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  Preface




  



  The Giza Team




  




  


  Around one dozen individuals were closely involved in this Giza work, including Swiss, Germans, Austrians, Egyptians and Americans. We took ten trips to Egypt from 1999 to 2006 in various constellations and groupings. Several people from Switzerland formed the core of the team. According to the topics and destination, changes occurred within the team, which was expanded and enhanced by the appropriate specialists. We conducted our excursions always in groups of three, generally at night due to the wall construction, because it is no longer possible to conduct free research in Giza without embracing the official teachings and paying hundreds of thousands of dollars.  Our excursions were only possible with the assistance of our “special friend” in Egypt, to whom we wish to again express our sincere appreciation and gratitude. Without this person, access to the Giza legacy would never have been possible. 




  We hope you will understand that our partners wish to remain anonymous in the interest of protecting their own privacy and safety. We did our work silently, with great personal commitment, knowing the next step but not where it was leading us.  It was not initially our plan to publish our collective experiences as a book. But with much work on issues both within each of us individually and all of us together, through inner and spiritual guidance (similar to that described by Edgar Cayce) and through an ongoing interaction between various beings onsite, we successfully found the entrance and gained access. 




  Yes, we really were in the subterranean realms—which officially do not exist and which have long been written off as fairytales and legends despite their description in old sources and by the Greeks. But as is often the case, this discovery again proved that there is a great deal of truth in the old tales, which are generally treated as fantasy because they do not fit within the popular view of history. A famous example of this is the discovery of Troy by Heinrich Schliemann in the late 19th century. We saw it for ourselves, and I give you my personal word that we experienced it just as I have described it in this book. Nevertheless, we emphasize that this can only be part of the truth, there to help us better understand our history—because we cannot claim to know the whole truth, but I hope that each person will reach his or her own conclusions by neutral consideration of the information offered.




  




  That is certainly appropriate for this topic, because it is a journey into our past, one that goes much farther back than the Pharaonic dynasties or even the Sumerians, among whom our modern historical record began with the word “culture” 4,000 years before Christ. It is a journey back to our ancestors, to the God-Kings, the Shemsu-Hor (the Atlanteans), the builders of the Pyramids and the Nether, the Sons of God (the Lemurians), because only by discussing these groups can we place these complexes and their periods of construction into the proper context.




  




  




  An Introduction to Giza




  




  


  The three large pyramids in Giza (also called Gizeh), along with their sentinel, the Sphinx, are breathtaking wonders of the ancient world that are wrapped in mystery. These structures were built upon a slightly raised plateau on the edge of the present-day Egyptian metropolis of Cairo. Constructed with incredible precision, they are precisely aligned with the four cardinal points—specific stellar alignments—and are based on mathematical formulas and geometric shapes that still astonish modern science. Though contemporary Egyptologists attribute the building of these structures to the Pharaonic dynasties, beginning around 3000 B.C., there are many indications that they are essentially older, originating from a civilization before our time reckoning.




  Today’s academic literature still offers no credible explanation of how these ingenious buildings could have been constructed in the Pharaonic era around 2500 B.C. Moreover, to the present day, there is yet to be found one shred of evidence or record that the pharaohs Cheops (Khufu), Chephren (Khaf-re) or Mykerinos (Men-kau-re) were responsible for the building of these unique structures for which they are generally given credit. Why do Egyptologists across the board insist that they did? Sources outside of traditional Egyptology postulate that they were built by an even older, more advanced civilization that possessed greater knowledge.




  Whether you approach this question as a sober scientist or as a spiritual seeker, anyone who studies Giza will come across the imposing figure of the ancient Egyptian god Thoth (Djehuty)—the legendary Atlantean. That is what happened to me. The more I learned about him and the stories told about him, the more I became fascinated with Thoth. Who was he? What do we know about him? What significance does Thoth have for present-day Giza research?




