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Romani People:

It is with great admiration and profound respect that I dedicate this work to you, in recognition of your valuable cultural contribution to humanity. A sincere acknowledgment of your significance in music, dance, craftsmanship, and circus arts. This work is my heartfelt tribute to your rich and diverse culture, which has enchanted and inspired people around the world. My contribution aims to keep the Romani culture captivating and inspiring, ensuring that its history is not forgotten or diminished, and its traditions are always celebrated and preserved.

I extend a special gratitude to Professor Lucilene Sobreira for her unparalleled participation in the production of this book, as a collaborator, encourager, and reviewer. Her contribution was essential in making this work a reality. Lucilene Sobreira is a pedagogue, licensed in music, passionate about art, and a researcher of the therapeutic effects of music on human beings. She also possesses a unique skill as a textual reviser. Her extensive experience and knowledge enriched this book in an extraordinary way. Her valuable suggestions and tireless dedication were crucial in enhancing the content and ensuring its publication. I will be forever grateful for her dedication and care.

I cannot overlook the invaluable support of Rom Marckes and Mio Vacite, "in memoriam". Both contributed immensely, sharing their musical knowledge and assisting me in understanding Romani music. Their guidance and insights were essential for approaching this fascinating subject appropriately. I am immensely grateful for their generosity in sharing their time, knowledge, and passion for music. Without their support and guidance, this work would not be complete. Thank you very much.

I am also immensely grateful for all the support and encouragement received from Betô from Casa Shiva, an extraordinary individual who stands out as a great supporter, caregiver, and benefactor not only of the Romani culture but also of those in need. Known for his generosity in donating food baskets and providing assistance to those who need it most, his attention to the less fortunate is an inspiration to us all. His manufacturing of Romani skirts, among other initiatives, not only preserves and promotes Romani tradition, dance, and culture but also has a significant impact on the Romani community. In addition to his tireless dedication to preserving Romani roots, Betô from Casa Shiva demonstrates an admirable commitment to charity and solidarity. His efforts on behalf of the Romani community go beyond cultural preservation; he shows genuine empathy and care for people. His dedication to helping those in need is a shining example of how Romani culture can be a positive force in society. His inspiring journey positively impacts people's lives. A true example to follow.

With affection,

Mauro Calon
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Introduction

Dear reader,

The Romani Culture is a treasure that deserves to be celebrated and valued. Through their music, dance, craftsmanship, language, and traditions, the Romani people have enriched the world with their art and joy. Their culture is extremely rich and diverse, with influences from different peoples and regions acquired ove centuries. Their culture influences and is influenced by the cultural traditions of many countries. From mysterious origins, through different countries and continents, to the present day, the Romani culture has been a source of fascination and inspiration for those privileged to know it.

This book has been carefully crafted with the aim of bringing deeper knowledge and a better understanding of Romani culture, which is often the subject of misconceptions and unfounded stereotypes. In reading this, I invite you to look with great empathy and respect at the history of this people who gift us with such a fascinating culture.

The Romani people are known for their skills in various areas, including animal training, such as horses and dogs, especially for circus performances. The circus has a deep connection with Romani culture. By adopting a nomadic lifestyle and a rich cultural tradition, they found in the circus a way to express their unique identity and enchant the audience.

One of the striking characteristics of the Romani people is their ability to tell stories. Through their own language - Romani, Romani stories and legends have been transmitted orally, ensuring the transmission of wisdom and values within the community. These narratives are an essential part of Romani identity and reveal a deep connection between the past and the present. In this book, I bring some of these stories and share with the reader a glimpse of this rich Romani cultural universe.

In addition to stories, music is a fundamental artistic expression for the Romani people. With its captivating melodies and vibrant rhythms, Romani music emotionally transports those who listen to a world of intense emotions. From traditional songs, through flamenco to contemporary influences, Romani music is a celebration of life and passion. In this book, I also intend to explore the importance of music in Romani culture and highlight some of the notable artists who have contributed to its preservation and evolution.

Romani dance is a fascinating and vibrant art form that has been appreciated and practiced worldwide, helping to preserve and disseminate Romani cultural traditions in different communities.

Another fundamental aspect of Romani culture is their tradition in craftsmanship. The manual skill and creativity of the Romani people are manifested in beautiful pieces of jewelry, clothing, carpets, and decorative objects. Each item carries the story and Romani identity, being an expression of authenticity and beauty. Throughout this book, I aim to present some examples of Romani craftsmanship and highlight the importance of this form of cultural expression.

The Romani language, also known as Romani, is an essential part of Romani culture. Despite regional variants and linguistic influences over time, Romani has a unique structure and a rich vocabulary. It is a language that carries the history and Romani identity and continues to be transmitted from generation to generation. In this book, I also seek to explore the importance of Romani in preserving Romani culture and share some significant words and expressions.

The contribution of the Romani people to humanity goes beyond their culture. Their resilience and adaptability are examples of virtues that can inspire us all. In facing the challenges imposed by discrimination and prejudice, the Romani people have shown admirable determination to preserve their identity and fight for their rights. It is important to recognize and value this struggle, promoting inclusion and respect in our society.

I sincerely hope that the information shared in this book serves as a source of inspiration and cultural and human enrichment. May it arouse curiosity and a desire to learn more about the art, music, craftsmanship, language, and history of the Romani people. May it help break down prejudices, promote understanding, bring people together, and contribute to expanding knowledge and appreciation for Romani culture.

I hope that this reading is enjoyable and thought-provoking. May it provoke curiosity and reflection. May it arouse and increase the desire to learn more about Romani culture, as the interest and involvement of people are essential to promoting the appreciation and respect for Romani culture. I hope that the pages of this book represent doors to a new world of discoveries and cultural appreciation. I wish that this journey through Romani culture is as enriching for you as it has been for me.


Travelers of Life.
 

Gypsies, travelers of the wandering world,

With their stories, art, and vibrant love unfurled,

Violins, tambourines, and drums in tow,

Creating a magical world of colors that glow.

Their dance steps, agile and so refined,

Like petals dancing to the breeze's kind,

They rise like birds taking to the air,

Carrying dreams and moments to dream and share.

Garbed in vivid hues that captivate the eye,

Merging with the sun, their brilliance up high,

On their faces, constant smiles to find,

Radiant peace and eternal love intertwined.

Around campfires, they tell tales and legends grand,

Kings, queens, and passions, a seamless band,

With every word, a new world is made,

Emotions set free, hearts passionately swayed.
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