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Class 2, Hinckley Board School.
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The New Code of Regulations for 1872 required the Principal Teacher to make an entry in the logbook at least once each week.
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Introduction


When Queen Victoria ascended the throne in 1837, education was, at best, an ad hoc affair. Whereas wealthy families could afford to pay for private education, for most of the population schooling was dependent on geographical location and the generosity of local benefactors.


In the early nineteenth century, Sunday schools, charitable schools and ragged schools had all attempted to provide a basic education for children from poorer families.


By 1851, over 17,000 National Schools had been opened by the Church of England. British Schools provided a similar education for children of Nonconformist families.


Some children attended a local Dame School, but there was no formal system of education and no standards by which children’s progress could be measured. Neither was there any requirement that children should attend school, many families and employers preferring to keep children working and earning money.


The 1870 Education Act was the first Act of Parliament to pave the way for a compulsory system of National Education for all. The Act placed the responsibility of providing suitable accommodation and teachers firmly in the grasp of local, elected Boards. These schools were known as Board Schools.


The Act gave elected Boards the power to pass by-laws to enforce full-time compulsory education at a local school for all children between the ages of 5 and 10, and for half-time attendance for children up to age thirteen. Boards could charge children 2d per week and had the power to prosecute parents who did not ensure the attendance of their children.


School Boards were obliged to ensure there were enough school places for all children in the local area. In Hinckley, this meant the provision of new, purpose-built accommodation.


Victorian schools were generally of red-brick construction with high ceilings. Windows were placed well above the height of children to prevent them being distracted by looking outside. Large rooms to accommodate the children were divided into smaller spaces by hanging curtains.


Each classroom was equipped with a free-standing blackboard and wooden desks placed in rows. Boys and girls were seated separately and, in some schools, in separate classes with their own entrance. The walls would be plain brick, possibly with a poster of Queen Victoria and a map of the British Empire displayed. The teacher would have a desk at the front facing the children. A regime of strict discipline was maintained.


Younger children would each have a slate or sand-tray on which to write. These could be wiped clean and re-used. Older children would write with a pen which was dipped in ink. Left-handed children would be forced to use their right hand to prevent the ink from being smudged.


Class sizes were often huge, up to 100 children in a single class not being uncommon. Because of this, lessons often required copying from the blackboard, rote learning and repetition. Children would be asked to memorise poems, lists of British monarchs and multiplication facts.


Children were able to pass ‘standards’ which determined which class they were in. With little or no understanding of children with additional needs, this often meant that much older children would find themselves labelled as a ‘dunce’ and put in a class with much younger children.


Lessons consisted of reading, writing and arithmetic. Once each week an object lesson would take place. The teacher would introduce an object to the classroom and then initiate discussion. In the early days of education, this is as near as most children would ever come to a science lesson.


Boys and girls were taught differently. In addition to basic lessons, girls would be taught needlework while the boys went off to do woodwork. Boys were also taught marching skills, often by a local retired drill sergeant.


Many teachers were unqualified and ‘trained’ on the job. Children, on leaving school at thirteen, could apply to become pupil teachers. This was a kind of apprenticeship. Pupil teachers received daily lessons from the head teacher. Each year, pupil teachers were examined to see if they could progress to the next year. After five years, these teenagers then qualified as uncertified teachers or assistants. It wasn’t until 1946 that government policy required all teachers to be qualified.


Some schools used a monitor system. These were generally older children who assisted the teacher in the classroom. Monitors received additional lessons after school which they would then teach to a small group of younger children the following day. Children who acted as monitors often went on to become pupil teachers.


The school day usually began at nine o’clock with the ringing of the school bell. A midday break was long enough to allow children to go home for dinner and then return in the afternoon. The school day generally finished around half past four or five o’clock.


Children in Hinckley often came from very poor families and, especially in the winter months, were inadequately clothed. The logbooks refer to children being cold or not attending due to poor weather. Particularly in deep snow, some children were marked as absent through ‘want of boots’.


Epidemics of measles, scarlet fever and diphtheria were widespread. Lack of medical care and poor health meant these diseases would often lead to death. Ringworm, headlice and ‘itch’ were common ailments which often caused prolonged absence.


