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DEDICATION


This book is for those with whom I’ve enjoyed playing golf over the years:


Dave Smith – the only man I know who drives right-handed and putts left-handed. Clyde Ferguson – the only man I’ve witnessed shooting two eagles. He never did care much for birds!


Dave Ashforth, whose hole in one at the par three Roedean course in Brighton provided him with something to write about in his Racing Post column the following Saturday. Terry Murden – the king of antisocial golf; we meet at the tee and again on the green, but he tends to play on the adjacent fairway between times.


Stuart ‘of course it won’t rain, let’s get out there’ Tibber, with whom I’ve played more golf than anyone. I’m sure I’ll dry out eventually!


Finally, it’s also for Steve Palmer, whose enormous knowledge of and passion for those two Gs – golf and gambling – are so infectious in print and on YouTube. I love the way he tells you that you should have a big punt on a particular golfer, only to hear from the guy who shares the screen that you should always remember to gamble responsibly – the oxymoron of all oxymorons!


BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION


Mart Matthews is the author of numerous quiz books on horseracing, football, music in general, the Beatles, the Rolling Stones, Bob Dylan and Van Morrison. This is his first book on golf. In his dotage he has started writing poetry, but you can have the same odds for him getting that published as you can for him winning the 2026 Open Golf Championship.


LIV


Although golfers now on the LIV Tour will obviously figure in questions in this book, the LIV competitions themselves won’t. The ‘Norman Conquest’, as I call it, is a hyped-up 54-hole globetrotting circus that is an unfortunate cross between sportswashing and greed. Many of these mercenaries claimed they joined it to secure the future for their families, while the rest of us reached for the sick bowl. It’s a tough old life on that PGA Tour! Nobody will remember who won LIV’s pointless tournaments in years to come, and they won’t feature here.
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INTRODUCTION


If you are of a particular age – i.e. ancient – you will probably understand why golf was just an irritation to me in my early teens. The BBC’s coverage of posh blokes trying to get a small white object into a hole demonstrably too small for the purpose was sometimes at the expense of my urgent need to watch the football results come through on that fine example of the benefits of Harold Wilson’s white-hot technological revolution, the teleprinter. It didn’t help that commentator Henry Longhurst, along with all the rest at the BBC except John Arlott, had that public school voice, or that the cameraman’s battle to locate the ball in the air was a lost cause that produced nausea if you watched his efforts on the screen for too long. Then there were the arcane rules that often led to 20 minutes in which absolutely nothing happened, and the fact that the commentator was never really sure how many shots a particular golfer had taken to get to where he now stood.


It also didn’t help that to a working-class teenager from a housing estate, a golf course was an alien place that could have been on the moon. In fact, of course, that was the first thing the astronauts did when they arrived on the damn thing: play golf! Those long drives up to the imposing entrance were presumably there so that any oik could be seen well before he got near the clubhouse, and be filled with buckshot.


I hadn’t even at that stage discovered that wonderful Betjeman poem Seaside Golf, or the PG Wodehouse golf stories that would have had the effect of softening my stance against the game, but I did have a go at putting on holiday in Brighton, and wasn’t too bad at it. The next stage was pitch and putt, to which I had a memorable introduction in Ilfracombe. Annoyed with a wayward effort with a 7 iron, I hurled the offending club at my golf bag on the grass. Not only was that an early example of a suspect temperament, it also produced a shocking conflagration … so that was where I had put the Swan Vestas! My golf was quite literally on fire.


My first time on a real course came many years later at Farnham Park golf course in Stoke Poges, where, in heavy rain, growing more miserable by the minute, I managed to catch just one ball dead right from the edge of a ditch and send it soaring nearly 200 yards down the fairway. I was thinking this game wasn’t so hard after all when, out of the corner of my eye, I saw a man walking over from the adjoining fairway. His first words were: ‘Have you seen my ball?’ Well, you know how that turned out!


However, and this is why golf is great, any useless golfer like myself could put together a video of 20 selected shots that would gain applause from the gallery at a real tournament; as long as you edited out the other 20,000. The most iconic course I’ve played is the Prince’s at Sandwich, where Gene Sarazen won the 1932 Open Championship, and on just one hole I could have held him – just the one.


