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NO STANDING STILL



(FOR SILVER SURFERS!)


ARE YOU READY, DREAMERS?


There is a way through the clouds to change the world.


God is still moving. Let’s go with Him. It is now or never.


The following life stories in miniature are about those in Scripture who made a difference to their world when age might have forced them to think of taking a back seat.


They were in their swinging sixties, suave seventies, creative eighties and even nudging nineties but they didn’t stand still. God had not finished with them.


He has not finished with us either. We might be called elderly pensioners, senior citizens, golden oldies, prune faced wrinklies or silver surfers but it does not matter one iota. So let us encourage ourselves by reading of those who did not want to play games.


God is not limited by our limitations and nothing fazes Him. Strangely, He actually chooses those who are weak and have infirmities. 1 Corinthians 1:27 ‘God has chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God has chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty.’ (KJV)


So you see there is a purpose in Him using those who are weak at the knees and wear hearing aids, etc., etc. It is solely to bring glory to His Name. He is honoured.


These men and women of faith continued, persevered and endured in spite of hindrances and set backs. They had seen life and continued steadfastly, done it and been there but did not buy the T-shirt. It didn’t fit. I like to think that all of them would have been at the cutting edge of technology with i-pads, tablets, smart phones and all the newest gadgets yet to be brought to the surface and click with one finger.


We can approach life in two ways – 1.Protect it 2.Pursue it. The voice of safety says, ‘Build a fire in the hearth and stay in where it is warm.’ But the voice of adventure says, ‘Build a fire in your soul, then go out and pursue your passion.’


Asked why he began studying Greek at age 94, Oliver Wendell Holmes replied, ‘Well, my good sir, it is now or never!’










This book is dedicated to the One God, my Lord and my Friend. It was He who gave me life and has kept me and strengthened me and will go on doing it until I see Him face to face.





It is also my delight to dedicate it to Simon who would never dream of standing still even at the cutting edge of technology to which he has constantly tried to lead me.





If you happen to be reading this book it is not by chance that you have picked it up. It is because the Lord Himself means to bless you, so take courage. He has loved you and means to increase and prosper you whatever age you are.





(All quotes are taken from the King James Version of the Bible unless otherwise stated)
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NAOMI



Ruth.3:18 ‘Then Naomi said, Sit still, my daughter, until you know how the matter will fall out; for the man will not be in rest until he has finished the thing this day.’


We read about Naomi in the book called Ruth and the story starts with a lonely cry from the heart of this elderly woman. ‘I am too old to have a husband!’ she says. There is no familiar ring about it in our society today. No one seems to take age into account. How old is too old? Romance and passionate love is everlasting and surface at the strangest of times.


But it appears later that this sweet, kind woman, who had attracted the love of her daughter-in-law, did not really want a husband. She wanted the line kept, the name saved for posterity and that was the basis for all the weeping at the beginning of the story.


God, however, had arranged it all. He had prepared everything in advance. He had eliminated the middle man or the middle men and there was a great plan in process involving the main figure, Naomi. It was not Ruth but Naomi, the elder, calling herself too old. We will find out the purpose of all this at the end of this precious and most beautiful of early Biblical and historical love stories.


The Judges were ruling at the time and the last verse of the Book of Judges reads ‘Every man did that which was right in his own eyes.’ (Judges 21:25) There was no King so this meant that Naomi was not obliged to ask for wisdom in her decisions to travel or a need to go to the head of the tribe.


It may be that this background in her decision making had quite a lot to do with the emergence of famine in the land and a lack of nourishment might have helped to precipitate the early deaths of the men in the family.


These were Moabites and Naomi had married one. They were a people who began as the son of Lot by his elder daughter. The Moabites were not to be received into Israel. They were a rebellious crowd and were eventually conquered by King David.


