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In "Untimely Papers," Randolph Silliman Bourne presents a provocative collection of essays that interrogate contemporary American society through the lens of early 20th-century progressivism. Bourne's literary style is characterized by its incisive clarity and fiery polemics, as he deftly navigates topics ranging from war to culture, education, and identity. The essays, imbued with the spirit of modernist thought, reflect Bourne's critique of the social norms of his time, advocating for a more inclusive and nuanced understanding of citizenship, particularly as it pertains to the American experience amidst the global turmoil of World War I. A prominent figure in the intellectual landscape of the early 1900s, Bourne was shaped by the milieu of the New York intellectual circles, where he interacted with revolutionary thinkers and artists. His experiences as a disabled individual and his outsider status informed his perspectives, enabling him to challenge dominant narratives with a unique voice that sought to redefine the American identity. Bourne's progressive stance and commitment to cultural pluralism resonate throughout his writings, making him a notable and relevant figure in American literary history. For readers engaged with the complexities of identity and society, "Untimely Papers" is an essential read that not only captures the zeitgeist of an earlier era but also provides insights that remain pertinent today. Bourne's bold examination of the human condition and societal structures inspires critical reflection and urges readers to navigate the challenges of modernity with a thoughtful lens.
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In "Revolution, and Other Essays," Jack London delves into the tumultuous political and social landscape of the early 20th century, employing a fervent literary style that is both impassioned and incisive. This collection of essays reflects London's engagement with socialist ideals, examining the conditions of the working class and critiquing capitalist structures. Each piece is informed by a strong sense of urgency, characterized by London's trademark vigor and a compelling narrative voice that seeks to provoke thought and inspire action. The essays traverse a landscape of revolutionary fervor, exploring themes of social justice, equality, and the inherent struggles of humanity against oppressive systems. Jack London, a vital figure in American literature, was deeply influenced by his own experiences of hardship and adventure. Born into poverty and witnessing the stark inequalities of industrial society, London's life was a tapestry of toil, exploration, and activism. Having traveled extensively and immersed himself in the socialist movements of his time, London'Äôs essays reflect his commitment to change and the belief in a better world, shaped by both his ideals and personal experiences. Readers who are drawn to social critique and passionate prose will find "Revolution, and Other Essays" a compelling exploration of London's revolutionary ideas. Through this collection, London not only presents a mirror to society but also challenges readers to confront the inequalities of their own times. It is an essential read for anyone interested in the interplay between literature and social justice, making it a timeless contribution to the discourse on reform and revolution.
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In "A Yankee from the West," Opie Percival Read masterfully weaves a narrative that captures the essence of American identity in the post-Civil War era. Through the eyes of a quintessential Yankee protagonist navigating the complexities of Southern culture, Read employs vivid, regional dialects and poignant humor that illuminate the stark contrasts between Northern and Southern sensibilities. The novel is not just a tale of cultural clash; it serves as a sociological reflection on the repercussions of war, personal narratives, and the quest for reconciliation, all penned in a style that resonates with the literary traditions of realism and local color of the time. Opie Percival Read, an influential figure in American literature, was born in 1852 and raised in Illinois, an upbringing that infused his works with Midwestern sensibilities. His experiences as a journalist and public lecturer contributed to an acute awareness of societal dynamics, especially the tensions stemming from American sectionalism. This background informs much of his narrative style, characterized by an authentic representation of American vernacular and character-driven storytelling that engages the reader's emotions and intellect alike. Readers seeking an insightful exploration of America's cultural landscape during a pivotal historical moment will find "A Yankee from the West" an enriching read. Read's wit and keen observational skills invite audiences to reflect on themes of unity and identity, making this novel both a compelling story and a valuable commentary on the American experience.
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In "Learning and Other Essays," John Jay Chapman presents a collection of profound reflections on the nature of knowledge, education, and the human experience. Written in a meticulous and elegant prose style, the essays weave together philosophical inquiry and personal narrative, inviting readers to ponder the complexities of learning beyond mere acquisition of facts. Set against the backdrop of early 20th-century American intellectual thought, Chapman skillfully engages with contemporary themes such as individualism, the role of the educator, and the moral imperative of fostering curiosity in society, making the work resonate with timeless relevance. John Jay Chapman (1862-1933), an influential American educator, writer, and philosopher, was well-versed in the intricacies of human thought and the educational systems of his time. His experiences in academia and his encounters with leading thinkers of his era, alongside his own commitment to progressive educational values, shaped his perspective on learning as an essential part of personal and societal development. The essays reflect Chapman'Äôs belief that true education extends far beyond the classroom, embracing a holistic understanding of human capacity for growth and enlightenment. I wholeheartedly recommend "Learning and Other Essays" to anyone intrigued by the intersections of education, philosophy, and personal growth. Chapman's insightful analysis offers a transformative lens through which to view the world of learning, making it a valuable read for educators, students, and lifelong learners alike. This collection not only enriches the mind but also inspires a deeper appreciation for the artistic and ethical dimensions of knowledge.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


