image: External link] — By the Way[image: External link]

	The Vines[image: External link] — Highly Evolved[image: External link]
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The winners of 2001's Q Awards are:


	Best Act in the World Today:

	Radiohead[image: External link]

	Manic Street Preachers[image: External link]

	R.E.M.[image: External link]

	Stereophonics[image: External link]

	Travis[image: External link]

	U2





	Best Live Act:

	Manic Street Preachers[image: External link]

	Coldplay

	Madonna

	Muse

	Stereophonics[image: External link]

	U2





	Best New Act:

	Starsailor[image: External link]

	Dido

	Goldfrapp[image: External link]

	The Strokes[image: External link]

	Tom McRae[image: External link]

	Turin Brakes[image: External link]





	Best Producer:

	Nigel Godrich[image: External link] ( Radiohead[image: External link] — Amnesiac[image: External link])

	Brian Eno[image: External link] and Daniel Lanois[image: External link] (U2 — All That You Can't Leave Behind[image: External link])

	Chris Shaw[image: External link] (Super Furry Animals[image: External link] — Rings Around the World[image: External link])

	Dan the Automator[image: External link] ( Gorillaz[image: External link] — Gorillaz[image: External link])

	John Leckie[image: External link] (Muse — Origin of Symmetry[image: External link])

	Pat McCarthy[image: External link] ( R.E.M.[image: External link] — Reveal[image: External link])





	Q Awards Honoree:

	Classic Songwriter: Kate Bush[image: External link]

	Q Special Award: Brian Eno[image: External link]

	Q Merit Award: Elvis Costello[image: External link]

	Q Inspiration Award: John Lydon[image: External link]

	Q People's Choice Award: U2





	Best Single:

	Ash[image: External link] — "Burn Baby Burn[image: External link]"

	The Charlatans[image: External link] — "Love Is the Key[image: External link]"

	Feeder[image: External link] — "Buck Rogers[image: External link]"

	New Order[image: External link] — " Crystal[image: External link]"

	Stereophonics[image: External link] — "Have a Nice Day[image: External link]"

	Weezer[image: External link] — "Hash Pipe[image: External link]"





	Best Video:

	Gorillaz[image: External link] — "Clint Eastwood[image: External link]"

	The Avalanches[image: External link] — "Frontier Psychiatrist[image: External link]"

	Basement Jaxx[image: External link] — "Romeo (Basement Jaxx song)[image: External link]"

	Fatboy Slim[image: External link] — "Weapon of Choice[image: External link]"

	I Monster[image: External link] — "Daydream in blue[image: External link]"

	Nelly Furtado[image: External link] — "I'm Like a Bird[image: External link]"





	Best Album:

	Travis[image: External link] — The Invisible Band[image: External link]

	Muse — Origin of Symmetry[image: External link]

	PJ Harvey[image: External link] — Stories from the City, Stories from the Sea[image: External link]

	Radiohead[image: External link] — Amnesiac[image: External link]

	Stereophonics[image: External link] — Just Enough Education to Perform[image: External link]

	U2 — All That You Can't Leave Behind[image: External link]








[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2000




The winners of 2000's Q Awards are:


	Best Act in the World Today:

	Travis[image: External link]

	Blur[image: External link]

	Manic Street Preachers[image: External link]

	Radiohead[image: External link]

	Stereophonics[image: External link]





	Best Live Act:

	Oasis[image: External link]

	The Chemical Brothers[image: External link]

	Moby[image: External link]

	Primal Scream[image: External link]

	Travis[image: External link]





	Best New Act:

	Badly Drawn Boy[image: External link]

	Coldplay

	Doves[image: External link]

	JJ72[image: External link]

	Muse





	Best Producer:

	Artful Dodger[image: External link] (Artful Dodger[image: External link] — It's All About the Stragglers[image: External link])

	Dave Eringa[image: External link] and George Brakoulias ( Toploader[image: External link] — Onka's Big Moka[image: External link])

	Dr. Dre[image: External link] (Eminem — The Marshall Mathers LP[image: External link])

	Guy Chambers[image: External link] and Steve Power[image: External link] (Robbie Williams[image: External link] — Sing When You're Winning[image: External link])

	Ross Robinson[image: External link] ( Slipknot[image: External link] — Slipknot[image: External link])





	Q Awards Honoree:

	Q Merit Award: Jerry Dammers[image: External link]

	Songwriter Award: Guy Chambers[image: External link] and Robbie Williams[image: External link]

	Q Inspiration Award: Joe Strummer[image: External link]





	Best Single:

	David Gray[image: External link] — " Babylon[image: External link]"

	Coldplay — " Yellow[image: External link]"

	Eminem — "The Real Slim Shady[image: External link]"

	Limp Bizkit[image: External link] — "Take a Look Around[image: External link]"

	Moloko[image: External link] — "The Time Is Now[image: External link]"





	Best Video:

	Kelis[image: External link] — "Caught Out There[image: External link]"

	Bloodhound Gang[image: External link] — "The Bad Touch[image: External link]"

	Eminem — "The Real Slim Shady[image: External link]"

	Red Hot Chili Peppers[image: External link] — " Californication[image: External link]"

	Travis[image: External link] — "Coming Around[image: External link]"





	Best Album:

	Coldplay — Parachutes[image: External link]

	Badly Drawn Boy[image: External link] — The Hour of Bewilderbeast[image: External link]

	Doves[image: External link] — Lost Souls[image: External link]

	Muse — Showbiz[image: External link]

	Primal Scream[image: External link] — XTRMNTR[image: External link]
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The winners of 1999's Q Awards are:


	Best Act in the World Today:

	Blur[image: External link]

	Manic Street Preachers[image: External link]

	Oasis[image: External link]

	Radiohead[image: External link]

	R.E.M.[image: External link]

	Stereophonics[image: External link]

	U2





	Best Live Act:

	Stereophonics[image: External link]

	Gomez[image: External link]

	Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds[image: External link]

	The Rolling Stones[image: External link]

	Suede[image: External link]





	Best New Act:

	Basement Jaxx[image: External link]

	The Beta Band[image: External link]

	Gay Dad[image: External link]

	Macy Gray[image: External link]

	Shack[image: External link]

	Travis[image: External link]





	Q Awards Honoree:

	Q Classic Songwriter: Ian Dury[image: External link] and Chaz Jankel[image: External link]

	Best Producer: William Orbit[image: External link]

	Q Inspiration Award: New Order[image: External link]

	Q Special Merit Award: Keith Richards[image: External link]





	Best Single:

	Travis[image: External link] — "Why Does It Always Rain on Me?[image: External link]"

	Blur[image: External link] — " Tender[image: External link]"

	Lauryn Hill — "Doo Wop (That Thing)[image: External link]"

	New Radicals[image: External link] — "You Get What You Give[image: External link]"

	Supergrass[image: External link] — " Moving[image: External link]"

	TLC[image: External link] — "No Scrubs[image: External link]"





	Best Album:

	The Chemical Brothers[image: External link] — Surrender[image: External link]

	Blur[image: External link] — 13[image: External link]

	Mercury Rev[image: External link] — Deserter's Songs[image: External link]

	Stereophonics[image: External link] — Performance and Cocktails[image: External link]

	Texas[image: External link] — The Hush[image: External link]

	Travis[image: External link] — The Man Who[image: External link]
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	The winners of 1998's Q Awards are




	Best Act in the World Today: Manic Street Preachers[image: External link]


	Best Live Act: Roni Size[image: External link]/ Reprazent[image: External link]


	Best New Act: Gomez[image: External link]


	Best Producer: Norman Cook[image: External link]


	Best Album: Massive Attack[image: External link] — Mezzanine[image: External link]


	Best Single: Catatonia[image: External link] — Road Rage[image: External link]


	Songwriter Award: Paul Weller[image: External link]


	Q Inspiration Award: Blondie[image: External link]


	Q Lifetime Achievement Award: R.E.M.[image: External link]
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	The winners of 1997's Q Awards are




	Best Act in the World Today: Oasis[image: External link]


	Best Live Act: The Prodigy[image: External link]


	Best New Act: Fun Lovin' Criminals[image: External link]


	Best Producer: Nellee Hooper[image: External link]


	Best Album: Radiohead[image: External link] — OK Computer[image: External link]


	Best Reissue/Compilation: Various Artist — The Songs of Jimmie Rodgers


	Songwriter Award: Paul McCartney[image: External link]


	Q Inspiration Award: Patti Smith[image: External link]


	Q Lifetime Achievement Award: The Who[image: External link]


	Q Special Award: Phil Spector[image: External link]
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	The winners of 1996's Q Awards are




	Best Act in the World Today: Oasis[image: External link]


	Best Live Act: Pulp[image: External link]


	Best New Act: Alanis Morissette


	Best Producer: John Leckie[image: External link]


	Best Album: Manic Street Preachers[image: External link] — Everything Must Go[image: External link]


	Best Reissue/Compilation: The Beatles — The Beatles Anthology[image: External link]


	Q Inspiration Award: U2


	Q Lifetime Achievement Award: Rod Stewart[image: External link]


	Merit Award: Elvis Costello[image: External link]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1995





	The winners of 1995's Q Awards are




	Best Act in the World Today: R.E.M.[image: External link]


	Best Live Act: Oasis[image: External link]


	Best New Act: Supergrass[image: External link]


	Best Producer: Tricky[image: External link]


	Best Album: Blur[image: External link] — The Great Escape[image: External link]


	Best Reissue/Compilation: Various Artist — The Help Album[image: External link]


	Q Inspiration Award: David Bowie/Brian Eno[image: External link]


	Merit Award: Eric Clapton


	Songwriter Award: Van Morrison[image: External link]
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	The winners of 1994's Q Awards are




	Best Act in the World Today: R.E.M.[image: External link]


	Best Live Act: Pink Floyd


	Best New Act: Oasis[image: External link]


	Best Producer: Stephen Street[image: External link]


	Best Album: Blur[image: External link] — Parklife[image: External link]


	Best Reissue/Compilation: Various Artist — The Tougher than Tough


	Q Inspiration Award: The Kinks[image: External link]


	Merit Award: U2


	Songwriter Award: Morrissey[image: External link]
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	The winners of 1993's Q Awards are




	Best Act in the World Today: U2


	Best Live Act: Neil Young


	Best New Act: Suede[image: External link]


	Best Producer: Flood[image: External link] Brian Eno[image: External link] The Edge[image: External link]/ Zooropa[image: External link]


	Best Album: Sting — Ten Summoner's Tales[image: External link]


	Best Reissue/Compilation: The Beach Boys[image: External link] — Good Vibrations[image: External link]


	Q Inspiration Award: Donald Fagen[image: External link]


	Merit Award: Elton John


	Songwriter Award: Neil Finn[image: External link]
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	The winners of 1992's Q Awards are




	Best Act in the World Today: U2


	Best Live Act: Crowded House[image: External link]


	Best New Act: Tori Amos[image: External link]


	Best Producer: Daniel Lanois[image: External link] Peter Gabriel[image: External link] The Orb[image: External link]


	Best Album: R.E.M.[image: External link] — Automatic for the People[image: External link]


	Best Reissue/Compilation: Bob Marley[image: External link] — Songs of Freedom[image: External link]


	Q Inspiration Award: B.B. King[image: External link]


	Merit Award: Led Zeppelin[image: External link]


	Songwriter Award: Neil Finn[image: External link]
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 1991





	The winners of 1991's Q Awards are




	Best Act in the World Today: R.E.M.[image: External link] / U2


	Best Live Act: Simple Minds[image: External link]


	Best New Act: Seal[image: External link]


	Best Producer: Trevor Horn[image: External link]


	Best Album: R.E.M.[image: External link] — Out of Time[image: External link]


	Merit Award: Lou Reed[image: External link]


	Songwriter Award: Richard Thompson[image: External link]
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 1990





	The winners of 1990's Q Awards are




	Best Act in the World Today: U2


	Best Live Act: The Rolling Stones[image: External link]


	Best New Act: They Might Be Giants[image: External link]


	Best Producer: Paul Oakenfold[image: External link] Steve Osborne[image: External link]/Pills 'n' Thrills and Bellyaches[image: External link]


	Best Album: World Party[image: External link] — Goodbye Jumbo[image: External link]


	Best Reissue/Compilation: The Beach Boys[image: External link] — Pet Sounds[image: External link]


	Merit Award: Paul McCartney[image: External link]


	Songwriter Award: Prince[image: External link]
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 Criticism




At the 2006 Q Awards, Arctic Monkeys[image: External link] frontman Alex Turner[image: External link] criticised the choice of Take That for the "Idol" award. Commenting on the winners of the night, he said:



	“
	
A lot of people make jokes about having awards for no reason just for the sake of having awards, and pretending they were good when they weren't. I'm not old enough to know a lot of them, but even I know Take That were bollocks.[10]

	”
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An Evening with Adele






An Evening with Adele was the debut concert tour by British[image: External link] recording artist Adele, in support of her debut album, 19. The tour was unusual in that it included few dates in the United Kingdom, Adele's home and the territory where 19 was most successful. Instead, the tour focused heavily on North America. Adele and the tour gained some notoriety when she cancelled tour dates in 2008 in order to spend time with her boyfriend, an incident she later expressed regret over.[1] One of the last performances on the tour took place at the historic Hollywood Bowl[image: External link]. Etta James was supposed to appear at the performance but cancelled at the last-minute due to illness and was replaced by Chaka Khan[image: External link].[2] The last performance of the tour was at the North Sea Jazz Festival[image: External link].[3]

An official tour book containing exclusive pictures and behind-the-scene information of the tour is available for purchase on Adele's official site.[4]



TOP
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 Opening acts





	
The Script[image: External link] (North America—Spring 2009)[5][6][7][8]


	
James Morrison[image: External link] (North America—January 2009)[9][10]


	
Sam Sparro[image: External link] (United Kingdom—Summer 2008)[11]
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 Setlist






	"Cold Shoulder"

	"Melt My Heart to Stone"

	"Daydreamer"

	"Best for Last"

	"Right as Rain"

	"Many Shades of Black"

	"First Love"

	"Tired"

	"Make You Feel My Love[image: External link]"

	"Fool That I Am"

	"Hometown Glory"






	Encore





	"Crazy for You[image: External link]"

	"That's It, I Quit, I'm Movin' On[image: External link]"

	"Chasing Pavements"





Source:[12]
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 Tour dates






	Date
	City
	Country
	Venue



	Europe



	27 January 2008
	Manchester[image: External link]
	England[image: External link]
	Royal Northern College of Music[image: External link]



	29 January 2008
	London[image: External link]
	Bloomsbury Theatre[image: External link]



	2 February 2008
	Glasgow[image: External link]
	Scotland[image: External link]
	The Classic Grand



	3 February 2008
	Birmingham[image: External link]
	England
	The Glee Club[image: External link]



	2 March 2008
	Dublin[image: External link]
	Ireland[image: External link]
	Crawdaddy



	4 March 2008
	Brussels[image: External link]
	Belgium[image: External link]
	Ancienne Belgique[image: External link]



	6 March 2008
	Hamburg[image: External link]
	Germany[image: External link]
	Stage Club



	North America



	12 March 2008
	Austin[image: External link]
	United States[image: External link]
	SXSW[image: External link]



	13 March 2008



	17 March 2008
	New York City[image: External link]
	Joe's Pub[image: External link]



	18 March 2008



	20 March 2008
	Los Angeles[image: External link]
	Hotel Cafe[image: External link]



	25 March 2008
	Montreal[image: External link]
	Canada[image: External link]
	Just for Laughs Museum[image: External link]



	27 March 2008
	Toronto[image: External link]
	The Rivoli[image: External link]



	Europe



	23 April 2008
	Cardiff[image: External link]
	Wales[image: External link]
	St. David's Hall[image: External link]



	24 April 2008
	Newcastle upon Tyne[image: External link]
	England[image: External link]
	The Journal Tyne Theatre[image: External link]



	26 April 2008
	Edinburgh[image: External link]
	Scotland[image: External link]
	The Queen's Hall[image: External link]



	28 April 2008
	York[image: External link]
	England[image: External link]
	Grand Opera House[image: External link]



	30 April 2008
	Manchester[image: External link]
	Lowry Centre[image: External link]



	1 May 2008
	Cambridge[image: External link]
	Cambridge Corn Exchange[image: External link]



	3 May 2008
	Southampton[image: External link]
	Southampton Guildhall[image: External link]



	4 May 2008
	Birmingham[image: External link]
	New Alexandra Theatre[image: External link]



	6 May 2008
	London[image: External link]
	O2 Shepherds Bush Empire[image: External link]



	7 May 2008



	10 May 2008
	Maidstone[image: External link]
	Radio 1's Big Weekend[image: External link]



	16 May 2008
	Dublin[image: External link]
	Ireland[image: External link]
	Vicar Street[image: External link]



	North America



	21 May 2008
	Los Angeles[image: External link]
	United States[image: External link]
	Roxy Theatre[image: External link]



	23 May 2008
	San Francisco[image: External link]
	Bimbo's 365 Club[image: External link]



	26 May 2008
	Vancouver[image: External link]
	Canada[image: External link]
	Red Room



	27 May 2008
	Seattle
	United States[image: External link]
	The Triple Door[image: External link]



	29 May 2008
	Portland[image: External link]
	Mission Theatre & Pub[image: External link]



	31 May 2008
	Chicago[image: External link]
	Martyr's



	2 June 2008
	Minneapolis[image: External link]
	Theatre de la Jeune Lune[image: External link]



	6 June 2008
	Toronto[image: External link]
	Canada[image: External link]
	Queen Elizabeth Theatre[image: External link]



	7 June 2008
	Montreal[image: External link]
	Outremont Theatre[image: External link]



	11 June 2008
	New York City[image: External link]
	United States
	Highline Ballroom[image: External link]



	12 June 2008



	14 June 2008[A]
	Manchester[image: External link]
	Great Stage Park[image: External link]



	16 June 2008
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	World Cafe[image: External link]



	18 June 2008
	Washington, D.C.[image: External link]
	Sixth & I Historic Synagogue[image: External link]



	22 June 2008
	Boulder[image: External link]
	Fox Theatre[image: External link]



	Europe



	28 June 2008
	Paris[image: External link]
	France[image: External link]
	La Cigale[image: External link]



	11 July 2008
	Berlin[image: External link]
	Germany[image: External link]
	Postbanhof



	13 July 2008[B]
	Montreux[image: External link]
	Switzerland[image: External link]
	Convention Centre



	15 July 2008
	Amsterdam[image: External link]
	Netherlands[image: External link]
	Paradiso[image: External link]



	20 July 2008[C]
	London[image: External link]
	England[image: External link]
	Somerset House[image: External link]



	25 July 2008
	Bush Hall[image: External link]



	12 November 2008[D]
	Union Chapel



	21 December 2008[E]
	The Roundhouse[image: External link]



	North America



	14 January 2009
	Somerville[image: External link]
	United States[image: External link]
	Somerville Theatre[image: External link]



	16 January 2009
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	The TLA[image: External link]



	17 January 2009
	Washington D.C.[image: External link]
	9:30 Club[image: External link]



	19 January 2009
	Chicago[image: External link]
	Park West[image: External link]



	20 January 2009
	St. Paul
	Fitzgerald Theater[image: External link]



	22 January 2009
	Denver[image: External link]
	Bluebird Theater[image: External link]



	23 January 2009
	Salt Lake City[image: External link]
	Murray Theatre[image: External link]



	26 January 2009
	Seattle
	Neumos Crystal Ball Reading Room



	27 January 2009
	Portland[image: External link]
	Wonder Ballroom[image: External link]



	29 January 2009
	San Francisco
	Warfield Theater[image: External link]



	30 January 2009
	Los Angeles
	Wiltern Theatre[image: External link]



	10 March 2009
	San Diego[image: External link]
	House of Blues[image: External link]



	11 March 2009
	Scottsdale[image: External link]
	Martini Ranch



	13 March 2009
	Austin[image: External link]
	La Zona Rosa



	15 March 2009
	Houston[image: External link]
	Warehouse Live[image: External link]



	16 March 2009
	Dallas[image: External link]
	Granada Theatre[image: External link]



	18 March 2009
	Atlanta[image: External link]
	Variety Playhouse[image: External link]



	19 March 2009
	Nashville[image: External link]
	Mercy Lounge[image: External link]



	21 March 2009
	Detroit[image: External link]
	Saint Andrew's Hall[image: External link]



	22 March 2009
	Cleveland[image: External link]
	Beachland Ballroom & Tavern



	Europe



	17 April 2009
	Amsterdam
	Netherlands
	Heineken Music Hall[image: External link]



	19 April 2009
	Groningen[image: External link]
	Oosterpoort Main Hall



	North America



	29 April 2009
	Montreal
	Canada
	Métropolis[image: External link]



	30 April 2009
	Toronto
	Massey Hall[image: External link]



	3 May 2009
	Boston[image: External link]
	United States
	Orpheum Theatre[image: External link]



	4 May 2009
	Philadelphia
	Electric Factory[image: External link]



	5 May 2009
	New York City
	Roseland Ballroom[image: External link]



	29 June 2009
	Los Angeles
	Hollywood Bowl[image: External link]



	Europe



	12 July 2009
	Rotterdam[image: External link]
	Netherlands
	North Sea Jazz Festival[image: External link]





	Festivals and other miscellaneous performances

	
A This concert was a part of the 'Bonnaroo Music Festival[image: External link]'

	
B This concert was a part of the 'Montreux Jazz Festival[image: External link]'

	
C This concert was a part of the 'Summer Series'

	
D This concert was a part of the 'Little Noise Sessions'

	
E This concert was a part of the 'iTunes Festival[image: External link]'
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 Box office score data






	Venue
	City
	Tickets Sold / Available
	Gross Revenue



	Southampton Guildhall
	Southampton
	1,198 / 1,198 (100%)
	$35,544[13]



	The Roxy
	Los Angeles
	547 / 547 (100%)
	$8,946[14]



	Martyr's
	Chicago
	320 / 320 (100%)
	$4,800[15]



	Outremont Theatre
	Montreal
	521 / 650 (80%)
	$11,513[15]



	Somerville Theatre
	Somerville
	899 / 899 (100%)
	$16,980[16]



	The TLA
	Philadelphia
	1,000 / 1,000 (100%)
	$17,442[17]



	9:30 Club
	Washington DC
	1,200 / 1,200 (100%)
	$24,000[18]



	Park West
	Chicago
	1,000 / 1,000 (100%)
	$20,000[19]



	Warfield Theatre
	San Francisco
	2,350 / 2,350 (100%)
	$52,356[20]



	Wiltern Theater
	Los Angeles
	2,636 / 2,636 (100%)
	$54,230[21]



	Granada Theatre
	Dallas
	1,175 / 1,175 (100%)
	$20,047[20]



	Heineken Music Hall
	Amsterdam
	5,519 / 5,519 (100%)
	$233,641[22]



	Metropolis
	Montreal
	1,499 / 1,500 (99%)
	$36,729[23]



	Massey Hall
	Toronto
	2,663 / 2,663 (100%)
	$83,504[24]



	Orpheum Theatre
	Boston
	2,491 / 2,822 (88%)
	$60,209[25]



	Roseland Ballroom
	New York City
	3,715 / 3,715 (100%)
	$105,246[26]



	TOTAL
	28,733 / 29,194 (98%)
	$775,187
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 Broadcasts and recordings




The concert at The Roundhouse (a part of the iTunes Festival[image: External link]) was recorded and released as iTunes Live from SoHo.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Nylon (magazine)






Nylon is an American multi-platform media company and magazine[image: External link] that focus on pop culture[image: External link] and fashion[image: External link]. Its coverage includes art[image: External link], beauty[image: External link], music[image: External link], design[image: External link], celebrities[image: External link], technology[image: External link] and travel[image: External link]. Its name references New York and London. Jamie Elden is the President and Chief Revenue Officer [2] and Marc Luzzatto is the chairman and principal owner.[3]
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 History




Nylon was co-founded in 1999 by Madonna Badger, Mark Blackwell, supermodel[image: External link] Helena Christensen[image: External link], and husband and wife Marvin and Jaclynn Jarrett, with investment from Sam Waksal[image: External link].[4][5] Three of the founders had previously worked together in their same roles at Ray Gun[image: External link] Magazine: Editor Marvin Jarrett, Publisher Jaclynn his wife, and Editorial Director Mark Blackwell; the Jarretts had recently sold their interest in Ray Gun Publishing.[4][5] [6][7][8] According to Publisher Jaclynn Jarrett, the magazine's name was chosen because her husband Marvin just liked the sound of Nylon. After picking it, they realized the New York/London tie-in, which was congruous to Nylon's editorial focus on these two cities.[9] The first two letters are the initials for New York and the last three letters are the first three letters of London (New York London). The design of the magazine was intended to be "hyper-legible", in answer to criticism of Ray-Gun's "chaotic" layouts. The first issue was published on April 6, 1999.[6]

In 2005, Nylon was bought by Pennsylvania businessman Don Hellinger.[10] The following spring, Nylon and MySpace[image: External link] collaborated on their first International Music issue, making it freely available online for a time.[11][12] Nylon TV was launched in 2006 with the creation of its own YouTube channel, and by 2014 gained 62 thousand subscribers and 62 million cumulative views.[13] Nylon partnered with MySpace[image: External link] in 2006 for its annual June/July music issue. Nine months later the magazine became generally available online in digital form in March 2007. Nylon released their June/July International Music and MySpace issue online for free viewing.[14] Marvin Scott Jarrett's Editor's Letter described it as a collaboration with MySpace, focusing on eight "music and style mecca" cities around the world, featuring the White Stripes[image: External link] on the cover, as selected by Nylon's MySpace fans.[15]

Nylon teamed up with Live Nation Entertainment[image: External link] in 2008 to produce its first Nylon Music Tour, headlined by electro rockers She Wants Revenge[image: External link].[16]

On their 10-year anniversary in 2009, Nylon made the April 1999 inaugural issue freely available online, including all articles, in scanned form.[17] Later that year, Nylon partnered with iTunes for its annual music issue, which included a free summer playlist download of 22 tracks.[18]

Nylon came together with YouTube in 2010 for its Young Hollywood issue, allowing readers to watch the entire issue on YouTube. The partnership extended for the 2011 Young Hollywood issue as well. 2010 also brought the launch of Nylon Dailies, emails written by local writers every day in ten key American cities.[19]

In 2011, then-President Don Hellinger and then-CFO Jami Pearlman[10][20] were charged with operating an illegal money transmission business (for an online casino), unrelated to Nylon.[10][21] They subsequently pleaded guilty to a reduced charge.[22][23]

Nylon joined with Facebook[image: External link] in 2012 for its June/July music issue.[24] 2012 also brought a Summer Music Tour, featuring Neon Trees[image: External link], and sponsored by Starbucks[image: External link].[25] America's Next Top Model[image: External link] announced that Nylon would be its media partner for the show's 19th cycle.[26]

Nylon has established a material social media presence. By early 2014, Nylon was active on Instagram[image: External link], had over 700,000 Twitter[image: External link] followers,[27] and had a million Facebook[image: External link] fans.[28]

In May 2014, Nylon was acquired by Nylon Media, Inc., an affiliate of LA-based investor Marc Luzzatto through his team at Diversis Capital, LLC. The new venture also acquired FashionIndie, with FashionIndie's founders, Beca Alexander and Daniel Saynt, maintaining their titles of editor-in-chief and creative director, respectively.[29][30][31]
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 Nylon International




Nylon is published in five Asian markets. Nylon Japan, which first hit Tokyo newsstands in 2004, is now run by Editor In Chief Takashi Togawa.[32] Nylon Korea premiered in August 2008,[33] and in April 2014 Korean girl KPOP band Girl's Generation[image: External link] (also known as SNSD), were featured in Nylon international editions.[34] Nylon Indonesia began publishing in 2011, followed by Nylon Singapore[35] and Thailand.[36]
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 Current editors




The editor-in-chief of Nylon is Melissa Giannini.[37]

Video Creative Director of TV and Video: Ryland McIntyre

Editorial

Creative Director: Molly Butterfoss, Art Director: Kayla Kern, Producer: Ricky Michiels Features Director: Lisa Mischianti, Senior Editors: Ben Barna, Gabrielle Korn Senior Beauty Editor: Jade Taylor Associate Editor: Keryce Henry Editorial Assistant: Austen Tosone

Fashion Fashion Director: Joseph Errico, Style Director: Dani Stahl, Market Editor: Marissa Smith, Assistant Editor: Nicole Draga
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 Cover models




Main article: List of Nylon cover models[image: External link]


The first Nylon cover subject was Liv Tyler[image: External link] in April 1999, photographed and interviewed by Helena Christensen[image: External link].[38] Cover models have included: Demi Lovato[image: External link], Christina Aguilera, The Horrors[image: External link], Avril Lavigne[image: External link], Selena Gomez[image: External link], Lily Allen, Paris Hilton[image: External link], The Kills[image: External link], Camilla Belle[image: External link], Karen O[image: External link], Evan Rachel Wood[image: External link], Mary-Kate Olsen[image: External link], Lea Michele[image: External link], Lil' Kim[image: External link], Zooey Deschanel[image: External link], Kristen Stewart[image: External link], Rachel Bilson[image: External link], Scarlett Johansson[image: External link], Cory Kennedy[image: External link], Mischa Barton[image: External link], Christina Ricci[image: External link], Leighton Meester[image: External link], Blake Lively[image: External link], Taylor Momsen[image: External link], The White Stripes[image: External link], Sienna Miller[image: External link], Nicole Richie[image: External link], Megan Fox[image: External link], Hilary Duff[image: External link], Emma Stone[image: External link], Lindsay Lohan[image: External link], M.I.A.[image: External link], Zoe Saldana[image: External link], Drew Barrymore[image: External link], Jessica Szohr[image: External link], Mila Kunis[image: External link],[39] Emily Browning[image: External link], Katy Perry[image: External link], Jena Malone[image: External link], Abbie Cornish[image: External link], Vanessa Hudgens[image: External link], Jamie Chung[image: External link], Selena Gomez[image: External link], Emma Roberts[image: External link],[40] Chloë Grace Moretz[image: External link],[41] Lily Collins[image: External link], Hayley Williams[image: External link], and Lana Del Rey.
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 Reception




Medialife Magazine's Jennifer Cox wrote in 2001 that Nylon was "a little uppity, and it's not hard to understand why", describing it as "bold, idiosyncratic, challenging, absolutely of-the-moment," but unnoticed by "the mainstream" until March 2001, when Nylon was nominated for the ASME National Magazine award. She described the April issue as "groundbreaking" (for a fashion magazine) to feature an overweight woman in a history of women's weight, noted that the magazine's models "are more often interesting looking than beautiful per se." She found its photo spreads "bold with their use of white space and innovative photography" and noted Nylon's distinctive "heavy emphasis on music coverage."[42]
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 Recognition




The American Society of Magazine Editors[image: External link] noted the magazine three times: Nylon was nominated for "National Magazine Award for General Excellence (100,000-400,000 circulation)" in 2001,[43] was a finalist for "General Excellence (100,000 to 250,000 circulation)" in 2003,[44][45] and was a finalist for the 2006 ASME "Design" award.[46]

In 2006, Nylon was a Nominee at the 10th Annual Webby Awards[image: External link], in the Fashion category,[47][48] and an Official Honoree at the 12th Annual Webby Awards in the Magazine category in 2008.[49]

In 2008 industry monitor Media Industry News Online editors selected Nylon.com as the penultimate of their "Top 5 Women's Fashion Mag Website Picks", judging on "visual appeal, functionality and usefulness of information". They found it to be the "destination of choice for alternative, fashion minds everywhere", and "...Nylon's entertainment radar is still alive and well. Its funky illustrations and graphics give Nylon a hip, unique look that is truly hard to come by in the category. Nxtbook provides slick, downloadable digital magazine issues".[50]
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 Brand extensions




The magazine has Radar, Fashion, and Style pages. There is also a Nylon Guys[image: External link] magazine, first announced in 2003[51] and published independently in 2004,[9] which has featured Joseph Gordon-Levitt[image: External link] from 500 Days of Summer[image: External link].

Nylon partnered with Rizzoli Publishing[image: External link] to publish three books: Street, on global street fashion; Pretty, on beauty; and Play, on music.[9] Pretty: The Nylon Book of Beauty was listed in the New York Public Library's best Books for the Teen Age 2008.[52][53] In 2009 Jarrett founded Nylon Records and signed French female pop group Plastiscines[image: External link] as its first act, after seeing them on the cover of French fashion and style magazine Citizen K.[54][55] Also in 2009, Nylon introduced its iPhone[image: External link] app[image: External link]; MinOnline listed it (among "Top 5 iPhone Mags You May Have Missed") as "a pleasant surprise. This fashion and culture mag has one of the more attractive magazine-like designs among print brands on mobile."[56]

The September 2010 issue of the magazine was released on the iPad[image: External link], including video, music and some exclusive content. The iPad[image: External link] edition is in the Apple iTunes newsstand.[57][58]
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NBC






This article is about the television and radio network. For NBC Philippines, see Nation Broadcasting Corporation[image: External link]. For other uses, see NBC (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The National Broadcasting Company (NBC) is an American English language[image: External link] commercial broadcast[image: External link] television network[image: External link] that is a flagship property of NBCUniversal[image: External link], a subsidiary of Comcast[image: External link]. The network is headquartered in the Comcast Building[image: External link] (formerly known as the GE Building[image: External link]) at Rockefeller Center[image: External link] in New York City, with additional major offices near Los Angeles (at Universal City Plaza[image: External link]), Chicago[image: External link] (at the NBC Tower[image: External link]) and soon in Philadelphia[image: External link] at Comcast Innovation and Technology Center[image: External link]. The network is part of the Big Three television networks[image: External link]. NBC is sometimes referred to as the "Peacock Network", in reference to its stylized peacock logo[image: External link], introducted in 1956 to promote the company's innovations in early color broadcasting. It became the network's official emblem in 1979.

Founded in 1926 by the Radio Corporation of America[image: External link] (RCA), NBC is the oldest major broadcast network in the United States. In 1986, control of NBC passed to General Electric[image: External link] (GE) – which previously owned RCA and NBC until 1930, when it was forced to sell the companies as a result of antitrust[image: External link] charges – through its $6.4 billion purchase of RCA. Following the acquisition by GE (which later liquidated RCA), Bob Wright[image: External link] served as chief executive officer[image: External link] of NBC, remaining in that position until his retirement in 2007, when he was succeeded by Jeff Zucker[image: External link]. In 2003, French media company Vivendi[image: External link] merged its entertainment assets with GE, forming NBC Universal. Comcast purchased a controlling interest in the company in 2011, and acquired General Electric's remaining stake in 2013.[1] Following the Comcast merger, Zucker left NBC Universal and was replaced as CEO by Comcast executive Steve Burke[image: External link].

NBC has thirteen owned-and-operated stations[image: External link] and nearly 200 affiliates throughout the United States and its territories, some of which are also available in Canada via pay-television providers or in border areas[image: External link] over-the-air; NBC also maintains brand licensing agreements for international channels in South Korea[image: External link] and Germany.[2]
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 Earliest stations: WEAF and WJZ




During a period of early broadcast business consolidation, radio manufacturer Radio Corporation of America[image: External link] (RCA) acquired New York City radio station WEAF[image: External link] from American Telephone & Telegraph[image: External link] (AT&T). Westinghouse[image: External link], a shareholder in RCA, had a competing outlet in Newark, New Jersey[image: External link] pioneer station WJZ[image: External link] (no relation to the radio[image: External link] and television[image: External link] station in Baltimore[image: External link] currently using those call letters), which also served as the flagship[image: External link] for a loosely structured network. This station was transferred from Westinghouse to RCA in 1923, and moved to New York City.[3]

WEAF acted as a laboratory for AT&T's manufacturing and supply outlet Western Electric[image: External link], whose products included transmitters and antennas. The Bell System[image: External link], AT&T's telephone utility, was developing technologies to transmit voice- and music-grade audio over short and long distances, using both wireless and wired methods. The 1922 creation of WEAF offered a research-and-development center for those activities. WEAF maintained a regular schedule of radio programs, including some of the first commercially sponsored programs, and was an immediate success. In an early example of "chain" or "networking" broadcasting, the station linked with Outlet Company[image: External link]-owned WJAR[image: External link] in Providence, Rhode Island[image: External link]; and with AT&T's station in Washington, D.C., WCAP[image: External link].

New parent RCA saw an advantage in sharing programming, and after getting a license for radio station WRC[image: External link] in Washington, D.C., in 1923, attempted to transmit audio between cities via low-quality telegraph[image: External link] lines. AT&T refused outside companies access to its high-quality phone lines. The early effort fared poorly, since the uninsulated telegraph lines were susceptible to atmospheric and other electrical interference.

In 1925, AT&T decided that WEAF and its embryonic network were incompatible with the company's primary goal of providing a telephone service. AT&T offered to sell the station to RCA in a deal that included the right to lease AT&T's phone lines for network transmission.[4]
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 Red and Blue Networks




Main articles: NBC Red Network[image: External link] and Blue Network[image: External link]


RCA spent $1 million to purchase WEAF and Washington sister station WCAP, shut down the latter station, and merged its facilities with surviving station WRC; in late 1926, it subsequently announced the creation of a new division known as the National Broadcasting Company.[5] The division's ownership was split among RCA (a majority partner at 50%), its founding corporate parent General Electric[image: External link] (which owned 30%) and Westinghouse (which owned the remaining 20%). NBC officially started broadcasting on November 15, 1926.

WEAF and WJZ, the flagships of the two earlier networks, were operated side-by-side for about a year as part of the new NBC. On January 1, 1927, NBC formally divided their respective marketing strategies: the "Red Network[image: External link]" offered commercially sponsored entertainment and music programming; the "Blue Network[image: External link]" mostly carried sustaining – or non-sponsored – broadcasts, especially news and cultural programs. Various histories of NBC suggest the color designations for the two networks came from the color of the pushpins[image: External link] NBC engineers used to designate affiliates of WEAF (red) and WJZ (blue), or from the use of double-ended red and blue colored pencils.

On April 5, 1927, NBC expanded to the West Coast with the launch of the NBC Orange Network, also known as the Pacific Coast Network. This was followed by the debut of the NBC Gold Network, also known as the Pacific Gold Network, on October 18, 1931. The Orange Network carried Red Network programming, and the Gold Network carried programming from the Blue Network. Initially, the Orange Network recreated Eastern Red Network programming for West Coast stations at KPO[image: External link] in San Francisco. The Orange Network name was removed from use in 1936, and the network's affiliate[image: External link] stations became part of the Red Network. At the same time, the Gold Network became part of the Blue Network. In the 1930s, NBC also developed a network for shortwave[image: External link] radio stations, called the NBC White Network.

In 1927, NBC moved its operations to 711 Fifth Avenue in Manhattan[image: External link], occupying the upper floors of a building designed by architect Floyd Brown.[6] The space that NBC occupied was designed by Raymond Hood[image: External link], who based the appearance of its multiple studio facilities on "a Gothic church, the Roman forum, a Louis XIV[image: External link] room and, in a space devoted to jazz, something 'wildly futuristic, with plenty of color in bizarre designs.'"[6] NBC outgrew the Fifth Avenue facilities in 1933.[6]

In 1930, General Electric was charged with antitrust[image: External link] violations, resulting in the company's decision to divest itself of RCA. The newly separate company signed leases to move its corporate headquarters into the new Rockefeller Center[image: External link] in 1931. John D. Rockefeller, Jr.[image: External link], founder and financier of Rockefeller Center, arranged the deal with GE chairman Owen D. Young[image: External link] and RCA president David Sarnoff[image: External link]. When it moved into the complex in 1933, RCA became the lead tenant at 30 Rockefeller Plaza, known as the "RCA Building" (later the GE Building, now the Comcast Building), which housed NBC's production studios as well as theaters for RCA-owned RKO Pictures[image: External link].[7]
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 Chimes




Main article: NBC chimes[image: External link]


The iconic three-note NBC chimes[image: External link] came about after several years of development. The three-note sequence, G-E'-C', was first heard over Red Network affiliate WSB[image: External link] in Atlanta[image: External link],[8] with a second inversion[image: External link] C Major triad[image: External link] as its outline. An executive at NBC's New York headquarters heard the WSB version of the notes during the networked broadcast of a Georgia Tech football[image: External link] game and asked permission to use it on the national network. NBC started to use the chimes sequence in 1931, and it eventually became the first audio trademark[image: External link] to be accepted by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office[image: External link].[9][10]

A variant sequence with an additional note, G-E'-C'-G, known as "the fourth chime", was used during significant events of extreme urgency (including during World War II, especially in the wake of the December 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor[image: External link]; on D-Day[image: External link] and during disasters). The NBC chimes were mechanized in 1932 by Rangertone founder Richard H. Ranger[image: External link]; their purpose was to send a low-level signal of constant amplitude that would be heard by the various switching stations manned by NBC and AT&T engineers, and to be used as a system cue for switching individual stations between the Red and Blue network feeds. Contrary to popular legend, the G-E'-C' notes were not originally intended to reference to the General Electric Company (an early shareholder in NBC's founding parent RCA and whose Schenectady, New York[image: External link] radio station, WGY[image: External link], was an early affiliate of NBC Red). The three-note sequence remains in use by the NBC television network, most notably incorporated into the John Williams[image: External link]-composed theme music used by NBC News, "The Mission[image: External link]" (first composed in 1985 for NBC Nightly News[image: External link]).


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 New beginnings: The Blue Network becomes ABC




Further information: Blue Network[image: External link] and American Broadcasting Company[image: External link]


In 1934, the Mutual Broadcasting System[image: External link] filed a complaint to the Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] (FCC), following the government agency's creation, claiming it ran into difficulties trying to establish new radio stations in a market largely controlled by NBC and the Columbia Broadcasting System ( CBS[image: External link]). In 1938, the FCC began a series of investigations into the monopolistic[image: External link] effects of network broadcasting. A report published by the Commission in 1939 found that NBC's two networks and its owned-and-operated stations dominated audiences, affiliates and advertising in American radio; this led the Commission to file an order to RCA to divest itself of either NBC Red or NBC Blue.

After Mutual's appeals were rejected by the FCC, RCA filed its own appeal to overturn the divestiture order. However, in 1941, the company decided to sell NBC Blue in the event its appeal was denied. The Blue Network was formally named NBC Blue Network, Inc. and NBC Red became NBC Red Network, Inc. for corporate purposes. Both networks formally divorced their operations on January 8, 1942,[11] with the Blue Network being referred to on-air as either "Blue" or "Blue Network", and Blue Network Company, Inc. serving as its official corporate name. NBC Red, meanwhile, became known on-air as simply "NBC".[12] Investment firm Dillon, Read & Co.[image: External link] placed a $7.5 million bid for NBC Blue, an offer that was rejected by NBC executive Mark Woods and RCA president David Sarnoff[image: External link].

After losing on final appeal before the U.S. Supreme Court[image: External link] in May 1943, RCA sold Blue Network Company, Inc., for $8 million to the American Broadcasting System, a recently founded company owned by Life Savers[image: External link] magnate Edward J. Noble[image: External link]. After the sale was completed on October 12, 1943,[13] Noble acquired the rights to the Blue Network name, leases on landlines, the New York studios, two-and-a-half radio stations (WJZ in Newark/New York City; KGO[image: External link] in San Francisco and WENR in Chicago[image: External link], which shared a frequency with Prairie Farmer station WLS[image: External link]); contracts with actors; and agreements with around 60 affiliates. In turn, to comply with FCC radio station ownership limits of the time, Noble sold off his existing New York City radio station WMCA[image: External link]. Noble, who wanted a better name for the network, acquired the branding rights to the "American Broadcasting Company[image: External link]" name from George B. Storer[image: External link] in 1944. The Blue Network became ABC officially on June 15, 1945, after the sale was completed.[4][14][15]
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Main article: NBC Radio Network[image: External link]


NBC became home to many of the most popular performers and programs on the air. Al Jolson[image: External link], Jack Benny[image: External link], Edgar Bergen[image: External link], Bob Hope[image: External link], Fred Allen[image: External link], and Burns and Allen[image: External link] called NBC home, as did Arturo Toscanini[image: External link]'s NBC Symphony Orchestra[image: External link], which the network helped him create. Other programs featured on the network included Vic and Sade[image: External link], Fibber McGee and Molly[image: External link], The Great Gildersleeve[image: External link] (arguably broadcasting's first spin-off[image: External link] program, from Fibber McGee), One Man's Family[image: External link], Ma Perkins[image: External link] and Death Valley Days[image: External link]. NBC stations were often the most powerful, and some occupied unique clear-channel[image: External link] national frequencies, reaching hundreds or thousands of miles at night.

In the late 1940s, rival CBS gained ground by allowing radio stars to use their own production companies to produce programs, which became a profitable move for much of its talent. In the early years of radio, stars and programs commonly hopped between networks when their short-term contracts expired. During 1948 and 1949, beginning with the nation's top radio star, Jack Benny, many NBC performers – including Edgar Bergen and Charlie McCarthy[image: External link], Burns and Allen and Frank Sinatra – jumped to CBS.

In addition, NBC stars began migrating to television, including comedian Milton Berle[image: External link], whose Texaco Star Theater[image: External link] on the network became television's first major hit. Conductor Arturo Toscanini[image: External link] conducted the NBC Symphony Orchestra[image: External link] in ten television concerts on NBC between 1948 and 1952. The concerts were broadcast on both television and radio, in what perhaps was the first such instance of simulcasting[image: External link]. Two of the concerts were historic firsts – the first complete telecast of Beethoven's Symphony No. 9[image: External link], and the first complete telecast of Verdi[image: External link]'s Aida[image: External link] (starring Herva Nelli[image: External link] and Richard Tucker[image: External link]), performed in concert rather than with scenery and costumes.

Aiming to keep classic radio alive as television matured, and to challenge CBS's Sunday night radio lineup, which featured much of the programs and talent that had moved to that network following the defection of Jack Benny to CBS, NBC launched The Big Show[image: External link] in November 1950. This 90-minute variety show updated radio's earliest musical variety style with sophisticated comedy and dramatic presentations. Featuring stage legend Tallulah Bankhead[image: External link] as hostess, it lured prestigious entertainers, including Fred Allen, Groucho Marx[image: External link], Lauritz Melchior[image: External link], Ethel Barrymore[image: External link], Louis Armstrong[image: External link], Ethel Merman[image: External link], Bob Hope, Danny Thomas[image: External link], Douglas Fairbanks, Jr.[image: External link] and Ella Fitzgerald. However, The Big Show's initial success did not last despite critical praise, as most of its potential listeners were increasingly becoming television viewers. The show lasted two years, with NBC losing around $1 million on the project (the network was only able to sell advertising time during the middle half-hour of the program each week).

NBC's last major radio programming push, beginning on June 12, 1955, was Monitor[image: External link], a creation of NBC President Sylvester "Pat" Weaver[image: External link], who also created the innovative programs Today[image: External link], The Tonight Show[image: External link] and Home for the companion television network. Monitor was a continuous all-weekend mixture of music, news, interviews and features, with a variety of hosts including well-known television personalities Dave Garroway[image: External link], Hugh Downs[image: External link], Ed McMahon[image: External link], Joe Garagiola[image: External link] and Gene Rayburn[image: External link]. The potpourri show tried to keep vintage radio alive by featuring segments from Jim and Marian Jordan (in character as Fibber McGee and Molly); Peg Lynch[image: External link]'s dialog comedy Ethel and Albert[image: External link] (with Alan Bunce); and iconoclastic satirist Henry Morgan[image: External link]. Monitor was a success for a number of years, but after the mid-1960s, local stations, especially those in larger markets, were reluctant to break from their established formats to run non-conforming network programming. One exception was Toscanini: The Man Behind the Legend, a weekly series commemorating the great conductor's NBC broadcasts and recordings which ran for several years beginning in 1963.[16] After Monitor ended its 20-year run on January 26, 1975, little remained of NBC network radio beyond hourly newscasts and news features, and Sunday morning religious program The Eternal Light[image: External link].
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On June 18, 1975, NBC launched the NBC News and Information Service (NIS), which provided up to 55 minutes of news per hour around the clock to local stations that wanted to adopt an all-news radio[image: External link] format. NBC carried the service on WRC in Washington, and on its owned-and-operated FM stations in New York City, Chicago and San Francisco. NIS attracted several dozen subscribing stations, but by the fall of 1976, NBC determined that it could not project that the service would ever become profitable and gave its affiliates six months' notice that it would be discontinued. NIS ended operations on May 29, 1977. In 1979, NBC launched The Source, a modestly successful secondary network providing news and short features to FM[image: External link] rock[image: External link] stations.[4]

The NBC Radio Network also pioneered personal advice call-in national talk radio[image: External link] with a satellite-distributed evening talk show, TalkNet; the program featured Bruce Williams (providing personal financial advice), Bernard Meltzer (personal and financial advice) and Sally Jessy Raphael[image: External link] (personal and romantic advice). While never much of a ratings success, TalkNet nonetheless helped further the national talk radio format. For affiliates, many of them struggling AM stations, TalkNet helped fill evening time slots with free programming, allowing the stations to sell local advertising in a dynamic format without the cost associated with producing local programming. Some in the industry feared this trend would lead to increasing control of radio content by networks and syndicators.

