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Foreword



Tribute To Compass



Tony Kelly CSsR


 


I am honoured to be invited by my old friend and colleague, the ever-indefatigable Peter Malone, MSC, to write a few words to preface this compendious work of reference. In this sizable volume we find surveyed all the articles and the authors that have gone into the making of Compass Theology Review over these past fifty years—a remarkable achievement in itself. The author of this work, so brimming with historical reference and many-sided theological and pastoral comment, wisely suggests that this is a book we dip into rather than expect to read it from beginning to end. Mind you, the task of dipping into a text such as this is made much easier with the index of authors and topics that complete this work of meticulous record.


The pages of this book offer a valuable insight into the thinking and the faith of the writers and readers of a past era—as the subtitle has it, ‘50 years of Australians doing theology’. It shows as well the beginnings of an Australian theology—inspired in no small measure by Peter Malone as editor of both Compass and of a number books designed to develop an Australian theology—earthed in this time and space, alive to thousands of years of Aboriginal pre-history, and increasingly in contact with the ancient worlds of Asia, and caught up in new waves of missiology in Oceania. Many of the contributors to this review belonged to missionary orders involved in this part of the world. and hence brought a fresh sense of direction and a new breadth to the traditional business of theology.


The articles referred to in this survey cover an extraordinary period of theological development. It began with the Second Vatican Council with all its creativity and ferment; and moved through times of rapid change, affecting religious orders, the Church as a whole, theology itself and theological education. These times experienced the trauma of Humanae Vitae, the influence of the different popes in this period, the challenges of ecumenism, interfaith dialogue, and so much else ranging from evolution, ecology and modern science.


This was an extraordinary time for Australia, for theology and Catholic thinking; and through it all Compass was a blessed point of reference. That it was so, and for so long, was enabled by the generosity of a particular religious order, the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart, and the four editors that emerged to take up the task. Half a century ago, Dennis Murphy MSC implemented his original vision and made it practical and communicable by getting this review started. He was followed by Peter Hoy, MSC, then the author of this book, Peter Malone MSC who edited Compass from 1972 to 1998, and finally Barry Brundell, MSC, from 1999 to 2016. Under their guidance over five decades Compass was born, lived, grew and finally breathed its last, ending as it began as a brave and sustained instance of pastoral and theological communication.


While giving thanks for the place Compass had in our lives and in the life for the Church in this time and place, its inevitable demise is felt something like a death in the family. Its pages witnessed to a quite marvellous collaboration of various religious orders, and their encouragement of the laity not only to do theology, but also to contribute to its articulation in many areas. It is hard to separate Compass from the context of the Yarra Theological Union and other theological bodies, for example, the United Faculty with its Jesuit membership. Indeed, my involvement with YTU from the early ‘70s meant almost immediately the impetus to write for Compass, not only because of insistent blandishment of the editor but also because that is what we theologians did in those uncomplicated and spontaneous days before the imposition of so-called academic criteria—which tended to detach living theology from real life.


The articles appearing in Compass, as the reader will see, were meant to be read. This review was not intended to be, nor did it ever become, an attic of irrelevant academic speculation. In a usually brief number of words, the authors contributed on an amazing variety of topics. Theological considerations were related to the worlds of spirituality, missiology, ecumenism, psychology, religious education, science and art—and much else. Most of the writers were lecturers and usually pastorally involved in the surrounding parishes. All are especially indebted to Peter Malone, who, along with his highly regarded teaching and writing, flew the flag of expert review and comment on film at a time when that was not recognised by the prim theological establishment. Such hesitation must now sheepishly recognise Peter’s international reputation in this domain.


To my mind, a genial Catholicity pervaded and animated Compass Theological Review throughout its life. There was nothing rigid or exclusive in its content and style. Always a long way from a defensive ‘Catholicism’ (itself not a Catholic word), it exhibited the wisdom, expansiveness and general good sense of a truly Catholic spirit, deep and broad, often in difficult times. Our editors deserve the highest praise, for their judgment, patience and discretion.


No doubt all this derived from the mission of the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart: openness of heart and mind, dedication and professionalism, conspiring to give the Compass we now miss after these fifty years; and for which the Australian Church must give sincere thanks.





Introduction


 


At the end of 2016, the editor of Compass Theology Review, Barry Brundell MSC announced that after 50 years, the magazine would cease publication. Regrettable but necessary in an age where even the most popular of print papers and magazines had to re-assess their output in an online and social media era.


Compass was the brainchild of Dennis Murphy MSC, who had studied theology in post-war Rome as well as biblical studies there and in Jerusalem. He had returned to Australia in 1956 and was teaching at the seminary of the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart in Croydon, Victoria. He had a major role to play in opening up the Scriptures, especially the Old Testament, for the seminarians and for other groups around Melbourne. One of his concerns by the mid-60s was that so many people, including the clergy and religious, were getting their news about the Second Vatican Council and its aftermath from the popular media rather than from those reflecting seriously on the implications of the Council.


He decided to go ahead with a new theology magazine, though the Provincial Council of the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart did not readily endorse the project. He was supported by a publisher, John Ostermeier, from Spectrum Publications, who published the magazine for its first six years after which it was taken on by Chevalier Press, the MSC publishing arm, in 1973.


Dennis Murphy had the support of the staff at Croydon, especially from the Director of Students, Jim Cuskelly MSC, who had already been opening up horizons in theology and who contributed to the early issues of Compass. A number of the students contributed book reviews over the years as well as some theological notes. Dennis was ardently committed to the enterprise and had a collaborator with many articles and reviews, James Waters. Actually, James Waters was Dennis himself, utilising his second name and his mother’s maiden name.


While there were a number of American periodicals subscribed to by the seminaries as well as Australia’s own Australasian Catholic Record from St Patrick’s, Manly, New South Wales, it was the collected documents of the Council, edited by Walter Abbott SJ, which were making some impact. There were some writers who were beginning to popularise the new trends in biblical studies and theology, Alexander Jones from Britain and John L. McKenzie SJ from the US, for instance. And, in 1966, the new English translation of the Bible, with introductions and notes, The Jerusalem Bible, was published in the English-speaking world.


Over the fifty years of Compass, there were only four editors. Dennis Murphy edited the 1967 issues but then contracted hepatitis and soon moved to Sydney as the second rector of St Paul’s Late Vocations Seminary.