  




  These may be bold questions, since we naturally often tend to discount the ancient tales. By doing so, we trivialize them right from the start. But are we missing out on great opportunities in the process? What if these records and legacies contain messages that remain valid today? Thoth does not make it easy for us. He specifically provokes us with a claim that may seem presumptuous to many. In Michael Doreal's translation of the Emerald Tablets of Thoth, Thoth said:




  




  

    “I, THOTH, the Atlantean, master of mysteries,


  




  

    keeper of records, mighty king, magician, living


  




  

    from generation to generation, being about to pass


  




  

    into the Halls of Amenti, set down for the guidance


  




  

    of those that are to come after, these records of the


  




  

    mighty wisdom of Great Atlantis. . . .


  




  




  

    Builded I the Great Pyramid, patterned after the


  




  

    pyramid of earth force, burning eternally so that it,


  




  

    too, might remain through the ages. In it, I built my


  




  

    knowledge of ‘Magic-Science' so that I might be here


  




  

    when again I return from Amenti." (Doreal 1939, 1, 5)


  




  





  

    Could Thoth be the builder of the pyramids? That would mean that the pyramids are thousands of years older than researchers have ever estimated! I decided, in the unbiased spirit of Heinrich Schliemann on his quest to find Troy, to rule out nothing. This enabled me to massively expand the foundation of our explorations in Giza. We could now also make use of ancient tales, myths and legends as sources and inspiration.

  




  The more I searched, the more the inconsistencies between the sources showed me that the secrets of Giza could only be decoded if I allowed myself to literally be inspired by the spirit of Thoth and other great figures from ancient days, like Plato. When I allowed this to happen, the results were quite impressive. All my senses grew sharper and I was able to perceive the structure of Giza in an entirely new light. Only now was I prepared to descend into the depths. I learned that to say “Thank Thoth" was not an exaggeration.




  




  With this book, we intend to specifically draw attention to three facts. First, we document that the megalithic structures in Giza and the subterranean complexes found there are proof of a Pre-dynastic culture and that in all probability are a legacy of the Atlanteans. Second, we take a look at the latest discovery of chambers in and below the pyramids and the Sphinx. Third, we determine that a massive new wall is being built surrounding the Giza complex (in the direction of Saqqara).




  While the wall construction has been referred to as “nothing special” or as a “protective measure” by the authorities in Giza, this book clearly shows that this is a superficial argument intended to deflect attention from the wall’s actual purpose. After all, it leads far out into the desert, which can only mean one thing: those building it know that the subterranean complex is much larger than the structures on the surface.




  The building of the new Giza wall shows that certain powers are attempting to bring back the past, while also trying to design the future according to their own concepts. For the past several years, these interest groups have attempted to reach the underground complexes, halls and artifacts. Their secret diggings threaten to break into what may very well be significant underground areas. 




  Nevertheless, at least part of the legacy remains waiting to be discovered and recovered with far less effort than is currently being applied (with the wall construction and the official and hidden research and excavations). According to the ancient tales, the legacy can only be accessed if the discovery is made in the interest of all humankind. It makes sense that we discovered part of this subterranean complex unintentionally before the “secret treasure hunters” were able to find it.




  Giza Legacy is intended as a contribution to the improved understanding of the wonders of the ancient world at Giza. We seek to inform the general public about the building of the Giza wall and call attention to the interest groups behind it in order to prevent the damage being done from becoming too great. This holy place and its buildings must be treated very carefully, because this is where the Giza legacy, left to us by our ancestors, lies waiting for us all.




  I have sought to confirm that the ancient tales about Memphis are true. Through my own experiences in Giza and Saqqara, I discovered that there are other world wonders to be found beneath the surface in underground complexes! I saw part of this complex myself. We also know that others are trying to unearth this information as well and some have already progressed quite far.
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  Fig. 0.1. This bird’s-eye view of Giza and the outskirts of Cairo shows the vast scale of the pyramids and the Giza Plateau.




  





  Clearly, inside and beneath the pyramids in Giza there are many more passages and buildings than have been previously discovered and officially reported by the Egyptologists. We provide detailed descriptions of our visits in this book. Construction of the aboveground structures began approximately 14,000 B.C. and was completed about 1,000 years later. One section of the underground structure is even older and can be traced back to the Lemurians, an advanced civilization who preceded the Atlanteans.




