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    INTRODUCTION
AN INTERVIEW WITH THE AUTHOR
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            CHARACTERS

          

          	
            A reporter from the New York Times


            Carlos Gontow, the author of “The Classroom is a Stage”

          
        

      
    


    (Carlos is walking down the street. The reporter approaches him.)


    
      
        
          	
            REPORTER

          

          	
            Excuse me, sir. I’m a reporter from “The New York Times.”

          
        


        
          	
            CARLOS

          

          	
            (With a smile.) Yes?

          
        


        
          	
            REPORTER

          

          	
            You’re Carlos Gontow, the writer of the book “The Classroom is a Stage,” right?

          
        


        
          	
            CARLOS

          

          	
            (Proud.) Yes, that’s me.

          
        


        
          	
            REPORTER

          

          	
            Can I ask you some questions?

          
        


        
          	
            CARLOS

          

          	
            (Trying to be nice, because “The New York Times” is a famous newspaper.) Sure. Go ahead.

          
        


        
          	
            REPORTER

          

          	
            You’re an English teacher and an actor, right?

          
        


        
          	
            CARLOS

          

          	
            That’s right.

          
        


        
          	
            REPORTER

          

          	
            How long have you been an English teacher?

          
        


        
          	
            CARLOS

          

          	
            Since 1987.

          
        


        
          	
            REPORTER

          

          	
            And why did you decide to use theater to teach English?

          
        


        
          	
            CARLOS

          

          	
            (Thinks for a while.) Well, uh… I don’t exactly know. I’ve always loved theater and ever since I was a young boy in school, I’ve always used theater in my presentations.

          
        


        
          	
            REPORTER

          

          	
            What do you mean?

          
        


        
          	
            CARLOS

          

          	
            When I was in school and I had to present a paper on something, let’s say the discovery of America, I would put on a little play and tell the story in theater form. It was fun, and students who watched it had fun, too and learned a lot. So for me it was only natural to use theater to teach English.

          
        


        
          	
            REPORTER

          

          	
            And what are the advantages of using theater to learn English?

          
        


        
          	
            CARLOS

          

          	
            There are many advantages. (Thinks.) Uh… First of all, theater recreates life, and the language used in theater is very close to the language we use in real life. In real life, people hesitate… uh… make mistakes, forget what they were going to say… let me see… what else?… Well, they misunderstand each other, leave unfinished sentences, are interrupted by others… uh… I think that’s it… Language in textbooks is “too perfect”…

          
        


        
          	
            REPORTER

          

          	
            (Interrupting.) Too perfect?

          
        


        
          	
            CARLOS

          

          	
            Yeah, one line follows another without interruptions. You know exactly what the other person is going to say. Many times students have the feeling that they have to memorize the conversations in their textbooks and get frustrated when they are not able to follow them perfectly. In real life, there are many different ways to say the same thing, and you cannot control what the other person is going to say. You have to be ready to improvise.

          
        


        
          	
            REPORTER

          

          	
            But in theater you know what the other person is going to say. Don’t you have to memorize the… the… what’s it called?

          
        


        
          	
            CARLOS

          

          	
            The script.

          
        


        
          	
            REPORTER

          

          	
            Yes… sorry… don’t actors have to memorize the script?

          
        


        
          	
            CARLOS

          

          	
            Of course they do, but many times people forget the script, change words, use a synonym instead of the word that’s written in the text. They have to improvise. And in real life they have to improvise, too. So this experience will prepare them for life.

          
        


        
          	
            REPORTER

          

          	
            That’s interesting.

          
        


        
          	
            CARLOS

          

          	
            And in real life, when people communicate, they use gestures, facial expressions, body language, eye contact… uh… many other features of communication. In a classroom, many times students read a dialog looking at the book. They don’t communicate to each other. They don’t change the tones of their voices. They read the dialogs mechanically. That is very artificial.

          
        


        
          	
            REPORTER

          

          	
            And what other advantages are there?

