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For Viv, my sewing friend




introduction
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I learned to sew as a small child and my first pincushion was a red fabric dome with a circle of little Chinese men dressed in rainbow colors holding hands around it. I loved it and named all the men with wobbly writing on the base. For a reason that made perfect sense then, but now entirely escapes me, all their names began with J: John, Joseph, Jim,James, Jake, Julian…


Like many stitchers, I love to have pretty tools—but it has to be practical, as well as pretty. I do various kinds of sewing and have ended up with a collection of different pincushions, each perfect for the task in hand. My two sewing machines—and my embellisher machine—all wear padded belts (see For your sewing machine) that are right there when you need to take out a pin without taking your eyes off what you are sewing. For hand-sewing I have a magnetic pincushion, which is also brilliant for finding the needle I inevitably drop at some point: I wave the pincushion like a wand and magically my needle reappears. I go to study at the Royal School of Needlework at Hampton Court Palace once a week, and my needle-and-pin book goes with me. In fact, I have a pair of books (a tiny library), one for pins, one for needles. For pinning clothes for alterations I wear a wrist pincushion, and a pea pod lives in the spare bedroom along with a few other sewing bits visiting friends might need. I have a cupcake jar for my knitting pins (I’m one of those few people who like sewing up their knitting projects almost as much as they like knitting them), and the blunt-tipped needles live in the jar itself. I have a few other pincushions besides, but I think I’m starting to sound a bit geeky…


The simple fact is that a pincushion, like any other piece of equipment, should be fit for purpose—you shouldn’t have to sew with something that doesn’t suit you. And the filling is important, too. A carborundum or sand-filled pincushion will keep pins sharp and bright (essential if you don’t sew very often), and you’ll find a note with each project recommending the best fillings for it.


Needless to say, I’ve loved doing this book; it’s been the perfect outlet for my pincushion nerdiness. I hope that one of these 35 cute but practical projects is the perfect pincushion for you.


Kate Haxell
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little ladybug
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Bright and cheerful, this is an excellent pincushion for a child to help make and then to have as their own. Start them stitching at a young age!









you will need
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	Scissors, needles, and pins


	Two 4 x 2-in. (10 x 5-cm) and one 3½ x 2¾-in. (9 x 7-cm) piece of red wool/acrylic mix felt


	Small pieces of black felt


	Fading fabric marker pen


	Fabric glue


	Sewing threads to match felts


	Two tiny pearl buttons


	Two flat black beads


	3½ x 2¾-in. (9 x 7-cm) piece of cardboard


	Kapok stuffing


	Blunt-pointed knitting needle or thin chopstick













Step 1


Using the templates, cut two bodies and one base from red felt, and two heads from black felt. Cut as many spots as you want from black felt. Using small dabs of fabric glue, stick the heads in position as indicated by the dotted line on the body template; note that the top and bottom edges of the head should just stick out beyond the edge of the body, as shown far right. Use dabs of glue to stick the spots in place, remembering that ladybugs are symmetrical.
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Step 2


Using black sewing thread,blanket stitch around each spot and along the edge of the head that curves across the body.
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Step 3


Using a beading needle and black sewing thread, sew a button to each head piece, then sew a bead to the middle of each button, positioning them as shown to make the eyes.
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Step 4


Put the two body pieces wrong sides together. Using black sewing thread, blanket stitch from the nose to the back of the head and fasten off. Using red sewing thread, blanket stitch along the top of the body.




choosing colors


My ladybug is the classic red model with black spots, but they can be black with red spots, orange with black spots, or orange with white spots. You can, of course, make your ladybug purple with green spots if those are your favorite colors.










Step 5


Wrong sides together, pin the body to the base. Using black sewing thread, blanket stitch the head section to the base, then change to red thread to start stitching the rest of the body to the base. Blanket stitch halfway around the body.
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Step 6


Cut a base from cardboard, trim it a little and slip it into the ladybug. Sew up the seam a bit more, stuff the ladybug quite firmly with kapok, then finish sewing the body to the base.
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stuffing the pincushion


This pincushion is stuffed with kapok, though you could use polyester fiber or wool roving if you prefer .












my dinosaur
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I chose the bits I liked best from different dinosaurs to make my own beast—bumpy head, magnificent spikes, pointy teeth, and big claws. But he’s really very amiable…









you will need
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	Scissors, needles, and pins