General Electric acquired RCA in 1986, and with it NBC, signaling the beginning of the end of NBC Radio. Three factors led to the radio division's demise: GE decided that radio did not fit its strategy, while the radio division had not been profitable for many years. In addition, FCC ownership rules at the time prevented companies acquiring broadcast properties from owning both a radio and television division. In the summer of 1987, GE sold NBC Radio's network operations to Westwood One[image: External link], and sold off the NBC-owned stations to various buyers. By 1990, the NBC Radio Network as an independent programming service was pretty much dissolved, becoming a brand name for content produced by Westwood One, and ultimately by, ironically, CBS Radio[image: External link]. The Mutual Broadcasting System, which Westwood One had acquired two years earlier, met the same fate, and essentially merged with NBC Radio.

GE's divestiture of NBC's entire radio division was the first cannon shot of what would play out in the national broadcast media, as each of the Big Three broadcast networks were soon acquired by other corporate entities. NBC was a particularly noteworthy case in that it was the first to be acquired – and was bought by a conglomerate outside the broadcast industry as GE otherwise primarily served as a manufacturing company. Prior to the GE acquisition, NBC operated its radio division partly out of tradition, and partly to meet its then-FCC-mandated requirement to distribute programming for the public good (the broadcast airwaves are owned by the public; as that broadcast spectrum is limited and only so many broadcast stations existed, this served as the basis for government regulation requiring broadcasters to provide certain content that meets the needs of the public). Syndicators such as Westwood One were not subject to such rules as they did not own any stations. GE's divestiture of NBC Radio – known as "America's First Network" – in many ways marked the "beginning of the end" of the old era of regulated broadcasting and the ushering in of the new, largely unregulated industry that is present today.

By the late 1990s, Westwood One was producing NBC Radio-branded newscasts on weekday mornings. These were discontinued in 1999 (along with Mutual branded newscasts), and the few remaining NBC Radio Network affiliates became affiliates of CNN Radio[image: External link], carrying the Westwood-owned service's hourly newscasts 24 hours a day. In 2003, Westwood One began distributing NBC News Radio, a new service featuring minute-long news updates read by television anchors and reporters from NBC News and MSNBC, with content written by Westwood One employees.
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On March 1, 2012, Dial Global[image: External link] announced that it would discontinue CNN Radio, and replace it with an expansion of NBC News Radio on April 1, 2012. This marked the first time since Westwood One's purchase of NBC Radio and its properties that NBC would have a 24-hour presence on radio. A previous program, First Light, placed new emphasis on the NBC brand after diminishing it over the years. With the change, NBC News Radio expanded its offerings from 60-second news updates airing only on weekdays to feature two hourly full-length newscasts 24 hours a day. Subsequently, on September 4, 2012, Dial Global launched a sports-talk radio service, NBC Sports Radio[image: External link].

NBC News Radio[image: External link] has been distributed by iHeartMedia[image: External link] and its TTWN Networks since July 2016. It is provided to the network's 24/7 News Source affiliates and includes a top of the hour newscast along with other audio content which is heard on over 1000 radio stations.[17]
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For many years, NBC was closely identified with David Sarnoff, who used it as a vehicle to sell consumer electronics. RCA and Sarnoff had captured the spotlight by introducing all-electronic television to the public at the 1939–40 New York World's Fair[image: External link], simultaneously initiating a regular schedule of programs on the NBC-RCA television station in New York City. President Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] appeared at the fair before the NBC camera, becoming the first U.S. president to appear on television on April 30, 1939 (an actual, off-the-monitor photograph[image: External link] of the FDR telecast is available at the David Sarnoff Library). The broadcast was transmitted by NBC's New York television station W2XBS[image: External link] Channel 1[image: External link] (later WNBC-TV; now WNBC[image: External link], channel 4) and was seen by about 1,000 viewers within the station's roughly 40-mile (64 km) coverage area from its transmitter at the Empire State Building[image: External link].

The following day (May 1), four models of RCA television sets went on sale to the general public in various department stores around New York City, which were promoted in a series of splashy newspaper ads.[18] DuMont Laboratories[image: External link] (and others) had actually offered the first home sets in 1938 in anticipation of NBC's announced April 1939 television launch. Later in 1939, NBC took its cameras to professional football and baseball games in the New York City area, establishing many "firsts" in television broadcasting.

Reportedly, the first NBC Television "network" program was broadcast on January 12, 1940, when a play titled Meet The Wife was originated at the W2XBS studios at Rockefeller Center and rebroadcast by W2XB/W2XAF (now WRGB[image: External link]) in Schenectady, which received the New York station directly off-air from a tower atop a mountain and relayed the live signal to the Capital District[image: External link]. About this time, occasional special events were also broadcast in Philadelphia[image: External link] (over W3XE, later called WPTZ, now known as KYW-TV[image: External link]) as well as Schenectady. The most ambitious NBC television "network" program of the pre-war era was the telecast of the Republican National Convention[image: External link] held in Philadelphia in the summer of 1940, which was fed live to the New York City and Schenectady stations.[19] However, despite major promotion by RCA, television sales in New York during 1939 and 1940 were disappointing, primarily due to the high cost of the sets, and the lack of compelling regularly scheduled programming. Most sets were sold to bars, hotels and other public places, where the general public viewed special sports and news events. One special event was Franklin D. Roosevelt's second and final appearance on live television, when his speech at Madison Square Garden on October 28, 1940, was telecast over W2XBS to receivers in the New York City area.[20]

Television's experimental period ended, as the FCC allowed full-fledged commercial television broadcasts to begin on July 1, 1941. NBC station W2XBS in New York City received the first commercial license, adopting the call letters WNBT. The first official, paid television advertisement broadcast by any U.S. station was for watch manufacturer Bulova[image: External link], which aired that day, just before the start of a Brooklyn Dodgers[image: External link] baseball telecast on WNBT. The ad consisted of test pattern[image: External link], featuring the newly assigned WNBT call letters, which was modified to resemble a clock – complete with functioning hands – with the Bulova logo (featuring the phrase "Bulova Watch Time") in the lower right-hand quadrant of the test pattern (a photograph of the NBC camera setting up the test pattern-advertisement for that ad can be seen at this page[image: External link]). Among the programs that aired during the first week of WNBT's new, commercial schedule was The Sunoco News, a simulcast of the Sun Oil[image: External link]-sponsored NBC Radio program anchored by Lowell Thomas[image: External link]; amateur boxing at Jamaica Arena[image: External link]; the Eastern Clay Courts tennis championships; programming from the USO[image: External link]; the spelling bee[image: External link]-type game show Words on the Wing; a few feature films; and a one-time-only, test broadcast of the game show Truth or Consequences[image: External link], sponsored by Lever Brothers[image: External link].[21]

Prior to the first commercial television broadcasts and paid advertisements on WNBT, non-paid television advertising existed on an experimental basis dating back to 1930. NBC's earliest non-paid television commercials may have been those seen during the first Major League Baseball[image: External link] game ever telecast, between the Brooklyn Dodgers and Cincinnati Reds[image: External link], on August 26, 1939 over W2XBS. In order to secure the rights to televise the game, NBC allowed each of the Dodgers' regular radio sponsors at the time to have one commercial during the telecast. The ads were conducted by Dodgers announcer Red Barber: for Ivory Soap[image: External link], he held up a bar of the product; for Mobilgas[image: External link] he put on a filling station attendant's cap while giving his spiel; and for Wheaties[image: External link] he poured a bowl of the product, added milk and bananas, and took a big spoonful.[22] Limited, commercial programming continued until the U.S. entered World War II. Telecasts were curtailed in the early years of the war, then expanded as NBC began to prepare for full-time service upon the end of the war. Even before the war concluded, a few programs were sent from New York City to affiliated stations in Philadelphia ( WPTZ[image: External link]) and Albany[image: External link]/Schenectady (WRGB) on a regular weekly schedule beginning in 1944, the first of which is generally considered to be the pioneering special interest/documentary show The Voice of Firestone Televues, a television offshoot of The Voice of Firestone[image: External link], a mainstay on NBC radio since 1928, which was transmitted from New York City to Philadelphia and Schenectady on a regular, weekly basis beginning on April 10, 1944.[23] The series is considered to be the NBC television network's first regularly scheduled program.

On V-E Day[image: External link], May 8, 1945, WNBT broadcast several hours of news coverage, and remotes from around New York City. This event was promoted in advance by NBC with a direct-mail card sent to television set owners in the New York area.[24] At one point, a WNBT camera placed atop the marquee of the Hotel Astor[image: External link] panned the crowd below celebrating the end of the war in Europe.[25] The vivid coverage was a prelude to television's rapid growth after the war ended.

The NBC television network grew from its initial post-war lineup of four stations. The 1947 World Series[image: External link] featured two New York City area teams (the Yankees[image: External link] and the Dodgers), and television sales boomed locally, since the games were being telecast in the New York market. Additional stations along the East Coast and in the Midwest were connected by coaxial cable through the late 1940s, and in September 1951 the first transcontinental telecasts took place.

The post-war 1940s and early 1950s brought success for NBC in the new medium. Television's first major star, Milton Berle, whose Texaco Star Theatre began in June 1948, drew the first large audiences to NBC Television. Under its innovative president, Sylvester "Pat" Weaver, the network launched Today and The Tonight Show, which would bookend the broadcast day for over 50 years, and which still lead their competitors. Weaver, who also launched the genre of periodic 90-minute network "spectaculars", network-produced motion pictures[image: External link] and the live 90-minute Sunday afternoon series Wide Wide World[image: External link], left the network in 1955 in a dispute with its chairman David Sarnoff, who subsequently named his son Robert Sarnoff as president.

In 1951, NBC commissioned Italian-American composer Gian Carlo Menotti[image: External link] to compose the first opera ever written for television; Menotti came up with Amahl and the Night Visitors[image: External link], a 45-minute work for which he wrote both music and libretto, about a disabled shepherd boy who meets the Three Wise Men[image: External link] and is miraculously cured when he offers his crutch to the newborn Christ Child[image: External link]. It was such a stunning success that it was repeated every year on NBC from 1951 to 1966, when a dispute between Menotti and NBC ended the broadcasts. However, by 1978, Menotti and NBC had patched things up, and an all-new production of the opera, filmed partly on location in the Middle East, was telecast that year.
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Main article: Color television[image: External link]


While rivals CBS and the DuMont Television Network[image: External link] also had plans to begin offering color television broadcasts, RCA convinced the FCC to approve its color system in December 1953. NBC was ready with color programming within days of the Commission's decision. NBC began the transition with a few shows in 1954, and broadcast its first program to air all episodes in color beginning that summer, The Marriage[image: External link].

In 1955, NBC broadcast a live production in color of Peter Pan[image: External link], a new Broadway[image: External link] musical adaptation of J. M. Barrie[image: External link]'s beloved play, on the Producers' Showcase[image: External link] anthology series, The first such telecast of its kind, the broadcast starred the musical's entire original cast, led by Mary Martin[image: External link] as Peter and Cyril Ritchard[image: External link] in a dual role as Mr. Darling and Captain Hook[image: External link]. The broadcast drew the highest ratings for a television program for that period. It was so successful that NBC restaged it as a live broadcast a mere ten months later; in 1960, long after Producers' Showcase had ended its run, Peter Pan, with most of the 1955 cast, was restaged again, this time as a standalone special[image: External link], and was videotaped so that it would no longer have to be performed live on television.

In 1956, NBC started a subsidiary, California National Productions[image: External link] (CNP), for merchandising, syndication and NBC opera company operations with the production of Silent Services.[26] By 1957, NBC planned to remove the opera company from CNP and[26] CNP was in discussion with MGM Television[image: External link] about handling syndication distribution for MGM series.[26]

During a National Association of Broadcasters[image: External link] meeting in Chicago in 1956, NBC announced that its owned-and-operated station in that market, WNBQ (now WMAQ-TV[image: External link]), had become the first television station in the country to broadcast its programming in color (airing at least six hours of color broadcasts each day). In 1959, NBC premiered a televised version of the radio program The Bell Telephone Hour[image: External link], which aired in color from its debut; the program would continue on the NBC television network for nine more years until it ended in 1968.

In 1961, NBC approached Walt Disney about acquiring the rights to his anthology series[image: External link], offering to produce the program in color. Disney was in the midst of negotiating a new contract to keep the program (then known as Walt Disney Presents) on ABC, however ABC president Leonard Goldenson[image: External link] said that it could not counter the offer, as the network did not have the technical and financial resources to carry the program in color. Disney subsequently struck a deal with NBC, which began airing the anthology series in the format in September 1961 (as Walt Disney's Wonderful World of Color). As many of the Disney programs that aired in black-and-white on ABC were actually filmed in color, they could easily be re-aired in the format on the NBC broadcasts. In January 1962, NBC's telecast of the Rose Bowl[image: External link] became the first college football[image: External link] game ever to be telecast in color.

By 1963, much of NBC's prime time[image: External link] schedule was presented in color, although some popular series (such as The Man from U.N.C.L.E.[image: External link], which premiered in late 1964) were broadcast in black-and-white for their entire first season. In the fall of 1965, NBC was broadcasting 95% of its prime time schedule in color (with the exceptions of I Dream of Jeannie[image: External link] and Convoy[image: External link]), and began billing itself as "The Full Color Network." Without television sets to sell, rival networks followed more slowly, finally committing to an all-color lineup in prime time in the 1966–67 season[image: External link]. Days of Our Lives[image: External link] became the first soap opera to premiere in color, when it debuted in November 1965.

NBC contracted with Universal Studios[image: External link] in 1964 to produce the first feature-length film produced for television, See How They Run[image: External link], which first aired on October 17, 1964; its second television movie, The Hanged Man[image: External link], aired six weeks later on November 28. Even while the presentations performed well in the ratings, NBC did not broadcast another made-for-TV film for two years.[27]

In 1967, NBC reached a deal with Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer[image: External link] (MGM) to acquire the broadcast rights to the classic 1939 film The Wizard of Oz[image: External link]. CBS, which had televised the film annually since 1956, refused to meet MGM's increased fee to renew its television rights. Oz had been, up to then, one of the few programs that CBS had telecast in color. However, by 1967, color broadcasts had become standard on television, and the film simply became another title in the list of specials that NBC telecast in the format. The film's showings on NBC were distinctive as it televised The Wizard of Oz without a hosted introduction, as CBS had long done; it was also slightly edited for time in order to make room to air more commercials. Despite the cuts, however, it continued to score excellent television ratings in those pre-VCR days, as audiences were generally unable to see the film any other way at that time. NBC aired The Wizard of Oz each year from 1968 to 1976, when CBS, realizing that they may have committed a colossal blunder by letting a huge ratings success like Oz go to another network, agreed to pay MGM more money to re-acquire the rights to show the film.

The late 1960s brought big changes in the programming practices of the major television networks. As baby boomers[image: External link] reached adulthood, NBC, CBS and ABC began to realize that much of their existing programming had not only been running for years, but had audiences that skewed older. In order to attract the large youth population that was highly attractive to advertisers, the networks moved to clean house of a number of veteran shows. In NBC's case, this included programs like The Bell Telephone Hour and Sing Along With Mitch[image: External link], which both had an average viewer age of 50. During this period, the networks came to define adults between the ages of 18 and 49 as their main target audience, although depending on the show, this could be subdivided into other age demos: 35–45, 18–25 or 18–35. Regardless of the exact target demographic, the general idea was to appeal to viewers who were not close to retirement age and to modernize television programming, which the networks felt overall was stuck in a 1950s mentality, to closely resemble contemporary American society.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1970s doldrums




The 1970s started strongly for NBC thanks to hits like Adam-12[image: External link], Rowan & Martin's Laugh-In[image: External link], Ironside[image: External link], The Dean Martin Show[image: External link] and The Flip Wilson Show[image: External link]. However, despite the success of such new shows as the NBC Mystery Movie[image: External link], Sanford and Son[image: External link], Chico and the Man[image: External link], Little House on the Prairie[image: External link], The Midnight Special[image: External link], The Rockford Files[image: External link], Police Woman[image: External link] and Emergency![image: External link], as well as continued success from veterans like The Tonight Show Starring Johnny Carson[image: External link] and The Wonderful World of Disney[image: External link], the network entered a slump in the middle of the decade. Disney, in particular, saw its ratings nosedive once CBS put 60 Minutes[image: External link] up against the program in the Sunday 7:00 p.m. time slot in the 1975–76 season[image: External link].

In 1974, under new president Herb Schlosser, the network tried to attract younger viewers with a series of costly movies, miniseries[image: External link] and specials. This failed to attract the desirable 18–34 demographic, and simultaneously alienated older viewers.[28] None of the new prime-time shows that NBC introduced in the fall of 1975 earned a second season renewal, all failing in the face of established competition. The network's lone breakout success that season was the groundbreaking late-night comedy/variety show, NBC's Saturday Night – which would be renamed Saturday Night Live in 1976, after the cancellation of a Howard Cosell-hosted program of the same title[image: External link] on ABC – which replaced reruns of The Tonight Show that previously aired in its Saturday time slot.

In 1978, Schlosser was promoted to executive vice president at RCA,[29] and a desperate NBC lured Fred Silverman[image: External link] away from top-rated ABC to turn its fortunes around. With the notable exceptions of CHiPs[image: External link], Diff'rent Strokes[image: External link] and its spin-off The Facts of Life[image: External link], Real People[image: External link] and the miniseries Shōgun[image: External link], Silverman was unable to pull out a hit. Failures accumulated rapidly under his watch (such as Hello, Larry[image: External link], Supertrain[image: External link], Pink Lady and Jeff[image: External link], The Krofft Superstar Hour[image: External link] and The Waverly Wonders[image: External link]). Ironically, many of them were beaten in the ratings by shows that Silverman had greenlit during his previous tenures at CBS and ABC.

During this time, several longtime affiliates also defected from NBC in markets such as Atlanta[image: External link] ( WSB-TV[image: External link]), Baltimore[image: External link] ( WBAL-TV[image: External link]), Baton Rouge[image: External link] ( WBRZ-TV[image: External link]), Charlotte[image: External link] ( WSOC-TV[image: External link]), Dayton[image: External link] ( WDTN[image: External link]), Indianapolis[image: External link] ( WRTV[image: External link]), Jacksonville[image: External link] ( WTLV[image: External link]), Minneapolis-St. Paul[image: External link] ( KSTP-TV[image: External link]), San Diego[image: External link] ( KGTV[image: External link]), Schenectady (WRGB) and Wheeling[image: External link] ( WTRF-TV[image: External link]). Most were wooed away by ABC, which had lifted out of last place to become the #1 network during the late 1970s and early 1980s, while WBAL-TV, WRGB and WTRF-TV went to CBS; WBAL-TV was originally to go to ABC, but the station decided against it because ABC's evening newscasts[image: External link] had attracted ratings too dismal for them to consider doing so.[30][31] In the case of WSB-TV and WSOC-TV, which have both since become ABC affiliates, both stations were (and remain) under common ownership with Cox Enterprises[image: External link], with its other NBC affiliate at the time, WIIC-TV in Pittsburgh[image: External link] (which would become WPXI[image: External link] in 1981 and also remains owned by Cox), only staying with the network because WIIC-TV itself was a distant third to CBS-affiliated powerhouse KDKA-TV[image: External link] and ABC affiliate WTAE-TV[image: External link] (KDKA-TV, owned at the time by Group W[image: External link] and now owned by CBS[image: External link], infamously passed up affiliating with NBC after Westinghouse[image: External link] bought the station from DuMont in 1954, leading to an acrimonious relationship between NBC and Westinghouse that lasted for years afterward). In markets such as San Diego, Charlotte and Jacksonville, NBC had little choice but to affiliate with a UHF[image: External link] station, with the San Diego station ( KNSD[image: External link]) eventually becoming an NBC O&O. In Wheeling, NBC ultimately upgraded its affiliation when it partnered with WTOV-TV[image: External link] in nearby Steubenville, Ohio[image: External link], overtaking former affiliate WTRF-TV in the ratings by a large margin. Other smaller television markets like Yuma, Arizona[image: External link] waited many years to get another local NBC affiliate (first with KIVA[image: External link], and later KYMA[image: External link]). The stations in Baltimore, Dayton and Jacksonville, however, have since rejoined the network.

After President Jimmy Carter[image: External link] pulled the U.S. team out of the 1980 Summer Olympics[image: External link], NBC canceled a planned 150 hours of coverage (which had cost $87 million for the broadcast rights), placing the network's future in doubt. It had been counting on the broadcasts to help promote its new fall shows, and had been estimated to pull in $170 million in advertising revenue.[32]

The press was merciless towards Silverman, but the two most savage attacks on his leadership came from within the network. The company that composed the promotional theme for NBC's "Proud as a Peacock[image: External link]" image campaign created a parody song called "Loud as a Peacock," which was broadcast on Don Imus[image: External link]' program on WNBC radio in New York. Its lyrics blamed Silverman for the network's problems ("The Peacock's dead, so thank you, Fred"). An angered Silverman ordered all remaining copies of the spoof destroyed, although some copies remain in circulation. Saturday Night Live writer and occasional performer Al Franken[image: External link] satirized Silverman in a sketch on the program titled "Limo for a Lame-O". Silverman later admitted he "never liked Al Franken to begin with", and the sketch ruined Franken's chance of succeeding Lorne Michaels[image: External link] as executive producer of SNL following his 1980 departure (with the position going to Jean Doumanian[image: External link], who was fired after one season following declining ratings and negative critical reviews. Michaels would later return to the show in 1985).[33]
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Fred Silverman resigned as entertainment president in the summer of 1981. Grant Tinker[image: External link], a highly regarded producer who co-founded MTM Enterprises[image: External link] with then-wife Mary Tyler Moore[image: External link], became president of the network and Brandon Tartikoff[image: External link] became president of the entertainment division. Tartikoff inherited a schedule full of aging dramas and very few sitcoms, but showed patience with promising programs. One such show was the critically acclaimed Hill Street Blues[image: External link], which suffered from poor ratings during its first season. Rather than canceling the show, he moved the Emmy Award[image: External link]-winning police drama from Steven Bochco[image: External link] to Thursdays, where its ratings improved dramatically. He used the same tactics with St. Elsewhere[image: External link] and Cheers[image: External link]. Shows like these were able to get the same ad revenue as their higher-rated competition because of their desirable demographics, upscale adults ages 18–34.[34] While the network claimed moderate successes with Gimme a Break![image: External link], Silver Spoons[image: External link], Knight Rider[image: External link] and Remington Steele[image: External link], its biggest hit during this period was The A-Team[image: External link], which, at 10th place, was the network's only program to rank in the Nielsen[image: External link] Top-20 for the 1982–83 season[image: External link], and ascended to third place the following year. These shows helped NBC through the disastrous 1983–84 season[image: External link], which saw none of its nine new fall shows gaining a second year.[35]

In February 1982, NBC canceled Tom Snyder[image: External link]'s The Tomorrow Show[image: External link] and gave the 12:35 a.m. time slot to 34-year-old comedian David Letterman[image: External link]. Though Letterman was unsuccessful with his weekday morning talk show effort[image: External link] for the network (which debuted on June 23, 1980), Late Night with David Letterman[image: External link] proved much more successful, lasting for 11 years and serving as the launching pad for another late-night talk franchise[image: External link] that continues to this day.

In 1984, the huge success of The Cosby Show[image: External link] led to a renewed interest in sitcoms, while Family Ties[image: External link] and Cheers, both of which premiered in 1982 to mediocre ratings (the latter ranking at near dead last among all network shows during the 1982–83 season), saw their viewership increase from having Cosby as a lead-in. The network rose from third place to second in the ratings during the 1984–85 season[image: External link] and reached first place in 1985–86[image: External link], with hits The Golden Girls[image: External link], Miami Vice[image: External link], 227[image: External link], Night Court[image: External link], Highway to Heaven[image: External link] and Hunter[image: External link]. The network's upswing continued late into the decade with ALF[image: External link], Amen[image: External link], Matlock[image: External link], L.A. Law[image: External link], The Hogan Family[image: External link], A Different World[image: External link], Empty Nest[image: External link], Unsolved Mysteries[image: External link] and In the Heat of the Night[image: External link]. In 1986, Bob Wright[image: External link] was appointed as chairman of NBC.

In the fall of 1987, NBC conceived a syndication package for its owned-and-operated stations, under the brand "Prime Time Begins at 7:30", consisting of five sitcoms that each aired once a week, and were produced by various production companies contracted by NBC. The series included Marblehead Manor[image: External link] (from Paramount Television[image: External link], airing Mondays), centering on a mansion owner and the people who live with him;[36] She's the Sheriff[image: External link] (from Lorimar-Telepictures[image: External link] and airing Tuesdays), a comeback vehicle for Suzanne Somers[image: External link] which cast her as a widowed county sheriff;[36] a series adapted from the George S. Kaufman[image: External link] play You Can't Take It with You[image: External link] (airing Wednesdays), starring Harry Morgan[image: External link]; Out of This World[image: External link] (from MCA Television[image: External link] and airing Thursdays), which starred Maureen Flannigan[image: External link] as a teenager born to an alien father and human mother that develops supernatural abilities on her 15th birthday;[37] and a revival of the short-lived 1983 NBC series We Got It Made[image: External link] (produced by Fred Silverman[image: External link] for MGM Television[image: External link] and closing out the week on Fridays), as part of an ongoing trend at the time in which former network series were revived in first-run syndication.[37]

The package was aimed at attracting viewers to NBC stations in the half-hour preceding prime time (8:00 p.m. in the Eastern[image: External link] and Pacific Time Zone[image: External link], 7:00 p.m. elsewhere),[37][38] and was conceived as a result of the FCC's loosening of the Prime Time Access Rule[image: External link], legislation passed in 1971 that required networks to turn over the 7:30 p.m. (Eastern) time slot to local stations to program local or syndicated content; and the relaxation of the Financial Interest and Syndication Rules[image: External link], which had prevented networks from producing content from their own syndication units to fill the void.[38] The shows that were part of the package were regularly outrated in many markets by such syndicated game shows as Wheel of Fortune[image: External link], Jeopardy![image: External link] and Hollywood Squares[image: External link]. Marblehead Manor, We Got It Made and You Can't Take It With You were cancelled at the end of the 1987–88 season, with She's the Sheriff lasting one more season in weekend syndication before its cancellation. Out of This World ran for three additional seasons, airing mainly on weekends, and was the most successful of the five series.

NBC aired the first of eight consecutive Summer Olympic Games[image: External link] broadcasts when it covered the 1988 Games[image: External link] in Seoul[image: External link], South Korea[image: External link]. The 1988–89 season[image: External link] saw NBC have an astonishing 18 series in Nielsen's year-end Top 30 most-watched network programs; it also ranked at first place in the weekly ratings for more than 12 months, an unprecedented achievement that has not been duplicated since. The network continued its hot streak into the early 1990s with new hits such as The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air[image: External link], Blossom[image: External link] and Law & Order[image: External link].
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 "Must See TV"




Main article: Must See TV[image: External link]


In 1991, Tartikoff left his role as NBC's President of Entertainment to take an executive position at Paramount Pictures[image: External link]. In the course of a decade, he had taken control of a network with no shows in the Nielsen Top 10 and left it with five. Tartikoff was succeeded by Warren Littlefield[image: External link], whose first years as entertainment president proved shaky as a result of most of the Tartikoff-era hits ending their runs. Some blamed Littlefield for losing David Letterman[image: External link] to CBS after naming Jay Leno[image: External link] as the successor to Johnny Carson[image: External link] on The Tonight Show, following the latter's retirement as host in May 1992. Things turned around with the launches of new hit series such as Mad About You[image: External link], Wings[image: External link], Sisters[image: External link], Frasier[image: External link], Friends[image: External link], ER[image: External link] and Will & Grace[image: External link].

One of Tartikoff's late acquisitions, Seinfeld[image: External link] initially struggled from its debut in 1989 as a summer series, but grew to become one of NBC's top-rated shows after it was moved to Thursdays in the time slot following Cheers. Seinfeld ended its run in 1998, becoming the latest overall television program in the U.S. to end its final season[image: External link] as the leader in the Nielsen ratings[image: External link] for a single television season. Consequently, Friends emerged as NBC's biggest television show after the 1998 Seinfeld final broadcast. It dominated the ratings, never leaving the top five watched shows of the year from its second through tenth seasons and landing on the number-one spot during season eight in the 2001–02 season[image: External link] as the latest sitcom in the U.S. to lead the annual Nielsen primetime television ratings. Cheers spinoff Frasier became a critical and commercial success, usually landing in the Nielsen Top 20 – although its ratings were overshadowed to a minor extent by Friends – and went on to win numerous Emmy Awards (eventually setting a record for a sitcom that lasted until it was overtaken by Modern Family[image: External link] in 2014). In 1994, the network began branding its strong Thursday night lineup, mainly in reference to the comedies airing in the first two hours, under the "Must See TV" tagline (which during the mid- and late 1990s, was also applied to NBC's comedy blocks on other nights, particularly on Tuesdays).

By the mid-1990s, NBC's sports division[image: External link], headed by Dick Ebersol[image: External link], had rights to three of the four major professional sports leagues (the NFL[image: External link], Major League Baseball[image: External link] and the NBA[image: External link]), the Olympics, and the national powerhouse Notre Dame Fighting Irish football[image: External link] team. The NBA on NBC enjoyed great success in the 1990s due in large part to the Chicago Bulls[image: External link]' run of six championships at the hands of superstar Michael Jordan[image: External link]. However, NBC Sports would suffer a major blow in 1998, when it lost the rights to the American Football Conference[image: External link] (AFC) to CBS[image: External link], which itself had lost rights to the National Football Conference[image: External link] (NFC) to Fox[image: External link] four years earlier;[39] the deal stripped NBC of National Football League[image: External link] (NFL) game telecasts after 59 years and AFC games after 36 years (dating back to its existence as the American Football League[image: External link] prior to its 1970 merger[image: External link] with the NFL).

Littlefield left NBC in 1998 to pursue a career as a television and film producer,[40] with the network subsequently going through three entertainment presidents in three years. Littlefield was replaced as president of NBC Entertainment by Scott Sassa[image: External link], who oversaw the development of such shows as The West Wing[image: External link], Law & Order: Special Victims Unit[image: External link] and Fear Factor[image: External link]. After Sassa was reassigned to NBC's West Coast Division, Garth Ancier[image: External link] was named as his replacement in 1999.[41] Jeff Zucker[image: External link] then succeeded Ancier as president of NBC Entertainment in 2000.[42]
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 New century, new problems




At the start of the 2000s, NBC's fortunes started to take a rapid turn for the worse. That year, NBC's longstanding ratings lead ended as CBS (which had languished in the ratings after losing the NFL) overtook it for first place. In 2001, CBS chose to move its hit reality series Survivor[image: External link] to serve as the anchor of its Thursday night lineup. Its success was taken as a suggestion that NBC's nearly two decades of dominance on Thursday nights could be broken; even so, the strength of Friends, Will & Grace, ER and Just Shoot Me![image: External link] (the latter of which saw its highest viewership following its move to that night in the 2000–01 season[image: External link]) helped the network continue to lead the Thursday ratings. Overall, NBC retook its first place lead that year, and spent much of the next four years (with the exception of the 2002–03 season[image: External link], when it was briefly jumped again by CBS for first) in the top spot.

On the other hand, NBC was stripped of the broadcast rights to two other major sports leagues: it lost Major League Baseball to Fox[image: External link] after the 2000 season (by that point, NBC only had alternating rights to the All-Star Game[image: External link], League Championship Series[image: External link] and World Series[image: External link]), and, later, the NBA to ABC[image: External link] after the 2001–02 season[image: External link]. After losing the NBA rights, NBC's major sports offerings were reduced to the Olympics (which in 2002[image: External link], expanded to include rights to the Winter Olympics[image: External link], as part of a contract that gave it the U.S. television rights to both the Summer and Winter Olympics through 2012[image: External link]), PGA Tour[image: External link] golf events and a floundering Notre Dame football program (however, it would eventually acquire the rights to the National Hockey League[image: External link] in May 2004).

In October 2001, NBC acquired Spanish-language network Telemundo[image: External link] from Liberty Media[image: External link] and Sony Pictures Entertainment[image: External link] for $2.7 billion, beating out other bidders including CBS/ Viacom[image: External link]. The deal was finalized in 2002.[43][44]

In 2003, French entertainment conglomerate Vivendi[image: External link] acquired a 49% interest in NBC from General Electric, integrating the company with Vivendi's various film, television and amusement properties (including Universal Pictures), under the integrated NBC Universal. In 2004, Zucker was promoted to the newly created position of president of NBC Universal Television Group. Kevin Reilly[image: External link] became the new president of NBC Entertainment.[45]

In 2004, NBC experienced a Three on a match[image: External link] scenario (Friends and Frasier ended their runs; Jerry Orbach[image: External link], who had played one of the most popular characters[image: External link] of its hit Law & Order, died suddenly later that year), and shortly afterward was left with several moderately rated shows and few true hits.[46] In particular, Friends spin-off Joey[image: External link], despite a relatively strong start, started to falter in the ratings during its second season. The 2004–05 season[image: External link] saw NBC become the first major network to air select dramas in letterbox[image: External link] over its analog broadcast feed; the move was done in the hopes of attracting new viewers, although the network saw only a slight boost.

In December 2005, NBC began its first week-long primetime game show event, Deal or No Deal[image: External link]; the series garnered high ratings, and returning as a weekly series in March 2006. Otherwise, the 2005–06[image: External link] season was one of the worst for NBC in three decades, with only one fall series, the sitcom My Name Is Earl[image: External link], surviving for a second season; the sole remaining anchor of the "Must See TV" lineup, Will & Grace also saw its ratings decline. That season, NBC's ratings freefalled to fourth place, behind a resurgent ABC, Fox (which would eventually become the most-watched U.S. broadcast network in the 2007–08 season) and top-rated CBS (which led for much of the remainder of the decade). During this time, all of the networks faced audience erosion from increased competition by cable television[image: External link], home video[image: External link], video games[image: External link] and the Internet[image: External link], with NBC being the hardest hit.

The 2006–07 season[image: External link] was a mixed bag for the network, with Deal or No Deal remaining strong and Heroes[image: External link] becoming a surprise hit on Monday nights, while the highly touted Studio 60 on the Sunset Strip[image: External link] (from West Wing creator Aaron Sorkin[image: External link]) lost a third of its premiere-night viewers by Week 6 and was eventually cancelled; two critically acclaimed sitcoms, The Office[image: External link] and 30 Rock[image: External link], also pulled in modest successes and went on to win the Emmy Award for Outstanding Comedy Series for four consecutive years. The network also regained the rights to the NFL after eight years that season when it acquired the Sunday Night Football[image: External link] package from ESPN[image: External link] (as part of a deal that also saw Monday Night Football[image: External link] move to ESPN from ABC). However, despite this, NBC remained at a very distant fourth place, barely ranking ahead of The CW[image: External link].

However, NBC did experience success with its summer schedule, despite its declining ratings during the main broadcast season. America's Got Talent[image: External link], a reality talent competition series that premiered in 2006, earned a 4.6 rating in the 18-49 demographic, higher than that earned by the 2002 premiere of Fox's American Idol[image: External link]. Got Talent (which is the flagship of an international talent competition franchise[image: External link]) would continue to garner unusually high ratings throughout its summer run. However, NBC decided not to place it in the spring season, and instead use it as a platform to promote their upcoming fall shows. Originally hosted by Regis Philbin[image: External link], as of 2013 the series is currently hosted by Nick Cannon[image: External link], and continues to garner strong ratings throughout its summer seasons. In March 2007, NBC announced that it would begin offering full-length episodes of its prime time series for streaming[image: External link] on mobile devices, becoming the first U.S. broadcast network to offer on-demand mobile episode content, as the market began shifting away from traditional television.[47]

Following the unexpected termination of Kevin Reilly, in 2007, Ben Silverman[image: External link] was appointed president of NBC Entertainment,[48] while Jeff Zucker was promoted to succeed Bob Wright as CEO of NBC. The network failed to generate any new primetime hits during the 2008–09 season[image: External link] (despite the rare good fortune of having the rights to both the Super Bowl[image: External link] and the Summer Olympics[image: External link] in which to promote their new programming slate), the sitcom Parks and Recreation[image: External link] survived for a second season after a six-episode first season, while Heroes and Deal or No Deal both collapsed in the ratings and were later cancelled (with a revamped Deal or No Deal being revived for one additional season in syndication). In a March 2009 interview, Zucker had stated that he no longer believed it would be possible for NBC to become #1 in prime time.[49] Ben Silverman left the network in 2009, with Jeff Gaspin[image: External link] replacing him as president of NBC Entertainment.
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 Comcast Era (2011–)




See also: 2010 Tonight Show conflict[image: External link]


On December 3, 2009, Comcast[image: External link] announced they would purchase a 51% controlling stake in NBC Universal from General Electric (which would retain the remaining 49%) for $6.5 billion in cash and $9.1 billion in raised debt.[50] GE used $5.8 billion from the deal to buy out Vivendi's 20% interest in NBC Universal.[50]

NBC's broadcast of the 2010 Winter Olympics[image: External link] in Vancouver[image: External link], in February of that year, generated a ratings increase of 21% over its broadcast of the 2006 Winter Games[image: External link] in Torino[image: External link]. The network was criticized for repeatedly showing footage of a crash occurring during practice for an Olympic luge[image: External link] competition that killed Georgian[image: External link] luger Nodar Kumaritashvili[image: External link]. NBC News president Steve Capus[image: External link] ordered the footage not to be shown without his permission and Olympics prime time host Bob Costas[image: External link] promised on-air that the video would not be shown again during the Games.[51][52] NBC Universal was on track to lose $250 million in advertising revenue on that year's Winter Olympics, failing to make up the $820 million it paid for the U.S. television rights.[53] Even so, with its continuing position in fourth place (although it virtually tied with ABC in many demographics on the strength of NBC's sports broadcasts that year[54]), the 2009–10 season[image: External link] ended with only two scripted shows – Community[image: External link] and Parenthood[image: External link], as well as three unscripted shows – The Marriage Ref[image: External link], Who Do You Think You Are?[image: External link] and Minute to Win It[image: External link] – being renewed for second seasons, while other series such as Heroes and veteran crime drama Law & Order (the latter of which ended after 20 seasons, tying it with Gunsmoke[image: External link] as the longest-running prime time drama in U.S. television history) were cancelled.

After Conan O'Brien[image: External link] succeeded Jay Leno as host of The Tonight Show in 2009, the network gave Leno a new prime time talk show[image: External link], committing to air it every weeknight at 10:00 p.m. Eastern and Pacific as an inexpensive comedic alternative to the police procedurals[image: External link] and other hour-long dramas typically aired in that time slot.[55] In doing so, NBC became the first major U.S. broadcast network in decades,[56] if ever,[57] to broadcast the same program in a weekdaily prime time strip[image: External link]. Its executives called the decision "a transformational moment in the history of broadcasting" and "in effect, launching five shows."[56] Conversely, industry executives criticized the network for abandoning a history of airing quality dramas in the 10:00 hour, and expressed concern that it would hurt NBC by undermining a reputation built on successful scripted series.[58] Citing complaints from many affiliates, which saw their late-evening newscasts drop significantly in the local ratings during The Jay Leno Show[image: External link]'s run, NBC announced on January 10, 2010 that it would drop Leno's show from the 10:00 p.m. slot –[59] with Zucker announcing plans to shift the program (which would have been reduced to a half-hour) into the 11:35 p.m. slot and shift its existing late night lineup (including The Tonight Show) by 30 minutes. The removal of The Jay Leno Show from its prime time schedule had almost no impact on the network's ratings. The increases NBC experienced in the 2010–11 season[image: External link] compared to 2009–10[image: External link] were almost entirely attributable to the rising viewership of NBC Sunday Night Football.[60] By 2012, the shows that occupied the 10:00 p.m. time slot drew lower numbers than The Jay Leno Show did when it aired in that hour two years before.[61] In the spring of 2010, cable provider and multimedia firm Comcast[image: External link] announced it would acquire a majority interest in NBC Universal from General Electric, which would retain a minority stake in the company in the interim.

On September 24, 2010, Jeff Zucker announced that he would step down as NBC Universal's CEO once the company's merger with Comcast was completed at the end of the year.[62][63] After the deal was finalized, Steve Burke was named CEO of NBCUniversal[64] and Robert Greenblatt[image: External link] replaced Jeff Gaspin as chairman of NBC Entertainment.[65] In 2011, NBC was finally able to find a breakout hit in the midseason reality singing competition series The Voice[image: External link]. Otherwise, NBC had another tough season, with every single new fall program getting cancelled by season's end - the third time this has happened to the network after the fall of 1975, and the fall of 1983 - and the midseason legal drama Harry's Law[image: External link] being its only freshman scripted series to be renewed for the 2011–12 season[image: External link]. The network nearly completed its full conversion to an all-HD schedule (outside of the Saturday morning time slot leased by the Qubo[image: External link] consortium, which NBCUniversal would rescind its stake in the following year) on September 20, 2011, when Last Call with Carson Daly[image: External link] converted to the format with the premiere of its 11th season.

The 2011–12 season was another tough season for NBC. On the upside, the network's broadcast of Super Bowl XLVI[image: External link] was the most-watched program in U.S. television history at the time, and the network's Monday night midseason lineup of The Voice and musical-drama Smash[image: External link] was very successful. The network managed to lift itself into third place in the 18-49 demographic in the 2011–12 season, primarily on the strength of those three programs (SNF, The Voice, and Smash), breaking the network's eight-year streak in fourth place. Four shows survived for a second season, but three of them were cancelled in the following year, none were unqualified ratings successes, and the network remained a distant fourth place in total viewership.

In the fall of 2012, NBC greatly expanded its sitcom roster, with eight comedy series airing on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday nights. NBC bounced back to first place network in adults 18-49 that fall, boosted by the new season of The Voice, the initial success of freshman drama Revolution[image: External link] and sitcom Go On[image: External link], and the continued strength of Sunday Night Football. However, withholding the new season of The Voice and benching Revolution until late March, the network's midseason ratings suffered, falling to fifth place behind Spanish-language network Univision[image: External link] during the February sweeps period[image: External link].[66] The 2012–13 season[image: External link] ended with NBC finishing in third place overall,[67][68] albeit by a narrow margin, with only three new shows, all dramas, surviving for a second season (Revolution, Chicago Fire[image: External link] and Hannibal[image: External link]).

In 2013, NBC Sports migrated its business and production operations (including NBCSN[image: External link]) to new facilities in Stamford, Connecticut[image: External link].[69] Production of the network's NFL pre-game show[image: External link] Football Night in America[image: External link] remained at the NBC Studios[image: External link] at Rockefeller Center (with production operations based in Studio 8G, while the program itself was broadcast in Studio 8H, the longtime home of Saturday Night Live), until it migrated to the Stamford facility in September 2014. Despite the failure of another highly advertised game show event, The Million Second Quiz[image: External link], the 2013–14 season[image: External link] was mostly successful for NBC due to the continued success of The Voice, Chicago Fire, Revolution, Sunday Night Football and Grimm[image: External link]. Along with new hits including The Blacklist[image: External link], Hannibal[image: External link] and Chicago PD[image: External link] and a significant ratings boost from its broadcast of the 2014 Winter Olympics[image: External link], NBC became the #1 network in the coveted 18-49 demographic that season for the first time since 2003–04, when Friends ended. NBC also improved considerably in total viewership, finishing behind long-dominant CBS in second place for the season.[70]

The 2014–15 season[image: External link] was something of a mixed bag for NBC, but still successful. NBC launched eight new series that year, with only one, comedy-drama police procedural The Mysteries of Laura[image: External link], being renewed for a second season. Nevertheless, the network continued to experience success with most of its returning series, especially The Blacklist (despite a modest decline in viewership following its move to Thursdays midway through the season, due partly to an initial weak lead-in from miniseries The Slap[image: External link]). Combined with the record number of viewers tuning in to Super Bowl XLIX[image: External link], NBC again finished #1 in the 18-49 demographic and in second place overall.[71]

The 2015–16 season[image: External link] was successful for NBC, with the successful launch of the new drama Blindspot[image: External link] premiering after The Voice[image: External link], then subsequently being renewed for a second season in November 2015.[72] NBC also continued with the success with the Chicago[image: External link] franchise with launching its second spin-off Chicago Med[image: External link], which also received an early second season pick up in February 2016.[73] Thursday nights continues to be a struggle for NBC, with continued success with the third season of The Blacklist[image: External link] brought the failed launch of Heroes Reborn[image: External link] which was cancelled in January 2016,[74] and thriller The Player[image: External link], however NBC found success with police procedural Shades of Blue[image: External link] which improved the 10pm time slot and was renewed for a second season in February 2016.[75] On the comedy side, NBC surprisingly found success in the new workplace sitcom Superstore[image: External link] which premiered as a "preview" after The Voice in November 2015, and officially launched in January 2016 which brought decent ratings for a new comedy without The Voice as a lead-in and which was subsequently renewed for a second season in February 2016.[76]

The 2016–17 season[image: External link] brought more success for NBC with new Comedy-drama This Is Us[image: External link] which was well received by critics and ratings and was renewed for two additional seasons in January 2017.[77] The Blacklist[image: External link] continued to bring in modest ratings however, it brought the failed launch of its spinoff The Blacklist: Redemption[image: External link]. NBC continued to grow the Chicago[image: External link] franchise with a third spinoff titled Chicago Justice[image: External link]. On the comedy side, workplace sitcom Superstore[image: External link] continued success in its second season. The network launched new fantasy sitcom The Good Place[image: External link] following The Voice[image: External link] and brought in modest ratings and was renewed for a second season in January 2017.[78]
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 Programming




Main articles: List of programs broadcast by NBC[image: External link] and List of programs previously broadcast by NBC[image: External link]


As of 2013, NBC provides 87 hours of regularly scheduled network programming each week. The network provides 22 hours of prime time programming to affiliated stations Monday through Saturdays from 8:00–11:00 p.m. (7:00–10:00 p.m. in all other U.S. time zones) and Sundays from 7:00–11:00 p.m. Eastern and Pacific Time (6:00–10:00 p.m. in all other time zones).

Daytime programming is also provided weekdays between 12:00 and 3:00 p.m. in the form of the one-hour weekday soap opera Days of Our Lives (the scheduling of the program varies depending on the station, although it is initially fed to affiliates at 1:00 p.m. Eastern). NBC News[image: External link] programming includes the morning news/interview program Today from 7:00–11:00 a.m. weekdays, 7:00–9:00 on Saturdays and 7:00–8:00 on Sundays; nightly editions of NBC Nightly News (whose weekend editions are occasionally subject to abbreviation or preemption due to sports telecasts overrunning into the program's time slot), the Sunday political talk show[image: External link] Meet the Press[image: External link], weekday early-morning news program Early Today[image: External link] and newsmagazine Dateline NBC[image: External link]. Late nights feature the weeknight talk shows The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon[image: External link], Late Night with Seth Meyers[image: External link] and Last Call with Carson Daly[image: External link], weeknight replays of the fourth hour of Today and CNBC[image: External link] program Mad Money[image: External link], and the sketch comedy show Saturday Night Live, and the LXTV[image: External link]-produced 1st Look[image: External link] and Open House NYC on Saturdays (replays of the previous week's 1st Look also air on Friday late nights on most stations).

The network's Saturday morning children's programming time slot is programmed by Litton Entertainment[image: External link] under a time-lease agreement. The three-hour block of programming designed for 14-16 year-old teenage viewers is under the umbrella branding of The More You Know[image: External link], based on the network's long-time strand of internally-produced public service announcements[image: External link] of the same name[image: External link]. It premiered on October 8, 2016, giving Litton control of all but Fox's Saturday morning E/I[image: External link] programming among the five major broadcast networks.