The next editor was Peter Hoy MSC, 1968–971. He was assisted by Cyril Connolly MSC.


From 1972–1998, the editor was Peter Malone MSC. In 1972–1974, John Flynn was an Associate Editor, with Paul Stenhouse as Executive Editor.


In 1999, Barry Brundell MSC became editor and continued until 2016.


In reading quotations from editorials and articles, it is clear that the language of these earlier decades was exclusive. It was in the 1980s, that theological writing would became more conscious of inclusive language and that was incorporated from then on.


This may not be conducive to reading the book from cover to cover although that could be important. But, readers may prefer to dip into the book, looking at different times that interest them, checking out theological topics, or checking the Index for particular authors and their contributions over the years.





THE 1960s


 


The first issue of Compass was published in August 1967. This was twenty months after the end of the Second Vatican Council (1962–1965). Announced in 1959, there had been almost four years of preparation for the first Ecumenical Council in almost a century. The idea of a council was not prominent in most Catholics’ minds at the time and, depending on interest and the encouragement of a local church, most Catholics did not realise what was happening during the preparation and, often, during the four sessions of the Council itself.


There were a lot of headlines, especially in such popular English-language magazines as Time Magazine or Newsweek but, in an era long before Social Media, information was often slow in circulation. Controversies and arguments within the Council certainly got headlines. And, Pope John XXIII, who had called the council, died in June 1963. Paul VI was elected later that month and continued the thrust of the Council.


At the opening of the Council, 11th October 1962, Pope John was carried on the Sedia Gestatoria into St Peter’s Basilica behind 2000 mitred bishops—and the doors were closed. The Pope then told the members of the Council that the Church’s windows should be opened. In fact, Paul VI presided over the closing ceremony, 8th December 1965, outside the basilica in the piazza.


There were some popular histories of the Council relished by many, again in the English-speaking world, who wanted some news of what was happening in the Council. The popular histories of the Council, by Xavier Rynne and by Robert Kaiser, were eagerly devoured.


This offered strong foundation for the initial articles in Compass.


On March 26th 1967 Paul VI published an encyclical, Populorum Progressio (On the Development of Peoples), a pastoral outreach and an encouraging document on social concerns, dire poverty, distribution, stability . . . It was somewhat eclipsed the following year with the publication of the encyclical Humanae Vitae. This encyclical offered a crisis point for many Catholics. A commission instituted by the Pope to examine issues of contraception, natural law and the teaching of the Church, was expected by many to raise the ban on contraception. This was not to be the case, and the Encyclical and its many ramifications disappointed millions of Catholics, many of whom ceased practice. (This was the last encyclical from Paul VI even though he was Pope for another decade, issuing documents, especially the profound Evangelii Nuntiandi in 1975 on mission and evangelisation which was an Apostolic Exhortation.)


This meant that in the first five years of the existence of Compass, the focus on official Catholic teaching was on the documents of the Council, the two encyclicals and their interpretation.


For Australia, at the beginning of 1968, Cardinal Knox presided over a national liturgical convention which had quite some impact, especially for a consciousness of changes in the Church’s liturgy and the continued transition from the Latin to the vernacular. In 1970, Paul VI himself visited Sydney and, amongst other events, ordained the first bishop from Papua New Guinea, Bishop Louis Vangeke MSC.


This period also witnessed the beginnings of extensive changes in theological education within the Catholic Church, moving from diocesan seminaries and seminaries for religious congregations to being part of Colleges of Divinity. The Jesuits moved faculty and students from Sydney to Melbourne in the late 1960s, becoming part of The United Faculty of Theology. Cardinal Knox was interested in these developments in the Melbourne College of Divinity and its opening out to other churches and set up bodies to explore the future of Catholic theological education. This eventually led in the 1970s to Catholic Theological College comprising diocesan seminarians and members from religious congregations. In the latter part of the 1960s, for several of the religious congregations, experts in theology, scripture, canon law, moved from college to college for lectures. This changed in 1972 and led to the formation of a centre at the Franciscans’ St Paschal’s, Box Hill, of the Yarra Theological Union.


So, this period was one of official teaching, of controversy, of reaction against aspects of teaching, of interpreting the documents of the Council and their practical application.



1967


Best to start with Dennis Murphy’s first editorial, ‘The Theologians Task’, 1967/1.




A living theology must develop. It does this by trying to understand Christianity in the context of the world of its time, by facing new situations, by answering new questions. In doing this, things which were taken for granted in the past have to be re-examined; what is essential has to be sorted out from the inessentials; doctrines have to be made more precise, and our understanding of acquired truth deepened. The process is painful at times, and dangerous; it is also inescapable. Nevertheless, most of us try instinctively to escape it; we avoid problems, in the hope that, if we refuse to look at them long enough, they might vanish. This is unfortunate; for we miss opportunities that can enrich and mature our faith. It is also blameworthy; for it shows, what De Lubac has called, a lack of faith in our faith.





There is also a quote, significant, from Paul VI in 1966:




We are fully convinced that bishops and priests cannot carry out properly their mission of bringing light and salvation to the modern world, unless they can present, defend and explain the truths of divine faith with ideas and words which are more easily understood by minds formed in the philosophy and science of modern culture.





With that in mind, Dennis chose the subject for the first issue of Compass: Original Sin. He offers a historical outline, an article interpreting Genesis: Stories and Theology, Recent Theology of Original Sin, reviews of four books on the topic—and James Waters contributed an article on The Sin of Adam. So, this issue of Compass, is mainly his own work. These articles were supplemented by an article by Jim Cuskelly, Confession—How Integral? along with James Waters again on A Theology of Concupiscence from Karl Rahner and Teilhard de Chardin’s Theology of Redemption by student Doug Smith (at this stage de Chardin was still a controversial theologian/scientist/poet).


It may seem quite strange after fifty years that these articles were necessary in the Catholic Church but it was only twenty years or more after Pius XII’s encouragement of biblical studies, Divino Afflante Spiritu, 1943, under twenty years since the controversies and hesitations about interpreting Genesis in Pius XII’s Humani Generis, 1950, and there were many bishops, including some cardinals, who were literal in their interpretation of Scripture in Council discussions. In later decades, it is fundamentalist Christians, as well as atheists who are literal in their reading of the Scriptures, like Richard Dawkins, who might still need these articles.


