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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Eric Lynn Wright (September 7, 1964 – March 26, 1995), better known by his stage name Eazy-E, was an American rapper who performed solo and in the hip hop group N.W.A. Wright is affectionately called "The Godfather of Gangsta rap". He was born to Richard and Kathie Wright in Compton, California. After dropping out of high school in the tenth grade, he supported himself primarily by selling drugs before founding Ruthless Records and becoming a rapper. Arabian Prince, Eazy-E, Dr. Dre and Ice Cube formed N.W.A. After DJ Yella and MC Ren joined the group, N.W.A released their debut single Panic Zone. In 1988, they released their most controversial album, Straight Outta Compton. The group released two more albums and then disbanded after Eazy released Dr. Dre from his contract. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 154 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


e-Pedia: Kris Jenner



Wikipedia contributors

9788026854845

2072

Buy now and read (Advertising)

This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Kristen Mary Jenner (née Houghton, HOH-tən, formerly Kardashian; born November 5, 1955) is an American television personality who rose to fame for starring in the reality television series Keeping Up with the Kardashians, together with her family. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 89 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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Golden State Warriors





The Golden State Warriors are an American professional basketball team based in Oakland, California. The Warriors compete in the National Basketball Association (NBA) as a member club of the league's Western Conference[image: External link] Pacific Division. The team was established in 1946 as the Philadelphia Warriors based in Philadelphia[image: External link], Pennsylvania, a founding member of the Basketball Association of America (BAA). In 1962, the franchise relocated to the San Francisco Bay Area and was renamed the San Francisco Warriors. In 1971, the team changed its geographic moniker to Golden State, California's state nickname.[6][b] Since 1972, the team's home court has been the Oracle Arena in Oakland. The team is nicknamed the "Dubs."[7][8]

The Warriors have reached eight NBA Finals[image: External link], winning four NBA championships in 1947,[c] 1956, 1975 and most recently in 2015 when they defeated the Cleveland Cavaliers. Golden State's four NBA championships are the fifth most in history behind only the Boston Celtics (17), Los Angeles Lakers (16), Chicago Bulls[image: External link] (6) and San Antonio Spurs (5). Wilt Chamberlain and Stephen Curry have both been named the NBA's Most Valuable Player while playing for the Warriors, for a total of three MVP awards. Golden State holds the NBA record for best regular season with 73–9 and most combined wins in a season (regular season and postseason) with 88 wins.
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 Franchise history




See: History of the Golden State Warriors
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 Team creation




The Warriors were founded in 1946 as the Philadelphia Warriors, a charter member of the Basketball Association of America. They were owned by Peter A. Tyrrell, who also owned the Philadelphia Rockets of the American Hockey League.[9] Tyrrell hired Eddie Gottlieb, a longtime basketball promoter in the Philadelphia area, as coach and general manager.[10] The owners named the team after the Philadelphia Warriors, an old basketball team who played in the American Basketball League in 1925.[11]
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 1946–1962: Philadelphia Warriors




Led by early scoring sensation Joe Fulks, the team won the championship in the league's inaugural 1946–47 season by defeating the Chicago Stags, four games to one. The NBA, which was created by a 1949 merger, officially recognizes that as its own first championship.[c] Gottlieb bought the team in 1951.

The Warriors won its other championship in Philadelphia in the 1955–56 season, defeating the Fort Wayne Pistons four games to one. The Warrior stars of this era were future Hall of Famers Paul Arizin, Tom Gola and Neil Johnston. In 1959, the team signed draft pick Wilt Chamberlain. Known as "Wilt the Stilt", he led the team in scoring six times, quickly began shattering NBA scoring records and changed the NBA style of play forever. On March 2, 1962, in a Warrior "home" game played on a neutral court in Hershey, Pennsylvania[image: External link], Chamberlain scored 100 points against the New York Knicks, a single-game record the NBA ranks among its finest moments.[12]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1962–1971: San Francisco Warriors




In 1962, Franklin Mieuli purchased the majority shares of the team and relocated the franchise to the San Francisco Bay Area, renaming them the San Francisco Warriors. The Warriors played most of their home games at the Cow Palace[image: External link] in Daly City[image: External link] (the facility lies just south of the San Francisco city limits) from 1962 to 1964 and the San Francisco Civic Auditorium from 1964 to 1966, though occasionally playing home games in nearby cities such as Oakland and San Jose.

Prior to the 1963–64 NBA season, the Warriors drafted big man Nate Thurmond to go along with Chamberlain. The Warriors won the Western Division crown that season, but lost the 1964 NBA Finals to the Boston Celtics, four games to one. In the 1964–65 season, the Warriors traded Chamberlain to the Philadelphia 76ers for Connie Dierking, Lee Shaffer, Paul Neumann and $150,000 and won only 17 games. In 1965, they drafted Rick Barry in the first round who went on to become NBA Rookie of the Year that season and then led the Warriors to the NBA finals in the 1966–67 season[image: External link], losing (four games to two) to Chamberlain's new team that had replaced the Warriors in Philadelphia, the 76ers.

Angered by management's failure to pay him certain incentive bonuses he felt were due him, Barry sat out the 1967–68 season and signed with the Oakland Oaks of the rival American Basketball Association[image: External link] for the following year, but after four seasons in the ABA rejoined the Warriors in 1972. During Barry's absence, the Warriors were no longer title contenders, and the mantle of leadership fell to Thurmond, Jeff Mullins[image: External link] and Rudy LaRusso. They began scheduling more home games in Oakland with the opening of the Oakland Coliseum Arena in 1966 and the 1970–71 season would be the team's last as the San Francisco Warriors.
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 1971–1978




The franchise adopted its brand name Golden State Warriors prior to the 1971–72 season, in order to suggest that the team represented the entire state of California.[6][b] Almost all home games were played in Oakland that season; six were played in San Diego, but none in San Francisco or Daly City. Oakland Arena became the team's exclusive home court in 1972.

The Warriors made the playoffs from 1971 to 1977 except in 1974, and won their first NBA championship on the West Coast in 1974–75. In what many consider the biggest upset in NBA history, Golden State not only defeated the heavily favored Washington Bullets but humiliated them in a four-game sweep. That team was coached by former Warrior Al Attles, and led on the court by Rick Barry and Jamaal Wilkes. Barry was named MVP of the finals.[13]

At 59-23, the Warriors had the league's best record during the 1975–76 season. They were upset, however, by the 42-40 Phoenix Suns in seven games in the Western Conference Finals.
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 1978–1987




Because of the loss of key players such as Barry, Wilkes and Thurmond to trades and retirements, the Warriors struggled to put a competitive team on the court from 1978 to 1987 after being one of the NBA's dominant teams in the 1960s and most of the 1970s. Through the NBA draft, however, they acquired some players such as high-scoring forward Purvis Short (1978), former Purdue center Joe Barry Carroll (1980) and center Robert Parish (1976), who was traded to the Boston Celtics in 1980 along with the draft pick that would become Kevin McHale for the pick used to draft Carroll. In 1983, the Warriors matched the New York Knicks' offer for free-agent Bernard King, but, unable to pay his high salary, quickly traded him to the Knicks for guard Micheal Ray Richardson, whom they soon shipped to New Jersey in exchange for former Georgetown Hoya point guard Eric "Sleepy" Floyd, and journeyman forward Mickey Johnson. (Floyd once scored 29 points for the Warriors in the fourth quarter of a playoff game against the Lakers, though he was later traded to the Houston Rockets).

The departure of these players for various reasons symbolized the franchise's futility during this period, as head coach Attles moved up to the front office as general manager in 1980 and the team made several coaching changes. New owners Jim Fitzgerald and Dan Finane finally managed to return the team to respectability by hiring former Cleveland Cavaliers head coach George Karl as head coach in 1986 after selecting St. John's small forward Chris Mullin in the 1985 NBA draft.
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 1987–1997




After a subpar stretch in the late 1970s and early 1980s, the team had a brief resurgence under coach Karl, culminating in a 1987 Western Conference Semifinal match against Magic Johnson and the Los Angeles Lakers which is still shown on TV in the NBA's Greatest Games series. In the game, Warriors' All-Star point guard Sleepy Floyd's performance in the second half still stands as the NBA playoff record for points scored in a quarter (29) and in a half (39). His six consecutive field goals in the fourth quarter led to a 51-point finish for him and a victory for the Warriors.

The "Sleepy Floyd game" was a catalyst for increased interest in the NBA in the Bay Area which was furthered by new coach Don Nelson, who engineered another successful string of wins in the late 1980s and early 1990s with the high-scoring trio of point guard Tim Hardaway, guard Mitch Richmond and forward Chris Mullin (collectively known as "Run TMC" after the rap group Run-D.M.C.). But "Run TMC" stayed together for only two seasons (winning only one playoff series), when coach Nelson, in a move to get a promising young front-court player to complement his run-and-gun system, sent Richmond to the Sacramento Kings[image: External link] for rookie power forward Billy Owens. Nelson had been brought to the Warriors from the Milwaukee Bucks by Jim Fitzgerald[image: External link], who along with Dan Finnane owned the team between 1986 and 1995. In 1993–94, with first-round draft pick and Rookie of the Year power forward Chris Webber[image: External link] playing alongside off-guard Latrell Sprewell, the Warriors made the playoffs.

At the start of the next season, however, a rift formed between Webber and Sprewell on the one hand and Nelson on the other. All three soon left the team, and the organization went into a tailspin. 1994–95 was the first season under new team owner Chris Cohan, who had bought out Fitzgerald and Finnane. The Warriors selected power forward prospect Joe Smith as their first overall draft pick in 1995 and hired Rick Adelman as the new head coach. They sent Tim Hardaway and Chris Gatling to the Miami Heat[image: External link] for Kevin Willis and Bimbo Coles midway through the 1995–96 season, and ended up with a 36–46 record, three wins short of making the playoffs. While their home court, the Oakland Coliseum Arena, was being extensively renovated, the 1996–97 Warriors played their home games in the San Jose Arena and struggled to a 30–52 finish.[14]

Longtime Seton Hall college coach P. J. Carlesimo, who had been recently fired by the Portland Trail Blazers, replaced Adelman as head coach for 1997–98. Sprewell was suspended for the remainder of the 1997–98 season for losing his temper and choking Carlesimo during a team practice in December, generating the glaring newspaper headline "WARRIORS HIT ROCK BOTTOM" and the declaration by GM Garry St. Jean that Sprewell would never play for the Warriors again. He would not play in the NBA again until he was dealt in January 1999 to the New York Knicks for John Starks, Chris Mills and Terry Cummings.
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 1997–2008




St. Jean had become the new Warriors' GM in July 1997; he and his predecessor Dave Twardzik received much of the blame for the Warriors' struggles early in Cohan's turbulent tenure as owner in addition to Cohan himself.[15] St. Jean brought in players such as Terry Cummings, John Starks and Mookie Blaylock who were well past their primes. Twardzik drafted several flops, such as Todd Fuller (while Kobe Bryant was still available as well as Steve Nash and Jermaine O'Neal) and Steve Logan (who never played an NBA game). In the following draft, the team selected Adonal Foyle while Tracy McGrady was still available. St. Jean did, however, draft future two-time NBA slam dunk champion off-guard Jason Richardson (from Michigan State), a Warriors' star scorer through the 2006–07 season.

For a few years, with rising stars Richardson, small forward Antawn Jamison and point guard Gilbert Arenas leading the team, the Warriors seemed like a team on the rise; but the young Warriors did not have enough in the competitive Western Conference to make the playoffs. After the 2002–03 season, St. Jean's earlier mistakes of committing money to players like Danny Fortson[image: External link], Adonal Foyle and Erick Dampier were painfully felt by Warriors' fans when the team was unable to re-sign Arenas despite his desire to stay in the Bay Area. A new rule was implemented in response to second-round draft picks who quickly become superstars. Chris Mullin succeeded St. Jean with the title of Executive Vice President of Basketball Operations in 2004. He hoped to build a winning team around Jason Richardson, Mike Dunleavy Jr and Troy Murphy, and drafted 7-foot center Andris Biedriņš from Latvia (11th overall). At the 2005 trading deadline, he bolstered to the team with the acquisition of point guard Baron Davis, bringing to the team its first superstar since Mullin himself. The Warriors enjoyed a great start to the 2005–06 season, entering the new year with a plus .500 winning percentage for the first time since 1994, but managed to win only 13 more games through the end of March due to injuries. Davis often found himself at odds with new head coach Mike Montgomery (used to dealing with college players in his long tenure at Stanford) and failed to remain healthy, playing in just 54 games. On April 5, 2006, the Warriors were officially eliminated from playoff contention in a 114–109 overtime loss to the Hornets, extending their playoff drought to 12 seasons.
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 2006–07: "We believe" season




Entering the 2006–07 season, the Warriors held the active record (12) for the most consecutive seasons without a playoff appearance (see Active NBA non-playoff appearance streaks). During the 2006 off-season, Golden State announced that it had bought out the remaining two years of coach Montgomery's contract and hired previous Golden State and former Dallas Mavericks coach Don Nelson to take over for him. During training camp, small forward Matt Barnes established himself in the rotation. On January 17, 2007, the Warriors traded the disappointing Murphy and Dunleavy with promising young power forward Ike Diogu and Keith McLeod to the Indiana Pacers for forward Al Harrington, forward/guard Stephen Jackson, guard Šarūnas Jasikevičius and forward Josh Powell.[16] This trade allowed the Warriors to "run and gun" their way to the playoffs with a more athletic and talented team. On March 4, 2007, the Warriors suffered a 106–107 loss in Washington, the Wizards handing them their 6th straight loss when former Warrior Arenas hit a technical free throw with less than one second remaining after Nelson had protested a controversial call with the Warriors ahead by a slim margin. The loss dropped them to 26–35.

March 4 marked the turning point for the Warriors. The Warriors closed out the regular season (42–40) at 16–5 in their last 21 games.[17] "We Believe" became the Warriors' slogan for the last two months of the season and the playoffs.[18]

Led by a healthy Baron Davis, an ever-improving Jason Richardson and young future star off-guard Monta Ellis as well as center Biedriņš, the Warriors immediately dashed the highly favored top-seed Dallas Mavericks' expectations of a short and easy series win with a Game 1 victory in Dallas thanks to Davis' frantic style of play. The Mavericks came back to win Game 2 easily to tie the series at a game apiece, but the Warriors won both Games 3 & 4 with a huge lift from the home crowd at Oracle Arena. A close Game 5 saw the Mavericks eke out a 118–112 victory with a last-minute surge led by superstar forward Dirk Nowitzki to send the series back to California at 3–2. In Game 6, the Warriors engineered a third-quarter 18–0 run to eliminate the Mavericks and become the NBA's first No. 8 seed to beat a No. 1 seed in a seven-game series (and the first NBA No. 8 seed to beat the top seed since 1999 when the New York Knicks eliminated the Miami Heat). It was an upset in name only, given the fact that the Warriors had swept the Mavericks in the regular season series.

The Warriors went on to play the Utah Jazz[image: External link] in the second round of the 2006–07 playoffs, where they dropped two close games at EnergySolutions Arena to open the series. The series then shifted to the Oracle Arena, where the Warriors won Game 3 in a convincing blowout. Davis scored 32 points and electrified the crowd with a monster dunk on Jazz forward Andrei Kirilenko late in the fourth quarter, but they lost Game 4 at home, their first loss in Oakland in well over a month and the Jazz closed them out in Game 5 in Salt Lake City.
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 2007–08 season




The Warriors faced early difficulties in their attempt to return to the playoffs. Richardson was traded to the Charlotte Bobcats for rookie Brandan Wright. To make things even worse, Jackson was suspended for seven games over a firearm incident. They opened the 2007–08 season with six straight losses, but Ellis' rise, Davis' solid injury-free season (21.6 points, 8 assists, 4.6 rebounds per game),[19] and an overall improvement in team chemistry brought them back to playoff contention; but in the end the Warriors failed to make the playoffs despite a 48–34 season, which is the best record in NBA history for a non-playoff team since the NBA playoffs had expanded to eight teams per conference. The Western Conference was very strong that season; every playoff team won 50 games, leaving the Warriors two games out of the last playoff spot. The Warriors sold out nearly every home game during the season averaging 19,631 per game, the highest in team history.
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 2008–2011




In the offseason, Baron Davis opted to return to his home town and sign with the Los Angeles Clippers. With the 14th pick of the 2008 NBA draft, the Warriors selected and signed Anthony Randolph out of LSU. To compensate for the loss of Davis, the Warriors signed free agents Corey Maggette and Ronny Turiaf and re-signed Ellis and Andris Biedriņš to long-term contracts.

The Warriors had a disappointing 2008–2009 season, finishing 29–53. Ellis was injured in a moped accident, and suspended for 30 games for riding the vehicle against the terms of his contract, depriving the Warriors of their top player. They traded disenchanted forward Al Harrington to the New York Knicks for guard Jamal Crawford, and were undone by injuries and the minimal experience of their young players such as Anthony Morrow and Brandan Wright. Coach Nelson often had to make adjustments to the starting lineups since many of the original starters missed games due to injuries. Despite the team's losing record, the Warriors were hard to beat when they had a healthy lineup and a strong bench. With leadership and improvement in their young players, they were sometimes able to defeat powerhouse teams such as the Boston Celtics, 99-89.

During the 2009 off-season, Warrior ownership declined to renew the contract of general manager Mullin. Larry Riley[image: External link], Nelson's longtime assistant coach,[20] was promoted in his place and drafted Stephen Curry as an outstanding 7th lottery pick, but dubiously traded Jamal Crawford to the Atlanta Hawks for Acie Law and Speedy Claxton.

The Warriors had another injury-prone year in 2009–10.[21] as they were consistently unable to field their ideal starting lineup. In November, a malcontented Stephen Jackson and seldom-used Acie Law were traded to the Charlotte Bobcats for Raja Bell (out for the season with an injury) and Vladimir Radmanovic. Four days later, they signed center Chris Hunter. Starting in January 2010, they issued multiple 10-day contracts, most notably to power forward Anthony Tolliver from the Idaho Stampede. Due to their multiple injuries, they were granted an exception allowing them to sign Reggie Williams from the Sioux Falls Skyforce[image: External link] to a 10-day contract on March 2, making it their fifth D-League call-up that season, tying an NBA record. They eventually waived the injured Bell to sign Williams for the rest of the year, and finished the season 26–56, fourth in the Pacific Division.

On June 24, the Warriors selected Ekpe Udoh, a power forward from Baylor, as the 6th pick of the 2010 NBA draft. They also introduced a modernized version of their "The City" logo depicting the new eastern span[image: External link] of the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge, and switched to a simplified color scheme of royal blue and gold. They also introduced new uniforms reminiscent of the 1969–71 "The City" uniforms. The Warriors made an offseason trade that sent Turiaf, Randolph and Kelenna Azubuike to the New York Knicks in return for star high-scoring power forward David Lee via a sign-and-trade. Lee agreed to a six-year, $80 million deal, on a framework contingent on the decision of superstar forward LeBron James to leave the Cleveland Cavaliers to sign with the Miami Heat that same day. Following Morrow's departure after he signed the New Jersey Nets' offer sheet, the Warriors signed Dorell Wright, formerly with the Miami Heat, to a three-year, $11 million deal.

On July 15, owner Chris Cohan sold the Warriors to Peter Guber of Mandalay Entertainment and his partner Joe Lacob for a then-record $450 million.[22] On November 15, the Warriors announced the new 19-person ownership group composed of Joe Lacob, Peter Guber, Vivek Ranadivé, Erika Glazer, Fred Harman, Bob Piccinini, Larry Bowman, Danny German, Marty Glick, Chad Hurley, Craig R. Johnson, Bruce Karsh, Jeffrey A. Miller, Paul Schaeffer, David Scially, Nick Swinmurn, Harry Tsao, John Walecka and Dennis Wong.[23]

The Warriors continued their signing spree by adding Harvard guard Jeremy Lin to their roster with a one-year partially guaranteed contract containing a second-year team option, the first Taiwanese-American player in NBA history. Louis Amundson was then added for little under $5 million in mid-September. Keith Smart was hired as head coach that same month after Nelson had resigned before the start of training camp.

In February 2011, the Warriors traded Brandan Wright and Dan Gadzuric for Troy Murphy and a 2011 second-round pick. On February 27, Murphy and the Warriors reached a buyout agreement and he was waived.[24][25]

During a steady season without making any real ground in the playoff race, the Warriors broke franchise records with 21 made 3's in a win against the Orlando Magic. In April 2011, Dorell Wright made a franchise record of 184 3's in a season in a home win versus Los Angeles Lakers, surpassing Richardson's 183 in 2005–06. He then broke another NBA record, as the first player to have scored more points in his seventh season than in all his first six seasons combined in a win against the Portland Trail Blazers. He ended the season with the most three-pointers made in the NBA that season with 194, as well as the most 3s attempted with 516, both of which set new Warrior franchise records.

The Warriors failed to make the playoffs after a 36-win season in 2010–11, and coach Smart was dismissed on April 27 due to the change in ownership.[26] 17-year NBA veteran and former ABC and ESPN commentator Mark Jackson replaced him as head coach on June 6.[27] On December 19, they traded Amundson to the Indiana Pacers for small forward Brandon Rush.
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 2011–present: "Splash Brothers" era




The Warriors did not improve in the 2011–12 NBA season[image: External link] under coach Jackson, finishing the lockout-shorted season with a 23–43 record, 13th in the conference. The team suffered several injuries to key players, and due to the lockout, Jackson could not establish his system in training camp. They then entered into another chaotic rebuilding phase.

Team leader Monta Ellis was traded in mid-March 2012, along with Kwame Brown and Ekpe Udoh, to the Milwaukee Bucks for center Andrew Bogut (out injured for the season) and former Warrior small forward Stephen Jackson, who without playing a game for the Warriors was quickly traded to the San Antonio Spurs for Richard Jefferson and a conditional first-round pick on March 15. These moves saw the rise of Stephen Curry and David Lee to team co-captains, and saw off-guard Klay Thompson, the 11th overall pick of the 2011 NBA draft, move into a starting role. On July 11, they acquired point guard Jarrett Jack from the New Orleans Hornets in a three-team trade also including the Philadelphia 76ers, who received Dorell Wright from Golden State. On August 1, they signed forward Carl Landry on the termination of his one-year contract with the Hornets. In the 2012 NBA draft, they selected small forward Harrison Barnes with the 7th overall pick, center Festus Ezeli with the 30th pick, small forward Draymond Green 35th overall, and 7-foot 1-inch center Ognjen Kuzmic 52nd overall. In early November, swingman Rush was lost for the year with a torn ACL after falling awkwardly on the court early in the second game of the season, and less than a month later the team announced that Bogut was out indefinitely with a foot injury that was more serious than originally reported. Bogut did not return to regular play until late in the season.

Coming out of this maelstrom of trades and injuries with a team starting two rookies (Barnes and Ezeli), the Warriors had one of their best starts in decades, earning their 20th win before hitting the 30-game mark for the first time since 1992. The Warriors also achieved a milestone by completing their first ever 6–1 road trip in franchise history, including a 97–95 win over the defending champion Heat in Miami. On April 9, 2013, with a win over the Minnesota Timberwolves, the Warriors clinched the playoffs for the second time in 19 years and the first time since the 2006–07 "We believe" Warriors. This time, the local battlecry was "we belong".

The team finished the season with a record of 47–35, earning the sixth seed in the Western Conference, and defeated the Denver Nuggets in the first round of the playoffs by winning four out of six games. They lost in the second round to the San Antonio Spurs, four games to two. This was the first playoff experience for all of the starters of this group except for Andrew Bogut.[28]

Other highlights of the season included Stephen Curry's 272 three-point baskets to set an NBA single-season record, giving him the nickname "baby-faced assassin", and the naming of forward David Lee to the 2013 NBA All-Star Game as a reserve, ending the team's 16-year drought without an All Star selection, dating back to Latrell Sprewell in the 1997 season. Curry and Klay Thompson, dubbed the "Splash Brothers"[29] by team employee Brian Witt [30] for their backcourt shooting prowess, combined for 483 three-pointers during the season, easily besting the prior record of 435 set by the Orlando Magic's Nick Anderson and Dennis Scott in 1995–96.
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 2013–14: Improvements




With their lone selection in the 2013 NBA draft, the Warriors made 22-year-old Serbian combo-guard Nemanja Nedovic the 30th and final pick of the first round.[31] In early July 2013, Golden State signed former Denver Nuggets swingman and free agent Andre Iguodala to a four-year, $48 million deal. To make room under their salary cap, the Warriors traded Richard Jefferson, Andris Biedrins and Brandon Rush, along with multiple draft picks, including their 2014 and 2017 first-round picks, to the Utah Jazz.[32] The Warriors lost free-agent guard Jarrett Jack, who departed for the Cleveland Cavaliers, and free agent power forward Carl Landry, who went to the Sacramento Kings. To help fill the void left by Landry, the Warriors signed forward-center Marreese Speights to a three-year, $10 million contract.[33] The team also signed one-year deals with veteran center Jermaine O'Neal ($2 million) and point guard Toney Douglas ($1.6 million).[34] On August 21, the Warriors signed 7 ft 1 in Serbian center Ognjen Kuzmic, who had been playing in Europe since his selection in the 2012 NBA draft, to a guaranteed two-year deal.[35][36][37]

The Warriors began the 2013–14 season showing flashes of brilliance and also plenty of lapses. In early December their record was 12–9, as compared to 17–4 the year before. One challenging factor was a tough starting schedule that saw them play 14 of their first 22 games on the road, including 10 games against teams holding playoff spots in the standings. A stream of injuries also held the team back, including injuries to Festus Ezeli (off-season surgery to repair the right knee, out for the season), Toney Douglas (left tibia stress reaction, out nearly a month from mid-November to December), and Jermaine O'Neal (right wrist injury and surgery, out from mid-November to early February). Stephen Curry and Harrison Barnes were also out for at least four games before the all-star break, each with minor injuries. Most prominently of all, Iguodala suffered a hamstring pull in late November that kept him out for over a month, during which time the Warriors' performance suffered significantly on both the defensive and offensive ends of the court, and the team posted a losing 5–7 record while revealing a lack of depth on their bench. With Iguodala back in the lineup, the Warriors went on a 10-game winning streak, which included six consecutive wins on a single road trip, tying an NBA record. The winning streak was the longest for the franchise since the 1975 championship year, and just one short of the team record of 11 consecutive wins, set in the 1971–72 season.

To strengthen their underperforming bench, the Warriors made a three-team trade on January 15, sending Douglas to the Miami Heat and picking up guards Jordan Crawford and MarShon Brooks from the Boston Celtics[38] and then, a day before the trade deadline, trading Kent Bazemore and Brooks to the Los Angeles Lakers in exchange for veteran point guard Steve Blake.[39] Thanks in part to the improved effectiveness of their backup squad, boosted by the additions of Blake and Crawford and the play of 35-year-old Jermaine O'Neal (who returned sooner than expected from wrist surgery), the Warriors were one of the winningest teams in the NBA after the all-star break. Nonetheless, and despite several victories over top contenders, the team displayed a pattern of losing games to inferior teams even at their home arena. On April 11, in a 112–95 stomping of the Los Angeles Lakers at the Staples Center, the Warriors clinched a playoff berth in consecutive seasons for the first time since 1991 and 1992. However, just one day earlier in a loss against the Portland Trail Blazers, Andrew Bogut suffered a cracked rib that would keep him out of the post-season, a big blow to the sixth-seed Warriors' playoff hopes.

The Warriors ended the season 51–31, winning more than 50 games for only the fourth time in franchise history, finishing 20 games over .500 for the first time in 22 years, and tying the 1991–92 squad for the franchise's all-time mark of 24 wins on the road. Even without Bogut, in the first round of the playoffs the Warriors battled the third-seed Los Angeles Clippers to a seventh and deciding game, which the Warriors lost, bringing their 2013–14 season to an end. It was season of many thrilling moments in which the Warriors' played in 17 regular-season games decided by 2 points or less, 6 games with winning shots in the final 3 seconds, and 7 comeback wins in which the Warriors had been behind by 15 points or more.[40]

In other noteworthy occurrences for the season, Curry was named to the starting lineup for the 2014 NBA All-Star Game. For Curry, the only Warrior named to the team, this was his first all-star appearance in five seasons as an NBA player. Curry hit another notable milestone in posting 4 triple-doubles for the season, tying a franchise record unequaled since Wilt Chamberlain in 1963–64. Curry also averaged career-bests in points and assists; averaging 24.0 points and 8.5 assists in the season. Curry and Klay Thompson continued to set league records in three-point shooting. On February 7, in a 102–87 win over the Chicago Bulls[image: External link], the backcourt duo became the first teammates to each make a three-pointer in 30 consecutive games.[41] Curry, who finished the season with 261 threes, set an individual record for most three-pointers in a span of two seasons with 533, surpassing the previous mark of 478 set by Seattle Supersonic Ray Allen in 2004–05 and 2005–06. Together, Thompson and Curry combined for 484 threes on the year, besting by one the NBA record they had set the year before.
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 2014–15: From turmoil to champions




Even as the team rolled towards the post-season, signs emerged of trouble in the Warriors' front office. On March 25, the team reassigned assistant coach Brian Scalabrine to the team's NBA Development League Affiliate in Santa Cruz because of what head coach Mark Jackson called a "difference in philosophies"[42] and what unnamed league sources cited by Yahoo! Sports called "an increasingly dysfunctional atmosphere" on the Warriors' coaching staff.[43] Fewer than two weeks later, assistant coach Darren Erman was fired for secretly recording conversations between coaches, staff and players.[44] During the post season, rumors persisted in the press that Mark Jackson's job as head coach was in jeopardy, leading the players to make a unanimous declaration of support for Jackson's return only minutes after the Warriors' first-round, game seven playoff loss to the Clippers.[45] Nonetheless, three days later, on May 6, the team announced the firing of Mark Jackson as head coach.[46] In his three-season tenure as head coach, Jackson compiled a 121-109 (.526) record, overseeing a terrific turnaround. When Jackson took the helm in 2011, the franchise had made the playoffs only one time over the prior 17 seasons, averaging 30.2 wins per season during that period.[47] Jackson, 49, became just the third head coach in franchise history to lead a team to at least 50 wins in a season, joining Don Nelson and Alvin Attles, who both hit the mark twice with the Warriors. With 121 wins overall, Jackson ranks fourth on the franchise's all-time wins list, trailing Attles (557), Nelson (422) and Eddie Gottlieb (263).[48] On May 14, 2014, the Golden State Warriors named Steve Kerr the team's head coach in a reported $25 million deal over five years.[49] It was a first-time head-coaching position for Kerr, 48, a five-time NBA champion point guard who holds the all-time career record for accuracy in three-point shooting (.454). Kerr formerly served as president and general manager for the Phoenix Suns basketball team (2007 to 2010), and had most recently been working as an NBA broadcast analyst for Turner Network Television (TNT).

The Warriors completed the regular season with a record of 67-15, the best in the league and the most wins in franchise history.[50] The Warriors also finished with a home record of 39–2, the second best in NBA history. They were first in defensive efficiency for the season and second in offensive efficiency, barely missing the mark that the Julius Erving led Sixers achieved by being first in both offensive and defensive efficiency. On May 4, Stephen Curry was named the 2014–15 NBA Most Valuable Player, the first Warrior to do so since Wilt Chamberlain in 1960. In the first round of the playoffs, they swept the New Orleans Pelicans, defeated Memphis Grizzlies in the second round in six games and defeated Houston Rockets in five games of the Western Conference Finals. The Warriors advanced to their first NBA Finals since 1975, where they defeated the Cleveland Cavaliers in six games to win their fourth NBA title, and their first in 40 years. Andre Iguodala was named Finals MVP.[51]

Other highlights of the season included Stephen Curry breaking his own record for three-pointers made in a single season with 286. He and Klay Thompson made a combined 525 three-pointers, the most by a duo in NBA history. In the postseason, Curry shattered Reggie Miller's record of 58 made three-pointers in a single postseason with 98. On January 23, 2015, Klay Thompson broke an NBA record for points in a quarter with 37 in the third. Curry was also the leader in the voting polls for the 2015 NBA All-Star Game, won the 2014–15[image: External link] NBA Most Valuable Player award and the 2015 ESPYs Best Male Athlete award.
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 2015–16: Broken records




The Warriors began the season by winning their first 24 games, eclipsing the previous best start in NBA history, set by the 1993–94 Houston Rockets and the 1948–49 Washington Capitols at 15–0.[52][53] The Warriors surpassed the 1969–70 New York Knicks[image: External link] for the best road start in NBA history at 14–0, which is also the joint-third longest road win streak.[54] Their record-setting start ended when they were defeated by the Milwaukee Bucks on December 12, 2015.[55] The Warriors broke a 131-year-old record of 20–0 set by the 1884 St. Louis Maroons baseball team, to claim the best start to a season in all of the major professional sports in America[image: External link]. Golden State also won 28 consecutive regular-season games dating back to the 2014–15 season, eclipsing the 2012–13 Miami Heat for the second longest winning streak in NBA history.[53] The team set an NBA record 54-straight regular season home game winning streak, which spanned from January 31, 2015 to March 29, 2016. The previous record of 44 was held by the 1995–96 Chicago Bulls[image: External link] team led by Michael Jordan.[56]

Stephen Curry, Draymond Green and Klay Thompson were all named to the All-Star Game, the first time the Warriors have had three All-Stars since 1976. Green broke the Golden State franchise record of nine triple-doubles in a season. Curry broke numerous three-point records during the season, including his own NBA record for made three-pointers in a season of 286; he finished the season with 402 three pointers. He made a three-pointer in 151 consecutive games, which broke the NBA record of 127 set by Kyle Korver in 2014. On February 27, 2016, Curry also tied the NBA record of twelve three-pointers made in a single game[image: External link], jointly holding it with Donyell Marshall and Kobe Bryant.[57]

On April 13, 2016, Golden State set the record for most wins in a single season, beating Memphis, and finishing 73-9.[58] On May 10, 2016, Stephen Curry was named the NBA's Most Valuable Player (MVP) for the second straight season. Curry is the 11th player to win back-to-back MVP honors and became the first player in NBA history to win the MVP award by unanimous vote, winning all 131 first-place votes.[59] The Golden State Warriors went to their second consecutive appearance in the finals with a rematch against the Cleveland Cavaliers.[60] The Warriors went to a 3-1 advantage but the Cavaliers made a comeback to tie the series at 3 wins apiece.[61] In Game 7 the Golden State Warriors lost the championship series on their homecourt.[62]
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 2016–present: The "Fantastic Four" era




On July 4, 2016, Kevin Durant announced he would leave the Oklahoma City Thunder in order to sign a 2-year contract with the Golden State Warriors.[63] On July 7, Durant signed his contract, which gave the Warriors a fourth All-NBA player on their team.[64] The Durant signing made the Warriors the prohibitive favorites to win the NBA championship, according to oddsmakers.[65]
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 Move from Oakland back to San Francisco




In April 2014, the Warriors began the purchase process for a 12-acre site in Mission Bay, San Francisco, to hold a new 18,000-seat arena which they hope to have ready for the 2018–19 NBA season,[66] with construction to begin in early 2016.[67] The sale was finalized in October 2015.[68] The location was selected after an original proposal to construct the arena on Piers 30 and 32, just south of the Bay Bridge, met with vocal opposition due to concerns about traffic, environmental impacts and obstruction of views.[69] The new location, which still faces some vocal opposition in San Francisco, apparently eliminates the need for any voter approval, which would have been required with the original site.[70] Some type of waterfront park is planned across from the projected arena, which will be located at an already-existing Muni T-Third stop. The Central Subway, planned to open in 2018, may provide a direct connection between the new site and the downtown Powell Street Muni/BART station. The Golden State Warriors may consider a concurrent name change, possibly returning to their former name of San Francisco Warriors. Input from fans will be sought before making any official name change.[71] On January 27, 2016, it was announced that the Warriors' new arena would be called Chase Center as part of an agreement with JP Morgan Chase[image: External link].[72]
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 Rivalries
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 Los Angeles Lakers




The rivalry between the Lakers and the Warriors began in the 1967 NBA Playoffs. The Warriors settled in Philadelphia for 16 years. They moved to San Francisco in 1962. In 1971, the team renamed themselves as the Golden State Warriors. Their first meeting was in the Western Division Semi-Finals and the Warriors won the series in a three-game sweep. The Lakers swept the Warriors in four games in the Western Division Finals in 1968 and defeated them in six games in the semi-finals in 1969. In the 1973 NBA Playoffs, the Lakers defeated Golden State in five games in the Western Conference Finals. Four years later, they met again the Western Conference Semi-Finals and the Lakers won the series in seven games. In the next ten years, they met once met again in the semi-finals and the Lakers won over the Warriors in five games. Their last meeting was in 1991 and the Lakers defeated Golden State once again in the semi-finals.
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 Los Angeles Clippers




This rivalry started right after the start of 2013 in a game in Oracle Arena in Oakland. Clippers forward Blake Griffin airballed a three-pointer, causing extreme reactions and taunts from the Warriors' bench and the Warriors won that game. They then played again three days later at Staples Center in Los Angeles where Clippers dominated and Lob City was in full effect. On January 23, they played for the third time in January at Oracle Arena. Blake Griffin air-balled a 3-point again causing similar results from the Warriors' bench and the Warriors won. During the off-season, the Clippers hired coach Doc Rivers from the Boston Celtics.

The rivalry took a huge step forward in the 2013–14 season. Their first meeting was on Halloween and the game was nationally-televised. During the game, Warriors center Andrew Bogut did a hard foul on Clippers center DeAndre Jordan, who is a poor free-throw shooter. Jordan responded by shoving Bogut, and Bogut shoved Jordan back causing more players and officials to get involved. The Clippers won 126–115. They also met on Christmas Day featuring two ejections. Warriors forward Draymond Green got ejected for elbowing Blake Griffin at the end of the third quarter. Griffin got ejected later during the fourth quarter. The Warriors won 105–103. After the game, Clippers point guard Chris Paul and Andrew Bogut started a fight involving players and coaches from both team.

They met in the 2014 NBA Playoffs[image: External link] in the first round and it got intense. The Warriors barely won Game 1 in Los Angeles, but the Clippers responded by winning Game 2 by 40 points. They also escaped by winning Game 3 in Oracle Arena. After the game, the Clippers owner Donald Sterling was accused for saying racist comments on tape about African Americans. He ended up facing a lifetime ban after the Warriors blowout win in Game 4. The Clippers won Game 5 in Staples Center where Warriors guard Stephen Curry had 8 turnovers, so the Warriors were on the brink of elimination. The Warriors barely won Game 6 in Oakland avoiding elimination, leading to Game 7. Game 7 was intense, where the Warriors dominated in the first half and the Clippers in the second half. The Clippers won in a shootout 126–121. Afterwards, the Warriors fired coach Mark Jackson and later hired Steve Kerr.

In the 2014–15 season, they met on Christmas Day for the second straight year, but this time, the game was in Staples Center, where the Clippers won. Despite the Clippers' win, the Warriors won the other three meetings.
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 Television




Bob Fitzgerald has done television play-by-play[image: External link], and former Warrior guard Jim Barnett[image: External link] has done color commentary for the Warriors for more than 15 years, currently on Comcast SportsNet Bay Area, where they telecast more than 70 Warrior games a year.[73] They also host Roundtable Live, a half-hour pre-game show leading up to the broadcast of select Golden State home games. Fitzgerald is in his 16th season as the Warriors' play-by-play man, while Barnett is in his 27th season as color man. Greg Papa and Garry St. Jean are the third and fourth members of the telecast team, specializing in in-game, halftime and post-game analysis, while Rosalyn Gold-Onwude serves as the sideline reporter.
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 Radio




Tim Roye has done the radio play-by-play[image: External link] for Warrior games since 1995. He is joined in the booth by former Warriors forward Tom Tolbert for home games only. On August 25, 2016 the Warriors announced they were leaving long time station KNBR and all of their games will be broadcast on KGMZ[image: External link].[74] After each game, Roye, Fitzgerald and Barnett get together for post-game radio analysis and a next-game preview.
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 Season-by-season records




See: List of Golden State Warriors seasons
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 Home arenas





	
Philadelphia Arena (1946–1962)

	
Philadelphia Convention Hall (1952–1962)

	
Cow Palace[image: External link] (1962–1964, 1966–1971 and two games in 1975 NBA Finals)

	
San Francisco Civic Auditorium (1964–1966)

	USF War Memorial Gymnasium (1964–1966)

	
San Diego Sports Arena (1971–1972 – six games)

	
San Jose Arena (1996–1997)

	
Coliseum Arena/The Arena in Oakland/Oracle Arena (1966–1967, 1971–1996 and 1997–present)

	
Chase Center (2019, planned)[75]
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 Training facilities




The team trains at Oakland Convention Center, Oakland, California.
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 Head coaches




See: List of Golden State Warriors head coaches




	Coaching history



	Coach
	Tenure



	Edward Gottlieb
	1946–1955



	George Senesky
	1955–1958



	Al Cervi
	1958–1959



	Neil Johnston
	1959–1961



	Frank McGuire
	1961–1962



	Bob Feerick
	1962–1963



	Alex Hannum
	1963–1966



	Bill Sharman
	1966–1968



	George Lee
	1968–1970



	Al Attles
	1970–1980



	Johnny Bach
	1980



	Al Attles
	1980–1983



	Johnny Bach
	1983–1986



	George Karl
	1986–1988



	Ed Gregory
	1988



	Don Nelson
	1988–1995



	Bob Lanier[image: External link]
	1995



	Rick Adelman
	1995–1997



	P. J. Carlesimo
	1997–1999



	Garry St. Jean
	1999–2000



	Dave Cowens
	2000–2001



	Brian Winters
	2001–2002



	Eric Musselman
	2002–2004



	Mike Montgomery
	2004–2006



	Don Nelson
	2006–2010



	Keith Smart
	2010–2011



	Mark Jackson
	2011–2014



	Steve Kerr
	2014–present
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 Players




See: Golden State Warriors all-time roster
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 Current roster






	

Golden State Warriors roster


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]











	Players
	Coaches



	


	Pos.
	No.
	Name
	Height
	Weight
	DOB (YYYY-MM-DD)
	From



	F
	22
	Barnes, Matt
	6 ft 7 in (2.01 m)
	226 lb (103 kg)
	1980-03-09
	UCLA[image: External link]



	G
	21
	Clark, Ian
	6 ft 3 in (1.91 m)
	175 lb (79 kg)
	1991-03-07
	Belmont



	G
	30
	Curry, Stephen (C)
	6 ft 3 in (1.91 m)
	190 lb (86 kg)
	1988-03-14
	Davidson



	F
	35
	Durant, Kevin  (C)
	6 ft 9 in (2.06 m)
	240 lb (109 kg)
	1988-09-29
	Texas



	F
	23
	Green, Draymond (C)
	6 ft 7 in (2.01 m)
	230 lb (104 kg)
	1990-03-04
	Michigan State



	G/F
	9
	Iguodala, Andre (C)
	6 ft 6 in (1.98 m)
	215 lb (98 kg)
	1984-01-28
	Arizona



	C[image: External link]
	15
	Jones, Damian (DL)
	7 ft 0 in (2.13 m)
	245 lb (111 kg)
	1995-06-30
	Vanderbilt



	G
	34
	Livingston, Shaun
	6 ft 7 in (2.01 m)
	192 lb (87 kg)
	1985-09-11
	Peoria Central HS (IL)



	F
	5
	Looney, Kevon
	6 ft 9 in (2.06 m)
	220 lb (100 kg)
	1996-02-06
	UCLA[image: External link]



	F
	20
	McAdoo, James Michael
	6 ft 9 in (2.06 m)
	240 lb (109 kg)
	1993-01-04
	North Carolina



	G
	0
	McCaw, Patrick
	6 ft 7 in (2.01 m)
	185 lb (84 kg)
	1995-10-25
	UNLV



	C[image: External link]
	1
	McGee, JaVale
	7 ft 0 in (2.13 m)
	270 lb (122 kg)
	1988-01-19
	Nevada



	C[image: External link]
	27
	Pachulia, Zaza
	6 ft 11 in (2.11 m)
	275 lb (125 kg)
	1984-02-10
	Georgia



	G
	11
	Thompson, Klay (C)
	6 ft 7 in (2.01 m)
	215 lb (98 kg)
	1990-02-08
	Washington State[image: External link]



	F
	3
	West, David
	6 ft 9 in (2.06 m)
	250 lb (113 kg)
	1980-08-29
	Xavier





	

	Head coach




	Steve Kerr




	Assistant coach(es)




	Ron Adams

	Jarron Collins

	
Mike Brown (associate HC)

	Chris DeMarco (player development)

	
Bruce Fraser (player development)

	
Willie Green (player development)






	Legend





	
(C) Team captain

	
(DP) Unsigned draft pick

	
(FA) Free agent

	
(S) Suspended

	
(DL) On assignment to D-League affiliate

	Injured







Roster[image: External link] • Transactions[image: External link]

Last transaction: 2017-03-03
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 Retained draft rights




The Warriors hold the draft rights to the following unsigned draft picks who have been playing outside the NBA. A drafted player, either an international draftee or a college draftee, who isn't signed by the team that drafted him, is allowed to sign with any non-NBA teams. In this case, the team retains the player's draft rights in the NBA until one year after the player's contract with the non-NBA team ends.[76] This list includes draft rights that were acquired from trades with other teams.



	Draft
	Round
	Pick
	Player
	Pos.
	Nationality
	Current team
	Note(s)
	Ref
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 Retired numbers




[77]



	Golden State Warriors retired numbers



	No.
	Player
	Position
	Tenure



	13
	Chamberlain, WiltWilt Chamberlain
	C[image: External link]
	1959–1965 1



	14
	Meschery, TomTom Meschery
	F
	1961–1967 2



	16
	Attles, AlAl Attles
	G
	1960–1971 3



	17
	Mullin, ChrisChris Mullin [78]
	G/F
	1985–1997, 2000–2001 4



	24
	Barry, RickRick Barry
	F
	1965–1967, 1972–1978 5



	42
	Thurmond, NateNate Thurmond
	C[image: External link]
	1963–1974




Notes:


	
1 Includes Chamberlain's tenure (1959–62) in Philadelphia.


	
2 Includes Meschery's tenure (1961–62) in Philadelphia.


	
3 Includes Attles' tenure (1960–62) in Philadelphia. He also served as head coach from 1969 to 1983.


	
4 Also general manager from 2004 to 2009.


	Meschery, Attles, Barry, Thurmond and Mullin are also members of the Bay Area Sports Hall of Fame.
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 Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame members






	Golden State Warriors Hall of Famers



	Players



	No.
	Name
	Position
	Tenure
	Inducted
	No.
	Name
	Position
	Tenure
	Inducted



	17
	Andy Phillip
	G/F
	1950–1953
	1961
	00
	Robert Parish
	C[image: External link]
	1976–1980
	2003



	14
	Tom Gola
	F/G
	1955–1962
	1976
	17
	Chris Mullin
	G/F
	1985–1997

2000–2001
	2011



	10
	Joe Fulks
	F
	1946–1954
	1978
	41
	Jamaal Wilkes
	F
	1974–1977
	2012



	11
	Paul Arizin
	F/G
	1950–1962
	1978
	50
	Ralph Sampson
	C[image: External link]/F
	1987–1989
	2012



	13
	Wilt Chamberlain
	C[image: External link]
	1959–1965
	1978
	30
	Bernard King
	F
	1980–1982
	2013



	16
	Jerry Lucas[image: External link]
	F/C
	1969–1971
	1980
	25
	Guy Rodgers
	G
	1958–1966
	2014



	42
	Nate Thurmond
	F/C
	1963–1974
	1985
	23
	Mitch Richmond
	G
	1988–1991
	2014



	24
	Rick Barry
	F
	1965–1967

1972–1978
	1987
	13
	Šarūnas Marčiulionis
	G
	1989–1994
	2014



	6
	Neil Johnston
	C[image: External link]
	1951–1959
	1990
	10
	Jo Jo White
	G
	1979–1980
	2015



	Coaches



	No.
	Name
	Position
	Tenure
	Inducted
	No.
	Name
	Position
	Tenure
	Inducted



	—
	Frank McGuire
	Coach
	1961–1962
	1977
	—
	Bill Sharman
	Coach
	1966–1968
	2004



	—
	Alex Hannum
	Coach
	1963–1966
	1998
	—
	Don Nelson
	Coach
	1988–1995

2006–2010
	2012



	Contributors



	No.
	Name
	Position
	Tenure
	Inducted
	No.
	Name
	Position
	Tenure
	Inducted



	—
	Eddie Gottlieb
	Founder/

Owner
	1946–1962
	1972
	—
	Pete Newell
	Scout
	1977–1984
	1979




Arizin, Fulks, Gola, Johnston and Phillip played all or most of their tenure with the Warriors in Philadelphia. Rodgers' tenure was evenly divided between Philadelphia and San Francisco, and Chamberlain's nearly so. King (Knicks), Lucas (Knicks), Parish (Celtics), Richmond ( Kings[image: External link]), Sampson (University of Virginia and Rockets), White (Celtics), and Wilkes (Lakers) were elected mostly for their performances with other teams. Marčiulionis played most of his NBA career with Golden State, but his induction is also for his distinguished international career ( Statyba[image: External link], USSR, and Lithuania). Of those elected to the hall primarily as Warriors, only Thurmond, Barry and Mullin spent significant time with the team since the 1971 move to Oakland and the name change to "Golden State".
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 FIBA Hall of Famers






	Golden State Warriors Hall of Famers



	Players



	No.
	Name
	Position
	Tenure
	Inducted



	13
	Šarūnas Marčiulionis
	G
	1989–1994
	2015
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 Franchise leaders








	Career Leaders



	Category
	Player
	Statistics



	Games Played
	Chris Mullin
	807



	Points
	Wilt Chamberlain
	17,783



	Rebounds
	Nate Thurmond
	12,771



	Assists
	Guy Rodgers
	4,855



	Steals
	Chris Mullin
	1,360



	Blocks
	Adonal Foyle
	1,140



	Field Goals
	Wilt Chamberlain
	7,216



	Field Goal Percentage
	Andris Biedrins
	.595



	3-Point Field Goals
	Stephen Curry
	1,593



	3-Point Field Goal Percentage
	Anthony Morrow
	.460



	Free Throws
	Paul Arizin
	5,010



	Free Throw Percentage
	Stephen Curry
	.902



	Points Per Game
	Wilt Chamberlain
	41.5



	Rebounds Per Game
	Wilt Chamberlain
	25.1



	Assists Per Game
	Tim Hardaway
	9.3



	Steals Per Game
	Rick Barry
	2.3



	Blocks Per Game
	Manute Bol[image: External link]
	3.7
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 Individual awards






Most Valuable Player


	
Wilt Chamberlain – 1960

	
Stephen Curry – 2015, 2016



NBA Finals MVP


	
Rick Barry – 1975

	
Andre Iguodala – 2015



NBA Scoring Champion


	
Joe Fulks – 1947

	
Paul Arizin – 1952, 1957

	
Neil Johnston – 1953–1955

	
Wilt Chamberlain – 1960–1964

	
Rick Barry – 1967

	
Stephen Curry – 2016



NBA Rookie of the Year


	
Woody Sauldsberry – 1958

	
Wilt Chamberlain – 1960

	
Rick Barry – 1966

	
Jamaal Wilkes – 1975

	
Mitch Richmond – 1989

	
Chris Webber[image: External link] – 1994



NBA Most Improved Player of the Year


	
Gilbert Arenas – 2003

	
Monta Ellis – 2007



NBA Executive of the Year


	
Dick Vertlieb – 1975

	
Bob Myers - 2015



NBA Coach of the Year


	
Alex Hannum – 1964

	
Don Nelson – 1992

	
Steve Kerr – 2016



NBA Sportsmanship Award


	
Stephen Curry – 2011






All-NBA First Team


	
Joe Fulks – 1947–1949

	
Howie Dallmar – 1948

	
Paul Arizin – 1952, 1956, 1957

	
Neil Johnston – 1953–1956

	
Wilt Chamberlain – 1960–1962, 1964

	
Rick Barry – 1966, 1967, 1974–1976

	
Chris Mullin – 1992

	
Latrell Sprewell – 1994

	
Stephen Curry – 2015, 2016



All-NBA Second Team


	
Joe Fulks – 1951

	
Andy Phillip – 1952, 1953

	
Jack George – 1956

	
Neil Johnston – 1957

	
Tom Gola – 1958

	
Paul Arizin – 1959

	
Wilt Chamberlain – 1963

	
Rick Barry – 1973

	
Phil Smith[image: External link] – 1976

	
Bernard King – 1982

	
Chris Mullin – 1989, 1991

	
Tim Hardaway – 1992

	
Stephen Curry – 2014

	
Draymond Green – 2016



All-NBA Third Team


	
Chris Mullin – 1990

	
Tim Hardaway – 1993

	
David Lee – 2013

	
Klay Thompson – 2015, 2016






NBA All-Defensive First Team


	
Nate Thurmond – 1969, 1971

	
Andre Iguodala – 2014

	
Draymond Green – 2015, 2016



NBA All-Defensive Second Team


	
Rudy LaRusso – 1969

	
Nate Thurmond – 1972–1974

	
Phil Smith[image: External link] – 1976

	
Jamaal Wilkes – 1976, 1977

	
E.C. Coleman – 1978

	
Latrell Sprewell – 1994

	
Andrew Bogut – 2015



NBA All-Rookie First Team


	
Nate Thurmond – 1964

	
Fred Hetzel – 1966

	
Rick Barry – 1966

	
Jamaal Wilkes – 1975

	
Gus Williams – 1976

	
Joe Barry Carroll – 1981

	
Larry Smith[image: External link] – 1981

	
Mitch Richmond – 1989

	
Tim Hardaway – 1990

	
Billy Owens – 1992

	
Chris Webber[image: External link] – 1994

	
Joe Smith – 1996

	
Marc Jackson – 2001

	
Jason Richardson – 2002

	
Stephen Curry – 2010

	
Klay Thompson – 2012

	
Harrison Barnes – 2013



NBA All-Rookie Second Team


	
Latrell Sprewell – 1993

	
Donyell Marshall – 1995

	
Antawn Jamison – 1999
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 NBA All-Star Weekend






NBA All-Star selections


	
Paul Arizin – 1951, 1952, 1955–1962

	
Joe Fulks – 1951, 1952

	
Andy Phillip – 1951, 1952

	
Neil Johnston – 1953–1958

	
Jack George - 1956, 1957

	
Woody Sauldsberry – 1959

	
Tom Gola – 1960–1962

	
Wilt Chamberlain – 1960–1965

	
Tom Meschery – 1963

	
Guy Rodgers – 1963, 1964, 1966

	
Nate Thurmond – 1965–1968, 1970, 1973, 1974

	
Rick Barry – 1966, 1967, 1973–1978

	
Jim King[image: External link] - 1968

	
Clyde Lee - 1968

	
Rudy LaRusso – 1968, 1969

	
Jeff Mullins[image: External link] – 1969–1971

	
Jerry Lucas[image: External link] – 1971

	
Cazzie Russell[image: External link] – 1972

	
Jamaal Wilkes – 1976

	
Phil Smith[image: External link] – 1976, 1977

	
Bernard King - 1982

	
Sleepy Floyd – 1987

	
Joe Barry Carroll – 1987

	
Chris Mullin – 1989–1993

	
Tim Hardaway – 1991–1993

	
Latrell Sprewell – 1994, 1995, 1997

	
David Lee – 2013

	
Stephen Curry – 2014–2017

	
Klay Thompson – 2015–2017

	
Draymond Green – 2016, 2017

	
Kevin Durant – 2017






NBA All-Star Game head coach


	
Alex Hannum – 1965

	
Bill Sharman – 1968

	
Al Attles – 1975, 1976

	
Don Nelson – 1992

	
Steve Kerr – 2015, 2017



NBA All-Star Game MVP


	
Paul Arizin – 1952

	
Wilt Chamberlain – 1960

	
Rick Barry – 1967



Slam Dunk Contest


	
Jason Richardson – 2002, 2003



Three-Point Contest


	
Stephen Curry – 2015

	
Klay Thompson – 2016
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 Notes






	
^ Philadelphia was 1947 league championship finalist—and won the inaugural 1947 BAA Finals—not as Eastern champion but as winner of the runners-up bracket. The Eastern and Western champions met in one best-of-seven semifinal series while four runners-up played best-of-three series to determine the other league finalist. The Warriors were second in the East, won the runners-up bracket, and defeated the Western champion Chicago. Next year the Baltimore Bullets won the runners-up bracket and defeated the Eastern champion Warriors in the 1948 BAA Finals.

"1946–47 BAA Season Summary"[image: External link].

  "1947–48 BAA Season Summary"[image: External link]. Basketball-Reference.com. Retrieved 2015-03-01.


	
^ a b California made "The Golden State" its official state nickname in 1968.

"California State Symbols"[image: External link]. California State Library[image: External link]. May 10, 2015. Retrieved May 11, 2015.


	
^ a b After three seasons the eastern BAA merged with the older, midwestern National Basketball League (NBL) to create the NBA prior to the 1949–50 season. The NBA recognizes BAA history as the first stage of its own and begins its list of champions with the 1947 Warriors.

"NBA Season Recaps"[image: External link]. NBA History (nba.com/history). July 1, 2014. Retrieved 2015-06-24.
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2016–17 Golden State Warriors Season





The 2016–17 Golden State Warriors season is the 71st season of the franchise in the National Basketball Association (NBA), and its 55th in the San Francisco Bay Area. Golden State entered the season as runners-up in the 2016 NBA Finals, after a record breaking regular-season in 2015–16. With the acquisition of free agent Kevin Durant in offseason, the Warriors were hailed as a "Superteam" by the media and fans, forming a new All-Star[image: External link] "Big Four" of Durant, Stephen Curry, Klay Thompson and Draymond Green.[1][2][3]

Golden State won the Pacific Division title for the third consecutive season and fifth time overall. Stephen Curry set four three-point NBA records this season; most three-pointers made in a single game (13), most consecutive games (regular-season and postseason combined) with a made three-pointer (196), most consecutive regular-season games with a made three-pointer (157) and most consecutive regular-season games with a made three-pointer on the road (117).[4]

Kevin Durant, Stephen Curry, Klay Thompson and Draymond Green were all named to the All-Star Game[image: External link], the first time Golden State have had four All-Stars and just the eighth time in NBA history a single team has had four players in the game.[5] The Warriors were the first team to clinch a playoff berth this season, and the fastest to do so in NBA history, achieving the feat on February 25, 2017.[6]
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 Preseason




The 2016 NBA Draft[image: External link] was held on June 23, 2016, at the Barclays Center[image: External link] in Brooklyn[image: External link]. The Warriors chose center Damian Jones out of Vanderbilt with the 30th pick of the first round. They also acquired the draft rights of swingman Patrick McCaw, the 38th pick of the second round. Warriors forwards Harrison Barnes and Draymond Green and guard Klay Thompson were selected to participate on the 2016 USA Basketball National Team[image: External link] that competed in the 2016 Olympic Games[image: External link]. The Warriors were the only team with three representatives on the Olympic squad. Stephen Curry withdrew from selection due to injury.[7]

On July 4, seven time All-star[image: External link] forward Kevin Durant announced he was leaving the Oklahoma City Thunder to join the Warriors.[8][9] To clear cap space for Durant, the Warriors traded Andrew Bogut to the Dallas Mavericks and didn't match offers for five of their out of contract free agents, losing Harrison Barnes to the Dallas Mavericks, Brandon Rush to the Minnesota Timberwolves, Leandro Barbosa[image: External link] to the Phoenix Suns[image: External link], Festus Ezeli to the Portland Trail Blazers and Marreese Speights to the Los Angeles Clippers. Golden State added veteran big men Zaza Pachulia and David West to their roster and retained Ian Clark, James Michael McAdoo and Anderson Varejao[image: External link]. The Warriors added Mike Brown as assistant coach on July 6, replacing Luke Walton[image: External link], who left to take over as the Los Angeles Lakers head coach.

On August 21, the United States[image: External link] beat Serbia[image: External link] 96–66 at the Rio Summer Olympics[image: External link] to win the Gold medal. Kevin Durant, Klay Thompson and Draymond Green joined Chris Mullin (in 1992[image: External link]), as the only Warriors players to capture Olympic Gold medals. Durant led the team by averaging 19.4 points during Team USA's 8–0 run to victory.[10]

The Warriors lost their opening preseason game against the Toronto Raptors on October 1, they then beat the Clippers, Kings[image: External link], Nuggets, Lakers (twice) and Trail Blazers, to finish preparation for the season with a 6–1 record. Kevin Durant led the team in scoring, averaging 20.9 points per game, followed by Stephen Curry (19.7) and Klay Thompson (18.0). On October 20, Golden State finalized their 15-man roster, with the addition of free agent center JaVale McGee.
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 Regular season




The Warriors opened the season on October 25, 2016, with a 29-point home loss to the San Antonio Spurs in which Kawhi Leonard[image: External link] scored a career-high 35 points.[11] They would respond by winning their next 4 games, including a 26-point victory over the Oklahoma City Thunder at home on November 3. This marked the first and highly-anticipated meeting between former teammates Kevin Durant and Russell Westbrook[image: External link]. Durant scored 39 points in the win, the most by any player debuting against his former team.[12]

After having his streak of consecutive games with a three-pointer come to an end the previous game, Stephen Curry set a new record of 13 three-pointers made in a single game during a victory over the New Orleans Pelicans on November 7.[13]

On January 26, Kevin Durant, Stephen Curry, Klay Thompson and Draymond Green were all named to the All-Star Game[image: External link], the first time Golden State have had four All-Stars and just the eighth time in NBA history a single team has had four players in the game. Golden State's Steve Kerr coached the Western Conference[image: External link] team.[5]

On February 25, with the Warriors winning against the Brooklyn Nets,[14] they secured a playoff berth for the fifth consecutive season, the first team in the league for the second consecutive season, and the fastest in the NBA history, beating out their record last season by two days.[15]
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	See also: NBA regular season records[image: External link] and NBA post-season records.
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 NBA records





	As of March 2, 2017.
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Most three-pointers made in a single game: 13 (Stephen Curry, previous record of 12 held jointly by Curry, Kobe Bryant, and Donyell Marshall)[16]


	
Most consecutive regular-season games with twenty or more points: 72 (Kevin Durant, joint-fourth with Michael Jordan on all time NBA streak list. Streak ended November 10, 2016 when Durant scored 18 against the Denver Nuggets)[4]


	
Most consecutive games (regular-season and postseason combined) with a made three-pointer: 196 (Stephen Curry, streak ended on November 4, 2016 against the LA Lakers[image: External link], with Curry going 0 for 10 from three-point range)[4]


	
Most consecutive regular-season games with a made three-pointer: 157 (Stephen Curry, previous record of 127 held by Kyle Korver)[16]


	
Most consecutive regular-season games with a made three-pointer on the road: 117 (Stephen Curry)[4]


	
First player to score 60 points in a game in under 30 minutes: Klay Thompson scored 60 points in 29 minutes against the Indiana Pacers on December 5, 2016, the first player to do this in the shot clock era (since 1954–55)[4]


	
First player to record a triple-double while scoring fewer than ten points: Draymond Green (12 rebounds, 10 assists, 10 steals)[4]
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Most games without back-to-back losses in regular-season: 146 (from April 9, 2015 – March 2, 2017). Previous record of 95 was held by the Utah Jazz[image: External link].[4]


	
First team to have four different players hit four three-pointers in a single game: Curry, Durant, Klay Thompson and Draymond Green all hit four three-pointers, first time in NBA history a team has done this.[4]


	
Most combined three-point attempts in a single game: 88 (Both the Warriors and the Houston Rockets took 44 attempts each on December 1, 2016.)[4]


	
Most games with a 40-point winning margin or higher in regular-season: 3 (tied with five other teams for NBA record)[4]


	
Most players in the All-Star Game: Four, equalling the record shared by seven other teams in NBA history.[17]
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Most steals in a game: 10 (Draymond Green, the NBA record is 11)[4]


	
Most consecutive games with a made three-pointer at home: 107 (Stephen Curry, Kyle Korver holds the NBA record with 132)[4]


	
Only Warriors players to score 60 points or more in a game: Klay Thompson scored 60 points against the Indiana Pacers on December 5, 2016. He joins Wilt Chamberlain, Rick Barry and Joe Fulks as the only players in franchise history to score 60 or more points in a game.[4]
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Most games with 30+ assists in a regular-season: 47 (previous best was 43 set in 2015–16 season. The NBA record is 52 set by the LA Lakers in the 1984–85 season)[4]


	
Most assists in a game: 47 (most assists in a game in the NBA since the Phoenix Suns[image: External link] had 47 in the 1991–92 season)[4]


	
Most games in a row with 30+ assists: 10 (the Charlotte Hornets hold the NBA record with 13 set in 1989)[4]


	
Most games in a season with 40+ assists: 3 (most in the NBA since the 1996–97 Chicago Bulls[image: External link] had 3)[4]


	
Most three-pointers attempted in a game: 48 (against the Charlotte Hornets on February 1, 2017. The Warriors shot 21-of-48 (.438)[4]
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 Draft




See: 2016 NBA draft[image: External link]




	Round
	Pick
	Player
	Position
	Nationality
	School / club team



	1
	30
	Damian Jones[18][19]
	C[image: External link]
	 United States
	Vanderbilt[image: External link]
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 Roster






	

Golden State Warriors roster


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]











	Players
	Coaches



	


	Pos.
	No.
	Name
	Height
	Weight
	DOB (YYYY-MM-DD)
	From



	F
	22
	Barnes, Matt
	6 ft 7 in (2.01 m)
	226 lb (103 kg)
	1980-03-09
	UCLA[image: External link]



	G
	21
	Clark, Ian
	6 ft 3 in (1.91 m)
	175 lb (79 kg)
	1991-03-07
	Belmont



	G
	30
	Curry, Stephen (C)
	6 ft 3 in (1.91 m)
	190 lb (86 kg)
	1988-03-14
	Davidson



	F
	35
	Durant, Kevin  (C)
	6 ft 9 in (2.06 m)
	240 lb (109 kg)
	1988-09-29
	Texas



	F
	23
	Green, Draymond (C)
	6 ft 7 in (2.01 m)
	230 lb (104 kg)
	1990-03-04
	Michigan State



	G/F
	9
	Iguodala, Andre (C)
	6 ft 6 in (1.98 m)
	215 lb (98 kg)
	1984-01-28
	Arizona



	C[image: External link]
	15
	Jones, Damian (DL)
	7 ft 0 in (2.13 m)
	245 lb (111 kg)
	1995-06-30
	Vanderbilt



	G
	34
	Livingston, Shaun
	6 ft 7 in (2.01 m)
	192 lb (87 kg)
	1985-09-11
	Peoria Central HS (IL)



	F
	5
	Looney, Kevon
	6 ft 9 in (2.06 m)
	220 lb (100 kg)
	1996-02-06
	UCLA[image: External link]



	F
	20
	McAdoo, James Michael
	6 ft 9 in (2.06 m)
	240 lb (109 kg)
	1993-01-04
	North Carolina



	G
	0
	McCaw, Patrick
	6 ft 7 in (2.01 m)
	185 lb (84 kg)
	1995-10-25
	UNLV



	C[image: External link]
	1
	McGee, JaVale
	7 ft 0 in (2.13 m)
	270 lb (122 kg)
	1988-01-19
	Nevada



	C[image: External link]
	27
	Pachulia, Zaza
	6 ft 11 in (2.11 m)
	275 lb (125 kg)
	1984-02-10
	Georgia



	G
	11
	Thompson, Klay (C)
	6 ft 7 in (2.01 m)
	215 lb (98 kg)
	1990-02-08
	Washington State[image: External link]



	F
	3
	West, David
	6 ft 9 in (2.06 m)
	250 lb (113 kg)
	1980-08-29
	Xavier





	

	Head coach




	Steve Kerr




	Assistant coach(es)




	Ron Adams

	Jarron Collins

	
Mike Brown (associate HC)

	Chris DeMarco (player development)

	
Bruce Fraser (player development)

	
Willie Green (player development)






	Legend





	
(C) Team captain

	
(DP) Unsigned draft pick

	
(FA) Free agent

	
(S) Suspended

	
(DL) On assignment to D-League affiliate

	Injured







Roster[image: External link] • Transactions[image: External link]

Last transaction: 2017-03-03
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	Pacific Division
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div
	GP



	y – Golden State Warriors
	61
	14
	.813
	0.0
	31–4
	30–10
	12–2
	75



	x – Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	45
	31
	.592
	16.5
	25–12
	20–19
	7–6
	76



	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	29
	46
	.387
	32.0
	15–23
	14–23
	6–7
	75



	o – Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	22
	53
	.293
	39.0
	13–23
	9–30
	3–10
	75



	o – Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	21
	53
	.284
	39.5
	13–24
	8–29
	5–8
	74
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 Conference






	Western Conference[image: External link]



	#
	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	GP



	1
	y – Golden State Warriors *
	61
	14
	.813
	–
	75



	2
	x – San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] *
	57
	17
	.770
	3.5
	74



	3
	x – Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	51
	23
	.689
	9.5
	74



	4
	x – Utah Jazz[image: External link] *
	46
	29
	.613
	15.0
	75



	5
	x – Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	45
	31
	.592
	16.5
	76



	6
	x – Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]
	43
	31
	.581
	17.5
	74



	7
	Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	41
	34
	.547
	20.0
	75



	8
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	36
	38
	.486
	24.5
	74



	



	9
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	35
	39
	.473
	25.5
	74



	10
	New Orleans Pelicans[image: External link]
	32
	43
	.427
	29.0
	75



	11
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	31
	43
	.419
	29.5
	74



	12
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	29
	44
	.397
	31.0
	73



	13
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	29
	46
	.387
	32.0
	75



	14
	o – Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	22
	53
	.293
	39.0
	75



	15
	o – Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	21
	53
	.284
	39.5
	74
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 Pre-season






	2016 pre-season game log

Total: 6–1 (Home: 3–0; Road: 3–1)



	

Pre-season: 6–1 (Home: 3–0; Road: 3–1)







	2016–17 season schedule[image: External link]
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 Regular season






	2016–17 game log

Total: 61–14 (Home: 31–4; Road: 30–10)



	

October: 2–1 (Home: 0–1; Road: 2–0)







	

November : 14–1 (Home: 7–0; Road: 7–1)







	

December : 13–3 (Home: 7–1; Road: 6–2)







	

January : 12–2 (Home: 7–1; Road: 5–1)







	

February : 9–3 (Home: 5–0; Road: 4–3)







	

March: 11–4 (Home: 5–1; Road: 6–3)




	Game
	Date

Time
	Team
	Score
	High points
	High rebounds
	High assists
	Location

Attendance
	Record



	61
	March 2
	@ Chicago[image: External link]
	L 87–94[image: External link]
	Stephen Curry (23)
	Draymond Green (8)
	Draymond Green (7)
	United Center[image: External link]

22,253
	50−11



	62
	March 5
	@ New York[image: External link]
	W 112–105[image: External link]
	Stephen Curry (31)
	Stephen Curry (6)
	Stephen Curry (8)
	Madison Square Garden[image: External link]

19,812
	51−11



	63
	March 6
	@ Atlanta[image: External link]
	W 119–111[image: External link]
	Stephen Curry (24)
	Draymond Green (8)
	Stephen Curry (9)
	Philips Arena[image: External link]

16,176
	52–11



	64
	March 8
	Boston[image: External link]
	L 86–99[image: External link]
	Klay Thompson (25)
	Draymond Green (8)
	Stephen Curry (6)
	Oracle Arena

19,596
	52−12



	65
	March 10
	@ Minnesota[image: External link]
	L 102–103[image: External link]
	Klay Thompson (30)
	Draymond Green (7)
	Green, Curry (7)
	Target Center[image: External link]

20,412
	52–13



	66
	March 11
	@ San Antonio[image: External link]
	L 85–107[image: External link]
	Ian Clark[image: External link] (36)
	Zaza Pachulia (12)
	Matt Barnes (5)
	AT&T Center[image: External link]

18,418
	52−14



	67
	March 14
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	W 106–104[image: External link]
	Stephen Curry (29)
	Matt Barnes (9)
	Draymond Green (8)
	Oracle Arena

19,596
	53−14



	68
	March 16
	Orlando[image: External link]
	W 122–92[image: External link]
	Klay Thompson (29)
	Draymond Green (11)
	Stephen Curry (9)
	Oracle Arena

19,596
	54−14



	69
	March 18
	Milwaukee[image: External link]
	W 117–92[image: External link]
	Stephen Curry (28)
	Matt Barnes (9)
	Draymond Green (10)
	Oracle Arena

19,596
	55−14



	70
	March 20
	@ Oklahoma City[image: External link]
	W 111–95[image: External link]
	Klay Thompson (34)
	Draymond Green (10)
	Green, Curry (6)
	Chesapeake Energy Arena[image: External link]

18,203
	56−14



	71
	March 21
	@ Dallas[image: External link]
	W 112–87[image: External link]
	Klay Thompson (23)
	Draymond Green (7)
	Stephen Curry (9)
	American Airlines Center[image: External link]

20,453
	57−14



	72
	March 24
	Sacramento[image: External link]
	W 114–100[image: External link]
	Stephen Curry (27)
	Zaza Pachulia (8)
	Stephen Curry (12)
	Oracle Arena

19,596
	58−14



	73
	March 26
	Memphis[image: External link]
	W 106–94[image: External link]
	Klay Thompson (31)
	Draymond Green (7)
	Stephen Curry (11)
	Oracle Arena

19,596
	59−14



	74
	March 28
	@ Houston[image: External link]
	W 113–106[image: External link]
	Stephen Curry (32)
	Stephen Curry (10)
	Stephen Curry (7)
	Toyota Center[image: External link]

18,055
	60−14



	75
	March 29
	@ San Antonio[image: External link]
	W 110–98[image: External link]
	Stephen Curry (29)
	Green, Iguodala (6)
	Stephen Curry (11)
	AT&T Center[image: External link]

18,418
	61−14



	76
	March 31
	Houston[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	Oracle Arena

	0−0












	

April : 0–0 (Home: 0–0; Road: 0–0)







	2016–17 season schedule[image: External link]
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 Playoffs






	2017 playoff game log

Total: 0–0 (Home: 0–0; Road: 0–0)



	

First Round: 0–0 (Home: 0–0; Road: 0–0)




	Game
	Date

Time
	Team
	Score
	High points
	High rebounds
	High assists
	Location

Attendance
	Series



	1
	April
	
	
	
	
	
	Oracle Arena

	0–0



	2
	April
	
	
	
	
	
	Oracle Arena

	0–0



	3
	April
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0–0



	4
	April
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0–0



	5*
	April
	
	
	
	
	
	Oracle Arena

	0–0



	6*
	April
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0–0



	7*
	April
	
	
	
	
	
	Oracle Arena

	0–0












	

Conference Semifinals: 0–0 (Home: 0–0; Road: 0–0)







	

Conference Finals: 0–0 (Home: 0–0; Road: 0–0)







	

NBA Finals: 0–0 (Home: 0–0; Road: 0–0)







	2017 playoff schedule[image: External link]
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 Player statistics






	Legend



	  GP
	Games played
	  GS 
	Games started
	 MPG 
	Minutes[image: External link] per game



	 FG% 
	Field-goal[image: External link] percentage
	 3P% 
	3-point field-goal percentage
	 FT% 
	Free-throw[image: External link] percentage



	 RPG 
	Rebounds[image: External link] per game
	 APG 
	Assists[image: External link] per game
	 SPG 
	Steals[image: External link] per game



	 BPG 
	Blocks[image: External link] per game
	 PPG 
	Points[image: External link] per game
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 Regular season




Bold – Leaders (Qualified)

As of February 13, 2017



	Player
	GP
	GS
	MPG
	FG%
	3FG%
	FT%
	RPG
	APG
	SPG
	BPG
	PPG



	Curry, StephenStephen Curry
	54
	54
	33.5
	.471
	.412
	.920
	4.2
	6.4
	1.7
	.2
	24.9



	Thompson, KlayKlay Thompson
	53
	53
	34.2
	.470
	.418
	.850
	3.8
	2.0
	.8
	.5
	21.8



	Durant, KevinKevin Durant
	55
	55
	34.2
	.537
	.376
	.880
	8.3
	4.8
	1.1
	1.7
	25.8



	Green, DraymondDraymond Green
	52
	52
	33.3
	.436
	.322
	.670
	8.3
	7.4
	2.1
	1.5
	10.3



	Iguodala, AndreAndre Iguodala
	53
	0
	25.6
	.496
	.358
	.690
	3.8
	3.4
	.9
	.4
	6.5



	Pachulia, ZazaZaza Pachulia
	44
	44
	18.8
	.527
	.000
	.770
	6.0
	2.0
	1.0
	.4
	5.9



	Livingston, ShaunShaun Livingston
	50
	1
	17.4
	.571
	.000
	.600
	2.0
	1.7
	.5
	.2
	5.3



	West, DavidDavid West
	42
	0
	11.5
	.545
	.500
	.740
	2.7
	2.1
	.7
	.5
	4.1



	McGee, JaValeJaVale McGee
	50
	9
	9.4
	.675
	.000
	.470
	2.9
	.2
	.2
	.7
	6.1



	Clark, IanIan Clark
	50
	0
	14.2
	.477
	.389
	.750
	1.4
	1.3
	.6
	.1
	6.4



	McAdoo, James MichaelJames Michael McAdoo
	28
	0
	9.0
	.586
	.000
	.500
	1.5
	.4
	.3
	.5
	2.7



	Varejão, AndersonAnderson Varejão[image: External link]
	14
	1
	6.6
	.357
	.000
	.730
	1.9
	.7
	.2
	.2
	1.3



	Looney, KevonKevon Looney
	42
	3
	9.2
	.576
	.286
	.670
	2.6
	.6
	.2
	.4
	2.9



	Jones, DamianDamian Jones
	7
	0
	5.7
	.571
	.000
	.500
	1.3
	.0
	.1
	.3
	1.4



	McCaw, PatrickPatrick McCaw
	45
	3
	12.3
	.421
	.364
	.560
	1.0
	1.0
	.3
	.2
	3.3
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 Transactions




See: List of 2016–17 NBA season transactions[image: External link]
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 Trades






	June 23, 2016


	To Golden State Warriors


Draft rights to Patrick McCaw[20][21]

	To Milwaukee Bucks


Cash considerations



	July 7, 2016


	To Golden State Warriors


Future 2nd round-pick[22]

	To Dallas Mavericks


Andrew Bogut

Future conditional 2nd round-pick
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 Free agency
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 Re-signed






	Player
	Signed



	
Ian Clark[23]

	1-year contract worth $980,431



	
James Michael McAdoo[24]

	1-year contract worth $980,431



	
Anderson Varejão[image: External link][25]

	1-year contract worth $980,431
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 Additions






	Player
	Signed
	Former team



	
Kevin Durant[26]

	2-year contract worth $54.3 million
	Oklahoma City Thunder



	
David West[27]

	1-year contract worth $980,431
	San Antonio Spurs



	
Zaza Pachulia[28]

	1-year contract worth $2.9 million
	Dallas Mavericks



	JaVale McGee
	1-year contract worth $1.4 million
	Dallas Mavericks



	
Brianté Weber[image: External link][29][30]

	10-day contract worth $51,449

12-day contract worth $61,739
	Sioux Falls Skyforce[image: External link]



	
Matt Barnes[31]

	Contract for rest of 2016-17 season worth $383,351
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
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 Subtractions






	Player
	Reason left
	New team



	
Harrison Barnes[32]

	4-year contract worth $94 million
	Dallas Mavericks



	
Festus Ezeli[33]

	2-year contract worth $15.2 million
	Portland Trail Blazers



	
Brandon Rush[34]

	1-year contract worth $3.5 million
	Minnesota Timberwolves



	
Marreese Speights[35]

	1-year contract worth $980,431
	Los Angeles Clippers



	
Leandro Barbosa[image: External link][36]

	2-year contract worth $8 million
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]



	
Anderson Varejão[image: External link][37]

	Waived
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 Awards






	Recipient
	Award
	Date awarded
	Ref.



