



[image: Image]









JOHN HULBERT was brought up in St Andrews, and studied medicine at the University of Edinburgh. After working in medical research, he changed direction and worked for over 30 years as a general practitioner. In 1979 he and his wife and three children moved to the Perthshire village of Longforgan, in the Carse of Gowrie.


In 1995, he was elected to Perth & Kinross Council, and served as Provost from 2007 to 2012.


In 2010, Provost Hulbert led Perth’s high-profile 800th anniversary celebrations and then the successful campaign to recover the ancient dignity of City Status, which had been unceremoniously removed when local government was reorganised in 1975.


As Provost, he studied Perth’s history and development, and gained a unique insight into its societies and institutions. He has visited and photographed all of its important buildings. This information has been crystallised into the first comprehensive guide book for modern Perth.


John Hulbert’s guide to Perth is a magnificent combination of historical analysis and contemporary appreciation of our fine City. It is an invaluable book, written with such care and precision by a former Provost, who led the effort to restore Perth to its rightful place as a city of Scotland.
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Foreword


by Mark Webster, Former Chairman of the Gannochy Trust


How over five centuries ago could the game of tennis play a significant part in Perth’s history? Read this book and you will discover how that happened and on the way you will also discover many other facets of the city’s fascinating history as well as a wealth of information about life in Perth today.


John Hulbert’s opinions of the public art around the city will surely encourage many, particularly locals, to look afresh at several items to see if they agree with his views. For potential visitors to Perth this book benefits from many carefully chosen photographs, most of which have been taken by the author. Not only do these well illustrate the text but the passion with which they are presented will surely encourage the reader to view firsthand what he describes.


From the time John Hulbert moved with his family to Perthshire more than thirty years ago he has immersed himself in the life of the area which led him to seek and attain election to Perth & Kinross Council in 1995. His love of Perth and its people combined with his acquired knowledge of the city’s rich history gained specific momentum when he was elected Perth’s Provost in 2007. First of all he led the celebrations to mark the 800th Anniversary of the grant of the city’s Royal Charter and used these celebrations to launch the campaign to regain official recognition of Perth as a city. Previous opportunities to bid for official status had not been taken; there had been complacency: local people had always regarded Perth as a city and there was insufficient appreciation of the benefits of obtaining recognition.


John Hulbert fully understood the importance of regaining city status but importantly also knew the overwhelming historical entitlement of Perth to that status. He took up the challenge with vigour and masterminded the campaign; he used every available opportunity to pursue this aim. His extended term as Provost gave him just enough time to achieve the prize of regaining city status before his time in office ended.


John Hulbert is well qualified to unlock the tennis mystery and to explain why Perth is indeed the Fair City.









Preface


The purpose of this book is to give local citizens and visitors a comprehensive, well-illustrated guide to the City of Perth. It seeks to describe the main features of the city, its buildings, streets and its most important characters, setting them in their historical and cultural context.


The guide is in three parts. Chapters 1–5 give an overview of Perth’s development as Scotland’s capital, and only walled and moated city. The Lade, the city wall, Perth’s bridges and the regular flooding by the river, were all vital elements in that development, as was its hub position in Scotland at the first bridging point on the River Tay, and gateway to the Highlands.


The whisky industry was hugely important to Perth’s development in the 20th century. Although it employs few people now, its legacy still influences the city’s development.
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The public face of Perth: Tay Street from the east bank.





Chapters 6–15 deal with the various areas of Perth. The section starts with Perth’s remaining mediaeval streets close to the site of the original harbour, the source of its wealth and influence. It continues to describe each of the geographical sections of the city separately.


Chapters 16–18 deal with more general matters. These include the importance of the legacy of Sir Walter Scott, the café culture, shopping and the ‘Bloom’ competitions to Perth’s tourist success. Mention is made of Perth’s iconic war memorials, and its achievement in becoming Scotland’s first Cittaslow town and the recovery of City Status. Public art is important in every community to reflect its values and stimulate its creativity. John Gifford in the Perth and Kinross volume in the ‘Buildings of Scotland’ series states: ‘Public sculpture of the late 20th and early 21st centuries has been commissioned in pleasing quantity and quality.’1 The book includes a photographic record of this art.


Finally, in Chapter 19, the visitor is introduced to some of Perth’s important traditions and institutions.


