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Editor’s Letter

Editor’s

LETTER

Woodcarving shows are a great way to recharge your 

batteries. Contest entries provide new ideas and inspiration, 

vendors can answer questions and introduce new products, 

fellow carvers can share tips and suggestions, and demon-

strations or lectures help you improve your skills. For the staff

at 

Wood Carving 

Illustrated

, shows provide all of these things, but more importantly, they’re a way for 

us to connect with our readers. Letters and surveys provide valuable feedback, but 

nothing compares to meeting our readers face to face.

While it isn’t possible for the 

WCI

/Fox staff

to attend every event, we do our best to 

support the clubs and shows in whatever capacity we can. If you’re hosting an event, 

be sure to give us a call to see how we can help. Our Calendar of Events provides 

free publicity and is available in every issue and on our website. We may even be 

able to sponsor an award or donate door prizes. 

WCI

is proud to sponsor the annual 

Ice Cream Social at the International 

Woodcarvers Congress held each June 

in Davenport, IA. The social takes 

place on the Friday following the 

seminars and features a local favorite, 

Whitey’s ice cream. We were lucky 

enough to have several friends of Fox 

help with last year’s event, including 

Rick Jensen, Randy Landen, David 

Boone, Vic Hood, David Bennett, 

Dennis Thornton, Ron Clark, and 

Harley and Midge Schmitgen. Special 

thanks go to Jack Williams for helping 

to coordinate the event and Lenard 

Watts for supplying his homemade 

black raspberry syrup.

I’m very excited to attend the conference for the first time this year (and I’m 

hoping Lenard will once again share that homemade syrup I’ve been hearing so 

much about). For more information on the IWC, check out page 80 and be sure 

to stop by the social in June to say hello and share in the food and fellowship.

Even better than attending a show is hosting one of your own. 

It’s been a few years 

since we had an Open House and this year’s event, to be held October 6-8, 2006, 

promises to be bigger and better than anything we’ve had in the past. 

While we’ve 

already started making preparations, there’s still time to tell us what you’d like to 

see. 

Our Open House is held in honor of you, our reader, so be sure to drop us a 

line if there’s a particular teacher you’d like to see or technique that you’d like to 

learn. 

Check out page 27 for the latest information and start making plans to 

attend. It’s an event that you don’t want to miss!

Happy carving,

Shannon Flowers

Volume 10, Number 1 (Issue No. 34)
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Spring 2006

The annual Ice Cream Social at the 

International Woodcarvers Congress in 

Davenport, IA, was a hit again this year. 

Randy Landen serves up some ice cream 

to Congress board member Ron Clark.

Photo courtesy of Marc Featherly
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From Our Mailbag

Gouge Sweep Question

In the “Teacher’s Corner” page of Holiday 2005 

(Issue 33) it indicates that a 

1

⁄

4

" #3 gouge was 

used. The profiles shown in the photographs are 

definitely not a #3 sweep. They look more like a 

#8 sweep. In addition, as best as I can tell from 

the scale of the curves, something larger than a 

1

⁄

4

" gouge was used, possibly a 

3

⁄

8

" gouge. 

Robert Alekshun

Auburn, MN

Author Jan Oegema responds: I used a 

1

⁄

4

" Dastra 

gouge to shape the curve of the nose, but I did use 

a 

1

⁄

2

" 

#5 gouge to rough out the sides of the nose. 

You could also use a 

1

⁄

4

" 

gouge to rough out this 

area, but I used the #5 gouge to speed up my carv-

ing. Thank you for pointing that out Robert.

Dangers of exterior finish

In reference to the article “Creative Carving 

Solutions” by Bud LaBranche, which appeared 

in Holiday 2005 (Issue 33) under the heading, 

“finish for outdoor carvings,” I disagree with 

the information you have published. To heat up 

linseed oil, boiled or otherwise, is asking for a 

fire. Also, the fumes from heated rosin are toxic 

to some people with sinus problems.

A safer alternative is dissolve paraffi

n shav-

ings (I use a potato peeler to get thin shavings) 

in paint thinner. Add this mixture to boiled 

linseed oil. The mixture should be 50% boiled 

linseed oil to 50% thinner. Some people are 

not aware that boiled linseed oil does not need 

to be boiled but is bought already boiled. 