	Kevin Durant
	Western Conference Player of the Week[image: External link]
	November 28, 2016
	[38]



	Steve Kerr
	Western Conference Coach of the Month[image: External link]

(October/November)

	December 2, 2016
	[39]



	Stephen Curry
	Western Conference Player of the Week[image: External link]
	January 9, 2017
	[40]



	Steve Kerr
	Western Conference Coach of the Month[image: External link]

(January)

	February 1, 2017
	[41]



	Stephen Curry/Kevin Durant
	Western Conference Player(s) of the Month[image: External link]

(January)

	February 2, 2017
	[42]



	Steve Kerr
	Western Conference Head Coach[image: External link]
	January 23, 2017
	[43]
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Pacific Division (NBA)





The Pacific Division is one of the three divisions in the Western Conference[image: External link] of the National Basketball Association (NBA). The division consists of five teams, the Golden State Warriors, the Los Angeles Clippers, the Los Angeles Lakers, the Phoenix Suns[image: External link] and the Sacramento Kings[image: External link]. All teams, except the Suns, are based in California[image: External link].

The division was created at the start of the 1970–71 season, when the league expanded from 14 to 17 teams with the addition of the Buffalo Braves[image: External link], the Cleveland Cavaliers and the Portland Trail Blazers. The league realigned itself into two conferences, the Western Conference and the Eastern Conference[image: External link], with two divisions each in each conference. The Pacific Division began with five inaugural members, the Lakers, the Blazers, the San Diego Rockets, the San Francisco Warriors[image: External link] and the Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link].[1] The Lakers, the Rockets, the Warriors and the SuperSonics all joined from the Western Division.

The Lakers have won the most Pacific Division titles with 23. The Suns have won the second most titles with six. The Clippers have won the Pacific Division title twice, with the first time being in 2013[image: External link]. 14 NBA champions have come from the Pacific Division. The Lakers have won 11 championships, while the Warriors, Blazers, and Sonics won one championship each. All of them, except the 1976–77[image: External link] Blazers and the 2001–02[image: External link] Lakers, were division champions. In the 1991–92 season[image: External link], six teams from the division qualified for the playoffs. In the 1977–78 season[image: External link], all teams in the division had winning percentages above 0.500 (50%). The most recent division champion is the Golden State Warriors.
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 Standings




See: 2016–17 NBA season




	Pacific Division
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div
	GP



	y – Golden State Warriors
	61
	14
	.813
	0.0
	31–4
	30–10
	12–2
	75



	x – Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	45
	31
	.592
	16.5
	25–12
	20–19
	7–6
	76



	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	29
	46
	.387
	32.0
	15–23
	14–23
	6–7
	75



	o – Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	22
	53
	.293
	39.0
	13–23
	9–30
	3–10
	75



	o – Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	21
	53
	.284
	39.5
	13–24
	8–29
	5–8
	74




Notes


	
y – Clinched division title

	
x – Clinched playoff spot
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 Teams






	Team
	City
	Year
	From



	Joined



	Golden State Warriors (1971–present)

San Francisco Warriors[image: External link] ( 1962[image: External link]–1971)
	Oakland, California

San Francisco, California[image: External link]
	1970
	Western Division[image: External link]



	Los Angeles Clippers ( 1984[image: External link]–present)

San Diego Clippers ( 1978[image: External link]– 1984[image: External link])
	Los Angeles, California[image: External link]

San Diego, California[image: External link]
	1978[image: External link]
	Atlantic Division

(as Buffalo Braves[image: External link])



	Los Angeles Lakers
	Los Angeles, California[image: External link]
	1970
	Western Division[image: External link]



	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Phoenix, Arizona[image: External link]
	1972[image: External link]
	Midwest Division



	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	Sacramento, California[image: External link]
	1988
	Midwest Division





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Former teams






	Team
	City
	Year
	From
	Year
	To
	Current division



	Joined
	Left



	Houston Rockets (1971–present)

San Diego Rockets (1967-1971)
	Houston, Texas[image: External link]

San Diego, California[image: External link]
	1970
	Western Division[image: External link]
	1972
	Central Division
	Southwest Division



	Portland Trail Blazers
	Portland, Oregon[image: External link]
	1970
	—
	2004[image: External link]
	Northwest Division
	Northwest Division



	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link] (1967– 2008[image: External link], now Oklahoma City Thunder)
	Seattle, Washington[image: External link]
	1970
	Western Division[image: External link]
	2004[image: External link]
	Northwest Division
	Northwest Division





	Notes




	denotes an expansion team[image: External link].
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 Team timeline






	
	Denotes team that currently in the division



	
	Denotes team that has left the division







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Division champions






	^
	Had or tied for the best regular season record for that season






	Season
	Team
	Record
	Playoffs result



	1970–71
	Los Angeles Lakers
	48–34 (.585)
	Lost Conference Finals[image: External link]



	1971–72
	Los Angeles Lakers^
	69–13 (.841)
	Won NBA Finals[image: External link]



	1972–73[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers
	60–22 (.732)
	Lost NBA Finals[image: External link]



	1973–74[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers
	47–35 (.573)
	Lost Conference Semifinals[image: External link]



	1974–75
	Golden State Warriors
	48–34 (.585)
	Won NBA Finals



	1975–76
	Golden State Warriors^
	59–23 (.720)
	Lost Conference Finals[image: External link]



	1976–77[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers^
	53–29 (.646)
	Lost Conference Finals



	1977–78[image: External link]
	Portland Trail Blazers^
	58–24 (.707)
	Lost Conference Semifinals[image: External link]



	1978–79[image: External link]
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	52–30 (.634)
	Won NBA Finals[image: External link]



	1979–80[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers
	60–22 (.732)
	Won NBA Finals[image: External link]



	1980–81[image: External link]
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	57–25 (.695)
	Lost Conference Semifinals[image: External link]



	1981–82[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers
	57–25 (.695)
	Won NBA Finals[image: External link]



	1982–83[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers
	58–24 (.707)
	Lost NBA Finals[image: External link]



	1983–84[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers
	54–28 (.659)
	Lost NBA Finals[image: External link]



	1984–85[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers
	62–20 (.756)
	Won NBA Finals[image: External link]



	1985–86[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers
	62–20 (.756)
	Lost Conference Finals[image: External link]



	1986–87
	Los Angeles Lakers^
	65–17 (.793)
	Won NBA Finals[image: External link]



	1987–88[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers^
	62–20 (.756)
	Won NBA Finals[image: External link]



	1988–89
	Los Angeles Lakers
	57–25 (.695)
	Lost NBA Finals[image: External link]



	1989–90[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers^
	63–19 (.768)
	Lost Conference Semifinals[image: External link]



	1990–91[image: External link]
	Portland Trail Blazers^
	63–19 (.768)
	Lost Conference Finals



	1991–92[image: External link]
	Portland Trail Blazers
	57–25 (.695)
	Lost NBA Finals[image: External link]



	1992–93[image: External link]
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]^
	62–20 (.756)
	Lost NBA Finals[image: External link]



	1993–94
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]^
	63–19 (.768)
	Lost First Round[image: External link]



	1994–95
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	59–23 (.720)
	Lost Conference Semifinals[image: External link]



	1995–96[image: External link]
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	64–18 (.780)
	Lost NBA Finals[image: External link]



	1996–97
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	57–25 (.695)
	Lost Conference Semifinals[image: External link]



	1997–98[image: External link]
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	61–21 (.744)
	Lost Conference Semifinals[image: External link]



	1998–99[image: External link][a]
	Portland Trail Blazers
	35–15 (.700)
	Lost Conference Finals[image: External link]



	1999–00[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers^
	67–15 (.817)
	Won NBA Finals[image: External link]



	2000–01[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers
	56–26 (.683)
	Won NBA Finals[image: External link]



	2001–02[image: External link]
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]^
	61–21 (.744)
	Lost Conference Finals[image: External link]



	2002–03
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	59–23 (.720)
	Lost Conference Semifinals[image: External link]



	2003–04[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers
	56–26 (.683)
	Lost NBA Finals[image: External link]



	2004–05[image: External link]
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]^
	62–20 (.756)
	Lost Conference Finals[image: External link]



	2005–06
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	54–28 (.659)
	Lost Conference Finals[image: External link]



	2006–07[image: External link]
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	61–21 (.744)
	Lost Conference Semifinals[image: External link]



	2007–08[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers
	57–25 (.695)
	Lost NBA Finals[image: External link]



	2008–09[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers
	65–17 (.793)
	Won NBA Finals[image: External link]



	2009–10[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers
	57–25 (.695)
	Won NBA Finals[image: External link]



	2010–11[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers
	57–25 (.695)
	Lost Conference Semifinals[image: External link]



	2011–12[image: External link][b]
	Los Angeles Lakers
	41–25 (.621)
	Lost Conference Semifinals[image: External link]



	2012–13[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Clippers
	56–26 (.683)
	Lost First Round[image: External link]



	2013–14[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Clippers
	57–25 (.695)
	Lost Conference Semifinals[image: External link]



	2014–15[image: External link]
	Golden State Warriors^
	67–15 (.817)
	Won NBA Finals



	2015–16[image: External link]
	Golden State Warriors^
	73–9 (.890)
	Lost NBA Finals



	2016–17
	Golden State Warriors^
	0–0 (.0)
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 Titles by team






	^
	Denotes team that has left the division






	Team
	Titles
	Season(s) won



	Los Angeles Lakers
	23
	
1970–71, 1971–72, 1972–73[image: External link], 1973–74[image: External link], 1976–77[image: External link], 1979–80[image: External link], 1981–82[image: External link], 1982–83[image: External link], 1983–84[image: External link], 1984–85[image: External link], 1985–86[image: External link], 1986–87, 1987–88[image: External link], 1988–89, 1989–90[image: External link], 1999–00[image: External link], 2000–01[image: External link], 2003–04[image: External link], 2007–08[image: External link], 2008–09[image: External link], 2009–10[image: External link], 2010–11[image: External link], 2011–12[image: External link]




	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	6
	
1980–81[image: External link], 1992–93[image: External link], 1994–95, 2004–05[image: External link], 2005–06, 2006–07[image: External link]




	Golden State Warriors
	5
	
1974–75, 1975–76, 2014–15[image: External link], 2015–16[image: External link], 2016–17




	
Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]^ (now Oklahoma City Thunder)

	5
	
1978–79[image: External link], 1993–94, 1995–96[image: External link], 1996–97, 1997–98[image: External link]




	
Portland Trail Blazers^
	4
	
1977–78[image: External link], 1990–91[image: External link], 1991–92[image: External link], 1998–99[image: External link]




	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	2
	
2001–02[image: External link], 2002–03




	Los Angeles Clippers
	2
	
2012–13[image: External link], 2013–14[image: External link]
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 Season results






	^
	Denotes team that won the NBA championships




	+
	Denotes team that won the Conference Finals[image: External link], but lost the NBA Finals[image: External link]




	*
	Denotes team that qualified for the NBA Playoffs[image: External link]







	Season
	Team (record)



	1st
	2nd
	3rd
	4th
	5th
	6th
	7th



	

	1970: The Pacific Division was formed with five inaugural members. An expansion team[image: External link], the Portland Trail Blazers, joined the division. The Los Angeles Lakers, the San Diego Rockets, the San Francisco Warriors[image: External link] and the Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link] joined from the Western Division[image: External link].







	1970–71
	Los Angeles* (48–34)
	San Francisco[image: External link]* (41–41)
	San Diego (40–42)
	Seattle[image: External link] (38–44)
	Portland (29–53)



	

	1971: The San Diego Rockets relocated and became the Houston Rockets. The San Francisco Warriors[image: External link] relocated to Oakland and became the Golden State Warriors.







	1971–72
	Los Angeles^ (69–13)
	Golden State* (51–31)
	Seattle[image: External link] (47–35)
	Houston (34–48)
	Portland (18–64)



	

	1972: The Phoenix Suns[image: External link] joined from the Midwest Division. The Houston Rockets left to join the Central Division.







	1972–73[image: External link]
	Los Angeles+ (60–22)
	Golden State* (47–35)
	Phoenix[image: External link] (38–44)
	Seattle[image: External link] (26–56)
	Portland (21–61)



	1973–74[image: External link]
	Los Angeles* (47–35)
	Golden State (44–38)
	Seattle[image: External link] (36–46)
	Phoenix[image: External link] (30–52)
	Portland (27–55)



	1974–75
	Golden State^ (48–34)
	Seattle[image: External link]* (43–39)
	Portland (38–44)
	Phoenix[image: External link] (32–50)
	Los Angeles (30–52)



	1975–76
	Golden State* (59–23)
	Seattle[image: External link]* (43–39)
	Phoenix[image: External link]+ (42–40)
	Los Angeles (40–42)
	Portland (37–45)



	1976–77[image: External link]
	Los Angeles* (53–29)
	Portland^ (49–33)
	Golden State* (46–36)
	Seattle[image: External link] (40–42)
	Phoenix[image: External link] (34–48)



	1977–78[image: External link]
	Portland* (58–24)
	Phoenix[image: External link]* (49–33)
	Seattle[image: External link]+ (47–35)
	Los Angeles* (45–37)
	Golden State (43–39)



	

	1978: The Buffalo Braves[image: External link], who relocated and became the San Diego Clippers, joined from the Atlantic Division.







	1978–79[image: External link]
	Seattle[image: External link]^ (52–30)
	Phoenix[image: External link]* (50–32)
	Los Angeles* (47–35)
	Portland* (45–37)
	San Diego (43–39)
	Golden State (38–44)



	1979–80[image: External link]
	Los Angeles^ (60–22)
	Seattle[image: External link]* (56–26)
	Phoenix[image: External link]* (55–27)
	Portland* (38–44)
	San Diego (35–47)
	Golden State (24–58)



	1980–81[image: External link]
	Phoenix[image: External link]* (57–25)
	Los Angeles* (54–28)
	Portland* (45–37)
	Golden State (39–43)
	San Diego (36–46)
	Seattle[image: External link] (34–48)



	1981–82[image: External link]
	Los Angeles^ (57–25)
	Seattle[image: External link]* (52–30)
	Phoenix[image: External link]* (46–36)
	Golden State (45–37)
	Portland (42–40)
	San Diego (17–65)



	1982–83[image: External link]
	Los Angeles+ (58–24)
	Phoenix[image: External link]* (53–29)
	Seattle[image: External link]* (48–34)
	Portland* (46–36)
	Golden State (30–52)
	San Diego (25–57)



	1983–84[image: External link]
	Los Angeles+ (54–28)
	Portland* (48–34)
	Seattle[image: External link]* (42–40)
	Phoenix[image: External link]* (41–41)
	Golden State (37–45)
	San Diego (30–52)



	

	1984: The San Diego Clippers relocated and became the Los Angeles Clippers.







	1984–85[image: External link]
	L.A. Lakers^ (62–20)
	Portland* (42–40)
	Phoenix[image: External link]* (36–46)
	Seattle[image: External link] (31–51)
	L.A. Clippers (31–51)
	Golden State (22–60)



	1985–86[image: External link]
	L.A. Lakers* (62–20)
	Portland* (40–42)
	Phoenix[image: External link] (32–50)
	L.A. Clippers (32–50)
	Seattle[image: External link] (31–51)
	Golden State (30–52)



	1986–87
	L.A. Lakers^ (65–17)
	Portland* (49–33)
	Golden State* (42–40)
	Seattle[image: External link]* (39–43)
	Phoenix[image: External link] (36–46)
	L.A. Clippers (12–70)



	1987–88[image: External link]
	L.A. Lakers^ (62–20)
	Portland* (53–29)
	Seattle[image: External link]* (44–38)
	Phoenix[image: External link] (28–54)
	Golden State (20–62)
	L.A. Clippers (17–65)



	

	1988: The Sacramento Kings[image: External link] joined from the Midwest Division.







	1988–89
	L.A. Lakers+ (57–25)
	Phoenix[image: External link]* (55–27)
	Seattle[image: External link]* (47–35)
	Golden State* (43–39)
	Portland* (39–43)
	Sacramento[image: External link] (27–55)
	L.A. Clippers (21–61)



	1989–90[image: External link]
	L.A. Lakers* (63–19)
	Portland+ (59–23)
	Phoenix[image: External link]* (54–28)
	Seattle[image: External link] (41–41)
	Golden State (37–45)
	L.A. Clippers (30–52)
	Sacramento[image: External link] (23–59)



	1990–91[image: External link]
	Portland* (63–19)
	L.A. Lakers+ (58–24)
	Phoenix[image: External link]* (55–27)
	Golden State* (44–38)
	Seattle[image: External link]* (41–41)
	L.A. Clippers (31–51)
	Sacramento[image: External link] (25–57)



	1991–92[image: External link]
	Portland+ (57–25)
	Golden State* (55–27)
	Phoenix[image: External link]* (53–29)
	Seattle[image: External link]* (47–35)
	L.A. Clippers* (45–37)
	L.A. Lakers* (43–39)
	Sacramento[image: External link] (29–53)



	1992–93[image: External link]
	Phoenix[image: External link]+ (62–20)
	Seattle[image: External link]* (55–27)
	Portland* (51–31)
	L.A. Clippers* (41–41)
	L.A. Lakers* (39–43)
	Golden State (34–48)
	Sacramento[image: External link] (25–57)



	1993–94
	Seattle[image: External link]* (63–19)
	Phoenix[image: External link]* (56–26)
	Golden State* (50–32)
	Portland* (47–35)
	L.A. Lakers (33–49)
	Sacramento[image: External link] (28–54)
	L.A. Clippers (27–55)



	1994–95
	Phoenix[image: External link]* (59–23)
	Seattle[image: External link]* (57–25)
	L.A. Lakers* (48–34)
	Portland* (44–38)
	Sacramento[image: External link] (39–43)
	Golden State (26–56)
	L.A. Clippers (17–65)



	1995–96[image: External link]
	Seattle[image: External link]+ (64–18)
	L.A. Lakers* (53–29)
	Portland* (44–38)
	Phoenix[image: External link]* (41–41)
	Sacramento[image: External link]* (39–43)
	Golden State (36–46)
	L.A. Clippers (29–53)



	1996–97
	Seattle[image: External link]* (57–25)
	L.A. Lakers* (56–26)
	Portland* (49–33)
	Phoenix[image: External link]* (40–42)
	L.A. Clippers* (36–46)
	Sacramento[image: External link] (34–48)
	Golden State (30–52)



	1997–98[image: External link]
	Seattle[image: External link]* (61–21)
	L.A. Lakers* (61–21)
	Phoenix[image: External link]* (56–26)
	Portland* (46–36)
	Sacramento[image: External link] (27–55)
	Golden State (19–63)
	L.A. Clippers (17–65)



	1998–99[image: External link][a]
	Portland* (35–15)
	L.A. Lakers* (31–19)
	Phoenix[image: External link]* (27–23)
	Sacramento[image: External link]* (37–13)
	Seattle[image: External link] (25–25)
	Golden State (21–29)
	L.A. Clippers (9–41)



	1999–00[image: External link]
	L.A. Lakers^ (67–15)
	Portland* (59–23)
	Phoenix[image: External link]* (53–29)
	Seattle[image: External link]* (45–37)
	Sacramento[image: External link]* (44–38)
	Golden State (19–63)
	L.A. Clippers (15–67)



	2000–01[image: External link]
	L.A. Lakers^ (56–26)
	Sacramento[image: External link]* (55–27)
	Phoenix[image: External link]* (51–31)
	Portland* (50–32)
	Seattle[image: External link] (44–38)
	L.A. Clippers (31–51)
	Golden State (17–65)



	2001–02[image: External link]
	Sacramento[image: External link]* (61–21)
	L.A. Lakers^ (58–24)
	Portland* (49–33)
	Seattle[image: External link]* (45–37)
	L.A. Clippers (39–43)
	Phoenix[image: External link] (36–46)
	Golden State (21–61)



	2002–03
	Sacramento[image: External link]* (59–23)
	L.A. Lakers* (50–32)
	Portland* (50–32)
	Phoenix[image: External link]* (44–38)
	Seattle[image: External link] (40–42)
	Golden State (38–44)
	L.A. Clippers (27–55)



	2003–04[image: External link]
	L.A. Lakers+ (56–26)
	Sacramento[image: External link]* (55–27)
	Portland (41–41)
	Golden State (37–45)
	Seattle[image: External link] (37–45)
	Phoenix[image: External link] (29–53)
	L.A. Clippers (28–54)



	

	2004: The Portland Trail Blazers and the Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link] left to join the Northwest Division.







	2004–05[image: External link]
	Phoenix[image: External link]* (62–20)
	Sacramento[image: External link]* (50–32)
	L.A. Clippers (37–45)
	L.A. Lakers (34–48)
	Golden State (34–48)



	2005–06
	Phoenix[image: External link]* (54–28)
	L.A. Clippers* (47–35)
	L.A. Lakers* (45–37)
	Sacramento[image: External link]* (44–38)
	Golden State (34–48)



	2006–07[image: External link]
	Phoenix[image: External link]* (61–21)
	L.A. Lakers* (42–40)
	Golden State* (42–40)
	L.A. Clippers (40–42)
	Sacramento[image: External link] (33–49)



	2007–08[image: External link]
	L.A. Lakers+ (57–25)
	Phoenix[image: External link]* (55–27)
	Golden State (48–34)
	Sacramento[image: External link] (38–44)
	L.A. Clippers (23–59)



	2008–09[image: External link]
	L.A. Lakers^ (65–17)
	Phoenix[image: External link] (46–36)
	Golden State (29–53)
	L.A. Clippers (19–63)
	Sacramento[image: External link] (17–65)



	2009–10[image: External link]
	L.A. Lakers^ (57–25)
	Phoenix[image: External link]* (54–28)
	L.A. Clippers (29–53)
	Golden State (26–56)
	Sacramento[image: External link] (25–57)



	2010–11[image: External link]
	L.A. Lakers* (57–25)
	Phoenix[image: External link] (40–42)
	Golden State (36–46)
	L.A. Clippers (32–50)
	Sacramento[image: External link] (24–58)



	2011–12[image: External link][b]
	L.A. Lakers* (41–25)
	L.A. Clippers* (40–26)
	Phoenix[image: External link] (33–33)
	Golden State (23–43)
	Sacramento[image: External link] (22–44)



	2012–13[image: External link]
	L.A. Clippers* (56–26)
	Golden State* (47–35)
	L.A. Lakers* (45–37)
	Sacramento[image: External link] (28–54)
	Phoenix[image: External link] (25–57)



	2013–14[image: External link]
	L.A. Clippers* (57–25)
	Golden State* (51–31)
	Phoenix[image: External link] (48–34)
	Sacramento[image: External link] (28–54)
	L.A. Lakers (27–57)



	2014–15[image: External link]
	Golden State^ (67–15)
	L.A. Clippers* (56–26)
	Phoenix[image: External link] (39–43)
	Sacramento[image: External link] (29–53)
	L.A. Lakers (21–61)



	2015–16[image: External link]
	Golden State+ (73–9)
	L.A. Clippers* (53–29)
	Sacramento[image: External link] (33–49)
	Phoenix[image: External link] (23–59)
	L.A. Lakers (17–65)
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 Rivalries




See: National Basketball Association rivalries § Pacific Division[image: External link]
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 Los Angeles Lakers vs. Los Angeles Clippers




See: Lakers–Clippers rivalry[image: External link]
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 Notes





	
a 1 2 Because of a lockout[image: External link], the season did not start until February 5, 1999, and all 29 teams played a shortened 50-game regular season schedule.[2]


	
b 1 2 Because of a lockout[image: External link], the season did not start until December 25, 2011, and all 30 teams played a shortened 66-game regular season schedule.[3]
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Oracle Arena





Oracle Arena is an indoor arena[image: External link] located in Oakland, California, United States, that is the home of the Golden State Warriors of the National Basketball Association (NBA). The arena opened in 1966 and is the oldest arena in the NBA. From its opening until 1996 it was known as the Oakland-Alameda County Coliseum Arena. After a major renovation completed in 1997, the arena was renamed The Arena in Oakland until 2005 and Oakland Arena from 2005 to 2006. It is often referred to as the Oakland Coliseum Arena as it is located adjacent to the Oakland–Alameda County Coliseum[image: External link]. Oracle Arena seats 19,596 fans for basketball and 17,200 for ice hockey.
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 History
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 Home franchises




The arena has been the home to the Golden State Warriors[3] since 1971, except the one-year hiatus while the arena was undergoing renovations. It had been used by the Warriors intermittently as early as 1966[image: External link]. The California Golden Bears[image: External link] of the Pac-10[image: External link] played the 1997–98 and 1998–99 seasons at the arena while their primary home, Harmon Gym, was being renovated into Haas Pavilion[image: External link]. For some years before then, the Bears played occasional games against popular non-conference opponents at the arena.

The arena's first tenants were the California Seals[image: External link] of the Western Hockey League[image: External link], who moved across the bay[image: External link] from the Cow Palace[image: External link] in 1966. The owners of the San Francisco Seals had been awarded an expansion franchise in the National Hockey League on the condition they move out the Cow Palace and into the then-new Oakland Coliseum Arena. The team changed its operating name from San Francisco Seals to California Seals in order to draw fans from both San Francisco and Oakland. The Seals franchise continued to play at the arena after having transferred to the NHL, until the team moved to Cleveland after the 1975–76 NHL season[image: External link].[4]

The Coliseum also hosted the American Basketball Association[image: External link]'s Oakland Oaks (1967–1969), a charter member of the new ABA in 1967. The Oaks signed San Francisco Warriors[image: External link] star Rick Barry away from the rival National Basketball Association in 1968. The team was owned by entertainer Pat Boone[image: External link] and also had stars Larry Brown[image: External link] and Doug Moe[image: External link] on its roster. Brown and Barry are in the Basketball Hall of Fame. After a 22–56 record in their first season, the Oaks went 60–18 during the regular season in 1968–69. The Oaks then defeated the Denver Rockets[image: External link], New Orleans Buccaneers[image: External link] and finally the Indiana Pacers in the playoffs to capture the ABA Championship. However, the team was plagued by poor attendance and Boone sold the team following their ABA Championship. They were relocated to Washington and became the Washington Caps[image: External link].[5]

The Bay Bombers (Roller Derby, 1966–1973) as well as the Golden Bay Earthquakes[image: External link] of the original MISL[image: External link] during the 1982–83 season and the Oakland Skates[image: External link], a professional roller hockey[image: External link] team, all played there from 1993 to 1995.
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 Renovation




Over the years, the arena became increasingly outdated, lacking the luxuries of newer ones. With just over 15,000 seats, it was one of the smallest arenas in the league. Rather than building a new arena in Oakland – or, for that matter, in San Francisco[image: External link] or San Jose, as some wanted – the decision was made to proceed with a $[image: External link]121 million renovation that involved tearing down much of the old arena's interior and building a new seating bowl within the existing structure. The original arena's external walls, roof and foundation remained intact, similar to what was done to the KeyArena[image: External link] in Seattle[image: External link]. The renovation began in mid-1996 and was completed in time for the Warriors to return in the fall of 1997 (they played the intervening season at the San Jose Arena[image: External link], home of the NHL's Sharks). Included in the renovation was a new LED[image: External link] centerhung scoreboard and 360-degree fascia display. The new configuration seats 19,596 for basketball[image: External link] and 17,200 for ice hockey.
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 The Oracle




On October 20, 2006, the Golden State Warriors and the Oracle Corporation[image: External link] announced a 10-year agreement in which the Oakland Arena would be known as The Oracle. "The O", as it is often referred to, will continue to be managed by Oakland–Alameda County Authority (JPA) and SMG. The JPA approved the deal at its November 10 meeting. A formal press conference of the agreement was held on October 30.[6] That formal announcement refers to Oracle Arena.[7]

With the Warriors' resurgence since 2012, Oracle Arena has become one of the loudest arenas in the NBA. It is often called "Roaracle" because of the often painfully high decibel levels generated at Warriors games.[8][9]
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 Attendance records




On May 13, 2007, 20,679 fans watched the Warriors lose to the Utah Jazz[image: External link] 115–101 in Game 4 of the Western Conference semifinals[image: External link]. This was the largest crowd to watch a game in the Warriors' 61-year history, and also the largest crowd to ever watch a basketball game in the state of California.

That record lasted until December 14, 2007[image: External link], when the Warriors hosted the Los Angeles Lakers and packed in 20,705 at the Arena to set a new franchise and California attendance record.

The record was again broken on February 20, 2008, when the arena hosted 20,711 for the Warriors-Celtics game.[10]

This record was yet again broken on April 10, 2008, when Oracle Arena hosted 20,737 fans in a Warriors loss to the Denver Nuggets.[11]
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 The Grateful Dead




The Grateful Dead[image: External link] played more concerts (66) at this venue than at any other.[12][13]
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 Future




Early in 2013, the Warriors announced their intention to build a new arena in the San Francisco area and move back to the city.[14] It was originally suggested that the new arena would be built on the decaying sites of Piers 30–32 near the foot of the Bay Bridge,[14] but the plan was met with opposition due to concerns about traffic, environmental impacts and obstruction of views,[15] and in April 2014, the Warriors purchased a 12-acre site in Mission Bay as the site for a new 18,000-seat arena that they plan to have ready for the 2018–19 NBA season.[16] The new location eliminates the need for any voter approval, which would have been required with the original site, even though it had been unanimously approved by the San Francisco Supervisors in November 2012.[17] However, due to litigation filed by arena opponents, the new arena is now planned to open at the start of the 2019–2020 NBA season.[18] The new arena will be named the Chase Center.[19]
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 Seating capacity




The seating capacity for basketball has been as follows:[20]


	13,502 (1966–1972)

	12,905 (1972–1973)

	13,123 (1973–1974)

	12,787 (1974–1976)

	13,155 (1976–1977)

	13,237 (1977–1980)

	13,239 (1980–1982)

	13,335 (1982–1984)

	13,295 (1984–1985)

	15,011 (1985–1986)

	15,025 (1986–1997)

	19,596 (1997–present)
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Oakland, California





Oakland /'oUklend /[image: External link] is the largest city and the county seat[image: External link] of Alameda County, California[image: External link], United States. A major West Coast[image: External link] port city, Oakland is the largest city in the East Bay[image: External link] region of the San Francisco Bay Area, the third largest city overall in the San Francisco Bay Area, the eighth largest[image: External link] city in California, and the 45th largest[image: External link] city in the United States, with a population of 419,267 as of 2015.[14] It serves as a trade center for the San Francisco Bay Area; its Port of Oakland is the busiest port in the San Francisco Bay[image: External link], the entirety of Northern California[image: External link], and the fifth busiest in the United States. The city was incorporated in 1852.

Oakland's territory covers what was once a mosaic of California coastal terrace prairie[image: External link], oak woodland[image: External link], and north coastal scrub[image: External link]. Its land served as a rich resource when its hillside oak and redwood[image: External link] timber were logged to build San Francisco, and Oakland's fertile flatland soils helped it become a prolific agricultural region. In the late 1860s, Oakland was selected as the western terminal of the Transcontinental Railroad[image: External link]. Following the 1906 San Francisco earthquake[image: External link], many San Francisco citizens moved to Oakland, enlarging the city's population, increasing its housing stock and improving its infrastructure. It continued to grow in the 20th century with its busy port, shipyards, and a thriving automobile manufacturing industry.

Oakland is known for its sustainability[image: External link] practices, including a top-ranking for usage of electricity from renewable resources[image: External link]. Oakland is also known for its history of political activism, as well as its professional sports franchises (Such as the Oakland Raiders, Oakland Athletics and the Golden State Warriors) and major corporations, which include health care, dot-com companies[image: External link], and manufacturers of household products. In addition, due to a steady influx of immigrants during the 20th century, along with thousands of African-American war-industry workers who relocated from the Deep South[image: External link] during the 1940s. Oakland is the most ethnically diverse major city[image: External link] in the country.[16]
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 History
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 Pre-incorporation




The earliest known inhabitants were the Huchiun Indians, who lived there for thousands of years. The Huchiun belonged to a linguistic grouping later called the Ohlone[image: External link] (a Miwok[image: External link] word meaning "western people").[17] In Oakland, they were concentrated around Lake Merritt and Temescal Creek, a stream that enters the San Francisco Bay at Emeryville[image: External link].

In 1772, the area that later became Oakland was claimed, with the rest of California, by Spanish settlers for the King of Spain. In the early 19th century, the Spanish crown granted the East Bay area to Luis María Peralta[image: External link] for his Rancho San Antonio[image: External link]. The grant was confirmed by the successor Mexican republic upon its independence from Spain.[18] Upon his death in 1842, Peralta divided his land among his four sons. Most of Oakland fell within the shares given to Antonio Maria and Vicente.[19] The portion of the parcel that is now Oakland was called encinal—Spanish for "oak grove"—due to the large oak forest that covered the area, which eventually led to the city's name.[20]
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 City beginnings




In 1851, three men—Horace Carpentier[image: External link], Edson Adams, and Andrew Moon—began developing what is now downtown Oakland. On May 4, 1852, the Town of Oakland incorporated. Two years later, on March 25, 1854, Oakland re-incorporated as the City of Oakland, with Horace Carpentier elected the first mayor, though a scandal ended his mayorship in less than a year. The city and its environs quickly grew with the railroads, becoming a major rail terminal in the late 1860s and 1870s. In 1868, the Central Pacific[image: External link] constructed the Oakland Long Wharf[image: External link] at Oakland Point, the site of today's Port of Oakland.

A number of horsecar[image: External link] and cable car[image: External link] lines were constructed in Oakland during the latter half of the 19th century. The first electric streetcar[image: External link] set out from Oakland to Berkeley[image: External link] in 1891, and other lines were converted and added over the course of the 1890s. The various streetcar companies operating in Oakland were acquired by Francis "Borax" Smith[image: External link] and consolidated into what eventually became known as the Key System[image: External link], the predecessor of today's publicly owned AC Transit.
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 1900–1950s




At the time of incorporation, Oakland consisted of the territory that lay south of today's major intersection of San Pablo Avenue, Broadway, and Fourteenth Street. The city gradually annexed farmlands and settlements to the east and the north. Oakland's rise to industrial prominence, and its subsequent need for a seaport, led to the digging of a shipping and tidal channel in 1902. This resulted in the nearby town of Alameda[image: External link] being made an island. In 1906, the city's population doubled with refugees made homeless after the 1906 San Francisco earthquake[image: External link] and fire.

In 1916, General Motors[image: External link] opened a major automobile factory in East Oakland[image: External link] called Oakland Assembly[image: External link]. It produced Chevrolet[image: External link] cars and then GMC[image: External link] trucks until 1963, when it was moved to Fremont[image: External link] in southern Alameda County.[21] Also in 1916, the Fageol Motor Company[image: External link] chose East Oakland for their first factory, manufacturing farming tractors from 1918 to 1923.[22][23] By 1920, Oakland was the home of numerous manufacturing industries, including metals[image: External link], canneries, bakeries, internal combustion engines[image: External link], automobiles, and shipbuilding.[24] By 1929, when Chrysler[image: External link] expanded with a new plant there, Oakland had become known as the " Detroit[image: External link] of the West," referring to the major auto manufacturing center in Michigan.[25]

Oakland expanded during the 1920s, as its population expanded with factory workers. Approximately 13,000 homes were built in the 3 years between 1921 and 1924,[26] more than during the 13 years between 1907 and 1920.[27] Many of the large downtown office buildings, apartment buildings, and single-family houses still standing in Oakland were built during the 1920s; they reflect the architectural styles of the time.

Russell Clifford Durant established Durant Field at 82nd Avenue and East 14th Street in 1916.[28] The first transcontinental airmail[image: External link] flight finished its journey at Durant Field on August 9, 1920, flown by Army Capt. Eddie Rickenbacker[image: External link] and Navy Lt.[image: External link] Bert Acosta[image: External link].[29] Durant Field was often called Oakland Airport, though the current Oakland International Airport was soon established four miles (6.4 km) to the southwest.[30]

During World War II, the East Bay Area was home to many war-related industries. Oakland's Moore Dry Dock Company[image: External link] expanded its shipbuilding capabilities and built over 100 ships. Valued at $100 million in 1943, Oakland's canning industry was its second-most-valuable war contribution after shipbuilding. The largest canneries were in the Fruitvale District, and included the Josiah Lusk Canning Company, the Oakland Preserving Company (which started the Del Monte brand), and the California Packing Company.[31]

President Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] called on defense industries with government contracts to integrate their workforces and provide opportunities for all Americans. Tens of thousands of laborers were attracted from around the country, and especially poor whites and blacks from the Deep South: Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, South Carolina, and Texas, as well as Missouri and Tennessee. Henry J. Kaiser[image: External link]'s representatives recruited sharecroppers[image: External link] and tenant farmers[image: External link] from rural areas to work in his shipyards. African Americans were part of the Great Migration[image: External link] by which a total of five million persons left the South, mostly for the West, in the years from 1940 to 1970. White migrants from the Jim Crow[image: External link] South carried their racial attitudes, causing tensions to rise among black and white workers competing for the better-paying jobs in the Bay Area. The racial harmony that Oakland blacks had been accustomed to prior to the war evaporated.[32] Also migrating to the area during this time were many Mexican Americans[image: External link] from southwestern states such as New Mexico[image: External link], Texas[image: External link], and Colorado[image: External link]. Many worked for the Southern Pacific Railroad[image: External link], at its major rail yard in West Oakland. Their young men encountered hostility and discrimination by Armed Forces personnel, and tensions broke out in "zoot suit riots[image: External link]" in downtown Oakland in 1943 in the wake of a major disturbance in Los Angeles that year.[33]

In 1946, National City Lines[image: External link] (NCL), a General Motors holding company[image: External link], acquired 64% of Key System stock; during the next several years NCL engaged in the conspiratorial dissolution[image: External link] of Oakland's electric streetcar[image: External link] system. The city's expensive electric streetcar fleet was converted to the cheaper diesel buses.[34] The state Legislature created the Alameda and Contra Costa Transit District in 1955, which operates today as AC Transit, the third-largest bus-only transit system in the nation.[35]

Soon after the war, as Oakland's shipbuilding industry declined and the automobile industry went through restructuring, many jobs were lost. Economic competition increased racial tension.[36] In addition, labor unrest increased as workers struggled to protect their livelihoods. Oakland was the center of a general strike[image: External link] during the first week of December 1946, one of six cities across the country that had such a strike after World War II.[37]
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 1960–1999




In 1960, Kaiser Corporation erected its headquarters; it was the largest skyscraper in Oakland, as well as "the largest office tower west of Chicago[image: External link]" up to that time.[38] In the postwar period, suburban development increased around Oakland, and wealthier residents moved to new housing. Despite the major increases in the number and proportion of African Americans in the city, in 1966 only 16 of the city's 661 police officers were black. Tensions between the black community and the largely white police force were high, as expectations during the civil rights era increased to gain social justice and equality before the law. Police abuse of blacks was common.[39][40]

Students Huey Newton[image: External link] and Bobby Seale[image: External link] founded the Black Panther Party at Merritt College to emphasize black power and taking care of their own community. Among their social programs were feeding children and providing other services to the needy.[41] During the 1970s, Oakland began to suffer serious violence and other problems related to gang-controlled dealing of heroin and cocaine when drug kingpin Felix Mitchell[image: External link] created the nation's first large-scale operation of this kind.[36] Both violent crime and property crime increased during this period, and Oakland's murder rate rose to twice that.[36]

As in many other American cities during the 1980s, crack cocaine[image: External link] became a serious problem in Oakland. Drug dealing in general, and the dealing of crack cocaine in particular, resulted in elevated rates of violent crime, causing Oakland to consistently be listed as one of America's most crime-ridden cities.[42]

In 1980 Oakland's black population reached its 20th-century peak at approximately 47% of the overall city population.

The 6.9 Mw[image: External link] Loma Prieta earthquake occurred on October 17, 1989. The rupture was related to the San Andreas fault system and affected the entire San Francisco Bay Area with a maximum Mercalli intensity[image: External link] of IX (Violent). Many structures in Oakland were badly damaged including the double-decker portion of Interstate 880 that collapsed. The eastern span of the San Francisco–Oakland Bay Bridge[image: External link] also sustained damage and was closed to traffic for one month.

On October 20, 1991, a massive firestorm[image: External link] swept down from the Berkeley[image: External link]/Oakland hills above the Caldecott Tunnel. Twenty-five people were killed, 150 people were injured, and nearly 4,000 homes destroyed. With the loss of life and an estimated economic loss of US$1.5 billion, this was the worst urban firestorm in American history.[43][44]

During the mid-1990s, Oakland's economy began to recover as it transitioned to new types of jobs. In addition, the city participated in large development and urban renewal projects, concentrated especially in the downtown area, at the Port of Oakland, and at the Oakland International Airport.[45]
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 2000s




After his 1999 inauguration, Oakland Mayor Jerry Brown[image: External link] continued his predecessor Elihu Harris'[image: External link] public policy of supporting downtown housing development in the area defined as the Central Business District in Oakland's 1998 General Plan.[46] Brown's plan and other redevelopment projects were controversial due to potential rent increases and gentrification[image: External link], which would displace lower-income residents from downtown Oakland into outlying neighborhoods and cities.[47] The economic crises in 2001 and 2008[image: External link] hampered Oakland's recovery as these downturns resulted in lowered sales, rentals and occupancy of the new housing, and slower growth and economic recovery than expected.

Due to allegations of misconduct by the Oakland Police Department[image: External link], the City of Oakland has paid claims for a total of US$57 million during the 2001–2011 timeframe to plaintiffs claiming police abuse; this is the largest sum paid by any city in California.[48] On October 10, 2011, protesters and civic activists began "Occupy Oakland" demonstrations at Frank Ogawa[image: External link] Plaza in Downtown Oakland[image: External link].[49][50]
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 Geography




Oakland is in the eastern region of the San Francisco Bay[image: External link]. In 1991 the City Hall tower was at 37.805302°N 122.272539°W[image: External link] (NAD83). (The building still exists, but like the rest of the Bay Area, it has shifted northwest perhaps 0.6 meters in the last twenty years.)

The United States Census Bureau[image: External link] says the city's total area is 78.0 square miles (202 km2), including 55.8 square miles (145 km2) of land and 22.2 square miles (57 km2) (28.48 percent) of water.

Oakland's highest point is near Grizzly Peak Blvd, east of Berkeley, just over 1,760 feet (540 m) above sea level[image: External link] at about 37.8786°N 122.2241°W[image: External link]. Oakland has 19 miles (31 km) of shoreline,[51] but Radio Beach[image: External link] is the only beach in Oakland.

Oaklanders refer to their city's terrain as "the flatlands" and "the hills"[image: External link]. Until recent waves of gentrification, these terms also symbolized Oakland's deep economic divide, with "the hills" being more affluent communities. About two-thirds of Oakland lies in the flat plain of the East Bay, with one-third rising into the foothills and hills of the East Bay range.

Ruptures along the nearby San Andreas fault[image: External link] caused severe earth movement in the San Francisco Bay Area in 1906 and 1989. San Andreas quakes induces creep (movement occurring on earthquake faults) in the Hayward fault, which runs directly through Oakland, Berkeley, San Jose and other Bay Area cities.[52]
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 Cityscape
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 Neighborhoods




See: List of neighborhoods in Oakland, California


Oakland has more than 50 distinct neighborhoods. The greater divisions in the city include downtown Oakland and its greater Central Business District, Lake Merritt, East Oakland[image: External link], North Oakland[image: External link], West Oakland[image: External link], and the Oakland Hills[image: External link]. East Oakland, which includes the East Oakland Hills, encompasses more than half of Oakland's land area, stretching from Lakeshore Avenue on the east shore of Lake Merritt southeast to the San Leandro[image: External link] border. North Oakland encompasses the neighborhoods between downtown and Berkeley[image: External link] and Emeryville[image: External link]. West Oakland is the area between downtown and the Bay, partially surrounded by the Oakland Point[image: External link], and encompassing the Port of Oakland. In 2011, Oakland was ranked the 10th most walkable city in the United States.[53]

Lake Merritt, an urban estuary near downtown, is a mix of fresh and salt water draining in and out from the Oakland Harbor at the San Francisco Bay and one of Oakland's most notable features.[54] It was designated the United States' first official wildlife refuge in 1870.[55] Originally a marsh-lined wildlife haven, Lake Merritt was dredged and bordered with parks from the 1890s to the 1910s. Despite this reduction in habitat, Oakland is home to a number of rare and endangered species, many of which are localized to serpentine soils[image: External link] and bedrock. Lake Merritt is surrounded by residential and business districts, including downtown[image: External link] and Grand Lake[image: External link].



The city of Piedmont[image: External link], incorporated in Oakland's central foothills after the 1906 earthquake, is a small independent city surrounded by the city of Oakland.
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 Climate and vegetation




Oakland has a warm-summer Mediterranean climate[image: External link] with an average of 260 sunny days per year. Lake Merritt, a large estuary[image: External link] centrally located east of Downtown, was designated as the United States' first official wildlife refuge.

Based on data gathered by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration[image: External link], Oakland is ranked No. 1 in climate among U.S. cities.[56] Oakland's climate is typified by the temperate and seasonal Mediterranean climate. Summers are usually dry and warm and winters are mild and damp. It has features found in both nearby coastal cities such as San Francisco and inland cities such as San Jose, making it warmer than San Francisco and cooler than San Jose. Its position on San Francisco Bay across from the Bay Bridge[image: External link] means that the Northern part of the city can have cooling maritime fog[image: External link]. It is far enough inland that the fog often burns off by midday, allowing it to have typically sunny California days. The hills tend to have more fog than the flatlands, as the fog drifts down from Berkeley[image: External link].

The U.S. Weather Bureau[image: External link] kept weather records in downtown Oakland from October 4, 1894, to July 31, 1958. During that time, the record high temperature was 104 °F (40 °C) on June 24, 1957, and the record low temperature was 24 °F (−4 °C) on January 23, 1949. Dry, warm offshore "Diablo" winds (similar to the Santa Ana winds of Southern California) sometimes occur, especially in fall, and raise the fire danger. In 1991, such an episode allowed the catastrophic Oakland Hills fire to spread and consume many homes. The wettest year was 1940 with 38.65 inches (982 mm) and the driest year was 1910 with 12.02 inches (305 mm). The most rainfall in one month was 15.35 inches (390 mm) in January 1911. The most rainfall in 24 hours was 4.27 inches (108 mm) on February 12, 1904.[57] Rainfall near the bayfront is only 23 inches (580 mm), but is higher in the Oakland Hills to the east (up to 30 inches [760 mm]).

The higher rainfall in the hills supports woods of oak, madrona, pine, fir and a few redwood groves in the wetter areas. Before being logged in the 19th century, some of the tallest redwood trees in California (used for navigation by ships entering the Golden Gate) may have stood in the Oakland Hills. One old stump 30 feet (9.1 m) in diameter can be seen near Redwood Regional Park. Sunny, drier slopes are grassy or covered in scattered oaks and chaparral brush. Australian eucalyptus trees have been extensively planted in many areas, as they come from a similar climate.

The National Weather Service[image: External link] today has two official weather stations in Oakland: Oakland International Airport and the Oakland Museum[image: External link] (established 1970).





	Climate data for Oakland Museum (1981–2010 normals)



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	78

(26)
	81

(27)
	88

(31)
	97

(36)
	105

(41)
	106

(41)
	103

(39)
	99

(37)
	109

(43)
	103

(39)
	84

(29)
	75

(24)
	109

(43)



	Average high °F (°C)
	58.1

(14.5)
	61.6

(16.4)
	63.9

(17.7)
	66.3

(19.1)
	68.7

(20.4)
	71.5

(21.9)
	72.0

(22.2)
	73.0

(22.8)
	74.1

(23.4)
	71.7

(22.1)
	64.6

(18.1)
	58.3

(14.6)
	67.0

(19.4)



	Average low °F (°C)
	44.3

(6.8)
	46.8

(8.2)
	48.5

(9.2)
	50.0

(10)
	52.7

(11.5)
	55.0

(12.8)
	56.2

(13.4)
	57.5

(14.2)
	57.1

(13.9)
	54.4

(12.4)
	49.1

(9.5)
	44.7

(7.1)
	51.4

(10.8)



	Record low °F (°C)
	30

(−1)
	29

(−2)
	34

(1)
	37

(3)
	43

(6)
	48

(9)
	51

(11)
	50

(10)
	48

(9)
	43

(6)
	36

(2)
	26

(−3)
	26

(−3)



	Average rainfall inches (mm)
	4.71

(119.6)
	4.50

(114.3)
	3.39

(86.1)
	1.42

(36.1)
	0.77

(19.6)
	0.12

(3)
	Trace
	0.06

(1.5)
	0.25

(6.4)
	1.37

(34.8)
	2.89

(73.4)
	4.48

(113.8)
	23.96

(608.6)



	Average rainy days (≥ 0.01 in)
	10.8
	10.5
	10.6
	5.9
	3.4
	1.0
	0.1
	0.4
	1.2
	3.6
	7.9
	10.4
	65.8



	Source: NOAA (extremes 1970–present)[58][59]




In 1991, an urban conflagration[image: External link], the Oakland Hills Fire[image: External link], destroyed nearly 4,000 homes and killed twenty-five people in the Oakland hills range[image: External link]; it was the worst urban firestorm in American history.[43]
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 Demographics






	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1860[image: External link]
	1,543
	
	—



	1870[image: External link]
	10,500
	
	580.5%



	1880[image: External link]
	34,555
	
	229.1%



	1890[image: External link]
	48,682
	
	40.9%



	1900[image: External link]
	66,960
	
	37.5%



	1910[image: External link]
	150,174
	
	124.3%



	1920[image: External link]
	216,261
	
	44.0%



	1930[image: External link]
	284,063
	
	31.4%



	1940[image: External link]
	302,163
	
	6.4%



	1950[image: External link]
	384,575
	
	27.3%



	1960[image: External link]
	367,548
	
	−4.4%



	1970[image: External link]
	361,561
	
	−1.6%



	1980[image: External link]
	339,337
	
	−6.1%



	1990[image: External link]
	372,242
	
	9.7%



	2000[image: External link]
	399,484
	
	7.3%



	2010[image: External link]
	390,724
	
	−2.2%



	Est. 2015
	419,267
	[60]
	7.3%



	
U.S. Decennial Census[61]
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 Race and ethnicity






	Racial composition
	2010[62]
	1990[63]
	1970[63]
	1940[63]



	White[image: External link]
	34.5%
	32.5%
	59.1%
	95.3%



	—Non-Hispanic
	25.9%
	28.3%
	52.0%[64]
	n/a



	Black or African American[image: External link]
	34.0%
	43.9%
	34.5%
	2.8%



	Hispanic or Latino[image: External link] (of any race)
	25.4%
	13.9%
	7.6%[64]
	n/a



	Asian[image: External link]
	16.8%
	14.8%
	4.8%
	–




The 2010 United States Census[image: External link][65] reported that Oakland had a population of 390,724. The population density was 5,009.2 inhabitants per square mile (1,934.1/km2). The racial makeup of Oakland was 134,925 (34.5%) White[image: External link] (non-Hispanic White 25.9%), 129,471 (34.0%) African American[image: External link], 3,040 (0.8%) Native American[image: External link], 65,811 (16.8%) Asian[image: External link] (8.7% Chinese[image: External link], 2.2% Vietnamese[image: External link], 1.6% Filipino[image: External link], 0.7% Cambodian[image: External link], 0.7% Laotian[image: External link], 0.6% Korean[image: External link], 0.5% Japanese[image: External link], 0.5% Indian[image: External link], 0.1% Mongolian[image: External link]), 2,222 (0.6%) Pacific Islander[image: External link] (0.3% Tongan[image: External link]), 53,378 (13.7%) from other races[image: External link], and 21,877 (5.6%) from two or more races. Hispanic[image: External link] or Latino[image: External link] of any race were 99,068 persons (25.4%). 18.1% of the population were of Mexican[image: External link] descent, 1.9% Salvadoran[image: External link], 1.3% Guatemalan[image: External link], and 0.7% Puerto Rican[image: External link].



	


	Demographic profile[66]

	2010



	Total Population
	390,724 – 100%



	One Race
	368,847 – 94%



	Not Hispanic or Latino
	291,656 – 75%



	Black or African American alone
	129,471 – 34%



	White
	101,308 – 26%



	American Indian and Alaska Native alone
	1,214 – 0.3%



	Asian alone
	65,127 – 17%



	Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone
	2,081 – 0.5%



	Some other race alone
	1,213 – 0.3%



	Two or more races alone
	14,076 – 3.6%



	Hispanic or Latino (of any race)
	99,068 – 25.4%
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 Educational attainment and income




Oakland has the fifth largest cluster of "elite zip codes" ranked by the number of households with the highest combination of income and education.[67] 37.9% of residents over 25 years of age have bachelor's degree or higher.[68] Oakland ranked among the top cities with residents with bachelor's degrees and graduate degrees per square mile.[69]

Oakland ranks in the top 20 of American cities in median household income, with a 2012 value of US$51,863.[70] In 2012, the median income for a household in the city was US$51,863 and the median income for a family was US$59,459. The mean income for a household was US$77,888 and the mean income for a family was US$90,948. Males had a median income of US$50,140 versus US$50,304 for females.[71] The unemployment rate as of December 2013 was 9.7%.[72]

In 2007 approximately 15.3 percent of families and 17.0 percent of the general population were below the poverty line, including 27.9 percent of those under age 18 and 13.1 percent of those age 65 or over. 0.7% of the population is homeless.[73] Home ownership is 41%[73] and 14% of rental units are subsidized.[73]

As of the census[74] of 2000, 19.4% of the population and 16.2% of families were below the poverty line. Out of the total population, 27.9% of those under the age of 18 and 13.1% of those 65 and older were living below the poverty line.
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 Households




The census reported that 382,586 people (97.9% of the population) lived in households, 5,675 (1.5%) lived in non-institutionalized group quarters, and 2,463 (0.6%) were institutionalized.

There were 153,791 households, out of which 44,762 (29.1%) had children under the age of 18 living in them, 50,797 (33.0%) were opposite-sex married couples[image: External link] living together, 24,122 (15.7%) had a female householder with no husband present, 8,799 (5.7%) had a male householder with no wife present. There were 11,289 (7.3%) unmarried opposite-sex partnerships[image: External link], and 3,442 (2.2%) same-sex married couples or partnerships[image: External link]. 52,103 households (33.9%) were made up of individuals and 13,778 (9.0%) had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.49. There were 83,718 families[image: External link] (54.4% of all households); the average family size was 3.27.

The population was spread out with 83,120 people (21.3%) under the age of 18, 36,272 people (9.3%) aged 18 to 24, 129,139 people (33.1%) aged 25 to 44, 98,634 people (25.2%) aged 45 to 64, and 43,559 people (11.1%) who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 36.2 years. For every 100 females, there were 94.2 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 91.8 males.

There were 169,710 housing units at an average density of 2,175.7 per square mile (840.0/km2), of which 63,142 (41.1%) were owner-occupied, and 90,649 (58.9%) were occupied by renters. The homeowner vacancy rate was 3.0%; the rental vacancy rate was 8.5%. 166,662 people (42.7% of the population) lived in owner-occupied housing units and 215,924 people (55.3%) lived in rental housing units.
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 Shifting of cultures




Oakland is one of the most ethnically diverse major cities in the country.[75][76] Oakland was ranked the fourth most diverse city in America, with an overall diversity score of 91.4.[77] The city's formerly most populous ethnic group, whites, declined from 95.3% in 1940 to 32.5% by 1990, due to a combination of factors, such as suburbanization. Oakland became a destination for African Americans in the Great Migration[image: External link] during and after World War II as they gained high-paying jobs in the defense industry. Since the 1960s, Oakland has been known as a center of Northern California's African-American community.

Between 2000 and 2010 Oakland's black population decreased by nearly 25 percent.[78] The city's demographics have changed due to a combination of rising housing prices associated with gentrification[image: External link] and with blacks relocating to better housing in Bay Area suburbs or moving to the Southern United States[image: External link] in a reverse migration, where conditions are considered to have improved.[79][80][81] Blacks have formed a plurality in Oakland for many years, peaking in 1980 at about 47% of the population.

In the 2010 census African Americans maintained their status as Oakland's single largest ethnic group, with 27% of the population, followed by non-Hispanic whites[image: External link] at 25.9%, and Hispanics of any race at 25.4%.[82] Ethnic Asians constitute 17%, followed by smaller minority groups.

Recent trends and cultural shifts have led to a decline among some of Oakland's longstanding black institutions, such as churches, businesses and nightclubs, which had developed during the growing years of the 1950s through 1970.[83] Some long-time black residents have been dismayed at the population changes.

Many immigrants have settled in the city. In recent years, immigrants and others have marched by the thousands down Oakland's International Boulevard[image: External link] in support of legal reforms benefiting illegal immigrants[image: External link].[84]

An analysis by the Urban Institute of U.S. Census 2000[image: External link] numbers showed that Oakland had the third-highest concentration of gays and lesbians[image: External link] among the 50 largest U.S. cities, behind San Francisco and Seattle. Census data showed that, among incorporated places that have at least 500 female couples, Oakland had the nation's largest proportion. In the 2000 census, 2,650 lesbian couples identified as such in Oakland; one in every 41 Oakland couples identified as a same-sex female partnership.[85][86]
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 Economy




Oakland is a major West Coast[image: External link] port, and the fifth busiest in the United States by cargo volume.[87] The Port of Oakland handles 99% of all containerized goods moving through Northern California, representing $41 billion worth of international trade.[88][89] There are nearly 200,000 jobs related to marine cargo transport in the Oakland area.[90] These jobs range from minimum wage hourly positions to Transportation Storage and Distribution Managers who earn an annual average salary of US$91,520.[91] The Port of Oakland was an early innovator/pioneer in the technologies of Intermodal Containerized Shipping[image: External link]. The city is also home to several major corporations including Kaiser Permanente[image: External link], Clorox[image: External link], and Dreyer[image: External link]'s ice cream, and retailer Cost Plus World Markets[image: External link].[92] Tech companies such as Ask.com[image: External link] and Pandora Radio[image: External link] are located in Oakland,[93] and in recent years many start-up high tech and green energy companies have found a home in the downtown neighborhoods of Uptown, City Center, Jack London Square and Lake Merritt Financial District.[94] In 2014, Oakland was the fifth ranked city for tech entrepreneurs by total venture capital investment.[95] In 2015 Uber announced plans to build and house 3,000 employees in a new office at the site of the old Sears building, which is being redeveloped with plans to open in late 2017.[96][97]

As of 2013, the San Francisco-Oakland-Hayward metropolitan area has a GDP[image: External link] (Gross Domestic Product) of US$360.4 billion, ranking eighth among metropolitan areas in the United States.[98] In 2014, Oakland was amongst the best cities to start a career, the highest ranked city in California after San Francisco. Additionally, Oakland ranked fourth in cities with professional opportunities.[99] Numerous companies in San Francisco continue to expand in or migrate over to Oakland.[100]

Oakland experienced an increase of both its population and of land values in the early-to-mid first decade of the 21st century. The 10k Plan[image: External link], which began during former mayor Elihu Harris[image: External link]' administration, and intensified during former mayor Jerry Brown[image: External link]'s administration resulted in several thousand units of new multi-family housing and development.
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 Top employers




As of 2015, the top employers in the city were:[101]



	#
	Employer
	# of Employees



	1
	Kaiser Permanente[image: External link]
	9,992



	2
	Oakland Unified School District[image: External link]
	6,637



	3
	County of Alameda[image: External link]
	5,312



	4
	City of Oakland
	3,352



	5
	Bay Area Rapid Transit
	3,210



	6
	State of California[image: External link]
	3,169



	7
	Children's Hospital Oakland
	2,800



	8
	Alameda Health System[image: External link]
	2,300



	9
	United Parcel Service[image: External link]
	2,200



	10
	Southwest Airlines[image: External link]
	2,113
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 Tourism




In 2013, over 2.5 million people visited Oakland, injecting US$1.3 billion into the economy.[102] Oakland has been experiencing an increase in hotel demand. Occupancy is 74%, while RevPAR[image: External link] (Revenue Per Available Room) increased by 14%, the highest increase of any big city in the western region of the United States.[103] Both Oakland and San Francisco were forecasted to experience the highest increases in ADR (Average daily rate[image: External link]).[104]

In recent years, Oakland has gained national recognition as a travel destination. In 2012, Oakland was named the top North American city to visit, highlighting its growing number of sophisticated restaurants and bars, top music venues, and increasing nightlife appeal.[105] Oakland also took the No. 16 spot in "America's Coolest Cities," ranked by metrics like entertainment options and recreational opportunities per capita, etc.[106] In 2013, Oakland topped the No. 1 spot in "America's Most Exciting Cities," notably having the most movie theaters, theater companies, and museums per square mile.[107] In "America's Most Hipster Cities," Oakland took the number-5 spot, cited for luring San Francisco "hippies" into the city.[108] Oakland has also increased its travel destination allure internationally.[109]
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 Arts and culture




Oakland has a significant art scene and claims the highest concentration of artists per capita in the United States.[110] In 2013, Oakland was designated as one of America's top twelve art communities, recognizing Downtown (including Uptown), Chinatown, Old Oakland, and Jack London Square as communities "that have most successfully combined art, artists and venues for creativity and expression with independent businesses, retail shops and restaurants, and a walkable lifestyle to make vibrant neighborhoods." [111] Galleries exist in various parts of Oakland, with the newest additions centered mostly in the Uptown[image: External link] area. Oakland ranked 11th in cities for designers and artists.[112] The city is a renowned culinary hotbed,offering both a wide variety and innovative approaches to diverse cuisines[image: External link] in restaurants and markets, often featuring locally grown produce and international styles such as French, Italian, Iberian, Asian, Hispanic/Latino, African-Caribbean, Southern/French African-American fusions, etc. that reflect the city's ethnically diverse population. Historically a focal point of the West Coast blues[image: External link] and jazz[image: External link] scenes, Oakland is also home to musicians representing such genres as rhythm and blues[image: External link], gospel[image: External link], funk[image: External link], punk[image: External link], heavy metal[image: External link], Rap[image: External link]/Gangsta rap[image: External link], and hip hop[image: External link].
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 Attractions






	African American Museum and Library at Oakland

	All Out Comedy Theater

	AXIS Dance Company[image: External link]

	Chabot Space and Science Center

	Children's Fairyland

	Chinatown[image: External link]

	Dunsmuir House

	
Fox Oakland Theatre, concert venue

	Jack London Square

	Joaquin Miller Park

	
Lake Merritt, Listed on the National Register of Historic Places[image: External link], oldest wildlife/bird sanctuary[image: External link] in North America, Lake Merritt Garden Center, Bonsai Garden

	Lake Temescal

	
Mountain View Cemetery[image: External link], designed by Frederick Law Olmsted[image: External link] and resting place of many famous Californians

	
Oakland-Alameda County Coliseum[image: External link], home of baseball's Oakland Athletics, and the Oakland Raiders of the NFL


	Oakland Aviation Museum

	Oakland Museum of California

	Oakland Public Library[image: External link]

	Oakland Symphony[image: External link]

	Oakland Zoo

	
Oracle Arena, directly adjacent to the Oakland Coliseum, home to the Golden State Warriors of the NBA


	Paramount Theatre

	Pardee Home

	
Peralta Hacienda Historical Park[image: External link], Museum of History and Culture

	Redwood Regional Park

	Preservation Park

	
USS Potomac, Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link]'s presidential yacht
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 Nightlife




Downtown Oakland has an assortment of bars, and nightclubs[image: External link]. They include dive bars, dance clubs, modern lounges and jazz bars. The Paramount Theater features headlining musical tours and productions, while Fox Oakland Theatre draws various musical genres including jam bands[image: External link], rock, punk, blues, jazz, and reggae. The Paramount and Fox theaters often book simultaneous events, creating busy nights uptown.[113] In 2012, Oakland was dubbed a "New Sin City", following its 2010 decision to relax its cabaret laws, which gave a boost to its nightclub and bar scene.[114]

Recent years have seen the growth of the Oakland Art Murmur event, occurring in the Uptown neighborhood the first Friday evening of every month.[115] The event attracts around 20,000 people along twenty city blocks, featuring live performances, food trucks, and over 30 galleries and venues.[116][117]
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 "There is no there there"




Gertrude Stein[image: External link] wrote about Oakland in her 1937 book Everybody's Autobiography[image: External link] "There is no there there," upon learning that the neighborhood where she lived as a child had been torn down to make way for an industrial park[image: External link]. The quote is sometimes misconstrued to refer to Oakland as a whole.[118][119]

Modern-day Oakland has turned the quote on its head, with a statue downtown titled "There." In 2005 a sculpture called HERETHERE was installed by the City of Berkeley on the Berkeley-Oakland border at Martin Luther King Jr. Way. The sculpture consists of eight-foot-tall letters spelling "HERE" and "THERE" in front of the BART[image: External link] tracks as they descend from their elevated section in Oakland to the subway through Berkeley[image: External link].[120]
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 Professional sports




Oakland has teams in three professional sports: Baseball, basketball, and football. The Oakland Athletics MLB[image: External link] club won three consecutive World Series[image: External link] championships in 1972[image: External link], 1973[image: External link], and 1974[image: External link], and appeared in another three consecutive World Series from 1988 to 1990, winning their fourth championship in 1989[image: External link]. The Golden State Warriors won the 1974–1975 NBA championship and the 2014–2015 NBA championship and in the 2015-2016 NBA championship the warriors had a 3-1 advantage vs the Cleveland Cavaliers, but the Cavaliers, led by LeBron James, made history and came back to win in game 7, being the first team to do so, and making the Warriors the first team to choke a 3-1 lead in the NBA finals. The Oakland Raiders of the NFL[image: External link] won Super Bowl[image: External link] XI[image: External link] in 1977 and Super Bowl XV[image: External link] in 1981, while also appearing in Super Bowl II[image: External link] in 1968 and Super Bowl XXXVII[image: External link] in 2003. The Raiders left Oakland for Los Angeles in 1982, where they won a third Super Bowl championship, and returned to Oakland in 1995. The Warriors announced in April 2014 that they will leave Oakland once their new arena is built across the Bay in San Francisco, while the Raiders are in the process of relocating to Las Vegas[image: External link]. On March 27, 2017, it was confirmed the Raiders would be moving to Las Vegas.



	Club
	Sport
	Founded
	League
	Venue



	Oakland Athletics
	Baseball
	1901 (in Oakland since 1968)
	Major League Baseball
	Oakland-Alameda County Coliseum[image: External link]



	Oakland Raiders
	Football
	1960 (in San Francisco from 1960–1961 and Los Angeles from 1982–1994)
	National Football League
	Oakland-Alameda County Coliseum[image: External link]



	Golden State Warriors
	Basketball[image: External link]
	1946 (in San Jose in 1996–97)
	National Basketball Association
	Oracle Arena




Oakland's former sports teams include:


	
Oakland Oaks[image: External link], Pacific Coast League of Baseball, 1903–1955. (The Oaks played at Oaks Park[image: External link] in Emeryville after 1912.)

	
Oakland Larks[image: External link], West Coast Negro Baseball League[image: External link], 1946.

	Oakland Hornets, member of American Football League (1944)[image: External link]


	
Oakland Oaks[image: External link], American Basketball League[image: External link], 1962.

	
Oakland Oaks, American Basketball Association[image: External link], 1967–1969.

	
Oakland Seals[image: External link], National Hockey League, 1967–1976.

	
Oakland Clippers[image: External link], National Professional Soccer League[image: External link], 1967; North American Soccer League[image: External link], 1968.

	
Oakland Stompers[image: External link], North American Soccer League[image: External link], 1978.

	
Oakland Invaders[image: External link], United States Football League[image: External link], 1983–1985.

	
Oakland Skates[image: External link], Roller Hockey International[image: External link], 1993–1996.

	
Oakland Slammers[image: External link], International Basketball League[image: External link], 2005–2006.
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 Parks and recreation
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 Parks




Oakland has many parks and recreation centers which total 5,937 acres (2,403 ha). In its 2013 ParkScore ranking, The Trust for Public Land[image: External link], a national land conservation organization, reported that Oakland had the 18th best park system among the 50 most populous U.S. cities.[121] In 2013, Oakland ranked 4th among American cities as an urban destination for nature lovers.[122]

Some of the city's most notable parks include:


	Joaquin Miller Park

	
Joseph Knowland State Arboretum and Park, home of the Oakland Zoo


	Lake Merritt

	
Morcom Rose Garden best from July through October

	Mosswood Park

	Peralta Hacienda Historical Park,[123] headquarters of the Peralta rancho, Rancho San Antonio[image: External link]


	
William Joseph McInnes Botanic Garden and Campus Arboretum[image: External link], located on the Mills College campus



Additionally, the following seven East Bay Regional Parks[image: External link] are located entirely or partially in the city of Oakland:


	Anthony Chabot Regional Park

	Huckleberry Botanic Regional Preserve

	Leona Canyon Regional Open Space Preserve

	Redwood Regional Park

	Robert Sibley Volcanic Regional Preserve

	Roberts Regional Recreation Area[image: External link]

	Temescal Regional Park
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 Places of worship




Major places of worship in Oakland include: Oakland City Church, First Congregational Church of Oakland, Evangelistic Outreach Center, Green Pastures, the Presbyterian, First Presbyterian Church of Oakland; Greek Orthodox Ascension Cathedral[image: External link]; the Roman Catholic Cathedral of Christ the Light; the United Methodist Chinese Community Church[image: External link]; the Unitarian First Unitarian Church; the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints' Oakland California Temple; the Muslim, 31st Street Islamic Center, Light-House Mosque; the Reform Jewish Temple Sinai[image: External link]; the Conservative Jewish, Temple Beth Abraham; Allen Temple Baptist Church; and the Orthodox Jewish, Beth Jacob Congregation, American Baptist; Faith Baptist Church of Oakland, St. Paul Lutheran, His Gospel Christian Fellowship, six Kingdom Halls of Jehovah's Witnesses and St. Vartan Armenian Apostolic Church[image: External link].
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 Law and government




Oakland has a mayor-council government[image: External link]. The mayor is elected at-large[image: External link] for a four-year term. The Oakland City Council has eight council members representing seven districts in Oakland with one member elected at-large and others from single-member districts[image: External link]; council members serve staggered four-year terms. The mayor appoints a city administrator, subject to the confirmation by the City Council, who is the chief administrative officer of the city. Other city officers include: city attorney[image: External link] (elected), city auditor (elected), and city clerk[image: External link] (appointed by city administrator).[124] Oakland's mayor is limited to two terms. There are no term limits for the city council. Council member Larry Reid, also serving as vice-mayor, was elected to a fifth term in November 2012.[125]

Oakland City Hall was evacuated after the 1989 Loma Prieta earthquake until US$80M seismic retrofit and hazard abatement work was complete in 1995.[126] City offices had to be housed in leased space and other locations.

Jean Quan[image: External link] was elected mayor in November 2010, beating Don Perata[image: External link] and Rebecca Kaplan[image: External link] in the city's first ranked choice balloting[image: External link].[127] This new system is intended to increase voters' ability to choose preferred candidates, as they can combine ranked votes when several candidates are competing.