Each year schools were inspected by one of Her Majesty’s Inspectors. Inspections would affect teacher salaries and grants for equipment. This ‘payment by results’ put enormous pressure on the schools to do well, and was partly responsible for the rote learning which the children had to endure.


Head teachers were required to maintain a weekly diary. The logbooks from Hinckley Board School provide a fascinating record of the developments and daily struggles in our local schools. Surprisingly, they also demonstrate that, although some things have undoubtedly changed, for some readers much will be unexpectedly familiar!





Robert Elverstone, 2014




One


Early Days, 1872–1878


In the early days following the 1870 Education Act, the Hinckley Board acquired temporary premises in the congregational church. This allowed time for planning and building the new school.


1872








	

October 12th:




	

The school was opened on Monday 7th by Mr S.U. Frazer, Certificated Master of the Class One. Several members of the School Board were present and Mr Kiddle, Clerk to the Board, attended for the purpose of enrolling pupils. The week was mainly occupied in organising the school and classifying the pupils. The attendance was very regular and reasonable progress was made. The children seem to be accustomed to but little – if any – homework.









	

October 19th:




	

The week now ended has been a very busy one. The children were examined, with a view to classification; classes were arranged, details of school routine settled, order and discipline fairly started and satisfactory progress made in actual teaching. By desire of the Board, Mr Frazer undertook the management of the Infant Department until the Board should appoint a Certificated Mistress. Messrs Atkins and Aucott called to consult about books, maps and other apparatus required. The pupil teachers have been punctual and regular and have shown a desire to give satisfaction, which promises well for the future.









	

November 2nd:




	

Many of the children say that they cannot attend to any home lessons because they have to work all the time they are out of school. In one case, the withdrawal of a pupil was threatened if home lessons of any kind were insisted on.









	

November 9th:




	

A number of new scholars this week, whose height and age might justify one in assuming some progress in education, do not know the alphabet and can neither write nor figure.









	

December 20th:




	

School closed for Christmas Holidays, to meet again on December 30th.









	

December 30th:




	

School reopened after Christmas Holiday, by E. Guilford. Number present at all during week: 27.












1873








	

January 13th:




	

Numbers fewer in the morning on account of the cattle market in front of the school.









	

January 20th:




	

First week of competition for attendance prizes with a view to improve the daily attendance. Thirty-eight present at all during week. Children improving in cleanliness.









	

February 3rd:




	

Attendance poor; wretched weather. The snow very deep on the playground, which prevents the children from coming to school.









	

February 10th:




	

Fees reduced one penny per week.









	

February 14th:




	

Twenty-three gained the ticket for regular attendance.









	

February 25th:




	

A bitter cold morning and snowing fast at nine o’clock which has caused the numbers to be very low. School closed for a half-holiday as it is Shrove Tuesday.









	

March 5th:




	

Following a request for curtains to separate a group of desks, Mr Farndon and Mr Kiddle visited to take the measurement. During their stay, the children sang several songs and performed various exercises etc. which were much approved and commended to by the gentlemen.









	

April 4th:




	

Forty-four children gained the blue ticket for regular attendance i.e. had attended ten noons during the week.









	

April 21st:




	

Sarah Jane Buckler entered on her engagement as pupil teacher. Miss Buckler works satisfactorily, and manages class very well indeed for the first week.









	

May 21st:




	

Weather very uncomfortable, the rain falling fast all morning, which has caused the attendance to be considerably lower than usual.









	

June 16th:




	

Highest class examined in numeration and arithmetic, result very fair. Several children away with hooping [sic] cough.









	

July 19th:




	

Number present at all this week 100, highest number attained. Of these, sixty-one gained the regular attendance ticket.









	

August 22nd:




	

School closed this morning, for a fortnight, on account of the fair etc.









	

September 8th:




	

School reopened after Harvest Holidays. Sarah Ann Penn entered on her engagement as pupil teacher.









	

September 18th:




	

Attendance low this morning on account of Statutes and fair; school closed for a half-holiday this afternoon.









