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            INTRODUCTION

         

         What is it about the Royal Family that attracts so much attention from people all over the world? Why do we want – or need – to know how tall the Queen is, whether Kate is taller than Meghan (see Heights), who Archie Mountbatten-Windsor’s godparents are, how rich Prince Charles is, how many of the Queen’s children are divorced or who owns Buckingham Palace? The questions are endless as public interest in the British Royal Family is inexhaustible.

         Prince William’s marriage to Kate Middleton (the couple now being known as the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge) and the subsequent births of their three children, George, Charlotte and Louis, still account for acres of newsprint, while Prince Harry’s wedding to the American divorcee Meghan Markle (upon which they became the Duke and Duchess of Sussex) was seen by hundreds of millions of people on television. Their controversial retirement from royal duties and their decision to move to Canada with their young son, Archie, provided headlines and follow-up stories in almost every country in the world. The Sussexes attended their last official royal viiiduty in March 2020 at a Commonwealth Day service in Westminster Abbey, where they were relegated to seats in the second row of the congregation, behind the Queen, the Prince of Wales, the Duchess of Cornwall and the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge.

         The scandal that was caused by the Duke of York’s unfortunate friendship with an American billionaire who was convicted of sexual offences and who was subsequently found dead in his prison cell virtually ended the Duke’s career and was widely covered on both sides of the Atlantic. On a happier note, the marriage of his daughter, Eugenie, in 2018 received favourable (if slightly muted) coverage in the British media. The Duke’s elder daughter, Beatrice, had planned her wedding to Edoardo Mapelli Mozzi for 29 May 2020, but it had to be revised because of the outbreak of the coronavirus pandemic.

         Every detail of whatever the Royals do, wear, eat and drink is avidly consumed; it is a never-ending soap opera with a cast of characters who may be straight out of the top drawer but whose behaviour occasionally matches those in EastEnders or Coronation Street.

         When Zara Phillips, daughter of the Princess Royal, appeared with a stud showing through her pierced tongue (and another in her navel), it made headlines for days and the pictures sold all over the world, while speculation about the wealth of the Windsors provides endless stories in newspapers and magazines. And with the advent of mass communication through social media – even the Queen now has an encrypted mobile phone and has learnt how to text – the stream of information is non-stop.

         During the Queen’s reign, a succession of Royals has emerged to ixcapture the public’s attention, with each generation developing its own particular newsworthy magic. When Prince Charles married the glamorous Lady Diana Spencer in 1981, she eclipsed him – and the rest of the Royal Family – almost overnight and became the most famous and photographed woman in the world. Her tragic death in 1997 focused another spotlight on royalty that has yet to be dimmed.

         It’s all grist to the mill for both the media and the public, and the smallest nugget of information is avidly devoured. The details in the following pages are entirely factual with nothing fictionalised. So, everything you have ever wanted to know about the Royal Family is here – along with a few items you may not have even known you wanted to know. x

      

   


   
      
         
1
            THE ROYAL FAMILY

         

         
            THE QUEEN

            title: Her Most Excellent Majesty Elizabeth the Second, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and of Her Other Realms and Territories Queen, Head of the Commonwealth, Defender of the Faith

            name: Elizabeth Alexandra Mary

            date of birth: 21 April 1926

            parents: King George VI and Queen Elizabeth

            sister: Princess Margaret Rose (21 August 1930 – 9 February 2002)

            husband: His Royal Highness, Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh

            married: 20 November 1947, Westminster Abbey

            acceded to the throne: 6 February 1952

            children: HRH The Prince of Wales (14 November 1948) – Charles Philip Arthur George | HRH The Princess Royal (15 August 1950) – Anne Elizabeth Alice Louise | HRH The Duke of York (19 February 1960) – Andrew Albert Christian Edward | HRH The Earl of Wessex (10 March 1964) – Edward Antony Richard Louis 2

         

         
            [image: ]

         

         [image: ] Queen Elizabeth II is the forty-second Monarch of England but only its sixth Queen Regnant.

         Her coronation took place in Westminster Abbey on 2 June 1953.