Sports programming is also provided weekend afternoons at any time between 12:00 and 6:00 p.m. (9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m., or tape-delayed[image: External link] in the Pacific Time Zone). Due to the unpredictable length of sporting events, NBC will occasionally pre-empt scheduled programs (more common with the weekend editions of NBC Nightly News, and local and syndicated programs carried by its owned-and-operated stations and affiliates). NBC has also held the American broadcasting rights to the Summer Olympic Games[image: External link] since the 1988 games and the rights to the Winter Olympic Games[image: External link] since the 2002 games. Coverage of the Olympics on NBC[image: External link] have included pre-empting regularly scheduled programs during daytime, primetime, and late night.
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 NBC News




Main article: NBC News[image: External link]


News coverage has long been an important part of NBC's operations and public image, dating to the network's radio days. Notable NBC News productions past and present include Today, NBC Nightly News (and its immediate predecessor, the Huntley-Brinkley Report[image: External link]), Meet the Press (which has the distinction of the longest continuously running program in the history of American television), Dateline NBC, Early Today, NBC News at Sunrise[image: External link], NBC Nightside[image: External link] and Rock Center with Brian Williams[image: External link].

In 1989, the news division began its expansion to cable with the launch of business news channel CNBC. The company eventually formed other cable news[image: External link] services including MSNBC[image: External link] (created in 1996 originally as a joint venture with Microsoft[image: External link], which now features a mix of general news and political discussion programs with a liberal stance),[79][80] and the 2008 acquisition of The Weather Channel[image: External link] in conjunction with Blackstone Group[image: External link] and Bain Capital[image: External link]. In addition, NBCSN[image: External link] (operated as part of the NBC Sports Group, and which became an NBC property through Comcast's acquisition of NBCUniversal) carries sports news content alongside sports event telecasts. Key anchors from NBC News are also used during NBC Sports coverage of the Olympic Games[image: External link].
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 Daytime programming




Main article: NBC Daytime[image: External link]


NBC is currently the home to only one daytime program, the hour-long soap opera Days of Our Lives, which has been broadcast on the network since 1965. Since NBC turned back an hour of its then two-hour daytime schedule to its affiliates as a result of the September 2007 expansion of Today to four hours, the network currently ties with The CW for the fewest daytime programming hours of any major broadcast television network.

Long-running daytime dramas seen on NBC in the past include The Doctors[image: External link] (1963–1982), Another World (1964–1999), Santa Barbara[image: External link] (1984–1993), and Passions[image: External link] (1999–2007, later moving to The 101[image: External link]). NBC also aired the final 4½ years of Search for Tomorrow[image: External link] (1982–1986) after that series was initially cancelled by CBS, although many NBC affiliates did not clear the show during its tenure on the network. NBC has also aired numerous short-lived soap operas, including Generations[image: External link] (1989–1991), Sunset Beach[image: External link] (1997–1999), and the two Another World spin-offs, Somerset[image: External link] (1970–1976) and Texas[image: External link] (1980–1982).

Notable daytime game shows that once aired on NBC include The Price Is Right[image: External link] (1956–1963), Concentration[image: External link] (1958–1973 and 1987–1991 as Classic Concentration), The Match Game[image: External link] (1962–1969), Let's Make a Deal[image: External link] (1963–1968 and 1990–1991, as well as a short-lived primetime revival in 2002), Jeopardy![image: External link] (1964–1975 and 1978–1979), The Hollywood Squares (1966–1980), Wheel of Fortune (1975–1989 and 1991), Password Plus/Super Password[image: External link] (1979–1982 and 1984–1989), Sale of the Century[image: External link] (1969–1973 and 1983–1989) and Scrabble[image: External link] (1984–1990 and 1993). The last game show ever to air as part of NBC's daytime schedule was the short-lived Caesars Challenge[image: External link], which ended in January 1994.

Notable past daytime talk shows that have aired on NBC have included Home[image: External link] (1954–1957), The Ernie Kovacs Show[image: External link] (1955–1956), The Merv Griffin Show[image: External link] (1962–1963), Leeza[image: External link] (1994–1999) and Later Today[image: External link] (1999–2000).
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 Children's programming




Main articles: Children's programming on NBC[image: External link], TNBC[image: External link], Discovery Kids on NBC[image: External link], qubo[image: External link], and NBC Kids[image: External link]


Children's programming has played a part in NBC's programming since its initial roots in television. NBC's first major children's series, Howdy Doody[image: External link], debuted in 1947 and was one of the era's first breakthrough television shows. From the mid-1960s until 1992, the bulk of NBC's children's programming was composed of mainly animated programming including classic Looney Tunes[image: External link] and Woody Woodpecker[image: External link] shorts; reruns of primetime animated sitcoms such as The Flintstones[image: External link] and The Jetsons[image: External link]; foreign acquisitions like Astro Boy[image: External link] and Kimba the White Lion[image: External link]; animated adaptions of Punky Brewster[image: External link], ALF[image: External link] and Star Trek[image: External link] as well as animated vehicles for Gary Coleman[image: External link] and Mr. T[image: External link]; live-action programs like The Banana Splits[image: External link], The Bugaloos[image: External link] and H.R. Pufnstuf[image: External link]; and the original broadcasts of Gumby[image: External link], The Rocky and Bullwinkle Show[image: External link], Underdog[image: External link], The Smurfs[image: External link], Alvin and the Chipmunks[image: External link] and Disney's Adventures of the Gummi Bears[image: External link]. From 1984 to 1989, the network aired a series of public service announcements[image: External link] called One to Grow On[image: External link], which aired after the end credits of every program or every other children's program.[81]

In 1989, NBC premiered Saved by the Bell[image: External link], a live-action teen sitcom[image: External link] which originated on The Disney Channel[image: External link] the previous year as Good Morning, Miss Bliss[image: External link] (which served as a starring vehicle for Hayley Mills[image: External link]; four[image: External link] cast members[image: External link] from[image: External link] that show[image: External link] were cast in the NBC series as the characters they originally played on Miss Bliss). Saved by the Bell, despite being given bad reviews from television critics, would become one of the most popular teen series in television history as well as the top-rated series on Saturday mornings, dethroning ABC's The Bugs Bunny and Tweety Show[image: External link] in its first season.

The success of Saved by the Bell led NBC to remove animated series from its Saturday morning lineup in August 1992 in favor of additional live-action series as part of a new block called TNBC[image: External link], along with the debut of a Saturday edition of Today[image: External link]. Most of the series featured on the TNBC lineup were executive produced by Peter Engel[image: External link] (such as City Guys[image: External link], Hang Time[image: External link], California Dreams[image: External link], One World[image: External link] and the Saved by the Bell spinoff, Saved by the Bell: The New Class[image: External link]), with the lineup being designed from the start to meet the earliest form of the FCC's educational programming guidelines[image: External link] under the Children's Television Act[image: External link].[82] NBA Inside Stuff, an analysis and interview program aimed at teens that was hosted for most of its run by Ahmad Rashād[image: External link], was also a part of the TNBC lineup during the NBA season until 2002 (when the program moved to ABC as a result of that network taking the NBA rights from NBC).

In 2002, NBC entered into an agreement with Discovery Communications[image: External link] to carry educational children's programs from the Discovery Kids[image: External link] cable channel.[82] Debuting that September, the Discovery Kids on NBC[image: External link] block originally consisted exclusively of live-action series, including reality series Trading Spaces: Boys vs. Girls (a kid-themed version of the TLC[image: External link] series Trading Spaces[image: External link]); the Emmy-nominated reality game show Endurance[image: External link], hosted and produced by J. D. Roth[image: External link] (whose production company, 3-Ball Productions, would also produce reality series The Biggest Loser[image: External link] for NBC beginning in 2003); and scripted series such as Strange Days at Blake Holsey High[image: External link] and Scout's Safari[image: External link]. The block later expanded to include some animated series such as Kenny the Shark[image: External link], Tutenstein[image: External link] and Time Warp Trio[image: External link].

In May 2006, NBC announced plans to launch a new Saturday morning children's block under the Qubo[image: External link] brand in September 2006.[83] An endeavor originally operated as a joint venture between NBC Universal, Ion Media Networks[image: External link], Scholastic Press[image: External link], Classic Media[image: External link] and Corus Entertainment[image: External link]'s Nelvana[image: External link] unit (Ion acquired the other partners' shares in 2013), the Qubo venture also encompassed weekly blocks on Telemundo and Ion Television[image: External link], a 24-hour digital multicast network on Ion's owned-and-operated and affiliated stations, as well as video on demand[image: External link] services and a branded website. Qubo launched on NBC on September 9, 2006 with six programs ( VeggieTales[image: External link], Dragon[image: External link], VeggieTales Presents: 3-2-1 Penguins![image: External link], Babar[image: External link], Jane and the Dragon[image: External link] and Jacob Two-Two[image: External link]).

On March 28, 2012, it was announced that NBC would launch a new Saturday morning preschool block programmed by Sprout (originally jointly owned by NBCUniversal, PBS[image: External link], Sesame Workshop[image: External link] and Apax Partners[image: External link], with the former acquiring the other's interests later that year). The block, NBC Kids[image: External link], premiered on July 7, 2012, replacing the "Qubo on NBC" block.[84][85][86][87]
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 Specials




NBC holds the broadcast rights to several annual specials and award show telecasts including the Golden Globe Awards and the Emmy Awards[image: External link] (which is rotated across all four major networks each year). Since 1952, NBC has served as the official U.S. broadcaster of the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade[image: External link]. CBS also carries unauthorized coverage of the Macy's parade as part of The Thanksgiving Day Parade on CBS; However, as NBC holds rights to the parade, it has exclusivity over the broadcast of Broadway and music performances appearing in the parade (CBS airs live performances separate from those seen in the parade as a result), and Macy's chose to reroute the parade in 2012 out of the view of CBS' cameras, although it continues to cover the parade. NBC began airing a same-day rebroadcast of the parade telecast in 2009 (replacing its annual Thanksgiving afternoon airing of Miracle on 34th Street[image: External link]). In 2007, NBC acquired the rights to the National Dog Show[image: External link], which airs following the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade each year.

The network also broadcasts several live-action and animated specials during the Christmas holiday season[image: External link], including the 2014 debuts How Murray Saved Christmas[image: External link] (an animated musical adaptation of the children's book of the same name) and Elf: Buddy's Musical Christmas[image: External link] (a stop-motion animated special based on the 2003 live-action film Elf[image: External link]).

Since 2013, the network airs live musical adaptations.


	
The Sound of Music[image: External link] in 2013

	
Peter Pan[image: External link] in 2014

	
The Wiz[image: External link] in 2015

	
Hairspray[image: External link] in 2016

	
Bye Bye Birdie[image: External link] in 2017 (upcoming)



From 2003 to 2014, NBC also held rights to two of the three pageants organized by the Miss Universe Organization[image: External link]: the Miss Universe[image: External link] and Miss USA[image: External link] pageants (NBC also held rights to the Miss Teen USA[image: External link] pageant from 2003, when NBC also assumed rights to the Miss USA and Miss Universe pageants as part of a deal brokered by Miss Universe Organization owner Donald Trump[image: External link] that gave the network half-ownership of the pageants,[88] until 2007, when NBC declined to renew its contract to carry Miss Teen USA, effectively discontinuing televised broadcasts of that event). NBCUniversal relinquished the rights to Miss Universe and Miss USA on June 29, 2015, as part of its decision to cut business ties with Donald Trump and the Miss Universe Organization (which was half-owned by corporate parent NBCUniversal) in response to controversial remarks about Mexican immigrants made by Trump during the launch of his 2016 campaign for the Republican Presidential nomination[image: External link].[89][90]
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 Programming library




Through the years, NBC has produced many in-house programs, in addition to airing content from other producers such as Revue Studios and its successor Universal Television. Notable in-house productions by NBC have included Get Smart[image: External link], Bonanza[image: External link], Little House on the Prairie, Las Vegas[image: External link] and Crossing Jordan[image: External link].

NBC sold the distribution rights to programs it produced prior to that year to National Telefilm Associates[image: External link] in 1973; those rights are currently owned by CBS Television Distribution[image: External link], although NBC still owns the copyrights to the episodes. As a result, NBC, in a way, now owns several other series aired on the network prior to 1973, such as Wagon Train[image: External link]. NBC continues to own its entire library of programs produced after 1973, through corporate sister NBCUniversal Television Group[image: External link] (the successor to Universal Television).
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 Stations




Main articles: List of NBC television affiliates (by U.S. state)[image: External link], List of NBC television affiliates (table)[image: External link], and NBC Owned Television Stations[image: External link]


As of January 2017, NBC has eleven owned-and-operated stations and current and pending affiliation agreements with 220 additional television stations encompassing 48 states, the District of Columbia, six U.S. possessions and two non-U.S. territories ( Aruba[image: External link] and Bermuda[image: External link]).[91][92] The network has a national reach of 95.92% of all households in the United States (or 299,732,600 Americans with at least one television set).

Currently, New Hampshire[image: External link] and New Jersey[image: External link] are the only U.S. states where NBC does not have a locally licensed affiliate (New Hampshire is currently served via the second subchannel of Telemundo[image: External link] O&O WNEU[image: External link] with a simulcast of Boston-based O&O WBTS-LD[image: External link]), while New Jersey is served by New York City O&O WNBC-TV and Philadelphia O&O WCAU; New Jersey formerly had an in-state affiliate in Atlantic City[image: External link]-based WMGM-TV[image: External link], which was affiliated with the network from 1955 to 2014). NBC maintains affiliations with low-power stations (broadcasting either in analog or digital) in a few smaller markets, such as Binghamton, New York[image: External link] ( WBGH-CD[image: External link]), Jackson, Tennessee[image: External link] ( WNBJ-LD[image: External link]) and Juneau, Alaska[image: External link] ( KATH-LD[image: External link]), that do not have enough full-power stations to support a standalone affiliate. In some markets, these stations also maintain digital simulcasts on a subchannel of a co-owned/co-managed full-power television station.

As mentioned with New Hampshire and Boston, NBC operates a low-powered station in Boston, WBTS-LD[image: External link], which aims to serve as its station in that market while using a network of additional full-power stations to cover the market in full. This is expected to be a temporary arrangement, as broadcasters like NBC are currently unable to purchase any new full-power television stations during the current FCC spectrum auction[image: External link].

Currently outside of the NBC Owned Television Stations[image: External link]-operated O&O group, Tegna Media[image: External link] is the largest operator of NBC stations in terms of overall market reach, owning or providing services to 20 NBC affiliates (including those in larger markets such as Denver[image: External link], St. Louis[image: External link], Seattle[image: External link] and Cleveland[image: External link]); Gray Television[image: External link] is the largest operator of NBC stations by numerical total, owning 23 NBC-affiliated stations.
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 Related services





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Video-on-demand services




NBC provides video on demand[image: External link] access for delayed viewing of the network's programming through various means, including via its website at NBC.com, a traditional VOD service called NBC on Demand available on most traditional cable and IPTV providers,[93] and through content deals with Hulu[image: External link] and Netflix[image: External link] (the latter of which carries only cataloged episodes of NBC programs, after losing the right to carry newer episodes of its programs during their current seasons in July 2011). NBCUniversal is a part-owner of Hulu (as part of a consortium that includes, among other parties, the respective parent companies of ABC and Fox, The Walt Disney Company[image: External link] and 21st Century Fox[image: External link]), and has offered full-length episodes of most of NBC's programming through the streaming[image: External link] service (which are available for viewing on Hulu's website and mobile app[image: External link]) since Hulu launched in private beta testing[image: External link] on October 29, 2007.[94][95][96][97]

The most recent episodes of the network's shows are usually made available on NBC.com and Hulu the day after their original broadcast. In addition, NBC.com and certain other partner websites (including Hulu) provide complete back catalogs of most of its current series as well as a limited selection of episodes of classic series from the NBCUniversal Television Distribution program library – including shows not broadcast by NBC during their original runs (including the complete or partial episode catalogs of shows like 30 Rock, The A-Team, Charles in Charge[image: External link], Emergency![image: External link], Knight Rider (both the original series and the short-lived 2008 reboot[image: External link]), Kojak[image: External link], Miami Vice, The Office, Quantum Leap[image: External link] and Simon & Simon[image: External link]).[98][99][100]

On February 18, 2015, NBC began providing live programming streams of local NBC stations in select markets, which are only available to authenticated subscribers of participating pay television providers[image: External link]. All eleven NBC owned-and-operated stations owned by NBCUniversal Owned Television Stations' were the first stations to offer streams of their programming on NBC's website and mobile app, with intentions to reach agreements with other station groups to provide streams of NBC-affiliated stations in other markets. Due to restrictions imposed by the league, the network's NFL game telecasts are not permitted to be streamed[image: External link] on the service.[101][102][103][104]
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 NBC HD




NBC's master feed is transmitted in 1080i[image: External link] high definition[image: External link], the native resolution format for NBCUniversal's television properties. However, 19 of its affiliates transmit the network's programming in 720p[image: External link] HD, while four others carry the network feed in 480i[image: External link] standard definition[image: External link][91] either due to technical considerations for affiliates of other major networks that carry NBC programming on a digital subchannel or because a primary feed NBC affiliate has yet upgraded their transmission equipment to allow content to be presented in HD.

WRAL-TV[image: External link] in Raleigh, North Carolina[image: External link] (a station that re-joined NBC in February 2016) is currently testing the upcoming ATSC 3.0[image: External link] television standard, which will allow the transmission of 2160p[image: External link] ultra-high-definition television[image: External link] (UHD), through a secondary experimental station (WRAL-EX); it has transmitted limited NBC programming in UHD through a secondary subchannel, and is currently the only station overall which transmits NBC's schedule in 1080p[image: External link] on its main subchannel.

Meet the Press was the first regular series on a major television network to produce a high-definition broadcast on February 2, 1997, which aired in the format over WHD-TV[image: External link] in Washington, D.C., an experimental television station owned by a consortium of industry groups and stations which launched to allow testing of HD broadcasts and operated until 2002 (the program itself continued to be transmitted in 480i[image: External link] standard definition[image: External link] over the NBC network until May 2, 2010, when it became the last NBC News program to convert to HD).[105][106] NBC officially began its conversion to high definition[image: External link] with the launch of its simulcast feed, NBC HD, on April 26, 1999, when The Tonight Show became the first HD program to air on the NBC network as well as the first regularly scheduled American network program to be produced and transmitted in high definition. The network gradually converted much of its existing programming from standard-definition[image: External link] to high definition beginning with the 2002–03 season[image: External link], with select shows among that season's slate of freshmen scripted series being broadcast in HD from their debuts.[107]

The network completed its conversion to high definition in September 2012, with the launch of NBC Kids, a new Saturday morning children's block programmed by new partial sister network PBS Kids Sprout[image: External link], which also became the second Saturday morning children's block with an entirely HD schedule (after the ABC-syndicated Litton's Weekend Adventure[image: External link]). All of the network's programming has been presented in full HD since then (with the exception of certain holiday[image: External link] specials produced prior to 2005 – such as its annual broadcast of It's a Wonderful Life – which continue to be presented in 4:3 SD, although some have been remastered for HD broadcast).
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 NBCi




In 1999, NBC launched NBCi (briefly changing its web address to "www.nbci.com"), a heavily advertised online venture serving as an attempt to launch an Internet portal[image: External link] and homepage[image: External link]. This move saw NBC partner with XOOM.com[image: External link], e-mail.com, AllBusiness.com[image: External link],[108] and Snap.com (eventually acquiring all four companies outright) to launch a multi-faceted internet portal with e-mail, webhosting, community, chat and personalization capabilities, and news content. Subsequently, in April 2000, NBC purchased GlobalBrain, a company specializing in search engines[image: External link] that learned from searches initiated by its users, for $32 million.

The experiment lasted roughly one season; after its failure, NBCi's operations were folded back into NBC.[109] The NBC Television portion of the website reverted to NBC.com. However, the NBCi website continued in operation as a portal for NBC-branded content (NBCi.com would be redirected to NBCi.msnbc.com), using a co-branded version of InfoSpace[image: External link] to deliver minimal portal content. In mid-2007, NBCi.com began to mirror the main NBC.com website;[110] NBCi.com was eventually redirected to the NBC.com domain in 2010.
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 Evolution of the NBC logo




Main article: Logo of NBC[image: External link]


NBC has used a number of logos throughout its history; early logos used by the television and radio networks were similar to the logo of its then parent company, RCA. Logos used later in NBC's existence incorporated stylized peacock[image: External link] designs, including the current version that has been in use since 1986.
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 International broadcasts
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 Canada




NBC network programs can be received throughout most of Canada on cable, satellite and IPTV[image: External link] providers through certain U.S.-based affiliates of the network (such as WBTS-LD[image: External link]/Boston, KING-TV[image: External link]/Seattle, KBJR-TV[image: External link]/Duluth, Minnesota[image: External link], WGRZ[image: External link]/Buffalo, New York[image: External link] and WDIV-TV[image: External link]/ Detroit[image: External link]). Some programs carried on these stations are subject to simultaneous substitutions[image: External link], a practice imposed by the Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission[image: External link] in which a pay television provider supplants an American station's signal with a feed from a Canadian station/network airing a particular program in the same time slot to protect domestic advertising revenue. Some of these affiliates are also receivable over-the-air in southern areas of the country located near the Canada–United States border[image: External link] (signal coverage was somewhat reduced after the digital television transition in 2009[image: External link] due to the lower radiated power required to transmit digital signals).
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 Europe and the Middle East




NBC no longer exists outside the Americas as a channel in its own right. However, NBC News and MSNBC programs are broadcast for a few hours a day on Orbit News[image: External link] in Europe, Africa and the Middle East. Sister network CNBC Europe[image: External link] also broadcasts occasional breaking news coverage from MSNBC as well as The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon (until 2010, the channel formerly broadcast daily airings of NBC Nightly News).[111]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 NBC Super Channel becomes NBC Europe




In 1993, then-NBC parent General Electric acquired Super Channel, relaunching the Pan-European cable network as NBC Super Channel.[112] In 1996, the channel was renamed NBC Europe[image: External link], but was, from then on, almost always referred to on-air as simply "NBC".

Most of NBC Europe's prime time programming was produced in Europe due to rights restrictions associated with U.S. primetime shows; the channel's weekday late night schedule after 11:00 p.m. Central European Time[image: External link], however, featured The Tonight Show, Late Night with Conan O'Brien[image: External link] and Later[image: External link], which the channel's slogan "Where the Stars Come Out at Night" was based around. Many NBC News programs were broadcast on NBC Europe, including Dateline NBC, Meet the Press and NBC Nightly News, the latter of which was broadcast simultaneously with the initial U.S. telecast. Today was also initially aired live in the afternoons, but was later broadcast instead the following morning on a more than half-day delay.

In 1999, NBC Europe ceased broadcasting in most of Europe outside of Germany; the network was concurrently relaunched as a German-language technology channel aimed at a younger demographic, with the new series NBC GIGA as its flagship program. In 2005, the channel was relaunched again as the free-to-air[image: External link] movie channel Das Vierte[image: External link]. GIGA Television[image: External link] was subsequently spun off as a separate digital channel, available on satellite and cable providers in Germany, Austria and Switzerland.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Latin America
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 Mexico




NBC programming is available in Mexico[image: External link] through affiliates in markets located within proximity to the Mexico–United States border[image: External link] (such as KYMA-DT[image: External link]/Yuma, Arizona[image: External link]; KGNS-TV[image: External link]/Laredo, Texas[image: External link]; KTSM[image: External link]/El Paso, Texas[image: External link]; KVEO[image: External link]/Brownsville, Texas[image: External link]; and KNSD[image: External link]/San Diego[image: External link]), whose signals are readily receivable over-the-air in border areas of northern Mexico. Some U.S.-based border affiliates are also available on domestic cable and satellite providers throughout the country, including in the Mexico City[image: External link] area.
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 Nicaragua




In Nicaragua[image: External link], satellite providers carry either select U.S.-based NBC and Telemundo[image: External link] affiliated stations or the main network feed from NBC Universal or Telemundo. The main local affiliate stations are NBC 6 WTVJ[image: External link], Telemundo[image: External link] 51 WSCV[image: External link] in Miami[image: External link]. In addition to the NBC programming there is also available by the NBC sister network Telemundo, a Spanish network based in the United States.
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 Canal de Noticias




In 1993, NBC launched a 24-hour Spanish-language news channel serving Latin America (the second news channel serving that region overall, after Noticias ECO[image: External link], and the first to broadcast 24 hours a day), Canal de Noticias NBC, which based its news schedule around the "wheel" format conceived at CNN.[113] The channel, which was headquartered in the offices of the NBC News Channel affiliate news service in Charlotte, North Carolina[image: External link], employed over 50 journalists to produce, write, anchor and provide technical services. Canal de Noticias NBC shut down in 1999 due to the channel's inability to generate sustainable advertising revenue.
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 Caribbean




In the Caribbean, many cable and satellite providers carry either select U.S.-based NBC affiliated stations or the main network feed from NBC O&Os WNBC in New York City or WTVJ[image: External link] in Miami. In addition, the network's programming has been available in the U.S. Virgin Islands[image: External link] since 2004 on WVGN-LD[image: External link] in Charlotte Amalie[image: External link] (owned by LKK Group), while Telemundo owned-and-operated station WKAQ-TV[image: External link] in San Juan, Puerto Rico[image: External link] carries the WNBC feed on a digital subchannel. In these areas, NBC programs are available in English and in Spanish via second audio program[image: External link].
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 Bahamas




In the Bahamas[image: External link], NBC programming is available via U.S.-based affiliate stations on domestic cable providers.
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 Netherlands Antilles




In Aruba[image: External link], NBC maintains an affiliation with Oranjestad[image: External link] station PJA-TV[image: External link] (which brands on-air as "ATV").
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 Bermuda




Until it ended operations in 2014, NBC's entire program lineup was carried by VSB-TV[image: External link], using the Eastern Time Zone[image: External link] feed, though an hour ahead due to its location in the Atlantic Time Zone[image: External link]. Bermuda currently receives NBC service from WTVJ[image: External link]/ Miami[image: External link] via cable.
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 Pacific
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 Guam




In Guam[image: External link], the entire NBC programming lineup is carried by Hagåtña[image: External link] affiliate KUAM-TV[image: External link] (which has been an NBC affiliate since 1956) via the network's East Coast satellite feed. Entertainment and news programming is broadcast day and date on a one-day tape delay as Guam is on the west side of the International Date Line[image: External link] (for example, the network's Thursday prime time lineup airs Friday evenings on KUAM, and is advertised by the station as airing on the latter night in on-air promotions). Live programming, including breaking news and sporting events, airs as scheduled; because of the time difference with the six U.S. time zones, live sports coverage often airs on the station early in the morning. KUAM's programming is relayed to the Northern Mariana Islands[image: External link] via satellite station[image: External link] WSZE[image: External link] in Saipan[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 American Samoa




In American Samoa[image: External link], NBC has been affiliated with KKHJ-LP[image: External link] in Pago Pago[image: External link][114] since 2005. Cable television providers on the islands also carry the network's programming via Seattle affiliate KING-TV.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Federated States of Micronesia




In the Federated States of Micronesia[image: External link], NBC programming is available on domestic cable providers via Honolulu[image: External link] affiliate KHNL[image: External link].
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 Asia
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 NBC Asia and CNBC Asia




NBC Asia launched in 1994, distributed to Nepal[image: External link], Japan, Malaysia[image: External link], South Korea[image: External link], Taiwan[image: External link], Thailand[image: External link], Pakistan and the Philippines[image: External link]. Like NBC Europe, NBC Asia featured most of NBC's news programs as well as The Tonight Show, Late Night and Saturday Night Live. Like its European counterpart, it was not allowed to broadcast American-produced primetime shows due to existing broadcast agreements with other domestic broadcasters. NBC Asia produced a regional evening news program that aired each weeknight, and occasionally simulcast some programs from CNBC Asia[image: External link] and MSNBC. NBC also operated NBC Super Sports, a 24-hour channel devoted to televising sporting events.

In July 1998, NBC Asia was replaced by a regional version of the National Geographic Channel[image: External link]. As is the case with NBC Europe, CNBC Asia broadcasts select episodes of The Tonight Show and Late Night as well as Meet the Press are as part of its weekend schedule, and airs NFL games under the Sunday Night Football brand.
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 Regional partners




Through regional partners, NBC-produced programs are seen in some countries in the continent. In the Philippines[image: External link], Jack TV[image: External link] (owned by Solar Entertainment) airs Will & Grace and Saturday Night Live, while TalkTV[image: External link] airs The Tonight Show and NBC News programs including the weekday and weekend[image: External link] editions of Today, Early Today, Dateline NBC and NBC Nightly News. Solar TV[image: External link] formerly broadcast The Jay Leno Show from 2009 to 2010. In Hong Kong, English language free-to-air channel TVB Pearl (operated by TVB[image: External link]) airs live broadcasts of NBC Nightly News, as well as other select NBC programs.
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 Australia




In Australia, the Seven Network[image: External link] has maintained close ties with NBC and has used a majority of the U.S. network's image campaigns and slogans since the 1970s (conversely, in 2009, NBC and Seven both used the Guy Sebastian[image: External link] single "Like it Like That[image: External link]" in image promos for their respective summer schedules). The network's Seven News[image: External link] division has used John Williams-composed "The Mission" (the proprietary theme music for NBC News' flagship programs since 1985) as the theme music for its local and national news programs since the mid-1980s. Local newscasts were also titled Seven Nightly News from the mid-1980s until c. 2000. NBC News and Seven News often share news resources, with the former division using Seven's reporters for breaking news coverage and select taped story packages relating to Australian stories and the latter sometimes incorporating NBC News reports into its national bulletins.

Seven also rebroadcasts some of NBC's news and current affairs programming during the early morning hours (usually from 3:00 to 5:00 a.m. local time), including the weekday and weekend editions of Today (which it brands as NBC Today to differentiate it from the unrelated morning program[image: External link] on the Nine Network[image: External link]), Dateline NBC and Meet the Press.
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 Criticism and controversies




See also: Today (U.S. TV program) § Controversies and transitions[image: External link], and MSNBC controversies[image: External link]
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 Selective editing of George Zimmerman 911 call




In February 2012, Today aired a story package that included an edited version of a 9-1-1[image: External link] call made by George Zimmerman[image: External link] minutes prior to his confrontation with Trayvon Martin[image: External link] that resulted in the unarmed Florida teenager being shot and killed[image: External link], which (as described in a Washington Post[image: External link] article criticizing the editing of the tape) had the effect of "readily paint[ing] Zimmerman as a racial profiler[image: External link]". In the edited recording, Zimmerman (who claimed he shot Martin in self defense[image: External link]; a grand jury later acquitted him on murder charges while on trial in August 2013) is heard saying, "This guy looks like he's up to no good. He looks black." A portion of the tape in which Zimmerman was describing Martin to the 911 operator was removed in its broadcast version; in the unedited version, Zimmerman said, "This guy looks like he's up to no good. Or he's on drugs or something. It's raining and he's just walking around, looking about." The operator then asked, "OK, and this guy – is he black, white or Hispanic?", to which Zimmerman answered, "He looks black."[115]

Following an internal investigation into the production of the segment,[116] NBC News fired two employees involved with the piece, including a producer based at the division's Miami bureau,[117] and NBC News executive Lilia Luciano.[118] In a statement, NBC News' president at the time Steve Capus apologized, calling the editing "a mistake and not a deliberate act to misrepresent the phone call."[119]

On December 6, 2012, George Zimmerman filed a defamation lawsuit against NBC, alleging that the phone call was edited intentionally to give the impression that he targeted Martin because he was black and to "create the myth that George Zimmerman was a racist and predatory villain".[120][121][122] Florida Circuit Court Judge Debra Nelson dismissed the suit on June 30, 2014, citing that there were "no genuine issues" determinable by a jury that any "actual malice" was acted upon.[123]
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	Executive
	Term
	Position



	Sylvester Weaver[image: External link]
	1953–1955
	Weaver was hired by NBC in 1949, to help challenge CBS's ratings lead. While at NBC, Weaver established many operating practices that became standard for network television; he introduced the practice of networks producing their own television programs and selling advertising time during the broadcasts. Prior to this, advertising agencies usually developed each show for a particular client. Because commercial slots could now more easily be sold to more than one corporate sponsor for each program, a single advertiser pulling out of a program would not necessarily threaten it. Weaver also created several series for the network, Today (in 1952), Tonight Starring Steve Allen[image: External link] (in 1954, the first program in the Tonight Show franchise), Home (1954) and Wide Wide World (1955). Weaver strongly believed that broadcasting should educate as well as entertain and required NBC shows to typically include at least one sophisticated cultural reference or performance per installment – including a segment of a Giuseppe Verdi opera adapted to the comedic style of Sid Caesar[image: External link] and Imogene Coca[image: External link]'s groundbreaking Your Show of Shows[image: External link]. Weaver did not ignore NBC Radio and gave it a shot in the arm in 1955, at a time when network radio was dying and giving way to television, when he developed NBC Monitor, a weekend-long magazine-style block featuring an array of news, music, comedy, drama and sports, with rotating advertisers and some of the most memorable names in broadcast journalism, entertainment and sports that ran until 1975 (20 years after Weaver's departure). Weaver departed shortly afterward, following disputes with NBC chairman David Sarnoff, who believed that his ideas were either too expensive or too highbrow[image: External link] for company tastes. His respective successors, Robert Sarnoff and Robert Kintner, standardized the network's programming practices with far less of the ambitiousness that characterized the Weaver years.



	Robert E. Kintner[image: External link]
	1958–1966
	Kintner was appointed President in 1958; his tenure at NBC was marked by his aggressive effort to push the network's news division past CBS News in ratings and prestige. The news division was given more money, leading it to gain additional resources to provide coverage, notably of the 1960 Presidential election campaign[image: External link], and led the Huntley-Brinkley Report to prominence among the network news programs.



	Julian Goodman[image: External link]
	1966–1974
	Goodman, who joined NBC in 1966, helped establish Chet Huntley[image: External link] and David Brinkley[image: External link] as a well-known anchor team. While working at NBC, he negotiated a $1 million deal to retain Johnny Carson as host of The Tonight Show.



	Herb Schlosser
	1974–1978
	After Johnny Carson[image: External link] announced he wanted to cancel the weekend editions of The Tonight Show[image: External link] in order to instead have repeats of it aired on weeknights,[124] Schlosser approached his vice president of late night programming, Dick Ebersol[image: External link], and asked him to create a show to fill the Saturday night time slot. At the suggestion of Paramount Pictures[image: External link] executive Barry Diller[image: External link], Schlosser and Ebersol then approached Lorne Michaels[image: External link]. Over the next three weeks, Ebersol and Michaels developed the latter's idea for a variety show featuring high-concept comedy sketches, political satire, and music performances. By 1975 Michaels had assembled a talented cast, including Dan Aykroyd[image: External link], John Belushi[image: External link], Chevy Chase[image: External link], Jane Curtin[image: External link], Garrett Morris[image: External link], Laraine Newman[image: External link], Michael O'Donoghue[image: External link], Gilda Radner[image: External link], and George Coe[image: External link]. The show was originally called NBC's Saturday Night, because Saturday Night Live was in use by a program on the rival network[image: External link] ABC[image: External link] that was hosted by its sportscaster Howard Cosell[image: External link]. NBC purchased the rights to the name in 1976 and officially adopted the new title on March 26, 1977. Saturday Night Live remains on the air to this day.



	Fred Silverman[image: External link]
	1978–1981
	Although Silverman developed many successful shows during his tenure at ABC, he left that network to become President and CEO of NBC in 1978. His three-year tenure at the network proved to be a difficult period for the network, marked by several high-profile failures such as Hello, Larry, Pink Lady and Jeff, Supertrain and the Jean Doumanian[image: External link] era of Saturday Night Live (Silverman hired Doumanian after Al Franken, the planned successor for outgoing creator/executive producer Lorne Michaels, castigated Silverman's failures in a sketch on the program[33]). Despite these failures, high points during Silverman's tenure included the launch of Hill Street Blues and the miniseries Shōgun. He also brought David Letterman to the network to host daytime talker The David Letterman Show[image: External link], two years before the debut of Letterman's successful late night program[image: External link] in 1982, after Silverman negotiated a holding deal after the former's cancellation to keep Letterman from going to another network. However, Silverman nearly lost late night leader Johnny Carson, who filed a lawsuit against NBC during a contract dispute with the network; the case was settled out of court and Carson remained with NBC in exchange for acquiring the rights to his show and permission to reduce his time on-air (leading to the use of guest hosts on The Tonight Show such as Joan Rivers[image: External link] and his immediate successor, Jay Leno).[125] Silverman also developed successful sitcoms such as Diff'rent Strokes, The Facts of Life and Gimme a Break!, and made the series commitments that led to Cheers and St. Elsewhere. Silverman also pioneered the reality television genre with the 1979 debut of Real People. His contributions to the network's game show output included the Goodson-Todman[image: External link]-produced Card Sharks[image: External link] and a revival of Password, both of which enjoyed great success as part of the morning schedule, although he also canceled several other relatively popular series, including The Hollywood Squares and High Rollers[image: External link], to make way for The David Letterman Show (those cancellations also threatened Wheel of Fortune, whose host, Chuck Woolery[image: External link], left in a payment dispute during Silverman's tenure, although the show survived). Silverman also oversaw, while simultaneously objecting to, the hiring of Pat Sajak[image: External link] as the new host of Wheel (Sajak remains as host to this day in its syndicated incarnation).[126] On Saturday mornings, at a time when there was much similarity in animated content on the major networks, Silverman oversaw the development of an animated series[image: External link] based on The Smurfs[image: External link] (which ran from 1981 to 1989, well after Silverman's departure, making it one of his longest-lasting contributions to the network) as well as a revival of The Flintstones[image: External link]. In addition, Silverman revitalized the NBC News division, helping Today and NBC Nightly News achieve parity with their competition for the first time in years; and created a new FM radio division with competitive stations in New York City, Chicago, San Francisco and Washington, D.C. During his NBC tenure, Silverman also brought in an entirely new divisional and corporate management team, which remained in place long after Silverman's departure (among this group was Brandon Tartikoff, who as President of Entertainment, would help get NBC back on top by 1985). Silverman also reintroduced the peacock as NBC's corporate logo in 1979.



	Brandon Tartikoff[image: External link]
	1981–1991
	Tartikoff was hired as a program executive at ABC in 1976. He joined NBC the following year, after being hired by Dick Ebersol to direct comedy programs for the network. Tartikoff took over as president of NBC's entertainment division in 1981,[127] becoming the youngest person ever to hold the position, at age 32. At the time Tartikoff took over, NBC was mired in last place behind ABC and CBS, and faced a looming writers' strike and affiliates defecting to other networks (mostly to ABC); Little House on the Prairie, Diff'rent Strokes and Real People were the only prime time shows the network had in the Nielsen Top 20. Also of issue, Johnny Carson was reportedly in talks to move his landmark late-night talk show to ABC; while the original cast and writing staff of Saturday Night Live had left the show, and their replacements had earned SNL some of its worst reviews. By 1982, Tartikoff and network president Grant Tinker gradually turned the network's fortunes around.[128] Tartikoff's successes as President of Entertainment included The Cosby Show (Tartikoff had pursued actor-comedian Bill Cosby[image: External link] to create a comedy pilot[image: External link] after having been impressed by the comedian's stories when Cosby was a guest host on The Tonight Show), the iconic 1980s drama Miami Vice (Tartikoff wrote a brainstorming[image: External link] memo[image: External link] that simply read "MTV cops[image: External link]", and later presented it to former Hill Street Blues writer/producer Anthony Yerkovich[image: External link], who turned into the concept behind Miami Vice).[129][130][131][132] and Knight Rider (which was inspired by a perceived lack of leading men who could act, with Tartikoff suggesting that a talking car could fill in the gaps in any leading man's acting abilities).[128] While Family Ties was undergoing its casting process, Tartikoff was unexcited about Michael J. Fox[image: External link] being considered for the role of Alex P. Keaton,[128] however, creator/executive producer Gary David Goldberg[image: External link] insisted on having Fox in the role until Tartikoff relented, saying, "Go ahead if you insist. But I'm telling you, this is not the kind of face you'll ever see on a lunch box[image: External link]". After Fox's stardom was cemented by Back to the Future[image: External link], he good-naturedly sent Tartikoff a lunch box with Fox's picture that contained a note reading: "To Brandon: This is for you to put your crow[image: External link] in. Love and Kisses, Michael J. Fox", which Tartikoff kept in his office for the rest of his career. Johnny Carson broke the news of his retirement in February 1991 to Tartikoff during a lunch meeting at the Grille in Beverly Hills. Tartikoff and chairman Bob Wright were the only ones who knew of the planned retirement before it was made public days later.[128] Tartikoff wrote in his memoirs that his biggest professional regret was cancelling the series Buffalo Bill[image: External link], which he later went on to include in a fantasy "dream schedule" created for a TV Guide[image: External link] article that detailed his idea of "The Greatest Network Ever."



	Warren Littlefield[image: External link]
	1991–1998
	Littlefield helped develop Cheers, The Cosby Show and The Golden Girls as senior, and later, executive vice president of NBC Entertainment under Brandon Tartikoff, of whom Littlefield was his protégé. During his tenure as president of NBC, Littlefield oversaw the creation of many hit shows during the 1990s such as Seinfeld, The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air, Wings, Blossom, Law & Order, Mad About You, Sisters, Frasier, Friends, ER, Homicide: Life on the Street[image: External link], Caroline in the City[image: External link], NewsRadio[image: External link], 3rd Rock from the Sun[image: External link], Suddenly Susan[image: External link], Just Shoot Me!, Will & Grace and The West Wing.



	Scott Sassa[image: External link]
	1998–1999
	Sassa joined NBC in September 1997 as president of the NBC Television Stations division, where he was responsible for overseeing the operation of NBC's then 13 owned-and-operated stations.[133] In October 1998, Sassa became president of NBC Entertainment, lasting in that position for eight months until he was reassigned to NBC's West Coast division in May 1999, where as its president, he oversaw NBC's entertainment-related businesses.[41] Sassa made the transition to that position after working alongside his predecessor, Don Ohlmeyer. During this time, he oversaw the development and production of NBC's new primetime series including such shows as The West Wing, Law & Order: Special Victims Unit and Fear Factor. Under Sassa, NBC rated as the #1 network for three out of four seasons.



	Garth Ancier[image: External link]
	1999–2000
	Ancier, who also worked as television producer (most notably, serving as executive producer of tabloid talk show Ricki Lake[image: External link]) prior to joining the network, was named President of NBC Entertainment in 1999.



	Jeff Zucker[image: External link]
	2000–2004
	Zucker was named President of NBC Entertainment in 2000, succeeding Garth Ancier.[134] In a 2004 profile on Zucker, Businessweek[image: External link] stated that in his four years as entertainment president, he was responsible for having "kept the network ahead of the pack by airing the gross out[image: External link] show Fear Factor, negotiating for the cast of the hit series Friends to take the series up to a tenth season, and signing Donald Trump for the reality show The Apprentice[image: External link]" and having helped increase NBC's operating revenue from $532 million in 1999 to $870 million by 2003. Other critical and/or commercial successes greenlit under Zucker included Las Vegas, Law & Order: Criminal Intent[image: External link] and Scrubs[image: External link]. He originated the concept of airing "Supersized" episodes (running longer than the standard 30-minute slot) of NBC sitcoms during sweeps and making aggressive programming efforts during the summer to compete with cable networks that began to draw viewers to their original programming content while the networks ran mostly reruns. Zucker also oversaw the successful transition of Bravo[image: External link] (which NBC acquired from Rainbow Media[image: External link] in 2002) from a film and arts-focused network to a network primarily reliant on reality series, and the repositioning of Telemundo to become more competitive with leading Spanish-language network Univision. In May 2004, following NBC's merger with Vivendi Universal[image: External link], Zucker was promoted to president of the NBC Universal Television Group. Zucker's responsibilities, which already included NBC's cable channels, were expanded to include oversight of television production as well as USA Network[image: External link], Sci-Fi Channel[image: External link] and Trio[image: External link]. Following his promotion, NBC slid from first place to fourth in the ratings. Shows that Zucker championed such as animated series Father of the Pride[image: External link] and the Friends spinoff Joey floundered.[135]




	Kevin Reilly[image: External link]
	2004–2007
	Reilly was appointed President of Entertainment in May 2004. Having begun his career at NBC Entertainment almost two decades earlier, he returned to the network in the fall of 2003 as President of Primetime Development. Early in his NBC career, Reilly supervised Law & Order in its first season and helped develop ER. After his first stint at NBC, Reilly became President of Brad Grey Television, the television production arm of Brillstein-Grey Entertainment[image: External link], in 1994. He was responsible for the development of the pilot for The Sopranos[image: External link], and NBC sitcoms Just Shoot Me! and NewsRadio. Reilly's vocal support of The Office helped it survive its first season, despite it suffering from low ratings.[136] Shows developed under Reilly included My Name Is Earl, Heroes, 30 Rock and Friday Night Lights.[137] Although he signed a new three-year contract with NBC in February 2007, Reilly was terminated as President in late May 2007.[138] Approximately one month later, he joined Fox as its President of Entertainment.



	Ben Silverman[image: External link]
	2007–2009
	Silverman and Marc Graboff were appointed co-chairmen of NBC Entertainment in 2007, succeeding Kevin Reilly. That year, Silverman became the first producer since Norman Lear[image: External link] (in 1973) to have two Emmy-nominated shows in the "Outstanding Comedy/Variety Series" category (The Office and ABC's Ugly Betty).[139] He is credited for his role in saving the critically acclaimed but low-rated NBC drama Friday Night Lights by striking an innovative deal,[140] in which DirecTV[image: External link] agreed to take on a substantial amount of the show's production budget in exchange for exclusive first window[image: External link] rights to broadcast the program on The 101[image: External link] while NBC would re-air the episodes later in the season.[141]




	Jeff Gaspin[image: External link]
	2009–2010
	Gaspin first joined NBC in the early 1980s, as part of its associates program, after failing to find any jobs in finance on Wall Street[image: External link]. After spending five years in the finance department, he was promoted to a programming position at NBC News at the urging of the news division's then-president Michael Gartner, before being moved to the entertainment division. During his first tenure, Gaspin helped to develop and launch Dateline NBC and oversaw the expansion of Today to weekends. In 1996, Gaspin left NBC to become program development chief at VH1. Gaspin returned to NBC in 2001 as Executive Vice President of Program Strategy at NBC Entertainment, where he helped to develop new programs such as The Apprentice and The Biggest Loser. In 2002, Gaspin was appointed as President of Bravo, following NBC's purchase of the cable channel, where his most notable accomplishments were the massive hits Queer Eye for the Straight Guy[image: External link] and Project Runway[image: External link]. He was reassigned to President of NBC Universal Cable and Digital Content in 2007.[142] In July 2009, Gaspin was promoted to Chairman of NBC Universal Television Entertainment, becoming responsible for NBC Entertainment, USA Network, Bravo and NBC Universal Domestic Television Distribution[image: External link].



	Robert Greenblatt[image: External link]
	2011–present
	Greenblatt succeeded Jeff Gaspin in January 2011 after Comcast took control of NBCUniversal.[143]
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Sarah Louise Palin ( i[image: External link]/'peIln /[image: External link]; née Heath; born February 11, 1964) is an American politician, commentator, and author who served as the 11th[image: External link] Governor of Alaska[image: External link] from 2006 until her resignation in 2009. As the Republican Party[image: External link] nominee for Vice President of the United States[image: External link] in the 2008 election[image: External link] alongside presidential nominee, Arizona Senator[image: External link] John McCain[image: External link], she was the first Alaskan on the national ticket of a major political party and the first Republican woman selected as a vice presidential candidate. Also, her book Going Rogue[image: External link] has sold more than two million copies.

