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Getting the Most Out of Songs from Scripture



    To get the most out of Songs from Scripture, imagine yourself in the audience listening to the climactic choral segment of Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony. As you study these biblical songs, imagine how the music would sound if written to match the theme of the lyrics. These themes have not been set to music, but they come down to us as powerful expressions of personal faith at critical junctures in the story line of the Bible from creation to redemption.


    “Sing praises to God, sing praises; / sing praises to our King, sing praises. / For God is the King of all the earth; / sing to him a psalm of praise” (Psalm 47:6-7). Songs lift our hearts and minds. They powerfully convey truth poetically and musically. God commands us to love him totally and exclusively with the union of our emotion, intellect and will. That’s why he included songs when he inspired the words of the Bible.


    Some biblical songs are lyrical, and they fit our desire for the symmetry of words and music. The psalms, for example, fit admirably as hymns, even today. But the Bible’s songs also include stunningly simple and classic summaries of foundational truth. Genesis 1, for example, was not composed to be set to music, but in the larger sense the majesty, beauty and power of the creation story have served to inspire countless songs of praise.


    Because songs were the major means of teaching and transmitting God’s truth in earlier centuries, the New Testament writers did not teach truth in poetry to the same degree we find in the Old Testament. Nevertheless, apart from straight narratives, songs in the broadest sense illuminate the pages of the Gospels, Epistles and Revelation. Apostolic declarations constituted the early church’s repertoire of songs.


    Hebrew poetry does not fit the literary formats of historic English poetry. Worshipers of the God who inspired the Old Testament are therefore required to do more thoughtful reflection than usual. But to be quiet before God and meditate on his songs brings immense spiritual dividends.


    This work is not a textbook about or guide to biblical poetry. It is intended to spark communion with God through our emotions, making for truly inspiring worship. Biblical songs inspire both meditation and celebration. This study guide is intended to call God’s people to find eternal truth in new and fresh ways so their worship experiences are more satisfying personally and more pleasing to God.


    Suggestions for Individual Study


    1. As you begin each study, pray that God will speak to you through his Word.


    2. Read the introduction to the study and respond to the personal reflection question or exercise. This is designed to help you focus on God and on the theme of the study.


    3. Each study deals with a particular passage so that you can delve into the author’s meaning in that context. Read and reread the passage to be studied. The questions are written using the language of the New International Version, so you may wish to use that version of the Bible. The New Revised Standard Version is also recommended.


    4. This is an inductive Bible study, designed to help you discover for yourself what Scripture is saying. The study includes three types of questions. Observation questions ask about the basic facts: who, what, when, where and how. Interpretation questions delve into the meaning of the passage. Application questions help you discover the implications of the text for growing in Christ. These three keys unlock the treasures of Scripture.


    Write your answers to the questions in the spaces provided or in a personal journal. Writing can bring clarity and deeper understanding of yourself and of God’s Word.


    5. It might be good to have a Bible dictionary handy. Use it to look up any unfamiliar words, names or places.


    6. Use the prayer suggestion to guide you in thanking God for what you have learned and to pray about the applications that have come to mind.


    7. You may want to go on to the suggestion under “Now or Later,” or you may want to use that idea for your next study.


    Suggestions for Members of a Group Study


    1. Come to the study prepared. Follow the suggestions for individual study mentioned above. You will find that careful preparation will greatly enrich your time spent in group discussion.


    2. Be willing to participate in the discussion. The leader of your group will not be lecturing. Instead, he or she will be encouraging the members of the group to discuss what they have learned. The leader will be asking the questions that are found in this guide.


    3. Stick to the topic being discussed. Your answers should be based on the verses that are the focus of the discussion and not on outside authorities such as commentaries or speakers. These studies focus on a particular passage of Scripture. Only rarely should you refer to other portions of the Bible. This allows for everyone to participate in in-depth study on equal ground.


    4. Be sensitive to the other members of the group. Listen attentively when they describe what they have learned. You may be surprised by their insights! Each question assumes a variety of answers. Many questions do not have “right” answers, particularly questions that aim at meaning or application. Instead the questions push us to explore the passage more thoroughly.


    When possible, link what you say to the comments of others. Also, be affirming whenever you can. This will encourage some of the more hesitant members of the group to participate.


    5. Be careful not to dominate the discussion. We are sometimes so eager to express our thoughts that we leave too little opportunity for others to respond. By all means participate! But allow others to also.


    6. Expect God to teach you through the passage being discussed and through the other members of the group. Pray that you will have an enjoyable and profitable time together, but also that as a result of the study you will find ways that you can take action individually and/or as a group.


    7. Remember that anything said in the group is considered confidential and should not be discussed outside the group unless specific permission is given to do so.


    8. If you are the group leader, you will find additional suggestions at the back of the guide.
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Song of Creation


    Psalm 8


    For the first time, a litter of four infant star siblings have been seen gestating in the belly of a gas cloud. Researchers say the finding supports the theory that most stars do not begin their lives alone. In the Perseus star-forming region, four stars are emerging from a single parent filament, and have been observed moving together as a family. Three of the siblings are balls of gas (within the larger gas filament) that researchers say are on the cusp of collapsing into stars, while the fourth sibling has already become a star.



OEBPS/Images/IVP_Connect_Colophon.png
A
IVP Connect

Au iprint of nterVarsity Jress
osmers Grove. Himnis





OEBPS/Images/9780830810963.jpg
JamMEs W. REAPSOME

SONGS FROM
SCRIPTURE

LifelGuide®

BIBLE STUDIES






OEBPS/Images/LBS_TP_logo_Color.jpg
LifeGuide®

BIBLE STUDIES





