




[image: 001]









[image: 001]









 FOREWORD


K9 EXPERT EDUCATION



If you have added a Siberian Husky to your family from a responsible breeder or a rescue group — or are planning to do so — congratulations! You have fallen in love with one of the most handsome and devoted breeds in all of dogdom.


Most fans of the breed are first seduced by the Siberian’s haunting eyes, but this dog is more than a good-looking, blue-eyed hunk. In fact, the Siberian’s eyes are not always blue. Brown eyes are equally common, as are dogs with one blue and one brown eye.


Besides his dramatic appearance, the Siberian is friendly, alert and energetic. Of course, no breed is perfect for every household so prospective owners need to be accepting of the Siberian’s idiosyncrasies.


This breed is incredibly gregarious and social. He needs the company of other dogs and his people pretty constantly. If you work all day, a second dog to keep him company would be a good plan. The Siberian also makes a terrible watch dog. While some Working Group breeds are one-man dogs, the Siberian loves everyone.


Whether your preference is for a black, gray or red dog with white markings – or even a solid white – this breed will put your vacuum cleaner to the test at least once a year when he sheds hair all over the house. Many owners prefer this annual coat blow to the year-round shedding of many other smooth-coated breeds.


On the downside, the Siberian can be a digging fool. If gardening is a hobby of yours, be sure to segregate the plants and shrubs. Having a garden and a dog are not mutually exclusive but you will have to be resourceful if you expect your Siberian to share the backyard.


The Siberian Husky is a majestic breed that really brings out dogdom’s link to wild wolves.
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 While affectionate with humans and social with other dogs, the Siberian still maintains predatory instincts and demonstrates them around small animals in and around the house, including cats, birds and rodents. If you keep these furry critters, you will have to protect them from the Sibe’s swift and sneaky hunting skills.


The Siberian adapts well to most suburban settings because he is a medium-sized dog. According to the American Kennel Club breed standard, males range from 21 inches to 23½ inches at the shoulder and 45 to 60 pounds; females reach 20 to 22 inches at the shoulder and 45 to 50 pounds. The standard has disqualifications in place to ensure that size does not creep up and compromise the breed’s agility on the trail.


While a reasonable size, the Siberian’s need for speed cannot be denied. He has a tremendous desire to run, and he must have this outlet but within safe, controlled boundaries. The Sibe is stubborn and independent so it falls on you to save him from himself. Sledding comes naturally to the breed and is the ideal way to let him burn off energy. During the dryer months in temperate climates, wheeled carts provide the Sibe an opportunity to pull in harness and continue a fitness regime all year long.


To see this breed joyfully pulling a sled is to witness him connecting with his time-honored past. It acknowledges tradition while giving your devoted companion much-needed exercise. Provide the Siberian a safe, happy outlet and you will be richly rewarded with a beautiful, steadfast friend to all of your family.
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With this Smart Owner’s Guide™, you are well on your way to getting your husky diploma.


But your Siberian Husky education doesn’t end here.


You’re invited to join in Club Husky™ (DogChannel.com/Club-Husky), a FREE online site with lots of fun and instructive features such as:
• forums, blogs and profiles where you can connect with other husky owners

• downloadable charts and checklists to help you be a smart and loving Siberian Husky owner

• access to Siberian Husky e-cards and wallpapers 

• interactive games 

• canine quizzes 






The Smart Owner’s Guide series and Club Husky are backed by the experts at DOG FANCY® magazine and DogChannel.com — who have been providing trusted and up-to-date information about dogs and dog people for more than 40 years. Log on and join the club today!





 




Allan Reznik, 
Editor-at-Large, DOG FANCY











 CHAPTER 1


 THE BOLD & BEAUTIFUL
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The Siberian Husky has earned respect and an honest reputation throughout the world and across time. In northeast Siberia (Russia) and Alaska, this Northern breed has long been admired for his ability to travel long distances and transport loads through the snow. Even today, credit is given to this dog that goes the extra mile — whether he is a sled dog or stay-at-home pet.


So what are the Siberians’ traits that have won the hearts of sporting individuals and dog lovers alike, both then and now? Notable enthusiasts reveal the numerous facets of this breed’s highly complex personality and how it can befriend a human or another dog for an eternity.







