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A Word to Those Who Preach the Word


There are times when I am preaching that I have especially sensed the pleasure of God. I usually become aware of it through the unnatural silence. The ever-present coughing ceases and the pews stop creaking, bringing an almost physical quiet to the sanctuary—through which my words sail like arrows. I experience a heightened eloquence, so that the cadence and volume of my voice intensify the truth I am preaching.


There is nothing quite like it—the Holy Spirit filling one’s sails, the sense of his pleasure, and the awareness that something is happening among one’s hearers. This experience is, of course, not unique, for thousands of preachers have similar experiences, even greater ones.


What has happened when this takes place? How do we account for this sense of his smile? The answer for me has come from the ancient rhetorical categories of logos, ethos, and pathos.


The first reason for his smile is the logos—in terms of preaching, God’s Word. This means that as we stand before God’s people to proclaim his Word, we have done our homework. We have exegeted the passage, mined the significance of its words in their context, and applied sound hermeneutical principles in interpreting the text so that we understand what its words meant to its hearers. And it means that we have labored long until we can express in a sentence what the theme of the text is—so that our outline springs from the text. Then our preparation will be such that as we preach, we will not be preaching our own thoughts about God’s Word, but God’s actual Word, his logos. This is fundamental to pleasing him in preaching.


The second element in knowing God’s smile in preaching is ethos—what you are as a person. There is a danger endemic to preaching, which is having your hands and heart cauterized by holy things. Phillips Brooks illustrated it by the analogy of a train conductor who comes to believe that he has been to the places he announces because of his long and loud heralding of them. And that is why Brooks insisted that preaching must be “the bringing of truth through personality.” Though we can never perfectly embody the truth we preach, we must be subject to it, long for it, and make it as much a part of our ethos as possible. As the Puritan William Ames said: “Next to the Scriptures, nothing makes a sermon more to pierce, than when it comes out of the inward affection of the heart without any affectation.” When a preacher’s ethos backs up his logos, there will be the pleasure of God.


Last, there is pathos—personal passion and conviction. David Hume, the Scottish philosopher and skeptic, was once challenged as he was seen going to hear George Whitefield preach: “I thought you do not believe in the gospel.” Hume replied, “I don’t, but he does.” Just so! When a preacher believes what he preaches, there will be passion. And this belief and requisite passion will know the smile of God.


The pleasure of God is a matter of logos (the Word), ethos (what you are), and pathos (your passion). As you preach the Word may you experience his smile—the Holy Spirit in your sails!


R. Kent Hughes


Wheaton, Illinois
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The Purpose of Life


MARK 10:45
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SOME YEARS AGO one of the world’s renowned scholars of the classics, Dr. E. V. Rieu, completed a great translation of Homer into modern English for the Penguin Classics series. He was sixty years old, and he had been an agnostic all his life. The publisher soon approached him again and asked him to translate the Gospels. When Rieu’s son heard this he said, “It will be interesting to see what Father will make of the four Gospels. It will be even more interesting to see what the four Gospels make of Father.”1 He did not have to wonder very long. Within a year’s time E. V. Rieu, the lifelong agnostic, responded to the Gospels he was translating and became a committed Christian. His story is a marvelous testimony to the transforming power of God’s Word. Experiences like this have been repeated time and time again.


Whenever I begin a fresh study of one of the Bible’s books, I keep this story in mind, and especially the inviting questions: What will it make of me? What will it make of the people I influence? My own personal experience has been (and I think for many it has been the same) that when I have finished studies of sections in the Scriptures (for example, the Sermon on the Mount, the Lord’s Prayer, or the book of Colossians), I was not the same person as when I began. Positive changes have taken place in my theology and my prayer life. The Sermon on the Mount has enhanced my understanding as no other Scripture as to what the Christian life is all about. The Lord’s Prayer with its three upward petitions, three downward requests, and immense emphasis on God’s Fatherhood has greatly enriched my prayer life. The towering Christology of Colossians has made me see, as never before, God in all his fullness. What is this in-depth study of the Gospel of Mark going to make of you and me?


Mark is the oldest of the Gospels. Matthew and Luke made such great use of it in writing their own Gospel accounts that between them they reproduced all but a few verses of Mark’s! So in this Gospel we have for the very first time in history a systematic account of the life and words of Jesus. Mark was the beginning of a distinct and original literary form that we refer to as “Gospel.”


Also intriguing is the background of this Gospel. Virtually everyone agrees that the author was John Mark, a young man who had a shaky beginning in the ministry when he abandoned Paul on the apostle’s first missionary trip and decided to return home (Acts 13:13). Paul was so unhappy with Mark that he refused to take him on the second journey, thus beginning a bitter quarrel between Paul and Barnabas that ended with Paul and Silas going one way and Barnabas and Mark another (Acts 15:36–41). Although intimate details are lacking, Paul and John Mark later reconciled when Paul was in prison in Rome. Mark served as his aide and then as a delegate on an important mission to Asia Minor (see Philemon 24 and Colossians 4:10). Later Paul would ask Timothy to bring John Mark back with him to Rome because he was useful in service (2 Timothy 4:11). When the Apostle Peter was writing 1 Peter in Rome, he affectionately called Mark his son (1 Peter 5:13). It was Mark’s close relationship with Peter that motivated and enabled him to write an intimate portrait of Christ.


The very earliest statement about the Gospel of Mark was written by Papias, Bishop of Hierapolis, about AD 140:


Mark became Peter’s interpreter and wrote accurately all that he remembered, not, indeed, in order, of the things said or done by the Lord. For he had not heard the Lord, nor had he followed him, but later on, as I said, he followed Peter, who used to give teaching as necessity demanded but not making, as it were, an arrangement of the Lord’s oracles, so single points as he remembered them. For to one thing he gave attention, to leave out nothing of what he had heard and to make no false statements in them.2


What a recovery Mark made! He rose from failed follower of Christ, to devoted disciple, to premier biographer and honored martyr.


They on the heights are not the souls


Who never erred or went astray,


Or reached those high rewarding goals


Along a smooth, flower-bordered way.


Nay, they who stand where first comes dawn


Are those who stumbled but went on.3


After a promising start, some of us too have stumbled, and now our confidence is gone. For us, John Mark’s triumph is an immense encouragement.


The context in which John Mark wrote was, to say the least, dramatic: Rome right after the death of Peter and the Neronian persecution, sometime between AD 60 and 70. According to the Roman historian Tacitus, Nero made the Christians scapegoats for his burning of Rome and butchered them wholesale, so that the Church was driven into the Catacombs.4 It was during this time of misery that Mark wrote the Gospel.


The purpose of John Mark’s writing was to encourage the Gentile church in Rome. He wanted them to see Christ as the Suffering Servant-Savior, and so arranged his material to show Christ as One who speaks and acts and delivers in the midst of crisis.5 Mark has no long genealogy, no birth narrative, and only two of Jesus’ long discussions.


Christ is all action in Mark! Mark used the historical present tense 150 times. Jesus comes, Jesus says, and Jesus heals—all in the present tense. There are more miracles recorded in Mark than in the other Gospels, despite its being far shorter. Everything is in vivid “Eyewitness Newsbriefs,” brilliantly vivid and fast-moving. Mark uses the Greek word for “immediately” some forty-two times (there are only seven occurrences in Matthew and one in Luke). The conjunction “and” is unusually frequent (beginning twelve of Mark’s sixteen chapters) and adds to the rush of action. Christ’s life is portrayed as super-busy (he even had trouble finding time to eat—see 3:20 and 6:31).


It takes a slow reader about two hours to read Mark through at a single sitting; and if you take the time, you feel surrounded by crowds, wearied by demands, and besieged by the attacks of demons. You are also repeatedly brought face-to-face with the human emotions of Jesus and the astonishment of the multitudes. Mark is the “Go Gospel”—the Gospel of the Servant-Savior.


The acknowledged key verse, the one that summarizes the Gospel of Mark, is 10:45—“For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” This verse is part of the answer to the question, what will the gospel make of us? It will make us servants like the Master, effective servants who do not run on theory but on action. He was (and is) Christ for the crises! Power attended his every action. This same Christ brings power to life now, and a serious study of Mark will bring that power further to our lives.


The Disciples’ Failure to Learn Jesus’ Servant Approach (vv. 36–41)


The irony is this: though Jesus had been with the disciples for three years as the ideal Servant, though the end was near and he had just given them a detailed forecast of his death (10:32–34), though he had taught them that his way was to be the model for their lives, the disciples (represented by James and John) now made a request that revealed that their way of thinking was virtually the opposite of Christ the Servant.


The request was outrageous: “And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to him, ‘Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.’ And he said to them, ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ And they said to him, ‘Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory’” (10:35–37). They dimly saw that the end was near and that it involved the possibility of thrones for the disciples. As part of the inner circle (Peter, James, and John), these two hoped to get the best thrones. Perhaps they wanted to ace Peter out, because he no doubt would try for the top. So they approached Jesus privately. Matthew tells us they even had their mother do the talking (Matthew 20:20, 21).


