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Foreword


Her Excellency Barbara Tuge-Erecińska, Ambassador of the Republic of Poland to the United Kingdom


To the outside observer, the people of Scotland and those of Poland would seem to have very little in common. The early traditions of these respective nations developed in relative isolation from each other and developed their own unique, rich cultures. Yet, despite these differences, there exists an exceptional compatibility of spirit which has been discovered and explored through a series of historical exchanges. Though much work remains to be done by the archaeologists of culture, the facts that we know already about our bilateral exchanges have provided ample evidence to support this claim.


The October 2009 conference, ‘Scotland and Poland: a Historical Relationship 1500–2009’, was hosted in Scotland in a unique cooperation of the University of Edinburgh, the Polish Cultural Institute in London, the Consulate General of the Republic of Poland in Edinburgh, and many academics who contributed from Polish and British universities. Special gratitude must also be conveyed for the excellent work of Mr Neal Ascherson, Professor Tom Devine, and Sir Timothy O’Shea, without whose efforts this conference would not have been possible.


This groundbreaking conference and the contributions which have resulted in this publication are important first steps in giving voice to our nations’ rich history of exchanges. Through these achievements a foundation has been laid upon which future work can take form. It brings me pleasure to recognise the pioneers of culture who have come before us and the many diligent scholars who have brought their stories to light.




Foreword


Anna Tryc-Bromley, Deputy Director, Polish Cultural Institute


In his book, Stone Voices: the Search for Scotland, Neal Ascherson writes that ‘the stones can be heard and should be heard’. There are more than a few stones in Poland whispering the story of Scotland and Poland’s intertwined past. Graves and place names tell of the many Scottish migrants who came to Poland–Lithuania in the 15th, 16th, and 17th century.


The village of Szkocja (Scotland), for example, lies in the north-east corner of Poland, in the district of Gmina Raczki, within Suwałki County, Podlaskie voivodeship. Another village of the same name is found in the Kuyavian-Pomeranian region, in the Shubin municipality. Nowe Szkoty (New Scots) and Stare Szkoty (Old Scots) are well-known neighbourhoods in the city of Gdańsk. And Szotland (after the German word for Scotland) is the oldest area in the port of Władysławowo, near Gdańsk. These Polish place names tell of a Scottish past in Poland. And while these geographical indicators of the Scottish presence still show on the map, many other locations which were also shaped by Scottish migrants do not possess such clear labelling.


There remain tombstones of numerous Scotsmen scattered throughout Poland, for example in the town of Wegrów, 80 kilometres south-east of Warsaw, in the Mazowia region. The Radziwiłł family, aristocratic owners of Wegrow, had invited Scots to settle within the town which was a strong centre for Calvinists living in Poland. The evangelical cemetery dates back to the second half of the 16th century. There the tombs of James Hughy (Hueys), Henrietta Campbell, Archibald Campbell (1692), Hueys family, Anna Henderson-Lidell and several others are still in recognisable condition. They provide a footprint of these early travellers.


Sadly, much of the history of Scots in Poland has been forgotten or remains unexplored. This is the result of several factors, including the language barrier and the prohibition of constructive exchange due to the veiling of Poland by the Iron Curtain (1945–1989). The same obstacles prevented Polish scholars from examining the Polish presence in Scotland during World War II. Thousands of Polish soldiers came to Scotland after the Fall of France in 1940. Many of them stayed in Scotland when the War ended and Poland came under Soviet control.


These obstacles have faded since 1989. With the newly realised sovereignty of the Polish state, political barriers have fallen, and with Poland’s 2004 accession to the European Union a fresh wave of migration to Scotland by young, energetic Poles has provoked renewed interest in the two nations’ common past.


In the past two decades, the Polish Cultural Institute in London has been supporting Polish theatre, literature and visual arts in Scotland. The Institute cooperates with the Polish Consulate General in Edinburgh in support of many local Polish–Scottish initiatives which enrich the cooperation between our cultures. The years 2009/10 were of particular significance owing to the Polish Cultural Year celebrations in the UK under the umbrella title of ‘Polska!Year’, a showcase of Polish culture in the UK coordinated by the Adam Mickiewicz Institute in Poland in collaboration with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Polish Cultural Institute. There have also been numerous Scotland-based initiatives which have embraced the people and culture of Poland, such as ‘Polish Spring 2009’ in Perth, the ‘Homecoming Scotland’ campaign and similar initiatives.


Traces left in Poland by early modern Scots have been largely covered under layers of history but are now slowly being unearthed. During a trip to Poland in 2008, Ms Linda Fabiani, Minister for Europe for the Scottish Government 2007–9, unveiled a plaque in Warsaw’s Old Town to honour the city’s first Mayor, the Scottish merchant Alexander Chalmers (d. 1703). Mayor Chalmers’ original tomb had been placed in Saint John’s Cathedral, the seat of the archdiocese in the heart of the city. The cathedral was destroyed by enemy action during World War II. It has since been reconstructed, but Chalmers’ tomb still awaits recovery.


In October 2009, the Polish Cultural Institute and the University of Edinburgh’s Scottish Centre for Diaspora Studies hosted the international conference ‘Scotland and Poland: A Historical Relationship, 1500–2009’. Over a dozen distinguished scholars from Poland and Scotland came together to discuss – for the first time – the different dimensions of Scottish–Polish contact.


