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  ‘I would act as a Trojan horse that would spew forth hallucinating figures with the power to surprise, to disturb the dreams of the exploiters.’




  Wilfredo Lam, 1976




  

    

  




  




  Characters




  JIHAD , South Asian, twenty-five years old


  RASHID , South Asian, twenty-four years old


  ASIF , South Asian, twenty-four years old




  Note




  The introduction of ‘mist’ indicates a fleeting, dreamlike state for Jihad, where the world bends to his imagination and, sometimes, doesn’t.




  When the mist dissipates, ‘normality’ returns.




  




  This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.




  

    

  




  




  ACT ONE




  Scene One




  Chunkyz Shisha Lounge. A lime-green sofa booth with a table. There are LED lights at the bottom of the sofa that periodically change from fuchsia to purple.




  JIHAD enters, both RASHID and ASIF embrace him warmly.




  RASHID  Bruv. He set him up with the feint and BAM.




  ASIF  Solid punch, brother.




  RASHID  Out cold.




  ASIF imitates the knockout punch from the night before.




  Careful, Sif, you’ll injure your back, cuz.




  JIHAD and RASHID laugh. They huddle around the shisha pipe in the middle of the booth.




  JIHAD  The big fight yeah?




  RASHID  Yeah, J. Adam Azim, remember the name.




  ASIF  Proper packed out last night.




  JIHAD  Chunky screens the boxing now?




  ASIF  Yeah, bruv. Pretty soon after you went uni.




  JIHAD  Mad.




  RASHID  Come through next time, bro.




  JIHAD  Flavour’s banging, what is that?




  JIHAD hands ASIF the shisha pipe.




  ASIF  Super Nova mixed with Fallen Star and White Cake.




  JIHAD  Bro, what?




  ASIF  Chunky got Savacco now.




  ASIF hands the pipe back to JIHAD.




  JIHAD  He’s making big-boy moves.




  JIHAD offers the pipe to RASHID who refuses.




  You lot not ordering food?




  RASHID  No one’s ordered munch here since 2018.




  ASIF  His head chef got poached by Chicken Cottage innit.




  JIHAD  Cold world. Yo, do you lot know why Chunkyz closes on Thursday night?




  RASHID  No idea, bro. Maybe he’s sourcing new flavours.




  ASIF  I do.


  But I can’t say.




  RASHID  What? You gas everything out, my g.




  JIHAD  Did Chunky make you sign an NDA?




  ASIF  It’s his story innit.




  RASHID  Oi, don’t long this out, Sif.




  JIHAD  I swear I won’t tell a soul.




  ASIF  Basically… Chunky is on Sufi tings innit.




  JIHAD  Since when?




  ASIF  Since he went Ayia Napa last year.




  RASHID  HOLD ON, what? Napa? Nah, nah, you’re gonna have to explain that one. ’Cause last time I checked he was posting pics of bare random buff tings on Insta.




  ASIF  Yeah, I clocked that. That famous Insta model Sumz doing a lil pout with a shisha pipe.




  ASIF imitates the pout. RASHID laughs.




  JIHAD laughs.




  JIHAD  Truly a confused akhi.




  RASHID  Aren’t we all in this dunya.




  JIHAD  I’m sorry, what connects Ayia Napa and Chunky becoming a Sufi?




  JIHAD takes the shisha pipe.




  ASIF  Alright so, you know Chunky does his annual pilgrimage to Cyprus yeah? Last time he went, he was hitting all the raves, having the time of his life yeah. But there was one party. Rooftop ting. This mysterious-looking guy with long hair comes up to him and was like, ‘You want to go to the best shubz in Ayia Napa?’ Says to him, ‘This is gonna be vibe central.’




  RASHID  Anyone says ‘vibe central’ to me, and I’m running.




  ASIF  At first, Chunky palmed them off. There are loads of people like that innit. Random crackheads, bare people hustling. But this guy was insisting, kept saying he’d find the best music, weed and girls at this party.




  RASHID  The magic trio.




  ASIF  Chunky said he had this look in his eye, a look that told him it was legit. He weren’t your bog-standard Cypriot hustler.




  JIHAD  Did he go?




  ASIF  Chunky convinced his boys. They left the rave they were at and this mystery dude with a silver helmet told them to follow him on his moped.




  JIHAD  Lemme get this straight. Chunky is trusting random Daft Punk-looking Cypriot breh?




  And they end up following this guy on his moped? Sounds dubious at best, Sif.




  ASIF  Apparently. ’Cause they were following him for ages until this guy needed to stop to use the loo.


  But they ended up at a maqam.
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