         As Princess Elizabeth, she first rode on the London Underground in 1939 when she was thirteen and did not travel by bus until she was nineteen.

         In 1940, at the age of fourteen, she made her first broadcast.

         In 1942, when she was sixteen, she took the salute for the first time as Colonel of the Grenadier Guards. In 1944, she was appointed a Counsellor of State. In 1945, she joined the Auxiliary Territorial Service (ATS) as a junior officer, but her father, King George VI, refused to allow her to sleep in the Officers’ Mess and ordered her to return every night to Windsor Castle.

         In 1947, on the morning of her wedding, a minor catastrophe was feared when the bride’s bouquet could not be found. Eventually all was well when it was discovered in a refrigerator where a well-meaning footman had placed it.

         Among her pioneering journeys was her first transatlantic flight to Canada in a BOAC airliner in 1951 in spite of warnings that it might be too dangerous.

         
            [image: ]

         

         
            HRH THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH

            title: His Royal Highness, the Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, Earl of Merioneth and Baron Greenwich

            date of birth: 10 June 1921

            place of birth: Corfu, Greece

            marriage: 20 November 1947, Westminster Abbey

            children: Charles, Anne, Andrew, Edward 3

            service rank: Admiral of the Fleet, Royal Navy

            honours: Knight of the Garter (KG 1947) | Knight of the Thistle (KT 1952) | Privy Councillor (PC 1951) | Order of Merit (OM 1968) | Knight Grand Cross of the Order of the British Empire (GBE 2017) | Grand Master and First and Principal Knight Grand Cross of the Royal Victorian Order (GCVO 1953)

         

         
            [image: ]

         

         [image: ] Prince Philip of Greece, although he claims not to have a single drop of Greek blood in his veins, was born on the dining table of his parents’ home, Mon Repos, on the Greek island of Corfu.

         His father was Prince Andrew of Greece, a son of King George I of The Hellenes, who was, in fact, Danish.

         Prince Philip’s surname, which he never used, was Schleswig-Holstein-Sonderburg-Glucksberg.

         Prince Philip and the Queen are third cousins as direct descendants of Queen Victoria.

         Before he married Princess Elizabeth in 1947, Philip renounced his Greek citizenship and title and changed his religion from Greek Orthodox to Anglican. He also became a Freemason but was never an active member.

         At the time of the wedding, King George VI allowed his new son-in-law to be styled HRH and also made him a Knight of the Garter, but a week later than his wife to remind him of her superior standing.

         The Queen has showered her husband with honours, creating him a Prince of the United Kingdom in 1957 and, in 1968, as a forty-seventh birthday present, she awarded him the Order of Merit.
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            HRH THE PRINCE OF WALES

            title: His Royal Highness, The Prince of Wales, Earl of Chester, Duke of Cornwall, Duke of Rothesay, Earl of Carrick, Baron of Renfrew, Lord of the Isles, Prince and Great Steward of Scotland

            date of birth: 14 November 1948, Buckingham Palace

            christening: 15 December 1948, the Music Room, Buckingham Palace

            name: Charles Philip Arthur George

            honours: Knight of the Garter (this Honour was granted automatically when Charles became Prince of Wales in 1958, but his installation did not take place until 1968) | Knight of the Thistle (KT 1977) | Knight Grand Cross of the Order of the Bath (GCB 1975) | Order of Merit (OM 2002) | Privy Councillor (PC 1977) | Aide-de-Camp (ADC 1973)

            medals: Coronation Medal (1953) | Silver Jubilee Medal (1977) | Golden Jubilee Medal (2002) | Diamond Jubilee Medal (2012)

            marriage: (1) Lady Diana Spencer, 29 July 1981, dissolved 28 August 1996 | (2) Mrs Camilla Parker Bowles, 9 April 2005

            children: Prince William of Wales, Duke of Cambridge, 21 June 1982 | Prince Henry (Harry) of Wales, Duke of Sussex, 15 September 1984

            homes: Clarence House, Highgrove, Birkhall

         

         
            [image: ]

         

         [image: ] On the accession of his mother as Elizabeth II in 1952, Prince Charles became Heir Apparent and Duke of Cornwall. At the same time, he inherited his Scottish titles.

