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    EPISODE 1
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SHOOTING STAR
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    Astrolabius Winter had never been so excited in all his life. He had been awake since the early hours of the morning and lay restlessly in his bed. Sleep was completely out of the question. He had been looking forward to this day for weeks. Today he would move to the moon with his parents and his little sister! As it was still dark, Astrolabius could see the moon clearly. The time had finally come when he would soon be living up there! He could remember how happy he had been when he had first found out about the move a few weeks ago.

    
			His father Marvin was coming home from work, while his mother Lilly was in the kitchen preparing dinner. Astrolabius and his sister Claire were playing with the little space station he had got for his birthday.

			  

			
			Marvin sat down at the table, called everyone over and said happily, "My amazing family, I have a big surprise to announce! The preparations are finally complete, and soon I won't have to work on the Lunar Station without you! Pack your bags, we're moving to the moon!" 

			  

			
			
			Astrolabius was completely surprised and couldn't believe it. He had loved the moon since he was a child. He had often spent nights staring at the sky, imagining what it would be like up there. When his father came home briefly between the many weeks of building the Lunar Station, he would tell Astro what he had been working on. Sometimes it sounded terribly exhausting to Astrolabius. But then his father would tell him how much fun it could be. Astrolabius enjoyed listening to him and could listen for hours on end.

			  

			
			Astro’s room was full of things from space. He had glowing star wallpaper, a miniature rocket and so many toy astronauts that he could hardly count them all. Even his bed was shaped like a rocket. Sometimes, when he couldn't fall asleep, he would take his rocket bed and fly off in his mind to galaxies far, far away and have many exciting adventures.

			  

			
			Of course, he couldn't take all his things with him to the Lunar Station. His father told him that there was only room for one suitcase per passenger in the rocket to the moon, so he would have to choose carefully. Astrolabius thought out aloud: "What do you need on the moon?"

			
			He spread out all his toys on the bed and reached for his favourite astronaut in the white spacesuit.

      [image: ]

      
  		"You're definitely coming with me! I'll totally need an astronaut on the moon." After Astro had packed everything that he could take, he felt a little sad: "I'd love to take you all with me, but don't worry, you'll soon have a nice new home.

			  

			
			Astro's home was already empty, except for a few pieces of furniture. Astrolabius gave his remaining toys to his best friend Emil, where they were in good hands. Of course he would miss his old school, here on Alpha Prime, and his friends, but the moon was waiting for him.

			  

			
			At last, he heard some noises in the kitchen. Astrolabius jumped out of bed and ran down the stairs, excited and overjoyed. He leapt the last three steps in one bound, hit the floor with a loud thud and stumbled into the kitchen, laughing. His father was sitting sleepily at the table reading the newspaper, which he dropped in shock at the sound of the impact.

			  

			
			"Well, my little Astro, you're really excited!"

			
			"Yes, I am! When are we leaving, dad?" asked Astrolabius impatiently.

			
			"We're leaving in a few minutes!"

			
      [image: ]

      
			The Winter family eventually made their way to the launch site. The rocket was so big that Astrolabius had to tilt his head far back to see all the way to the top. It was even more beautiful than the photos that his dad had shown him.

			  

			
			They took a lift to the entrance of the rocket, and when they were standing right in front of it, his father asked: "Have I promised you too much, Astro?" Astrolabius could only shake his head, speechless. He had been looking forward to this moment for weeks, and now it was finally happening! The airlocks opened with a loud hiss. A friendly astronaut showed the family to their cabin. The compartment had two benches facing each other and, to Astro's delight, a huge round window. This meant he could watch the launch, the flight, everything, very closely.

			
			
			The astronaut asked the family members to put on their spacesuits as they were about to leave. Astro had been allowed to try his on at home and he felt like a real astronaut in it. He would have loved to have run around in it all day, but his father didn't want it to get damaged. But now the moment had come. He was finally sitting in the rocket, wearing his space suit!

			  

			
			The minutes passed and Astrolabius shifted nervously in his seat, he could hardly wait. Then, finally, the countdown.

			
			  

					"10 ... 9 ... 8 ...",

					he held his breath in the meantime.

					  

					"7 ... 6 ... 5 ...", 

					his little sister, who was sitting next to him, grabbed his hand.

					  

					»"4 ... 3 ... 2 ...",

					he squeezed her hand.

					  

					"1 ... Go!"

			  

			
			The rocket lifted off and Astrolabius and his family were pushed into their seats. They shot up into the sky, and the world below them grew smaller and smaller, until only patches of green and blue and long veils of white cloud could be seen. Astro's father waved from the window and said, "Say goodbye to Alpha Prime. The moon is calling!"

			
			As the rocket left the atmosphere, it became very quiet. Astro had never seen anything so beautiful. His father explained the route to the family once again: "As you all know, our first destination is the space station Orbit Alpha. From there we'll go to the moon."« 

			  

			
			Orbit Alpha, how those two words sounded. Like an adventure, like fun, like astronauts and space! Orbit Alpha was like a big airport, an airport floating in space. From there it was only a stone's throw to the moon. The family first had to go through check-in and all the other transfer procedures, which was particularly difficult for Astrolabius and Claire. They were bursting with curiosity and could barely wait.