This book was inspired by the 2009 conference. It should be only the beginning. There is need for further research, for example for a formal, systematic query of Scottish material culture in Poland which would encourage an evidence-based consensus of Polish–Scottish historical relations in international discourse. Examples of this material culture include archaeological remains such as gravestones, written artefacts, objects of art, architecture, and even engineered landscapes. My hope is that this publication might lead the way towards the goal of unravelling the scope of historical and economic exchanges between these two cultures.
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Introduction


T. M. Devine and David Hesse









The relationship between Scotland and Poland over five centuries and more has been long, significant and complex, though until recent times little studied. This book, based on an academic conference held at the University of Edinburgh in October 2009, seeks to provide a greater understanding of some aspects of that historic connection between the two nations. It brings together contributions from both Scotland and Poland, where academic interest in this shared history has burgeoned in the past decade.1 In particular, the collection focuses on the two periods when migration links between the two societies became important. The first of these was the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries when Scots emigrants had a high visibility in Poland–Lithuania; the second, during World War II, when Polish soldiers arrived in large numbers in Scotland to support the allied cause against Germany. This military migration was then followed six decades later, after Poland’s accession to the European Union on 1 May 2004, by the migration to Scotland of many thousands of young Poles seeking employment and new careers.


1500–1800


In medieval and early modern times it was the sea which united and the land which divided. Scotland’s long North Sea coastline meant that traders had a much shorter sea voyage to Scandinavia and the Baltic than to any port in eastern England. The Baltic was Europe’s inland sea with a thriving trade in grain through the ports of Gdańsk, Lübeck and Königsberg (Kaliningrad). From there the great river valleys of the Vistula and the Elbe opened up an immense network of waterways reaching more than 400 miles inland into the heart of the Commonwealth of Poland–Lithuania. This was an economic cornucopia matched by few other regions in Europe at the time, powerfully influenced by the decline in the old monopolistic structures and authorities of the Hanseatic League. The Polish aristocracy were marketing the surplus wheat and rye of their great estates to feed a rising and increasingly urbanised population in Western Europe. Scots merchants moved in first to Gdańsk in the early sixteenth century to exploit the opportunities for profit and then spread across several of the towns and cities of Poland–Lithuania. In 1569, Sir John Skene observed ‘ane great multitude’ of Scots traders in Cracow.2 Debates in the London Parliament after the Regal Union of 1603 employed ‘the multiplicities of the Scots in Polonia’ as a dreadful warning of the fate which might befall England if the Scots were to become naturalised subjects as a consequence of the Scots king James VI’s succession to the English throne: ‘we shall be over-run with them’.3


The question of the numbers of immigrants to Poland–Lithuania is not easily answered. One scholar has traced the names of over 7,400 male Scots in no fewer than 420 places throughout Poland but is certain that that total represented only a proportion of the total migration.4 For the whole of the seventeenth century, T. C. Smout has estimated that something of the order of 30,000 to 40,000 Scots migrated to the Commonwealth, though this figure has been criticised as excessive by at least one recent scholar.5 Nevertheless, even if the order of magnitude is reduced, the exodus to Poland was almost certainly the biggest single Scottish civilian emigration between 1600 and 1650, though perhaps not as significant as the huge numbers of soldiers recruited into the European armies of the Thirty Years’ War.6 The Scottish impact on Poland–Lithuania was confirmed by the rise of the twelve Scottish Brotherhoods, each organised by an elected committee of ‘Elders’ drawn from all the numerous Scottish ‘colonies’ from across the country. It was also illustrated by the ascent of a few Scots to positions of real authority in Poland. Perhaps the most famous was Alexander Chalmers (Czamer), born in Dyce near Aberdeen, who made his fortune in cloth manufacture and trading and then served four terms as Mayor of Warsaw. Some, like Robert Gordon, a wealthy Gdańsk merchant who endowed Robert Gordon’s College in Aberdeen, invested some of their riches at home. Yet others, especially Scottish officers who had risen to prominence fighting under Polish command, sometimes were able to enter the ranks of the nobility and established landed dynasties.7


From the 1650s and 1660s, however, Scottish immigration appears to have experienced a steep decline. As the older generations died off and integration into Polish society increased, the links with the old country withered. Then the emigration to central and Eastern Europe became Scotland’s forgotten diaspora, quickly disappearing from popular memory as the nation’s new connections with the British Atlantic and Asian empires became dominant in the eighteenth century. The pioneering research reported in the chapters which follow begin to fill at least some of the many gaps in our knowledge of one key aspect of Scotland’s ancient ties with Europe.


1940–2010


Scotland and Poland share more than one historical encounter. Almost five centuries after the first Scottish tradesmen and soldiers sought their luck in Poland–Lithuania, Scots and Poles met again on a large scale in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. But this time, the migratory stream had reversed. Scotland became the recipient country for Polish immigration.


The first wave of Polish migration to Scotland was military. More than 20,000 Polish soldiers arrived in Scotland in the early stages of World War II to train and fight alongside the British Army. Their presence in Scottish towns and cities during and after the War created a special and lasting bond – a Scottish–Polish relationship that was not always without tension. After the War, many Poles decided to stay and adopted Scotland as their new home. When the second wave of Polish migrants arrived after Poland joined the European Union in May 2004, the newcomers met with an existing Polish community in Scotland.


The chapters in the second section of this collection take a new look at the twentieth and twenty-first century Polish presence in Scotland. They examine Polish life in Scotland and address the issue of Polish–Scottish relations. They provide insights into the interactions between the first and the second generation of Polish migrants in Scotland. And they offer analysis of the distinctive reception the Poles received in Scotland in the years after 2004. This receiving differed in several ways from the overall reception of Polish and Eastern European immigrants in the rest of the United Kingdom.


The Polish military began to arrive in Scotland following the Fall of France in June 1940. After Poland had been invaded by Nazi Germany in September 1939, the remnants of the Polish Army had joined the French and fought the Nazis as an ‘Army in Exile’.8 The unexpected defeat of France made the Polish leadership under General Władysław Sikorski (1881–1943) turn towards Britain. More than 20,000 Polish soldiers left France for England and were then relocated to Scotland. As Allan Carswell points out in his contribution to this volume, the War Office mainly chose to station the Polish soldiers in Scotland to make room for the reorganisation of the British forces after the chaotic evacuation from Dunkirk.