This all sounds pretty contemporary to me. “The Lord takes care of those who take care of themselves,” some say.


“Name it and claim it,” that’s what faith’s about!


You can have what you want if you just have no doubt.


So make out your “wish list” and keep on believin’


And you find yourself perpetually receivin’.6


Despite their association with Jesus and despite their piety, these disciples saw greatness according to the world’s definition. A bit later (v. 42), Jesus described the world’s viewpoint: “You know that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them.” James and John had fallen to the world’s idea that seeking the place of authority and personal power was right for them.


It is so easy to succumb to such thinking, as Robert Raines mused:


I am like James and John.


Lord, I size up other people


in terms of what they can do for me;


how they can further my program,


feed my ego,


satisfy my needs,


give me strategic advantage.


I exploit people,


ostensibly for your sake,


but really for my own.


Lord, I turn to you


to get the inside track


and obtain special favors,


your direction for my schemes,


your power for my projects,


your sanction for my ambitions,


your blank check for whatever I want.


I am like James and John.7


The Lord, of course, was not going to leave James and John, or the rest of the disciples for that matter, in their delusion. So he began to dialogue with them, probing the shallowness and naivete of their thinking. Shortly the remaining ten got wind of what James and John had tried, and a major blowup ensued.


The Lord’s Rebuke of His Disciples (vv. 42–45)


The Lord called all Twelve together and in a few brilliant moments set the record straight for all time and eternity: “But whoever would be great among you must be your servant” (v. 43). Then (v. 44) he told them that preeminence among God’s people would go not to rulers but to slaves: “and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all.”


Why is this so? Here he gave the ultimate rationale and the key verse of the Gospel: “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (v. 45).


Here we will do well to pay close attention to Christ’s words. He called himself “the Son of Man.” This was a self-proclaimed title that did not exist before he came. It means that he is human, but even more. By saying he was “the Son of Man,” he meant that he was (and is) the unique representation of the human race. He is not merely a human being. He is the human being—the true man.


Now consider the second phrase: “came not to be served but to serve.” Here “serve” and “served” refer to the most common service, as seen in the parallel section in Luke 22:27—“For who is the greater, one who reclines at table or one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at table? But I am among you as the one who serves.” Which is greater, the host and his guests, or the waiter? Jesus said, “I am among you as the waiter.” These startling words were meant to shake up the disciples. The meaning is this: the Son of Man, the man who lived the truest human life, waited upon others instead of seeking others to wait on him.8 The ultimate extension of this was “to give his life as a ransom for many,” which he shortly did. The logic is: if the One who created both the supernova and the firefly and holds them together by the word of his power (Colossians 1:15–17) became our servant, our waiter, how can we do less?


In 1878 when William Booth’s Salvation Army had just been so named, men from all over the world began to enlist. One man, who had once dreamed of himself as a bishop, crossed the Atlantic from America to England to enlist. He was a Methodist minister, Samuel Logan Brengle. And now he turned from a fine pastorate to join Booth’s Salvation Army. Brengle later became the Army’s first American-born commissioner. But at first Booth accepted his services reluctantly and grudgingly. Booth said to Brengle, “You’ve been your own boss too long.” And in order to instill humility into Brengle, he set him to work cleaning the boots of the other trainees. And Brengle said to himself: “Have I followed my own fancy across the Atlantic in order to black boots?” And then as in a vision he saw Jesus bending over the feet of rough, unlettered fishermen. “Lord,” he whispered, “you washed their feet; I will black their boots.”9


The “Son of Man,” the Man for all of us, came not to be waited on, but to wait on us, and to give his life as a ransom. Therefore, how can we seek our own?


Jesus has thrown open for all of us a competition that has no charms for most. But the rewards are beyond imagination. We ought to go for it! The Gospel of Mark can bring profound servanthood and active power to our lives. It is the Gospel of miracles, the Gospel of power, the Gospel of service. May it rub off on us!


May the gospel of our Lord make something out of us. All of us have tremendous opportunities. If you are ruling in the community, your opportunities for service are infinite. If you are a student laboring through your books, or teaching a Bible class, or pastoring, or whatever you are doing, your opportunities to serve are more than you can possibly imagine.


The Ideal Man, the Man for all men, did not come to be waited on, but to wait tables and to live a life of sacrifice. May this sink into our minds so we can be used of God.
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The Effective Witness: John the Baptist


MARK 1:1–11
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HAVING MADE IT MY BUSINESS as a preacher to acquaint myself with the stories of some of the great witnesses of church history, I have my favorites—events at which I would like to have been an invisible guest.


I would like to have been present when John Knox stood tall against Queen Mary. Witnesses said that even when the dangers were past and he was an old man, they would lift him into the pulpit and there he would stand tottering until he was caught up in the message. Then he would “ding the pulpit into balds”—break up the pulpit. A bit of hyperbole, no doubt, but I would like to have been there.


I would like to have been in Hampton Court the day Hugh Latimer preached to Henry VIII in such a way that it offended him. I would like to have been there the following Sunday when he was commanded by King Henry to preach again and make an apology. Hugh addressed himself as he began to preach:


Hugh Latimer, dost thou know before whom thou art this day to speak? To the high and mighty monarch, the king’s most excellent majesty, who can take away thy life if thou offendest; therefore, take heed that thou speakest not a word that may displease; but then consider well, Hugh, dost thou not know from whence thou comest; upon whose message thou art sent? Even by the great and mighty God! who is all-present, and who beholdest all thy ways, and who is able to cast thy soul into hell! Therefore, take care that thou deliverest thy message faithfully.1


He then gave King Henry the same sermon he had preached the week before—only with more energy!


I would like to have been at Worms on April 18, 1521, when Martin Luther stood against his world, contra mundum. There before him were arrayed the princes and theologians of the Church, and along with them, Charles, heir of a long line of sovereigns—of Maximillian, of Ferdinand the Catholic, of Isabelle—the orthodox-scion of the Hapsburgs, Lord of Burgundy, Austria, Naples, Spain, the Low Countries, Holy Roman Emperor! To the questioning of Johann Eck, Archbishop of Trier and his antagonist, Luther answered:


I do not accept the authority of popes and councils, for they have contradicted each other—my conscience is captive to the Word of God. I cannot and I will not recant anything, for to go against conscience is neither right nor safe. God help me. Amen. Here I stand, I cannot do otherwise.2


And of course, I would like to have heard Peter on the day of Pentecost or perhaps before the Sanhedrin when he and John said, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:19, 20). What a day that was in the history of the Church. But if I really stop and think about it, there is one whom I would forego all the others to hear: John the Baptist. I say this for two reasons. First, Jesus said that “among those born of women none is greater than John” (Luke 7:28). And second, John was the herald, the primary witness, to the Lord Jesus Christ.


In Mark’s Gospel, John jumps full-blown onto the front page of the story of Christ with a prophetic introduction made mostly from Malachi 3:1 and Isaiah 40:3: “Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way, the voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight’” (vv. 2, 3). John’s story dominates the first eight verses of this Gospel. He is also mentioned extensively in each of the three other Gospels. Why? And why was he so effective? The answer will provide remarkable help to our own desire to witness.


The Character of the Messenger (v. 6)


Verse 6 gives us a visual introduction to his character: “Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey.” John definitely was not making a fashion statement. His camel’s-hair robe was the kind worn by the very poor, and his belt, unlike the fancy belts so popular in those days, was simply a leather thong.


His food was not very exciting either. His idea of eating out was to catch a few grasshoppers and visit the local beehive for dessert.


Actually John was in perfect control of his lifestyle. He knew exactly what he was doing, for he had assumed the dress and style of the ancient prophet Elijah the Tishbite (described in 2 Kings 1:8) who called his people to national repentance. John’s dress and lifestyle were a protest against the godlessness and self-serving materialism of his day. It amounted to a call to separate oneself from the sinful culture, repent, and live a life focused on God. Even his context, the desert wilderness, was meant to emphasize this, for it was originally to the wilderness that Israel came out of Egypt. The people’s coming out to John in the wilderness was a subtle acknowledgment of Israel’s history of disobedience and rebellion and a desire to begin again.3


What was beautiful was that John’s life and actions bore out what he was. He lived a life of continual repentance and uncompromising devotion to God. He was fearless in his proclamation of the message, just as his ancient prophetic garb portrayed. He rebuked the Pharisees, saying, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit in keeping with repentance” (Matthew 3:7, 8). For the common people, there was instruction in giving: “Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none” (Luke 3:11). He told the tax gatherers to be fair (Luke 3:13). He warned the soldiers to be content and not act high-handedly (Luke 3:14). John was as fearless as he looked! He was also, in keeping with his attire, self-forgetting and humble.