It is impossible, and would be undesirable, to mention all the shops, hotels, cafés, restaurants and churches in a book such as this. Individual buildings are mentioned if they are of particular interest, contribute significantly to the townscape, or if what goes on in the building is of importance to Perth.
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The promontory, jutting out from the Tay Street floodwall, at the foot of the High Street.
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1 Perth and Kinross by John Gifford. ‘The Buildings of Scotland’ series. Yale University Press, 2007. p. 61.









CHAPTER ONE


Introduction


Welcome to Perth, the heart of Scotland.


For the visitor wishing to understand Perth, its history, its buildings, and its place in modern Scotland, the starting place should be ‘the promontory’ on Tay Street, at the foot of the High Street.


From this balcony, built out over the Tay from the flood defence wall, the High Street stretches westwards in a gentle curve, as it has done for 1,000 years, while behind you, there is a fine view of the river and its bridges. It is an excellent vantage point from which to absorb Perth’s origins and development.


Ancient History


People have inhabited the banks of the Tay for several millennia. In 2001 a late Bronze Age log boat, which had lain undisturbed in the silt of the Tay for 3,000 years, resurfaced some five miles downstream from Perth. In an extremely delicate operation, it was recovered and has been conserved. It is the second oldest log boat in Scotland, and one of the best preserved in the UK.




The origin of the name ‘Perth’ is likely to be a Pictish survival into the Gaelic era. It is related to the Old Welsh word ‘Pert’, meaning a wood or copse, which probably existed on the flood free mound in the centre of the town on which St John’s Kirk now stands.





River Tay


The Tay is by far the largest river (by volume of water) in the United Kingdom and is Perth’s raison d’être. Perth was at the first bridging and fording point of the river, and from Perth, Scotland’s early road network fanned out to all points of the compass. Just north of Perth, the line of the Highland Fault is breached by the Tay valley, providing access to the heart of the Highlands and routes to the north-west and the far north. Perth’s situation at the ‘Gateway to the Highlands’ has been an important element in its historical and cultural development. This is captured symbolically in the sculpture of a heart on one of the pillars on the floodwall. A heart is superimposed on a background which represents the texture of the geography of Scotland. The ‘Highland Line’ divides the background. To the left (upstream) that texture is rough, signifying the Highlands, while downstream it is smooth.
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Smeatons Bridge from above.
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The Carpow Log Boat.


© David Strachan, Perth & Kinross Heritage Trust.
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Tay Street Pillar. Perth, the heart of Scotland.
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Elcho Castle on the River Tay, by James Hill Cranstoun, 1870.


Courtesy of Malcolm Innes.





Perth’s harbour, now downstream from the railway bridge, was, and still is, accessible for sea-going ships. At a time when roads were primitive and dangerous, and nearly all trade was carried by ships, the advantages of a port 30 miles inland were huge. The harbour became one of the busiest, and Perth one of the wealthiest towns in Scotland, with many sea-going ships built in, and crewed from Perth. Now, in the 21st century, Perth is still at the centre of Scotland’s transport network – trunk roads and railways, rather than drove roads, river and sea.
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Full rigged ship on the headstone of Captain Paddy Readd in Greyfriars graveyard.







Whenever the Duke of Atholl wished to travel from his home at Blair Castle, north of Pitlochry, to Edinburgh, he and his retinue (for he would not be travelling alone), first rode the 35 miles to Perth on horseback. Then, after waiting sometimes for several days for favourable winds and tides, he took a ship down the river to Dundee, and then round the coast of Fife to Leith, and finally a carriage to Edinburgh. The journey could easily take two weeks or more.





Perth’s Place in Scottish History


In 843 AD, Kenneth MacAlpin united the two main competing kingdoms of mainland Scotland to establish the first nation state in Europe and become the first King of Scots (see Chapter 13). For the next 600 years, Perth was de facto the capital of Scotland. It was where coronations took place, where the King lived and international treaties were negotiated and signed, and where Scotland’s Parliaments and Church Councils were convened.


In about 1127 Perth was one of the first five burghs or towns in Scotland to be created Royal Burghs (the ancient Scottish equivalent of City Status) by King David I. The others were Edinburgh, Stirling, Berwick-upon-Tweed, (now in England), and Roxburgh, which has now almost completely vanished from the map. All of these Royal Charters are now lost. In 1210 King William I, ‘The Lion’, granted Perth a second Royal Charter, in gratitude to its citizens for saving his life in the terrible flood of 1209. This Charter is on view in the Perth Museum and Art Gallery.
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Royal Charter Granted by William the Lion in 1210 to Perth.