Naomi decided she would go home and it was to Bethlehem-Judah she planned to go and the name means a place of food or provision. Here we arrive suddenly upon one of the loveliest verses in the whole story. Ruth’s love of Naomi as her daughter-in-law is paramount to all that proceeded. She had made up her mind to go with her and she says, ‘Entreat me neither to leave you nor to return from following after you. Wherever you go, I will go; and where you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God, my God: where you die, I will die, and there will I be buried: the Lord do so to me and more also, if ought but death part you and me.’ What commitment!


Ruth was not going to leave this woman she loved to an uncertain and perhaps dangerous journey and an unknown future and she would do this even though there was no hope of a future husband. They had been together for ten years at least and she had a very real sense of family needs. Naomi was her home and her background. They had also been through years of grief together. It would break her heart to be sent away or left behind. These were words of great passion and passion is attractive. It is the voice of leadership and it can’t be denied. It is the criteria of the people who make the home and not the surrounding walls; the remembrance of shared experiences and supporting one another through them; working together or just being together. It is the fact of knowing certain people more intimately and in the same circumstances that makes a home a family and gives security. Ruth had learned the value of it through her mother-in-law. They kept losing other members of the family and facing a famine situation but they still had each other.


So an elderly woman decided to make a journey. It is still a hazardous decision even with a younger woman as a companion. Neither of them seem to realise at the beginning that everything had been planned by God; past, present and future. So faith and courage played an integral part.


It now begins to become a romantic love story. It was a love story from the beginning with the deep, heartfelt care between mother and daughter-in-law. Now, however, God moves between Ruth and Boaz in the mysterious secret way of all true love attachments.


Ruth, in simple obedience, a stranger from a foreign land, a refugee, enters, as she is told to do, into the grounds belonging to her mother-in-law’s kinsman.


Derek Prince has written a book called ‘God is a Matchmaker’. He describes how all through the Bible we find God bringing the woman to the man. This is His normal way of fulfilling His purposes. The man waits God’s time until the woman of His choice arrives!


Abraham knew this principle and sent his servant to fetch the right woman for his son and the woman, Rebekah, travelled willingly back. (Genesis 24)


Ruth’s husband died. He is a man called Mahlon, meaning mild, calm; the eldest of Naomi’s sons and he is the kind of man, accepting everything, and perhaps easily led.


When they arrive Naomi must, at this point have realised that the life she originally thought was wasted, suddenly had a purpose. She called herself Mara or the bitter one but life for her, as well as for Ruth begins to change and take on tremendous meaning. Ruth is noted by the man who owns the field where she goes to work and is given help and encouragement. Naomi is not slow to grasp the implications of his favour toward her daughter-law. She is the one with wisdom and the knowledge of protocol. She has the connections necessary to forward the association and she has the clout. She is well-known in the village. An unknown widow-girl could not have arrived there alone and become immediately respected.


Naomi secretly yearned for progeny. In Exodus chapter 1 and verse 21, speaking of the houses that God would build for the midwives when they saved the Israelite male children, He meant homes for them, families and a dynasty. God was arranging their future generations.


So life became exciting for Naomi. She let the past go. What had been her whole life was now put aside and fresh vision taken up. She was able to grasp hold of circumstances and move forward. It had broken her heart that she could not have arranged more children for her daughter-in-law and she had also waited patiently for ten years for grandchildren.


In spite of famine there must have been the opportunity to stay where she was known and quietly gone on to an embittered old age, regretting the past and with no hope for the future. But she had already made the sacrifice by moving. She had taken the first step by faith and now her secret longings were to be revealed as God’s own creative desires. And here was the man that God had chosen.


She grasped the next stage of the plan. Why the whole village did not move from an area of famine to a land of plenty, or even the one other daughter-in-law, remains a mystery. They had heard of the provision but did not respond. Naomi did and it must have warmed the Father’s heart.


When God puts into our hearts to really want something it is His creative energy at work but sooner or later, action has to follow. Whatever age we are we must keep growing. Whatever burns within, we must pay the price it costs to fulfil our potential no matter how much effort or how many years it takes and take a step beyond our comfort zone. It is our prerogative. We must make the decision.
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