         Charles was educated at Hill House School in London, then Cheam 5Preparatory School in Berkshire, before going to his father’s old public school, Gordonstoun (which he hated, even though they made him Head Boy). After A-levels he went up to Trinity College, Cambridge, from where he graduated with a 2.1 degree in Archaeology, Anthropology and History. He spent a term at the University of Wales, Aberystwyth, learning Welsh, before his Investiture as Prince of Wales took place in Caernarvon Castle on 1 July 1969.

         Between 1969 and 1977, Charles pursued a career in the Armed Forces, first of all serving in the RAF, where he qualified for his ‘wings’ as a pilot, before joining the Royal Navy where he eventually commanded his own ship, HMS Bronington.

         When he was appointed Colonel-in-Chief of the Parachute Regiment, he successfully completed a parachute course and was awarded his ‘brevet’.

         His first marriage to Lady Diana Spencer in 1981 was seen by a worldwide television audience estimated to be over 500 million. They divorced on 28 August 1996 and Diana, Princess of Wales, was killed in a car crash in Paris on 31 August 1997.

         His second marriage to Mrs Camilla Parker Bowles (now Duchess of Cornwall) was a civil ceremony and took place in the Guildhall, Windsor, on 9 April 2005, followed by a blessing by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams, in St George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle.

         Prince Charles is now associated with over 400 civilian and military organisations including The Bible Society, The Dry-Stone Walling Society, Beaufort Polo Club and Glamorgan County Cricket Club.

         
            [image: ]

         

         HRH THE DUCHESS OF CORNWALL, GCVO, CSM, PC

         Born Camilla Rosemary Shand on 17 July 1947 at King’s College Hospital, London, the Duchess is the eldest of three children, with 6a sister, Annabel Elliot (née Shand) and a brother, Mark Shand, who died in 2014. Their father was Major Bruce Shand, who died in June 2006.

         
            [image: ]

         

         [image: ] The Duchess’s first marriage was to Brigadier Andrew Parker Bowles of the Blues and Royals, on 4 July 1973, at the Guards Chapel, Wellington Barracks. A Roman Catholic priest conducted the service as the groom was a Catholic, but Camilla was never required to convert. She remained an Anglican.

         Two children – Thomas Henry (Tom) (1974), and Laura Rose (now Mrs Lopes) (1978) – were born and the marriage was dissolved in 1995.

         The Prince of Wales and Mrs Parker Bowles were married in a civil ceremony on 9 April 2005 at The Guildhall, Windsor, followed by a service of Prayer and Dedication in St George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle, conducted by Dr Rowan Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury, and afterwards the Queen gave a reception for the couple.

         At the time of the marriage, it was announced that Prince Charles’s wife would be known as the Duchess of Cornwall, one of his subsidiary titles, not the Princess of Wales, to which she is legally entitled. She is known in Scotland as the Duchess of Rothesay and another of her titles is Countess of Chester. At the same time, an announcement was made that when Prince Charles becomes King, his wife would be known as Princess Consort. However, it is widely believed that Camilla will be crowned Queen alongside her husband.

         Her Royal Highness is involved with a number of charities, including the Osteoporosis Society, of which she is Patron, and she is also associated with several regiments and other military units.

         
            [image: ]

         

         
            
7HRH PRINCE WILLIAM OF WALES, DUKE OF CAMBRIDGE, KG, KT, PC, ADC

            name: William Arthur Philip Louis

            honours: Royal Knight Companion of the Order of the Garter (2008) | Knight of the Most Noble Order of the Thistle (2012) | Privy Councillor (2016) | Aide-de-Camp (2013)

            date of birth: 21 June 1982, Lindo Wing, St Mary’s Hospital, Paddington, London

            christening: 4 August 1982, Music Room, Buckingham Palace

            godparents: King Constantine of The Hellenes, Sir Laurens van der Post, Lord Romsey, Princess Alexandra, The Duchess of Westminster, Lady Susan Hussey

            marriage: Prince William married Catherine (Kate) Elizabeth Middleton (born 9 January 1982 at the Royal Berkshire Hospital) on 29 April 2011 at Westminster Abbey. The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams, officiated. The Queen awarded William the titles of Duke of Cambridge, Earl of Strathearn (Scotland) and Baron Carrickfergus (Northern Ireland) on the same day.