© Perth & Kinross Council.





Perth’s pre-eminence lasted for 600 years, until in 1437 King James I was murdered in Blackfriars Monastery in Perth. Thereafter the Royal Court decamped to Edinburgh, which then became Scotland’s capital city. Nevertheless, Perth was still the official ‘Second City of Scotland’, a status it retained until it was arbitrarily demoted to a ‘town’ in 1975. In 2012 there was much rejoicing across all of Scotland when official City Status for Perth was regained in the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Honours competition. The Letters Patent, signed by the Queen, with the Royal Seal appended, can also be seen in the Museum and Art Gallery.


During the 17th and 18th centuries, Perth’s port – the source of its wealth – declined in significance as ships became larger, and therefore less able to negotiate the sandbanks of the Tay. Nevertheless, as a frequent host for the Royal Court and the Scottish Parliament, Perth was still a very important Royal Burgh. With four wealthy monastic establishments in the town, it was also a major religious centre, but one that suffered badly during the Scottish Reformation. This was ignited in Perth in 1559 by the fiery sermon preached by John Knox from the pulpit of St John’s Kirk.
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Letters Patent and Royal Seal granted by HM The Queen, conferring City Status on Perth in 2012.


© Perth & Kinross Council.





The loss of Royal patronage following the Union of the Crowns in 1603, crop failures, the disaster of the Darien Scheme, the Union of the Parliaments in 1707 and the bloody aftermath of the 1745 Uprising all plunged Scotland into recession. However, Perth weathered the economic storms better than many places and before the end of the 18th century, it was ready for a period of rapid expansion, fuelled from 1845 onwards by the coming of the railway. As well as having a strong agricultural base, Perth developed a number of prosperous industries, notably the manufacture of glass, ink, rope and linen, as well as dry cleaning and dying, printing, brewing, insurance and the blending and bottling of whisky.
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Marshall Place, Georgian terrace overlooking the South Inch.


MAP 1 · N3







[image: Image]


Tay Street Pillar.


The Mayor of Cognac, with his wife, the Provost and Lady Provost of Perth, and Gillian Forbes, the sculptor, at the unveiling of the Cognac plaque in 2010.


© Angus Findlay Photography.
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Tay Street Pillar.


Coat of arms of the city of Aschaffenburg in Bavaria, which was twinned with the City of Perth in 1956.
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Tay Street Pillar.


The Coat of Arms of the City of Pskov in north-west Russia, twinned with Perth in 1991.
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Tay Street Pillar.


Coat of arms of the City of Bydgoszcz, central Poland, twinned with Perth in 1998.





Perth grew rapidly at this time, with elegant Georgian streets in the style of the New Town in Edinburgh, and the development of some notable civic buildings. Although the importance of the railways declined after the Second World War, the design of the trunk road network confirmed Perth’s hub position in Scotland.


Continuing European and International Links


Perth’s geography and history have combined to mould its culture. In the Middle Ages, its citizens comprised Gaels from the north and Scotsspeaking Lowlanders, enriched by a cosmopolitan mix of traders and entrepreneurs from all over northern Europe. These European links continue and are reflected in Perth’s current twinning relationships with cities in Germany, France, north-west Russia and Poland. They are complemented by newer links with Canada, Australia and China.
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The Black Watch window in the North Aisle of St John’s Kirk.
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The Black Watch march past the saluting dais in July 2010 on Perth’s 800th anniversary.


© Perthshire Picture Agency.





Cosmopolitan Royal Burgh with Military Connections


In the past Perth has been an important military town, with particular connections to the Black Watch regiment, which was first raised in 1739 in Aberfeldy. The Black Watch Museum, very recently extended and refurbished, is housed in Balhousie Castle, adjacent to the North Inch. The connection between the city and the regiment is celebrated in a stained glass window in St John’s Kirk. This is dedicated to the Sixth Battalion of the Black Watch, which served with such distinction in France in the First World War that the French President awarded the Battalion the Croix de Guerre. It is a two light window with two Black Watch soldiers, one in ceremonial uniform and the other in battle dress. Behind the first is St Michael with a spear slaying the serpent of evil, and behind the other is St Andrew, the Patron Saint of Scotland. The Regimental badge and the French Croix de Guerre feature in the lower part of the window.
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Detail from the Black Watch window. The regimental badge is on the left, with the French Croix de Guerre opposite.
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Prince Charles visits the Cairn O’Mhor fruit wine stall at the Perthshire Farmers’ market.