E-mail from Bob Schearer

Associate Editor Bob Duncan responds: You 

made a good point about the dangers of powdered 

rosin. Whenever you are dealing with a powdered 

substance, it is a good idea to wear some sort of 

respiratory protection. 

While there is a risk that rags used to apply 

nearly any oil finish can spontaneously combust, 

the risk of heating linseed oil is low. According 

to the Material Safety Data Sheets, linseed oil 

has a flashpoint of 432-degrees Fahrenheit and a 

boiling point of 340-degrees Fahrenheit. It is only 

slightly flammable, according to the MSDS. The 

powdered rosin should melt into the oil at a much 

lower temperature than that. 

Your tip about the paraffi

n shavings is a very 

good alternative!

Chainsaw Carving Safety

I am a chainsaw carver from Chesterfield, MI. 

Chainsaw carving is a love I share with my 

16-year-old son.

After reading the Holiday 2005 (Issue 33) 

Wood Carving Illustrated

, I was excited to see 

articles on chainsaw carving. I loved the quality 

of the carvings in the articles. The carvers are 

definitely top-quality carvers—true artists.

Upon review of the photos, I noticed that 

the carvers are not wearing safety gear. All 

carvers should follow safety precautions. My 

concern is for the person who might be think-

ing about carving for the first time—they may 

not even think about safety. 

I would like to share a few things about 

safety. A carver should wear some basic safety 

gear that includes chaps, steel-toe boots, a 

helmet with a face screen, hearing protection, 

and eye protection.

Chaps are protective leg wear with a mesh 

insert designed to bind the chain in case of a 

mishap. Steel-toe boots are needed because of 

any falling wood chunks or in case of a saw 

slip. The helmet with a face screen is designed 

to stop a broken chain from flying up into your 

face. Chainsaws are loud, so hearing protec-

tion is a must, and with the chips and sawdust 

generated by the saws, eye protection is needed. 

Scott Kuefler,

Chesterfield, MI

Write Us! 

Let us know what’s on your 

mind. Please contact us by mail at: Mailbag, 

Wood Carving Illustrated

, 1970 Broad Street, 

East Petersburg, PA 17520 or email us at 

editors@WoodCarvingIllustrated.com

. 

If you send an email, please add the word 

Mailbag first in the subject line. Note: Letters 

may be edited for clarity and length. Opin-

ions expressed by our letter writers do not 

necessarily represent those of the staff and 

management at 

Wood Carving Illustrated

.

From our

MAILBAG

Fox Hunt

Inez Barber from Citra, FL and Isabelle 

Bouchard from La Baie, QC, Canada were 

randomly drawn from the 111 entries who 

correctly located the Fox in Holiday 2006 

(Issue 33) 

Wood Carving Illustrated

. The fox 

was located on Page 61—in the beard of the 

left profile of the Cowboy Santa pattern. 

The Fox Hunt continues in this issue. If 

you find him, write or e-mail us and tell us 

the page number and location. Two read-

ers will be randomly selected from all the 

correct replies to receive a $25 Fox Chapel 

Books gift certificate.

The contest fox faces left. His relative, 

who faces right, appears in all the Fox Cha-

pel Publishing advertisements. The foxes in 

those ads don’t count—but we promise he’s 

hiding in this issue somewhere—he could 

be in a photo, article text, or even in another 

advertisement!

Winners and the location of the fox will 

be announced in the following issue. 

Entries 

must be received by April 1, 2006, to be 

eligible for the random drawing.

Send your entry to 

Wood Carving 

Illustrated

, Attn. Find the Fox, 1970 Broad 

St., East Petersburg, PA 17520, or e-mail to 

Editors@WoodCarvingIllustrated.com

.

A chainsaw carver properly attired 

to pursue his craft.
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News & Notes

ences. The Geisler-Moroder school is located in 

Elbigenalp, Austria, a location that is a favorite 

holiday destination for carvers. 

The school 

is renowned for their talented and dedicated 

instructors. 

Their enthusiasm for the art of 

woodcarving is contagious and enables student 

to learn quickly and progress their skills. 