          
        


        
          	
            CARLOS

          

          	
            Well, theater can increase students’ motivation.

          
        


        
          	
            REPORTER

          

          	
            How?

          
        


        
          	
            CARLOS

          

          	
            Many students, especially young ones, learn English because their parents force them to. A lot of English students don’t have a chance to travel to English speaking countries or speak to native speakers and never get a chance to put what they are learning into practice. It’s common to see English students ask, “Why do I have to study English?” Parents say, “English is important for your future.” But for them the future is tonight. They can’t relate to an objective that is so far away from them. When we are rehearsing a play, they only think about the presentation of the play. They have to learn their lines and act them out well, because they want to look good on stage. They have an objective in mind when they come to the English class, “I have to study English to present this play.” They’ll really look forward to presenting it. And they learn English much faster when they’re motivated. And most of all, theater is fun!

          
        


        
          	
            REPORTER

          

          	
            Fun?

          
        


        
          	
            CARLOS

          

          	
            (Smiles.) Sure! It’s fun to pretend to be somebody else and say and do many things that you don’t do in your everyday life. I like to say to my students that being an actor is not being afraid of the ridiculous. You can be ridiculous, you can say ridiculous things, because you are not you – you are the character you are playing.

          
        


        
          	
            REPORTER

          

          	
            And how about grammar? Do students learn grammar when they’re acting?

          
        


        
          	
            CARLOS

          

          	
            Theater is a wonderful way to help students to learn structures. When they’re acting, they don’t think about grammar – they just worry about remembering their lines and acting. By repeating the same lines many times, they will eventually remember them and, consequently, acquire lots of grammar structures. And a funny thing that happens is that, at the end, all students know everybody’s lines, so they learn much more.

          
        


        
          	
            REPORTER

          

          	
            I see. So how can teachers use the plays in your book?

          
        


        
          	
            CARLOS

          

          	
            Well, there are 40 short plays – sketches – in the book. Before each sketch there’s a page with some information for teachers – the level of English, the grammar structures and vocabulary involved in the sketch, the recommended age for the students, the number of characters (with some suggestions to change it), suggestions for costumes, the playing time and some suggestions for production. It’s very easy to find a play that is good for your students. And you can always adapt the stories.

          
        


        
          	
            REPORTER

          

          	
            How?

          
        


        
          	
            CARLOS

          

          	
            I included two plays, “Mr. Ache” and “The Rabbit Family Game,” which have different versions, with more or fewer characters, and more difficult or easier lines. They’re two examples of what teachers can do with all the plays – change them, include more things, omit things. Everything is possible. There are some sketches that were inspired by other plays and books, and I really hope teachers will be inspired to write or adapt their own sketches.

          
        


        
          	
            REPORTER

          

          	
            If teachers don’t want to put on a show or simply don’t have time to rehearse a play, can they still use your book?

          
        


        
          	
            CARLOS

          

          	
            Definitely! All the sketches can be done in the classroom, with very simple scenery and props. That’s why the book is called “The Classroom is a Stage.” You don’t need a theater to use these plays. Teachers can simply have students read the plays in small groups. Students can present them in front of the class, just reading their lines. Teachers should encourage students to stand up, move, look at each other, touch each other, and raise their voices. They can also ask students to read a play and write a different version of the same story. Students can write it at home, then rehearse in class and present it at the end.

          
        


        
          	
            REPORTER

          

          	
            What else?

          
        


        
          	
            CARLOS

          

          	
            Well, they can always put on a show – a combination of many sketches – and present it. Parents love to see their children acting and speaking English on stage. You can do it as an extra-class activity and get students from different classes to put on a play and present it to the whole school. In this case, you can get students who don’t want to act to be sound operators, backstage assistants, costume designers, or anything you can think of. You can have a school festival and have groups from different classes present their plays. There are so many possibilities!

          
        


        
          	
            REPORTER

          

          	
            Do you have any suggestions for teachers who want to put on a play with their students?