She was elected to the Wasilla[image: External link] city council in 1992 and became mayor of Wasilla in 1996. In 2003, after an unsuccessful run for lieutenant governor[image: External link], she was appointed chair of the Alaska Oil and Gas Conservation Commission[image: External link], responsible for overseeing the state's oil and gas fields for safety and efficiency. She was the youngest person and the first woman to be elected Governor of Alaska[image: External link].[1]

Since her resignation as Governor[image: External link], she has endorsed and campaigned for the Tea Party movement[image: External link] as well as several candidates[image: External link] in multiple election cycles, prominently including Donald Trump[image: External link] for President in 2016. From 2010 to 2015, she provided political commentary for Fox News[image: External link].[2] On April 3, 2014, Palin premiered her TV show, Amazing America with Sarah Palin[image: External link], on the Sportsman Channel[image: External link], which ran until February 12, 2015.[3][4] On July 27, 2014, Palin launched the online news network[image: External link] called the Sarah Palin Channel[image: External link], which was closed on July 4, 2015.[5]
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 Early life and family




Palin was born in Sandpoint, Idaho[image: External link], the third of four children (three daughters and one son) of Sarah "Sally" Heath (née Sheeran), a school secretary, and Charles R. "Chuck" Heath, a science teacher and track-and-field coach. Palin's siblings are Chuck Jr., Heather, and Molly.[6][7][8][9][10] Palin is of English, Irish, and German ancestry.[11]

When Palin was a few months old, the family moved to Skagway, Alaska[image: External link],[12] where her father received his teaching job.[13] They relocated to Eagle River[image: External link] in 1969 and finally settled in Wasilla[image: External link] in 1972.[14][15]

Palin played flute in the junior high band and then attended Wasilla High School[image: External link], where she was the head of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes[image: External link][16] and a member of the girls' basketball and cross-country running teams.[17] During her senior year, she was co-captain and point guard of the basketball team that won the 1982 Alaska state championship[image: External link], earning the nickname "Sarah Barracuda" for her competitive streak.[18][19][20]

In 1984, Palin won the Miss Wasilla beauty pageant,[21] then finished third in the Miss Alaska[image: External link] pageant.[22][23] She played the flute in the talent portion of the contest.[24] One author reports that she received the Miss Congeniality award in the Miss Wasilla contest (but this is disputed by another contestant and classmate of Palin's)[21] and a college scholarship.[18]
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 College




After graduating from high school in 1982, Palin enrolled at the University of Hawaii at Hilo[image: External link].[25] Shortly after arriving in Hawaii[image: External link], Palin transferred to Hawaii Pacific University[image: External link] in Honolulu[image: External link] for a semester in the fall of 1982 and then to North Idaho College[image: External link], a community college in Coeur d'Alene[image: External link], for the spring and fall semesters of 1983.[26] She enrolled at the University of Idaho[image: External link] in Moscow[image: External link] for an academic year starting in August 1984 and then attended Matanuska-Susitna College[image: External link] in Alaska in the fall of 1985. Palin returned to the University of Idaho in January 1986 and received her bachelor's degree[image: External link] in communications[image: External link] with an emphasis in journalism[image: External link] in May 1987.[26][27][28][29]

In June 2008, the Alumni Association of North Idaho College gave Palin its Distinguished Alumni Achievement Award.[26][30]
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 Early career and marriage




After graduation, she worked as a sportscaster[image: External link] for KTUU-TV[image: External link] and KTVA-TV[image: External link] in Anchorage[image: External link][31][32] and as a sports reporter[image: External link] for the Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman[image: External link],[33][34] fulfilling an early ambition.[35]

In August 1988, she eloped[image: External link] with her high school sweetheart, Todd Palin[image: External link].[36] Following the birth of their first child in April 1989, she helped in her husband's commercial fishing[image: External link] business.[37]
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 Early political career




Main articles: Early political career of Sarah Palin[image: External link] and Electoral history of Sarah Palin[image: External link]
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 City council




Palin was elected to the Wasilla City Council[image: External link] in 1992, winning 530 votes to 310.[38][39] Throughout her tenure on the city council and the rest of her political career, Palin has been a Republican since registering in 1982.[40]
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 Mayor of Wasilla




Concerned that revenue from a new Wasilla sales tax[image: External link] would not be spent wisely,[41] Palin ran for mayor of Wasilla in 1996, defeating incumbent mayor John Stein[36] 651 to 440 votes.[42] Her biographer described her campaign as targeting wasteful spending and high taxes;[18] her opponent, Stein, said that Palin introduced abortion, gun rights[image: External link], and term limits[image: External link] as campaign issues.[43] The election was nonpartisan, though the state Republican Party ran advertisements for Palin.[43] She ran for reelection against Stein in 1999 and won, 909 votes to 292.[44] In 2002, she completed the second of the two consecutive three-year terms allowed by the city charter.[45] She was elected president of the Alaska Conference of Mayors in 1999.[46]
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 First term




Palin had a contretemps with the Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, a local newspaper, and reportedly became involved in personnel challenges and "a thwarted attempt to pack the City Council" during her first year in office.[47] Using income generated by a 2% sales tax that had been approved by Wasilla voters in October 1992,[48] Palin cut property taxes[image: External link] by 75% and eliminated personal property and business inventory taxes.[49][50] Using municipal bonds[image: External link], she made improvements to the roads and sewers and increased funding to the police department.[43] She oversaw creation of new bike paths and procured funding for storm-water treatment to protect freshwater resources. At the same time, she shrank the local museum's budget and deterred talk of a new library and city hall.[49]

Soon after taking office in October 1996, Palin eliminated the position of museum director[51] and asked for updated resumes and resignation letters from "city department heads who had been loyal to Stein",[52] including the police chief, public works director, finance director, and librarian.[53] Palin stated this request was to find out their intentions and whether they supported her. She temporarily required department heads to get her approval before talking to reporters, saying they first needed to become acquainted with her administration's policies.[53] She created the position of city administrator[43] and reduced her own $68,000 salary by 10%, although by mid 1998 this was reversed by the city council.[54]

In October 1996, Palin asked library director Mary Ellen Emmons if she would object to the removal of a book from the library if people were picketing to have the book removed.[55] Emmons responded that she would, and others as well.[55] Palin stated that she had not been proposing censorship but had been discussing many issues with her staff that were "both rhetorical and realistic in nature."[55] No attempt was made to remove books from the library during Palin's tenure as mayor.[56]

Palin said she fired Police Chief Irl Stambaugh because he did not fully support her efforts to govern the city.[57] Stambaugh filed a lawsuit alleging wrongful termination[image: External link] and violation of his free speech rights.[58] The judge dismissed Stambaugh's lawsuit, holding that the police chief served at the discretion of the mayor and could be terminated for nearly any reason, even a political one,[59][60] and ordered Stambaugh to pay Palin's legal fees.[59]
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 Second term




During her second term as mayor, Palin proposed and promoted the construction of a municipal sports center to be financed by a 0.5%[43] sales tax increase and $14.7 million bond issue.[61] Voters approved the measure by a 20-vote margin, and the Wasilla Multi-Use Sports Complex (later named the Curtis D. Menard Memorial Sports Center[image: External link]) was built on time and under budget. However, the city spent an additional $1.3 million because of an eminent domain[image: External link] lawsuit caused by the city's failure to obtain clear title to the property before beginning construction.[61] The city's long-term debt grew from about $1 million to $25 million because of expenditures of $15 million for the sports complex, $5.5 million for street projects, and $3 million for water improvement projects. The Wall Street Journal characterized the project as a "financial mess."[61] A city council member defended the spending increases as being necessitated by the city's growth during that time.[62]

Palin also joined with nearby communities in hiring the Anchorage[image: External link]-based lobbying firm of Robertson[image: External link], Monagle & Eastaugh to lobby for federal funds. The firm secured nearly $8 million in earmarks[image: External link] for the Wasilla city government,[63] including $500,000 for a youth shelter, $1.9 million for a transportation hub, and $900,000 for sewer repairs.[64] In 2008, Wasilla's current mayor credited Palin's 75 percent property tax cuts and infrastructure improvements with bringing "big-box stores[image: External link]" and 50,000 shoppers per day to Wasilla.[38]
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 State-level politics




In 2002, Palin ran for the Republican nomination for lieutenant governor[image: External link], coming in second to Loren Leman[image: External link] in a five-way Republican primary.[65] Following her defeat, she campaigned throughout the state for the nominated Republican governor-lieutenant governor ticket of Frank Murkowski[image: External link] and Leman.[66] Murkowski and Leman won and Murkowski resigned from his long-held U.S. Senate[image: External link] seat in December 2002 to assume the governorship. Palin was said to be on the "short list" of possible appointees to Murkowski's U.S. Senate seat,[66] but Murkowski ultimately appointed his daughter, State Representative[image: External link] Lisa Murkowski[image: External link], as his successor in the Senate.[67]

Governor Murkowski offered other jobs to Palin, and in February 2003 she accepted an appointment to the Alaska Oil and Gas Conservation Commission[image: External link], which oversees Alaska's oil and gas fields for safety and efficiency.[66] While she had little background in the area, she said she wanted to learn more about the oil industry and was named chair of the commission and ethics supervisor.[66][68][69] By November 2003 she was filing nonpublic ethics complaints with the state attorney general and the governor against a fellow commission member, Randy Ruedrich, a former petroleum engineer and at the time the chair of the state Republican Party[image: External link].[66] He was forced to resign in November 2003.[66] Palin resigned in January 2004 and put her protests against Ruedrich's "lack of ethics" into the public arena[18][66] by filing a public complaint against Ruedrich,[70] who was then fined $12,000. She joined with Democratic legislator Eric Croft[image: External link][71] in complaining that Gregg Renkes, then the attorney general of Alaska[image: External link],[72] had a financial conflict of interest in negotiating a coal[image: External link] exporting trade agreement.[73][74] Renkes also resigned his post.[18][69]

From 2003 to June 2005, Palin served as one of three directors of "Ted Stevens[image: External link] Excellence in Public Service, Inc.," a 527 group[image: External link] designed to provide political training for Republican women in Alaska.[75] In 2004, Palin told the Anchorage Daily News[image: External link] that she had decided not to run for the U.S. Senate that year against the Republican incumbent, Lisa Murkowski[image: External link], because her teenage son opposed it. Palin said, "How could I be the team mom if I was a U.S. Senator?"[76]
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 Governor of Alaska




Main article: Governorship of Sarah Palin[image: External link]


In 2006, running on a clean-government platform, Palin defeated incumbent Governor Frank Murkowski in the Republican gubernatorial primary[image: External link].[77][78] Her running mate was Sean Parnell[image: External link].[79]

In the November election[image: External link] Palin was outspent but victorious, defeating former Democratic governor Tony Knowles[image: External link] by a margin of 48.3% to 40.9%.[18] She became Alaska's first female governor[image: External link] and, at the age of 42, the youngest governor in Alaskan history, the state's first governor to have been born after Alaska achieved U.S. statehood[image: External link], and the first not to be inaugurated in Juneau[image: External link] (she chose to have the ceremony held in Fairbanks[image: External link] instead). She took office on December 4, 2006, and for most of her term was very popular with Alaska voters. Polls taken in 2007 showed her with 93% and 89% popularity among all voters,[80] which led some media outlets to call her "the most popular governor in America."[71][80] A poll taken in late September 2008 after Palin was named to the national Republican ticket showed her popularity in Alaska at 68%.[81] A poll taken in May 2009 showed Palin's popularity among Alaskans was at 54% positive and 41.6% negative.[82]

Palin declared that top priorities of her administration would be resource development, education and workforce development, public health and safety, and transportation and infrastructure development. She had championed ethics reform throughout her election campaign. Her first legislative action after taking office was to push for a bipartisan ethics reform bill. She signed the resulting legislation in July 2007, calling it a "first step" and declaring that she remained determined to clean up Alaska politics.[83]

Palin frequently broke with the Alaskan Republican establishment.[84][85] For example, she endorsed Parnell's bid to unseat the state's longtime at-large U.S. Representative, Don Young[image: External link],[86] and she publicly challenged then-U.S. Senator Ted Stevens[image: External link] to come clean about the federal investigation into his financial dealings. Shortly before his July 2008 indictment, she held a joint news conference with Stevens, described by The Washington Post[image: External link] as intended to "make clear she had not abandoned him politically."[75] She promoted the development of oil and natural-gas resources in Alaska, including drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge[image: External link] (ANWR). Proposals to drill for oil in ANWR have occasioned national debate[image: External link].[87]

In 2006, Palin obtained a passport[88] and in 2007 traveled for the first time outside of North America on a trip to Kuwait[image: External link]. There she visited the Khabari Alawazem Crossing at the Kuwait–Iraq border and met with members of the Alaska National Guard[image: External link] at several bases.[89] On her return journey she visited injured soldiers in Germany.[90]
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 Budget, spending, and federal funds




In June 2007, Palin signed a record $6.6 billion operating budget into law.[91] At the same time, she used her veto power to make the second-largest cuts of the capital budget in state history. The $237 million in cuts represented over 300 local projects and reduced the capital budget to $1.6 billion.[92]

In 2008, Palin vetoed $286 million, cutting or reducing funding for 350 projects from the FY[image: External link]09 capital budget.[93]

Palin followed through on a campaign promise to sell the Westwind II[image: External link] jet, a purchase made by the Murkowski administration for $2.7 million in 2005 against the wishes of the legislature.[94] In August 2007, the jet was listed on eBay[image: External link], but the sale fell through, and the plane later sold for $2.1 million through a private brokerage firm.[95]
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 Gubernatorial expenditures




Palin lived in Juneau during the legislative session and lived in Wasilla and worked out of offices in Anchorage the rest of the year. Since the office in Anchorage is 565 miles from Juneau, while she worked there, state officials said she was permitted to claim a $58 per diem[image: External link] travel allowance, which she took (a total of $16,951), and to reimbursement for hotels, which she did not, choosing instead to drive about 50 miles to her home in Wasilla.[96] She elected not to use the former governor's private chef.[97] Republicans and Democrats criticized Palin for taking the per diem[image: External link] and $43,490 in travel expenses on occasions when her family accompanied her on state business.[98][99] Palin's staffers responded that these practices were in line with state policy, that her gubernatorial expenses were 80% below those of Murkowski, her predecessor,[98] and that "many of the hundreds of invitations Palin receives include requests for her to bring her family, placing the definition of 'state business' with the party extending the invitation."[96] In February 2009, the State of Alaska, reversing a policy that had treated the payments as legitimate business expenses under the Internal Revenue Code[image: External link], decided that per diems paid to state employees for stays in their own homes will be treated as taxable income and will be included in employees' gross income on their W-2[image: External link] forms.[100] Palin herself had ordered the review of the tax policy.[101]

In December 2008, an Alaska state commission recommended increasing the governor's annual salary from $125,000 to $150,000. Palin stated that she would not accept the pay raise.[102] In response, the commission dropped the recommendation.[103]
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 Federal funding




In her State of the State address[image: External link] on January 17, 2008, Palin declared that the people of Alaska "can and must continue to develop our economy, because we cannot and must not rely so heavily on federal government [funding]."[104] Alaska's federal congressional representatives cut back on pork-barrel[image: External link] project requests during Palin's time as governor; despite this, in 2008 Alaska was still the largest per-capita recipient of federal earmarks[image: External link], requesting nearly $750 million in special federal spending over a period of two years.[105]

While there is no state sales tax or income tax in Alaska, royalty revenues from the Prudhoe Bay Oil Field[image: External link] (consisting mostly of state-owned lands) have funded large state budgets since 1980, with the exact amounts largely dependent upon the prevailing price of petroleum[image: External link]. As a result, state revenues doubled to $10 billion in 2008. For the 2009 budget, Palin gave a list of 31 proposed federal earmarks or requests for funding, totaling $197 million, to Alaska's senior U.S. Senator Ted Stevens[image: External link].[106][107] Palin has stated that her decreasing support for federal funding was a source of friction between her and the state's congressional delegation; Palin requested less in federal funding each year than her predecessor Frank Murkowski requested in his last year.[108]
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 Bridge to Nowhere




Main article: Gravina Island Bridge[image: External link]


In 2005, before Palin was elected governor, Congress passed an omnibus spending bill[image: External link] that contained a $442-million earmark[image: External link] for constructing two Alaska bridges. The Gravina Island Bridge[image: External link], intended to provide a link between the Ketchikan airport[image: External link] on Gravina Island[image: External link] and the city of Ketchikan[image: External link] at a cost of $233 million in federal grant money, received nationwide attention as a symbol of pork-barrel spending[image: External link]. As the island only has a population of 50, the bridge became known as the "Bridge to Nowhere." The public furor led to Congress removing the earmarks, but retaining the allotted funds to Alaska as part of its general transportation fund.[109]

In 2006, Palin ran for governor with a "build-the-bridge" plank in her platform,[110] saying she would "not allow the spinmeisters to turn this project ... into something that's so negative."[111] Palin criticized the use of the word "nowhere" as insulting to local residents[110][112] and urged speedy work on building the infrastructure "while our congressional delegation is in a strong position to assist."[112]

As governor, Palin canceled the Gravina Island Bridge in September 2007, saying that Congress had "little interest in spending any more money" due to "inaccurate portrayals of the projects."[113] Alaska did not return the $442 million in federal transportation funds.[114]

In 2008, as a vice-presidential candidate, Palin characterized her position as having told Congress "thanks, but no thanks, on that bridge to nowhere." A number of Ketchikan[image: External link] residents said that the claim was false and a betrayal of Palin's previous support for their community.[114] Some critics said that her statement was misleading, as she had expressed support for the spending project and kept the federal money after the project was canceled.[115]

Palin was criticized for allowing construction of a 3-mile access road[image: External link], built with $25 million in federal transportation funds set aside as part of the original bridge project, to continue. A spokesman for Alaska's Department of Transportation[image: External link] said that it was within Palin's power to cancel the road project, but noted the state was considering cheaper designs to complete the bridge project, and that in any case, the road would open up the surrounding lands for development.[116][117]
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 Gas pipeline




See also: Alaska gas pipeline[image: External link]


In August 2008, Palin signed a bill authorizing the State of Alaska to award TransCanada Pipelines[image: External link]—the sole bidder to meet the state's requirements—a license to build and operate a pipeline to transport natural gas from the Alaska North Slope to the continental United States through Canada.[118] The governor also pledged $500 million in seed money to support the project.[119]

It was estimated that the project would cost $26 billion.[118] Newsweek described the project as "the principal achievement of Sarah Palin's term as Alaska's governor."[120] The pipeline also faces legal challenges from Canadian First Nations[image: External link].[120]
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 Predator control




See also: Governorship of Sarah Palin § Environment[image: External link]


In 2007, Palin supported a 2003 Alaska Department of Fish and Game[image: External link] policy allowing the hunting of wolves from the air as part of a predator control program intended to increase moose[image: External link] and caribou[image: External link] populations for subsistence-food gatherers and other hunters.[121][122] In March 2007, Palin's office announced that a bounty of $150 per wolf would be paid to the 180 volunteer pilots and gunners in five areas of Alaska to offset fuel costs. In the prior four years, 607 wolves had been killed. State biologists wanted 382 to 664 wolves to be killed by the end of the predator-control season in April 2007. Wildlife activists sued the state, and a state judge declared the bounty illegal on the basis that a bounty would have to be offered by the Board of Game and not by the Department of Fish and Game.[121][123] On August 26, 2008, Alaskans voted against ending the state's predator control program.[124]
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 Public Safety Commissioner dismissal




Main article: Alaska Public Safety Commissioner dismissal[image: External link]


Palin dismissed Public Safety Commissioner[image: External link] Walt Monegan[image: External link] on July 11, 2008, citing performance-related issues, such as not being "a team player on budgeting issues"[125] and "egregious rogue behavior."[126] Palin attorney Thomas Van Flein said that the "last straw" was Monegan's planned trip to Washington, D.C.[image: External link], to seek funding for a new, multimillion-dollar sexual assault initiative the governor hadn't yet approved.[127] Monegan said that he had resisted persistent pressure from Palin, her husband, and her staff, including state Attorney General[image: External link] Talis J. Colberg[image: External link], to fire Palin's ex-brother-in-law, Alaska State Trooper[image: External link] Mike Wooten; Wooten was involved in a child custody battle with Palin's sister after a bitter divorce that included an alleged death threat against Palin's father.[128][129] At one point Sarah and Todd Palin hired a private investigator to gather information, seeking to have Wooten officially disciplined.[130] Monegan stated that he learned an internal investigation had found all but two of the allegations to be unsubstantiated, and Wooten had been disciplined for the others – an illegal moose killing and the tasering[image: External link] of his 11-year-old stepson, who had reportedly asked to be tasered.[129] He told the Palins that there was nothing he could do because the matter was closed.[131] When contacted by the press for comment, Monegan first acknowledged pressure to fire Wooten but said that he could not be certain that his own firing was connected to that issue;[129] he later asserted that the dispute over Wooten was a major reason for his firing.[132] Palin stated on July 17 that Monegan was not pressured to fire Wooten, nor dismissed for not doing so.[125][131]

Monegan said the subject of Wooten came up when he invited Palin to a birthday party for his cousin, state senator Lyman Hoffman[image: External link], in February 2007 during the legislative session in Juneau[image: External link]. "As we were walking down the stairs in the capitol building she wanted to talk to me about her former brother-in-law," Monegan said. "I said, 'Ma'am, I need to keep you at arm's length with this. I can't deal about him with you.[133] She said, 'OK, that's a good idea.'"[129]

Palin said there was "absolutely no pressure ever put on Commissioner Monegan to hire or fire anybody, at any time. I did not abuse my office powers. And I don't know how to be more blunt and candid and honest, but to tell you that truth. To tell you that no pressure was ever put on anybody to fire anybody." Todd Palin gave a similar account.[134]

On August 13, she acknowledged that a half dozen members of her administration had made more than two dozen calls on the matter to various state officials. "I do now have to tell Alaskans that such pressure could have been perceived to exist, although I have only now become aware of it", she said.[131][133][135] Palin said, "Many of these inquiries were completely appropriate. However, the serial nature of the contacts could be perceived as some kind of pressure, presumably at my direction."[125][136]

Chuck Kopp, whom Palin had appointed to replace Monegan as public safety commissioner, received a $10,000 state severance package[image: External link] after he resigned following just two weeks on the job. Kopp, the former Kenai[image: External link] chief of police[image: External link], resigned July 25 following disclosure of a 2005 sexual harassment complaint and letter of reprimand against him. Monegan said that he did not receive a severance package from the state.[125]
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 Legislative investigation




On August 1, 2008, the Alaska Legislature[image: External link] hired an investigator, Stephen Branchflower, to review the Monegan dismissal. Legislators stated that Palin had the legal authority to fire Monegan, but they wanted to know whether her action had been motivated by anger at Monegan for not firing Wooten.[137] The atmosphere was bipartisan and Palin pledged to cooperate.[137][138] Wooten remained employed as a state trooper.[130] She placed an aide on paid leave due to a tape-recorded phone conversation that she deemed improper, in which the aide, appearing to act on her behalf, complained to a trooper that Wooten had not been fired.[139]

Several weeks after the start of what the media referred to as " troopergate[image: External link]", Palin was chosen as John McCain's running mate.[137] On September 1, Palin asked the legislature to drop its investigation, saying that the state Personnel Board had jurisdiction over ethics issues.[140] The Personnel Board's three members were first appointed by Palin's predecessor, and Palin reappointed one member in 2008.[141] On September 19, Todd Palin and several state employees refused to honor subpoenas[image: External link], the validity of which were disputed by Talis Colberg, Palin's appointee as Alaska's attorney general.[142] On October 2, a court rejected Colberg's challenge to the subpoenas,[143] and seven of the witnesses, not including Todd Palin, eventually testified.[144]
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 Branchflower Report




On October 10, 2008, the Alaska Legislative Council[image: External link] unanimously voted to release, without endorsing,[145] the Branchflower Report, in which investigator Stephen Branchflower found that firing Monegan "was a proper and lawful exercise of her constitutional and statutory authority," but that Palin abused her power as governor and violated the state's Executive Branch Ethics Act when her office pressured Monegan to fire Wooten.[146] The report stated that "Governor Palin knowingly permitted a situation to continue where impermissible pressure was placed on several subordinates to advance a personal agenda, to wit: to get Trooper Michael Wooten fired."[147] The report also said that Palin "permitted Todd Palin to use the Governor's office [...] to continue to contact subordinate state employees in an effort to find some way to get Trooper Wooten fired."[147][148]

On October 11, Palin's attorneys responded, condemning the Branchflower Report as "misleading and wrong on the law."[149] One of Palin's attorneys, Thomas Van Flein, said that it was an attempt to "smear the governor by innuendo."[150] Later that day, Palin did a conference call interview with various Alaskan reporters, where she stated, "Well, I'm very, very pleased to be cleared of any legal wrongdoing... Any hint of any kind of unethical activity there. Very pleased to be cleared of any of that."[151]
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 Alaska Personnel Board investigation and report




The bipartisan State of Alaska Personnel Board reviewed the matter at Palin's request.[152] On September 15, the Anchorage law firm of Clapp, Peterson, Van Flein, Tiemessen & Thorsness filed arguments of "no probable cause" with the Personnel Board on behalf of Palin.[153][154] The Personnel Board retained independent counsel Timothy Petumenos, a Democrat, as an investigator. On October 24, Palin gave three hours of depositions with the Personnel Board in St. Louis, Missouri[image: External link].[155] On November 3, 2008, the State of Alaska Personnel Board reported that there was no probable cause to believe that Palin or any other state official had violated state ethical standards.[156][157][158][159][160] The report further stated that the Branchflower Report used the wrong statute in reaching its conclusions, misconstrued the available evidence and did not consider or obtain all of the material evidence required to properly reach findings in the matter.[156]
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 Job approval ratings




As governor of Alaska, Palin's job approval rating ranged from a high of 93% in May 2007 to 54% in May 2009.[161]



	Date
	Approval
	Disapproval
	Pollster



	May 15, 2007[162]
	93%
	Not reported
	Dittman Research



	May 30, 2007[citation needed[image: External link]]
	89%
	Not reported
	Ivan Moore Research



	October 19–21, 2007[163]
	83%
	11%
	Ivan Moore Research



	April 10, 2008[164]
	73%
	7%
	Rasmussen Reports[image: External link]



	May 17, 2008[165]
	69%
	9%
	Rasmussen Reports



	July 24–25, 2008[166]
	80%
	Not reported
	Hays Research Group



	July 30, 2008[166]
	64%
	14%
	Rasmussen Reports



	September 20–22, 2008[167]
	68%
	Not reported
	Ivan Moore Research



	October 7, 2008[168]
	63%
	37%
	Rasmussen Reports



	March 24–25, 2009[169]
	59.8%
	34.9%
	Hays Research



	May 4–5, 2009[169]
	54%
	41.6%
	Hays Research



	June 14–18, 2009[170]
	56%
	35%
	Global Strategy Group[image: External link]
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 Resignation




Main article: Resignation of Sarah Palin[image: External link]


On July 3, 2009, Palin announced that she would not run for reelection in the 2010 Alaska gubernatorial election and would resign before the end of the month. In her announcement, Palin stated that since August 2008, both she and the state had been spending an "insane" amount of time and money ($2.5 million) responding to "opposition research," 150 FOIA[image: External link] requests and 15 "frivolous" legal ethics complaints filed by "political operatives" against her.[171][172][173][174] Her decision not to seek reelection and to resign from office would enable her to avoid being a lame duck[image: External link] politician. She said, "I'm not putting Alaska through that ...".[173] Contrary to most reports, it has been reported that her decision had been in the works for months, accelerating as it became clear that controversies and endless ethics investigations were threatening to overshadow her legislative agenda. A source close to Palin said, "Attacks inside Alaska and largely invisible to the national media had paralyzed her administration [and] she was no longer able to do the job she had been elected to do. Essentially, the taxpayers were paying for Sarah to go to work every day and defend herself."[174] Palin and her husband Todd had personally incurred more than $500,000 in legal fees defending against ethics charges brought against her as governor even though all the complaints were dismissed. Lt. Governor Sean Parnell[image: External link] said it "really had to do with the weight on her, the concern she had for the cost of all the ethics investigations and the like – the way that weighed on her with respect to her inability to just move forward Alaska's agenda on behalf of Alaskans in the current context of the environment."[171] Lieutenant Governor Sean Parnell[image: External link] became governor on July 26, 2009 in an inaugural ceremony in Fairbanks[image: External link], upon Palin's resignation taking effect.[175]

In December 2010, new rules governing Alaska executive branch ethics, stemming from Palin's tenure as governor, took effect.[176] "These include allowing for the state to pay legal costs for officials cleared of ethics violations; (and) allowing for a family member of the governor or lieutenant governor to travel at state cost in certain circumstances ..."[176]
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 2008 vice-presidential campaign




Main articles: Vice presidential candidacy of Sarah Palin[image: External link] and John McCain presidential campaign, 2008[image: External link]


See also: Republican Party (United States) vice presidential candidates, 2008[image: External link]


Several conservative commentators met Palin in the summer of 2007.[177] Some of them, such as Bill Kristol[image: External link], later urged McCain to pick Palin as his vice presidential running mate, arguing that her presence on the ticket would provide a boost in enthusiasm among the Religious Right[image: External link] wing of the Republican party, while her status as an unknown on the national scene would also be a positive factor.[178]

On August 24, 2008, during a general strategy meeting, Steve Schmidt[image: External link], and a few other senior advisers to the McCain campaign[image: External link], discussed potential vice presidential picks with the consensus settling around Palin. The following day, the strategists advised McCain of their conclusions and he personally called Palin, who was at the Alaska State Fair[image: External link].[179]

On August 27, she visited McCain's vacation home near Sedona, Arizona[image: External link], where she was offered the position of vice-presidential candidate.[180] According to Jill Hazelbaker, a spokeswoman for McCain, he had previously met Palin at the National Governors Association[image: External link] meeting in Washington in February 2008 and had come away "extraordinarily impressed."[181] Palin was the only prospective running mate who had a face-to-face interview with McCain to discuss joining the ticket that week.[182] Nonetheless, Palin's selection was a surprise to many because a main criticism he had of Obama was his lack of experience, and speculation had centered on other candidates, such as Minnesota[image: External link] Governor Tim Pawlenty[image: External link], Louisiana[image: External link] Governor Bobby Jindal[image: External link], former Massachusetts[image: External link] Governor Mitt Romney[image: External link], U.S. Senator Joe Lieberman[image: External link] of Connecticut[image: External link], and former Pennsylvania[image: External link] Governor Tom Ridge[image: External link].[183] On August 29, in Dayton, Ohio[image: External link], McCain announced he had chosen Palin as his running mate[image: External link],[183] making her the first Alaskan and the second woman to run on a major U.S. party ticket.[183]

As Palin was largely unknown outside Alaska before her selection by McCain, her personal life, policy positions, and political record drew intense media scrutiny.[184] On September 1, 2008, Palin announced that her daughter Bristol was pregnant and that she would marry the father, Levi Johnston[image: External link].[185] During this period, some Republicans felt that Palin was being unfairly attacked by the media.[186] Timothy Noah of Slate magazine predicted that Palin's acceptance speech would be "wildly overpraised" and might end speculation that she was unqualified for the job of vice president because the press had been beating her up for "various trivial shortcomings" and had lowered the expectations for her speech.[187] On September 3, 2008, Palin delivered a 40-minute acceptance speech at the Republican National Convention[image: External link] that was well received and watched by more than 40 million people.[188] A Rasmussen poll taken immediately after the Convention found that 51% of Americans believed that the media was "trying to hurt" Palin with negative coverage, and 40% believed Palin to be ready for the Presidency.[189]

During the campaign, controversy erupted over alleged differences between Palin's positions as a gubernatorial candidate and her position as a vice-presidential candidate. After McCain announced Palin as his running mate, Newsweek and Time put Palin on their magazine covers,[190] as some of the media alleged that McCain's campaign was restricting press access to Palin by allowing only three one-on-one interviews and no press conferences with her.[191] Palin's first major interview, with Charles Gibson[image: External link] of ABC News, met with mixed reviews.[192] Her interview five days later with Fox News Channel's Sean Hannity[image: External link] went more smoothly and focused on many of the same questions from Gibson's interview.[193] Palin's performance in her third interview with Katie Couric[image: External link], of CBS News, was widely criticized; her poll numbers declined, Republicans expressed concern that she was becoming a political liability, and some conservative commentators called for Palin to resign from the Presidential ticket.[194][195] Other conservatives remained ardent in their support for Palin, accusing the columnists of elitism[image: External link].[196] Following this interview, some Republicans, including Mitt Romney[image: External link] and Bill Kristol[image: External link], questioned the McCain campaign's strategy of sheltering Palin from unscripted encounters with the press.[197]

Palin reportedly prepared intensively for the October 2 vice-presidential debate[image: External link] with Democratic vice-presidential nominee Joe Biden[image: External link] at Washington University in St. Louis[image: External link]. Some Republicans suggested that Palin's performance in the interviews would improve public perceptions of her debate performance by lowering expectations.[194][198][199] Polling from CNN, Fox and CBS found that while Palin exceeded most voters' expectations, they felt that Biden had won the debate.[200][201]

Upon returning to the campaign trail after her debate preparation, Palin stepped up her attacks on the Democratic candidate for President, Illinois[image: External link] Senator Barack Obama[image: External link]. At a fundraising event, Palin explained her new aggressiveness, saying, "There does come a time when you have to take the gloves off and that time is right now."[202] Palin said that her first amendment[image: External link] right to "call Obama out on his associations" was threatened by "attacks by the mainstream media."[203]

Palin appeared on Saturday Night Live's "Weekend Update" segment on October 18. Prior to her appearance, she had been parodied[image: External link] several times by Tina Fey[image: External link], who was noted for her physical resemblance to the candidate.[204] In the weeks leading up to the election, Palin was also the subject of amateur parodies posted on YouTube.[205]

Controversy arose after it was reported that the Republican National Committee[image: External link] (RNC) spent $150,000 of campaign contributions on clothing, hair styling, and makeup for Palin and her family in September 2008. Campaign spokespersons stated the clothing would be going to charity after the election.[206] Palin and some media outlets blamed gender bias[image: External link] for the controversy.[207][208] At the end of the campaign, Palin returned the clothes to the RNC.[209]

The election took place on November 4, and Obama was projected as the winner at 11:00 PM EST[image: External link].[210] In his concession speech McCain thanked Palin, calling her "one of the best campaigners I've ever seen, and an impressive new voice in our party for reform and the principles that have always been our greatest strength."[210] While aides were preparing the teleprompter[image: External link] for McCain's speech, they found a concession speech written for Palin by George W. Bush[image: External link] speechwriter Matthew Scully[image: External link]. Two members of McCain's staff, Steve Schmidt[image: External link] and Mark Salter[image: External link], told Palin that there was no tradition of Election Night speeches by running mates, and that she would not be speaking. Palin appealed to McCain, who agreed with his staff.[211]
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 After the 2008 election




Palin was the first guest on commentator Glenn Beck[image: External link]'s Fox News television show on January 19, 2009, commenting on Barack Obama that he would be her president and that she would assist in any way to bring progress to the nation without abandoning her conservative views.[212]

In August 2009, she coined the phrase "death panel[image: External link]", to describe rationing of care as part of the proposed health care reform[image: External link]. She stated that it would require Americans such as her parents or her child with Down syndrome, "to stand in front of Obama's 'death panel' so his bureaucrats can decide, based on a subjective judgment of their 'level of productivity in society,' whether they are worthy of health care."[213] The phrase was criticized by many Democrats and Politifact named it the "Lie of the Year of 2009"[214] However, conservatives disputed this and defended her use of the term.[215]

In March 2010, Palin started a show to be aired on TLC[image: External link] called Sarah Palin's Alaska[image: External link].[216] The show was produced by Mark Burnett[image: External link].[217] Five million viewers tuned in for the premiere episode, a record for TLC.[218] Palin also secured a segment on Fox News.[217] Two guests that she was shown to have interviewed claimed to have never met her. Guests LL Cool J[image: External link] and Toby Keith[image: External link] stated that footage shown on the segment was actually taken from another interview with someone else, but was used in Palin's segment.[219] Fox News and Palin ended this relationship in January 2013.[220] But on June 13, 2013, Palin rejoined Fox News Channel as an analyst.[221]

On December 8, 2010, it was reported that SarahPAC and Palin's personal credit card information were compromised through cyber attacks. Palin's team believed the attack was executed by Anonymous[image: External link] during Operation Payback[image: External link].[222] The report was met with skepticism in the blogosphere.[223] Palin's email had been hacked[image: External link] once before in 2008.[224]
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 SarahPAC




On January 27, 2009, Palin formed the political action committee[image: External link], SarahPAC[image: External link].[225] Michael Glassner[image: External link], a former aide to Palin, was appointed as the chief of staff of SarahPac.[226]The organization, which describes itself as an advocate of energy independence,[227] supports candidates for federal and state office.[228] Following her resignation as governor, Palin announced her intention to campaign "on behalf of candidates who believe in the right things, regardless of their party label or affiliation."[229] It was reported that SarahPAC had raised nearly $1,000,000.[230] A legal defense fund was set up to help Palin challenge ethics complaints, and it had collected approximately $250,000 by mid-July 2009.[230][231] In June 2010, Palin's defense fund was ruled illegal and was required to pay back $386,856 it collected in donations because it used Palin's position as governor to raise money for her personal gain. Palin subsequently set up a new defense fund.[232] In the 2010 cycle it raised $5.6 million, spending $4.3 million, however only $509,000 went to candidates or political or party committees. In the 2016 election cycle, it spent $830,000 on consultants but provided only $82,500 to candidates, while spending $168,000 on travel and lodging, about twice what it gave to candidates. She endorsed Donald Trump. Sarah PAC was terminated as of December 31, 2016.[233]

In the wake of the January 8, 2011 shooting[image: External link] of Rep. Gabrielle Giffords[image: External link], Palin faced criticism for her SarahPAC[image: External link] website's inclusion of a political graphic that included a crosshair[image: External link][234] over Giffords's district. Palin responded on her Facebook[image: External link] page to the criticism, saying that "Acts of monstrous criminality stand on their own. They begin and end with the criminals who commit them", equating the accusations of her role in the shooting to a "blood libel[image: External link]".[235][236][237] Her response sparked a fiery debate attracting support and criticism.[238] An ABC News[image: External link]-Washington Post[image: External link] poll found that 46% of respondents viewed Palin's response unfavorably, 30% approved and 24% had no opinion.[239]
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 Going Rogue and America by Heart




Main article: Going Rogue: An American Life[image: External link]


In November 2009, Palin released her memoir, Going Rogue: An American Life, in which she details her private and political career, including her resignation as Governor of Alaska. Palin said she took the title from the phrase 'gone rogue' used by McCain staffers to describe her behavior when she spoke her mind on the issues during the campaign.[240] The subtitle, "An American Life," mirrors the title of President Ronald Reagan[image: External link]'s 1990 autobiography[image: External link].[241] Less than two weeks after its release, sales of the book exceeded the one million mark, with 300,000 copies sold the first day. Its bestseller rankings were comparable to memoirs by Bill Clinton[image: External link], Hillary Clinton[image: External link] and Barack Obama.[242][243][244]

Palin traveled to 11 states in a bus, with her family accompanying her, to promote the book. She made a number of media appearances as well, including a widely publicized interview on November 16, 2009, with Oprah Winfrey[image: External link].[245] In November 2010 HarperCollins[image: External link] released Palin's second book, titled America by Heart[image: External link].[246][247][248] The book contains excerpts from Palin's favorite speeches, sermons and literature as well as portraits of people Palin admires, including some she met in rural America on her first book tour.[246]
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 Tea Party movement




Main article: Tea Party movement[image: External link]


On February 6, 2010, Palin was the keynote speaker at the first Tea Party convention in Nashville, Tennessee[image: External link]. Palin said the Tea Party movement is "the future of politics in America."[249] She criticized Obama for rising deficits, and for "apologizing for America" in speeches in other countries. Palin said Obama was weak on the War on Terror[image: External link] for allowing the so-called Christmas bomber to board a plane headed for the United States.[250]

On April 16, 2011, Palin was the keynote speaker at an annual tax day tea party rally at the state capitol in Madison, Wisconsin[image: External link] sponsored by Americans for Prosperity[image: External link], a conservative[image: External link] political advocacy group[image: External link] headquartered in Arlington, Virginia[image: External link].[251]

On Labor Day[image: External link], September 5, 2011, Palin was the featured speaker at a Tea Party Express[image: External link] rally in Manchester, New Hampshire[image: External link]'s Victory Park. She addressed a large enthusiastic crowd. Palin told the attendees that it was time to grow the Tea Party movement and it was important for them to avoid internal bickering with Establishment Republicans.[252] She told the crowd, "The Tea Party movement is bigger than any one person and is not about any one candidate."[253]
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 "Pink Elephant" movement and 2010 endorsements




In the middle of 2010, Palin flagged the launch of a new "Pink Elephant Movement".[254][not in citation given[image: External link]] She set about endorsing a number of female GOP candidates.[255] Her endorsement helped Georgia Gubernatorial candidate[image: External link] Karen Handel[image: External link] to take the lead in the campaign for the Republican nomination,[256] although Handel lost the primary. Palin endorsed several female candidates nationally. Ryan Rudominer, a spokesman for the House Democratic campaign operation called her involvement in various U.S. House campaigns a "great thing across the board".[257] She spoke at a May 2010 fundraiser for the Susan B. Anthony List[image: External link], a pro-life[image: External link] political advocacy group and political action committee[image: External link] that supports pro-life women in politics, in which she coined the term "mama grizzly[image: External link]".[258][259] Palin endorsed Nikki Haley[image: External link] for the Republican nomination for Governor of South Carolina three weeks before the election. At the time of the endorsement, Haley was polling last among Republicans; she ended up winning the nomination and general election.[260]

In the months ahead of the November 2010 elections[image: External link], Palin endorsed 64 Republican candidates,[261] and was a significant fundraising asset to those she campaigned for during the primary season.[262] According to Politico, Palin's criteria for endorsing candidates was whether they had the support of the Tea Party movement and the support of the Susan B. Anthony List.[263] In terms of success, Palin was 7–2 for Senate endorsements; 7–6 for House endorsements; and 6–3 in endorsements of gubernatorial candidates in races that were considered 'competitive'.[264] Palin's endorsement of Joe Miller[image: External link] in the August 24 Alaska primary election for U.S. Senator was identified as a pivotal moment in Miller's upset of the incumbent Republican Senator Lisa Murkowski[image: External link].[265][266] According to The Daily Beast[image: External link] reporter Shushannah Walshe, Christine O'Donnell's prospects of upsetting establishment Republican candidate Mike Castle "changed overnight" due to Palin's endorsement. O'Donnell defeated Castle in the September 14 primary for Joe Biden's former Senate seat in Delaware.[267] Her O'Donnell endorsement further increased tensions between Palin and the Republican establishment: leading conservative commentator Charles Krauthammer[image: External link] described the endorsement as "reckless and irresponsible";[268] party strategist Karl Rove[image: External link] argued that her endorsement may have cost the GOP the Delaware Senate seat;[269] and commentators including Politico's Ben Smith posited that Palin's support of O'Donnell contributed to dashing Republican hopes of regaining control of the U.S. Senate.[270] Palin's influence over the primaries nonetheless further increased speculation that she would seek to be the party's nominee for President in 2012,[271] with political pundits like David Frum[image: External link] and Jonathan Chait[image: External link] identifying Palin as the front-runner.[272][273]
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 2012 election cycle and candidacy speculation




Beginning in November 2008, following Palin's high profile in the presidential campaign, an active "Draft Palin" movement started.[274] On February 6, 2010, when asked on Fox News[image: External link] whether she would run for president in 2012, she replied, "I would be willing to if I believe that it's right for the country."[275] She added, "I won't close the door that perhaps could be open for me in the future."[276]

In November 2010 Palin confirmed that she was considering running for the Presidency, and was "having that discussion with my family". She said she realised her level of experience could cause problems with winning the nomination, and criticized the "lamestream media" for focusing attention on her personal life.[277]

In March 2011, Palin and her husband toured India[image: External link] at the invitation of Indian newsmagazine India Today,[278] subsequently visiting Israel[image: External link].[279] During the tour she was asked about her future candidacy; she said, "I don't think there needs to be a rush to get out there as a declared candidate. It's a life-changing decision."[280] In response to another question, she said "It's time that a woman is president of the United States of America."[281]

In 2011 Palin said the home she had recently purchased in Scottsdale, Arizona[image: External link] was not a full-time residence,[282] and denied that she was planning to run for the Arizona Senate seat[image: External link] of the retiring Jon Kyl[image: External link].[283] On October 5, 2011, Palin said she had decided not to seek the Republican nomination for President.[284]
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 2014 Alaska gubernatorial election endorsement




In October 2014, Palin endorsed the "unity ticket" of Independent Bill Walker[image: External link] and Democrat Byron Mallott[image: External link] in the 2014 Alaska gubernatorial election[image: External link], which ran against her successor and former lieutenant governor, Sean Parnell[image: External link].[285] The endorsement was prompted by Parnell's oil-and-gas industry tax-cuts, which dismantled her administration's "Alaska's Clear and Equitable Share" (ACES) plan. She had previously supported a referendum to repeal the tax cuts, which was narrowly defeated[image: External link] in August 2014. Walker and Mallott made the repeal of the tax cuts a centerpiece of their campaign.[286] Walker and Mallott won the governorship in the November 2014 election.[287]
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 2016 endorsement of Donald J. Trump for president




In January 2016 Palin announced her endorsement of Donald J. Trump for president. Observers noted that Michael Glassner, Trump's political campaign director, who served as an aide to Palin while she was governor, and was also the chief of staff to her political action committee, SarahPAC, helped to win Palin's endorsement.[288]
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 Political positions




Main article: Political positions of Sarah Palin[image: External link]



	Palin has been a registered Republican since 1982.[289]
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 Health care





	Palin opposed the 2010 health care reform package[image: External link], saying it would lead to rationing of health care by a bureaucracy, which she described using the term "death panels[image: External link]". This legislation is the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act[image: External link], as modified by the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010[image: External link].[290]
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 Social issues





	Palin opposes same-sex marriage[image: External link].[291]


	She opposes abortion[image: External link] including cases of rape[image: External link], incest[image: External link], and embryonic stem cell[image: External link] research.[292] She supports parental consent[image: External link] as a requirement for female minors seeking an abortion.[293]


	She supports capital punishment[image: External link].[294]


	She has called marijuana[image: External link] use a "minimal issue" and suggested that arresting cannabis users should be a low priority for local police, though she opposes legalizing the substance.[295]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Education





	Palin supports sex education[image: External link] in public schools that encourages abstinence[image: External link] along with teaching about contraception[image: External link].[296]


	She supports discussion of creationism[image: External link] during lessons on evolution[image: External link] in public schools.[297] Palin believes evolution "should be taught as an accepted principle" and said that her belief in God's role in Earth's creation "is not part of the state policy or a local curriculum in a school district. Science should be taught in science class."[298]
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 Guns





	A Life Member of the National Rifle Association[image: External link] (NRA),[299] Palin interprets the Second Amendment[image: External link] as including the right to handgun[image: External link] possession and opposes bans on semi-automatic[image: External link] assault weapons[image: External link].[300] She supports gun safety[image: External link] education for youth.[301]
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 Environment





	Palin supports off-shore drilling, and land-based drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge[image: External link].[87][302] When commenting on the Gulf Coast oil disaster Palin said, "I repeat the slogan 'drill here, drill now.'"[303] She said, "I want our country to be able to trust the oil industry."[304] Palin asked supporters to read an article by Thomas Sowell[image: External link] that criticized Obama for having BP pay to an escrow[image: External link] fund.[305]


	Palin considers herself a conservationist[image: External link][306] and during the 2008 campaign demonstrated her skepticism[image: External link] about global warming politics[image: External link],[307] saying "of global warming, climate change, whether it's entirely, wholly caused by man's activities or is part of the cyclical nature of our planet...John McCain and I agree that we have to make sure that we're doing all we can to cut down on pollution."[308] She opposed cap-and-trade[image: External link] proposals contained in the yet to be defeated ACES energy bill[image: External link].[309] Speaking at a 2009 Department of Interior hearing, Palin acknowledged that "many believe" a global effort to reduce greenhouse gases is needed. She stated, "[S]topping domestic energy production of preferred fuels does not solve the issues associated with global warming and threatened or endangered species, but it can make them worse ... These available fuels are required to supply the nation's energy needs during the transition to green energy alternatives."[310] After the election and the Climategate scandal[image: External link], Palin spoke at a 2010 California logging conference calling studies supporting global climate change as "snake oil science". She criticized heavy-handed environmental laws and cited her 2008 suit, as Alaska's governor, against the federal government to overturn the listing of polar bears as a threatened species. She considered environmental regulations as an economic burden to businesses trying to recover from the recession and environmental activists as wanting to "lock up the land".[306]
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 Foreign policy





	Palin is a strong supporter of Israel[image: External link].[311][312] Referring to Iran's threat to Israel, Palin said Obama would be reelected if "he played the war card. Say he decided to declare war on Iran or decided really come out and do whatever he could to support Israel, which I would like him to do."[313]


	On foreign policy[image: External link], Palin supported the Bush Administration[image: External link]'s policies in Iraq, but was concerned that "dependence on foreign energy" may be obstructing efforts to "have an exit plan in place".[314][315] Palin supports preemptive military action in the face of an imminent threat, and supports U.S. military operations in Pakistan. Palin supports NATO[image: External link] membership for Ukraine and Georgia[image: External link],[316] and affirms that if Russia invaded a NATO member, the United States should meet its treaty[image: External link] obligations.[317]


	On foreign policy, Palin supported the surge strategy[image: External link] in Iraq, the use of additional ground forces in Afghanistan, and, in general, maintaining a strong defensive posture by increasing the defense budget.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Palin opposed the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action[image: External link] which placed limits on Iran's nuclear program, on the grounds that the treaty was not strict enough. In a September 9, 2015 speech, she said, "Only in an Orwellian Obama world full of sparkly fairy dust blown from atop his unicorn as he's peeking through a pretty pink kaleidoscope would he ever see victory or safety for America or Israel in this treaty."[318]
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 Public image




Main article: Public image of Sarah Palin[image: External link]


Prior to the 2008 Republican National Convention, a Gallup poll[image: External link] found that most voters were unfamiliar with Sarah Palin. During her campaign to become vice president, 39% said Palin was ready to serve as president if needed, 33% said Palin was not, and 29% had no opinion. This was "the lowest vote of confidence in a running mate since the elder George Bush[image: External link] chose then-Indiana senator Dan Quayle[image: External link] to join his ticket in 1988."[319] Following the convention, her image came under close media scrutiny,[184][320] particularly with regard to her religious perspective on public life, her socially conservative views, and her perceived lack of experience. Palin's experience in foreign and domestic politics came under criticism among conservatives as well as liberals following her nomination.[321][322][323][324] At the same time, Palin became more popular than John McCain among Republicans.[189]

One month after McCain announced Palin as his running mate, she was viewed both more favorably and unfavorably among voters than her opponent, Delaware[image: External link] Senator Joe Biden[image: External link].[325] A plurality of the television audience rated Biden's performance higher at the 2008 vice-presidential debate[image: External link].[325][326]

Media outlets repeated Palin's statement that she "stood up to Big Oil[image: External link]" when she resigned after 11 months as the head of the Alaska Oil and Gas Conservation Commission, due to abuses she witnessed involving other Republican commissioners and their ties to energy companies and energy lobbyists, and again when she raised taxes on oil companies as governor.[327][328] In turn, others have said that Palin is a "friend of Big Oil" due to her advocacy of oil exploration and development including drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge[image: External link] and the de-listing of the polar bear[image: External link] as an endangered species[image: External link].[327][328]

Palin was named one of America's "10 Most Fascinating People of 2008" by Barbara Walters[image: External link] for an ABC special on December 4, 2008.[329] In April 2010, she was selected as one of the world's 100 most influential people by TIME Magazine[image: External link].[330]
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 Personal life




Sarah and Todd Palin married on August 29, 1988, and they have five children: sons Track Cj (born 1989)[331][332] and Trig Paxson Van (born 2008), and daughters Bristol Sheeran Marie[image: External link][333] (born 1990), Willow Bianca Faye (born 1994), and Piper Indi Grace (born 2001).[334][335] Palin's youngest child, Trig, born 2008, was prenatally diagnosed with Down syndrome[image: External link].[336]

Palin has three grandchildren, two by Bristol,[337][338] and one by Track.[339]

Her husband Todd worked for oil company BP[image: External link] as an oil-field production operator, retiring in 2009, and owns a commercial fishing[image: External link] business.[41][340]

Palin was "baptized Catholic as a newborn" as her mother, Sally, had been raised Catholic. However, the Heath family "started going to non-denominational churches" thereafter.[341] Later, her family joined the Wasilla Assembly of God[image: External link], a Pentecostal[image: External link] church,[342] which she attended until 2002.[343] Palin then switched to the Wasilla Bible Church[image: External link].[344] Several news reports posted immediately after McCain named her his running mate called her the first Pentecostal/ charismatic[image: External link] believer to appear on a major-party ticket.[345] Palin does not use the term "Pentecostal" but says she is a " Bible-believing[image: External link] Christian[image: External link]".[341]
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 Publications





	
Going Rogue: An American Life[image: External link] (2009)

	
America by Heart: Reflections on Family, Faith, and Flag[image: External link] (2010)

	
I Hope Like Heck (2011)

	
Good Tidings and Great Joy: Protecting the Heart of Christmas[image: External link] (2013)

	
Sweet Freedom: A Devotional[image: External link] (2015)
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Cold Shoulder (Adele song)






"Cold Shoulder" is a song by British singer Adele, released from her debut album 19. It was released digitally[image: External link] in Ireland[image: External link] on 30 March 2008 and in the UK on 31 March 2008. This is the only song on the album to be produced by Mark Ronson. Ex- Jamiroquai[image: External link] bassist Stuart Zender[image: External link] plays on the song who is also part of Mark Ronson's touring band. Adele performed the song on Friday Night with Jools Holland on 8 February 2008 and on Saturday Night Live during the 18 October 2008 show. A remix by Basement Jaxx[image: External link] has also been receiving airplay and is digitally available.
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 Critical reception




The song was met with positive reviews from critics, with most praising Adele's vocals and the song's lyrics.
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 Music video




The video was shot in February 2008 in London. It has begun gaining airplay on UK music channels, and features Adele singing in a darkened room amongst melting ice statues who all have looks of despair. The video ends with many of the statues melted and final shots of Adele interfade into those of the statues.
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 Track listings




UK – CD and 7-inch vinyl


	"Cold Shoulder" 3:15

	"Now and Then" 3:24



iTunes EP

Cold Shoulder – EP


	"Cold Shoulder"

	"Cold Shoulder" (Basement Jaxx[image: External link] Classic Edit)


	"Cold Shoulder" (Basement Jaxx Classic Remix)


	"Cold Shoulder" (Basement Jaxx DuBB)


	"Cold Shoulder" (Rusko Remix)


	"Cold Shoulder" (Out of Office Remix)
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 Credits and personnel





	
Vocals[image: External link] – Adele


	
Songwriting[image: External link] - Adele, Sacha Skarbek[image: External link]


	Drums, guitar, programming - Mark Ronson


	Bass - Stuart Zender[image: External link]


	Percussion - Pete Biggins

	String arrangements - Will Malone
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 Release history






	Country
	Date



	United Kingdom[image: External link]
	28 April 2008



	Europe[image: External link]
	16 June 2008
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 Charts
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (2008)
	Peak

Position



	Belgium ( Ultratip[image: External link] Flanders)[4]

	3



	Belgium ( Ultratip[image: External link] Wallonia)[5]

	19



	
European Hot 100 Singles[image: External link][6]

	61



	Netherlands (Dutch Top 40[image: External link])[7]

	28



	Netherlands (Single Top 100[image: External link])[8]

	68



	
Scotland[image: External link] (Official Charts Company)[9]

	29



	UK Singles (Official Charts Company[image: External link])[10]

	18
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 Year-end charts






	Country (2008)
	Position



	
United Kingdom[image: External link][11]

	192
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Notting Hill






For the film, see Notting Hill (film)[image: External link]. For Notting Hill in Melbourne, Australia, see Notting Hill, Victoria[image: External link]. For Notting Hill in Ottawa, see Notting Gate[image: External link].