In many ways, this first issue gave Compass some notoriety, criticism from bishops and clergy and cancellation of orders by some significant congregations of sisters. By the fifth issue for 1967, December, Dennis Murphy could note in his editorial:




The first time the name appeared in print it looked horribly pretentious: an oracular claim by an editor to guide everyone along the straight and narrow path of orthodoxy. A bishop seems to have understood it in this way. His comment: in the past wise men had a star to guide them, now they have a Compass. (One of the many quotes from Bishop Stewart of Sandhurst and his theological advisor, Harry Jordan MSC.)





By the mid-1960s, slogans like ‘God is dead’, ‘Religionless Christianity’ offered both theological and secular challenges to the work of Vatican II and renewal and updating. For 1967/2, September, Dennis wrote a three-page editorial, The Church in the Modern World, reflecting on the challenges of secularism, issues of language for theological exploration and conversation and on Charles Davis, a significant British theologian who left the church quite conspicuously at this period, and his title of a previous article called: The Danger of Irrelevance. And he completes his editorial:




But we need the sobering reminder that in these decrees the church on many matters is officially caught up with the nineteenth century. They are a beginning not an end. An urgent, but exciting, task lies ahead of us. We can face it with a confidence based on Christ’s promise to be with his church, but we must never forget that the enterprise is our responsibility.





Dennis was still busy with articles and the concern about Secular Christianity, a study of Dietrich Bonhoeffer and the Humanist Challenge and a long article on Secular Christianity—Lessons to Be Learnt. And his alter ego, James Waters, was interested in Saints without God—the Challenge of Albert Camus (and there was a supplementary article by student Kevin Bowden on Camus and the New Generations’ Quest for Holiness).


As was to happen in subsequent issues of Compass, there was further outreach for new authors, including Walter Black MSC who took the ideas of God is Dead, and an outreach to authors from other congregations this time the Carmelite, John Nieuenhuis, who explored The Many Senses of the Word ‘Religion’.


This issue consolidated the claims of Compass that it was raising new questions, suggesting new answers, challenging exploration.


The next issue, October, 1967/3, had as its topic, the Theology of Grace. The treatment of the subject was Catholic and Ecumenical. And, for the first time, Jesuit authors appear, William Dalton and JP Kenny. In fact, the series of articles on Grace offer a kind of compendium for contemporary theological studies, Dennis writing on The New Testament Doctrine of Grace, Bill Dalton on St Paul and the Salvation of Pagans, Jim Cuskelly on Recent Trends in the Theology of Grace (and later on in the issue reviewing a number of significant books on the topic), leading to theological disputes on Justification with Peter Kenny and, an article on Luther’s Doctrine of Justification by Melbourne Lutheran pastor, Maurice Schild. This is quite a comprehensive coverage.


And, for anyone wondering about Ecumenical practice half a century ago, Dennis Murphy contributes an extensive article on Guidelines for Ecumenism. It is interesting how he concludes his article, especially on Catholics at Protestant Services:




Most older people have to acknowledge that they feel very awkward in joining with non-Catholics in the ways that this Directory lays down. Ingrained habit has built up in us an almost insurmountable psychological blockage. Nevertheless, attempts have to be made to do something about this. Probably will we will always find ourselves ill at ease. It should be a deep concern however that younger people do not grow up with the same frame of mind . . . If we make definite steps towards ensuring that the younger generation will not only be thoroughly instructed in their own faith, but also in the beliefs of others and that this be done without prejudice. Older people can help in this if they made determined efforts to overcome their own reluctance to approach non-Catholics and to pray with them. It is an effort demanded by the manifest will of Christ himself.





There do seem to have been considerable developments since then!


And the first female contributed to Compass appears, Council Documents in the Classroom’ by Sister Josepha Dunlop PBVM.


For those who were taught by Dennis Murphy and knew him over the years, they could almost predict that in conversation if one said ‘black’, Dennis would suggest ‘white’ and vice versa. So, while it might be a surprise to Compass readers, 1967/4, November, is called On Praising the Past, it is exactly Dennis Murphy.




Praise of the past, especially of the recent past, seems to have a strange effect on both the ‘ultra-progressive’ and ‘ultra-conservative’. If one praises nineteenth century theology, for example, the former become irritated, the latter immobile. The ‘progressive’ cannot accept that another century so close to our own attempted to do much that we are attempting to do. The ‘conservative’ takes it as an excuse for self-complacency. Both reactions are hard to understand. The vitality of the past age does not throw doubt on our own vitality; it proves that it is normal. Nor did the changing attitudes of the past age excuse us from the responsibility, and even pain, of change; rather they remind us of its necessity. The claim will not be made here that we have not advanced past the nineteenth century, but we have advanced with its help. Nor is the suggestion being made that all the work has been done; but that we can find encouragement and learn lessons from what has been done.





So, the language of progressive and conservative in full swing over half a century ago.


What follows in the editorial is a rather detailed look back at a variety of theologians of the nineteenth century and how the twentieth century has drawn on these thinkers. The theme is continued throughout the issue with Jim Cuskelly asking How Catholic is the Church? And two lecturers of the time, Greg Manly CP (prior to his dedication to liturgy) reflecting on some Changing Attitudes within the Church and a more dynamic outlook along with collegiality and the primacy of person rather than individualism and Camillus Hay, later to be known with his own name Leo Hay OFM, going back over the major themes of Vatican II’s Constitution on the Church especially the local community, the church as God’s people and as the sacrament of salvation, The Church in our Spirituality.


In fact, letters to the editor have not been a key factor in fifty years of Compass, but there have been articles which have elicited responses and critique. The first of these, in the vein of this issue, was written by Mervyn, later Vyn, Bailey MSC, An Outdated Priest Looks at a Modern Book, tackling the still vexed questions about the church’s law, strict interpretation and pastoral applications. There were to be some replies in issues to come. The late 1960s was a period of and acknowledgement of mental health issues with Jim Cuskelly reviewing some books, Mystic or Schizophrenic, especially with the quotation ‘A preoccupation with mystical ideas are further danger signals which may indicate a developing schizophrenia’ (from The Priest and Mental Health, edited by O’Doherty and McGrath). In the next two issues, another of the lecturers of those days, Brian Pitman OCarm, takes up some of these themes with a focus on discussions and practice concerning LSD and therapies of those days. Again, it was Dennis Murphy and James Waters who reviewed most of the books.