Oakland is also part of Alameda County, for which the Government of Alameda County[image: External link] is defined and authorized under the California Constitution[image: External link], California law[image: External link], and the Charter of the County of Alameda.[128] The County government provides countywide services such as elections and voter registration, law enforcement, jails, vital records, property records, tax collection, public health, and social services. The County government is primarily composed of the elected five-member Board of Supervisors[image: External link], other elected offices including the Sheriff[image: External link]/Coroner, the District Attorney, Assessor, Auditor-Controller/County Clerk/Recorder, and Treasurer/Tax Collector, and numerous county departments and entities under the supervision of the County Administrator.

In the California State Legislature[image: External link], Oakland is in the 9th Senate District[image: External link], represented by Democrat[image: External link] Nancy Skinner[image: External link],[8] and is split between the 15th[image: External link] and 18th[image: External link] Assembly districts, represented by Tony Thurmond[image: External link] and Rob Bonta[image: External link], respectively.[9] In the United States House of Representatives[image: External link], Oakland is in California's 13th congressional district[image: External link], represented by Democrat[image: External link] Barbara Lee[image: External link].[10]
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 Politics




Oakland was politically conservative from the 1860s to the 1950s, with positions expressed by the Republican-oriented Oakland Tribune[image: External link] newspaper. At the time, the Republican Party was more moderate than it has become in the 21st century, and some members belonged to a progressive tradition across the Northern Tier of states. In the 1960s, the majority of voters began to favor liberal policies and the Democratic Party.[129][130] Oakland has the highest percentage of registered Democrats of any of the incorporated cities in Alameda County, with Berkeley coming in a close second. As of 2009, Oakland has 204,646 registered voters. 140,858 (68.8%) are registered Democrats, 12,248 (5.9%) are registered Republicans, 10,431 (5.2%) are members of other parties and 41,109 (20.1%) decline to state[image: External link] a political affiliation.[131] Oakland is widely regarded as being one of the most liberal major cities in the nation. The Cook Partisan Voting Index[image: External link] of Congressional District 13[image: External link], which includes Oakland and Berkeley, is D+37, making it the most Democratic congressional district in California and the fourth most Democratic district in the US.[132]
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 Crime




See: Crime in Oakland, California


Substantial progress has been made in reducing the city's historically high crime rate. Gun crime is primarily concentrated in certain poor minority neighborhoods with nearly all homicides being committed by guns. Oakland's crime rate had begun to escalate during the late 1960s; and by the end of the 1970s, during the drug wars, the city's per capita murder rate had risen to twice that of San Francisco or New York City.[133] That dramatic rise in crime may have been affected by the different methods being used to deal with rebellious youth. Prior to 1960, there had been successful government-funded social programs, where workers would work in neighborhoods searching for rebellious teens to enter them in youth centers that would be able to teach them proper values and improve their behavior.[134]

But by the late 1960s, the police and Federal Bureau of Investigation[image: External link](FBI) used military tactics[image: External link] to manage unwanted behavior, with increases in arrests, prosecutions, and imprisonment.[134] During the first decade of the 21st century, Oakland has consistently been listed as one of the most dangerous large cities in the United States,[135] but in the latter part of the decade, the homicide rate dropped four years in a row, and violent crime in general had dropped 27%. During 2011 there were increases in both categories.[136] In 2012 Oakland reported 131 homicides, the highest number since 2006, when 148 killings were recorded.[137][138]

Since 2012 there have been continued decreases in various categories of crime, including homicides. In 2013, there was a 33% decline in homicides from the previous year, allowing Oakland to record its lowest homicide count since 2004. Aggravated assaults were down 10%; and rapes declined by 27%, the lowest level of that crime in eight years.[139][140] In its crime statistics released for the year 2016, the Oakland Police Department reported a total of 93 murders.[141] That total for 2016 still constitutes a 29% drop in homicides when compared to the city's reported murders for 2012.[142]

Oakland's police force has dropped to 612 officers, down from more than 800 in 2009. It is below the 925 recommended by the city's strategic plan. The city has recently started to rebuild its force and recently graduated 34 officers.[137] The Oakland Police Department is committed to improved public safety by increasing police presence during peak crime hours, improving intelligence gathering, and moving more aggressively to arrest violent crime suspects.[143][144]

Among Oakland's 35 police patrol beats, violent crime remains a serious problem in specific East and West Oakland neighborhoods. In 2008, homicides were concentrated: 72% occurred in three City Council districts, District 3 in West Oakland and Districts 6 and 7 in East Oakland, although these districts have 44% of Oakland's residents.[145]

In 2012, Oakland implemented Operation Ceasefire[image: External link], a gang violence reduction plan used in other cities, based in part on the research and strategies of author David M. Kennedy[image: External link].[146][147][148][149]
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 Education
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 Primary and secondary education




Most public schools in Oakland are operated by the Oakland Unified School District[image: External link] (OUSD), which covers the city except for Sheffield Village. Due to financial troubles and administrative failures, it was in receivership by the state of California from 2002 to 2008.[150] As of 2015 the Oakland Unified School District includes 86 division-run schools and 32 charter schools; the district also manages several adult education programs. As of 2015 there are 48,181 total K–12 students; among division-run schools, there are 4,600 plus employees.[151]

OUSD test scores historically lag behind the rest of California, in particular due to a high proportion of English-language learners.[152] Some individual schools have much better performance than the citywide average. As of 2013, for example, over half the students at Hillcrest Elementary School in the Montclair[image: External link] upper hills neighborhood performed at the "advanced" level in the English portion of the test, and students at Lincoln Elementary School[image: External link] in the Chinatown[image: External link] neighborhood performed at the "advanced" level in the math portion.[153]

Oakland's three largest public high schools are Oakland High School[image: External link], Oakland Technical High School[image: External link], and Skyline High School[image: External link]. There are also numerous small public high schools within Castlemont Community of Small Schools[image: External link], Fremont Federation of High Schools[image: External link], and McClymonds Educational Complex[image: External link], all of which were once single, larger public high schools that were reorganized due to poor performance (Castlemont High School, Fremont High School, and McClymonds High School[image: External link], respectively).

Among charter schools in the district, North Oakland Community Charter School (NOCCS), an elementary and middle school, is one of the few public progressive schools in the country.[clarification needed[image: External link]] Other charter schools include the Oakland Military Institute[image: External link], Oakland School for the Arts, Bay Area Technology School[image: External link], and Oakland Charter Academy.[154]

There are several private high schools including the secular The College Preparatory School and Head-Royce School, and the Catholic[image: External link] Bishop O'Dowd High School[image: External link], Holy Names High School[image: External link] and St. Elizabeth High School. Catholic schools in Oakland are operated by the Roman Catholic Diocese of Oakland[image: External link] also include eight K–8 schools (plus one in Piedmont on the Oakland city border). Northern Light School is a private nonprofit elementary and middle school. Bentley School[image: External link] is an Independent Co-educational K–12, college preparatory school, located on two campuses in Oakland and Lafayette, California.
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 Colleges and universities




Accredited colleges and universities include:



	
Peralta Community College District[image: External link]

	Laney College

	Merritt College





	
California College of the Arts (formerly the California College of Arts and Crafts)

	
Holy Names University (formerly Holy Names College)

	Lincoln University

	
Mills College (Julia Morgan School for Girls[image: External link] is a private middle school[image: External link] for girls housed on the campus)

	Patten University

	
Samuel Merritt College[image: External link] (a health science college)






	Oakland is also the home of the headquarters of the University of California[image: External link] system, the University of California Office of the President.



In 2001, the SFSU Oakland Multimedia Center was opened, allowing San Francisco State University[image: External link] to conduct classes near downtown Oakland.[155] The Oakland Higher Education Consortium and the City of Oakland's Community and Economic Development Agency (CEDA) opened the Oakland Higher Education Center downtown in 2002 to provide "access to multiple higher education service providers within a shared urban facility." Member schools include primary user California State University, East Bay[image: External link] as well as Lincoln University, New College of California[image: External link], Saint Mary's College of California[image: External link], SFSU Multimedia Studies Program, UC Berkeley Extension, University of Phoenix[image: External link] and Peralta Community College District.[156][157]
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 Media




See: List of television stations in the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link]


Oakland is served by major television stations broadcasting primarily out of San Francisco and San Jose. The region's Fox[image: External link] O&O[image: External link], KTVU[image: External link], is based in (and licensed to) Oakland at Jack London Square along with co-owned independent station KICU-TV[image: External link] (licensed to San Jose). In addition, the city is served by various AM and FM[image: External link] radio stations as well; AM stations KKSF[image: External link], KMKY[image: External link], KNEW[image: External link] and KQKE[image: External link] are licensed to Oakland.

Oakland was served by the Oakland Tribune[image: External link], which published its first newspaper on February 21, 1874. The Tribune Tower, which features a large clock, is an Oakland landmark. At key times throughout the day (8:00 am, noon and 5:00 pm), the clock tower carillon plays a variety of classic melodies, which change daily. In 2007, the Oakland Tribune moved its offices from the tower to an East Oakland location, before folding in 2011.[158]

The East Bay Express[image: External link], a locally owned free weekly paper, is based in Jack London Square and distributed throughout the East Bay.

Oaklandwiki is a thriving (mostly) English-language LocalWiki[image: External link].
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 Infrastructure
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 Transportation
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 Air and rail




Oakland residents have access to the three major airports of the San Francisco Bay Area: Oakland International Airport, San Francisco International Airport[image: External link], and San Jose International Airport[image: External link]. Oakland International Airport, located within the city limits of Oakland, is 4 mi (6.4 km) south of downtown Oakland and serves domestic and international destinations. AC Transit provides 24-hour service to the airport, and the Coliseum–Oakland International Airport line[image: External link] automated guideway transit[image: External link] provides frequent service between the airport and BART's Oakland Coliseum Station.

The city has regional and long distance passenger train service provided by Amtrak[image: External link], with stations located near Jack London Square and the Oakland Coliseum[image: External link]. Amtrak's California Zephyr[image: External link] has its western terminus at the nearby Emeryville station[image: External link].

Historically, the city was served by several train companies, which terminated in different terminals. Santa Fe[image: External link] trains terminated at the 40th and San Pablo station. Southern Pacific[image: External link] trains ended at the 16th Street Station[image: External link].[159] Western Pacific[image: External link] trains ended at the 3rd and Washington station. However, a common feature was that the different railroads continued one more stop to a station at Oakland Pier[image: External link].[160] From this latter point passengers would ride ferries to San Francisco[image: External link].
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 Mass transit and bicycling




The most recent census[image: External link] data compiled in 2007 before gasoline price spikes in 2008, show 24.3 percent of Oaklanders used public transportation, walked or used "other means" to commute to work, not including telecommuting[image: External link],[161] with 17 percent of Oakland households being "car free" and or statistically categorized as having "no vehicles available."[162]

Bus transit service in Oakland and the inner East Bay[image: External link] is provided by the Alameda and Contra Costa Transit District, AC Transit. The district originated in 1958 after the conspiratorial dissolution[image: External link] of the Key System[image: External link] of streetcars. Many AC Transit lines follow old routes of the Key System.[35]

Intercity bus companies that serve Oakland include Greyhound[image: External link], BoltBus[image: External link], Megabus[image: External link], USAsia[image: External link], and Hoang Transportation[image: External link].[163]

The metropolitan area is served by Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) from eight stations in Oakland. The system has headquarters in Oakland, with major transfer hubs at MacArthur and 19th Street[image: External link] stations. BART's headquarters was located in a building above the Lake Merritt BART station until 2006, when it relocated to the Kaiser Center due to seismic safety concerns.

The Alameda / Oakland Ferry[image: External link] operates ferry service from Jack London Square to Alameda[image: External link], San Francisco, and Angel Island[image: External link]. Oakland licenses taxi cabs, and has zoned cab stands in its downtown, including a bicycle pedi-cab service.

The Oakland City Council adopted a Bicycle Master Plan in 1999 as a part of the Land Use and Transportation (LUTE) element of Oakland's 1998 General Plan. In addition, the Oakland City Council reaffirmed the bike plan in 2005 and 2007. Several miles of bike lanes were created as a result of the plan, with more awaiting funding.[citation needed[image: External link]] Facilities for parking thousands of bicycles have been installed downtown and in other commercial districts throughout Oakland.[citation needed[image: External link]] According to the U.S. Census Bureau's 2011 American Community Survey, Oakland moved into 7th place in the nation by percentage of people that choose to commute by bike in 2011.[164]
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 Bridges, freeways, and tunnels




Oakland is served by several major highways: Eastbound Bay Bridge traffic entering Oakland then splits into three freeways at the MacArthur Maze freeway interchange: Interstate 580 (MacArthur Freeway) heads southeast toward Hayward[image: External link] and eventually to the California Central Valley[image: External link]; Interstate 880[image: External link] (Nimitz Freeway) runs south to San Jose; and the Eastshore Freeway (Interstate 80[image: External link]/I-580) runs north, providing connections to Sacramento[image: External link] and San Rafael[image: External link], respectively. Interstate 980[image: External link] (Williams Freeway) begins its eastbound journey at I-880 in Downtown Oakland before turning into State Route 24[image: External link] (Grove Shafter Freeway) at I-580. State Route 13 begins as the Warren Freeway at I-580, and runs through a scenic valley in the Montclair District[image: External link] before entering Berkeley[image: External link]. A stub of a planned freeway was constructed at the High Street exit from the Nimitz Freeway, but that freeway extension plan was abandoned.

At the time of the 1989 Loma Prieta earthquake, the Cypress Street Viaduct double-deck segment of the Nimitz Freeway[image: External link] collapsed, killing 42 people. The old freeway segment had passed through the middle of West Oakland, forming a barrier between West Oakland neighborhoods. Following the earthquake, this section was rerouted around the perimeter of West Oakland and rebuilt in 1999. The east span of the San Francisco–Oakland Bay Bridge also suffered damage from the quake when a 50-foot (15-m) section of the upper deck collapsed onto the lower deck; the damaged section was repaired within a month of the earthquake. As a result of Loma Prieta, a significant seismic retrofit was performed on the western span of the Bay Bridge. The eastern span has now been replaced with a dramatic single-tower self-anchoring suspension span.

Two underwater tunnels, the Webster[image: External link] and Posey[image: External link] Tubes, connect the main island of Alameda to downtown Oakland, coming above ground in Chinatown. In addition, the Park Street[image: External link], Fruitvale[image: External link], and High Street bridges connect Alameda to East Oakland over the Oakland Estuary[image: External link].

In the hills, the Leimert Bridge crosses Dimond Canyon, connecting the Oakmore neighborhood to Park Boulevard. The Caldecott Tunnel[image: External link] carries Highway 24 through the Berkeley Hills[image: External link], connecting central Contra Costa County to Oakland. The Caldecott has four bores.
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 Freight rail




Freight service, which consists primarily of moving shipping containers to and from the Port of Oakland, is provided today by Union Pacific Railroad[image: External link] (UP), and to a lesser extent by BNSF Railway[image: External link] (which now shares the tracks of the UP between Richmond and Oakland).

Historically, Oakland was served by several railroads. Besides the transcontinental line of the Southern Pacific, there was also the Santa Fe (whose Oakland terminal was actually in Emeryville), the Western Pacific Railroad[image: External link] (who built a pier adjacent to the SP's), and the Sacramento Northern Railroad[image: External link] (eventually absorbed by the Western Pacific, which in turn was absorbed by UP in 1983).
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 Shipping




As one of the three major ports on the West Coast of the United States[image: External link], the Port of Oakland is the largest seaport on San Francisco Bay and the fifth busiest container port in the United States. It was one of the earliest seaports to switch to containerization and to intermodal container transfer[image: External link],[165] thereby displacing the Port of San Francisco[image: External link], which never modernized its waterfront. One of the earlier limitations to growth was the inability to transfer containers to rail lines, all cranes historically operating between ocean vessels and trucks. In the 1980s the Port of Oakland began the evaluation of development of an intermodal container transfer capability, i.e. facilities that now allow trans-loading of containers from vessels to either trucks or rail modes.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Utilities




Water[image: External link] and sewage treatment[image: External link] are provided by East Bay Municipal Utility District[image: External link] (EBMUD). Pacific Gas and Electric Company[image: External link] (PG & E) provides natural gas and electricity service. Municipal garbage collection is franchised to Waste Management, Inc[image: External link]. Telecommunications and subscriber television services are provided by multiple private corporations and other service providers in accordance with the competitive objectives of the Telecommunications Act of 1996[image: External link].

Oakland tops the list of the 50 largest US cities using electricity from renewable sources.[166]
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 Healthcare




Originating in Oakland, Kaiser Permanente[image: External link], is an HMO[image: External link] started in 1942, during World War II, by industrialist Henry J. Kaiser[image: External link] to provide medical care for Kaiser Shipyards[image: External link] workers. It is the largest managed care organization in the United States and the largest non-governmental health care provider in the world.[167] It is headquartered at 1950 Franklin Street in Downtown Oakland and maintains a large medical center in the Piedmont Avenue[image: External link] neighborhood.

Alta Bates Summit Medical Center[image: External link], an East Bay hospital system, maintains its Summit Campus in the neighborhood known as "Pill Hill" north of downtown. Until 2000, it was the Summit Medical Center before merging with Berkeley-based Alta Bates. All campuses now operate under the Sutter Health[image: External link] network.

Alameda County Medical Center[image: External link] is operated by the county and provides medical services to county residents, including the medically indigent[image: External link] who do not have health insurance[image: External link]. The main campus, Highland Hospital[image: External link] in East Oakland, is the trauma center[image: External link] for the northern area of the East Bay[image: External link].

Children's Hospital Oakland is the primary medical center specializing in pediatrics[image: External link] in the East Bay. It is a designated Level I pediatric trauma center, and the only independent children's hospital in Northern California.
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 Notable people




See: List of people from Oakland, California
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 Sister cities




Oakland has 12 sister cities[image: External link]:[168]



	Country
	City
	Year of Partnership



	
 Japan
	Fukuoka[image: External link]
	1962



	
 Ghana
	Sekondi Takoradi[image: External link]
	1975



	
 China
	Dalian[image: External link]
	1982



	
 Portugal
	Funchal[image: External link]
	1999



	
 Cuba
	Santiago de Cuba[image: External link]
	2000



	
 Vietnam
	Da Nang[image: External link]
	2005



	
 Nigeria
	Benin City[image: External link]
	2010



	
 Haiti
	Port-de-Paix[image: External link]
	2011



	
 China
	Foshan[image: External link]
	



	
 Nigeria
	Bauchi[image: External link]
	



	
 Jamaica
	Ocho Rios[image: External link]
	



	
 Russia
	Nakhodka[image: External link]
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 See also





	List of cities and towns in the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link]

	Mayors of Oakland

	Oakland tallest buildings

	Teaching of African American Vernacular English in public schools of Oakland[image: External link]
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Bob Myers





Robert Michael "Bob" Myers (born March 31, 1975)[1] is the general manager[image: External link] for the Golden State Warriors in the National Basketball Association (NBA). He is a former sports agent[image: External link] with Wasserman Media Group[image: External link] after interning with prominent agent Arn Tellem[image: External link]. Myers played college basketball[image: External link] for the UCLA Bruins[image: External link] from 1993 to 1997. He was a member of their 1995 NCAA championship team[image: External link]. He served as a radio commentator for UCLA basketball for two seasons until 2002.[2]
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 Early life




Myers was born in the San Francisco Bay Area in Danville, California[image: External link],[3] where he attended high school at Monte Vista[image: External link].[1][4] He lettered[image: External link] in basketball, but he did not imagine playing college basketball[image: External link] for an established program. Only a junior college[image: External link] showed interest in recruiting him. He wanted to continue playing an organized sport, and intended to follow his brother into rowing[image: External link]. In his senior year, he visited the University of California, Los Angeles[image: External link] (UCLA) and intended to talk to their crew team coach. However, he ran into UCLA assistant basketball coach Steve Lavin[image: External link], who suggested Myers try out for the basketball team[image: External link].[5]
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 College career




Myers attended UCLA and majored in business and economics, making the Bruins basketball team[image: External link] under coach Jim Harrick[image: External link] as a walk-on[image: External link] in his freshman year in 1993.[6] Myers figured he would be a four-year practice player,[7] but he earned an athletic scholarship[image: External link] in 1994–95[image: External link], when the Bruins won the national championship that season[image: External link]. He did not score until the final game of the regular season, and he only averaged 0.3 points that season.[8] However, he was on the commemorative cover of Sports Illustrated[image: External link], lifting teammate Tyus Edney[image: External link] in the air after the point guard[image: External link] made a legendary baseline-to-baseline winning basket with 4.8 seconds remaining in the game against Missouri[image: External link] in the tournament. Additionally, Myers met President Bill Clinton[image: External link] in the White House[image: External link], appeared with Jay Leno[image: External link] on The Tonight Show[image: External link], and rode with Mickey Mouse[image: External link] in a ticker tape parade[image: External link] at Disneyland[image: External link].[6][5] He was called Forrest Gump[image: External link] by teammates for his apparent good fortune.[6][5][7]

Myers' playing time steadily increased. By his junior year, he had added 25 pounds (11 kg) of muscle over two years and stood at 6 feet 7 inches (2.01 m) and 230 pounds (100 kg).[9] Against Oregon State[image: External link], Myers was the hero in the Bruins' 69–60 win after he established career highs in points (20) and minutes played (22). In his last season in 1996–97[image: External link], UCLA advanced to the Elite Eight[image: External link], and he even started a few games.[10] "That’s another thing that I thought that I would never do," Myers said. "It’s something that I will look back on and tell my kids and my grandkids: 'Yeah, I started a couple of games.'"[5] He did not go to Europe to play basketball after college, which he later called his biggest disappointment.[11]
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 Sports agent career




Myers was introduced to sports agent Arn Tellem[image: External link] by Harrick, and he began as an intern at Tellem and Associates in 1997 while completing his law degree at Loyola Law School[image: External link].[6][4][11] Myers grew to be one of Tellem's top associates, and became an expert in contract negotiation and player recruitment.[6][11] In 2000, Tellem and Associates became SFX Sports, where Myers served as vice president.[4] Myers spent 14 years as an agent, the last five with Wasserman Media Group[image: External link], and he negotiated contracts totaling more than $575 million.[6][11] He had 19 clients, including Brandon Roy[image: External link], Tyreke Evans[image: External link] and Kendrick Perkins[image: External link].[12]
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 Golden State Warriors




In April 2011, Myers was hired by the Golden State Warriors as an assistant general manager.[12] He was expected to apprentice under general manager Larry Riley[image: External link] for a few years. However, Myers was promoted after only 12 months.[6][12] Under Myers, the Warriors had a strong draft in 2012[image: External link] and made key acquisitions in 2012–13, and they advanced to the second round of the playoffs before losing to the San Antonio Spurs in six games. It was the Warriors' best postseason finish in 36 years.[13] After the season, The Press Democrat[image: External link] wrote that Myers "made a bigger imprint than anyone else on this season's wonder team."[14]

After the 2014-15 regular season, Myers was named the NBA Basketball Executive of the Year after key decisions he made led to the Warriors having an NBA best 67–15 record, including hiring coach Steve Kerr and signing Klay Thompson to a contract extension after declining to trade him and other players in the offseason for Kevin Love[image: External link].[15] Myers and the Warriors won the 2015 NBA Finals after defeating the Cleveland Cavaliers in six games.
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 Personal life




Myers and his wife, Kristen, have two daughters, Kayla and Annabelle.[4]
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Steve Kerr





Stephen Douglas "Steve" Kerr (born September 27, 1965) is an American former professional basketball[image: External link] player and the current head coach of the Golden State Warriors.[1] Kerr is a six-time NBA champion[image: External link], winning three with the Chicago Bulls[image: External link] and two with the San Antonio Spurs as a player, and one with the Warriors as a head coach. Kerr has the highest career three-point percentage (45.4%) for any player with at least 250 three pointers made in NBA history.

On June 2, 2007, the Phoenix Suns[image: External link] named Kerr the team's President of Basketball Operations and General Manager. Kerr helped Managing Partner Robert Sarver[image: External link] buy the Suns in 2004 and became one of Sarver's trusted basketball advisors. Kerr announced his retirement from the Suns in June 2010. Afterwards, Kerr returned as a color commentator for NBA on TNT[image: External link] until 2014, when he pursued a career in coaching.

On May 14, 2014, the Golden State Warriors named Kerr the team's head coach. On April 4, 2015, with a win over the Dallas Mavericks, Kerr broke the NBA record for the most regular season wins for a rookie coach. The Warriors went on to win the 2015 NBA Finals, making Kerr the first rookie coach to win a championship since Pat Riley[image: External link] in the 1982 NBA Finals[image: External link].

On April 13, 2016, the Warriors broke the record for the most wins in an NBA season.
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 Early life




Kerr was born in Beirut, Lebanon, a son of Malcolm H. Kerr[image: External link], an American academic who specialized in the Middle East, and his wife Ann.[2] He has three siblings.[3] His grandfather Stanley Kerr[image: External link] volunteered with the Near East Relief[image: External link] after the Armenian Genocide[image: External link] and rescued women and orphans in Aleppo[image: External link] and Marash[image: External link] before eventually settling in Beirut[image: External link].[4] Kerr spent much of his childhood in Lebanon[image: External link] and other Middle Eastern countries. He attended Cairo American College[image: External link] in Egypt[image: External link], the American Community School in Beirut, Lebanon, and Palisades High School (now Palisades Charter High School[image: External link]) in Los Angeles.

His 52-year-old father Malcolm was murdered by the Islamic Jihad[image: External link] (later, elements of Islamic Jihad formed Hezbollah[image: External link]), on the morning of January 18, 1984, while he was serving as president of the American University of Beirut[image: External link] in Beirut[image: External link].[5][6][7][8] His father was shot twice in the back of his head, by gunmen using silencer-equipped revolvers, in the hallway outside his office.[3][6][7][8] Kerr was 18 years old at the time, and a college freshman.[5] Steve Kerr said: "Before my father was killed, my life was impenetrable. Bad things happened to other people."[2] The Kerr family sued the Iranian government under the Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act of 1996[image: External link].[9] While warming up for a game at Arizona State in 1988, Kerr had to deal with a number of fans in the crowd chanting " PLO[image: External link]" and "your father's history".[10][11] Though teary-eyed, Kerr scored 20 points in the first half, making all six of his 3-point attempts.[11] The athletic director of Arizona State, Charles Harris, sent a letter of apology to Kerr a few days later.[12]

Kerr graduated from the University of Arizona in 1988 with a Bachelor of General Studies[image: External link], with emphasis on history, sociology and English.[13][14]
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 Personal life




He married Margot Kerr, his college sweetheart, in 1990. The couple have three children: Nick, Maddy and Matthew.[15]
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 Collegiate career




Minimally recruited out of high school, Kerr played basketball for the University of Arizona from 1983 to 1988. In the summer of 1986, Kerr was named to the USA Basketball[image: External link] team that competed in the FIBA World Championship[image: External link] in Spain. The team was the last American Men's Senior Team composed strictly of amateur[image: External link] players to capture a gold medal. He injured his knee in the tournament, forcing him to miss an entire season (1986–87) at Arizona. After returning to the team, Kerr became a fan favorite due to his leadership and long-range shooting. He helped the Wildcats reach the Final Four[image: External link] of the NCAA Division I basketball tournament in 1988, along with future NBA teammate Sean Elliott[image: External link], future NBA journeyman Tom Tolbert, and future MLB All-Star Kenny Lofton[image: External link]. He also set an NCAA record for 3-point percentage in a season (114–199, 57.3%).
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 College statistics






	Year
	Team
	GP
	GS
	MPG
	FG%
	3P%
	FT%
	RPG
	APG
	SPG
	BPG
	PPG



	1983–84
	Arizona[image: External link]
	28
	...
	22.6
	.516
	...
	.692
	1.2
	1.3
	0.3
	0.0
	7.1



	1984–85
	Arizona
	31
	...
	33.4
	.568
	...
	.803
	2.4
	4.0
	0.6
	0.1
	10.0



	1985–86
	Arizona
	32
	...
	38.4
	.540
	...
	.899
	3.2
	4.2
	1.6
	0.0
	14.4



	1986–87
	Arizona
	Redshirt[image: External link]
	...
	...
	...
	...
	...
	...
	...
	...
	...
	...



	1987–88
	Arizona
	38
	...
	32.6
	.559
	.573
	.824
	2.0
	3.9
	1.2
	0.1
	12.6



	Career[16]
	...
	129
	...
	32.1
	.548
	.573
	.815
	2.2
	3.4
	1.0
	0.1
	11.2
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 Professional career
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 Career beginnings




Kerr was selected by the Phoenix Suns[image: External link] in the second round of the 1988 NBA draft[image: External link].

Steve Kerr was traded to the Cleveland Cavaliers in 1989. He spent over three seasons (1989–92) there, and then part of the 1992–93[image: External link] season with the Orlando Magic.
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 Chicago Bulls




In 1993, he signed with the Chicago Bulls[image: External link]. The Bulls made the playoffs in the 1993–94 and 1994–95 seasons, but without Michael Jordan's presence for all of 1994 and much of 1995, the team could not advance to the Finals. However, with Jordan back full-time for the 1995–96 season[image: External link], the Bulls set a then NBA-record of 72–10 and defeated the Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link] in the 1996 NBA Finals[image: External link].

Kerr played a major part of the Bulls' championship victory in the 1997 NBA Finals[image: External link] against the Utah Jazz[image: External link]. In the final seconds of Game 6 with the score tied at 86, he took a pass from Jordan and hit the game-winner. The Bulls won, earning the franchise's fifth title. Kerr also won the 3-Point Shootout at the 1997 All-Star Game.

In the last minute of Game 2 of the 1998 NBA Finals[image: External link] against Utah, Kerr missed a 3-pointer, grabbed his own rebound and made a no-look pass while in midair to Michael Jordan who made a crucial three-point play, putting them in the lead for good. The play helped Chicago win the game and tie the series at 1. The Bulls won the series in 6 games.
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 San Antonio Spurs




During the 1998 off-season, Kerr was traded to the San Antonio Spurs for Chuck Person[image: External link] and a first-round pick in the 2000 NBA draft[image: External link], where he would soon return to the NBA Finals. His timely departure from Chicago gave him a chance to win a fourth straight NBA Title, as the Spurs were just emerging as a championship-caliber team. By contrast, the Chicago Bulls went from first-to-worst, finishing last in the conference with a 13–37 record.

The Spurs made it to the 1999 NBA Finals[image: External link]. It was the first finals appearance in their history, and Kerr won his fourth ring in a row when the Spurs beat the New York Knicks for the 1999 NBA championship. He is one of two people to win four straight NBA titles without being a part of the 1960s Boston Celtics dynasty (the other is Frank Saul[image: External link], who won four straight with Rochester and Minneapolis from 1951–54).[17]
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 Portland Trail Blazers




Steve was traded to the Portland Trail Blazers on July 24, 2001 in a 3-man deal. He would remain in Portland for the 2001–02[image: External link] season, playing in 65 games.
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 Return to the Spurs




After his brief stint in Portland, he was traded back to San Antonio on August 2, 2002. He supported the Spurs from the bench in nearly every game (75) the following year, in what would be his final season in the league.[18]

Kerr made key contributions in Game 6 of the 2003 Western Conference Finals[image: External link] against the Dallas Mavericks. Among those were four second-half 3-pointers that helped eliminate Dallas. The Spurs eventually won the NBA championship that year by beating the New Jersey Nets in the 2003 NBA Finals[image: External link] 4–2.

Kerr ended his career as a dependable bench player who could make jump shots and 3-pointers in critical moments.

Kerr announced his retirement after the 2003 NBA Finals. He played 910 regular season games but started only 30 of them, 20 of those games coming in the 1991–92 season. His career totals are: 5,437 points (6 ppg), 1,060 rebounds (1.2 rpg), and 1,658 assists (1.8 apg). He also retired as the league's all-time leader in three-point shooting percentage for a season (.524 in 1994–95) and career (.454).
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 Post-playing career
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 Television analyst




In 2003, Kerr became a broadcast analyst for Turner Network Television[image: External link] (TNT), offering commentary alongside renowned analyst Marv Albert[image: External link]. During his tenure he performed a segment sponsored by Coors Light[image: External link] called Steve's Refreshing Thoughts in which he brought up interesting facts in NBA history. This segment continued through sponsorship, and became known as Steve Wonders, sponsored by Sprint[image: External link]. In the same time period, Kerr also contributed to Yahoo![image: External link] as an NBA commentator.

He has provided his voice for the in-game commentary of EA Sports[image: External link] video games[image: External link] NBA Live 06[image: External link], NBA Live 07[image: External link], NBA Live 08[image: External link], NBA Live 09[image: External link] and NBA Live 10[image: External link] with Albert. He has also provided his voice as a color analyst for NBA 2K12[image: External link], NBA 2K13[image: External link], NBA 2K14[image: External link] and NBA 2K15[image: External link]. He remains a commentator in NBA 2K15[image: External link] despite becoming the Golden State Warriors coach for the 2014–15 season several months prior to the game's release.

Kerr left broadcasting in 2007 to work as a general manager for the Phoenix Suns[image: External link], but it was confirmed on June 28, 2010 that he would return as an NBA analyst for TNT starting with the 2010–11 NBA season[image: External link]. Since 2011, Kerr has also called the NCAA Men's Division I Basketball Championship[image: External link] on Turner Sports and CBS[image: External link], teaming up with lead broadcasters Jim Nantz[image: External link] and Clark Kellogg[image: External link] for the First Four and Final Four games, and with Albert in other rounds.

Kerr has been a regular contributor to the website Grantland[image: External link] since 2011.
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 Phoenix Suns front office




On April 15, 2004, Kerr was announced as a member of a potential group of buyers that would acquire his old team, the Suns, from Jerry Colangelo[image: External link] for $300 million. He became part of Suns management, acting as a consultant.[19][20]

On June 2, 2007, Kerr announced his departure from his broadcasting position at TNT and his commentating position at Yahoo! to assume duties as the general manager of the Phoenix Suns[image: External link] beginning with the 2007–2008 season.

On February 6, 2008, reports surfaced that Kerr was planning to trade Phoenix Suns forward Shawn Marion[image: External link] and guard Marcus Banks[image: External link] to the Miami Heat in exchange for Shaquille O'Neal[image: External link], which he did. The Suns were eliminated by the San Antonio Spurs in five games in the first round of the playoffs.

On December 10, 2008, Kerr continued to remake the Suns roster by trading away Boris Diaw[image: External link], Raja Bell, and Sean Singletary[image: External link] to the Charlotte Bobcats in exchange for Jason Richardson, Jared Dudley[image: External link], and the Bobcats' 2010 second round draft pick, which was used to draft Gani Lawal[image: External link] of Georgia Tech[image: External link].[21]

On June 25, 2009, Kerr traded Shaquille O'Neal[image: External link] to the Cleveland Cavaliers for Ben Wallace[image: External link], Sasha Pavlovic[image: External link], a future second-round draft pick and cash.

On May 5, 2010, the Suns[image: External link] wore Los Suns jerseys in Game 2 against the Spurs as to be united against the controversial Arizona immigration law[image: External link]. Kerr himself compared the law to Nazi Germany[image: External link].[22]

On June 15, 2010, Kerr stepped down as President and GM of the Suns. Despite stepping down, Kerr still owned a 1% share with the Suns organization that he kept until 2014.
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 Head coaching career
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 Golden State Warriors (2014–present)




On May 14, 2014, Kerr reached an agreement to become the head coach for the Golden State Warriors, succeeding Mark Jackson.[23][24] Kerr coached in the 2014 Summer League for the Warriors. During the 2014–15 season, the team's offense employed elements of the triangle offense[image: External link] from his playing days in Chicago under Phil Jackson[image: External link], the spacing and pace of Gregg Popovich[image: External link] in San Antonio, and the uptempo principles Alvin Gentry[image: External link] used in Phoenix when Kerr was the GM.[25]

After the Warriors beat the Houston Rockets to win their 14th consecutive game, Kerr became the first coach to start his career with a 19–2 record.[26] This beat out Al Cervi and his 18–2 start with the Syracuse Nationals. On December 10, 2014 Kerr became the first NBA rookie head coach to win 21 of his first 23 games.[27] Kerr was named the head coach of the Western Conference team for the 2015 NBA All-Star Game after Golden State had the best record in the conference.[28] On April 4, the Warriors beat the Dallas Mavericks 123–110 to clinch home court advantage throughout the playoffs and Kerr got his 63rd win of the season to become the highest winning rookie head coach in NBA history, passing Tom Thibodeau[image: External link] and his 62 wins with the Chicago Bulls in the 2010–11 season. In the NBA Coach of the Year[image: External link] voting, Kerr was runner up to Mike Budenholzer[image: External link].

The Warriors ultimately finished with one of the best regular seasons in NBA history, and the greatest in the team's 69-year history. Golden State ended with an overall record of 67–15, becoming the 10th team to win 67 or more games in a single season. It was the first time the Warriors had ever won as many as 60 games in a season; their previous high was 59 in their last championship season of 1974–75. The Warriors also ended with a 39–2 home record, which is tied for the second best home record in NBA history.

The Warriors were first in defensive efficiency for the season and second in offensive efficiency, barely missing the mark that the Julius Erving led Sixers achieved by being first in both offensive and defensive efficiency. They became the first team in NBA history to have two win streaks over 15 at home (18 and 19).

In the opening round of the playoffs against the New Orleans Pelicans, Kerr led the Warriors to their first four-game playoff sweep since the 1975 NBA Finals. Afterwards, the team surpassed the Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link] (4–2, in the second round). Down 2–1 in the series, Kerr made an unconventional adjustment in Game 4 to leave the Grizzlies' Tony Allen[image: External link] open and have his defender, center Andrew Bogut, guard the interior. His strategy was lauded after Allen, Memphis' best wing defender, was benched and limited to 16 minutes after missing wide open shots.[29][30][31] The Warriors then defeated the Houston Rockets (4–1, in the Western Conference Finals[image: External link]) to achieve the NBA Finals[image: External link] for the first time in 40 years.

The Warriors faced the Cleveland Cavaliers in the Finals. Kerr and rival coach David Blatt[image: External link] were both in their first season as NBA head coaches, and this was the first time a pair of rookie head coaches faced each other in the NBA Finals[image: External link] since the NBA's first year of existence, in 1947 with Eddie Gottlieb[image: External link] of the Philadelphia Warriors and Harold Olsen[image: External link] of the Chicago Stags competing.[32] After the Warriors went down 2–1 to Cleveland, Kerr started swingman Andre Iguodala in place of Bogut, jump-starting their stagnant offense for a 103–82 road win that evened the series. It was Iguodala's first start of the season. After the game, Kerr admitted to lying to the press in response to pregame questions about potential changes to his starting lineup.[33] The Warriors went on to win the championship in six games, defeating the Cavaliers 4–2 in the series to give Kerr his sixth championship and first as a head coach.

After the first two days of the defending champion Warriors' training camp, Kerr took an indefinite leave of absence to rehabilitate his back, which had caused problems since the 2015 NBA Finals.[34] Around this time, assistant coach Luke Walton[image: External link] assumed Kerr's coaching duties. Kerr missed all of 2015 and most of January 2016, although technically the NBA credited Walton's win-loss record to Kerr.[35] Kerr said "I think it's ridiculous", when asked about getting all of Walton's wins.[36] On January 22, 2016, Kerr returned to coaching after missing 43 games, but warned he might need to miss games occasionally if there was a recurrence of the headaches and pain related to the spinal fluid leak[image: External link] that sidelined him. The Warriors went 39-4 with interim coach Luke Walton[image: External link].[37] The Warriors went 34-5 after Kerr returned to coaching. Golden State broke the 1995–96 Chicago Bulls[image: External link] 72-10 record by winning 73 games.[38] Kerr became the first person in NBA history to be a part of 70-win teams as a player and head coach.

Kerr was named 2015–16 NBA Coach of the Year[image: External link].[39]

Kerr would lead the Warriors to the 2016 NBA Finals where they would again face the Cleveland Cavaliers. The Warriors lost in 7 games.

On November 20, 2016, The NBA announced that Kerr had been fined $25,000 for public criticism of officiating during a radio interview with KNBR 680 on Thursday the 17th.[40]
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 Career statistics






	Legend



	  GP
	Games played
	  GS 
	Games started
	 MPG 
	Minutes per game



	 FG% 
	Field goal[image: External link] percentage
	 3P% 
	3-point field goal percentage
	 FT% 
	Free throw[image: External link] percentage



	 RPG 
	Rebounds[image: External link] per game
	 APG 
	Assists[image: External link] per game
	 SPG 
	Steals[image: External link] per game



	 BPG 
	Blocks[image: External link] per game
	 PPG 
	Points per game
	 Bold 
	Career high






	†
	Denotes seasons in which Kerr won an NBA championship




	
	NBA record





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 NBA





[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Regular season






	Year
	Team
	GP
	GS
	MPG
	FG%
	3P%
	FT%
	RPG
	APG
	SPG
	BPG
	PPG



	1988–89
	Phoenix[image: External link]
	26
	0
	6.0
	.435
	.471
	.667
	.7
	.9
	.3
	.0
	2.1



	1989–90[image: External link]
	Cleveland[image: External link]
	78
	5
	21.3
	.444
	.507
	.863
	1.3
	3.2
	.6
	.1
	6.7



	1990–91[image: External link]
	Cleveland[image: External link]
	57
	4
	15.9
	.444
	.452
	.849
	.6
	2.3
	.5
	.1
	4.8



	1991–92[image: External link]
	Cleveland[image: External link]
	48
	20
	17.6
	.511
	.432
	.833
	1.6
	2.3
	.6
	.2
	6.6



	1992–93[image: External link]
	Cleveland[image: External link]
	5
	0
	8.2
	.500
	.000
	1.000
	1.4
	2.2
	.4
	.0
	2.4



	1992–93[image: External link]
	Orlando[image: External link]
	47
	0
	9.4
	.429
	.250
	.909
	.8
	1.3
	.2
	.0
	2.6



	1993–94
	Chicago[image: External link]
	82
	0
	24.8
	.497
	.419
	.856
	1.6
	2.6
	.9
	.0
	8.6



	1994–95
	Chicago[image: External link]
	82
	0
	22.4
	.527
	.524
	.778
	1.5
	1.8
	.5
	.0
	8.2



	1995–96[image: External link]†
	Chicago[image: External link]
	82
	0
	23.4
	.506
	.515
	.929
	1.3
	2.3
	.8
	.0
	8.4



	1996–97†
	Chicago[image: External link]
	82
	0
	22.7
	.533
	.464
	.806
	1.6
	2.1
	.8
	.0
	8.1



	1997–98[image: External link]†
	Chicago[image: External link]
	50
	0
	22.4
	.454
	.438
	.918
	1.5
	1.9
	.5
	.1
	7.5



	1998–99[image: External link]†
	San Antonio[image: External link]
	44
	0
	16.7
	.391
	.313
	.886
	1.0
	1.1
	.5
	.1
	4.4



	1999–00[image: External link]
	San Antonio[image: External link]
	32
	0
	8.4
	.432
	.516
	.818
	.6
	.4
	.1
	.0
	2.8



	2000–01[image: External link]
	San Antonio[image: External link]
	55
	1
	11.8
	.421
	.429
	.933
	.6
	1.0
	.3
	.0
	3.3



	2001–02[image: External link]
	Portland[image: External link]
	65
	0
	11.9
	.470
	.394
	.975
	.9
	1.0
	.2
	.0
	4.1



	2002–03†
	San Antonio[image: External link]
	75
	0
	12.7
	.430
	.395
	.882
	.8
	.9
	.4
	.0
	4.0



	Career[16]
	910
	30
	17.8
	.479
	.454
	.864
	1.2
	1.8
	.5
	.1
	6.0
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 Playoffs






	Year
	Team
	GP
	GS
	MPG
	FG%
	3P%
	FT%
	RPG
	APG
	SPG
	BPG
	PPG



	1990[image: External link]
	Cleveland[image: External link]
	5
	0
	14.6
	.286
	.000
	.000
	1.2
	2.0
	.8
	.0
	1.6



	1992[image: External link]
	Cleveland[image: External link]
	12
	3
	12.4
	.439
	.273
	1.000
	.5
	.8
	.4
	.0
	3.7



	1994[image: External link]
	Chicago[image: External link]
	10
	0
	18.6
	.361
	.375
	1.000
	1.4
	1.0
	.7
	.0
	3.5



	1995[image: External link]
	Chicago[image: External link]
	10
	0
	19.3
	.475
	.421
	1.000
	.6
	1.5
	.1
	.0
	5.1



	1996[image: External link]†
	Chicago[image: External link]
	18
	0
	19.8
	.448
	.321
	.871
	1.0
	1.7
	.8
	.0
	6.1



	1997[image: External link]†
	Chicago[image: External link]
	19
	0
	17.9
	.429
	.381
	.929
	.9
	1.1
	.9
	.1
	5.1



	1998[image: External link]†
	Chicago[image: External link]
	21
	0
	19.8
	.434
	.463
	.818
	.8
	1.7
	.3
	.0
	4.9



	1999[image: External link]†
	San Antonio[image: External link]
	11
	0
	8.8
	.267
	.231
	.833
	.8
	.7
	.2
	.0
	2.2



	2001[image: External link]
	San Antonio[image: External link]
	9
	0
	11.2
	.480
	.333
	.500
	1.0
	.7
	.4
	.1
	3.3



	2002[image: External link]
	Portland[image: External link]
	3
	0
	13.0
	.429
	.250
	1.000
	1.3
	1.7
	.3
	.0
	6.3



	2003[image: External link]†
	San Antonio[image: External link]
	10
	0
	4.6
	.636
	.833
	.750
	.3
	.6
	.1
	.0
	2.2



	Career[16]
	128
	3
	15.6
	.426
	.370
	.876
	.9
	1.2
	.5
	.0
	4.3
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 Coaching record






	Legend



	Regular season
	G
	Games coached
	W
	Games won
	L
	Games lost
	W–L %
	Win-loss %



	Post season
	PG
	Playoff games
	PW
	Playoff wins
	PL
	Playoff losses
	PW–L %
	Playoff win-loss %






	Team
	Year
	G
	W
	L
	W–L%
	Finish
	PG
	PW
	PL
	PW–L%
	Result



	Golden State
	2014–15[image: External link]
	82
	67
	15
	.817
	1st in Pacific
	21
	16
	5
	.762
	Won NBA Championship



	Golden State
	2015–16[image: External link]
	82
	73
	9
	.890
	1st in Pacific
	24
	15
	9
	.625
	Lost in NBA Finals



	Career
	
	164
	140
	24
	.854
	
	45
	31
	14
	.689
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 See also





	List of NBA players with most championships[image: External link]
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Joe Lacob





Joseph Steven Lacob[1] (born January 10, 1956) is a partner at Kleiner Perkins Caufield & Byers[image: External link][2] and the majority owner of the Golden State Warriors of the National Basketball Association (NBA).[3]
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 Early life




Lacob grew up in a Jewish[image: External link] family[4] in New Bedford, Massachusetts[image: External link]. His father worked at a paper products company, his mother at a local supermarket. His favorite team in boyhood was the Boston Celtics of the NBA. When he was 14, the company that employed his father was sold. The only worker the new owners retained was his dad. The Lacob family relocated to Anaheim, California[image: External link] and Joe switched his allegiance to the Los Angeles Lakers and the Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim.[5][6]

Lacob earned a bachelor's degree in biological sciences from the University of California, Irvine[image: External link] (UCI), a master's in public health (epidemiology) from University of California, Los Angeles[image: External link] (UCLA) and an MBA from the Stanford Graduate School of Business[image: External link].[7] "I was a very poor kid," Lacob recalled. "Had nothing. I paid every dime of my education through college. Every single dime. I was the first person to graduate from college in the history of my family. Ever. I came from nothing."[5]
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 Professional career




Lacob has been a partner at Kleiner Perkins[image: External link], a Venture capital investing firm[image: External link], since 1987.[5] His investments have centered around firms involved in life sciences, medical technology, Internet and energy, and such enterprises as AutoTrader.com[image: External link], Invisalign[image: External link] and NuVasive[image: External link].[5] Before he joined Kleiner Perkins, Lacob held executive positions with Cetus Corporation[image: External link] (now Chiron), FHP International (a health maintenance organization) and the management-consulting firm of Booz, Allen & Hamilton[image: External link].[8] In interviews, he has credited his epidemiology degree for giving him a background in statistics that has fed the statistical side of his longstanding sports interest.[9]

He was a primary investor in the American Basketball League[image: External link], a professional women's basketball league that eventually folded from failure to compete successfully with its rival, the Women's National Basketball Association (WNBA).[5] In January 2006 he became part-owner of the Celtics, where he became a co-investor with H. Irving Grousbeck[image: External link], an entrepreneur and a professor at the Stanford Graduate School of Business[image: External link].[10] On July 15, 2010, Lacob and the group of investors he headed agreed to buy the Golden State Warriors of the NBA from Chris Cohan for $450 million, requiring him to sell his minority interest in the Celtics.[11] The Lacob - Peter Guber group won out over a dozen other bidders for the Warriors, including Oracle[image: External link] chief executive officer Larry Ellison[image: External link], 24-Hour Fitness[image: External link] founder Mark Mastrov[image: External link] and Texas billionaire financier David Bonderman[image: External link].[12] He had been a Warriors' season-ticket-holder for about a decade.[5] He already had extensive experience operating an NBA team as part-owner of the Boston Celtics, and also points to his friendships with two major league baseball team general managers, Billy Beane[image: External link] of the Oakland Athletics and Jeff Moorad[image: External link] of the San Diego Padres[image: External link], who have both proven that winning records are not solely related to the size of the team payroll.[13] Lacob approved the acquisitions of David Lee and undrafted rookie guard Jeremy Lin, a hometown favorite. He also fired coach Don Nelson and replaced him with assistant coach Keith Smart. The sale was unanimously approved by the NBA league's board of governors on November 12, 2010. Lacob and Peter Guber are the chief owners, but Lacob is in charge of day-to-day operations.[12][14]

Before the 2014-15 NBA season Lacob fired coach Mark Jackson who had just led the Warriors to the playoffs in consecutive seasons. Lacob explained the decision at a conference of fellow venture capitalists: "Part of it was, he couldn't get along with anybody else in the organization. And, look, he did a great job -- and I'll always compliment him in many respects -- but you can't have 200 other people in the organization not like you." [15]

Lacob generated some controversy by calling his team "light years" ahead of everybody else in the NBA during the 2015-2016 season. They would later lose in the NBA finals.[16] In the upcoming off-season, however, Joe Lacob's Golden State Warriors would pick up Kevin Durant.
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 Personal life




Lacob has two sons, Kirk[17] and Kent.[18]
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Peter Guber





Howard Peter Guber (born March 1, 1942)[1] is an executive[image: External link], entrepreneur, educator, and author. He is Chairman and CEO of Mandalay Entertainment. Guber's most recent films from Mandalay Entertainment include The Kids Are All Right[image: External link], Soul Surfer[image: External link], and Bernie[image: External link]. He has also produced Batman[image: External link], The Witches of Eastwick[image: External link], and Flashdance[image: External link]. Guber's films have earned over $3 billion worldwide and 50 Academy Award[image: External link] nominations.[2]

Guber is also a co-owner of three professional sports teams: the Golden State Warriors of the National Basketball Association (NBA) the Los Angeles Dodgers[image: External link] of Major League Baseball, the Major League Soccer team Los Angeles FC[image: External link], and the professional eSports organization Team Liquid[image: External link].

Guber is Chairman of Dick Clark Productions[image: External link], which produces the American Music Awards, Golden Globe Awards, and other programs. He is Chairman of NASDAQ’s Mandalay Digital Media and Mandalay Sports Media. He is a professor at the UCLA[image: External link] School of Theater Film and Television and the UCLA Anderson School of Management[image: External link] and an Entertainment and Media Analyst for Fox Business News.

Peter Guber’s most recent business book, Tell to Win – Connect, Persuade, and Triumph with the Hidden Power of Story, became a #1 New York Times bestseller.

Guber is also noted for other books which include Inside The Deep and Shootout: Surviving Fame and (Mis)Fortune in Hollywood, which became a television series on AMC called Shootout[image: External link], which he hosted from 2003 to 2008 with Peter Bart[image: External link], editor of Variety. Guber wrote the cover article for the Harvard Business Review, “The Four Truths of the Storyteller[image: External link].”
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 Early life




Peter Guber was born in Boston, Massachusetts[image: External link]. His parents, Sam Guber and Ruth Anshen, of Jewish descent, married in 1929. Sam Guber owned a junk business in Somerville, Massachusetts[image: External link]. As a child, Guber was noted as a “very smart, wired kid” by a childhood acquaintance. He attended John Ward Elementary School and Newton North High School.[3]:p. 61–62) Guber’s childhood included a love of the Boston Red Sox and Fenway Park, which foreshadowed his later participation in the group that purchased the Los Angeles Dodgers.[4]

Following high school graduation, Guber enrolled in the pre-law curriculum at Syracuse University[image: External link]. He played intramural[image: External link] football and pledged the Zeta Beta Tau[image: External link] fraternity.[3]:p.62–63 Guber spent his junior year abroad at Syracuse's Florence, Italy[image: External link] campus. At Syracuse he met his future wife, Lynda Gellis.[3]:p.64

Guber enrolled at New York University[image: External link], where he earned his J.D. and LL.M. law degrees, studying for his MBA[image: External link] at night.[3]:p.64 As he neared graduation in 1968, Guber accepted a position with Columbia Pictures[image: External link], which was keen to recruit him, as a management trainee.[3]:p.64–65
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 Career
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 Columbia Pictures




Guber joined Columbia Pictures in 1968. At Columbia, Guber, an early proponent of computerization and entertainment technologies, began computerizing files on working actors and made available tape-recorded summaries of scripts for other executives to listen to while driving to work.[3]:p.68–69 A year after arriving at Columbia, Guber, having witnessed a demonstration of an early video cassette[image: External link] machine, published "The New Ballgame/The Cartridge Revolution," a "prescient" analysis of the changes to be wrought by home video technology, in the journal Cinema.[3]:p.69–70

Guber was transferred to the business affairs division.[3]:p.71 Guber paid to fly himself to Columbia's New York City office and successfully argued for his promotion to vice-president of creative affairs.[3]:p.71–72 Shortly thereafter Guber was named head of American production.[3]:p.73 In August 1973 he was promoted to vice-president of worldwide production. Steven Spielberg[image: External link] noted that he “used to go to (Guber’s) office at Columbia when (he) was just starting. (Guber) had an enormous chart on (his) wall with what every director in the world was planning that listed their pictures in development and planned for production.” It made a lasting impression on Spielberg.[5]

During his time at Columbia the studio released, among other films, Shampoo[image: External link], Taxi Driver[image: External link], Tommy[image: External link], The Way We Were[image: External link] and Close Encounters of the Third Kind[image: External link]. Upon leaving Columbia in 1975, Guber was given a three-year production deal with the studio.
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 Independent producer




Guber launched his career as an independent film producer with The Deep[image: External link] (1977), which became the second highest-grossing film of the year.[3]:p.86 Guber also bought the rights and served as executive producer for Midnight Express[image: External link] (1978). Produced by Alan Marshall[image: External link] and David Puttnam[image: External link], the film earned seven Academy Award nominations including Best Picture. The National Association of Theater Owners[image: External link] named Guber Producer of the Year.
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 Casablanca Record and Filmworks




In 1976 Guber merged his company Filmworks with Casablanca Records[image: External link], headed by Neil Bogart[image: External link], to form Casablanca Record and Filmworks, Inc. Guber became chairman while Bogart remained President of the combined company. Their record operation included Kiss[image: External link], Donna Summer[image: External link], Captain and Tennille[image: External link], The Village People[image: External link], and George Clinton[image: External link]'s Parliament-Funkadelic[image: External link]. It also released soundtracks such as Midnight Express[image: External link], Endless Love[image: External link], and Flashdance[image: External link]. During this period, Guber also produced several television shows and series, including Television and the Presidency (1984) with Theodore H. White[image: External link], the 1985 documentary series Oceanquest for NBC, and the 1980 special Mysteries of the Sea for ABC.
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 PolyGram Filmed Entertainment and the Guber-Peters Company




In 1979, Guber formed PolyGram[image: External link]'s motion picture and television division where he was Chairman of the Board[image: External link] and CEO. He sold his interest in PolyGram in 1983 and formed and served as co-owner of the Guber-Peters Company (GPC) along with producer Jon Peters[image: External link].

Films on which Guber served as producer or executive producer have earned more than $3 billion in worldwide revenue and more than 50 Academy Award[image: External link] nominations, including four Best Picture nominations. Guber's producing credits include Rain Man[image: External link], Batman[image: External link], Gorillas in the Mist[image: External link], The Color Purple[image: External link], Innerspace[image: External link], The Witches of Eastwick[image: External link], Flashdance[image: External link], Missing[image: External link], Tango & Cash[image: External link] and An American Werewolf in London[image: External link].

This period of Guber’s career was marked by sharp deal making which was often successful. With The Witches of Eastwick Guber was accused by producer Rob Cohen[image: External link], who had originally approached Guber with the book, of having "bought the book out from under me" after negotiations had begun.[3]:p.136–7But Guber’s deal with Cohen allowed him to buy out the producer, and Cohen was advised that if he sued, he would lose.[3]:p.134
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 Sony Pictures




In 1988, GPC became a public company when they merged with game show production company Barris Industries[image: External link] and on September 7, 1989, Barris Industries was renamed Guber-Peters Entertainment Company.[6] On September 29, 1989, GPEC was acquired by Sony Corporation[image: External link] and Guber became chairman of the board and CEO of Columbia Pictures Entertainment (now Sony Pictures Entertainment[image: External link]). The sale was completed on November 9, 1989 a day after Sony acquired Columbia Pictures Entertainment[image: External link]. During Guber's tenure at SPE, the company produced and distributed many prime time, half-hour comedy television series, with shows including Married... with Children[image: External link], Designing Women[image: External link], and Seinfeld[image: External link] (all launched prior to Guber's arrival), and Mad About You[image: External link] and The Nanny[image: External link].

During Guber's tenure as chairman and CEO, SPE's Motion Picture Group achieved, over four years, an industry-best domestic box office market share, which averaged seventeen percent. During the same period, Sony Pictures led all competitors with 120 Academy Award nominations, the highest four-year total ever for a single company.[7] Some of SPE's motion picture credits at this time include Awakenings[image: External link], Misery[image: External link], Flatliners[image: External link], Terminator 2[image: External link], Boyz n the Hood[image: External link], City Slickers[image: External link], Basic Instinct[image: External link], A League of Their Own[image: External link], Single White Female[image: External link], A River Runs Through It[image: External link], A Few Good Men[image: External link], Sleepless in Seattle[image: External link], In the Line of Fire[image: External link], Groundhog Day[image: External link] and Philadelphia[image: External link].
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 Mandalay Entertainment




In 1995, Guber, as part of his severance agreement from Sony, formed Mandalay Entertainment as a joint venture with his former employer. The multimedia entertainment company has interests in motion pictures, television, sports entertainment and digital media.[8]
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 Mandalay Pictures




Mandalay Pictures, a division of Mandalay Entertainment Group, produces motion pictures for the global marketplace. Mandalay’s primary distributor relationship is through a first look deal with Universal Pictures.



	Title
	Release Date
	Actors
	Director



	When the Game Stands Tall
	2014
	Jim Caviezel, Alexander Ludwig, Michael Chiklis
	Thomas Carter



	Wild Things
	1998
	Kevin Bacon, Matt Dillon, Neve Campbell
	John McNaughton



	Les Misérables
	1998
	Liam Neeson, Geoffrey Rush, Uma Thurman
	Bille August



	I Know What You Did Last Summer
	1997
	Jennifer Love Hewitt, Sarah Michelle Gellar, Anne Heche
	Jim Gillespie



	Donnie Brasco
	1997
	Al Pacino, Johnny Depp, Michael Madsen
	Mike Newell



	Seven Years in Tibet
	1997
	Brad Pitt, David Thewlis, BD Wong
	Jean-Jacques Annaud
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 Mandalay Vision




Mandalay Vision is Mandalay Entertainment Group's independent development, production and financing label. Mandalay Vision's first release, The Kids Are All Right[image: External link] (2010), directed by Lisa Cholodenko and starring Julianne Moore[image: External link], Annette Bening[image: External link] and Mark Ruffalo[image: External link], won the Golden Globe for Best Motion Picture - Musical or Comedy, and was nominated for four Academy Awards, including Best Picture.

Mandalay Vision produced Bernie[image: External link] (2011), directed by Richard Linklater[image: External link] and starring Jack Black[image: External link], Matthew McConaughey[image: External link] and Shirley MacLaine[image: External link].[9] Bernie debuted at #1 on general release in April 2012 with the best per-theater average for a limited release. Jack Black received a Golden Globe nomination, and the film gained two Spirit Award nominations as well as a Best Picture nomination at the 2012 Gotham Awards.[10][11]



	Title
	Released
	Actors
	Director



	Drawn of the Dead
	2016
	Taran Killam, Jamie Kennedy, Mae Whitman
	Kevin Finn



	The Voices
	2015
	Anna Kendrick, Gemma Arterton, Ryan Reynolds
	Marjane Satrapi



	Horns
	2013
	Juno Temple, Daniel Radcliffe, Heather Graham
	Alexandre Aja



	Bernie
	2011
	Jack Black, Shirley MacLaine, Matthew McConaughey
	Richard Linklater



	Salvation Boulevard
	2011
	Pierce Brosnan, Jennifer Connelly, Greg Kinnear
	George Ratliff



	Another Happy Day
	2011
	Ellen Barkin, Ellen Burstyn, Kate Bosworth
	Sam Levinson



	Vanishing on 7th Street
	2010
	Hayden Christensen, Thandie Newton, John Leguizamo
	Brad Anderson



	The Whistleblower
	2011
	Rachel Weisz, Vanessa Redgrave, David Strathairn
	Larysa Kondracki



	Soul Surfer
	2010
	AnnaSophia Robb, Dennis Quaid, Helen Hunt
	Sean McNamara



	The Kids Are All Right
	2010
	Annette Bening, Julianne Moore, Mark Ruffalo
	Lisa Cholodenko
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 Mandalay Series Television




Mandalay Television Pictures produces television movies-of-the-week and mini-series.[12]



	Title
	Released
	Produced For



	Dean Koontz’s Intensity
	2003
	Fox



	Get to the Heart (The Barbara Mandrell Story)
	1997
	CBS



	Final Descent
	1997
	CBS



	Medusa’s Child
	1997
	ABC



	Bad As I Wanna Be
	1998
	ABC



	Ali, King of the World
	2000
	ABC



	Sole Survivor
	2011
	Fox



	First Daughter
	2004
	Turner



	The Linda McCartney Story
	2000
	CBS




Mandalay Television's Blood Crime, starring James Caan and Jonathan Schaech, was USA network's highest rated (Crime Friday) movie for 2002.

From best-selling author Nora Roberts, Peter Guber adapted a number of books into Lifetime movies.[13] More than 34 million viewers turned in to the first collection of four movies: Angels Fall, Blue Smoke, Carolina Moon and Montana Sky.[14]

Following the initial Nora Roberts' adaptations, Mandalay Television produced the Nora Roberts II Collection, with four more all-new original movies: Northern Lights, Midnight Bayou, High Noon and Tribute. The second collection was seen by over 49 million viewers, and Northern Lights was one of the top rated cable movies in 2009.[15] Mandalay Television completed the ninth installment in the franchise, Carnal Innocence, starring Gabrielle Anwar, which premiered on Lifetime in June 2011.[16]
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 Mandalay Sports Entertainment




Peter Guber serves as Chairman of the Board of Directors and is the Managing Partner of Mandalay Baseball LLC, which is a joint venture with ownership of the Los Angeles Dodgers that recently acquired the Triple-A affiliated Minor League Baseball franchise in Oklahoma City, and commencing with the 2015 baseball season, will become the Triple-A affiliate of the Dodgers.[17]

He also continues to serve as the Chairman of the Board of Directors for Mandalay Baseball Properties, which has owned, operated and is currently divesting a national array of affiliated Minor League Baseball franchises and venues. Among the professional sports franchises that have been recently divested by Mandalay Baseball Properties are the Dayton Dragons, a Single-A affiliate of the Cincinnati Reds which broke the all-time North American professional sports record for consecutive sell outs in 2011 with 815 games encompassing 12 seasons, and in August 2014 was sold for the highest price ever paid for a Minor League Baseball franchise.[18]

Mandalay Baseball Properties continues to own and operate the Erie SeaWolves, a Double-A affiliate of the Detroit Tigers.
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 Mandalay Sports Media




In 2012, Guber and Mandalay Entertainment partnered with CAA Sports and Mike Tollin to create Mandalay Sports Media.[19] The sports media business creates, finances, and acquires operating businesses, intellectual property, and varied enterprises within the sports and media sectors, as well as develops sports-themed entertainment programming for distribution across film, television, mobile and digital.[20]

In October 2014, Mandalay Sports Media invested in and became the largest shareholder in OYO Sports, a “fan engagement” company that produces buildable mini-replicas of athletes from major professional sports leagues including the MLB, NFL, NHL and MLS, as well as some universities.[21]
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 Dick Clark Productions




In September, 2012, Peter Guber and Mandalay Entertainment joined a partnership which purchased Dick Clark Productions from Red Zone Capital Management.[22]

Their productions include specials like The Golden Globes, The American Music Awards, The Academy of Country Music Awards,New Year's Rockin' Eve, and reality show So You Think You Can Dance.[23]
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 Golden State Warriors




Peter Guber serves as the Co-Executive Chairman of the Golden State Warriors. As co-managing partner, he joined Joe Lacob as the driving forces behind the current ownership group’s NBA record-setting bid to purchase the Warriors in 2010.[24] In 2015, The Warriors won the NBA Championship.[25]

Consultant Marc Ganis said of the purchase, “This could be one of the most valuable teams in the NBA.”[26] The Golden State Warriors won the 2014 Sports Business Journal Award for Team of the Year, saying the team “continued a sharp trajectory in 2013 under owners Joe Lacob and Peter Guber that produced strong, extensive on- and off-court gains,”[27]

Guber and Lacob agreed to buy 12 acres of land in San Francisco's Mission Bay neighborhood to build a privately financed new arena. The move would mark the Warrior’s return to a home arena in San Francisco (from Oakland) for the first time in more than four decades. Opening is targeted for the 2018-2019 season.[28]

Lacob said of Guber: "He cares more than any owner about the team, the image of the team and what the fans think."[29]
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 Los Angeles Dodgers




On March 27, 2012, Guber became an owner of the Los Angeles Dodgers[image: External link] as a Partner in Guggenheim Baseball Entertainment.[30] The Los Angeles Dodgers clinched the 2013 National League West Division Championship and played postseason baseball for the first time since 2009.[31]

Guber was persuaded to join the group purchasing the Dodgers by Magic Johnson. “Magic called and he said, ‘Come on, we’ve been so lucky together, we’ve been so good together, let’s do it, let’s do it, let’s do it,’ ” said Guber. So after meeting with Johnson, and others in the prospective ownership group, Guber decided to join the team that would make the $2.15 billion winning offer, which more than doubled the previous record price for a North American sports franchise.”[32]

Howard Nuchow, co-head of CAA Sports, described Guber’s contributions as attached to the entire baseball experience, "It's the notion Peter has that you have to entertain fans from the time they receive tickets in the mail until they drive home."[29]
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 Los Angeles Football Club




In October 2014, Peter Guber became the owner and executive chairman of Major League Soccer's Los Angeles Football Club[image: External link] (LAFC).[33] The ownership group includes entrepreneur Henry Nguyen, sports veteran Tom Penn, Earvin "Magic" Johnson, Mia Hamm Garciaparra and Tony Robbins, among others. The new club is scheduled to debut in 2018 in a new soccer stadium in the greater Los Angeles area built specifically for the team.[34]
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 Author




Guber's most recent book, Tell To Win - Connect, Persuade, and Triumph with the Hidden Power of Story, became a #1 bestseller in The New York Times, USA Today[image: External link], The Wall Street Journal[image: External link]. Fortune[image: External link] magazine chose Tell To Win as one of their "5 Business Books You Can Really Use." [35] "Peter Guber’s other books include Inside The Deep and The Los Angeles Times[image: External link] best-seller Shootout: Surviving Fame and (Mis)Fortune in Hollywood. Guber authored a cover piece for the Harvard Business Review[image: External link],[36] and op-ed pieces for The New York Times.[37]
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 Professor




Peter Guber is a professor at the UCLA School of Theater, Film, Television and Digital Media and has been a member of the faculty for over 30 years. He also teaches at UCLA's Anderson School of Management.[38]

He is a member of the UCLA Foundation Board of Trustees, as well as the winner of UCLA's Service Award for his accomplishments and association with the university. Guber is the Chair of the Founding Board of Advisors for the Center for Managing Enterprises in Media, Entertainment & Sports (MEMES) at the UCLA Anderson School of Management.[39] [40]

Of his course, Guber said, “"I wanted students to recognize the power of narrative," he said. "Storytelling is not frivolous entertainment. It's an inspirational and professional tool that can bring life into focus." [41]
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 Speaker




In 2012, Guber was named one of the “Twelve Great Speakers of the Year” by Successful Meetings magazine.[42] Guber’s national and global speaking events include Cisco, JWT, Under Armour, Alcoa, HSBC, Twitter, Sodexo, Milken Institute, Intel, Korn Ferry, Women's Wear Daily CEO Summit, Wharton Leadership Conference, GAP, Inc, John Hancock Life Insurance, Experian Marketing, Del Monte Foods, Cox Media Group, Comcast.[43]
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 League of Legends Team Ownership




In 2016, Bruce Stein, along with Guber and his group aXiomatic, purchased Team Liquid, a professional American League of Legends team.[44] [45]
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 Films produced





	
The Deep[image: External link] (1977): producer

	
Midnight Express[image: External link] (1978): executive producer

	
An American Werewolf in London[image: External link] (1981): executive producer

	
Missing[image: External link] (1982): executive producer

	
Six Weeks[image: External link] (1982): producer

	
Flashdance[image: External link] (1983): executive producer

	
D.C. Cab[image: External link] (1983): executive producer

	
Vision Quest[image: External link] (1985): producer

	
The Legend of Billie Jean[image: External link] (1985): executive producer

	
Clue[image: External link] (1985): executive producer

	
The Color Purple[image: External link] (1985): executive producer

	
Head Office[image: External link] (1985): executive producer

	
The Clan of the Cave Bear[image: External link] (1986): executive producer

	
Youngblood[image: External link] (1986): executive producer

	
The Witches of Eastwick[image: External link] (1987): producer

	
Innerspace[image: External link] (1987): executive producer

	
Who's That Girl[image: External link] (1987): executive producer

	
Caddyshack II[image: External link] (1988): producer

	
Gorillas in the Mist[image: External link] (1988): executive producer

	
Missing Link[image: External link] (1988): executive producer

	
Rain Man[image: External link] (1988) : executive producer

	
Batman[image: External link] (1989): producer

	
Tango & Cash[image: External link] (1989): producer

	
The Bonfire of the Vanities[image: External link] (1990): executive producer

	
Batman Returns[image: External link] (1992): executive producer

	
This Boy's Life[image: External link] (1993): executive producer

	
With Honors[image: External link] (1994): executive producer

	
Sleepy Hollow[image: External link] (1999): producer

	
The Score[image: External link] (2001): producer

	
Enemy at the Gates[image: External link] (2001): producer

	
Serving Sara[image: External link] (2002): producer

	
Alex and Emma[image: External link] (2003): executive producer

	
Beyond Borders[image: External link] (2003): producer

	
Into the Blue[image: External link] (2005): executive producer

	
The Jacket[image: External link] (2005): producer

	
A Thousand Roads (2005): executive producer

	
Montana Sky[image: External link] (made for television, 2007): executive producer

	
Carolina Moon[image: External link] (made for television, 2007): executive producer

	
Blue Smoke[image: External link] (made for television, 2007): executive producer

	
Angels Fall (made for television, 2007): executive producer

	
Tribute (made for television, 2009): executive producer

	
High Noon[image: External link] (made for television, 2009): executive producer

	
Midnight Bayou[image: External link] (made for television, 2009): executive producer

	
Northern Lights[image: External link] (made for television, 2009): executive producer
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 Books




Guber is the author of three books; his 2011 book, Tell to Win, reached number 1 on the New York Times Hardcover Advice & Miscellaneous Best Sellers list.[46]


	Peter Guber (1977). Inside The Deep[image: External link]. Bantam. ISBN  978-0-553-11136-1[image: External link].

	Peter Guber and Peter Bart[image: External link] (2003). Shoot Out. Perigee Trade. ISBN  978-0-399-52888-0[image: External link].

	Peter Guber (2011). Tell to Win: Connect, Persuade and Triumph With the Hidden Power of Story. Crown Business. ISBN  9780307587954[image: External link].
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Santa Cruz Warriors





The Santa Cruz Warriors are an American professional basketball[image: External link] team in the NBA Development League, based in Santa Cruz, California[image: External link]. The team's one-to-one NBA[image: External link] affiliate is the Golden State Warriors, and they play their homes games at the Kaiser Permanente Arena[image: External link]. Prior to the move to Santa Cruz for the 2012–13 season, the team was known as the Dakota Wizards[image: External link]. In 2014–15, the Warriors won their first D-League championship since 2007.
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 Dakota Wizards




See: Dakota Wizards § History[image: External link]


The Wizards began play in 1995 in the International Basketball Association[image: External link] (IBA), and in 2001, with Dave Joerger[image: External link] at the helm, they won the IBA championship in the league's final year of operation.[1]

Following the 2000–01 season, the IBA merged with several teams from the Continental Basketball Association[image: External link] (CBA), and in their first year in the new CBA, Joerger and the Wizards won the league title, defeating the Rockford Lightning[image: External link]. After making it to the semifinals in the 2002–03 season, the Wizards again won the league title in 2004 over the Idaho Stampede, giving Joerger his third title as the Wizards' head coach.[1]

Joerger left the Wizards following the 2003–04 season, and after his departure, the Wizards made it to the semifinals in 2004–05 then missed the playoffs the following season.[1]

Prior to the 2006–07 season, the Wizards joined the NBA Development League, and Joerger returned to Dakota as head coach. He won his fourth title with the Wizards in their first year in the D-League. In the Championship Game, forward Darius Rice[image: External link] came off the Wizards bench to put together a record-setting night that led the Wizards to a 129–121 overtime victory over the Colorado 14ers. Rice scored 52 points and made 11 three-pointers, including one with 4.5 seconds left in regulation to send the game into overtime tied at 109. Rice's points and three-point field goal totals set D-League championship game records.[1]

Between 2007–08 and 2009–10, the Wizards made the playoffs every season but were unable to return to the Finals. This was followed by a 2010–11 season that saw the Wizards miss postseason action for the first time since 2006.