	

September 26th:




	

A new set of Royal Prince reading books used this week, the others being too old for use. A box of Form and Colour purchased and used. Children highly delighted with it; but very backward at finding the colours. Sarah Ann Penn is unable to obtain a medical certificate, and will therefore be unable to remain as pupil teacher.









	

October 17th:




	

School closed for this afternoon, circus in town.









	

October 27th:




	

Attendance rather lower than last week; several children absent with blister pox.









	

November 13th:




	

Sarah Treaddell appointed as pupil teacher by School Board, duties to commence on Monday, November 17th.









	

November 17th:




	

HM Inspectors Report – J.R. Blakiston Esq.:









	

	

The infants are in fair order and taught with fair success. The discipline would be yet more efficient were the Mistress to cultivate more repose of manner and a more subdued tone of voice.


    The main room being furnished with desks fit only for older children is not favourable to infants teaching or management. Some of the desks should be replaced by a gallery, and the remainder furnished with footboards.


    Specimens of needlework should be shown at the annual examination of scholars. Stocking seaming for payment is allowed to be done in school hours. As the By-laws of the School Board make attendance at the school compulsory, it cannot be urged, as it is in some adjoining villages, that if forbidden to bring such work, girls would not attend school. It would seem however that the By-laws are not enforced, at least many children of school age are to be seen idling in the streets of the town during school hours.









	

December 19th:




	

School closed this morning for Christmas Holidays, to reopen January 5th 1874.
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Hinckley Board Schools token.


1874








	

January 12th:




	

Cattle market held in front of school. Youngest children unable to come. Attendance rather low. Two boys sent to the upper school being seven years of age.









	

January 26th:




	

Laverna Dudley entered on her engagement as pupil teacher.









	

February 7th:




	

Attendance not as good as last week. Weather very cold and frosty; so severe that several children are unable to come to school.









	

March 12th:




	

Public examination of children held in the upper room. Infants read and sang several pieces, which gave great satisfaction to a crowded audience. It was proposed and carried ‘that the children should have a holiday tomorrow as they had worked so hard before’.









	

April 4th:




	

School closed this morning for Good Friday and Easter Holidays, to reopen Monday, April 14th.









	

May 22nd:




	

School closed this morning for a week’s holiday (Whitsuntide).









	

June 19th:




	

Several children away this week with hooping [sic] cough.









	

July 3rd:




	

Attendance good during week until today; circus in the town, attendance low.









	

July 29th:




	

Attendance rather low this afternoon in consequence of school treats at the Church School.









	

August 2nd:




	

Two children left in consequence of a child two years old being refused admittance here. The whole family admitted into Church School, no fees being charged for the youngest child.









	

August 21st:




	

School closed this morning for a fortnight’s holiday, to be reopened September 9th 1874.









	

September 17th:




	

School closed for a half-holiday this afternoon on account of the Statutes and fair.









	

October 26th:




	

Attendance low today; a menagerie in the town and holiday for stockingers which has kept a number of children at home.









	

November 17th:




	

Report of HM Inspector J.R. Blakiston Esq.:


The infants are handled and taught with fair success. The mistress’ time should be wholly devoted to instruction of the infants and a sewing mistress appointed to take the older girls in needlework. It will be well not to relax the rule of refusing to admit children less than four years of age.


    The remarks made last year in condemnation of the practice of allowing seaming to be done in the school, have been interpreted as expressing approval of the practice. This and fancy work should forthwith be banished from the school, and far more attention given to plain needlework, in which the girls are woefully deficient. A drill sergeant’s aid would be found useful in teaching the boys habits of good order and prompt obedience.









	

November 25th:




	

A heavy fall of snow during the night has considerably lowered the attendance.









	

December 18th:




	

On account of the inclement state of the weather, the attendance has been low throughout the week, especially in the two lowest classes. School closed this morning for the Christmas Holidays, to be reopened January 4th 1875.












1875








	

January 15th:




	

On Monday a cattle market was held close to the school, which prevented a number of children coming. Several children promoted from the lowest class into the third. Teachers and children worked satisfactorily. Special attention has been given to the plain sewing.









	

February 8th:




	

Weather very cold and snow on the ground, which has reduced the attendance considerably.









	

February 9th:




	

Shrove Tuesday. School closed for a half-holiday this afternoon.