Notting Hill is an affluent district in West London[image: External link],[1] located north of Kensington within the Royal Borough of Kensington & Chelsea[image: External link] as well as Westminster. Notting Hill is known for being a cosmopolitan[image: External link] neighbourhood, hosting the annual Notting Hill Carnival[image: External link] and Portobello Road[image: External link] Market.[2]

Very run-down until the 1980s, Notting Hill now has a contemporary reputation as an affluent and fashionable area[3] known for attractive terraces[image: External link] of large Victorian[image: External link] townhouses and high-end shopping and restaurants (particularly around Westbourne Grove[image: External link] and Clarendon Cross). A Daily Telegraph[image: External link] article in 2004 used the phrase "the Notting Hill Set[image: External link]"[4] to refer to a group of emerging Conservative[image: External link] politicians, such as David Cameron[image: External link] and George Osborne[image: External link], who would become respectively Prime Minister and Chancellor of the Exchequer[image: External link] and were once based in Notting Hill.

For much of the 20th century, the large houses were subdivided into multi-occupancy rentals. Caribbean immigrants were drawn to the area in the 1950s, partly because of the cheap rents, but were exploited by slum landlords like Peter Rachman[image: External link] and who also became the target of white Teddy Boys[image: External link] in the 1958 Notting Hill race riots[image: External link].

Since it was first developed in the 1820s, Notting Hill has had an association with artists and "alternative" culture.[5][6]
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 History





[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Origin of the name




The origin of the name "Notting Hill" is uncertain[7] though an early version appears in the Patent Rolls[image: External link] of 1356 as Knottynghull,[8][9] while an 1878 text, Old and New London, reports that the name derives from a manor in Kensington called "Knotting-Bernes,", "Knutting-Barnes," or "Nutting-barns",[6] and goes on to quote from a court record during Henry VIII[image: External link]'s reign that "the manor called Notingbarons, alias Kensington, in the parish of Paddington, was held of the Abbot of Westminster." For years, it was thought to be a link with Canute, but it is now thought likely that the "Nott" section of the name is derived from the Saxon[image: External link] personal name Cnotta,[10] with the "ing" part generally accepted as coming from the Saxon for a group or settlement of people.[11]
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 Potteries and Piggeries




Main article: Pottery Lane[image: External link]


The area in the west around Pottery Lane was used in the early 19th century for making bricks and tiles out of the heavy clay dug in the area. The clay was shaped and fired in a series of brick and tile kilns.[12] The only remaining 19th-century tile kiln in London is on Walmer Road.[13] In the same area, pig farmers moved in after being forced out of the Marble Arch[image: External link] area. Avondale Park was created in 1892 out of a former area of pig slurry[image: External link] called "the Ocean". This was part of a general clean-up of the area which had become known as the Potteries and Piggeries.
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 19th century development




Main article: Ladbroke Estate[image: External link]


The area remained rural until the westward expansion of London reached Bayswater[image: External link] in the early 19th century. The main landowner in Notting Hill was the Ladbroke family, and from the 1820s James Weller Ladbroke[image: External link] began to undertake the development of the Ladbroke Estate. Working with the architect and surveyor Thomas Allason[image: External link], Ladbroke began to lay out streets and houses, with a view to turning the area into a fashionable suburb of the capital (although the development did not get seriously under way until the 1840s). Many of these streets bear the Ladbroke name, including Ladbroke Grove[image: External link], the main north-south axis of the area, and Ladbroke Square[image: External link], the largest private garden square[image: External link] in London.

The original idea was to call the district Kensington Park[image: External link], and other roads (notably Kensington Park Road[image: External link] and Kensington Park Gardens[image: External link]) are reminders of this. The local telephone prefix[image: External link] 7727 (originally 727) is based on the old telephone exchange[image: External link] name of PARk.[14]

Ladbroke left the actual business of developing his land to the firm of City[image: External link] solicitors, Smith, Bayley (known as Bayley and Janson after 1836), who worked with Allason to develop the property. In 1823 Allason completed a plan for the layout of the main portion of the estate. This marks the genesis of his most enduring idea – the creation of large private communal gardens, originally known as "pleasure grounds", or "paddocks", enclosed by terraces and/or crescents of houses.

Instead of houses being set around a garden square, separated from it by a road, Allason's houses would have direct access to a secluded communal garden in the rear, to which people on the street did not have access and generally could not see. To this day these communal garden[image: External link] squares continue to provide the area with much of its attraction for the wealthiest householders.[15]

In 1837 the Hippodrome[image: External link] racecourse was laid out.[16] The racecourse ran around the hill, and bystanders were expected to watch from the summit of the hill. However, the venture was not a success, in part due to a public right of way which traversed the course, and in part due to the heavy clay of the neighbourhood which caused it to become waterlogged. The Hippodrome closed in 1841, after which development resumed and houses were built on the site. The crescent-shaped roads that circumvent the hill, such as Blenheim Crescent, Elgin Crescent[image: External link], Stanley Crescent, Cornwall Crescent and Landsdowne Crescent, were built over the circular racecourse tracks. At the summit of hill stands the elegant St John's church[image: External link], built in 1845 in the early English style, and which formed the centrepiece of the Ladbroke Estate development.

The Notting Hill houses were large, but they did not immediately succeed in enticing the very richest Londoners, who tended to live closer to the centre of London in Mayfair[image: External link] or Belgravia[image: External link]. The houses appealed to the upper middle class, who could live there in Belgravia style at lower prices. In the opening chapter of John Galsworthy[image: External link]'s Forsyte Saga[image: External link] novels, he housed the Nicholas Forsytes "in Ladbroke Grove, a spacious abode and a great bargain".[17] In 1862 Thomas Hardy[image: External link] left Dorchester for London to work with architect Arthur Blomfield[image: External link]; during this period he lived in Westbourne Park Villas. He immersed himself in the city's literary and cultural life, studying art, visiting the National Gallery[image: External link], attending the theatre and writing prose and poetry. His first published story "How I Built Myself a House" appeared in Chamber's Journal[image: External link] in 1865. Here he wrote his first―but never published―novel The Poor Man and the Lady in 1867, and the poem "A Young Man's Exhortation," from which Graham Greene[image: External link] took an epigraph for his own novel The Comedians[image: External link]. Arthur Machen[image: External link] (1863–1947), the author of many supernatural and fantastic fictions, lived at 23 Clarendon Road, Notting Hill Gate, in the 1880s; he writes of his life here in his memoirs Far Off Things (1922) and Things Near and Far (1923). His mystical work The Hill of Dreams[image: External link] (1907, though written ten years earlier) has scenes set in Notting Hill; it is here that the protagonist Lucian Taylor encounters the beautiful bronze-haired prostitute who will later connive at his death.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Early to mid-20th century




The reputation of the district altered over the course of the 20th century. As middle class households ceased to employ servants, the large Notting Hill houses lost their market and were increasingly split into multiple occupation. During the Blitz[image: External link] a number of buildings were damaged or destroyed by the Luftwaffe[image: External link], including All Saints' Church[image: External link], which was hit in 1940 and again in 1944. In the postwar period the name Notting Hill evoked a down-at-heel area of cheap lodgings, epitomised by the racketeering landlord Peter Rachman[image: External link] and the murders committed by John Christie[image: External link] in 10 Rillington Place, since demolished. The area to the north east, Golborne, was particularly known for being, in the words of Charles Booth[image: External link], "one of the worst areas in London".[18] Southam Street in Kensal Green had 2,400 people living in 140 nine-roomed houses in 1923, and the slum children from this street were documented in the 1950s photographs of Roger Mayne[image: External link].

In late August and early September 1958, the Notting Hill race riots[image: External link] occurred. The series of disturbances are thought to have started on 30 August when a gang of white youths attacked a Swedish woman, Majbritt Morrison[image: External link], who was married to a West Indian man (Raymond Morrison), following a previous incident in Latimer Road tube station.[19] Later that night a mob of 300 to 400 white people, including many "Teddy Boys[image: External link]", were seen on Bramley Road attacking the houses of West Indian residents. The disturbances, racially-motivated rioting[image: External link] and attacks continued every night until they petered out by 5 September.

The dire housing conditions in Notting Hill led Bruce Kenrick[image: External link] to found the Notting Hill Housing Trust[image: External link] in 1963, helping to drive through new housing legislation in the 1960s and found the national housing organisation Shelter[image: External link] in 1966.[20] Nos 1-9 Colville Gardens, now known as Pinehurst Court[image: External link], had become so run down by 1969 that its owner, Robert Gubay of Cledro Developments, described conditions in the buildings as "truly terrible".[21]

The slums were cleared during redevelopment in the 1960s and 1970s when the Westway Flyover[image: External link] and Trellick Tower[image: External link] were built. It is now home to a vibrant Mediterranean community, mainly Portuguese, Spanish and Moroccan.[22]
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 Late 20th century gentrification




By the 1980s, single-occupation houses began to return to favour with families who could afford to occupy them, and because of the open spaces and stylish architecture Notting Hill is today one of London's most desirable areas.[23] Several parts of Notting Hill are characterised by handsome stucco-fronted pillar-porched houses, often with private gardens, notably around Pembridge Place and Dawson Place and streets radiating from the southern part of Ladbroke Grove, many of which lead onto substantial communal gardens. There are grand terraces, such as Kensington Park Gardens, and large villas as in Pembridge Square and around Holland Park.

Since at least 2000, independent shops in Portobello such as Culture Shack have lost out to multinational standardised chains such as Starbucks[image: External link].[24] In 2009, Lipka's Arcade, a large indoor antiques market, was replaced by the high-street chain AllSaints[image: External link].[25] Reflecting the increasing demise of one of the most culturally vibrant parts of central London[image: External link], the 2011 Census showed that in the borough of Kensington and Chelsea, in which Notting Hill is situated, the number of Black or Black British and White Irish residents, two of the traditionally largest ethnic minority groups in Notting Hill, declined by 46 and 28 percent respectively in ten years.[26]

The district adjoins two large public parks, Holland Park[image: External link] and Kensington Gardens[image: External link], with Hyde Park[image: External link] within 1 mile (1.6 km) to the east. The gentrification has encompassed some streets that were among the 1980s' most decrepit, including the now expensive retail sections of Westbourne Grove and Ledbury Road, as well as Portobello Road's emergence as a top London tourist attraction and Chamberlayne Road as a local shopping street with its boutique independent shops, Notting Hill has a high concentration of restaurants, including the two rosette Michelin-rated Ledbury.
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 Geography




The hill from which Notting Hill takes its name is still clearly visible, with its summit in the middle of Ladbroke Grove[image: External link], at the junction with Kensington Park Gardens[image: External link].

Notting Hill has no official boundaries, so definitions of which areas fall under Notting Hill vary. The postcode "W11", centred on the Post Office in Westbourne Grove[image: External link], near the junction with Denbigh Road, is the one most closely associated with Notting Hill, although the postcode immediately to the north, "W10", covers North Kensington and 'Part' Kensal Green. Notting Hill also covers the NW10 postcode of Kensal.The local historian Florence Gladstone, in her much reprinted work "Notting Hill in Bygone Days" defines Notting Hill as the whole of that part of Kensington which is north of the road known as Notting Hill Gate.

North Kensington[image: External link] is considered the major neighbourhood of Notting Hill, but Kensal Green, Notting Dale, Portobello and Westbourne Park are also part of Notting Hill;[27] though estate agents[image: External link] differentiate North Kensington[image: External link] as a distinct area including Notting Dale, Dalgarno, the area east of Ladbroke Grove and the Kensal areas north and south of the Harrow Road.[28] That part of the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea[image: External link] roughly encompassed by the electoral wards of Saint Charles, Golborne, Notting Barns, Colville, Norland, and Pembridge,[29] which is bounded on the north by Harrow Road and on the south by Notting Hill Gate[image: External link] and Holland Park Avenue[image: External link], includes all areas known as Notting Hill, including Notting Barns,[30] the centre of the Notting Hill race riot.[31] David Cameron[image: External link], leader of the Conservative Party[image: External link], is known as part of the "Notting Hill Set", though he states he lives in North Kensington.[23]

There are five tube stations in the area: Kensal Green, Westbourne Park[image: External link], Ladbroke Grove[image: External link], Latimer Road[image: External link] and Notting Hill Gate[image: External link]. Kensal Rise is on the overground. Ladbroke Grove tube station was called Notting Hill when it opened in 1864. The name was changed in 1919 to avoid confusion with the new Notting Hill Gate station.

Notting Hill is part of the parliamentary constituency of Kensington[image: External link], represented by Conservative Victoria Borwick[image: External link].
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 Areas of Notting Hill
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 Ladbroke Grove




Main article: Ladbroke Grove[image: External link]


Ladbroke Grove is a road in the northern part of Notting Hill, stretching up to Kensal Green[image: External link], straddling the W10 and W11 postal districts[image: External link], and also the name of the immediate area surrounding the road. Ladbroke Grove tube station[image: External link] is on the road where it is crossed by Westway[image: External link].
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 Notting Hill Gate




Main article: Notting Hill Gate[image: External link]


A turnpike[image: External link] gate was constructed at the foot of the hill on the main road from London to Uxbridge, now Oxford Street[image: External link], Bayswater Road and Holland Park Avenue along this part of its route. The point at which the turnpike gate stood was known as Notting Hill Gate. The gate was there to stop people passing along the road without paying. The proceeds were applied towards the maintenance of this important road. The gate was removed in the 19th century and the high road was widened and straightened in the 1960s, involving the demolition of many buildings, the linking of two separate tube stations and the construction of two tower blocks.
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 Portobello Road




Main article: Portobello Road[image: External link]


Portobello Road runs almost the entire length of Notting Hill from north to south. It runs parallel to Ladbroke Grove. It contains Portobello Road Market[image: External link], one of London's best known markets, containing an antique[image: External link] section and second-hand, fruit and veg and clothing stalls. The road was originally a lane leading to Portobello Farm in the north of Notting Hill.[32]
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 Westbourne Grove




Main article: Westbourne Grove[image: External link]


Westbourne Grove is a retail road running across Notting Hill from Kensington Park Road in the west to Queensway in the east, crossing over Portobello Road. It was noted as "fashionable" and "up-and-coming" from the 1990s[33] since then it has attracted many designer label outlets as well as independent and chain retailers.[34]

The Notting Hill Carnival[image: External link] passes along the central part of Westbourne Grove.
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 North Kensington




Main article: North Kensington[image: External link]


North Kensington is the key neighbourhood of Notting Hill. It is where most of the violence of the race riots[image: External link] occurred, where the Notting Hill Carnival[image: External link] started and where most of the scenes in the film, Notting Hill were shot.

The area's main transport hub, Ladbroke Grove tube station[image: External link], was called Notting Hill from its opening in 1864 until 1919. The name was changed then to avoid confusion with the new Notting Hill Gate station[image: External link]. Ladbroke Grove is the area's main thoroughfare.

Estate agents now call the super-rich[image: External link] area to the south Notting Hill when referring to Notting Hill Gate and Holland Park[image: External link].

North Kensington was once well known for its slum housing.[citation needed[image: External link]] However, North Kensington retains high levels of poverty and unemployment and a high-proportion of social housing for rent.

Waves of immigration to the area have occurred for at least a century, including, but certainly not limited to, people of Irish, Jewish, Caribbean, Spanish, and Moroccan extraction. This constant renewal of the population makes the area one of the most cosmopolitan in the world.

Residents from Notting Barns, one of the neighbourhoods in North Kensington, have set up their own community website, www.nottingbarnslive.com[image: External link]
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 Carnival




Main article: Notting Hill Carnival[image: External link]


Notting Hill Carnival[image: External link] is an annual event in August, over two days (Sunday and the following bank holiday[image: External link]). It has continuously taken place since 1965.[35] It is led by members of the Caribbean population, many of whom have lived in the area since the 1950s. The carnival has attracted up to 1.5 million people in the past, putting it among the largest street festivals in Europe.

It attracted press attention in 1976 for clashes with the police,[36] which occurred in 1976 at the conclusion of the Notting Hill Carnival after police arrested a pickpocket and a group of black youths came to his defence. The disturbance escalated and over 100 police officers were injured.[37] Two notable participants in this riot were Joe Strummer[image: External link] and Paul Simonon[image: External link], who later formed the seminal London punk[image: External link] band The Clash[image: External link]. Their song "White Riot[image: External link]" was inspired by their participation in this event.[38] Further incidents continued for a few years, but receded for several decades, until 2008 when approximately 500 youths clashed with police on the Monday.

As the event grew, concerns about the size of the event prompted Ken Livingstone[image: External link] to set up a Carnival Review Group to look into "formulating guidelines to safeguard the future of the Carnival".[39] An interim report by the review resulted in a change to the route in 2002. When the full report was published in 2004, it was recommended that Hyde Park[image: External link] be used as a "savannah"; though this move has attracted some concern that the Hyde Park event may overshadow the original street carnival.[40]

In 2003 Carnival was run by a limited company[image: External link], the Notting Hill Carnival Trust Ltd. A report by the London Development Agency on the 2002 Carnival estimated that the event contributes around £93 million to the London and UK economy[image: External link].
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 Cultural references




Notting Hill provides the setting for novels by G.K. Chesterton[image: External link] (The Napoleon of Notting Hill[image: External link]), Colin MacInnes (Absolute Beginners[image: External link]), Michael Moorcock[image: External link] (the Jerry Cornelius quartet), R. C. Sherriff[image: External link] (The Hopkins Manuscript[image: External link]), and Alan Hollinghurst[image: External link] (The Line of Beauty[image: External link]). Dan Waddel's The Blood Detective is a murder novel set in the past and present - featuring Notting Dale. The area's newer, wealthy residents are satirised in Rachel Johnson[image: External link]'s novel Notting Hell (2006) set in grand houses surrounding a fictional communal garden.

The area is also the setting of the films The Knack …and How to Get It[image: External link] (1965), Performance[image: External link] (1970) featuring Mick Jagger, Lava[image: External link] (2001), and Paddington[image: External link] (2014). Notting Hill also serves as the locale for the 1999 romantic comedy Notting Hill[image: External link], starring Julia Roberts and Hugh Grant.
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 Notable residents





	Damon Albarn[image: External link]

	Elizabeth Clark[image: External link]

	George Orwell[image: External link]

	Mark White[image: External link]

	Tom Hollander[image: External link]
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 New Crossrail station




At a site just to the east of the Old Oak Common site, Kensington and Chelsea Council[image: External link] has been pushing for a station at North Kensington / Kensal[image: External link][41] off Ladbroke Grove & Canal Way, as a turn-back facility will have to be built in the area anyway. Siting it at Kensal Rise, rather than next to Paddington itself, would provide a new station to regenerate the area.[42][43][44] Amongst the general public there is a huge amount of support for the project and Mayor Boris Johnson stated that a station would be added if it did not increase Crossrail's overall cost; in response, Kensington and Chelsea Council agreed to underwrite the projected £33 million cost of a Crossrail station, which was received very well by the residents of the Borough.[45] TfL is conducting a feasibility study on the station and the project is backed by National Grid, retailers Sainsbury's and Cath Kidston, and Jenny Jones (Green Party member of the London Assembly).[46]
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 See also





	Paddington[image: External link]

	West Kensington[image: External link]
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Recording Industry Association of America






The Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) is a trade organization that represents the recording industry[image: External link] in the United States. Its members consist of record labels and distributors, which the RIAA says "create, manufacture and/or distribute approximately 85% of all legally sold recorded music in the United States."[1] The RIAA headquarters is in Washington, D.C.[image: External link][2][3]

The RIAA was formed in 1952.[4] Its original mission was to administer recording copyright fees and problems, work with trade unions, and do research relating to the record industry and government regulations.[5] Early RIAA standards included the RIAA equalization[image: External link] curve,[6] the format of the stereophonic record groove and the dimensions of 33 1/3 rpm, 45 rpm, and 78 rpm records.[7]

The RIAA says its current mission includes:[1]


	to protect intellectual property rights[image: External link] and the First Amendment[image: External link] rights of artists;

	to perform research about the music industry;

	to monitor and review relevant laws, regulations and policies.



Since 2001, the RIAA has spent $2 to $6 million each year on lobbying[image: External link] in the United States.[8]

The RIAA also participates in the collective rights management[image: External link] of sound recordings, and it is responsible for certifying Gold and Platinum albums and singles[image: External link] in the United States.



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Company structure and sales




Cary Sherman[image: External link] has been the RIAA's chairman and CEO since 2011. Sherman joined the RIAA as its general counsel[image: External link] in 1997 and became president of the board of directors in 2001, serving in that position until being made chairman and CEO.

Mitch Glazier[image: External link] has been the RIAA's senior executive vice president since 2011. He served as executive vice president for public policy and industry relations from 2000 to 2011.

The past RIAA chairman and CEO is Mitch Bainwol[image: External link], who served from 2003 to 2011. He left in 2011 to become president and CEO of the Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers[image: External link].

The board of directors consists of 26 members of the board, drawn mostly from the big three[image: External link] members of the RIAA.[9] The board is currently made up of:


	
Cary Sherman[image: External link] – RIAA

	
Colin Finkelstein – EMI Recorded Music


	
Bill Hearn[image: External link] – EMI Christian Music Group[image: External link]


	
Deirdre McDonald – Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link]


	
Terry Hemmings[image: External link] – Provident Music Group[image: External link]/Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link]


	
Kevin Kelleher – Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link]


	
Thomas Hesse[image: External link] – Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link]


	
Julie Swidler – Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link]


	
Luke Wood[image: External link] – Interscope Records[image: External link]


	
Jeff Harleston – Universal Music Group[image: External link]


	
Zach Horowitz – Universal Music Group[image: External link]


	
Mel Lewinter[image: External link] – Universal Motown Republic Group[image: External link]


	
Craig Kallman[image: External link] – The Atlantic Group[image: External link]


	
Paul Robinson – Warner Music Group[image: External link]


	
Bob Cavallo[image: External link] – Buena Vista Music


	
Glen Barros – Concord Music Group[image: External link]


	
Mike Curb[image: External link] – Curb Records[image: External link]


	
Michael Koch – Entertainment One U.S.


	
Tom Silverman[image: External link] – Tommy Boy Entertainment[image: External link]


	
Steve Bartels – Island Records[image: External link]




The RIAA represents over 1,600 member labels[image: External link], which are private corporate entities such as record labels and distributors, and collectively create and distribute about 90% of recorded music sold in the United States. The largest and most influential of the members are the "Big Three":


	Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link]

	Universal Music Group[image: External link]

	Warner Music Group[image: External link]



The RIAA reports that total retail value of recordings sold by their members was $10.4 billion[10] at the end of 2007, a decline from $14.6 billion in 1999.
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Main article: RIAA certification


The RIAA operates an award program for albums that sell a large number of copies.[11] The program originally began in 1958, with a Gold Award for singles and albums that reach $1,000,000 in sales. The criterion was changed in 1975 to the number of copies sold, with albums selling 500,000 copies awarded the Gold Award. In 1976, a Platinum Award was added for one million sales. In 1989 new criteria were introduced, with a "Gold Award" for singles that reach 500,000 in sales and a "Platinum Award" for singles that reach 1,000,000 in sales; and in 1999 a Diamond Award for ten million sales was introduced.[12] The awards are open to both RIAA members and non-members.[13]

Since 2000,[14] the RIAA also operates a similar program for Latin music[image: External link] sales, called Los Premios de Oro y De Platino. Currently, a Disco De Oro (Gold) is awarded for 30,000 units and a Disco De Platino is awarded for 60,000 units, with Album Multi-Platino at 120,000 and "Diamante" for 10x platino.[15] The RIAA defines "Latin music" as a type of release with 51% or more of its content recorded in Spanish[image: External link].
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 "Digital" sales certification




In 2004, the RIAA added a branch of certification for what it calls "digital" recordings, meaning roughly "recordings transferred to the recipient over a network" (such as those sold via the iTunes Store[image: External link]), and excluding other obviously digital media such as those on CD[image: External link], DAT[image: External link], or MiniDisc[image: External link]. In 2006, "digital ringtones" were added to this branch of certification. Starting in 2013, streaming from audio and video streaming services such as Spotify[image: External link] and YouTube also began to be counted towards the certification using the formula of 100 streams being the equivalent of one download, RIAA certification for singles therefore no longer represents true sales.[16][17] In the same year, the RIAA introduced the Latin Digital Award for digital recordings in Spanish.[15] As of 2013, the certification criteria for these recordings are as follows:[12]

Digital awards:


	Gold: 500,000 copies

	Platinum: 1,000,000 copies

	Multi-Platinum: 2,000,000 copies

	Diamond: 10,000,000 copies



Latin digital awards:


	Disco de Oro (Gold): 30,000 copies

	Disco de Platino (Platinum): 60,000 copies

	Disco de Multi-Platino (Multi-Platinum): 120,000 copies
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 Video Longform certification




Along with albums, digital albums, and singles there is another classification of music release called "Video Longform." This release format includes DVD and VHS releases, and certain live albums and compilation albums. The certification criteria is slightly different from other styles.[18]


	Gold: 50,000

	Platinum: 100,000

	Multi-Platinum: 200,000 copies
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 Efforts against infringement of members' copyrights
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 Efforts against file sharing




Main article: Trade group efforts against file sharing[image: External link]


The RIAA opposes unauthorized sharing of its music. Studies conducted since the association began its campaign against peer-to-peer file-sharing have concluded that losses incurred per download range from negligible[19][20] to moderate.[21]

The association has commenced high-profile lawsuits against file sharing service providers. It has also commenced a series of lawsuits against individuals suspected of file sharing, notably college students and parents of file sharing children. It is accused of employing techniques such as peer-to-peer "decoying" and " spoofing[image: External link]" to combat file sharing.[22][23]

In late 2008 they announced they would stop their lawsuits,[24] and instead attempt to work with ISPs to persuade them to use a three-strike system for file sharing involving issuing two warnings and then cutting off Internet service after the third strike.[25]
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 Selection of defendants




The RIAA names defendants based on ISP identification of the subscriber associated with an IP address[image: External link],[26] and as such do not know any additional information about a person before they sue. After an Internet subscriber's identity is discovered, but before an individual lawsuit is filed, the subscriber is typically offered an opportunity to settle. The standard settlement is a payment to the RIAA and an agreement not to engage in file-sharing of music and is usually on par with statutory damages of $750 per work, with the RIAA choosing the number of works it deems "reasonable." For cases that do not settle at this amount, the RIAA has gone to trial, seeking statutory damages from the jury, written into The Digital Theft Deterrence and Copyright Damages Improvement Act of 1999[image: External link] as between $750 and $30,000 per work or $750 and $150,000 per work if "willful."

The Electronic Frontier Foundation[image: External link] and Public Citizen[image: External link] oppose the ability of the RIAA and other companies to "strip Internet users of anonymity without allowing them to challenge the order in court."[27][28]

The RIAA's methods of identifying individual users had, in some rare cases, led to the issuing of subpoena[image: External link] to a recently deceased 83-year-old woman,[29] an elderly computer novice,[30] and a family reportedly without any computer at all.[31]
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 Settlement programs




In February 2007, the RIAA began sending letters accusing Internet users of sharing files and directing them to web site P2PLAWSUITS.COM, where they can make "discount" settlements payable by credit card.[32] The letters go on to say that anyone not settling will have lawsuits brought against them. Typical settlements are between $3,000 and $12,000. This new strategy was formed because the RIAA's legal fees were cutting into the income from settlements.[33] In 2008, RIAA sued 19-year-old Ciara Sauro for allegedly sharing ten songs online.[34]

The RIAA also launched an "early settlement[image: External link] program" directed to ISPs and to colleges and universities, urging them to pass along letters to subscribers and students offering early settlements, prior to the disclosure of their identities. The settlement letters urged ISPs to preserve evidence for the benefit of the RIAA and invited the students and subscribers to visit an RIAA website for the purpose of entering into a "discount settlement" payable by credit card.[35] By March 2007, the focus had shifted from ISPs to colleges and universities.[33][36][37]

In October 1998, the Recording Industry Association of America filed a lawsuit in the Ninth U.S. Court of Appeals in San Francisco[image: External link] claiming the Diamond Multimedia[image: External link] Rio PMP300[image: External link] player violated the 1992 Audio Home Recording Act[image: External link]. The Rio PMP300[image: External link] was significant because it was the second portable consumer MP3 digital audio player released on the market. The three judge panel ruled in favor of Diamond, paving the way for the development of the portable digital player market.[38]

In 2003, the RIAA sued college student developers of LAN search engines Phynd[image: External link] and Flatlan, describing them as "a sophisticated network designed to enable widespread music thievery."[39][40][41]

In September 2003, the RIAA filed suit in civil court against several private individuals who had shared large numbers of files with Kazaa[image: External link]. Most of these suits were settled with monetary payments averaging $3,000. Kazaa publisher Sharman Networks responded with a lawsuit against the RIAA, alleging that the terms of use of the network were violated and that unauthorized client software was used in the investigation to track down the individual file sharers (such as Kazaa Lite). An effort to throw out this suit was denied in January 2004, however, that suit was settled in 2006. Sharman Networks agreed to a global settlement of litigation brought against it by the Motion Picture Association of America (MPAA), the International Federation of Phonographic Industry (IFPI), and the RIAA. The creators of the popular Kazaa file-sharing network will pay $115 million to the RIAA, unspecified future amounts to the MPAA and the software industry, and install filters on its networks to prevent users from sharing copyrighted works on its network.[42]

RIAA has also filed suit in 2006 to enjoin digital XM Satellite Radio[image: External link] from enabling its subscribers from playing songs it has recorded from its satellite broadcasts.[43] It is also suing several Internet radio stations.[44]

On October 12, 2007, the RIAA sued Usenet.com seeking a permanent injunction to prevent the company from "aiding, encouraging, enabling, inducing, causing, materially contributing to, or otherwise facilitating" copyright infringement[image: External link]. This suit, the first that the RIAA has filed against a Usenet provider, has added another branch to the RIAA's rapidly expanding fight to curb the unauthorized distribution of copyrighted materials[image: External link]. Unlike many of the RIAA's previous lawsuits, this suit is filed against the provider of a service who has no direct means of removing infringing content. The RIAA's argument relies heavily on the fact the Usenet.com, the only defendant that has been named currently, promoted their service with slogans and phrases that strongly suggested that the service could be used to obtain free music.

On April 28, 2008, RIAA member labels sued Project Playlist, a web music search site, claiming that the majority of the sound recordings in the site's index of links are infringing. Project Playlist's website denies that any of the music is hosted on Project Playlist's own servers.[45]

On June 30, 2009, The Recording Industry Association of America prevailed in its fight against Usenet.com, in a decision, that the U.S. District Judge Harold Baer of the Southern District of New York ruled in favor of the music industry on all its main arguments: that Usenet.com is guilty of direct, contributory, and vicarious infringement. In addition, and perhaps most important for future cases, Baer said that Usenet.com can't claim protection under the Sony Betamax decision. That ruling states, companies can't be held liable for contributory infringement if the device they create is "capable of significant non-infringing uses."[46] Furthermore, the parties are now headed to federal court for damage assessments and awards, which could amount to many, many millions of dollars for the music industry.[47]

On October 26, 2010, RIAA members won a case against LimeWire, a P2P file sharing network, for illegal distribution of copyrighted works.[48] On October 29, in retaliation, riaa.org was taken offline via denial-of-service attacks[image: External link] executed by members of Operation Payback[image: External link] and Anonymous[image: External link].[49]
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 The "work made for hire" controversy




In 1999, Mitch Glazier, a Congressional staff attorney, inserted, without public notice or comment, substantive language into the final markup of a "technical corrections" section of copyright legislation, classifying many music recordings as "works made for hire[image: External link]", thereby stripping artists of their copyright interests and transferring those interests to their record labels.[50][51] Shortly afterwards, Glazier was hired as Senior Vice President of Government Relations and Legislative Counsel for the RIAA, which vigorously defended the change when it came to light.[52] The battle over the disputed provision led to the formation of the Recording Artists' Coalition[image: External link], which successfully lobbied for repeal of the change.[53][54]
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 Executive leadership of RIAA





	
Goddard Lieberson[image: External link] 1964–? (president).[55]


	
Stanley Gortikov circa 1985 (president)

	
Jay Berman circa 1982 (president)

	
Hilary Rosen[image: External link] 1998–2001 (president)

	
Cary Sherman[image: External link] 2001–2011 (president); 2011–present (chairman and CEO)[56]
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	Center for Copyright Information[image: External link]

	Federal Communications Commission[image: External link]

	Global music industry market share data[image: External link]

	International Intellectual Property Alliance[image: External link]

	List of RIAA member labels[image: External link]

	Music Canada[image: External link]

	Parental Advisory[image: External link]

	
Motion Picture Association of America[image: External link] (MPAA)
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Jennifer Nettles






Jennifer Odessa Nettles (born September 12, 1974) is an American country music singer, songwriter and actress. She is best known as the lead singer of the duo Sugarland[image: External link] alongside Kristian Bush[image: External link]. Before Sugarland's inception, she also fronted Atlanta[image: External link]-based bands called Soul Miner's Daughter and Jennifer Nettles Band. She also charted as a duet partner on the country version of rock band Bon Jovi's 2006 single "Who Says You Can't Go Home[image: External link]", a Number One hit on the Billboard country charts.[1]



TOP
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 Personal life




Jennifer Odessa Nettles was born and raised in the small town of Douglas, Georgia[image: External link], graduating from Coffee High School[image: External link].[2] Nettles married Todd Van Sickle in 1998, but the couple divorced in 2007.[3] On November 26, 2011, Nettles married her boyfriend of two years, Justin Miller, in a sunset ceremony at Blackberry Farm in East Tennessee.[4] On June 18, 2012, Nettles and her husband announced they were expecting their first child in November.[5] Their son, Magnus Hamilton Miller, was born in December 2012.[6] "We are so thankful for all the prayers and support and are excited to take some time together as a new family," the couple said in a statement.[6]
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 Musical beginnings




Nettles began performing at school assemblies, her Southern Baptist church, and in community theater. She was also a member of Georgia 4-H[image: External link]'s Clovers & Company performing arts group from 1986 to 1993.[7]

Nettles studied Sociology and Anthropology at Agnes Scott College[image: External link] in Decatur, Georgia, and graduated in 1997.[8] While a student there, Nettles and Cory Jones (who at the time was studying classical guitar[image: External link] at the University of Georgia[image: External link]) formed the group Soul Miner’s Daughter. Performing as both an acoustic duo and with a band, they released two albums: The Sacred and Profane in 1996 and Hallelujah in 1998, both of which were composed of songs written collaboratively by Jones and Nettles.[9] Soul Miner's Daughter was invited to perform at the Atlanta installment of Lilith Fair[image: External link] in 1999.[10]

In 1999, she formed the Jennifer Nettles Band, with which she released three studio albums and two live albums. The band, which in addition to Nettles included Brad Sikes (drums), Scott Nicholson (piano), Wesley Lupold (bass), and Mike Cebulski (percussion), was selected the grand prize winner from more than 2000 bands in "The Big Deal $100,000 Music Search" presented by Mars Music[image: External link].[11]
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 Sugarland




Main article: Sugarland[image: External link]


In 2003, Nettles teamed up with Kristen Hall[image: External link] and Kristian Bush[image: External link] to form Sugarland. Regarding the trio's collaboration, she said:


"We really wanted to get out of where we had all been as artists and move beyond that to something bigger. Consequently all the songs reflect that; 'Fly Away,' 'Baby Girl,' all of those songs - you speak to the human condition and write what you know in your life."[12]



Sugarland was nominated for a Grammy award in the Best New Artist[image: External link] category in 2006.[13] Although they did not win the award, Nettles and Bush performed for the awards show and Nettles presented both a Lifetime Achievement Award[image: External link] to Merle Haggard[image: External link] and the award for Best Country Group[image: External link].[14]

A duet performance with rock band Bon Jovi, "Who Says You Can't Go Home[image: External link]", reached No. 7 on the Bubbling Under Hot 100[image: External link] chart and No. 1 on the Billboard Hot Country Singles[image: External link] chart. The video for the song won a CMT Music Award[image: External link] in 2006 for Collaborative Video Of The Year. In February 2007, Nettles and Bon Jovi won a Grammy[image: External link] for Best Country Vocal Collaboration[image: External link].[15] In 2006, Kristen Hall left the group[16] and Nettles and Bush continued on as a duo releasing Enjoy the Ride[image: External link] in November 2006. Their third album, titled Love on the Inside[image: External link], was released on July 22, 2008.

In an interview on Fox News[image: External link] with Martha MacCullum, Nettles expressed interest in appearing in a Broadway[image: External link] play, stating in particular that she would like to play the role of Elphaba in Wicked[image: External link].[17]

In early December 2008, Sugarland received three Grammy Award nominations and performed on the 51st Annual Grammy Awards show on February 8, 2009. They won awards for Best Country Song and Best Country Performance by a Duo or Group.[18]

On Sunday, January 18, 2009, Nettles performed at the We Are One: The Obama Inaugural Celebration at the Lincoln Memorial[image: External link], singing James Taylor[image: External link]'s "Shower the People" with James Taylor[image: External link] and John Legend.[19]

On February 11, 2009, Sugarland received two nominations from the Academy of Country Music[image: External link] for Top Vocal Duo and Vocal Event of the Year for "Life in a Northern Town".[20] During the broadcast of the April 5, 2009 awards show, Sugarland was presented with the Vocal Duo of the Year award, ending Brooks & Dunn's[image: External link] nine-year run.[21] Nettles also received a Milestone award, presented to her by Reba McEntire[image: External link].[22]

ABC[image: External link] broadcast the first CMA Country Christmas, hosted by Nettles, on November 29, 2010. Nettles and Sugarland partner Kristian Bush kicked off the evening with their rendition of "Winter Wonderland," backed by Little Big Town[image: External link]. The pair returned to the stage later in the program to perform the hymn "Come, O Come Emmanuel," just before the "Jingle Bell Rock" group grande finale of the 90-minute special.[23] As of 2016, Nettles remains the host of Country Christmas.
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 Duets and solo career




In 2012, Nettles appeared as a judge on the ABC singing competition series Duets[image: External link] alongside Kelly Clarkson[image: External link], John Legend and Robin Thicke. The show was cancelled after one season.

Nettles announced in May 2013 that she would begin working on a solo album.[24] Her first solo single, "That Girl[image: External link]", was released in August. Nettles co-wrote the song with Butch Walker[image: External link], and Rick Rubin[image: External link] produced it. The album, also titled That Girl[image: External link], was released on January 14, 2014.

On June 4, 2014, Nettles performed "All of Me[image: External link]" with John Legend and Hunter Hayes[image: External link] at the CMT Music Awards.

In July 2015, Nettles parted ways with Mercury Nashville. Nettles then signed with Big Machine Label Group[image: External link]. Nettles announced that she would be going on the "Playing With Fire[image: External link] Tour" with Ryan Kindler and Brandy Clark as her opening acts. The tour was then extended by CMT and promoted as "CMT Presents Jennifer Nettles with 2016 Next Women of Country Tour" with Brandy Clark and special guest Lindsay Ell and Tara Thompson for over 30 dates across the country starting in January 2016. Jennifer then released a music video for her song "Sugar," she would be performing this song, which is off her upcoming album, at the 89th Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade on the Domino Sugar float. Nettles then released the first official single, off her upcoming album[image: External link] with Big Machine, "Unlove You[image: External link]" which she debuted on The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon[image: External link] on November 24. In March 2017, Nettles made her international solo debut at the C2C: Country to Country[image: External link] festival.[25] For six years in a row she has hosted the CMA Country Christmas on ABC.
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 Acting




Nettles made her acting debut in the NBC television movie, Dolly Parton's Coat of Many Colors[image: External link] portraying Dolly Parton[image: External link]'s mother. It premiered on December 10, 2015. She will reprise her role in the sequel Dolly Parton's Christmas of Many Colors: Circle of Love[image: External link].[26]

On April 20, 2016 she had a role on the WGN America[image: External link] hit series Underground[image: External link]. Her role as a wife and mother who became a mental patient.
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 Activism




Nettles has lent her time and talent to support various non-profit organizations. Nettles has been a longtime supporter of the Shalom foundation.[27] She raised more than $120,000 for the foundation in 2007.[28]

In 2008 she launched Common Thread, a series of musical events enabling artists to come together to share music and raise money for their favorite charities. The first three Common Thread concerts included performances by Nettles, Sugarland partner Kristian Bush, Emily Saliers[image: External link], and Amos Lee[image: External link] and raised funds for the American Cancer Society[image: External link], American Liver Foundation[image: External link], Honor the Earth[image: External link], and Intercultural Family Services.[29]

Following the January 2010 earthquake in Haiti, Nettles and Sugarland partner Bush sang on the remake of We Are the World[image: External link] as part of Artists for Haiti[image: External link].