Later, when Jesus’ star began to rise and John’s ministry was being eclipsed, John’s disciples came to him in alarm. John’s response was impeccable: “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from heaven. . . . ‘I am not the Christ’” (John 3:27, 28). John saw himself like a joyous friend of the bridegroom and concluded with these immortal words: “He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30). He was a man of sublime downward mobility, just as his apparel suggested.


My point is this: the reason John was such an effective witness is that he embodied his message! In the 1877 Yale Lectures on Preaching, Phillips Brooks gave this foundational definition of preaching:


Truth through personality is our description of real preaching. The truth must come through the person, not merely over his lips. . . . It must come through his character, his affections, his whole intellectual and moral being. It must come genuinely through him.4


Bishop Quail said almost the same thing by asking the question, “Preaching is the art of making a sermon and delivering it?” To which he answered, “Why no, that is not preaching. Preaching is the art of making a preacher and delivering that!”5


That was precisely the case with John the Baptist. He was filled with the Spirit while yet in Elizabeth’s womb. He was a Nazirite from birth, totally committed to God, never touching the dead or strong drink, never cutting his hair, all a sign that he was totally set apart for God’s work (see Luke 1:15 and Numbers 6:1–8).


John the Baptist embodied his message. In this sense he was the message! Others could have said the same things, but to no avail. The fact that his words saturated his being and dominated his life—the fact that they were true in him—gave him immense power.


The same is true of us. Nothing will make our words penetrate more than that which is true in us and comes from the heart in total sincerity. If we want to have more effect, we must humbly ask God to make our lives demonstrations of the truth of our message.


The Nature of His Message (vv. 4–8)


What was John’s message? To begin with, it was a message of baptism, of repentance, as verse 4 says: “John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” The first thing we should note about this baptism is that it was totally radical. The notable Marcan scholar William Lane says that the baptism was wholly novel.6 No one else had ever done it. The only thing that even came close was the fact that Gentile converts to Judaism were baptized. However, that baptism was a ritual washing from all the defilement of the past. The Jews were now being asked to do something they had never done before in their history! Jews being baptized? Unheard of! This was why John was called “The Baptizer.” There had never been anyone like him.


The second thing we should note is that the baptism was focused on repentance from sin. Again, the wilderness location was very calculated because the Biblical concept of repentance was deeply rooted in the wilderness tradition. As Lane says:


The summons to be baptized in the Jordan meant that Israel must come once more to the wilderness. As Israel long ago had been separated from Egypt by a pilgrimage through the waters of the Red Sea, the nation is exhorted again to experience separation; the people are called to a second exodus in preparation for a new covenant with God. Both John’s call to repentance and his baptism are intelligible as aspects of the prophetic tradition which expected the final salvation of God to be unveiled in the wilderness.7


The Jews knew why they were coming out to the wilderness. When they came, John first sat them all down and then preached about their sin. Imagine the scene: hundreds, and later thousands at the height of John’s ministry, seated along the Jordan, listening as John excoriated them, warning of judgment, speaking to individual sins, naming names, calling for social justice and repentance. Finally, when they were duly convicted, they formed endless lines to be baptized as a sign that they were repenting of their sins.


What a gift John gave to them by preaching on sin and judgment! This is a neglected gift in our day of the health-and-wealth, prosperity gospel. When men and women are awakened to the facts of judgment and their own sin, they become eager listeners to the good news of the Savior who brings forgiveness. There is grace in such preaching because any Christ whom men receive without being in the wilderness, without the stern preacher of sin and judgment, is but half a Christ, and the vital half is missing.8


The divine and proper preparation for the gospel of Jesus Christ is preaching about sin. That is why in the Sermon on the Mount Jesus said, “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted” (Matthew 5:4). Those who mourn over their sin see their need for grace and for a Savior, and are thus in the place to receive and be “blessed.”


The baptism of repentance for sin was the first part of John’s message, but the second part spoke of a superior, ultimate baptism: “And he preached, saying, ‘After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit’” (vv. 7, 8).


He told them he had drenched them with water that was only external, but One would come who would drench them in the Holy Spirit, which was intrinsically internal. What a beautiful metaphor for the work of the Holy Spirit! When we are baptized with the Holy Spirit, he permeates every part of us. Christianity meets men and women in their radical need and provides a radical answer. If you do not know Christ, you are still in your sins. The Spirit’s baptism is the answer. When he drenches your life with his, you are changed!


John’s message was perfectly balanced: law and gospel. God’s law condemned them in their sin and called for repentance. But repentance alone would not save them. There must be the gospel (God’s grace) and the baptism of the Holy Spirit.


Why was John’s witness so effective? First, because his character modeled his message. Therefore, what he said had the ring of truth. Second, his message was complete. It had both law and grace, and God’s grace was (and is) infinite.


The Delivery of His Message (v. 5)


There is a third element that we note in passing: John’s witness was also made effective by his passion. When he stood before the people in the wasteland, lean, gaunt, solitary, he preached with fire. We can be sure that, like the prophets of old, he wept. He wept like Jesus and Paul and Whitefield and Moody. Everything together—his character, his message, and his passion—reached the multitudes.


Verse 5 says, “And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.” Some say as many as 300,000 came out to John for baptism! John’s life, John’s message, and John’s passion made him the greatest witness of history. He had prepared the way for the Lord! God was pleased with John’s ministry, so he confirmed it, crowning his witness with the greatest of all honors—the baptism of Christ.


The Confirmation of His Message (vv. 9–11)


Verse 9 says, “In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.” Why was Jesus baptized? That is a good question. In fact, Matthew says John asked it: “John would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?’ But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.’ Then he consented” (Matthew 3:14, 15). Because Jesus was sinless, he needed no baptism of repentance. But in his baptism he associated himself with us sinners and placed himself among the guilty—not for his own salvation but for ours—not for his guilt but for ours—not because he feared the wrath to come but to save us from it. His baptism meant the cross!


My song shall be of Jesus,


The precious lamb of God,


Who gave himself my ransom,


And bought me with his blood.


See and hear the beauty of the moment: “And when he [Jesus] came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased’” (vv. 10, 11). What did Jesus see? Literally, he saw the heavens tearing apart. Then he saw the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove descending into him, as the Spirit publicly entered Jesus for full empowerment for ministry. Jesus also saw the divine poetry, for this same Spirit brooded over the waters at the beginning of creation (Genesis 1:2).


What did Jesus hear? “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” God was pleased with his Son’s commitment to be the humble Servant-Savior who would atone for the sins of the whole world (see Isaiah 53:11).


My song shall be of Jesus.


How I would like to have been with John Knox and Hugh Latimer and Martin Luther and Paul and Peter. But how much more I would like to have heard the greatest witness who ever lived! We all are called to emulate John’s witness—to preach the whole message, both law and grace. We are to preach the radicalness of the gospel, that men and women might be drenched in the Holy Spirit through Christ. We are to have the character of our lives match the message we preach; to believe it so much, and with such sincerity, that others will sense the ring of truth. We are to passionately proclaim it, to weep for the world, and to exalt Jesus above all. “He must increase, but I must decrease.”


To have a song, be a song, for Jesus!


Have you perhaps received water baptism but not the drenching in the Holy Spirit? That is the baptism you must have. All Christians are baptized into one Body in him. Unless Christ has filled your life, unless he has permeated your heart of hearts, you are not one of his. Regardless of how you have been dipped or sprinkled or dry-cleaned, or whatever has happened, you are not one of his unless you have received the regeneration of the Holy Spirit, his cleansing from sin, and his empowering to godliness. Is he that real to you? If so, then bless his name. If not, seek him today.
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The Temptation of Christ


MARK 1:12, 13 AND MATTHEW 4:1–11


[image: Image]


CHARLES COLSON, in his brilliant book of essays Who Speaks For God?, tells of watching a segment of television’s “60 Minutes” in which host Mike Wallace interviewed Auschwitz survivor Yehiel Dinur, a principal witness at the Nuremberg war-crime trials. During the interview, a film clip from Adolf Eichmann’s 1961 trial was viewed that showed Dinur enter the courtroom and come face-to-face with Eichmann for the first time since being sent to Auschwitz almost twenty years earlier. Stopped cold, Dinur began to sob uncontrollably and then fainted while the presiding judge pounded his gavel for order. “Was Dinur overcome by hatred? Fear? Horrid memories?” asked Colson, who answers:


No; it was none of these. Rather, as Dinur explained to Wallace, all at once he realized Eichmann was not the godlike army officer who had sent so many to their deaths. This Eichmann was an ordinary man. “I was afraid about myself,” said Dinur. “I saw that I am capable to do this. I am . . . exactly like he.” Wallace’s subsequent summation of Dinur’s terrible discovery—“Eichmann is in all of us”—is a horrifying statement; but it indeed captures the central truth about man’s nature. For as a result of the fall, sin is in each of us—not just the susceptibility to sin, but sin itself.1


It was not the horror of the man Eichmann that smote Dinur, but the horrible revelation of self and the predicament of mankind that made him faint. Eichmann is in all of us, because all of us are in Adam. This is proven by our susceptibility to temptation. We are tempted by theft because we are thieves, even though we may not in fact steal. We are tempted to kill because we are murderers, even if we do not literally slay our brother. We are tempted to adultery because we are adulterers, even though we may not commit adultery. James says, “Let no one say when he is tempted, ‘I am being tempted by God,’ for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire” (James 1:13, 14). The fact that we are tempted proves that we are prone to evil—and it is terrible. Eichmann is in all of us.