	

March 25th:




	

School closed this morning for the Easter Holidays, to reopen April 5th 1875.









	

April 29th:




	

E. Guilford, head teacher, sent in her resignation to the School Board.









	

May 14th:




	

School closed this morning for Whitsuntide Holidays, to reopen Monday May 24th 1875.









	

June 29th:




	

Entered upon the duties of this school. E.M. West.









	

July 21st:




	

S.J. Buckler and S. Treaddell had leave of absence this afternoon to attend the children’s treat at the Church School. Very few children in consequence of the treat.









	

August 11th:




	

Too wet for children to go out for play: marching instead. Gave a lesson on ‘form’ for one of the pupil teachers.









	

August 16th:




	

Had poetry repeated the last half hour because the children were tired and sleepy.









	

September 23rd:




	

Half-holiday for the fair.









	

October 5th:




	

Attendance visitor called; many children away through sickness.









	

November 4th:




	

Mrs Reeves called for the second time this week to see if her boys were at school as they are continually running away.









	

November 5th:




	

Mrs Reeves brought her children to school this morning.









	

November 12th:




	

The new attendance visitor appointed by the Board called in this morning to enquire about a list of irregular children. Mr Kiddle came in with the report of HM Inspector J.R. Blakiston Esq.:


The infants are in nice order and their attainments are very fair. There is room for improvement in lessons on natural history and common things.


















	

Staff




	

 









	

West, Elizabeth M.




	

Class Two Headmistress









	

Dudley, Laverna




	

4th year Pupil Teacher









	

Buckler, S. J.




	

3rd year Pupil Teacher









	

Treaddell, Sarah




	

2nd year Pupil Teacher


















	

November 25th:




	

Headmistress sent in resignation to the Board.









	

December 3rd:




	

Small school owing to a fall of snow during the night – sixty-one present in the morning.









	

December 15th:




	

Mr Kiddle, Mr Abell and Mr Atkins came in school and heard the children sing.









	

December 23rd:




	

Closed school this afternoon for the Christmas Holidays.
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The teacher’s desk stood at the front of the room facing the class. Strict discipline was maintained, the cane being used for even minor infringements. (Photo by permission of Chilvers Coton Heritage Centre)


1876








	

January 10th:




	

School opened after the Christmas Holidays by K. Ford.









	

February 14th:




	

Attendance low, forty children present. A deep snow the cause of decrease in numbers.









	

March 20th:




	

S. Buckley sent by the Board into the third department – Effie Hamson came in place of S. Buckley.









	

April 3rd:




	

Head teacher absent today – received a letter from the Board stating their acceptance of resignation.









	

April 28th:




	

Commenced school on Monday after the Easter Holiday. Admitted thirty-four fresh children: the large number admitted is chiefly owing to the closing of Dame School. Found the Class One girls rather backward in needlework – am taking them myself for that subject. Arranged to take the pupil teachers from twelve to one and from four to five in the evening, as they are rather behind their work.









	

May 6th:




	

Have let the children go out for three or four minutes in the afternoon as the room gets very close by three. Average for the week: 146.









	

May 13th:




	

On Wednesday two children left in consequence of being reproved for coming dirty. School visited on Thursday by T. Kiddle Esq. who brought the cotton and needles for the knitting. Criticised Miss Dudley’s lesson on ‘Copper’ Thursday afternoon; her language needs care.









	

May 20th:




	

On Tuesday commenced teaching knitting. The children do not take to it very well.









	

May 25th:




	

Examined the Class Three in reading; many of them did not know their letters and have sent them back into the classroom. Also examined the little ones and find that though Effie Hamson manages them well and the order is good, still they do not learn much. Have been obliged to forbid the pupil teachers the use of the cane.









	

June 2nd:




	

Gave the pupil teachers an examination in the work of the last six weeks. The whole of the papers show want of care. The language paper was the best.









	

June 12th:




	

Opened school this morning after a week’s holiday. Attendance fair. The bed for the babies has arrived but is not very large. Admitted five fresh children: was obliged to send two back as they were too young.