English Traits



Emerson, Ralph Waldo

4064066099374

261

Buy now and read (Advertising)

In "English Traits," Ralph Waldo Emerson offers a deeply personal exploration of English culture and character, reflecting his broader philosophical inquiries into individuality and society. Written in a distinctive essay style, the book blends keen observation with poetic prose, embodying the transcendentalist ideals Emerson is celebrated for. He draws from his extensive travels in England, crafting a vivid tapestry of social customs, literary heritage, and moral values. With a focus on the traits of the English people, Emerson examines their approach to life, emphasizing a tension between tradition and modernity while juxtaposing English idiosyncrasies against American ideals, thereby inviting readers to ponder their own cultural identities. Ralph Waldo Emerson, a leading figure of the Transcendentalist movement, was deeply influenced by his philosophical pursuits and personal experiences, which undoubtedly shaped the themes in "English Traits." His longstanding interest in the relationship between nature, society, and self-discovery emerges profoundly in his study of English traits, reflecting his belief in the interconnectedness of all lives. Emerson's previous explorations of individuality and culture serve as a backdrop for this nuanced examination, showcasing his dedication to fostering a broader understanding of humanity. I highly recommend "English Traits" to scholars and casual readers alike who seek to understand the complexities of cultural identity through Emerson'Äôs insightful lens. This work not only enriches the reader's appreciation for English society but also serves as a pressing commentary on universal human traits, encouraging reflection on our ties to heritage and the evolving self.
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"Can surly Virtue hope to find a friend?"—DR. JOHNSON.





Sir Leslie Stephen has recorded his conviction that a sense of humour, being irreconcilable with some of the cardinal virtues, is lacking in most good men. Father Faber asserted, on the contrary, that a sense of humour is a great help in the religious life, and emphasized this somewhat unusual point of view with the decisive statement: "Perhaps nature does not contribute a greater help to grace than this."

Here are conflicting verdicts to be well considered. Sir Leslie Stephen knew more about humour than did Father Faber; Father Faber knew more about "grace" than did Sir Leslie Stephen; and both disputants were widely acquainted with their fellow men. Sir Leslie Stephen had a pretty wit of his own, but it may have lacked the qualities which make for holiness. There was in it the element of denial. He seldom entered the shrine where we worship our ideals in secret. He stood outside, remarks Mr. Birrell cheerily, "with a pail of cold water." Father Faber also possessed a vein of irony which was the outcome of a priestly experience with the cherished foibles of the world. He entered unbidden into the shrine where we worship our illusions in secret, and chilled us with unwelcome truths. I know of no harder experience than this. It takes time and trouble to persuade ourselves that the things we want to do are the things we ought to do. We balance our spiritual accounts with care. We insert glib phrases about duty into all our reckonings. There is nothing, or next to nothing, which cannot, if adroitly catalogued, be considered a duty; and it is this delicate mental adjustment which is disturbed by Father Faber's ridicule. "Self-deceit," he caustically observes, "seems to thrive on prayer, and to grow fat on contemplation."

If a sense of humour forces us to be candid with ourselves, then it can be reconciled, not only with the cardinal virtues—which are but a chilly quartette—but with the flaming charities which have consumed the souls of saints. The true humourist, objects Sir Leslie Stephen, sees the world as a tragi-comedy, a Vanity Fair, in which enthusiasm is out of place. But if the true humourist also sees himself presiding, in the sacred name of duty, over a booth in Vanity Fair, he may yet reach perfection. What Father Faber opposed so strenuously were, not the vanities of the profane, of the openly and cheerfully unregenerate; but the vanities of a devout and fashionable congregation, making especial terms—by virtue of its exalted station—with Providence. These were the people whom he regarded all his priestly life with whimsical dismay. "Their voluntary social arrangements," he wrote in "Spiritual Conferences," "are the tyranny of circumstance, claiming our tenderest pity, and to be managed like the work of a Xavier, or a Vincent of Paul, which hardly left the saints time to pray. Their sheer worldliness is to be considered as an interior trial, with all manner of cloudy grand things to be said about it. They must avoid uneasiness, for such great graces as theirs can grow only in calmness and tranquillity."

