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GET CLOSER


‘The poem as photograph, the poet as photographer, Get Closer affords us the intimacy of a box in a back bedroom stuffed with moments both ordinary and exultant. Rich, vivid, surprising and beautifully crafted, Van Winkle catalogues a life in still imagery, both haunting and inspiring; a book of warm ghosts. In doing so he turns us all into boxes in back bedrooms. Stunning.’


JOELLE TAYLOR


‘An exceptional collection; poems that unfold and draw you inward to a place where only language, held gently and confidently, can lead you.’


WILLIAM LETFORD


‘Ryan Van Winkle explores with wit, care and verbal brio the messy interaction between memory and snapshots, the way in which every photograph is a testament to both irretrievable absence and eerie presence. Poems to return to again and again, like a box of photographs carried with you from house to house, country to country, life to life.’


PETER MACKAY


‘In Get Closer, Ryan Van Winkle captures vivid portraits of family, of self, and of place across decades. His language is thoughtful and perceptive, studded with fragments of train whispers and sea glass, of ‘sober / trees ticking in the wind.’ Through stunning ekphrastic poems, Van Winkle examines memory – its fragility and fallibility – with tender attention. ‘You forgot, / but the photo says it’s true.’ This collection is a reckoning and each poem within is a portal through time, an observation on the recursive nature of our lives.


ALYCIA PIRMOHAMED


‘A sweetly melancholy meditation on the gaps in recollection that no record can hope to fill. The camera promises perfect capture, but when we look at a photograph, we see what’s slipped away: memories return with extraordinary strength, and then absences return even more strongly. Here, Ryan Van Winkle uses a subtle and deceptively simple poetic style to flick through his personal archive, and in so doing he offers every reader a way to think about all those most abiding themes: family, loss, home.’


HARRY JOSEPHINE GILES


‘Such a tenderly crafted collection. Ryan takes on the role of poet-as-camera, observing the world from a place of distance, bringing fleeting moments into sharp focus. Beautiful, surprising and bittersweet, these poems reveal the truth of the images we carry: not what they preserve, but what haunts their edges.’


IONA LEE


‘In a deeply rich and nostalgic collection driven by story and heart, Ryan Van Winkle toys with memory and grief with such deft precision. You’ll find yourself flipping from

one snapshot to the next as you attempt to get closer to the beating heart of these poems. It must be said that Van Winkle toes the line of past and present with such generosity and humour. These poems deserve to be revisited again and again, but be prepared for the surging emotion to follow as you try to clasp onto your own unknowable past “glowing / inside the unbreachable distance.”’


ANDRÉS N. ORDORICA
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