            children: Prince George of Cambridge, 22 July 2013 | Princess Charlotte of Cambridge, 2 May 2015 | Prince Louis of Cambridge, 23 April 2018 (see Christenings)
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         [image: ] When William was born to Charles and Diana in 1982, he was the first child born to a Prince of Wales since 1905, when the future King George V, the Queen’s grandfather, and his wife, Princess May of Teck (later Queen Mary), had the last of their six children, Prince John, who died at the age of fourteen.

         William was born at 9.03 p.m. on 21 June 1982 and weighed in at 87lbs 1½oz. The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Robert Runcie, officiated at his christening.

         His education began at Mrs Jane Mynors’ Nursery School in London, followed by Wetherby School, also in the capital. Then in September 1990, William attended Ludgrove School in Berkshire where he remained until 5 July 1995. Passing his Common Entrance examination, he became a pupil at Eton, at the insistence of the Queen and his mother, who did not want him to go to Gordonstoun. During his time at Eton, William would join his grandmother at Windsor Castle on Sunday afternoons where she gave him informal instruction in constitutional monarchy.

         William was fifteen years old when his mother, Diana, Princess of Wales, died in 1997, and he and his younger brother, Harry, walked in the funeral procession with his grandfather, the Duke of Edinburgh, his father and his uncle Charles, Earl Spencer, to Westminster Abbey.

         Before going to St Andrews University in Fife, where he graduated with a 2.1 degree in Geography, he took a gap year travelling in Belize, Chile and Africa.

         Leaving St Andrews, William was enrolled as an officer cadet at Sandhurst after passing the Regulations Commissions Board in October 2005, and in December 2006, he was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the Household Cavalry (the Blues and Royals), the regiment of which his aunt, the Princess Royal, is Colonel-in-Chief. William was promoted to Lieutenant in December 2007 and, as part of his ongoing training as future Sovereign, he underwent an intensive flying course with the RAF, being awarded his pilot’s ‘wings’ on 11 April 2008. In the RAF, he was known as Flight Lieutenant William Wales. He also trained to be a Search and Rescue helicopter pilot, while still retaining 9his commission in the regular Army, but now devotes all his time to public duties.

         
            [image: ]

         

         
            HRH THE DUCHESS OF CAMBRIDGE, GCVO

            name: Catherine Elizabeth Middleton

            born: 9 January 1982 at Royal Berkshire Hospital, Reading

            christening: 20 June 1982, St Andrews Church, Bradfield, Berkshire

            parents: Michael Middleton and Carole Middleton (née Goldsmith)

            siblings: One sister, Philippa (Pippa) Charlotte (now Mrs Matthews, married 2017); one brother, James William

         

         
            [image: ]

         

         [image: ] Catherine (always known as Kate) attended Marlborough College and St Andrews University, where she obtained a 2:1 MA degree in History of Art.

         It was while she was at St Andrews that she met Prince William as they were both living in student accommodation at St Salvator’s Hall. It is also said that she attracted his attention when she appeared in a charity fashion show (in a lacy, see-through dress) in 2002.

         The couple became engaged while they were in Kenya in October 2010 and were married in Westminster Abbey on 29 April 2011, which happened to be St Catherine’s Day.

         Before Catherine joined the Royal Family she worked as an accessories buyer for the clothing chain Jigsaw, and also with her parents’ company, Party Pieces, which is now estimated to be worth around £30 million.