	Two 6¼ x 4-in. (16 x 10-cm), one 3 x 2½-in. (8 x 6-cm) piece of green wool/acrylic mix felt, and two 2½ x 2½-in. (6 x 6-cm) pieces in a darker tone


	Scraps of cream and blue felt


	Fading fabric marker pen


	Sewing thread to match darker felt and cream and blue felts


	Two black delica beads


	Dark brown stranded embroidery floss (thread)


	Variegated green wool/acrylic machine embroidery thread


	Kapok stuffing


	Blunt-pointed knitting needle or thin chopstick


	3 x 2½ in. (8 x 6 cm) piece of cardboard













Step 1


Using the templates, draw around the body onto the largest pieces of felt and cut out two shapes. Cut out the spike section from the template along the dotted line, draw around it onto the darker pieces of felt, and cut out two shapes. Cut one base from the remaining piece of felt. Cut out the eyes, teeth, and claws from cream felt and the irises from blue felt.







Step 2


Using a sewing needle and matching threads, stitch the blue irises onto the cream eyes and the delica beads into the middle of the irises. Using tiny straight stitches, sew the eyes, teeth, and claws onto the body pieces.
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Step 3


Using an embroidery needle and two strands of dark brown embroidery floss (thread), embroider the mouth with lines of chain stitch and the nostrils with single detached chain stitches.







Step 4


Using matching sewing thread, whip stitch the two spike pieces right sides together along the straight edge.
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Step 5


Pin one side of the spike section wrong sides together to one body piece. Thread a fine embroidery needle with a long length of variegated thread. Starting at the back of the neck,blanket stitch the spikes to the body. When you get to the end of the spike section, pin the other body section wrong sides together to the other side of the spike section. Make a single blanket stitch to anchor the two body pieces together, then blanket stitch the other side of the spikes.
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Step 6


When you get back to the head, continue blanket stitching to sew the two body pieces together around the head to under the chin. Do not fasten off the thread. Stuff the head and the spikes firmly with kapok, using the knitting needle or chopstick to push it right in to the corners, then continue blanket stitching down to the bottom edge of the body.
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Step 7


Go back to the far end of the spikes and blanket stitch around the tail, stuffing it as you go.







Step 8


Fit the base into the bottom of the dinosaur body and blanket stitch halfway around it. Stuff the rest of the dinosaur with kapok. Cut a base from the cardboard and trim it down by ⅛ in. (3 mm) all around. Slide it into the dinosaur to sit on the felt base, then complete the blanket stitching.







stuffing the pincushion


This pincushion is stuffed with kapok, packed in to make it firm .









wide-eyed owl
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This perky and practical owl will bring personality to your sewing table, and his sand-filled body will help keep your pins bright and sharp.









you will need
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	Scissors, needles, and pins


	Two 3 x 2-in. (8 x 5-cm), one 4 x 13/4-in. (10 x 4.5-cm), and one 2 x 2-in. (5 x 5-cm) piece of pale orange wool/acrylic mix felt


	2 x 2-in. (5 x 5-cm) piece of fusible bonding web


	Small pieces of green, pale blue, and orange wool/acrylic mix felt


	Two 4 x 3-in. (10 x 8-cm) pieces of printed cotton fabric


	Fading fabric marker pen


	Crewel wools to tone with fabric


	Sewing machine


	Sewing threads


	Kapok stuffing


	Fine sand


	Blunt-pointed knitting needle or thin chopstick


	Fabric glue


	6 in. (15 cm) of baby rick-rack













Step 1


Using the templates, cut two heads and one wing piece from pale orange felt. Sandwich the remaining piece of pale orange felt in half with the fusible bonding web and cut one base from this stiffened felt. Cut two large eyes from green felt, two small eyes from blue felt, and one beak from orange felt. Cut two bodies from cotton fabric.







Step 2


Pin the fabric body pieces right sides together. Set the sewing machine to a small straight stitch and, taking a ½-in. (1-cm) seam allowance, sew the curved side seams. Clip and press the seams (see Clipping a curved seam allowance), then turn the body right side out. Turn under and fingerpress a narrow hem around the bottom edge.