In February 2012, Nettles was one of a group of celebrities who walked down a catwalk[image: External link] in red dresses for the 'Heart Truth Red Dress Collection' show, part of New York Fashion Week[image: External link]. She wore a David Meister[image: External link] dress.[30]
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 Discography




See also: Sugarland discography[image: External link]
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 Studio demos






	As Jennifer Nettles



	Year
	Album



	1991
	
For Your Love / You're The One

	2-song Demo Cassette on Timme Records label.
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 Studio albums






	Soul Miner's Daughter



	Year
	Album



	1996
	The Sacred and Profane



	1998
	Hallelujah






	As Jennifer Nettles Band



	Year
	Album



	2000
	Story of Your Bones



	2002
	Gravity: Drag Me Down



	2002
	Rewind






	As Jennifer Nettles



	Title
	Details
	Peak chart positions
	Sales



	US

[31]
	US Country[image: External link]

[32]
	CAN[image: External link]

[33]
	UK Country

[34]



	That Girl[image: External link]
	

	Release date: January 14, 2014

	Label: Mercury Nashville[image: External link]




	5
	1
	22
	—
	

	US: 200,000[35]







	Playing with Fire[image: External link]
	

	Release date: May 13, 2016

	Label: Big Machine Records[image: External link]




	10
	2
	39
	4
	

	US: 99,400[36]







	To Celebrate Christmas[image: External link]
	

	Release date: October 28, 2016

	Label: Big Machine Records




	66
	13
	—
	18
	

	US: 55,400[37]







	"—" denotes releases that did not chart
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 Live albums






	As Jennifer Nettles



	Year
	Album



	2003
	An Acoustic Evening with Jennifer Nettles



	2004
	An Acoustic Evening with Jennifer Nettles II
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 Solo singles






	Year
	Single
	Peak chart positions
	Album



	US Country[image: External link]

[38]
	US Country Airplay[image: External link]

[39]
	US Bubbling[image: External link]

[40]



	2013
	"That Girl[image: External link]"
	37
	37
	—
	That Girl



	2014
	"Me Without You"
	—
	50
	—



	2016
	"Unlove You[image: External link]"
	24
	26
	16
	Playing with Fire



	"Hey Heartbreak"[41]
	—
	—
	—



	"—" denotes releases that did not chart
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 Guest singles






	Year
	Single
	Artist
	Peak chart positions
	Album



	US Country[image: External link]
	US
	US AC[image: External link]
	CAN[image: External link]
	NOR[image: External link]
	IRE[image: External link]
	NZ[image: External link]
	SWE[image: External link]
	SPA[image: External link]



	2006
	"Who Says You Can't Go Home[image: External link]"
	Bon Jovi
	1
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	Have a Nice Day[image: External link]



	2010
	"We Are the World 25 for Haiti[image: External link]"
	Artists for Haiti[image: External link]
	—
	2
	—
	7
	1
	9
	8
	5
	15
	N/A



	2014
	"Christmas Day[image: External link]"
	Michael W. Smith[image: External link]
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	The Spirit of Christmas[image: External link]



	2015
	"Here It Is Christmas/Baby, It's Cold Outside"
	Kenny Rogers[image: External link]
	—
	—
	18
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	Once Again It's Christmas[image: External link]



	"—" denotes releases that did not chart
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 Other charted songs






	Year
	Single
	Peak chart positions
	Album



	US Country[image: External link]

[38]
	US AC[image: External link]



	2016
	"Little Drummer Boy[image: External link]"

(featuring Idina Menzel[image: External link])
	—
	12
	To Celebrate Christmas



	"Do You Hear What I Hear?[image: External link]"
	—
	20



	"O Holy Night[image: External link]"
	46
	—
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 Music videos






	Year
	Title
	Director



	2006
	"Who Says You Can't Go Home" (with Bon Jovi)

	Anthony M. Bongiovi



	2010
	"We Are the World 25 for Haiti" (as USA for Haiti)

	Paul Haggis[image: External link]



	2013
	"That Girl"[42]

	Philip Andelman[image: External link]



	2014
	"His Hands" (with Brandy Clark[image: External link])[43]

	
Shaun Silva[image: External link]/Valarie Allyn Bienas



	2015
	"Sugar"[44]

	Declan Whitebloom



	2016
	"Unlove You"[45]

	Trey Fanjoy[image: External link]
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 Awards





	1999 Lilith Fair[image: External link] Acoustic Talent Search winner, Soul Miner's Daughter[10]


	2001 1st Annual Independent Music Awards Regional Poll in Atlanta for "Bad Girl's Lament" [46]


	2005 American Music Awards[image: External link], Sugarland[image: External link] wins Favorite Breakthrough Artist[10]


	2006 Academy of Country Music[image: External link], Sugarland[image: External link] wins Top New Duo or Vocal Group

	2006 CMT Collaborative Video of the Year, "Who Says You Can't Go Home"[47]


	2007 Grammy Award Best Country Collaboration with Vocals, "Who Says You Can't Go Home"[15]


	2007 Country Music Association Awards[image: External link], Sugarland[image: External link] wins Vocal Duo Of the Year[48]


	2008 Country Music Association Awards[image: External link], Sugarland[image: External link] wins Vocal Duo Of the Year[48]


	2008 Academy of Country Music[image: External link], Song of the Year, "Stay" (songwriter)

	2008 Country Music Association Awards[image: External link] Song of the Year, "Stay" (songwriter)[49]


	2009 Grammy Award Best Country Performance By A Duo Or Group for "Stay" [18]


	2009 Grammy Award Best Country Song for "Stay" (songwriter)[18]


	2009 Academy of Country Music[image: External link], Milestone award; Sugarland[image: External link] wins Vocal Duo of the Year

	2009 Country Music Association Awards[image: External link], Sugarland[image: External link] wins Vocal Duo Of the Year[48]


	2010 Country Music Association Awards[image: External link], Sugarland[image: External link] wins Vocal Duo Of the Year[48]


	2011 Academy of Country Music[image: External link], Sugarland[image: External link] wins Vocal Duo of the Year

	2011 Country Music Association Awards[image: External link], Sugarland[image: External link] wins Vocal Duo Of the Year[48]
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Lena Meyer-Landrut






Lena Johanna Therese Meyer-Landrut[2] (born 23 May 1991),[3] known professionally as Lena (pronounced [ˈleːna][image: External link]), is a German singer-songwriter. She represented Germany in the Eurovision Song Contest 2010[image: External link] in Oslo[image: External link] and won the contest with the song " Satellite[image: External link]".[4][5] With her three entries from the German national final Unser Star für Oslo[image: External link] (Our Star for Oslo), Meyer-Landrut set an all-time chart record in her home country by debuting with three songs in the top five of the German singles chart.[6] Both "Satellite" and her first album My Cassette Player[image: External link] debuted at number one in Germany[image: External link], while the former has been certified double Platinum[image: External link] since, the album has been certified five times Gold for sales of over 500,000 units.[7][8][9] Meyer-Landrut represented Germany for the second consecutive time in the Eurovision Song Contest[image: External link] at Düsseldorf[image: External link] in 2011[image: External link] with the song "Taken by a Stranger[image: External link]".[10]



TOP
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 Early life




Lena Meyer-Landrut was born in Hanover[image: External link], Germany.[11] She is the granddaughter of Andreas Meyer-Landrut[image: External link], the Estonian[image: External link]-born West German ambassador to the Soviet Union[image: External link] in Moscow from 1980 to 1983 and 1987 to 1989[12][13] and Hanna Karatsony von Hodos who was of Hungarian nobility[image: External link]. She grew up as an only child[image: External link],[12] and started taking dancing lessons at the age of five; initially doing ballet and later practising various modern styles, including hip-hop[image: External link] and jazz dance[image: External link].[14] Meyer-Landrut grew fond of singing and appeared as an extra[image: External link] in a number of German television series;[12] however she never received any formal acting or vocal training.[15] In June 2010 she graduated from IGS Roderbruch Hannover, a comprehensive school[image: External link], receiving her Abitur[image: External link] diploma.[16]
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 Career
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 2009–2012: Unser Star für Oslo and Eurovision Song Contest




Meyer-Landrut decided to take part in the talent show Unser Star für Oslo[image: External link] (Our Star for Oslo), a newly created national television programme to select the German entry for the Eurovision Song Contest 2010[image: External link] in Oslo.[15] The show was organised by public broadcaster ARD[image: External link] and private television station ProSieben[image: External link], as well as entertainer, music producer and former Eurovision entrant Stefan Raab[image: External link]. Among 4,500 entrants, Meyer-Landrut was picked as one of the 20 contestants for the show. Asked about her motivation to apply, she stated, "I like to test myself. I wanted to see how I am perceived, and I wanted to hear what people with knowledge have to say about it. I personally can't judge myself at all."[13]

After her first appearance, performing "My Same" by British singer Adele, Meyer-Landrut received much praise from the show's jury panel and was instantly considered the favourite.[15] The following week, Adele's "My Same" entered the German singles chart[image: External link] at position number 61.[17] Meyer-Landrut reached the final of Unser Star für Oslo, mainly performing lesser known songs of international artists such as The Bird and the Bee[image: External link], Kate Nash[image: External link], Paolo Nutini[image: External link] and Lisa Mitchell[image: External link]. Out of her eight cover[image: External link] performances, five of the original songs subsequently charted in Germany, with all but " Foundations[image: External link]" reaching their peak chart position.[18][19][20][21] In the final on 12 March 2010, Meyer-Landrut sang three songs specifically written for the contest, " Bee[image: External link]", " Satellite[image: External link]" and "Love Me[image: External link]". Through televoting[image: External link], the audience chose "Satellite", written by American Julie Frost and Dane John Gordon, to be her designated song in case she won the show. In a second round of voting, Meyer-Landrut was chosen as Germany's entry for the 55th Eurovision Song Contest, beating the last remaining contestant, Jennifer Braun[image: External link].[22] The music video for "Satellite" was shot during the night of the final and premiered on German television stations four days later.[23]

Throughout the show, Meyer-Landrut was seen as the clear favourite.[24] One day after winning Unser Star für Oslo, all three of her songs from the finals topped the German iTunes Store[image: External link] sales chart,[25] making her the first singer to achieve that.[26] "Satellite" sold over 100,000 downloads[image: External link] in its first week, becoming Germany's fastest selling digital release ever.[27] Her three songs all entered the top five of the German singles chart, reaching positions number one, three and four, which no artist had ever achieved since charts were first established in Germany in 1959.[6] "Satellite" was certified gold after the first week and platinum after the fourth week of its release.[27][28] The song has remained at number one for five consecutive weeks in Germany.[7]

While competing at Unser Star für Oslo, Meyer-Landrut continued to attend school. The last show was held one month before the start of her final exams.[12] Following her exams, she released her debut album, My Cassette Player[image: External link], on 7 May 2010.[29] Produced by Stefan Raab, it includes the singles "Satellite", "Love Me" and "Bee", as well as two cover songs and eight unreleased titles. Meyer-Landrut is credited as a co-writer for the lyrics of five songs.[30] The album debuted at number one in the German albums chart.[9] It peaked at number one in the Austrian albums chart[image: External link], number three in the Swiss albums chart[image: External link].[31][32]

Following her success in Germany, Meyer-Landrut has said she would enjoy pursuing a singing or acting career,[13] but explained, "I'm not fixated on doing music my whole life."[33] She stated she originally planned to study acting after graduating school, but now is unsure "if time allows".[33] She has said her musical influences include Adele, Kate Nash[image: External link], Vanessa Carlton[image: External link], as well as the singer Clueso[image: External link] and German pop rock[image: External link] band Wir sind Helden[image: External link].[34]

Representing a "big four" country[image: External link], Meyer-Landrut automatically qualified for the final of the Eurovision Song Contest 2010[image: External link]. Germany received a wild card during the running order draw, allowing the German representatives to pick the country's position for the final. They chose position 22 out of the 25 spots. Meyer-Landrut arrived one week before the show in Oslo, where she completed five rehearsals of her song "Satellite". Prior to the final, she was considered one of the favourites. Bookmakers[image: External link] regarded her second favourite behind Azerbaijan's Safura[image: External link], while Google[image: External link] projected she would win based on search volume in the participating countries.[35] According to Norway's Aftenposten[image: External link] she received the most media attention of all participants.[36]

The final was held on 29 May 2010 at Oslo's Telenor Arena[image: External link]. Appearing fourth from last, Meyer-Landrut wore a simple black dress[image: External link] and performed on a bare stage with four backing singers. Her pared-back presentation was a break from recent Eurovision trends, as it did not feature any form of choreography, dancers or elaborate stage show.[37] "Satellite" received a total of 246 points, giving Germany its first win since 1982, and the first victory as a unified country[image: External link]. The song won over Turkey's entry "We Could Be the Same[image: External link]" with a margin of 76 points, at that time the second-biggest in Eurovision history, second only to Alexander Rybak[image: External link]'s margin of 169 points in the 2009 contest[image: External link] (it would later be beaten by Loreen[image: External link]'s victory in 2012, sporting a margin of 113 points). "Satellite" was awarded the maximum of 12 points nine times and received points from all but five countries.[5]

The BBC called "Satellite" the first "contemporary pop hit Eurovision has produced in decades", ushering in "a new era for the annual music jamboree".[38] Meyer-Landrut's victory received much attention in Germany and the show was seen by 15 million viewers on German television (a 49.1 percent market share).[39] She returned to Hanover[image: External link] the following day, where she was greeted by 40,000 people.[40] In June, "Satellite" regained the top spot in the German singles chart for one week and also peaked at number one in Denmark[image: External link],[41] Finland[image: External link],[42] Norway[image: External link],[43] Sweden[image: External link][44] and Switzerland[image: External link].[45] It also topped European Hot 100[image: External link] singles chart,[46] being the first Eurovision song to achieve this.[47]

In June 2010 in the German dubbed[image: External link] version of the computer-animated[image: External link] film Sammy's Adventures: The Secret Passage[image: External link], Meyer-Landrut provided the voice for the character originally spoken by Isabelle Fuhrman[image: External link].[48]

In January 2011, the TV-Show "Unser Song für Deutschland" was held and Meyer-Landrut's 2011 Eurovision song was determined via televoting.[49] All twelve songs Meyer-Landrut performed during that show were recorded on her second studio album Good News[image: External link] which was released on 8 February 2011. The album reached Gold status in Germany within one week after its release.[50]

On 18 February 2011, the "Unser Song für Deutschland" final was held and it was decided through televoting that Meyer-Landrut would perform the entry "Taken by a Stranger[image: External link]" in the final of the Eurovision Song Contest 2011[image: External link].[51]

In April 2011, she went on her first German tour in the largest concert halls in Berlin, Hanover, Frankfurt, Dortmund, Leipzig, Hamburg, Munich, Stuttgart and Cologne.[52] though the concerts were not sold out.

In May 2011, Meyer-Landrut attempted to defend her title in the 2011 Eurovision Song Contest[image: External link].[10] She was the third winner to do so, and the first in over 50 years.[53] She also appeared in the opening performance of the show, less than an hour before she came on stage to represent Germany.
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 2012–2014: Stardust and The Voice




On 24 May 2012, Meyer-Landrut performed as part of the interval act during the second semi-finals of the Eurovision Song Contest 2012[image: External link] in Baku[image: External link], Azerbaijan. She was joined by the last five Eurovision winners from 2007 to 2011 which included Marija Šerifović[image: External link], Dima Bilan[image: External link], Alexander Rybak[image: External link], and Ell & Nikki[image: External link]. Meyer-Landrut, Marija, Dima and Alexander performed their winning song entry accompanied by traditional Azeri instruments, being joined by Ell & Nikki for a rendition of " Waterloo[image: External link]".[54]

On 1 August, Meyer-Landrut announced via her Twitter account that " Stardust[image: External link]" will be the first single from her new album with the eponymous title[image: External link]. The single was released on 21 September[55] and was certified Gold for selling 150,000 copies[56] The album was released on 12 October and it debuted at No. 2 on German Albums chart.[57] In late July and early August she went on a promotion tour called "Lenas Wohnzimmer" (Lena′s Lounge), which led her to Munich, Cologne, Hamburg and Berlin and presented several of her new songs.[58] Since October 2012 she performed the theme song in the opening credits of Sesamstraße[image: External link], the German version of Sesame Street[image: External link].[59] In November 2012 she covered the Pippi Longstocking[image: External link] song Sjörövar Fabbe[image: External link] (Seeräuber-Opa Fabian) for the compilation album Giraffenaffen.

On 18 January 2013, it was announced that the second single from Lena's album will be Neon[image: External link]. The music video for the single was shot in early February, by director Bode Brodmüller, who also directed Lena's video for her first single from the third album, " Stardust[image: External link]". It was shot in Rathenau-Hallen. On 1 March, Lena's video for Neon (Lonely People) premiered on Universal Music page. Lena's sixth single was released on 15 March. The same day, video was also uploaded on Lena's VEVO channel on YouTube. The single version is different from the original song version on her Stardust[image: External link] album. The single version is more of a dance record, remixed and a bit faster.

On 21 March, Lena Meyer-Landrut attended to ECHO awards. She was nominated for two categories this year, "Best National Video" for " Stardust[image: External link]" and as "Best National Female Artist". During the show, Lena received an only one award for "Best National Video" for her first single from same titled album, " Stardust[image: External link]". Later during the show, Lena lost the "Best Female National Artist" award to singer Ivy Quainoo[image: External link].

In April 2013, Lena went on a club tour through thirteen German cities started in Stuttgart on 2 April and finished in Offenbach[image: External link] on 21 April. The last concert was streamed live via the Internet. The title "No One Can Catch Us Tour" was taken from a line from her first single from the album, "Stardust".

In April and May 2013 she was one of the three judges on the show The Voice Kids alongside Tim Bendzko[image: External link] and Henning Wehland[image: External link].

On 17 May 2013 "Mr. Arrow Key[image: External link]", was released as third single from the Album "Stardust" and as seventh single overall. The song was written by Lena Meyer-Landrut, Linda Carlsson and Sonny Boy Gustafsson, and the original track for album was produced by Sonny Boy Gustafsson.[60]

Lena was president of the German jury (including Carolin Niemczyk, Alina Süggeler, Tim Bendzko[image: External link] and Florian Silbereisen[image: External link]) and the spokesperson for Germany, revealing the countries voting results at the Eurovision Song Contest 2013[image: External link] final on 18 May.

In July 2013, it was announced that she will be the German voice of Jane[image: External link] in the motion capture[image: External link] animated film[image: External link] Tarzan 3D[image: External link] which was released in German cinemas in February 2014.[61][62] In the same month she dubbed the voice of three characters in the two audiobooks[image: External link] Giraffenaffen – Wir sind da! (Giraffe-monkeys – We are here!) and Giraffenaffen – Die Schatzssuche (Giraffe-monkeys – Treasure hunt), which were both published in October 2013.[63]

In October 2013 Lena re-united with her Eurovision mentor Stefan Raab when she featured in "Revolution", a single from Raab's band Dicks on Fire.[64] In June 2013, this song was already used for a video about the shower head Doosh invented by Stefan Raab where Lena is posing as Lara Croft[image: External link] under the shower. In 2013 Lena became a L'Oréal[image: External link] testimonial[image: External link] for hair coloring[image: External link] and skin care product series.

From March to May 2014 she returned as coach in the second season of The Voice Kids[image: External link] along with Henning Wehland (from the band Söhne Mannheims[image: External link]) and Johannes Strate (from the band Revolverheld[image: External link]).[65][66]
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 2014–2016: Crystal Sky




In early 2014, Meyer-Landrut began principal work on her fourth studio album Crystal Sky[image: External link]. Taking her sound further into the electro[image: External link] and dance pop[image: External link] genre, she worked English production and songwriting team Biffco[image: External link] and Berlin-based collective Beatgees on most of the album.[67] In November 2014, one of their collaborations, the children's song "Schlaft alle", appeared on the compilation album Giraffenaffen 3. The same month, Meyer-Landrut's rendition of the Aladdin[image: External link] song "A Whole New World" was included on the compilation album I Love Disney. From February to April 2015 Meyer-Landrut reprised her role as a coach in the third season of The Voice Kids[image: External link] along with singers Johannes Strate and Mark Forster. After four press concerts in Hamburg, Berlin, Munich, and Cologne from late February to early March 2015 she released Crystal Sky's first single "Traffic Lights[image: External link]" to radios in March 2015.[68] It reached the top twenty of the German Singles Chart.

Crystal Sky was released in May 2015. It marked her fourth consecutive album to reach the top two of the German Albums Chart[image: External link], but was less successful in Austria and Switzerland, where it failed to reach the top twenty on both music markets.[69] In September 2015, Meyer-Landrut released "Wild & Free[image: External link]", the theme song for the motion picture Fack ju Göhte 2[image: External link] as a single. The song peaked at number eight on the German Singles Chart, becoming her highest-charting single in three years.
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 2016–present: Gemini and Sing meinen Song




In December 2016, Meyer-Landrut stated via Twitter that her upcoming fifth studio album is called Gemini and that she already began working on it. [70]

In April 2017, Meyer-Landrut revealed that the first promotional single of the album is called Lost in You[image: External link].[71]

Meyer-Landrut participates in the fourth season of the german tv show Sing meinen Song - Das Tauschkonzert[image: External link].[72]In the third episode on June 6, in which all other artists performed Lena's songs, she also premiered a new song If I Wasn't Your Daughter[image: External link].[73] German press instantly discused lyric and content of the song, which refers to Lena's relationship with her father who had left the family when she was two years old, but never contacted her ever since.[74][75]The song debuted on #42 in german charts.[76]
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 Media image




Meyer-Landrut has been noted for her unconventional way of handling the press,[77] which has been labelled "aloof" as well as "quick-witted" and "intuitive".[77] She usually refuses to answer questions about her private life, including her family, friends and personal beliefs, sometimes calling questions "stupid" or responding with counterquestions instead.[77] This has drawn praise as well as criticism, including allegations of being arrogant[78] and disrespectful.[79]

Meyer-Landrut's demeanour has been described as "carefree",[80] "laid-back and self-effacing".[81] She has been said to possess an "adequate youthful megalomania", to "cultivate her forwardness" and to stand for "unadorned genuineness"[80] and "sincerity".[79] She has also been said to give "infatuation a rhythm" and blur the "fine line between puppy love and psychotic obsession".[82] Her vocals have been both lauded[83] and criticised.[83] In an attempt to explain Meyer-Landrut's success, her appearance has been called a "mix of loveliness, professionalism and a little craziness".[84] She has also been lauded for her stage presence[84] and charisma.[85]
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 Appearances on Unser Star für Oslo




Further information: Unser Star für Oslo[image: External link]




	Show
	Song
	Original artist



	1st show
	"My Same"
	Adele



	3rd show
	"Diamond Dave[image: External link]"
	The Bird and the Bee[image: External link]



	4th show
	" Foundations[image: External link]"
	Kate Nash[image: External link]



	5th show
	"New Shoes[image: External link]"
	Paolo Nutini[image: External link]



	Quarterfinal

(6th show)
	" Mouthwash[image: External link]"

"Neopolitan Dreams"
	
Kate Nash[image: External link]

Lisa Mitchell[image: External link]




	Semifinal

(7th show)
	"Mr. Curiosity"

"The Lovecats[image: External link]"
	
Jason Mraz[image: External link]

The Cure




	Final

(8th show)
	" Bee[image: External link]"

" Satellite[image: External link]"

"Love Me[image: External link]"
	
Jennifer Braun[image: External link] / Lena Meyer-Landrut

Jennifer Braun / Lena Meyer-Landrut

Lena Meyer-Landrut





	Jennifer Braun and Meyer-Landrut both sang different versions of "Bee" and "Satellite" in the final
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 Awards and nominations
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 Results






	Year
	Award
	Category
	Work
	Result



	2010
	Eurovision Song Contest 2010[image: External link]
	
	"Satellite"
	1st



	Comet
	Best Newcomer
	Herself
	Nominated



	Goldene Henne Award
	Reader's award of the SuperIllu magazine: Rock/Pop/Schlager



	Goldene Henne Honor Award
	Ambassador of Charm
	Won



	SWR3 New Pop Festival
	Newcomer of the Year
	Herself



	1LIVE Krone[image: External link]
	Best Artist



	Best Single
	Satellite



	Bravo Otto
	Best Singer
	Herself
	Nominated



	2011
	Goldene Kamera
	Best Music National
	Won



	Echo[image: External link]
	Best National Newcomer



	Best Female National Artist



	Radio Echo for "Satellite"
	Satellite
	Nominated



	Single of the Year



	Album of the Year
	My Cassette Player



	Comet
	Best Female Artist
	Herself
	Won



	Best Song
	Satellite
	Nominated



	MTV Europe Music Awards
	Best German Act
	Herself
	Won



	Best European Act



	Best Worldwide Act
	Nominated



	1LIVE Krone
	Best Single
	"Taken By a Stranger"



	Eurovision Song Contest 2011[image: External link]
	
	"Taken By a Stranger"
	10th



	2012
	MTV Germany[image: External link] Jahresvoting 2011
	Queen of Pop
	Herself
	Won



	Echo[image: External link]
	Best Video
	Taken by a Stranger
	Nominated



	Best Female National Artist
	Herself



	1LIVE Krone
	Best Single
	Stardust



	Bravo Otto
	Best Singer
	Herself



	2013
	Echo[image: External link]
	Best Female National Artist



	Best Video
	Stardust
	Won



	Nickelodeon Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Singer Germany, Austria, Switzerland
	Herself
	Nominated



	Radio Regenbogen Award
	Listeners Award



	Goldene Henne Award
	Reader's Award of the SuperIllu magazine – Music



	MTV Europe Music Awards
	Best German Act
	Won



	Best Central Europe Act



	Best World Wide Act
	Nominated



	2015
	MTV Europe Music Awards
	Best German Act
	Won



	1LIVE Krone[image: External link]
	Best Female Artist
	Won



	Bravo Otto
	Best Singer
	Won[86]



	2016
	Nickelodeon Kids Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favourite Star (Germany, Austria, Switzerland)
	Won



	Radio Regenbogen Award
	National Female Artist
	Won



	Echo[image: External link]
	Rock/Pop Female National Artist[87]
	Crystal Sky[image: External link]
	Nominated
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 Film and television






	Year
	Film
	Role
	Note



	2010
	A Turtle's Tale: Sammy's Adventures[image: External link]
	Shelly
	German voice-dub



	2014
	Tarzan 3D[image: External link]
	Jane
	German voice-dub



	2016
	Trolls[image: External link]
	Poppy
	German voice-dub



	Year
	TV Show
	Role
	Note



	2011
	Bundesvision Song Contest 2011[image: External link]
	Herself – Co-presenter
	



	2012
	Durch die Nacht mit …[image: External link] Casper[image: External link]
	Herself
	arte[image: External link] documentary



	2013
	The Voice Kids[image: External link]
	Herself – Judge/Coach
	Kids Version



	2014



	2015



	2016



	2017
	Sing meinen Song - Das Tauschkonzert[image: External link]
	Herself - Participant
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 Discography




Main article: Lena Meyer-Landrut discography[image: External link]



	Studio albums




	2010: My Cassette Player[image: External link]


	2011: Good News[image: External link]


	2012: Stardust[image: External link]


	2015: Crystal Sky[image: External link]


	2017: Gemini
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Bob Dylan






This article is about the musician. For his debut album, see Bob Dylan (album)[image: External link].

Bob Dylan (/'dIlen /[image: External link]; born Robert Allen Zimmerman, May 24, 1941) is an American poetic songwriter, singer, painter, writer, and Nobel prize[image: External link] laureate. He has been influential in popular music and culture for more than five decades. Much of his most celebrated work dates from the 1960s, when his songs chronicled social unrest. Early songs such as "Blowin' in the Wind[image: External link]" and "The Times They Are a-Changin'[image: External link]" became anthems for the Civil Rights Movement[image: External link] and anti-war movement[image: External link]. Leaving behind his initial base in the American folk music revival[image: External link], his six-minute single "Like a Rolling Stone[image: External link]", recorded in 1965, enlarged the range of popular music.

Dylan's lyrics incorporate a wide range of political, social, philosophical, and literary influences. They defied existing pop music conventions and appealed to the burgeoning counterculture[image: External link]. Initially inspired by the performances of Little Richard[image: External link] and the songwriting of Woody Guthrie[image: External link], Robert Johnson[image: External link], and Hank Williams[image: External link], Dylan has amplified and personalized musical genres[image: External link]. His recording career, spanning more than 50 years, has explored the traditions in American song—from folk[image: External link], blues, and country to gospel[image: External link], rock and roll[image: External link], and rockabilly[image: External link] to English[image: External link], Scottish[image: External link], and Irish folk music[image: External link], embracing even jazz[image: External link] and the Great American Songbook[image: External link]. Dylan performs with guitar, keyboards, and harmonica. Backed by a changing lineup of musicians, he has toured steadily since the late 1980s on what has been dubbed the Never Ending Tour[image: External link]. His accomplishments as a recording artist and performer have been central to his career, but his songwriting is considered his greatest contribution. Since 1994, Dylan has also published seven books of drawings and paintings, and his work has been exhibited in major art galleries.

As a musician, Dylan has sold more than 100 million records, making him one of the best-selling artists of all time. He has also received numerous awards[image: External link] including eleven Grammy Awards, a Golden Globe Award, and an Academy Award. Dylan has been inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame[image: External link], Minnesota Music Hall of Fame[image: External link], Nashville Songwriters Hall of Fame[image: External link], and Songwriters Hall of Fame[image: External link]. The Pulitzer Prize[image: External link] jury in 2008 awarded him a special citation[image: External link] for "his profound impact on popular music and American culture, marked by lyrical compositions of extraordinary poetic power." In May 2012, Dylan received the Presidential Medal of Freedom[image: External link] from President Barack Obama[image: External link]. In 2016, he was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature[image: External link] "for having created new poetic expressions within the great American song tradition".[2]
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Bob Dylan was born Robert Allen Zimmerman ( Hebrew[image: External link] name שבתאי זיסל בן אברהם [Shabtai Zisl ben Avraham])[3][4] in St. Mary's Hospital on May 24, 1941, in Duluth, Minnesota[image: External link],[5][6] and raised in Hibbing, Minnesota[image: External link], on the Mesabi Range[image: External link] west of Lake Superior[image: External link]. He has a younger brother, David. Dylan's paternal grandparents, Zigman and Anna Zimmerman, emigrated from Odessa[image: External link], in the Russian Empire[image: External link] (now Ukraine), to the United States following the anti-Semitic pogroms of 1905[image: External link].[7] His maternal grandparents, Ben and Florence Stone, were Lithuanian Jews[image: External link] who arrived in the United States in 1902.[7] In his autobiography, Chronicles: Volume One[image: External link], Dylan wrote that his paternal grandmother's maiden name was Kirghiz and her family originated from Kağızman[image: External link] district of Kars Province[image: External link] in northeastern Turkey.[8]

Dylan's father, Abram Zimmerman – an electric-appliance shop owner – and mother, Beatrice "Beatty" Stone, were part of a small, close-knit Jewish community. They lived in Duluth until Robert was six, when his father had polio[image: External link] and the family returned to his mother's hometown, Hibbing, where they lived for the rest of Robert's childhood. In his early years he listened to the radio—first to blues and country stations from Shreveport, Louisiana[image: External link], and later, when he was a teenager, to rock and roll.[9][10]

He formed several bands while attending Hibbing High School[image: External link]. In the Golden Chords, he performed covers[image: External link] of songs by Little Richard[image: External link][11] and Elvis Presley.[12] Their performance of Danny & the Juniors[image: External link]' "Rock and Roll Is Here to Stay" at their high school talent show was so loud that the principal cut the microphone.[13] On January 31, 1959, three days before his death, Buddy Holly[image: External link] performed at the Duluth Armory[image: External link].[14] Seventeen year old Zimmerman was in the audience; in his Nobel Prize lecture, Dylan remembered: "He looked me right straight dead in the eye, and he transmitted something. Something I didn’t know what. And it gave me the chills."[15]

In 1959, his high school yearbook carried the caption "Robert Zimmerman: to join 'Little Richard[image: External link]'."[11][16] The same year, as Elston Gunnn, he performed two dates with Bobby Vee[image: External link], playing piano and clapping.[17][18][19] In September 1959, Zimmerman moved to Minneapolis[image: External link] and enrolled at the University of Minnesota[image: External link].[20] His focus on rock and roll gave way to American folk music[image: External link]. In 1985, he said:


The thing about rock'n'roll is that for me anyway it wasn't enough... There were great catch-phrases and driving pulse rhythms... but the songs weren't serious or didn't reflect life in a realistic way. I knew that when I got into folk music, it was more of a serious type of thing. The songs are filled with more despair, more sadness, more triumph, more faith in the supernatural, much deeper feelings.[21]



Living at the Jewish-centric fraternity Sigma Alpha Mu[image: External link] house Zimmerman began to perform at the Ten O'Clock Scholar, a coffeehouse a few blocks from campus, and became involved in the Dinkytown[image: External link] folk music[image: External link] circuit.[22][23]

During his Dinkytown days, Zimmerman began introducing himself as "Bob Dylan".[24][a 1] In his memoir, he said he hit upon using this less common variant for Dillon – a surname he had considered adopting – when he unexpectedly saw some poems by Dylan Thomas[image: External link].[25] Explaining his change of name in a 2004 interview, Dylan remarked, "You're born, you know, the wrong names, wrong parents. I mean, that happens. You call yourself what you want to call yourself. This is the land of the free."[26]
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In May 1960, Dylan dropped out of college at the end of his first year. In January 1961, he traveled to New York City, to perform there and visit his musical idol Woody Guthrie[image: External link],[27] who was seriously ill with Huntington's disease[image: External link] in Greystone Park Psychiatric Hospital[image: External link].[28] Guthrie had been a revelation to Dylan and influenced his early performances. Describing Guthrie's impact, he wrote: "The songs themselves had the infinite sweep of humanity in them... [He] was the true voice of the American spirit. I said to myself I was going to be Guthrie's greatest disciple."[29] As well as visiting Guthrie in hospital, Dylan befriended Guthrie's protégé Ramblin' Jack Elliott[image: External link]. Much of Guthrie's repertoire was channeled through Elliott, and Dylan paid tribute to Elliott in Chronicles: Volume One[image: External link].[30]

From February 1961, Dylan played at clubs around Greenwich Village[image: External link], befriending and picking up material from folk singers there, including Dave Van Ronk[image: External link], Fred Neil[image: External link], Odetta[image: External link], the New Lost City Ramblers[image: External link] and Irish musicians the Clancy Brothers and Tommy Makem[image: External link].[31] New York Times[image: External link] critic Robert Shelton[image: External link] first noted Dylan in a review of Izzy Young[image: External link]'s production for WRVR[image: External link] of a live twelve-hour Hootenanny on July 29, 1961: "Among the newer promising talents deserving mention are a 20-year-old latter-day Guthrie disciple named Bob Dylan, with a curiously arresting mumbling, country-steeped manner". This was Dylan's first live radio performance.[32] In September, Shelton boosted Dylan's career further with a very enthusiastic review of his performance at Gerde's Folk City[image: External link].[33] The same month Dylan played harmonica on folk singer Carolyn Hester[image: External link]'s third album. This brought his talents to the attention of the album's producer, John Hammond[image: External link],[34] who signed Dylan to Columbia Records.[35]

The performances on his first Columbia album, Bob Dylan[image: External link], released March 19, 1962,[36] consisted of familiar folk, blues and gospel[image: External link] with two original compositions. The album sold only 5,000 in its first year, just enough to break even.[37] Within Columbia Records, some referred to the singer as "Hammond's Folly"[38] and suggested dropping his contract, but Hammond defended Dylan and was supported by Johnny Cash[image: External link].[37] In March 1962, Dylan contributed harmonica and back-up vocals to the album Three Kings and the Queen, accompanying Victoria Spivey[image: External link] and Big Joe Williams[image: External link] on a recording for Spivey Records[image: External link].[39] While working for Columbia, Dylan recorded under the pseudonym Blind Boy Grunt[40] for Broadside[image: External link], a folk magazine and record label.[41] Dylan used the pseudonym Bob Landy to record as a piano player on The Blues Project, a 1964 anthology album by Elektra Records[image: External link].[40] As Tedham Porterhouse, Dylan played harmonica on Ramblin' Jack Elliott[image: External link]'s 1964 album Jack Elliott[image: External link].[40]

Dylan made two important career moves in August 1962: he legally changed his name to Robert Dylan,[43] and he signed a management contract with Albert Grossman[image: External link].[44] (In June 1961, Dylan had signed an agreement with Roy Silver. In 1962, Grossman paid Silver $10,000 to become sole manager.)[45] Grossman remained Dylan's manager until 1970, and was notable for his sometimes confrontational personality and for protective loyalty.[46] Dylan said, "He was kind of like a Colonel Tom Parker[image: External link] figure ... you could smell him coming."[23] Tensions between Grossman and John Hammond[image: External link] led to Hammond's being replaced as producer of Dylan's second album by the young African-American jazz producer, Tom Wilson[image: External link].[47]

Dylan made his first trip to the United Kingdom from December 1962 to January 1963.[48] He had been invited by TV director Philip Saville[image: External link] to appear in a drama, Madhouse on Castle Street[image: External link], which Saville was directing for BBC Television[image: External link].[49] At the end of the play, Dylan performed "Blowin' in the Wind", one of its first public performances.[49] The film recording of Madhouse on Castle Street was destroyed[image: External link] by the BBC in 1968.[49] While in London, Dylan performed at London folk clubs, including the Troubadour[image: External link], Les Cousins[image: External link], and Bunjies[image: External link].[48] He also learned material from UK performers, including Martin Carthy[image: External link].[49]

By the time of Dylan's second album, The Freewheelin' Bob Dylan[image: External link], in May 1963, he had begun to make his name as a singer and a songwriter. Many songs on this album were labeled protest songs[image: External link], inspired partly by Guthrie and influenced by Pete Seeger[image: External link]'s passion for topical songs.[50] "Oxford Town", for example, was an account of James Meredith[image: External link]'s ordeal as the first black student to risk enrollment at the University of Mississippi[image: External link].[51]

The first song on the Freewheelin' album, "Blowin' in the Wind[image: External link]", partly derived its melody from the traditional slave[image: External link] song, "No More Auction Block",[52] while its lyrics questioned the social and political status quo. The song was widely recorded by other artists and became a hit for Peter, Paul and Mary[image: External link].[53] Another Freewheelin' song, "A Hard Rain's a-Gonna Fall[image: External link]" was based on the folk ballad "Lord Randall[image: External link]". With veiled references to an impending apocalypse, the song gained more resonance when the Cuban Missile Crisis[image: External link] developed a few weeks after Dylan began performing it.[54][a 2] Like "Blowin' in the Wind", "A Hard Rain's a-Gonna Fall" marked a new direction in songwriting, blending a stream-of-consciousness[image: External link], imagist[image: External link] lyrical attack with traditional folk form.[55]

Dylan's topical songs enhanced his early reputation, and he came to be seen as more than just a songwriter. Janet Maslin[image: External link] wrote of Freewheelin': "These were the songs that established [Dylan] as the voice of his generation—someone who implicitly understood how concerned young Americans felt about nuclear disarmament[image: External link] and the growing Civil Rights Movement[image: External link]: his mixture of moral authority and nonconformity was perhaps the most timely of his attributes."[56][a 3] Freewheelin' also included love songs and surreal talking blues. Humor was an important part of Dylan's persona,[57] and the range of material on the album impressed listeners, including the Beatles. George Harrison said of the album, "We just played it, just wore it out. The content of the song lyrics and just the attitude—it was incredibly original and wonderful."[58]

The rough edge of Dylan's singing was unsettling to some but an attraction to others. Joyce Carol Oates[image: External link] wrote: "When we first heard this raw, very young, and seemingly untrained voice, frankly nasal, as if sandpaper could sing, the effect was dramatic and electrifying."[59] Many early songs reached the public through more palatable versions by other performers, such as Joan Baez[image: External link], who became Dylan's advocate as well as his lover.[60] Baez was influential in bringing Dylan to prominence by recording several of his early songs and inviting him on stage during her concerts.[61][62] "It didn't take long before people got it, that he was pretty damned special," says Baez.[63]

Others who had hits with Dylan's songs in the early 1960s included the Byrds[image: External link], Sonny & Cher[image: External link], the Hollies[image: External link], Peter, Paul and Mary[image: External link], the Association[image: External link], Manfred Mann[image: External link] and the Turtles[image: External link]. Most attempted a pop feel and rhythm, while Dylan and Baez performed them mostly as sparse folk songs. The covers became so ubiquitous that CBS[image: External link] promoted him with the slogan "Nobody Sings Dylan Like Dylan."[64]

"Mixed-Up Confusion[image: External link]", recorded during the Freewheelin' sessions with a backing band, was released as a single and then quickly withdrawn. In contrast to the mostly solo acoustic performances on the album, the single showed a willingness to experiment with a rockabilly[image: External link] sound. Cameron Crowe[image: External link] described it as "a fascinating look at a folk artist with his mind wandering towards Elvis Presley and Sun Records[image: External link]."[65]
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In May 1963, Dylan's political profile rose when he walked out of The Ed Sullivan Show[image: External link]. During rehearsals, Dylan had been told by CBS[image: External link] television's head of program practices that "Talkin' John Birch Paranoid Blues[image: External link]" was potentially libelous to the John Birch Society[image: External link]. Rather than comply with censorship, Dylan refused to appear.[66]

By this time, Dylan and Baez were prominent in the civil rights movement, singing together at the March on Washington[image: External link] on August 28, 1963.[67] Dylan's third album, The Times They Are a-Changin'[image: External link], reflected a more politicized and cynical Dylan.[68] The songs often took as their subject matter contemporary stories, with "Only a Pawn in Their Game[image: External link]" addressing the murder of civil rights worker Medgar Evers[image: External link]; and the Brechtian[image: External link] "The Lonesome Death of Hattie Carroll[image: External link]" the death of black hotel barmaid Hattie Carroll, at the hands of young white socialite William Zantzinger.[69] On a more general theme, "Ballad of Hollis Brown[image: External link]" and "North Country Blues[image: External link]" addressed despair engendered by the breakdown of farming and mining communities. This political material was accompanied by two personal love songs, "Boots of Spanish Leather" and "One Too Many Mornings[image: External link]".[70] During the Nashville Skyline sessions in 1969, Dylan and Johnny Cash recorded a duet of the song which has not been released.[71][72]

By the end of 1963, Dylan felt both manipulated and constrained by the folk and protest movements.[73] Accepting the "Tom Paine[image: External link] Award" from the National Emergency Civil Liberties Committee[image: External link] shortly after the assassination of John F. Kennedy[image: External link], an intoxicated Dylan questioned the role of the committee, characterized the members as old and balding, and claimed to see something of himself and of every man in Kennedy's assassin, Lee Harvey Oswald[image: External link].[74]

Another Side of Bob Dylan[image: External link], recorded on a single evening in June 1964,[76] had a lighter mood. The humorous Dylan reemerged on "I Shall Be Free No. 10" and "Motorpsycho Nightmare". "Spanish Harlem Incident[image: External link]" and "To Ramona[image: External link]" are passionate love songs, while "Black Crow Blues[image: External link]" and "I Don't Believe You (She Acts Like We Never Have Met)[image: External link]" suggest the rock and roll soon to dominate Dylan's music. "It Ain't Me Babe[image: External link]", on the surface a song about spurned love, has been described as a rejection of the role of political spokesman thrust upon him.[77] His newest direction was signaled by two lengthy songs: the impressionistic[image: External link] "Chimes of Freedom[image: External link]", which sets social commentary[image: External link] against a metaphorical landscape in a style characterized by Allen Ginsberg[image: External link] as "chains of flashing images,"[78] and "My Back Pages[image: External link]", which attacks the simplistic and arch seriousness of his own earlier topical songs and seems to predict the backlash he was about to encounter from his former champions as he took a new direction.[79]

In the latter half of 1964 and 1965, Dylan moved from folk songwriter to folk-rock[image: External link] pop-music star. His jeans and work shirts were replaced by a Carnaby Street[image: External link] wardrobe, sunglasses day or night, and pointed "Beatle boots[image: External link]". A London reporter wrote: "Hair that would set the teeth of a comb on edge. A loud shirt that would dim the neon lights of Leicester Square[image: External link]. He looks like an undernourished cockatoo[image: External link]."[80] Dylan began to spar with interviewers. Appearing on the Les Crane[image: External link] television show and asked about a movie he planned, he told Crane it would be a cowboy horror movie. Asked if he played the cowboy, Dylan replied, "No, I play my mother."[81]
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Main article: Electric Dylan controversy[image: External link]


Dylan's late March 1965 album Bringing It All Back Home[image: External link] was another leap,[82] featuring his first recordings with electric instruments. The first single, "Subterranean Homesick Blues[image: External link]", owed much to Chuck Berry[image: External link]'s "Too Much Monkey Business[image: External link]";[83] its free association lyrics described as harkening back to the energy of beat poetry[image: External link] and as a forerunner of rap[image: External link] and hip-hop[image: External link].[84] The song was provided with an early video, which opened D. A. Pennebaker[image: External link]'s cinéma vérité[image: External link] presentation of Dylan's 1965 tour of Great Britain, Dont Look Back[image: External link].[85] Instead of miming, Dylan illustrated the lyrics by throwing cue cards containing key words from the song on the ground. Pennebaker said the sequence was Dylan's idea, and it has been imitated in music videos and advertisements.[86]

The second side of Bringing It All Back Home contained four long songs on which Dylan accompanied himself on acoustic guitar and harmonica.[87] "Mr. Tambourine Man[image: External link]" became one of his best known songs when the Byrds recorded an electric version that reached number one in the US and UK .[88][89] "It's All Over Now, Baby Blue[image: External link]" and "It's Alright Ma (I'm Only Bleeding)[image: External link]" were two of Dylan's most important compositions.[87][90]

In 1965, headlining the Newport Folk Festival[image: External link], Dylan performed his first electric set since high school with a pickup group[image: External link] featuring Mike Bloomfield[image: External link] on guitar and Al Kooper[image: External link] on organ.[91] Dylan had appeared at Newport in 1963 and 1964, but in 1965 met with cheering and booing and left the stage after three songs. One version has it that the boos were from folk fans whom Dylan had alienated by appearing, unexpectedly, with an electric guitar. Murray Lerner[image: External link], who filmed the performance, said: "I absolutely think that they were booing Dylan going electric."[92] An alternative account claims audience members were upset by poor sound and a short set. This account is supported by Kooper and one of the directors of the festival, who reports his recording proves the only boos were in reaction to the MC's announcement that there was only enough time for a short set.[93][94]

Nevertheless, Dylan's performance provoked a hostile response from the folk music establishment.[95][96] In the September issue of Sing Out![image: External link], Ewan MacColl[image: External link] wrote: "Our traditional songs and ballads are the creations of extraordinarily talented artists working inside disciplines formulated over time ...'But what of Bobby Dylan?' scream the outraged teenagers ... Only a completely non-critical audience, nourished on the watery pap of pop music, could have fallen for such tenth-rate drivel."[97] On July 29, four days after Newport, Dylan was back in the studio in New York, recording "Positively 4th Street[image: External link]". The lyrics contained images of vengeance and paranoia,[98] and it has been interpreted as Dylan's put-down of former friends from the folk community—friends he had known in clubs along West 4th Street[image: External link].[99]
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In July 1965, the single "Like a Rolling Stone[image: External link]" peaked at two in the U.S. and at four in the UK charts. At over six minutes, the song altered what a pop single could convey. Bruce Springsteen, in his speech for Dylan's inauguration into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame[image: External link], said that on first hearing the single, "that snare shot sounded like somebody'd kicked open the door to your mind".[101] In 2004 and in 2011, Rolling Stone listed it as number one of "The 500 Greatest Songs of All Time[image: External link]".[100][102] The song opened Dylan's next album, Highway 61 Revisited[image: External link], named after the road that led from Dylan's Minnesota to the musical hotbed of New Orleans[image: External link].[103] The songs were in the same vein as the hit single, flavored by Mike Bloomfield[image: External link]'s blues guitar and Al Kooper[image: External link]'s organ riffs. "Desolation Row[image: External link]", backed by acoustic guitar and understated bass,[104] offers the sole exception, with Dylan alluding to figures in Western culture in a song described by Andy Gill as "an 11-minute epic of entropy, which takes the form of a Fellini-esque[image: External link] parade of grotesques and oddities featuring a huge cast of celebrated characters, some historical ( Einstein[image: External link], Nero[image: External link]), some biblical (Noah, Cain and Abel), some fictional (Ophelia, Romeo, Cinderella), some literary (T.S. Eliot[image: External link] and Ezra Pound[image: External link]), and some who fit into none of the above categories, notably Dr. Filth and his dubious nurse."[105]

In support of the album, Dylan was booked for two U.S. concerts with Al Kooper and Harvey Brooks[image: External link] from his studio crew and Robbie Robertson[image: External link] and Levon Helm[image: External link], former members of Ronnie Hawkins[image: External link]'s backing band the Hawks[image: External link].[106] On August 28 at Forest Hills Tennis Stadium, the group was heckled by an audience still annoyed by Dylan's electric sound. The band's reception on September 3 at the Hollywood Bowl[image: External link] was more favorable.[107]

From September 24, 1965, in Austin, Texas, Dylan toured the U.S. and Canada for six months, backed by the five musicians from the Hawks who became known as the Band[image: External link].[108] While Dylan and the Hawks met increasingly receptive audiences, their studio efforts floundered. Producer Bob Johnston[image: External link] persuaded Dylan to record in Nashville[image: External link] in February 1966, and surrounded him with top-notch session men. At Dylan's insistence, Robertson and Kooper came from New York City to play on the sessions.[109] The Nashville sessions produced the double album Blonde on Blonde[image: External link] (1966), featuring what Dylan called "that thin wild mercury sound".[110] Kooper described it as "taking two cultures and smashing them together with a huge explosion": the musical world of Nashville and the world of the "quintessential New York hipster" Bob Dylan.[111]

On November 22, 1965, Dylan secretly married 25-year-old former model Sara Lownds[image: External link].[112] Robertson writes in his memoir about receiving a phone call that morning to accompany the couple to the court, and then later to a reception hosted by Al Grossman at the Algonquin Hotel. Some of Dylan's friends, including Ramblin' Jack Elliott, say that, immediately after the event, Dylan denied he was married.[112] Journalist Nora Ephron[image: External link] made the news public in the New York Post[image: External link] in February 1966 with the headline "Hush! Bob Dylan is wed."[113]

Dylan toured Australia and Europe in April and May 1966. Each show was split in two. Dylan performed solo during the first half, accompanying himself on acoustic guitar[image: External link] and harmonica. In the second, backed by the Hawks[image: External link], he played electrically amplified music. This contrast provoked many fans, who jeered and slow handclapped[image: External link].[114] The tour culminated in a raucous confrontation between Dylan and his audience at the Manchester Free Trade Hall[image: External link] in England on May 17, 1966.[115] A recording of this concert was released in 1998: The Bootleg Series Vol. 4: Bob Dylan Live 1966[image: External link]. At the climax of the evening, a member of the audience, angered by Dylan's electric backing, shouted: " Judas[image: External link]!" to which Dylan responded, "I don't believe you ... You're a liar!" Dylan turned to his band and said, "Play it fucking loud!"[116] as they launched into the final song of the night—"Like a Rolling Stone".

