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The Himalaya Mountains, shown here, are very large and tall. They are in India and Nepal, which are countries in Asia. Mt. Everest is part of the Himalayas, and it’s the largest mountain in the world.




Welcome to Asia! Of the world’s seven continents, Asia is the largest. Asia is known for its cities and large areas of wilderness.


Asia is bordered by three oceans: the Arctic, Pacific, and Indian oceans. The continent can be divided into six regions. Each of these regions has its own biomes and its own animals.
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The Siberian (sy-BEER-ee-in) tiger is the largest cat in the world. Despite its name, it does not live in Siberia. Instead, it lives mainly in eastern Russia and northeastern China.


Elk are also called maral (mah-RAAL) in Asia. Males have a loud call that sounds like a bugle, which can be heard very far away. They use this to call out for females.







SIBERIAN TIGER


Length: 12 feet (3.7 meters), including tail


Weight: 700 pounds (318 kilograms)


Habitat: forests of North Asia


Diet: deer, boars, small mammals, and fish







ELK


Height: 7½ feet (2.3 meters), including antlers


Weight: 600 pounds (272 kilograms)


Habitat: mountains, forests, and grasslands of North and East Asia


Diet: grasses
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The Asia elephant has smaller ears than the African elephant.




The Asian elephant is the largest animal in Asia. Elephant trunks are not just for eating. Trunks can also suck up water, then shoot it up into the air so elephants can have a shower. A group of elephants is called a clan.







ASIAN ELEPHANT


Height: 10 feet (3 meters)


Weight: 12,000 pounds (5,443 kilograms)


Habitat: forests and grasslands of South and Southeast Asia


Diet: grasses, leaves, barks, and fruit
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