On June 28, 2011, the Golden State Warriors, led by Co-Executive Chairmen Joe Lacob and Peter Guber, purchased the Wizards franchise from Bismarck Professional Basketball LLC. The Warriors became the fourth NBA team to own and operate their own NBA D-League affiliate, joining San Antonio, Oklahoma City and the Los Angeles Lakers.[2][3]

The Wizards remained in Bismarck during the 2011–12 season, but the Warriors were open relocating the team to Northern California in 2012. To reflect the new ownership, the Wizards debuted with a new color scheme, the Warriors' blue and gold, used as an alternative to the purple and green, which dates back to their IBA days. The old color scheme was still used with the team's road uniforms, while the blue and gold was used with the home uniforms and the logo. The Wizards were led by Edwin Ubiles[image: External link] in 2011–12, as he helped the team return to the playoffs with a 29–21 record. However, they were unable to move on past the first round following a 2–0 defeat at the hands of the Bakersfield Jam[image: External link].
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 Santa Cruz Warriors




Following intense off-season discussions regarding a move, on October 10, 2012, the Golden State Warriors announced that the Dakota Wizards would relocate to Santa Cruz beginning with the 2012–13 season. The team was subsequently renamed the Santa Cruz Warriors.[4][5]

In the 2012 NBA Development League Draft[image: External link], the Warriors selected Travis Leslie[image: External link] with their first pick (13th overall), as Leslie became a star for the team during the 2012–13 season. On December 23, 2012, the Warriors played their first home game at the Kaiser Permanente Arena[image: External link] after beginning their campaign with seven-straight road games.[6] With Leslie leading the way alongside teammates Jeremy Tyler[image: External link] and Maurice Baker[image: External link], the Warriors made it through to the D-League Finals in their first season. However, they were defeated 2–0 by the Rio Grande Valley Vipers[image: External link] in the best-of-three series.[7] Highlights from the team include Golden State assignees Kent Bazemore[image: External link] and Scott Machado[image: External link], former NBA player Hilton Armstrong[image: External link], Most Improved Player[image: External link] recipient Cameron Jones[image: External link], and Stefhon Hannah[image: External link], who won Defensive Player of the Year[image: External link] for the second year in a row.[8]

Santa Cruz embraced the team during their first season in the city, as the Warriors placed first in the NBA Development League for overall revenue. The team sold $1.2 million in tickets. The average ticket revenue per game, at $52,651, was the highest in the 16-team league. But while the Warriors' ticket prices were the highest in the league – from $15 for bleachers to $140 for courtside seats – popularity was also key to the financial success. The team had the highest average number of individual tickets sold per game at 709, approximately 130 tickets more than its nearest competitor, the Maine Red Claws[image: External link].[9]

In 2013–14, the Warriors again finished second in the Western Conference – behind the Los Angeles D-Fenders – and despite only the sixth best record in the D-League standings, the Warriors again reached the Finals.[10] However, they were once again outclassed in the best-of-three Finals series, this time losing 2–0 to the Fort Wayne Mad Ants[image: External link].[11] Highlights from the team include the Santa Cruz Warriors' D-League Splash Brothers, with Seth Curry[image: External link] and Mychel Thompson[image: External link] emulating their respective brothers playing for Golden State, Stephen Curry and Klay Thompson.[12]

In 2014–15, the Warriors finished with a 35–15 record, good for the best record in the Western Conference. They once again made it through to the Finals where they sought out revenge against the Fort Wayne Mad Ants. In a clinical display over two games, the Warriors swept the Mad Ants to claim their first D-League championship since 2007, with Finals MVP Elliot Williams[image: External link] leading the way with a game-high 23 points in Game 2.[13]
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 Season by season






	Season
	League
	Division/

Conference
	Finish
	Wins
	Losses
	Pct.
	Postseason Results



	Dakota Wizards



	1995–96
	IBA[image: External link]
	
	5th
	7
	17
	.292
	



	1996–97
	IBA
	
	2nd
	17
	13
	.567
	Won Semifinals (Magic City[image: External link]) 2–1

Lost IBA Finals (Black Hills[image: External link]) 2–1



	1997–98
	IBA
	West
	3rd
	14
	20
	.412
	



	1998–99
	IBA
	West
	5th
	12
	22
	.353
	



	1999–2000
	IBA
	West
	1st
	30
	6
	.833
	Won Division Semifinals ( Winnipeg[image: External link]) 2–0

Lost Division Finals (Magic City[image: External link]) 3–1



	2000–01
	IBA
	West
	1st
	30
	10
	.750
	Won Division Semifinals (Magic City[image: External link]) 2–0

Won Division Finals ( Saskatchewan[image: External link]) 2–0

Won IBA Finals (Des Moines[image: External link]) 3–2



	2001–02
	CBA[image: External link]
	National
	1st
	26
	14
	.650
	Won Semifinals ( Fargo-Moorhead[image: External link]) 3–0

Won CBA Finals ( Rockford[image: External link]) 116–109



	2002–03
	CBA
	National
	1st
	31
	17
	.646
	Lost Semifinals ( Yakima[image: External link]) 3–1



	2003–04
	CBA
	
	1st
	34
	14
	.708
	Won Semifinals ( Rockford[image: External link]) 3–1

Won CBA Finals (Idaho) 132–129



	2004–05
	CBA
	Western
	1st
	32
	16
	.667
	Lost Semifinals (Sioux Falls[image: External link]) 3–1



	2005–06
	CBA
	Western
	4th
	19
	29
	.396
	



	2006–07
	D-League
	Eastern
	1st
	33
	17
	.660
	Won Division Finals (Sioux Falls[image: External link]) 115–113

Won D-League Finals ( Colorado[image: External link]) 129–121 (OT)



	2007–08
	D-League
	Central
	1st
	29
	21
	.580
	Lost First Round (Sioux Falls[image: External link]) 101–89



	2008–09
	D-League
	Central
	2nd
	27
	23
	.540
	Won First Round ( Iowa[image: External link]) 114–109

Lost Semifinals ( Utah[image: External link]) 103–93



	2009–10
	D-League
	Eastern
	3rd
	29
	21
	.580
	Lost First Round ( Austin[image: External link]) 2–1



	2010–11
	D-League
	Eastern
	4th
	19
	31
	.380
	



	2011–12
	D-League
	Eastern
	2nd
	29
	21
	.580
	Lost First Round ( Bakersfield[image: External link]) 2–0



	Santa Cruz Warriors



	2012–13
	D-League
	Western
	2nd
	32
	18
	.640
	Won First Round (Fort Wayne[image: External link]) 2–0

Won Semifinals ( Austin[image: External link]) 2–0

Lost D-League Finals (Rio Grande Valley[image: External link]) 2–0



	2013–14
	D-League
	Western
	6th
	29
	21
	.580
	Won First Round (Los Angeles) 2–0

Won Semifinals (Rio Grande Valley[image: External link]) 2–1

Lost D-League Finals (Fort Wayne[image: External link]) 2–0



	2014–15
	D-League
	Western
	1st
	35
	15
	.700
	Won First Round (Oklahoma City[image: External link]) 2–0

Won Semifinals ( Austin[image: External link]) 2–1

Won D-League Finals (Fort Wayne[image: External link]) 2–0



	2015–16
	D-League
	Western
	5th
	19
	31
	.380
	



	IBA regular season
	110
	88
	.556
	1995–2001



	CBA regular season
	142
	90
	.612
	2001–2006



	D-League regular season
	281
	219
	.562
	2006–2016



	Regular season total
	533
	397
	.573
	1995–2016



	Playoffs total
	41
	27
	.603
	1995–2016
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 Current roster






	

Santa Cruz Warriors roster


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]











	Players
	Coaches



	


	Pos.
	No.
	Name
	Height
	Weight
	DOB (YYYY-MM-DD)
	From



	G
	2
	Brown, Jabari[image: External link]
	6 ft 4 in (1.93 m)
	202 lb (92 kg)
	1992–12–18
	Missouri[image: External link]



	C[image: External link]
	42
	Clifford, Dennis (I)
	7 ft 1 in (2.16 m)
	260 lb (118 kg)
	1992–02–29
	Boston College[image: External link]



	F
	23
	Cook, Elgin[image: External link]
	6 ft 5 in (1.96 m)
	210 lb (95 kg)
	1993–01–15
	Oregon[image: External link]



	G/F
	11
	Drisdom, Terrence
	6 ft 5 in (1.96 m)
	185 lb (84 kg)
	1992–07–30
	Cal Poly Pomona[image: External link]



	F
	7
	Early, Cleanthony[image: External link]
	6 ft 8 in (2.03 m)
	210 lb (95 kg)
	1991–04–17
	Wichita State[image: External link]



	G
	3
	Hamilton, Alex[image: External link]
	6 ft 4 in (1.93 m)
	195 lb (88 kg)
	1993–10–05
	Louisiana Tech[image: External link]



	F
	13
	Henton, LaDontae[image: External link]
	6 ft 6 in (1.98 m)
	215 lb (98 kg)
	1992–01–06
	Providence[image: External link]



	C[image: External link]
	5
	Jones, Damian (NBA)
	7 ft 0 in (2.13 m)
	245 lb (111 kg)
	1995–06–30
	Vanderbilt



	C[image: External link]
	21
	Obekpa, Chris[image: External link] (I)
	6 ft 9 in (2.06 m)
	230 lb (104 kg)
	1993–11–14
	St. John's[image: External link]



	G
	26
	Pressey, Phil[image: External link]
	5 ft 11 in (1.80 m)
	177 lb (80 kg)
	1991–02–17
	Missouri[image: External link]



	F
	1
	Southerland, James[image: External link]
	6 ft 8 in (2.03 m)
	221 lb (100 kg)
	1990–04–28
	Syracuse[image: External link]



	G/F
	15
	Thompson, Mychel[image: External link]
	6 ft 7 in (2.01 m)
	215 lb (98 kg)
	1988–06–01
	Pepperdine[image: External link]



	G/F
	14
	Wood, Scott[image: External link]
	6 ft 5 in (1.96 m)
	175 lb (79 kg)
	1990–06–21
	North Carolina State[image: External link]





	

	Head coach




	Casey Hill




	Assistant coach(es)




	Ross McMains

	Kelly Peters






	Legend





	
(C) Team captain

	
(DP) Unsigned draft pick

	
(FA) Free agent

	
(S) Suspended

	
(NBA) On assignment from NBA affiliate

	
(I) Inactive

	Injured







Roster[image: External link] • Transactions[image: External link]

Last transaction: 2017–03–17
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 Affiliates





	
Chicago Bulls[image: External link] (2006–2007)

	
Washington Wizards (2006–2011)

	
Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link] (2007–2011)

	
Golden State Warriors (2011–present)
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1947 BAA Finals





The 1947 BAA Finals was the championship round of playoffs following the inaugural Basketball Association of America 1946–47 season. The Philadelphia Warriors of the Eastern Division faced the Chicago Stags of the Western Division for the inaugural championship, with Philadelphia having home court advantage. Hall of Fame inductee Joe Fulks played for the Warriors in the series. Following the 1948–49 season (the BAA's third season of play), the BAA and the National Basketball League merged to create the National Basketball Association.
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 Background




Philadelphia was not the Eastern Division champion but advanced to the championship round by winning a four-team playoff among the Eastern and Western Division runners-up. Meanwhile, the Eastern and Western Division champions, Washington Capitols and Chicago Stags, played one long series to determine the other finalist, a best-of-seven series that Chicago won 4–2. In the runners-up bracket, Philadelphia and New York from the East had first eliminated St. Louis and Chicago from the West, then faced each other, all in best-of-three series. The format was repeated in 1948, and generated another champion from the runners-up bracket.[1]

The five games of the final series were played in seven days, with no days off between consecutive games in the same city (twice). Division champions Washington and Chicago had played the six games of their semifinal series from April 2 to 13, although they too took no days off between consecutive games in the same city (twice). In total, the entire playoff tournament lasted a total of 20 days.[1]
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 Series summary






	Game
	Date
	Home Team
	Result
	Road Team



	Game 1
	April 16
	Philadelphia
	84–71
	Chicago



	Game 2
	April 17
	Philadelphia
	85–74
	Chicago



	Game 3
	April 19
	Chicago
	72–75
	Philadelphia



	Game 4
	April 20
	Chicago
	74–73
	Philadelphia



	Game 5
	April 22
	Philadelphia
	83–80
	Chicago




Warriors win series 4–1
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 Game 1




Around 7,900 people attended Game 1. The Warriors led at halftime 34–20. Fulks then scored 29 points in the second half, including 21 in the fourth quarter. Angelo Musi, a guard out of Temple University, scored 19 points himself for Philadelphia as well. The Stags took an astounding 129 shots, but only knocked down 26 of them, a 20.2 shooting percentage which made it easy for the Warriors to win, 84–71.
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 Game 2




Fulks was not the scorer he was in Game 1, but he did not have to be, because five other Warrior players scored in double figures, including 18 points from forward Howie Dallmar and 16 from guard/forward Fleishman. Chicago did take a brief 69-68 lead until Philadelphia center Art Hillhouse came alive in the fourth quarter. He scored 7 out of the last 10 points for the Warriors, en route to a second Philadelphia win, 85–74.
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 Game 5




With less than a minute remaining, Dallmar snapped an 80–80 tie by nailing a jump shot to seal the very first championship for the Warriors.
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1956 NBA Finals





The 1956 NBA World Championship Series was the championship series and conclusion of the 1955-56 NBA season[image: External link]. The Philadelphia Warriors defeated the Fort Wayne Pistons four games to one. The series is notable for being one of only two Finals in which the two teams alternated home games, the other being in 1971[image: External link].
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 Series summary






	Game
	Date
	Home Team
	Result
	Road Team



	Game 1
	March 31
	Philadelphia
	99–94 (1–0)
	Fort Wayne



	Game 2
	April 1
	Fort Wayne
	84–83 (1–1)
	Philadelphia



	Game 3
	April 3
	Philadelphia
	100–96 (2–1)
	Fort Wayne



	Game 4
	April 5
	Fort Wayne
	105–107 (1–3)
	Philadelphia



	Game 5
	April 7
	Philadelphia
	99–88 (4–1)
	Fort Wayne




Warriors win series 4–1
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	1956 NBA Playoffs
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1975 NBA Finals





The 1975 NBA World Championship Series was the championship round of the 1974–75 NBA season of the National Basketball Association. The Golden State Warriors (48-34) of the Western Conference[image: External link] played against the Washington Bullets (60-22) of the Eastern Conference[image: External link]. The series was played under a best-of-seven format[image: External link].

The Warriors' home games were played at the Cow Palace[image: External link] in Daly City[image: External link] (near San Francisco) due to scheduling conflicts at their normal home court of Oakland Arena[image: External link] during the week of May 19–26. In addition, an odd scheduling format had to be used because Golden State could not secure the Cow Palace for Memorial Day[image: External link] Weekend (May 24–26). A Sports Illustrated[image: External link] article about the series reported that Washington, which held home court advantage[image: External link], was given the option of a 1-2-2-1-1 scheduling format due to Golden State's problems or, if they wished, opening on the road and then having Games 2, 3, and 4 at home. Washington opted for the 1-2-2-1-1 format not out of a sense of fairness, but because they wanted to open the series at home.[1]

The series is notable as it was the first championship game or series in any of the four North American major professional sports leagues[image: External link] to feature two African American[image: External link] head coaches or managers, as Al Attles coached the Warriors and K. C. Jones[image: External link] coached the Bullets.[2] On a lesser note, it was the first time that the NBA ever scheduled a game to be played in the month of June (Game 7 was scheduled for Monday Night, June 2). The first June game ever, however, would have to wait until the following year[image: External link].

The underdog[image: External link] Warriors won four games to earn a sweep over the Bullets.
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 Background




The Golden State Warriors last made the NBA Finals in 1967, when they were still in San Francisco. In the years since, they moved to Oakland, briefly lost Rick Barry to the American Basketball Association[image: External link], and named Warriors great Al Attles as head coach. Before the start of the 1974–75 season they traded future Hall of Famer Nate Thurmond to the Chicago Bulls[image: External link] for young center Clifford Ray[image: External link]. They also drafted Jamaal Wilkes, then known as Keith Wilkes, out of UCLA[image: External link]. With Barry as the offensive leader, and with Attles using a team approach to coaching, the Warriors managed to finish the season atop the Western Conference with 48 wins. In the playoffs, they defeated the Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link] in six games, then eliminated Thurmond and the Bulls in seven games to advance to the Finals.

The Washington Bullets were in their second season in the Washington Metropolitan Area[image: External link], having moved from Baltimore[image: External link] prior to the 1973–74 season[image: External link]. The Bullets, led by Wes Unseld[image: External link] and Elvin Hayes[image: External link], and coached by K. C. Jones[image: External link], won 60 games that season, then overcame the Buffalo Braves[image: External link] and the defending champion[image: External link] Boston Celtics in seven and six games, respectively. The Bullets franchise headed to their second NBA Finals appearance, the last of which was a sweep by the Milwaukee Bucks in 1971[image: External link].
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 Road to the Finals




See: 1975 NBA Playoffs




	Golden State Warriors (Western Conference[image: External link] Champion)
	Washington Bullets (Eastern Conference[image: External link] Champion)



	


	#
	
Western Conference[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	z-Golden State Warriors
	48
	34
	.585
	–



	2
	y-Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	47
	35
	.573
	1



	3
	x-Kansas City–Omaha Kings[image: External link]
	44
	38
	.537
	4



	4
	x-Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	43
	39
	.524
	5



	5
	x-Detroit Pistons
	40
	42
	.488
	8



	



	6
	Portland Trail Blazers
	38
	44
	.463
	10



	6
	Milwaukee Bucks
	38
	44
	.463
	10



	8
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	32
	50
	.390
	16



	9
	Los Angeles Lakers
	30
	52
	.366
	18




1st seed in the West, 4th best league record


	Regular season
	


	#
	
Eastern Conference[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	z-Boston Celtics
	60
	22
	.732
	–



	2
	y-Washington Bullets
	60
	22
	.732
	–



	3
	x-Buffalo Braves
	49
	33
	.598
	11



	4
	x-Houston Rockets
	41
	41
	.500
	19



	5
	x-New York Knicks
	40
	42
	.488
	20



	



	6
	Cleveland Cavaliers
	40
	42
	.488
	20



	7
	Philadelphia 76ers
	34
	48
	.415
	26



	8
	Atlanta Hawks
	31
	51
	.378
	29



	9
	New Orleans Jazz[image: External link]
	23
	59
	.280
	37






2nd seed in the East, 2nd best league record





	Earned first-round bye
	First Round
	Earned first-round bye



	Defeated the (4) Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link], 4–2
	Conference Semifinals
	Defeated the (3) Buffalo Braves[image: External link], 4–3



	Defeated the (2) Chicago Bulls[image: External link], 4–3
	Conference Finals
	Defeated the (1) Boston Celtics, 4–2
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 Regular season series




Washington won the regular season series 3–1.




	
December 14, 1974








	






	
Golden State Warriors 91, Washington Bullets 99







	

Capital Centre[image: External link], Landover, Maryland[image: External link]














	
January 4, 1975








	






	
Washington Bullets 96, Golden State Warriors 104







	

Oakland–Alameda County Coliseum Arena[image: External link], Oakland, California














	
January 18, 1975








	






	
Golden State Warriors 101, Washington Bullets 125







	

Capital Centre[image: External link], Landover, Maryland[image: External link]














	
February 6, 1975








	






	
Washington Bullets 98, Golden State Warriors 97






	

Oakland–Alameda County Coliseum Arena[image: External link], Oakland, California
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 Series Summary






	Game
	Date
	Result
	Site



	Game 1
	May 18 (Sun.)
	Golden State Warriors 101, Washington Bullets 95
	@ Landover, Maryland



	Game 2
	May 20 (Tue.)
	Golden State Warriors 92, Washington Bullets 91
	@ Daly City, California



	Game 3
	May 23 (Fri.)
	Golden State Warriors 109, Washington Bullets 101
	@ Daly City, California



	Game 4
	May 25 (Sun.)
	Golden State Warriors 96, Washington Bullets 95
	@ Landover, Maryland




Golden State Warriors defeated Washington Bullets, 4 games to 0.[3]
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 Game 1






	Game 1
	1st
	2nd
	3rd
	4th
	Total



	Warriors
	17
	23
	31
	30
	101



	Bullets
	27
	27
	18
	23
	95




Opting to open the series at home, the Bullets built a 14-point lead at the half over the Warriors at the Capital Centre[image: External link]. The Warriors began to storm back, with Phil Smith[image: External link] coming off the bench to score 20 points in 31 minutes of playing time, as Golden State took the first game, 101-95. [1][image: External link]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Game 2






	Game 2
	1st
	2nd
	3rd
	4th
	Total



	Bullets
	28
	24
	21
	18
	91



	Warriors
	19
	27
	27
	19
	92




Instead of their familiar Oakland Coliseum Arena, the Warriors were forced to play their first two scheduled home games of the series at the nearby Cow Palace[image: External link] (the Oakland facility being unavailable). The Bullets jumped to an early 13-point lead, but Golden State battled back, led by 36 points from Rick Barry, to take a 92-91 lead in the closing seconds. Washington got the ball back with six seconds left but missed two shots and now were down 2-0. [2][image: External link]
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 Game 3






	Game 3
	1st
	2nd
	3rd
	4th
	Total



	Bullets
	21
	27
	23
	30
	101



	Warriors
	26
	24
	27
	32
	109




Rick Barry poured in 38 points and backup center George Johnson[image: External link] had 10 points and nine rebounds off the bench to help the Warriors to a key Game 3 109-101 win.

Two major factors enabling the Warriors to take an insurmountable lead were the defensive play of the seemingly undersized Jamaal Wilkes on Bullets' power forward Elvin Hayes[image: External link] and the play of the Warrior bench. In three games, Hayes had only 29 points and the Warriors' bench players had outscored the Bullets' reserves 115-53. [3][image: External link]
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 Game 4






	Game 4
	1st
	2nd
	3rd
	4th
	Total



	Warriors
	20
	28
	22
	26
	96



	Bullets
	30
	22
	21
	22
	95




Back at home, the Bullets seemed to be on their way to staving off an unexpected sweep by the underdog Warriors, leading by 14 points early on. Bullets forward Mike Riordan[image: External link] was assigned to guard Barry, who had killed the Bullets in the series up to that point by averaging 35 points a game. Riordan played Barry very physically, arousing the ire of Warriors' coach Al Attles. Midway through the first quarter, Barry went on a drive to the basket and was fouled hard from behind by Riordan. Barry reacted with a shove, but Attles bolted onto the court and initiated a fight of his own with Riordan, thereby protecting his star player from an ejection and getting ejected himself. The remainder of the game was directed by assistant coach Joe Roberts[image: External link].

After the brawl, Barry immediately went on a scoring tear, but had to endure boos and taunts from the Capital Centre crowd. His performance, along with the Warriors' pressure defense, brought them back and guard Butch Beard[image: External link] scored the last seven points of the game, including two free throws to make the final score 96-95. [4][image: External link]
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 Aftermath




The Washington Bullets would appear in the NBA Finals in 1978[image: External link] and 1979[image: External link] against the Seattle SuperSonics, with a series win in seven games and a series loss in five games respectively.

The Golden State Warriors would win their next championship 40 years later in 2015 against the Cleveland Cavaliers in six games, ending the longest drought between championships in NBA history.
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 Team rosters
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 Golden State Warriors
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 Washington Bullets
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 See also





	1975 NBA Playoffs

	1974-75 NBA season[image: External link]
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	Game 2 from nbatube.com[image: External link]
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2015 NBA Finals





The 2015 NBA Finals was the championship series[image: External link] of the 2014–15 season[image: External link] of the National Basketball Association (NBA) and the conclusion of the season's playoffs[image: External link]. The Western Conference[image: External link] champion Golden State Warriors defeated the Eastern Conference[image: External link] champion Cleveland Cavaliers in six games (4–2) for the Warriors' first title in 40 years and their fourth in franchise history, becoming the first team since the 1990–91 Chicago Bulls[image: External link] to win a championship without any prior Finals experience from any player on their roster. Golden State's Andre Iguodala was named the Finals Most Valuable Player (MVP).

The Warriors were led by 2014–15 NBA Most Valuable Player[image: External link] (MVP) Stephen Curry, while the Cavaliers featured four-time league MVP LeBron James. Both teams entered the series with title droughts of four decades, with the Cavaliers having never won a title since their 1970–71 inception and the Warriors' last title having been in 1975.[1] This was also the first time that both participating teams had first-year head coaches since the inaugural league finals in 1947, when the NBA was known as the Basketball Association of America (BAA).[2] It was the fifth consecutive finals appearance for James who played for the Miami Heat[image: External link] the previous four seasons,[3] making him the first NBA player since the Boston Celtics dynasty of the 1960s[image: External link] to achieve this accomplishment.

James also became the first player in NBA Finals history to lead both teams in points, assists and rebounds for the entire series. He averaged 35.8 points, 13.3 rebounds and 8.8 assists for the series, although he shot 39.8% throughout the series.[4][5]

For the second straight year, the Finals was played in the 2–2–1–1–1 format (Games 1, 2, 5, and 7 were at Golden State, games 3, 4, and 6 were at Cleveland). The series began on June 4, 2015, and it ended on June 16, 2015, and in the United States, it was televised on ABC[image: External link] and in Canada[image: External link], it was televised on TSN[image: External link].
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 Background
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 Cleveland Cavaliers




See: 2014–15 Cleveland Cavaliers season


The Cavaliers entered the 2014–15 season after firing Mike Brown and replacing him with David Blatt[image: External link] as head coach, signing free agent forward LeBron James, and trading for forward Kevin Love[image: External link]. James previously played for Cleveland from 2003 to 2010, leading the Cavaliers to their only previous Finals appearance in 2007[image: External link]. James then played for the Miami Heat[image: External link] from 2010 to 2014, leading the Heat to two NBA championships in 2012[image: External link] and 2013[image: External link]. During the 2014 NBA draft[image: External link] on June 26, 2014, Cleveland held the first overall pick and used it to select Andrew Wiggins[image: External link]. Later on August 23, a three-team trade was completed involving the Cavaliers, the Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link], and the Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]. As part of the deal, Cleveland dealt Wiggins and Anthony Bennett[image: External link] and received Love.[6]

James, Love, and guard Kyrie Irving[image: External link] became dubbed nationally as the "Big Three[image: External link]".[7] The Cavaliers got off to a shockingly bad start that led to intense media scrutiny and caused many to question David Blatt's job security. The team got off to a 19–20 start in their first 39 games, which included a stretch where they were 2–10 in 12 games that began with a road loss to the Miami Heat on December 25. Injuries to LeBron James and "chemistry issues," with James "still learning how to play with his new teammates and vice versa,"[8] were considered to be the primary reasons for the underwhelming start. However, a number of trades turned the season around. The Cavaliers acquired J.R. Smith[image: External link] and Iman Shumpert[image: External link] from the Knicks in exchange for draft picks while sending Dion Waiters[image: External link] to the Thunder. The Cavaliers then acquired Timofey Mozgov[image: External link]. James's return to the Cavaliers' lineup (following a 2-week layoff) on January 12 completed the turnaround. The Cavaliers closed out the season on a high note, going 34–9 as Cleveland compiled a 53–29 regular season record to win the Central Division title, and the second best record in the Eastern Conference behind the Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]. The Cavaliers advanced to the Finals after sweeping the Boston Celtics[image: External link] in the first round of the playoffs, defeating the Chicago Bulls[image: External link] in six games during the second round, and sweeping the Hawks in the conference finals.
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 Golden State Warriors




See: 2014–15 Golden State Warriors season


The Warriors entered the 2014–15 season after replacing Mark Jackson with Steve Kerr as head coach. This was Kerr's first ever head coaching job. After retiring as a player in 2003, he served as a broadcast analyst from 2003 to 2007 and 2010 to 2014, and as general manager of the Phoenix Suns[image: External link] from 2007 to 2010. Revamping Golden State's offense, Kerr employed elements of the triangle offense[image: External link] from his playing days with the Chicago Bulls[image: External link] under Phil Jackson[image: External link], the spacing and pace of Gregg Popovich[image: External link] from his playing days in San Antonio with the Spurs, and the uptempo principles Alvin Gentry[image: External link] used in Phoenix when Kerr was the GM[image: External link].[9]

In Kerr's first year, the Warriors finished with the best regular season record at 67–15, including an incredible 39–2 mark in home games. Kerr became the winningest rookie head coach in NBA history, passing Tom Thibodeau[image: External link] and his 62 wins with the Chicago Bulls[image: External link] in 2010–11[image: External link].[10] Point guard Stephen Curry set the NBA record for three-pointers made in a regular season with 286, eclipsing his own record that he set in 2012–13[image: External link].[11] Curry also won the NBA Most Valuable Player Award for the 2014–15 season.[12] He and fellow guard Klay Thompson, together known as the Splash Brothers, finished first and second in the league in three-pointers made, respectively, and combined to make 525 threes, surpassing their previous league record for a duo by 41, while also converting an impressive 44 percent of those shots.[13][14][15] During the season, the backcourt mates both started in the NBA All-Star Game and were each named to the All-NBA team[image: External link], the first time in decades that either has been achieved by guards on the same team.[16][17] Golden State advanced to the Finals after sweeping the New Orleans Pelicans[image: External link] in the first round of the playoffs, defeating the Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link] in six games during the second round, and eliminating the Houston Rockets[image: External link] in five games in the conference finals.
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 Road to the Finals




See: 2015 NBA Playoffs[image: External link]




	Cleveland Cavaliers (Eastern Conference[image: External link] Champion)
	Golden State Warriors (Western Conference[image: External link] Champion)



	


	Eastern Conference[image: External link]



	#
	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	GP



	1
	c-Atlanta Hawks[image: External link] *
	60
	22
	.732
	–
	82



	2
	y-Cleveland Cavaliers *
	53
	29
	.646
	7.0
	82



	3
	x-Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	10.0
	82



	4
	y-Toronto Raptors[image: External link] *
	49
	33
	.598
	11.0
	82



	5
	x-Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	46
	36
	.561
	14.0
	82



	6
	x-Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	19.0
	82



	7
	x-Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	40
	42
	.488
	20.0
	82



	8
	x-Brooklyn Nets[image: External link]
	38
	44
	.463
	22.0
	82



	



	9
	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	38
	44
	.463
	22.0
	82



	10
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	37
	45
	.451
	23.0
	82



	11
	Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]
	33
	49
	.402
	27.0
	82



	12
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	32
	50
	.390
	28.0
	82



	13
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	25
	57
	.305
	35.0
	82



	14
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	18
	64
	.220
	42.0
	82



	15
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	17
	65
	.207
	43.0
	82




2nd seed in the East, 7th best league record
	Regular season[image: External link]
	


	Western Conference[image: External link]



	#
	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	GP



	1
	z-Golden State Warriors *
	67
	15
	.817
	–
	82



	2
	y-Houston Rockets[image: External link] *
	56
	26
	.683
	11.0
	82



	3
	x-Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	56
	26
	.683
	11.0
	82



	4
	y-Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link] *
	51
	31
	.622
	16.0
	82



	5
	x-Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	55
	27
	.671
	12.0
	82



	6
	x-San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	55
	27
	.671
	12.0
	82



	7
	x-Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	17.0
	82



	8
	x-New Orleans Pelicans[image: External link]
	45
	37
	.549
	22.0
	82



	



	9
	Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]
	45
	37
	.549
	22.0
	82



	10
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	39
	43
	.476
	28.0
	82



	11
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	38
	44
	.463
	29.0
	82



	12
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	30
	52
	.366
	37.0
	82



	13
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	29
	53
	.354
	38.0
	82



	14
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	21
	61
	.256
	46.0
	82



	15
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	16
	66
	.195
	51.0
	82




1st seed in the West, best league record



	Defeated the 7th seeded Boston Celtics[image: External link], 4–0[image: External link]
	First round
	Defeated the 8th seeded New Orleans Pelicans[image: External link], 4–0[image: External link]



	Defeated the 3rd seeded Chicago Bulls[image: External link], 4–2[image: External link]
	Conference Semifinals
	Defeated the 5th seeded Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link], 4–2[image: External link]



	Defeated the 1st seeded Atlanta Hawks[image: External link], 4–0[image: External link]
	Conference Finals
	Defeated the 2nd seeded Houston Rockets[image: External link], 4–1[image: External link]
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 Regular season series




The Cavaliers and Warriors tied the regular season series 1–1, with each team winning its home game.




	
January 9, 2015








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Cleveland Cavaliers 94, Golden State Warriors 112







	

Oracle Arena, Oakland, California














	
February 26, 2015








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Golden State Warriors 99, Cleveland Cavaliers 110







	

Quicken Loans Arena[image: External link], Cleveland, Ohio[image: External link]
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 Series summary






	Game
	Date
	Home Team
	Result
	Road Team



	Game 1
	Thursday, June 4
	Golden State Warriors
	108–100 (OT) (1–0)
	Cleveland Cavaliers



	Game 2
	Sunday, June 7
	Golden State Warriors
	93–95 (OT) (1–1)
	Cleveland Cavaliers



	Game 3
	Tuesday, June 9
	Cleveland Cavaliers
	96–91 (2–1)
	Golden State Warriors



	Game 4
	Thursday, June 11
	Cleveland Cavaliers
	82–103 (2–2)
	Golden State Warriors



	Game 5
	Sunday, June 14
	Golden State Warriors
	104–91 (3–2)
	Cleveland Cavaliers



	Game 6
	Tuesday, June 16
	Cleveland Cavaliers
	97–105 (2–4)
	Golden State Warriors
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 Game summaries





	All times are in Eastern Daylight Time[image: External link] ( UTC−4[image: External link])



For the first time in NBA Finals history, the first two games went into overtime.[18] After Golden State fell behind 2–1 in the series, Kerr gave swingman Andre Iguodala his first start of the season, replacing center[image: External link] Andrew Bogut in Game 4, and the Warriors' small lineup helped turn the series around.[19] Golden State won the series in six games, claiming their first title since 1975 and their fourth overall in franchise history.[20] They played small ball[image: External link] in the Finals to a greater extent than any prior champion.[21] Combining regular season and playoff games, the Warriors finished 83–20, which was the third-best record ever behind the Chicago Bulls[image: External link] in 1995–96[image: External link] (87–13) and 1996–97[image: External link] (84–17).[20]

Iguodala was named the Finals MVP, becoming the first to win the award without having started every game in the series. He finished the Finals averaging 16.3 points, 4 assists, and 5.8 rebounds. He was also tasked with guarding Cleveland's LeBron James, who made only 38.1 percent of his shots when Iguodala was in the game, yet James still averaged 35.8 points, 13.3 rebounds, 8.8 assists per game.[22] However, James received four of the 11 votes for Finals MVP despite his team losing by an average of 14 points in the final three games.[23] Stephen Curry was just the sixth player to win his first league MVP and his first NBA title in the same season. Shaquille O'Neal[image: External link] was the last player to have accomplished the feat in 1999–2000[image: External link]. Kerr became the first rookie coach to win a title since Pat Riley[image: External link] in 1981–82[image: External link].[20]

The Warriors were the first team since the 1990–91 Bulls[image: External link] to win a title with a roster that did not have any players with prior Finals experience.[24] James and teammate James Jones[image: External link] made their fifth consecutive trip to the Finals, having qualified the previous four seasons while with the Miami Heat[image: External link], though Jones did not play in the 2011 Finals[image: External link].[25] It was the first time since 1998[image: External link] that none of the Finals participants were the Los Angeles Lakers, the San Antonio Spurs, or the Heat. This was also the first NBA Finals since then to not have featured either Kobe Bryant, Tim Duncan[image: External link], or Dwyane Wade[image: External link].[26]
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 Game 1







	
ABC[image: External link]








	
June 4

9:00 pm









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Cleveland Cavaliers 100, Golden State Warriors 108 (OT)



	
Scoring by quarter: 29–19, 22–29, 22–25, 25–25, Overtime: 2–10




	
Pts: LeBron James 44

Rebs: Tristan Thompson[image: External link] 15

Asts: Irving[image: External link], James 6 each
	
	
Pts: Stephen Curry 26

Rebs: Andrew Bogut 7

Asts: Stephen Curry 8



	Golden State leads series, 1–0






	

Oracle Arena, Oakland, California

Attendance: 19,596

Referees: Monty McCutchen[image: External link], James Capers, Jason Phillips










The Warriors defeated the Cavaliers 108–100 in overtime, taking Game 1 and the 1–0 series lead. The Cavaliers got off to a strong start, opening up a 29–15 lead before settling for a 10-point lead after the 1st quarter. In the 2nd quarter, the Warriors went on a big run and led 46–41. However, the Cavaliers went on a 10–2 run to close out the first half, capped off by a J. R. Smith[image: External link] three with .7 seconds left in the first half. The Cavaliers led 51–48 at halftime. The second half was a back and forth affair, with neither team able to gain separation. Late in the 4th, Timofey Mozgov[image: External link] hit two free throws to tie the game at 98. The Warriors ran a play for Stephen Curry out of a timeout. Curry beat Kyrie Irving[image: External link] to the basket and went for a go-ahead layup, but Irving blocked the shot, and the Cavaliers called timeout after Smith secured the rebound.[27] The Cavaliers had two chances to win in the final seconds of regulation. However, LeBron James' potential game winning jumper was off. Iman Shumpert[image: External link] got the offensive rebound and threw a shot at the buzzer, but he also missed, sending the game to overtime. In overtime, the Warriors dominated. They opened overtime on a 10–0 run to seize control. The Warriors had 7 made free throws in the extra session, with Barnes' three pointer being the Warriors' lone made basket. Cleveland's only score in the extra period was James' layup with 9.5 seconds left as the Cavaliers shot 1/12 and committed 3 turnovers in the game's final 5 minutes.[28]

Only three players scored for the Cavaliers after halftime: James, Irving, and Mozgov. The trio combined for 83 of the Cavaliers' 100 points.[28] James had a career NBA Finals high of 44 points, while attempting a postseason career-high 38 shots,[29] and Curry led Golden State with 26 points. The Warriors' bench outplayed the Cavaliers' bench, outscoring them 34–9, with all 9 Cavaliers bench points coming from Smith. Andre Iguodala led the Warriors bench in scoring with 15 points. Irving suffered a knee injury in overtime and was forced to leave the game early. The following day, he was diagnosed with a fractured left kneecap that would require surgery and was ruled out for the rest of the Finals, joining Kevin Love[image: External link], who suffered a dislocated shoulder against the Celtics in the first round of the playoffs, and Anderson Varejão[image: External link].[28]
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 Game 2







	
ABC[image: External link]








	
June 7

8:00 pm









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Cleveland Cavaliers 95, Golden State Warriors 93 (OT)



	
Scoring by quarter: 20–20, 27–25, 15–14, 25–28, Overtime: 8–6



	
Pts: LeBron James 39

Rebs: LeBron James 16

Asts: LeBron James 11
	
	
Pts: Klay Thompson 34

Rebs: Green, Bogut 10 each

Asts: Curry, Iguodala 5 each



	Series tied, 1–1






	

Oracle Arena, Oakland, California

Attendance: 19,596

Referees: Scott Foster, Tony Brothers[image: External link], Zach Zarba[image: External link]











The Cavaliers defeated the Warriors 95–93 in overtime, tying the series at 1–1 and stealing homecourt advantage heading into Cleveland. For the first time in NBA Finals history, the first two games were decided in overtime, with the Cavaliers winning their first Finals game in franchise history. LeBron James tallied his fifth Finals triple-double with 39 points, 16 rebounds, and 11 assists while moving solely into second all-time in Finals triple-doubles behind Magic Johnson's 8. James, who shot 11-for-35 in the game, played 50 minutes and led all scorers. James either scored or assisted on 66 of Cleveland's 95 points, and his 83 points in the first two games of a Finals was also second all-time to Jerry West[image: External link]'s 94 in the 1969 Finals[image: External link].[30] Klay Thompson led the Warriors with 34 points. Curry added 19, but he struggled mightily against the Cavaliers' defense, shooting 5-for-23 from the floor, including 2–15 from 3-point range. Curry set an NBA record for most missed three-point attempts in an Finals game with 13. Matthew Dellavedova[image: External link]'s defense on Curry was huge as Curry was 0–for-8 against him.[31]

The margin was close through the first three quarters, with neither team leading by more than 8 points. The Warriors jumped out to a 20–12 lead, but the Cavaliers closed the quarter on a 8–0 run to tie the game at 20. The Warriors led 31–25 early in the 2nd quarter, but the Cavaliers went on a 15–2 run to take a 40–33 lead. They settled for a 2-point lead at halftime, leading 47–45. The third quarter was low scoring, with the Cavaliers scoring 15 points and the Warriors 14 points. Heading into the 4th quarter, the Cavaliers led 62–59. After three tight quarters, the Cavaliers began to pull away, building an 83–72 lead with just over 3 minutes remaining in the fourth. However, the Cavaliers squandered the 11 point lead as the Warriors went on a 15–4 run to tie the game at 87, capped off by a Curry finger roll layup[image: External link] with eight seconds remaining. Out of a timeout, James drove towards the basket as he went for a game winning layup, but he misfired, and the rebound tipback attempt by Tristan Thompson[image: External link] was unsuccessful.[32]

In the overtime, Iman Shumpert hit a three pointer, and James made two free throws, giving the Cavaliers a 92–87 lead. However, Draymond Green answered with back-to-back baskets, and Curry hit two free throws to give the Warriors a 93–92 lead. Out of the timeout, James's go-ahead layup was blocked by Green and recovered by Andre Igoudala, but he threw it out of bounds, giving possession back to the Cavaliers. The ensuing Cavaliers possession resulted in a three-point attempt by James Jones which missed, but Dellavedova grabbed the offensive rebound and was fouled. Dellavedova hit both free throws to give the Cavaliers a 94–93 lead with 10.1 seconds remaining. After a timeout, the Warriors went to Curry, who airballed the potential go-ahead jumper. James rebounded the miss and was fouled.[33]

James hit one of two at the line, giving the Cavaliers a 95–93 lead with 4 seconds left in overtime. With no timeouts remaining, the Warriors had to go the length of the court to get off a game-tying or game-winning shot attempt. However, Curry's pass near midcourt was stolen by Thompson, and the Cavaliers ran out the clock. After getting badly outplayed in Game 1, the Cavaliers' bench outscored the Warriors 21–17 in Game 2. The Cavaliers handed the Warriors their 4th home loss of the season (including the postseason) and were only the second Eastern Conference team to win at Oracle Arena (the Chicago Bulls[image: External link] also won in overtime on January 27). The victory for the Cleveland Cavaliers was their first ever single game Finals victory, having lost Game 1 of this series, and being swept in the 2007 Finals[image: External link] by the San Antonio Spurs.[34]

Following the game, James had dubbed the undermanned Cavaliers as "The Grit Squad", due to adopting a slower paced, more physical style of play in the absence of All-Stars Irving and Kevin Love.[35] This new moniker was quickly embraced by Cavaliers fans, in hopes that this new tough style of play would be enough to offset the Warriors' depth advantage.[36]
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 Game 3







	
ABC[image: External link]








	
June 9

9:00 pm









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Golden State Warriors 91, Cleveland Cavaliers 96




	
Scoring by quarter: 20–24, 17–20, 18–28, 36–24



	
Pts: Stephen Curry 27

Rebs: Ezeli, Green 7 each

Asts: Stephen Curry 6
	
	
Pts: LeBron James 40

Rebs: Tristan Thompson[image: External link] 13

Asts: LeBron James 8



	Cleveland leads series, 2–1






	

Quicken Loans Arena[image: External link], Cleveland, Ohio[image: External link]

Attendance: 20,562

Referees: Dan Crawford[image: External link], Marc Davis, Derrick Stafford










The Cavaliers led wire to wire as they defeated the Warriors 96–91 and took a 2–1 series lead. The first half was close throughout, with the Cavaliers leading 24–20 after the first quarter. They led 44–37 at halftime.[37] Stephen Curry's struggles in Game 2 carried over to the first half of this game as he was held to 3 points in the first half. In the third quarter, the Cavaliers seized control, outscoring the Warriors 28–18. They led by as many as 20 in the third quarter before taking a 72–55 lead heading into the fourth quarter. The 55 points scored by the Warriors was their lowest scoring output through three quarters all season. However, the Warriors fought back, making it a 1-point game as they cut the deficit to 81–80 late in the fourth quarter. However, Matthew Dellavedova banked in a circus shot as he tumbled to the floor while being fouled by Curry. He made the free throw to put the Cavaliers up 84–80. After Curry committed a turnover, LeBron James hit a three pointer to give the Cavs an 87–80 lead. Curry hit a handful of three pointers down the stretch, but the Cavs made their free throws and closed out the win.[37]

James led all scorers with 40 to go along with 12 rebounds, 8 assists, and 4 steals. Through 3 games, James scored 123 points, the most points scored by any player in the first three games of any NBA Finals series, surpassing Rick Barry's 122 from the 1967 NBA Finals.[38] Dellavedova scored 20, a playoff career high. Curry led the Warriors with 27 points, 17 of which came in the fourth quarter.[37] This win marks the first time that the Cavaliers held a lead in a Finals series in their franchise history, as well as their first home win in a Finals series in their franchise history.[39]
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 Game 4







	
ABC[image: External link]








	
June 11

9:00 pm









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Golden State Warriors 103, Cleveland Cavaliers 82



	
Scoring by quarter: 31–24, 23–18, 22–28, 27–12



	
Pts: Curry, Iguodala 22 each

Rebs: three players 8 each

Asts: Curry 7
	
	
Pts: Timofey Mozgov[image: External link] 28

Rebs: Tristan Thompson[image: External link] 13

Asts: LeBron James 8



	Series tied, 2–2






	

Quicken Loans Arena[image: External link], Cleveland, Ohio[image: External link]

Attendance: 20,562

Referees: Joe Crawford[image: External link], Mike Callahan, Ken Mauer[image: External link]











The Warriors routed the Cavaliers 103–82 in Game 4, evening the series at 2–2 and reclaiming homecourt advantage. Despite stating that there would be no changes to the starting lineup the morning of Game 4, Kerr inserted Andre Iguodala into the starting lineup in place of Andrew Bogut, while moving Draymond Green to the center position.[40] The Cavaliers scored the first seven points of the game and led 16–9, but the Warriors closed out the first quarter on a 22–8 run to lead 31–24. In the second quarter, the Cavaliers got a scare when LeBron James suffered a laceration on his head from a courtside photographer's camera lens after a hard foul on Bogut, but he stayed in the game without any stitches.[41] The Warriors outscored the Cavaliers 23–18 in that period and led 54–42 at halftime.[42] The Cavaliers outscored the Warriors 28–22 in the third quarter as they cut a 15-point deficit down to 3 in two instances. The Cavaliers had it down to 65–62, but Harrison Barnes hit a three pointer out of the timeout to stop the run.

With the Warriors leading 73–70 late in the third quarter, Stephen Curry hit a three to give the Warriors a 76–70 lead heading into the fourth quarter. The Warriors dominated the final period, leading by as many as 23 as they outscored the Cavaliers 27–12.[43] The Cavaliers shot 4-for-27 from behind the 3-point line for the game and were 6–45 outside the paint, a season worst. The 82 points that the Cavaliers scored were a postseason low while the Cavaliers' bench scoring production (7 points) was also a postseason low. Curry and Igoudala led the Warriors in scoring with 22 apiece. Timofey Mozgov led the Cavaliers with 28. After averaging 41 points in the first three games of the Finals, James was held to 20 points on 7–22 shooting.[41] After the game, Kerr admitted to his deception regarding the starting lineup, quipping, "I don't think they hand you the trophy based on morality."[40]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Game 5







	
ABC[image: External link]








	
June 14

8:00 pm









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Cleveland Cavaliers 91, Golden State Warriors 104




	
Scoring by quarter: 22–22, 28–29, 17–22, 24–31




	
Pts: LeBron James 40

Rebs: LeBron James 14

Asts: LeBron James 11
	
	
Pts: Stephen Curry 37

Rebs: Harrison Barnes 9

Asts: Andre Iguodala 7



	Golden State leads series, 3–2






	

Oracle Arena, Oakland, California

Attendance: 19,596

Referees: Monty McCutchen[image: External link], James Capers, Jason Phillips










Coming into this game with the series tied at 2 games apiece, the Game 5 winner had gone on to win the NBA championship in 20 of the previous 28 instances.[44]

The Warriors defeated the Cavaliers 104–91 and took a 3–2 series lead heading back to Cleveland.[45] The first three quarters were tight, with neither team leading by more 7. Both teams scored 22 points in the 1st quarter. The Warriors led 51–50 at halftime on a Harrison Barnes' three-point play following a dunk. They took a 6-point lead into the 4th quarter, leading 73–67. The Cavaliers opened the 4th quarter on a 13–6 run. LeBron James' deep three pointer gave the Cavaliers an 80–79 lead with just over 7:30 remaining in the 4th quarter. However, the Warriors responded with a huge run, outscoring the Cavaliers 25–11 the rest of the way.[46] Curry scored 37 points on 13–23 shooting in the victory, including 7–13 from 3-point range. 17 of his 37 points came in the 4th quarter.[47]

James had his second triple-double of this NBA Finals series, posting 40 points, 14 rebounds, and 11 assists. James led all players in points, rebounds and assists, and was responsible for 70 of 91 Cavaliers points (40 scored, 30 assisted).[48] It was his sixth career finals triple double, second all-time behind only Magic Johnson with 8. James also tied Oscar Robertson[image: External link] for most 30–10–10 playoff games with 8. He became the second player in NBA Finals history to score 40 points in a triple double after Jerry West[image: External link] in 1969[image: External link].[49][50]
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 Game 6







	
ABC[image: External link]








	
June 16

9:00 pm









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Golden State Warriors 105, Cleveland Cavaliers 97



	
Scoring by quarter: 28–15, 17–28, 28–18, 32–36




	
Pts: Curry, Iguodala 25 each

Rebs: Draymond Green 11

Asts: Draymond Green 10
	
	
Pts: LeBron James 32

Rebs: LeBron James 18

Asts: LeBron James 9



	Golden State wins NBA Finals, 4–2






	

Quicken Loans Arena[image: External link], Cleveland, Ohio[image: External link]

Attendance: 20,562

Referees: Scott Foster, Marc Davis, Zach Zarba[image: External link]











The Warriors finished off the Cavaliers 105–97, winning the series 4–2. The Warriors outscored the Cavaliers 28–15 in the 1st quarter. However, the Cavaliers went on a big run to cut the deficit to 2 at halftime, trailing 45–43. The Cavaliers led 47–45 early in the third quarter, their only lead of the second half.[51] However, the Warriors outscored the Cavaliers 28–18 in the 3rd quarter, leading by as many 15 before taking a 12-point lead into the 4th, leading 73–61. In the 4th quarter, the Cavaliers cut the deficit down to 7, but the Warriors pushed the lead back to 15.[52] The Cavaliers, led by J.R. Smith, made a late surge to cut it to 4 with under 40 seconds remaining.[53] However, the Warriors hit their free throws and closed out the series, giving the franchise their first title since 1975, and the city of Oakland its first major league sports championship since the Oakland Athletics won the 1989 World Series[image: External link].[54] Andre Iguodala, who did not start for the Warriors until Game 4 of the Finals, was named the Finals MVP for his instrumental defense against LeBron James, who led the Cavaliers with 32 points. Iguodala had the third lowest scoring average of any Finals MVP in NBA history.[55] James became the youngest player to score 5000 career points in the playoffs.[56]
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 Golden State Warriors






	2014–15 Golden State Warriors roster



	Players
	Coaches



	


	Pos.
	No.
	Name
	Height
	Weight
	DOB (YYYY-MM-DD)
	From



	G
	19
	Barbosa, Leandro[image: External link]
	6 ft 3 in (1.91 m)
	194 lb (88 kg)
	1982–11–28
	Brazil[image: External link]



	F
	40
	Barnes, Harrison
	6 ft 8 in (2.03 m)
	225 lb (102 kg)
	1992–05–30
	North Carolina



	C[image: External link]
	12
	Bogut, Andrew
	7 ft 0 in (2.13 m)
	260 lb (118 kg)
	1984–11–28
	Utah[image: External link]



	G
	30
	Curry, Stephen
	6 ft 3 in (1.91 m)
	190 lb (86 kg)
	1988–03–14
	Davidson



	C[image: External link]
	31
	Ezeli, Festus
	6 ft 11 in (2.11 m)
	255 lb (116 kg)
	1989–10–21
	Vanderbilt



	F
	23
	Green, Draymond
	6 ft 7 in (2.01 m)
	230 lb (104 kg)
	1990–03–04
	Michigan State



	G/F
	7
	Holiday, Justin[image: External link]
	6 ft 6 in (1.98 m)
	185 lb (84 kg)
	1989–04–05
	Washington[image: External link]



	G/F
	9
	Iguodala, Andre (C)
	6 ft 6 in (1.98 m)
	215 lb (98 kg)
	1984–01–28
	Arizona



	C[image: External link]
	1
	Kuzmić, Ognjen 
	7 ft 1 in (2.16 m)
	260 lb (118 kg)
	1990–05–16
	Serbia[image: External link]



	F/C
	10
	Lee, David
	6 ft 9 in (2.06 m)
	245 lb (111 kg)
	1983–04–29
	Florida[image: External link]



	G
	34
	Livingston, Shaun
	6 ft 7 in (2.01 m)
	182 lb (83 kg)
	1985–09–11
	Peoria Central HS (IL)



	F
	20
	McAdoo, James Michael
	6 ft 9 in (2.06 m)
	230 lb (104 kg)
	1993–01–04
	North Carolina



	G/F
	4
	Rush, Brandon
	6 ft 6 in (1.98 m)
	220 lb (100 kg)
	1985–07–07
	Kansas[image: External link]



	F/C
	5
	Speights, Marreese
	6 ft 10 in (2.08 m)
	255 lb (116 kg)
	1987–08–04
	Florida[image: External link]



	G
	11
	Thompson, Klay
	6 ft 7 in (2.01 m)
	215 lb (98 kg)
	1990–02–08
	Washington State[image: External link]





	

	Head coach




	Steve Kerr




	Assistant coach(es)




	Ron Adams

	Alvin Gentry[image: External link]

	Luke Walton[image: External link]

	
Jarron Collins (player development)

	Bruce Fraser (player development)

	Keke Lyles (player performance)






	Legend





	
(C) Team captain

	
(DP) Unsigned draft pick

	
(FA) Free agent

	
(S) Suspended

	
(DL) On assignment to D-League affiliate

	Injured







Roster[image: External link] • Transactions[image: External link]
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 Cleveland Cavaliers






	2014–15 Cleveland Cavaliers roster



	Players
	Coaches



	


	Pos.
	No.
	Name
	Height
	Weight
	DOB (YYYY-MM-DD)
	From



	G
	8
	Dellavedova, Matthew[image: External link]
	6 ft 4 in (1.93 m)
	200 lb (91 kg)
	1990–09–08
	Saint Mary's[image: External link]



	G
	12
	Harris, Joe[image: External link]
	6 ft 6 in (1.98 m)
	215 lb (98 kg)
	1991–09–07
	Virginia[image: External link]



	C[image: External link]
	33
	Haywood, Brendan[image: External link]
	7 ft 0 in (2.13 m)
	263 lb (119 kg)
	1979–11–27
	North Carolina



	G
	2
	Irving, Kyrie[image: External link] 
	6 ft 3 in (1.91 m)
	193 lb (88 kg)
	1992–03–23
	Duke[image: External link]



	F
	23
	James, LeBron (C)
	6 ft 8 in (2.03 m)
	250 lb (113 kg)
	1984–12–30
	St. Vincent–St. Mary HS (OH)[image: External link]



	G/F
	1
	Jones, James[image: External link]
	6 ft 8 in (2.03 m)
	215 lb (98 kg)
	1980–10–04
	Miami (FL)[image: External link]



	F/C
	0
	Love, Kevin[image: External link] 
	6 ft 10 in (2.08 m)
	243 lb (110 kg)
	1988–09–07
	UCLA[image: External link]



	F
	31
	Marion, Shawn[image: External link]
	6 ft 7 in (2.01 m)
	228 lb (103 kg)
	1978–05–07
	UNLV



	G/F
	18
	Miller, Mike[image: External link]
	6 ft 8 in (2.03 m)
	218 lb (99 kg)
	1980–02–19
	Florida[image: External link]



	C[image: External link]
	20
	Mozgov, Timofey[image: External link]
	7 ft 1 in (2.16 m)
	250 lb (113 kg)
	1986–07–16
	Russia[image: External link]



	C[image: External link]
	3
	Perkins, Kendrick[image: External link]
	6 ft 10 in (2.08 m)
	270 lb (122 kg)
	1984–11–10
	Clifton J. Ozen (TX)[image: External link]



	G
	4
	Shumpert, Iman[image: External link]
	6 ft 5 in (1.96 m)
	220 lb (100 kg)
	1990–06–26
	Georgia Tech[image: External link]



	G/F
	5
	Smith, J. R.[image: External link]
	6 ft 6 in (1.98 m)
	220 lb (100 kg)
	1985–09–09
	St. Benedict's Prep (NJ)[image: External link]



	F/C
	13
	Thompson, Tristan[image: External link]
	6 ft 9 in (2.06 m)
	238 lb (108 kg)
	1991–03–13
	Texas



	F/C
	17
	Varejão, Anderson[image: External link] 
	6 ft 11 in (2.11 m)
	267 lb (121 kg)
	1982–09–28
	Brazil[image: External link]





	

	Head coach




	David Blatt[image: External link]




	Assistant coach(es)




	Jim Boylan[image: External link]

	Bret Brielmaier

	Larry Drew[image: External link]

	James Posey[image: External link]

	
Tyronn Lue[image: External link] (associate head coach)

	Phil Handy (player development)

	
Vitaly Potapenko[image: External link] (player development)

	
Damon Jones[image: External link] (shooting consultant)






	Legend





	
(C) Team captain

	
(DP) Unsigned draft pick

	
(FA) Free agent

	
(S) Suspended

	
(DL) On assignment to D-League affiliate

	Injured







Roster[image: External link] • Transactions[image: External link]
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 Player statistics






	Legend



	  GP
	Games played
	  GS 
	Games started
	 MPG 
	Minutes[image: External link] per game



	 FG% 
	Field-goal[image: External link] percentage
	 3P% 
	3-point field-goal percentage
	 FT% 
	Free-throw[image: External link] percentage



	 RPG 
	Rebounds[image: External link] per game
	 APG 
	Assists[image: External link] per game
	 SPG 
	Steals[image: External link] per game



	 BPG 
	Blocks[image: External link] per game
	 PPG 
	Points[image: External link] per game
	
	





	Golden State Warriors





	Player
	GP
	GS
	MPG
	FG%
	3FG%
	FT%
	RPG
	APG
	SPG
	BPG
	PPG



	Barbosa, LeandroLeandro Barbosa[image: External link]
	6
	0
	10.7
	.462
	.429
	1.000
	1.7
	0.5
	0.5
	0.2
	5.2



	Barnes, HarrisonHarrison Barnes
	6
	6
	32.9
	.373
	.421
	.778
	5.8
	0.8
	0.8
	0.5
	8.8



	Bogut, AndrewAndrew Bogut
	4
	3
	18.4
	.444
	.000
	.500
	6.0
	1.5
	0.3
	1.3
	2.5



	Curry, StephenStephen Curry
	6
	6
	42.5
	.443
	.385
	.885
	5.2
	6.3
	1.8
	0.2
	26.0



	Ezeli, FestusFestus Ezeli
	5
	0
	10.0
	.467
	.000
	.727
	3.4
	0.4
	0.0
	0.6
	4.4



	Green, DraymondDraymond Green
	6
	6
	37.0
	.381
	.263
	.735
	8.3
	5.0
	2.2
	1.2
	13.0



	Holiday, JustinJustin Holiday[image: External link]
	1
	0
	2.1
	.000
	.000
	.000
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0



	Iguodala, AndreAndre Iguodala
	6
	3
	37.1
	.521
	.400
	.357
	5.8
	4.0
	1.3
	0.3
	16.3



	Lee, DavidDavid Lee
	4
	0
	9.7
	.533
	.000
	.545
	2.5
	1.5
	0.3
	0.0
	5.5



	Livingston, ShaunShaun Livingston
	6
	0
	20.1
	.480
	.000
	.750
	3.5
	2.2
	0.3
	0.3
	5.0



	McAdoo, James MichaelJames Michael McAdoo
	1
	0
	1.2
	.000
	.000
	.000
	1.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0



	Speights, MarreeseMarreese Speights
	3
	0
	5.3
	.308
	.000
	.500
	1.7
	0.3
	0.3
	0.0
	3.0



	Thompson, KlayKlay Thompson
	6
	6
	37.9
	.409
	.300
	.917
	4.3
	1.7
	0.5
	1.0
	15.8





	Cleveland Cavaliers





	Player
	GP
	GS
	MPG
	FG%
	3FG%
	FT%
	RPG
	APG
	SPG
	BPG
	PPG



	Dellavedova, MatthewMatthew Dellavedova[image: External link]
	6
	5
	31.8
	.283
	.231
	.818
	2.7
	2.7
	1.2
	0.0
	7.5



	Harris, JoeJoe Harris[image: External link]
	2
	0
	1.6
	.000
	.000
	.500
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.5



	Irving, KyrieKyrie Irving[image: External link]
	1
	1
	43.6
	.455
	.250
	1.000
	7.0
	6.0
	4.0
	2.0
	23.0



	James, LeBronLeBron James
	6
	6
	45.7
	.398
	.310
	.687
	13.3
	8.8
	1.3
	0.5
	35.8



	Jones, JamesJames Jones[image: External link]
	6
	0
	18.8
	.316
	.308
	1.000
	1.3
	0.3
	0.7
	0.2
	3.3



	Miller, MikeMike Miller[image: External link]
	5
	0
	5.7
	.500
	.500
	.000
	0.2
	0.0
	0.2
	0.0
	0.6



	Mozgov, TimofeyTimofey Mozgov[image: External link]
	6
	6
	28.3
	.551
	.000
	.750
	7.5
	1.0
	0.5
	1.5
	14.0



	Perkins, KendrickKendrick Perkins[image: External link]
	1
	0
	3.1
	.000
	.000
	1.000
	1.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	2.0



	Shumpert, ImanIman Shumpert[image: External link]
	6
	6
	35.9
	.256
	.320
	.643
	3.8
	0.7
	1.8
	0.7
	6.5



	Smith, J. R.J. R. Smith[image: External link]
	6
	0
	33.6
	.312
	.294
	.600
	4.3
	1.0
	0.5
	0.8
	11.5



	Thompson, TristanTristan Thompson[image: External link]
	6
	6
	41.1
	.500
	.000
	.600
	13.0
	0.3
	0.7
	1.0
	10.0
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 Broadcast




In the United States, the NBA Finals aired on ABC with Mike Breen[image: External link] as play-by-play commentator, and Jeff Van Gundy[image: External link] and Mark Jackson serving as color commentators. ESPN Radio aired it as well and had Mike Tirico[image: External link] and Hubie Brown[image: External link] as commentators. ESPN Deportes[image: External link] provided exclusive Spanish-language coverage of The Finals, with a commentary team of Álvaro Martín[image: External link] and Carlos Morales.[57]



	Game
	
Ratings[image: External link]

(households)
	American audience

(in millions)



	1
	10.6[58]

	17.77[59]




	2
	10.8[60]

	19.17[61]




	3
	11.1[62]

	18.77[62]




	4
	11.7[63]

	19.84[64]




	5
	11.8[65]

	20.86[66]




	6
	13.4[67]

	23.25[67]




	Avg
	11.6
	19.94
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1947 BAA Playoffs





The 1947 BAA Playoffs was the postseason tournament[image: External link] that followed the inaugural Basketball Association of America 1946–47 season. (After its 1948–49 season, the BAA merged with the older National Basketball League to create the National Basketball Association or NBA.) The tournament concluded with the Philadelphia Warriors defeating the Chicago Stags, 4 games to 1, in the BAA Finals.

The six qualified teams all began tournament play on Wednesday, April 2, and the Finals concluded on Tuesday, April 22. Philadelphia and Chicago played 10 and 11 games in the span of 21 days but their final series was compact, five games in seven days.[1]
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There were no byes. Western and Eastern champions Chicago and Washington immediately played a long semifinal series with Washington having home-court advantage. Chicago won the sixth game in Washington one day before Philadelphia concluded its two short series with other runners-up.[1]
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 First Round




(E2) Philadelphia Warriors vs. (W2) St. Louis Bombers[image: External link]: Warriors win series 2-1


	
Game 1 @ Philadelphia (April 2): Philadelphia 73, St. Louis 68

	
Game 2 @ St. Louis (April 5): St. Louis 73, Philadelphia 51

	
Game 3 @ St. Louis (April 6): Philadelphia 75, St. Louis 59



(E3) New York Knicks vs. (W3) Cleveland Rebels[image: External link]: Knicks win series 2-1


	
Game 1 @ Cleveland (April 2): Cleveland 77, New York 51

	
Game 2 @ New York (April 5): New York 86, Cleveland 74

	
Game 3 @ New York (April 9): New York 93, Cleveland 71
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 Semifinals




(E1) Washington Capitols[image: External link] vs. (W1) Chicago Stags: Stags win series 4-2


	
Game 1 @ Washington (April 2): Chicago 81, Washington 65

	
Game 2 @ Washington (April 3): Chicago 69, Washington 53

	
Game 3 @ Chicago (April 8): Chicago 67, Washington 55

	
Game 4 @ Washington (April 10): Washington 76, Chicago 69

	
Game 5 @ Chicago (April 12): Washington 67, Chicago 55

	
Game 6 @ Chicago (April 13): Chicago 66, Washington 61



(E2) Philadelphia Warriors vs. (E3) New York Knicks: Warriors win series 2-0


	
Game 1 @ Philadelphia (April 12): Philadelphia 82, New York 70

	
Game 2 @ New York (April 14): Philadelphia 72, New York 53
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 BAA Finals




See: 1947 BAA Finals


Philadelphia Warriors vs. Chicago Stags: Warriors win series 4-1


	
Game 1 @ Philadelphia (April 16): Philadelphia 84, Chicago 71

	
Game 2 @ Philadelphia (April 17): Philadelphia 85, Chicago 74

	
Game 3 @ Chicago (April 19): Philadelphia 75, Chicago 72

	
Game 4 @ Chicago (April 20): Chicago 74, Philadelphia 73

	
Game 5 @ Philadelphia (April 22): Philadelphia 83, Chicago 80
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1956 NBA Playoffs





The 1956 NBA Playoffs[image: External link] was the postseason tournament of the National Basketball Association's 1955-56 season. The tournament concluded with the Eastern Conference[image: External link] champion Philadelphia Warriors defeating the Western Conference[image: External link] champion Fort Wayne Pistons 4 games to 1 in the NBA Finals.

It was the Warriors' second NBA title; their first was in 1947 back when the NBA was known as the BAA. They would have to wait until 1975 to taste championship gold again; by that time they had moved to the Bay Area[image: External link] and become the Golden State Warriors. Philadelphia's later team, the Philadelphia 76ers, would win the title in 1967.

This was the Pistons' second straight trip to the NBA Finals, but they would not make another appearance until 1988[image: External link] as the Detroit Pistons. No team from Indiana[image: External link] would return to the NBA Finals until the Indiana Pacers did so in 2000[image: External link].



	 
	Division Semifinals
	
	Division Finals
	
	NBA Finals



	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	
	
	 
	
	 



	
	 
	1
	 Fort Wayne
	3
	 



	
	Western Division



	
	 
	 
	3
	 St. Louis
	2
	 



	
	3
	 St. Louis
	2



	



	 
	2
	 Minneapolis
	1
	 



	
	 
	 
	W1
	 Fort Wayne
	1



	
	 
	E1
	 Philadelphia
	4



	 
	
	 
	
	 



	
	
	 
	
	 



	
	
	1
	 Philadelphia
	3



	
	Eastern Division



	
	 
	 
	3
	 Syracuse
	2
	 



	
	3
	 Syracuse
	2



	



	 
	2
	 Boston
	1
	 








[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Western Division Tie Breakers




St. Louis Hawks vs. Minneapolis Lakers: Lakers win series 1-0


	
Game 1 @ St. Louis (March 16): Minneapolis 103, St. Louis 97



Minneapolis defeats St. Louis for #2 seed in West. St. Louis gets #3.
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 Eastern Division Tie Breakers




Syracuse Nationals vs. New York Knicks: Nationals win series 1-0


	
Game 1 @ Syracuse (March 15): Syracuse 82, New York 77



Syracuse defeats New York for #3 seed in East.
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Champion: Fort Wayne Pistons

Division Semifinals

(1) Fort Wayne Pistons have division semifinals byes.

(2) Minneapolis Lakers vs. (3) St. Louis Hawks: Hawks win series 2-1


	
Game 1 @ St. Louis (March 17): St. Louis 116, Minneapolis 115

	
Game 2 @ Minneapolis (March 19): Minneapolis 133, St. Louis 75

	
Game 3 @ Minneapolis (March 21): St. Louis 116, Minneapolis 115 (George Mikan[image: External link]’s final NBA game)



Division Finals

(1) Fort Wayne Pistons vs. (3) St. Louis Hawks: Pistons win series 3-2


	
Game 1 @ Fort Wayne (March 22): St. Louis 86, Fort Wayne 85

	
Game 2 @ St. Louis (March 24): St. Louis 84, Fort Wayne 74

	
Game 3 @ Fort Wayne (March 25): Fort Wayne 107, St. Louis 84

	
Game 4 @ St. Louis (March 27): Fort Wayne 93, St. Louis 84

	
Game 5 @ Fort Wayne (March 29): Fort Wayne 102, St. Louis 97 (Pistons become first team to come back after from a 2–0 deficit in NBA Playoffs)
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Champion: Philadelphia Warriors

Division Semifinals

(1) Philadelphia Warriors have division semifinals byes.

(2) Boston Celtics vs. (3) Syracuse Nationals: Nationals win series 2-1


	
Game 1 @ Boston (March 17): Boston 110, Syracuse 93

	
Game 2 @ Syracuse (March 19): Syracuse 101, Boston 98

	
Game 3 @ Boston (March 21): Syracuse 102, Boston 97



Division Finals

(1) Philadelphia Warriors vs. (3) Syracuse Nationals: Warriors win series 3-2


	
Game 1 @ Philadelphia (March 23): Philadelphia 109, Syracuse 87

	
Game 2 @ Syracuse (March 25): Syracuse 122, Philadelphia 118

	
Game 3 @ Philadelphia (March 27): Philadelphia 119, Syracuse 96

	
Game 4 @ Syracuse (March 28): Syracuse 108, Philadelphia 104

	
Game 5 @ Philadelphia (March 29): Philadelphia 109, Syracuse 104
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 NBA Finals




See: 1956 NBA Finals


(1) Philadelphia Warriors vs. (1) Fort Wayne Pistons: Warriors win series 4-1


	
Game 1 @ Philadelphia (March 31): Philadelphia 98, Fort Wayne 94

	
Game 2 @ Fort Wayne (April 1): Fort Wayne 84, Philadelphia 83

	
Game 3 @ Philadelphia (April 3): Philadelphia 100, Fort Wayne 96

	
Game 4 @ Fort Wayne (April 5): Philadelphia 107, Fort Wayne 105

	
Game 5 @ Philadelphia (April 7): Philadelphia 99, Fort Wayne 88
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1964 NBA Playoffs





The 1964 NBA Playoffs[image: External link] was the postseason tournament of the National Basketball Association's 1963–64 season. The tournament concluded with the Eastern Division champion Boston Celtics defeating the Western Division champion San Francisco Warriors[image: External link] 4 games to 1 in the NBA Finals.

Boston earned their 6th straight and 7th overall NBA title, as they continued to dominate the decade; except for 1967, they won every NBA title in the 1960s.

This was the San Francisco Warriors' first trip to the NBA Finals since 1956 when they were based in Philadelphia; they would make a repeat appearance in 1967 and (as the Golden State Warriors) would earn the franchise's third championship in 1975.

The Philadelphia 76ers earned their first playoff appearance in their new city; they had been founded as the independent Syracuse Nationals in 1939 and joined the NBL in 1946.
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 Western Division




Champion: San Francisco Warriors[image: External link]

Division Semifinals

(1) San Francisco Warriors have division semifinals byes.

(2) St. Louis Hawks vs. (3) Los Angeles Lakers: Hawks win series 3-2


	
Game 1 @ St. Louis (March 21): St. Louis 115, Los Angeles 104

	
Game 2 @ St. Louis (March 22): St. Louis 106, Los Angeles 90

	
Game 3 @ Los Angeles (March 25): Los Angeles 107, St. Louis 105

	
Game 4 @ Los Angeles (March 28): Los Angeles 97, St. Louis 88

	
Game 5 @ St. Louis (March 30): St. Louis 121, Los Angeles 108



Division Finals

(1) San Francisco Warriors[image: External link] vs. (2) St. Louis Hawks: Warriors win series 4-3


	
Game 1 @ San Francisco (April 1): St. Louis 116, San Francisco 111

	
Game 2 @ San Francisco (April 3): San Francisco 120, St. Louis 85

	
Game 3 @ St. Louis (April 5): St. Louis 113, San Francisco 109

	
Game 4 @ St. Louis (April 8): San Francisco 111, St. Louis 109

	
Game 5 @ San Francisco (April 10): San Francisco 121, St. Louis 97

	
Game 6 @ St. Louis (April 12): St. Louis 123, San Francisco 95

	
Game 7 @ San Francisco (April 16): San Francisco 105, St. Louis 95
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 Eastern Division




Champion: Boston Celtics

Division Semifinals

(1) Boston Celtics have division semifinals byes.

(2) Cincinnati Royals[image: External link] vs. (3) Philadelphia 76ers: Royals win series 3-2


	
Game 1 @ Cincinnati (March 22): Cincinnati 127, Philadelphia 102

	
Game 2 @ Philadelphia (March 24): Philadelphia 122, Cincinnati 114

	
Game 3 @ Cincinnati (March 25): Cincinnati 101, Philadelphia 89

	
Game 4 @ Philadelphia (March 28): Philadelphia 129, Cincinnati 120

	
Game 5 @ Cincinnati (March 29): Cincinnati 130, Philadelphia 124



Division Finals

(1) Boston Celtics vs. (2) Cincinnati Royals[image: External link]: Celtics win series 4-1


	
Game 1 @ Boston (March 31): Boston 103, Cincinnati 87

	
Game 2 @ Boston (April 2): Boston 101, Cincinnati 90

	
Game 3 @ Cincinnati (April 5): Boston 102, Cincinnati 92

	
Game 4 @ Cincinnati (April 7): Cincinnati 102, Boston 93

	
Game 5 @ Boston (April 9): Boston 109, Cincinnati 95
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 NBA Finals




See: 1964 NBA Finals


(1) Boston Celtics vs. (1) San Francisco Warriors[image: External link]: Celtics win series 4-1


	
Game 1 @ Boston (April 18): Boston 108, San Francisco 96

	
Game 2 @ Boston (April 20): Boston 124, San Francisco 101

	
Game 3 @ San Francisco (April 22): San Francisco 115, Boston 91

	
Game 4 @ San Francisco (April 24): Boston 98, San Francisco 95

	
Game 5 @ Boston (April 26): Boston 105, San Francisco 99 (Frank Ramsey[image: External link]'s final NBA game)
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1967 NBA Playoffs





The 1967 NBA Playoffs[image: External link] was the postseason tournament of the National Basketball Association's 1966-67 season[image: External link]. The tournament concluded with the Eastern Division champion Philadelphia 76ers defeating the Western Division champion San Francisco Warriors[image: External link] 4 games to 2 in the NBA Finals.

It was the 76ers' second NBA title in franchise history; their first had come in 1955[image: External link] as the Syracuse Nationals.

The Boston Celtics were denied the chance to win their ninth straight championship, though they would win the title the following two seasons.

The expansion Chicago Bulls[image: External link] made the playoffs in their debut season, and the New York Knicks returned to the postseason for the first time since 1959[image: External link]. It is the longest gap in Knicks franchise history, a record they matched when they missed the playoffs starting in 2004[image: External link] and ending in 2011[image: External link].