Step 3


Match the center back of the wing piece to the center back of the body, about ½ in. (1 cm) above the bottom edge. Wrap the wing piece around the body and pin it in place—you may find it easier to baste (tack) it at this stage. Thread a needle with crewel wool, andblanket stitch around the wing. Make the stitches irregular in length, fanning them around the curves.
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Step 4


Pin the two felt head pieces together. Thread a needle with a long length of crewel wool and, starting at one side, blanket stitch up the side of one ear. Make the stitches quite tightly spaced but irregular in length. Toward the top of the ear, stop stitching but do not fasten off the wool.
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Step 5


Matching the blanket-stitched seam of the head piece with one side seam of the body, pin then baste (tack) the front of the head to the front of the body, and the back of the head to the back of the body, with the felt overlapping the fabric by ¼ in. (5 mm). Starting at the open end of one side of the head, blanket stitch the head to the body with crewel wool, making the stitches irregular in length as before.
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Step 6


Pin the beak to the center front of the owl, aligning the top edge with the bottom of the head section. Using matching sewing thread and tiny straight stitches, sew the beak in place.
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Step 7


Stack one smaller eye on one larger one and blanket stitch them together with crewel wool, making the stitches small and regular. Sew a button to the smaller eye. Make up the other eye in the same way. Center the eyes on the beak, butt them up together, and pin in place. Using crewel wool and small, even stitches, blanket stitch the eyes in place.
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Step 8
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Fit the base into the bottom of the owl and pin it, pushing the pins through the edge of the fabric into the stiffened felt. Using matching sewing thread and straight stitches, sew the base in place.







Step 9


Put a layer of kapok into the bottom of the owl . Fill it with fine sand to about three-quarters of the way up the body, then add more kapok. Finish blanket stitching the head, using the knitting needle or chopstick to push kapok in to fill the head and ears tightly as you sew.
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Step 10


Using small dabs of fabric glue, stick the rick-rack around the bottom edge of the owl. Match the ends at one side seam, turning them under to neaten them and securing them with a couple of tiny stitches in matching sewing thread.




stuffing the pincushion


This pincushion is stuffed with both kapok and fine sand. The kapok fills out the shape, while the sand adds weight and keeps pins sharp .









patchwork tortoise



[image: ]


Classic, easy-to-sew hexagon patchwork makes the shell of this colorful tortoise. I used patches cut from different parts of the same patterned fabric so that the colors are harmonious.









you will need
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	Thin paper


	Scissors, needles, and pins


	Two 2½ x 1½-in. (6 x 4-cm) and five 1½ x ¾-in. (4 x 2-cm) pieces of wool/acrylic mix felt


	Scrap of cream felt


	Fading fabric marker pen


	Three colors of stranded embroidery floss (thread)


	Sewing threads to match fabrics, cream felt, beads, and rick-rack


	Two seed beads


	Kapok stuffing


	Blunt-pointed knitting needle or thin chopstick


	Seven 1½ x 1½-in. (4 x 4-cm) pieces of fabric


	Iron


	3 x 3-in. (8 x 8-cm) piece of suedette fabric or felt


	Permanent marker pen


	10 in. (25 cm) of baby rick-rack













Step 1


Using the templates, cut seven hexagons from thin paper (standard printer paper works well). Cut two heads, two front legs, two back legs, and one tail from felt. Cut two tiny circles from cream felt for eyes.




seams


You don’t need to have perfectly even seam allowances all around, but don’t make them much smaller or larger.










Step 2


Using three strands of floss (thread) and a fine embroidery needle, work a smallblanket stitch around the legs and tail, leaving the straight edges unstitched. Use one color of floss for the front legs, a second color for the back legs, and the third color for the tail. Remember to flip one of each leg piece over so that you have a left and a right leg before you embroider them.
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Step 3


Using cream sewing thread and straight stitches, sew a cream felt circle to each head piece to make an eye—remember to flip one piece over so that you have a left and a right head before you sew on the eyes. Using matching thread, sew a bead into the center of each eye, sewing them on flat like an “O.”
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Step 4


Pin the head pieces wrong sides together. Using three strands of the floss (thread) used for the tail and a fine embroidery needle, work a small blanket stitch all around, leaving the neck open. Stuff the head as firmly as possible with kapok, using the knitting needle or chopstick to push it right down into the nose . Stuff the neck quite lightly, then squash the end with your fingers so that the two seams meet and whip stitch across the base of the neck to close it.
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