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Find these free extras at

Extra Patterns -

Get additional pattern views for Kevin

Applegate

’

s

“

Santa

’

s List

”

and Jonathan Creason

’

s

”

Lumberjack Santa,

”

the base pattern for Dale Green’s

“White Christmas Bear,” and an additional pattern for Jim

Hiser's "Old Fashioned Ornaments."

Free Project -

Want more holiday projects? Carve Rod

Leeseberg

’

s

“

Perky Snowman

”

at woodcarvingillustrated.



com/perky-snowman/.
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TECHNIQUES

24

Santa’s List

Discover a unique

painting technique that

provides a stunning

depth of color

By Kevin Applegate

44

Cottonwood

Bark Santa

Embrace the

uniqueness of this free-form

wood and use its ﬂaws to your

advantage

By Bob Hershey
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PROJECTS

16

White Christmas Bear

This friendly guy is ready to spread

some cheer during the holidays

By Dale Green

34

Lumberjack Santa

Carve an undercover Claus who’s

hunting for the perfect Christmas

tree

By Jonathan Creason

50

Arctic Fox

Practice carving movement with

this frosty creature on the run

By Wouter de Bruijn

54

Happy Christmas Tree

Get into the holiday spirit with a

cheerful carving that looks like a

cartoon character

By Gerard Canavan

58

Bottle Buddy Santa

Create a gift that keeps on giving

with a jolly bottle opener

By Dwayne Gosnell

62

Santa Pyrography

A few basic woodburning nibs

create a jolly and easy holiday

wall hanging

By Minisa Robinson

66

Christmas Elf

Showcase the hard workers of the

North Pole as they prepare for

Santa’s big night

By Matt Kincade

PATTERNS

21

Caricature Candy Cane

Big posable hands and friendly

expressions make these

ornaments irresistible

By Pete Zanauskas

30

Elf Boot Ornament

These festive little ornaments

make a charming jingle jangle

By Wade Huggins

39

Festive Rolling Pins

Cook up a chip-carved holiday

cookie press

By Jan Jenson

56

Chip-Carved Ornaments

A layer of acrylic paint accentuates

a festive design

By Charlene Lynum

71

Old Fashioned

Ornaments

Imitate the look of retro glass

decorations with

this fun project

By Jim Hiser

78

Two-in-One Knife Box

Keep carving tools safe and

ready to go with this

compact geometric case

By Marty Leenhouts
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Gearing Up

As the calendar ﬂips, the seasons

usually dawn quietly with little

fanfare. Not so for the winter

holidays! While people gear up for this

festive time in many ways, woodcarvers

head to their shops and chips start to ﬂy.

e creation of handmade gifts and holiday

items is an age-old tradition that carvers ﬁnd irresistible.

is issue of

WCI

is bursting with a cache of timeless projects that

evoke a winter wonderland and will resonate with carvers of all

ages and skill levels.

Who can resist our cover project that features a watchful Santa

who’s making his list and checking it twice (page 24)? Carving

extraordinaire and CCA president, Kevin Applegate, shows how to

use ink as an undercoat with drybrushed acrylic paint on top for

a showstopping ﬁnished result. His Santa bust carving will have

people asking, “How did you do that?”

Speaking of Santas, there are more to carve, such as Jonathan

Creason’s Lumberjack Santa (page 34). Notice how slight changes

in direction during the roughout stage can aﬀect the ﬁnal outcome

of a ﬁgure giving carvings a more realistic pose.

en expect the unexpected and experiment with a cottonwood

bark Santa (page 44). Bob Hershey explains how half the fun is

ﬁguring out how to deal with surprise ﬂaws in the wood and

making the most of bad breaks. See why all his Bark Santas

look diﬀerent.

is issue also features several projects that are perfect for

your gift list. Take your chip-carving designs from ﬂat

to another dimension and carve a curved surface. Jan

Jenson shows how to transform a simple rolling pin

blank into a cool accessory for the bakers in your life

(page 39). For carving friends, Marty Leenhouts oﬀers

a lovely chip-carved knife box (page 78). Of course, we’ve also

included a number of unique tree decorations

like a jingly little elf boot, hilarious caricature

candy canes, and retro style “glass” Santa

ornaments (pages 30, 21, and 71).

Enjoy our winter 2025 issue while you carve

these projects for yourself and loved ones. As

winter approaches, we at

WCI

reﬂect on the past

year. As always, we are thankful for the friendships

we’ve forged with our many contributing artists; we would not

be here without them. We also remain grateful to our faithful

readership.

WCI

is a place where artistry thrives in an environment

of teaching and learning—and that sounds perfect to us.
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Carving Down

Under

After seeing James

Miller’s “Flat-

Plane Koala” from

issue #104, I decided

to carve this little guy

for my granddaughter

who loves koalas. I

added a branch for

the Aussie animal to

climb on and used

drybrushing to create

a fur-like texture.

Teresa Ghosey

Broken Arrow, Okla.