Objecting to this shows that we have not yet fully grasped the Scriptures’ teaching about our sin, nor have we come to grips with the realities about our own personalities.


What is our hope? As believers, it is the fact that we are in the second Adam, the last Adam, the Lord Jesus Christ who conquered temptation. Admittedly this is a wondrous mystery (cf. 1 Corinthians 12:13), as is the mystery of his being sinless and yet fully tempted (Hebrews 4:15). Because of our solidarity with him, we can have victory over the sin within us. In recognition of this, we are going to examine the great temptation of Christ in the wilderness—seeing the nature of his temptations and what he did to overcome them, and then seeing how this can be of help in our own struggles with temptation.


Mark 1:12, 13 provides the most descriptive introduction to our Lord’s temptation found in any of the Gospels: “The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. And he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were ministering to him.” From this we understand that immediately after his baptism, when he saw the heavens tear apart and the Holy Spirit descend into him and heard the Father’s voice pronounce, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased,” he felt an inexorable compulsion from the Holy Spirit to plunge further into the wilderness to duel Satan. Heaven had opened. Now Hell opened. In Jewish thought the wilderness was viewed as a place of danger, gloom, and the abode of demons (Matthew 12:43; Luke 8:29; 11:24). The mention of “wild animals” underscores this idea—the wilderness was a place of loneliness and danger, the realm of Satan.2


Here amidst desolation, Matthew tells us, “And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry” (Matthew 4:2). It was a fast that was virtually impossible apart from intense spiritual absorption. Certainly his soul was given to innermost communication with the Father as he contemplated the immense and painful task that his baptism introduced and that would culminate in the cross. During this time he also repeatedly repulsed the attacks of Satan. Finally, in a weakened state, he faced the devil’s greatest attack, as recorded in Matthew 4:3–11.


This encounter was supremely dramatic. The backdrop was a desolate, monotonous wasteland like that in the forlorn surrealism of a Dali painting—an anti-Eden. In the foreground sat the weary and desperately hungry Christ. Before him glided the resplendent figure of Satan, radiating power and promise—elegantly beautiful. The first Adam fell to the gorgeous Satan in the glories of Eden; now the second Adam faced Satan’s deceptively beautiful presence in trackless desolation. The encounter of Christ and Satan was the greatest combat that has ever taken place on the face of the earth, and by far the most important. If Christ had failed at any point, we would have no hope of resisting temptation (the Eichmann in us) or of receiving salvation. Our Lord was, of course, victorious. As we look at his victory, we look at ours. What was the nature of Christ’s three temptations? How did he resist them?


The First Temptation (Matthew 4:3, 4)


The initial temptation is described in Matthew 4:3—“And the tempter came and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.’” The first thing we must realize is that the temptation was real. Christ was really and truly hungry! During the forty-day fast he had undergone the characteristic reduction of appetite that goes with fasting. His intense exchange with the Father had further removed his thoughts from his physical needs. However, after forty days the physical realities naturally and necessarily reasserted themselves with a vengeance. Jesus would die if he did not soon eat!


It is probably safe to assume that few of us have ever known this kind of hunger. Jesus’ hunger was the hunger of starvation! Thus Satan’s suggestion “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread” bore powerful appeal. The suggestion seemed so harmless. But it was a temptation to sin, because in the Incarnation Christ had come to do the will of the Father and nothing else. Moreover, in accordance with the Father’s will he had followed the Spirit’s impulse to fast in the wilderness, and the Father had not seen fit to provide him with food. Thus the temptation was for Christ to provide for his own needs apart from the will of the Father.


The words, “If you are the Son of God” were meant to call into question Christ’s relationship with the Father who had called him his “beloved Son” at the baptism. If Christ “proved” that he was the Son of God by turning the stones into bread, he would betray his trust in his Father and create a breach in the Holy Trinity! The temptation was insidiously real.


This was a temptation to which we, no doubt, would have fallen. History proves that we naturally love the Father’s bread more than him. After feeding the 5,000, and then being relentlessly pursued by the multitudes, Jesus in bitter disappointment remarked that the people followed him not for spiritual reasons but because they “ate [their] fill of the loaves” (John 6:26).


Jesus was different. In that dreary wasteland, starving, he faced his brilliant tempter and replied, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God’” (Matthew 4:4). He said in effect, “It is better to starve than to be fed apart from the will of the Father. As his Son I cannot act independently of my Father. I must live by my Father’s word!” The will of the Father meant more to Christ than food and life.


Likewise, doing God’s will should mean more to us than life or physical well-being, important as these may be. It meant more to Wycliffe martyr Chet Bitterman, who was murdered by Colombian hard-line N19 guerrillas. On the collar of the shirt he was wearing when he was killed, his wife had stitched: “His way is perfect.” Bitterman and his wife knew and believed the truth.3


I hope we see the truth—that God’s will is more important than a hamburger or a promotion or getting married or “success.” To the first temptation Jesus gave a tremendous “No!” But the Tempter was not through and came back to Christ with another carefully constructed enticement.


The Second Temptation (Matthew 4:5–7)


“Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, “He will command his angels concerning you,” and “On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone”’” (Matthew 4:5, 6). Whether Satan took him in a vision or in reality to the pinnacle of the temple, we do not know. If he transported Christ physically, he probably took him to the “royal portico” of Herod on the south side, from which one could plunge down into the Kedron Valley. From here one could not fully see the depth of the abyss.4 From this dizzy height Satan urged Christ to jump, slightly misquoting Psalm 91:11, 12, leaving out the phrase “to guard you in all your ways,” which means “in all your righteous ways.” Thus the devil suggested that God would protect Christ no matter what he did.5


Again Jesus faced a real temptation: to display miraculous power apart from the Father’s will. The second temptation, like the first, was calculated to be psychologically beguiling. It was as though Satan said, “You have shown your trust in the Father in response to my first temptation. So now show the world how much you trust him by diving from the pinnacle of the temple. It’s OK—the Scriptures promise you won’t get hurt.” Good things would surely come of this. It would be such a great act of faith on his part!


But would it? Jesus thought otherwise. He knew that he had no command to leap from the temple. He again recognized that as the Son he was never to do anything in his own power—that he would be putting God to the test, bringing “a moment of ineffable tension” between him and the Father.6 So he responded by quoting Deuteronomy 6:16—“Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test’” (Matthew 4:7). Even the very highest and best ends do not justify operating contrary to God’s will.


Years before, the Israelites tempted God at Massah by requiring him to provide water to prove his promise that he would take care of them. On that occasion God told Moses to speak to the rock and it would bring forth water for all. But when confronted by the people, Moses’ anger rose, and instead of speaking to the rock he struck it twice. In response, despite Moses’ disobedience, God graciously provided water for the people (Numbers 20:8–11). But Moses was forbidden to enter the promised land. God does not appreciate being tested. Jumping from the pinnacle is never justified, even though it brings great “success,” if God does not order it. We need to remember this in a day when the Church has enthroned pragmatics, when the Church says, “If it gets people saved it must be OK . . . If it gets people in the door it must be God’s will!” External prosperity does not mean God approves of all we are doing. God approves obedience. Again Christ remained under the Father’s word.


The Third Temptation (Matthew 4:8–11)


Satan then came with his third and final temptation: “Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he said to him, ‘All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me’” (Matthew 4:8, 9). Satan presented Christ with a vision of the world in which nations stood ready to abandon their idols and accept Christ as Lord. Christ could hear the rustling of flags as he enjoyed peace and power. He could win the world without pain—no weeping over Jerusalem, no crucifixion. Jerusalem, the mighty Roman Empire, young Britain would all open their gates singing, “The King comes!”7


All the Master would have to do would be to acknowledge in worship the limited sovereignty that Satan has been allowed to exercise on Planet Earth. The temptation was to take the easy way to kingship, apart from God’s will, to be a “shortcut Savior.” The choice was infinitely extreme: the long agony of the cross, or instant exaltation following a fleeting bow. The cross was the Father’s will. So Christ rose high above the wasteland and his adversary and cried, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve’” (Matthew 4:10). Every creature must bow to the Father, including the Incarnate Son! At Christ’s words the devil fled, leaving Christ alone in the desolation.


Then in the air above the desert and around Jesus on the wilderness stretches, angels glimmered, and soon the sky was filled with God’s messengers ministering to him. Satan and Christ would meet again, but the first great battle was over and Christ was victor!


It is a terrible revelation when we see the truth about ourselves. We are easily tempted to sin because sin is in us.


And all man’s Babylons strive but to impart


The grandeurs of his Babylonian Heart.