© Angus Findlay Photography.





Links with the Royal Family are also very important. The late Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother, the Duke of York (later George VI) and most recently Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, have all been granted the Freedom of Perth. Prince Charles, as Colonel in Chief of the Black Watch, and the Princess Royal, patron of the Royal Scottish Geographical Society, are frequent visitors.


Cultural and Sporting Centre


Perth’s hub position probably underlies its success as a cultural and sporting centre. The climax of the very crowded cultural calendar is the Perth Festival of the Arts, a ten-day extravaganza of music, theatre and art. It brings large numbers of visitors to Perth at the end of May. Perth’s new Concert Hall (opened in 2005) and the late Victorian Perth Theatre (temporarily closed for extensive refurbishment) provide the venues for most of the main events in the Festival. However, Perth also has two magnificent church buildings (the High Kirk of St John, and St Ninian’s Cathedral), and many smaller halls, which ensure that there are locations to suit all kinds of performances.
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Perth Theatre entrance.
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Perth is well endowed with museums. The collection in Perth Museum and Art Gallery was the first in any Local Authority to be designated ‘A Recognised Collection of National Significance’. In addition, Perth has three unique institutions: the Fergusson Art Gallery, dedicated to the Scottish Colourist, JD Fergusson and his lifelong partner Margaret Morris; the Balhousie Castle Museum, which displays 250 years’ worth of Black Watch history, records and memorabilia; and the extensive archive of maps, documents and artefacts now housed at the newly established headquarters of the Royal Scottish Geographical Society in the Fair Maid’s House and the adjoining Lord John Murray’s House.
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Perth Museum and Art Gallery, and the Old Post Office.
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Perth Concert Hall at night.


© Jeff Condliffe.
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The Fergusson Gallery.
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Balhousie Castle from the North Inch.
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The Fair Maid’s House and Lord John Murray’s House with the arched windows behind.
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A broad variety of sporting events attracting international entries take place in Perth every year. Curling is perhaps the most important, but volleyball, bowling (indoor and outdoor), badminton, golf, cycling, orienteering and canoeing all bring competitors and spectators to the area.


Perth is a small but ambitious and prosperous city, with low unemployment and a significant proportion of self-employment. Its main industry is tourism, but it is home to the head quarters of several large international companies, including Scottish & Southern Energy, Stagecoach, and Highland Spring. Perth is an important Scottish centre for health and education, with two major hospitals (linked to the Dundee University Medical School), the largest campus of the University of the Highlands and Islands, and the headquarters of the Royal Scottish Geographical Society.




[image: Image]


The Tay Descent in 2011. Canoes race down the last few yards to the finishing line at the Queen’s Bridge.


© Angus Findlay Photography.





Perth is the administrative, retail and commercial centre for a wide area, comprising a large dispersed rural population, many villages large and small, and half a dozen towns. Most notable of these are Pitlochry and Aberfeldy in Highland Perthshire; Crieff, at the head of Strathearn; Auchterarder, on the outskirts of which is Scotland’s most famous hotel, Gleneagles; Kinross, on the shores of Loch Leven, the ancient capital of Kinross-shire; and Blairgowrie in East Perthshire, the centre of the soft fruit industry.




The Tay Descent, a canoe race from Dunkeld down the river to Perth, regularly brings over 400 participants from all over the UK and beyond to the Tay during the fourth weekend of October.


The slogan used in Perth to attract visitors to the many events in the city is ‘Ninety minutes’ travelling time from 90 per cent of the population of Scotland’.





Overview of Perth City


Standing on the promontory on Tay Street and turning one’s back on the river, the City of Perth lies before you, its mediaeval street pattern still recognisable in the 21st century. However, in the immediate prospect, the buildings fronting Tay Street are late 19th century, and the floodwall, incorporating the promontory, was completed in 2001, to protect Perth from the devastating inundations, which are a major feature of its history.
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Perth from the Air. The mediaeval street pattern is still recognisable.


© Perth & Kinross Heritage Trust.