          
        


        
          	
            CARLOS

          

          	
            Let me think… Uh… Practice it many times, help the students to remember their lines, show them their positions on stage. At the end of each rehearsal, have them do the whole play without any interruptions. This will help them to get confidence. Tell them to continue even if they make a mistake.

          
        


        
          	
            REPORTER

          

          	
            Why?

          
        


        
          	
            CARLOS

          

          	
            Because mistakes happen and they have to be ready to improvise. Also, when students are presenting the play, don’t help them and don’t stay on stage with them.

          
        


        
          	
            REPORTER

          

          	
            Why not?

          
        


        
          	
            CARLOS

          

          	
            I think teachers who help the students all the time or stay on stage with them while they’re doing the play are sending them the message, “I don’t think you can do it.” It’s important to trust your students and make them feel confident. Rehearse the play as many times as necessary, stop when you have to correct them, do it again and again and again. Then do it once from beginning to end, without any interruptions or corrections. Tell them that this is what’s going to happen when they’re presenting the show. When the rehearsal is over, you can make comments like, “You forgot to say this,” “You’ve said the wrong lines,” “You have to stand a little bit to the left,” etc.

          
        


        
          	
            REPORTER

          

          	
            Don’t students feel bad when they make a mistake?

          
        


        
          	
            CARLOS

          

          	
            It’s OK to make mistakes. Everybody makes mistakes. I also like to tell my students that the audience doesn’t know what they’re supposed to say, so if they make a mistake, it’s OK. Of course we should try to correct all the mistakes during rehearsals. If students get used to the fact that you won’t help them, they will study their parts better and, as a result, will be more confident on stage. Otherwise, they’ll always depend on the teachers.

          
        


        
          	
            REPORTER

          

          	
            I understand. Any other suggestions?

          
        


        
          	
            CARLOS

          

          	
            Speak English all the time when you’re rehearsing the play and tell the students to do the same. This will also help students to be more fluent and ready for improvisations if something goes wrong.

          
        


        
          	
            REPORTER

          

          	
            Mr. Gontow…

          
        


        
          	
            CARLOS

          

          	
            (Interrupting him.) Call me Carlos, please.

          
        


        
          	
            REPORTER

          

          	
            Carlos, are the plays in this book only for children?

          
        


        
          	
            CARLOS

          

          	
            No, definitely not. There are many plays that can be used by teenagers and adults. I find, from my experience, that adult students love to role play and act. They have a great time rehearsing a play and presenting it, even if it’s just a one-day activity and if they only present it in front of the class.

          
        


        
          	
            REPORTER

          

          	
            Great! Is there anything else you’d like to add?

          
        


        
          	
            CARLOS

          

          	
            Uh… I just would like to thank some people who have worked with me and have helped me to write some of the plays. Let’s see… Cláudia Martins, Maria Amélia Marcus, Mila Rey and Cris Gontow. And also all the students who have acted in my plays – they’ve learned a lot from theater and I’ve learned a lot from them. I’d like to dedicate this book to my wife Cris, who gives me love and inspiration, and to my kids, Bruna and Pedro.

          
        


        
          	
            REPORTER

          

          	
            Well, thanks a lot for the interview.

          
        


        
          	
            CARLOS

          

          	
            Oh, you’re welcome. It was a pleasure.

          
        


        
          	
            REPORTER

          

          	
            Bye.

          
        


        
          	
            CARLOS

          

          	
            Bye… (Calling, showing the book.) Hey, I have a copy of the book right here. Don’t you want my autograph?

          
        


        
          	
            REPORTER

          

          	
            No, thanks. (Tries to leave.)

          
        


        
          	
            CARLOS

          

          	
            (Calling.) How about my picture? Don’t you want to take my picture? (Dreaming, talking to himself.) Imagine that… my picture in “The New York Times…” Wow!

          
        

      
    


    (The reporter exits quickly, while Carlos is daydreaming.)