Francis Thompson, “The Heart”


Our lives prove what we are. But we must take heart, for Christ has taken on our condition. He was “tempted as we are, yet [was] without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). This is an unfathomable mystery—that he could be sinless though truly tempted. But the fact is, he endured real temptation and came out utterly victorious. Because of that, he not only delivers us but sympathizes with our weaknesses.


Jesus’ experience provides us with mighty wisdom. The most important factor in fighting temptation is to be filled with the Spirit of Christ, the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9). Christ is the victor over temptation and sin. His very words to us are, “[T]ake heart; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).


When Martin Luther was asked how he overcame the devil, he replied, “Well, when he comes knocking upon the door of my heart, and asks ‘Who lives here?’ the dear Lord Jesus goes to the door and says, ‘Martin Luther used to live here, but he has moved out. Now I live here.’” When Christ fills our lives, Satan has no entrance.


The other factor in fighting temptation is to be filled with God’s Word. In response to each of the three temptations, Christ answered with Scripture (Deuteronomy 8:3, 6:16, and 6:13). He knew the truth of, “I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you” (Psalm 119:11). Why is this so? God’s Word reveals God’s mind, and God’s mind cannot be subject to sin. Therefore, if we fill our hearts with his Word, sin and temptation cannot dominate.


These two things, the fullness of Christ and the fullness of the Word, will make us victorious, and the angels will minister to us to meet all our needs.
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The Beginning of Christ’s Ministry


MARK 1:14–20
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LAST YEAR I CAME ACROSS an old black-and-white photo of me, age sixteen, standing in the pulpit of my home church as I preached my first sermon. I was a skinny boy, hair carefully slicked back with Brylcreem in a short fifties pompadour ducktail haircut, wearing an inch-wide tie and a sport coat that I had outgrown. I was preaching on Jonah and the whale, which was to become my favorite text the next few years—especially as I added little puns to my delivery: “God has a whale of a plan for your life,” “Jonah’s experience proves that you can’t keep a good man down,” “As Jonah fled, he was the original ‘Chicken of the Sea.’” It was a sermon of doubtful quality and dubious wit! But on that first night my mind was not on anything but trying to get through the sermon. My cheek kept twitching, and I could feel my face flush red from time to time.


Probably most preachers have had shaky starts. I read of one, later to become one of Scotland’s great preachers, who stood to preach the first time and instead ran out of the church! There are a few, only a few, who had very fine beginnings—like Chrysostom (“golden-throat,” as his name translates). God develops his preachers in different ways, to his glory.


But there was One who had it all together—perfectly so—from the very first. That One was, of course, our Lord Jesus Christ. His logos, his word, was perfect. Whatever he said was absolutely true. His exegesis of Scripture was flawless. His application of spiritual truth was the most penetrating in all of history, as we see in such discourses as the Sermon on the Mount.


His ethos, the kind of person he was, was without parallel in the human race. The tone of his voice, the expression on his face, the integrity of his eyes flowed with truth. His pathos came from a heart absolutely convinced of man’s need, absolutely loving, and absolutely determined. There never has been anyone as truly passionate as Christ in all human experience.


These three, his logos, ethos, and pathos, blended in Christ with such ineluctable force that he, from the beginning, was the greatest communicator the world has ever known!


Notwithstanding all we have said about John the Baptist being the greatest of preachers, the Baptist could not hold a candle to Christ the preacher. In fact, John’s Gospel tells us that after Jesus was baptized, more people attended his preaching than that of the Baptist, causing great consternation among John’s ignorant disciples. Ultimately we read that when John the Baptist was jailed by Herod, Jesus shifted his own ministry into high gear, for with the quenching of John’s light it was right and proper for the unquenchable Light to burn even more brightly.


So stupendous was Jesus’ preaching in Galilee that St. Matthew in the parallel passage in his Gospel (Matthew 4:12–16) quotes the appropriate passage from Isaiah 9:1, 2—“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, on them a light has dawned.” Before Christ, the people in this region were paralyzed by the darkness, unable to find their way. They were subject to the “shadow of death.” But then Christ came preaching, and the people saw a great light like the dawn of day! There had never been such preaching.


The Heart of Jesus’ Preaching (vv. 14, 15)


Verses 14, 15 tell us what Jesus’ preaching was like: “Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.’” Jesus’ original preaching had three emphases: the kingdom, repentance, and belief. We will work our way back through these emphases for clarity.


Jesus’ preaching called the Galileans to “believe in the gospel.” Specifically he called them to believe the good news that the kingdom was about to happen. They were to believe that Messiah was coming posthaste. In a short time this call to belief would be transferred explicitly to him. Of course, with the cross the essential message would be, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved” (Acts 16:31). Jesus’ original preaching contained the kernel of what we call today gospel preaching. We feel affirmed by this in our proclamation of Christ as evangelicals.


There is no doubt that this is the way salvation is to be preached. We must be committed with all our hearts to preaching faith alone. Sadly, it is easy in our existentialist, post-rational culture to be accorded the status of “believer” whether a person is born again or not. Display the right cultural traits and you will be accepted. Here are some of the most effective:


Vocabulary. Biblical history records that when the Gileadites and the Ephraimites were warring, the Gileadites developed a password to detect captured Ephraimites who pretended to be Gileadites. The word was Shibboleth, which the Ephraimites (who had trouble with the “sh” sound) could only pronounce Sibboleth. It worked perfectly on the unsuspecting enemy (Judges 12:4–7). We evangelicals have our Shibboleths, but unfortunately they are easy to pick up. Use passwords such as “fellowship” and “brother” and “born again” and you will fool most of the people most of the time.


Social conventions. Share the same social attitudes about alcohol and tobacco, modesty and style of clothing—share the same likes and dislikes (especially dislikes), and you will probably pass as a believer. The ease with which you can adopt the behavioral mores of professing Christianity has been greased by the gradual alignment of many believers with the materialism and hedonism of our secular culture.


Heritage. If your parents are respectable Christians—or even better, Christian workers—it will probably be assumed that you are a believer. By attending evening services and prayer meetings and practicing the tithe, you will place yourself beyond question. Some well-meaning parents have manipulated their children into bogus confessions, bogus baptisms, and bogus memberships.


For these and similar reasons, multitudes of unregenerate “believers” are comfortably ensconced in their churches and no one has the gracious temerity to question the authenticity of their faith. Belief is all that is necessary to become a Christian, but it must be a belief that changes the life. If you say that you believe, but there are no substantial changes in your life, you had better consider carefully whether you truly believe.


That is why in Jesus’ preaching and indeed in the preaching of the Apostolic Church, repentance and belief are so closely bound together. Repentance plays like a musical refrain through the Book of Acts, where Paul sums up his teaching to the Ephesian elders by saying, “You yourselves know . . . how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you in public and from house to house, testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 20:18–21). Gospel preaching involves preaching repentance! Sadly, repentance has been reduced to little more than a whisper in much of today’s preaching.


David McKenna, who served with such distinction as president of Seattle Pacific University, once saw a prominent preacher walk out of a sermon in which a colleague insisted that the gospel included repentance from sin. Explaining his one-man protest march, the man said that “contemporary man needs a message of hope, not fear.” That preacher spoke only half the truth. Man today needs hope, but he also needs to recognize that he is a sinner in need of forgiveness and repentance.1 Unless sin is acknowledged and confessed, there is no hope.


Given our contemporary materialism and sensuality, we can be sure that if Jesus began his public ministry among us today he would begin by calling us to repentance. If he walked the streets of our town, he would call us to belief, but he would also call us to cease our adulteries, repent from our materialism, renounce our gossip and our jealousies, repent from our lying. Moreover, he would do it with urgency, just as he did then, calling out, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand.” Our text literally says that Jesus heralded this truth, calling it out loudly.2


There was and is radical “nowness” to Jesus’ preaching. Now is the time to believe, and now is the time to repent. How would Jesus urge you or someone else to believe if he were here now? Would he say, “I want to explain to you the hypostatic union,” then say, “I would like you to consider this. It is up to you whether you want to believe”? How would he call you to repent? Would he say, “Sin is an abomination in my sight and in my Father’s sight; it would be very nice if you would repent”? Or would he come with urgency and say, “Belief is the most important thing in life. You need to rest yourself in me.” He would plead with you to do that. Then he would look at those of us who say we are believers and ask, “Have you repented? Is there a constant spirit of repentance? Now is the time to do it.”


How do you think we would respond? We would fall flat on our faces in response to him. The fact is, he is here, and that is what he says to us. Are we responding?


As we have noted, the response to Jesus’ preaching was remarkable. All were coming to him, the Scripture says (John 3:26). Among them were some fishermen named Simon, Andrew, James, and John. They believed the kingdom was imminent. They did not understand how, but they were sure. They had also come to believe that Jesus was the Messiah, though they had no idea how he would achieve ascendancy. They had repented, and they were beginning to see that their beliefs were making demands on their lives. As they fished, they talked and talked and talked. Whenever there was an opportunity, they were off to sit at Jesus’ feet. They longed to be with him, and said so.