The 1967 NBA Playoffs marked a change in the league's playoff format; every tournament since 1955 had given the top-ranked team in each division a first-round bye, but starting this season, the NBA upped the number of playoff teams to eight, thereby eliminating a first-round bye for the regular-season division champions.
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 Western Division




Champion: San Francisco Warriors[image: External link]

Division Semifinals

(1) San Francisco Warriors[image: External link] vs. (3) Los Angeles Lakers: Warriors win series 3-0


	
Game 1 @ San Francisco (March 21): San Francisco 124, Los Angeles 108

	
Game 2 @ Los Angeles (March 23): San Francisco 113, Los Angeles 102

	
Game 3 @ San Francisco (March 26): San Francisco 122, Los Angeles 115



(2) St. Louis Hawks vs. (4) Chicago Bulls[image: External link]: Hawks win series 3-0


	
Game 1 @ St. Louis (March 21): St. Louis 114, Chicago 100

	
Game 2 @ Chicago (March 23): St. Louis 113, Chicago 107

	
Game 3 @ St. Louis (March 25): St. Louis 119, Chicago 106



Division Finals

(1) San Francisco Warriors[image: External link] vs. (2) St. Louis Hawks: Warriors win series 4-2


	
Game 1 @ San Francisco (March 30): San Francisco 117, St. Louis 115

	
Game 2 @ San Francisco (April 1): San Francisco 143, St. Louis 136

	
Game 3 @ St. Louis (April 5): St. Louis 115, San Francisco 109

	
Game 4 @ St. Louis (April 8): St. Louis 109, San Francisco 104

	
Game 5 @ San Francisco (April 10): San Francisco 123, St. Louis 102

	
Game 6 @ St. Louis (April 12): San Francisco 112, St. Louis 107
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 Eastern Division




Champion: Philadelphia 76ers

Division Semifinals

(1) Philadelphia 76ers vs. (3) Cincinnati Royals[image: External link]: 76ers win series 3-1


	
Game 1 @ Philadelphia (March 21): Cincinnati 120, Philadelphia 116

	
Game 2 @ Cincinnati (March 22): Philadelphia 123, Cincinnati 102

	
Game 3 @ Philadelphia (March 24): Philadelphia 121, Cincinnati 106

	
Game 4 @ Cincinnati (March 25): Philadelphia 112, Cincinnati 94



(2) Boston Celtics vs. (4) New York Knicks: Celtics win series 3-1


	
Game 1 @ Boston (March 21): Boston 140, New York 110

	
Game 2 @ New York (March 25): Boston 115, New York 108

	
Game 3 @ Boston (March 26): New York 123, Boston 112

	
Game 4 @ New York (March 28): Boston 118, New York 109



Division Finals

(1) Philadelphia 76ers vs. (2) Boston Celtics: 76ers win series 4-1


	
Game 1 @ Philadelphia (March 31): Philadelphia 127, Boston 113 (Wilt Chamberlain's unofficial quadruple-double)

	
Game 2 @ Boston (April 2): Philadelphia 107, Boston 102 (OT)

	
Game 3 @ Philadelphia (April 5): Philadelphia 115, Boston 104 (Wilt Chamberlain grabs an NBA playoff record 41 rebounds)

	
Game 4 @ Boston (April 9): Boston 121, Philadelphia 117

	
Game 5 @ Philadelphia (April 11): Philadelphia 140, Boston 116 (K.C. Jones[image: External link]'s final NBA game)
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 NBA Finals




See: 1967 NBA Finals


(1) Philadelphia 76ers vs. (1) San Francisco Warriors[image: External link]: 76ers win series 4-2


	
Game 1 @ Philadelphia (April 14): Philadelphia 141, San Francisco 135 (OT)

	
Game 2 @ Philadelphia (April 16): Philadelphia 126, San Francisco 95

	
Game 3 @ San Francisco (April 18): San Francisco 130, Philadelphia 124

	
Game 4 @ San Francisco (April 20): Philadelphia 122, San Francisco 108

	
Game 5 @ Philadelphia (April 23): San Francisco 117, Philadelphia 109

	
Game 6 @ San Francisco (April 24): Philadelphia 125, San Francisco 122
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1975 NBA Playoffs





The 1975 NBA Playoffs[image: External link] was the postseason tournament of the National Basketball Association's 1974–75 season. The tournament concluded with the Western Conference[image: External link] champion Golden State Warriors defeating the Eastern Conference[image: External link] champion Washington Bullets 4 games to 0 in the NBA Finals. Rick Barry was named NBA Finals MVP.

The Warriors won their third NBA title, first since 1956 as the Philadelphia Warriors, and most recent until 2015.

The playoff format was revised again, as the result of which the first two finishers in each division were guaranteed playoff berths, along with the best third-place team from each conference. Once each conference's qualifiers were selected, they were seeded 1–5, with the fourth and fifth seeds playing a best-of-three series, with the victor advancing to play the first seed in a best-of-seven semifinal, while the second and third seeds played the other semifinal.

The eight-year-old Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link] made their playoff debut, winning the first playoff series in franchise history against the Detroit Pistons. Seattle would go on to make consecutive NBA Finals appearances in 1978[image: External link] and 1979[image: External link], winning the championship the latter year.

The Kansas City-Omaha Kings[image: External link] made their first playoff appearance since 1967 as the Cincinnati Royals, and the Houston Rockets made their first playoff appearance since 1969 as the San Diego Rockets.

The 1975 playoffs expanded the number of playoff qualifiers to 10; it would be expanded again to 12 in 1977 and again to its current number of 16 in 1984[image: External link].

At the time, this was the closest the Chicago Bulls[image: External link] came to an NBA title, losing to the Warriors in the Western Conference Finals 4–3. This was their last Conference Finals appearance as a Western Conference team. They would move to the Eastern Conference (where they remain today) in 1980. They would not reach the East Finals until 1989[image: External link], and would not win a title until 1991.
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 Western Conference




Champion: Golden State Warriors

1st Round

(1) Golden State Warriors, (2) Chicago Bulls & (3) Kansas City Kings have first round byes.

(4) Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link] vs. (5) Detroit Pistons: Sonics win series 2-1


	
Game 1 @ Seattle (April 8): Seattle 90, Detroit 77

	
Game 2 @ Detroit (April 10): Detroit 122, Seattle 106

	
Game 3 @ Seattle (April 12): Seattle 100, Detroit 93



Conference Semifinals

(1) Golden State Warriors vs. (4) Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]: Warriors win series 4-2


	
Game 1 @ Golden State (April 14): Golden State 123, Seattle 96

	
Game 2 @ Golden State (April 16): Seattle 100, Golden State 99

	
Game 3 @ Seattle (April 17): Golden State 105, Seattle 96

	
Game 4 @ Seattle (April 19): Seattle 111, Golden State 94

	
Game 5 @ Golden State (April 22): Golden State 124, Seattle 100

	
Game 6 @ Seattle (April 24): Golden State 105, Seattle 96



(2) Chicago Bulls[image: External link] vs. (3) Kansas City-Omaha Kings[image: External link]: Bulls win series 4-2


	
Game 1 @ Chicago (April 9): Chicago 95, Kansas City-Omaha 89

	
Game 2 @ Kansas City (April 13): Kansas City-Omaha 102, Chicago 95

	
Game 3 @ Chicago (April 16): Chicago 93, Kansas City-Omaha 90

	
Game 4 @ Kansas City (April 18): Kansas City-Omaha 104, Chicago 100 (OT)

	
Game 5 @ Chicago (April 20): Chicago 104, Kansas City-Omaha 77

	
Game 6 @ Kansas City (April 23): Chicago 101, Kansas City-Omaha 89



Conference Finals

(1) Golden State Warriors vs. (2) Chicago Bulls[image: External link]: Warriors win series 4-3


	
Game 1 @ Golden State (April 27): Golden State 107, Chicago 89

	
Game 2 @ Chicago (April 30): Chicago 90, Golden State 89

	
Game 3 @ Chicago (May 4): Chicago 108, Golden State 101

	
Game 4 @ Golden State (May 6): Golden State 111, Chicago 106

	
Game 5 @ Golden State (May 8): Chicago 89, Golden State 79

	
Game 6 @ Chicago (May 11): Golden State 86, Chicago 72

	
Game 7 @ Golden State (May 14): Golden State 83, Chicago 79
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 Eastern Conference




Champion: Washington Bullets

1st Round

(1) Boston Celtics, (2) Washington Bullets & (3) Buffalo Braves have first round byes.

(4) Houston Rockets vs. (5) New York Knicks: Rockets win series 2-1


	
Game 1 @ Houston (April 8): Houston 99, New York 84

	
Game 2 @ New York (April 10): New York 106, Houston 96

	
Game 3 @ Houston (April 12): Houston 118, New York 86



Conference Semifinals

(1) Boston Celtics vs. (4) Houston Rockets: Celtics win series 4-1


	
Game 1 @ Boston (April 14): Boston 123, Houston 106

	
Game 2 @ Boston (April 16): Boston 112, Houston 100

	
Game 3 @ Houston (April 19): Houston 117, Boston 102

	
Game 4 @ Houston (April 22): Boston 122, Houston 117

	
Game 5 @ Boston (April 24): Boston 128, Houston 115



(2) Washington Bullets vs. (3) Buffalo Braves[image: External link]: Bullets win series 4-3


	
Game 1 @ Washington (April 10): Buffalo 113, Washington 102

	
Game 2 @ Buffalo (April 12): Washington 120, Buffalo 106

	
Game 3 @ Washington (April 16): Washington 111, Buffalo 96

	
Game 4 @ Buffalo (April 18): Buffalo 108, Washington 102

	
Game 5 @ Washington (April 20): Washington 97, Buffalo 93

	
Game 6 @ Buffalo (April 23): Buffalo 102, Washington 96

	
Game 7 @ Washington (April 25): Washington 115, Buffalo 96



Note: Bob McAdoo[image: External link] scored 50 points in Game 4 for the Braves.

Conference Finals

(1) Boston Celtics vs. (2) Washington Bullets: Bullets win series 4-2


	
Game 1 @ Boston (April 27): Washington 100, Boston 95

	
Game 2 @ Washington (April 30): Washington 117, Boston 92

	
Game 3 @ Boston (May 3): Boston 101, Washington 90

	
Game 4 @ Washington (May 7): Washington 119, Boston 108

	
Game 5 @ Boston (May 9): Boston 103, Washington 99

	
Game 6 @ Washington (May 11): Washington 98, Boston 92
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 NBA Finals




See: 1975 NBA Finals


(2) Washington Bullets vs. (1) Golden State Warriors: Warriors win series 4-0


	
Game 1 @ Washington (May 18): Golden State 101, Washington 95

	
Game 2 @ Golden State (May 20): Golden State 92, Washington 91

	
Game 3 @ Golden State (May 23): Golden State 109, Washington 101

	
Game 4 @ Washington (May 25): Golden State 96, Washington 95
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2016 NBA Playoffs





The 2016 NBA Playoffs[image: External link] were the postseason tournament of the National Basketball Association (NBA)'s 2015–16 season[image: External link]. The tournament ended with the Eastern Conference[image: External link] champion Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link] defeating the Western Conference[image: External link] champion Golden State Warriors 4 games to 3 in the NBA Finals. LeBron James was named NBA Finals MVP.
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 Overview





	The Golden State Warriors entered the playoffs with the best regular-season record in NBA history. The Warriors won 73 games, breaking the previous record of 72 wins set by the Chicago Bulls[image: External link] in the 1995–96[image: External link] season. Golden State appeared in their fourth consecutive postseason for the first time since making six straight appearances from 1947–52. However, they lost to the Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link] in the NBA Finals.

	The San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] finished just six games behind the Warriors for the best record in the NBA, but entered their 19th consecutive postseason, having just one home loss in the regular season, along with a new single-season franchise record for wins. The Spurs' 40–1 home record equaled the feat set by the 1985–86 Boston Celtics[image: External link]. However, they lost in the Conference Semifinals to the Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link].

	The Toronto Raptors[image: External link] also finished with a franchise record for single-season victories, winning 56 games. They finished one game shy of the Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link] for the best record in the Eastern Conference[image: External link].

	The Detroit Pistons[image: External link] qualified for the playoffs for the first time since 2009[image: External link]. Four other franchises (Miami Heat[image: External link], Charlotte Hornets[image: External link], Indiana Pacers[image: External link], and Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]) returned to the playoffs after a one-season absence.

	For the first time since 1999[image: External link], all teams from the Eastern Conference finished with a better record against at least one team from the Western Conference. In addition, all Eastern Conference teams finished with records over .500 for the first time since 2012[image: External link].

	Game 7 between the Raptors and Pacers and the Heat and Hornets ensured a 17th straight postseason in which at least one Game 7 was played; 1999[image: External link] was the last postseason to not feature a Game 7.

	With their Game 7 win over the Pacers, the Raptors won their first playoff series since 2001[image: External link].

	The Cleveland Cavaliers became the fifth team (since the first round was extended to a best-of-seven series in 2003) to go 8–0 through the first two rounds and the first to do it twice; they first did so in 2009[image: External link]. They also became the first team in NBA history to go 8–0 in the first two rounds, and qualify to play in the NBA Finals.

	The Cavaliers' series victory over the Atlanta Hawks marked the sixth consecutive year that LeBron James played in the Eastern Conference finals. James played in the Conference finals with the Miami Heat[image: External link] from 2011–14, and with the Cavaliers in 2015.

	The Cavaliers' series victory over the Toronto Raptors marked the sixth consecutive NBA Finals appearance for LeBron James. He became the first player since the 1960s to accomplish this feat.

	For the first time since 2010[image: External link], no Texas team was represented in the Western Conference finals.

	Game 7 of the Eastern Conference semifinals between the Toronto Raptors[image: External link] and Miami Heat marked the first time since 2001[image: External link] that two teams that played a Game 7 in the previous round of the playoffs faced off against each other in another Game 7 in the next round.

	With their Game 7 win over the Miami Heat, the Toronto Raptors advanced to the Conference finals for the first time in their history. This meant they also became the first Canadian-based and non-U.S. team to do so.

	Game 3 of the Eastern Conference finals between the Toronto Raptors and the Cleveland Cavaliers was Toronto's first ever Eastern Conference finals win.

	Game 4 of the Western Conference finals marked the first time that the Golden State Warriors had lost consecutive games during the season.

	The Western Conference finals went to a Game 7 for the first time since 2002[image: External link], when the Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] defeated the Sacramento Kings[image: External link] in overtime.

	With their 96–88 victory over the Thunder in Game 7 of the Western Conference finals, it would be the second consecutive season a NBA team rallied from a 3–1 series deficit to win the series and the Warriors became the tenth team in NBA playoff history to do this and the first to do so in the Conference finals since the 1981[image: External link] Boston Celtics[image: External link].

	With their 104–89 and 110–77 wins over Cleveland in Game 1 and 2 of the NBA Finals[image: External link], the Warriors posted the highest winning margin in the first two games in the NBA Finals with an +48 point differential.

	The NBA Finals went to a Game 7 for the first time since 2013[image: External link], when the Miami Heat defeated the San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] 95–88.

	The Warriors lost Game 7 to become the first team to overcome a 3–1 series deficit and blow a 3–1 series lead in the same playoffs.

	The Cavaliers became the 11th team to overcome a 3–1 series deficit and the first to do so in the NBA Finals. It is also the first time in playoff history two NBA teams rallied from a 3–1 deficit in the same year.

	The title was clinched on Father's Day[image: External link] for the fourth time in NBA history (the previous occurrences were in 1996[image: External link], 2003[image: External link], and 2014[image: External link]).

	The Cavaliers became the first team to win Game 7 of the NBA Finals on the road since the 1978[image: External link] Washington Bullets[image: External link] accomplished the feat against the Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link].

	The title that the Cavaliers won marked the first time since 2014[image: External link] that when both teams made back-to-back Finals appearances, the team that lost in the Finals the year before won the title the next year.
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 Format




Within each conference, the eight teams with the most wins qualify for the playoffs. The seedings[image: External link] are based on each team's record.

Each conference's bracket is fixed; there is no reseeding. All rounds are best-of-seven series; the team that has four wins advances to the next round. As stated above, all rounds, including the NBA Finals, are in a 2–2–1–1–1 format. Home court advantage in any round does not necessarily belong to the higher-seeded team, but instead to the team with the better regular season record. If two teams with the same record meet in a round, standard tiebreaker rules are used. The rule for determining home court advantage in the NBA Finals is winning percentage, then head to head record, followed by record vs. opposite conference.
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 Seeding




On September 8, 2015, the NBA announced changes to how playoff teams were seeded. Previously, the division champions were guaranteed no worse than the fourth seed, while the team with the second-best record in the conference was guaranteed no worse than the second seed even if it wasn't a division champion. Starting with the 2016 playoffs, the eight playoff qualifiers in each conference will be seeded solely based on regular-season record. If two teams finish with identical records, the team that wins the regular-season series will get the higher seed. If the regular-season series is tied and one of the teams is a division champion, the division champion will get the higher seed.[1]
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 Playoff qualifying




On February 27, 2016, The Golden State Warriors became the first team to clinch a playoff spot.[2] This was the earliest a team had clinched a playoff spot in February since the 1987–88 Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link].[3] The Cleveland Cavaliers became the first Eastern Conference team to clinch a playoff spot on March 18, 2016.
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 Eastern Conference






	Seed
	Team
	Record
	Clinched



	Playoff berth
	Division title
	Best record

in Conference
	Best record

in NBA



	1
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	57–25
	March 18
	March 21[4]
	April 11
	—



	2
	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	56–26
	March 23
	March 31[5]
	—
	—



	3
	Miami Heat[image: External link][a]
	48–34
	April 2
	April 13
	—
	—



	4
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link][a]
	48–34
	March 29
	—
	—
	—



	5
	Boston Celtics[image: External link][a]
	48–34
	April 3
	—
	—
	—



	6
	Charlotte Hornets[image: External link][a]
	48–34
	April 2
	—
	—
	—



	7
	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	45–37
	April 10
	—
	—
	—



	8
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	44–38
	April 8
	—
	—
	—
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 Western Conference






	Seed
	Team
	Record
	Clinched



	Playoff berth
	Division title
	Best record

in Conference
	Best record

in NBA



	1
	Golden State Warriors
	73–9
	February 27[6]
	March 13[7]
	April 7
	April 7



	2
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	67–15
	March 2[8]
	March 12
	—
	—



	3
	Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]
	55–27
	March 18
	March 20
	—
	—



	4
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	53–29
	March 27
	—
	—
	—



	5
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	44–38
	April 6
	—
	—
	—



	6
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link][b]
	42–40
	April 11
	—
	—
	—



	7
	Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link][b]
	42–40
	April 7
	—
	—
	—



	8
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	41–41
	April 13
	—
	—
	—





	Notes





	
^ a b c d Miami won the Southeast Division over Atlanta and Charlotte, and therefore clinched the #3 seed, by having the best record of the three teams in games against each other (5–3 record vs. Atlanta & Charlotte).

Atlanta, Boston, and Charlotte were seeded based on record in games against each other (Atlanta: 6–2, Boston: 3–4, Charlotte: 2–5).


	
^ a b Dallas clinched #6 seed over Memphis based on 3–1 record in head-to-head games in regular season.
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 Bracket




Teams in bold advanced to the next round. The numbers to the left of each team indicate the team's seeding in its conference, and the numbers to the right indicate the number of games the team won in that round. The division champions are marked by an asterisk. Teams with home court advantage are shown in Italics.
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	All times are in Eastern Daylight Time[image: External link] ( UTC−04:00[image: External link])
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 (1) Cleveland Cavaliers vs. (8) Detroit Pistons
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April 17

3:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Detroit Pistons 101, Cleveland Cavaliers 106




	
Scoring by quarter: 25–27, 33–26, 20–23, 23–30




	
Pts: Kentavious Caldwell-Pope[image: External link] 21

Rebs: Andre Drummond[image: External link] 11

Asts: Reggie Jackson[image: External link] 7
	
	
Pts: Kyrie Irving[image: External link] 31

Rebs: Kevin Love[image: External link] 13

Asts: LeBron James 11



	Cleveland leads series, 1–0






	

Quicken Loans Arena[image: External link], Cleveland[image: External link], Ohio[image: External link]

Attendance: 20,562

Referees: Derrick Stafford, Leroy Richardson, Zach Zarba[image: External link]














	
TNT[image: External link]








	
April 20

8:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Detroit Pistons 90, Cleveland Cavaliers 107




	
Scoring by quarter: 28–23, 25–32, 15–27, 22–25




	
Pts: Andre Drummond[image: External link] 20

Rebs: Caldwell-Pope[image: External link], Harris[image: External link] 8 each

Asts: Reggie Jackson[image: External link] 6
	
	
Pts: LeBron James 27

Rebs: Kevin Love[image: External link] 10

Asts: Matthew Dellavedova[image: External link] 9



	Cleveland leads series, 2–0






	

Quicken Loans Arena[image: External link], Cleveland[image: External link], Ohio[image: External link]

Attendance: 20,562

Referees: Ken Mauer[image: External link], Kane Fitzgerald, Brian Forte













	
ESPN[image: External link]








	
April 22

7:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Cleveland Cavaliers 101, Detroit Pistons 91



	
Scoring by quarter: 24–27, 30–26, 25–20, 22–18



	
Pts: Kyrie Irving[image: External link] 26

Rebs: LeBron James 13

Asts: LeBron James 7
	
	
Pts: Kentavious Caldwell-Pope[image: External link] 18

Rebs: Drummond[image: External link], Harris[image: External link] 7 each

Asts: Reggie Jackson[image: External link] 12



	Cleveland leads series, 3–0






	

The Palace of Auburn Hills[image: External link], Auburn Hills, Michigan[image: External link]

Attendance: 21,584

Referees: Monty McCutchen[image: External link], Jason Phillips, Michael Smih













	
TNT[image: External link]








	
April 24

8:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Cleveland Cavaliers 100, Detroit Pistons 98



	
Scoring by quarter: 25–28, 28–24, 28–26, 19–20




	
Pts: Kyrie Irving[image: External link] 31

Rebs: Kevin Love[image: External link] 13

Asts: LeBron James 6
	
	
Pts: Marcus Morris[image: External link] 24

Rebs: Tobias Harris[image: External link] 13

Asts: Reggie Jackson[image: External link] 12



	Cleveland wins series, 4–0






	

The Palace of Auburn Hills[image: External link], Auburn Hills, Michigan[image: External link]

Attendance: 21,584

Referees: Marc Davis, Bill Kennedy[image: External link], Courtney Kirkland










In Game 3, Kyrie Irving hit the tough corner 3 late in the 4th quarter, with only 0.7 seconds remaining on the shot clock. In Game 4, Irving also hit a three to give the Cavaliers a 4-point lead with less than a minute left. Reggie Jackson would then drive and dunk the ball to cut the lead to 2. As Irving attempted another clutch 3, it went short and the players scrambled for the ball until the Pistons came up with it. As they looked for a 3 to force Game 5, or a 2 to send it to overtime, they look to Reggie Jackson. He took a 3 over Irving, but that went short as well, and the Cavaliers move on to the second round.



	Regular-season series



	Detroit won 3–1 in the regular-season series



	



	
November 17, 2015








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Cleveland Cavaliers 99, Detroit Pistons 104







	

The Palace of Auburn Hills[image: External link], Auburn Hills, Michigan[image: External link]














	
January 29, 2016








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Cleveland Cavaliers 114, Detroit Pistons 106






	

The Palace of Auburn Hills[image: External link], Auburn Hills, Michigan[image: External link]














	
February 22, 2016








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Detroit Pistons 96, Cleveland Cavaliers 88






	

Quicken Loans Arena[image: External link], Cleveland[image: External link], Ohio[image: External link]














	
April 13, 2016








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Detroit Pistons 112, Cleveland Cavaliers 110 (OT)






	

Quicken Loans Arena[image: External link], Cleveland[image: External link], Ohio[image: External link]
















This was the fourth playoff meeting between these two teams, with the Cavaliers winning two out of the first three meetings.



	Previous playoffs series



	Cleveland leads 2–1 in all-time playoff series



	



	
2006








	






	
Detroit Pistons 4, Cleveland Cavaliers 3






	
2006 Eastern Conference Semifinals[image: External link]













	
2007








	






	
Detroit Pistons 2, Cleveland Cavaliers 4







	
2007 Eastern Conference Finals[image: External link]













	
2009








	






	
Cleveland Cavaliers 4, Detroit Pistons 0






	
2009 Eastern Conference First Round[image: External link]
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 (2) Toronto Raptors vs. (7) Indiana Pacers







	
ESPN[image: External link]








	
April 16

12:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Indiana Pacers 100, Toronto Raptors 90



	
Scoring by quarter: 19–24, 24–21, 27–22, 30–23



	
Pts: Paul George[image: External link] 39

Rebs: Lavoy Allen[image: External link] 12

Asts: Paul George[image: External link] 6
	
	
Pts: Cory Joseph[image: External link] 18

Rebs: Jonas Valančiūnas[image: External link] 19

Asts: Kyle Lowry[image: External link] 7



	Indiana leads series, 1–0






	

Air Canada Centre[image: External link], Toronto[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link]

Attendance: 19,800

Referees: Scott Foster, Tony Brothers[image: External link], Josh Tiven













	
NBA TV








	
April 18

7:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Indiana Pacers 87, Toronto Raptors 98




	
Scoring by quarter: 16–27, 32–26, 18–21, 21–24




	
Pts: Paul George[image: External link] 28

Rebs: Solomon Hill[image: External link] 6

Asts: Ellis, Lawson[image: External link] 3 each
	
	
Pts: Jonas Valančiūnas[image: External link] 23

Rebs: Jonas Valančiūnas[image: External link] 15

Asts: Kyle Lowry[image: External link] 9



	Series tied, 1–1






	

Air Canada Centre[image: External link], Toronto[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link]

Attendance: 19,800

Referees: Monty McCutchen[image: External link], Tony Brown, Jason Phillips













	
NBA TV








	
April 21

7:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Toronto Raptors 101, Indiana Pacers 85



	
Scoring by quarter: 24–17, 29–19, 18–23, 30–26



	
Pts: DeRozan[image: External link], Lowry[image: External link] 21 each

Rebs: Jonas Valančiūnas[image: External link] 14

Asts: Kyle Lowry[image: External link] 8
	
	
Pts: Paul George[image: External link] 25

Rebs: Paul George[image: External link] 10

Asts: Paul George[image: External link] 6



	Toronto leads series, 2–1






	

Bankers Life Fieldhouse[image: External link], Indianapolis[image: External link]

Attendance: 18,165

Referees: James Capers, Bennie Adams[image: External link], Rodney Mott













	
TNT[image: External link]








	
April 23

3:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Toronto Raptors 83, Indiana Pacers 100




	
Scoring by quarter: 16–28, 26–29, 16–16, 25–27




	
Pts: Jonas Valančiūnas[image: External link] 16

Rebs: Bismack Biyombo[image: External link] 9

Asts: Kyle Lowry[image: External link] 5
	
	
Pts: Hill[image: External link], Mahinmi[image: External link] 22 each

Rebs: Ian Mahinmi[image: External link] 10

Asts: Ian Mahinmi[image: External link] 5



	Series tied, 2–2






	

Bankers Life Fieldhouse[image: External link], Indianapolis[image: External link]

Attendance: 18,165

Referees: Dan Crawford[image: External link], Ron Garretson[image: External link], Bill Spooner













	
TNT[image: External link]








	
April 26

6:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Indiana Pacers 99, Toronto Raptors 102




	
Scoring by quarter: 35–20, 26–32, 29–25, 9–25




	
Pts: Paul George[image: External link] 39

Rebs: George[image: External link], Turner[image: External link] 8 each

Asts: Paul George[image: External link] 8
	
	
Pts: DeMar DeRozan[image: External link] 34

Rebs: Bismack Biyombo[image: External link] 16

Asts: Kyle Lowry[image: External link] 5



	Toronto leads series, 3–2






	

Air Canada Centre[image: External link], Toronto[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link]

Attendance: 19,800

Referees: Marc Davis, Bill Kennedy[image: External link], Zach Zarba[image: External link]














	

ESPNEWS[image: External link]

NBA TV









	
April 29

7:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Toronto Raptors 83, Indiana Pacers 101




	
Scoring by quarter: 22–20, 22–20, 20–31, 19–30




	
Pts: Carroll[image: External link], Joseph[image: External link] 15 each

Rebs: Bismack Biyombo[image: External link] 10

Asts: Kyle Lowry[image: External link] 10
	
	
Pts: Paul George[image: External link] 21

Rebs: Paul George[image: External link] 11

Asts: Paul George[image: External link] 6



	Series tied, 3–3






	

Bankers Life Fieldhouse[image: External link], Indianapolis[image: External link]

Attendance: 18,165

Referees: Mike Callahan, Kane Fitzgerald, John Goble













	
TNT[image: External link]








	
May 1

8:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Indiana Pacers 84, Toronto Raptors 89




	
Scoring by quarter: 23–28, 21–22, 20–28, 20–11



	
Pts: Paul George[image: External link] 26

Rebs: Paul George[image: External link] 12

Asts: Monta Ellis 7
	
	
Pts: DeMar DeRozan[image: External link] 30

Rebs: Jonas Valančiūnas[image: External link] 15

Asts: Kyle Lowry[image: External link] 9



	Toronto wins series, 4–3






	

Air Canada Centre[image: External link], Toronto[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link]

Attendance: 20,669

Referees: Dan Crawford[image: External link], Ron Garretson[image: External link], Bill Spooner












	Regular-season series



	Toronto won 3–1 in the regular-season series



	



	
October 28, 2015








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Indiana Pacers 99, Toronto Raptors 106







	

Air Canada Centre[image: External link], Toronto[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link]














	
December 14, 2015








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Toronto Raptors 90, Indiana Pacers 106







	

Bankers Life Fieldhouse[image: External link], Indianapolis[image: External link]














	
March 17, 2016








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Toronto Raptors 101, Indiana Pacers 94 (OT)






	

Bankers Life Fieldhouse[image: External link], Indianapolis[image: External link]














	
April 8, 2016








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Indiana Pacers 98, Toronto Raptors 111







	

Air Canada Centre[image: External link], Toronto[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link]
















This was the first meeting in the playoffs between the Raptors and Pacers.[10]
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 (3) Miami Heat vs. (6) Charlotte Hornets







	
TNT[image: External link]








	
April 17

5:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Charlotte Hornets 91, Miami Heat[image: External link] 123




	
Scoring by quarter: 22–41, 28–26, 24–30, 17–26




	
Pts: Nicolas Batum[image: External link] 24

Rebs: Cody Zeller[image: External link] 7

Asts: Jeremy Lin 3
	
	
Pts: Luol Deng[image: External link] 31

Rebs: Hassan Whiteside[image: External link] 11

Asts: Goran Dragić[image: External link] 10



	Miami leads series, 1–0






	

American Airlines Arena[image: External link], Miami[image: External link]

Attendance: 19,600

Referees: Ken Mauer[image: External link], Sean Corbin, Ed Malloy













	
NBA TV








	
April 20

7:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Charlotte Hornets 103, Miami Heat[image: External link] 115




	
Scoring by quarter: 29–29, 31–43, 18–19, 25–24



	
Pts: Kemba Walker[image: External link] 29

Rebs: Nicolas Batum[image: External link] 7

Asts: Batum[image: External link], Walker[image: External link] 3 each
	
	
Pts: Dwyane Wade[image: External link] 28

Rebs: Hassan Whiteside[image: External link] 13

Asts: Dwyane Wade[image: External link] 8



	Miami leads series, 2–0






	

American Airlines Arena[image: External link], Miami[image: External link]

Attendance: 19,650

Referees: Marc Davis, Courtney Kirkland, Bill Spooner













	
TNT[image: External link]








	
April 23

5:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Miami Heat[image: External link] 80, Charlotte Hornets 96




	
Scoring by quarter: 28–29, 16–20, 14–26, 22–21



	
Pts: Luol Deng[image: External link] 19

Rebs: Hassan Whiteside[image: External link] 18

Asts: Goran Dragić[image: External link] 4
	
	
Pts: Jeremy Lin 18

Rebs: Marvin Williams[image: External link] 14

Asts: Kemba Walker[image: External link] 7



	Miami leads series, 2–1






	

Time Warner Cable Arena[image: External link], Charlotte, North Carolina[image: External link]

Attendance: 19,604

Referees: Mike Callahan, James Williams, Sean Wright













	
NBA TV








	
April 25

7:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Miami Heat[image: External link] 85, Charlotte Hornets 89




	
Scoring by quarter: 26–19, 13–29, 22–21, 24–20



	
Pts: Joe Johnson[image: External link] 16

Rebs: four players 7 each

Asts: Dwyane Wade[image: External link] 10
	
	
Pts: Kemba Walker[image: External link] 34

Rebs: Spencer Hawes[image: External link] 8

Asts: Jefferson[image: External link], Lin 3 each



	Series tied, 2–2






	

Time Warner Cable Arena[image: External link], Charlotte, North Carolina[image: External link]

Attendance: 19,156

Referees: Dan Crawford[image: External link], Derrick Collins, Ron Garretson[image: External link]














	
TNT[image: External link]








	
April 27

8:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Charlotte Hornets 90, Miami Heat[image: External link] 88



	
Scoring by quarter: 28–25, 21–22, 16–24, 25–17



	
Pts: Marvin Williams[image: External link] 17

Rebs: Marvin Williams[image: External link] 8

Asts: Jeremy Lin 7
	
	
Pts: Dwyane Wade[image: External link] 25

Rebs: Hassan Whiteside[image: External link] 12

Asts: Dwyane Wade[image: External link] 4



	Charlotte leads series, 3–2






	

American Airlines Arena[image: External link], Miami[image: External link]

Attendance: 19,685

Referees: Derrick Stafford, Kane Fitzgerald, Jason Phillips













	
ESPN[image: External link]








	
April 29

8:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Miami Heat[image: External link] 97, Charlotte Hornets 90



	
Scoring by quarter: 27–24, 32–26, 16–20, 22–20



	
Pts: Dwyane Wade[image: External link] 23

Rebs: three players 7 each

Asts: Dwyane Wade[image: External link] 4
	
	
Pts: Kemba Walker[image: External link] 37

Rebs: Al Jefferson[image: External link] 9

Asts: Kemba Walker[image: External link] 5



	Series tied, 3–3






	

Time Warner Cable Arena[image: External link], Charlotte, North Carolina[image: External link]

Attendance: 19,636

Referees: Monty McCutchen[image: External link], Bill Spooner, Tom Washington













	
ABC[image: External link]








	
May 1

1:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Charlotte Hornets 73, Miami Heat[image: External link] 106




	
Scoring by quarter: 18–29, 24–25, 11–29, 20–23




	
Pts: Frank Kaminsky[image: External link] 12

Rebs: Cody Zeller[image: External link] 7

Asts: Kemba Walker[image: External link] 6
	
	
Pts: Goran Dragić[image: External link] 25

Rebs: Hassan Whiteside[image: External link] 12

Asts: three players 4 each



	Miami wins series, 4–3






	

American Airlines Arena[image: External link], Miami[image: External link]

Attendance: 19,868

Referees: Mike Callahan, Bill Kennedy[image: External link], Ed Malloy










With the series tied at two games apiece, Game 5 was a close one. After Kemba Walker[image: External link] misses the stepback jumper over Hassan Whiteside[image: External link], Courtney Lee gets the offensive rebound and hits the clutch 3 with 25.2 seconds left. The Hornets then block 2 shots to seal it. It was their first playoff road win since game 4 of the 2002 playoffs[image: External link] against the Orlando Magic. By then, Charlotte was on the verge of an upset, but in Game 6, Dwyane Wade[image: External link] wouldn't let his team down. Although he hasn't hit a three since December 2015, he hits 2 clutch shots including a three with less than a minute to go, as the series goes back to Miami for a Game 7. There, the Heat closed out the series and advance to the second round, to face the Toronto Raptors, who also moved on to the second round for the first time since 2001.



	Regular-season series



	Tied 2–2 in the regular-season series



	



	
October 28, 2015








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Charlotte Hornets 94, Miami Heat[image: External link] 104







	

American Airlines Arena[image: External link], Miami[image: External link]














	
December 9, 2015








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Miami Heat[image: External link] 81, Charlotte Hornets 99







	

Time Warner Cable Arena[image: External link], Charlotte, North Carolina[image: External link]














	
February 5, 2016








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Miami Heat[image: External link] 98, Charlotte Hornets 95






	

Time Warner Cable Arena[image: External link], Charlotte, North Carolina[image: External link]














	
March 17, 2016








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Charlotte Hornets 109, Miami Heat[image: External link] 106






	

American Airlines Arena[image: External link], Miami[image: External link]
















This was the third playoff meeting between these two teams, with the Heat winning the most recent meeting in 2014.



	Previous playoffs series



	Tied 1–1 in all-time playoff series



	



	
2001








	






	
Miami Heat[image: External link] 0, Charlotte Hornets 3







	
2001 Eastern Conference First Round[image: External link]













	
2014








	






	
Miami Heat[image: External link] 4, Charlotte Bobcats 0






	
2014 Eastern Conference First Round[image: External link]
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 (4) Atlanta Hawks vs. (5) Boston Celtics







	
ESPN[image: External link]








	
April 16

7:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Boston Celtics 101, Atlanta Hawks 102




	
Scoring by quarter: 19–30, 15–21, 31–21, 36–30



	
Pts: Isaiah Thomas[image: External link] 27

Rebs: Jae Crowder[image: External link] 10

Asts: Isaiah Thomas[image: External link] 8
	
	
Pts: Al Horford[image: External link] 24

Rebs: Al Horford[image: External link] 12

Asts: Jeff Teague[image: External link] 12



	Atlanta leads series, 1–0






	

Philips Arena[image: External link], Atlanta[image: External link]

Attendance: 18,980

Referees: James Capers, Derrick Collins, Rodney Mott[image: External link]














	
TNT[image: External link]








	
April 19

7:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Boston Celtics 72, Atlanta Hawks 89




	
Scoring by quarter: 7–24, 21–19, 18–18, 26–28




	
Pts: Isaiah Thomas[image: External link] 16

Rebs: Amir Johnson[image: External link] 8

Asts: three players 3 each
	
	
Pts: Horford[image: External link], Korver 17 each

Rebs: Kent Bazemore[image: External link] 9

Asts: Jeff Teague[image: External link] 6



	Atlanta leads series, 2–0






	

Philips Arena[image: External link], Atlanta[image: External link]

Attendance: 18,972

Referees: Scott Foster, Tony Brothers[image: External link], Josh Tiven













	
ESPN2[image: External link]








	
April 22

8:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Atlanta Hawks 103, Boston Celtics 111




	
Scoring by quarter: 20–37, 25–20, 33–22, 25–32




	
Pts: Jeff Teague[image: External link] 23

Rebs: Al Horford[image: External link] 13

Asts: Al Horford[image: External link] 6
	
	
Pts: Isaiah Thomas[image: External link] 42

Rebs: Jonas Jerebko[image: External link] 12

Asts: Evan Turner[image: External link] 7



	Atlanta leads series, 2–1






	

TD Garden[image: External link], Boston[image: External link]

Attendance: 18,624

Referees: Marc Davis, Eric Lewis, Zach Zarba[image: External link]














	
TNT[image: External link]








	
April 24

6:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Atlanta Hawks 95, Boston Celtics 104 (OT)



	
Scoring by quarter: 21–24, 27–22, 25–24, 19–22, Overtime: 3–12




	
Pts: Paul Millsap[image: External link] 45

Rebs: Paul Millsap[image: External link] 13

Asts: Horford[image: External link], Teague[image: External link] 5 each
	
	
Pts: Isaiah Thomas[image: External link] 28

Rebs: Jonas Jerebko[image: External link] 10

Asts: Thomas[image: External link], Turner[image: External link] 6 each



	Series tied, 2–2






	

TD Garden[image: External link], Boston[image: External link]

Attendance: 18,624

Referees: Monty McCutchen[image: External link], Bennie Adams[image: External link], Jason Phillips













	
TNT[image: External link]








	
April 26

8:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Boston Celtics 83, Atlanta Hawks 110




	
Scoring by quarter: 20–15, 19–32, 23–42, 21–21



	
Pts: Evan Turner[image: External link] 15

Rebs: Jonas Jerebko[image: External link] 8

Asts: Terry Rozier[image: External link] 4
	
	
Pts: Mike Scott[image: External link] 17

Rebs: Horford[image: External link], Millsap[image: External link] 8 each

Asts: Millsap[image: External link], Schröder[image: External link] 6 each



	Atlanta leads series, 3–2






	

Philips Arena[image: External link], Atlanta[image: External link]

Attendance: 18,987

Referees: Mike Callahan, Pat Fraher, John Goble













	
TNT[image: External link]








	
April 28

8:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Atlanta Hawks 104, Boston Celtics 92



	
Scoring by quarter: 20–17, 21–16, 39–26, 24–33




	
Pts: Paul Millsap[image: External link] 17

Rebs: Kyle Korver 9

Asts: Dennis Schröder[image: External link] 8
	
	
Pts: Isaiah Thomas[image: External link] 25

Rebs: Smart[image: External link], Turner[image: External link] 7 each

Asts: Isaiah Thomas[image: External link] 10



	Atlanta wins series, 4–2






	

TD Garden[image: External link], Boston[image: External link]

Attendance: 18,624

Referees: Scott Foster, Tony Brothers, James Williams












	Regular-season series



	Atlanta won 3–1 in the regular-season series



	



	
November 13, 2015








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Atlanta Hawks 93, Boston Celtics 106







	

TD Garden[image: External link], Boston[image: External link]














	
November 24, 2015








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Boston Celtics 97, Atlanta Hawks 121







	

Philips Arena[image: External link], Atlanta[image: External link]














	
December 18, 2015








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Atlanta Hawks 109, Boston Celtics 101






	

TD Garden[image: External link], Boston[image: External link]














	
April 9, 2016








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Boston Celtics 107, Atlanta Hawks 118







	

Philips Arena[image: External link], Atlanta[image: External link]
















This was the 12th playoff meeting between these two teams, with the Celtics winning ten of the first eleven meetings.












	Previous playoff series



	Boston leads 10–1 in all-time playoff series



	



	
1957








	






	
Boston Celtics 4, St. Louis Hawks 3






	
1957 NBA Finals[image: External link]













	
1958








	






	
St. Louis Hawks 4, Boston Celtics 2






	
1958 NBA Finals[image: External link]













	
1960








	






	
Boston Celtics 4, St. Louis Hawks 3






	
1960 NBA Finals[image: External link]













	
1961








	






	
Boston Celtics 4, St. Louis Hawks 1






	
1961 NBA Finals[image: External link]













	
1972








	






	
Boston Celtics 4, Atlanta Hawks 2






	
1972 Eastern Conference First Round[image: External link]













	
1973








	






	
Boston Celtics 4, Atlanta Hawks 2






	
1973 Eastern Conference Semifinals













	
1983








	






	
Boston Celtics 4, Atlanta Hawks 1






	
1983 Eastern Conference First Round[image: External link]













	
1986








	






	
Boston Celtics 4, Atlanta Hawks 1






	
1986 Eastern Conference Semifinals[image: External link]













	
1988








	






	
Boston Celtics 4, Atlanta Hawks 3






	
1988 Eastern Conference Semifinals[image: External link]













	
2008








	






	
Boston Celtics 4, Atlanta Hawks 3






	
2008 Eastern Conference First Round[image: External link]













	
2012








	






	
Boston Celtics 4, Atlanta Hawks 2






	
2012 Eastern Conference First Round[image: External link]
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 Conference Semifinals
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 (1) Cleveland Cavaliers vs. (4) Atlanta Hawks







	
TNT[image: External link]








	
May 2

7:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Atlanta Hawks 93, Cleveland Cavaliers 104




	
Scoring by quarter: 19–30, 22–21, 29–23, 23–30




	
Pts: Dennis Schröder[image: External link] 27

Rebs: Paul Millsap[image: External link] 13

Asts: Dennis Schröder[image: External link] 6
	
	
Pts: LeBron James 25

Rebs: Tristan Thompson[image: External link] 14

Asts: LeBron James 9



	Cleveland leads series, 1–0






	

Quicken Loans Arena[image: External link], Cleveland[image: External link], Ohio[image: External link]

Attendance: 20,562

Referees: Scott Foster, Eric Lewis, Zach Zarba[image: External link]














	
TNT[image: External link]








	
May 4

8:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Atlanta Hawks 98, Cleveland Cavaliers 123




	
Scoring by quarter: 20–35, 18–39, 32–32, 28–17



	
Pts: Paul Millsap[image: External link] 16

Rebs: Paul Millsap[image: External link] 11

Asts: Jeff Teague[image: External link] 6
	
	
Pts: LeBron James 27

Rebs: Kevin Love[image: External link] 13

Asts: Dellavedova[image: External link], Irving[image: External link] 6 each



	Cleveland leads series, 2–0






	

Quicken Loans Arena[image: External link], Cleveland[image: External link], Ohio[image: External link]

Attendance: 20,562

Referees: Mike Callahan, Rodney Mott[image: External link], Sean Wright













	
ESPN[image: External link]








	
May 6

7:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Cleveland Cavaliers 121, Atlanta Hawks 108



	
Scoring by quarter: 31–28, 24–35, 30–28, 36–17



	
Pts: Channing Frye[image: External link] 27

Rebs: Kevin Love[image: External link] 15

Asts: LeBron James 8
	
	
Pts: Al Horford[image: External link] 24

Rebs: Paul Millsap[image: External link] 8

Asts: Jeff Teague[image: External link] 14



	Cleveland leads series, 3–0






	

Philips Arena[image: External link], Atlanta[image: External link]

Attendance: 19,089

Referees: Dan Crawford[image: External link], Tony Brothers[image: External link], Ron Garretson[image: External link]














	
ABC[image: External link]








	
May 8

3:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Cleveland Cavaliers 100, Atlanta Hawks 99



	
Scoring by quarter: 27–36, 29–22, 25–19, 19–22




	
Pts: Kevin Love[image: External link] 27

Rebs: Kevin Love[image: External link] 13

Asts: LeBron James 9
	
	
Pts: Dennis Schröder[image: External link] 21

Rebs: Paul Millsap[image: External link] 9

Asts: Dennis Schröder[image: External link] 6



	Cleveland wins series, 4–0






	

Philips Arena[image: External link], Atlanta[image: External link]

Attendance: 19,031

Referees: Marc Davis, Bennie Adams[image: External link], Jason Phillips










In Game 2, the Cavaliers made history by hitting 18 three-pointers in the first half and 25 overall to break the record for most three-point field goals made by a team in a game.[13] During Game 3's final minute, Jeff Teague pushed LeBron James really hard into a Hawks fan. He would later claim that he was still OK. In Game 4, both teams were locked in battle until in the final seconds, a jump ball was called between Dennis Schröder and LeBron James, and the Hawks desperately won the tip, but the game-winning shot by Paul Millsap bounced off the rim as the Cavs make a second straight sweep.

This was the third time the Cavaliers swept the Hawks in the playoffs and it would be the second consecutive season the Cavaliers swept them.



	Regular-season series



	Cleveland won 3–0 in the regular-season series



	



	
November 21, 2015








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Atlanta Hawks 97, Cleveland Cavaliers 109







	

Quicken Loans Arena[image: External link], Cleveland[image: External link], Ohio[image: External link]














	
April 1, 2016








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Cleveland Cavaliers 110, Atlanta Hawks 108 (OT)






	

Philips Arena[image: External link], Atlanta[image: External link]














	
April 11, 2016








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Atlanta Hawks 94, Cleveland Cavaliers 109







	

Quicken Loans Arena[image: External link], Cleveland[image: External link], Ohio[image: External link]
















This was the third playoff meeting between these two teams, with the Cavaliers winning the first two meetings.



	Previous playoff series



	Cleveland leads 2–0 in all-time playoff series.



	



	
2009








	






	
Cleveland Cavaliers 4, Atlanta Hawks 0






	
2009 Eastern Conference Semifinals[image: External link]













	
2015








	






	
Atlanta Hawks 0, Cleveland Cavaliers 4







	
2015 Eastern Conference Finals[image: External link]
















[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 (2) Toronto Raptors vs. (3) Miami Heat







	
TNT[image: External link]








	
May 3

8:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Miami Heat[image: External link] 102, Toronto Raptors 96 (OT)



	
Scoring by quarter: 18–18, 23–25, 27–20, 22–27, Overtime: 12–6



	
Pts: Goran Dragić[image: External link] 26

Rebs: Hassan Whiteside[image: External link] 17

Asts: Dwyane Wade[image: External link] 4
	
	
Pts: Jonas Valančiūnas[image: External link] 24

Rebs: Jonas Valančiūnas[image: External link] 14

Asts: Kyle Lowry[image: External link] 6



	Miami lead series, 1–0






	

Air Canada Centre[image: External link], Toronto[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link]

Attendance: 19,800

Referees: Monty McCutchen[image: External link], Jason Phillips, Josh Tiven













	
ESPN[image: External link]








	
May 5

8:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Miami Heat[image: External link] 92, Toronto Raptors 96 (OT)



	
Scoring by quarter: 19–29, 22–19, 24–15, 21–23, Overtime: 6–10




	
Pts: Goran Dragić[image: External link] 20

Rebs: Hassan Whiteside[image: External link] 13

Asts: Dragić[image: External link], J. Johnson[image: External link] 4 each
	
	
Pts: DeMarre Carroll[image: External link] 21

Rebs: Jonas Valančiūnas[image: External link] 12

Asts: Kyle Lowry[image: External link] 6



	Series tied, 1–1






	

Air Canada Centre[image: External link], Toronto[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link]

Attendance: 20,906

Referees: Ken Mauer[image: External link], Derrick Collins, John Goble













	
ESPN[image: External link]








	
May 7

5:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Toronto Raptors 95, Miami Heat[image: External link] 91



	
Scoring by quarter: 23–19, 26–21, 19–28, 27–23



	
Pts: Kyle Lowry[image: External link] 33

Rebs: Jonas Valančiūnas[image: External link] 12

Asts: DeMar DeRozan[image: External link] 5
	
	
Pts: Dwyane Wade[image: External link] 38

Rebs: Dwyane Wade[image: External link] 8

Asts: Dwyane Wade[image: External link] 4



	Toronto lead series, 2–1






	

American Airlines Arena[image: External link], Miami[image: External link]

Attendance: 19,675

Referees: James Capers, Kane Fitzgerald, Ed Malloy













	
TNT[image: External link]








	
May 9

8:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Toronto Raptors 87, Miami Heat[image: External link] 94 (OT)



	
Scoring by quarter: 21–25, 14–19, 27–16, 21–23, Overtime: 4–11




	
Pts: Joseph[image: External link], Ross[image: External link] 14 each

Rebs: Bismack Biyombo[image: External link] 13

Asts: Kyle Lowry[image: External link] 9
	
	
Pts: Dwyane Wade[image: External link] 30

Rebs: Luol Deng[image: External link] 9

Asts: Goran Dragić[image: External link] 4



	Series tied, 2–2






	

American Airlines Arena[image: External link], Miami[image: External link]

Attendance: 19,600

Referees: Mike Callahan, Brian Forte, Bill Kennedy[image: External link]














	
TNT[image: External link]








	
May 11

8:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Miami Heat[image: External link] 91, Toronto Raptors 99




	
Scoring by quarter: 18–28, 27–27, 17–20, 29–24



	
Pts: Dwyane Wade[image: External link] 20

Rebs: Joe Johnson[image: External link] 8

Asts: T. Johnson[image: External link], Wade[image: External link] 4 each
	
	
Pts: DeMar DeRozan[image: External link] 34

Rebs: Kyle Lowry[image: External link] 9

Asts: Kyle Lowry[image: External link] 6



	Toronto leads series, 3–2






	

Air Canada Centre[image: External link], Toronto[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link]

Attendance: 20,155

Referees: Scott Foster, Tony Brothers[image: External link], Sean Wright













	
ESPN[image: External link]








	
May 13

8:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Toronto Raptors 91, Miami Heat[image: External link] 103




	
Scoring by quarter: 20–21, 24–32, 28–29, 19–21




	
Pts: Kyle Lowry[image: External link] 36

Rebs: Bismack Biyombo[image: External link] 13

Asts: Kyle Lowry[image: External link] 3
	
	
Pts: Goran Dragić[image: External link] 30

Rebs: Goran Dragić[image: External link] 7

Asts: Dwyane Wade[image: External link] 5



	Series tied, 3–3






	

American Airlines Arena[image: External link], Miami[image: External link]

Attendance: 19,757

Referees: Monty McCutchen[image: External link], Sean Corbin, Marc Davis













	
ABC[image: External link]








	
May 15

3:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Miami Heat[image: External link] 89, Toronto Raptors 116




	
Scoring by quarter: 24–25, 23–28, 31–33, 11–30




	
Pts: Dragić[image: External link], Wade[image: External link] 16 each

Rebs: Justise Winslow[image: External link] 8

Asts: Goran Dragić[image: External link] 7
	
	
Pts: Kyle Lowry[image: External link] 35

Rebs: Bismack Biyombo[image: External link] 16

Asts: Kyle Lowry[image: External link] 9



	Toronto wins series, 4–3






	

Air Canada Centre[image: External link], Toronto[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link]

Attendance: 20,257

Referees: Dan Crawford[image: External link], James Capers, Zach Zarba[image: External link]











Even though the Raptors lost Game 1, Kyle Lowry hits a game-tying shot from half-court at the buzzer to force overtime. The play is similar to Chauncey Billups' half-court buzzer beater against the Nets in the 2004 playoffs[image: External link], that also forced overtime. The end of Game 7 marks the Raptors' first ever trip to the Eastern Conference finals in their history.

Game 7 is noteworthy as being Dwyane Wade's last game with the Miami Heat as he would sign with the Chicago Bulls[image: External link] in the off-season.



	Regular-season series



	Toronto won 3–1 in the regular-season series



	



	
November 8, 2015








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Toronto Raptors 76, Miami Heat[image: External link] 96







	

American Airlines Arena[image: External link], Miami[image: External link]














	
December 18, 2015








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Toronto Raptors 108, Miami Heat[image: External link] 94






	

American Airlines Arena[image: External link], Miami[image: External link]














	
January 22, 2016








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Miami Heat[image: External link] 81, Toronto Raptors 101







	

Air Canada Centre[image: External link], Toronto[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link]














	
March 12, 2016








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Miami Heat[image: External link] 104, Toronto Raptors 112 (OT)






	

Air Canada Centre[image: External link], Toronto[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link]
















This was the first meeting in the playoffs between the Raptors and Heat.[15]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Conference Finals: (1) Cleveland Cavaliers vs. (2) Toronto Raptors







	
ESPN[image: External link]








	
May 17

8:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Toronto Raptors 84, Cleveland Cavaliers 115




	
Scoring by quarter: 28–33, 16–33, 23–29, 17–20




	
Pts: DeMar DeRozan[image: External link] 18

Rebs: Biyombo[image: External link], Johnson[image: External link], Lowry[image: External link] 4 each

Asts: DeRozan[image: External link], Lowry[image: External link] 5 each
	
	
Pts: Kyrie Irving[image: External link] 27

Rebs: Richard Jefferson 11

Asts: Kyrie Irving[image: External link] 5



	Cleveland lead series, 1–0






	

Quicken Loans Arena[image: External link], Cleveland[image: External link], Ohio[image: External link]

Attendance: 20,562

Referees: Scott Foster, Sean Corbin, Jason Phillips













	
ESPN[image: External link]








	
May 19

8:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Toronto Raptors 89, Cleveland Cavaliers 108




	
Scoring by quarter: 28–30, 20–32, 21–24, 20–22




	
Pts: DeMar DeRozan[image: External link] 22

Rebs: Kyle Lowry[image: External link] 6

Asts: Patrick Patterson[image: External link] 4
	
	
Pts: Kyrie Irving[image: External link] 26

Rebs: Tristan Thompson[image: External link] 12

Asts: LeBron James 11



	Cleveland lead series, 2–0






	

Quicken Loans Arena[image: External link], Cleveland[image: External link], Ohio[image: External link]

Attendance: 20,562

Referees: Dan Crawford[image: External link], James Capers, Sean Wright













	
ESPN[image: External link]








	
May 21

8:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Cleveland Cavaliers 84, Toronto Raptors 99




	
Scoring by quarter: 24–27, 23–33, 23–20, 14–19




	
Pts: LeBron James 24

Rebs: James, Thompson[image: External link] 8 each

Asts: LeBron James 5
	
	
Pts: DeMar DeRozan[image: External link] 32

Rebs: Bismack Biyombo[image: External link] 26

Asts: DeMar DeRozan[image: External link] 4



	Cleveland lead series, 2–1






	

Air Canada Centre[image: External link], Toronto[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link]

Attendance: 20,207

Referees: Ken Mauer[image: External link], Marc Davis, Pat Fraher













	
ESPN[image: External link]








	
May 23

8:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Cleveland Cavaliers 99, Toronto Raptors 105




	
Scoring by quarter: 24–27, 17–30, 28–21, 30–27



	
Pts: LeBron James 29

Rebs: James, Thompson[image: External link] 9 each

Asts: Irving[image: External link], James 6 each
	
	
Pts: Kyle Lowry[image: External link] 35

Rebs: Bismack Biyombo[image: External link] 14

Asts: Kyle Lowry[image: External link] 5



	Series tied, 2–2






	

Air Canada Centre[image: External link], Toronto[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link]

Attendance: 20,367

Referees: Monty McCutchen[image: External link], David Guthrie, Derrick Stafford













	
ESPN[image: External link]








	
May 25

8:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Toronto Raptors 78, Cleveland Cavaliers 116




	
Scoring by quarter: 19–37, 15–28, 26–35, 18–16



	
Pts: DeMar DeRozan[image: External link] 14

Rebs: Jason Thompson[image: External link] 5

Asts: Kyle Lowry[image: External link] 6
	
	
Pts: Kevin Love[image: External link] 25

Rebs: Tristan Thompson[image: External link] 10

Asts: LeBron James 8



	Cleveland lead series, 3–2






	

Quicken Loans Arena[image: External link], Cleveland[image: External link], Ohio[image: External link]

Attendance: 20,562

Referees: Mike Callahan, Ed Malloy, Tom Washington













	
ESPN[image: External link]








	
May 27

8:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Cleveland Cavaliers 113, Toronto Raptors 87



	
Scoring by quarter: 31–25, 24–16, 31–33, 27–13



	
Pts: LeBron James 33

Rebs: Kevin Love[image: External link] 12

Asts: Kyrie Irving[image: External link] 9
	
	
Pts: Kyle Lowry[image: External link] 35

Rebs: Bismack Biyombo[image: External link] 9

Asts: DeRozan[image: External link], Lowry[image: External link] 3 each



	Cleveland wins series, 4–2






	

Air Canada Centre[image: External link], Toronto[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link]

Attendance: 20,605

Referees: Dan Crawford[image: External link], Bill Kennedy[image: External link], Jason Phillips










Games 1 and 2 were easy victories for the Cavaliers, as they pushed their playoff winning streak to 10 consecutive games. However, in Game 3, the Raptors dominated the first half, building up an 18-point lead, the largest deficit the Cavaliers faced all playoffs long. J.R. Smith[image: External link]'s hot three-point shooting tried to lead Cleveland back, cutting the lead to 5. But the Raptors were still unstoppable as they came back into the series. DeMar DeRozan[image: External link] scored 32 points and Bismack Biyombo[image: External link] grabbed a Raptors' franchise record 26 rebounds. Cleveland's winning streak was over. Things would get worse in Game 4 as the Cavs were unable to stop Kyle Lowry[image: External link] who scored 20 first-half points. Cleveland once again attempted a second half comeback, only this time they turned the game into a topsy-turvy battle. Lowry's drive to the basket sealed the win for Toronto, as the series was tied at two games apiece. It was time for recovery for James and the Cavaliers in Game 5. They delivered yet another blowout victory, as they took a 3-2 series lead. The Raptors, on the other hand, suffered their one of their worst losses in franchise history. The Cavaliers closed out the series in Game 6 and won their second straight Eastern Conference title. For the sixth consecutive season, LeBron James advances to the NBA Finals, along with his teammate, James Jones[image: External link].



	Regular-season series



	Toronto won 2–1 in the regular-season series



	



	
November 25, 2015








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Cleveland Cavaliers 99, Toronto Raptors 103







	

Air Canada Centre[image: External link], Toronto[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link]














	
January 4, 2016








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Toronto Raptors 100, Cleveland Cavaliers 122







	

Quicken Loans Arena[image: External link], Cleveland[image: External link], Ohio[image: External link]














	
February 26, 2016








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Cleveland Cavaliers 97, Toronto Raptors 99







	

Air Canada Centre[image: External link], Toronto[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link]
















This was the first ever meeting in any professional sports league's postseason between teams from Cleveland and Toronto.[16] Somewhat ironically, teams in a different sport from the same cities will meet again less than five months later (and again in the penultimate round of the playoffs) when the Cleveland Indians[image: External link] take on the Toronto Blue Jays[image: External link] in the 2016 American League Championship Series[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Western Conference





	All times are in Eastern Daylight Time[image: External link] ( UTC−04:00[image: External link])




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 First Round





[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 (1) Golden State Warriors vs. (8) Houston Rockets







	
ABC[image: External link]








	
April 16

3:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Houston Rockets 78, Golden State Warriors 104




	
Scoring by quarter: 15–33, 18–27, 27–22, 18–22




	
Pts: James Harden[image: External link] 17

Rebs: Clint Capela[image: External link] 12

Asts: Corey Brewer[image: External link] 6
	
	
Pts: Stephen Curry 24

Rebs: Draymond Green 10

Asts: Andre Iguodala 7



	Golden State leads series, 1–0






	

Oracle Arena, Oakland, California

Attendance: 19,596

Referees: Dan Crawford[image: External link], Ron Garretson[image: External link], Mark Lindsay













	
TNT[image: External link]








	
April 18

10:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Houston Rockets 106, Golden State Warriors 115




	
Scoring by quarter: 30–33, 28–33, 21–20, 27–29




	
Pts: James Harden[image: External link] 28

Rebs: Dwight Howard[image: External link] 10

Asts: James Harden[image: External link] 11
	
	
Pts: Klay Thompson 34

Rebs: Draymond Green 14

Asts: Draymond Green 8



	Golden State leads series, 2–0






	

Oracle Arena, Oakland, California

Attendance: 19,596

Referees: James Capers, John Goble, Rodney Mott













	
TNT[image: External link]








	
April 21

9:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Golden State Warriors 96, Houston Rockets 97




	
Scoring by quarter: 18–31, 30–24, 24–23, 24–19



	
Pts: Marreese Speights 22

Rebs: Klay Thompson 8

Asts: Draymond Green 7
	
	
Pts: James Harden[image: External link] 35

Rebs: Howard[image: External link], Motiejūnas[image: External link] 13 each

Asts: James Harden[image: External link] 9



	Golden State leads series, 2–1






	

Toyota Center[image: External link], Houston[image: External link], Texas[image: External link]

Attendance: 18,200

Referees: Scott Foster, Mark Ayotte[image: External link], Tom Washington













	
ABC[image: External link]








	
April 24

3:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Golden State Warriors 121, Houston Rockets 94



	
Scoring by quarter: 29–29, 27–27, 41–20, 24–18



	
Pts: Klay Thompson 23

Rebs: Draymond Green 8

Asts: Shaun Livingston 9
	
	
Pts: Dwight Howard[image: External link] 19

Rebs: Dwight Howard[image: External link] 15

Asts: James Harden[image: External link] 10



	Golden State leads series, 3–1






	

Toyota Center[image: External link], Houston[image: External link], Texas[image: External link]

Attendance: 18,200

Referees: Derrick Stafford, Kane Fitzgerald, Zach Zarba[image: External link]














	
TNT[image: External link]








	
April 27

10:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Houston Rockets 81, Golden State Warriors 114




	
Scoring by quarter: 20–37, 17–22, 22–30, 22–25




	
Pts: James Harden[image: External link] 35

Rebs: Dwight Howard[image: External link] 21

Asts: James Harden[image: External link] 6
	
	
Pts: Klay Thompson 27

Rebs: Draymond Green 9

Asts: Draymond Green 8



	Golden State wins series, 4–1






	

Oracle Arena, Oakland, California

Attendance: 19,596

Referees: Ken Mauer[image: External link], Brian Forte, Ed Malloy










The Warriors, after game 1, went through games 2 and 3 without Stephen Curry. He injured his ankle and would be lost until game 4. In game 3's final seconds, Trevor Ariza inbounded the ball, but Shaun Livingston made the steal and Ian Clark made a layup to give the Warriors the lead, but then James Harden somehow pushes Andre Iguodala and hits the game winner with 2.7 seconds left. Klay Thompson inbounded the ball to Draymond Green, whose right foot knocked the ball out of bounds and the Rockets would come back into the series, trailing 2 games to 1 with a second left. Game 4 saw Stephen Curry injure his knee, as he slipped on a wet spot on the floor at the Toyota Center in Houston.[17] Curry's Warriors teammates stepped up and blew out the Rockets by 27 points. They would close out the series by blowing the Rockets out again, by 33 points.



	Regular-season series



	Golden State won 3–0 in the regular-season series



	



	
October 30, 2015








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Golden State Warriors 112, Houston Rockets 92






	

Toyota Center[image: External link], Houston[image: External link], Texas[image: External link]














	
December 31, 2015








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Golden State Warriors 114, Houston Rockets 110






	

Toyota Center[image: External link], Houston[image: External link], Texas[image: External link]














	
February 9, 2016








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Houston Rockets 110, Golden State Warriors 123







	

Oracle Arena, Oakland, California
















This was the second playoff meeting between these two teams, with the first meeting being in 2015, as Golden State defeated Houston 4–1 in the Western Conference finals.



	Previous playoffs series



	Golden State leads 1–0 in all-time playoff series



	



	
2015








	






	
Golden State Warriors 4, Houston Rockets 1






	
2015 Western Conference Finals[image: External link]
















[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 (2) San Antonio Spurs vs. (7) Memphis Grizzlies







	
TNT[image: External link]








	
April 17

8:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link] 74, San Antonio Spurs 106




	
Scoring by quarter: 13–22, 24–26, 14–33, 23–25




	
Pts: Vince Carter[image: External link] 16

Rebs: Chris Andersen[image: External link] 9

Asts: Xavier Munford[image: External link] 4
	
	
Pts: Kawhi Leonard[image: External link] 20

Rebs: Tim Duncan[image: External link] 11

Asts: Tony Parker[image: External link] 6



	San Antonio leads series, 1–0






	

AT&T Center[image: External link], San Antonio[image: External link]

Attendance: 18,418

Referees: Mike Callahan, Pat Fraher, Sean Wright










The Spurs blew out the Grizzlies 106-74 and took a 1-0 series lead.




	
TNT[image: External link]








	
April 19

9:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link] 68, San Antonio Spurs 94




	
Scoring by quarter: 11–22, 24–27, 18–21, 15–24




	
Pts: Tony Allen[image: External link] 12

Rebs: Zach Randolph[image: External link] 12

Asts: Zach Randolph[image: External link] 3
	
	
Pts: Patty Mills[image: External link] 16

Rebs: Tim Duncan[image: External link] 9

Asts: Duncan[image: External link], Parker[image: External link] 4 each



	San Antonio leads series, 2–0






	

AT&T Center[image: External link], San Antonio[image: External link]

Attendance: 18,418

Referees: Mike Callahan, Tom Washington, James Williams










The Spurs again blew out the Grizzlies 94-68 in game 2 as they took a 2-0 series lead.




	
ESPN[image: External link]








	
April 22

9:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
San Antonio Spurs 96, Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link] 87



	
Scoring by quarter: 26–18, 18–25, 26–28, 26–16



	
Pts: Kawhi Leonard[image: External link] 29

Rebs: LaMarcus Aldridge[image: External link] 10

Asts: Tony Parker[image: External link] 7
	
	
Pts: Zach Randolph[image: External link] 20

Rebs: Barnes, Randolph[image: External link] 11 each

Asts: Jordan Farmar[image: External link] 6



	San Antonio leads series, 3–0






	

FedExForum[image: External link], Memphis, Tennessee[image: External link]

Attendance: 18,119

Referees: Derrick Stafford, Kane Fitzgerald, Gary Zielinski










The Spurs took a 3-0 series lead in a close game 3 by beating the Grizzlies 96-87.




	
ABC[image: External link]








	
April 24

1:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
San Antonio Spurs 116, Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link] 95



	
Scoring by quarter: 25–19, 22–26, 37–21, 32–29



	
Pts: Kawhi Leonard[image: External link] 21

Rebs: LaMarcus Aldridge[image: External link] 10

Asts: Kawhi Leonard[image: External link] 4
	
	
Pts: Lance Stephenson[image: External link] 26

Rebs: Chris Andersen[image: External link] 13

Asts: Jordan Farmar[image: External link] 5



	San Antonio wins series, 4–0






	

FedExForum[image: External link], Memphis, Tennessee[image: External link]

Attendance: 18,119

Referees: James Capers, John Goble, David Guthrie










The Spurs completed a 4–0 sweep of the injury-depleted Grizzlies with a 116-95 blowout win. They would then face the Thunder, who came off a 4–1 series win of the also banged up Mavericks.



	Regular-season series



	San Antonio won 4–0 in the regular-season series



	



	
November 21, 2015








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link] 82, San Antonio Spurs 92







	

AT&T Center[image: External link], San Antonio[image: External link]














	
December 3, 2015








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
San Antonio Spurs 103, Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link] 83






	

FedExForum[image: External link], Memphis, Tennessee[image: External link]














	
March 25, 2016








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link] 104, San Antonio Spurs 110







	

AT&T Center[image: External link], San Antonio[image: External link]














	
March 28, 2016








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
San Antonio Spurs 101, Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link] 87






	

FedExForum[image: External link], Memphis, Tennessee[image: External link]
















This was the fourth playoff meeting between these two teams, with San Antonio winning the most recent meeting in 2013.



	Previous playoff series



	San Antonio leads 2–1 in all-time playoff series



	



	
2004








	






	
San Antonio Spurs 4, Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link] 0






	
2004 Western Conference First Round[image: External link]













	
2011








	






	
San Antonio Spurs 2, Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link] 4







	
2011 Western Conference First Round[image: External link]













	
2013








	






	
San Antonio Spurs 4, Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link] 0






	
2013 Western Conference Finals[image: External link]
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 (3) Oklahoma City Thunder vs. (6) Dallas Mavericks







	
ESPN[image: External link]








	
April 16

9:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Dallas Mavericks 70, Oklahoma City Thunder 108




	
Scoring by quarter: 11–26, 22–33, 18–34, 19–15



	
Pts: Dirk Nowitzki 18

Rebs: Pachulia, Powell[image: External link] 6 each

Asts: Barea[image: External link], Williams[image: External link] 3 each
	
	
Pts: Russell Westbrook[image: External link] 24

Rebs: Enes Kanter[image: External link] 13

Asts: Russell Westbrook[image: External link] 11



	Oklahoma City leads series, 1–0






	

Chesapeake Energy Arena[image: External link], Oklahoma City[image: External link], Oklahoma[image: External link]

Attendance: 18,203

Referees: Monty McCutchen[image: External link], Tony Brown, John Goble













	
TNT[image: External link]








	
April 18

8:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Dallas Mavericks 85, Oklahoma City Thunder 84



	
Scoring by quarter: 24–20, 21–23, 14–19, 26–22



	
Pts: Raymond Felton[image: External link] 21

Rebs: Raymond Felton[image: External link] 11

Asts: Deron Williams[image: External link] 5
	
	
Pts: Kevin Durant 21

Rebs: Russell Westbrook[image: External link] 14

Asts: Russell Westbrook[image: External link] 6



	Series tied, 1–1






	

Chesapeake Energy Arena[image: External link], Oklahoma City[image: External link], Oklahoma[image: External link]

Attendance: 18,203

Referees: Dan Crawford[image: External link], David Guthrie, Bill Spooner













	
TNT[image: External link]








	
April 21

7:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Oklahoma City Thunder 131, Dallas Mavericks 102



	
Scoring by quarter: 27–21, 31–27, 39–30, 34–24



	
Pts: Kevin Durant 34

Rebs: Enes Kanter[image: External link] 8

Asts: Russell Westbrook[image: External link] 15
	
	
Pts: Wesley Matthews[image: External link] 22

Rebs: Nowitzki, Pachulia 6 each

Asts: José Juan Barea[image: External link] 7



	Oklahoma City leads series, 2–1






	

American Airlines Center[image: External link], Dallas[image: External link]

Attendance: 20,150

Referees: Mike Callahan, Sean Wright, Pat Fraher













	
ESPN[image: External link]








	
April 23

8:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Oklahoma City Thunder 119, Dallas Mavericks 108



	
Scoring by quarter: 33–18, 24–30, 32–31, 30–29



	
Pts: Enes Kanter[image: External link] 28

Rebs: Adams[image: External link], Roberson[image: External link] 8 each

Asts: Russell Westbrook[image: External link] 15
	
	
Pts: Dirk Nowitzki 27

Rebs: Dirk Nowitzki 8

Asts: Raymond Felton[image: External link] 11



	Oklahoma City leads series, 3–1






	

American Airlines Center[image: External link], Dallas[image: External link]

Attendance: 20,516

Referees: Ken Mauer[image: External link], Ed Malloy, Sean Corbin













	
TNT[image: External link]








	
April 25

8:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Dallas Mavericks 104, Oklahoma City Thunder 118




	
Scoring by quarter: 24–35, 37–33, 22–25, 21–25




	
Pts: Dirk Nowitzki 24

Rebs: Dwight Powell[image: External link] 9

Asts: Zaza Pachulia 9
	
	
Pts: Russell Westbrook[image: External link] 36

Rebs: Russell Westbrook[image: External link] 12

Asts: Russell Westbrook[image: External link] 9



	Oklahoma City wins series, 4–1






	

Chesapeake Energy Arena[image: External link], Oklahoma City[image: External link], Oklahoma[image: External link]

Attendance: 18,203

Referees: Scott Foster, Rodney Mott[image: External link], Tom Washington












	Regular-season series



	Oklahoma City won 4–0 in the regular-season series



	



	
November 22, 2015








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Dallas Mavericks 114, Oklahoma City Thunder 117







	

Chesapeake Energy Arena[image: External link], Oklahoma City[image: External link], Oklahoma[image: External link]














	
January 13, 2016








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Dallas Mavericks 89, Oklahoma City Thunder 108







	

Chesapeake Energy Arena[image: External link], Oklahoma City[image: External link], Oklahoma[image: External link]














	
January 22, 2016








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Oklahoma City Thunder 109, Dallas Mavericks 106






	

American Airlines Center[image: External link], Dallas[image: External link]














	
February 24, 2016








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Oklahoma City Thunder 116, Dallas Mavericks 103






	

American Airlines Center[image: External link], Dallas[image: External link]
















This was the fifth playoff meeting between these two teams, with each team winning two of the four meetings.



