








    

    




    [image: The cover of the recommended book]


History of a literary radical, and other essays



Bourne, Randolph Silliman

4066339528659

182

Start Reading Now! (Ad)

In "History of a Literary Radical, and Other Essays," Randolph Silliman Bourne explores the intricacies of American cultural and political thought in the early 20th century. Through a series of incisive essays, Bourne critiques the societal norms and conventions that stifle creative expression. His distinctive literary style combines a blend of personal narrative with critical analysis, embodying the spirit of early American radicalism. The essays not only reflect Bourne's erudition but also his commitment to reform and the need for an inclusive intellectual discourse, contextualizing his ideas within the burgeoning movements for progressive change in post-World War I America. Randolph Silliman Bourne was an influential figure in the intellectual landscape of his time, often characterized by his pacifism and opposition to the prevailing nationalist fervor. His experiences as a disabled intellectual navigating the complexities of identity and social expectation played a significant role in shaping his radical ideologies. Bourne'Äôs engagement with contemporary movements and thinkers reveals his desire to redefine American literature and culture as platforms for social critique and transformation. This collection is a must-read for anyone interested in the intersections of literature, politics, and societal progress. Bourne's essays provide a profound lens through which to understand the historical tensions of his era, making them profoundly relevant to contemporary discourses on freedom of expression and cultural identity.
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In 'The True Citizen: How to Become One,' the collection delves into the philosophical and practical dimensions of citizenship through a rich tapestry of prose and reflective essays. With themes spanning civic duty, moral responsibility, and personal growth, the anthology captures a broad spectrum of literary styles, from didactic discourse to evocative narrative. The standout pieces invite readers to consider the implications of citizenship not merely as a legal status but as a complex, evolving identity forged through everyday actions and decisions. This collection aligns itself within a literary context that seeks to interrogate and expand the definition of citizenship. The collective wisdom of authors William Fisher Markwick and William Alexander Smith shines through as they draw from historical, cultural, and philosophical movements to illuminate the intrinsic values of true citizenship. Their backgrounds reveal a deep commitment to promoting societal engagement and ethical living. In crafting this anthology, these authors echo a longstanding tradition of thought leaders who view citizenship as a cornerstone of a functioning society, integrating insights that reflect varied cultural experiences and perspectives. This anthology offers readers an indispensable opportunity to engage with complex and nuanced ideas about what it means to be a true citizen. Each author contributes distinctive insights and interpretations, encouraging readers to reflect on their roles within society. Through its educational value and breadth of perspectives, 'The True Citizen' serves as an essential text for anyone seeking to understand the multifaceted nature of civic life and the ongoing dialogue about personal and communal responsibilities in a global context. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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Excellent Women is a curated collection of biographical sketches celebrating the lives, faith, and service of remarkable Christian women. Originally compiled by the Religious Tract Society in London during the late 1800s, this volume offers concise, inspiring portraits of individuals whose lives embodied devotion, social reform, leadership, and spiritual depth. From early chapters about Elizabeth Fry — the Quaker philanthropist and prison reformer — to profiles of Susanna Wesley, Hannah More, Frances Ridley Havergal, Ann Judson, and others, the compilation presents a diversity of characters united by their moral conviction and impact on society. Each biography sketches the subject's upbringing, spiritual journey, challenges faced, and their enduring legacy. The writing is accessible yet dignified, suitable for general readers interested in religious history, women's biographies, Christian witness, or Victorian-era ministry. While not a modern critical biography, Excellent Women serves as an evocative introduction to lives lived with purpose—an encouragement for readers seeking models of faith in action.