The Poles arrived in Glasgow and were then moved to tented camps in rural Lanarkshire, Dumfriesshire, and later to Fife and Angus.9 Their reception in the first years was warm and supportive, as many eyewitnesses recall.10 The Poles were greeted as ‘gallant soldiers’ and proud patriots who brought both continental bohème and the reality of the War to peripheral Scotland. To some, the Poles were just a bit too gallant – their well-reported success with the Scottish ladies and the disproportionate number of officers among their ranks led to tensions in both civilian and military life. Furthermore, public opinion about the Poles deteriorated when Stalin’s Soviet Union entered the Grand Alliance in 1942 and the British media began to encourage pro-Soviet sentiments among the population. The Poles – with their fierce anti-Soviet stance – were increasingly rejected, as Peter D. Stachura notes in his account.


When the War ended and it became apparent that Poland would come permanently under Soviet control, many Polish veterans decided not to leave Scotland. The Polish community in Scotland grew smaller, but did not disappear. While some Scottish–Polish wartime institutions (such as the University of Edinburgh’s Polish Medical School11) closed down fairly soon after 1945, several Polish organisations remained active in Scotland throughout the Cold War. Among them are the Ex-Combatants’ Association (SPK) and the Scottish–Polish Society (founded in October 1941).12 When Poland re-emerged from behind the Iron Curtain in 1989, the Polish community in Scotland celebrated.


The second wave of Polish influx brought economic migrants to Scotland. The phenomenon was part of a larger Polish exodus. When Poland joined the European Union in May 2004, the country struggled with the highest unemployment rate of all EU member states (19 per cent).13 In the five years following 2004, more than 600,000 Poles seem to have left their home to find work or higher education abroad.14 They turned almost exclusively to the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland – the only EU countries apart from Sweden which had opened their labour markets without restrictions to immigration from the new EU member states in May 2004.


More than 70,000 Poles seem to have settled in Scotland by the end of 2008. Precise numbers are hard to obtain, as the Scottish Registrar General’s statistics do not include the self-employed and non-working spouses.15 Furthermore, grace to newly established direct flight connections, many of the ‘New Poles’ are not old-fashioned emigrants but temporary expatriates who move frequently between Poland and Scotland. Mr Aleksander Dietkow, the Republic of Poland’s Consul General in Edinburgh from 2005 to 2009, estimates that the number of Poles in Scotland has stabilised somewhere between 70,000 and 85,000 in the second half of 2008. According to his office, some 30,000 Poles lived in Edinburgh in the year 2009, 20,000 in Glasgow, c. 10,000 in Grampian, with many in Aberdeen, c. 8,000 in the Highlands, with most in Inverness, and c. 5,000 in Tayside, with a concentration in Dundee.


The large number of new Polish organisations in Scotland indicates the wide dissemination of Polish immigrants. Among the social and cultural clubs recently established are the Polish Associations of Inverness, Fife, and Aberdeen, the ‘United Polish Falkirk’ group, the Perth Polish Support Group, and the Polish Scottish Society in Ayrshire, the latter set up in 2006 by the son of a first-generation Polish immigrant.16 The Polish presence in Scotland is evident in many other domains of public life, such as in sport, where amateur Polish football teams like the Dundee-based FC Polonia or FC Polska from Aberdeen appear in Scottish amateur league tables. The highly successful Edinburgh-based volleyball team Polonia Jets plays in the Second Scottish Division (Men).17


While it is not yet clear how the Polish community will react to recent financial developments and the devaluation of the British Pound compared to the Euro and the Złoty, many Poles seem to have come to stay, with their children in Scottish schools and their businesses doing well. Their networks and interactions with both host country and the Cold War Polish diaspora urgently require further research by both historians and social scientists. The essays in this collection seek to make a beginning.


The editors wish to acknowledge the kind support of the Polish Cultural Institute in London, the University of Edinburgh’s Scottish Centre for Diaspora Studies, the National Archives of Scotland, and the Republic of Poland’s Consulate General in Edinburgh. Special thanks go to Anna Tryc-Bromley, Neal Ascherson, Anne Brockington, and Sylwia Spooner. Most of the contributions assembled here were first presented at the international conference ‘Scotland and Poland, a Historical Relationship, 1500–2009’, which took place on 1–2 October 2009 at the University of Edinburgh.
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‘Brothers and Sisters for a’ that’


Rediscovering the Polish–Scottish Relationship


Neal Ascherson











Opening lecture of the international conference ‘Scotland and Poland – A Historical Relationship, 1500–2009’, given on 1 October 2009 at the University of Edinburgh





First of all, I would like to congratulate the organisers of this conference, which is not only about history but in itself historic. Salutes to the Ambassador, Mme Tuge-Erecińska, first of all, who has honoured us with her presence, and to the University of Edinburgh, which has maintained a rich and often generous connection with Poland for over two hundred years. Salutes to the Polish Cultural Institute, to the Polish Consulate General in Edinburgh – Consul Dietkow and his hard-working staff–to the Edinburgh publishers Birlinn under Hugh Andrew, and to everyone else who has made this meeting possible. And my thanks to you for doing me the honour of asking me to give this opening talk.


Let me add a dedication, to somebody who in his own life came to symbolise this Polish–Scottish relationship. My respects to the memory of General Stanisław Maczek, commander of the 1st Polish Armoured Division, liberator of European cities, that tough but modest soldier who chose not to return to an unfree Poland but to spend the rest of his life here in Edinburgh, where he died at the age of a hundred and two.


When Field-Marshal Montgomery first met General Maczek, soon after the first Polish troops had arrived in Britain in 1940, he asked him: ‘Tell me, what language do Poles really speak among themselves at home – German or Russian?’1 I wish I knew what Maczek replied. Perhaps he counted up to twenty before he felt himself safe to answer. But what a long way we have moved since then! There can be few people in Scotland today, or in England, who do not know that Poland is Polish, or do not have some idea of what Poland means.