The Radical Effects of Jesus’ Teaching (vv. 16–20)


And so it happened that one morning as they toiled along the shores of Tiberias, the Savior came. Verses 16 and following describe what happened. “Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, [Jesus] saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen” (v. 16). Simon Peter and Andrew were repeatedly casting their circular nets from the sides of their boat and retrieving them when Jesus called to them with what Ernst Lohmeyer called a “sharp military command.”3 “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men” (v. 17).


As the call rang from the shore, one would have anticipated a lapse of time before a response came. But, as Mark tells us, having heard firsthand from Peter, there was no pause, not even a second look. “And immediately they left their nets and followed him” (v. 18). Amazing obedience! And if that was not enough, “And going on a little farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat mending the nets. And immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and followed him” (vv. 19, 20).


In these few lines we have one of the most famous acts of obedience in history. Christ came with a radical message and then a radical call, and these four responded in radical obedience. Today wherever men and women think of obedience, they sing of these four. Let us think of what their obedience meant.


First, it meant an immensely expanded life. The horizon of these fishermen’s lives was bound by the margins of Galilee. Once in a while they went down to Jerusalem for a festival. But by and large they knew little more than the deck of their boat, the currents of the lake, and the handful of people in the marketplace. Their conversation consisted of trade talk, local gossip, family affairs, and Galilean politics. In a word, they were remarkably provincial, even to the extent of having their own telltale accent.


Then Christ came, and how their world changed! In place of Galilee came the world! John was to become Bishop of Ephesus, Peter went to Rome, and Andrew went as far as the borders of Russia! Their hearts were enlarged to take in the whole world. Their minds, once circumscribed and committed to the smallest interests, now overflowed with deep thoughts. They became theologians, thinkers, sociologists, psychologists, and strategists—all because of the gospel.


Following Christ eliminates the trivial and expands our hearts. I have seen people who had not read a book since high school come to know Christ and then go on to read twenty-five to thirty books the first year. Their mental and spiritual processes opened up as their hearts opened up. There is nothing that will make you grow more than following Christ.


Peter and Andrew and James and John grew to undreamed of heights because they made themselves special objects of Christ’s love. Next, they made themselves special objects of Christ’s attention by choosing to follow him. His promise was, and is, “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” Christ committed himself to completing a miracle in them.


I am a good fisherman, but not great. To be great you have to fish and study so much that you mentally enter the great chain of life of the fish.4 You must read and study and fish and talk about fish. How much more difficult it is to be good fishers of men! How much more sensitivity and how much more tenacity is needed! But Christ is able to equip us for the task. Because of their commitment to following Christ, these four opened themselves to his special attention, which he lavished on them.


Christ has not changed. He still expands lives that follow him. Reflecting on Christ’s great message and call, and its effect on the lives of those who responded then, rings true to my experience now. I may yet be short-sighted in my thinking, but how much more would I be so if I had not responded to Christ. Without belief in him I would still be bound by the narrow sympathies of a heart that thinks only of self and would never have had my eyes opened to the needs of the world. Following Christ is the key to the expanding life!


Today he still extends his call. It is a call to believe. Do you believe? It is a call to repent. Do you need to repent? It is a call to follow him. Have you made this commitment?
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The Authority of Christ


MARK 1:21–28
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IN OUR LAST STUDY, in accounting for the success of Jesus’ preaching ministry we reflected upon how he fulfilled the classic divisions of communication (logos, ethos, pathos) as no one had ever done before (or since). Jesus’ ethos, what he was as a person, in his character, completely authenticated what he said, thus bringing the ring of truth to everything he uttered. Unfortunately this has not always been the case with those who preach the gospel, for by urging others to higher spiritual experience it is deceptively easy for a preacher to imagine that he himself has achieved it when in fact he has not.


Your life can become very much like that of the train conductor who comes to feel that he himself has been to all the towns whose names he has been shouting in passengers’ ears and for which he has sold them tickets, when in fact he has never been off the train outside of his own station.1 Put another way, your soul can become cauterized by handling the truth, so that you no longer feel it. Today many “Christians” do not back up what they say though they have been shouting the truth with apparent accuracy and fidelity for years.


Jesus was not like that. Neither are those who truly and fully follow him. Their sermons are like thunder because their lives are like lightning. Jesus’ passion, his feeling, fired his message. So intense was his feeling that he wept over the impenitent city of Jerusalem (Matthew 23:37; Luke 19:41, 42). He was infused with a passionate zeal to communicate because he cared. This does not mean that he shouted like a loud, bawling orator (though we can be sure there were times when he shouted), but that there was intense feeling in what he said. Passion can be communicated as easily in a whisper as in a shout.


Jesus was the most truly passionate man in history because he believed more than any other in his message. He knew what was in the heart of man, and he knew the eternal issues that rest in moral choices. He was sublimely passionate, and this is why he was so supremely successful in his preaching of the gospel of repentance and belief. This is also why the four fishermen (Peter, Andrew, James, and John) followed him to become fishers of men and so transcended their provincial world and became apostolic in heart and life.


Christ’s Authority: His Marvelous Preaching (vv. 21, 22)


Now in the text before us, with the four eager apostles in tow, Jesus intensified his ministry. What we have is Peter’s eyewitness account as given to Mark. “And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath he entered the synagogue and was teaching. And they were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one who had authority, and not as the scribes.” Capernaum was a small town on the upper northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee, about two miles from where the Jordan flowed into the lake. Those who visit Capernaum today can view the remains of a second-century synagogue that may well have been built on the sight of the original synagogue in which Jesus preached. Whatever the case, the congregation in Jesus’ day was made up of humble townsfolk: fishermen, merchants, craftsmen, laborers and their wives. They participated in the praisings, the blessings, the prayers, and the reading of the Law and Prophets while they eagerly awaited the expected sermon from the Nazarene who had been causing such a stir in the countryside. And they were not to be disappointed. The text says in verse 22 that they “were astonished at his teaching.” Literally the word means “to strike with panic or shock.”2 It means that his preaching struck them like a blow. Barclay renders it that they were left “thunderstruck.”3 Jesus’ preaching carried a powerful punch.


Of course, much of this was due to his ethos and pathos. He was so real, so true, so utterly, passionately sincere. But as important as these factors were, the text places the responsibility for his success on his logos, his word: “for he taught them as one who had authority, and not as the scribes.” The scribes, who were largely Pharisees, were in bondage to quotation marks—they loved to quote the authorities. “Rabbi Hillel says . . . But on the other hand Gamaliel says . . . Then there is Rabbi Eleazar’s testimony . . .” It was secondhand theology! Their labyrinthine, petty, legalistic distinctions were boring, with no spontaneity, no joy!


When Jesus spoke, it was just the opposite. There were few quotation marks. His style was, “You have heard that it was said . . . But I say to you” (cf. Matthew 5:21, 22, 27, 28; 7:28, 29). He preached God’s Word, not about God’s Word. He explained the Law and the Prophets. He was clear and simple, as all great preachers of the Word have been (and are). He did not say, “I am the eschatological manifestation of the Ground of Being, the kerygma in which you will find your ultimate being, if you are supralapsarian, making no excuse, agreeing that God had decreed pre-cooking Adam’s goose!”


Once Harry Ironside was greeted by a visitor who said he had enjoyed the service, although he did not think Ironside was a great preacher. Ironside replied, “I know that I’m not a great preacher. But what about my preaching brought you to that conclusion?” The man answered, “I understood everything you said.” This was an unwitting confession of one of the reasons for Ironside’s greatness. When Jesus preached the Word, he was clear and painfully direct in his application, as we see again and again in the Gospels. The conclusion there in Capernaum was that “he taught them as one who had authority.” What would have been our conclusion if we were there? We would have been thunderstruck!


What a lesson to the four new fishers of men! To be sure, they did not sit down and analyze the situation in classical categories. But they learned by his example. They knew he was genuine. They knew he passionately cared. They saw how he handled God’s Word, preaching it clearly. As they ministered in the name and example of Christ they would experience miraculous power, for the Holy Spirit is pleased to use such messengers.


Dr. Barnhouse told about riding in a car with a friend when the subject of music came up.


“What’s your favorite symphony?” the friend asked.


“Brahams’ First” was Dr. Barnhouse’s reply.


“How does it go?”


Dr. Barnhouse began to whistle the main theme of the symphony.


“Then suddenly,” he recalled, “I was overcome with how ridiculous it was that I should be trying to communicate that great musical composition with my weak whistle.


“But by the wonder of the human brain, my weak whistle was changed in my friend’s mind into the strings and percussion and brass of the full symphony orchestra.”


Then he applied the experience to his teaching.


“Every time I stand up to teach the Bible, I’m overcome with how ridiculous it is that I should be trying to communicate God’s Word to the class.