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In 'The Man in the Queue,' Josephine Tey introduces readers to a compelling mystery imbued with rich characterization and an exploration of societal norms in early 20th-century England. The narrative unfolds when a man is murdered in a queue outside a theater, thrusting Inspector Alan Grant into a labyrinthine investigation where the public's perceptions and prejudices become critical to solving the crime. Tey's skilled use of dialogue and vivid descriptions paints a lively backdrop, while her innovative plotting invites readers to grapple with themes of justice and morality, establishing this work as a trailblazer in the detective fiction genre. Josephine Tey, a prominent figure in the crime literature sphere, was known for her keen psychological insight and ability to weave historical context into her narratives. Her background as an accomplished playwright undoubtedly contributed to her narrative flair, while her personal experiences with social dynamics would have sharpened her understanding of human behavior. 'The Man in the Queue' showcases her ability to comment on the intricate web of social interactions, revealing the interplay between individual motives and collective assumptions. This novel is recommended for readers who appreciate intricate plots laced with social commentary and character depth. Tey's debut not only engages with suspenseful storytelling but also provides a fascinating lens through which to examine societal constructs of her era. A must-read for mystery aficionados and scholars of literature alike.
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The "BEATRIX POTTER Ultimate Collection" is a comprehensive anthology that presents twenty-two enchanting children's stories, each illustrated with Potter's intricate, original artwork. This collection showcases her whimsical narratives, filled with a blend of anthropomorphic animal characters and pastoral settings, reflecting the early 20th-century British countryside. Potter's literary style combines a simple yet engaging prose, making her tales accessible while also rich in moral lessons and life reflections. The stories, deeply rooted in natural history and ecological awareness, provide both entertainment and education, making them timeless classics in children's literature. Beatrix Potter, an esteemed author and illustrator, was born in 1866 into a well-to-do family in Victorian England. Her upbringing in the Lake District inspired her love for nature, which profoundly influenced her storytelling. A naturalist and an early advocate for conservation, Potter's experiences with animals and her keen observations of their behaviors are beautifully woven into her narratives. Her unique background and artistic inclinations allowed her to craft stories that resonate with both the innocent curiosity of childhood and broader environmental themes. This collection is highly recommended for readers of all ages who wish to immerse themselves in a world of imagination and nature. The exquisite illustrations and delightful tales serve as both a nostalgic reminder of childhood and an invaluable resource for parents seeking to cultivate a love of reading in their children. Potter's stories are not merely entertainments; they are an invitation to experience the beauty of the natural world, making this ultimate collection a must-have addition to any library. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A comprehensive Introduction outlines these selected works' unifying features, themes, or stylistic evolutions. - The Author Biography highlights personal milestones and literary influences that shape the entire body of writing. - A Historical Context section situates the works in their broader era—social currents, cultural trends, and key events that underpin their creation. - A concise Synopsis (Selection) offers an accessible overview of the included texts, helping readers navigate plotlines and main ideas without revealing critical twists. - A unified Analysis examines recurring motifs and stylistic hallmarks across the collection, tying the stories together while spotlighting the different work's strengths. - Reflection questions inspire deeper contemplation of the author's overarching message, inviting readers to draw connections among different texts and relate them to modern contexts. - Lastly, our hand‐picked Memorable Quotes distill pivotal lines and turning points, serving as touchstones for the collection's central themes.
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    Untimely Papers presents a single-author gathering of Randolph Silliman Bourne’s late writings, composed around the years of the First World War and brought together after his death. Organized into seven books—Old Tyrannies; The War and the Intellectuals; Below the Battle; The Collapse of American Strategy; A War Diary; Twilight of Idols; and Unfinished Fragment on the State—the collection offers a coherent view of Bourne’s thought at its most urgent. Rather than a complete works, it is a concentrated compendium that preserves the arc of his arguments about culture, democracy, and power, and the moral pressures placed on individuals and institutions in a time of war.