And so, with issue number five, the first year of Compass came to a close with Dennis Murphy writing a reflective editorial, ‘the end of a year’. He takes comments from various readers wondering whether Compass would be conservative or progressive. It is interesting to look back from more recent discussions and theological stances and labelings, conservative and progressive, to see that they were being strongly used already in the immediate aftermath of Vatican II. The editorial states that Compass was conservative (‘if anyone insists on using this type of language’).




True conservatism is characterised above all, by a sense of continuity. It is a frame of mind that cannot look at the past, present or future in isolation; it looks at each and evaluates each in the light of the others. It recognises that both individuals and society are historical things, inextricably bound up with their past and future. Any other view is unrealistic. The true conservative does not only recognise the historical nature of man in society, he finds something enriching in it.


Since the true conservative has a sense of, and appreciation for, the past, he possesses also a sense of growth and development. He does not feel the past is a load of fossils on his back, but as a stream in which he is immersed. The true conservative feels he has a short test of truth: truth for him must possess an integrating power. He is distrustful of anything that destroys the past; he is confident of anything that can improve upon the past and be integrated into a more perfect synthesis. The test for truth is, for him, not found in its being able to fit into past patterns, but in its being able to integrate the past into new patterns.





And a theme for the final issue of the year: prayer. Columban Leo McMorrow, studies in some detail the Lord’s Prayer, We Dare to Say: Our Father; Jim Cuskelly, drawing on his experience of spiritual theology writes on Prayer and Action; John Niuenhuis O. Carm critically re-reflects on the nature of the Prayer of Petition. And Brian Pitman (Hilarion Pitman in those days) begins his series on Mysticism and Drugs. This issue also contains the first response to Vyn Bailey’s article, some comments by Nicholas Crotty CP who was to become involved within the year in the responses to Humanae Vitae. Reviews again by Dennis Murphy and James Waters and a first review by Peter Hoy who was to succeed Dennis Murphy as editor of Compass.



1968


With Dennis Murphy, unwell at of the end of 1967 and then hospitalised with hepatitis, Peter Hoy, lecturing in Church History at the Croydon monastery, took over the role of the editor in 1968. Cyril Connolly, Superior at Croydon, lecturing in Dogmatic Theology, assisted.


In fact, the first three issues for 1968 had specific themes and so were fairly straightforward. This is especially true of 1968/1 where the theme was The Eucharist. There were three major articles which, in retrospect, provide an excellent basis for the understanding of the theology and biblical foundations for the Eucharist. Again, lecturers from both Sydney and Melbourne contributed to the issue, Jerome Crowe CP considered The Words of Institution, a seven-page study. Dennis Murphy himself kept writing and reviewing and did an eight-page commentary on Recent Disputes about the Real Presence and Transubstantiation. John Thornhill SM from Sydney wrote a five-page study of Paul VI and Recent Theology of the Eucharist, especially in view of his 1965 Encyclical, Mysterium Fidei.


The only other material was catechetical, written by Melbourne priest, Patrick Crudden, who lectured at the diocesan Catholic Teachers College, Christ College. It was a catechetical/theological Approach to Teaching Original Sin. There was the second part of Brian Pitman’s series on Drugs and Mysticism. This time there was a letter to the editor from Fr M Ahern, parish priest at the time of North Richmond. While appreciating Mervyn Bailey’s concern about the church’s law and pastoral practice, Fr Ahern tended to strict interpretation of law and the challenge to the church to enable, especially the laity, for spiritual strength to obey the law and its letter.


Dennis Murphy continued to review books and there was some reliance on students at Croydon for other reviews, Tony Arthur and Peter Chalk.


1968 was a year that is remembered for the fierceness of fighting in the Vietnam war, the year of the Tet Offensive as well as the Russian entry into Czechoslovakia in the ‘Prague Spring’. 1968/2 was already in preparation at this time, Australians very conscious of participation in the war, the ‘all the way with LBJ’ slogan endorsed by the Australian government, the introduction of conscription, the gathering protests and moratorium marches of the following years.


Once again, the issue offers a comprehensive look at theological reflection on war in the late 1960s, Nicholas Crotty CP going back into the church’s history and writing Towards a Christian attitude to War, also drawing on the Vatican II document, Gaudium et Spes, The Church in the Modern World. To broaden the scope of considerations on war, lay author and biographer, scriptwriter for documentaries on moral issues, Niall Brennan, looked it War and World Religions (interesting to look at his comments in 1968 on Islam and subsequent world history). Also taking up themes of Vatican II, In a Spirit of Benevolence, the inevitability of war, conscientious objection, limitations in war, was Ronald Mulkearns, then attached to St Patrick’s Cathedral Melbourne, later to become bishop of Ballarat. Because the Vietnam war had become a sign of contradiction in Australia and amongst Catholics, Compass also included Some Whats and Whys in the Australian Catholic Peace Movement by the former chaplain at Sydney University, Sydney priest Roger Pryke, at this stage parish priest of Harbord. He called it ‘an allegorical case history’, once again an interesting look at Catholic attitudes towards war and peace half a century ago.


While it does not excite theological passions as it did in the 1960s, the theme of Original Sin was raised again by JP Kenny SJ, with a study of The Council of Trent, in great detail and with many quotations—with a final Comment by Dennis Murphy wanting to qualify some of the comments by Father Kenny. Dennis Murphy kept reviewing as did the Croydon students, Paul Jennings, Michael Reis, Dennis Feeney—and, for those interested in what happened in popular religious music at those times, Dennis Feeney has a comment on the Liturgical Convention of early 1968 and what was available at that time.


Compass 1968/3 is dated July–August. This was the period when Humanae Vitae was issued, sometimes well discussed, other times not discussed at all but the recipient of Episcopal pronouncements, of Catholics in confusion, in rebellion, others tightening their understanding of obedience to papal documents . . . In retrospect, it seems rather ironic that the theme for this issue was, in fact, Authority.


Peter Hoy wrote the editorial as well as an article on authority and obedience in religious life.


He begins his editorial, Authority, with a quotation from the Episcopal bishop of San Francisco, C Kilmer Myers, setting a tone.