 SIBERIAN SMARTS 


Siberian Husky breeder Pam Thomas of Elkhorn, Wisc., knows first and foremost that Siberians are alert and intelligent. “They are problem solvers,” she says. “They can actually solve problems.”
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Sleep is important to dogs; they do it for 12 to 14 hours a day. Studies have shown that people who sleep with their dog are less rested than those who keep their dog in her own bed. It is a known fact that a 35-pound husky can take up three-quarters of a king-sized bed. The best plan is for you to have your place while your dog has hers.





Thomas recalls one day when three of her Siberian Huskies were out in the backyard playing. “We had fenced off a new piece of grass so they couldn’t dig it up again,” she says. “One of the dogs got her rabies tag caught in the chicken wire [fence]. She tugged and tugged on it but couldn’t get it off.”


Nikko, another playmate and witness to this dilemma, came to the rescue. The 3-year-old dog walked over and yanked the tag a few times. Again, no success. She then leapt over the chicken wire [fence] and released the hook off the wire so that her Siberian pal was free. That’s just one feat of the smart Siberian Husky.







 WANTS TO BE INDEPENDENT 


Most Siberian Husky owners realize that this Northern breed is also independent. In other words, Siberians are self reliant. If you’re looking for a one-person dog (such as a Brittany Spaniel), you had better keep looking, because the Siberian Husky’s free spirit will leave you howling. Siberians look out for No. 1.


“He’s a one-dog dog and that dog is himself,” says Siberian Husky breeder Del Goetz, owner of Wolfpack Kennels in Marin, Calif. “Yet he’s wise enough to know that his survival depends on interaction with his pack. The Siberian Husky will create his own well-rounded pack in his pursuit of happiness.”


That means they’re good with dogs, as well as people, be it a romp in the dog park or a trek in the snow. The wrinkle is that a Siberian doesn’t care if you go along or not. Nic Matulich, rescue coordinator of the Bay Area Siberian Husky Club of Campbell, Calif., explains: “I can have one of my friends come over and say, ‘Can I borrow this dog, this dog and that dog? And my Siberians would be out the door and in his car in a second.”


Some devoted Siberian Husky owners will even admit their dogs lack “passionate loyalty.” It’s not a big problem, though. Siberians have enough nonloyal passion to go around for everybody.







 LOVES TO BE SOCIAL 


OK, the Siberian isn’t the ever-loyal Labrador or poodle. However, this outgoing dog doesn’t fear strangers, be it the postman or pizza boy, and he greets guests and other dogs with open and welcome paws. In other words, there are no barkers here — just a very friendly and pack-oriented pal.


◆ Very Friendly Fidos: True, the husky is a worthless watchdog — definitely not the breed to be counted on to participate in the neighborhood watch group. He will, however, watch a house burglar take your TV, stereo and, as the burglar walks out the door, will remind him that “you forgot the jewelry in the bedroom.” It’s simply part of the breed’s good-nature.
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When your husky is an adolescent (between 9 months and 1 year of age), her ancient lupine heritage may nudge her to make a bid for leadership in the home. It’s also during this time when aggressive behavior can develop if the owners do not respond appropriately to the challenge. During this period, it’s important that you be particularly steadfast. If your dog seems to be dominant toward only one person in the family, let that person take over the feeding and walking duties, if possible. This will help create a trusting bond between that person and your Siberian.
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Meet other Siberian owners just like you. On our Siberian forums, you can chat about your Siberian Husky and ask other owners for advice on training, health issues and anything else about your favorite dog breed. Log onto DogChannel.com/Club-Husky for details!





 “One of the most important things is that Siberians are very affectionate and loving,” Goetz says. “They’re very sensitive. If I’ve had a bad day and they knew I was stressed, they would be very solicitous of me and lick my face. They know when love is needed because they are sensitive.”


◆ Pack-Oriented Pooches: Not only are Siberian Huskies people lovers but they are also dog lovers. “They are innately pack-oriented,” Thomas says. “If you watch a group of Siberians that has been raised together, the dogs function like a pack — just like a wolf pack.”


Goetz agrees. She has studied her Siberian Huskies over the years by closely monitoring their unique domestic dog pack conduct. No doubt, her domestic pack of American Kennel Club purebred dogs actually behaves uncannily the same as wolves do in the wild.


