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Hansel & Gretel

A Nightmare in Eight Scenes
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HANSEL & GRETEL

THE CAST

In order of appearance

...........................

Mother

...........................

Father

...........................

Gretel
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Hansel

...........................

Witch
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Swan
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The boy was called Hansel.

The girl was called Gretel.

Hence the title: Hansel and Gretel.

The father cut wood.

He was a woodcutter.

(Excuse me – carpenter, joiner, cabinetmaker)

Wood for the fire, wood for the oven,

wood to repair the roof

every time it shuddered.

Hard to cut wood when there aren’t any trees.

When there are only splinters and stumps.

When the wood’s on its knees.

And the mother made bread. She was a bread maker.

(Beg pardon – caterer, pastry chef, master baker)

Bread for breakfast, bread for supper,

bread without jam, bread without butter.

Hard to bake bread without yeast or flour.

When there’s only cinders and stubble.

When the shelves are bare and the shutters are down.

Scene the First
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So the boy was called Cold,

the girl was called Hungry,

right down to the bone,

from Monday to Sunday.
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See:

Where there was once a village there was mainly rubble.

And where there was fun there was largely trouble.

And where there were kites there were mostly rags.

And where there was bunting there were chiefly flags.

This flag one week.

The next week another.
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