	Previous playoff series



	Tied 2–2 in all-time playoff series



	



	
1984








	






	
Dallas Mavericks 3, Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link] 2






	
1984 Western Conference First Round[image: External link]













	
1987








	






	
Dallas Mavericks 1, Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link] 3







	
1987 Western Conference First Round













	
2011








	






	
Dallas Mavericks 4, Oklahoma City Thunder 1






	
2011 Western Conference Finals[image: External link]













	
2012








	






	
Oklahoma City Thunder 4, Dallas Mavericks 0






	
2012 Western Conference First Round[image: External link]
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 (4) Los Angeles Clippers vs. (5) Portland Trail Blazers







	
TNT[image: External link]








	
April 17

10:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Portland Trail Blazers 95, Los Angeles Clippers 115




	
Scoring by quarter: 21–26, 21–24, 24–31, 29–34




	
Pts: Damian Lillard[image: External link] 21

Rebs: Al-Farouq Aminu[image: External link] 12

Asts: Damian Lillard[image: External link] 8
	
	
Pts: Chris Paul 28

Rebs: Griffin, Jordan 12 each

Asts: Chris Paul 11



	Los Angeles leads series, 1–0






	

Staples Center, Los Angeles

Attendance: 19,122

Referees: Marc Davis, Bill Kennedy[image: External link], Eric Lewis




















	
TNT[image: External link]








	
April 20

10:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Portland Trail Blazers 81, Los Angeles Clippers 102




	
Scoring by quarter: 17–22, 26–25, 18–20, 20–35




	
Pts: Lillard[image: External link], Plumlee[image: External link] 17 each

Rebs: Aminu[image: External link], Plumlee[image: External link] 10 each

Asts: Mason Plumlee[image: External link] 7
	
	
Pts: Chris Paul 25

Rebs: DeAndre Jordan 18

Asts: Jordan, Paul 5 each



	Los Angeles leads series, 2–0






	

Staples Center, Los Angeles

Attendance: 19,127

Referees: Derrick Stafford, Bill Kennedy[image: External link], Leroy Richardson













	
ESPN[image: External link]








	
April 23

10:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Los Angeles Clippers 88, Portland Trail Blazers 96




	
Scoring by quarter: 19–22, 21–27, 27–21, 21–26




	
Pts: Chris Paul 26

Rebs: DeAndre Jordan 16

Asts: Chris Paul 9
	
	
Pts: Damian Lillard[image: External link] 32

Rebs: Mason Plumlee[image: External link] 21

Asts: Mason Plumlee[image: External link] 9



	Los Angeles leads series, 2–1






	

Moda Center[image: External link], Portland, Oregon[image: External link]

Attendance: 19,761

Referees: Scott Foster, Tony Brothers[image: External link], Tom Washington













	
TNT[image: External link]








	
April 25

10:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Los Angeles Clippers 84, Portland Trail Blazers 98




	
Scoring by quarter: 20–24, 23–23, 21–19, 20–32




	
Pts: Green[image: External link], Griffin 17 each

Rebs: DeAndre Jordan 15

Asts: Chris Paul 4
	
	
Pts: Al-Farouq Aminu[image: External link] 30

Rebs: Mason Plumlee[image: External link] 14

Asts: Mason Plumlee[image: External link] 10



	Series tied, 2–2






	

Moda Center[image: External link], Portland, Oregon[image: External link]

Attendance: 19,607

Referees: Ken Mauer[image: External link], Brian Forte, Ed Malloy













	
NBA TV








	
April 27

10:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Portland Trail Blazers 108, Los Angeles Clippers 98



	
Scoring by quarter: 18–18, 27–32, 26–21, 37–27



	
Pts: C. J. McCollum[image: External link] 27

Rebs: Mason Plumlee[image: External link] 15

Asts: Damian Lillard[image: External link] 5
	
	
Pts: J. J. Redick[image: External link] 19

Rebs: DeAndre Jordan 17

Asts: Crawford, Prigioni[image: External link] 4 each



	Portland lead series, 3–2






	

Staples Center, Los Angeles

Attendance: 19,060

Referees: Dan Crawford[image: External link], Ron Garretson[image: External link], Bill Spooner













	
ESPN[image: External link]








	
April 29

10:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Los Angeles Clippers 103, Portland Trail Blazers 106




	
Scoring by quarter: 24–24, 24–26, 34–30, 21–26




	
Pts: Jamal Crawford 32

Rebs: DeAndre Jordan 20

Asts: Austin Rivers[image: External link] 8
	
	
Pts: Damian Lillard[image: External link] 28

Rebs: Mason Plumlee[image: External link] 14

Asts: Damian Lillard[image: External link] 7



	Portland wins series, 4–2






	

Moda Center[image: External link], Portland, Oregon[image: External link]

Attendance: 19,768

Referees: Marc Davis, Sean Wright, Zach Zarba[image: External link]













	Regular-season series



	Los Angeles won 3–1 in the regular-season series



	



	
November 20, 2015








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Los Angeles Clippers 91, Portland Trail Blazers 102







	

Moda Center[image: External link], Portland, Oregon[image: External link]














	
November 30, 2015








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Portland Trail Blazers 87, Los Angeles Clippers 102







	

Staples Center, Los Angeles













	
January 6, 2016








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Los Angeles Clippers 109, Portland Trail Blazers 98






	

Moda Center[image: External link], Portland, Oregon[image: External link]














	
March 24, 2016








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Portland Trail Blazers 94, Los Angeles Clippers 96







	

Staples Center, Los Angeles















This was the first meeting in the playoffs between the Clippers and Trail Blazers.[21]
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 Conference Semifinals
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 (1) Golden State Warriors vs. (5) Portland Trail Blazers







	
ABC[image: External link]








	
May 1

3:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Portland Trail Blazers 106, Golden State Warriors 118




	
Scoring by quarter: 17–37, 34–28, 22–28, 33–25



	
Pts: Damian Lillard[image: External link] 30

Rebs: Mason Plumlee[image: External link] 13

Asts: Mason Plumlee[image: External link] 6
	
	
Pts: Klay Thompson 37

Rebs: Draymond Green 13

Asts: Draymond Green 11



	Golden State lead series, 1–0






	

Oracle Arena, Oakland, California

Attendance: 19,596

Referees: Monty McCutchen[image: External link], James Capers, John Goble













	
TNT[image: External link]








	
May 3

10:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Portland Trail Blazers 99, Golden State Warriors 110




	
Scoring by quarter: 34–21, 25–30, 28–25, 12–34




	
Pts: Damian Lillard[image: External link] 25

Rebs: Mason Plumlee[image: External link] 11

Asts: Damian Lillard[image: External link] 6
	
	
Pts: Klay Thompson 27

Rebs: Draymond Green 14

Asts: Draymond Green 7



	Golden State lead series, 2–0






	

Oracle Arena, Oakland, California

Attendance: 19,596

Referees: Dan Crawford[image: External link], Courtney Kirkland, Derrick Stafford













	
ABC[image: External link]








	
May 7

8:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Golden State Warriors 108, Portland Trail Blazers 120




	
Scoring by quarter: 28–22, 18–36, 34–35, 28–27



	
Pts: Draymond Green 37

Rebs: Draymond Green 9

Asts: Shaun Livingston 10
	
	
Pts: Damian Lillard[image: External link] 40

Rebs: Aminu[image: External link], Davis[image: External link] 10 each

Asts: Damian Lillard[image: External link] 10



	Golden State lead series, 2–1






	

Moda Center[image: External link], Portland, Oregon[image: External link]

Attendance: 19,673

Referees: Mike Callahan, Pat Fraher, Bill Kennedy[image: External link]














	
TNT[image: External link]








	
May 9

10:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Golden State Warriors 132, Portland Trail Blazers 125 (OT)



	
Scoring by quarter: 18–26, 39–41, 29–18, 25–26, Overtime: 21–14



	
Pts: Stephen Curry 40

Rebs: Bogut, Curry, Green 9 each

Asts: Stephen Curry 8
	
	
Pts: Damian Lillard[image: External link] 36

Rebs: Mason Plumlee[image: External link] 15

Asts: Damian Lillard[image: External link] 10



	Golden State lead series, 3–1






	

Moda Center[image: External link], Portland, Oregon[image: External link]

Attendance: 19,583

Referees: Scott Foster, Ed Malloy, Tom Washington













	
TNT[image: External link]








	
May 11

10:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Portland Trail Blazers 121, Golden State Warriors 125




	
Scoring by quarter: 30–27, 33–31, 28–35, 30–32




	
Pts: Damian Lillard[image: External link] 28

Rebs: Al-Farouq Aminu[image: External link] 9

Asts: Damian Lillard[image: External link] 7
	
	
Pts: Klay Thompson 33

Rebs: Draymond Green 11

Asts: Stephen Curry 11



	Golden State wins series, 4–1






	

Oracle Arena, Oakland, California

Attendance: 19,596

Referees: Ken Mauer[image: External link], Marc Davis, James Williams










In Game 4, when Stephen Curry came back from his knee injury, he scored 40 points, along with an NBA record 17 points in overtime to lead the Warriors to a 132–125 win. They closed out the series in Game 5, to advance and face the Oklahoma City Thunder, who defeated the 67-win San Antonio Spurs in their second round matchup.



	Regular-season series



	Golden State won 3–1 in the regular-season series



	



	
January 8, 2016








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Golden State Warriors 128, Portland Trail Blazers 108






	

Moda Center[image: External link], Portland, Oregon[image: External link]














	
February 19, 2016








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Golden State Warriors 105, Portland Trail Blazers 137







	

Moda Center[image: External link], Portland, Oregon[image: External link]














	
March 11, 2016








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Portland Trail Blazers 112, Golden State Warriors 128







	

Oracle Arena, Oakland, California














	
April 3, 2016








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Portland Trail Blazers 111, Golden State Warriors 136







	

Oracle Arena, Oakland, California
















This was the first meeting in the playoffs between the Warriors and Trail Blazers.[22]
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 (2) San Antonio Spurs vs. (3) Oklahoma City Thunder







	
TNT[image: External link]








	
April 30

8:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Oklahoma City Thunder 92, San Antonio Spurs 124




	
Scoring by quarter: 20–43, 20–30, 26–32, 26–19



	
Pts: Serge Ibaka[image: External link] 19

Rebs: Steven Adams[image: External link] 10

Asts: Russell Westbrook[image: External link] 9
	
	
Pts: LaMarcus Aldridge[image: External link] 38

Rebs: Kyle Anderson[image: External link] 7

Asts: Tony Parker[image: External link] 12



	San Antonio lead series, 1–0






	

AT&T Center[image: External link], San Antonio[image: External link]

Attendance: 18,418

Referees: Scott Foster, Tony Brothers[image: External link], David Guthrie













	
TNT[image: External link]








	
May 2

9:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Oklahoma City Thunder 98, San Antonio Spurs 97



	
Scoring by quarter: 29–21, 27–32, 21–23, 21–21



	
Pts: Russell Westbrook[image: External link] 29

Rebs: Steven Adams[image: External link] 17

Asts: Russell Westbrook[image: External link] 10
	
	
Pts: LaMarcus Aldridge[image: External link] 41

Rebs: Tim Duncan[image: External link] 9

Asts: Tony Parker[image: External link] 6



	Series tied, 1–1






	

AT&T Center[image: External link], San Antonio[image: External link]

Attendance: 18,418

Referees: Ken Mauer[image: External link], Sean Corbin, Marc Davis













	
ESPN[image: External link]








	
May 6

9:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
San Antonio Spurs 100, Oklahoma City Thunder 96



	
Scoring by quarter: 27–20, 20–22, 25–27, 28–27



	
Pts: Kawhi Leonard[image: External link] 31

Rebs: Kawhi Leonard[image: External link] 11

Asts: Tony Parker[image: External link] 5
	
	
Pts: Russell Westbrook[image: External link] 31

Rebs: Steven Adams[image: External link] 11

Asts: Russell Westbrook[image: External link] 8



	San Antonio lead series, 2–1






	

Chesapeake Energy Arena[image: External link], Oklahoma City[image: External link], Oklahoma[image: External link]

Attendance: 18,203

Referees: Monty McCutchen[image: External link], Derrick Stafford, James Williams













	
TNT[image: External link]








	
May 8

8:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
San Antonio Spurs 97, Oklahoma City Thunder 111




	
Scoring by quarter: 27–17, 26–28, 28–32, 16–34




	
Pts: Tony Parker[image: External link] 22

Rebs: David West 7

Asts: Mills[image: External link], Parker[image: External link] 3 each
	
	
Pts: Kevin Durant 41

Rebs: Steven Adams[image: External link] 11

Asts: Russell Westbrook[image: External link] 15



	Series tied, 2–2






	

Chesapeake Energy Arena[image: External link], Oklahoma City[image: External link], Oklahoma[image: External link]

Attendance: 18,203

Referees: Dan Crawford[image: External link], Bill Spooner, Zach Zarba[image: External link]














	
TNT[image: External link]








	
May 10

8:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Oklahoma City Thunder 95, San Antonio Spurs 91



	
Scoring by quarter: 22–16, 21–32, 26–24, 26–19



	
Pts: Russell Westbrook[image: External link] 35

Rebs: Enes Kanter[image: External link] 13

Asts: Russell Westbrook[image: External link] 9
	
	
Pts: Kawhi Leonard[image: External link] 26

Rebs: LaMarcus Aldridge[image: External link] 9

Asts: Tony Parker[image: External link] 5



	Oklahoma City lead series, 3–2






	

AT&T Center[image: External link], San Antonio[image: External link]

Attendance: 18,418

Referees: Monty McCutchen[image: External link], John Goble, Jason Phillips













	
ESPN[image: External link]








	
May 12

8:30 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
San Antonio Spurs 99, Oklahoma City Thunder 113




	
Scoring by quarter: 19–25, 12–30, 34–36, 34–22



	
Pts: Kawhi Leonard[image: External link] 22

Rebs: LaMarcus Aldridge[image: External link] 14

Asts: Kawhi Leonard[image: External link] 5
	
	
Pts: Kevin Durant 37

Rebs: Steven Adams[image: External link] 11

Asts: Russell Westbrook[image: External link] 12



	Oklahoma City wins series, 4–2






	

Chesapeake Energy Arena[image: External link], Oklahoma City[image: External link], Oklahoma[image: External link]

Attendance: 18,203

Referees: Bill Kennedy[image: External link], Mike Callahan, Kane Fitzgerald











	Game 6 is Tim Duncan[image: External link]'s final NBA game.





	Regular-season series



	Tied 2–2 in the regular-season series



	



	
October 28, 2015








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
San Antonio Spurs 106, Oklahoma City Thunder 112







	

Chesapeake Energy Arena[image: External link], Oklahoma City[image: External link], Oklahoma[image: External link]














	
March 12, 2016








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Oklahoma City Thunder 85, San Antonio Spurs 93







	

AT&T Center[image: External link], San Antonio[image: External link]














	
March 26, 2016








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
San Antonio Spurs 92, Oklahoma City Thunder 111







	

Chesapeake Energy Arena[image: External link], Oklahoma City[image: External link], Oklahoma[image: External link]














	
April 12, 2016








	
Recap[image: External link]








	
Oklahoma City Thunder 98, San Antonio Spurs 102 (OT)






	

AT&T Center[image: External link], San Antonio[image: External link]
















This was the sixth playoff meeting between these two teams, with the Spurs winning four of the first five meetings.



	Previous playoff series



	San Antonio leads 4–1 in all-time playoff series



	



	
1982








	






	
San Antonio Spurs 4, Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link] 1






	
1982 Western Conference Semifinals[image: External link]













	
2002








	






	
San Antonio Spurs 3, Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link] 2






	
2002 Western Conference First Round[image: External link]













	
2005








	






	
San Antonio Spurs 4, Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link] 2






	
2005 Western Conference Semifinals[image: External link]













	
2012








	






	
San Antonio Spurs 2, Oklahoma City Thunder 4







	
2012 Western Conference[image: External link]













	
2014








	






	
San Antonio Spurs 4, Oklahoma City Thunder 2






	
2014 Western Conference[image: External link]
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 Conference Finals: (1) Golden State Warriors vs. (3) Oklahoma City Thunder







	
TNT[image: External link]








	
May 16

9:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Oklahoma City Thunder 108, Golden State Warriors 102



	
Scoring by quarter: 21–27, 26–33, 38–28, 23–14



	
Pts: Russell Westbrook[image: External link] 27

Rebs: Steven Adams[image: External link] 12

Asts: Russell Westbrook[image: External link] 12
	
	
Pts: Stephen Curry 26

Rebs: Stephen Curry 10

Asts: Stephen Curry 7



	Oklahoma City lead series, 1–0






	

Oracle Arena, Oakland, California

Attendance: 19,596

Referees: Monty McCutchen[image: External link], Derrick Stafford, Tom Washington













	
TNT[image: External link]








	
May 18

9:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Oklahoma City Thunder 91, Golden State Warriors 118




	
Scoring by quarter: 20–27, 29–30, 19–31, 23–30




	
Pts: Kevin Durant 29

Rebs: Steven Adams[image: External link] 10

Asts: Russell Westbrook[image: External link] 12
	
	
Pts: Stephen Curry 28

Rebs: Draymond Green 8

Asts: Draymond Green 7



	Series tied, 1–1






	

Oracle Arena, Oakland, California

Attendance: 19,596

Referees: Mike Callahan, Kane Fitzgerald, Ed Malloy













	
TNT[image: External link]








	
May 22

8:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Golden State Warriors 105, Oklahoma City Thunder 133




	
Scoring by quarter: 28–34, 19–38, 33–45, 25–16



	
Pts: Stephen Curry 24

Rebs: Brandon Rush 5

Asts: five players 3 each
	
	
Pts: Kevin Durant 33

Rebs: Enes Kanter[image: External link] 12

Asts: Russell Westbrook[image: External link] 12



	Oklahoma City lead series, 2–1






	

Chesapeake Energy Arena[image: External link], Oklahoma City[image: External link], Oklahoma[image: External link]

Attendance: 18,203

Referees: Scott Foster, Tony Brothers[image: External link], Zach Zarba[image: External link]














	
TNT[image: External link]








	
May 24

9:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Golden State Warriors 94, Oklahoma City Thunder 118




	
Scoring by quarter: 26–30, 27–42, 29–22, 12–24




	
Pts: Klay Thompson 26

Rebs: Draymond Green 11

Asts: Stephen Curry 5
	
	
Pts: Russell Westbrook[image: External link] 36

Rebs: André Roberson[image: External link] 12

Asts: Russell Westbrook[image: External link] 11



	Oklahoma City lead series, 3–1






	

Chesapeake Energy Arena[image: External link], Oklahoma City[image: External link], Oklahoma[image: External link]

Attendance: 18,203

Referees: Dan Crawford[image: External link], John Goble, Bill Kennedy[image: External link]














	
TNT[image: External link]








	
May 26

9:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Oklahoma City Thunder 111, Golden State Warriors 120




	
Scoring by quarter: 21–25, 29–33, 27–23, 34–39




	
Pts: Kevin Durant 40

Rebs: Steven Adams[image: External link] 10

Asts: Russell Westbrook[image: External link] 8
	
	
Pts: Stephen Curry 31

Rebs: Andrew Bogut 14

Asts: Andre Iguodala 8



	Oklahoma City lead series, 3–2






	

Oracle Arena, Oakland, California

Attendance: 19,596

Referees: James Capers, Ken Mauer[image: External link], Marc Davis
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May 28

9:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Golden State Warriors 108, Oklahoma City Thunder 101



	
Scoring by quarter: 20–23, 28–30, 27–30, 33–18



	
Pts: Klay Thompson 41

Rebs: Draymond Green 12

Asts: Stephen Curry 9
	
	
Pts: Kevin Durant 29

Rebs: Adams[image: External link], Ibaka[image: External link], Westbrook[image: External link] 9 each

Asts: Russell Westbrook[image: External link] 11



	Series tied, 3–3






	

Chesapeake Energy Arena[image: External link], Oklahoma City[image: External link], Oklahoma[image: External link]

Attendance: 18,203

Referees: Monty McCutchen[image: External link], Ed Malloy, Derrick Stafford
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May 30

9:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Oklahoma City Thunder 88, Golden State Warriors 96




	
Scoring by quarter: 24–19, 24–23, 12–29, 28–25



	
Pts: Kevin Durant 27

Rebs: André Roberson[image: External link] 12

Asts: Russell Westbrook[image: External link] 13
	
	
Pts: Stephen Curry 36

Rebs: Draymond Green 9

Asts: Stephen Curry 8



	Golden State wins series, 4–3






	

Oracle Arena, Oakland, California

Attendance: 19,596

Referees: Dan Crawford[image: External link], Mike Callahan, Jason Phillips










During the Thunder-Warriors series, Draymond Green became the subject of multiple controversial plays against Oklahoma City players, most notably Steven Adams[image: External link].

In game 1, the Thunder upset the Warriors 108–102 and took a 1–0 series lead. It marked the Warriors' first loss at Oracle Arena in Oakland in the playoffs, as well as their third home loss of the season. In game 2, despite a close game at the half, the Warriors soundly defeated the Thunder 118–91. Television cameras appeared to show Draymond Green kicking Steven Adams[image: External link] in the groin while he was attempting a layup. In game 3, in the comfort of a raucous Chesapeake Energy Arena, the Thunder dominated the Warriors 133–105. During the game, Green received a flagrant foul 1 for again appearing to kick Adams in the groin.[24] In game 4, the Thunder once again handed the Warriors a commanding 118–94 defeat to take a 3–1 series lead. Green appeared to trip Enes Kanter[image: External link] during the game. [25] Returning to Oracle Arena in game 5, the Warriors held on to defeat the Thunder 120-111, cutting their series deficit to 3-2. Kevin Durant scored 40 points in the loss. Despite their game 5 loss, the Thunder were favored to advance to the NBA Finals in the comfort of their home court in Game 6, but the Warriors stunned the Thunder thanks to Klay Thompson, who scored 41 points and a poor shooting night from Kevin Durant, as the Warriors won the game 108–101 and tied the series 3-3, forcing a game 7 in the Bay Area.[26][27] In game 7, Oklahoma City built a 13-point lead during the game and led 48–42 at halftime. However, the Thunder lost focus in the third quarter. After the Warriors thwarted Oklahoma City's brief comeback attempt in the fourth quarter, Golden State won 88–96 and became the 10th team to win an NBA playoff series after being down 3 games to 1. [28]



	Regular-season series



	Golden State won 3–0 in the regular-season series



	



	
February 6, 2016
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Oklahoma City Thunder 108, Golden State Warriors 116







	

Oracle Arena, Oakland, California














	
February 27, 2016
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Golden State Warriors 121, Oklahoma City Thunder 118 (OT)






	

Chesapeake Energy Arena[image: External link], Oklahoma City[image: External link], Oklahoma[image: External link]














	
March 3, 2016
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Oklahoma City Thunder 106, Golden State Warriors 121







	

Oracle Arena, Oakland, California
















This was the third meeting in the playoffs between the Warriors and Thunder, with both teams tied at one a piece.



	Previous playoff series



	Tied 1–1 in all-time playoff series



	



	
1975








	






	
Golden State Warriors 4, Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link] 2






	
1975 Western Conference Semifinals













	
1992








	






	
Golden State Warriors 1, Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link] 3







	
1992 Western Conference First Round[image: External link]
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 NBA Finals: (E1) Cleveland Cavaliers vs. (W1) Golden State Warriors




See: 2016 NBA Finals





	
ABC[image: External link]








	
June 2

9:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Cleveland Cavaliers 89, Golden State Warriors 104




	
Scoring by quarter: 24–28, 19–24, 25–22, 21–30




	
Pts: Kyrie Irving[image: External link] 26

Rebs: Kevin Love[image: External link] 13

Asts: LeBron James 9
	
	
Pts: Shaun Livingston 20

Rebs: Draymond Green 11

Asts: Draymond Green 7



	Golden State leads series, 1–0






	

Oracle Arena, Oakland, California

Attendance: 19,596

Referees: Ken Mauer[image: External link], Marc Davis, Ed Malloy
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June 5

8:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Cleveland Cavaliers 77, Golden State Warriors 110




	
Scoring by quarter: 21–19, 23–33, 18–30, 15–28




	
Pts: LeBron James 19

Rebs: LeBron James 8

Asts: LeBron James 9
	
	
Pts: Draymond Green 28

Rebs: Stephen Curry 9

Asts: Green, Livingston, Thompson 5 each



	Golden State leads series, 2–0






	

Oracle Arena, Oakland, California

Attendance: 19,596

Referees: Scott Foster, Tony Brothers[image: External link], James Capers
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June 8

9:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Golden State Warriors 90, Cleveland Cavaliers 120




	
Scoring by quarter: 16–33, 27–18, 26–38, 21–31




	
Pts: Stephen Curry 19

Rebs: Harrison Barnes 8

Asts: Draymond Green 7
	
	
Pts: LeBron James 32

Rebs: Tristan Thompson[image: External link] 13

Asts: Kyrie Irving[image: External link] 8



	Golden State leads series, 2–1






	

Quicken Loans Arena[image: External link], Cleveland[image: External link], Ohio[image: External link]

Attendance: 20,562

Referees: Monty McCutchen[image: External link], Derrick Stafford, Zach Zarba[image: External link]
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June 10

9:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Golden State Warriors 108, Cleveland Cavaliers 97



	
Scoring by quarter: 29–28, 21–27, 29–22, 29–20



	
Pts: Stephen Curry 38

Rebs: Draymond Green 12

Asts: Andre Iguodala 7
	
	
Pts: Kyrie Irving[image: External link] 34

Rebs: LeBron James 13

Asts: LeBron James 9



	Golden State leads series, 3–1






	

Quicken Loans Arena[image: External link], Cleveland[image: External link], Ohio[image: External link]

Attendance: 20,562

Referees: Dan Crawford[image: External link], Mike Callahan, Jason Phillips
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June 13

9:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Cleveland Cavaliers 112, Golden State Warriors 97



	
Scoring by quarter: 29–32, 32–29, 32–23, 19–13



	
Pts: Irving[image: External link], James 41 each

Rebs: LeBron James 16

Asts: LeBron James 7
	
	
Pts: Klay Thompson 37

Rebs: Andre Iguodala 11

Asts: Andre Iguodala 6



	Golden State leads series, 3–2






	

Oracle Arena, Oakland, California

Attendance: 19,596

Referees: Monty McCutchen[image: External link], Marc Davis and Derrick Stafford
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June 16

9:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Golden State Warriors 101, Cleveland Cavaliers 115




	
Scoring by quarter: 11–31, 32–28, 28–21, 30–35




	
Pts: Stephen Curry 30

Rebs: Draymond Green 10

Asts: Draymond Green 6
	
	
Pts: LeBron James 41

Rebs: Tristan Thompson[image: External link] 16

Asts: LeBron James 11



	Series tied, 3–3






	

Quicken Loans Arena[image: External link], Cleveland[image: External link], Ohio[image: External link]

Attendance: 20,562

Referees: Scott Foster, Ken Mauer[image: External link] and Jason Phillips
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June 19

8:00 PM









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Cleveland Cavaliers 93, Golden State Warriors 89



	
Scoring by quarter: 23–22, 19–27, 33–27, 18–13



	
Pts: LeBron James 27

Rebs: Kevin Love[image: External link] 14

Asts: LeBron James 11
	
	
Pts: Draymond Green 32

Rebs: Draymond Green 15

Asts: Draymond Green 9



	Cleveland wins series, 4–3






	

Oracle Arena, Oakland, California

Attendance: 19,596

Referees: Dan Crawford[image: External link], Mike Callahan, Monty McCutchen[image: External link]











After winning three of the first four games in the Finals with relative ease, the Cavaliers appeared to be overwhelmed as Golden State moved to within one win of back-to-back championships, but the series shifted dramatically after Golden State's All-Star forward, Draymond Green, was suspended for game 5 after an altercation with Cleveland's LeBron James in game 4. Absent Green, the Warriors were lacking defensively, as Kyrie Irving and LeBron James became the first teammates to score 40 or more points each in a Finals game and led the Cavaliers to a 112–97 win to force game 6.[30] Back in the Quicken Loans Arena for their final home game of the season, the Cavaliers tied the series at 3 games apiece by defeating Golden State, 115–101. After receiving his sixth personal foul in the fourth quarter, Stephen Curry was ejected for the first time in his career after throwing his mouthpiece at a Cavaliers fan.[31] Game 7 came down to the wire. Late in the fourth quarter, with the score tied at 89, Andre Iguodala received a bounce pass from Curry. As Iguodala went up for the layup, he was blocked from behind by James, in what has since been recongized as one of the most memorable blocks in NBA playoff history, and among the most iconic plays of James's career. With less than a minute to play, Kyrie Irving converted a 3-point shot to give the Cavaliers the lead. On their next possession, James was fouled by Green while attempting a dunk, and made one of his two free throws to increase the lead to four. While the Warriors managed to get the ball into the hands of Curry for a chance to cut the deficit to one, he was guarded well by Cavaliers forward Kevin Love, and Curry was forced to take a sub par shot that missed, sealing the game as the city of Cleveland, Ohio's 52-year sports curse[image: External link] finally ended. The Cavaliers became the eleventh team to win an NBA playoff series after trailing 3 games to 1, and the first to do so in the NBA Finals. The Warriors became the best team (by regular season record) to fail to capture an NBA championship. Cleveland also became only the fourth team to win Game 7 of the NBA Finals on the road. This was the first NBA championship for the Cavaliers.[32]



	Regular-season series



	Golden State won 2–0 in the regular-season series



	



	
December 25, 2015
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Cleveland Cavaliers 83, Golden State Warriors 89







	

Oracle Arena, Oakland, California














	
January 18, 2016
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Golden State Warriors 132, Cleveland Cavaliers 98






	

Quicken Loans Arena[image: External link], Cleveland[image: External link], Ohio[image: External link]
















This was the second meeting in the NBA Finals between the Warriors and Cavaliers, with the Warriors winning the first meeting.



	Previous playoff series



	Golden State leads 1–0 in all-time playoff series



	



	
2015








	






	
Golden State Warriors 4, Cleveland Cavaliers 2






	
2015 NBA Finals
















[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Statistical leaders






	Category
	High
	Average



	Player
	Team
	High
	Player
	Team
	Avg.
	Games played



	Points[image: External link]
	Paul Millsap[image: External link]
	Atlanta Hawks
	45
	Kevin Durant
	Oklahoma City Thunder
	28.4
	18



	Rebounds[image: External link]
	Bismack Biyombo[image: External link]
	Toronto Raptors
	26
	DeAndre Jordan
	Los Angeles Clippers
	16.3
	6



	Assists[image: External link]
	Russell Westbrook[image: External link]
	Oklahoma City Thunder
	15
	Russell Westbrook[image: External link]
	Oklahoma City Thunder
	11.0
	18



	Steals[image: External link]
	Russell Westbrook[image: External link]
	Oklahoma City Thunder
	7
	Kawhi Leonard[image: External link]
	San Antonio Spurs
	2.60
	9



	James Harden[image: External link]
	Houston Rockets
	Trevor Ariza[image: External link]
	Houston Rockets
	5



	Blocks[image: External link]
	Draymond Green
	Golden State Warriors
	5
	Myles Turner[image: External link]
	Indiana Pacers
	3.29
	7
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 Media coverage
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 Television




ESPN[image: External link], TNT[image: External link], ABC[image: External link], and NBA TV broadcast the NBA playoffs nationally in the United States. In the first round, regional sports networks affiliated with the teams can also broadcast the games, except for games televised on ABC. Throughout the first two rounds, TNT televised games Saturday through Thursday, ESPN televised games Friday and Saturday, and ABC televised select games on Saturday and Sunday, usually in the afternoon. NBA TV aired select weekday games in the first round. TNT televised the Western Conference finals and ESPN televised the Eastern Conference finals. ABC televised the NBA Finals for the 14th consecutive year.

In Canada, national coverage is divided between the TSN[image: External link] and Sportsnet[image: External link] families of channels, with each group carrying approximately half of all games featuring the Toronto Raptors (produced independently of the U.S. national broadcasts regardless of round), and half of all other games (simulcast from the applicable U.S. broadcaster).
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 Radio




ESPN Radio[image: External link] had exclusive national radio rights to broadcast the playoffs in the United States. They broadcast mostly ABC games during the first two rounds, all of the conference finals, and the NBA Finals.

In Canada, the playoffs were carried on TSN Radio[image: External link].
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1974–75 NBA Season





The 1974–75 NBA season was the 29th season of the National Basketball Association. The season ended with the Golden State Warriors winning the NBA Championship, sweeping the Washington Bullets 4 games to 0 in the NBA Finals.
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 Notable occurrences





	The New Orleans Jazz[image: External link] became the league's 18th franchise.

	The 1975 NBA All-Star Game[image: External link] was played at Arizona Veterans Memorial Coliseum[image: External link] in Phoenix, Arizona[image: External link], with the East beating the West 108–102. Walt Frazier[image: External link] of the New York Knicks won the game's MVP award.

	The NBA Playoffs were expanded from four teams per conference to five teams, adding another round to the playoffs.

	The Capital Bullets were renamed the Washington Bullets.

	The Los Angeles Lakers miss the playoffs for the first time since their 1960[image: External link] move to Southern California[image: External link].
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 Season recap




The Warriors, with a record of 48–34, had low expectations against the Boston Celtics and the Bullets, both whom finished with records of 60–22.

At the start of the 1974–75 season, the Warriors underwent numerous roster changes, trading away Nate Thurmond for Clifford Ray[image: External link], a first-round draft pick and $500,000 cash, which was the original motive of the trade. This led some sports writers to predict the Warriors would not even make the playoffs.

Drafting Keith Wilkes (rookie of the year) proved a master stroke as many questioned his ability to handle the rigors of play in the NBA. His play along with finals MVP Rick Barry, (First Team All NBA) and supported by such players as Clifford Ray, Butch Beard and the rest of an able supporting cast, proved to be enough to combat the tough and flashy Bullets, who had a very balanced and strong team with the likes of Wes Unseld[image: External link], Kevin Porter and Elvin Hayes[image: External link].

Until 2015, this was the only championship won by the Warriors in the San Francisco Bay area.

The defending champion Boston Celtics were the topic of much discussion as the season started. The team had upset Milwaukee and super giant Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link] a year ago, bringing the team full circle from the days of Bill Russell. Cowens was second again in rebounds while scoring over 20 points per game. The Celtics roared to 60 wins this year, despite losing Dave Cowens with a broken foot at the 65-game mark. Jo Jo White was right there with the two stars in scoring, while Paul Silas[image: External link] continued his solid tradition of rebounding. Reserve Don Nelson, the future coaching great, shot just often enough to lead the NBA in accuracy from the floor. Boston's ability to outrebound and outpass teams led to many of those wins. The NBA's other 60-win team was the Washington Bullets. The team had a different name for the third straight year, but the same core of players. Elvin Hayes and Phil Chenier were the scorers, while Wes Unseld led the NBA in rebounds. Kevin Porter[image: External link], a 6-foot fleet splinter, led the league in assists and foulouts and became a key part of the club. Even Mike Riordan[image: External link], the discarded Knick, paid some dividends at forward. With Cowens battling injuries, they became a popular favorite in the East. Hayes, in particular, turned in another All-Pro caliber season as a leading rebounder and shot blocker. His inside defense, in combination with Unseld, created a lot of missed shots for opponents. While the NBA boasted two 60-win giants this year, no other team won over 50 games, a surprising fact. Nine teams did win 40 games or more to show the rising balance of the league. The best of these were Buffalo, Golden State and Chicago.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Atlantic




Buffalo[image: External link] supplanted New York as Boston's most serious rival in the Atlantic foursome with 49 wins. Buffalo boasted high-scoring super star Bob McAdoo[image: External link]. The Big Mac posted a 34.5 scoring average to lead the NBA, making more field goals than any other player. He also led in minutes played, while also ranking among the best rebounders and shot blockers in the league. The 6'10 220-pounder was threatening enough to also earn 798 free throw tries, another league high, converting a solid 81%. The Braves lost sensation Ernie DiGregorio[image: External link] to knee injury, watched former Laker Jim McMillian battle illness, and also lost Gar Heard[image: External link] for 25 games, which dropped the team from the elite and put more of the load on their star. This dimmed hopes for the playoffs.

This would be the high-water mark for the Braves franchise in Buffalo. The franchise left Buffalo to become the San Diego Clippers in 1978 and would not reach the 50-win mark until 2012–13[image: External link], by which time the Clippers were in their 29th season in Los Angeles and 35th overall in Southern California.
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 Pacific




Golden State boasted the top-scoring offense in the league at 108.5 points per game to win the Pacific five and 48 games. Rick Barry turned in one of his greatest seasons ever to score 30.6 points per game, trying even more shots than McAdoo. Barry sank 90% of his free throws with his unique underhand delivery and finished sixth in the NBA in assists. But Barry may have shocked most by leading the NBA in steals as well, using surprisingly quick hands while playing passing lanes as well as any forward ever. Criticized in the past, Barry's season was such that many writers believed Barry, not Cowens, Hayes or McAdoo, to be the NBA's true MVP this year. The playoffs would tell more of that story.
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 Central




The Washington Bullets led by Elvin Hayes[image: External link] and Wes Unseld[image: External link] won 60 games, a tie with the Boston Celtics for first in the league and the Houston Rockets led by Calvin Murphy[image: External link] and Rudy Tomjanovich[image: External link] reached their first season at .500 as well as made the playoffs for the first time in Houston and second in franchise history.
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 Midwest




The Chicago Bulls[image: External link] won 47 games to capture their first-ever division title (their only title of any kind before their Championship runs in the 1990s). As usual, Chicago did it with a stifling defense that began with guards Jerry Sloan[image: External link] and Norm Van Lier[image: External link]. Holdout Bob Love missed 20 games but again led in scoring while signee Nate Thurmond got into the defense at center. The 33-year-old gave the team a needed rebounder while ranking third in the NBA in blocked shots.

The defending Western Conference champion Milwaukee Bucks suffered a precipitous decline following the retirement of Oscar Robertson[image: External link], dropping from 59 wins in '73–'74 to 38 in '74–'75. This would be the final season in Wisconsin for Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link], who forced a blockbuster trade during the summer of 1975 to the Lakers.

With the Bucks in the doldrums, it fell to Kansas City–Omaha[image: External link] to challenge Chicago for division supremacy. Nate Archibald[image: External link] responded by averaging 26.5 points per game, while Sam Lacey[image: External link] was a force in the paint with 11.4 rebounds a contest.
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 Playoffs




Seven NBA teams out of 17 finished over .500, but three teams, New York, Cleveland and Detroit, also had 40–42 records. Boston drew a young 41–41 Houston team who had just won their first playoff series in franchise history against the Knicks 2–1. The Rockets had 20-point scorers Calvin Murphy and Rudy T. but little rebounding, and the veteran Celtics got past the Rockets 4–1 and into the Conference Finals once again. The much tougher East bracket was Washington, who had the same record Boston had, against the tough Buffalo Braves. Hayes vs. MacAdoo was the marquee matchup. But the Braves, who had traded Bob Kauffman, did not have the help for their star. Despite that, the series went the full seven in impressive fashion before the Bullets won to advance. Randy Smith played well in place of Ernie D, but not enough to turn the series the other way. Out West, Golden State, still under the radar with many, met a solid Seattle team. Spencer Haywood[image: External link], the SuperSonics' outspoken star, struggled with illnesses much of this year. Rookie center Tom Burleson and bombing guard Fred Brown picked up Haywood's slack with 20-point averages from the passes of guard Slick Watts, their first defender. But a 124–100 wipeout loss in Game Five put the writing on the wall as the Warriors advanced. Chicago drew a very good Kansas City team that had bounced back from the bad Bob Cousy[image: External link] days under coach Phil Johnson. Nate Archibald was their star at just 5'11. But the Bulls guards hounded Nate the Skate to just 36% shooting in the series. Bob Love also schooled rookie forward Scott Wedman[image: External link] as the Bulls won 4–2. The anticipated monster clash of Boston-Washington was set, with DC native Red Auerbach[image: External link] in the shadows. Cowens and Hayes each turned in very strong performances, but did not guard each other. Havlicek and White joined Cowens as 20-point Celtic scorers. But somehow the Celtics lost three of the first four ballgames anyway. The inside defense of the Bullets, combined with plenty of free throws, allowed Washington to send the vaunted world champions home. For some, this was a title in itself. But there was still one more round to play. Most experts now expected Chicago to finally get their hard-earned shot in a classic offense vs. defense series against Golden State. Plus, Thurmond was seeking revenge against his old team, which now had 6'10 Cliff Ray, a former Bull and a lesser center, in his former Warrior center spot. The series would be a full seven-game barnburner. The Bulls used a 90–89 Game Two win to start a 2–1 advantage. Golden State bounced back to win Game 4 but the Bulls won Game 5, making it 3–2. The Warriors cranked it up to win Game Six 86–72 in Chicago to force Game Seven at home. Bulls coach, Dick Motta, was giving most of the center minutes to rebounder Tom Boerwinkle[image: External link], not Thurmond. With no bench scoring and Thurmond playing an average of just 20 minutes per game, The Warriors wiggled off the hook to win the game 83–79 and the series, 4–3. It was a hard loss for Bulls fans who had pulled for their team all decade.
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 Finals




Washington-Golden State did not have the sizzle that Boston-Golden State would have had in the eyes of some. But then the Bullets, still glowing from their win over Boston, barely showed up anyway. The Warriors won Game 1 on the road 101–95, then won Games 2 and 3 at home, 92–91 and 109–101, respectively. Washington fans now expected the Bullets to come out blazing, and for Hayes and Unseld to take over the paint. Rookie Keith Wilkes, the local UCLA favorite, was quietly having a strong playoffs at power forward. He was listed at 6'7 and 190 pounds, and was opposite the 6'10 240-pound Hayes. Barry and Wilkes were the only Warriors scorers over 15 points per game in the series, and two Warriors starters averaged less than 10 points per game. However, Game 4 was a one-point win, 96–95, and the Warriors pulled a remarkable sweep to win the series 4–0.[1] Wilt Chamberlain had never won the title as a Warrior center, but now Cliff Ray had in his first try. Rick Barry averaged 28 points to be the star, but coach Al Attles' team had hustled and sweated throughout to key one of the most unusual and impressive championships ever.
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 By division






	
Atlantic Division


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Boston Celtics
	60
	22
	.732
	–
	28–13
	32–9
	17–9



	x-Buffalo Braves[image: External link]
	49
	33
	.598
	11
	30–11
	19–22
	15–11



	x-New York Knicks
	40
	42
	.488
	20
	23–18
	17–24
	9–17



	Philadelphia 76ers
	34
	48
	.415
	26
	20–21
	14–27
	11–15









	
Central Division


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Washington Bullets
	60
	22
	.732
	–
	36–5
	24–17
	22–8



	x-Houston Rockets
	41
	41
	.500
	19
	29–12
	12–29
	16–14



	Cleveland Cavaliers
	40
	42
	.488
	20
	29–12
	11–30
	17–13



	Atlanta Hawks
	31
	51
	.378
	29
	22–19
	9–32
	11–19



	New Orleans Jazz[image: External link]
	23
	59
	.280
	37
	20–21
	3–38
	9–21









	
Midwest Division


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	47
	35
	.573
	–
	29–12
	18–23
	11–15



	x-Kansas City–Omaha Kings[image: External link]
	44
	38
	.537
	3
	29–12
	15–26
	17–9



	x-Detroit Pistons
	40
	42
	.488
	7
	26–15
	14–27
	10–16



	Milwaukee Bucks
	38
	44
	.463
	9
	25–16
	13–28
	14–12









	
Pacific Division


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Golden State Warriors
	48
	34
	.585
	–
	31–10
	17–24
	19–11



	x-Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	43
	39
	.524
	5
	24–16
	19–23
	18–12



	Portland Trail Blazers
	38
	44
	.463
	10
	29–13
	9–31
	16–14



	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	32
	50
	.390
	16
	22–19
	10–31
	12–18



	Los Angeles Lakers
	30
	52
	.366
	18
	21–20
	9–32
	10–20
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 By conference






	#
	
Eastern Conference[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	z-Boston Celtics
	60
	22
	.732
	–



	2
	y-Washington Bullets
	60
	22
	.732
	–



	3
	x-Buffalo Braves
	49
	33
	.598
	11



	4
	x-Houston Rockets
	41
	41
	.500
	19



	5
	x-New York Knicks
	40
	42
	.488
	20



	



	6
	Cleveland Cavaliers
	40
	42
	.488
	20



	7
	Philadelphia 76ers
	34
	48
	.415
	26



	8
	Atlanta Hawks
	31
	51
	.378
	29



	9
	New Orleans Jazz[image: External link]
	23
	59
	.280
	37









	#
	
Western Conference[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	z-Golden State Warriors
	48
	34
	.585
	–



	2
	y-Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	47
	35
	.573
	1



	3
	x-Kansas City–Omaha Kings[image: External link]
	44
	38
	.537
	4



	4
	x-Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	43
	39
	.524
	5



	5
	x-Detroit Pistons
	40
	42
	.488
	8



	



	6
	Portland Trail Blazers
	38
	44
	.463
	10



	6
	Milwaukee Bucks
	38
	44
	.463
	10



	8
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	32
	50
	.390
	16



	9
	Los Angeles Lakers
	30
	52
	.366
	18







Notes


	
z- Clinched Conference

	
y – division champions

	
x – clinched playoff spot
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 Statistics leaders






	Category
	Player
	Team
	Stat



	Points per game
	Bob McAdoo[image: External link]
	Buffalo Braves[image: External link]
	34.5



	Rebounds per game
	Wes Unseld[image: External link]
	Washington Bullets
	14.8



	Assists per game
	Kevin Porter[image: External link]
	Washington Bullets
	8.0



	Steals per game
	Rick Barry
	Golden State Warriors
	2.85



	Blocks per game
	Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link]
	Milwaukee Bucks
	3.26



	FG%
	Don Nelson
	Boston Celtics
	.539



	FT%
	Rick Barry
	Golden State Warriors
	.904
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 NBA awards





	
Most Valuable Player: Bob McAdoo[image: External link], Buffalo Braves[image: External link]


	
Rookie of the Year: Keith Wilkes, Golden State Warriors


	
Coach of the Year: Phil Johnson[image: External link], Kansas City-Omaha Kings[image: External link]


	
All-NBA First Team:

	
Nate Archibald[image: External link], Kansas City-Omaha Kings

	
Walt Frazier[image: External link], New York Knicks


	
Elvin Hayes[image: External link], Washington Bullets


	
Rick Barry, Golden State Warriors

	Bob McAdoo, Buffalo Braves





	
All-NBA Rookie Team:

	
Scott Wedman[image: External link], Kansas City-Omaha Kings

	
Tommy Burleson[image: External link], Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]


	
Keith Wilkes[image: External link], Golden State Warriors

	
Brian Winters, Los Angeles Lakers


	
John Drew[image: External link], Atlanta Hawks






	
NBA All-Defensive First Team:

	
John Havlicek[image: External link] – Boston Celtics


	
Paul Silas[image: External link] – Boston Celtics


	
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link]- Milwaukee Bucks


	
Jerry Sloan[image: External link] – Chicago Bulls[image: External link]


	
Walt Frazier[image: External link] – New York Knicks






	
NBA All-Defensive Second Team:

	
Elvin Hayes[image: External link] – Washington Bullets


	
Bob Love[image: External link] – Chicago Bulls[image: External link]


	
Dave Cowens – Boston Celtics


	
Norm Van Lier[image: External link] – Chicago Bulls[image: External link]


	
Don Chaney[image: External link] – Boston Celtics








Note: All information on this page were obtained on the History section on NBA.com[image: External link]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	1975 NBA Finals

	1975 NBA Playoffs
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1975–76 NBA Season





The 1975–76 NBA season was the 30th season of the National Basketball Association. The season ended with the Boston Celtics winning the NBA Championship, beating the Phoenix Suns[image: External link] 4 games to 2 in the NBA Finals[image: External link].
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 Notable occurrences





	
Larry O'Brien[image: External link] begins his tenure as the league's third commissioner.

	The 1976 NBA All-Star Game was played at The Spectrum[image: External link] in Philadelphia[image: External link], with the East beating the West 123–109. Dave Bing[image: External link] of the Washington Bullets wins the game's MVP award.

	The Kansas City-Omaha Kings are renamed the Kansas City Kings[image: External link] as they settle into a permanent home[image: External link] in Kansas City, Missouri[image: External link].

	The New Orleans Jazz moved into the cavernous Louisiana Superdome[image: External link] after splitting their inaugural season between two inadequate facilities, the Loyola University Fieldhouse and New Orleans Municipal Auditorium.

	The Houston Rockets play their inaugural season in The Summit[image: External link] (now the Lakewood Church Central Campus).

	Game 4 of the NBA Finals was first game ever played in the month of June.

	Arguably the greatest NBA game ever played occurred in Game 5 of the NBA Finals when the Celtics and the Suns went into triple- overtime[image: External link] before the Celtics prevailed 128-126. 17 years later, the Suns would be involved in another triple-overtime Finals game.

	This was the final season before the NBA-ABA merger[image: External link].

	
Dick Bavetta[image: External link] begins his Hall of Fame[image: External link] officiating career, replacing the retired Mendy Rudolph[image: External link], who suffered a blood clot in his lung during a 1975 playoff game and became an analyst for CBS Sports[image: External link]. Bavetta went on to set the record for most games officiated.
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 By division






	
Atlantic Division


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Boston Celtics
	54
	28
	.659
	–
	31–10
	23–18
	13–8



	x-Philadelphia 76ers
	46
	36
	.561
	8
	34–7
	12–29
	9–12



	x-Buffalo Braves
	46
	36
	.561
	8
	28–14
	18–22
	10–11



	New York Knicks
	38
	44
	.463
	16
	24–17
	14–27
	10–11









	
Central Division


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Cleveland Cavaliers
	49
	33
	.598
	–
	29–12
	20–21
	15–11



	x-Washington Bullets
	48
	34
	.585
	1
	31–10
	17–24
	14–12



	Houston Rockets
	40
	42
	.488
	9
	27–13
	13–29
	14–12



	New Orleans Jazz[image: External link]
	38
	44
	.463
	11
	22–19
	16–25
	15–11



	Atlanta Hawks
	29
	53
	.354
	20
	20–21
	9–32
	7–19









	
Midwest Division


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Milwaukee Bucks
	38
	44
	.463
	–
	22–19
	16–25
	13–8



	x-Detroit Pistons
	36
	46
	.439
	2
	24–17
	12–29
	12–9



	Kansas City Kings[image: External link]
	31
	51
	.378
	7
	25–16
	6–35
	10–11



	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	24
	58
	.293
	14
	15–26
	9–32
	7–14









	
Pacific Division


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Golden State Warriors
	59
	23
	.720
	–
	36–5
	23–18
	17–9



	x-Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	43
	39
	.524
	16
	31–10
	12–29
	12–14



	x-Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	42
	40
	.512
	17
	27-14
	15-26
	15–11



	Los Angeles Lakers
	40
	42
	.488
	19
	31–11
	9–31
	10–16



	Portland Trail Blazers
	37
	45
	.451
	22
	25–15
	12–30
	11–15
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 By conference






	#
	
Eastern Conference[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	z-Boston Celtics
	54
	28
	.659
	–



	2
	y-Cleveland Cavaliers
	49
	33
	.598
	5



	3
	x-Washington Bullets
	48
	34
	.585
	6



	4
	x-Philadelphia 76ers
	46
	36
	.561
	8



	5
	x-Buffalo Braves
	46
	36
	.561
	8



	



	6
	Houston Rockets
	40
	42
	.488
	14



	7
	New York Knicks
	38
	44
	.463
	16



	8
	New Orleans Jazz[image: External link]
	38
	44
	.463
	16



	9
	Atlanta Hawks
	29
	53
	.354
	25









	#
	
Western Conference[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	z-Golden State Warriors
	59
	23
	.720
	–



	2
	x-Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	43
	39
	.524
	16



	3
	x-Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	42
	40
	.512
	17



	4
	y-Milwaukee Bucks
	38
	44
	.463
	21



	5
	x-Detroit Pistons
	36
	46
	.439
	23



	



	6
	Los Angeles Lakers
	40
	42
	.488
	19



	7
	Portland Trail Blazers
	37
	45
	.451
	22



	8
	Kansas City Kings[image: External link]
	31
	51
	.378
	28



	9
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	24
	58
	.293
	35







Notes


	
z, y – division champions

	
x – clinched playoff spot
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 Statistics leaders






	Category
	Player
	Team
	Stat



	Points per game
	Bob McAdoo[image: External link]
	Buffalo Braves[image: External link]
	31.1



	Rebounds per game
	Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers
	16.9



	Assists per game
	Slick Watts[image: External link]
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	8.1



	Steals per game
	Slick Watts
	Seattle SuperSonics
	3.18



	Blocks per game
	Kareem Abdul-Jabbar
	Los Angeles Lakers
	4.12



	FG%
	Wes Unseld[image: External link]
	Washington Bullets
	.561



	FT%
	Rick Barry
	Golden State Warriors
	.923
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 NBA awards





	
Most Valuable Player: Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link], Los Angeles Lakers


	
Rookie of the Year: Alvan Adams[image: External link], Phoenix Suns[image: External link]


	
Coach of the Year: Bill Fitch[image: External link], Cleveland Cavaliers


	
NBA All-Star Game MVP:Dave Bing[image: External link]


	
All-NBA First Team:

	
Rick Barry, Golden State Warriors


	
George McGinnis[image: External link], Philadelphia 76ers


	
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link], Los Angeles Lakers


	
Nate Archibald[image: External link], Kansas City Kings[image: External link]


	
Pete Maravich[image: External link], New Orleans Jazz[image: External link]






	
All-NBA Rookie Team:

	
Joe Meriweather[image: External link], Houston Rockets


	
Alvan Adams[image: External link], Phoenix Suns[image: External link]


	
Lionel Hollins[image: External link], Portland Trail Blazers


	
John Shumate[image: External link], Phoenix Suns[image: External link]/Buffalo Braves[image: External link]


	
Gus Williams, Golden State Warriors






	
NBA All-Defensive First Team:

	
Paul Silas[image: External link], Boston Celtics


	
John Havlicek[image: External link], Boston Celtics


	
Dave Cowens, Boston Celtics


	
Norm Van Lier[image: External link], Chicago Bulls[image: External link]


	
Slick Watts[image: External link], Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]






	
NBA All-Defensive Second Team:

	
Jim Brewer[image: External link], Cleveland Cavaliers


	
Jamaal Wilkes, Golden State Warriors


	
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link], Los Angeles Lakers


	
Jim Cleamons[image: External link], Cleveland Cavaliers


	
Phil Smith[image: External link], Golden State Warriors








Note: All information on this page were obtained on the History section on NBA.com[image: External link]
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2016–17 NBA Season





The 2016–17 NBA season is the 71st season of the National Basketball Association. The regular season began on October 25, 2016, with the 2016 NBA champion Cleveland Cavaliers hosting a game against the New York Knicks. Christmas Day games were played on Sunday December 25, 2016. The 2017 NBA All-Star Game[image: External link] was played at the Smoothie King Center[image: External link] in New Orleans[image: External link], Louisiana[image: External link], on February 19, 2017, with the West defeating the East 192–182. Anthony Davis of the New Orleans Pelicans was named the All Star Game MVP after breaking Wilt Chamberlain's record by scoring 52 points in the All Star Game. The original host of the game, Charlotte[image: External link]'s Spectrum Center[image: External link], was removed as the host on July 21, 2016 due to the league's opposition against North Carolina[image: External link]'s Public Facilities Privacy & Security Act[image: External link].[1] The regular season will end on April 12, 2017, and the playoffs will begin on April 15, 2017 and will end with the last game of the NBA Finals.
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 Transactions




See: List of 2016–17 NBA season transactions[image: External link]
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 Retirement





	On July 11, 2016, Tim Duncan[image: External link] officially announced his retirement after playing 19 seasons, winning five NBA championships with the San Antonio Spurs.[2]


	On July 25, 2016, Sasha Kaun[image: External link] officially announced his retirement after playing only one season in the NBA, winning one NBA championship with the Cleveland Cavaliers.[3]


	On July 26, 2016, Amar'e Stoudemire[image: External link] officially announced his retirement from the NBA after signing a ceremonial contract with the New York Knicks so he could officially end his 14-season career as a NBA player,[4][5] and went to play in Israel[image: External link].[6]


	On September 23, 2016, Kevin Garnett[image: External link] officially announced his retirement after playing 21 seasons, winning one NBA championship with the Boston Celtics.[7][8]


	On September 26, 2016, Paul Pierce[image: External link] officially announced that the 2016–17 season will be his last after playing 19 seasons, winning one NBA championship with the Boston Celtics.[9]


	On September 26, 2016, Mo Williams[image: External link] officially announced his retirement after playing 13 seasons, winning one NBA championship with the Cleveland Cavaliers.[10]


	On October 20, 2016, Elton Brand[image: External link] officially announced his retirement after playing 17 seasons.[11]


	On November 1, 2016, Ray Allen officially announced his retirement after playing 18 seasons, winning two NBA championships with the Boston Celtics and the Miami Heat[image: External link]. Prior to announcing his retirement, Allen had not played since the end of the 2013–14 season[image: External link].[12]


	On November 25, 2016, Kevin Martin[image: External link] announced his retirement from the NBA after playing 12 seasons.[13]


	On December 19, 2016, DeShawn Stevenson[image: External link] announced his retirement from the NBA after playing 13 seasons, winning one NBA championship with the Dallas Mavericks.[14]


	On January 6, 2017, Matt Bonner[image: External link] officially announced his retirement after playing 12 seasons, winning two NBA championships with the San Antonio Spurs.[15]
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 Free agency




Free agency[image: External link] negotiations began on Friday, July 1, 2016. Players can sign starting on July 6, after the July moratorium[image: External link] ended.
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 Coaching changes






	Coaching changes



	Off-season



	Team
	2015–16 season
	2016–17 season



	Brooklyn Nets
	
Tony Brown[image: External link] (interim)
	Kenny Atkinson[image: External link]



	Minnesota Timberwolves
	
Sam Mitchell[image: External link] (interim)
	Tom Thibodeau[image: External link]



	Washington Wizards
	Randy Wittman[image: External link]
	Scott Brooks[image: External link]



	Los Angeles Lakers
	Byron Scott[image: External link]
	Luke Walton[image: External link]



	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	George Karl
	Dave Joerger[image: External link]



	Indiana Pacers
	Frank Vogel[image: External link]
	Nate McMillan[image: External link]



	Orlando Magic
	Scott Skiles[image: External link]
	Frank Vogel[image: External link]



	Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	Dave Joerger[image: External link]
	David Fizdale[image: External link]



	Houston Rockets
	
J. B. Bickerstaff[image: External link] (interim)
	Mike D'Antoni[image: External link]



	New York Knicks
	
Kurt Rambis[image: External link] (interim)
	Jeff Hornacek[image: External link]
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 Off-season





	On April 14, 2016, Sam Mitchell[image: External link] was relieved of his interim head coaching duties as the coach of the Minnesota Timberwolves after the last game of the season, allowing them to look for a part-time coach.[16]


	On April 14, 2016, the Washington Wizards fired Randy Wittman[image: External link] after the team missed the playoffs.[17][18][19]


	On April 14, 2016 George Karl was fired by the Sacramento Kings[image: External link] after a disappointing 2015–16 season[image: External link] in which the Kings went 33–49.[20][21]


	On April 17, 2016, it was announced that Kenny Atkinson[image: External link] would be coaching with the Brooklyn Nets.[22]


	On April 19, 2016, Earl Watson[image: External link] would remove the interim coach tag he had last season and would be the coach of the Phoenix Suns[image: External link] for the next three years.[23][24]


	On April 20, 2016, the Timberwolves agreed to sign Tom Thibodeau[image: External link] to be their head coach and president of basketball operations. He was previously an assistant coach for the team from 1989 to 1991.[25][26]


	On April 25, 2016, the Lakers did not exercise their option on Scott's contract for the following season, deciding to pursue a new coach. His 38-126 (.232) record with the team was the worst of any of the 16 coaches who had led the franchise for at least two seasons.[27][28]


	On April 26, 2016, the Washington Wizards hired Scott Brooks to be their head coach.[29]


	On April 29, 2016, the Los Angeles Lakers hired Warriors Coach Luke Walton[image: External link] to become their new head coach. Walton led the Warriors to a 24–0 start in the 2015-16 season when Steve Kerr was sidelined.[30]


	On May 5, 2016, despite making the playoffs, Pacers' president Larry Bird[image: External link] announced that Frank Vogel[image: External link]'s contract would not be renewed, citing a need for a new voice to lead the players.[31][32]


	On May 7, 2016, the Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link] fired Dave Joerger[image: External link] after the team was swept in the first round.[33]


	On May 9, 2016, the Sacramento Kings[image: External link] hired Dave Joerger to become their new head coach, just two days after he was fired by the Memphis Grizzlies.[34]


	On May 12, 2016, Scott Skiles[image: External link] resigned as head coach of the Orlando Magic after only one season with the team.[35]


	On May 16, 2016, the Indiana Pacers named their assistant head coach Nate McMillan[image: External link] to become their new head coach.[36]


	On May 20, 2016, the Orlando Magic announced that they signed Frank Vogel[image: External link] to become their head coach.[37]


	On May 29, 2016, David Fizdale[image: External link], former Miami Heat[image: External link] assistant coach, was named as the Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link] head coach.[38]


	On June 1, 2016, the Houston Rockets named Mike D'Antoni[image: External link] as their new head coach.[39]


	On June 2, 2016, the New York Knicks announced Jeff Hornacek[image: External link] as their new head coach.[40]
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 Preseason




The preseason began on October 1, 2016 and ended on October 21, 2016.
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 Regular season




The regular season began on Tuesday, October 25, 2016. Christmas Day games were played on Sunday, December 25, 2016. The regular season will end on Wednesday, April 12, 2017. The schedule was released at 6:00 p.m. ET[image: External link] on August 11, 2016.[41]




	

	Eastern Conference[image: External link]





	Atlantic Division
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div
	GP



	x – Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	48
	27
	.640
	0.0
	27–10
	21–17
	9–5
	75



	x – Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	45
	30
	.600
	3.0
	25–13
	20–17
	12–2
	75



	o - Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	28
	47
	.373
	20.0
	17–20
	11–27
	6–6
	75



	o - New York Knicks[image: External link]
	28
	47
	.373
	20.0
	17–19
	11–28
	4–9
	75



	o – Brooklyn Nets[image: External link]
	16
	58
	.216
	31.5
	10–28
	6–30
	2–11
	74









	Central Division
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div
	GP



	y – Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	47
	26
	.644
	0.0
	28–8
	19–18
	7–7
	73



	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	39
	36
	.520
	9.0
	21–17
	18–19
	9–5
	75



	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	37
	38
	.493
	11.0
	26–12
	11–26
	7–7
	75



	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	35
	39
	.473
	12.5
	21–16
	14–23
	8–7
	74



	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	34
	41
	.453
	14.0
	23–15
	11–26
	5–10
	75









	Southeast Division
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div
	GP



	y – Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	46
	29
	.613
	0.0
	29–10
	17–19
	7–6
	75



	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	39
	36
	.520
	7.0
	20–18
	19–18
	5–10
	75



	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	37
	38
	.493
	9.0
	21–16
	16–22
	6–7
	75



	Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]
	34
	41
	.453
	12.0
	21–17
	13–24
	10–3
	75



	o – Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	27
	48
	.360
	19.0
	14–24
	13–24
	7–9
	75





	

	Western Conference[image: External link]





	Northwest Division
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div
	GP



	x – Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	46
	29
	.613
	0.0
	25–12
	21–17
	6–7
	75



	x – Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]
	43
	31
	.581
	2.5
	27–10
	16–21
	8–5
	74



	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	36
	38
	.486
	9.5
	20–15
	16–23
	9–3
	74



	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	35
	39
	.473
	10.5
	21–18
	14–21
	5–9
	74



	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	29
	44
	.397
	16.0
	18–19
	11–25
	4–8
	73









	Pacific Division
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div
	GP



	y – Golden State Warriors
	61
	14
	.813
	0.0
	31–4
	30–10
	12–2
	75



	x – Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	45
	31
	.592
	16.5
	25–12
	20–19
	7–6
	76



	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	29
	46
	.387
	32.0
	15–23
	14–23
	6–7
	75



	o – Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	22
	53
	.293
	39.0
	13–23
	9–30
	3–10
	75



	o – Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	21
	53
	.284
	39.5
	13–24
	8–29
	5–8
	74









	Southwest Division
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div
	GP



	x – San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	57
	17
	.770
	0.0
	29–8
	28–9
	9–5
	74



	x – Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	51
	23
	.689
	6.0
	28–10
	23–13
	10–6
	74



	Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	41
	34
	.547
	16.5
	22–14
	19–20
	7–6
	75



	New Orleans Pelicans[image: External link]
	32
	43
	.427
	25.5
	20–18
	12–25
	6–10
	75



	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	31
	43
	.419
	26.0
	21–18
	10–25
	4–9
	74
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 By conference







	


	Eastern Conference[image: External link]



	#
	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	GP



	1
	y – Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link] *
	47
	26
	.644
	–
	73



	2
	x – Boston Celtics[image: External link] *
	48
	27
	.640
	0.0
	75



	3
	y – Washington Wizards[image: External link] *
	46
	29
	.613
	2.0
	75



	4
	x – Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	45
	30
	.600
	3.0
	75



	5
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	39
	36
	.520
	9.0
	75



	6
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	39
	36
	.520
	9.0
	75



	7
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	37
	38
	.493
	11.0
	75



	8
	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	37
	38
	.493
	11.0
	75



	



	9
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	35
	39
	.473
	12.5
	74



	10
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	34
	41
	.453
	14.0
	75



	11
	Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]
	34
	41
	.453
	14.0
	75



	12
	o - Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	28
	47
	.373
	20.0
	75



	13
	o - New York Knicks[image: External link]
	28
	47
	.373
	20.0
	75



	14
	o – Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	27
	48
	.360
	21.0
	75



	15
	o – Brooklyn Nets[image: External link]
	16
	58
	.216
	31.5
	74





	


	Western Conference[image: External link]



	#
	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	GP



	1
	y – Golden State Warriors *
	61
	14
	.813
	–
	75



	2
	x – San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] *
	57
	17
	.770
	3.5
	74



	3
	x – Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	51
	23
	.689
	9.5
	74



	4
	x – Utah Jazz[image: External link] *
	46
	29
	.613
	15.0
	75



	5
	x – Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	45
	31
	.592
	16.5
	76



	6
	x – Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]
	43
	31
	.581
	17.5
	74



	7
	Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	41
	34
	.547
	20.0
	75



	8
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	36
	38
	.486
	24.5
	74



	



	9
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	35
	39
	.473
	25.5
	74



	10
	New Orleans Pelicans[image: External link]
	32
	43
	.427
	29.0
	75



	11
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	31
	43
	.419
	29.5
	74



	12
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	29
	44
	.397
	31.0
	73



	13
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	29
	46
	.387
	32.0
	75



	14
	o – Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	22
	53
	.293
	39.0
	75



	15
	o – Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	21
	53
	.284
	39.5
	74











Notes


	
z – Clinched home court advantage for the entire playoffs

	
c – Clinched home court advantage for the conference playoffs

	
y – Clinched division title

	
x – Clinched playoff spot

	
* – Division leader

	
o – Eliminated from Playoff contention
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 Playoffs




See: 2017 NBA Playoffs[image: External link]


The 2017 NBA Playoffs will begin on April 15, 2017. In May 2017, ESPN[image: External link] will air the Western Conference Finals and TNT[image: External link] will air the Eastern Conference Finals. The season will end with the 2017 NBA Finals[image: External link] which will begin on June 1, 2017 on ABC.
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[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Individual statistic leaders






	Category
	Player
	Team
	Statistic



	Points per game
	Russell Westbrook[image: External link]
	Oklahoma City Thunder
	31.4



	Rebounds per game
	Hassan Whiteside[image: External link]
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	14.1



	Assists per game
	James Harden[image: External link]
	Houston Rockets
	11.4



	Steals per game
	Draymond Green
	Golden State Warriors
	2.10



	Blocks per game
	Rudy Gobert[image: External link]
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	2.64



	Turnovers per game
	James Harden[image: External link]
	Houston Rockets
	5.8



	Fouls per game
	DeMarcus Cousins[image: External link]
	New Orleans Pelicans
	3.8



	Kristaps Porziņģis[image: External link]
	New York Knicks



	Minutes per game
	Kyle Lowry[image: External link]
	Toronto Raptors
	37.7



	FG%
	DeAndre Jordan
	Los Angeles Clippers
	70.8%



	FT%
	Stephen Curry
	Golden State Warriors
	91.1%



	3FG%
	Kyle Korver
	Cleveland Cavaliers
	44.7%



	Player efficiency rating[image: External link]
	Russell Westbrook[image: External link]
	Oklahoma City Thunder
	29.56



	Double-doubles[image: External link]
	James Harden[image: External link]
	Houston Rockets
	59



	Triple-doubles[image: External link]
	Russell Westbrook[image: External link]
	Oklahoma City Thunder
	38
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 Individual game highs






	Category
	Player
	Team
	Statistic



	Points
	Devin Booker[image: External link]
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	70



	Rebounds
	Hassan Whiteside[image: External link]
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	25



	DeAndre Jordan
	Los Angeles Clippers



	Rudy Gobert[image: External link]
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]



	Assists
	Russell Westbrook[image: External link]
	Oklahoma City Thunder
	22



	Steals
	Draymond Green
	Golden State Warriors
	10



	Blocks
	Robin Lopez[image: External link]
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	8



	Brook Lopez[image: External link]
	Brooklyn Nets



	Rudy Gobert[image: External link]
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]



	Three-pointers
	Stephen Curry
	Golden State Warriors
	13
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 Team statistic leaders






	Category
	Team
	Statistic



	Points per game
	Golden State Warriors
	115.9



	Rebounds per game
	Denver Nuggets
	46.3



	Assists per game
	Golden State Warriors
	30.4



	Steals per game
	Golden State Warriors
	9.7



	Blocks per game
	Golden State Warriors
	6.6



	Turnovers per game
	Brooklyn Nets
	16.1



	Philadelphia 76ers



	FG%
	Golden State Warriors
	49.4%



	FT%
	Boston Celtics
	81.3%



	3FG%
	San Antonio Spurs
	39.1%



	+/−
	Golden State Warriors
	+11.6
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 Players of the Week




The following players were named the Eastern and Western Conference Players of the Week.



	Week
	Eastern Conference
	Western Conference
	Ref.



	01Oct. 25–30
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers) (1/4)
	Westbrook, RussellRussell Westbrook[image: External link] (Oklahoma City Thunder) (1/3)
	[42]



	02Oct. 31 – Nov. 6
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers) (2/4)
	Hill, GeorgeGeorge Hill[image: External link] (Utah Jazz[image: External link]) (1/1)
	[43]



	03Nov. 7–13
	DeRozan, DeMarDeMar DeRozan[image: External link] (Toronto Raptors) (1/4)
	Harden, JamesJames Harden[image: External link] (Houston Rockets) (1/4)
	[44]



	04Nov. 14–20
	Butler, JimmyJimmy Butler[image: External link] (Chicago Bulls[image: External link]) (1/2)
	Davis, AnthonyAnthony Davis[image: External link] (New Orleans Pelicans) (1/1)
	[45]



	05Nov. 21–27
	Love, KevinKevin Love[image: External link] (Cleveland Cavaliers) (1/1)
	Durant, KevinKevin Durant (Golden State Warriors) (1/1)
	[46]



	06Nov. 28 – Dec. 4
	Antetokounmpo, GiannisGiannis Antetokounmpo[image: External link] (Milwaukee Bucks) (1/1)
	Westbrook, RussellRussell Westbrook[image: External link] (Oklahoma City Thunder) (2/3)
	[47]



	07Dec. 5–11
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers) (3/4)
	Gasol, MarcMarc Gasol[image: External link] (Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]) (1/1)
	[48]



	08Dec. 12–18
	DeRozan, DeMarDeMar DeRozan[image: External link] (Toronto Raptors) (2/4)
	Harden, JamesJames Harden[image: External link] (Houston Rockets) (2/4)
	[49]



	09Dec. 19–25
	Thomas, IsaiahIsaiah Thomas[image: External link] (Boston Celtics) (1/2)
	Westbrook, RussellRussell Westbrook[image: External link] (Oklahoma City Thunder) (3/3)
	[50]



	10Dec. 26 – Jan. 1
	Wall, JohnJohn Wall[image: External link] (Washington Wizards) (1/2)
	Harden, JamesJames Harden[image: External link] (Houston Rockets) (3/4)
	[51]



	11Jan. 2–8
	Butler, JimmyJimmy Butler[image: External link] (Chicago Bulls[image: External link]) (2/2)
	Curry, StephenStephen Curry (Golden State Warriors) (1/2)
	[52]



	12Jan. 9–15
	DeRozan, DeMarDeMar DeRozan[image: External link] (Toronto Raptors) (3/4)
	Hayward, GordonGordon Hayward[image: External link] (Utah Jazz[image: External link]) (1/1)
	[53]



	13Jan. 16–22
	Embiid, JoelJoel Embiid[image: External link] (Philadelphia 76ers) (1/1)
	Leonard, KawhiKawhi Leonard[image: External link] (San Antonio Spurs) (1/2)
	[54]



	14Jan. 23–29
	Waiters, DionDion Waiters[image: External link] (Miami Heat[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Cousins, DeMarcusDeMarcus Cousins[image: External link] (Sacramento Kings[image: External link]) (1/1)
	[55]



	15Jan. 30 – Feb. 5
	Thomas, IsaiahIsaiah Thomas[image: External link] (Boston Celtics) (2/2)
	Curry, StephenStephen Curry (Golden State Warriors) (2/2)
	[56]



	16Feb. 6–12
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers) (4/4)
	Griffin, BlakeBlake Griffin (Los Angeles Clippers) (1/1)
	[57]



	17Feb. 27 – Mar. 5
	Walker, KembaKemba Walker[image: External link] (Charlotte Hornets) (1/1)
	Leonard, KawhiKawhi Leonard[image: External link] (San Antonio Spurs) (2/2)
	[58]



	18Mar. 6–12
	Wall, JohnJohn Wall[image: External link] (Washington Wizards) (2/2)
	Towns, Karl-AnthonyKarl-Anthony Towns[image: External link] (Minnesota Timberwolves) (1/1)
	[59]



	19Mar. 13–19
	Whiteside, HassanHassan Whiteside[image: External link] (Miami Heat[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Lillard, DamianDamian Lillard[image: External link] (Portland Trail Blazers) (1/1)
	[60]



	20Mar. 20–26
	DeRozan, DeMarDeMar DeRozan[image: External link] (Toronto Raptors) (4/4)
	Harden, JamesJames Harden[image: External link] (Houston Rockets) (4/4)
	[61]



	21Mar. 27 – Apr. 2
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 Players of the Month




The following players were named the Eastern and Western Conference Players of the Month.



	Month
	Eastern Conference
	Western Conference
	Ref.



	01October/November
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers) (1/2)
	Westbrook, RussellRussell Westbrook[image: External link] (Oklahoma City Thunder) (1/2)
	[62]



	02December
	Wall, JohnJohn Wall[image: External link] (Washington Wizards) (1/1)
	Harden, JamesJames Harden[image: External link] (Houston Rockets) (1/1)
	[63]



	03January
	Thomas, IsaiahIsaiah Thomas[image: External link] (Boston Celtics) (1/1)
	Curry, StephenStephen Curry (Golden State Warriors) (1/1)

Durant, KevinKevin Durant (Golden State Warriors) (1/1)
	[64]



	04February
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers) (2/2)
	Westbrook, RussellRussell Westbrook[image: External link] (Oklahoma City Thunder) (2/2)
	[65]



	05March
	
	
	



	05April
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 Rookies of the Month




The following players were named the Eastern and Western Conference Rookies of the Month[image: External link].



	Month
	Eastern Conference
	Western Conference
	Ref.



	01October/November
	Embiid, JoelJoel Embiid[image: External link] (Philadelphia 76ers) (1/3)
	Murray, JamalJamal Murray[image: External link] (Denver Nuggets) (1/1)
	[66]



	02December
	Embiid, JoelJoel Embiid[image: External link] (Philadelphia 76ers) (2/3)
	Hield, BuddyBuddy Hield[image: External link] (New Orleans Pelicans) (1/1)
	[67]



	03January
	Embiid, JoelJoel Embiid[image: External link] (Philadelphia 76ers) (3/3)
	Chriss, MarqueseMarquese Chriss[image: External link] (Phoenix Suns[image: External link]) (1/1)
	[68]



	04February
	Šarić, DarioDario Šarić[image: External link] (Philadelphia 76ers) (1/1)
	Ferrell, YogiYogi Ferrell[image: External link] (Dallas Mavericks) (1/1)
	[69]



	05March
	
	
	



	05April
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 Coaches of the Month




The following coaches were named the Eastern and Western Conference Coaches of the Month.