This is irony rather than humour, but it implies a capacity to see the tragi-comedy of the world, without necessarily losing the power of enthusiasm. It also explains why Father Faber regarded an honest sense of the ridiculous as a help to goodness. The man or woman who is impervious to the absurd cannot well be stripped of self-delusion. For him, for her, there is no shaft which wounds. The admirable advice of Thomas à Kempis to keep away from people whom we desire to please, and the quiet perfection of his warning to the censorious, "In judging others, a man toileth in vain; for the most part he is mistaken, and he easily sinneth; but in judging and scrutinizing himself, he always laboureth with profit," can make their just appeal only to the humorous sense. So, too, the counsel of Saint Francis de Sales to the nuns who wanted to go barefooted, "Keep your shoes and change your brains"; the cautious query of Pope Gregory the First, concerning John the Faster, "Does he abstain even from the truth?" Cardinal Newman's axiom, "It is never worth while to call whity-brown white, for the sake of avoiding scandal"; and Father Faber's own felicitous comment on religious "hedgers," "A moderation which consists in taking immoderate liberties with God is hardly what the Fathers of the Desert meant when they preached their crusade in favour of discretion";—are all spoken to those hardy and humorous souls who can bear to be honest with themselves.

The ardent reformer, intolerant of the ordinary processes of life, the ardent philanthropist, intolerant of an imperfect civilization, the ardent zealot, intolerant of man's unspiritual nature, are seldom disposed to gayety. A noble impatience of spirit inclines them to anger or to sadness. John Wesley, reformer, philanthropist, zealot, and surpassingly great in all three characters, strangled within his own breast the simple desire to be gay. He was a young man when he formed the resolution, "to labour after continual seriousness, not willingly indulging myself in the least levity of behaviour, or in laughter—no, not for a moment"; and for more than fifty years he kept—probably with no great difficulty—this stern resolve. The mediæval saying, that laughter has sin for a father and folly for a mother, would have meant to Wesley more than a figure of speech. Nothing could rob him of a dry and bitter humour ("They won't let me go to Bedlam," he wrote, "because they say I make the inmates mad, nor into Newgate, because I make them wicked"); but there was little in his creed or in the scenes of his labours to promote cheerfulness of spirit.

This disciplining of nature, honest, erring human nature, which could, if permitted, make out a fair case for itself, is not an essential element of the evangelist's code. In the hands of men less great than Wesley, it has been known to nullify the work of a lifetime. The Lincolnshire farmer who, after listening to a sermon on Hell, said to his wife, "Noä, Sally, it woänt do. Noä constitootion could stand it," expressed in his own fashion the healthy limit of endurance. Our spiritual constitutions break under a pitiless strain. When we read in the diary of Henry Alline, quoted by Dr. William James in his "Varieties of Religious Experience," "On Wednesday the twelfth I preached at a wedding, and had the happiness thereby to be the means of excluding carnal mirth," we are not merely sorry for the wedding guests, but beset by doubts as to their moral gain.

Why should Henry Martyn, that fervent young missionary who gave his life for his cause with the straight-forward simplicity of a soldier, have regretted so bitterly an occasional lapse into good spirits? He was inhumanly serious, and he prayed by night and day to be saved from his "besetting sin" of levity. He was consumed by the flame of religious zeal, and he bewailed at grievous length, in his diary, his "light, worldly spirit." He toiled unrestingly, taking no heed of his own physical weakness, and he asked himself (when he had a minute to spare) what would become of his soul, should he be struck dead in a "careless mood." We have Mr. Birrell's word for it that once, in an old book about India, he came across an after-dinner jest of Henry Martyn's; but the idea was so incongruous that the startled essayist was disposed to doubt the evidence of his senses. "There must have been a mistake somewhere."

To such a man the world is not, and never can be, a tragi-comedy, and laughter seems forever out of place. When a Madeira negress, a good Christian after her benighted fashion, asked Martyn if the English were ever baptized, he did not think the innocent question funny, he thought it horrible. He found Saint Basil's writings unsatisfactory, as lacking "evangelical truth"; and, could he have heard this great doctor of the Church fling back a witticism in the court of an angry magistrate, he would probably have felt more doubtful than ever concerning the status of the early Fathers. It is a relief to turn from the letters of Martyn, with their aloofness from the cheerful currents of earth, to the letters of Bishop Heber, who, albeit a missionary and a keen one, had always a laugh for the absurdities which beset his wandering life. He could even tell with relish the story of the drunken pedlar whom he met in Wales, and who confided to him that, having sold all his wares, he was trying to drink up the proceeds before he got home, lest his wife should take the money away from him. Heber, using the argument which he felt would be of most avail, tried to frighten the man into soberness by picturing his wife's wrath; whereupon the adroit scamp replied that he knew what that would be, and had taken the precaution to have his hair cut short, so that she could not get a grip on it. Martyn could no more have chuckled over this depravity than he could have chuckled over the fallen angels; but Saint Teresa could have laughed outright, her wonderful, merry, infectious laugh; and have then proceeded to plead, to scold, to threaten, to persuade, until a chastened and repentant pedlar, money in hand, and some dim promptings to goodness tugging at his heart, would have tramped bravely and soberly home.
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