Bear Necessities

My wife asked me

if I could try to

carve Dwayne

Gosnell’s “Bearly

Fits” from issue

#102. I usually

only carve 1" or 2"

blanks because

I don't have a

band or scroll

saw to cut larger

sizes. I ended up

carving a 3" by 6"

block of basswood

into a cylinder first

to make a blank for

the caricature.

Sean Bradley

Lebanon, Pa.

Nursing a Design

I began carving 3½ years ago with my husband

and wanted to start carving my own designs.

My first design was a male nurse for my

sister-in-law’s son, who was graduating from

nursing school. I really loved doing this and

added some personal touches like a needle,

Crocs, the heartbeat on his cap, and a bedpan

for the base.

Kathy Davis

Bucks County, Pa.

Carving as Medicine

My father-in-law Bert has been using

his woodburning and carving skills

to fight off the issues of old age. He

works tirelessly nearly every day to

create small pieces of art as gifts. His

time with his granddaughter and the

satisfaction he gets from showing his

creations have been better medicine

that anything else.

WCI

is one of his

favorite magazines, and he enjoys

seeing carvers sharing their amazing

craft.

Larry S. Wasiele

Storrs, Conn.

letters

to the editor

Cozy Cottage

While I was in Florida over the

winter, I decided to carve John

Housefield’s “Cottage Incense

Burner” from issue #100. I put some

of my own ideas in the project,

such as drawing on a staircase and

chandelier behind the front door.

Paul Stephens

Taylor, Pa.
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Bright Ideas

After not carving for

a few years, I came

across Brian Doty’s

“Retro Christmas

Ornament” from issue

#109. I used whatever

colors I had on hand

to paint them. Thank

you to Brian and

WCI

for the idea!

Richard Kujawa

Sturgeon Lake, Minn.

Mr. and Mrs. Santa Paws

I tried my hand at Rich Wetherbee’s “Christmas Mornin’

Bear” from issue #109. After carving him, I decided to

carve a Mrs. Christmas Bear holding a baking sheet with

fresh chocolate chip cookies.

Chuck Kaliszewski

Saginaw, Mich.

Look for these

projects in

an upcoming

issue!

This honky-tonk

guitar player offers

a lesson in creating

movement and

details.

Relief carve a Celtic

triskelion wall hanging.

coming

features

Find the

Fox Hunt

winners on


Page 74!

A funny

caricature

leprechaun is

ready to share

his pot of gold.

We love hearing about the carvings that readers like you create! If

you tried your hand at one of our projects, put your own spin on an

existing design, or created something original, send us an email at


editors@woodcarvingillustrated.com. Please include your name,

where you live, high-res photos, and a brief description of the piece.
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Share Your Latest Work!

Send a professional print or digital image (300 dpi minimum) with

100 words about you and your piece. Include your hometown,

the name of the pattern maker (if applicable), and a list of wood

and materials used. Send to Artists to Watch,

Woodcarving

Illustrated

, 903 Square Street, Mount Joy, PA 17552, or email


editors@woodcarvingillustrated.com.

artists

to watch

Luke Chapman

Matlaske, England

After making an electric guitar

as a teenager, Luke Chapman

began carving wood in various

disciplines, ranging from ﬁne

furniture to chainsaw carving.

“I often take in the scenery and

experiences I have while cycling, as

the natural world inﬂuences what

I decide to carve,” he said. Luke’s

tool set varies from antique hand

chisels to over 15 chainsaws and

countless power tools. What he

uses depends on if he is carving

foliage relief details or woodland

memorial sculptures out of giant

redwood, cedar, and oak trees. See

more of Luke’s work @chapman_



luke on Instagram.

Veronika Petrović

Vojvodina,

Serbia

Veronika Petrović’s woodburning journey began simply

out of curiosity for the craft. “I started experimenting

on my own and quickly fell in love with the technique,

constantly learning through practice,” she said. Veronika’s

inspiration comes from nature and animals but also

fantasy elements and creatures. To see more of Veronika’s

work, visit @art.byveronika on Instagram.

Matas Moncada Albarr

Gorbea, Chile

During the COVID-19 lockdown in 2020, professional

opera singer Matas Moncada Albarr needed something

to ﬁll his time since all the theaters were

closed. With just a pocketknife and

a piece of wood he found in his

backyard, Matas fell in love with the

world of woodcarving. He has since

expanded his carvings to include

spoons and carves mostly from

branches and logs he ﬁnds outside. “I am

lucky to be in the countryside, as nature

gets to be the mother of my designs,”

he said. Even though he continues to

travel as a singer for work, Matas has

kept woodcarving an integral part of

his life. See more of Matas’ work @



matiasmoncadaalbarran on Instagram.
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Learn to Master the

Art of Face Carving

with Harold Enlow

Santas Kit

#5786 • $24.99

Expert

Guidance +

Detailed

Instructions +

Visual

Reference =

Carving Success

Nose and Hair Kit

#5809 • $24.99

Female Face Kit

#5755 • $24.99

Witch Kit

#01197 • $24.99

Native American

Chief Kit

#5779 • $24.99

Cowboy Kit

#5762 • $24.99

Basic Ear Kit

#5816 • $24.99

Eyes and Lips Kit

#5793 • $24.99

Wood Spirit Kit

#5847 • $24.99

Order Today!