  In Giza Legacy, we lead you deep beneath the surface of the desert to the legendary Hall of Records and through our “human history on Earth.” We begin with the structures to be found both aboveground and belowground, and reach back to before recorded history— as far back as 30,000 years before Christ—to provide the key to the understanding of Giza by exploring history and science in the past and up to the present day. It is astonishing to read how harmonically the various chapters and fields of knowledge come together to form a new, updated and holistic picture.




  The cultures that were able to perform such feats of construction in the distant past were anything but primitive and must have had an even deeper understanding of physics than we have today. This knowledge meant and still means power; therefore, certain interest groups have joined and agreed—at least it would seem, based on the scientific research conducted in the Giza district in recent years—that something important is to be found there. 




  In Giza, as well as in South America, the legacy of the ancient advanced cultures is visible in the form of giant pyramids. However, what if the essence of the megalithic complexes were to be found beneath the ground, and what if the pyramids are just the tip of the iceberg? Then it could be proven once and for all that prehistoric advanced cultures really did exist and that our history must be fundamentally rewritten.
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  Fig. 0.2. The three megalithic pyramids on the Giza Plateau, view from the south.





  





  The ancient Egyptian schools of mystery say that the world wonder of Giza is not limited to what can be seen above the surface. This secret remains alive even after thousands of years, and increasing numbers of experts from a variety of scientific fields are coming to believe it. 




  So what we view today as an ancient civilization may actually have been preceded by even earlier, more advanced cultures. This fact alone would have far-reaching consequences for archaeology, changing our understanding of pre-Sumerian history (which is officially viewed as the first civilization), as well as for the way we see ourselves, because it means that humans are not just the result of evolution, or merely just well-developed descendents of primates. Our existence would receive a new, higher meaning, because spiritual enlightenment, which runs through all the world’s religions, would start from a new perspective of reality. With this book, we seek to document the wondrous place called Giza along with the current state of discoveries and findings from various scientific fields. We describe the subterranean structures and, probably for the first time, the additional chambers to be found in the Great Pyramid and the underground complex. This results in an enhanced picture of Giza and our history, which we explain in detail, and in the outlook, we shed light on the new, interdisciplinary Giza research.




  We do all this with the greatest respect both for what is one of the most mysterious places on Earth and for the Egyptian people. Our friends and acquaintances there have often asked us to share what they know and what we have learned—particularly about the wall construction, which represents a great problem for the local residents because the entrance to the Giza district is being relocated.




  With this book, we hope to make it impossible to continue hiding the historical and scientific findings in and about Giza in order to ensure that the vital legacy to be found there cannot be kept secret or misused. Under the right circumstances, we would be prepared to contribute to the further investigation of Giza with our findings and experience.




  —Rico Paganini for the Giza Team




  Chapter 1


  The Three Large Megalithic Pyramids




   




  Builders Unknown
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  Fig. 1.1. The three pyramids.




   




  Neither the artists nor the historians make any sort of reference to these purported major building feats of the Pharaonic dynasties. Although the few lists of royal dynasties handed down from the twomillennium-long Pharaonic period up through the reign of Cheops do contain the names of the kings of the Fourth Dynasty, none of them are ever mentioned in connection with the building of the Giza pyramids. In comparison to the large ones built in Giza, the other pyramids in Egypt were built in a more amateurish style. While nothing but ruins remain of most of them, beneath the earth of some are perfectly built megalithic chambers and monolithic sarcophagi, the origin of which have never been explained or even researched due the prevailing paradigm of contemporary Egyptology. The difference in quality between the Giza-like megalithic cores and the stone and shingle piles built on top of them is more than obvious throughout. It is all the more astonishing considering that the ancient Egyptians were extremely conservative and tended to maintain the things they constructed.




  "Egypt, as a politically united country, had come into existence some 1500 years before the time of Tutankhamen. During this period Egypt was in a state of cultural stasis: it seemed unchangeable. In many areas of Egyptian culture—art, medicine, architecture—once a satisfactory method was found, it was never altered," states British Egyptologist Christine El-Mahdy in her book Tutankhamen about Akhenaton, Nofret and Tutankhamen (1999, 12). It was perhaps the traditional nature of the Egyptians that would have enabled them to preserve the knowledge needed to build the Giza pyramids. The later Pharaohs would surely have used the same construction methods if they had known them.