Perth’s city centre is remarkably compact, and still mostly contained within the line of the old city walls. In the middle, on a slightly raised mound which, it is said, has never been flooded, is the High Kirk of St John the Baptist. This building, the oldest and most important in Perth, was already a significant building by the 11th century, and has been altered or modified in every century since.
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Fleshers Vennel runs between South Street and St John’s Place.





Ancient Street Names


Among Perth’s old street names are Cow Vennel, Fleshers Vennel, Cut Log Vennel, Skinnergate, Meal Vennel, Horners Lane, and Ropemakers Close. Baxters Vennel (baxter is the old Scots word for baker) where the headquarters of the Baxter Incorporation was located, was one of the ‘Kirk Vennels’ linking the Watergate to the Kirk precinct.


Oliphants Vennel, adjacent to Baxters Vennel is so called because the prestigious home of the Oliphant family, who were prominent Jacobites, stood nearby. A notable member of the Oliphant family was Lady Carolina Oliphant, later Lady Nairn, the author of many Jacobite and other Scots songs, such as ‘Will ye no come back again’, and ‘The Laird of Cockpen’.





From the Kirk and the square in front of it, the streets of Perth spread out in a tight grid pattern. The main thoroughfares, High Street and South Street, lead from the river westwards to the city wall. Among street names in Scottish towns and cities, the word ‘port’ refers to a gate, usually in the city wall, whereas the word ‘gait’, sometimes spelled ‘gate’, means a road or thoroughfare. The main streets are still interconnected by a network of narrow lanes, the names of which are all mediaeval in origin, and many give an indication of the trades carried out in that part of the old city. Such a lane, if it is open to the sky, and connects streets at either end, is called a ‘vennel’. If, however, it pierces a building and leads to a courtyard beyond, it is called a ‘close’ if it is narrow, but a ‘pend’ if it is wide enough to take a vehicle.




The word ‘Inch’ is an Anglicisation of the Gaelic word ‘innis’, meaning an island, or a meadow. In modern Scotland it is usually a low lying area, often marshy, and within the flood plain of a river. Perth’s Inches have, of course, been drained, and the North Inch, with its cricket and football pitches and other recreational facilities, is now protected by the flood defences. The South Inch, however, is still designated as a flood plain, designed to be used in an emergency to relieve the pressure of floodwater on the adjacent streets.





Perth’s important buildings and its specialist shops are almost all readily accessible on foot from the promontory, as well as from the railway station, bus terminal and the major car parks in the city.


Perth is well endowed with parkland. To the north and south, close to the city centre and adjacent to the river, lie the Inches – large parks given to the people of Perth by King Robert III in 1377. A condition of the gift was that he should be buried in St John’s Kirk. It was said at the time that he ‘exchanged two Inches for six feet’. Ultimately, however, it was a futile condition, for he was buried in Paisley Abbey.


Moncreiffe Island in the centre of the river is a large and important area of green space in the centre of Perth, which can be reached by a walkway on the railway bridge from both banks of the Tay. Although prone to flooding, it has an important golf course, numerous allotments and a wild area much used by walkers.
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The Island Golf Course on Moncreiffe Island. The South Inch lies opposite the tip of the island.





Across the river, on the east bank, are Norie-Miller Park, Rodney Gardens and Bellwood Park, which together form a strip of parkland embellished by many items of modern public art. Beyond that, a network of way-marked paths leads to Kinnoull Hill with its forbidding cliffs and picturesque folly. To the west, another series of paths leads past Perth’s quarry and the Craigie Golf Course to Mailer Hill. From each of these vantage points, panoramic views of the city and its surroundings reveal how the glaciers of the last ice age gouged a channel through the hills to the south of Perth, enabling the Tay to reach its estuary, and eventually the North Sea.


The mediaeval constraints of the city walls survived almost unchanged until the 18th century, when the line was breached to the west and north. However, it was not until the 19th century, with the coming of the railway, that major expansion took place.
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The Folly on Kinnoull Hill in autumn.
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The open prospect of the Inches is jealously guarded by the people of Perth. In the mid-1840s, when the railways came to Perth, it was proposed to build the station on the South Inch, and this found favour with the city fathers. However, there was such a public outcry that the site was moved to its present location, at the south-west corner of the city centre.