A researcher at heart, since 1978 Goetz has noticed wolf-life resemblances in her pack of Siberian Huskies while training them for show, obedience and sled-dog racing. As she spoke with other dog enthusiasts who also owned large groups of dogs, she quickly learned that she, too, was the owner of something quite incredible. The behavior of dogs in a pack is very different from the behavior of one or two dogs in a family household. Some canine observers believe that when dogs are among other dogs in a group, their senses are heightened to such a degree that they demonstrate more feral behavior.
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 NOTABLE & QUOTABLE


Siberians need freedom to run around and explore. A mile of exercise every other day might be enough to keep them calm and fulfilled. On the other hand, if you run your dog five miles, don’t expect him to stay quietly in the house while you go to work. He will be pumped up and somewhat upset about suddenly being alone. There will be no place for him to go but through the wall!


 — dog trainer Steve Diller from Westchester, N.Y.





 




 TENDS TO BE STRONG WILLED 


The Siberian Husky has been called “stubborn” and “headstrong” by some, which overlap with his independent nature and extraordinary intelligence. “The best way to explain this is to do so with a description of the sled-dog team,” Matulich says. “You have a sled dog that is working up front, a driver in the back. If the driver is telling him to go forward and there’s a hazard [on the trail], be it a crevice or thin ice, the dog has to be able to disobey the driver.” That’s where the Siberian’s strong will can be a godsend.


Siberians also learn things quickly “but if you keep drilling them, they’ll become bored,” Matulich says. “You may never get them to do it again, just simply because they have an obstinate streak in them for avoiding boredom.”
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Proper kenneling, fencing and strategic landscaping combined with exercise, attention and supervision can prevent your husky from becoming part of the estimated one-in-three dogs who gets lost during her lifetime, most of who never finds her way home.





The Siberian Husky needs plenty of outdoor time to burn off his excess energy.
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Huskies really like to dig! This habit likely stems from the husky’s instinct to dig a burrow in the ground to keep warm while resting on the snow-covered tundra. Digging in dirt is far better than digging in snow; it’s much warmer! If you are willing either to leave your landscaping to chance or to provide your dog with an area of the yard in which to dig, then this should not be a problem. However, if you think this will really bother you and that you will spend most of your time being angry at your dog, then look for another breed.





Playing with toys may be the key. Then again, maybe not. Sometimes Siberian Huskies want the toy that they want and they’re not going to let you have it. If you try to get it, they’re going to get it back.







 LOVES TO RUN 


Of all the traits common in the Siberian, the most well known is this Northern breed’s desire to run. Why the need to run? According to some breed experts, this need can be explained in one word: genetics. It’s in their blood, they say. Others claim the Siberian to be instinctually territorial, and given the opportunity, he will roam long distances to build a territory.


Goetz recalls the one time two of her Siberians did just that. As the story goes, her tenant had inadvertently left the back gate open and two of Goetz’s dogs escaped from the confines of her yard. The duo headed for Muir Woods, a nearby park.


When Goetz called the park rangers and inquired about her wayward dogs, they casually reported, “Oh yeah, we saw Flower and Chudtka crossing the parking lot about 10 minutes ago.” Knowing where this course would take her dogs, Goetz proceeded to Muir Beach. Passersby told her that “the dogs went that-a-way” as they pointed in the direction of the pair’s paw prints in the sand. “I then saw them go up the hill in the distance,” Goetz recalls. “I was shouting at them in the wind, but they didn’t hear me.”


So Goetz followed the two down the highway … yet still no dogs. Frustrated, she gave up the chase and headed home, and there, innocently sitting at the gate were her two adventuring Siberians. “They did a 13½-mile loop in less than two hours,” Goetz says.


Thomas has caught her Siberians on the run, too. She says they’ll take the puppies out on the trail, so they can watch the big dogs getting hooked up to the sled. “When the team leaves the yard, we turn the puppies loose,” Thomas says. “They will run half a mile trying to catch up.”







 THWARTING THE ESCAPE ARTIST 


Since the Siberian Husky ranks as one of dogdom’s most skilled escape artists, you will need to know how to keep him from hitting the road. Kennel and yard fencing materials vary widely, with some working better than others for confining a husky. Here are some common examples.