Golf even figures in one of my favourite jokes. Jesus and Moses are on the first tee. Moses hits a decent drive about 150 yards down the fairway (the clubs weren’t quite as good in those days, and don’t even ask about the balls). Jesus tees up his ball and shanks it almost sideways into rough some 20 yards away. Well, you can’t be good at everything! Just then, a passing hawk flies down and, grabbing the ball in its claws, makes off down the fairway. At the edge of the green it drops the ball, which then rolls several feet across the green and disappears into the hole. And Moses turns to Jesus and says: ‘Are you going to play golf or fuck about?’


I hope you like the book.


Mart Matthews
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ALBATROSS!


An albatross is a golfing term for playing a hole in three under par, i.e. a hole in one at a par four or, more usually, a two at a par five. The Ancient Mariner reminds us not to shoot an albatross, so I’ll avoid that phrase due to bad luck, but anyone who has shot one on a golf course is extremely lucky!


1. One American golfer is the only man to record two albatrosses in majors, doing so in the last round of the 1994 Masters and the first round of the Open Championship at Lytham in 2001. He never won a major, but this was some achievement from which man who was born in Missouri but lives in Texas?


2. In what was described as ‘a shot heard around the world’, who made an albatross at Augusta’s 15th on his final round, on his way to winning the 1935 Masters?


3. At the 11th hole of which golf course did Hunter Mahan in 2007, Harris English in 2019 and Russell Henley in 2022 all score an albatross?


4. An albatross was recorded for the only time in a major at the Old Course at St Andrews in 2000. It came at the fifth hole in the second round and was the work of a South African a very long way down any alphabetical list of golfers. Who shot that albatross? (There, I’ve gone and said it …)


5. Chen Tze-chung, in 1985, and Shaun Micheel, in 2010, have both recorded an albatross in the US Open. But which American golfer became the most recent member of the club by producing one at the 17th in his first round at the Olympic club in 2012?


6. Which Australian golfer got a two at the par five eighth in the first round of the Masters in 1967?


7. Which earlier Open champion produced an albatross at the seventh hole on the last day of the Open at Turnberry in 2009?


8. Which American who went on to win the Open later in the decade gained an albatross at the fifth hole in the second round of the 1972 event at Muirfield?


9. The answer to the last question went on to win his Open title at Birkdale, which was the scene of an albatross for the only time in a major at the 17th in the first round in 1983. It was another American this time, and he was successful in an Open in that decade, but not this one. Who was he?


10. The most memorable albatross I have witnessed on TV came in the final round of the 2012 Masters, when the golfer who eventually finished second produced, on the second hole, a second shot that seemed to take several minutes to find the bottom of the cup. Who struck it?
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BOOKS ON GOLF


They say that those that can do and those that can’t make do with writing about it. Here are a few of their efforts.


11. Michael Corcoran published Duel in the Sun in 2002 – about which famous occasion in golf?


12. Which English golfer used the truism ‘golf is hard’ for the title of his 2024 autobiography, with it probably seeming even harder in the gap between the writing and its appearance on the shelves?


13. Which recently deceased author won praise for A Good Walk Spoiled and The Majors – in Pursuit of Golf’s Holy Grail?


14. Robert Sommers, who came from Baltimore, produced a definitive account of which major golf tournament in 1987?


15. Dale Concannon’s account of the history of which golfing event saw the light of day in 2001 and has since been updated?


16. Which golfer was the subject of a book by Alan Shipnuck, published in 2022?


17. Whose book The Greatest Game Ever Played: Vardon, Ouimet and the Birth of Modern Golf was published in 2002?


18. In 2007, Tom Cox published a book that dealt with his attempts to be a professional golfer. What was its amusing title?


19. Which guru-like figure who has assisted the mindset of numerous golfers over the years started publishing books on golf improvement in the 1990s and has now reached double figures?