    THE END


    
      
        
          	
             

          

          	
            This book is photocopiable. Teachers can make copies of the plays they want to use and distribute them to students.


            Este livro é fotocopiável para uso em sala de aula. O professor poderá fazer cópias das peças com as quais irá trabalhar e distribuí-las aos seus alunos.

          
        

      
    

  


  
    AN ACTING CLASS
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    LEVEL OF ENGLISH: Lower intermediate


    RECOMMENDED AGE: Teenagers and adults


    STRUCTURES:


    Grammar: Difference between “each other” and “oneself”


    Vocabulary: acting vocabulary (rehearse, memorize, script, etc.)


    NUMBER OF CHARACTERS: 3 – A teacher and 2 students


    COSTUMES: Ordinary clothes


    PLAYING TIME: Approximately 5 minutes


    SOME SUGGESTIONS:


    [image: ] You don’t need special scenery for this sketch, since it’s an acting class. The characters are in a classroom.


    [image: ] It’s important that the two students act very badly when they’re doing the scene from the play “Goodbye my Love.” The more they exaggerate, the funnier it will be.
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    AN ACTING CLASS1
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            CHARACTERS

          

          	
            Teacher


            Rick, an acting student who hates Grace


            Grace, an acting student who hates Rick

          
        

      
    


    (Rick and Grace are in the classroom. The teacher arrives.)


    
      
        
          	
            TEACHER

          

          	
            OK, Rick and Grace. Are you ready to start our acting class?

          
        


        
          	
            RICK

          

          	
            Yes.

          
        


        
          	
            GRACE

          

          	
            I’m ready.

          
        


        
          	
            TEACHER

          

          	
            All right. Let’s start at the beginning. Let’s try to rehearse the scene.

          
        


        
          	
            RICK

          

          	
            Rehearse?

          
        


        
          	
            TEACHER

          

          	
            Yes, rehearse, practice the scene. Actors always rehearse before they present a show. Don’t you know that?

          
        


        
          	
            RICK

          

          	
            Of course I do.

          
        


        
          	
            TEACHER

          

          	
            Did you memorize the script I gave you last class?

          
        


        
          	
            GRACE

          

          	
            Script? What’s a script?

          
        


        
          	
            TEACHER

          

          	
            The script is the text of the play or the film. It has the lines you have to say. Did you study the scene?

          
        


        
          	
            GRACE

          

          	
            I studied my part. But I’m sure he didn’t memorize his part, as usual.

          
        


        
          	
            RICK

          

          	
            Of course I did.

          
        


        
          	
            GRACE

          

          	
            Let’s see.

          
        


        
          	
            TEACHER

          

          	
            OK. OK… Let’s start. This is a scene from the play “Goodbye my Love.” (To Rick.) Rick, you are David, a doctor who takes care of poor people. (To Grace.) Grace, you are Jane, a nurse in India. David and Jane love each other.

          
        


        
          	
            GRACE

          

          	
            They love each other?

          
        


        
          	
            TEACHER

          

          	
            Yes, they love each other. David loves Jane, and Jane loves David. They love each other.

          
        


        
          	
            GRACE

          

          	
            I understand.

          
        


        
          	
            TEACHER

          

          	
            Start!

          
        

      
    


    (Rick and Grace act badly.)


    
      
        
          	
            RICK

          

          	
            It’s time too say goodbye, Jane.

          
        


        
          	
            GRACE

          

          	
            Oh, no, David!

          
        


        
          	
            RICK

          

          	
            I have to go.

          
        


        
          	
            GRACE

          

          	
            (Cries.) Don’t go. I love you, David.

          
        


        
          	
            RICK

          

          	
            I love you, too, Jane. But I can’t stay. There are many people in the world who need my help.

          
        


        
          	
            GRACE

          

          	
            I know. (Cries.) Will we see each other again?