◆ Aluminum: Most of today’s wrought-iron-looking fences are actually aluminum. Sold in a number of eye-catching designs and colors, aluminum affords a serviceable fence that adds class to any home.


Siberian Huskies aren’t dogs that like to sit around. They are always looking for a place to run.
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◆ Chain Link: This woven wire fencing gives rather than bends upon moderate impact, helping it maintain shape and appearance. Available in different thicknesses, or gauges, chain link is a favorite for kennels and perimeter fencing.


◆ Landscape Fences: Thick hedges and bushes with 2- to 3-foot high wire or plastic fencing hidden at the base can make a surprisingly effective, neighbor-friendly barrier, which is particularly valuable in “no-fence” areas.


◆ Underground electric: Useful in no-fence areas or on large properties, underground fences employ a collar that delivers an electric shock when a dog crosses the wire. These provide limited security unless combined with a physical fence.


◆ Vinyl: Vinyl fencing has become widespread in recent years. Sold in several colors, vinyl fencing usually comes in 4- to 5-foot long panels that require a stepped placement on sloping ground. Beautiful and low maintenance, vinyl offers an excellent fencing option.


◆ Welded Wire: Very thick wire that’s securely welded makes an excellent kennel. Thinner gauged, welded-wire fencing, often used for livestock, can bend when a dog jumps against it.


◆ Wood: Treated lumber, cedar and redwood present popular choices for fencing. Attractive and workable into many styles, wood provides a strong barrier against escape-prone huskies.
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Your Siberian Husky is probably a big fan of cold weather. Unless you live in Antarctica, chances are she’ll have to tolerate warmer temperatures for at least part of the year. Keep her cool during those dog days with these tips:
• Provide supervised access to a plastic kiddie pool filled with water.

• Buy several bags of ice and make a big ice pile for her to play in.

• Set up a sprinkler on your lawn and let her run through.

• Make a cool spot in your yard where she is allowed to dig.

• Fill stuffable dog toys with kibble moistened in beef or chicken-flavored water and freeze them. Then, give your dog the resulting “toysicles.”














 DIFFICULT NOT TO LOVE 


Despite his desires to run free, the Siberian Husky most of all captures the hearts of people everywhere. Perhaps it’s his free spirit and energy that dog lovers admire. With his brains, autonomy, gentle spirit, perseverance and zest for life, who could resist the lovable Siberian Husky?



 NOTABLE & QUOTABLE


Most behavioral problems occur if the dog is bored or neglected. Give him something to do. Huskies need daily exercise, but this is not a high-energy dog. My dogs do fine with a couple of hours a day in a large fenced yard.


 – breeder Judy Russell from Davisburg, Mich.
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Show your artistic side. Share photos, videos and artwork of your favorite breed on Club Husky. You can also submit jokes, riddles and even poetry about Siberian Huskies. Browse through our various galleries and see the talent of fellow Siberian owners. Go to DogChannel.com/Club-Husky and click on “Galleries” to get started.





True Tails



Psychic Dog Pack


According to Del Goetz, owner of Wolfpack Kennels in Marin, Calif., her Siberians can often sense upcoming natural events, such as thunderstorms and earthquakes. Goetz adamantly proclaims the validity of these predictions, and supposedly, these dogs’ sensory capabilities have been right on the mark.


Within a pack, a Siberian Husky’s behavior becomes more complex prior to these natural phenomena, especially before an earthquake. Throughout the years, Goetz has distinguished between the dog’s various behaviors, and as a result, is able to predict whether it is an earthquake or a thunderstorm that is affecting the dogs’ moods.


Ever since the Oct. 17, 1989, Loma Prieta earthquake that rumbled through the San Francisco Bay area, Goetz believes her dogs’ behavior — from an increase in activity to more poop than usual! — may be a way to predict if an earthquake is going to hit and at what magnitude.


Claiming that she has an estimated 60- to 75-percent success rate for earthquake prediction, Goetz also says her Siberians give a 100-percent accurate weather report if a thunderstorm is building on the distant horizon. “I’ve found that if a thunderstorm is coming our way, the dogs get nervous and show a lot more nervous energy,” she says. “They’ll be more active, argumentative and be aggressive toward one another.” The dogs also want to be inside and close to Goetz.