CHAPTER TWO


The Lade, City Wall and Castle: Perth’s Mediaeval Defences


Modern Perth’s mediaeval origins are best understood by studying David Simon’s imaginative painting of an ‘aerial view’ of Perth on 12 May 1559. Why the very particular date? Because the image purports to show Perth on the morning after John Knox preached his sermon in St John’s Kirk on the 11th of May of that year, and lit the fuse of the Reformation in Scotland. The streets are filled with the ‘rascally mob’ (as described by John Knox himself) and various religious establishments are shown to be burning. Much detailed research was devoted to ensure the historical and architectural integrity of the buildings shown, their location on the map, and to the overall layout of Perth.
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‘Aerial View’ of Perth on the morning of 12 May 1559.


© Perth & Kinross Heritage Trust.





The painting shows a town surrounded by water and a defensive wall. The Lade is a unique feature, hugely important defensively in times of war or siege, vital for the commercial health of the town for nearly a thousand years, and now increasingly valued as a wildlife corridor and tourist asset.
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Legend for David Simon’s Map


1. Franciscan (Greyfriars) Friary


2. Monk’s Tower


3. Lade and City wall


4. South Street


5. Carthusian Friary


6. St John’s Kirk


7. High Street


8. Market Cross


9. Tolbooth


10. Skinnergate


11. City Mills


12. Dominican Friary


13. St Lawrence Chapel


14. Watergate


15. Speygate


16. Greyfriars Harbour


17. Kirkgate


18. Meal Vennel


19. Spey tower


20. Red Brig Port


21. Turret Port


The Town Lade


The Lade arises at Low’s Work, a mediaeval weir on the River Almond near Huntingtower Hotel, about four and a half miles north-west of Perth. Low’s Work is a B-listed construction, 80 yards long and built in the 11th century with unmortared stone. Severe floods in recent years breached the weir, but Perth & Kinross Council has now repaired it, refurbished the sluice gate, and installed a fish pass.
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The source of the Lade at the weir at Low’s Work.
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The Lade is a substantial watercourse, arising from a large river, and supplemented by small streams and field drains throughout its length. It flows east through the village of Ruthvenfield, passes under the A9 just north of the A85 interchange, through the outskirts of Perth, crosses under the railway, and eventually under Perth’s inner ring road, near St Ninian’s Cathedral. As it nears the City Mills the channel is around 25 feet wide and the water two feet deep and fast flowing. From mediaeval times right up to the early 20th century, the Lade supplied water to mills, bleachfields and other industries along its length.
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The Lade, overlooked by modern housing as it approaches the City Mills.
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After it leaves the Lower City Mills, the Lade plunges out of sight beneath Methven Street and divides into two. The northern arm passes along the northern boundary of the mediaeval town, and is now channelled in a culvert under Mill Street. It can still be seen deep below the Red Brig among a series of floodgates and a parapet of red sandstone. It then runs beside what may be the only surviving part of the old city wall, at Albert Close, before diving under George Street to reach the Tay.


The route of the southern arm was along the western boundary of the town, where it still runs in a culvert under Methven Street. It opened into Perth’s canal – an artificial arm of the River Tay, which formed the southern boundary of the city, and is now Canal Street. Up until the 19th century the canal dock, or Greyfriars Quay, was an important part of Perth Harbour, with boat-building yards and other marine industries along its bank.


In mediaeval times, the Lade around the city was deep and wide, filling to the brim at high tide and flowing rapidly when the tide ebbed. It was in effect a moat so that, with the River Tay, Perth was completely surrounded by water.
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The Lade near the Crieff Road.





The Lade as a Modern Tourist Attraction


There is a footpath along the side of the Lade. This is best reached from St Catherine’s retail car park just past the Police Station on the Dunkeld Road. The route is flat, (apart from a steep climb up and down over a railway foot bridge), and more like a canal towpath than a river walk. It passes round some modern housing schemes and an industrial area that is being redeveloped, but much of it is lightly wooded, and there is an abundance of wildlife, including kingfishers. Eventually the Lade disappears into a culvert under the A9. Perth & Kinross Council is developing the route as a wild life corridor.


The source of the Lade is best found by cycling or walking the six miles of the Round Perth Cycle Track, beginning at the dry arch under the Perth Bridge (see map, Chapter 13). This easy, flat route skirts the North Inch, following the bank of the Tay to the confluence with the River Almond. It provides excellent views of the river – in places smooth and deep, elsewhere fast flowing and dangerous. In the middle distance is Scone Palace, and to the north are the Grampian Mountains.