  However, this does not seem to have been the case. There can be but one reasonable explanation for both this and the lack of any historically recorded indication of their construction or identification of their builders. The great Greco-Sicilian historian Diodorus Siculus, who lived from 80–29 B.C., reported in the first volume of his Bibliotheca historica that initiated Egyptian priests were forbidden to share their knowledge about the gods and their building methods [see Chapter 6]. This implies that the largest pyramids did not originate from the Pharaohs, because everyone would have seen how they were built, and so they must have been constructed in a far earlier era, steeped even then in mystery.




  The pyramids in Giza [Fig.1.2] are a masterwork of sheer inhuman proportions in many different ways. Nowhere else in the world has such a vast amount of building material ever been assembled. On average, the stones used in construction weigh in at 2.5 tons each, which remains a world record to this day. The blocks are so precisely cut and laid together that not even the blade of a knife can be inserted between some of them. This amazing precision is also found in two other megalithic structures. The perfect alignment of millions of stone blocks of sometimes unimaginable weight (the stones at Baalbek, Lebanon, weigh 800 tons) leads many to the conclusion that these massive structures could hardly be the result of the whim of some megalomaniacal ruler.




  The Giza pyramids look very different today than they did back in the 14th century A.D. They were originally coated with a layer of special stone casing blocks that were cut to the angle of the pyramids on their outer edges. Blocks of light-colored Tura limestone were used to encase the Cheops Pyramid. The limestone quarries of Tura are located on the opposite side of the Nile, at around the same altitude as Saqqara. The bottommost three layers of the casing of the Pyramid of Chephren are made of pink granite transported from 1,000 kilometers away in Aswan. Tura limestone was then used for the rest. For the Pyramid of Mykerinos, known as the red pyramid, the lower third of the outer coating was made of pink granite and the upper portion was also encased with Tura limestone.




  When the Muslims sacked Egypt, especially in the 9th century in the time of Caliph al-Mamun, the pyramids suffered great damage by treasure hunters and in religiously motivated attacks, while their stones were looted for building materials. The limestone and granite coatings were dismantled from below, making them increasingly unstable from above. It is assumed that most of the outer casings of  the Giza pyramids fell in the powerful earthquake of 1301. Only the peak of the Pyramid of Chephren retains its bright Tura limestone-block encasement today. Using the pyramids for building materials was nothing new— it was already common back in the era of the Middle Kingdom, when the Pharaohs freely used them just five hundred years after Cheops.
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  Fig. 1.2. The Sphinx with the Chephren and Mykerinos Pyramids.




   




  Amenemhet I, the first Pharaoh of the Twelfth Dynasty, helped himself to the outer casing stones of Cheops's pyramid, which are still found today in the ruins of that era. These outer casing stones weighed up to 16 tons. Despite their great weight, they were laid together with just 0.5 millimeters of space between them. With its outer stone encasement, the volume of the Cheops Pyramid comprised 2,592,968 cubic meters, amounting to a total weight of around 7 million tons. Although in older books the number of stone blocks is estimated to be around 2.6 million, newer calculations are closer to 2.3 million, because it was discovered that in the middle of the pyramid lies a stone core that is 7 meters tall.




  Considering that Cheops ruled for a maximum of twenty-five years, this would mean that throughout the time of his reign, it would have been necessary to lay 21 blocks per hour, 12 hours per day, 365 days per year. If the contemporary assumption is used (which is that the main work periods were concentrated during the three months in which the Nile flooded, because the peasantry was then available for such honorary work, and the first ten years were used to build the infrastructure, such as the 1-kilometer route from the Nile to the 40-meter higher Giza Plateau) then the stone-laying tempo would have had to have been 141 stone blocks per hour to complete the Cheops Pyramid within the Pharaoh's lifetime. And before they could be laid, they had to be transported to the site and cut into different sizes ranging from 5 to 15 tons.