The volume spans several text types while maintaining a consistent voice. Most sections consist of essays—analytical, polemical, and reflective—through which Bourne tests ideas against the events and rhetoric of his day. A War Diary gathers a sequence of brief, dated entries that register immediate impressions and evolving judgments. Twilight of Idols and Below the Battle extend the essay form into sustained critiques, while the Unfinished Fragment on the State remains a theoretical work left incomplete, yet decisive in its direction. Together these modes—essay, diary entry, and fragment—frame a record of thought in motion as circumstances intensified.

A unifying purpose runs through the collection: to examine how modern societies respond to crisis and how citizens, especially intellectuals, should bear their responsibilities. Bourne scrutinizes coercion in public life, the strains of nationalism, and the entanglement of culture with militarized politics. He returns to questions of loyalty and dissent, probing where conscience and collective pressure collide. Across the books, he assesses the habits of mind that permit “old tyrannies” to persist in new forms, and he considers how democratic pluralism might resist them. The sequence builds toward his concentrated inquiry into the state, power, and wartime mobilization.

Stylistically, Bourne’s essays combine lucidity with a controlled intensity. He writes in a clear, accessible prose that advances arguments step by step without sacrificing moral candor. Irony and understatement serve as instruments of critique, while his attention to concrete circumstances keeps abstract questions tethered to lived reality. The diary entries sharpen this immediacy, revealing a thinker testing and revising his positions in real time. Even in the unfinished fragment, his method is evident: define terms precisely, examine consequences, and measure rhetoric against experience. The result is a distinctive blend of analysis and witness, principled yet alert to complexity.

The works gathered here retain significance because they register an independent stance during a period when conformity was widely demanded. The War and the Intellectuals anchors the volume’s evaluation of public argument and the risks of aligning thought too closely with policy. The Unfinished Fragment on the State has been repeatedly cited for its account of how wartime conditions expand and harden state authority. Read together, the books chart a sustained defense of critical inquiry and civic pluralism. Their insights into the pressures that accompany national emergency continue to inform debates about freedom, responsibility, and the uses of power.

As a publication, Untimely Papers consolidates writings that first appeared in contemporary periodicals and in manuscript, preserving a body of work that might otherwise have remained scattered. Bourne’s death in 1918 gives the collection a posthumous unity, concentrating the concerns of his final years. The arrangement by books clarifies the major lines of his argument: the persistence of inherited coercions, the conduct of intellectuals under strain, the moral psychology of modern war, and the structural logic of the state. The volume thus serves both as a historical document of its moment and as a sustained inquiry of lasting relevance.

Readers may approach the collection as a set of interlocking investigations. The early books establish the diagnosis—what forms of tyranny endure and how cultural authority can mislead—while the central wartime sections analyze the immediate scene. A War Diary provides the grain of daily judgment, and Twilight of Idols extends the critique to revered assumptions. The closing fragment points forward, sketching a framework for understanding how collective power operates. Taken as a whole, the volume invites careful, reflective reading: not for programmatic answers, but for the habits of scrutiny and civic courage that Bourne considered essential to democratic life.
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    Randolph Silliman Bourne (1886–1918) emerged from the Progressive Era’s reform ferment to become a distinct voice of dissent. Raised in Bloomfield, New Jersey, and marked by a spinal deformity and childhood illness, he developed an outsider’s vantage that sharpened his critique of authority. At Columbia University (1909–1913) he studied with John Dewey and absorbed—but later contested—pragmatist optimism about social engineering. In New York’s Greenwich Village he encountered feminist, labor, and artistic avant-gardes that informed his essays on culture, education, and youth. Early work for The New Republic (founded 1914 by Herbert Croly and Walter Lippmann) gave way to a more radical posture as the nation moved toward war.

World War I defined the immediate backdrop for the essays gathered as Untimely Papers (1919). From the Lusitania’s sinking (1915) to U.S. entry on 6 April 1917, the Preparedness movement fused nationalism with calls for centralized planning. President Woodrow Wilson’s administration mobilized through the Selective Service Act (May 1917) and the Committee on Public Information under George Creel. Bourne observed how mass propaganda, schoolhouse patriotism, and civic rituals normalized coercion, themes evident across Old Tyrannies, The War and the Intellectuals, Below the Battle, and A War Diary. He scrutinized not battlefields but the home-front transformation of democratic habits, the bureaucratic temper, and the moral psychology of consent.