But the process of making Scotland aware of the long Scottish–Polish connection has been slow. It is still only beginning. It is not that nobody has studied it or written about it. To take only a few names from those who have published in Scotland on the subject in the last half-century, there have been Leon Koczy, Anna Biegańska, Wiktor Tomaszewski, Katia Kretkowska, Stefan Zabieglik, Tomasz Ziarski-Kernberg, Peter Stachura … But these names are all Polish. Where were the Scottish scholars? It is only now that historians in this country have begun to realise – for example – the true scale and significance of the Scottish settlements in the Vistula basin. This neglect – a footnote or an odd sentence in accounts of Scottish military emigrations or trading connections in the Baltic – has various possible explanations, none of them very creditable: ignorance of the language, lack of written sources in Scotland, barriers to researchers imposed by politics from the Partitions to the Iron Curtain, perhaps even an element of academic sloth – that reluctance to derail accepted narratives of history. But whatever the reasons, that neglect is now over. For that change, and for the idea of this conference, we should above all thank the work in the last few years of Professor Tom Devine and of the researchers he has inspired. After this conference, Scottish historiography will never be the same again.


This meeting which begins today marks the rediscovery of a locked room, crammed with historical treasure. In some ways, I believe that it is even more important than the opening of another locked room in 1818, when Sir Walter Scott recovered Scotland’s hidden regalia – the Honours of Scotland – from a chest in Edinburgh Castle.


Scotland is now beginning to repossess an extraordinary episode: those colonies in the old Polish–Lithuanian Commonwealth. This network of highly organised and tightly structured settlements, divided into at least twelve ‘Scottish Brotherhoods’, each with its elected council of elders, coming together at an annual general meeting at Toruń on the Vistula, represented an early and major Scottish venture into the outside world.


Much about them still remains unknown, not least the numbers involved. All historians of the period are familiar with the narrative of exuberant William Lithgow, ‘Lugless Will’, who trudged across Europe and the near East in the early seventeenth century. In 1616, he walked across Poland, where he found ‘abundance of gallant rich Merchants my Countrey-men, who were all very kind to me, and so were they by the way in every place where I came, the conclusion being ever sealed with deepe draughts, and God be with you’. He called Poland ‘for auspiciousness … a mother and Nurse, for the young and younglings of Scotland, who are yearly sent hither in great numbers’. And he spoke of ‘thirty thousand Scots families, that live incorporate in her bowels …’2


Thirty thousand? Lithgow had no means of counting the settlers, and historians today regard this figure as a wild exaggeration. Even if an average family is counted as improbably small as three individuals, that would amount to nearly ten per cent of Scotland’s population. As most of them came from eastern and north-eastern Scotland, that figure would imply almost deserted landscapes in Aberdeenshire or Angus, their fields worked by old men, old women and young children. And yet the late Rosalind Mitchison estimated that in the early seventeenth century at least 100,000 people left Scotland, counting the Scottish settlements in Ulster (50,000 at a low minimum) and the mercenaries serving in Denmark, Sweden and France. She made no guess at the figures for Poland – indeed, she does not mention the Vistula settlements at all in her 1970 A History of Scotland – but she admitted that her ‘100,000’ figure ‘might still be much too low’.3


The Polish colonies also have European significance. It is true that colonising migrations were already happening in early modern Europe. In the sixteenth century, for example, something like 150,000 people had left Castile to cross the Atlantic and settle in what was to become Latin America – but out of a total population of 6.5 million, over six times that of Scotland. The Ulster Plantations were another massive planned settlement. But in the history of this period in Europe, I can think of no comparable case of a large-scale colonial enterprise involving long-term settlement which succeeded without military conquest or political regime-change.


It may be that the unusual nature of the Commonwealth – its openness to foreign immigration and, with some lapses, its tolerance of religious and ethnic diversity – made this possible. The Scottish colonists were generally well treated by the Polish Crown, in contrast to the swarms of unlicensed Scottish pedlars with their backpacks or packhorses, who were regarded as tax-dodging nuisances. Many Scots rose to important official jobs, as bankers, officers in the forces, or urban dignitaries – Alexander Chalmers, from Dyce, was four times mayor of Warsaw in the seventeenth century.


But it is for Polish scholars to describe the impact of the Scots on Polish society. What fascinates me is that the success of this colonisation seems to have laid down so much of the future patterns and structures of Scottish overseas expansion. And some of these were repeated after the Union of 1707 as Scots fanned out across the British overseas empire, patterns which were to survive until the mid-twentieth century.


The basic model is of small, patriarchal units, usually recruited through family connections back home and from particular Scottish districts. Personal character recommendation from relatives or friends in Scotland was decisive, especially in the case of young men. These little communities were to develop into the so-called private partnerships which spread across the British Empire in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.4 Their tradition of careful local recruiting by recommendation and enlightened nepotism – rather than by anything like open competition – survived into the age of giant private trading companies such as Guthries or Jardine Matheson in Asia.