There are some who define the ecclesiastical separation as a revolt against the ‘institutional Church’. There is, they maintain, a possible and indeed authentic Christianity without form, without structure, in the world. The truly authentic manifestation of faith is a web of interpersonal relationships about the figure of the fundamental person, the New Adam. The ecclesiastical structure inherits mission, but because it is rooted in the concern for institutional self-preservation, it becomes the negation of mission. The form of the Church gets in the way of its purpose and mission in history. In this view, the “establishment” in the church is interested in invested power and privilege. Radical forms of mission threaten the establishment, which then reacts with all the power of the institution. And so bishops chop down priests. Priests chop down laymen. And laymen, having no one to chop down, either absent themselves from the church or seek new forms and structures outside the Church through which mission may be accomplished.





More than a touch prophetic, given the response to Humanae Vitae.


Jerome Crowe returns with an article about Law, People and Covenant, a biblical basis for law and obedience to authority. As has been mentioned, Peter Hoy wrote on religious life, ending his article:




Past ages have seen occasions when religious life had a strong and meaningful relationship to the world. Our task is to forward such a relationship for today. We must not make any mistake here: it is not a job for children. If it is demanded of the superior that he, with great realism and humility, sees his role as ‘service’, it is demanded of the subject with equal insistence that he sees his role of ‘obedience’ as similar ‘service’. Creating viable structures to enclose this ideal is a job for mature men and women. To live in the warm cells of the bureaucratic set up, were responsibilities are so dissipated is not to be experienced in a personal fashion is far easier and far more secure than to live according to the Spirit, according to the Gospel, read and interpreted as the message of God for today.





The other two articles on authority are by Melbourne laymen, Cyril Drew’s article Reflections on Authority and Freedom in the Church has—followed by the words ‘by a layman’. Drawing on the writings of Hans Kung and John McKenzie SJ, he probes the nature of the authority and obedience, concluding with observations on the role of laymen and the role of intellectuals in the Church. The other lay contributor is Max Charlesworth, very well known as a lecturer and writer, active layman, at this stage Reader in Philosophy, at University of Melbourne, later at Deakin University. His article Authority in Marriage also has a subtitle, provocative, Wives be subject . . .


Reflection about contributions to Compass at this point is that while there is an increasing contribution from lay men, lay women as well as women religious, women are generally absent.


An interesting note is that Father John Thornhill has a letter to the editor, complaining that his article had been edited and that an extra paragraph had been interpolated, not his at all.


Dennis Murphy made an apology:




I must apologise for the upset caused. Most articles in Compass are edited, some drastically. The reason for this is not is that our and is to be intelligible for non-specialised readers. It is clear from the reactions of a number of readers that even more work is required in this direction. Father John Thornhill’s article was judged suitable for publication almost as it stood. The added passage (amazingly enough) was a suggested way of sorting out a bit what we mean when we describe theology as ‘existentialist’. Though I had promised the author to submit the draft of the article for his approval, pressure of end of term work, absence in New Guinea and the subsequent two months’ spell in hospital help things get more out of hand than usual. I should like to take this opportunity to apologise to other authors who may have been similarly pained by unexplained changes in their articles.





There was no theme highlighted on the cover of 1968/4. In the contents list, there was a heading Redemption, with an Introduction by Peter Hoy, highlighting the task of theology ‘to preserve theological truths in their proper balance’. He offers a historical perspective—his degree had been in Church History—on theories from the Fathers of the Church through the Medievals and their piety, looking at ‘penal substitution’, expiation and neglect of the Resurrection. Dennis Murphy then probed The New Testament and the Death of Christ with annotated comments on eight books on the theme. Loreto sister, Annuntiata Dunphy followed with reflections on personalist French thinker, Emmanuel Mounier, Personalism and Vatican II considering vocation, incarnation and communion.


The date for the issue was September–October 1968 and already there were articles on the recently-published Encyclical. The first article, The Workings of Authority, served as an editorial, by Fr James M Fitzpatrick OMI, headmaster of Mazenod College in Melbourne (and later Director of the Catholic Enquiry Centre). His opening is topical:




Student riots in France, Mexico and in Melbourne. Increasing rejection of parental control, published instances of clerical and lay rejection of Papal directives . . . Why have they happened? Will they increase?





The article covers what authority is, why authority, liberty, freedom and authority, breakdown of authority. The succeeding decades continued to raise further and further exploration. Cyril Connolly has some reflections on the Encyclical, Conscience and the Issue, cautious about protest, privacy, and issues of infallibility and fallibility in Church teaching. A married couple, Dick and Pauline Lynzaat (in fact, Peter Hoy’s sister and brother-in-law) reflect on their married life, A Layman’s Point of View, noting that ‘acceptance based on submission to Papal teaching is not sufficient in itself. Far more satisfactory is an initial acceptance based on the real need to avoid a further lowering of moral standards’.


This focus continues in Compass 1968/5 with a long editorial article On Religious Acceptance by Peter Hoy. It acknowledges the dilemmas facing Catholics as a consequence of Humanae Vitae, initially focussing on the religion of Jesus himself and the role of the Church, then moving towards pastoral reflections on the 1968 confusion.


However, the main thrust of this issue is Penance—Reforming the Sacrament of Penance by Dennis Murphy, Pastoral Aspects of Communal Penance by Walter Black, What’s Wrong with Confession? by Peter Hoy and an outline for Communal Celebration of Penance by Loreto Sister M. Ambrose. This was a very topical issue for the late 1960s and it raises possibilities of the communal celebration of the Sacrament. Given the subsequent history of the sacrament, the forbidding of the Third Rite after its brief flourishing and the decline in Catholics going to Confession, the articles can be read now with regret.


Cyril Drew has a Feature Review of Large Families, a book of comments and reactions to a questionnaire which the publishers (Spectrum, also the publishers of Compass) put to eleven families, wives and husbands (seven couples from Australia, two from New Zealand, one from France, one from England). The editors were Max and Stephanie Charlesworth and it was completed before Humanae Vitae. The book is a response to questions as to how having a large family had personal, financial, spiritual repercussions.


A bonus article was One Week to Christmas, a poetic and theological reflection by Peter Steele SJ who had been teaching in the English Department of Melbourne University.



1969


In retrospect, 1969 seems a quieter year than 1968 in Church matters. There was still the aftermath of Humanae Vitae, increased commentary and challenges to Church authorities. One feature of the year was the extension of the vernacular in the celebration of the Eucharist. Paul VI was to promulgate the Novus Ordo in 1970 (the liturgical reforms in the spirit of Vatican II on the 400th anniversary of Pius V’s liturgical reforms in the spirit of the Council of Trent.)