         10William and Catherine have three children, George, Charlotte and Louis (see Christenings).
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            PRINCE HENRY (HARRY) OF WALES, DUKE OF SUSSEX, KCVO, ADC

            name: Henry Charles Albert David

            honours: Royal Knight Commander of the Royal Victorian Order (2015) | Aide-de-Camp (2018)

            date of birth: 15 September 1984, Lindo Wing, St Mary’s Hospital, Paddington, London

            christening: 21 December 1984, St George’s Chapel, Windsor

            godparents: Prince Andrew (now Duke of York), Lady Sarah Armstrong Jones (now Lady Sarah Chatto), Lady Cecce Vestey, Mrs William Bartholomew (formerly Caroline Pride), Mr Bryan Organ

            marriage: Prince Harry married Meghan Markle, an American divorcee, in St George’s Chapel at Windsor Castle on 19 May 2018. The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Justin Welby, conducted the ceremony. The Queen bestowed the titles of Duke of Sussex, Earl of Dumbarton (Scotland) and Baron Kilheel (Northern Ireland) upon Harry, making Meghan a Duchess, a Countess and a Baroness. In December 2019, it was announced that the couple would not fulfil any royal duties after spring 2020 and that they were going to live part-time in Canada.

            children: The couple have one son, Archie (Archie Harrison Mountbatten-Windsor), born 6 May 2019. He was christened by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Justin Welby, on 6 July 2019 in the Private Chapel at Windsor Castle (see Christenings). Archie 11is seventh in the Line of Succession to the Throne and the highest placed ‘commoner’ in the Line. However, he will eventually succeed to his father’s titles, making him Duke of Sussex, Earl of Dumbarton and Baron Kilheel.
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         [image: ] Prince Henry, known to everyone, including all the Royal Family, as Harry, was born third in Line of Succession to the Throne, but when his brother married and had children, they took precedence and he moved down the line to his present position as sixth in line.

         His early education followed exactly that of his brother, William: Mrs Mynors’ Nursery, Wetherby and Eton, where he gained A-levels in Art and Geography.

         To mark his eighteenth birthday in 2002, the Queen gave him his own Coat of Arms.

         His gap year was spent in Australia and Africa and, in May 2005, having passed the Regular Commissions Board (RCB) in September the previous year, Harry entered the Royal Military Academy at Sandhurst. On 12 April 2006, he was commissioned into the Household Cavalry, and saw action in Afghanistan for two months until early 2008. He trained as a helicopter pilot with the Army Air Corps and, while continuing his military career, he is also associated with a number of charities including one that supports children orphaned by AIDS in Lesotho, where he spent part of his gap year.

         
            [image: ]

         

         
            THE DUCHESS OF SUSSEX

            name: Rachel Meghan Markle

            date of birth: 4 August 1981, Los Angeles, USA 12

            parents: Thomas Markle (born 18 July 1944 in Newport, Pennsylvania) and Doria Ragland (born 2 September 1956 in Cleveland, Ohio), who married in 1979 and divorced in 1987.

            previous marriage: Meghan’s first marriage was to Trevor Engleson in 2011. They divorced in 2013.

         

         
            [image: ]

         

         [image: ] Meghan (as she is still known) was an established actress in a successful television series, Suits, in Canada, before she met Prince Harry. However, she was little known in other parts of the world, particularly in the United Kingdom, where few people had seen the series. On her engagement and subsequent marriage to Harry, she immediately became a world figure, with her efforts to help people in under-developed countries raising her profile considerably. On their retirement from royal duties, Meghan and Harry have stated that their intention is to concentrate on their various charitable causes and also to establish a financially independent life for themselves and their young son.
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            HRH THE DUKE OF YORK, KG, GCVO, ADC

            name: Andrew Albert Christian Edward

            honours: Royal Knight of the Most Noble Order of the Garter (2006) | Knight Grand Cross of the Royal Victorian Order (2012) | Aide-de-Camp (1984)

            date of birth: 19 February 1960, Buckingham Palace

            medals and decorations: Silver Jubilee Medal (1977) | South Atlantic Medal (1982) | Golden Jubilee Medal (2002) | Diamond Jubilee Medal (2012) 13

            marriage: Miss Sarah Ferguson, 23 July 1986, Westminster Abbey; dissolved May 1996

         

         WHEN PRINCE ANDREW WAS born in 1960, he was the first child born to a reigning Monarch in 103 years; Princess Beatrice, daughter of Queen Victoria, had previously been born in April 1857.