	Month
	Eastern Conference
	Western Conference
	Ref.



	01October/November
	Lue, TyronnTyronn Lue[image: External link] (Cleveland Cavaliers) (1/1)
	Kerr, SteveSteve Kerr (Golden State Warriors) (1/2)
	[70]



	02December
	Casey, DwaneDwane Casey[image: External link] (Toronto Raptors) (1/1)
	D'Antoni, MikeMike D'Antoni[image: External link] (Houston Rockets) (1/1)
	[71]



	03January
	Brooks, ScottScott Brooks[image: External link] (Washington Wizards) (1/1)
	Kerr, SteveSteve Kerr (Golden State Warriors) (2/2)
	[72]



	04February
	Spoelstra, ErikErik Spoelstra[image: External link] (Miami Heat[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Popovich, GreggGregg Popovich[image: External link] (San Antonio Spurs) (1/1)
	[73]



	05March
	
	
	



	05April
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 Arenas





	This is the first season for the Sacramento Kings[image: External link] at the new Golden 1 Center[image: External link] after playing at the Sleep Train Arena[image: External link] from 1988 to 2016. They played their first regular season game there on October 27, 2016 against the San Antonio Spurs.

	On November 22, 2016, the Detroit Pistons announced that the 2016–17 season will be their last at The Palace of Auburn Hills[image: External link] and would be relocating to the new Little Caesars Arena[image: External link] in downtown Detroit beginning in the 2017–18 season,[74] the first time since 1961 that both the Pistons and the NHL's Detroit Red Wings[image: External link] will share a venue.

	On January 17, 2017, the Golden State Warriors officially broke ground on the Chase Center in San Francisco[image: External link]. The arena is estimated to be completed by the 2019–2020 season.[75]
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 Media




This will be the first season of the new nine-year U.S. television contracts with ABC[image: External link], ESPN[image: External link], TNT[image: External link], and NBA TV.

In Canada, rights are divided between the TSN[image: External link] and Sportsnet[image: External link] groups of channels and NBA TV Canada[image: External link]. These rights are of indefinite duration, as NBA TV Canada is owned by the Toronto Raptors' ownership group, Maple Leaf Sports & Entertainment[image: External link], which in turn is controlled by the parent companies of TSN and Sportsnet (Bell Canada[image: External link] and Rogers Communications[image: External link], respectively). TSN and Sportsnet each have rights to 41 Toronto Raptors regular season games and over 100 other regular season games,[76][77] and are expected (as in 2015–16) to share coverage of NBA All-Star Weekend, and split coverage of the playoffs and the NBA Finals. NBA TV Canada will carry 105 additional regular season games,[78] plus replays of other games carried on TSN and Sportsnet.
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	On May 12, 2016, the Utah Jazz[image: External link] unveiled new uniforms.[79]


	On June 15, 2016, the Sacramento Kings[image: External link] unveiled new uniforms.[80]


	On September 14, 2016, the Brooklyn Nets unveiled new alternate uniforms.[81]


	On September 23, 2016, the Golden State Warriors unveiled new alternate uniforms.[82]


	On April 11, 2017, the Minnesota Timberwolves would unveil their new logo and uniforms to enter the 2017–18 NBA season[image: External link].




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Notable occurrences





	The 2016–17 NBA schedule features a historic low of "back-to-back" games, along with teams playing four games in a five-day stretch.[83] It was the first schedule created with a new optimization computer program[84] that the NBA described at the MIT Sport Analytic Conference.[85]


	The season also will see the league's timing systems, including the official game clock and shot clock[image: External link] united for the first time under a long-term sponsorship and equipment deal with Swiss watchmaker Tissot[image: External link]; the deal includes the prominence of the Tissot logo on each court game clock/shot clock unit, which was redesigned to be both more clearly visible by spectators and with materials in the number elements that are more "see-through" than the previous Daktronics[image: External link] or OES models used by individual venues.[86]


	On October 25, LeBron James recorded his 43rd career triple-double in a win against the New York Knicks, becoming the first player since Jason Kidd[image: External link] in 2006 to post a triple-double on Opening Night.[87]


	On October 26, Anthony Davis[image: External link] scored 50 points in a 102–107 loss to the Denver Nuggets, becoming just the fourth player in NBA history to score 50+ points on Opening Night.[88]


	On October 29, Russell Westbrook[image: External link] registered the first 50-point triple double since Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link] in 1975 in an overtime win against the Phoenix Suns[image: External link], recording 51 points, 13 rebounds, and 10 assists—the 3rd highest point total ever in a triple-double.[89]


	On November 1, James Harden[image: External link] recorded 41 points and 15 assists in a loss against the Cleveland Cavaliers. The next night, Harden scored 30 points with 15 assists in a win against the New York Knicks, becoming the first player to register at least 30 points and 15 assists in back-to-back games since Magic Johnson in 1986–87.[90]


	On November 4, DeMar DeRozan[image: External link] scored 34 points in a win against the Miami Heat[image: External link], becoming the first player since Michael Jordan in 1986[image: External link] to score 30+ points in the first five games to start the season.[91]


	On November 4, Chris Paul recorded his 3,499th career assist with the Los Angeles Clippers in a win against the Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link], becoming the franchise's all-time leader in assists, passing Randy Smith[image: External link].[92]


	On November 5, LeBron James scored his 26,947th career point in a win against the Philadelphia 76ers, passing Hakeem Olajuwon[image: External link] for 10th on the all-time scoring list.[93]


	On November 7, John Wall[image: External link] passed Wes Unseld[image: External link] to become the Washington Wizards' franchise leader in career assists.[94]


	On November 7, Stephen Curry made 13 three-pointers against the New Orleans Pelicans, setting a new NBA record for most three-pointers made by a player in a single game, breaking the previous record of 12 shared by Curry himself, along with Kobe Bryant and Donyell Marshall.[95]


	On November 11, LeBron James scored his 27,000th career point in a win against the Wizards, becoming the youngest player in NBA history to reach that milestone (31 years, 317 days).[96]


	On November 18, the San Antonio Spurs defeated the Los Angeles Lakers, giving Spurs coach Gregg Popovich[image: External link] his 1,099th career victory as head coach, passing Larry Brown[image: External link] for seventh place all-time in coaching career wins.[97] He'd record his 1,100th career victory as head coach three days later against the Dallas Mavericks.

	On November 23, Kevin Love[image: External link] scored 34 points in the first quarter of a win against the Portland Trail Blazers, setting an NBA record for most points scored in the 1st quarter, and second most in any quarter. Love finished the quarter 11-of-14 from the field and 8-of-10 from three, shattering the franchise's old record for both points and 3-pointers in a quarter.[98]


	On November 23, LeBron James recorded his 44th career triple-double in a win against the Portland Trail Blazers, passing Fat Lever[image: External link] for sixth all-time.[98]


	On November 23, the Golden State Warriors set a franchise record with 47 team assists in a 149–106 win against the Los Angeles Lakers.[99]


	On November 25, the Houston Rockets set an NBA record by attempting 50 three-pointers in a 117–104 win against the Sacramento Kings[image: External link], breaking the previous record of 49 set by the Dallas Mavericks in 1996.[100]


	On November 26, Russell Westbrook[image: External link] record his 44th career triple-double in a win over the Detroit Pistons, passing Fat Lever[image: External link] and tying LeBron James for sixth all-time.[101]


	On November 29, the Houston Rockets scored at least 10 3-pointers in their 17th consecutive game, setting an NBA record.[102]


	On November 29, in all six games, the team with the worst record ended up winning, making it only the second time in NBA history that's happened this late into the season (January 7, 1969).[103]


	On November 30, Russell Westbrook[image: External link] scored his fourth straight triple-double and in doing so became the first player since Oscar Robertson[image: External link] in 1961–62 to average a triple-double into the month of December.[104]


	On December 1, in a 132–127 double-overtime win by the Houston Rockets over the Golden State Warriors, the two teams combined for 88 3-point attempts, setting an NBA record, with each team attempting 44 three's, also marking the first game in NBA history that both teams in a single game each attempted 40+ three-pointers.[105]


	On December 4, Russell Westbrook[image: External link] recorded a triple-double in his 5th straight game, the first player to achieve that feat since Michael Jordan in 1989.[106]


	On December 5, Klay Thompson scored 60 points (shooting 21-of-33 and 8-of-14 on three-pointers) in 29 minutes over just three quarters in a 142–106 win over the Indiana Pacers. Thompson became the first person in the shot-clock era to score 60 points in less than 30 minutes, and the first to score at least 60 points in three quarters since Kobe Bryant scored 62 against the Mavericks in December 2005.[107][108]


	On December 9, LeBron James passed Elvin Hayes[image: External link] for ninth on the all-time scoring list with 27,315 career points.[109]


	On December 9, Russell Westbrook[image: External link] recorded his 7th straight triple-double in a loss against the Houston Rockets, tying Michael Jordan and Oscar Robertson[image: External link] for the second longest streak of such in NBA history.[110]


	On December 10, Chris Paul recorded 20 points, 20 assists, and 0 turnovers in a win against the New Orleans Pelicans, the first person in NBA history to achieve those stats since turnovers first started being recorded in 1977.[111]


	On December 10, LeBron James recorded his 7,000th career assist, becoming the first frontcourt player, and 16th overall, in NBA history to reach that mark.[112]


	On December 14, the NBA tentatively completed an agreement with the NBA Players Association for their new Collective Bargaining Agreement. Major noteworthy notes about the agreement include the return of a six-year extension for a player on a team, an update on some of the fixed salaries, the introduction of two-way contracts for teams to have two extra players on their team for the purpose of developing in the NBA Development League while also improving the payment for players there, a shortened preseason with an earlier regular season starting point, and the extension of five-year contracts given to players nearing the age of 38 instead of the age of 36.[113] The official signing was complete on January 19, 2017.

	On December 15, 2016; Turner Sports Reporter, Craig Sager[image: External link], passed away from acute myeloid leukemia[image: External link] after being diagnosed in 2014.

	On December 16, the Houston Rockets made 24 three-pointers on 61 attempts in a win against the New Orleans Pelicans, setting the NBA records for both most made and attempted three-point field goals in a regular season game.[114]


	On December 17, Russell Westbrook[image: External link] became just the sixth player in NBA history to amass 50 career triple-doubles, and became the first player since Magic Johnson in 1988 to record a 25-point, 20 assist triple-double.[115]


	On December 20, LeBron James passed Moses Malone[image: External link] for eighth on the all-time scoring list with 27,410 career points.[116]


	On December 31, James Harden[image: External link] recorded 53 points, 16 rebounds, and 17 assists in a win against the New York Knicks. It was the first 50–15–15 game in NBA history, and Harden tied Wilt Chamberlain for the most points ever scored in a triple-double.[117]


	On January 2, Jimmy Butler[image: External link] scored 52 points in a win against the Charlotte Hornets, becoming the eighth different player this season to score 50 points in a game, tying an NBA record for most in a single season (1990 and 2016). The other players to score 50 this season were James Harden[image: External link], Isaiah Thomas[image: External link], DeMarcus Cousins[image: External link], John Wall[image: External link], Klay Thompson, Anthony Davis[image: External link], and Russell Westbrook[image: External link].[118]


	On January 6, Chris Paul passed Rod Strickland[image: External link] for 10th on the all-time assists list with 7,988 career assists, and two days later, became the 10th player all-time to record 8,000 career assists.[119]


	On January 8, LeBron James became just the 14th player in NBA history to record 10,000 career field goals in a win against the Phoenix Suns.[120]


	On January 11, LeBron James passed Tim Hardaway for 15th on the all-time assists list with 7,096. James became the only player to be in the top 10 on the all-time scoring list and top 15 in assists.[121]


	On January 12, the Denver Nuggets played against the Indiana Pacers at The O2 Arena[image: External link] in London[image: External link].[122] The Nuggets would blow out the Pacers by the final score of 140–112.[123]


	The Phoenix Suns[image: External link] played against the Dallas Mavericks and San Antonio Spurs at the Mexico City Arena[image: External link] on January 12 and 14, 2017.[124] The Suns would lose their game against the Mavericks by the score of 113–108,[125] but would win against the Spurs with the final score of 108–105.[126]


	On January 25, Russell Westbrook[image: External link] recorded his 60th career triple-double, passing Larry Bird[image: External link] for fifth all-time in NBA history.[127]


	On January 26, Vince Carter[image: External link] turned 40 years old, becoming just the 16th player ever to play in his 40's in the NBA.

	On January 27, James Harden[image: External link] recorded a 51-point, 13 rebound, 13 assist triple-double in a win against the Philadelphia 76ers, becoming the first player in NBA history to record multiple 50-point triple-doubles in the same season, and tying Oscar Robertson[image: External link] for the most 40-point triple-doubles in a single season with five.[128]


	On January 28, the Golden State Warriors beat the Los Angeles Clippers 144–98 for their 40th win of the season, becoming the first team in NBA history to win at least 40 of their first 50 games three seasons in a row.[129]


	On February 3, the Boston Celtics beat the Los Angeles Lakers 113–107, giving the Celtics franchise its 3,253rd all-time win, passing the aforementioned Lakers for most wins by a single franchise in NBA history.[130]


	On February 4, LeBron James scored his 28,000th career point, becoming the youngest player, and just the eighth overall, to reach that mark (32 years, 36 days).[131]


	On February 4, Gregg Popovich[image: External link] earned his 1,128th career coaching victory with the San Antonio Spurs, passing Jerry Sloan[image: External link] for most coaching wins with a single franchise in NBA history.[132]


	On February 6, LeBron James passed Lenny Wilkens[image: External link] for 13th on the NBA's all-time assist list with 7,227 career assists.[133] On that day, after missing a wide open layup in the final seconds in a game against the Wizards, he caught the full-court inbounds pass from Kevin Love[image: External link] and somehow hits a game-tying fadeaway three falling out of bounds with Bradley Beal[image: External link] in his face with 0.3 seconds to go. The Cavs would go on to win it in OT.

	On February 7, Dirk Nowitzki passed John Havlicek[image: External link] for 10th all-time in NBA history in field goals made with 10,514 career field goals.[134]


	On February 8, the Miami Heat[image: External link] won their 12th straight game in a row, making it the longest winning streak for a team below .500 in NBA history, passing the 1996-97 Phoenix Suns[image: External link]. The streak would reach 13 straight before losing to the Philadelphia 76ers on February 11.[135]


	On February 10, Draymond Green became the first player in NBA history to record a triple-double while failing to score in double figures. In the Warriors' 122–107 win over the Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link], Green only scored 4 points, but collected 12 rebounds, 10 assists, and 10 steals. Green also became the first player to record 10 steals and 5 blocks in a game since those became official NBA statistics in the 1973–74 season[image: External link].[136]


	On February 12, Carmelo Anthony[image: External link] passed Charles Barkley[image: External link] for 25th on the all-time scoring list.[137]


	On February 13, the San Antonio Spurs earned their 42nd victory of the season, clinching the franchise's 20th straight winning season, setting an NBA record for most consecutive winning seasons by a single team.[138]


	On February 13, the Denver Nuggets made 24 three-pointers in a 132–110 win against the Golden State Warriors. The Nuggets' 24 three-pointers tied the NBA record for most three-pointers made in a single regular season game, along with the Houston Rockets who set the record earlier in the season on December 16.[139]


	On February 15, Vince Carter[image: External link] passed Allen Iverson[image: External link] for 23rd on the all-time scoring list with 24,369 career points.[140]


	On February 15, Russell Westbrook[image: External link] recorded his 27th triple-double of the season, moving into sole possession of third place all-time for most triple-doubles in a single season behind Oscar Robertson[image: External link]'s 41 in 1962 and Wilt Chamberlain's 31 in 1968.[141]


	On February 15, Kyle Korver made his 2,000th career 3-pointer, becoming just the seventh player in NBA history to reach that milestone.[142]


	On February 16, Isaiah Thomas[image: External link] set a Boston Celtics franchise record by scoring 20+ points in his 41st straight game, breaking the previous record of 40 straight by John Havlicek[image: External link].[143]


	On February 25, the Golden State Warriors became the quickest team in NBA history to clinch a playoff spot, beating the record set by last year's Warriors team by two days (February 27th).[144]


	On February 27, Stephen Curry shot 0-for-11 on 3-point attempts in a win against the Philadelphia 76ers, becoming just the fourth player in NBA history to make no three-pointers while attempting at least eleven such shots.[145]


	During the month of March, the NBA would break the record for most triple-doubles recorded in a single season.

	On March 1, the Detroit Pistons shot 3-of-17 on free throws in a loss against the New Orleans Pelicans, setting a record for the lowest free-throw percentage (17.6%) in a game in NBA history (minimum 10 attempts).[146]


	On March 2, the Golden State Warriors lost their second consecutive game, snapping their NBA record streak of 146 straight regular season games without consecutive losses which dated back to April 2015.[147]


	On March 3, the Cleveland Cavaliers made 25 three-pointers in a win against the Atlanta Hawks, setting the NBA regular-season record for most 3's made in a game, surpassing the record of 24 set by the Rockets and Nuggets earlier in the season.[148]


	On March 4, Eric Gordon[image: External link] made his 180th three-pointer of the season in his 49th game as a reserve, setting an NBA record for the most three-pointers made in a season by a player off the bench. The previous record of 179 three-pointers was set by Mirza Teletović[image: External link] last year in 78 games.[149]


	On March 4, Ricky Rubio[image: External link] recorded the 79th triple-double of the season throughout the NBA, breaking the record of 78 set in 1988–89 for most triple-doubles in a single season in NBA history.[150]


	On March 7, Russell Westbrook[image: External link] scored a career high 58 points in a loss against the Portland Trail Blazers, tying Fred Brown[image: External link] for most points scored in a game in Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]/Oklahoma City Thunder franchise history.[151]


	On March 7, Dirk Nowitzki scored his 30,000th career point in a win against the Los Angeles Lakers, becoming just the sixth player in NBA history to reach that milestone–Kareem Abdul-Jabaar[image: External link], Karl Malone[image: External link], Kobe Bryant, Michael Jordan, and Wilt Chamberlain.[152]


	On March 22, Russell Westbrook[image: External link] became the first player in NBA history to record a triple-double while making all of his attempted baskets and free throws. In the Thunder's 122–97 win over the Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link], he went 6-for-6 from both the floor and the line while collecting 18 points, 11 rebounds, and 14 assists.[153]


	On March 24, Devin Booker[image: External link] became the 6th player in NBA history to score at least 70 points in a game. In addition, Booker became the youngest player in NBA history to score at least 60 points in a game, breaking Michael Jordan's record.
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Wilt Chamberlain





Wilton Norman "Wilt" Chamberlain (August 21, 1936 – October 12, 1999) was an American basketball[image: External link] player. He played for the Philadelphia/San Francisco Warriors, the Philadelphia 76ers, and the Los Angeles Lakers of the National Basketball Association (NBA); he played for the University of Kansas[image: External link] and also for the Harlem Globetrotters[image: External link] before playing in the NBA. The 7 foot 1 inch Chamberlain weighed 250 pounds as a rookie[1] before bulking up to 275 and eventually to over 300 pounds with the Lakers. He played the center[image: External link] position and is widely considered one of the greatest and most dominant players in NBA history.[2][3]

Chamberlain holds numerous NBA records[image: External link] in scoring[image: External link], rebounding[image: External link], and durability categories. He is the only player to score 100 points in a single NBA game or average more than 40 and 50 points in a season. He also won seven scoring, eleven rebounding, nine field goal percentage[image: External link] titles and led the league in assists[image: External link] once.[3] Chamberlain is the only player in NBA history to average at least 30 points and 20 rebounds per game in a season, a feat he accomplished seven times. He is also the only player to average at least 30 points and 20 rebounds per game over the entire course of his NBA career. Although he suffered a long string of professional losses,[4] Chamberlain had a successful career, winning two NBA championships, earning four regular-season Most Valuable Player[image: External link] awards, the Rookie of the Year[image: External link] award, one NBA Finals MVP award, and being selected to 13 All-Star Games and ten All-NBA First and Second teams.[2][5] Chamberlain was subsequently enshrined in the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame in 1978, elected into the NBA's 35th Anniversary Team of 1980, and chosen as one of the 50 Greatest Players in NBA History of 1996.[5]

Chamberlain was known by various nicknames during his basketball playing career. He hated the ones that called attention to his height such as " Goliath[image: External link]" and "Wilt the Stilt[image: External link]", which was coined during his high school[image: External link] days by a Philadelphia[image: External link] sportswriter. He preferred "The Big Dipper", which was inspired by his friends who saw him dip his head as he walked through doorways.[6] After his basketball career ended, Chamberlain played volleyball[image: External link] in the short-lived International Volleyball Association[image: External link], was president of this organization, and is enshrined in the IVA Hall of Fame for his contributions.[7] Chamberlain was also a successful businessman, authored several books, and appeared in the movie Conan the Destroyer[image: External link]. He was a lifelong bachelor, and became notorious for his claim to have had sexual intercourse with as many as 20,000 women.[8]
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 Early years




Wilton Norman Chamberlain was born in Philadelphia[image: External link], into a family of nine children, the son of Olivia Ruth Johnson, a domestic worker and homemaker, and William Chamberlain, a welder, custodian, and handyman.[9] He was a frail child, nearly dying of pneumonia[image: External link] in his early years and missing a whole year of school as a result.[10] In his early years Chamberlain was not interested in basketball, because he thought it was "a game for sissies".[11] Instead, he was an avid track and field[image: External link] athlete: as a youth, he high jumped[image: External link] 6 feet, 6 inches, ran the 440 yards in 49.0 seconds and the 880 yards in 1:58.3, put the shot[image: External link] 53 feet, 4 inches, and broad jumped[image: External link] 22 feet.[12] But according to Chamberlain, "basketball was king in Philadelphia", so he eventually turned to the sport.[13] Because Chamberlain was a very tall child, already measuring six feet at age 10[14] and six feet 11 inches when he entered Philadelphia's Overbrook High School[image: External link],[3] he had a natural advantage against his peers; he soon was renowned for his scoring talent, his physical strength and his shot blocking abilities.[15] According to ESPN[image: External link] journalist Hal Bock, Chamberlain was "scary, flat-out frightening... before he came along, most basketball players were mortal-sized men. Chamberlain changed that."[16] It was also in this period of his life when his three lifelong nicknames "Wilt the Stilt", "Goliath", and his favorite, "The Big Dipper", were allegedly born.[2]
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 High school career




As a player for the Overbrook Panthers, Chamberlain averaged 31 points a game during the 1953 high school season and led his team to a 71-62 win against the Northeast High School of his future NBA teammate Guy Rodgers. He scored 34 points, won Overbrook the Public League title and a berth for the Philadelphia city championship game against the winner of the rival Catholic league, West Catholic.[17] In that game, West Catholic quadruple-teamed Chamberlain the entire game, and despite the center's 29 points, the Panthers lost 54-42.[17] In his second Overbrook season, Chamberlain continued his prolific scoring, among them scoring a high school record 71 points against Roxborough.[18] The Panthers comfortably won the Public League title after again beating Northeast in which Chamberlain scored 40 points, and later won the city title by defeating South Catholic 74-50. Chamberlain scored 32 points and led Overbrook to a flawless 19–0 season.[18] During summer vacations Chamberlain worked as a bellhop in Kutsher's Hotel[image: External link]. Subsequently, owners Milton and Helen Kutsher kept up a lifelong friendship with Wilt, and according to their son Mark, "They were his second set of parents."[19] Red Auerbach[image: External link], the coach of the Boston Celtics, spotted the talented teenager at Kutscher's and had him play 1-on-1 against Kansas University standout and national champion, B. H. Born[image: External link], elected the Most Valuable Player of the 1953 NCAA Finals. Chamberlain won 25-10; Born was so dejected that he gave up a promising NBA career and became a tractor engineer ("If there were high school kids that good, I figured I wasn't going to make it to the pros"),[20] and Auerbach wanted Chamberlain to go to a New England[image: External link] university, so he could draft him as a territorial pick[image: External link] for the Celtics, but Chamberlain did not respond.[20]

In Chamberlain's third and final Overbrook season, he continued his high scoring, once logging 74, 78 and 90 points in three consecutive games.[21] The Panthers won the Public League a third time, beating West Philadelphia 78-60, and in the city championship game, they met West Catholic once again. Scoring 35 points, Chamberlain led Overbrook to an easy 83-42 victory.[21] After three years, Chamberlain had led Overbrook to two city championships, logged a 56–3 record and broken Tom Gola's high school scoring record by scoring 2,252 points, averaging 37.4 points per game.[2][4][22] After his last Overbrook season, over 200 universities wanted to recruit the basketball prodigy.[3] Among others, UCLA[image: External link] offered Chamberlain the opportunity to become a movie star, the University of Pennsylvania[image: External link] wanted to buy him diamonds, and Chamberlain's Panthers coach Mosenson was even offered a coaching position if he could persuade the center.[23] In his 2004 biography of Chamberlain, Robert Cherry has described that Chamberlain wanted a change and therefore did not want to go to or near Philadelphia (also eliminating New York), was not interested in New England, and snubbed the South because of segregation[image: External link]; leaving the Midwest.[23] In the end, after visiting the University of Kansas[image: External link] with renowned college coach Phog Allen[image: External link], Chamberlain then proclaimed he was going to play college basketball at Kansas.[23]
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 College career




In 1955, Chamberlain joined KU. At KU, Chamberlain became a player for the Kansas Jayhawks[image: External link] freshman[image: External link] team under coach Phog Allen, whom he admired, and also a member of Kappa Alpha Psi[image: External link] fraternity, where he was the president of his pledge class.[24] Announced as "looking lighter than his 240 pounds, [able to] reach 9'6" up in the air [flatfooted], and [with a wingspan of] 7'2",[citation needed[image: External link]] his debut was highly anticipated, and he delivered: in Chamberlain's debut game for the freshman squad, the freshman Jayhawks were pitted against the varsity Jayhawks, who were favored to win their conference that year. Chamberlain dominated his older college mates by scoring 42 points (16–35 from the field, 10–12 on free throws[image: External link]), grabbing 29 rebounds and registering four blocks[image: External link].[12] Chamberlain's prospects of playing under Allen ended, however, when the coach turned 70 shortly after and was forced to retire by KU regulation. Chamberlain had a bad relationship with Allen's successor, Dick Harp[image: External link], fueled by resentment and disappointment: Chamberlain biographer Robert Cherry has doubted whether Chamberlain would have chosen KU if he had known that Allen was going to retire.[25]

On December 3, 1956, Chamberlain made his varsity debut. In his first varsity game the center scored 52 points and grabbed 31 rebounds, breaking both all-time Kansas records in an 87–69 win against the Northwestern team of future NBA teammate Joe Ruklick[image: External link].[26] Teammate Monte Johnson testified to his athleticism: "Wilt ... had unbelievable endurance and speed ... and was never tired. When he dunked, he was so fast that a lot of players got their fingers jammed [between Chamberlain's hand and the rim]." Reportedly, Chamberlain also broke Johnny Kerr[image: External link]'s toe with a slam dunk.[26] By this time, Chamberlain had developed several offensive weapons that became his trademarks: his finger roll, his fade-away jump shot, which he could also hit as a bank shot, his passing and his shot-blocking.[26] Leading a talented squad of starters, including Maurice King[image: External link], Gene Elstun, John Parker, Ron Lonesky and Lew Johnson, the Jayhawks went 13–1 until they lost a game 56–54 versus Oklahoma State, who held the ball the last three and a half minutes without any intention of scoring a basket, which was still possible in the days before the shot clock[image: External link] (introduced 1984 in the NCAA).[26] As he did at Overbrook, Chamberlain again showcased his diverse athletic talent. He ran the 100-yard dash in 10.9 seconds, shot-putted 56 feet, triple jumped[image: External link] more than 50 feet, and won the high jump in the Big Eight[image: External link] track and field championships three straight years.[27]

In 1957, 23 teams played for the NCAA Men's Division I Basketball Championship[image: External link]. The Midwest regional tourney was held in Dallas, Texas[image: External link], which at the time was segregated. In the first game, the Jayhawks played the all-white SMU[image: External link] team, and KU player John Parker later said: "The crowd was brutal. We were spat on, pelted with debris, and subjected to the vilest racial epithets possible."[26] KU won 73–65 in overtime, after which police had to escort the Jayhawks out. The next game against Oklahoma City was equally unpleasant, with KU winning 81–61 under intense racist abuse.[26] In the semi-finals, Chamberlain's Jayhawks handily defeated the two time defending national champion San Francisco[image: External link], 80–56, with Wilt scoring 32 points, grabbing 11 rebounds, and having at least seven blocked shots. (Game film is unclear whether an 8th block occurred, or the ball just fell short due to Chamberlain's withering defensive intimidation). Chamberlain demonstrated his growing arsenal of offensive moves, including jump shots, put-backs, tip-ins, and his turnaround jump shot. He was far more comfortable and effective at the foul line than he would later be during his pro career. He had outstanding foot speed throughout the game, and several times led the fast break, including blocking a shot near the basket and then outracing the field for a layup. His stellar performance led Kansas to an insurmountable lead, and he rested on the bench for the final 3:45 remaining in the game.

Chamberlain made the First Team of the All-America[image: External link] squad and led his Jayhawks into the NCAA[image: External link] finals against the Tar Heels[image: External link] of North Carolina. In that game, Tar Heels coach Frank McGuire used several unorthodox tactics to thwart Chamberlain. For the tip-off, he sent his shortest player, Tommy Kearns, in order to rattle Chamberlain, and the Tar Heels spent the rest of the night triple-teaming[image: External link] him, one defender in front, one behind, and a third arriving as soon as he got the ball.[4] With their fixation on Chamberlain, the Jayhawks shot only 27% from the field, as opposed to 64% of the Tar Heels, and trailed 22–29 at halftime.[26] Later, North Carolina led 40–37 with 10 minutes to go and stalled the game: they passed the ball around without any intention of scoring a basket. After several Tar Heel turnovers, the game was tied at 46 at the end of regulation.[26] In the first overtime each teams scored two points, and in the second overtime Kansas froze the ball in return, keeping the game tied at 48. In the third overtime, the Tar Heels scored two consecutive baskets, but Chamberlain executed a three-point play, leaving KU trailing 52–51. After King scored a basket, Kansas was ahead by one point, but then Tar Heel Joe Quigg was fouled on a drive with 10 seconds remaining and made his two foul shots. For the final play, Dick Harp called for Ron Loneski to pass the ball into Chamberlain in the low post. The pass was intercepted, however, and the Tar Heels won the game. Nonetheless, Chamberlain, who scored 23 points and 14 rebounds,[26] was elected the Most Outstanding Player[image: External link] of the Final Four[image: External link].[4] Cherry has speculated, however, that this loss was a watershed in Chamberlain's life, because it was the first time that his team lost despite him putting up impressive individual stats. Chamberlain later admitted that this loss was the most painful of his life.[26]

In Chamberlain's junior year (1957–58 NCAA season), the Jayhawks' matches were even more frustrating for him. Knowing how dominant Chamberlain was, the opponents resorted to freeze-ball tactics and routinely used three or more players to guard him.[28] Teammate Bob Billings commented: "It was not fun basketball ... we were just out chasing people throwing the basketball back and forth."[28] Nevertheless, Chamberlain averaged 30.1 points for the season and led the Jayhawks to an 18–5 record, losing three games while he was out with a urinary infection:[28] because KU came second in the league and at the time only conference winners were invited to the NCAA tourney, the Jayhawks' season ended. It was a small consolation that he was again named an All-American, along with future NBA Hall-of-Famers Elgin Baylor[image: External link] and Oscar Robertson[image: External link] plus old rival Guy Rodgers.[28] Having lost the enjoyment from NCAA basketball and wanting to earn money, he left college and sold the story named "Why I Am Leaving College" to Look magazine for $10,000, a large sum when NBA players earned $9,000 in a whole season.[28] In two seasons at Kansas, Chamberlain averaged 29.9 points and 18.3 rebounds per game[image: External link] while totaling 1,433 points and 877 rebounds,[16] and led Kansas to one Big Seven[image: External link] championship.[5] By the time Chamberlain was 21, he had already been featured in Time[image: External link], Life[image: External link], Look[image: External link], and Newsweek[image: External link] magazines, even before he turned professional.[29]

For many years following Chamberlain's departure from the University of Kansas, critics claimed that he either wanted to leave the very white Midwest or was embarrassed by not being able to bring home the NCAA basketball tournament victory. In 1998, Chamberlain returned to Allen Field House in Lawrence, Kansas[image: External link] to participate in a jersey-retiring ceremony for his #13. Around this time, he has been quoted as saying: "There's been a lot of conversation, since people have been trying to get my jersey number retired, that I have some dislike for the University of Kansas. That is totally ridiculous."[30]
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 Harlem Globetrotters (1958–1959)




After his frustrating junior year, Chamberlain wanted to become a professional player before finishing his senior year.[31] However, at that time, the NBA did not accept players until after their college graduating class had been completed. Therefore, Chamberlain was prohibited from joining the NBA for a year, and decided to play for the Harlem Globetrotters[image: External link] in 1958 for a sum of $50,000[2][4] (equal to about $415,000 today).[note 1]

Chamberlain became a member of the Globetrotters team which made history by playing in Moscow in 1959, enjoyed a sold out tour of the USSR[image: External link] and prior to the start of a game at Moscow's Lenin Central Stadium, were greeted by the General Secretary Nikita Khrushchev[image: External link].[32] One particular Trotter skit involved Trotters captain Meadowlark Lemon[image: External link] collapsing to the ground, and instead of helping him up, Chamberlain threw him several feet high up in the air and caught him like a doll. "[Chamberlain] was the strongest athlete who ever lived", the 210-pound Lemon later recounted.[33] In later years, Chamberlain frequently joined the Trotters in the off-season and fondly recalled his time there, because he was no longer jeered at or asked to break records, but just one of several artists who loved to entertain the crowd.[34] On March 9, 2000, Chamberlain's number 13 was retired by the Trotters.[32]
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 Philadelphia/San Francisco Warriors (1959–1965)




On October 24, 1959, Chamberlain finally made his NBA debut, starting for the Philadelphia Warriors.[2] Chamberlain immediately became the NBA's best paid player, earning $30,000 (equal to about $246,000 today)[note 1] in his rookie contract; in comparison, the previous top earner was Bob Cousy[image: External link] of the Boston Celtics with $25,000; in fact, Eddie Gottlieb[image: External link] bought the whole Warriors franchise for $25,000 seven years earlier.[35]

In the 1959–60 NBA season[image: External link], Chamberlain joined a Warriors squad that was coached by Neil Johnston and contained Hall-of-Fame guards Tom Gola and Paul Arizin, plus Ernie Beck[image: External link] and his old rival, Guy Rodgers; remarkably, all five starters were Philadelphians. In his first NBA game, against the New York Knicks, the rookie center scored 43 points and grabbed 28 rebounds.[36] In his fourth game, Philadelphia met the reigning champions, the Boston Celtics of Hall-of-Fame coach Red Auerbach[image: External link], whose offer Chamberlain had snubbed several years before, and Bill Russell[image: External link], who was now lauded as one of the best defensive pivots in the game.[36] In what was the first of many Chamberlain-Russell match-ups, Chamberlain outscored Russell with 30 points versus 28 points, but Boston won the game. Chamberlain and his perennial nemesis would grow to become one of the NBA's greatest on-court rivalries[image: External link] of all time.[5] Nevertheless, the two also became friends off the court, similar to later rivals Magic Johnson and Larry Bird[image: External link].[37]

In his first NBA season, Chamberlain averaged 37.6 points[image: External link] and 27 rebounds[image: External link], convincingly breaking the previous regular-season records. He needed only 56 games to score 2,102 points, which broke the all-time regular season scoring record of Bob Pettit[image: External link], who needed 72 games to score 2,101 points.[38] Chamberlain broke eight NBA records, and was named NBA MVP[image: External link] and Rookie of the Year[image: External link] that season, a feat matched only by fellow Hall-of-Famer Wes Unseld[image: External link] in the 1968–69 NBA season[image: External link].[4][38] Chamberlain capped off his rookie season by winning the 1960 NBA All-Star Game[image: External link] MVP award with a 23-point, 25-rebound performance for the East[image: External link]. However, it also became evident that he was an atrocious free-throw shooter, making hardly half of his foul shots. As time progressed, Chamberlain grew even worse, and acknowledged he was simply a "psycho case" on that matter.[39] The Warriors entered the 1960 NBA Playoffs[image: External link] and beat the Syracuse Nationals, setting up a meeting versus the Eastern Division champions, the Boston Celtics. Cherry described how Celtics coach Red Auerbach ordered his forward Tom Heinsohn[image: External link] to commit personal fouls on Chamberlain: whenever the Warriors shot foul shots, Heinsohn grabbed and shoved Chamberlain to prevent him from running back quickly; his intention was that the Celtics would throw the ball in so fast that the prolific shotblocker Chamberlain was not yet back under his own basket, and Boston could score an easy fastbreak[image: External link] basket.[38] The teams split the first two games, but in Game 3, Chamberlain got fed up with Heinsohn and punched him. In the scuffle, Wilt injured his hand, and Philadelphia lost the next two games.[38] In Game 5, with his hand healthy, Chamberlain scored 50 points. But in Game 6, Heinsohn got the last laugh, scoring the decisive basket with a last-second tip-in.[38] The Warriors lost the series 4–2.[2]

The rookie Chamberlain then shocked Warriors' fans by saying he was thinking of retiring. He was tired of being double- and triple-teamed, and of teams coming down on him with hard fouls[image: External link]. Chamberlain feared he might lose his cool one day.[2] Celtics forward Heinsohn said: "Half the fouls against him were hard fouls ... he took the most brutal pounding of any player ever".[2] In addition, Chamberlain was seen as a freak of nature, jeered at by the fans and scorned by the media. As Chamberlain often said, quoting coach Alex Hannum's explanation of his situation, "Nobody loves Goliath[image: External link]."[4] Eddie Gottlieb coaxed Chamberlain back into the NBA, sweetening his return with a salary raise to $65,000[40] (equal to about $526,000 today).[note 1]

The following season[image: External link], Chamberlain surpassed his rookie season statistics as he averaged 38.4 points and 27.2 rebounds per game[image: External link]. He became the first player to break the 3,000-point barrier and the first and still only player to break the 2,000-rebound barrier for a single season, grabbing 2,149 boards.[41] Chamberlain also won his first field goal percentage[image: External link] title, and set the all-time record for rebounds in a single game[image: External link] with 55.[4] Chamberlain was so dominant on the team that he scored almost 32% of his team's points and collected 30.4% of their rebounds.[40]

Chamberlain again failed to convert his play into team success, this time bowing out against the Syracuse Nationals in a three-game sweep.[42] Cherry noted that Chamberlain was "difficult" and did not respect coach Neil Johnston, who was unable to handle the star center. In retrospect, Eddie Gottlieb remarked: "My mistake was not getting a strong-handed coach.... [Johnston] wasn't ready for big time."[43] In Chamberlain's third season, the Warriors were coached by Frank McGuire, the coach who had masterminded Chamberlain's painful NCAA loss against the Tar Heels. In that year, Wilt set several all-time records which have never been threatened. In the 1962 season[image: External link], he averaged 50.4 points[image: External link] and grabbed 25.7 rebounds per game.[41] On March 2, 1962, in Hershey, Pennsylvania, Wilt scored 100 points, shot 36 of 63 from the field, and made 28 of 32 free throws against the New York Knicks. Chamberlain's 4,029 regular-season points made him the only player to break the 4,000-point barrier;[2] the only other player to break the 3,000-point barrier is Michael Jordan, with 3,041 points in the 1986–87 NBA season. Chamberlain once again broke the 2,000-rebound barrier with 2,052. Additionally, he was on the hardwood for an average of 48.53 minutes, playing 3,882 of his team's 3,890 minutes.[41] Because Chamberlain played in overtime games, he averaged more minutes per game than the regulation 48; in fact, Chamberlain would have reached the 3,890-minute mark if he had not been ejected in one game after picking up a second technical foul with eight minutes left to play.[44]

His extraordinary feats in the 1962 season were later subject of the book Wilt, 1962 by Gary M. Pomerantz[image: External link] (2005), who used Chamberlain as a metaphor for the uprising of Black America.[45] In addition to Chamberlain's regular-season accomplishments, he scored 42 points in the 1962 NBA All-Star Game[image: External link], still the all-time record. In the 1962 NBA Playoffs[image: External link], the Warriors met the Boston Celtics again in the Eastern Division Finals, a team which Bob Cousy and Bill Russell called the greatest Celtics team of all time.[46] Each team won their home games, so the series was split at three after six games. In a closely contested Game 7, Chamberlain tied the game at 107 with 16 seconds to go, but Celtics shooting guard Sam Jones[image: External link] hit a clutch shot with two seconds left to win the series for Boston.[46][47] In later years, Chamberlain was criticized for averaging 50 points, but not winning a title. In his defense, Warriors coach Frank McGuire said "Wilt has been simply super-human", and pointed out that the Warriors lacked a consistent second scorer, a playmaker, and a second big man to take pressure off Chamberlain.[39]

In the 1962–63 NBA season[image: External link], Eddie Gottlieb sold the Warriors franchise for $850,000 (equal to about $6.73 million today)[note 1] to a group of businessmen led by Marty Simmons from San Francisco, and the team relocated to become the San Francisco Warriors[image: External link] under a new coach, Bob Feerick.[48] This also meant, however, that the team broke apart, as Paul Arizin chose to retire rather than move away from his family and his job at IBM in Philadelphia, and Tom Gola was homesick, requesting a trade to the lowly New York Knicks halfway through the season.[49] With both secondary scorers gone, Chamberlain continued his array of statistical feats, averaging 44.8 points and 24.3 rebounds per game that year.[41] Despite his individual success, the Warriors lost 49 of their 80 games and missed the playoffs.[50]

In the 1963–64 NBA season, Chamberlain got yet another new coach, Alex Hannum, and was joined by a promising rookie center, Nate Thurmond, who eventually entered the Hall of Fame. Ex-soldier Hannum, who later entered the Basketball Hall of Fame as a coach, was a crafty psychologist who emphasized defense and passing. Most importantly, he was not afraid to stand up to the dominant Chamberlain, who was known to "freeze out" (not communicate with) coaches he didn't like.[51] Backed up by valuable rookie Thurmond, Chamberlain had another good season with 36.9 ppg and 22.3 rpg,[41] and the Warriors went all the way to the NBA Finals. In that series they succumbed to Russell's Boston Celtics yet again, this time losing 4–1.[52] But as Cherry remarked, not only Chamberlain, but in particular Hannum deserved much credit because he had basically had taken the bad 31–49 squad of last year plus Thurmond and made it into a NBA Finalist.[53] In the summer of 1964 Chamberlain, one of the prominent participants at the famed Rucker Park[image: External link] basketball court in New York City,[54] made the acquaintance of a tall, talented 17-year-old teenager who played there. Soon, the young Lew Alcindor[image: External link] was allowed into his inner circle, and quickly idolized the ten-year older NBA player. Unfortunately, Chamberlain and Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, as Alcindor would name himself later, would develop an intensely personal antipathy.[55] In the following 1964–65 NBA season[image: External link], the Warriors got off to a terrible start and ran into financial trouble. At the 1965 All-Star break Chamberlain was traded to the Philadelphia 76ers, the new name of the relocated Syracuse Nationals. In return the Warriors received Paul Neumann, Connie Dierking, Lee Shaffer (who opted to retire rather than report to the Warriors), and $150,000[2][4] (equal to about $1.14 million today).[note 1] When Chamberlain left the Warriors, owner Franklin Mieuli said: "Chamberlain is not an easy man to love [and] the fans in San Francisco never learned to love him. Wilt is easy to hate [...] people came to see him lose."[31]
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 Philadelphia 76ers (1965–1968)




After the trade Chamberlain found himself on a promising Sixers team that included guards Hal Greer[image: External link], a future Hall-of-Famer, and talented role players Larry Costello[image: External link], Chet Walker[image: External link] and Lucious Jackson[image: External link]. Cherry remarks that there was a certain tension within the team: Greer was the formerly undisputed leader and was not willing to give up his authority, and Jackson, a talented center, was now forced to play power forward[image: External link] because Chamberlain blocked the center spot; however, as the season progressed, the three began to mesh better.[56] Chamberlain did not care for the Sixers' coach, Dolph Schayes[image: External link], because Schayes, according to him, had made several disrespectful remarks when they were rival players in the NBA.[56]

Statistically, Chamberlain was again outstanding, posting 34.7 ppg and 22.9 rpg for the second half of the season.[41] After defeating the Cincinnati Royals[image: External link] led by Oscar Robertson[image: External link] in the 1965 NBA Playoffs[image: External link], the Sixers met Chamberlain's familiar rival, the Boston Celtics. The press called it an even matchup in all positions, even at center, where Bill Russell was expected to give Chamberlain a tough battle.[57] Indeed, the two teams split the first six games, and because of the better season record, the last game was held in the Celtics' Boston Garden. In that Game 7, both centers were marvelous: Chamberlain scored 30 points and 32 rebounds, and Russell logged 16 points, 27 rebounds and eight assists.[57] In the final minute, Chamberlain hit two clutch free throws and slam dunked on Russell, bringing Boston's lead down to 110–109 with five seconds left. Russell botched the inbounds pass, hitting a guy-wire[image: External link] over the backboard and giving the ball back to the Sixers. Coach Schayes called timeout, and decided to run the last play over Hal Greer[image: External link] rather than Chamberlain, because he feared the Celtics would intentionally foul him[image: External link] because he was a poor foul shooter. But when Greer attempted to inbound the ball, John Havlicek[image: External link] stole it to preserve the Celtics' lead.[58] For the fifth time in seven years, Russell's team deprived Chamberlain of the title.[2] According to Chamberlain, that was the time that people started calling him "loser".[4] Additionally, in an April 1965 issue of Sports Illustrated[image: External link] Chamberlain conducted an interview entitled "My Life in a Bush League" where he criticized his fellow players, coaches, and NBA administrators.[59] Chamberlain later commented that he could see in hindsight how the interview was instrumental in damaging his public image.[59]

In the 1965–66 NBA season[image: External link] the Sixers experienced tragedy when Ike Richman, the Sixers' co-owner as well as Chamberlain's confidant and lawyer, died of a coronary. The Sixers would post a 55–25 regular season record, and for his strong play, Chamberlain won his second MVP award.[5] In that season, the center again dominated his opposition by recording 33.5 points and 24.6 rebounds a game, leading the league in both categories.[41] In one particular game, Chamberlain blocked a dunk attempt by Gus Johnson[image: External link] so hard that he dislocated Johnson's shoulder.[60] Off the court, however, Chamberlain's commitment to the cause was doubted, as Chamberlain was a late sleeper, lived in New York and preferred to commute to Philadelphia rather than live there, and he was only available during the afternoon for training. Because Schayes did not want to risk angering his best player, he scheduled the daily workout at 4 pm; this angered the team, who preferred an early schedule to have the afternoon off, but Schayes just said: "There is no other way."[61] Irv Kosloff, who now owned the Sixers alone after Richman's death, pleaded to him to move to Philadelphia during the season, but he was turned down.[62]

In the 1966 NBA Playoffs[image: External link], the Sixers again met the Celtics, and for the first time had home-court advantage. However, Boston easily won the first two games on the road, winning 115–96 and 114–93; Chamberlain played within his usual range, but his supporting cast shot under 40%. This caused sports journalist Joe McGinnis to comment: "The Celtics played like champions and the Sixers just played."[62] In Game 3, Chamberlain scored 31 points and 27 rebounds for an important road win, and the next day, coach Schayes planned to hold a joint team practice. However, Chamberlain said he was "too tired" to attend, and even refused Schayes' plea to at least show up and shoot a few foul shots with the team. In Game 4, Boston won 114–108.[62] Prior to Game 5, Chamberlain was nowhere to be found, skipping practice and being non-accessible. Outwardly, Schayes defended his star center as "excused from practice", but his teammates knew the truth and were much less forgiving.[62] In Game 5 itself, Chamberlain was superb, scoring 46 points and grabbing 34 rebounds, but the Celtics won the game 120–112 and the series.[63] Cherry is highly critical of Chamberlain: while conceding he was the only Sixers player who performed in the series, he pointed out his unprofessional, egotistical behavior as being a bad example for his teammates.[62] Prior to the 1966–67 NBA season[image: External link], the friendly but unassertive Schayes was replaced by a familiar face, the crafty but firm Alex Hannum. In what Cherry calls a tumultuous locker room meeting, Hannum addressed several key issues he observed during the last season, several of them putting Chamberlain in an unfavorable light. Sixers forward Chet Walker testified that on several occasions, players had to pull Chamberlain and Hannum apart to prevent a fistfight.[64] Fellow forward Billy Cunningham[image: External link] observed that Hannum "never backed down" and "showed who was the boss". By doing this, he won Chamberlain's respect.[64] When emotions cooled off, Hannum pointed out to Chamberlain that he was on the same page in trying to win a title; but to pull this off, he – like his teammates – had to "act like a man" both on and off the court.[64] Concerning basketball, he persuaded him to change his style of play. Loaded with several other players who could score, such as future Hall-of-Famers Hal Greer[image: External link] and newcomer Billy Cunningham[image: External link], Hannum wanted Chamberlain to concentrate more on defense.[4][65]

As a result, Chamberlain was less dominant, taking only 14% of the team's shots (in his 50.4 ppg season, it was 35.3%), but extremely efficient: he averaged a career-low 24.1 points, but he led the league in rebounds (24.2), ended third in assists (7.8), had a record breaking .683 field goal accuracy, and played strong defense.[41] For these feats, Chamberlain earned his third MVP award. The Sixers charged their way to a then-record 68–13 season, including a record 46–4 start.[2] In addition, the formerly egotistical Chamberlain began to praise his teammates, lauding hardworking Luke Jackson as the "ultimate power forward", calling Hal Greer a deadly jumpshooter, and point guard Wali Jones[image: External link] an excellent defender and outsider scorer.[64] Off the court, the center invited the team to restaurants and paid the entire bill, knowing he earned 10 times more than all the others.[64] Greer, who was considered a consummate professional and often clashed with the center because of his attitude, spoke positively of the new Chamberlain: "You knew in a minute the Big Fella [Chamberlain] was ready to go... and everybody would follow."[64]

In the 1967 NBA Playoffs, the Sixers yet again battled the Boston Celtics in the Eastern Division Finals, and again held home court advantage. In Game 1, the Sixers beat Boston 127–112, powered by Hal Greer's 39 points and Chamberlain's unofficial quadruple double[image: External link], with 24 points, 32 rebounds, 13 assists and (unofficially counted) 12 blocks.[66] In Game 2, the Sixers won 107–102 in overtime, and player-coach Russell grudgingly praised Chamberlain for intimidating the Celtics into taking low percentage shots from further outside.[66] In Game 3, Chamberlain grabbed 41 rebounds and helped the Sixers win 115–104. The Celtics prevented a sweep by winning Game 4 with a 121–117 victory, but in Game 5, the Sixers simply overpowered the Celtics 140–116, which effectively ended Boston's historic run of eight consecutive NBA titles. The Sixers' center scored 29 points, 36 rebounds and 13 assists and was highly praised by Celtics Russell and K.C. Jones[image: External link].[66]

In the 1967 NBA Finals, the Sixers were pitted against Chamberlain's old team, the San Francisco Warriors[image: External link] of his one-time backup Nate Thurmond and star forward Rick Barry. The Sixers won the first two games, with Chamberlain and Greer taking credit for respectively defensive dominance and clutch shooting, but San Francisco won two of the next three games, so Philadelphia was up 3–2 prior to Game 6.[66] In Game 6, the Warriors were trailing 123–122 with 15 seconds left. For the last play, Thurmond and Barry were assigned to do a pick and roll[image: External link] against Chamberlain and whoever would guard Barry. However, the Sixers foiled it: when Barry ran past Thurmond's pick and drove to the basket, he was picked up by Chet Walker, making it impossible to shoot; Thurmond was covered by Chamberlain, which made it impossible to pass. Barry botched his shot attempt, and the Sixers won the championship.[66] Chamberlain said: "It is wonderful to be a part of the greatest team in basketball... being a champion is like having a big round glow inside of you."[66] He contributed with 17.7 ppg and 28.7 rpg against fellow future Hall-of-Fame pivot Nate Thurmond, never failing to snare at least 23 rebounds in the six games.[4][67] Chamberlain himself described the team as the best in NBA history.[41] In 2002, writer Wayne Lynch wrote a book about this remarkable Sixers season, Season of the 76ers, centering on Chamberlain. In the 1967–68 NBA season, matters began to turn sour between Chamberlain and the Sixers' sole surviving owner, Irv Kosloff. This conflict had been going along for a while: in 1965, Chamberlain asserted that he and the late Richman had worked out a deal which would give the center 25% of the franchise once he ended his career.[68] Although there is no written proof for or against, ex-Sixers coach Dolph Schayes and Sixers lawyer Alan Levitt assumed Chamberlain was right;[66] in any case, Kosloff declined the request, leaving Chamberlain livid and willing to jump to the rival ABA[image: External link] once his contract ended in 1967. Kosloff and Chamberlain worked out a truce, and later signed a one-year, $250,000 contract.[66]

On the hardwood, Chamberlain continued his focus on team play and registered 24.3 points and 23.8 rebounds a game for the season.[41] The 76ers had the best record in the league for the third straight season. Chamberlain made history by becoming the only center in NBA history to finish the season as the leader in assists, his 702 beating runner-up, Hall-of-Fame point guard[image: External link] Lenny Wilkens[image: External link]' total by 23.[22] Chamberlain likened his assist title to legendary home run[image: External link] hitter "Babe Ruth[image: External link] leading the league in sacrifice bunts[image: External link]", and he dispelled the myth that he could not and would not pass the ball.[69] For these feats, Chamberlain won his fourth and last MVP title.[5] Another landmark was his 25,000th point, making him the first ever player to score these many points: he gave the ball to his team physician[image: External link] Dr. Stan Lorber.[70] Winning 62 games, the Sixers easily took the first playoff berth of the 1968 NBA Playoffs. In the 1968 Eastern Division Semifinals, they were pitted against the Knicks. In a physically tough matchup, the Sixers lost sixth man[image: External link] Billy Cunningham with a broken hand, and Chamberlain, Greer and Jackson were struggling with inflamed feet, bad knees, and pulled hamstrings respectively. Going ahead 3–2, the Sixers defeated the Knicks 115–97 in Game 6 after Chamberlain scored 25 points and 27 rebounds: he had a successful series in which he led both teams in points (153), rebounds (145) and assists (38).[71]

In the 1968 Eastern Division Finals, the Sixers yet again met the Boston Celtics, again with home court advantage, and this time as reigning champions. Despite the Sixers' injury woes, coach Hannum was confident to "take the Celtics in less than seven games": he pointed out the age of the Celtics, who were built around Bill Russell and guard Sam Jones, both 34.[72] But then, national tragedy struck as Martin Luther King[image: External link] was assassinated on April 4, 1968. With eight of the ten starting players on the Sixers and Celtics being African-American, both teams were in deep shock, and there were calls to cancel the series.[72] In a game called "unreal" and "devoid of emotion", the Sixers lost 127–118 on April 5. After attending Dr. King's funeral, Chamberlain called out to the angry rioters who were setting fires all over the country, stating Dr. King would not have approved.[72] In Game 2, Philadelphia evened the series with a 115–106 victory, and won Games 3 and 4, with Chamberlain suspiciously often played by Celtics backup center Wayne Embry[image: External link], causing the press to speculate Russell was worn down.[72] Prior to Game 5, the Celtics seemed dead: no NBA team had overcome a 3–1 series deficit before.[72] However, the Celtics rallied back, winning Games 5 and 6 122–104 and 114–106 respectively, powered by a spirited John Havlicek[image: External link] and helped by the Sixers' terrible shooting.[72]

What followed was the first of three consecutive controversial and painful Game 7s in which Chamberlain played. In that Game 7, the Sixers could not get their act together: 15,202 stunned Philadelphia fans witnessed a historic 100–96 defeat, making it the first time in NBA history a team lost a series after leading three games to one. Although Cherry points out that the Sixers shot badly (Hal Greer, Wali Jones, Chet Walker, Luke Jackson and Matt Guokas[image: External link] hit a combined 25 of 74 shots) and Chamberlain grabbed 34 rebounds and shot 4-of-9, the center himself scored only 14 points.[72] In the second half of Game 7, Chamberlain did not attempt a single shot from the field.[65] Cherry observes a strange pattern in that game: in a typical Sixers game, Chamberlain got the ball 60 times in the low post, but only 23 times in Game 7, and only seven times in the third and only twice in the fourth quarter.[72] Chamberlain later blamed coach Hannum for the lack of touches, a point which the coach conceded himself, but Cherry points out that Chamberlain, who always thought of himself as the best player of all time, should have been outspoken enough to demand the ball himself.[72] The loss meant that Chamberlain was now 1–6 in playoff series against the Celtics.

After that season, coach Alex Hannum wanted to be closer to his family on the West Coast; he left the Sixers to coach the Oakland Oaks in the newly founded American Basketball Association[image: External link].[73] Chamberlain then asked for a trade, and Sixers general manager Jack Ramsay[image: External link] traded him to the Los Angeles Lakers for Darrall Imhoff[image: External link], Archie Clark[image: External link] and Jerry Chambers[image: External link].[65] The motivation for this move remains in dispute. According to sportswriter Roland Lazenby[image: External link], a journalist close to the Lakers, Chamberlain was angry at Kosloff for breaking the alleged Richman-Chamberlain deal,[31] but according to Dr. Jack Ramsay[image: External link], who was the Sixers general manager then, Chamberlain also threatened to jump to the ABA after Hannum left, and forced the trade himself.[65] Cherry finally adds several personal reasons: the center felt he had grown too big for Philadelphia, sought the presence of fellow celebrities (which were plenty in L.A.) and finally also desired the opportunity to date white women, which was possible for a black man in L.A. but hard to imagine elsewhere back then.[74]
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 Los Angeles Lakers (1968–1973)




On July 9, 1968, Chamberlain was the centerpiece of a major trade between the 76ers and the Los Angeles Lakers, who sent center Darrall Imhoff[image: External link], forward Jerry Chambers[image: External link] and guard Archie Clark[image: External link] to Philadelphia, making it the first time a reigning NBA Most Valuable Player was traded the next season.[75] Lakers owner Jack Kent Cooke[image: External link] gave Chamberlain an unprecedented contract, paying him $250,000 after taxes (about $1.7 million in real[image: External link] value); in comparison, previous Lakers top earner Jerry West[image: External link] was paid $100,000 before taxes (about $690,000 in real value).[76]

Chamberlain joined a squad which featured Hall-of-Fame forward Elgin Baylor[image: External link] and Hall-of-Fame guard Jerry West, along with backup center Mel Counts[image: External link], forwards Keith Erickson[image: External link] and Tom Hawkins[image: External link] and talented 5'11" guard Johnny Egan[image: External link]. The lack of a second guard next to West (and thus, the lack of speed and quickness) concerned coach Butch Van Breda Kolff; after losing Clark and Gail Goodrich[image: External link], who joined the Phoenix Suns[image: External link] after the 1968 expansion draft, he said: "Egan gets murdered on defense because of his [lack of] size...but if I don't play him, we look like a bunch of trucks."[77] In addition, Cherry observed that Chamberlain was neither a natural leader nor a loyal follower, which made him difficult to fit in.[76] While he was on cordial terms with Jerry West, he often argued with team captain Elgin Baylor; regarding Baylor, he later explained: "We were good friends, but... [in] black culture... you never let the other guy one-up you."[76] The greatest problem was his tense relationship with Lakers coach Butch Van Breda Kolff[image: External link]: pejoratively calling the new recruit "The Load", he later complained that Chamberlain was egotistical, never respected him, too often slacked off in practice and focused too much on his own statistics.[76] In return, the center blasted Van Breda Kolff as "the dumbest and worst coach ever".[31][76] Laker Keith Erickson observed that "Butch catered to Elgin and Jerry...and that is not a good way to get on Wilt's side...that relationship was doomed from the start."[76]

Chamberlain experienced a problematic and often frustrating season. Van Breda Kolff benched him several times, which never happened in his career before; in mid-season, the perennial scoring champion had two games in which he scored only six and then only two points.[77] Playing through his problems, Chamberlain averaged 20.5 points and 21.1 rebounds a game that season.[41] However, Jack Kent Cooke was pleased, because since acquiring Chamberlain, ticket sales went up by 11%.[77] In the 1969 NBA Playoffs, the Lakers dispatched Chamberlain's old club, the San Francisco Warriors[image: External link] 4–2 after losing the first two games, and then defeated the Atlanta Hawks and met Chamberlain's familiar rivals, Bill Russell's Boston Celtics.[77] Going into the series as 3-to-1 favorites, the Lakers won the first two games, but dropped the next two. Chamberlain was criticized as a non-factor in the series, getting neutralized by Bill Russell with little effort.[77] But in Game 5, the Lakers center scored 13 points and grabbed 31 rebounds, leading Los Angeles to a 117–104 win. In Game 6, the Celtics won 99–90, and Chamberlain only scored 8 points; Cherry accuses him of choking, because if "Chamberlain had come up big and put up a normal 30 point scoring night", L.A. would have probably won its first championship.[77]

Game 7 featured a surreal scene: in anticipation of a Lakers win, Lakers owner Jack Kent Cooke put up thousands of balloons in the rafters of the Forum in Los Angeles. This display of arrogance motivated the Celtics.[77] In Game 7, the Lakers trailed 91–76 after three quarters. The Lakers mounted a comeback; then Chamberlain twisted his knee after a rebound and had to be replaced by Mel Counts[image: External link]. With three minutes to go the Lakers trailed 103–102. The Lakers committed costly turnovers and lost the game 108–106, despite a triple-double from West, who had 42 points, 13 rebounds and 12 assists. West became the only player in NBA history to be named Finals MVP despite being on the losing team.[77] After the game, many wondered why Chamberlain sat out the final six minutes. At the time of his final substitution, he had scored 18 points (hitting seven of his eight shots) and grabbed 27 rebounds, significantly better than the 10 points of Mel Counts on 4-of-13 shooting.[77] Among others, Bill Russell didn't believe Chamberlain's injury was grave, and openly accused him of being a malingerer[image: External link]: "Any injury short of a broken leg or a broken back is not enough."[77] Ironically, Van Breda Kolff came to Chamberlain's defense, insisting the often-maligned Lakers center hardly was able to move in the end.[77] He himself was perceived as "pig-headed" for benching Chamberlain, and soon resigned as Lakers coach.[77] Cherry comments that according to some journalists, that Game 7 "destroyed two careers: Wilt's because he wouldn't take over and Van Breda Kolff because he wouldn't give in".[77]

In his second year with the Lakers[image: External link] under new coach Joe Mullaney[image: External link], Chamberlain seriously injured his knee. He was injured in the ninth game of the schedule, suffering a total rupture of the patellar tendon at the base of his right kneecap,[78] and missed the next several months before appearing in the final three games of the 82-game regular season. Owing to a great start, he managed to average 27.3 points, 18.4 rebounds and 4.1 assists per game.[41] Again, the Lakers charged through the playoffs[image: External link], and in the 1970 NBA Finals[image: External link], the Lakers were pitted against the New York Knicks, loaded with future Hall-of-Famers Willis Reed[image: External link], Dave DeBusschere[image: External link], Bill Bradley[image: External link], and Walt Frazier[image: External link]. Cherry observed that Reed, a prolific midrange shooter, was a bad matchup for Chamberlain: having lost lateral quickness due to his injury, the Lakers center was often too slow to block Reed's preferred high post jump shots.[79] In Game 1, New York masterminded a 124–112 win in which Reed scored 37 points. In Game 2, Chamberlain scored 19 points, grabbed 24 rebounds, and blocked Reed's shot in the final seconds, leading the Lakers to a 105–103 win.[79] Game 3 saw Jerry West famously hit a 60-foot shot at the buzzer[image: External link] to tie the game at 102; however, the Knicks took the game 111–108.[79] In Game 4, Chamberlain scored 18 points and grabbed 25 rebounds and helped tie the series at 2.[79] In Game 5, with the Knicks trailing by double digits, Reed pulled his thigh muscle and seemed to be done for the series. By conventional wisdom, Chamberlain now should have dominated against little-used Knicks backup centers Nate Bowman[image: External link] and Bill Hosket[image: External link] or forwards Bradley and DeBusschere, who gave up more than half a foot against the Lakers center.[79] Instead, the Lakers gave away their 13-point halftime lead and succumbed to the aggressive Knicks defense: L.A. committed 19 second half turnovers, and the two main scorers Chamberlain and West shot the ball only three and two times, respectively, in the entire second half.[79] The Lakers lost 107–100 in what was called one of the greatest comebacks in NBA Finals history.[79] In Game 6, Chamberlain scored 45 points, grabbed 27 rebounds and almost single-handedly equalized the series in a 135–113 Lakers win, and with Reed out, the Knicks seemed doomed prior to Game 7 in New York.[79]

However, the hero of that Game 7 was Willis Reed. He famously hobbled up court, scored the first four points, and inspired his team to one of the most famous playoff upsets of all time.[80] The Knicks led by 27 at halftime, and despite scoring 21 points, Chamberlain couldn't prevent a third consecutive loss in a Game 7[image: External link]. The Lakers center himself was criticized for his inability to dominate his injured counterpart, but Cherry pointed out that Chamberlain's feat – coming back from a career-threatening injury himself – was too quickly forgotten.[79]

In the 1970–71 NBA season, the Lakers made a notable move by signing future Hall-of-Fame guard Gail Goodrich[image: External link], who came back from the Phoenix Suns[image: External link] after playing for L.A. until 1968. Chamberlain averaged 20.7 points, 18.2 rebounds and 4.3 assists,[41] once again led the NBA in rebounding and the Lakers won the Pacific Division title. After losing Elgin Baylor to an Achilles tendon rupture that effectively ended his career, and especially after losing Jerry West after a knee injury, the handicapped Lakers were seen as underdogs against the Milwaukee Bucks of freshly crowned MVP Lew Alcindor[image: External link], and veteran Hall-of-Fame guard Oscar Robertson[image: External link] in the Western Conference Finals[image: External link]. Winning the regular season with 66 wins, the Bucks were seen as favourites against the depleted Lakers; still, many pundits were looking forward to the matchup between the 34-year-old Chamberlain and the 24-year-old Alcindor.[81] In Game 1, Abdul-Jabbar outscored Chamberlain 32–22, and the Bucks won 106–85. In Game 2, the Bucks won again despite the Lakers center scoring 26 points, four more than his Milwaukee counterpart. Prior to Game 3, things became even worse for the Lakers when Keith Erickson, West's stand-in, had an appendectomy[image: External link] and was out for the season; with rookie Jim McMillian[image: External link] easing the scoring pressure, Chamberlain scored 24 points and grabbed 24 rebounds in a 118–107 victory, but the Bucks defeated the Lakers 117–94 in Game 4 to take a 3–1 series lead. Milwaukee closed out the series at home with a 116–98 victory in Game 5.[82] Although Chamberlain lost, he was lauded for holding his own against MVP Alcindor, who was not only 10 years younger, but healthy.[81]

After the 1971 playoffs[image: External link], Chamberlain had yet another offer to fight heavyweight boxing legend Muhammad Ali[image: External link]. The 15-round fight would have taken place on July 26, 1971 in the Houston Astrodome[image: External link] but Chamberlain refused.[22] The potential Chamberlain-Ali match was predicated on Ali beating Joe Frazier[image: External link] in a fight scheduled for early 1971. However, Frazier defeated Ali to hand Ali his first professional loss. As a result, Chamberlain declined the fight through a contractual escape clause.[83] In a 1999 interview, Chamberlain stated that boxing trainer Cus D'Amato[image: External link] wanted to train him for the fight, and they offered Ali and him $5 million each to battle each other. Chamberlain checked back with his father and finally said no.[84][85] Lakers owner Jack Kent Cooke had also offered Chamberlain a record-setting contract on the condition that Chamberlain agree to give up what Cooke termed "this boxing foolishness." [86] This was not the first time a Chamberlain-Ali fight had been explored, as offers had also been made in both 1965 and 1967. In 1967, recently retired NFL star Jim Brown[image: External link] acted as Chamberlain's manager, but Ali's manager Jabir Herbert Muhammad[image: External link] backed out of the Chamberlain-Ali match which was slated to take place at Madison Square Garden[image: External link].[87]

In the 1971–72 NBA season, the Lakers hired former Celtics star guard Bill Sharman as head coach. Sharman introduced morning shoot-arounds, in which the perennial latecomer Chamberlain regularly participated (in contrast to earlier years with Dolph Schayes) and transformed him into a defensive-minded, low-scoring post defender in the mold of his old rival Bill Russell[image: External link].[88] Furthermore, he told Chamberlain to use his rebounding and passing skills to quickly initiate fastbreaks[image: External link] to his teammates.[89] While no longer being the main scorer, Chamberlain was named the new captain of the Lakers: after rupturing his Achilles tendon, perennial captain Elgin Baylor[image: External link] retired, leaving a void the center now filled. Initially, Sharman wanted Chamberlain and West to share this duty, but West declined, stating he was injury-prone and wanted to solely concentrate on the game.[90] Chamberlain accepted his new roles and posted an all-time low 14.8 points, but also won the rebound crown with 19.2 rpg and led the league with a .649 field goal percentage.[41] Powered by his defensive presence, the Lakers embarked on an unprecedented 33-game win streak en route to a then-record 69 wins in the regular season. Yet the streak led to one strangely dissonant event. According to Flynn Robinson, after the record-setting streak, Lakers owner Cooke sought to reward each of his players—who were expecting perhaps a "trip to Hawaii"—with a $5 pen set. In response, Chamberlain "had everybody put all the pens in the middle of the floor and stepped on them."[91]

In the post-season, the Lakers swept the Chicago Bulls[image: External link],[92] then went on to face the Milwaukee Bucks of young superstar center and regular-season MVP[image: External link] Kareem Abdul-Jabbar (formerly Lew Alcindor). The matchup between Chamberlain and Abdul-Jabbar was hailed by LIFE[image: External link] magazine as the greatest matchup in all of sports. Chamberlain would help lead the Lakers past Abdul-Jabbar and the Bucks in six games.[92] Particularly, Chamberlain was lauded for his performance in Game 6, which the Lakers won 104–100 after trailing by 10 points in the fourth quarter: he scored 24 points and 22 rebounds, played all 48 minutes and outsprinted the younger Bucks center on several late Lakers fast breaks.[93] Jerry West called it "the greatest ball-busting performance I have ever seen."[93] Chamberlain performed so well in the series that TIME[image: External link] magazine stated, "In the N.B.A.'s western division title series with Milwaukee, he (Chamberlain) decisively outplayed basketball's newest giant superstar, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, eleven years his junior."[94]

In the 1972 NBA Finals[image: External link], the Lakers again met the New York Knicks; the Knicks were shorthanded after losing 6'9" Willis Reed to injury, and so, undersized 6'8" Jerry Lucas[image: External link] had the task to defend against the 7'1" Chamberlain.[95] However, prolific outside shooter Lucas helped New York to win Game 1, hitting nine of his 11 shots in the first half alone; in Game 2, which the Lakers won 106–92, Chamberlain put Lucas into foul trouble, and the Knicks lost defensive power forward Dave DeBusschere[image: External link] to injury.[95] In Game 3, Chamberlain scored 26 points and grabbed 20 rebounds for another Lakers win, and in a fiercely battled Game 4, the Lakers center was playing with five fouls late in the game. Having never fouled out in his career – a feat that he was very proud of – he played aggressive defense despite the risk of fouling out, and blocked two of Lucas' shots in overtime, proving those wrong who said he only played for his own stats; he ended scoring a game-high 27 points.[95] But in that game, he fell on his right hand, and was said to have "sprained" it; it was actually broken. For Game 5, Chamberlain's hands were packed into thick pads normally destined for defensive linesmen in American Football[image: External link]; he was offered a painkilling shot, but refused because he feared he would lose his shooting touch if his hands became numb.[95] In Game 5, Chamberlain recorded 24 points, 29 rebounds, eight assists and eight blocked shots. (While blocked shots were not an official NBA stat at that time, announcer Keith Jackson[image: External link] counted the blocks during the broadcast.[citation needed[image: External link]]) Chamberlain's outstanding all-around performance helped the Lakers win their first championship in Los Angeles with a decisive 114–100 win.[95] Chamberlain was named Finals MVP,[41] and was admired for dominating the Knicks in Game 5 while playing injured.[95]

The 1972–73 NBA season[image: External link] was to be Chamberlain's last, although he didn't know this at the time. In his last season, the Lakers lost substance: Happy Hairston was injured, Flynn Robinson and LeRoy Ellis had left, and veteran Jerry West struggled with injury.[96] Chamberlain averaged 13.2 points and 18.6 rebounds, still enough to win the rebounding crown for the 11th time in his career. In addition, he shot an NBA record .727% for the season[image: External link], bettering his own mark of .683 from the 1966–67 season.[41] It was the ninth time Chamberlain would lead the league in field goal percentage. The Lakers won 60 games in the regular season and reached the 1973 NBA Finals[image: External link] against the New York Knicks. This time, the tables were turned: the Knicks now featured a healthy team with a rejuvenated Willis Reed, and the Lakers were now handicapped by several injuries.[96] In that series, the Lakers won Game 1 115–112, but the Knicks won Games 2 and 3; things worsened when Jerry West injured his hamstring yet again. In Game 4, the shorthanded Lakers were no match for New York, and in Game 5, the valiant, but injured West and Hairston had miserable games, and despite Chamberlain scoring 23 points and grabbing 21 rebounds, the Lakers lost 102–93 and the series.[97][98] After the Knicks finished off the close fifth game with a late flourish led by Earl Monroe and Phil Jackson, Chamberlain made a dunk with one second left, which turned out to be the last play of his NBA career.
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 San Diego Conquistadors (1973)




In 1973, the San Diego Conquistadors[image: External link] of the NBA rival league ABA[image: External link] signed Chamberlain as a player-coach[image: External link] for a $600,000 salary.[99] However, the Lakers sued their former star and successfully prevented him from actually playing, because he still owed them the option year of his contract.[4] Barred from playing, Chamberlain mostly left the coaching duties to his assistant Stan Albeck[image: External link], who recalled: "Chamberlain... has a great feel for pro basketball... [but] the day-to-day things that are an important part of basketball... just bored him. He did not have the patience."[99] The players were split on Chamberlain, who was seen as competent, but often indifferent and more occupied with promotion of his autobiography Wilt: Just Like Any Other 7-Foot Black Millionaire Who Lives Next Door than with coaching. He once skipped a game to sign autographs for the book.[99] In his single season as a coach, the Conquistadors went a mediocre 37–47 in the regular season and lost against the Utah Stars[image: External link] in the Division Semifinals.[99] However, Chamberlain was not pleased by the Qs' meager attendance: crowds averaged 1,843, just over half of the Qs' small San Diego 3,200-seat sports arena.[99] After the season, Chamberlain retired from professional basketball.
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 NBA career statistics






	Legend



	  GP
	Games played
	 MPG 
	Minutes per game



	 FG% 
	Field-goal[image: External link] percentage
	 FT% 
	Free-throw[image: External link] percentage



	 RPG 
	Rebounds[image: External link] per game
	 APG 
	Assists[image: External link] per game



	 PPG 
	Points per game
	 Bold 
	Career high






	†
	Denotes seasons in which Chamberlain won an NBA championship




	
	Led the league



	†
	NBA record
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 Regular season