800-457-9112

FoxChapelPublishing.com
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hollow concave surfaces with ease. “The Foredom Diamond Burs (/32 shank)arethe  Ruby Burrs
Great for spoon and bowls! perfectchoice for detaled carving, engraving,and  Foredom Ruby Burs (3/32"
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Manpa Multi Cutter Basic Kit

Acontrolled one length extension

Manpa Belt Sander Kit
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Compatible with effective belt sander. This kitalso includes sandpaper which & E ‘";"f“b:h-
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/4" shank.  dition o anyones workshop. ks dailble Belts, 4 Circular Cutter & Adapter Rings.

onour website!

Ultimate Power Sharpener Colwood Cub Wood

“This Canadian made machine has proven to be : Burning Beginner Kit
the ultimate tool and knife sharpener. Ithasa Razertip Oo;:;; i :Ool;vol:d Cub :
1/4 HP electrical motor that s safety approved. ‘Woodburner, 3 ofthe most popular
“The motor runsin a clockwise motion, which SK Woodburner Colwood pens,and 3 basswood

‘Great Value and 3year warranty.
Comes with the Standard Cord
#1FLand the FIL Standard
Large Skew Pen.

allowsyou much more control when sharpening practice boards.

orstropping.

1300 RPM
Includes: Trizact A30 Grinding Belt 700 Gt
Aluminum Oxide Belts in 80, 120and 320 grits,
Heavy Duty Leather Stropping Belt

Ultimate power Sharpener:

Razerti Colwood Detailer
P Wood Burning Kit
$S-D10 Woodburner  Comeswith: Colwood Detsler burner,
Great Value and 3 year warranty. - 3 of the most popular Colwood pens,
Comes with the Standard Cord #1FL  and 3 basswood practice boards.
and the F1L Standard
Large Skew Pen.

Ultimate Power Honer
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NEW - Stencil Woodcarving Kits Contact Chipping Away

3D Printed stencil kits now
available!

Toll free at: 1-888-682-9801

Locally at: 1-519-743-9008
Different design options

available, check out the website
tosee more!

Visit Chipping Away

60 Baffin P1, Unit #3

Waterloo, ON N2V 177,
Canada
Use the
stencilto
help drawon stabfished

your pattern!
‘We carry Big Boy

\992/ Brand Knives!

B Detailers, Spoons,
// and Upsweeps.
We have a wide selection of Canadian Made!
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Pleilisa leading manufacturer of carving upa Contender

tools. Quality can be guaranteed only when Safetyglove!
the origin is certain. Swiss Made s for them a Available in
matterof principle - ince 1902! SmalltoX-La

mm— Chipping Awayisproud o inventory a wide rangeof
i tls - ndifve do ot stock the toal you e afer
0 wewillbe gadto check the availabiltytosec ifwe can

Basswood, Bark, and Cypress Wejmm specialorderitinforyou.

Weoller prime Canadian pand oy

Canadian Cottonwood Bark,and Cyprus

Kncesfrom the United States.

Shippingcosts may need to be custom quoted
when ordering Basswood, Bark,
oreyprusknees.”

th Pleiland -—
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P Sitios The Fexcut ro Lineis lscut it SESS S g havecelent - Since 1858 ovr 157 ycars iy o
knives redesigned from the ground upto deliver peak. Palm tools! ‘The company Wilh. Schmitt & Company
\ \ AW performance. These precision heat treated blades boast our mostprecise of Germany has produced high quality
S <%

‘and durable detail carving tips yet. A larger clearance between the chil ‘woodworking tools under the brand name
\ and heel ofthe cutting edge, you will have a more consistent. T‘mrc""m Even today their wide ranges
Siropping cxpien RePi ‘manufactured mainly by hand.
forlonger.

RO Roughin ke pieted b0

NEW - Deep Holler Knives

Newly Relaunched, and under new ownership:
“The Deep Holler Carving Knives are  quality made
ool with premium steel which s recognized asone of ) CCT Knives

the finest blade materialsin the industry:. . These knives ar made from qualitytool
steel hardened and will hold an edge for
Beginner Carving Kit " hours.Carvers can counton the same time
‘An excellent option foranyone who's tested qualityanda product that they can
interested n trying out wood counton to make thei carvingjourney an
carvingforthefirst time! enjoyable one.

Call Us Toll Free: 1-888-682-9801
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HAND-CRAFT
HCT-30A &S

1. The blade reciprocates at super high
speed (12000 times per minute) and hard
wood can be carved sharply.

2. There is no problem in continuous use.

3. Upgraded version (HCT-305) with both
reciprocating and rotational movements
(12000 rpm) of standard version HCT-30A
(reciprocating only).

Made in
JAPAN HCT-30A $330.00 R
P )
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'7// \\‘t\ HCT-305' $470.00 l
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CLAYOQUOT

TOOL COMPANY

Committed to empowering artisans
and preserving cultural heritage:
with every tool we craft

Providing carvers with top-ter,
high-quality tools since 2018,

Locally sourced and First Nations'
oowned and operated.

COWBOY

Made in Canada

clayoquottools.com
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