         A governess at home taught Andrew initially, and then when he was eight, he was sent to Heatherdown Preparatory School in Ascot, where he remained until he was thirteen. At that time, he was enrolled at Gordonstoun, just like his older brother and father.

         He passed his O-level examinations and, to broaden his outlook, he travelled to Canada in 1977, completing two terms at Lakefield College in Ontario.

         Back at Gordonstoun for his A-levels, Andrew passed in four subjects and then travelled to France and Germany to improve his languages.

         The Royal Navy was always going to be his choice of service for a career and he followed his father to the Royal Naval College at Dartmouth until he was commissioned in 1980, serving for twenty-two years as a helicopter pilot before he left to become the UK’s Special Representative for International Trade and Investment. During his naval career, Andrew saw active service in the Falklands in 1982, flying a Sea King helicopter from HMS Invincible.

         
            [image: ]

         

         [image: ] On 19 March 1986, Prince Andrew became engaged to Sarah Ferguson (born 15 October 1959), the second daughter of Major Ronald Ferguson and Susan, the late Mrs Hector Barrantes. They were married 14in Westminster Abbey on 23 July 1986 and, at the time of their marriage, Andrew was created Duke of York, with his wife becoming Duchess.

         Two daughters, Beatrice Elizabeth Mary (8 August 1988) and Eugenie Victoria Helena (23 May 1990), were born, both at the Portland Hospital in London. (Princess Eugenie married Jack Brooksbank on 12 October 2018 in St George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle, and the couple now live in an apartment in Kensington Palace. Princess Beatrice was scheduled to marry a British property developer, Edoardo Mapelli Mozzi, at the Chapel Royal, St James’s Palace, on 29 May 2020. The bridegroom is heir to several Italian titles, which are not recognised in Britain, but they will make Beatrice an Italian Countess on her marriage.) In May 1996, Andrew and Sarah divorced. Neither has yet remarried. At the time of the divorce, the Queen announced that Sarah would not retain her style of Her Royal Highness. She is known simply as the Duchess of York.

         The Duke of York no longer carries out public duties owing to his links to a convicted American billionaire. His Royal Highness is passionate about golf and sailing and he has retained his interest in flying as President of the Royal Aero Club of Great Britain since 1982.

         His current home is Royal Lodge, Windsor, a residence he has occupied since the death of the former tenant, his grandmother, Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother.

         
            [image: ]

         

         
            HRH PRINCE EDWARD, EARL OF WESSEX, KG, GCVO, ADC

            name: Edward Antony Richard Louis

            honours: Royal Knight of the Most Noble Order of the Garter 15(2006) | Knight Grand Cross of the Royal Victorian Order (2011) | Aide-de-Camp (2004)

            date of birth: 10 March 1964, Buckingham Palace

            medals and decorations: Silver Jubilee Medal (1977) | Golden Jubilee Medal (2002) | Diamond Jubilee Medal (2012)

            marriage: Miss Sophie Rhys-Jones, 19 June 1999, Westminster Abbey

         

         HRH PRINCE EDWARD WAS christened in the Private Chapel at Windsor Castle and his early life followed that of his siblings. He underwent private tuition until he was seven when he went to Gibbs Pre-Preparatory School in Kensington and then on to Heatherdown in Ascot in 1972.

         1977 saw him being enrolled at Gordonstoun, where he was elected Guardian (Head Boy) for his final term. He was successful in his A-levels in History, English Literature, Economics and Political Studies. Edward left Gordonstoun in 1982 and travelled to New Zealand, where he taught for two terms at the Collegiate School in Wanganui.

         Returning to Britain, he became a student at Jesus College, Cambridge, leaving with a BA in 1986. It was while he was at Cambridge that he joined the Royal Marines as a University Cadet, but he failed to complete a Commando training course at Lympstone in Dorset and resigned from the Royal Marines.

         For nearly ten years he pursued a career in the theatre, working for Andrew (now Lord) Lloyd Webber and running his own production company, Ardent Productions. 16

         
            [image: ]

         

         [image: ] Prince Edward and Sophie Rhys-Jones announced their engagement on 6 January 1999 and were married at St George’s Chapel, Windsor that same year on 19 June.