If you would like to submit an idea for the 

giant carving project, to participate in it, or for 

any other information, contact the Austrian 

Woodcarving School Geisler-Moroder, A-6652 

ELBIGENALP 63, Lechtal/Tirol, 

Austria,

geisler-moroder@aon

, or 

www.woodcarvingschool.com

.

News &

NOTES

A snow elephant took over the parking lot at Austria’s Geisler-Moroder 

Woodcarving School last winter. 

Friendship Cane Success

After all the dust settled, the Friendship 

Cane carved by members of the 

Wood 

Carving Illustrated

message board, sold 

for $559 with all the proceeds benefit-

ing the Red Cross Disaster Relief Fund.

In all, 14 members from across the 

United States and Canada contributed 

segments. 

WCI

contributors Lora 

S. Irish and Colin Partridge each 

contributed two segments. Fox Chapel 

Publishing staff

assembled the cane, 

and put it up for auction on E-Bay.

The members decided to make 

the Friendship Cane an annual 

project, and decided to choose a 

“theme” for future canes. At this 

point, the members are choosing the 

theme and working out the details for 

the next project. If you are interested 

in contributing a segment, log on to 

the message board at 

www.WoodCarvingIllustrated.com

. 

Santa Carving Contest Winner Announced

S

ANTA

C

ARVING

by Wayne Shinlever of Knoxville, TN, took home the grand prize in the 

2005 

Wood Carving Illustrated

/ Woodcraft® Santa Carving Contest. The judges ultimately 

chose this piece because it had great composition and attention to detail. 

From the joy on Santa’s face down to the wood 

chips littering the floor—the artist executed each 

aspect of the carving wonderfully.

Honorable Mentions for the contest were awarded 

to 

S

ANTA

AND

THE

B

OYS

by Sandy Smith of Lakeview, AR, 

O

LD

W

ORLD

S

T

. N

ICHOLAS

by Rusty Johnson, Tulsa, OK, 

W

HADYA

’ T

HINK

by Jim McGuire, Wilson, NC, and 

S

ANTA

L

ATE

A

GAIN

by Charlotte Phillips, Newark, TX.

The People’s Choice Award went to 

W

OODLAND

S

ANTA

by 

Randy Moss of Sheridan, IL. 

Full coverage of the contest will appear in Holiday 2006 

(Issue 37).

Groeschen to sign books 

at Ridgway Rendezvous

Jessie Groeschen, author of 

The Art of 

Chainsaw Carving

, a new book high-

lighting the work of noted chainsaw 

carvers, will be signing her books at 

the Ridgway Rendezvous. 

The Rendezvous, which has 

expanded to a week-long event from 

Feb. 18-25, is an annual chainsaw 

carving festival held in Ridgway, PA. 

More than 100 carvers from around 

the world have already registered 

for the event. DIY Network will be 

on hand to film some of the action. 

There are workshops and seminars for 

carvers starting Feb. 18. Spectators 

can watch the carvings take shape 

beginning Feb. 23, and bid on the 

final pieces at the annual auction 

Saturday at 2 p.m. Each carver is 

asked to donate a sculpture to be 

auctioned off

to benefit the Make a 

Wish Foundation and the YMCA.

For more information, visit 

www.chainsawrendezvous.org

or contact Rick and Liz Boni at 

814-772-0400.

Giant Ice Carved Elephant

The unusual beast was over 26' long and almost 

16' high and relaxed on a hill of snow.

The small group of eight teachers and 

apprentices at Geisler-Moroder enthusiastically 

buzzed their chainsaws for three days carving 

blocks of icy snow off

the gigantic mound. The 

sculpture survived for a month in the mild 

Austrian winter. 

“Cooperative projects are usually great 

fun,” commented the director, Martin Geisler-

Moroder. 

“At our school, we have always 

aimed to create an inviting social atmosphere.” 

The environment is as much a part of the learn-

ing process as the practical hands-on experi-

Ridgway Rendezvous

Elk County, PA
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Tips and Techniques

Tips and

TECHNIQUES

Dust Collection

If you want to test the effectiveness of your dust 

collector system, an easy way to do it, is to turn 

it on (wearing a dust mask) and sprinkle a little 

talcum powder into it. Talc is one of the finest 

powders and because of its color it will show 

you if your dust bag is fine enough to protect 

you from the small micron dust that causes 85 

percent of disease. 