          
        


        
          	
            RICK

          

          	
            Of course we will, Jane, because we love each other!

          
        


        
          	
            TEACHER

          

          	
            Stop! Look, Grace, I know you don’t like Rick and Rick, I know you don’t like Grace.

          
        


        
          	
            GRACE

          

          	
            Like? We hate each other!

          
        


        
          	
            TEACHER

          

          	
            Yes, but you are studying to be actors. Remember that when you are acting, you are not yourselves. You are the characters. In this scene David and Jane love each other, right?

          
        


        
          	
            RICK

          

          	
            Right, but…

          
        


        
          	
            TEACHER

          

          	
            No “buts.” You have to look at each other (Rick and Grace look at each other with disgust.), you have to touch each other (Rick and Grace touch each other’s hands with disgust.), smile at each other (Rick and Grace smile at each other with disgust.), and kiss each other. Right?

          
        


        
          	
            GRACE

          

          	
            Right! I’m doing my part well, but Rick only thinks about himself.

          
        


        
          	
            RICK

          

          	
            What about her? She thinks she’s the best. She only talks about herself.

          
        

      
    


    (Rick and Grace start talking to themselves.)


    
      
        
          	
            TEACHER

          

          	
            What did you say?

          
        


        
          	
            RICK

          

          	
            Nothing. I’m just talking to myself.

          
        


        
          	
            GRACE

          

          	
            Me too. I’m talking to myself.

          
        


        
          	
            TEACHER

          

          	
            This is theater. You’re not supposed to talk to yourselves. You’re supposed to talk to each other.

          
        


        
          	
            RICK

          

          	
            Right, but…

          
        


        
          	
            TEACHER

          

          	
            Enough. Let’s start the scene again.

          
        

      
    


    (They start the scene again.)


    
      
        
          	
            RICK

          

          	
            It’s time to say goodbye, Jane.

          
        


        
          	
            GRACE

          

          	
            Oh, no, David!

          
        


        
          	
            RICK

          

          	
            I have to go.

          
        


        
          	
            TEACHER

          

          	
            (Interrupting.) Stop! Stop! Rick, let’s think about this scene.

          
        


        
          	
            RICK

          

          	
            Think about the scene?

          
        


        
          	
            TEACHER

          

          	
            Yes. Let’s think about it. If you understand what David is feeling, you’ll be able to concentrate.

          
        


        
          	
            RICK

          

          	
            OK.

          
        


        
          	
            TEACHER

          

          	
            Rick, this is a love story. How does David feel?

          
        


        
          	
            RICK

          

          	
            He’s sad, because he has to go, but he doesn’t want to. He loves Jane.

          
        


        
          	
            TEACHER

          

          	
            Exactly, very good. We’re starting to understand each other. I’m starting to understand you and you’re starting to understand me. And we’re starting to understand something.

          
        


        
          	
            RICK

          

          	
            (Happy.) Good.

          
        


        
          	
            TEACHER

          

          	
            Now try to show your feelings!

          
        


        
          	
            RICK

          

          	
            (Insecure.) That’s difficult…

          
        

      
    


    (Grace laughs. Rick looks at her angrily.)


    
      
        
          	
            TEACHER

          

          	
            Why don’t you try it, Grace?

          
        


        
          	
            GRACE

          

          	
            No problem. Watch this, Rick. (Starts.) It’s time to say goodbye.

          
        


        
          	
            TEACHER

          

          	
            Yes, that’s right.

          
        


        
          	
            GRACE

          

          	
            (Happy.) Did you like it?

          
        


        
          	
            TEACHER

          

          	
            No, but it’s really time to say goodbye. (Looks at his watch.) The class is over. See you next time! Bye!

          
        

      
    


    (Teacher exits. Rick and Grace look at each other angrily and exit to different sides.)