Is dog pack behavior a reliable weather predictor? John C. Wright, Ph.D., a professor of psychology at Mercer University in Macon, Ga., answers: “It’s probably true that the dogs are detecting something before we are, but that can be explained just by the fact that some of the dogs’ senses are a little more efficient at low-stimulus levels than ours.”


Wright adds that a phenomenon called “social facilitation” can be applied to Goetz’s pack of Siberians. This term simply means that when a dog is doing something that he normally does easily, he will do it more effectively in the presence of another dog. The pack environment increases the dog’s abilities.





Siberian Huskies may be independent, but they are not loners. They enjoy being around other dogs and people.
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THE SIBERIAN IN SHORT 
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Smart and hard-working, the Siberian Husky is more than just a sled puller.



COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: Russia (Siberia)



WHAT HIS FRIENDS CALL HIM: Balto, Denali, Mushy, Yukon Jack



SIZE: standing 20 to 23½ inches at the shoulders, weighing 45 to 60 pounds



COAT & COLOR: double coat, medium length, straight outer, dense under. Any color ranging from black to white with a variety of markings.



PERSONALITY TRAITS: This breed is known to be active, lively, friendly, outgoing and independent. They make wonderful family dogs but are not one-person dogs.



WITH KIDS: Siberian Huskies are good with children, but it is best when the child’s energy level matches the dog’s.



WITH OTHER ANIMALS: This breed is good with other dogs but not with smaller household pets.



ENERGY LEVEL: high



EXERCISE NEEDS: Adequate exercise is a must, to burn off excess energy.



GROOMING NEEDS: Siberian Huskies shed heavily multiple times a year and need to be brushed about three times a week.



TRAINING NEEDS: These very intelligent dogs enjoy the challenge of learning new things.



LIVING ENVIRONMENT: These are not city dogs; they need a fenced yard in a suburban or rural area.



LIFESPAN: 12 or more years












 CHAPTER 2


THE HUSKY’S HISTORY
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Several thousand years ago, primitive Eskimo-like tribes in Siberia, Russia, used dogs for specific functions in everyday life. These dogs were essential to the humans’ survival as they performed vital tasks, which included accompanying the hunters, scenting trails and helping to transport food back to the villages. Each tribe had its own specific type, which at this point was a precursor to a specific breed of dog, but all of the Northern dogs were similar in the sense of being jackal-type dogs that, at one time, had been crossbred with Arctic wolves. Of course, this was thousands of years ago, and through careful breeding and maintenance of pure bloodlines, the “wolf” was bred out of the dog. The purebred Siberian Husky of today is not a wild wolf hybrid, as anyone close to the breed will attest, but a beautiful, friendly, tractable, wonderful dog in pet and working capacities.


In Siberia, the ancestors of the husky were originally used for hunting — until another use for them evolved. Each tribe bred and maintained its own specific type of dog. These Northern dogs eventually evolved into the distinct breeds that we know today: Alaskan Malamute, American Eskimo Dog and Samoyed, to name a few.


The Chukchi tribe is credited with the origination of the dog that we have come to know as the Siberian Husky. The Chukchis inhabited the part of Siberia closest to Alaska, at a time when the climate was not so harsh. When weather conditions changed for the worse, the tribe was forced to venture farther from their settlement to find food. The tribe lived inland, but they came to depend on the sea for food. Thus arose the necessity for a method of transporting the food over the considerable distance, and the sled became that ever-important method of transport. Hence, the “sled dog” was born! In addition to accompanying the tribesmen to the sea and bringing home food, the sled dogs were used for transporting goods and trading between tribes, and for hauling the tribe’s possessions if they had to relocate to a more hospitable region.


The husky, then referred to as the Siberian Chukchi, or simply the Chukchi, was bred mainly for endurance rather than for speed or strength. The dogs were bred specifically to pull light loads at medium speeds; heavier loads required teams of dogs. The most important trait was that they were able to withstand the long distances and transport their cargo intact. The dogs had to be very energy efficient in that they had to perform their task with as little effort as possible; they needed to have energy left over to keep their bodies warm in the below-freezing temperatures.
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