An easy way to thread grounding wire 

through your dust collection system is to wrap 

the wire around a sponge. Then go to the fur-

thest collection point, and allow the collector 

to suck the sponge the whole way through the 

system. It will pull the grounding wire through 

the system. 

Garry McKinney

Martinsburg , WV

Easy Positionable Torso

Having been bitten by the caricature-carving 

bug, courtesy of 

Wood Carving Illustrated

, I 

needed something to help me with designing 

different poses. A very useful and cheap idea 

came to me. 

Most of my carvings are 8" to 

9" tall, so I cut a simple torso 

out of an off

cut of butternut; I 

drilled a small hole for the arms 

and legs and made these from 

“bendy” foam hair rollers cut to 

length. I strip back some of the 

foam, and glue the wire center 

into the holes with epoxy glue.

I also like to make my heads 

separately, all with a 

1

⁄

2

"-diam-

eter neck. I don’t glue them in, 

preferring to occasionally turn 

them to different positions and swap to other 

bodies, sometimes with surprising results!

Brian Johnston

Walnut Trees, Kent, England

Win a Carving Set

The 

WCI

reader who sends in the best tip for 

Summer 2006 (Issue 35) will win this UJ Ramel-

son Beginner Carving Set, complete with basic 

carving knife, sharpening equipment and tool roll 

(valued at $110). For more information on UJ 

Ramelson tools, visit www.ramelson.com.


Tips from the Masters

Fix a loose joint with glue and sawdust

(Robert Squarebriggs, Page 52)

Use straight pins to line up carving landmarks 
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Ultimate Power Sharpener. "C:;OV%LEEX:\:&:VE’
*Fantastic for all your tools including b e
those pesky V-Tools. #CP-WOLF EYES: Intermediate
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Free Copy of our
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CALL TODAY

Order Desk: Toll Free 1-888-682-9801
Order On-Line
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Chipping Away, nc. 808 Courtland Ave E., Kitchener, ON. N2C 1K3 Tel: (519)743-9008
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‘) Carry on the Tradltlon... (

Teach the Craft!
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to carve! What a great way to spend time with that special child and give them something they will
* never forget! Sugar Pine Woodcarving Supplies has everything needed to teach woodcarving. 3

We have everything for the real woodcarver! Call for a FREE CATALOG today!

,  800-452-2783 S uggr Dinee |

WWW. sugarpmewoodmr\ ing.com e P.O. Box 859 Lebanon OR 97355 ® Fax: 541-451-5455
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Two Cherries woodcarving tools are the finest quality available today. Fach
tool is hand forged by skilled craftsmen, heat treated to 61 degrees Rockwell,
finely polished and fitted with a comfortable octagon handle.

From short or miniature, pear handled, chip carving, fish tail
gouges, and much more, Over 1000 tools are available in the line,
with 600 stocked for immediate delivery in the United States.
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San Carlos, CA. Loveland, CO $00-292-5937 Rooghrider Hardware Plano, TX
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Ausin ot Moson D Gldvin M1 Canerile UT
‘Santa Ana, CA 208-8824555 9894264949 ‘Wood Werks Supply, Inc. 18012959471
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Bebofilloscal ook MabawS A 4SS0
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San Bruno, CA- Indianapolis, IN $00-231-2748 8772084298 ‘Woodworkers Depot, Inc.
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“wwwwoodworkercom
* ndicaescusomer ithanline store.

OCHURE OR INFORMATION ON BECOMING A TWO CHERRIES DEALER, PLEASE CONTACT

RoserT LARsON CoMPANY, INC.

800-356-2195 * WWW.RLARSON.COM * SALES@RLARSON.COM
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H:gh-performance tools”‘l

Compare quality, value & features, nothmg
else even comes close!

*Accepts all major CHAMPION CARVER SAYS:
handpiece brands. "l really LOVE this burner!
o this unit isn't just a home

gt imaX run, you knocked it out of
*Prices from $89.95 the park!”