    THE END

  


  
    1. Inspired by the story “Together Again,” in the book “American Streamline Connections.”

  


  
    AT THE BOOKSTORE



    
      [image: ]
    


    LEVEL OF ENGLISH: Basic


    RECOMMENDED AGE: Teenagers and adults


    STRUCTURES:


    Grammar: Simple present tense


    Vocabulary: Homophones (Words that sound the same but are written differently)


    NUMBER OF CHARACTERS: 2 – A clerk and a customer


    COSTUMES: Ordinary Clothes


    PLAYING TIME: Between 5 and 8 minutes


    SOME SUGGESTIONS:


    [image: ] To set the scene for the bookstore, get a bookcase and fill it with books.


    [image: ] You can use a table for a counter. The clerk can stand behind the counter.


    [image: ] You also need a chair or an armchair, where the customer sits at the end.


    [image: ] Get an old telephone directory to be the dictionary. Make a cover for it with paper and write “Oxfurd Dictionary of English.” Because it’s old, you can rip off some pages and it will be funny because it’s a very thick book.


    
      [image: ]
    


    AT THE BOOKSTORE1
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            CHARACTERS

          

          	
            Clerk


            Woman

          
        


        
          	

          	
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            Good morning.

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            Can I help you?

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            Oh, yes. Do you have the book “Juliet and Romeo?”

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            Ah, you mean “Romeo and Juliet” by Shakespeare.

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            No, no, by Chiquitita de Nava.

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            Ma’am, I’m sure “Romeo and Juliet” was written by William Shakespeare.

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            No, no, Shakespeare wrote “Romeo and Juliet.” I’m looking for “Juliet and Romeo” by the great Mexican author Chiquitita de Nava.

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            Well then, we don’t have it.

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            (Looking around.) That’s interesting. You have a lot of books here.

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            (A little disturbed.) Yes, we do, but we don’t have “Juliet and Romeo” by Chiquitita de Nada.

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            De Nava!

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            De Nava… of course.

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            That’s too bad. It’s much better than “Romeo and Juliet” by Shakespeare.

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            Better?

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            Yes, the story has more details.

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            I’m sorry, but I don’t have it.

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            Oh, OK. How about “Hare?”

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            Oh, we have that one. (Moves towards the shelf to get it.)

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            That’s “H-A-R-E,” also by Chiquitita de Nava.

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            (Pause.) In that case, we don’t have it. We have “Hair,” H-A-I-R, the musical, but not “Hare,” H-A-R-E by Chiquitita de Nada.

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            De Nava!

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            Yes, de Nava. In fact, we don’t have anything by Chiquitita de Nava. Actually, she’s not very popular.

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            Not very popular? She’s my favorite writer.

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            Well, sorry.

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            Do you have “The Last Good Buy?”

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            (Happy.) Yes, it’s a very good book. (Moves towards the shelf to get it.)

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            That’s buy, B-U-Y.

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            (Coming back.) Definitely not. I don’t have it.

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            (Moving towards door.) Sorry to trouble you. Thanks anyway.

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            No problem.

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            Bye.

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            Bye bye.

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            (Turning around.) Excuse me!

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            (Trying to control himself.) Anything else?

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            I wonder if you have “The Hunchback of Dotre Name.”

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            No, as I told you we don’t have anything by Chiquitita de Nava.

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            No, not Chiquitita de Nava. Victor Huggo.

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            (Happy.) Victor Hugo?

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            Yes.

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            (Excitedly.) You mean “The Hunchback of Notre Dame.”

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            No, “The Hunchback of Dotre Name” by Victor Huggo. That’s Huggo with two gs, the famous Canadian writer.

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            (After a pause.) No, well, we don’t have “The Hunchback of Dotre Name” by Victor Huggo, the famous Canadian writer and we don’t have “The Hunchback of Sotre Vame” by Hictor Vugo or “The Hunchback of Votre Same” by Mictor Pugo. Why don’t you go to Barney’s Bookstore?2

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            I’ve been there. They sent me here.

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            Did they?