“It would be hopeless, except for one thing: the Holy Spirit is in me, teaching through me; and He is also in the men and women in my class who listen. So He turns my weak little whistle into the full symphony of God’s revelation in their minds and lives.”4


If we want to communicate in our walk and talk, God’s authority must be part of our life. We need not so much to possess the message, but rather to let the message possess us. If we want people to see that it is real, we need to be passionate about it and speak the Word clearly. Then there will be power, authority, and life in the communication between son and daughter, between parent and child, between teacher and student, between employer and employee.


Christ’s Authority: His Miraculous Power (vv. 23–26)


We do not know when the opposition came or who the opposer was, but as the people sat thunderstruck by Jesus’ teaching, “immediately there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, ‘What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God’” (vv. 23, 24). The light of Jesus’ teaching was too much for the evil of a demonized life. Just as foul things scurry from the light when you lift a stone, evil spirits who love darkness recoil from the light. It is very possible to recognize Jesus for who he is and hate him all the more. This is what was happening here. This man wanted nothing to do with Christ. The demon’s shriek was full of malevolent aggression. His opening burst, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth?” was a common Old Testament formula that was roughly equivalent to, “You have no business with us yet!”5 The evil spirit wanted Jesus to go away.


The next phrase, stated as a question (“Have you come to destroy us?”), was really a defiant assertion: “You have come to destroy us!”6 The demon realized the menace of Christ and cried with an instinctive expression of dread. He wanted Jesus to disappear, for he knew that Jesus would destroy him. Note his dramatic, final cry: “I know who you are—the Holy One of God!” (v. 24). Rather than being a submissive attempt to palliate Christ, this was a frantic attempt to bring the Lord under his power. We know this because the idea was widespread at that time that “the exact knowledge of the other’s name brought mastery or control over him.”7 This was an ill-informed attempt to control Christ.


From this encounter we know without doubt that whenever the authority of Christ, the Son of God, is invoked in preaching or teaching, there is a violent confrontation with the evil spirits who possess men’s souls and rule their lives. This is what Billy Graham and other world evangelists experience as they minister around the globe, and will continue to experience as long as they hold Christ high. This is what those who are opposing pornography and other moral evils of our day as contrary to the good news of Christ will reap in the days and years to come. The foul creatures under the stones do not like to be disturbed.


I especially want us to see that this demonized man was completely under the sway of evil. His personality had been damaged to the point that the demonic spirit usurped the core of his self and even utilized his voice. Satan always tries to imitate God. Christ came to earth in human flesh and now dwells within us by the Spirit. Aping God, Satan fabricates incarnations through his spirits. This man was lost, a kennel for the malevolent spirits of fallen angels. He was literally “in an unclean spirit” (v. 23, Greek). The moral nature of the unclean spirit fused with his, so that he was coarse, filthy, and base within. So fully was he under the command of evil that he renounced all interest in Christ, saying, “You have no business with me yet! Go away!” Moreover, his religious and cultural associations had done him no good. He was absolutely helpless. This does not mean he was as morally evil as he could be or as some who were not demonized (men and women are quite capable of the deepest evil all by themselves!), but that he was completely under Satan’s power.


Christ had been challenged. Very likely there was stone-silence for a moment in that synagogue by the sea. Perhaps the lapping water could be heard. Then Jesus responded. “But Jesus rebuked him, saying, ‘Be silent [literally, be muzzled], and come out of him!’ And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a loud voice, came out of him” (vv. 25, 26). The poor man was racked with violent convulsions before the horror-stricken congregation, and the demon departed with an inarticulate howling, having been forbidden to say another word. The hopeless man who had rolled before them in dust and despair rose to wholeness, joy, and peace.


There is hope for the worst of us. You (or someone you know) may have the hardest heart in the nation. To you and everyone else it appears impenetrable, irredeemable, impossible. Chances are if you have the hardest heart in the city it is a religious heart. You may have the proudest will—a damned will in the full sense of the word—bloodied, unbowed, unbroken, condemned. Since you were a young child you have never given in to anyone, not even your parents or your mate. Yet there is great hope for you! Christ can free you from the evil that has you in bondage.


What we learn from Christ’s action is that his gospel of love and power is for all, even the least and the worst of us. Do you think yourself least likely? Know this: Jesus rejoices to change your life with a word. And he will if you will come to him. Will you?


The text considered in this chapter shows four new fishers of men under the authority of Christ. These four recruits saw the people thunderstruck at his teaching, “for he taught them as one who had authority, and not as the scribes.” As time progressed, they put this authority to use in their lives. Think of Peter at Pentecost! Think of his ethos, his pathos, and his logos. He preached in the authority of Christ and in the power of the Holy Spirit, and thousands were changed. These four recruits saw the demoniac healed and came to see that he was a symbol of the great things God would do through them.


We are the Church, the Body of Christ, which by definition has to do with those who have been indwelt by the Spirit of God. Our lives are to speak God’s Word authoritatively. Not only that, but as the Church of Christ we are to be involved in deliverance from sin. Christ calls his followers to minister in his authority.


Among our Lord’s final words were these: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:18–20).


Jesus is with us! His authority rests with his Church! Let us possess and use it with humility and energy.
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The Heart of the Healer


MARK 1:29–39
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I WOULD LIKE TO HAVE BEEN THERE that Sabbath day in Capernaum among the thunderstruck congregation in the synagogue. I would like to have been the synagogue mouse and heard Jesus speak with unparalleled authority: “You have heard that it was said . . . but I say to you . . .” I would like to have heard his intonation delicately nuanced so as to carry the greatest punch. I would like to have seen the changes of expression that played across his face as he spoke. I would like to have heard the startled gasps of the congregation as the preternatural voice of a demon challenged Jesus, and then was cast out with an imperial word. How I would like to have heard the conversations that followed in Capernaum that Sabbath afternoon.


Most of all, I would like to have spent the day with Jesus to see as much of his great ministry and heart as possible, for then my finite heart would have taken on some eternal dimensions. Fortunately, through the medium of Holy Scripture we can partially do this. In this chapter we are going to spend the Sabbath and the following Lord’s day with Jesus—inside the heart of the Healer.


Jesus’ Heart: The Healing of Peter’s Mother-in-law (vv. 29–31)


The four new fishers of men must have nearly danced from the synagogue when they accompanied their Master to Peter’s house for the Sabbath meal. They had been bowled over by what they had seen and heard. It was customary to take the main Sabbath meal immediately after synagogue, at the sixth hour (noon).1 What they found is described in verses 29, 30: “And immediately he left the synagogue and entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John. Now Simon’s mother-in-law lay ill with a fever, and immediately they told him about her.” Instead of a delicious, hot Sabbath feast, they found a sick cook. This is no way to return from church, especially if you are the preacher!


Peter probably had no idea she was ill when he invited the Master and his friends over. But there she was, sick with a fever. The woman most likely was not gravely ill, but incapacitated. A fever (or “fire” as the text literally says) made her feel too sick to do anything.


Verse 31 recounts what happened: “And [Jesus] came and took her by the hand and lifted her up, and the fever left her, and she began to serve them.” Note the manner in which Jesus healed her. Luke says in the parallel account that he stood over her and rebuked the fever (Luke 4:39). Matthew (8:15) says he touched her. Here in Mark we read that he “took her by the hand.” Thus, we have a composite picture of Christ standing close to her bed, taking her by the hand, rebuking the fever, and gently raising her up before Peter and his wide-eyed friends.


The point is, Jesus could have healed her any way he pleased. The Gospels reveal that at times he did miracles with a simple word or with something as complicated as clay made with spittle and the instruction to wash in Siloam. He could do them any way he wished. The reasons for the different ways in which he healed rested in the mental and moral condition of the people themselves and what he wanted to communicate. Here his reaching down and taking a dear woman by the hand was simply a natural, instinctive action springing from Jesus’ sympathetic love. Later Jesus did virtually the same thing with a leper (1:41), something unheard of in his time.


Jesus’ extended hand was simply an expression of his genuine love and his desire to tenderly meet the woman’s need. It was “a condensation . . . of the very principle of the Incarnation.”2 Jesus’ touch tells us volumes about what he is like and how much he loves us. To touch us in healing and in love—that is his instinctive way—the way of his healing heart. This is what he wants to do with each soul, both those who do not know Jesus and those who do, all who need a touch of grace. What a balm this ought to be to our hearts.


We see the woman’s heart response too, in that she immediately got up and “began to serve them.” This is the telltale sign of everyone who has truly received the healing touch of Christ. Our response to him should be like that of the talkative woman who received Christ under C. H. Spurgeon’s ministry and said, “Oh, Mr. Spurgeon, Christ has changed my life—and he shall never hear the end of it!”


That must have been a great meal! It was great because she did her best with whatever she had. But it was also great because of the way it was served. Most of all, it was great because of the excitement. “Come here, my daughter, and you, my son-in-law. Feel my forehead. You too, James and John. I was on fire, burning up, and I became well. I’ve never felt better! The Lord be praised!” The shouts and laughter could be heard all around the Sabbath-quieted streets of Capernaum, and they continued all afternoon until the shadows began to lengthen.