*Exclusive Reset Ed Walicki, Best in Show winner; 2000
f tecti Ward  World Championship  Fish
use protection Carving Competition.

BURNMASTER™ WOOD BURNER By Mastercarver®|
High-performance tools!™ The amazing Burnmaster is so|
superior it's revolutionary! Unlike others, it accepts all major|
handpiece systems! The Burnmaster accepts wood burning|
handpieces by Leisure Time Prod. (Detail Master), Colwood|
(Detailer), SMC / PJL, (Optima), Nibs, Navesink, Razertip &|

New BURNMASTER™
wood burner

lture, pro quality components, precise variable power supply|
| {(130 watts max.), custom designed circuitry, fuse protection,|
lall metal housing (3.5” x 4.75" x 8.5"), non-slip rubber feet,
6' power cord, manual & 3 year warranty. Weight: 4.5 Ibs.|
ICompare, quality, features & value, you'll prefer Burnmaster|
% lor your money back! Burnmaster Eagle features 130 watts|
Ducks carved & wood burned by: max. & includes, 2 selectable handpiece power ports, 2 uni-|

S.T. (Bick) Rodgers. VA. “|versal handpiece power cord / adapter sets and 2 hand-
|_Ipiece holders. 499002 Burnmaster Eagle-2 ports $109.95
Burnmaster Hawk has same power & features as Eagle)
ishown except 1 each of port, cord / adapter set & handpiece|

PYROGRAPHY BYROGRAPHY-R. Boyef Tearn woad‘ burning (also called pyrbgraphy) tech-|

directions.422pp.,9x11"Hardcover. 502000 Pyrography Book $49.85
Handpieces not included with Burnmaster, we recommend Detail Master brand listed below.

1-A 501020 Wood Burning Handpc.1/8" tip for intricate detail ~ $22.95
1-B 501025 Wood Burning Handpe.3/16" ip for feathers & lines $22.95

[SUPPLYING CARVERS SINCE 1955 WWI{ &Iﬂ/ﬂy Sl{p/l/y ]Ilt’. - REQUEST A FREE COLOR CATALOG
P.O. BOX 7500 ENGLEWOOD FL 34295-7500 U.S.A. PHONE: 1-800-284-6229

ICALL IN YOUR CREDIT CARD ORDERS TOLL FREE 1-800-284-6229. FAX orders to: 1-941-698-0329.

[Phones & fax answered 24 hours daily. Most orders shipped within 24 hours. Request a free catalog.
When ordering please mention Ad code #2609 WEB ORDERS: www.woodcarverssupply.com
FOR MAIL-IN ORDERS: Simply tear out this page or write down partés, quantities desired, add prices,

(if delivered to Florida add sales tax) include check payment or credit card #, add $6.99 for delivery and
handiing.  Mail to: Wood Carvers Supply, Inc., Box 7500, Englewood Florida 34295-7500.

3 30 DAY MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE!

“|others with similar connections. Burnmaster controllers fea-| -

holder. 499001 Burnmaster Hawk-1 port  $89.95[

niques for feathering & detailing on birds & ducks, fur, fish scales & flat art; burn-|-
ing on: wood, leather, gourds & even tree fungus! 100s of color photos & clear|
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36th Annual Ward World Championship
Wildifowl Carving Competition

April 28, 29 & 30, 2006

w Roland E. Powell Convention Center,
//f‘ > 40th & Coastal Hwy., Ocean City, Maryland

See The World's Best Wildfowl Art!
nter Your Own Work!

Lifesize, miniature, interpretive, working decoys,
ond many more dvisions Al levels o kil — Youth
to World Closs

New Exciting Competitions
Contemporary Anlique Decoy ond Decorative
‘Smoothie Compeition

njoy the Sculpture Competition
Entries are made from moterials
other than wood

World Class Art Auction

Bid on World Closs carvings and ortwork
ot our Benefit Audion — Sat. 3 PM,

earn from the Masters
Classes before the show and seminars oll weekend

Exhibitors of Art and More
Tmenae oy of b s, o
‘o, crafts, home decorating items, carving supplies
and much more

NEW! (ur‘\,r’e'{"s Art Shu;:'m o
e
carvers.
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Arms 3'/2" long

Legs 4" long

Wire



