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            Oh, I wonder if you have “The Wonderful Marvelous Fantastic Great Adventures of An Intelligent Brilliant Good Looking But A Little Tired English Teacher at Super English School”,3 volume 18.

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            (After a pause.) No, we don’t have that. (Looks around.) Funny, we have a lot of books here. Well, I don’t want to take too much of your time. (Points to the door.) Good bye, thank you.

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            Do you have…

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            (Interrupting her.) No, we don’t! No, we don’t!

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            But… I…

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            Sorry, no. (Looking at his watch.) Anyway, we are closing for lunch.

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            Closing for lunch? But it’s nine o’clock in the morning!…

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            In that case, we are closing for breakfast.

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            But I saw the book over there.

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            I’m sorry…

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            I saw it there. I saw it!

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            (Shouts.) What? What? What?!?

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            I saw it over there. (Points.) “Oxfurd Dictionary of English.”4

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            (After a pause.) “Oxfurd Dictionary of English?”

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            Yes.

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            Oxfurd, O-X-F-U-R-D?

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            Yes.

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            Dictionary, D-I-C-T-I-O-N-A-R-Y?

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            Yes.

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            Well, we do have that… (Moves towards the shelf to get it.)

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            The simplified edition…

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            (After a pause, politely.) I’m sorry, I didn’t understand very well.

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            The simplified edition.

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            (Exploding.) The simplified edition of “Oxfurd Dictionary of English?”

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            The one without the letter “C.”

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            (Very surprised.) The one without the letter “C?” All Oxfurd Dictionaries of English come with the letter “C.” Every dictionary comes with the letter “C.”

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            Well, I don’t like it.

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            (Furious.) All right, I’ll remove it. (Rips some pages out of the book.) Any other letters you don’t like?

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            I don’t like the letter “P.”

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            (Screaming.) The letter “P!” Right! The letter “P!” (Rips some pages out of the book.) There you are! Any others you don’t like, any others?

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            The letter “W.”

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            Right! (Flipping through the book.) Letter “W…” Letter “W…” Letter “W…” (Rips some pages out of the book.) There you are! No “C”s, no “P”s, no “W”s! There’s your dictionary! (Gives it to her.)

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            I can’t buy that. It’s all torn! You tore the pages! (The clerk moans.) I wonder if you have…

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            Sure, ask me anything. We have lots of books here. (Shouts.) It’s a bookstore!

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            Well, how about “War and Piece?” Piece, P-I-E-C-E.

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            No, no, we don’t have that. Strange…

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            “On the Rode.” Rode, R-O-D-E.

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            No, no, no, try again…

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            “Cinderella.”

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            No, no, no, no… (Realizing.) What?

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            “Cinderella.”

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            “Cinderella…” Yes, yes, yes! I have it! (Tries to find it on the shelf.) I’ve seen it somewhere. I know it! (Laughs.) Hee, hee, hee, hee, hee!!! Ha ha hoo hoo! Wait! Wait! (Gets the book.) Is that it? Is that it? Yes! Here’s your book. (Gives it to her.) Now buy it!

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            (Quickly.) I don’t have enough money.

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            I’ll take a deposit.

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            I don’t have any money.

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            I’ll take a check.

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            I don’t have a checkbook.

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            (Giving.) Here’s one. Use mine!

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            I don’t have a bank account!

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            Right! I’ll buy it for you! (Giving her the book and the money.) There you are! There’s your change! There’s some money for a taxi home. There’s your book. Now go!

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            Wait! Wait!

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            What?

          
        


        
          	
            WOMAN

          

          	
            I can’t read.

          
        


        
          	
            CLERK

          

          	
            (After a long pause. Very quietly.) You can’t… read. (Pause.) Right! (Shouts.) Sit down! Sit down! Sit! (She sits.) Are you sitting comfortably? Right! (Opens the book and reads.) “Cinderella. Once upon a time in a faraway kingdom, there was a nice man who lived with his daughter…”

          
        

      
    


    THE END
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