Three other traditions of Scottish overseas commerce had their origins in Poland. One was the striking reluctance to repatriate profits. Fortunes were made on the Vistula and in Gdańsk. And yet little was sent home. Robert Gordon in Gdańsk founded the college with his name in Aberdeen; and there was a collection among the Scottish community to repair Marischal College in the same city. But the general rule was to reinvest profits locally, in commerce or in charitable and educational institutions. Scotland was not seen as worth investing in – at least, not until the mid-eighteenth century, when tobacco and sugar merchants began to invest the profits of Caribbean and American plantations in early Scottish industry and in land, especially in west-central Scotland. This was a massive and decisive capital inflow, and T. M. Devine has shown that the industrial and agrarian transformation of Scotland in the second half of the eighteenth century would not have been possible without this repatriation of the profits of Empire – or perhaps it would be more accurate to call them the profits of the slave-worked sector of the imperial economy.5 And yet in the nineteenth century Scottish private partnerships in Australia, southern Asia and many other parts of the world still preferred to plough their money back into ventures on their own territory: into Polish linen factories, Australian sheep stations, Burmese or Canadian railways. It is true that some money came home to finance the retiral of Scottish nabobs and tycoons. In the Victorian and Edwardian years, by which time Scotland had developed its own domestic capital sources, overseas fortunes were frequently used to buy Highland estates or luxurious steam yachts, or to build draughty Scottish Baronial castles in Argyll. But the serious money acquired overseas usually went into loan finance on the spot. The investments collected at home for Scottish overseas partnerships by syndicates of Edinburgh solicitors paid their subscribers well. But, with the exception of the eighteenth-century plantation profits amassed by Glasgow merchants and the younger sons of landed families sent out to make slave-driver fortunes, the capital created by these investments seldom found its way back to Scotland.


I think we have to remember that – until the 1740s at the earliest – the idea of redirecting their business towards investing in the Scottish economy would have seemed simply puzzling to most Scottish merchants overseas. Scotland, to them, was a hard, stony land without prospects of its own, and their best service to their country, they might have said, was to help the deserving young to leave it.


A second Scottish trait was the practice of high-risk banking – hazardous lending at low interest. Shrewdly selected, these risks often paid off handsomely. The Scots were already doing this in seventeenth-century Poland, advancing money to Polish landowners to improve the flow of wheat into the Vistula grain trade. Bankers like Piotr Fergusson-Tepper or William Hewson sometimes had three-quarters of their capital out on loan. It was the same in nineteenth-century Australia, a continent starving for finance, as cheap Scottish long-term loans filled the gap and laid the foundations of sheep-farming prosperity.


A third trait was lack of interest in political imperialism. In Poland and then in the British Empire, the Scots – in contrast to the English instinct – did not much care who owned a territory or whether it was coloured red on the atlas, as long as the local rulers let them trade. That connects to a fourth trait – the capacity to melt in. The Scots who made the long, difficult sea voyage to Gdańsk intended to stay, and over the generations their descendants gradually became Polonised in language, loyalties and often religion. Families of the second Scottish immigration in the 1820s went through much the same process, as Mona Kedslie McLeod has described in her wonderful book Agents of Change.6 The Scottish diaspora in the British Empire acquired local loyalties much more rapidly than the English, although – with exceptions in North America – they seldom married into indigenous populations in colonised continents.


Was this ‘assimilation’ or ‘accommodation’ – two cultural alternatives anxiously debated among the Poles who stayed in Britain after World War II? The truth is, of course, that the second leads into the first. ‘Accommodation’ in nineteenth-century Poland was represented by Polish-speaking families who still attended a Protestant church and were proud of vaguely remembered Scottish roots. ‘Accommodation’ in Scotland today is represented by young Scots who know scarcely a word of Polish but treasure a grandfather’s stories of Siberian captivity or of Christmas Eve feasting in a snowy countryside.


One further point before I leave the Vistula colonies. We now have the chance to correct an ancient distortion of history. This is the myth that the disastrous Darien Scheme in the 1690s showed that Scotland was incapable of colonial enterprise on its own. I suggest that we should see the Darien Scheme as a one-off, a catastrophe precisely because it ignored all the lessons and well-tried structures of the Polish colonies. Not for the last time, a Scottish attempt to copy and outdo an English commercial success – in that case, the East India Company – ended in ruin and humiliation. In our own day, we have seen what happens when respectable Scottish banks and building societies – swept away by a mania just as the old Company of Scotland was – try to copy the apparent triumph of the City of London and Wall Street in trading sub-prime mortgages and derivatives.


When Poland was partitioned and destroyed at the end of the eighteenth century, Scottish radicals were especially outraged. I will not quote what Robert Burns wanted done to Catherine II (‘Auld Kate’). It’s in ‘Why Shouldna Poor Folk Mowe?’ – the only Burns’ poem Samuel Marshak didn’t dare to translate into Russian.7 But the restoration of the semi-independent Congress Kingdom in 1815 led to the second Scottish settlement in Poland. Polish nobles and intellectuals had been visiting and studying the Scottish Enlightenment since the 1790s. Now they imported Scottish engineers, managers and agricultural improvers with their families, in a heroic drive to modernise their country under the nose of Russian and Prussian occupation. Much of this was swept away by Russian repression after the failed 1830 insurrection. But enough survived – especially on the Zamoyski estates – to allow the Scots and their descendants to help build up what became the most powerful industrial economy in the Russian empire. Many of them remained until the restoration of Polish independence in 1918.


In the dark century of partition, France – the home of the ‘Great Emigration’ after 1830 – was the most powerful supporter of a free Poland. But Scotland, perhaps even more than England, passionately adopted the cause of the Polish exiles. Romantic Scottish patriots, while reluctant to demand their own national independence, easily identified Poland’s struggles with the deeds of Bruce and Wallace and with Scotland’s early proclamation of ‘the freedom which no good man surrenders but with his life’. It is perhaps unfair to remember Thomas Campbell, one of the most effective friends of Poland in this period, for what has been described as the worst line in English poetry: ‘And Freedom shrieked as Kościuszko fell’.


Nonetheless, direct contact between Scotland and Poland, free or unfree, was slight between about 1830 and the outbreak of World War II. The Poles did not forget the earlier Scottish presence, the merchants, the pedlars and the soldiers. Most Poles, even today, remember affectionately the figure of Ketling, the hardy, merry Scottish soldier in Sienkiewicz’s historical novel Pan Wołodyjowski. The Scots, in contrast, lost the memory of their old relationship across the Baltic almost completely. The torrent of Polish emigration which began to flow in the later nineteenth century avoided Britain, and went instead to the industrial basins of France, Belgium and the German Ruhr, or across the Atlantic to the United States and Brazil. In the 1880s, Lanarkshire colliery owners brought in some thousands of immigrant workers from Russian Poland, the so-called ‘Lithuanians’. Few of them were ethnic Poles, but their presence was resented because of the perception that they had been imported as cheap labour – and also because of their Catholic faith.