  Many other challenges also beset this prevailing scenario, such as construction of the tools, importing wood to make the transport sleds (little wood was to be found in Egypt) and the feeding and housing of the 100,000 workers described in the oldest surviving written records of the Greek historian Herodotus (ca. 484–425 B.C.). It would have required the cutting of the vast forested regions in Lebanon, Turkey and Northern Mesopotamia. The rapid wear on the wooden sleds under the enormous weight of the stones would have required the importing of millions of trees. This massive volume of international trade alone should have left behind many records and documents. However, none have ever been found.




  These simple considerations show that there must be something wrong with the story we have been told of how the Pharaohs built the pyramids. We will take a close look at the most remarkable features of the megalithic chambers within and beneath the three Giza pyramids. That is where the nameless builders reveal the highest perfection of their skills.




  




  "Egyptians regarded the physical world in its entirety as perfect order, which emerged from primeval chaos, with Egypt standing at the very heart of creation, the first mound of land to emerge from the oceans." (El-Mahdy 1999, 12)




  



  Pyramid of Mykerinos




  



  The Small Pyramid




   




  Although it is the smallest of the three Giza pyramids— at nearly 60 meters tall, it may be less than half as high as the Cheops pyramid—it is in no way less significant. Although its base length is just over 100 meters, when viewed on its own, the Pyramid of Mykerinos [Fig. 1.3], is just as impressive and grand as the other two, its construction based on the same technical skills. The earliest mention of the Pyramid of Mykerinos was recorded by Herodotus [see Chapter 5].




  The lower third of the Pyramid of Mykerinos is encased in pink granite and the rest in lighter-colored Tura limestone [Fig. 1.4]. There remain sixteen layers of granite casing stones at the base of the pyramid. The looting troops of Caliph Malek al-Azis Othman were thus forced in 1196 to climb over this granite encasing to reach the limestone blocks. The passage leading beneath the pyramid (which is quite narrow and low, forcing one to stoop in order to enter) is also partly made of this same reddish-brown granite.
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  Fig. 1.3. The Pyramid of Mykerinos.
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  Fig. 1.4. Entrance to the Mykerinos Pyramid. The first layers of red granite are almost completely intact.


  On this level, left of the entrance, are places with scratched hieroglyphics. Who scratched in this message?
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  Fig. 1.5. The hieroglyphics found outside the entrance. Did the builders leave their names on the Mykerinos Pyramid?




   




  On the external wall of the pyramid, around 0.5 meters beneath the entrance in the northern wall [Fig. 1.5], an inscription with five short hieroglyphic lines was found scratched into the granite encasement, which lists a date: the 23rd day of the 4th month of the winter season. The year is no longer legible; however, the name "Mykerinos" and possibly that of his son "Shepseskaf" can still be made out. Most Egyptologists assume that the date refers to the burial of Mykerinos, because the pyramid is supposed to have been his tomb. To be impartial, one must nevertheless ask why he and his son only merited a small inscription on the outer casing of the pyramid. It has been conjectured that this was because the hard granite made it difficult to engrave more than just their names and the date. The primitive etchings, however, appear in sharp contrast to the effort consumed by transporting the giant granite blocks more than 1,000 kilometers, cutting them with utmost precision and then assembling them perfectly
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  Fig. 1.6. Cross-section of the Mykerinos Pyramid.





   




  



  Underground Chambers




  The entrance passageway ends after 31 meters in a nearly square-shaped paneled chamber—measuring 3.6 x 3.16 meters—also made of the same pink granite [Fig. 1.6]. The passage continues on the other side of this chamber and after 12 meters leads to the antechamber, which measures 14.2 meters long (east-west orientation), 3.9 meters wide and 4.9 meters high. Two additional passages branch off at this point. From the northern wall, a longer blind shaft extends up into the pyramid complex. A ramp leads down through the floor into a small antechamber with four niches and then straight ahead lays the burial chamber, featuring a beveled ceiling [Figs. 1.7 and 1.8].