1969 also saw an increasing number of men leaving the priesthood, a phenomenon that was to increase in the coming years. Compass 1969/1 focuses on Priesthood. There was no editorial as such but there was an initial six-page article, The Priesthood in the New Testament and in the Church Today by biblical scholar, William Dalton SJ. The second article was a reprint of Towards a Theology of the Diocesan Priesthood by American Richard McBrien, a talk given to a meeting of Diocesan Priests. (Fr McBrien taught at the John XXIII Seminary in Weston, Massachusets, publishing his Catholicism in 1980 which led to some controversy as he promoted and explained his theology, visiting Australia in 1980 and described when he died in 2015 as ‘dissenting theologian’). He writes of the Priesthood of Christ, of the Church, of Order—the Bishop, the Diocesan Priest. Cyril Connolly wrote of Priesthood and Christian Optimism (although optimism about the Priesthood was beginning to diminish, at least in the Western world).


Science teacher Sister of Sion, Margaret Teresa, connected science and theology with questions about polygenism, How Many Adams?. And Cyril Drew, Vice-Principal of Christ College for Teacher Education, explored his philosophy/theology of contemporary education in How Much Freedom?


There was no editorial for Compass 1969/2. Rather, there were nine pages under the heading Current Comment. The different pieces and themes were not signed. Original Sin and Genesis were featured again in several sections, including a note that in Melbourne Catechists had been under fire, some remembering Pius XII’s Humani Generis, comment on several contemporary books on related themes. Further articles on the theme were Adam was a Crowd by L Charles Birch, Professor of Biology at the University of Sydney, responding to the previous article by Sister Margaret Teresa. Dennis Murphy takes up again his themes, Interpretations of Original Sin.


There were also two comments on the person of Jesus, the question of How much did Jesus know? and Jesus True God and True Man. This was taken up in Jesus and the Messianic Secret by Patrick Bishop SJ, including a close look at an attempt to formulate a Gospel Chronology of Jesus’ gradual revelation of who he was. Cyril Connolly offered exploration of The Psychological Personality of Christ. He adds a page and a half of Catechesis on the Consciousness of Christ in its Human Dimensions. Specifically, there are questions on The Suffering (Sensitivity) of Christ and The Knowledge of Christ. He adds a short bibliography on consciousness, reflex knowledge and ‘conscious spontaneous awareness’. A subject that continues to raise questions.


A final item in the Current Comment concerned The Rite for Infant Baptism. Peter Hoy continued with Baptism of Infants in the Church Today, asking questions about children being left free and Catechumenate for Parents.


Book reviews come back in this issue, most unsigned (although the present author finds one by himself at this stage), sixteen reviews, plus an unsigned page on Teilhard de Chardin, and Walter Maggs, who had been an MSC student and who had been training seminarians in preaching, contributes a feature, A Layman Looks at Sunday Sermons.


1969/3. The main part of this issue focused on the Mass as Sacrifice, Studies of the Sacrificial Nature of the Mass by Dennis Murphy. It runs for thirteen pages, dealing with The Meaning of Sacrifice, Thomas Aquinas and the Mass, Reformation Disputes, The Council of Trent, Post-Tridentine Theology of the Mass, Modern Trends in the Theology of the Mass, summing up developments. This long article was supplemented by biblical considerations, The Biblical Idea of a Memorial by Angelo O’Hagan OFM, lecturing in Scripture at St Paschal’s Box Hill.


Again, no editorial but eight pages of Current Comment—and, again, unsigned. There is an initial emphasis on the search for ‘truth’, mention of the camps of conservatives and progressives and a quotation from Aelred Graham’s Zen Catholicism which could repay some meditation:


Try not to seek after the true




Only cease to cherish opinions.





Some comment on Hans Kung’s Truthfulness: The Future of the Church follows and then a suggestion that religious orders might like to read Anthony Jay’s Management and Macchiavelli as part of preparation for forthcoming changes in their institutions. There is a lengthy caution about Theological Colonialism—theology to be broader than the contemporary developments in Europe, especially in Germany. Finally, two items on Jesus, Lives of Jesus consequent on form criticism and a long overview on opinions of the Bodily Resurrection of Jesus.


Towards the back of the issue is an article, Unrest in the Universities (1969 was a year of protests and Moratorium marches in Australia). It is by WG Smith SJ, director of the Institute of Social Order in Melbourne. An italicised paragraph introduces the article indicative of editorial thinking:




We hope in future issues of Compass to present survey articles of sociological problems. We have no desire to become ‘political’; our only aim is to present theology, especially moral theology, with current social problems it should not avoid.


Student unrest is very much with us. Serious attention must be given to all the defects both in society and in the young which bring about this unrest and means have to be taken to cope with each of them.





There are five pages of books reviews, mainly written by Dennis Murphy and Peter Hoy with two by Paul Jennings.


Editors of magazines know that they are dependent on authors sending in material as well as the editor’s commissioning articles. There is something of this in Compass 1969/4.


The Current Comment has eight pages of unsigned pieces. They begin with three pages, unsigned. The initial piece has the heading Struggle for Power, followed by Spineless Simplicity which is followed by The Death of the Catholic Church. By the middle of 1969, Church conversation certainly focused on power and authority in the church, and a warning by the anonymous author, ‘there is a lot of obscure writing these days, unnecessarily obscure writing. But perhaps the more serious danger lies in “the spineless simplicity” that is even more common’.


On the other hand, theology, as noted in the previous issue with a reference to theological colonialism, was alive in Germany. The Current Comment, German Theology reminds readers of differences in perspective and approach within Europe and outside Europe. A comment is found which may raise, at least, some eyebrows:




When, at some future day, a period of civilisation shall lie, closed and completed, before the eyes of later generations, German theology will stand out as a great, a unique phenomenon in the mental and spiritual life our time. For nowhere save in the German temperament can there be found, in the same perfection, the living complex of conditions and factors—of philosophic thought, critical acumen, historical insight, and religious feeling—without which no deep theology is possible.





The writer of the Current Comment notes that this is not a theological footnote from Hitler’s Mein Kampf, it is the opening paragraph of Albert Schweitzer’s brilliant study, The Quest of the Historical Jesus. An alert to theological colonialism!