The crisis fractured America’s intellectual class. Pragmatists such as Dewey, once Bourne’s mentor, argued that war might accelerate democratic discipline and social coordination; editors Croly and Lippmann at The New Republic endorsed intervention as a constructive national experiment. Bourne’s rejoinders—culminating in Twilight of Idols and the unfinished meditation The State—exposed what he saw as the conversion of critical intelligence into serviceable ideology. He tracked the migration of scholars from seminar to war board, from criticism to technocracy, and questioned whether instrumental reason, unmoored from ethical limits, merely greased the machinery of regimentation. The quarrel over ideas became inseparable from the institutional capture of universities, magazines, and foundations.

Another through-line was immigration and national identity. In New York City’s polyglot neighborhoods, Bourne formulated a pluralist alternative to coercive Americanization drives that surged after 1917. Literacy tests in the Immigration Act of 1917, English-only school campaigns, and loyalty oaths pressed for cultural uniformity in the name of unity. His cosmopolitan outlook—articulated alongside contemporaries like Jane Addams and echoed in Trans-National America (1916)—made him skeptical of crusading nationalism abroad and conformity at home. Untimely Papers rereads war enthusiasm as a revolt against cultural diversity, mapping how patriotic committees, churches, and civic leagues policed speech, music, and festivals, and how minority cultures resisted through newspapers, settlement houses, and labor halls.

Labor upheaval and state repression formed the collection’s civic horizon. The 1917 raids on the Industrial Workers of the World, the prosecution of Eugene V. Debs after his Canton speech (June 1918), and deportations of Emma Goldman and Alexander Berkman (December 1919) illustrated how dissent was criminalized. The Espionage Act (June 1917) and Sedition Act (May 1918) set the legal frame later tested in Schenck v. United States (March 1919) and Abrams v. United States (November 1919). Bourne anticipated these battles, tracing how emergency powers corrode everyday liberties long before courts notice. His “war diary” entries register the granular pressures of surveillance, informers, and self-censorship in newspapers, unions, and classrooms.

Bourne’s platform was the world of little magazines that defined American modernism. After breaking with The New Republic, he wrote for The Seven Arts (1916–1917), whose antiwar stance hastened its end, and for The Dial and other New York journals. The Masses was indicted under the Espionage Act in 1917; two hung juries in 1918 showed both limits and risks of expression. Such venues enabled the experimentation visible in Old Tyrannies and Twilight of Idols—essay-sequences rather than treatises, diaristic notes alongside polemic. Untimely Papers, issued in New York by B. W. Huebsch in 1919, gathered these scattered pieces as friends sought to preserve an integrity exiled from mainstream organs.

International shocks reframed Bourne’s critique of strategy and statecraft. Wilson’s Fourteen Points (8 January 1918) promised a liberal peace, but the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917, interventions in Russia (1918–1919), and the punitive Treaty of Versailles (28 June 1919) exposed contradictions between rhetoric and practice. The Senate’s refusal to join the League of Nations (votes in November 1919 and March 1920) signaled the unraveling of Wilsonian ambition. Bourne’s The Collapse of American Strategy reads against this timeline, skeptical of technocratic blueprints and secret diplomacy. He probed how blockades, censorship, and conscription extend beyond the battlefield, seeding habits of centralized authority that persist after armistice and reshape domestic political economy.

The pandemic and the Red Scare stamped the book’s posthumous fate. Bourne died of influenza in New York City on 22 December 1918, weeks after the armistice, leaving The State unfinished yet memorable for the line, “War is the health of the State.” As Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer’s raids (1919–1920) ransacked homes and halls, readers met Untimely Papers amid hysteria over strikes in Seattle and the steel industry and anxieties about bombs, borders, and Bolshevism. The moment sharpened Bourne’s central warnings: that modern administration, intellectual complicity, and patriotic spectacle can turn crises into permanent governance, and that a plural, urban democracy remains the surest brake on militarized nationalism.
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