The path then follows the River Almond to the Low’s Work Weir near the village of Almondbank. The scenery along the Almond is quite different, with steep wooded banks and much evidence of erosion. Both rivers are, of course, important salmon rivers, and so at the right season there will often be fishermen wading in the river or fishing from boats.


From the weir the Lade passes through the garden of Huntingtower Hotel, where it is possible to have lunch or a drink in the bar, It then winds on through the picturesque Ruthvenfield village, until the culvert under the A9 blocks further progress. Cyclists may return to Perth along the Crieff Road, while for walkers there is public transport back to Perth from the village of Almondbank.
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The River Almond, fast flowing between steep, wooded banks.
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The Lade passes through the garden of Huntingtower Hotel.
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The City Wall


The City Wall was built on the inner bank of the Lade, and by the early 14th century had substantial fortifications. John Barbour stated that Perth’s walls ‘were all of stone with thick walled high-standing towers’1 to defend it against assault.




Perth Recaptured by Robert the Bruce


Following the murder of the Red Comyn in Dumfries, Robert the Bruce was crowned King of Scots at Scone on Palm Sunday in March 1306 (see Chapter 11). On 19 June, however, his army was routed by the English at the battle of Methven, about seven miles west of Perth, and he became a fugitive. Perth was in English hands and they strengthened its defences and established a formidable garrison. With its moat and wall, and the ability to bring in supplies by sea and river, Perth was almost impregnable.


Over the next few years, however, Bruce’s fortunes gradually improved, as he brought more and more of Scotland under his banner. Perth, however, guarding the routes to the north and north-east remained in enemy hands. In late 1311 Bruce mounted a siege of the town for two months, but with no success. Secure in their defences, and with no shortage of supplies, the English soldiers jeered at Bruce from the parapets of the city walls.


Bruce’s response, having surveyed the walls and the Lade, and discovered the places where the defences were most vulnerable, was to march his army away. Two weeks later he returned on a dark night, with a select band of followers. They waded through the Lade, up to their necks in freezing water, carrying spears and ladders. They climbed the walls, surprised the guards and took the town. Soon afterwards the castles of Roxburgh, Dumfries and Edinburgh fell to the Scottish forces. This important event in Perth’s history is illustrated in the great east window of Perth’s Old City Chambers.




[image: Image]


The Great East Window of the Council Chambers. The legend in the north and south panels reads: ‘King Robert the Bruce achieved the Freedom of Perth… By scaling the walls and defeating the English garrison in 1311’. Beneath the central window is the name of the donor, ‘John Pullar, Lord Provost of Perth, 1867–1873’.








After Bannockburn in 1314, there was a period of reasonable stability until Bruce’s death in 1329. He was succeeded by his five-year-old son, David II, who was already married to the daughter of Edward II of England. At the age of seven, in 1331, he was crowned at Scone. Meanwhile Edward Balliol, son of John Balliol, Robert Bruce’s predecessor and rival, whom Edward I of England had defeated in 1296, allied himself with England and tried to secure Scotland’s throne. With English help he invaded Scotland and defeated the Scottish army at Dupplin Moor just south of Perth. Perth fell without resistance, and Edward Balliol was crowned at Scone in September 1332. Scotland now had two crowned kings.


During this occupation, the English rebuilt Perth’s city wall, including a tower where the southern stretch of the wall reached the Tay. This was called ‘The Monk’s Tower’, probably because of its proximity to the Franciscan Friary. Any traces of this building were lost when Tay Street was built, but its site is marked by one of the pillars in the Tay Street floodwall. The inscription on the pillar is: ‘Site of the Monk’s Tower at the south-east corner of the city wall. Built about 1336 when Edward III of England refortified the town.’


This tower is also associated with General Monk. Cromwell invaded Scotland in 1651; following his victory at Inverkeithing, he marched on Perth. It is recorded that a reasonably amicable settlement was reached and the gates of the town were opened by Lord Provost Andrew Grant. General Monk was left in charge, and built the huge Citadel on the South Inch (see Chapter 13), and strengthened the city walls, including Monk’s Tower.


The Castle


Perth’s castle was a relatively short-lived structure. It was an important feature of Perth’s defences in the early 1100s, and is mentioned in a charter of King Malcolm IV, when it was used as a fortified base and served as the centre of the royal administration. It was built just outside the city wall, probably on a raised mound near to where the Perth Museum now stands. It stood guard over the mediaeval bridge and routes to the north and north-east. There is a representation of the castle on a bronze plaque on the ‘dry’ side of the floodwall at the North Inch Memorial Garden. It shows a wooden keep on a large mound. Below it, within a defensive palisade are houses, and on the left the mediaeval bridge.