This was also a period in biblical studies as well as pastoral communication when issues arose concerning the Gospel’s Infancy Narratives. This was a period of transition from literalist interpretation to understanding the poetry and symbolism of literary forms. This Current Comment might be more superfluous in Catholic circles in later decades but does highlight the concern of the period, also with another comment on Matthew, That Star Again.


In the signed Current Comment pages, Sister Margaret Teresa responds to comments on her article on polygenism. An anonymous layman praises Cyril Connolly’s Catechesis on the Consciousness of Christ. Walter Black takes up, On the Side of the Angels. A very vigorous page and a half comes from Grahame Fallon from Nurmurkah, who is encouraged by the previous comments on Anthony Jay’s book, Management and Machiavelli in the previous issue and commends quite a number of books (so that theologians will not play the ostrich and stick to their “own subject matter”. His piece is headed Ostrich Theology.


There are four other articles in the issue, a moral theology perspective on Christian Reasonableness by Father TP Reilly CM, lecturing at the seminary in Perth; Peter Hoy opening up the issue of religious vocation, From Vocation to Security; EJ Cuskelly on Life of the Spirit and, interestingly in the spirit of signs of the times, Dennis Murphy has an article on Catholics and the Practice of Yoga, commending it, especially the method of Benedictine Father Dechanet.


Water Black has a very long review of books focusing on Theology versus God’s Word, Scripture, tradition, the magisterium. Some new reviewers are also introduced, WG Smith SJ who contributed to the previous issue on student unrest, Robert Crotty CP, but the bulk of the reviews again are from Dennis Murphy, Peter Hoy and Denis Feeney.


By the end of 1969, there was a lot of talk about ecumenical developments, grounded in those which preceded Vatican II as well as the work of the Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity and its influence on the documents of the Council. The key article in this issue, 1969/5, was The Case for Intercommunion by Camillus Hay OFM (subsequently Leo Hay) noted by the editor has one of Australia’s ‘leading ecumenists’. He writes from the perspective of theological theory as well as ecumenical practice.


Later in the issue there is a personal article by Peter Rushton, a former Anglican priest who became a Catholic in England in 1956 and was ordained as a priest of the Archdiocese of Hobart by the ecumenical and liturgical enthusiast, Archbishop Guilford Young. Peter Rushton writes of his theological and spiritual journey, A Convert Looks at the Post-Conciliar Church, some of his difficulties with the contemporary changes in liturgy, stating that as an ex-Anglican he tends to be attracted to the middle road. However, at the end of the article, he quotes Guilford Young on being asked whether he was progressive or conservative: Before the Council I tried to feel and think of the church. Since the Council I try to feel and think with the church.


Also in this issue is the transcript of a radio broadcast by the Rev. James Peter, Federal Supervisor of religious broadcasts for the ABC who was in Rome at the time of the 1969 Synod, A Presbyterian’s View of the Synod. This article is not only interesting because of the Presbyterian perspective but also because of its topic of the exercise of authority in the church, communion within the church, and the subsequent history with John Paul II, Benedict XVII, Francis.


The first theme in Current Comment (all unsigned) focused on words in the church, words and conflicts. It is followed by Reforming Reforms with a strong quote from Dom Aelred Graham, author of Zen Catholicism:




The Church at present is in a rather poor shape. I don’t think that the Second Vatican Council has done very much more than open a few windows, as Pope John suggested . . . The really radical problems of what religion is all about have not been discussed, and cannot be discussed at the organisational level . . . Catholicism is still pretty hung up on verbal formulae and credal statements. While these have the value, I want to indicate that they have to be seen through, as the great theologians saw long ago.





There are also some Current Comment reflections on the Church in Australia, We’ve All Got Problems! an urge to solve them and not look beyond to where the grass might seem greener; and an urge for the intense Roman centralisation to give way to collegiality, Collegiality at Home.


At this time, there were stirrings in the Melbourne College of Divinity with invitations being extended to the different Churches on how they might participate. Current Comment looked at Seminaries, the status of Religious Life as well as the need for a Catechetical Institute.


Brendan Byrne SJ has an article, The Miracles of Jesus and Denis Feeney has research into Early Catholicism According to Ernest Kasermann. Sin is still present with Kevin O’Shea CSsR, Some Thoughts Towards a Pastoral Theology of Sin and the only book review, by Walter Black, another book on Original Sin.





THE 1970s


 


In many ways, the 1970s were quieter for the Catholic Church than the 1960s, given the impact of the Council and its immediate aftermath. However, the consequences of the Council were to be dominant during the 1970s. Paul VI had continued the spirit of the Council but, with the publication in 1968 of Humanae Vitae and the different reactions throughout the church, ranging from those who wanted the document to be considered as infallible to those who rejected the teaching on artificial contraception. Historians say that many Catholics left the church or ceased practice in these years.


Paul VI had always been interested in dialogue and in mission and produced, in 1975, a significant document on the proclamation of the Gospel, Evangelii Nuntiandi, which, like other social documents from the Vatican, was not taken up with such enthusiasm in comparison with documents on issues of sexuality. (In anticipation of the years of Pope Francis, it can be noted that this changed somewhat after 2013.)


Paul VI also introduced the practice of the General Synods with specific topics, committees of preparation throughout the world, an attempt at collegiality in interpreting the teaching and life of the church.


The Pope died in August 1978. There was the surprise of the election of Pope John Paul II, the symbolism of his taking the name of Pope John and of Pope Paul, intending a combination of their perspective on the life of the church and people pastoral ministry. Then, a month later, he died.


With the election of the first non-Italian Pope for centuries, the Polish Pope John Paul II, there was a change in perspective. He had been an outgoing cardinal, a champion of the church during the rule of Polish communism. He was popular with people. He had a confidence in stating his mind. And this was to be the case for the next 26 years.


As regards, Compass . . .


In 1971, Peter Hoy was to step down from the editorship of Compass. Dennis Murphy asked Peter Malone to take over the editorship. In 1971–72, he worked with Peter Hoy in the transition, articles already in stock, commissioning new articles. Peter Malone moved from the Canberra Monastery to Croydon to teach Old Testament Studies and Media Studies at what was to become the Yarra Theological Union. John Flynn was teaching there and served as an associate editor, 1972–1974, including writing a number of the editorials at that time, many articles and book reviews. At times he used the Dennis Murphy/James Waters device of second name and mother’s name to write material as Anthony Snow.