The old acquaintance was not really renewed until 1940, with the arrival of Polish Armed Forces after the Fall of France. It was Churchill’s decision that they should be stationed in Scotland, to guard the east coast against invasion and to retrain for the assault on the European mainland. The soldiers, evacuated from France, together with naval and airforce personnel, numbered at first some 30,000. These numbers steadily grew. In 1942–3, some 8,000 men and women out of the mass of over 100,000 Poles who had been released from Soviet labour camps and made their epic journey to safety in Persia were transferred to the Polish 1st Army Corps in Scotland. Later still, they were reinforced by Poles who had been forcibly recruited into the Nazi armies and then taken prisoner by the Allies. At first housed in tents in the hills around Biggar and Crawford, the Polish troops were later moved east to set their main concentration in Fife and Angus. But Polish units, army, navy and airforce, were to be found all over Scotland by the end of the war.


The impact of this Polish presence on Scottish popular imagination was enormous, and is still vividly remembered by the older generation. Scotland, used to thinking of itself as an emigrating country, now for the first time found itself receiving a massive foreign presence. The Poles were certainly exotic. They wore strange uniforms, they spoke an incomprehensible language, they had been through nightmare experiences which were hard to credit in peaceful Scotland, and they were fervent Roman Catholics. On top of all that, they possessed charm, hand-kissing manners and joie de vivre which seemed to come straight from the movies, and which was hard to resist. As a Glasgow woman wrote in a letter to the Herald last year: ‘Nobody has mentioned one important reason for welcoming Poles, but perhaps only ladies in their late seventies know it. They can all dance like Fred Astaire.’8


The Poles liberated many places in those years, from Bologna to Breda. In a less noisy way, they liberated Scotland, too. It was not just a matter of foxtrots and promises of undying love. It was their reminder that Scotland was not just North Britain, but had been, and could be again, a small European nation. George Reid, Holyrood’s ex-Presiding Officer, remembers that the village in which he grew up, Tullibody, had in the 1940s more Poles than Scots as inhabitants. As an MP, and then an MSP, Reid was to become the most experienced ‘Europeanist’ in Scottish politics. And the young Richard Demarco saw for the first time that there was what he calls ‘a Polish–Scottish–Italian dimension to Europe’ – a perception which was to change and direct his life. He has said: ‘As an Italo–Celtic schoolboy, I saw this first-hand when at Sunday Mass I studied the faces of the Polish soldiers kneeling alongside those in a different uniform, that of Italian prisoners of war.’9


With so many men away at the war, there was a lot of love to be sought. There were many marriages (I have seen a figure of 2,500), many babies, a lot of broken hearts. In Ksawery Pruszyński’s book Polish Invasion, he makes a Polish military chaplain rebuke his flock: ‘What will be left for the women of Poland?’ The soldiers reassure him: ‘We will manage to have something left for them.’10 Here’s an example of how hospitality could grow into something warmer. Susan Greenhill-Gardyne, daughter of Finavon Castle near Forfar, worked in the canteen of the camp at Polmont which was training the cichociemny, the ‘silent-shadowy ones’, the parachutists to be dropped back into occupied Poland to join the non-Communist resistance. She learned Polish there, and after the war was posted to the British Embassy in Warsaw. This was a time when the new Communist regime was hunting down and arresting those parachutists, as imperialist agents. One of these fugitives, Stanisław Mazur, had known Susan at Polmont. He managed to make contact, and she arranged for him to be smuggled out of Poland through Czechoslovakia. Back in Scotland, they married and lived happily at Finavon for many years.11


Other women were less lucky. Some of the Scottish wives moved to Poland after the war, only to see their husbands arrested and themselves stranded – at that time, a woman who married a foreigner could lose her British citizenship. It took a change in the law to allow the British Embassy to rescue them. Returned to Scotland, many were eventually able to bring their husbands and children out of Poland, when the regime eased after Stalin’s death.


But it would be wrong and sentimental to see this wartime and post-war relationship through a happy old comrades’ haze. There were problems. Between people so remote from each other, how could there not be? Ksawery Pruszyński, in Scotland with the 1st Polish Corps, pointed out that the Poles often began by assuming that the Scots were a sort of English, and could not understand why they got so furious when they were told so. And the Scots in turn began by assuming that Poles were a sort of Russian, and were surprised at the outraged protests they provoked.12 Poles, like Scots, enjoy taking offence, and the street brawls between Polish soldiers and the Black Watch were legendary.


The fact is that by 1942, that early welcoming warmth was starting to cool. International politics were mostly to blame. In the Fife coalfields where the Communist Party had a devoted following, many Scots flatly refused to believe Polish stories of their experiences in the Gulag. They were shocked at the mere suggestion that Comrade Stalin could be guilty of the Katyń massacres. Polish protests against Soviet behaviour towards their country, before and after ‘liberation’, were quite widely seen as selfish and disloyal in time of war, and the British Government – anxious to lubricate the Soviet alliance – did not discourage that resentment.


There were even doubts about Polish democratic credentials. Some politicians were dismayed when General Sikorski – very wisely – locked up some of his ultra-right rivals in a camp on the Isle of Snakes (otherwise Bute). A scandal over anti-Semitism in the army in Scotland was badly mishandled by the Government-in-Exile.13 Sectarian prejudice against Catholics came into play too, especially as the war ended. And many Scottish males, not least husbands returning from the fronts, grew jealous of Polish glamour.