  The third hallway, which leads from the western wall of the antechamber [Fig.1.9], is called the passage. It leads to the ceiling area above the burial chamber, in which modern explorers, led by Britain's Howard Vyse, found the cover of a wooden coffin and several bones in mummy wrappings. Engraved writing found on the cover included the name Menkew-Re (Mykerinos or Men-kau-re). It was clear right from the start that this could not refer to the authentic Mykerinos, because the style of the coffin and the inscription were completely different than those used during the Fourth Dynasty. The coffin must have originated from a later period. More recent research has dated the bones to the early Christian period..
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  Fig. 1.7. Northern view of chambers of the Mykerinos Pyramid.




   




  [image: ]





  Fig. 1.8. Western view of the chambers of the Mykerinos Pyramid.




   




  This begs the question: Why was someone buried in an Egyptian sarcophagus in the early Christian era?




  Many aspects of the construction of the burial chamber [Fig. 1.10] within the Mykerinos Pyramid remain a mystery. It is 6.6 meters long, 2.6 meters wide and 3.4 meters high, and is precisely oriented along the north-south axis, although it is buried deep in the rocky ground beneath the actual pyramid. The walls, the floor and the beveled ceiling consist of dark-brown granite that is particularly hard and heavy. The ceiling arches are formed by nine pairs of matching stone plates tipped toward each other, which were fitted from the bottom to top to form a rounded ceiling. This type of rounded granite ceiling is extremely unusual, particularly because the granite used can hardly be processed with iron and Egyptians of the day only had copper tools to accomplish this. How were the massive granite slabs, each weighing two to three tons, brought into position?
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  Fig. 1.9. Cross-section of the antechamber,  passage and burial chamber.
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  Fig. 1.10. Cross-section of the 2.6-meter-wide and 3.4-meter-high burial chamber. It has a granite beveled ceiling made of two to three tons of brown-pink granite slabs into which anchoring grooves have been cut on both sides with millimeter precision. Just how this dome was constructed remains a mystery.




   




  Since the burial chamber is built into sheer rock, there are only two possibilities: the slabs were either brought in through the passages in the upper portion or levered up from below. The lower edges of the plates in the rounded ceiling stretch nearly 1 meter above the chamber's side walls, and each is anchored in sockets cut into the rock. The granite slabs had to have been installed in pairs. If they were first inserted in the anchor sockets, then they had to have been raised together so that they could lean against each other. The ceiling excavation in the rock is very low. If the heavy granite slabs were brought directly through the passage to their final position, then it must be asked: How were they raised up over the 3-meter-deep excavated chamber to meet the adjoining stone slab? Both the space in the area of the ceiling and also in the chamber below were simply too small for the number of workers that would have been required for such a task. And why go through all the effort to begin with? What was the real purpose of such subterranean megalith structures?
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  Fig. 1.11. View from the small pyramid toward the east, overlooking the megalithic mortuary temple.
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  Fig 1.12. View toward the east, in the middle corridor of three. The types of stone used are easily seen: to the left, basalt; to the right, limestone; toward the back, red granite at the core of the temple.
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  Fig 1.13. The gigantic limestone block in the northern wall that weighs over 200 tons.




   




  On the eastern side of the Pyramid of Mykerinos, there once stood a mortuary temple, the remains of which can still be seen, including the corridor [Figs. 1.11 and 1.12]. There are also ruins made of giant limestone blocks, the largest of which is found on the northwestern corner of the temple and weighs over 200 tons [Fig. 1.13]. It is the heaviest block that has been found so far in Giza (Lehner 1974, 133). In his book Die aegyptischen Pyramiden (The Egyptian Pyramids), Karlheinz Schüssler, President of the German-Egyptian Association, asserts that the heaviest stone blocks are to be found in the ruins of the mortuary temple at the Pyramid of Chephren:




  "Because this temple has served for millennia as a stone quarry, very little of it remains. Only a few large foundation stones remain at the site. The fact that they were left behind, however, has less to do with the poor quality of the stone, than with their incredibly massive weight." (Schüssler 1983/1992, 230) [Author's translation. Original German quote can be found at the end of this book.]




  One example Schüssler names is a squarish-shaped block measuring roughly 6.2 x 6.8 x 4 meters, with a volume of around 170 cubic meters and weighing 425 tons.