Jesus’ Heart: The Healings at Night (vv. 32–34)


As evening approached, an unmistakable air of anticipation settled over Capernaum, for with the conclusion of Sabbath, the ill and deranged could be carried to Jesus. A delectable tenseness blanketed the town and the countryside as they waited for nightfall. The law said the Sabbath ended when three stars came out in the night sky. So when the sun had set and the stars were blinking clearly above, the people came. Verses 32, 33 give us the picture: “That evening at sundown they brought to him all who were sick or oppressed by demons. And the whole city was gathered together at the door.” The tenses indicate case after case arriving at the door, so that finally there was a surging mass of crippled and diseased with their friends. The press must have been threatening and the odor of the ill overpowering.


Jesus’ heart naturally responded in healing power: “And he healed many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons. And he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him” (v. 34). What a wonderful evening! The demons fled pell-mell from his presence, and the bed-ridden were tossing their mattresses and crutches into the air. The comatose were lucid and talking. The onlookers were in a state of frenzied joy. The sounds carried far out over the waters of the Sea of Galilee.


Marvelous as it was, we should not be naive about what was going on here: most of the people who came simply wanted something from Jesus. There is a reasonable sense in which we cannot blame them. Anyone who has an ongoing disability can certainly sympathize with them. At the same time, they tragically foreshadowed millions of people across the centuries who have only wanted Christ for what they hoped to receive from him. Jesus addressed those with this motive after he fed the five thousand, saying, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you are seeking me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves” (John 6:26). They cared little about the spiritual implications of Jesus’ miracles and teaching, but much about the material and temporal. That is the way it was in Capernaum. How nice it would be to have a Jesus to heal us when we have a fever, to make us wealthy, and to give us prestige. Unfortunately, for every prayer that goes up in prosperity, ten thousand go up in adversity. It is natural to want a magic Jesus. But we must always remember that God is not someone to be used. He is to be loved, worshiped, and served regardless of what comes in this world.


Jesus was being used by man, but it is against this reality that we see his heart, for he genuinely cared about the physical plight of the people whatever their motivations. He hoped to direct some to spiritual reality through his touch. So he lovingly and gently healed them. Not only do we see this, but we also observe that the Savior’s healing heart was tireless in its ministrations.


One of the most moving pictures of Jesus was when he sank in exhaustion by the well in Sychar. He had been ministering for days to increasingly demanding crowds in the wilderness of Judea. When he was away from the crowds, he was surrounded by his needy, ignorant disciples. He could barely find a minute to himself. When he came to the well, he was far more mentally and physically weary than his disciples. So he sent the Twelve into town for groceries and sat down by the well. How good it felt—the noonday sun, being alone, no questions to answer, no Peter! Then he heard the footfall of the needy Samaritan woman. How easy it would be to feign sleep, how easy to rationalize away the opportunity. But not Jesus, for he launched into one of the most beautiful cases of spiritual aggression ever recorded! This same heart beat far into the night in Capernaum. This same heart beats for us today. Jesus tirelessly ministers to his own and to those he seeks to woo to himself.


A young man responded to Christ at the conclusion of one of my sermons saying, “I am the one with the unbroken will. Jesus has been pursuing me for years, and I want to give up. I want Christ to have my life.” Our tireless Jesus . . . that is the way he ministers to us. That is the kind of heart Jesus has.


Capernaum was exalted to Heaven that day, for deeds worthy of Heaven had been done in her. Children and unlearned parents would recount the deeds of this Sabbath with great detail in the years to come.


Jesus’ Heart: The Pre-Dawn Prayer (vv. 35–39)


But the story does not stop there, because that wonderful evening was followed by an equally wonderful Sunday morning, as verse 35 reveals: “And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed and went out to a desolate place, and there he prayed.” Jesus had gotten as much sleep as he desired, and he awoke. It was dark, and everyone was asleep in the house. He noiselessly stole out of the room and found his way to the street. Soon he was out of town and climbing a hillside to some remote spot, possibly a hidden hollow, where he lifted up his soul in ecstasy to the Father.


What did Jesus pray? To be sure, not exactly the same as we pray. Often many of us structure our prayer time with the acrostic ACTS (Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, Supplication). But not Jesus! There was never any confession, ever! But we can be sure there was plenty of adoration, thanksgiving, and petition. No doubt, Jesus prayed for himself. What lay before him was the greatest challenge ever conceived. He also prayed for his disciples one by one. Remember what he said to Peter? “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for you” (Luke 22:31, 32). Before the devil ever made his move, Christ had already prayed for Peter. And then, as the context tells us, Jesus prayed for the sinners around him. He saw what was in Capernaum, and he knew what he would encounter in coming days. So he prayed accordingly. Above all, there was the joy of exchange of soul between him and the Father.


E. Stanley Jones once described prayer as a “time exposure to God.”3 He used the analogy of his life being like a photographic plate that, when exposed to God, progressively bore the image of God in keeping with the length of exposure.


Jesus exposed his humanity to God, even though he needed no more of the fullness of God (Colossians 2:8, 9), being already the exact representation of his nature (Hebrews 1:3). He was wonderfully refreshed as his light was exposed to the Father’s light, his purity to the Father’s purity and holiness, his life to Life.


But there was also a human reason for Jesus’ prayers, for we must remember that though Jesus was God, he did not live his life as God apart from the Father, but rather as a man in dependence upon God. He said, “[T]he Son can do nothing of his own accord” (John 5:19) and “The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works” (John 14:10). Jesus depended upon the Father for his power!


One of the reasons Jesus did this was because he wants us to live our lives on the same basis. If Jesus prayed in order to live a godly life full of power, so must we! This is an overpowering argument. Jesus is the eternal God Incarnate, the Creator of all, who holds everything together by his power (Colossians 1:16). Yet, he still lived by and in prayer! I have heard people say they are so in tune with God that all of life is prayer, and therefore they do not need special times of prayer. But until they exceed the oneness of Christ with the Father, they cannot be right! Christ lived in the spirit of prayer, but he also needed regular times of prayer.


Prayer is the great necessity of our spiritual lives. We need to pray daily! We need to find times to get away alone. We need to get up early if necessary. Few of us are called to spend many hours in daily prayer, but all of us must spend some time. If it is impossible when the family is awake, pray before they get up. If you have no place you can do this at home, find a place to park your car on the way to work and pray in the anonymity of the passing traffic.


When I had small children, I had an office that was impossible to do anything in except greet people (it was in a trailer, and anytime the door opened, though the door was forty feet away, the floor of the trailer with its paper-thin walls shook). I could not think or pray in there, so daily I would get into my car and drive down to the local shopping center and park my car among the other cars. I would slouch down behind the wheel and pray. Or I would go to a local church, sit in the back, and pray. Nothing bothered me there. Or I would park my car along the way. We need to do this. It does not have to be hours and hours, but we need to pray! We must have that time exposure to God without interruption. Jesus did it, and we need to do it. Begin small, but do it.


Jesus was alone in his deserted place praying, but even there he was not safe. Like us, Jesus was interrupted: “And Simon and those who were with him searched for him, and they found him and said to him, ‘Everyone is looking for you’” (vv. 36, 37). They pursued him, and when they found him they mildly reproached him.4 The idea was, “Jesus, things are going great after last night. Let’s get back and capitalize on it!” But our Lord was not interested. “And he said to them, ‘Let us go on to the next towns, that I may preach there also, for that is why I came out.’ And he went throughout all Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and casting out demons” (vv. 38, 39).


The healing heart of Jesus was not as interested in physical healing as in spiritual healing. He refused to let his disciples or the people own him as their healer in Capernaum, but went out in the country preaching the gospel of belief and repentance. Jesus did heal people and still heals today. I have seen people healed when the elders of the church have, in accordance with James 5:13–15, obeyed the call of the ill and anointed him or her with oil and prayed in faith. God heals! But physical healings are temporal at best. What Jesus emphasized was the healing of the spirit of men in salvation and then healing from bitterness, hatred, lust, anger, gossip, and the like. Ultimately, the healing of the human spirit is eternal! This is where Jesus’ heart was!


That memorable Sabbath day and the Sunday following revealed wonderful things about the heart of the Healer, a heart of love and compassion. The outstretched hand to Simon’s mother-in-law revealed the reflex of Christ’s loving heart. This heart labored tirelessly to bring healing to needy men and women. This is still true today. His healing heart was (and is) a heart that lived (and lives) in prayer. In respect to us, his heart desires above all else that we experience the ultimate healing of the gospel.


To those who do not know Christ we hold up his healing heart. If you are not a believer, can there be anything more attractive than a heart that beats for you? As believers we need to permit the Holy Spirit to produce Christ’s heart in us. If you do not know the reality of the healing heart of Jesus, you can know it. Christ wants to bring his healing touch to your life.
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