The castle was certainly occupied by King William the Lion on a stormy day in 1209, when Perth suffered one of its most severe floods. The castle and the mediaeval bridge were swept away, and the King’s life saved only by the actions of some brave Perth citizens. The castle was never rebuilt, but the King expressed his gratitude to the people of Perth the following year by renewing Perth’s Royal Charter, which had first been granted by King David I in around 1127 (see Chapter 1).
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Tay Street Pillar on the site of the Monk’s Tower at the south-east corner of the city wall.
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Bronze plaque, adjacent to the North Inch floodgate showing Perth Castle and the mediaeval bridge.
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Artist’s impression of the appearance of the castle, city wall and the mediaeval bridge.


© Perth Museum & Art Gallery, Perth & Kinross Council.





1 The Bruce by John Barbour. Translated by AAM Duncan, Canongate Classics, 1997, pp. 334–5.




OEBPS/images/imgMap1.jpg
Kinnoull |,
?’

5
/%.

— 6

& \

Bridgend &
f

A\
e

é

o Nt R
AR A S

LY
R

AAE

(=

5| Map I: Perth City Centre

©
./% :






OEBPS/images/imgMap2.jpg
Map 2: Perth and its Surrounding Area
S !

Kimnoull ||
! = K B
S
BN T
E: L |
—————l

mies0
e T
g s






OEBPS/images/img029.jpg





OEBPS/images/img026.jpg





OEBPS/images/img028.jpg





OEBPS/images/img021-2.jpg
PER SIGN:






OEBPS/images/img021-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/img023-2.jpg





OEBPS/images/img023-1.jpg
S

o
=2 s )=
=220
>
=

A BN

)

Y,

£
Ay

i e
!";:?‘.;k}:{qf%f)i
AR D

L s
Yo 1Y, SE

2
V“

-4
| e

A,
LS
A

Y W

e M e Y PR
.i b 2 B h*q
SIS L






OEBPS/images/img025-2.jpg





OEBPS/images/img025-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/img025-4.jpg





OEBPS/images/img027-2.jpg





OEBPS/images/img025-3.jpg





OEBPS/images/img027-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/img025-5.jpg





OEBPS/images/img031-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/img033-2.jpg
L 2 s S
P G

¥
Z
P4






OEBPS/images/img035-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/img031-2.jpg





OEBPS/images/img034.jpg
LR (AN S
1970 O 1)

2%/ W

f.h

LT
:

sET
llm_? :A;:fﬁﬁll

'. Avp .Z






OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
LUATH GUIDES

A comprehensive guide torv locals and visitors ' Jpwu’;'rateaw

JOHN HULBERT D





OEBPS/images/img033-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/img030.jpg





OEBPS/images/img035-2.jpg





OEBPS/images/img035-3.jpg





OEBPS/images/img020-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/img022-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/img020-2.jpg





OEBPS/images/img022-3.jpg
_—
- c\\AFFE
\\sb\ \AFEEN B¢ Re

/INNED WITH
CITY OF PERTH - 1956





OEBPS/images/img024-1.jpg
> SV .2
' | ‘ \\)U‘«‘-.,,, SsEsz /?'
‘ \a;B "/q‘,d///‘\
L\ B e (] OTAN AT U . /1N T
W R T v 5
;,uau',gﬂ B/ \ Q!,' —
) E ¥
»

% | &
"l a 2






OEBPS/images/img022-2.jpg





OEBPS/images/img022-5.jpg
e ey
\\\\(\)(1()32(\2

TWINNED WITEHL
CITY OF PERTEL - 1998





OEBPS/images/img024-3.jpg





OEBPS/images/img022-4.jpg
PSKOV

PWINNED WITH
i CITY OF PERTEL 1991





OEBPS/images/img024-2.jpg





OEBPS/images/img018.jpg





OEBPS/images/img017.jpg
i
A






OEBPS/images/img032-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/img032-2.jpg





OEBPS/images/img019-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/img019-3.jpg





OEBPS/images/img019-2.jpg





OEBPS/images/title.jpg
PERTH

A comprehensive guide
for locals and visitors

John Hulbert

Luath Press Limited
EDINBURGH
www.luath.co.uk