20. Which English writer and amateur golfer with a famous grandfather wrote many praised books on golf before his death in 1961 at the age of 84?
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BREAKING 60


21. Which American major winner is the only man to have shot 59 twice in PGA Tour events, doing so in the 2013 BMW Championship and the 2016 Travelers, without winning either event?


22. Who shot a round of 59 in the 1974 Brazilian Open?


A – Jack Nicklaus B – Gary Player C – Lee Trevino D – Tom Watson


23. One of the earliest recorded rounds of 59 came, appropriately enough, in 1959, at the golfer’s own festival. Who shot it?


A – Ben Hogan B – Gene Littler C – Arnold Palmer D – Sam Snead


24. Which two-time American major winner recorded a round of 59 in winning the Sony Hawaii Open in 2017?


25. Which Australian golfer shot 59 in the last round when winning the Greenbrier Classic in 2010?


A – Stuart Appleby B – Jason Day C – Marc Leishman D – Adam Scott


26. Which Canadian golfer appeared to have an inappropriate name when he finished second in the 2017 CareerBuilder Challenge after carding a 13-under 59 in the third round?


27. Who became the only woman to shoot a round in the 50s on the LPGA Tour when winning the Standard Register PING competition in 2001?


28. Rhein Gibson in 2012 and Alexander Hughes in 2020 both went as low as 55 in non-competitive situations on golf courses only 100 miles apart. In which US state?


A – Arizona B – Ohio C – Oklahoma D – Texas


29. Bobby Wyatt’s 57 in 2010 and Kevin Sutherland’s 59 in 2014 were at opposite ends of which spectrum?


30. Which golfer from Florida shot a 59 in the 1999 Bob Hope Chrysler Classic before going on to win his only major two years later?
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CADDIES


31. Mike ‘Fluff’ Cowan was on Tiger’s bag when he won his first major at Augusta in 1997, and also caddied for another major winner when he won his only major early in this century. Who was that golfer?


32. Tiger’s second caddie and the one with whom he won most of his majors was an Australian who was later also on the bag of another major winner. Who was that caddie and who was that major winner?


33. To complete the set, who was caddying for Tiger Woods when he secured his 15th major at the 2019 Masters?


34. What links the following golfers? Mark Calcavecchia, Bernhard Langer, Patrick Reed, Steve Stricker, Nick Watney and Lee Westwood.


35. Who was on Phil Mickelson’s bag for all but one of his major wins?


36. The caddie Jerry ‘Dee’ Darden, who died in 2011 at the age of 82, published a book of photographs of his golfing career in 1994. What was its title?


37. Who at one time or another has carried out caddying duties for major winners Nick Faldo, Sergio García, Adam Scott and Henrik Stenson?


38. Which journalist and one-time bass player for Lloyd Cole and the Commotions had an acclaimed book on his experience of being a caddie in golf’s basement published in 1997 and titled Four Iron in the Soul?


39. Which caddie was on Bernhard Langer’s bag for his two Masters wins and also had spells with Greg Norman, Colin Montgomerie and Seve Ballesteros?


40. Which Scottish caddie enjoyed success with Arnold Palmer in the Open at Birkdale in 1961 and Troon in 1962, and then, when Palmer couldn’t make the 1964 event, ended up assisting Tony Lema’s win at St Andrews despite the golfer never having played the course?
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COLOURS


41. Which colour does Tiger Woods always wear on the Sunday of a tournament?


42. Which colour can be found in the name of the second hole at Augusta National?


43. Rickie Fowler has worn some interesting gear down the years, but which colour is always prevalent on the last day of a competition?


44. Which golfer from Alabama’s 19 PGA Tour wins included the 1977 US Open and the 1985 PGA Championship?


45. A lovely JJ Cale song shares its name with Augusta’s fifth hole. What is it?


46. Which colour does Patrick Cantlay always wear on the final day of a tournament?


47. In the famous photograph of Tom Watson and Jack Nicklaus arm in arm after their epic 1977 battle at Turnberry, what colour sweater is Jack wearing?


48. Which British golfer took the Irish Open in 1978, the Dutch Open in 1983 and the Southern Open on the PGA Tour in Georgia in 1987, before moving into TV work?