Many leading figures in Scotland continued to give the Poles enthusiastic support – Sir Patrick Dollan, Glasgow’s Lord Provost in the early war years, and Lady Warrender of the Auxiliary Territorial Service among them. It’s hard now to remember that a ‘Poles Go Home’ rally filled the Usher Hall in 1946, harangued by the viciously anti-Catholic John Cormack, then an Edinburgh councillor. Even Churchill had told the Poles to go home and rebuild their country, forgetting that soldiers from the regions annexed by the Soviet Union no longer had a home to go to. A few demobilised soldiers made things worse by buying up slum property in Scottish cities and rack-renting poor tenants – a variant of the much larger Rachman scandal in post-war London.


In short, the peaceful settlement of some 8,000 Polish ex-combatants in Scotland after the war, and the good reputation they won among their neighbours, is more of an achievement than it seems. When I recall such men from my boyhood in Argyll, I think of ‘Tony the Pole’ with his red-haired wife from Dunfermline, who worked a stony farm on the Isle of Jura – 1984 would never have been finished if Tony hadn’t rescued George Orwell from the Corryvreckan whirlpool. I think of George, the Silesian miner, who could mend any engine on boat or lorry; or the wise Pole who ran the ironmongers in Ardrishaig or the Pole who founded a plumbing dynasty in Lochgilphead. Their hardiness and energy stood out in a countryside damp with gentle resignation.


Since Poland’s entry to the EU in 2004, the past five years have brought a torrent of mostly young Poles to Britain. Again, some features of this immigration have had a particular effect on Scotland, not always matched in the South.


First, the demography: a large percentage of young couples, often with higher education, often in the mood to have babies.


Secondly, the spread: even in the Highlands, there are few small places without a Stas and a Zosia resurrecting dead radiators or bringing dreich public bars to life.


Third, the economic impact. The Poles have helped to fill a Scottish gap, in an ageing society which is strikingly and dangerously weak in the small business sector, above all in service enterprise formation. The Polish pattern we have seen here is roughly to accumulate money through hard manual work, and then to invest the savings in a small business. Most of them intend eventually to go back to Poland and run their business there. But many, much to Scotland’s benefit, open their plumbing or decorating firms in this country.


Fourth difference: the Scottish Executive and then Government, unlike Westminster, have put some energy into encouraging and attracting young Poles to come and to settle.


So these Poles in Scotland have behaved rather like the Scots behaved in Poland four centuries ago. They have braved the collision with a strange language spoken in a way their English teachers at school had not prepared them for. They have learned the way round strict and sometimes baffling laws; they have done well for themselves ‘living incorporate in Scotland’s bowels’, and they have made many natives wonder how they ever got by without them. Like the nineteenth-century Scots experts who went to Dowspuda or Zamość or Żyrardów, they entered a nation which feared that its creative days were over, and reminded everyone how to innovate.


To conclude, this Polish–Scottish relationship, this feeling of an unlikely brotherhood or sisterhood, is not just about sentiment. Our two histories are very different, similar only in the ways both nations read them: that the fight for freedom or independence has shaped both countries, and that bigger, less intelligent neighbours will always use their elbows on smaller, more advanced neighbours. And similar, I might add, in that both prefer to picture themselves as always the oppressed – and never the oppressors.


But this is also a solid, measurable relationship. At different times in those histories, Poland and Scotland have drawn real strength from one another in trade and in war. And shelter too: the Scottish exiles who backed the wrong side in seventeenth-century conflicts, the men and women of the Polish Armed Forces who could not or would not go home after 1945.


I will end with the ending of Ksawery Pruszyński’s book. Remember, it was written in 1941, before anyone could foresee that Poland’s reward for being an Ally would be to lose its freedom.


Pruszyński imagined how, when the Poles got home from Scotland, after the war was won, they would want to thank all the Scots who had shown them hospitality. So they would invite them all, from Sir Patrick Dollan (‘Dollanski’) to every Fife landlady, to come to visit them with their families. A fleet of liners escorted by Polish warships would approach Gdynia and Gdańsk, to be greeted by royal salutes from the guns at Hel and Westerplatte, while all Poland either lined the quayside or listened on the radio. Scottish children who had learned all about Poland during the war would be leaning over the side shouting ‘Czołem! Dzień dobry!’, while Polish children shouted ‘Long live Scotland!’ Then, after the grand welcome ceremony, the Polish families would take the Scots off to tour their country. ‘Even if you see us poor, you will know that we are happy, for we are rebuilding our own homes on our own land. May this be the last time we have to rebuild them.’14


Knowing what was to happen, it hurts to read that now. No happy reunion in freedom on the Baltic shore; instead, the Soviet alliance and then Yalta, and then Stalinist terror, a time when Poles felt betrayed by their British hosts and Scots lost touch with Polish feelings. All that is history now. But it shows that this relationship between two peoples has always been subject to climate change, to cooling and then warming.


Today, we are in a warm period. Scotland has done well out of the new Polish invasion, and we can hope that most – not all – of the invaders will go home with good memories of Scotland. If a day comes when Scotland asks for its own membership of the European Union, maybe those four centuries of memories will help Polish leaders to understand and support the Scottish claim. This conference will show how much these two nations have done together. May it set fire to imaginations, and show how much we can still do for each other and with each other in the future.
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Hiding from the Dogs