         The Prince was created Earl of Wessex on his marriage, with his bride becoming HRH The Countess of Wessex. It was also announced at the same time that eventually Edward would become Duke of Edinburgh when the title once more reverts to the Crown.

         Sophie had been born in Oxford on 20 January 1965 and educated at Dulwich College Preparatory School and Kent College School for Girls, before embarking on a career in public relations.

         The couple have two children, Lady Louise, born 8 November 2003, and James, born 17 December 2007. James has been given his father’s subsidiary title of Viscount Severn.

         Both the Earl and the Countess are involved in royal duties, with Edward playing an active role in the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme. They also work on behalf of a number of charities and organisations, especially those concerned with young people, the arts and sport. Their home is the magnificent Bagshot Park, said to be one of the grandest of all royal residences.

         
            [image: ]

         

         
            HRH THE PRINCESS ROYAL, KG, KT, GCVO, GCSTJ, QSO

            title: Her Royal Highness The Princess Royal, Mrs Timothy Laurence

            name: Anne Elizabeth Alice Louise

            date of birth: 15 August 1950, Clarence House

            honours: Royal Knight of the Most Noble Order of the 17Garter (1994) | Knight of the Most Noble Order of the Thistle (2001) | Dame Grand Cross of the Royal Victorian Order (1974) | Dame Grand Cross of the Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of St John of Jerusalem (2009) | Extra Companion of the Queen’s Service Order (1990)

            marriage: (1) Mark Phillips, 14 November 1973, Westminster Abbey; dissolved April 1992 | (2) Timothy Laurence, 12 December 1992, Crathie Church, Balmoral

            children: Peter Mark Andrew Phillips, 15 November 1977 | Zara Anne Elizabeth Phillips, 15 May 1981

            medals and decorations: Coronation Medal (1953) | Silver Jubilee Medal (1977) | Golden Jubilee Medal (2002) | Diamond Jubilee Medal (2012)

         

         IF EVER A ROYAL princess could be said to have ushered in the second half of a century, it must surely be Princess Anne. She was born ten minutes before noon on 15 August 1950 and weighed in at exactly 6lbs.

         Within minutes, a bulletin was issued from Clarence House:

         
            Her Royal Highness the Princess Elizabeth, Duchess of Edinburgh, was safely delivered of a Princess at 11.50 a.m. today. Her Royal Highness and her daughter are doing well.

         

         Like her brothers before her, Anne began her education privately at Buckingham Palace (she was two when her mother acceded to the throne) and then she left to become a boarder at Benenden girls’ school in Kent. She made a personal decision not to go on 18to university and started her public career at the age of eighteen. In 1970, she became President of the Save the Children Fund, for whom she has worked continuously ever since.

         Princess Anne won the individual European Three-Day Event championship in 1971 and became the BBC Sports Personality of the Year. Competing as part of the British team in the European championships in Germany in 1975, she won silver medals both individually and in the team event. The Princess also took part in the 1976 Montreal Olympic Games, where she was severely concussed after her horse fell on the Cross Country Course.

         
            [image: ]

         

         [image: ] An expert and highly competitive horsewoman, she married a fellow equestrian, Lieutenant Mark Phillips of 1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards, at Westminster Abbey on 14 November 1973 and, four months later, an attempt was made by an armed man to kidnap her within sight of Buckingham Palace. She was unharmed, but her personal protection officer, James Beaton, was shot five times. He was awarded the George Cross for his bravery in preventing the kidnap attempt.

         The Princess and Mark Phillips had two children: Peter, born in 1977, followed by Zara in 1981.

         Zara has more than emulated her mother’s achievements by winning both the European and World Three-Day Event championships.

         Neither of the children has a title, on their mother’s insistence, although in 1987, she did accept the title of Princess Royal for herself.

         Princess Anne and Mark Phillips divorced in 1992, and a second marriage to one of her mother’s equerries, Tim Laurence, followed that same year. The couple live at Gatcombe Park in Gloucestershire.