	

June 16th:




	

The children were not able to go out to play Thursday morning, owing to the wet weather. Time spent in singing. Two children came in at ten past three: sent them home again. On Wednesday gave the babies kindergarten instead of counting.
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A Victorian headmaster’s logbook.








	

June 24th:




	

Applied this week to the Board for a teacher in the place of E. Hamson, who cannot manage the infants so well, now there are so many.









	

June 30th:




	

Two children have left this week to go to the Church School in order to go to the treat. Found it advisable to take a class in the playground Wednesday and Thursday as the weather was very hot.









	

July 5th:




	

A woman came in this morning to complain about her child being ill-used yesterday afternoon. I spoke to Effie about it – was in the room a little before four and found them alright so there must be some mistake. Have noticed a decided improvement in the pupil teachers’ work this last fortnight. I spoke to Miss Dudley concerning her behaviour to the children; she is too violent with them.









	

July 22nd:




	

The attendance this week has been very bad, partly owing to the town cricket match and partly to the school treat. This morning examined the Class One in writing and arithmetic and found they did very well, nineteen out of twenty-five passing. Average for the week: 107.









	

July 26th:




	

Have been obliged to speak to Miss Treaddell concerning her lessons. She is getting rather careless.









	

July 31st:




	

Miss Treaddell’s lessons badly done again. On Friday gave the pupil teachers an examination in arithmetic, when they passed very well.









	

August 3rd:




	

Sent in the returns for July to the Board today. Average for the month 133 and the fees amount to £2 8s. Miss Treaddell’s work has improved since I spoke to her.









	

August 10th:




	

Left the school in the care of the pupil teachers for the last half hour this afternoon in order to go to a picnic.









	

August 16th:




	

A woman came this morning and indignantly insisted upon the attendance visitor not being sent after her children as they always came to school. I could not make her understand that in consequence of their so frequently coming after the registers were closed they were marked absent. Miss Buckler complained of the same thing this afternoon. ‘If the visitor is sent again, the children will be removed.’









	

August 19th:




	

Gave an exam to the pupil teachers this week and sent in the papers to the Board. Miss Dudley’s history and Miss Treaddell’s geography was not well done.









	

August 23rd:




	

Applied to the Board for a week more holiday, which they have been kind enough to grant.









	

September 11th:




	

Commenced work again this morning. Miss Miles appointed by the Board as pupil teacher. She is to come a month on trial. Miss Dudley sent word that she had obtained permission from the Board to stay away this week.









	

September 15th:




	

Have been obliged to deviate a little from the timetable this week, on account of Miss Dudley’s absence. So far Miss Miles has proved satisfactory; she is quick and quiet.









	

September 21st:




	

Attendance not quite as good this morning in consequence of the fair. Half-holiday this afternoon.









	

September 24th:




	

Attendance not so good in consequence of a circus being in the town.









	

September 25th:




	

Effie Hamson had permission this afternoon to go to the circus.









	

September 26th:




	

Gave the pupil teachers a final examination in history and arithmetic. Miss Dudley’s carelessly done.









	

September 27th:




	

Have allowed the Class One girls an extra half an hour of needlework this week in order to finish the work for the exam.









	

September 29th:




	

Sent several children back today for their school pence.









	

October 9th:




	

Attendance poor, weather very wet. Children marched during playtime and had a kindergarten game.









	

October 17th:




	

Was obliged to send one child home again this morning as it was not yet three years old.









	

October 19th:




	

Miss Dudley away without leave. Wrote to the Board about her.









	

October 23rd:




	

Miss Dawkins commenced work this morning. She is very intelligent, and seems to manage very well. Commenced fractions and analysis with the pupil teachers.









	

October 27th:




	

Was obliged to close school this afternoon on account of a circus being in the town.









	

October 31st:




	

Three more cases of fever; have been obliged to send back one child on account of fever being in the house. Effie Hamson had all the boys yesterday, while the girls were at needlework and managed them very well.









	

November 2nd:




	

On Monday Miss Treaddell refused to teach history and last night asked the Board to teach it after telling me she would not do so herself. Saw Mr Kiddle this dinnertime about it, and then told her that for the future she must ask me before she goes to the Board.









	

November 6th:




	

Admitted two fresh children: sent one home again as it was not old enough.









