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GETTING THE
MOST OUT OF
QUESTIONS GOD ASKS


On a recent camping trip, we drove past a church with a banner out front that said, “Got questions? God has them too.”

Our first reaction was, “What? Like God wonders about stuff or is puzzled by anything.”

Then one of us thought of a question God asked Abraham, and the other thought of a question God asked Moses, and we rode along volleying biblical questions back and forth. Several miles later we had decided that (1) the banner was correct and (2) “Questions God Asks” would make an intriguing and valuable Bible study.

Most of us expend a lot of energy asking the Lord questions and demanding answers. Why did such-and-such happen? Where should I live or work or study or go to escape my problems? How long will this awkward situation continue? Why didn’t you help me the way I expected? Most of us give less attention to the questions God asks us. This study guide explores nine of those questions found in the Old Testament. While each question is only one verse, each study unfolds the larger context of the question: immediate circumstances, background, identity of the person being questioned, the person’s response, and the apparent results.

It is still reasonable to wonder what we wondered when we saw that banner: Why would God, who knows everything, ask human beings anything? Here are several possibilities:


	To confront people with himself—both his holiness and the resources of his grace.


	To keep up communication with humanity even in the midst of rebellion.


	To invite people to be honest with him.


	To urge people to be honest with themselves.


	To get people thinking about reality rather than illusion.




You may be surprised that this study guide is titled Questions God Asks rather than Questions God Asked. God asked these questions of people many centuries ago, but we believe through conscience, Scripture, and circumstances God still asks us these same questions today. May we always be brave enough to answer honestly.

What about the banner in front of that church? What did it mean? Our best guess is that it was meant to stir up interest in a sermon series on the questions of God. Sadly, we cannot recall the name of the church or even the name of the town where we saw the banner. But whoever put it up, wherever it was, thank you. We hope it brought good results for your church, your community, and the kingdom of God.


SUGGESTIONS FOR INDIVIDUAL STUDY

1. As you begin each study, pray that God will speak to you through his Word.

2. Read the introduction to the study and respond to the personal reflection question or exercise. This is designed to help you focus on God and on the theme of the study.

3. Each study deals with a particular passage so that you can delve into the author’s meaning in that context. Read and re-read the passage to be studied. The questions are written using the language of the New International Version, so you may wish to use that version of the Bible. The New Revised Standard Version is also recommended.

4. This is an inductive Bible study, designed to help you discover for yourself what Scripture is saying. The study includes three types of questions. Observation questions ask about the basic facts: who, what, when, where, and how. Interpretation questions delve into the meaning of the passage. Application questions help you discover the implications of the text for growing in Christ. These three keys unlock the treasures of Scripture.

Write your answers to the questions in the spaces provided or in a personal journal. Writing can bring clarity and deeper understanding of yourself and of God’s Word.

5. It might be good to have a Bible dictionary handy. Use it to look up any unfamiliar words, names, or places.

6. Use the prayer suggestion to guide you in thanking God for what you have learned and to pray about the applications that have come to mind.

7. You may want to go on to the suggestion under “Now or Later,” or you may want to use that idea for your next study.




SUGGESTIONS FOR MEMBERS OF A GROUP STUDY

1. Come to the study prepared. Follow the suggestions for individual study mentioned above. You will find that careful preparation will greatly enrich your time spent in group discussion.

2. Be willing to participate in the discussion. The leader of your group will not be lecturing. Instead, he or she will be encouraging the members of the group to discuss what they have learned. The leader will be asking the questions that are found in this guide.

3. Stick to the topic being discussed. Your answers should be based on the verses that are the focus of the discussion and not on outside authorities such as commentaries or speakers. These studies focus on a particular passage of Scripture. Only rarely should you refer to other portions of the Bible. This allows for everyone to participate in in-depth study on equal ground.

4. Be sensitive to the other members of the group. Listen attentively when they describe what they have learned. You may be surprised by their insights! Each question assumes a variety of answers. Many questions do not have “right” answers, particularly questions that aim at meaning or application. Instead the questions push us to explore the passage more thoroughly.

When possible, link what you say to the comments of others. Also, be affirming whenever you can. This will encourage some of the more hesitant members of the group to participate.

5. Be careful not to dominate the discussion. We are sometimes so eager to express our thoughts that we leave too little opportunity for others to respond. By all means participate! But allow others to also.

6. Expect God to teach you through the passage being discussed and through the other members of the group. Pray that you will have an enjoyable and profitable time together, but also that as a result of the study you will find ways that you can take action individually or as a group.

7. Remember that anything said in the group is considered confidential and should not be discussed outside the group unless specific permission is given to do so.

8. If you are the group leader, you will find additional suggestions at the back of the guide.
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WHERE ARE YOU?

Genesis 3:1-13


Campers in the northern United States and Canada are always unnerved the first time they hear the cries of the common loon. This large black-and-white water bird makes several distinct calls. The yodel is a raucous territorial claim. The tremolo alarm call sounds like maniacal laughter. Eeriest of all is the loon’s wail, which sounds like a human voice calling, “Where are you?” In fact that is what wailing loons are asking, for they use the wail to locate each other.

So far as we know, “Where are you?” was the first question God posed to humanity. It came at a crisis point between human beings and their Creator God.

Group Discussion. Besides physical location, what are some other ways to answer the question, “Where are you?”

Personal Reflection. When and why have you not wanted to reveal where you were, either physically or in some other way?

 

 

 

God placed the first man and woman in a perfect garden and gave them only one prohibition: “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die” (Genesis 2:16-17). We don’t know how long it was before the crafty serpent approached with temptation, but the serpent managed to plant mistrust in Eve’s mind, with tragic results. Read Genesis 3:1-13.

1. Why did the man hide (v. 8)? The obvious answer is, because he had sinned. But why was he afraid to face God after his sin?


2. God already knew exactly where the man was. Why then would he ask, “Where are you?” (v. 9).


3. What are some implications of the fact that God “called” to the man as opposed to “said”?


4. Where was Adam? Physically he was still in Eden. Apparently it was still a perfect place; the curse and the expulsion from Eden comes later in verses 14-24. But how did Eden suddenly feel like a different place?


5. In the space of verses 7-10, how has the relationship between God and humanity radically changed?


6. In that same passage, how has the relationship between God and humanity remained unchanged?


7. Adam gave an honest answer even as he tried to hide from God (v. 10). Adam was in a conflicted spiritual and emotional state, with both honesty and avoidance going on at the same time. In what ways can Christians sympathize?


8. The man and woman couldn’t avoid God, but they felt compelled to try. What are some “trees” people try to hide behind in order to avoid God?
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