There was a very important change in publishers in 1972, Paul Stenhouse, manager of Chevalier Press in Sydney, and Peter Malone visiting John Ostermeier at Spectrum Publications, leading to an agreement that Chevalier Press should publish Compass from 1973. Sadly, John died the next year, Spectrum Publications continuing under the management of his widow, Maria, and then of his son, Peter.


This led to a change of format, to a smaller magazine—size, black cover with the number of the issue, large, in the centre of the cover. For the first few years, there was a distinctive colour or each of the issues, yellow for the first issue . . . (It also led to some advertising for Chevalier Press publications as well as some Spectrum Books while Paul Stenhouse was Executive Editor, 1973–1975).



1970


Compass 1970/1 began with both editorial opinion and current comments. The editorial comment goes back again to reflections on theology, expressions and understanding of theology and the stances of conservatives and progressives. There is a strong conclusion:




Catholicism should not merely tolerate change, change (in the sense of development) is part of its essence, and is given a sort of divine status in so far as it is seen as part of God’s plan for the church. Crisis in the church does not come about through change. Crisis is caused by lack of discernment and prudence (in the correct sense of that word). This has always happened, and will always happen, but it is necessary that every effort should be made to keep such defects within bounds and to be ready to use and profit from the good that emerges.





Two unsigned current comments raise important questions. The first is the response to Non-Infallible Statements. What must be a Catholic’s attitude to non-infallible statements of the Pope on doctrinal morality?’ Quoting English priest, Father John McHugh, the comment notes the distinction between assent and ‘obsequium’, a respectful consideration, ‘a willing compliance to his judgement’. The point is made that there is more to living the Christian life than intellectual assent.


Some of the current comments are signed. Dennis Murphy indicates future articles on religious life which are critical of documents issued by the Vatican Congregation for Religious about formation. He indicates dissatisfaction with aspects of religious life and Immature Middle Age. Max Charlesworth offers a consideration of philosopher, Herbert Marcuse, Kathleen C Keely reflects on the Urge for Power while Mary P Lawn offers comments, in support, of the previous article on Yoga.


Three years on from the initial articles in Compass on Original Sin, there is more, this time an editorial comment that the article by Father TV Fleming SJ, Original Sin—A New Interpretation, has a different approach—and also notes that Father Fleming had personal contact with Teilhard de Chardin.


There was still three years to go before Gough Whitlam and Lance Barnard would abolish conscription. Walter Black takes up the theme of Conscription, and Selective Conscientious Objection. Two more Jesuit scholars contribute articles, John J. Scullion on The Inspiration of the Bible and John Wilcken, The Theology of the Ministry in Bonhoeffer. After a visit to the US, researching pastoral theology, Kevin O’Shea writes on Continuing Education for the Ministry in USA. Book reviews return, six pages, with a wider range of reviewers, including recent new contributors of articles, as well as John Rate and Fred Van Gestel, students at Croydon. Several of the reviews are unsigned but Dennis Murphy and Peter Hoy are still contributing extensively.


Dennis Murphy was teaching scriptural courses at the Croydon monastery as well as scriptural seminars around Melbourne. His continued commitment to Compass is evident in the Current Comments in Compass 1970/2. Apart from a comment on the church, Community or Sect and Confession at Mass by Peter Hoy (discussion on the Penitential Rite after the promulgation of the New Order of Mass, April 3rd, 1969), the rest of the eight pages of comment were written by Dennis.


Ecumenism is again the centre of the issue, looking at Ernst Kasermann and New Testament “Ecclesiologies” as well as Cardinal Newman on The Development of Doctrine by Dennis. A further article by Camillus (still) Hay focuses on The Eucharist in Ecumenical Dialogue, indicating meetings of Churches and documents since the end of Vatican II, but also questions of validity of orders and Eucharistic language, especially Transubstantiation. There is also a long review by John Wilcken of the two-volume study The Theology of Karl Barth by Irish MSC, Colm O’Grady (sadly killed in an air accident over Turkey cutting short his theological career).


For those wondering about tradition, there is an article by Joseph Hogan CM, a philosophy lecturer at St John’s University in Jamaica, Is Thomas Aquinas Dead? He notes by the end of the 1960s an odium theologicum towards Thomism. He urges a revival of Thomism, noting its critical and synthesising force amidst the contemporary issues of philosophy.


Dennis Murphy had two further comments, one on the Virgin Birth and controversies, quoting a professor at Union Theological College who remarked, when a student had difficulties with the teaching, that Americans would never be really at ease until they had Mary and Joseph settled down in a normal bourgeois marriage! Dennis also wrote on the increasing ‘Exodus from the Ministry’ with reference to Protestant pastors, statistics and reasons.


The other feature of this issue is religious life. Peter Hoy raises questions from a document from the Congregation for Religious on formation, Temporary Vows or Promises. The issue is commitment, especially of younger men and women and contemporary difficulties of making a permanent commitment (which has been raised every decade since—it is not a new observation). There was a proposal for formators to discern whether a candidate should make a vow or a promise, for one year or for three years. (The Missionaries of the Sacred Heart applied this only in one year, 1973, and not after that). Peter Malone also offers an article on religious life but focusing on the Vows and Witness, especially communal commitment, and ‘availability’ as a key idea for witness of the vows.


Robert Crotty and Denis Feeney were the principal reviewers.


Those of us who are older may struggle to remember the different years for change, in liturgy, in seminary curricula . . . But it is surprising to find in the editorial for 1970/3 (which the Table of Contents names On False Prophets), the following anecdote on appearing as a prophet.




The Lord gave one method by which the true and false prophet could be distinguished. ‘By their fruits you shall know them.’


The usual interpretation of this could perhaps be best illustrated by examples. A young priest appears in mod gear, with shoulder-length hair. He is not to be judged by his attire, but by the fruit of his ministry: his influence for good, his ability to communicate to certain people what Christianity is about et cetera. The same applies to the more square priest. He is not to be brushed off because he hasn’t read the latest, or doesn’t know the current in-words, but by his influence for good, and his ability to communicate to certain people what Christianity is about.



OEBPS/html/images/cpy.jpg
aaaaaaaa





OEBPS/html/images/9781925679304.jpg
Compass Theology
Review ) éé

A History: /|
50 Years of
Australians

Peter Malone MSC





OEBPS/html/images/pub.jpg