   




  Pyramid of Chephren






   




  The Middle Pyramid




   




  Chephren and his brother, Djedefre, the oldest son of Cheops, have something interesting in common: they both bear the name of the sun god Re within their names. It is said that Djedefre, who became Pharaoh upon the death of his father (only to die just eight years later), espoused radically new religious views. He no longer recognized Horus and Khnum as the sole or highest gods, but by adding the sun god's name to his own, paid special reverence to the god Re. Egypt was apparently in a state of religious turmoil at the time. Unlike Djedefre, Chephren decided to build his pyramid right next to that of his father, as a geometric continuation of that structure: the extended northeast-southwest diagonal of the Cheops Pyramid is identical to that of the Chephren Pyramid.
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  Fig. 1.14. At the foot of the middle pyramid are found the remaining ruins of the former outercasing granite blocks. They are approximately 1.2 meters wide, 1.5 meters high and 2.5 meters long at the base.
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  Fig. 1.15. From this perspective, the parallel alignment and the precision of edges, surfaces and angles can be clearly seen.




   




  To build exactly and uncompromisingly true to this orientation required the leveling of an uneven, sloping plane that encompassed nearly 50 hectares. This was a mammoth task considering the massive rocks that had to be removed. This can best be seen on the western side of the Pyramid of Chephren. The rocky terrain was excavated there to a depth of 4.5 meters to enable the pyramid to stand completely even on all sides. Whoever built this pyramid was very skilled at leveling vast expanses of land. The Pyramid of Chephren is 215.5 meters wide and 143.5 meters tall. While it is 3.1 meters smaller than the Cheops Pyramid, the Chephren Pyramid sits on a level 10 meters higher and thus appears taller.




   




  The remains of the light Tura limestone encasement can still be seen at the peak of the pyramid [Figs. 1.14 and 1.15]. The outer casing blocks of pink granite forming the three bottommost layers were cut with the utmost precision. The other layers are made of limestone blocks that are 6 meters long and 1.8 meters high, and weigh 200 tons. There once stood a megalithic mortuary temple 13 meters from the east side of the Pyramid of Chephren, which was connected by a causeway to the Valley Temple situated near the Sphinx.
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  Fig. 1.16. Side view of the mortuary temple from the east.
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  Fig. 1.17. Partial view inside the mortuary temple with the gigantic limestone blocks described.
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  Fig. 1.18. The mortuary temple as seen from the steps of the pyramid.





   




  Not much remains of the mortuary temple, only a few limestone blocks of the foundation [Fig. 1.16]. They bear witness to the colossal structure that once stood there. One of the blocks is 6.2 x 6.8 meters in size and weighs around 425 tons! The heaviest building blocks ever found in Egypt are located in this complex. Based on the ruins, a reconstruction of the mortuary temple shows that it was 100 meters long and 45 meters wide. Just as in the Valley Temple, there were monolithic tetragonal columns and walls made of pink granite in the mortuary temple [Figs. 1.17 and 1.18].




  The upper section of the Pyramid of Chephren is made of blocks that weigh three tons, similar to those in the Cheops Pyramid. Due to the large difference in size between the giant blocks in the lower layers and the smaller ones found in the upper layers, an alternative theory has arisen from Mark Lehner (1974) stating that the Pyramid of Chephren was built in two different Pre-dynastic periods. The complexes consisting of the giant limestone blocks were constructed in the first phase, including the Sphinx, the Sphinx Temple, the Valley Temple, the Chephren mortuary temple, the lower portion of the Pyramid of Chephren and perhaps even the Cheops Pyramid and the Pyramid of Mykerinos.




  That was how they appeared in the First Age, the Nether Epoch. In the Second Age, the Epoch of the Horus-Kings, the Giza complex was renovated and further expanded: the pyramids were built upon the platform of Chephren, then the Mykerinos and Cheops pyramids were encased with granite and Tura limestone, and the weathered limestone walls of the Valley Temple were encased in granite as well.
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  Fig. 1.19. New chambers have also been discovered the middle pyramid. Large empty spaces/corridors were discovered and proven to exist in 1980 by the ARE and ECF beneath the pyramid and a hollow cavity was discovered beneath the corridor to the so-called unfinished chamber.
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  Fig. 1.20. The point where the two courses come together.




