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  Dizzy premiered at Sheffield Theatres on 25 September 2024. It was commissioned by Theatre Centre and is a co-production between Theatre Centre and Sheffield Theatres. The cast was as follows:
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  During the course of writing this play, I commissioned a graffiti mural in Shepherd’s Bush, West London, in honour of Palestinian poet Heba Abu Nada (24 June 1991–20 October 2023). The artwork is by Captain Kris (@captainkris) in partnership with Creative Debuts.




  The mural includes an excerpt from Heba’s poem, ‘Not Just Passing’ (translated by Huda Fakhreddine), which was first published in English in Arablit Quarterly on 28 November 2023.




  You were first created out of love,


  so carry nothing but love


  to those who are trembling.




  Heba Abu Nada was a Palestinian poet, novelist, and educator. Her novel [image: ] (Oxygen is Not for the Dead) won second place in the Sharjah Award for Arab Creativity in 2017. She was killed in her home in the Gaza Strip by an Israeli airstrike on 20 October 2023. She was thirty-two.




  Huda Fakhreddine is Associate Professor of Arabic literature at the University of Pennsylvania. She is a writer, a translator, and the author of several scholarly books.
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  Characters




  QAMAR, fifteen, Arab




  STAX / SUNNY, thirty-three




  YASEEN / DIZZY, eighteen, Arab




  MR KADINSKY




  SECURITY GUARD




  In the Axis scenes, an (Echo) indicates a voice from the past, present and future.




  Setting




  The action of the play is set across several locations – each encapsulated by its sonic landscape with the sound of trains rattling by, cars along a dual carriageway or the store announcements of a paint shop.




  Note




  Dashes (–) at the beginnings and ends of lines of dialogue are intended to be slight pauses or a shift to a different train of thought.




  This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.




  

    

  




  




  ACT ONE




  Scene One




  Somewhere, someplace. The Axis. QAMAR is in a hypnotic state.




  QAMAR One foot, in front of the other.




  Second to second.




  Minute to minute.




  Hour to hour.




  Inch by inch.




  No sense of rhythm.




  No sense of time.




  Things float by.




  Pass by.




  Sleepwalking into the present.




  Scene Two




  A wall which now functions as a memorial with a small bouquet of flowers. A man in a mask, STAX, looks around, takes out a spray can and starts tagging the wall.




  QAMAR enters. She takes her phone out and starts filming. STAX, is oblivious.
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THIS THING HERE 1S A CLASH OF ¢L4g¢
LOOKING AT THE AFTERMATY
AFTER OUR KID PASSED
LIKE I'M NOT SURE WHERE TO ST4RT

THEY 8AY ARTISTS NEVER REALLY Dig
| WROTE HIS NAME 0 | DIDNT CRy
1 6AY I'M OK BUT THAT'S 4 LIE
| WROTE HIS NAME | HAD TO TRy

DIZZY THIS DIZZY THAT
1 oUCT WANNA SEE DIZZY BACK
I PAINT WHITE FILLS & THE OUTLINES BLAck
1 60T THE CITY UNDER ATFACK
ALL | HEAR 1€ DIZZY THIS DIZZY THAT,

ARTICTS NEVER REALLY DIE
| WROTE HIS MAME S0 | DIDN'T CRY
1949 IM oK THAT S A LIE,

| WROTE WIS MAME | WAD TO TRY.
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Yot WERE FIRST CREATED OUT
oF LOVE, SO CARRY
NOTHING BUT LOVE, TO
THOSE WHO ARE TREMBLING”

~Hiea Asu Napa
TunE 1991- OcroBER 2023