The Problem of Polish–Scottish Political Dialogue, 1550–1707


Robert I. Frost









This story does not begin well. In 1648, Łukasz Opaliński (1612–1662), a prominent Polish politician and political thinker, published the second of his two influential political treatises, Polonia Defensa.1 This work must be one of the most dyspeptic book reviews ever penned. It was directed at the unfortunate John Barclay (1582–1621), whose wry look at the peoples of Europe had helped make his quietly ironic Icon Animorum hugely popular: one estimate suggests that 30,000 copies were printed in a host of editions and translations.2 Barclay had been dead for over quarter of a century by 1648; it may therefore have been the Polish translation, published in 1647, which galvanised Opaliński.3 A leading critic of the Polish political system in his vernacular writings, in Polonia Defensa Opaliński nevertheless defended it in elegant Latin to an international audience. If Barclay’s work was meant to be a joke – it is often regarded as the fourth part of his Satyricon cycle – Opaliński clearly did not get it. He reprinted verbatim the short section in which Barclay discussed Poland, which took up just over six pages, and then proceeded to demolish it line by sarcastic line in the remaining 131 pages, spitting vitriol from the first sentence of the preface.4


Polonia Defensa was a lively addition to the copious literature of Descriptio Gentium that was so popular in Renaissance and Baroque Europe. Opaliński’s critique of Barclay was not so much ad hominem, in the time-honoured way of outraged reviewers, as ad gentem. For although Barclay had been born in exile of a French mother, probably never visited Scotland, and was referred to as French in contemporary British records,5 it was his Scottishness, inherited from his renowned Royalist father William, that seized Opaliński’s attention and gave him a target for his indignation. While his response was undoubtedly disproportionate, he did perhaps have a point. Barclay had portrayed the Poles as a barbarous and primitive people from the frozen North, who shivered on wide open plains with no mountains to protect them from the snell septentrional winds. He primly stated that their cruel and licentious character meant that Poles fell some way short of modern standards of civilisation.6 Opaliński mocked Barclay’s observations, claiming that someone who, though gente Caledonius, had been born in France, should nevertheless have known that his geographical musings bore more relation to Scotland than to Poland, most of which, as Opaliński tartly pointed out, lay considerably to the south of Scotland.7 To Barclay’s contention that Poland lacked commerce, Opaliński retorted that the great cities of Royal Prussia were thriving mercantile centres, attracting the Dutch, who bought all sorts of goods, many of them brought from India, while the English sought only bread. As for the Scots:




This nation, ashamed of its miserable and barren fatherland, flees over the seas and seeks its fortune in Poland […] At one time they sold only needles, knives, brooches and other trifles of that sort; carrying their wares on their backs in chests and boxes; now, (because they do not know Barclay’s lies about the bad state of our roads), they travel in waggons and sell their wares at our village markets. Mercatura autem (as Cicero says) si tenuis est, sordida est.8





Opaliński closes his diatribe by observing that in Poland the Scots were considered to be on a level with the Jews, adding that the Poles regarded the Scots as thieves and the Jews as outcasts; given Barclay’s less than favourable view of the Jews, this gibe would undoubtedly have stung had he been alive to read it.9 To Barclay’s perfectly reasonable observation that Polish houses outside the cities were largely constructed of wood, as Poland was short of stone for building, Opaliński retorted that this meant that the Scots, wandering from village to village, had nowhere to hide from the dogs.10


This bout of educated Billingsgate is undoubtedly entertaining, and suggests that we should not project too rose-tinted an image of Polish–Scottish interaction across the ages. Undoubtedly, as is clear from studies by Waldemar Kowalski, Arthur Williamson, and the paper from David Worthington in this volume, the large number of poor Scottish pedlars in Poland meant that relations between Scots and their Polish hosts were often tense.11 It was by no means only Opaliński who bracketed them with the Jews; numerous ordinances of the Polish Sejm (Diet) and of local authorities singled out Scots alongside Jews as targets for exclusion, extra taxation, or the other unsavoury regulations which are so often applied to impoverished immigrants.12 Not all migrant Scots, however, were forced to hide from the dogs; considerable numbers of them chose to settle in Poland, and the ease with which many of them integrated into Polish burgher and, to a lesser extent, noble society, suggests that relations were not as black as Opaliński paints them.13 It might also be pointed out that in Poland–Lithuania the Jews were treated with a degree of toleration remarkable in early modern Europe and had substantial privileges of their own: both Jews and Scots had their own parliamentary bodies which settled matters internal to the two communities. Few migrant groups elsewhere in early modern Europe were allowed such latitude.


For all his fulminating about Scots, Opaliński was no snorting xenophobe. He was a sophisticated political thinker with a substantial library which showed that he was by no means ignorant of matters Scottish and British. He owned copies of Buchanan’s Rerum Scoticarum Historia, Camden’s Anglica, Normanica, Hibernica, Cambrica a veteribus scripta, and Dodsworth and Dugdale’s Monasticon Anglicanum. Although he does not seem to have owned Icon Animorum or its Polish translation, he did have a copy of Argenis, Barclay’s celebrated roman-à-clef. Perhaps some of his animosity against Barclay derived from the fact that he also owned a copy of William Barclay’s De regno et regali potestate contra monarchomachos. He had certainly read it: his copy is heavily annotated in his own hand.14 Indeed, Opaliński cites the elder Barclay on two occasions: once in his 1641 Rozmowa plebana z ziemianinem and once in Polonia Defensa. Although he broadly approved of William Barclay’s attack on the monarchomachs, he felt that the Scot ‘concerned himself too much with the fate of kings’.15 He strongly rejected, however, John Barclay’s implicit claim that the Poles themselves were monarchomachs. He pointed out that the elective nature of the Polish monarchy meant that their kings were kept firmly in check, congratulating his native land for ensuring that its monarchs were not above the law but were subject to it, and asserting that they nevertheless realised that this fact in no way detracted from their majesty. Thus the Poles did not need to keep their kings in line by force of arms.16 He contrasted this orderly system with the bloody civil wars in contemporary Britain, observing that Barclay’s Scottish compatriots had behaved scandalously towards their own monarch, first treating him ‘wickedly and shamelessly’ after he had flung himself on their mercy, and then selling him to the English after protracted negotiations.17 Even in their politics, apparently, the Scots were merchants.
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