   




  The reshaping of the weathered Sphinx head may also have taken place during this phase. It is, however, also conceivable that the Pyramid of Chephren was built within a single epoch. Perhaps first the massive foundation with its 200-ton block was built, upon which the rest of the pyramid was constructed with small building blocks. According to this scenario, the three pyramids and the Sphinx were built in the First Age and connected with the subterranean complexes. Then the granite encasements, temple complexes and long passageways were all added in the Second Age. This latter scenario also corresponds to our view.




   




  Underground Chambers




   




  The Pyramid of Chephren can be entered through two separate entrance shafts built parallel, one above the other [Figs. 1.19 and 1.20]. The lower entrance begins 2.6 meters beyond the pyramid on the plateau level and leads directly through the rock to a chamber. It is an incomplete burial chamber according to conventional wisdom [Fig. 1.21]. Initially planned was a much smaller pyramid, the peak of which would have risen above this chamber. Then plans were made for a considerably larger structure, which was to be an exact continuation of the diagonal orientation of the Cheops Pyramid. That is why the burial chamber was moved to lie beneath the peak of the  new pyramid.
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  Fig. 1.21. According to conventional wisdom, this chamber remains unfinished.
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  Fig. 1.22. The new burial chamber, otherwise known as the grave chamber.





   




  The original shaft through the rock is just 1 meter wide and 1.1 meters high. How was the sarcophagus supposed to have been transported through this narrow shaft? Were the priests supposed to have crawled through on their hands and knees, dragging the mummy behind them? The second shaft is equally narrow, until just before it reaches the new burial chamber [Fig. 1.22], which is 1 meter wide by 1.2 meters high. The chamber itself, which is hewed from stone from floor to ceiling, is 14.2 meters long, 5 meters wide and peaks at 6.8 meters high. The pointed ceiling consists of thick limestone plates rising up from the side walls, meeting in the middle of the room and leaning against each other in counterweight (each weighing around 15 tons). The entire 2.2-million-cubic-meter pyramid was built around this chamber, weighing a total of 5 million tons. This pitched roof chamber bears the entire weight and has even survived earthquakes through the ages.




   




  The Tomb of Chephren




  


  Up to the height of its ceiling, this chamber sinks around 5 meters into the solid rock beneath it. The ceiling, which is comprised of tilted limestone slabs, is situated just about ground level, which places it slightly within the body of the pyramid. To date no other chamber has been found in the pyramid structure itself, unlike the chambers that have been found in the smaller pyramid.




  It is assumed that the sarcophagus [Fig 1.23] was lowered by cable into the burial chamber through a shaft from outside. This is evidenced by the upper entrance [Fig. 1.24], which begins at the twelfth layer on the face of the pyramid and then slopes down into the stony depths. It stands to reason that the twelve lowermost layers were built first.
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  Fig. 1.23. The red granite sarcophagus.





  





  [image: ]





  Fig. 1.24. Entrance to the tomb.
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  Fig. 1.25. Overview of the tomb.





  





  Around 4 meters beneath the surface, the shaft continues horizontally until it reaches the burial chamber, which is rectangular in shape. Running along the narrow western end of the chamber is a monolithic pink granite coffer, measuring 2.7 x 1.1 x 1.0 meters, inset into the rock floor. Giovanni Battista Belzoni discovered the entrance and chamber in 1818 and found a great deal of debris and some bones. Later research showed that these bones were from a bull.




  There once stood a megalithic mortuary temple located 13 meters from the east side of the Pyramid of Chephren, which was connected by a causeway to the Valley Temple situated near the Sphinx. Not much remains of the mortuary temple, only a few limestone blocks of the core foundation. They bear witness to the colossal structure that once stood there. One of the blocks is 6.2 x 6.8 x 4 meters in size and weighs around 425 tons! The heaviest building blocks that have ever been found in Egypt were used in this complex. Based on the ruins, a reconstruction of the mortuary temple shows that it was 110 meters long and 45 meters wide. Just as in the Valley Temple, there were monolithic tetragonal columns and walls made of pink granite in the mortuary temple.
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