			
			They hurried off the rocket in Orbit Alpha and went to the check-in desk, where a station employee said: "You can take off your helmets now, you're in a safe zone, please put your luggage on the conveyor belt and show me your tickets!"

			
			Astrolabius asked impatiently: "When are we going to leave for the moon?" The woman smiled at him and replied: "You'll have to be patient, but your shuttle will soon be ready at Terminal 1!"

			
			His father put a hand on his shoulder: "Why don't you have a look around, Astro? I'm sure there's a lot to discover on Orbit Alpha."

			
			Astrolabius was delighted and was about to leave when his mother said: "Take your sister with you. Meet us at Terminal 1 in an hour and please take care!"

			
			Astrolabius nodded, then took Claire by the hand and pointed to a glowing sign at the end of the long corridor.

			
			"Whoever gets to the sign first!" They ran off.

			
			As Astro was much bigger than his sister, he was naturally the first to reach the sign. She came running and Astro picked her up and spun her around.

			
			"You're really fast, Claire!"

			
			His sister laughed and when Astro put her back on the floor she ran straight to a small shop nearby. She pressed her face against the glass and Astro realised why she liked this little shop so much. The shop was full of sweets. The most colourful and beautiful that Claire and Astrolabius had ever seen. They were shaped like planets and stars. Some were as big as footballs. Others were in pretty little boxes, and some were hanging from the ceiling. "Look how bright and shiny they are!" exclaimed Claire, bursting with joy.


			  

			
			Astrolabius searched his pockets, he had some change somewhere. "Come on, you can pick something out!" Claire didn't need to be told twice. She bounded into the small shop. Then she whirled through the shelves and stopped in front of the counter. There she fixed her gaze on a large lollipop that shone in every shade of blue and green imaginable. The woman behind the counter gave them both a friendly smile: "This lolly is modelled after Alpha Prime."« 

			
			She was wearing a shiny space suit, and her short hair was silver. She looked like she came from another planet. Astro chose a lollipop that resembled his favourite space object, the moon. They happily left the little shop. There was so much to discover on Orbit Alpha.

			  

			
			As they explored, Astro and Claire saw more  shops with things they had never seen before on Alpha Prime. One shop was full of funny space suits that glowed in all sorts of colours. Another shop sold rocks from other planets and asteroids.

			
			In the orbital station, the smell of the food was wonderful. The restaurants offered dishes with names that made Astrolabius smile: Ham & Moon, Stars & Chips and there was even a burger with space fries! The two of them couldn't stop marvelling.

			  

			
			Their journey eventually led Astrolabius and his sister into a large hall that was buzzing with activity. In front of them was a huge clock. It had many clock hands and flashing times. Astro couldn't tell what time it was. Only then did he realise that they must have been on the road for a long time. 
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AND HERE YOU CAN SEE ICAN'T BELIEVE IT YET,

MY MUM LILLY WINTER. SHE WE RE ACTUALLY ON THE MOONI
ALWAYS HAS AN OPEN
EAR FOR ME! I ADMIT, LEAVING OUR HOME ON ALPHA
PRIME WASN'T EASY FOR ME. BUT LIFE IS
CHANGE AND I'M AT HOME WHERE

MY FAMILY IS! AND ASTRO?

ON TIME, WE WANT
TO HAVE DINNER
TOGETHER!
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MY DAD
MARVIN WINTER! HE
IS THE GREATEST!

THANK YOU My BOY.
I'MGLAD YOU LIKE IT SO
MUCH ON THE LUNAR STATION!

YOU'LL SEE, THERE ARE STILL
LOTS OF ADVENTURES
WAITING FOR YOU!

TELL ME WHAT
YOUR FAVOURITE
THING IS!

THAT'S EASY:
YOU, YOUR SISTER AND

YOUR MUM. SHE'S THE MOST
BEAUTIFUL WOMAN ON
ALPHA PRIME!

... AND OF COURSE
ON THE MOON!
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HELLO, I'M
ASTROLABIUS WINTER
AND I LIVE ON THE LUNAR
STATION WITH MY
FAMILY.

I'M ALWAYS UP FOR
AN ADVENTURE! MY FAVOURITE
THING TO DO IS TO 60 EXPLORING WITH
MY BEST FRIEND NOLAN HARPER. WHEN I

GROW UP I WANT TO BE AN ASTRONAUT AND
EXPLORER LIKE MY IDOL VIKTOR
ROMANESCHKO!

COME AND EXPLORE
THE LUNAR STATION WITH
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ANNABELL AND I LOVE
BEING ON THE LUNAR STATION!
WE OFTEN PLAY WITH MY NEW FRIENDS AND
THEY BRING THEIR DOLLS TOO. EMMA IS MY NEW
BEST FRIEND AND WE SIT NEXT TO EACH OTHEM
INLUNAR SCHOOL. SOMETIMES, WHEN WE'RE
BORED, WE LIKE TO TALK. BUT VERY QUIETLY,
S50 THAT THE PROFESSOR

CAN'T HEAR US AND ...

THIS IS MY
LITTLE SISTER, CLAIRE
WINTER. SHE LIKES TO TALK,
SING AND PLAY WITH HER
DOLLS ALL DAY LONG. 4

THANK YOU, LITTLE
SISTERI UNFORTUNATELY
WE HAVE TO MOVE ON. |