         The Princess’s son, Peter Phillips, married a Canadian, Autumn  19 Kelly, in 2008 in St George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle. They have two children: Savannah Anne Kathleen, born 29 December 2010, and Isla Elizabeth, born 29 March 2012. In January 2020, the couple announced that they were to separate.

         
            [image: ]

         

         In 1986, the Princess succeeded the Duke of Edinburgh as President of the Fédération Equestre Internationale (FEI), a post she has since relinquished, and she is also an active President of the British Olympic Association. Riding for the Disabled is another of her interests and she has been their President since 1969.

         The Princess Royal is President or Patron of some 320 organisations, plus many military, Royal Air Force and naval units. Although she travels to many parts of the world supporting her charities, she does not court personal publicity; in her own words, ‘I do not do stunts.’ One of the volunteer workers at Save the Children said she has an air of confidence and caring – a rare combination in an increasingly cynical world. She also regularly tops the ‘league table’ in the number of royal duties carried out.

         
            DIANA, PRINCESS OF WALES (1961–97)

            name: Diana Frances Spencer

            date of birth: 1 July 1961, Park House, Sandringham Estate, Norfolk

            death: 31 August 1997, Paris

            marriage: 29 July 1981, St Paul’s Cathedral; dissolved 28 August 1996

            children: Prince William of Wales (William Arthur Philip 20Louis), 21 June 1982 | Prince Henry (Harry) of Wales (Henry Charles Albert David), 15 September 1984

         

         THE PRINCESS OF WALES was not royal by birth, although her family had descended from Henry VII.

         Diana was born on the Sandringham Estate on 1 July 1961 as her father, then Viscount Althorp, had rented Park House from the Queen to whom he was Equerry (1950–54), as he had been to her father King George VI (1950–52). Diana was the Honourable, not Lady, Diana Spencer, when she born; that title did not apply until her father succeeded to the Earldom in 1975, and the family moved to the stately home at Althorp in Northamptonshire.

         Diana had two older sisters, Sarah and Jane, and a younger brother, Charles. There was also another brother called John, born in 1960, who survived only ten hours.

         When Diana was just seven years old, her parents (her mother was the Hon Frances Roche, daughter of Baron Fermoy) divorced, with her father later marrying Raine, Countess of Dartmouth, the daughter of the novelist Barbara Cartland, and her mother marrying Peter Shand-Kydd.

         Diana began her education at Riddlesworth Preparatory School in Norfolk, until, in 1974, she was sent as a boarder to West Heath in Kent. Leaving in 1977, Diana followed the usual path of girls of her station, being despatched to a finishing school – Institute Alpin Videmanette in Rougemont, Switzerland – where she studied domestic science, typing and correspondence.

         Returning to Britain, she worked as an assistant teacher at the 21Young England Kindergarten School in Pimlico, London, where she was first photographed in a see-through skirt that was seen in newspapers throughout the world, as word of her involvement with the Prince of Wales became public knowledge.

         Once her engagement to Prince Charles had been announced, Diana moved into Clarence House under the protective wing of the Queen Mother and Diana’s grandmother, Lady Fermoy, one of Her Majesty’s Ladies-in-Waiting. The wedding took place on 29 July 1981, just a month after the bride’s twentieth birthday. Prince Charles was nearly twelve years older.

         
            [image: ]

         

         [image: ] In 1992, Diana and Charles’s marriage collapsed, followed by divorce in 1996 when Diana had the title of Her Royal Highness removed; henceforth, she was known simply as Diana, Princess of Wales.

         She continued her charitable works, concentrating on the homeless, disabled people and those suffering with HIV/AIDS and, in the year before her death, she campaigned vigorously for an end to the manufacture and use of land mines.

         Diana died in a car crash in a Paris underpass on 31 August 1997, along with Dodi Fayed, son of the owner of Harrods. Few events in British history have produced more scenes of national grief and bewilderment and the funeral was described as an inspiring combination of traditional ritual and informality, with royalty, statesmen and women from all over the world, film stars and showbusiness celebrities all anxious to mourn the young princess.

         Diana’s body was laid to rest at her childhood home, Althorp, on a peaceful and secluded island in the middle of a lake.
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