49. Which colour did Seve Ballesteros favour on the last day of a tournament?


50. What colour were the shirts worn in the singles by the European Ryder Cup team in 1989 when they tied at home and when they won away in 1995?
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CRAZY GOLF 1


51. Early in the 1964 film Goldfinger, James Bond and the eponymous Goldfinger play a round of golf together. They used a convenient course for the filming as it wasn’t far from Pinewood Studios. Which course hosted the golf that day?


52. Where did Alan Shepard hit two balls with a Spalding 6 iron in February 1971?


53. The albatross, at three under par for a hole, is a very rare bird indeed. But what do the Americans call three under par?


54. Which famous golfer, competing in the Australian Wills Masters in Melbourne in 1967, literally found himself up a gum tree when he clambered up one at the ninth hole to blast his ball out with a 1 iron?


55. What does the phrase ‘dormie four’ mean in match play?


56. Which English writer’s story The Clicking of Cuthbert describes a round of golf between a fictional duo and the pairing of Trotsky and Lenin?


57. What contribution did sheep make to the earliest days of links golf?


58. Which course on the Wirral that was established in 1902 was used in the opening scenes of This City Is Ours, the BBC crime drama that reached our screens in 2025?


59. In 1998, at the age of 45, which Scottish golfer became the first man on the European Tour to chalk up 600 tournaments, it being estimated that he had walked over 14,000 miles in doing so?


60. Which Cornish golf course is celebrated in John Betjeman’s poem Seaside Golf?
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CRAZY GOLF 2


61. Who was the only golfer in the field in the 2025 Masters whose score got better each day when he carded 75, 71, 70 and 69?


A – Hideki Matsuyama B – Jon Rahm C – Patrick Reed D – Jordan Spieth


62. When James Bond plays golf with Goldfinger, which real golfer is mentioned in the dialogue by 007’s caddie?


A – Ben Hogan B – Arnold Palmer C – Gary Player D – Sam Snead


63. Which US Open winner of the 21st century only qualified for the competition by holing a six-footer at the last hole at Surrey’s Walton Heath course?


A – Michael Campbell B – Matt Fitzpatrick C – Geoff Ogilvy D – Justin Rose


64. What did Al Geiberger do in the second round of the 1977 Memphis Classic that had never been done on the PGA Tour before?


65. Who became the oldest man to make the cut in a major when he did so at the age of 67 in the 1979 PGA Championship?


66. Which golfer’s life story was the subject of a 1951 film called Follow the Sun that starred Glenn Ford and Anne Baxter?


67. Who was the only man to captain the USA in the Ryder Cup in both the 1980s and 1990s?


A – Jack Nicklaus B – Dave Stockton C – Lee Trevino D – Tom Watson


68. Although they haven’t been quite so successful of late, the organisers of the US Open like to make it a tough examination and prefer the winner’s score to be around par. The biggest score to par by a winner of the event occurred in the inter-war period. Who shot a score of 17 over par in winning the competition?


A – Tommy Armour B – Olin Dutra C – Walter Hagen D – Byron Nelson


69. JT Poston managed to do it at the 2019 Wyndham Championship, but the first man to do it on the PGA Tour was Lee Trevino at the Greater New Orleans Open in 1974. What was it?


70. Talking of Lee Trevino, it’s fairly well known in golfing circles that he was struck by lightning at the Western Open near Chicago in 1975. But which 18-year-old South African golfer was nearly killed by lighting at Polokwane Golf Club?


A – Ernie Els B – Retief Goosen C – Brandon Grace D – Trevor Immelman
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CRAZY GOLF 3


71. Which father and son were both on the winning side in the Ryder Cup, the father in 1933 and the son in 1957?


72. A two-time winner of the US Open once shot the same number in all four rounds of that event. It occurred at Oakmont in 1994, when his four 70s meant he missed the three-way play-off by one stroke. Who was he?


73. Which man who caddied for Tom Watson in two spells for nearly 30 years died in 2004 from what is often known as Lou Gehrig’s disease?
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