	

November 10th:




	

Report of HM Inspector J.R. Blakiston Esq.:









	

	

The infants are nicely handled and taught with results the more creditable as the premises are unsuitable.





















	

Headmistress




	

Margaret Westwick




	

Class Two









	

Staff




	

Sarah Treaddell




	

3rd year Pupil Teacher









	

 




	

Maria Miles




	

Monitor









	

 




	

Joanna Dawkins




	

Monitor









	

 




	

Effie Hamson




	

Candidate


















	

November 15th:




	

Children commenced making their new bags for work this afternoon.









	

November 17th:




	

Average for the week not so good, many children away with fever and bad eyes.









	

November 20th:




	

The younger teachers have commenced giving object lessons – find that they all commence by asking questions on the object and questions that the children cannot answer. Also they are satisfied with very little results, only one-third having achieved any good. Took half an hour this dinnertime to go over with them all the chief points in an object lesson.









	

November 23rd:




	

Yesterday left the pupil teachers in the dinnertime to do their work in consequence of sick headache. Did not find them at all well done, so kept them after school to do lesson again. Attendance not so good today on account of Wombwell’s Menagerie being in the town.









	

December 15th:




	

School visited by Mr Kiddle. The Board have decided to engage Effie Hamson as Candidate.









	

December 20th:




	

Am leaving the school tomorrow in the care of the pupil teachers. Miss Treaddell will be able to manage them as there are so few, only ninety-seven being present this morning. The school will be closed tomorrow for a week.
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Younger children practised writing on a slate or in a sand-tray with their fingers.


1877








	

January 11th:




	

Have written to the Board for more slates and new books for the Class One. Have determined to prepare the Class One for old first standard.









	

January 12th:




	

As the children were so cold this morning I changed the second lesson for half an hour’s drill.









	

January 17th:




	

Yesterday the school was visited by Mr Kiddle, who saw the Class One books and allowed me to order fresh ones. Miss Treaddell has commenced her knitting for the examination, and Effie has commenced learning to knit.









	

January 22nd:




	

Many children away with measles. Children commenced with their new books and will soon be able to read them.









	

March 6th:




	

Had to speak to Miss Miles about her order; she is getting careless.









	

March 7th:




	

Since going into the classrooms this week have found the order very bad. Spoke to Effie about it and spoke to all the children about the order. The classes are much larger this week and the order has not been good.









	

March 13th:




	

Gave the pupil teachers an examination in sums. Miss Miles, Miss Dawkins and Effie passed fairly. Miss Treaddell’s all wrong and work carelessly done. The work of the past six months, as regards her sums, has been of very little use.









	

April 30th:




	

The Board have kindly given me leave for the rest of the week to go to the funeral of my brother in Leeds. The pupil teachers to take the school.









	

May 17th:




	

Closed school this afternoon for the Whitsuntide Holidays.
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(Bxtract from tho New Code of Regulations for 1873,)

1 Teacher must make at least once a week in the Log Book
an entry which will specify ordinary progress, and other facts concerning the
School or its Teachers—such as the dates of withdrawals, commencements of
duty, cautions, illness, &e.—which may require to be referred to at a future time,
or may otherwise deserve to be recorded.

“No reflections or opinions of a general character are to be entered in the
Log Book.

“No entry once made in the Log Book may be removed or altered
otherwise than by a subscquent enry.

“The summary of the Inspector’s Report, and any remarks made upon it
by the Education Department, when communicated to the Managers, must be
copied cerdatim into the Log Book, with the names and standing (certificated
Taacher of the — Class, or Pupil Teacher of the — Year, or Assistant
Taacher) of ll Teachers to be continued on, o added to, or withdrawn from
the School Staff, according to the decision of the Education Department upon
the Inspector’s Report. The Correspondent of the Managers must sign this
entry, which settles the School Staff for the year

“The Inspector will call for the Log Book at every visit, and will report
whether it appears to have been properly kept He will specially refer to the.
entry made pursuant to Article 39, and he will require to see entries accounting
for any subscquent change in the School Stafl. He wil also note in the Log
Book every visit of surprise (Article 12), making an entry of such particulars as
require the attention of the Managers.”
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