During his 1966 tour, Dylan was described as exhausted and acting "as if on a death trip".[117] D. A. Pennebaker[image: External link], the film maker accompanying the tour, described Dylan as "taking a lot of amphetamine and who-knows-what-else."[118] In a 1969 interview with Jann Wenner[image: External link], Dylan said, "I was on the road for almost five years. It wore me down. I was on drugs, a lot of things ... just to keep going, you know?"[119] In 2011, BBC Radio 4 reported that, in an interview that Robert Shelton taped in 1966, Dylan said he had kicked heroin in New York City: "I got very, very strung out for a while ... I had about a $25-a-day habit and I kicked it."[120] Some journalists questioned the validity of this confession, pointing out that Dylan had "been telling journalists wild lies about his past since the earliest days of his career."[121][122]
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After his tour, Dylan returned to New York, but the pressures increased. ABC Television[image: External link] had paid an advance for a TV show.[123] His publisher, Macmillan[image: External link], was demanding a manuscript of the poem/novel Tarantula[image: External link]. Manager Albert Grossman[image: External link] had scheduled a concert tour for the latter part of the year.

On July 29, 1966, Dylan crashed his 500cc Triumph Tiger 100[image: External link] motorcycle near his home in Woodstock, New York[image: External link], and was thrown to the ground. Though the extent of his injuries was never disclosed, Dylan said that he broke several vertebrae[image: External link] in his neck.[124] Mystery still surrounds the circumstances of the accident since no ambulance was called to the scene and Dylan was not hospitalized.[124][125] Dylan's biographers have written that the crash offered Dylan the chance to escape the pressures around him.[124][126] Dylan confirmed this interpretation in his autobiography: "I had been in a motorcycle accident and I'd been hurt, but I recovered. Truth was that I wanted to get out of the rat race."[127] Dylan withdrew from public and, apart from a few appearances, did not tour again for almost eight years.[125][128]

Once Dylan was well enough to resume creative work, he began to edit D. A. Pennebaker[image: External link]'s film of his 1966 tour. A rough cut was shown to ABC Television and rejected as incomprehensible to a mainstream audience.[129] The film was subsequently titled Eat the Document[image: External link] on bootleg copies, and it has been screened at a handful of film festivals.[130][131] In 1967 he began recording with the Hawks at his home and in the basement of the Hawks' nearby house, "Big Pink".[132] These songs, initially demos for other artists to record, provided hits for Julie Driscoll[image: External link] and the Brian Auger Trinity[image: External link] ("This Wheel's on Fire[image: External link]"), The Byrds[image: External link] ("You Ain't Goin' Nowhere[image: External link]", "Nothing Was Delivered"), and Manfred Mann[image: External link] ("Mighty Quinn[image: External link]"). Columbia released selections in 1975 as The Basement Tapes[image: External link]. Over the years, more songs recorded by Dylan and his band in 1967 appeared on bootleg recordings[image: External link], culminating in a five-CD set titled The Genuine Basement Tapes, containing 107 songs and alternative takes[image: External link].[133] In the coming months, the Hawks recorded the album Music from Big Pink[image: External link] using songs they worked on in their basement in Woodstock, and renamed themselves the Band[image: External link],[134] beginning a long recording and performing career of their own.

In October and November 1967, Dylan returned to Nashville[image: External link].[135] Back in the studio after 19 months, he was accompanied by Charlie McCoy[image: External link] on bass,[135] Kenny Buttrey[image: External link] on drums,[135] and Pete Drake[image: External link] on steel guitar.[135] The result was John Wesley Harding[image: External link], a contemplative record of shorter songs, set in a landscape that drew on the American West[image: External link] and the Bible. The sparse structure and instrumentation, with lyrics that took the Judeo-Christian[image: External link] tradition seriously, departed from Dylan's own work and from the psychedelic fervor of the 1960s.[136] It included "All Along the Watchtower[image: External link]", with lyrics derived from the Book of Isaiah[image: External link] (21:5–9). The song was later recorded by Jimi Hendrix[image: External link], whose version Dylan acknowledged as definitive.[21] Woody Guthrie died on October 3, 1967, and Dylan made his first live appearance in twenty months at a Guthrie memorial concert held at Carnegie Hall[image: External link] on January 20, 1968, where he was backed by the Band.[137]

Dylan's next release, Nashville Skyline[image: External link] (1969), was mainstream country featuring Nashville musicians, a mellow-voiced Dylan, a duet with Johnny Cash[image: External link], and the hit single "Lay Lady Lay[image: External link]".[139] Variety[image: External link] wrote, "Dylan is definitely doing something that can be called singing. Somehow he has managed to add an octave to his range."[140] During one recording session, Dylan and Cash recorded a series of duets but only their version of Dylan's "Girl from the North Country[image: External link]" was released on the album.[71][72]

In May 1969, Dylan appeared on the first episode of Johnny Cash's television show and sang a duet with Cash of "Girl from the North Country[image: External link]", with solos of "Living the Blues" and "I Threw It All Away[image: External link]".[141] Dylan next traveled to England to top the bill at the Isle of Wight[image: External link] festival on August 31, 1969, after rejecting overtures to appear at the Woodstock Festival[image: External link] closer to his home.[142]
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In the early 1970s, critics charged that Dylan's output was varied and unpredictable. Rolling Stone writer Greil Marcus[image: External link] asked "What is this shit?" on first listening to Self Portrait[image: External link], released in June 1970.[143][144] It was a double LP including few original songs, and was poorly received.[145] In October 1970, Dylan released New Morning[image: External link], considered a return to form.[146] This album included "Day of the Locusts", a song in which Dylan gave an account of receiving an honorary degree from Princeton University[image: External link] on June 9, 1970.[147] In November 1968, Dylan had co-written "I'd Have You Anytime[image: External link]" with George Harrison;[148] Harrison recorded "I'd Have You Anytime" and Dylan's "If Not for You[image: External link]" for his 1970 solo triple album All Things Must Pass[image: External link]. Dylan's surprise appearance at Harrison's 1971 Concert for Bangladesh[image: External link] attracted media coverage, reflecting that Dylan's live appearances had become rare.[149]

Between March 16 and 19, 1971, Dylan reserved three days at Blue Rock, a small studio in Greenwich Village[image: External link], to record with Leon Russell[image: External link]. These sessions resulted in "Watching the River Flow[image: External link]" and a new recording of "When I Paint My Masterpiece[image: External link]".[150] On November 4, 1971, Dylan recorded "George Jackson[image: External link]", which he released a week later. For many, the single was a surprising return to protest material, mourning the killing of Black Panther[image: External link] George Jackson[image: External link] in San Quentin State Prison[image: External link] that year.[151] Dylan contributed piano and harmony to Steve Goodman[image: External link]'s album, Somebody Else's Troubles, under the pseudonym Robert Milkwood Thomas (referencing the play Under Milk Wood[image: External link] by Dylan Thomas[image: External link] and his own previous name) in September 1972.[152]

In 1972, Dylan signed to Sam Peckinpah[image: External link]'s film Pat Garrett and Billy the Kid[image: External link], providing songs and backing music[image: External link] for the movie, and playing "Alias", a member of Billy's gang with some historical basis.[153] Despite the film's failure at the box office, the song "Knockin' on Heaven's Door[image: External link]" became one of Dylan's most covered songs.[154][155]

Also in 1972, Dylan protested the move to deport John Lennon and Yoko Ono, who had been convicted of possessing cannabis, by sending a letter to the U.S. Immigration Service[image: External link], in part: "Hurray for John & Yoko. Let them stay and live here and breathe. The country's got plenty of room and space. Let John and Yoko stay!"[156]
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Dylan began 1973 by signing with a new label, David Geffen[image: External link]'s Asylum Records[image: External link] (and Island[image: External link] in the UK), when his contract with Columbia Records expired. On his next album, Planet Waves[image: External link], he used the Band as backing group, while rehearsing for a tour. The album included two versions of "Forever Young", which became one of his most popular songs.[157] As one critic described it, the song projected "something hymnal and heartfelt that spoke of the father in Dylan",[158] and Dylan himself commented: "I wrote it thinking about one of my boys and not wanting to be too sentimental."[21]

Columbia Records simultaneously released Dylan[image: External link], a collection of studio outtakes (almost exclusively covers), widely interpreted as a churlish response to Dylan's signing with a rival record label.[159] In January 1974, Dylan returned to touring after seven years; backed by the Band, he embarked on a North American tour[image: External link] of 40 concerts. A live double album, Before the Flood[image: External link], was on Asylum Records. Soon, according to Clive Davis[image: External link], Columbia Records sent word they "will spare nothing to bring Dylan back into the fold".[160] Dylan had second thoughts about Asylum, miffed that while there had been millions of unfulfilled ticket requests for the 1974 tour, Geffen had sold only 700,000 copies of Planet Waves.[160] Dylan returned to Columbia Records, which reissued his two Asylum albums.

After the tour, Dylan and his wife became estranged. He filled a small red notebook with songs about relationships and ruptures, and recorded an album entitled Blood on the Tracks[image: External link] in September 1974.[161] Dylan delayed the release and re-recorded half the songs at Sound 80[image: External link] Studios in Minneapolis[image: External link] with production assistance from his brother, David Zimmerman.[162]

Released in early 1975, Blood on the Tracks[image: External link] received mixed reviews. In the NME, Nick Kent[image: External link] described "the accompaniments [as] often so trashy they sound like mere practice takes."[163] In Rolling Stone, Jon Landau[image: External link] wrote that "the record has been made with typical shoddiness."[163] Over the years critics came to see it as one of Dylan's greatest achievements. In Salon.com[image: External link], Bill Wyman wrote: "Blood on the Tracks is his only flawless album and his best produced; the songs, each of them, are constructed in disciplined fashion. It is his kindest album and most dismayed, and seems in hindsight to have achieved a sublime balance between the logorrhea-plagued excesses of his mid-1960s output and the self-consciously simple compositions of his post-accident years."[164] Novelist Rick Moody[image: External link] called it "the truest, most honest account of a love affair from tip to stern ever put down on magnetic tape."[165]

In the middle of that year, Dylan wrote a ballad championing boxer Rubin "Hurricane" Carter[image: External link], imprisoned for a triple murder in Paterson, New Jersey[image: External link], in 1966. After visiting Carter in jail, Dylan wrote " Hurricane[image: External link]", presenting the case for Carter's innocence. Despite its length—over eight minutes—the song was released as a single, peaking at 33 on the U.S. Billboard chart, and performed at every 1975 date of Dylan's next tour, the Rolling Thunder Revue[image: External link].[a 4][166] The tour featured about one hundred performers and supporters from the Greenwich Village folk scene, including T-Bone Burnett[image: External link], Ramblin' Jack Elliott, Joni Mitchell[image: External link],[167][168] David Mansfield[image: External link], Roger McGuinn[image: External link], Mick Ronson[image: External link], Joan Baez, and Scarlet Rivera[image: External link], whom Dylan discovered walking down the street, her violin case on her back.[169] Allen Ginsberg[image: External link] accompanied the troupe, staging scenes for the film Dylan was shooting. Sam Shepard[image: External link] was hired to write the screenplay, but ended up accompanying the tour as informal chronicler.[170]

Running through late 1975 and again through early 1976, the tour encompassed the release of the album Desire[image: External link], with many of Dylan's new songs featuring a travelogue[image: External link]-like narrative style, showing the influence of his new collaborator, playwright Jacques Levy[image: External link].[171][172] The 1976 half of the tour was documented by a TV concert special, Hard Rain, and the LP Hard Rain[image: External link]; no concert album from the better-received and better-known opening half of the tour was released until 2002's Live 1975[image: External link].[173]

The 1975 tour with the Revue provided the backdrop to Dylan's nearly four-hour film Renaldo and Clara[image: External link], a sprawling narrative mixed with concert footage and reminiscences. Released in 1978, the movie received poor, sometimes scathing, reviews.[174][175] Later in that year, a two-hour edit, dominated by the concert performances, was more widely released.[176]

In November 1976, Dylan appeared at the Band's "farewell" concert, with Eric Clapton, Joni Mitchell[image: External link], Muddy Waters[image: External link], Van Morrison[image: External link] and Neil Young. Martin Scorsese[image: External link]'s cinematic chronicle, The Last Waltz[image: External link], in 1978 included about half of Dylan's set.[177] In 1976, Dylan wrote and duetted on "Sign Language" for Eric Clapton's No Reason To Cry[image: External link].[178]

In 1978, Dylan embarked on a year-long world tour[image: External link], performing 114 shows in Japan, the Far East, Europe and the US, to a total audience of two million. Dylan assembled an eight-piece band and three backing singers. Concerts in Tokyo in February and March were released as the live double album, Bob Dylan At Budokan[image: External link].[179] Reviews were mixed. Robert Christgau[image: External link] awarded the album a C+ rating, giving the album a derisory review,[180] while Janet Maslin[image: External link] defended it in Rolling Stone, writing: "These latest live versions of his old songs have the effect of liberating Bob Dylan from the originals."[181] When Dylan brought the tour to the U.S. in September 1978, the press described the look and sound as a 'Las Vegas Tour'.[182] The 1978 tour grossed more than $20 million, and Dylan told the Los Angeles Times that he had debts because "I had a couple of bad years. I put a lot of money into the movie, built a big house  ... and it costs a lot to get divorced in California."[179]

In April and May 1978, Dylan took the same band and vocalists into Rundown Studios in Santa Monica[image: External link], California, to record an album of new material: Street-Legal[image: External link].[183] It was described by Michael Gray as, "after Blood On The Tracks, arguably Dylan's best record of the 1970s: a crucial album documenting a crucial period in Dylan's own life".[184] However, it had poor sound and mixing (attributed to Dylan's studio practices), muddying the instrumental detail until a remastered CD release in 1999 restored some of the songs' strengths.[185]
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Further information: Slow Train Coming § Conversion to Christianity[image: External link]


In the late 1970s, Dylan became a born again Christian[image: External link][186][187][188] and released two albums of contemporary gospel music[image: External link]. Slow Train Coming[image: External link] (1979) featured the guitar accompaniment of Mark Knopfler[image: External link] (of Dire Straits[image: External link]) and was produced by veteran R&B[image: External link] producer Jerry Wexler[image: External link]. Wexler said that Dylan had tried to evangelize him during the recording. He replied: "Bob, you're dealing with a 62-year-old Jewish atheist. Let's just make an album."[189] Dylan won the Grammy Award for Best Male Rock Vocal Performance[image: External link] for the song "Gotta Serve Somebody[image: External link]". His second Christian-themed album, Saved[image: External link] (1980), received mixed reviews, described by Michael Gray as "the nearest thing to a follow-up album Dylan has ever made, Slow Train Coming II and inferior"[190] When touring in late 1979 and early 1980, Dylan would not play his older, secular works, and he delivered declarations of his faith from the stage, such as:


Years ago they ... said I was a prophet. I used to say, "No I'm not a prophet" they say "Yes you are, you're a prophet." I said, "No it's not me." They used to say "You sure are a prophet." They used to convince me I was a prophet. Now I come out and say Jesus Christ is the answer. They say, "Bob Dylan's no prophet." They just can't handle it.[191]



Dylan's Christianity was unpopular with some fans and musicians.[192] Shortly before his murder[image: External link], John Lennon recorded "Serve Yourself" in response to Dylan's "Gotta Serve Somebody".[193] By 1981, Stephen Holden[image: External link] wrote in the New York Times that "neither age (he's now 40) nor his much-publicized conversion to born-again Christianity has altered his essentially iconoclastic temperament."[194]
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In late 1980, Dylan briefly played concerts billed as "A Musical Retrospective", restoring popular 1960s songs to the repertoire. Shot of Love[image: External link], recorded early the next year, featured his first secular compositions in more than two years, mixed with Christian songs. "Every Grain of Sand[image: External link]" reminded some of William Blake[image: External link]'s verses.[195]

In the 1980s, reception of Dylan's recordings varied, from the well-regarded Infidels[image: External link] in 1983 to the panned Down in the Groove[image: External link] in 1988. Michael Gray condemned Dylan's 1980s albums for carelessness in the studio and for failing to release his best songs.[196] As an example of the latter, the Infidels recording sessions, which again employed Knopfler on lead guitar and also as the album's producer, resulted in several notable songs that Dylan left off the album. Best regarded of these were "Blind Willie McTell[image: External link]", a tribute to the dead blues musician[image: External link] and an evocation of African American history[image: External link],[197] "Foot of Pride" and "Lord Protect My Child[image: External link]". These three songs were released on The Bootleg Series Volumes 1–3 (Rare & Unreleased) 1961–1991[image: External link].[198]

Between July 1984 and March 1985, Dylan recorded Empire Burlesque[image: External link].[199] Arthur Baker[image: External link], who had remixed hits for Bruce Springsteen and Cyndi Lauper, was asked to engineer and mix the album. Baker said he felt he was hired to make Dylan's album sound "a little bit more contemporary".[199]

In 1985 Dylan sang on USA for Africa[image: External link]'s famine relief single "We Are the World[image: External link]". He also joined Artists United Against Apartheid[image: External link] providing vocals for their single "Sun City[image: External link]".[200] On July 13, 1985, he appeared at the climax at the Live Aid[image: External link] concert at JFK Stadium[image: External link], Philadelphia. Backed by Keith Richards[image: External link] and Ronnie Wood[image: External link], he performed a ragged version of "Hollis Brown", his ballad of rural poverty, and then said to the worldwide audience exceeding one billion people: "I hope that some of the money ... maybe they can just take a little bit of it, maybe ... one or two million, maybe ... and use it to pay the mortgages on some of the farms and, the farmers here, owe to the banks."[201] His remarks were widely criticized as inappropriate, but they did inspire Willie Nelson[image: External link] to organize a series of events, Farm Aid[image: External link], to benefit debt-ridden American farmers.[202]

In April 1986, Dylan made a foray into rap music[image: External link] when he added vocals to the opening verse of "Street Rock", featured on Kurtis Blow[image: External link]'s album Kingdom Blow.[203] Dylan's next studio album, Knocked Out Loaded[image: External link], in July 1986 contained three covers (by Little Junior Parker[image: External link], Kris Kristofferson[image: External link] and the gospel hymn "Precious Memories[image: External link]"), plus three collaborations with (Tom Petty[image: External link], Sam Shepard[image: External link] and Carole Bayer Sager), and two solo compositions by Dylan. One reviewer commented that "the record follows too many detours to be consistently compelling, and some of those detours wind down roads that are indisputably dead ends. By 1986, such uneven records weren't entirely unexpected by Dylan, but that didn't make them any less frustrating."[204] It was the first Dylan album since Freewheelin'[image: External link] (1963) to fail to make the Top 50.[205] Since then, some critics have called the 11-minute epic that Dylan co-wrote with Sam Shepard, "Brownsville Girl[image: External link]", a work of genius.[206]

In 1986 and 1987, Dylan toured with Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers[image: External link], sharing vocals with Petty on several songs each night. Dylan also toured with the Grateful Dead[image: External link] in 1987, resulting in a live album Dylan & The Dead[image: External link]. This received negative reviews: Allmusic[image: External link] said, "Quite possibly the worst album by either Bob Dylan or the Grateful Dead."[207] Dylan then initiated what came to be called the Never Ending Tour[image: External link] on June 7, 1988, performing with a back-up band featuring guitarist G. E. Smith[image: External link]. Dylan continued to tour with a small, evolving band for the next 20 years.[208]

In 1987, Dylan starred in Richard Marquand[image: External link]'s movie Hearts of Fire[image: External link], in which he played Billy Parker, a washed-up rock star turned chicken farmer whose teenage lover ( Fiona[image: External link]) leaves him for a jaded English synth-pop sensation played by Rupert Everett[image: External link].[209] Dylan also contributed two original songs to the soundtrack—"Night After Night", and "I Had a Dream About You, Baby", as well as a cover of John Hiatt[image: External link]'s "The Usual". The film was a critical and commercial flop.[210] Dylan was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame[image: External link] in January 1988, with Bruce Springsteen's introduction declaring, "Bob freed your mind the way Elvis freed your body. He showed us that just because music was innately physical did not mean that it was anti-intellectual."[211]

The album Down in the Groove[image: External link] in May 1988 sold even more unsuccessfully than his previous studio album.[212] Michael Gray wrote: "The very title undercuts any idea that inspired work may lie within. Here was a further devaluing of the notion of a new Bob Dylan album as something significant."[213] The critical and commercial disappointment of that album was swiftly followed by the success of the Traveling Wilburys[image: External link]. Dylan co-founded the band with George Harrison, Jeff Lynne[image: External link], Roy Orbison[image: External link], and Tom Petty[image: External link], and in late 1988 their multi-platinum Traveling Wilburys Vol. 1[image: External link] reached three on the US album chart,[212] featuring songs that were described as Dylan's most accessible compositions in years.[214] Despite Orbison's death in December 1988, the remaining four recorded a second album in May 1990 with the title Traveling Wilburys Vol. 3[image: External link].[215]

Dylan finished the decade on a critical high note with Oh Mercy[image: External link] produced by Daniel Lanois[image: External link]. Michael Gray wrote that the album was: "Attentively written, vocally distinctive, musically warm, and uncompromisingly professional, this cohesive whole is the nearest thing to a great Bob Dylan album in the 1980s."[213][216] The track "Most of the Time", a lost love composition, was later prominently featured in the film High Fidelity[image: External link], while "What Was It You Wanted?" has been interpreted both as a catechism and a wry comment on the expectations of critics and fans.[217] The religious imagery of "Ring Them Bells" struck some critics as a re-affirmation of faith.[218]
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Dylan's 1990s began with Under the Red Sky[image: External link] (1990), an about-face from the serious Oh Mercy. The album contained several apparently simple songs, including "Under the Red Sky" and "Wiggle Wiggle". The album was dedicated to "Gabby Goo Goo", a nickname for the daughter of Dylan and Carolyn Dennis[image: External link], Desiree Gabrielle Dennis-Dylan, who was four.[219] Sidemen[image: External link] on the album included George Harrison, Slash[image: External link] from Guns N' Roses[image: External link], David Crosby[image: External link], Bruce Hornsby, Stevie Ray Vaughan[image: External link], and Elton John. Despite the line-up, the record received bad reviews and sold poorly.[220]

In 1991, Dylan received a Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award[image: External link] from American actor Jack Nicholson[image: External link].[221] The event coincided with the start of the Gulf War[image: External link] against Saddam Hussein[image: External link], and Dylan performed "Masters of War[image: External link]". Dylan then made a short speech, saying "My daddy once said to me, he said, 'Son, it is possible for you to become so defiled in this world that your own mother and father will abandon you. If that happens, God will believe in your ability to mend your own ways.'"[222] This sentiment was subsequently revealed to be a quote from 19th-century German Jewish intellectual, Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch[image: External link].[223]

Over the next few years Dylan returned to his roots with two albums covering folk and blues numbers: Good as I Been to You[image: External link] (1992) and World Gone Wrong[image: External link] (1993), featuring interpretations and acoustic guitar work. Many critics and fans commented on the quiet beauty of the song "Lone Pilgrim",[224] written by a 19th-century teacher. In November 1994 Dylan recorded two live shows for MTV Unplugged[image: External link]. He said his wish to perform traditional songs was overruled by Sony[image: External link] executives who insisted on hits.[225] The album from it, MTV Unplugged[image: External link], included "John Brown", an unreleased 1962 song of how enthusiasm for war ends in mutilation and disillusionment.[226]

Dylan's longtime road manager[image: External link] Victor Maymudes[image: External link] has claimed that the singer quit drinking alcohol[image: External link] in 1994.[227] Maymudes felt that Dylan sobering up made him "more introverted and a little less social."[227]

With a collection of songs reportedly written while snowed in on his Minnesota ranch,[228] Dylan booked recording time with Daniel Lanois[image: External link] at Miami's Criteria Studios[image: External link] in January 1997. The subsequent recording sessions were, by some accounts, fraught with musical tension.[229] Before the album's release Dylan was hospitalized with a life-threatening heart infection, pericarditis[image: External link], brought on by histoplasmosis[image: External link]. His scheduled European tour was cancelled, but Dylan made a speedy recovery and left the hospital saying, "I really thought I'd be seeing Elvis soon."[230] He was back on the road by mid-year, and performed before Pope John Paul II[image: External link] at the World Eucharistic Conference in Bologna[image: External link], Italy. The Pope treated the audience of 200,000 people to a homily based on Dylan's lyric "Blowin' in the Wind".[231]

In September Dylan released the new Lanois-produced album, Time Out of Mind. With its bitter assessment of love and morbid ruminations, Dylan's first collection of original songs in seven years was highly acclaimed. One critic wrote: "the songs themselves are uniformly powerful, adding up to Dylan's best overall collection in years."[232] This collection of complex songs won him his first solo "Album of the Year" Grammy Award.[233]

In December 1997, U.S. President Bill Clinton[image: External link] presented Dylan with a Kennedy Center[image: External link] Honor in the East Room of the White House[image: External link], paying this tribute: "He probably had more impact on people of my generation than any other creative artist. His voice and lyrics haven't always been easy on the ear, but throughout his career Bob Dylan has never aimed to please. He's disturbed the peace and discomforted the powerful."[234]

In 1999, Dylan embarked on a North American tour with Paul Simon[image: External link], where each alternated as headline act with a "middle" section where they performed together, starting on the first of June and ending September 18. The collaboration was generally well-received.
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Dylan commenced the 2000s by winning the Polar Music Prize[image: External link] in May 2000 and his first Oscar; his song "Things Have Changed", written for the film Wonder Boys[image: External link], won an Academy Award[image: External link] in March 2001.[236] The Oscar, by some reports a facsimile, tours with him, presiding over shows perched atop an amplifier.[237]

"Love and Theft"[image: External link] was released on September 11, 2001. Recorded with his touring band, Dylan produced the album himself under the pseudonym Jack Frost.[238] The album was critically well received and earned nominations for several Grammy awards.[239] Critics noted that Dylan was widening his musical palette to include rockabilly[image: External link], Western swing, jazz, and even lounge ballads.[240] "Love and Theft" generated controversy when The Wall Street Journal[image: External link] pointed out similarities between the album's lyrics and Japanese author Junichi Saga's book Confessions of a Yakuza[image: External link].[241][242]

In 2003, Dylan revisited the evangelical songs from his "born again" period and participated in the CD project Gotta Serve Somebody: The Gospel Songs of Bob Dylan[image: External link]. That year Dylan also released the film Masked & Anonymous[image: External link], which he co-wrote with director Larry Charles[image: External link] under the alias Sergei Petrov.[243] Dylan played the central character in the film, Jack Fate, alongside a cast that included Jeff Bridges[image: External link], Penélope Cruz[image: External link] and John Goodman[image: External link]. The film polarised critics: many dismissed it as an "incoherent mess";[244][245] a few treated it as a serious work of art.[246][247]

In October 2004, Dylan published the first part of his autobiography, Chronicles: Volume One[image: External link]. Confounding expectations,[248] Dylan devoted three chapters to his first year in New York City in 1961–1962, virtually ignoring the mid-1960s when his fame was at its height. He also devoted chapters to the albums New Morning[image: External link] (1970) and Oh Mercy[image: External link] (1989). The book reached number two on The New York Times' Hardcover Non-Fiction best seller list in December 2004 and was nominated for a National Book Award[image: External link].[249]

No Direction Home[image: External link], Martin Scorsese[image: External link]'s acclaimed film biography of Dylan,[250] was first broadcast on September 26–27, 2005, on BBC Two[image: External link] in the UK and PBS[image: External link] in the US.[251] The documentary focuses on the period from Dylan's arrival in New York in 1961 to his motorcycle crash in 1966, featuring interviews with Suze Rotolo[image: External link], Liam Clancy[image: External link], Joan Baez[image: External link], Allen Ginsberg[image: External link], Pete Seeger[image: External link], Mavis Staples[image: External link], and Dylan himself. The film received a Peabody Award[image: External link] in April 2006[252] and a Columbia-duPont Award[image: External link] in January 2007.[253] The accompanying soundtrack[image: External link] featured unreleased songs from Dylan's early career.[254]

Dylan earned yet another distinction in a 2007 study of US legal opinions and briefs that found his lyrics were quoted by judges and lawyers more than those of any other songwriter, 186 times versus 74 by the Beatles, who were second. Among those quoting Dylan were US Supreme Court[image: External link] Chief Justice John Roberts[image: External link] and Justice Antonin Scalia[image: External link], both conservatives. The most widely cited lines included "you don't need a weatherman to know which way the wind blows" from "Subterranean Homesick Blues[image: External link]" and "when you ain't got nothing, you got nothing to lose" from "Like a Rolling Stone[image: External link]".[255][256]
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May 3, 2006, was the premiere of Dylan's radio presenting career, hosting a weekly radio program, Theme Time Radio Hour[image: External link], for XM Satellite Radio[image: External link], with song selections revolving around a chosen theme.[257][258] Dylan played classic and obscure records from the 1930s to the present day, including contemporary artists as diverse as Blur[image: External link], Prince[image: External link], L.L. Cool J[image: External link] and the Streets[image: External link]. The show was praised by fans and critics as "great radio," as Dylan told stories and made eclectic references with his sardonic humor, while achieving a thematic beauty with his musical choices.[259][260] In April 2009, Dylan broadcast the 100th show in his radio series; the theme was "Goodbye" and the final record played was Woody Guthrie's "So Long, It's Been Good to Know Yuh". This led to speculation that Dylan's radio excursion had ended.[261]

On August 29, 2006, Dylan released his Modern Times[image: External link] album. Despite some coarsening of Dylan's voice (a critic for The Guardian characterised his singing on the album as "a catarrhal death rattle"[262]) most reviewers praised the album, and many described it as the final installment of a successful trilogy, embracing Time Out of Mind and "Love and Theft".[263] Modern Times entered the U.S. charts at number one, making it Dylan's first album to reach that position since 1976's Desire.[264] The New York Times published an article exploring similarities between some of Dylan's lyrics in Modern Times and the work of the Civil War[image: External link] poet Henry Timrod[image: External link].[265]

Nominated for three Grammy Awards, Modern Times won Best Contemporary Folk/Americana Album[image: External link] and Bob Dylan also won Best Solo Rock Vocal Performance[image: External link] for "Someday Baby". Modern Times was named Album of the Year, 2006, by Rolling Stone magazine,[266] and by Uncut[image: External link] in the UK.[267] On the same day that Modern Times was released the iTunes Music Store[image: External link] released Bob Dylan: The Collection[image: External link], a digital box set containing all of his albums (773 tracks in total), along with 42 rare and unreleased tracks.[268]

In August 2007, the award-winning film biography of Dylan I'm Not There[image: External link], written and directed by Todd Haynes[image: External link], was released—bearing the tagline "inspired by the music and many lives of Bob Dylan".[269][270] The movie used six different actors to represent different aspects of Dylan's life: Christian Bale[image: External link], Cate Blanchett[image: External link], Marcus Carl Franklin[image: External link], Richard Gere[image: External link], Heath Ledger[image: External link] and Ben Whishaw[image: External link].[270][271] Dylan's previously unreleased 1967 recording from which the film takes its name[272] was released for the first time on the film's original soundtrack[image: External link]; all other tracks are covers of Dylan songs, specially recorded for the movie by a diverse range of artists, including Sonic Youth[image: External link], Eddie Vedder[image: External link], Mason Jennings[image: External link], Stephen Malkmus[image: External link], Jeff Tweedy[image: External link], Karen O[image: External link], Willie Nelson[image: External link], Cat Power[image: External link], Richie Havens[image: External link], and Tom Verlaine[image: External link].[273]

On October 1, 2007, Columbia Records released the triple CD retrospective album Dylan[image: External link], anthologising his entire career under the Dylan 07 logo.[274] As part of this campaign, Mark Ronson produced a re-mix of Dylan's 1966 tune "Most Likely You Go Your Way and I'll Go Mine[image: External link]", which was released as a maxi-single. This was the first time Dylan had sanctioned a re-mix of one of his classic recordings.[275]

The sophistication of the Dylan 07 marketing campaign was a reminder that Dylan's commercial profile had risen considerably since the 1990s. This first became evident in 2004, when Dylan appeared in a TV advertisement for Victoria's Secret[image: External link] lingerie.[276] Three years later, in October 2007, he participated in a multi-media campaign for the 2008 Cadillac Escalade[image: External link].[277][278] Then, in 2009, he gave the highest profile endorsement of his career, appearing with rapper will.i.am[image: External link] in a Pepsi[image: External link] ad that debuted during the telecast of Super Bowl XLIII[image: External link].[279] The ad, broadcast to a record audience of 98 million viewers, opened with Dylan singing the first verse of "Forever Young" followed by will.i.am doing a hip hop[image: External link] version of the song's third and final verse.[280]

In October 2008, Columbia released The Bootleg Series Vol. 8 – Tell Tale Signs[image: External link] as both a two-CD set and a three-CD version with a 150-page hardcover book. The set contains live performances and outtakes from selected studio albums from Oh Mercy[image: External link] to Modern Times[image: External link], as well as soundtrack contributions and collaborations with David Bromberg[image: External link] and Ralph Stanley[image: External link].[281] The pricing of the album—the two-CD set went on sale for $18.99 and the three-CD version for $129.99—led to complaints about "rip-off packaging" from some fans and commentators.[282][283] The release was widely acclaimed by critics.[284] The abundance of alternative takes and unreleased material suggested to one reviewer that this volume of old outtakes "feels like a new Bob Dylan record, not only for the astonishing freshness of the material, but also for the incredible sound quality and organic feeling of everything here."[285]
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Bob Dylan released his album Together Through Life[image: External link] on April 28, 2009. In a conversation with music journalist Bill Flanagan, published on Dylan's website, Dylan explained that the genesis of the record was when French film director Olivier Dahan[image: External link] asked him to supply a song for his new road movie[image: External link], My Own Love Song[image: External link]; initially only intending to record a single track, "Life Is Hard," "the record sort of took its own direction".[286] Nine of the ten songs on the album are credited as co-written by Bob Dylan and Robert Hunter[image: External link].[287]

The album received largely favorable reviews,[288] although several critics described it as a minor addition to Dylan's canon of work. Andy Gill wrote in The Independent that the record "features Dylan in fairly relaxed, spontaneous mood, content to grab such grooves and sentiments as flit momentarily across his radar. So while it may not contain too many landmark tracks, it's one of the most naturally enjoyable albums you'll hear all year."[289]

In its first week of release, the album reached number one in the Billboard 200 chart in the U.S.,[290] making Bob Dylan (67 years of age) the oldest artist to ever debut at number one on that chart.[290] It also reached number one on the UK album chart[image: External link], 39 years after Dylan's previous UK album chart topper New Morning[image: External link]. This meant that Dylan currently holds the record for the longest gap between solo number one albums in the UK chart.[291]

On October 13, 2009, Dylan released a Christmas album, Christmas in the Heart[image: External link], comprising such Christmas standards as "Little Drummer Boy[image: External link]", "Winter Wonderland[image: External link]" and "Here Comes Santa Claus[image: External link]".[292] Dylan's royalties from the sale of this album will benefit the charities Feeding America[image: External link] in the USA, Crisis[image: External link] in the UK, and the World Food Programme[image: External link].[293]

The album received generally favorable reviews.[294] The New Yorker[image: External link] commented that Dylan had welded a pre-rock musical sound to "some of his croakiest vocals in a while", and speculated that Dylan's intentions might be ironic: "Dylan has a long and highly publicized history with Christianity; to claim there's not a wink in the childish optimism of 'Here Comes Santa Claus' or 'Winter Wonderland' is to ignore a half-century of biting satire."[295] In USA Today, Edna Gundersen[image: External link] pointed out that Dylan was "revisiting yuletide styles popularized by Nat King Cole[image: External link], Mel Tormé[image: External link], and the Ray Conniff Singers[image: External link]." Gundersen concluded that Dylan "couldn't sound more sentimental or sincere".[296]

In an interview published in The Big Issue[image: External link], journalist Bill Flanagan asked Dylan why he had performed the songs in a straightforward style, and Dylan responded: "There wasn't any other way to play it. These songs are part of my life, just like folk songs. You have to play them straight too."[297]
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On October 18, 2010, Dylan released Volume 9 of his Bootleg Series, The Witmark Demos[image: External link]. This comprised 47 demo recordings[image: External link] of songs taped between 1962 and 1964 for Dylan's earliest music publishers: Leeds Music in 1962, and Witmark Music[image: External link] from 1962 to 1964. One reviewer described the set as "a hearty glimpse of young Bob Dylan changing the music business, and the world, one note at a time."[298] The critical aggregator website Metacritic awarded the album a Metascore of 86, indicating "universal acclaim".[299] In the same week, Sony Legacy[image: External link] released Bob Dylan: The Original Mono Recordings[image: External link], a box set that for the first time presented Dylan's eight earliest albums, from Bob Dylan (1962) to John Wesley Harding (1967), in their original mono mix in the CD format. The CDs were housed in miniature facsimiles of the original album covers, replete with original liner notes. The set was accompanied by a booklet featuring an essay by music critic Greil Marcus[image: External link].[300][301]

On April 12, 2011, Legacy Recordings[image: External link] released Bob Dylan in Concert – Brandeis University 1963[image: External link], taped at Brandeis University[image: External link] on May 10, 1963, two weeks prior to the release of The Freewheelin' Bob Dylan. The tape was discovered in the archive of music writer Ralph J. Gleason[image: External link], and the recording carries liner notes by Michael Gray[image: External link], who says it captures Dylan "from way back when Kennedy[image: External link] was President and the Beatles hadn't yet reached America. It reveals him not at any Big Moment but giving a performance like his folk club sets of the period... This is the last live performance we have of Bob Dylan before he becomes a star."[302]

The extent to which his work was studied at an academic level was demonstrated on Dylan's 70th birthday on May 24, 2011, when three universities organized symposia on his work. The University of Mainz[image: External link],[303] the University of Vienna[image: External link],[304] and the University of Bristol[image: External link][305] invited literary critics and cultural historians to give papers on aspects of Dylan's work. Other events, including tribute bands, discussions and simple singalongs, took place around the world, as reported in The Guardian: "From Moscow to Madrid, Norway to Northampton and Malaysia to his home state of Minnesota, self-confessed 'Bobcats' will gather today to celebrate the 70th birthday of a giant of popular music."[306]

On October 4, 2011, Dylan's label, Egyptian Records, released an album of previously unheard Hank Williams[image: External link] songs, The Lost Notebooks of Hank Williams[image: External link]. Dylan had helped to curate this project, in which songs unfinished when Williams died in 1953 were completed and recorded by a variety of artists, including Dylan himself, his son Jakob Dylan[image: External link], Levon Helm[image: External link], Norah Jones, Jack White[image: External link], and others.[307][308]

On May 29, 2012, U.S. President Barack Obama[image: External link] awarded Dylan a Presidential Medal of Freedom[image: External link] in the White House. At the ceremony, Obama praised Dylan's voice for its "unique gravelly power that redefined not just what music sounded like but the message it carried and how it made people feel".[309]

On September 11, 2012, Dylan released his 35th studio album, Tempest[image: External link].[310] The album features a tribute to John Lennon, "Roll On John", and the title track is a 14 minute song about the sinking of the Titanic[image: External link].[311] Reviewing Tempest for Rolling Stone, Will Hermes gave the album five out of five stars, writing: "Lyrically, Dylan is at the top of his game, joking around, dropping wordplay and allegories that evade pat readings and quoting other folks' words like a freestyle rapper on fire." Hermes called Tempest "one of [Dylan's] weirdest albums ever", and opined, "It may also be the single darkest record in Dylan's catalog."[312] The critical aggregator website Metacritic[image: External link] awarded the album a score of 83 out of 100, indicating "universal acclaim".[313]

On August 27, 2013, Columbia Records released Volume 10 of Dylan's Bootleg Series, Another Self Portrait (1969–1971)[image: External link].[314] The album contained 35 previously unreleased tracks, including alternate takes and demos from Dylan's 1969–1971 recording sessions during the making of the Self Portrait[image: External link] and New Morning[image: External link] albums. The box set also included a live recording of Dylan's performance with the Band at the Isle of Wight Festival in 1969[image: External link]. Another Self Portrait received favorable reviews, earning a score of 81 on the critical aggregator, Metacritic, indicating "universal acclaim".[315] AllMusic[image: External link] critic Thom Jurek wrote, "For fans, this is more than a curiosity, it's an indispensable addition to the catalog."[316]

On November 4, 2013, Columbia Records released Bob Dylan: Complete Album Collection: Vol. One[image: External link], a boxed set containing all 35 of Dylan's studio albums, six albums of live recordings, and a collection, entitled Sidetracks, of singles, songs from films and non-album material.[317] The box includes new album-by-album liner notes written by Clinton Heylin[image: External link] with an introduction by Bill Flanagan. On the same date, Columbia released a compilation, The Very Best of Bob Dylan, which is available in both single CD and double CD formats.[318] To publicize the 35 album box set, an innovative video of the song "Like a Rolling Stone[image: External link]" was released on Dylan's website. The interactive video, created by director Vania Heymann[image: External link], allowed viewers to switch between 16 simulated TV channels, all featuring characters who are lip-synching the lyrics of the 48-year-old song.[319][320]

On February 2, 2014, Dylan appeared in a commercial for the Chrysler 200[image: External link] car which was screened during the 2014 Super Bowl[image: External link] American football game. At the end of the commercial, Dylan says: "So let Germany brew your beer, let Switzerland make your watch, let Asia assemble your phone. We will build your car." Dylan's Super Bowl commercial generated controversy and op-ed[image: External link] pieces discussing the protectionist[image: External link] implications of his words, and whether the singer had "sold out[image: External link]" to corporate interests.[321][322][323][324][325]

In 2013 and 2014, auction house sales demonstrated the high cultural value attached to Dylan's mid-1960s work, and the record prices that collectors were willing to pay for artefacts from this period. In December 2013, the Fender Stratocaster[image: External link] which Dylan had played at the 1965 Newport Folk Festival[image: External link] fetched $965,000, the second highest price paid for a guitar.[326][327] In June 2014, Dylan's hand-written lyrics of "Like a Rolling Stone[image: External link]", his 1965 hit single, fetched $2 million dollars at auction, a record for a popular music manuscript.[328][329]

On October 28, 2014, Simon & Schuster[image: External link] published a massive 960 page, thirteen and a half pound edition of Dylan's lyrics, The Lyrics: Since 1962. The book was edited by literary critic Christopher Ricks[image: External link], Julie Nemrow and Lisa Nemrow, to offer variant versions of Dylan's songs, sourced from out-takes and live performances. A limited edition of 50 books, signed by Dylan, was priced at $5,000. "It’s the biggest, most expensive book we’ve ever published, as far as I know," said Jonathan Karp, Simon & Schuster’s president and publisher.[330][331]

On November 4, 2014, Columbia Records/Legacy Recordings released The Basement Tapes Complete[image: External link] by Bob Dylan and the Band[image: External link]. These 138 tracks in a six-CD box form Volume 11 of Dylan's Bootleg Series. The 1975 album, The Basement Tapes[image: External link], contained some of the songs which Dylan and the Band recorded in their homes in Woodstock, New York[image: External link], in 1967. Subsequently, over 100 recordings and alternate takes[image: External link] have circulated on bootleg records. The sleeve notes for the new box set are by Sid Griffin[image: External link], American musician and author of Million Dollar Bash: Bob Dylan, the Band, and the Basement Tapes.[332][333]
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On February 3, 2015, Dylan released Shadows in the Night[image: External link], featuring ten songs written between 1923 and 1963,[334][335] which have been described as part of the Great American Songbook[image: External link].[336] All the songs on the album were recorded by Frank Sinatra but both critics and Dylan himself cautioned against seeing the record as a collection of "Sinatra covers".[334][337] Dylan explained, "I don't see myself as covering these songs in any way. They've been covered enough. Buried, as a matter a fact. What me and my band are basically doing is uncovering them. Lifting them out of the grave and bringing them into the light of day."[338] In an interview, Dylan said he had been thinking about making this record since hearing Willie Nelson[image: External link]'s 1978 album Stardust[image: External link].[339]

Shadows In the Night received favorable reviews, scoring 82 on the critical aggregator Metacritic, which indicates "universal acclaim".[340] Critics praised the restrained instrumental backings and Dylan's singing, saying that the material had elicited his best vocal performances in recent years.[336][341] Bill Prince in GQ[image: External link] commented: "A performer who's had to hear his influence in virtually every white pop recording made since he debuted his own self-titled album[image: External link] back in 1962 imagines himself into the songs of his pre-rock'n'roll early youth."[337] In The Independent, Andy Gill wrote that the recordings "have a lingering, languid charm, which... help to liberate the material from the rusting manacles of big-band and cabaret mannerisms."[342] The album debuted at number one in the UK Albums Chart[image: External link] in its first week of release.[343]

On October 5, 2015, IBM[image: External link] launched a marketing campaign for its Watson[image: External link] computer system which featured Dylan. Dylan is seen conversing with the computer which says it has read all his lyrics and reports: "My analysis shows that your major themes are that time passes and love fades." Dylan replies: "That sounds about right."[344]

On November 6, 2015, Sony Music released The Bootleg Series Vol. 12: The Cutting Edge 1965–1966[image: External link]. This work consists of previously unreleased material from the three albums Dylan recorded between January 1965 and March 1966: Bringing It All Back Home[image: External link], Highway 61 Revisited[image: External link] and Blonde on Blonde[image: External link]. The records have been released in three formats: a 2-CD "Best Of" version, a 6-CD "Deluxe edition", and an 18-CD "Collector's Edition" in a limited edition of 5,000 units. On Dylan's website the "Collector's Edition" was described as containing "every single note recorded by Bob Dylan in the studio in 1965/1966".[345][346] The critical aggregator website Metacritic[image: External link] awarded Cutting Edge a score of 99, indicating universal acclaim.[347] The Best of the Cutting Edge entered the Billboard Top Rock Albums chart at number one on November 18, based on its first-week sales.[348]

On March 2, 2016, it was announced that Dylan had sold an extensive archive of about 6,000 items to the George Kaiser Family Foundation[image: External link] and the University of Tulsa[image: External link]. It was reported that the sale price was "an estimated $15 million to $20 million", and the archive comprises notebooks, drafts of Dylan lyrics, recordings, and correspondence.[349] Filmed material in the collection includes 30 hours of outtakes from the 1965 tour documentary Dont Look Back[image: External link], 30 hours of footage shot on Dylan's legendary 1966 electric tour[image: External link], and 50 hours shot on the 1975 Rolling Thunder Revue[image: External link]. The archive will be housed at Helmerich Center for American Research, a facility at the Gilcrease Museum[image: External link].[350]

On May 20, Dylan released Fallen Angels[image: External link], which was described as "a direct continuation of the work of 'uncovering' the Great Songbook that he began on last year’s Shadows In the Night."[351] The album contained twelve songs by classic songwriters such as Harold Arlen, Sammy Cahn and Johnny Mercer, eleven of which had been recorded by Sinatra.[351] Jim Farber wrote in Entertainment Weekly[image: External link]: "Tellingly, [Dylan] delivers these songs of love lost and cherished not with a burning passion but with the wistfulness of experience. They’re memory songs now, intoned with a present sense of commitment. Released just four days ahead of his 75th birthday, they couldn’t be more age-appropriate."[352] The album received a score of 79 on critical aggregator website Metacritic, denoting "generally favorable reviews".[353]

On October 13, the Nobel Prize committee announced it had awarded Dylan the Nobel Prize in Literature[image: External link] "for having created new poetic expressions within the great American song tradition".[2][354]

On November 11, 2016, Legacy Recordings[image: External link] released a 36-CD set, Bob Dylan: The 1966 Live Recordings, including every known recording of Bob Dylan’s 1966 concert tour. Legacy Recordings president Adam Block said: "While doing the archival research for The Cutting Edge 1965–1966[image: External link], last year's box set of Dylan's mid-'60s studio sessions, we were continually struck by how great his 1966 live recordings really are."[355] The recordings commence with the concert in White Plains New York on February 5, 1966, and end with the Royal Albert Hall[image: External link] concert in London on May 27.[356] The liner notes for the set are by Clinton Heylin[image: External link], author of the book, Judas!: From Forest Hills to the Free Trade Hall: A Historical View of Dylan’s Big Boo, a study of the 1966 tour.[357] The New York Times reported most of the concerts had "never been heard in any form", and described the set as "a monumental addition to the corpus".[358]

On March 31, 2017, Dylan released his triple album, Triplicate, comprising 30 new recordings of classic American songs, including "As Time Goes By[image: External link]" by Herman Hupfeld[image: External link] and "Stormy Weather[image: External link]" by Harold Arlen and Ted Koehler[image: External link]. Dylan's 38th studio album was recorded in Hollywood's Capitol Studios[image: External link] and features his touring band.[359] Dylan posted a long interview on his website to promote the album, and was asked if this material was an exercise in nostalgia. "Nostalgic? No I wouldn’t say that. It’s not taking a trip down memory lane or longing and yearning for the good old days or fond memories of what’s no more. A song like "Sentimental Journey[image: External link]" is not a way back when song, it doesn’t emulate the past, it’s attainable and down to earth, it’s in the here and now."[360] The album was awarded a score of 84 on critical aggregator website Metacritic, signifying "universal acclaim". Critics praised the thoroughness of Dylan's exploration of the great American songbook, though, in the opinion of Uncut[image: External link]: "For all its easy charms, Triplicate labours its point to the brink of overkill. After five albums' worth of croon toons, this feels like a fat full stop on a fascinating chapter."[361]
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Main article: Never Ending Tour[image: External link]


The Never Ending Tour commenced on June 7, 1988,[362] and Dylan has played roughly 100 dates a year for the entirety of the 1990s and 2000s—a heavier schedule than most performers who started out in the 1960s.[363] By May 2013, Dylan and his band had played more than 2,500 shows,[364][365] anchored by long-time bassist Tony Garnier[image: External link], drummer George Recile, multi-instrumentalist Donnie Herron, and guitarist Charlie Sexton[image: External link].[366] To the dismay of some of his audience,[367] Dylan's performances remain unpredictable as he alters his arrangements and changes his vocal approach night after night.[368] Critical opinion about Dylan's shows remains divided. Critics such as Richard Williams[image: External link] and Andy Gill have argued that Dylan has found a successful way to present his rich legacy of material.[369][370] Others have criticized his live performances for mangling and spitting out "the greatest lyrics ever written so that they are effectively unrecognisable", and giving so little to the audience that "it is difficult to understand what he is doing on stage at all."[371]

Dylan's performances in China in April 2011 generated controversy. Some criticised him for not making any explicit comment on the political situation in China, and for, allegedly, allowing the Chinese authorities to censor his set list.[372][373] Others defended Dylan's performances, arguing that such criticism represented a misunderstanding of Dylan's art, and that no evidence for the censorship of Dylan's set list existed.[374][375] In response to these allegations, Dylan posted a statement on his website: "As far as censorship goes, the Chinese government had asked for the names of the songs that I would be playing. There's no logical answer to that, so we sent them the set lists from the previous 3 months. If there were any songs, verses or lines censored, nobody ever told me about it and we played all the songs that we intended to play."[376]

At the beginning of 2017, Dylan announced his forthcoming tour of Europe, commencing in Stockholm on April 1, and ending in Dublin on May 11.[377] In June and July, Dylan's tour will continue across Canada and the US.[377]
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The cover of Dylan's album Self Portrait[image: External link] (1970) is a reproduction of a painting of a face by Dylan.[378] Another of his paintings is reproduced on the cover of the 1974 album Planet Waves[image: External link]. In 1994 Random House[image: External link] published Drawn Blank, a book of Dylan's drawings.[379] In 2007, the first public exhibition of Dylan's paintings, The Drawn Blank Series, opened at the Kunstsammlungen in Chemnitz[image: External link], Germany;[380] it showcased more than 200 watercolors and gouaches[image: External link] made from the original drawings. The exhibition coincided with the publication of Bob Dylan: The Drawn Blank Series, which includes 170 reproductions from the series.[380][381] From September 2010 until April 2011, the National Gallery of Denmark[image: External link] exhibited 40 large-scale acrylic paintings by Dylan, The Brazil Series.[382]

In July 2011, a leading contemporary art gallery, Gagosian Gallery[image: External link], announced their representation of Dylan's paintings.[383] An exhibition of Dylan's art, The Asia Series, opened at the Gagosian Madison Avenue Gallery on September 20, displaying Dylan's paintings of scenes in China and the Far East.[384] The New York Times[image: External link] reported that "some fans and Dylanologists have raised questions about whether some of these paintings are based on the singer's own experiences and observations, or on photographs that are widely available and were not taken by Mr. Dylan." The Times pointed to close resemblances between Dylan's paintings and historic photos of Japan and China, and photos taken by Dmitri Kessel[image: External link] and Henri Cartier-Bresson[image: External link].[385] The Magnum photo agency[image: External link] confirmed that Dylan had licensed the reproduction rights of these photographs.[386]

Dylan's second show at the Gagosian Gallery, Revisionist Art, opened in November 2012. The show consisted of thirty paintings, transforming and satirizing popular magazines, including Playboy[image: External link] and Babytalk[image: External link].[387][388] In February 2013, Dylan exhibited the New Orleans Series of paintings at the Palazzo Reale[image: External link] in Milan.[389] In August 2013, Britain's National Portrait Gallery[image: External link] in London hosted Dylan's first major UK exhibition, Face Value, featuring twelve pastel portraits.[390]

In November 2013, the Halcyon Gallery[image: External link] in London mounted Mood Swings, an exhibition in which Dylan displayed seven wrought iron gates he had made. In a statement released by the gallery, Dylan said, "I've been around iron all my life ever since I was a kid. I was born and raised in iron ore country, where you could breathe it and smell it every day. Gates appeal to me because of the negative space they allow. They can be closed but at the same time they allow the seasons and breezes to enter and flow. They can shut you out or shut you in. And in some ways there is no difference."[391][392]

In November 2016, the Halcyon Gallery featured a collection of drawings, watercolors and acrylic works by Dylan. The exhibition, The Beaten Path, depicted American landscapes and urban scenes, inspired by Dylan's travels across the USA.[393] The show was well reviewed by Vanity Fair, the Telegraph, and Asia Times Online[image: External link], and is scheduled to tour in 2017.[394][395][396]

Since 1994, Dylan has published seven books of paintings and drawings.[397]
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Main articles: Bob Dylan discography[image: External link] and List of songs written by Bob Dylan[image: External link]




	
Bob Dylan[image: External link] (1962)

	
The Freewheelin' Bob Dylan[image: External link] (1963)

	
The Times They Are a-Changin'[image: External link] (1964)

	
Another Side of Bob Dylan[image: External link] (1964)

	
Bringing It All Back Home[image: External link] (1965)

	
Highway 61 Revisited[image: External link] (1965)

	
Blonde on Blonde[image: External link] (1966)

	
John Wesley Harding[image: External link] (1967)

	
Nashville Skyline[image: External link] (1969)

	
Self Portrait[image: External link] (1970)

	
New Morning[image: External link] (1970)

	
Pat Garrett & Billy the Kid[image: External link] (1973)

	
Dylan[image: External link] (1973)

	
Planet Waves[image: External link] (1974)

	
Blood on the Tracks[image: External link] (1975)

	
The Basement Tapes[image: External link] (1975)

	
Desire[image: External link] (1976)

	
Street Legal[image: External link] (1978)

	
Slow Train Coming[image: External link] (1979)

	
Saved[image: External link] (1980)

	
Shot of Love[image: External link] (1981)

	
Infidels[image: External link] (1983)

	
Empire Burlesque[image: External link] (1985)

	
Knocked Out Loaded[image: External link] (1986)

	
Down in the Groove[image: External link] (1988)

	
Oh Mercy[image: External link] (1989)

	
Under the Red Sky[image: External link] (1990)

	
Good as I Been to You[image: External link] (1992)

	
World Gone Wrong[image: External link] (1993)

	
Time Out of Mind (1997)

	
Love and Theft[image: External link] (2001)

	
Modern Times[image: External link] (2006)

	
Together Through Life[image: External link] (2009)

	
Christmas in the Heart[image: External link] (2009)

	
Tempest[image: External link] (2012)

	
Shadows in the Night[image: External link] (2015)

	
Fallen Angels[image: External link] (2016)

	
Triplicate[image: External link] (2017)






[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Bibliography




Main article: Bob Dylan bibliography[image: External link]


Dylan has published Tarantula[image: External link], a work of prose poetry[image: External link], Chronicles: Volume One[image: External link], the first part of his memoirs, several books of the lyrics of his songs, and seven books of his art. He has been the subject of many biographies and critical studies.
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Suze Rotolo Dylan's first serious relationship was with artist Suze Rotolo[image: External link], a daughter of American Communist Party[image: External link] radicals. According to Dylan, "She was the most erotic thing I'd ever seen… The air was suddenly filled with banana leaves. We started talking and my head started to spin."[398] Rotolo was photographed arm-in-arm with Dylan on the cover of his album The Freewheelin' Bob Dylan[image: External link]. Critics have connected Rotolo to some of Dylan's early love songs, including "Don't Think Twice It's All Right[image: External link]". The relationship ended in 1964.[399] In 2008, Rotolo published a memoir about her life in Greenwich Village[image: External link] and relationship with Dylan in the 1960s, A Freewheelin' Time.[400]

Joan Baez When Joan Baez[image: External link] first met Dylan in April 1961, she had already released her first album[image: External link] and was acclaimed as the "Queen of Folk".[401] On hearing Dylan perform his song "With God on Our Side[image: External link]," Baez later said, "I never thought anything so powerful could come out of that little toad".[402] In July 1963, Baez invited Dylan to join her on stage at the Newport Folk Festival[image: External link], setting the scene for similar duets over the next two years.[403] By the time of Dylan's 1965 tour of the U.K, their romantic relationship had begun to fizzle out, as captured in D. A. Pennebaker's[image: External link] documentary film Dont Look Back[image: External link].[403] Baez later toured with Dylan as a performer on his Rolling Thunder Revue[image: External link] in 1975–76, and sang four songs with Dylan on the live album of the tour, Bob Dylan Live 1975, The Rolling Thunder Revue[image: External link]. Baez appeared with Dylan in the one-hour TV special Hard Rain, filmed at Fort Collins[image: External link], Colorado[image: External link], in May 1976. Baez also starred as 'The Woman In White' in the film Renaldo and Clara[image: External link] (1978), directed by Dylan and filmed during the Rolling Thunder Revue. Dylan and Baez toured together again in 1984 with Carlos Santana[image: External link].[403]

Baez recalled her relationship with Dylan in Martin Scorsese[image: External link]'s documentary film No Direction Home[image: External link] (2005). Baez wrote about Dylan in two autobiographies—admiringly in Daybreak (1968), and less admiringly in And A Voice to Sing With (1987). Baez's relationship with Dylan is the subject of her song "Diamonds & Rust[image: External link]", which has been described as "an acute portrait" of Dylan.[403]

Sara Dylan Dylan married Sara Lownds[image: External link], who had worked as a model and a secretary to Drew Associates[image: External link], on November 22, 1965.[404] Their first child, Jesse Byron Dylan[image: External link], was born on January 6, 1966, and they had three more children: Anna Lea (born July 11, 1967), Samuel Isaac Abram (born July 30, 1968), and Jakob Luke[image: External link] (born December 9, 1969). Dylan also adopted Sara's daughter from a prior marriage, Maria Lownds (later Dylan, born October 21, 1961). Sara Dylan played the role of Clara in Dylan's film Renaldo and Clara (1978). Bob and Sara Dylan were divorced on June 29, 1977.[404]

Maria married musician Peter Himmelman[image: External link] in 1988.[405] In the 1990s, Jakob became well known as the lead singer of the band the Wallflowers[image: External link]; Jesse is a film director and a successful businessman.

Carolyn Dennis Dylan married his backup singer Carolyn Dennis[image: External link] (often professionally known as Carol Dennis) on June 4, 1986. Desiree Gabrielle Dennis-Dylan, their daughter had been born on January 31, 1986.[406] The couple divorced in October 1992. Their marriage and child remained a closely guarded secret until the publication of Howard Sounes[image: External link]' biography, Down the Highway: The Life of Bob Dylan, in 2001.[407]
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When not touring, Dylan is believed to live primarily in Point Dume[image: External link], a promontory on the coast of Malibu, California[image: External link], though he also owns property around the world.[408][409]
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Growing up in Hibbing, Minnesota[image: External link], Dylan and his family were part of the area's small but close-knit Jewish community, and in May 1954 Dylan had his Bar Mitzvah[image: External link].[410] Around the time of his 30th birthday, in 1971, Dylan visited Israel[image: External link], and also met Rabbi Meir Kahane[image: External link], founder of the New York-based Jewish Defense League[image: External link].[411] Time magazine quoted him saying about Kahane, "He's a really sincere guy. He's really put it all together."[412] Subsequently, Dylan downplayed the extent of his contact with Kahane.[413]

During the late 1970s, Dylan converted to Christianity. In November 1978, guided by his friend Mary Alice Artes, Dylan made contact with the Vineyard School of Discipleship[image: External link].[414] Vineyard Pastor Kenn Gulliksen has recalled: "Larry Myers and Paul Emond went over to Bob's house and ministered to him. He responded by saying, 'Yes he did in fact want Christ in his life.' And he prayed that day and received the Lord."[415][416] From January to March 1979, Dylan attended the Vineyard Bible study classes in Reseda, California[image: External link].[414][417]

By 1984, Dylan was distancing himself from the "born again[image: External link]" label. He told Kurt Loder[image: External link] of Rolling Stone magazine: "I've never said I'm born again. That's just a media term. I don't think I've been an agnostic. I've always thought there's a superior power, that this is not the real world and that there's a world to come." In response to Loder's asking whether he belonged to any church or synagogue, Dylan laughingly replied, "Not really. Uh, the Church of the Poison Mind[image: External link]."[418] In 1997, he told David Gates[image: External link] of Newsweek[image: External link]:


Here's the thing with me and the religious thing. This is the flat-out truth: I find the religiosity and philosophy in the music. I don't find it anywhere else. Songs like "Let Me Rest on a Peaceful Mountain" or "I Saw the Light[image: External link]"—that's my religion. I don't adhere to rabbis, preachers, evangelists, all of that. I've learned more from the songs than I've learned from any of this kind of entity. The songs are my lexicon. I believe the songs.[419]



In an interview published in The New York Times on September 28, 1997, journalist Jon Pareles reported that "Dylan says he now subscribes to no organized religion."[420]

Dylan has supported the Chabad Lubavitch[image: External link] movement,[421] and has privately participated in Jewish religious events, including the Bar Mitzvahs[image: External link] of his sons and attending Hadar Hatorah[image: External link], a Chabad Lubavitch[image: External link] yeshiva[image: External link]. In September 1989 and September 1991, he appeared on the Chabad telethon[image: External link].[422] On Yom Kippur[image: External link] in 2007 he attended Congregation Beth Tefillah, in Atlanta[image: External link], Georgia, where he was called to the Torah[image: External link] for the sixth aliyah[image: External link].[423]

Dylan has continued to perform songs from his gospel albums in concert, occasionally covering traditional religious songs. He has also made passing references to his religious faith—such as in a 2004 interview with 60 Minutes[image: External link], when he told Ed Bradley[image: External link] that "the only person you have to think twice about lying to is either yourself or to God." He also explained his constant touring schedule as part of a bargain he made a long time ago with the "chief commander—in this earth and in the world we can't see."[26]

In a 2009 interview with Bill Flanagan[image: External link] promoting Dylan's Christmas LP, Christmas in the Heart[image: External link], Flanagan commented on the "heroic performance" Dylan gave of "O Little Town of Bethlehem[image: External link]" and that he "delivered the song like a true believer". Dylan replied: "Well, I am a true believer."[297]
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Main article: List of awards and nominations received by Bob Dylan[image: External link]


Dylan has won many awards throughout his career including the 2016 Nobel Prize in Literature[image: External link], twelve Grammy Awards, one Academy Award and one Golden Globe Award. He has been inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame[image: External link], Nashville Songwriters Hall of Fame[image: External link], and Songwriters Hall of Fame[image: External link]. In May 2000, Dylan received the Polar Music Prize[image: External link] from Sweden's King Carl XVI[image: External link].[424]

In June 2007, Dylan received the Prince of Asturias Award[image: External link] in the Arts category.[425] Dylan received the Presidential Medal of Freedom[image: External link] in May 2012.[426][427] In February 2015, Dylan accepted the MusiCares Person of the Year[image: External link] award from the National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences, in recognition of his philanthropic and artistic contributions to society.[428] In November 2013, Dylan received the accolade of Légion d'Honneur[image: External link] from the French education minister Aurélie Filippetti[image: External link].[429]
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The Nobel Prize committee announced on October 13, 2016 that it would be awarding Dylan the Nobel Prize in Literature "for having created new poetic expressions within the great American song tradition".[2][430] The New York Times[image: External link] reported: "Mr. Dylan, 75, is the first musician to win the award, and his selection on Thursday is perhaps the most radical choice in a history stretching back to 1901."[354]

On October 21, a member of the Swedish Academy[image: External link], writer Per Wästberg[image: External link], termed Dylan "rude and arrogant" for ignoring the Nobel Committee's attempts to contact him.[431] Academy permanent secretary Sara Danius answered, "The Swedish Academy has never held a view on a prizewinner’s decision in this context, neither will it now."[432]

After two weeks of speculation about Dylan's silence concerning the Nobel Prize,[433] he said in an interview with Edna Gundersen[image: External link] that getting the award was: "amazing, incredible. Whoever dreams about something like that?"[434] On November 17, the Swedish Academy announced that Dylan would not travel to Stockholm for the Nobel Prize Ceremony due to "pre-existing commitments".[435]

At the Nobel Banquet[image: External link] in Stockholm on December 10, 2016, Dylan's banquet speech was given by Azita Raji[image: External link], U.S. Ambassador to Sweden. The speech stated: "From an early age, I've been familiar with and reading and absorbing the works of those who were deemed worthy of such a distinction: Kipling[image: External link], Shaw[image: External link], Thomas Mann[image: External link], Pearl Buck[image: External link], Albert Camus[image: External link], Hemingway[image: External link]. These giants of literature whose works are taught in the schoolroom, housed in libraries around the world and spoken of in reverent tones have always made a deep impression. That I now join the names on such a list is truly beyond words."[436] Patti Smith[image: External link] accepted Dylan's Nobel with a "transcendent performance" of his song "A Hard Rain's A-Gonna Fall," to orchestral accompaniment.[437]

On April 2, 2017, the Academy secretary Danius said: "Earlier today the Swedish Academy met with Bob Dylan for a private ceremony [with no media present] in Stockholm, during which Dylan received his gold medal and diploma. Twelve members of the Academy were present. Spirits were high. Champagne was had. Quite a bit of time was spent looking closely at the gold medal, in particular the beautifully crafted back, an image of a young man sitting under a laurel tree who listens to the Muse. Taken from Virgil’s Aeneid, the inscription reads: Inventas vitam iuvat excoluisse per artes, loosely translated as ”And they who bettered life on earth by their newly found mastery.”[438]

On June 5, 2017, Dylan's Nobel Lecture was posted on the Nobel prize website. The New York Times pointed out that, in order to collect the prize’s 8 million Swedish krona ($900,000), the Swedish Academy’s rules stipulate the winner "must deliver a lecture within six months of the official ceremony, which would have made Mr. Dylan’s deadline June 10."[439] Academy secretary Danius commented: "The speech is extraordinary and, as one might expect, eloquent. Now that the lecture has been delivered, the Dylan adventure is coming to a close."[440] In his essay, Dylan writes about the impact that three important books made on him: Herman Melville's Moby Dick[image: External link], Erich Maria Remarque's All Quiet on the Western Front[image: External link] and Homer's The Odyssey[image: External link]. He concludes: "Our songs are alive in the land of the living. But songs are unlike literature. They’re meant to be sung, not read. The words in Shakespeare’s plays were meant to be acted on the stage. Just as lyrics in songs are meant to be sung, not read on a page. And I hope some of you get the chance to listen to these lyrics the way they were intended to be heard: in concert or on record or however people are listening to songs these days. I return once again to Homer[image: External link], who says, 'Sing in me, oh Muse, and through me tell the story'."[15] Alan Pasqua[image: External link] provided the uncredited piano accompaniment for the recorded speech.[441]
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Dylan has been described as one of the most influential figures of the 20th century, musically and culturally. He was included in the Time 100: The Most Important People of the Century[image: External link] where he was called "master poet, caustic social critic and intrepid, guiding spirit of the counterculture generation".[442] In 2008, The Pulitzer Prize jury awarded him a special citation for "his profound impact on popular music and American culture, marked by lyrical compositions of extraordinary poetic power."[443] President Barack Obama[image: External link] said of Dylan in 2012, "There is not a bigger giant in the history of American music."[309] For 20 years, academics lobbied the Swedish Academy[image: External link] to give Dylan the Nobel Prize in Literature[image: External link],[444][445][446][447] which awarded it to him in 2016,[354] making Dylan the first musician to be awarded the Literature Prize.[354] Horace Engdahl[image: External link], a member of the Nobel Committee, described Dylan's place in literary history:


...a singer worthy of a place beside the Greek bards, beside Ovid[image: External link], beside the Romantic visionaries, beside the kings and queens of the blues, beside the forgotten masters of brilliant standards[image: External link].[448]



Rolling Stone has ranked Dylan at number one in its 2015 list of "The 100 Greatest Songwriters of All Time",[449] and listed "Like A Rolling Stone" as the "Greatest Song of all Time" in their 2011 list.[450] In 2008, it was estimated that Dylan had sold about 120 million albums worldwide.[451]

Initially modeling his writing style on the songs of Woody Guthrie,[453] the blues of Robert Johnson[image: External link],[454] and what he termed the "architectural forms" of Hank Williams[image: External link] songs,[455] Dylan added increasingly sophisticated lyrical techniques to the folk music of the early 1960s, infusing it "with the intellectualism of classic literature and poetry".[456] Paul Simon[image: External link] suggested that Dylan's early compositions virtually took over the folk genre: "[Dylan's] early songs were very rich ... with strong melodies. 'Blowin' in the Wind' has a really strong melody. He so enlarged himself through the folk background that he incorporated it for a while. He defined the genre for a while."[457]

When Dylan made his move from acoustic folk and blues music to a rock backing, the mix became more complex. For many critics, his greatest achievement was the cultural synthesis exemplified by his mid-1960s trilogy of albums—Bringing It All Back Home, Highway 61 Revisited and Blonde on Blonde. In Mike Marqusee[image: External link]'s words:


Between late 1964 and the middle of 1966, Dylan created a body of work that remains unique. Drawing on folk, blues, country, R&B, rock'n'roll, gospel, British beat, symbolist[image: External link], modernist[image: External link] and Beat poetry[image: External link], surrealism[image: External link] and Dada[image: External link], advertising jargon and social commentary, Fellini[image: External link] and Mad magazine[image: External link], he forged a coherent and original artistic voice and vision. The beauty of these albums retains the power to shock and console."[458]



Dylan's lyrics began to receive detailed scrutiny from academics and poets as early as 1998, when Stanford University sponsored the first international academic conference on Bob Dylan to be held in the United States.[459] In 2004, Richard F. Thomas, Classics professor at Harvard University[image: External link], created a freshman seminar titled "Dylan" "to put the artist in context of not just popular culture of the last half-century, but the tradition of classical poets like Virgil[image: External link] and Homer[image: External link]."[460] William Arctander O'Brien, literary scholar and professor of German[image: External link] and Comparative Literature[image: External link] at the University of California, San Diego[image: External link], memorialized the significance of Dylan's contribution to world literature when he created a full academic course in 2009 devoted to Dylan, which analyzed and celebrated the "historical, political, economic, aesthetic, and cultural significance of Dylan’s work."[461]

Literary critic Christopher Ricks[image: External link] published Dylan's Visions of Sin[image: External link], a 500-page analysis of Dylan's work,[462] and has said: "I’d not have written a book about Dylan, to stand alongside my books on Milton[image: External link] and Keats[image: External link], Tennyson[image: External link] and T.S. Eliot[image: External link], if I didn’t think Dylan a genius of and with language.[463] Former British poet laureate[image: External link] Andrew Motion[image: External link] suggested his lyrics should be studied in schools.[464] The critical consensus that Dylan's song writing was his outstanding creative achievement was articulated by Encyclopædia Britannica[image: External link] where his entry stated: "Hailed as the Shakespeare[image: External link] of his generation, Dylan... set the standard for lyric writing."[465]

Dylan's voice also received critical attention. New York Times critic Robert Shelton described his early vocal style as "a rusty voice suggesting Guthrie's old performances, etched in gravel like Dave Van Ronk[image: External link]'s."[466] David Bowie, in his tribute, "Song for Bob Dylan[image: External link]", described Dylan's singing as "a voice like sand and glue". His voice continued to develop as he began to work with rock'n'roll backing bands; critic Michael Gray described the sound of Dylan's vocal work on "Like a Rolling Stone" as "at once young and jeeringly cynical".[467] As Dylan's voice aged during the 1980s, for some critics, it became more expressive. Christophe Lebold writes in the journal Oral Tradition[image: External link], "Dylan's more recent broken voice enables him to present a world view at the sonic surface of the songs—this voice carries us across the landscape of a broken, fallen world. The anatomy of a broken world in "Everything is Broken" (on the album Oh Mercy[image: External link]) is but an example of how the thematic concern with all things broken is grounded in a concrete sonic reality."[468]

Dylan is considered a seminal influence on many musical genres. As Edna Gundersen[image: External link] stated in USA Today: "Dylan's musical DNA has informed nearly every simple twist of pop since 1962."[469] Punk musician Joe Strummer[image: External link] praised Dylan for having "laid down the template for lyric, tune, seriousness, spirituality, depth of rock music."[470] Other major musicians who acknowledged Dylan's importance include Johnny Cash[image: External link],[471] Jerry Garcia[image: External link],[472] John Lennon,[473] Paul McCartney[image: External link],[474] Pete Townshend[image: External link],[475] Neil Young,[476] Bruce Springsteen,[100] David Bowie,[477] Bryan Ferry[image: External link],[478] Nick Cave[image: External link],[479][480] Patti Smith[image: External link],[481] Syd Barrett[image: External link],[482] Joni Mitchell[image: External link],[483] Tom Waits[image: External link][484] and Leonard Cohen[image: External link].[485] Dylan significantly contributed to the initial success of both the Byrds[image: External link] and the Band[image: External link]: the Byrds achieved chart success with their version of "Mr. Tambourine Man[image: External link]" and the subsequent album[image: External link], while the Band were Dylan's backing band on his 1966 tour[image: External link], recorded The Basement Tapes[image: External link] with him in 1967,[486] and featured three previously unreleased Dylan songs on their debut album[image: External link].[487]

Some critics have dissented from the view of Dylan as a visionary figure in popular music. In his book Awopbopaloobop Alopbamboom, Nik Cohn[image: External link] objected: "I can't take the vision of Dylan as seer, as teenage messiah, as everything else he's been worshipped as. The way I see him, he's a minor talent with a major gift for self-hype."[488] Australian critic Jack Marx[image: External link] credited Dylan with changing the persona of the rock star: "What cannot be disputed is that Dylan invented the arrogant, faux-cerebral posturing that has been the dominant style in rock since, with everyone from Mick Jagger to Eminem educating themselves from the Dylan handbook."[489]

Fellow musicians also presented dissenting views. Joni Mitchell[image: External link] described Dylan as a "plagiarist" and his voice as "fake" in a 2010 interview in the Los Angeles Times[image: External link], in response to a suggestion that she and Dylan were similar since they had both created personas.[490][491] Mitchell's comment led to discussions of Dylan's use of other people's material, both supporting and criticizing him.[492] Talking to Mikal Gilmore[image: External link] in Rolling Stone in 2012, Dylan responded to the allegation of plagiarism, including his use of Henry Timrod[image: External link]'s verse in his album Modern Times,[265] by saying that it was "part of the tradition".[493][a 5]

If Dylan's work in the 1960s was seen as bringing intellectual ambition to popular music,[458] critics in the 21st century described him as a figure who had greatly expanded the folk culture from which he initially emerged. Following the release of Todd Haynes'[image: External link] Dylan biopic I'm Not There[image: External link], J. Hoberman[image: External link] wrote in his 2007 Village Voice[image: External link] review:


Elvis might never have been born, but someone else would surely have brought the world rock 'n' roll. No such logic accounts for Bob Dylan. No iron law of history demanded that a would-be Elvis from Hibbing, Minnesota, would swerve through the Greenwich Village folk revival to become the world's first and greatest rock 'n' roll beatnik bard and then—having achieved fame and adoration beyond reckoning—vanish into a folk tradition of his own making.[494]



When Dylan was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature, The New York Times commented: "In choosing a popular musician for the literary world’s highest honor, the Swedish Academy, which awards the prize, dramatically redefined the boundaries of literature, setting off a debate about whether song lyrics have the same artistic value as poetry or novels."[354] Responses varied from the sarcasm of Irvine Welsh[image: External link], who described it as "an ill conceived nostalgia award wrenched from the rancid prostates of senile, gibbering hippies",[495] to the enthusiasm of Salman Rushdie[image: External link] who tweeted: “From Orpheus[image: External link] to Faiz[image: External link], song & poetry have been closely linked. Dylan is the brilliant inheritor of the bardic tradition. Great choice."[496]
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Dylan's archive, comprising notebooks, song drafts, business contracts, recordings and movie out-takes, are held at the Gilcrease Museum[image: External link]'s Helmerich Center for American Research in Tulsa, Oklahoma[image: External link], which is also the home of the archives for Woody Guthrie[image: External link].[349][497] While selections from the archive may be consulted at the Helmerich Center, the George Kaiser Family Foundation[image: External link] has announced a design competition for a major Bob Dylan Center in Tulsa's Arts District.[498][499]

In 2005, 7th Avenue East in Hibbing, Minnesota, the street on which which Dylan lived from ages 6 to 18, received the honorary name Bob Dylan Drive.[500][501][502] In the town Hibbing, a walk of fame[image: External link]-styled "star" is embedded in a sidewalk with the words Bob Dylan as well as a cursive-Z for Dylan's nickname Zimmy in youth.[503] In 2006 a cultural pathway, Bob Dylan Way, was inaugurated in Duluth, Minnesota, the city where Dylan was born. The 1.8 mile path links "cultural and historically significant areas of downtown for the tourists".[504][505]

In 2015, a massive Bob Dylan mural was unveiled in downtown Minneapolis, the city where Dylan attended university for a year. The mural was designed by Brazilian street artist Eduardo Kobra[image: External link].[506]
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 Notes






	
^ According to Dylan biographer Robert Shelton[image: External link], the singer first confided his change of name to his high school girlfriend, Echo Helstrom, in 1958, telling her that he had found a "great name, Bob Dillon". Shelton surmises that Dillon had two sources: Marshal Matt Dillon[image: External link] was the hero of the TV western Gunsmoke[image: External link]; Dillon was also the name of one of Hibbing's principal families. While Shelton was writing Dylan's biography in the 1960s, Dylan told him, "Straighten out in your book that I did not take my name from Dylan Thomas. Dylan Thomas's poetry is for people that aren't really satisfied in their bed, for people who dig masculine romance." At the University of Minnesota, the singer told a few friends that Dillon was his mother's maiden name, which was untrue. He later told reporters that he had an uncle named Dillon. Shelton added that only when he reached New York in 1961 did the singer begin to spell his name "Dylan", by which time he was acquainted with the life and work of Dylan Thomas. Shelton (2011), pp. 44–45.


	
^ In a May 1963 interview with Studs Terkel[image: External link], Dylan broadened the meaning of the song, saying "the pellets of poison flooding the waters" refers to "the lies people are told on their radios and in their newspapers". Cott (2006), p. 8.


	
^ The title "Spokesman of a Generation" was viewed by Dylan with disgust in later years. He came to feel it was a label the media had pinned on him, and in his autobiography, Chronicles[image: External link], Dylan wrote: "The press never let up. Once in a while I would have to rise up and offer myself for an interview so they wouldn't beat the door down. Later an article would hit the streets with the headline "Spokesman Denies That He's A Spokesman". I felt like a piece of meat that someone had thrown to the dogs." Dylan (2004), p.119


	
^ According to Shelton, Dylan named the tour Rolling Thunder and then "appeared pleased when someone told him to native Americans[image: External link], rolling thunder means speaking the truth." A Cherokee[image: External link] medicine man[image: External link] named Rolling Thunder appeared on stage at Providence, RI, "stroking a feather in time to the music". Shelton (2011), p. 310.


	
^ Dylan told Gilmore: "As far as Henry Timrod is concerned, have you even heard of him? Who's been reading him lately? And who's pushed him to the forefront?... And if you think it's so easy to quote him and it can help your work, do it yourself and see how far you can get. Wussies and pussies complain about that stuff. It's an old thing—it's part of the tradition."
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Lady Antebellum






This article is about the group. For the group's self titled debut album, see Lady Antebellum (album)[image: External link].

Lady Antebellum is an American country music group formed in Nashville, Tennessee[image: External link] in 2006. The group is composed of Hillary Scott (lead and background vocals), Charles Kelley (lead and background vocals, guitar), and Dave Haywood (background vocals, guitar, piano, mandolin). Scott is the daughter of country music singer Linda Davis[image: External link], and Kelley is the brother of pop singer Josh Kelley[image: External link].

The group made its debut in 2007 as guest vocalists on Jim Brickman[image: External link]'s single "Never Alone[image: External link]", before signing to Capitol Nashville[image: External link]. Lady Antebellum has released six albums for Capitol: Lady Antebellum[image: External link], Need You Now[image: External link], Own the Night[image: External link], Golden[image: External link], 747[image: External link], and Heart Break[image: External link], plus one Christmas album (On This Winter's Night[image: External link]). Their first three albums are certified platinum or higher by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA). The albums have produced sixteen singles on the Hot Country Songs[image: External link] and Country Airplay[image: External link] charts, of which nine have reached number one. Their longest-lasting number one single is "Need You Now", which spent five weeks at that position in 2009; both that song and 2011's "Just a Kiss[image: External link]" reached number one on the Adult Contemporary[image: External link] charts.

Lady Antebellum was awarded Top New Duo or Group by the Academy of Country Music[image: External link] and New Artist of the Year by the Country Music Association[image: External link] in 2008. They were nominated for two Grammy Awards at the 51st Annual Grammy Awards and two more at the 52nd Annual Grammy Awards[image: External link]. Of these nominations, they took home the award for Best Country Performance by Duo or Group with Vocals for "I Run to You". They were awarded Top Vocal Group, Song of the Year ("Need You Now"), and Single of the Year ("Need You Now") at the 44th ACM Awards[image: External link] on April 18, 2010. They won five awards at the 53rd Annual Grammy Awards[image: External link], including Song of the Year and Record of the Year for "Need You Now".[1] Lady Antebellum also scored "Best Country Album[image: External link]" at the 54th Grammy Awards. By August 2013, the group had sold more than 12.5 million digital singles and 10 million albums in the United States.[2][3]



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History
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 2006–2007: Formation and early career




Lady Antebellum was formed in 2006,[4] in Nashville, Tennessee[image: External link], by Charles Kelley, Dave Haywood, and Hillary Scott. Scott is the daughter of country music singer Linda Davis[image: External link], best known for her duet vocals on Reba McEntire[image: External link]'s 1993 hit "Does He Love You[image: External link]",[5] and Charles Kelley is the brother of pop and country artist Josh Kelley[image: External link].[6] Hillary Scott attended Donelson Christian Academy in Donelson, Tennessee[image: External link]. Kelley moved to Nashville in mid-2005 from Winston-Salem[image: External link], North Carolina, where he had been working construction with his brother John. Trying to become a successful solo country artist, Kelley convinced his old middle-school classmate, Haywood, to move to Nashville from Georgia[image: External link] in 2006 so they could write music together. Shortly thereafter, Scott recognized Kelley from Myspace, and they started to talk at a Nashville music club. Kelley invited Scott to join him and Haywood in the new group, which assumed the name Lady Antebellum.[7]

On the BBC Radio 2[image: External link] Drivetime Show August 9, 2010, the band explained to the host, Liza Tarbuck[image: External link], that the name Antebellum comes from when the group were photographing "antebellum" homes. The antebellum architectural style[image: External link] describes the large plantation homes in the American South. The Latin word bellum means "war"; "antebellum" therefore means "before the war". In America specifically, the Antebellum era[image: External link] commonly refers to the period before the Civil War[image: External link]. While photographing the houses one of the group said that there's a great band name in there, and they adopted the Lady Antebellum name shortly after. The trio then began performing at local venues in Nashville before being signed in July 2007 to a recording contract with Capitol Records[image: External link] Nashville. In an interview with Sirius Satellite Radio[image: External link], Scott said she was rejected from auditions for American Idol[image: External link] twice, not even making it past the first round.[5]
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 2007–2009: Lady Antebellum




Shortly after the trio signed to the label, recording artist Jim Brickman[image: External link] chose Lady Antebellum to sing on his 2007 single "Never Alone[image: External link]," which reached No. 14 on the Billboard adult contemporary[image: External link] charts. In mid-2007, Lady Antebellum also wrote a song for the MTV reality television series The Hills[image: External link].[8]

Their solo debut single "Love Don't Live Here[image: External link]" was released in September 2007, with a music video for the song following in December.[9][10] This song was the lead-off single to the band's self-titled debut album[image: External link]. Released on April 15, 2008, Lady Antebellum was produced by Paul Worley[image: External link] along with Victoria Shaw[image: External link], a Nashville songwriter and former solo artist.[4] "Love Don't Live Here" reached No. 3 on the Billboard Hot Country Songs[image: External link] charts. The album itself was the first album by a new duo or group to debut at Number One on the Billboard Top Country Albums[image: External link] charts.[11]

A second single, "Lookin' for a Good Time[image: External link]", was released in June 2008 and peaked at No. 11 in December. In addition, Lady Antebellum was signed as an opening act on Martina McBride[image: External link]'s Waking Up Laughing Tour in 2008.[12]

Lady Antebellum also contributed the song "I Was Here" to the AT&T Team USA Soundtrack[image: External link], a song which peaked at No. 24 on the Bubbling Under Hot 100[image: External link] based on downloads. In December 2008, their rendition of "Baby, It's Cold Outside" peaked at No. 3 on the same chart. Their third official single, "I Run to You[image: External link]", was released in January 2009. It eventually became the trio's first Number One in July 2009. On October 7, 2009, their debut album was certified platinum by the RIAA[image: External link] for shipments of one million copies in the United States.

Haywood and Kelley co-wrote labelmate Luke Bryan[image: External link]'s 2009 single "Do I[image: External link]", on which Scott also sings backing vocals.[13] This song is the first single from Bryan's second studio album "Doin' My Thing", which was released on October 6, 2009.
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 2009–2011: Need You Now




In August 2009, the group released their fourth single, "Need You Now", the lead-off single and title track to their second studio album[image: External link], which was also produced by Worley. It debuted at No. 50 on the Billboard Hot Country Songs[image: External link] chart and became their second Number One hit on the charts for the week of November 28, 2009. The song also reached No. 2 on the Billboard Hot 100 and topped the Hot Adult Contemporary[image: External link] chart, making it a crossover hit. A second single, "American Honey[image: External link]", was released to radio on January 11, 2010 and would become their third No. 1 hit. The third single from the album, "Our Kind of Love[image: External link]", was released on May 31, 2010 and went No. 1 in September 2010. The song was notable for being written in collaboration with a non-Nashville songwriter in busbee[image: External link], who at that point had previously written for Katy Perry[image: External link], Timbaland[image: External link] and Katharine McPhee[image: External link].[14] Their fourth single from this album, "Hello World[image: External link]", was officially released on October 4, 2010.

The album was released on January 26, 2010 and debuted at No. 1 on the Billboard 200 and Top Country Albums[image: External link] charts for the week of February 2, 2010, selling 480,922 copies.[15] Four weeks after the album's release, it was certified platinum by the Recording Industry Association of America.[16] On April 28, 2010, they performed on the results show of American Idol[image: External link], performing "Need You Now". On September 20, 2010, they launched their first headlining tour, "Need You Now 2010" in Orlando, Florida[image: External link]. On October 28, 2010, they performed the National Anthem before Game 2 at the 2010 World Series[image: External link]. Lady Antebellum appeared on the 44th Annual Country Music Awards on November 10, 2010.[17]
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 2011–2012: Own the Night and On This Winter's Night




The week of January 9, 2011, the group ventured into the studio to begin recording for their third studio album. In an interview with Entertainment Weekly, Charles Kelley said, "We actually just went ahead and decided we’re gonna take two, two and a half months straight in the studio to create this thing and not have all this distraction. Hopefully that will be a good thing".[18]

On May 2, 2011, the group released the first single from their upcoming album, titled "Just a Kiss[image: External link]". The group performed the single on stage on American Idol[image: External link]'s result show on May 5, 2011. It was a commercial and critical success, debuting and peaking at number 7 on the Billboard Hot 100, making it their highest debut on the chart. It also topped the Billboard Hot Country Songs, making it their fifth number-one single on the chart. On June 7, 2011, they announced the title of third album; called Own the Night[image: External link], it was released on September 13, 2011.[19] The album cover and track listing was released on July 18, 2011.[20] All together four singles were released from Own the Night. Follow up singles were "We Owned the Night", "Dancin' Away with My Heart" and "Wanted You More" which charted moderally in the Hot Country Songs.

Lady A released a "Lady Hazed" version of Jason Aldean[image: External link]'s song "Dirt Road Anthem[image: External link]" entitled "Country Club Anthem" on their installment of Webisode Wednesdays on August 10, 2011.[21] On October 1, 2011, the group performed as the musical guests on Saturday Night Live.[22]

Lady Antebellum released their first Christmas album On This Winter's Night[image: External link] on October 22, 2012.[23]
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 2013–2016: Golden, 747, and Hiatus




On January 22, 2013, " Downtown[image: External link]," the first single from a new album, was released to country radio. It was made available on iTunes starting February 5, 2013, and reached number one on the Country Airplay[image: External link] chart in April 2013. The new album, Golden[image: External link], was released on May 7, 2013.[24] The album's second single, "Goodbye Town[image: External link]", was released to country radio on May 13, 2013, and peaked at number 11 on the Country Airplay chart. The third single from the Golden era, " Compass[image: External link]", was released to the iTunes Store[image: External link] on October 1, 2013 and reached number one on the Country Airplay chart in March 2014. It is one of the new recordings featured on the deluxe edition re-issue[image: External link] of Golden, which was released on November 12, 2013. Unlike all of their previous releases, it was produced by Nathan Chapman[image: External link].[25] They also sang backing vocals on Darius Rucker's 2013 single "Wagon Wheel[image: External link]".[26]

" Bartender[image: External link]" was released to country radio on May 12, 2014, as the lead single for the group's sixth studio album, and was made available to digital retailers on May 19.[27] In July 2014, the album's title was confirmed as 747[image: External link], and the track listing was confirmed. Chapman produced this album as well.[28] "Bartender" became the group's ninth number 1 hit on the Country Airplay[image: External link] charts in 2014, with " Freestyle[image: External link]" as the second single. The third single "Long Stretch of Love[image: External link] was released on February 7, 2015, in the UK and on March 23, to country radio in the US.

They sang two songs, "I Did With You" and "Falling For You", for the 2014 film The Best of Me[image: External link].

In October 2015, while appearing on Good Morning America[image: External link], the group announced that they would be taking some down time once they finish with their Wheels Up Tour. During their break Kelley will be working on his solo career. Kelley stated that Lady Antebellum is his priority but wanted to try working alone out. On September 28, 2015, he released his debut solo single titled "The Driver" which features Dierks Bentley[image: External link] and Eric Paslay[image: External link].[29] On October 12, 2015, Charles Kelley announced his tour dates for his solo tour. He is excited to get out of his comfort zone and having fans not know every word to all of his songs. He will be playing some Lady A songs, but his tour will showcase only his soon-to-be-released solo material.[30] Also during the break, Hillary Scott announced that she and her family (her mother[image: External link], father and sister) would be working a gospel album titled Love Remains which was released on 29 July.

In 2016, Lady Antebellum were selected as one of 30 artists to perform on "Forever Country", a mash-up track of Take Me Home, Country Roads[image: External link], On the Road Again[image: External link] and I Will Always Love You which celebrates 50 years of the CMA Awards[image: External link].[31]
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 2017–present: Heart Break




On January 19, 2017, they released "You Look Good[image: External link]" as the lead single off their upcoming seventh studio album Heart Break[image: External link]. It is set to be released on June 9, 2017, and will be further promoted with the You Look Good World Tour, which is set to begin on May 26.[32]
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 Charity




Since January 2012, Lady Antebellum has been partnered with the charity myLIFEspeaks, to raise awareness of and provide facilities for disabled orphans in Haiti[image: External link]. At the start of the year 2013, the members of the group also created the organization called LadyAID[image: External link], which was created in hopes of bringing awareness to children who suffer and cannot help themselves locally, nationally and around the world. The main focus of Lady Antebellum are the children in hospitals, mainly in the United States and Canada.[33][34]
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 Awards and nominations




Main article: List of awards and nominations received by Lady Antebellum[image: External link]


Since Lady Antebellum won the Country Music Association Awards New Artist of the Year award in 2008, they have accumulated seven more awards, including their first Grammy[image: External link] in 2010 for Best Country Performance by Duo or Group with Vocals. At the 2009 CMA's, the group ended Rascal Flatts[image: External link]' six-year reign as Vocal Group of the Year. At the 2010 CMA's, the group became the first artist in CMA Award history to receive the Single of the Year honor for two consecutive years.[35]

At the 53rd Annual Grammy Awards, the trio won the Song of the Year.[36] They won Top Vocal Group at the 2012 ACM Awards[image: External link] April 1, 2012.[37]

In addition to being honored, Lady Antebellum has made efforts to recognize veterans who have returned from service and contributed to their communities. In 2013, Lady Antebellum recognized 8 deserving military families for their service by inviting them to up close and personal concerts, and acknowledging them from the stage. Deserving members like Randy Burchett, who was a Viet Nam veteran who went on to serve at the Easter Seals for 33 years, playing Santa for disabled children.[38]
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 Discography




Main article: Lady Antebellum discography[image: External link]



	
Lady Antebellum[image: External link] (2008)

	
Need You Now[image: External link] (2010)

	
Own the Night[image: External link] (2011)

	
On This Winter's Night[image: External link] (2012)

	
Golden[image: External link] (2013)

	
747[image: External link] (2014)

	
Heart Break[image: External link] (2017)
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 Tours




Headlining tours


	
Need You Now Tour (2010)

	
Own The Night Tour[image: External link] (2011–12)

	
Take Me Downtown Tour[image: External link] (2014)

	
Wheels Up Tour[image: External link] (2015)

	
You Look Good Tour[image: External link] (2017)[32]




Supporting act


	
The Waking Up Laughing Tour[image: External link] with Martina McBride[image: External link] (2008)

	
CMT ON TOUR: Relentless with Jason Aldean[image: External link] (2008)

	
Sun City Carnival Tour with Kenny Chesney[image: External link] (2009)

	
Southern Voice Tour with Tim McGraw[image: External link] (2010)

	
Get Closer 2011 World Tour[image: External link] with Keith Urban[image: External link] (Australian leg) (2011)
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