	Year
	Team
	GP
	MPG
	FG%
	FT%
	RPG
	APG
	PPG



	1959–60[image: External link]
	Philadelphia
	72
	46.4
	.461
	.582
	27.0
	2.3
	37.6



	1960–61[image: External link]
	Philadelphia
	79
	47.8
	.509
	.504
	27.2†
	1.9
	38.4



	1961–62[image: External link]
	Philadelphia
	80
	48.5†
	.506
	.613
	25.7
	2.4
	50.4†



	1962–63[image: External link]
	San Francisco
	80
	47.6
	.528
	.593
	24.3
	3.4
	44.8



	1963–64
	San Francisco
	80
	46.1
	.524
	.531
	22.3
	5.0
	36.9



	1964–65[image: External link]
	San Francisco
	38
	45.9
	.499
	.416
	23.5
	3.1
	38.9



	1964–65[image: External link]
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	35
	44.5
	.528
	.526
	22.3
	3.8
	30.1



	1965–66[image: External link]
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	79
	47.3
	.540
	.513
	24.6
	5.2
	33.5



	1966–67[image: External link]†
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	81
	45.5
	.683
	.441
	24.2
	7.8
	24.1



	1967–68
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	82
	46.8
	.595
	.380
	23.8
	8.6
	24.3



	1968–69[image: External link]
	Los Angeles[image: External link]
	81
	45.3
	.583
	.446
	21.1
	4.5
	20.5



	1969–70[image: External link]
	Los Angeles[image: External link]
	12
	42.1
	.568
	.446
	18.4
	4.1
	27.3



	1970–71
	Los Angeles[image: External link]
	82
	44.3
	.545
	.538
	18.2
	4.3
	20.7



	1971–72†
	Los Angeles[image: External link]
	82
	42.3
	.649
	.422
	19.2
	4.0
	14.8



	1972–73[image: External link]
	Los Angeles[image: External link]
	82
	43.2
	.727†
	.510
	18.6
	4.5
	13.2



	Career
	1045
	45.8†
	.540
	.511
	22.9†
	4.4
	30.1
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 Playoffs






	Year
	Team
	GP
	MPG
	FG%
	FT%
	RPG
	APG
	PPG



	1960[image: External link]
	Philadelphia
	9
	46.1
	.496
	.445
	25.8
	2.1
	33.2



	1961[image: External link]
	Philadelphia
	3
	48.0
	.489
	.553
	23.0
	2.0
	37.0



	1962[image: External link]
	Philadelphia
	12
	48.0
	.467
	.636
	26.6
	3.1
	35.0



	1964
	San Francisco
	12
	46.5
	.543
	.475
	25.2
	3.3
	34.7



	1965[image: External link]
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	11
	48.7
	.530
	.559
	27.2
	4.4
	29.3



	1966[image: External link]
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	5
	48.0
	.509
	.412
	30.2
	3.0
	28.0



	1967†
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	15
	47.9
	.579
	.388
	29.1
	9.0
	21.7



	1968
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	13
	48.5
	.534
	.380
	24.7
	6.5
	23.7



	1969
	Los Angeles[image: External link]
	18
	46.2
	.545
	.392
	24.7
	2.6
	13.9



	1970[image: External link]
	Los Angeles[image: External link]
	18
	47.3
	.549
	.406
	22.2
	4.5
	22.1



	1971[image: External link]
	Los Angeles[image: External link]
	12
	46.2
	.455
	.515
	20.2
	4.4
	18.3



	1972[image: External link]†
	Los Angeles[image: External link]
	15
	46.9
	.563
	.492
	21.0
	3.3
	14.7



	1973
	Los Angeles[image: External link]
	17
	47.1
	.552
	.500
	22.5
	3.5
	10.4



	Career
	160
	47.2†
	.522
	.465
	24.5
	4.2
	22.5
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 Post-NBA career




After his stint with the Conquistadors, Chamberlain successfully went into business and entertainment, made money in stocks and real estate[image: External link], bought a popular Harlem[image: External link] nightclub, which he renamed Big Wilt's Smalls Paradise[image: External link], and invested in broodmares[image: External link].[34] Chamberlain also sponsored his personal professional volleyball and track and field teams, and also provided high-level teams for girls and women in basketball, track, volleyball and softball,[100] and made money by appearing in ads for TWA, American Express, Volkswagen, Drexel Burnham[image: External link], Le Tigre Clothing[image: External link] and Foot Locker[image: External link].[34] After his basketball career, volleyball became Chamberlain's new passion: being a talented hobby volleyballer during his Lakers days,[97] he became board member of the newly founded International Volleyball Association[image: External link] in 1974 and became its president one year later.[7] As a testament to his importance, the IVA All-Star game was televised only because Chamberlain also played in it: he rose to the challenge and was named the game's MVP.[7] He played occasional matches for the IVA Seattle Smashers before the league folded in 1979. Chamberlain promoted the sport so effectively that he was named to the Volleyball Hall of Fame[image: External link]: he became one of the few athletes who were enshrined in different sports.[7]

In 1976 Wilt turned to his interest in movies, forming a film production and distribution company to make his first film, entitled "Go For It".[101][102] Starting in the 1970s, he formed Wilt's Athletic Club, a track and field[image: External link] club in southern California,[103] coached by then UCLA[image: External link] assistant coach Bob Kersee[image: External link] in the early days of his career. Among the members of the team were: Florence Griffith[image: External link] before she set the current world records in the 100 meters[image: External link] and 200 meters[image: External link]; Three time world champion Greg Foster[image: External link];[104] future Olympic Gold medalists Andre Phillips[image: External link]; Alice Brown[image: External link]; Jeanette Bolden[image: External link]. In all, he claimed 60 athletes with aspirations of expanding to 100. While actively promoting the sport in 1982, Chamberlain claimed he was considering a return to athletic competition, but not in basketball, in Masters athletics[image: External link]. At the time he claimed he had only been beaten in the high jump[image: External link] once, by Olympic champion Charles Dumas[image: External link], and that he had never been beaten in the shot put[image: External link], including beating Olympic legend Al Oerter[image: External link].[105]

Chamberlain played a villainous warrior and counterpart of Arnold Schwarzenegger[image: External link] in the film Conan the Destroyer[image: External link] (1984). In November 1998, Wilt signed with Ian Ng Cheng Hin, CEO of Northern Cinema House Entertainment (NCH Entertainment), to do his own bio-pic, wanting to tell his life story his way.[106] He had been working on the screenplay notes for over a year at the time of his death. "He was more inquisitive than anybody I ever knew. He was writing a screenplay about his life. He was interested in world affairs, sometimes he'd call me up late at night and discuss philosophy. I think he'll be remembered as a great man. He happened to make a living playing basketball but he was more than that. He could talk on any subject. He was a Goliath", said Sy Goldberg, Chamberlain's longtime attorney.[107] When million-dollar contracts became common in the NBA, Chamberlain increasingly felt he had been underpaid during his career.[108] A result of this resentment was the 1997 book Who's Running the Asylum? Inside the Insane World of Sports Today (1997), in which he harshly criticized the NBA of the 1990s for being too disrespectful of players of the past.[109] Even far beyond his playing days, Chamberlain was a very fit person. In his mid-forties, he was able to humble rookie Magic Johnson in practice,[110] and even in the 1980s, he flirted with making a comeback in the NBA. In the 1980–81 NBA season[image: External link], coach Larry Brown[image: External link] recalled that the 45-year-old Chamberlain had received an offer from the Cleveland Cavaliers. When Chamberlain was 50, the New Jersey Nets had the same idea, and Chamberlain declined again.[110] However, he would continue to epitomize physical fitness for years to come, including participating in several marathons.[4]
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 Legacy
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 Individual achievements and recognition




See: List of career achievements by Wilt Chamberlain[image: External link]


Chamberlain is regarded as one of the most extraordinary and dominant basketball players in the history of the NBA.[111] The 1972 NBA Finals MVP is holder of numerous official NBA all-time records, establishing himself as a scoring champion[image: External link], all-time top rebounder[image: External link] and accurate field goal shooter[image: External link].[112] He led the NBA in scoring seven times, field goal percentage nine times, minutes played eight times, rebounding eleven times, and assists once.[113] He was also responsible for several rule changes, including widening the lane from 12 to 16 feet, as well as changes to rules regarding inbounding the ball[112] and shooting free throws.[114] Chamberlain is most remembered for his 100-point game,[115][116] which is widely considered one of basketball's greatest records.[117][118][119] Decades after his record, many NBA teams did not even average 100 points as fewer field goals per game were being attempted.[117] The closest any player has gotten to 100 points was the Los Angeles Lakers' Kobe Bryant, who scored 81 in 2006.[120][121][122] Bryant afterwards said Chamberlain's record was "unthinkable ... It's pretty exhausting to think about it."[123] Chamberlain's main weakness was his notoriously poor free throw shooting, where he has the third lowest career free throw percentage in NBA history with 51.1% (based on a minimum of 1,200 attempts). Chamberlain claimed that he intentionally missed free throws so a teammate could get the rebound and score two points instead of one,[124] but later acknowledged that he was a "psycho case" in this matter.[39] On the other hand, he committed surprisingly few fouls during his NBA career, despite his rugged play in the post. Chamberlain never fouled out of a regular season or playoff game in his 14-year NBA career. His career average was only two fouls per game, despite having averaged 45.8 minutes per game over his career. He had five seasons where he committed less than two fouls per game, with a career low of 1.5 fouls during the 1962 season, in which he also averaged 50.4 points per game. His fouls per 36 minutes (a stat used to compare players that average vastly different minutes) was a remarkable 1.6 per game.[3] "First he was a scorer. Then he was a rebounder and assist man. Then with our great Laker team in 1972, he concentrated on the defensive end", said Sharman.[125] In his two championship seasons, Chamberlain led the league in rebounding, while his scoring decreased to 24 and 15 points per game. By 1971–72 at age 35 and running less, his game had transformed to averaging only nine shots per game, compared to the 40 in his record-setting 1961–62 season.[113] He also has a signature 'Dipper' move, whereby he would fake a hook shot, and extends his arm to a short-range finger roll to shoot under a block attempt.[126] For his feats, Chamberlain was enshrined in the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame in 1978, named one of the 50 Greatest Players in NBA History, ranked #2 in SLAM Magazine[image: External link]'s Top 50 NBA Players of All-Time[127] and #13 in the ESPN list "Top North American athletes of the century"[128] and voted the second best center of All-Time by ESPN behind Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link] on March 6, 2007.[129] During his career, Chamberlain competed against future Hall of Famers including Russell, Thurmond, Lucas, and Walt Bellamy[image: External link]. He later faced Unseld, Abdul-Jabbar, Dave Cowens, and Elvin Hayes[image: External link].[130]
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 Chamberlain–Russell rivalry




From a historical NBA perspective, the rivalry between Chamberlain and his perennial nemesis Bill Russell[image: External link] is cited as the greatest on-court rivalry of all time.[5] There were three NBA Finals matchups in the rivalry between Larry Bird and Magic Johnson[image: External link], but they played different positions and did not guard each other.[131] Russell's Celtics won seven of eight playoff series against Chamberlain's Warriors, 76ers, and Lakers teams, and went 57–37 against them in the regular season and 29–20 in the playoffs.[132] Russell's teams won all four seventh games against Chamberlain's—the combined margin was nine points.[113] Chamberlain outscored Russell 30 to 14.2 per game and outrebounded him 28.2 to 22.9 in the regular season, and also in the playoffs, he outscored him 25.7 to 14.9 and outrebounded him 28 to 24.7.[133] The comparison between the two is often simplified to a great player (Chamberlain) versus a player who makes his team great (Russell), an individualist against a team player. In 1961–62[image: External link] when Chamberlain averaged 50.4 points per game, he noted that Boston did not rely on Russell's scoring, and he could concentrate on defense and rebounding. He wished people would understand that their roles were different. Chamberlain said, "I've got to hit forty points or so, or this team is in trouble. I must score—understand? After that I play defense and get the ball off the boards. I try to do them all, best I can, but scoring comes first."[134] Russell won 11 NBA titles in his career while Chamberlain won two.[135] Chamberlain was named All-NBA first team seven times to Russell's three, but Russell was named league MVP—then selected by players and not the press—five times against Chamberlain's four.[136] Russell and Chamberlain were friends in private life. Russell never considered Chamberlain his rival and disliked the term, instead pointing out that they rarely talked about basketball when they were alone. When Chamberlain died in 1999, Chamberlain's nephew stated that Russell was the second person he was ordered to break the news to.[137] The two did not speak for two decades after Russell criticized Chamberlain after Game 7 of the 1969 Finals. Russell apologized privately to Chamberlain and later publicly.[138]
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 Rule changes




Chamberlain's impact on the game is also reflected in the fact that he was directly responsible for several rule changes in the NBA, including widening the lane to try to keep him farther away from the hoop, instituting offensive goaltending and revising rules governing inbounding the ball and shooting free throws (such as making it against the rules to inbound the ball over the backboard).[3][139] Chamberlain, who reportedly had a 50-inch vertical leap,[140] was physically capable of converting foul shots via a slam dunk without a running start (beginning his movement at the top of the key).[141] When his dunks practically undermined the difficulty of a foul shot, both the NCAA[142] and the NBA banned his modus operandi.[3][110] In basketball history, pundits have stated that the only other player who forced such a massive change of rules is 6'10" Minneapolis Lakers center George Mikan[image: External link], who played a decade before Chamberlain and also caused many rule changes designed to thwart so-called "big men".[143]
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 Reputation




Although Chamberlain racked up some of the most impressive statistics in the history of Northern American professional sports, because he won "just" two NBA championships and lost seven out of eight playoff series against the Celtics teams of his on-court nemesis Bill Russell[image: External link], Chamberlain was often called "selfish" and a "loser".[144] Frank Deford[image: External link] of ESPN[image: External link] said that Chamberlain was caught in a no-win situation: "If you win, everybody says, 'Well, look at him, he's that big.' If you lose, everybody says, 'How could he lose, a guy that size?' "[22] Chamberlain himself often said: "Nobody roots for Goliath[image: External link]."[4] Like later superstar Shaquille O'Neal[image: External link], Chamberlain was a target of criticism because of his poor free throw[image: External link] shooting, an abysmal .511 career average, with a low of .380 over the 1967–68 season.[41] Countless suggestions were offered; he shot them underhanded, one-handed, two-handed, from the side of the circle, from well behind the line, and even banked in. Sixers coach Alex Hannum once suggested he shoot his famous fadeaway jumper as a free throw, but Chamberlain feared drawing more attention to his one great failing.[34] Despite his foul line woes, Chamberlain set the NBA record (28) for free throws made in a regular season game in his 1962 100-point game.[note 2][145]

Furthermore, Chamberlain damaged his reputation in an April 1965 article with Sports Illustrated[image: External link]. In an interview entitled "My Life in a Bush League", he criticized his fellow players, coaches, and NBA administrators.[146] Chamberlain later commented that he could see in hindsight how the interview could have been instrumental in hurting his public image.[59] However, contemporary colleagues were often terrified to play against Chamberlain. Bill Russell regularly feared being embarrassed by Chamberlain,[31] Walt Frazier[image: External link] called his dominance on the court "comical",[107] and when 6 ft 11 in 250-pound (in his early years)[147] Hall-of-Fame center Bob Lanier[image: External link] was asked about the most memorable moment of his career, Lanier answered: "When Wilt Chamberlain lifted me up and moved me like a coffee cup so he could get a favorable position."[34]
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 Personal life
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 Star status




Wilt Chamberlain was the first big earner of basketball: immediately becoming the highest paid player upon entering the NBA, Chamberlain was basketball's first player to earn at least $100,000 a year, and earned an unprecedented $1.5 million during his Lakers years.[148] As a Philadelphia 76er, he could afford to rent a New York apartment and commute to Philadelphia.[149] In addition, he would often stay out late into the night and wake up at noon,[88] a point that became notorious in the 1965–66 NBA season.[citation needed[image: External link]] When he became a Laker, Chamberlain built a million-dollar mansion he called the "Ursa Major[image: External link]" in Bel-Air[image: External link], as a play on his nickname "The Big Dipper". It had a 2,200-pound pivot as a front door and contained great displays of luxury. Robert Allen Cherry, journalist and author of the biography Wilt: Larger than Life[image: External link], describes his house as a miniature Playboy Mansion[image: External link], where he regularly held parties and lived out his later-notorious sex life. This was also helped by the fact that Chamberlain was a near- insomniac[image: External link] who often simply skipped sleeping.[150] Designed according to his preferences, the house was constructed with no right angles, and had an "X-rated" room with mirrored walls and a fur-covered waterbed.[151] Chamberlain lived alone,[152] relying on a great deal of automated gadgets, with two cats named Zip and Zap and several Great Dane dogs as company. In addition, Chamberlain drove a Ferrari[image: External link], a Bentley[image: External link], and had a Le Mans[image: External link]-style car called Searcher One designed and built at a cost of $750,000 in 1996.[153] Following his death, in 1999 Chamberlain's estate was valued at $25 million.[154]
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 Love life




Although shy and insecure as a teenager, adult Chamberlain became well known for his womanizing. As his lawyer Seymour "Sy" Goldberg put it: "Some people collect stamps, Wilt collected women."[150] Swedish Olympic high jumper Annette Tånnander[image: External link], who met him when he was 40 and she 19, remembers him as a pick-up artist[image: External link] who was extremely confident yet respectful: "I think Wilt hit on everything that moved...[but] he never was bad or rude."[150] Many of Chamberlain's personal friends testified[citation needed[image: External link]] that he once had 23 women in 10 days, had no problems organizing a threesome[image: External link] (or more), and particularly enjoyed a TV skit on the television show In Living Color[image: External link] in which a mother and her daughter approach a Vietnam Wall[image: External link]-like list of women who slept with him, both of them pointing out that their names are on it, as well as a 1991 Saturday Night Live[image: External link] sketch where MC Hammer[image: External link] played Chamberlain in "Remembrances of Love", where Chamberlain spoofs a soap opera[image: External link] with romances with women that are usually over in five minutes.[150] However, Los Angeles Times columnist David Shaw claimed that during a dinner with Shaw and his wife, Chamberlain was "rude and sexist toward his own date, as he usually was", adding that at one point Chamberlain left the table to get the phone number of an attractive woman at a nearby table.[155]

According to Rod Roddewig, a contemporary of Wilt's, Chamberlain documented his love life using a Day-Timer[image: External link]. Every time Chamberlain went to bed with a different woman, he put a check in his Day-Timer. Over a 10-day period, there were 23 checks in the book, which would be a rate of 2.3 women per day. Chamberlain divided that number in half, to be conservative and to correct for degrees of variation. He then multiplied that number by the number of days he had been alive at the time minus 15 years. That was how the 20,000 number came into existence.[156] In response to public backlash regarding his promiscuity, Chamberlain later emphasized that "the point of using the number was to show that sex was a great part of my life as basketball was a great part of my life. That's the reason why I was single."[157] In a 1999 interview shortly before his death, Chamberlain regretted not having explained the sexual climate at the time of his escapades, and warned other men who admired him for it, closing with the words: "With all of you men out there who think that having a thousand different ladies is pretty cool, I have learned in my life I've found out that having one woman a thousand different times is much more satisfying."[84] Chamberlain also acknowledged that he never came close to marrying and had no intention of raising any children.[34]
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 Relationships




Although Cherry points out that Chamberlain was an egotist, he added that he had good relationships with many contemporaries and enjoyed a great deal of respect. He was especially lauded for his good rapport with his fans, often providing tickets and signing autographs. Dr. Jack Ramsay recalled that Chamberlain regularly took walks in downtown Philadelphia and acknowledged honking horns with the air of a man enjoying all the attention.[65] Jerry West called him a "complex... very nice person",[158] and NBA rival Jack McMahon[image: External link] even said: "The best thing that happened to the NBA is that God made Wilt a nice person... he could have killed us all with his left hand."[159] Celtics contemporary Bob Cousy even assumed that if Chamberlain had been less fixated on being popular, he would have been meaner and able to win more titles.[160] During most of his NBA career, Chamberlain was good friends with Bill Russell[image: External link]. Chamberlain often invited Russell over to Thanksgiving, and at Russell's place, conversation mostly concerned Russell's electric trains.[161] But as the championship count became increasingly lopsided, the relationship got strained, and turned hostile after Russell accused Chamberlain of "copping out" in the notorious Game 7 of the 1969 NBA Finals.[161] The two men did not talk to each other for over 20 years, until Russell apologized privately, then publicly in a 1997 joint interview with Bob Costas[image: External link]: "There was a thing almost 30 years ago... I was wrong."[161] Still, Chamberlain maintained a level of bitterness, regretted that he should have been "more physical" with Russell in their games and privately continued accusing his rival for "intellectualizing" basketball in a negative way.[161]

More hostile was Chamberlain's relationship with fellow center Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link], ten years his junior. Although Abdul-Jabbar idolized him as a teenager and was once part of his inner circle,[55] the student/mentor bond deteriorated into intense mutual loathing, especially after Chamberlain retired. Chamberlain often criticized Abdul-Jabbar for a perceived lack of scoring, rebounding, and defense. Abdul-Jabbar accused Chamberlain of being a traitor to the black race for his Republican political leanings, support of Richard Nixon[image: External link], and relationships with white women.[162] When Abdul-Jabbar broke Chamberlain's all-time scoring record in 1984, Chamberlain repeatedly called on Abdul-Jabbar to retire. When Abdul-Jabbar published his autobiography in 1990, he retaliated by writing a paper titled "To Wilt Chumperlane [sic]" in which he stated "Now that I am done playing, history will remember me as someone who helped teammates to win, while you will be remembered as a crybaby, a loser, and a quitter." Their relationship remained mostly strained until the end.[162]
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 Politics




Chamberlain denounced the Black Panthers[image: External link] and other black nationalist movements in the late 1960s, and supported Republican Richard Nixon[image: External link] in the 1968[image: External link] and 1972[image: External link] presidential elections.[163] Chamberlain accompanied Nixon to the funeral of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.[image: External link][164] He considered himself a Republican[image: External link].[165]
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 Death




Chamberlain had a history of heart trouble. In 1992, Chamberlain was briefly hospitalized for an irregular heartbeat.[166] According to those close to him, he eventually began taking medication for his heart troubles.[167][168] In 1999, his condition deteriorated rapidly. During this time, he lost 50 pounds.[169] After undergoing dental surgery in the week before his death, he was in great pain and seemed unable to recover from the stress. On October 12, 1999, Chamberlain died in Bel-Air, California[image: External link], at the age of 63.[3][170] He was cremated[image: External link].[171] His agent Sy Goldberg stated Chamberlain died of congestive heart failure[image: External link].[172] He was survived by his sisters Barbara Lewis, Margaret Lane, Selina Gross and Yvonne Chamberlain, and brothers Wilbert and Oliver Chamberlain.[3]

NBA players and officials were saddened at the loss of a player they universally remembered as a symbol of the sport. His lifelong on-court rival and personal friend Bill Russell[image: External link] stated "the fierceness of our competition bonded us together for eternity", and Celtics coach Red Auerbach[image: External link] praised Chamberlain as vital for the success of the entire NBA. Ex-Lakers teammate Jerry West[image: External link] remembered him as an utterly dominant, yet friendly and humorous player, and fellow Hall-of-Famers Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link], Johnny Kerr[image: External link], Phil Jackson[image: External link] and Wes Unseld[image: External link] called Chamberlain one of the greatest players in the history of the sport.[107]
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Tom Meschery





Thomas Nicholas Meschery (born Tomislav Nikolayevich Meshcheryakov (Томислав Николаевич Мещеряков); October 26, 1938)[1] is a Russian American former professional basketball[image: External link] player. He was a power forward[image: External link] with a 10-year National Basketball Association career from 1961 to 1971. He played for the Philadelphia/San Francisco Warriors and the Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]. He led the league in personal fouls in 1962 and played in the 1963 NBA All-Star Game[image: External link]. His jersey, number 14, was retired by the Warriors.
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 Early years




Meschery was born as Tomislav Nikolayevich Meshcheryakov in Harbin[image: External link], China. His parents were Russian emigrants[image: External link] who fled from the October Revolution[image: External link] in 1917. The Meschery family was later relocated to a Japanese[image: External link] internment camp near Tokyo during World War II. After the war, Meschery and his parents emigrated to the United States. It was also in this phase of his life where his father renamed the family "Meschery" due to the anti-Communist/anti-Soviet Red Scare[image: External link] under Joseph McCarthy[image: External link], and Tomislav Nikolayevich was renamed Thomas Nicholas, which later was abbreviated to Tom.[1] Living in San Francisco, California[image: External link], Meschery attended Lowell High School[image: External link]. After graduating in 1957, he went to Saint Mary's College of California[image: External link] in Moraga[image: External link], receiving his Bachelor of Arts[image: External link] degree in 1961.
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 Professional basketball career




Standing 6 ft 6 in, Meschery also was a highly talented basketball player. After graduating from St. Mary's, he was drafted by the Philadelphia Warriors as the 7th pick overall in the 1961 NBA draft[image: External link]. Meschery played alongside legend Wilt Chamberlain, to whom he later dedicated a poem. Meschery was the starting forward on the 1961 Philadelphia Warriors team in which Chamberlain scored 100 points. Meschery led the NBA in personal fouls in 1962 and played in the 1963 NBA All-Star Game[image: External link].[2] Chamberlain left the Warriors in 1965, returning to his home town Philadelphia[image: External link], to play with the 76ers. The Warriors however, strengthened by the arrival of Rick Barry, made it to the 1967 NBA Finals, in which they lost to Chamberlain's 76ers. After his NBA Finals appearance, Meschery was selected by the NBA's Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link] during the 1967 NBA Expansion Draft[image: External link].

In the SuperSonics' inaugural season, Meschery led the team in rebounds (10.2 per game) as well as personal fouls.[3] He retired following the 1970–71 season, having played four seasons for the SuperSonics.

After retiring as a player, Meschery became head coach of the ABA's[image: External link] Carolina Cougars[image: External link], which he guided to a record of 35–49 in the 1971–72 season before being replaced by Larry Brown[image: External link].

Meschery has been inducted into the San Francisco High School Hall of Fame; Saint Mary's College Hall of Fame (his college jersey #31 retired); and the Bay Area Sports Hall of Fame.
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 Post-basketball life




Meschery published his first book of poems in 1970, and returned to school after his coaching stint, receiving his Master of Fine Arts[image: External link] degree from the University of Iowa[image: External link] in 1974. He studied poetry with Mark Strand[image: External link], U.S. poet laureate[image: External link] at University of Washington[image: External link]. After receiving his teaching credentials at University of Nevada, Reno, Meschery taught high school English in Reno, Nevada[image: External link], until his retirement in 2005. He is also a poet, whose works often relate to basketball, teaching, and being a Russian immigrant. In 2002, Meschery was inducted into the Nevada Writers Hall of Fame[image: External link].

Meschery is living in Sacramento, California with his artist wife Melanie Marchant Meschery. His son is Matthew Meschery[image: External link] who is the former lead vocalist of OPM[image: External link]. Meschery continues to write poems, fiction, and essays. He traces his love of writing to his Russian maternal ancestors, Alexei and Leo Tolstoy. Embarking on a new career as a novelist, Meschery has completed three novels in manuscript: Mr. Dolby's Dream, She's Got Game, and The Kid Has Hops and a Young Adult novel, also in manuscript, entitled The Society for the Prevention of Bullying. He has two newly published collections of poetry: Some Men and Sweat: New and Selected Poems About Sports. Meschery and his wife Melanie are presently collaborating on a book of poems and art about Saints.

His blog 'Meschery's Musings' discusses a variety of controversial subject relating to sports. Each blog ends with a sports poem. Meschery says he wishes to introduce the public to fine contemporary poems whose subject is sports in the same way Garrison Keillor[image: External link] makes poetry in general available to his listeners on his morning radio broadcasts.[4]
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Al Attles





Alvin Austin Attles Jr. (born November 7, 1936) is an American retired professional basketball[image: External link] player and coach best known for his longtime association with the Golden State Warriors.
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 Before the NBA




He is a graduate of Weequahic High School[image: External link] in Newark and North Carolina A&T State University[image: External link].[1] He has a bachelor's degree in Physical Education and History along with a master's degree in Curriculum and Instruction.[2] He intended to just be a coach at his local junior high school when he was drafted by the Warriors. He initially declined before accepting and going to training camp.[3]
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 Playing career




Attles joined the then-Philadelphia Warriors in 1960. On March 2, 1962 he was the team's second-leading scorer with 17 points on the night Wilt Chamberlain scored 100 points. There is a probably apocryphal story to the effect that one of the sportswriters covering the game began his filing with the lede[image: External link] "HERSHEY, Pa. -- Wilt Chamberlain and Al Attles combined for 117 points last night as the Philadelphia Warriors defeated the New York Knicks 169-147."[4] Attles moved with the team to the Bay Area at the end of the 1962 season, playing until 1971. Attles was known as "The Destroyer" due to his defensive specialities along with once punching a player in the jaw.[5] He was a role player on the 1964 Warriors team (with Wilt Chamberlain and Guy Rodgers) that made the NBA Finals[image: External link] and eventually lost the championship series to the Boston Celtics, four games to one. Attles also played on the Warriors' 1967 team that lost to Chamberlain's 68-13 Philadelphia 76ers in an evenly matched, six-game championship series.
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 Coaching career




Attles later became one of the first African-American[image: External link] coaches in the NBA when he was named player-coach of the Warriors midway through the 1969–70 season[image: External link], succeeding George Lee. Attles guided the Rick Barry-led Warriors to the 1975 NBA championship over the heavily favored Washington Bullets[image: External link], making him the second African American coach to win an NBA title (the first was Bill Russell[image: External link]). Attles' team tried to repeat the following season, but they lost to the Phoenix Suns[image: External link] in the Conference Finals[image: External link] in seven games. The team would make the playoffs only once more for the remainder of his tenure as coach. Attles was replaced by Johnny Bach for the last 21 games of the 1979–80 NBA season[image: External link] (a season in which the Warriors finished tied for dead last), though he returned for the next season (Bach would become Attles' permanent successor after 1983). Attles coached the Warriors until 1983, compiling a 557-518 regular season record (588-548 overall including playoff games) with 6 playoff appearances in 14 seasons. During the 1983–84[image: External link] season, Attles worked as the Warriors' general manager. He is the longest-serving coach in Warriors history.
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 Honors




Attles's number 16 is retired by the Warriors and he attends every Warriors home game. He also serves as a team ambassador.[6] On February 7, 2015, Attles' #22 was retired by North Carolina A&T[image: External link], the first ever retired by the team.[7] He was inducted into the Bay Area Sports Hall of Fame in 1993. Attles has worked in the Warriors organization for over 50 years, the longest uninterrupted streak of any person for one team. Attles and his wife Wilhelmina reside in Oakland and have two adult children.
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 Head coaching record






	Legend



	Regular season
	G
	Games coached
	W
	Games won
	L
	Games lost
	W–L %
	Win-loss %



	Post season
	PG
	Playoff games
	PW
	Playoff wins
	PL
	Playoff losses
	PW–L %
	Playoff win-loss %






	Team
	Year
	G
	W
	L
	W–L%
	Finish
	PG
	PW
	PL
	PW–L%
	Result



	San Francisco
	1969–70[image: External link]
	30
	8
	22
	.267
	6th in Western
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—



	San Francisco
	1970–71
	82
	41
	41
	.500
	2nd in Pacific
	5
	1
	4
	.200
	Lost in Conf. Semifinals[image: External link]



	Golden State
	1971–72
	82
	51
	31
	.622
	2nd in Pacific
	5
	1
	4
	.200
	Lost in Conf. Semifinals[image: External link]



	Golden State
	1972–73[image: External link]
	82
	47
	35
	.573
	2nd in Pacific
	11
	5
	6
	.200
	Lost in Conf. Finals



	Golden State
	1973–74[image: External link]
	82
	44
	38
	.537
	2nd in Pacific
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—



	Golden State
	1974–75
	82
	48
	34
	.585
	1st in Pacific
	17
	12
	5
	.706
	Won NBA Championship



	Golden State
	1975–76
	82
	59
	23
	.720
	1st in Pacific
	13
	7
	6
	.538
	Lost in Conf. Finals[image: External link]



	Golden State
	1976–77[image: External link]
	82
	46
	36
	.561
	3rd in Pacific
	10
	5
	5
	.500
	Lost in Conf. Semifinals



	Golden State
	1977–78[image: External link]
	82
	43
	39
	.524
	5th in Pacific
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—



	Golden State
	1978–79[image: External link]
	82
	38
	44
	.463
	6th in Pacific
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—



	Golden State
	1979–80[image: External link]
	61
	18
	43
	.295
	6th in Pacific
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—



	Golden State
	1980–81[image: External link]
	82
	39
	43
	.476
	4th in Pacific
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—



	Golden State
	1981–82[image: External link]
	82
	45
	37
	.549
	4th in Pacific
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—



	Golden State
	1982–83[image: External link]
	82
	30
	52
	.366
	5th in Pacific
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—



	Career
	
	1,075
	557
	518
	.518
	
	61
	31
	30
	.508
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Chris Mullin (basketball)





Christopher Paul Mullin (born July 30, 1963) is an American retired professional basketball[image: External link] player and current head coach of the St. John's Red Storm. He previously served as special advisor for the Sacramento Kings[image: External link] and general manager of the Golden State Warriors. He is a two-time Olympic Gold medalist and a two-time Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame inductee (in 2010 as a member of the 1992 United States men's Olympic basketball team[image: External link] ("The Dream Team"), and in 2011 for his individual career).

Mullin played shooting guard[image: External link] and small forward[image: External link] in the NBA from 1985 to 2001. During his playing time at St. John's University[image: External link], he was named Big East Player of the Year[image: External link] three times[1] and was a member of the 1984 U.S. Men's Olympic Basketball team,[2] Mullin was chosen as the seventh pick by the Golden State Warriors in the first round of the 1985 NBA draft[image: External link]. He returned to the Olympics in 1992 as a member of the "Dream Team"[image: External link], which was the first American Olympic basketball team to include professional players.

He played with the Warriors from the 1985–86[image: External link] until the 1996–97 season. Thereafter, Mullin played with the Indiana Pacers from 1997 until the 1999–2000 season[image: External link]. He retired after the 2000–01 season[image: External link], playing for his original team, the Warriors.

On March 30, 2015, he was named 20th head coach of the St. John's University men's basketball team, his alma mater.[3]
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 Early life and college career




Chris was born in Brooklyn, New York[image: External link]. As a young player in New York, Mullin studied the games of Knicks stars Walt Frazier[image: External link] and Earl Monroe[image: External link] while admiring Larry Bird[image: External link] and wearing #17 in honor of John Havlicek[image: External link].[4] As a youth, he regularly traveled to the Bronx[image: External link] and Harlem[image: External link], predominately African American neighborhoods, to play against the best basketball players in New York City. From a young age, he paved a path for himself to become a legend in the Diocese of Brooklyn[image: External link]. His name began to spread while playing CYO[image: External link] basketball at St. Thomas Aquinas Parish on Flatlands Avenue.[4] Along with playing CYO basketball at St. Thomas Aquinas Parish, Mullin attended Lou Carnesecca's basketball camp with future Xaverian teammates Roger McCready, Danny Treacy, Jimmy Howard, Gerard Shepard, Mike O'Reilly, Joe Cannizzo and Pete Cannizzo.[5] Mullin began his high school career at Power Memorial Academy[image: External link], where he was a teammate of Mario Elie[image: External link]. He transferred as a junior to Xaverian High School[image: External link] (in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn[image: External link]).

After being selected as New York State's "Mr. Basketball"[image: External link], Mullin was recruited by the Hall of Fame coach Lou Carnesecca[image: External link] to play for St. John's University[5] in nearby Queens. After signing, Mullin averaged 16.6 points per game in his freshman year (also setting the school freshman record for points scored). In his subsequent three years for the Redmen (now known as the Red Storm), he was named Big East Player of the Year[image: External link] three times, named to the All-America team three times, played for the gold medal-winning 1984 Olympic team, and received the 1985 Wooden Award[image: External link] and USBWA College Player of the Year[image: External link]. As a senior who averaged 19.8 points per game, Mullin led St. John's to the 1985 Final Four and its first #1 ranking since 1951.[6] Mullin, who averaged 19.5 points per game, finished his career as the Redmen's all-time leading scorer with 2,440 career points.[5] He also holds the distinction of being one of only three players in history to win the Haggerty Award[image: External link] (given to the best college player in the New York City area) three times (1983–1985). From 1983–1985, Mullin was also named the Big East conference's player of the year, making him the only men's basketball player to receive this award three different seasons.[7]
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 Professional career
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 Playing career (1985–2001)




In the 1985 NBA draft[image: External link], the Golden State Warriors selected Mullin in the first round with the seventh pick.[7] In Mullin's first three seasons with the Warriors, he was primarily a spot-up shooting guard playing in the backcourt alongside Eric "Sleepy" Floyd[image: External link]. In his second season, 1986–87, the Warriors advanced to the Western Conference semifinals under George Karl, where they lost to the eventual NBA champion Los Angeles Lakers. The next season, Don Nelson became the Warriors' coach and had plans to move Mullin to small forward. During his third season in the NBA, Mullin admitted to Nelson that he was an alcoholic.[7] After missing several practices, Mullin was suspended, then entered an alcohol rehabilitation program.

For five consecutive seasons, from 1988 until 1993, Mullin scored an average of 25 or more points and five rebounds. Additionally, the Warriors made five straight playoff appearances. Mullin, Mitch Richmond, and 1989 first-round draftee Tim Hardaway formed the trio "Run TMC" (the initials of the players' first names and a play on the name of the popular rap group Run DMC[image: External link]) that were the focal stars of this playoff run. A five-time All-Star, Mullin also won Olympic[image: External link] gold twice—as a member of the 1984 amateur team, and for the 1992 Dream Team[image: External link]. During the 1992 Summer Olympics, Mullin, who started two games, averaged 12.9 points per game, shot 61.9% from the field and 53.8% from the three-point land.[7] In 1993, Nelson traded for Chris Webber[image: External link] on NBA Draft day, hoping to make the Warriors stronger in the frontcourt. Mullin's body began breaking down, and he began to miss significant numbers of games. The Warriors had a successful first season with Webber, but he and Nelson began to bicker over his use as a player. This led Nelson to resign, and subsequent coaches saw Mullin as injury-prone and began to center the team around Latrell Sprewell. Mullin was traded after the 1996–97 season to the Indiana Pacers for second-year center Erick Dampier and NBA journeyman Duane Ferrell[image: External link].[8]

In his first season with the Pacers, coached by Larry Bird[image: External link], Mullin started all 82 games, averaged 11.3 points per game, and helped the Pacers to the Eastern Conference Finals, where they lost to the Chicago Bulls[image: External link] in game seven. Bird began to phase Mullin out and give more time to Jalen Rose[image: External link] at small forward during his second season with the team. As a member of the Indiana Pacers, Mullin, who was primarily a bench player at this time, appeared in three games of the 2000 NBA Finals[image: External link] against the Los Angeles Lakers and scored four points total.[7] After that season, Mullin was waived by the Pacers. He then once again signed with Warriors for the 2000–01 season, his last season as a player.

According to Jim O'Brien[image: External link], Mullin was similar to NBA legend Larry Bird because both players lacked speed, had a great outside shot and had the innate ability to put their defender off guard.[9] He was on the All-NBA second team (1989 and 1991), third team (1990), and first team (1992).
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 Front office positions




After his playing days were over, Mullin was hired by the Warriors as a special assistant, dealing with daily business operations. On April 22, 2004, he was named Executive Vice President of Basketball Operations for the team.[10] On May 11, 2009, the team announced that Mullin's expiring contract would not be renewed.[11] He was replaced by Larry Riley[image: External link] as the Warriors' General Manager.

Mullin began working with the Sacramento Kings in May 2013 when Vivek Ranadive[image: External link] became owner.[12] In September 2013, the Sacramento Kings[image: External link] hired him as an advisor.[13] As an advisor, Mullin's duties were not only to provide advice to Ranadive and D'Alessandro on player transactions, but to also supervise the organization's college and overseas scouting program.[14]
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 Broadcasting




Mullin has worked as an NBA analyst for ESPN.[15] On October 22, 2010, Mullin made his network debut as an ESPN studio analyst on Kia NBA Countdown.[16]

In December 2011, Mullin worked with the ESPN broadcasting crew for Mark Jackson's coaching debut with the Golden State Warriors. Mullin joined his former television colleagues, Jeff Van Gundy and Mike Breen to announce the game against the Los Angeles Clippers in the season opener and Christmas finale.[17]
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 NCAA
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 Coaching




On March 30, 2015 Mullin accepted the vacant head coaching position at St. John's University.[3]
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 Head coaching record






	Season
	Team
	Overall
	Conference
	Standing
	Postseason



	St. John's[image: External link] (Big East[image: External link]) (2015–present)



	2015–16[image: External link]
	St. John's[image: External link]
	8–24
	1–17
	10th
	



	2016–17[image: External link]
	St. John's[image: External link]
	14–19
	7–11
	8th
	



	St. John's Red Storm:
	22–43 (.338)
	8–28 (.222)
	



	Total:
	22–43 (.338)
	



	
      National champion         Postseason invitational champion  

      Conference regular season champion         Conference regular season and conference tournament champion

      Division regular season champion       Division regular season and conference tournament champion

      Conference tournament champion
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 Honors




In 2010, Mullin was inducted into the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame as part of the "Dream Team".[18]

On February 28, 2011, Mullin was elected to the College Basketball Hall of Fame[image: External link].

On April 4, 2011, Mullin was inducted again to the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame, this time for his individual career.

On March 19, 2012, Mullin's number was retired by the Golden State Warriors.[19]
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 Personal




Mullin is a devout Roman Catholic[image: External link], and has stated that he relies upon his faith daily.[20] He and his wife Liz have four children: Sean, Christopher, Liam and Kiera. Mullin was very good friends with former teammate, Sudanese NBA player Manute Bol[image: External link].[21][22] After Bol was badly injured in a taxi cab incident in 2004, Mullin and the Warriors offered to raise money for Bol's medical bills by organizing a fantasy camp. On November 19, 2004, the Warriors, Mullin and his former teammates Mitch Richmond and Tim Hardaway participated in the fantasy camp named "Run With TMC".[23]

In March 2012, PG&E[image: External link] joined the Golden State Warriors to restore a pair of basketball courts in Mullin's honor. Both courts were named the "Chris Mullin Basketball Courts at Arroyo Recreation Center Presented by PG&E". [24]

In July 2014, Mullin was featured at a wheelchair basketball charity and opportunity event hosted in Puerto Rico by Max International. Before the event, he was presented a jersey from Federacion de Baloncesto en Silla de Ruedas de Puerto Rico (FEBASIRU), the local wheelchair basketball team. In this event, Mullin participated in a wheelchair basketball game for the very first time with Max International Associate Hector Marcano[image: External link] Lopez and the local Puerto Rican wheelchair basketball team (FEBASIRU). He participated in "Max and Mullin Legends Classic Exhibition Game" with 20 local Puerto Rican basketball legends.[25]
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 See also





	Bay Area Sports Hall of Fame

	List of National Basketball Association career steals leaders[image: External link]

	List of National Basketball Association annual minutes leaders[image: External link]
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Rick Barry





Richard Francis Dennis "Rick" Barry III (born March 28, 1944) is an American retired professional basketball[image: External link] player who played in both the American Basketball Association[image: External link] (ABA) and National Basketball Association (NBA). Named one of the 50 Greatest Players in history by the NBA in 1996, Barry is the only player to lead the National Collegiate Athletic Association[image: External link] (NCAA), ABA and NBA in scoring for an individual season. He was known for his unorthodox but effective underhand free throw[image: External link] shooting technique, and at the time of his retirement in 1980, his .900 free throw percentage ranked first in NBA history.[1] In 1987, Barry was inducted into the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame[image: External link].[2] He is the father of former NBA players Brent Barry[image: External link] and Jon Barry[image: External link].
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 Biography
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 Early years and college career




Barry grew up in Roselle Park, New Jersey[image: External link], graduating from Roselle Park High School[image: External link] in 1962.[3] Barry was an All-American basketball player for the University of Miami[image: External link], where he starred for three seasons. While at Miami, Barry met his wife Pamela, the daughter of Hurricanes head coach Bruce Hale[image: External link]. As a senior in the 1964–65 campaign, Barry led the NCAA with a 37.4 points-per-game average. Barry and the Hurricanes did not take part in the NCAA Tournament, however, because the basketball program was on probation at the time. Barry is one of just two basketball players to have his number retired by the school.[4]

Barry was drafted by the San Francisco Warriors[image: External link] with the second pick of the 1965 NBA draft[image: External link].
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 Professional playing career
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 San Francisco Warriors




In Barry's first season in the NBA with the Warriors, the team improved from 17 to 35 victories. In the All-Star Game one season later, Barry erupted for 38 points as the West team stunned the East squad, which featured Wilt Chamberlain, Oscar Robertson[image: External link], Bill Russell[image: External link] and head coach Red Auerbach[image: External link] among other all-time greats. Later that season, Barry and company extended the mighty Philadelphia 76ers to six highly competitive games in the NBA Finals, something that Russell and the Boston Celtics could not do in the Eastern Conference playoffs. That 76ers team is considered to be one of the greatest in basketball history.

Nicknamed the "Miami Greyhound" by longtime San Francisco-area broadcaster Bill King[image: External link] because of his slender physical build and remarkable quickness and instincts, the 6'7" Barry won the NBA Rookie of the Year Award after averaging 25.7 points[image: External link] and 10.6 rebounds per game in the 1965–66 season[image: External link]. The following year, he won the 1967 NBA All-Star Game[image: External link] MVP award with a 38-point outburst and led the NBA in scoring with a 35.6 point per game average[image: External link] — which still ranks as the eighth- highest output in league annals. Teamed with star center Nate Thurmond in San Francisco, Barry helped take the Warriors to the 1967 NBA Finals, which they lost to the Philadelphia 76ers in six games. Including a 55-point outburst in Game 3, Barry averaged 40.8 points per game in the series, an NBA Finals record that stood for three decades.

Upset that he was not paid incentive monies that he believed due from Warriors owner Franklin Mieuli, Barry jumped to the ABA's Oakland Oaks, who offered him a lucrative contract and the chance to play for Bruce Hale, his then father-in-law. The three-year contract offer from Pat Boone[image: External link], the singer and team owner, was estimated to be worth $500,000, with Barry saying "the offer Oakland made me was one I simply couldn't turn down" and that it would make him one of basketball's highest-paid players.[5] The courts ordered Barry to sit out the 1967–68 season before he starred in the ABA, upholding the validity of the reserve clause[image: External link] in his contract.[6] He preceded St. Louis Cardinals[image: External link]' outfielder Curt Flood[image: External link], whose better-known challenge to the reserve clause went all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court[image: External link], by two years as the first American major-league professional athlete to bring a court action against it.[7] The ensuing negative publicity cast Barry in a negative light, portraying him as selfish and money-hungry. However, many NBA players at the time were looking at jumping to the ABA for more lucrative contracts. Barry would star in the ABA, twice averaging more than 30 points per game.
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 Oakland Oaks




After the 1966–67 season, Barry became one of the first NBA players to jump to the American Basketball Association[image: External link] when he signed with the Oakland Oaks. In the ABA's first season, the Oaks were the only ABA team located in the same market as an NBA team (the Warriors). The Warriors went to court and prevented Barry from playing for the Oaks during the 1967–68 season. Barry instead worked on Oaks radio broadcasts during the ABA's first season.

During the 1968–69 season Barry suited up for the Oaks and averaged 34 points per game. He also led the ABA in free throw percentage for the season (a feat he repeated in the 1970–71 and 1971–72 seasons). However, on December 27, 1968, late in a game against the New York Nets[image: External link], Barry and Kenny Wilburn collided and Barry tore ligaments in his knee. He tried to play again in January but only aggravated the injury and sat out the rest of the season, only appearing in 35 games as a result. Despite the injury Barry was named to the ABA All-Star team. The Oaks finished with a record of 60-18, winning the Western Division by 14 games over the second place New Orleans Buccaneers[image: External link]. In the 1969 ABA Playoffs[image: External link] the Oaks defeated the Denver Rockets[image: External link] in a seven-game series and then defeated New Orleans in the Western Division finals. In the finals the Oaks defeated the Indiana Pacers 4 games to 1 to win the 1969 ABA Championship.

The Oaks' on-court success had not translated into solid attendance. The team averaged 2,800 fans per game. Instead of remaining in Oakland for another season to see if the championship would draw fans, the team was sold by owner Pat Boone[image: External link] and relocated to Washington, D.C. for the 1969–70 season.
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 Washington Caps




Barry played the 1969–70 season with the ABA's Washington Caps[image: External link]. Barry did not like the move and refused to report to the team, at one point commenting, "If I wanted to go to Washington, I'd run for president!" He missed the first 32 games before the ABA forced him to join the team. The Caps played in the Western Division, making for a grueling travel schedule. The Caps finished 44-40, claiming third place in the Western Division. Appearing in only 52 games due to a knee injury, Barry finished the season with 1,442 points, second best in the ABA (27.7 points per game). The Denver Rockets defeated the Caps, 4 games to 3, in the Western Division semifinals. As the seventh and deciding game drew to a close, Barry was ejected for fighting with Rockets players.
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 Virginia Squires




The Washington Caps became the Virginia Squires[image: External link] after the 1969–70 season, but Barry was openly despondent about playing in Virginia. At the same time, he wanted to continue playing in the ABA. Featured on the August 24, 1970 cover of Sports Illustrated[image: External link] in a Squires jersey,[8] he indicated that he would not return to the NBA if the league paid him "a million dollars a year." He denounced the Squires (and, subsequently, never suited up for them), saying he did not want his kids growing up with a southern accent[image: External link]. On September 1, 1970, the Squires traded Barry to the New York Nets[image: External link] for a draft pick and $200,000. The negative comments were not the primary reason; rather, Squires owner Earl Foreman was still bogged down by financial troubles and sold Barry to help meet his expenses.
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 New York Nets




After the Squires dealt Barry to the New York Nets[image: External link], he played in only 59 games in the 1970–71 season due to a knee injury but still made the ABA All Star team. He repeated as an ABA All Star during the 1971–72 season. During the 1970–71 season he led the league in scoring (29.4 points per game) and led the league again in 1971–72 with 31.5 points per game. In both of those years he also led the ABA in free throw percentage as he had in 1968–69. Barry also became the ABA record holder for most consecutive free throws in one game with 23.

In the 1970–71 season the Nets finished 40-44, good for fourth place in the Eastern Division and a place in the 1971 ABA Playoffs[image: External link]. The Virginia Squires defeated the Nets 4 games to 2 in the Eastern Division semifinals. The 1971–72 Nets finished the season at 44-40, making the 1972 ABA Playoffs[image: External link] by claiming third place in the Eastern Division, 24 games behind the 68-16 Kentucky Colonels[image: External link]. In the Eastern Division semifinals the Nets shocked the ABA by defeating the Colonels 4 games to 2. The Nets then eked out a 4-game to 3 victory over the Virginia Squires in the Eastern Division finals. The Nets were then edged by the Western Division champion Indiana Pacers, 4 games to 2, in the 1972 ABA Finals[image: External link].

On June 23, 1972 a United States District Court judges issued a preliminary injunction to prohibit Barry from playing for any team other than the Golden State Warriors after his contract with the Nets ended. On October 6, 1972 the Nets released Barry and he returned to the Warriors.
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 Golden State Warriors




Upon Barry's return to the Warriors and the NBA, the cumulative effects of knee problems were taking their toll. Barry gradually moved his game away from the basket, becoming more of a perimeter shooter and ball distributor. The Warriors ran one of the few offenses in basketball where a forward (Barry) was the primary ball-handler. Two seasons later (1974–75) the Warriors captured the division crown and Barry averaged 30.6 points per game, led the league in free throw percentage (.904) and steals per game (2.9) and ranked sixth in assists per game (6.2). The Warriors executed a four-game sweep of Elvin Hayes[image: External link], Wes Unseld[image: External link] and the Washington Bullets in the NBA Finals. The Bullets had posted a league-high 60 victories, 12 more than the Warriors total in the regular season. Barry was named NBA Finals Most Valuable Player.

The next season, the Warriors drafted Gus Williams to play point guard and began to utilize the talents of Phil Smith[image: External link] more at shooting guard. Barry's scoring average dipped to 21.8 ppg, but the Warriors finished with the NBA's best record at 59-23 and were heavy favorites to return to the NBA Finals. However, the Warriors were upset in the Western Conference finals by the Phoenix Suns[image: External link]. The Warriors won 49 games the next season (1976–77) with Barry, Smith, and Williams sharing scoring and ball-handling, but were ousted in the second round by the Los Angeles Lakers. Reportedly, Barry and Williams clashed over the ball-handling role,[9] and Williams was traded after the season to the Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]. Barry played one more season with the Warriors before leaving as a free agent for the Houston Rockets.
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 Houston Rockets




Barry ended his career with the Houston Rockets, playing through the 1979–80 NBA season[image: External link]. Barry was signed by the Rockets as a free agent before the 1978–79 season. The league awarded John Lucas[image: External link] to the Warriors as compensation. Now in the twilight of his career, he pioneered the "point forward[image: External link]" position as a ball distributor (passing for a career-high 502 assists[image: External link]) and three-point threat. Until the arrival of Larry Bird[image: External link], Barry, John Havlicek[image: External link], and Billy Cunningham[image: External link] were the only players in NBA history to pass for more than 500 assists while primarily playing the forward position. He averaged 13.5 points and set a new NBA record (since broken) with a .947 free throw percentage for the season. He retired in 1980.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Later years




During the 1990s he coached the Cedar Rapids Sharpshooters of the Global Basketball Association[image: External link][10] and the Continental Basketball Association[image: External link], guiding the Fort Wayne Fury[image: External link] to a 19-37 win-loss record in 1993–94. In 1998 and 1999, he served as head coach of the New Jersey ShoreCats of the United States Basketball League. Former Warriors teammate Clifford Ray was his top assistant.

Barry finished 2nd in his division at the 2005 World Long Drive[image: External link] Championship.[11]

Barry is part owner and promoter for the Ektio basketball shoe, which doctor and former college basketball player Barry Katz designed to reduce ankle injuries. He also serves on the company's Board of Directors.[12]
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 Broadcasting career




Barry was among the first professional basketball players to make a successful transition to the broadcasting profession. He began broadcasting during the 1967–68 season broadcasting Oakland Oaks games because of contractual matters that kept him off of the court. Barry continues to work in the field, a career that began with his own radio show in San Francisco and CBS[image: External link] while still an active player and then with TBS[image: External link].

During Game 5 of the 1981 NBA Finals[image: External link], while working as a CBS analyst, Barry made a controversial comment when CBS displayed an old photo of colleague Bill Russell[image: External link], who is African-American[image: External link], and Barry joked that "it looks like some fool over there with that big watermelon grin".[13][14] Barry later apologized for the comment, claiming that he did not realize that a reference to watermelons would have racial overtones[image: External link]. Russell said that he believed Barry with regard to Barry's racial attitudes, but nonetheless, the two men are reported not to have been particularly friendly for other reasons, unrelated to that comment.[15]

CBS did not renew Barry's employment for the subsequent season, with producers later citing the overall negative tone of Barry's game commentary.[15] The next season, Barry did some broadcasting for the Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link], however a plan for permanent employment fell through when Barry insisted that his then-wife be allowed to join him when the team was on the road, which would have been contrary to team policy.[15] The next year, Barry was featured in a lengthy Sports Illustrated[image: External link] article written by Tony Kornheiser[image: External link] in which he lamented the failure of his broadcasting career to that point, as well as the fact that he'd left a reputation within NBA circles for being an unlikable person.[15]

In a rare non-sports venture, he hosted the pilot for the mid-1980s game show Catchphrase[image: External link]; however, when the series debuted in the fall of 1985, game show veteran Art James[image: External link] replaced him (the series itself was short-lived in the US, but was brought over to the UK[image: External link] and is still running).[16]

In September 2001, Barry began hosting a sports talk show[image: External link] on KNBR-AM in San Francisco until June 2003, when KNBR paired him up with Rod Brooks to co-host a show named Rick and Rod. The show aired on KNBR until August 2006, when Barry left the station abruptly for reasons not disclosed to the public.[17]
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 Personal life




Rick Barry is of Irish, English, French, and Lithuanian descent.[18]

He has four sons with his first wife Pam: Scooter[image: External link], Jon[image: External link], Brent[image: External link] and Drew[image: External link], all of whom were professional basketball players. He has one daughter, Shannon. He also has a son named Canyon with his third wife, Lynn Barry[image: External link]; Canyon played for the College of Charleston Cougars men's basketball team[image: External link],[19] redshirting[image: External link] in the 2012–13 season[image: External link][20] before playing from 2013[image: External link] to 2016[image: External link]. A three-time Academic All-American, Canyon graduated from Charleston with a physics degree[21] in May 2016 and played his final season of college eligibility at Florida[image: External link] under the NCAA's graduate transfer rule.[22] In February 2017, Canyon broke the Gators' record for consecutive free throws made by using the under-hand style, which was also used by his father.[23] Canyon capped off his college career with recognition as the Southeastern Conference[image: External link] Sixth Man of the Year[24] and Academic All-America of the Year[image: External link] for Division I men's basketball in 2017.[25]

When his son Brent[image: External link] won the NBA Championship in 2005[image: External link] with the San Antonio Spurs, Rick and Brent became the second father-son duo[image: External link] to both win NBA Championships as players, following the Guokases (Matt Guokas Sr.[image: External link] and Matt Guokas Jr.[image: External link]). Later, this would be repeated by the Waltons ( Bill[image: External link] and Luke[image: External link]) and the Thompsons ( Mychal[image: External link] and Klay). Scooter[image: External link] won titles in the CBA[image: External link] and the top Belgian League[image: External link].

Jon and Brent have likewise moved to broadcasting after retirement. Jon currently serves as a game analyst on ESPN[image: External link] while Brent works as a studio analyst on NBA TV.

Rick was also a member of the Kappa Sigma[image: External link] fraternity.
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 NBA career highs
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 Regular season






	Stat
	High
	Opponent
	Date



	Points
	64[image: External link]
	vs. Portland Trail Blazers
	March 26, 1974[image: External link]



	Points, half (2nd)
	45
	vs. Portland Trail Blazers
	March 26, 1974



	Field goal percentage
	
	
	



	Field goals made
	30
	vs. Portland Trail Blazers
	March 26, 1974



	Field goals made, half (2nd)
	21
	vs. Portland Trail Blazers
	March 26, 1974



	Field goals made, quarter
	11
	vs. Portland Trail Blazers
	March 26, 1974



	Field goals attempted
	50
	
	



	Field goals attempted
	49
	vs. Philadelphia 76ers
	January 23, 1975



	Free throws made, none missed
	18—18
	vs. Portland Trail Blazers
	December 26, 1974



	Free throws made, none missed
	18—18
	vs. Washington Bullets
	February 6, 1975



	Free throws made, one missed
	21—22
	at New York Knicks
	December 14, 1965



	Free throws made
	21
	at New York Knicks
	December 14, 1965



	Free throws made
	21
	vs. Baltimore Bullets
	November 6, 1966



	Free throws made, half (2nd)
	17
	at New York Knicks
	December 6, 1966



	Free throws made, quarter (3rd)
	14
	at New York Knicks
	December 6, 1966



	Free throws attempted
	25
	vs. Baltimore Bullets
	November 6, 1966



	Free throws attempted, quarter (3rd)
	15
	at New York Knicks
	December 6, 1966



	Three-point field goals
	8—12
	vs. Utah Jazz
	February 9, 1980



	Three-point field goals
	7—10
	vs. New Jersey Nets
	February 6, 1980



	Rebounds
	25
	vs. Philadelphia 76ers
	December 20, 1965



	Offensive rebounds
	
	
	



	Defensive rebounds
	
	
	



	Assists
	19
	at Chicago Bulls
	November 30, 1976



	Assists
	16
	vs. Buffalo Braves
	November 10, 1973



	Steals[image: External link]
	9[image: External link]
	vs. Buffalo Braves
	October 29, 1974[image: External link]



	Steals
	8
	vs. Los Angeles Lakers
	March 25, 1975



	Steals
	8
	at Cleveland Cavaliers
	April 1, 1979



	Steals
	7
	vs. Philadelphia 76ers
	January 23, 1975



	Blocked shots
	
	
	



	Minutes played
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 Playoffs






	Stat
	High
	Opponent
	Date



	Points[image: External link]
	55[image: External link]
	vs. Philadelphia 76ers
	April 18, 1967[image: External link]



	Points
	47
	vs. St. Louis Hawks
	April 1, 1967



	Field goal percentage
	
	
	



	Field goals made
	22
	vs. Philadelphia 76ers
	April 18, 1967



	Field goals attempted
	48
	vs. Philadelphia 76ers
	April 18, 1967



	Free throws made, none missed
	
	
	



	Free throws made, one missed
	
	
	



	Free throws made
	15
	at St. Louis Hawks
	April 5, 1967



	Free throws attempted
	19
	at St. Louis Hawks
	April 5, 1967



	Three-point field goals made
	2
	vs. Boston Celtics
	April 14, 1980



	Three-point field goals attempted
	
	
	



	Rebounds
	12
	
	



	Offensive rebounds
	
	
	



	Defensive rebounds
	
	
	



	Assists
	14
	
	



	Steals
	8
	vs. Seattle SuperSonics
	April 14, 1975



	Steals
	7
	at Chicago Bulls
	May 11, 1975



	Steals
	7
	vs. Detroit Pistons
	April 28, 1976



	Blocked shots
	
	
	



	Minutes played
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 List of highest career scoring outputs






	
	Occurred in NBA Finals






	Points
	Opponent
	Home/Away
	Date
	Minutes

played
	FGM[image: External link]
	FGA
	FTM[image: External link]
	FTA
	Rebounds[image: External link]
	Assists[image: External link]



	64[image: External link]
	Portland Trail Blazers
	Home
	March 26, 1974[image: External link]
	43
	30
	45
	4
	5
	10
	9



	57
	New York Knicks
	Away
	December 14, 1965
	
	18
	
	21
	22
	
	



	57
	Cincinnati Royals[image: External link]
	Away
	October 29, 1966
	
	21
	
	15
	
	
	



	55[image: External link]
	Philadelphia 76ers
	Home
	April 18, 1967[image: External link]
	
	22
	48
	11
	19
	12
	5



	55
	Philadelphia 76ers
	Home
	January 23, 1975
	
	23
	49
	9
	10
	5
	



	55
	New York Knicks
	Home
	March 25, 1978
	
	19
	31
	17
	18
	
	9



	52
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	Neutral
	February 16, 1967
	
	18
	
	16
	19
	
	



	51
	Houston Rockets
	Neutral
	January 17, 1973
	
	24
	33
	3
	4
	
	



	51
	Philadelphia 76ers
	Home
	February 23, 1974
	
	22
	40
	7
	
	
	



	51
	Philadelphia 76ers
	Home
	October 29, 1977
	
	22
	38
	7
	8
	
	



	50
	St. Louis Hawks
	Neutral
	December 8, 1966
	
	19
	
	12
	14
	
	



	50
	Detroit Pistons
	Away
	January 14, 1967
	
	20
	
	10
	11
	
	



	50
	Boston Celtics
	Neutral
	February 14, 1967
	
	16
	
	18
	19
	
	



	50
	Cincinnati Royals[image: External link]
	Away
	December 25, 1966
	
	19
	
	12
	13
	
	



	50
	Los Angeles Lakers
	Home
	December 8, 1973
	37
	21
	37
	8
	8
	9
	9
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 Career achievements





	
Roselle Park High School[image: External link] – Roselle Park, New Jersey[image: External link] (1957–61)

	Two-time All-State selection





	
University of Miami[image: External link] (1961–65)

	
Associated Press[image: External link] First-Team All-America (1965)

	
The Sporting News[image: External link] All-America Second Team (1965)

	Consensus All-America (1965)

	Led the nation in scoring (37.4 ppg) as a senior





	NBA San Francisco Warriors[image: External link] (1965–67)

	NBA Rookie of the Year (1966)





	
NBA All-Rookie First Team (1966)

	NBA leading scorer in 1967 (35.6 ppg)

	ABA leading scorer in 1969 (34.0 ppg)

	NBA highest free-throw percentage 1973, 1975, 1976, 1978, 1979, 1980

	ABA highest free-throw percentage 1969, 1971, 1972

	
NBA All-Star Game MVP (1967)





	ABA Oakland Oaks (1968–69)

	ABA Washington Caps[image: External link] (1969–70)

	ABA New York Nets[image: External link] (1970–72)

	NBA Golden State Warriors (1972–78)

	All-NBA Second Team (1973)

	
NBA Finals[image: External link] MVP (1975)

	
NBA champion[image: External link] (1975)





	NBA Houston Rockets (1978–79)

	All-NBA First Team (1966, 1967, 1974, 1975, 1976)

	Eight time NBA All-Star (1966, 1967, 1973–78)

	ABA All-Star First Team (1969–72)

	NBA 50 Greatest Players (1996)

	
Bay Area Sports Hall of Fame (1988)

	
Sports Hall of Fame of New Jersey[image: External link] (1994)

	University of Miami Sports Hall of Fame (1976)

	15 games in NBA career scoring 50 or more points (5th in NBA history)

	115 games in professional career scoring 40 or more points — 70 NBA, 45 ABA (4th in professional basketball history after Wilt Chamberlain, Michael Jordan and Kobe Bryant)
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 NBA records
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 Regular season




Only player in history to lead the NCAA[image: External link], ABA[image: External link] and NBA in scoring


	Led the NCAA in scoring in 1964–65 (973 points, 37.4 ppg)

	Led the NBA in scoring in 1966–67[image: External link] (2,775 points, 35.6 ppg)

	Led the ABA in scoring in 1968–69[image: External link] (1,190 points; 34.0 ppg)



Youngest player to score 57 points in a game: 21 years, 261 days (57 points, San Francisco Warriors at New York Knicks, December 14, 1965)


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Playoffs




Scoring 30 or more points in all games, any playoff series: 6 games, vs. Philadelphia 76ers, 1967 NBA Finals

Field goal attempts, 6-game series: 235, vs. Philadelphia 76ers, 1967 NBA Finals

Field goal attempts, game: 48, vs. Philadelphia 76ers, April 18, 1967

Field goal attempts, quarter: 17, at Philadelphia 76ers, April 14, 1967

Steals, quarter: 4, second quarter, at Chicago Bulls, May 11, 1975


	Tied with many other players
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 NBA Finals




Highest scoring average (career): 36.3

Scoring 30 or more points in all games, any championship series: 6 games, vs. Philadelphia 76ers, 1967 NBA Finals


	
Elgin Baylor[image: External link], Michael Jordan, Hakeem Olajuwon[image: External link] and Shaquille O'Neal[image: External link] also achieved this feat.



Field goals made, game: 22, vs. Philadelphia 76ers, April 18, 1967


	Tied with Elgin Baylor



Field goal attempts, 6-game series: 235, vs. Philadelphia 76ers, 1967 NBA Finals

Field goal attempts, game: 48, vs. Philadelphia 76ers, April 18, 1967

Field goal attempts, quarter: 17, at Philadelphia 76ers, April 14, 1967

Steals, 4-game series: 14, vs. Washington Bullets, 1975 NBA Finals (3.5 spg)
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 All-Star




Field goal attempts, game: 27 ( 1967[image: External link])

Steals, game: 8 ( 1975[image: External link])

Personal fouls, game: 6, twice ( 1966[image: External link], 1978[image: External link])

Disqualifications, career: 2


	Tied with Bob Cousy[image: External link]
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 See also





	American Basketball Association (2000–present)

	List of individual National Basketball Association scoring leaders by season[image: External link]

	List of National Basketball Association players with most points in a game[image: External link]

	List of National Basketball Association players with most steals in a game[image: External link]

	List of National Basketball Association players with 50 or more points in a playoff game[image: External link]

	List of NCAA Division I men's basketball players with 2000 points and 1000 rebounds[image: External link]
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Nate Thurmond





Nathaniel "Nate" Thurmond (July 25, 1941 – July 16, 2016) was an American basketball[image: External link] player who spent the majority of his 14-year career in the National Basketball Association (NBA) with the Golden State Warriors. He played the center[image: External link] and power forward[image: External link] positions.[1] Thurmond was a seven-time All-Star[image: External link] and the first player in NBA history to record an official quadruple-double[image: External link]. In 1965, he grabbed 42 rebounds in a game; only Wilt Chamberlain and Bill Russell[image: External link] recorded more rebounds in an NBA game. Thurmond was named both a member of the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame and one of the 50 Greatest Players in NBA History.[2]

Known to fans as "Nate the Great",[3] Thurmond has had his No. 42 jersey retired by both the Golden State Warriors and the Cleveland Cavaliers.[4]
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 High school and college career




Thurmond starred at Akron's Central High School[image: External link], where he played alongside fellow future NBA star Gus Johnson[image: External link].[5] Passing up a scholarship offer from Ohio State[image: External link] to avoid becoming a backup to Jerry Lucas[image: External link], a high school rival, Thurmond chose to play college basketball at Bowling Green[image: External link].[6]

Thurmond led the Mid-American Conference[image: External link] in rebounds during all three of his varsity seasons (with a college career average of 17.0 rebounds per game),[6] and was named a first-team All-American by The Sporting News[image: External link] in 1963.[7] In Thurmond's last two years with Bowling Green, he helped lead the team into the NCAA Tournament and he set a school record with 31 rebounds in his final college game.[6]
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 NBA career
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 San Francisco/Golden State Warriors




Thurmond was drafted by the San Francisco Warriors (now known as the Golden State Warriors) in the 1963 NBA draft[image: External link]. As a rookie, he mainly played a supporting role alongside Hall of Fame center Wilt Chamberlain. Thurmond averaged 7 points and 10.4 rebounds in his first NBA season and was named to the NBA All-Rookie Team in 1964.[5]

After Chamberlain was traded to the Philadelphia 76ers during the next season, Thurmond blossomed into a highly productive starting center for the Warriors. Among his many accomplishments, Thurmond set a regular season record for rebounds in a quarter with 18,[5] and averaged 21.3 and 22.0 rebounds per game[image: External link] in the 1966–67[image: External link] and 1967–68 seasons.[3] Thurmond placed second to Chamberlain in the MVP[image: External link] balloting in the 1966–67 season,[8] averaged over 20 points per game each season from 1967–68 through 1971–72, and played in seven NBA All-Star Games as a member of the Warriors.[3] However, even with the contributions of star teammates like Rick Barry, the Warriors were unable to win a championship with Thurmond at center. They reached the 1967 NBA Finals, but lost to Chamberlain's 76ers.[5]
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 Chicago Bulls




Thurmond was acquired by the Chicago Bulls[image: External link] in exchange for Clifford Ray[image: External link] and $100,000 prior to the 1974–75 season on September 3, 1974. The Bulls had felt a need for one starting center rather than continue with a three-man rotation of Ray, Tom Boerwinkle[image: External link] and Dennis Awtrey[image: External link]. The Warriors added more fiscal stability when completing the deal.[9] On October 18, 1974 against the Atlanta Hawks, in his debut as a Bull, he recorded 22 points[image: External link], 14 rebounds, 13 assists[image: External link] and 12 blocked shots[image: External link], becoming the first player in NBA history to officially record a quadruple-double[image: External link][5] (blocked shots were not counted before 1973–74[image: External link]).[10]
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 Cleveland Cavaliers




Thirteen games into the 1975–76 season, Thurmond was traded along with Rowland Garrett[image: External link] to the Cleveland Cavaliers for Steve Patterson[image: External link] and Eric Fernsten[image: External link] on November 27, 1975. Thurmond's mobility on the court failed to mesh with an offense built for a more stationary center, resulting in diminished playing time on a team enduring a nine-game losing streak at the time of the deal.[11] In Cleveland, the now 35-year-old Thurmond came off the bench for the injured Jim Chones[image: External link] to lead Cleveland's "Miracle at Richfield[image: External link]" team to the NBA Eastern Conference Finals[image: External link] before the Cavaliers lost to the star-studded Boston Celtics in 1976.[12]
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 Retirement and death




After retirement, Thurmond returned to San Francisco[image: External link] and opened a restaurant, Big Nate's BBQ.[13] He sold the restaurant after 20 years, while living in San Francisco with his wife, Marci. He was given the title "Warriors Legend & Ambassador" by the Warriors organization.[14]

Thurmond died at the age of 74 on July 16, 2016 after a short battle with leukemia[image: External link].[15]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Statistical accomplishments




First player in NBA history to record a quadruple-double[image: External link] in a game:[2] Chicago Bulls (120) vs. Atlanta Hawks (115), October 18, 1974 (OT)[10]


	22 points, 14 rebounds, 13 assists, and 12 blocked shots[10]


	The game was Thurmond's debut with the Chicago Bulls.[10]


	
Alvin Robertson[image: External link], Hakeem Olajuwon[image: External link] and David Robinson[image: External link] are the only other players to achieve a quadruple-double.[10]




One of five players in NBA history to average at least 15 rebounds per game for his career: 15.0[16] (14,464/964)[3]


	Also done by Wilt Chamberlain, Bill Russell[image: External link], Bob Pettit[image: External link] and Jerry Lucas[image: External link][16]




One of five players in NBA history to average at least 20 rebounds per game during a season: 21.3 ( 1966–67[image: External link]), 22.0 (1967–68)[3]


	Also achieved by Bill Russell[image: External link], Wilt Chamberlain, Bob Pettit[image: External link] and Jerry Lucas[image: External link][17]




One of four players in NBA history to record 40 or more rebounds in a game: 42, vs. Detroit Pistons, November 9, 1965[image: External link][18]


	Also achieved by Bill Russell[image: External link], Wilt Chamberlain and Jerry Lucas[image: External link][19]




NBA record for rebounds in a quarter: 18, at Baltimore Bullets, February 28, 1965[5]
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 See also





	List of National Basketball Association career rebounding leaders[image: External link]

	List of National Basketball Association players with most rebounds in a game[image: External link]

	List of National Basketball Association players with most blocks in a game[image: External link]

	List of National Basketball Association top individual rebounding season averages[image: External link]

	Bay Area Sports Hall of Fame
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National Basketball Association





The National Basketball Association (NBA) is the major men's professional basketball[image: External link] league[image: External link] in North America[image: External link], and is widely considered to be the premier men's professional basketball league in the world. It has 30 teams (29 in the United States and 1 in Canada), and is an active member of USA Basketball[image: External link] (USAB),[2] which is recognized by FIBA[image: External link] (also known as the International Basketball Federation) as the national governing body[image: External link] for basketball in the United States. The NBA is one of the four major professional sports leagues in the United States and Canada[image: External link]. NBA players are the world's best paid athletes by average annual salary per player.[3][4]

The league was founded in New York City on June 6, 1946, as the Basketball Association of America (BAA).[1][5] The league adopted the name National Basketball Association on August 3, 1949, after merging with its rival National Basketball League (NBL). The league's several international as well as individual team offices are directed out of its head offices located in the Olympic Tower[image: External link] at 645 Fifth Avenue[image: External link] in New York City. NBA Entertainment[image: External link] and NBA TV studios are directed out of offices located in Secaucus, New Jersey[image: External link].
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 History
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 Creation and merger




See: Basketball Association of America


The Basketball Association of America was founded in 1946 by owners of the major ice hockey arenas in the Northeastern[image: External link] and Midwestern United States[image: External link] and Canada. On November 1, 1946, in Toronto[image: External link], Canada, the Toronto Huskies[image: External link] hosted the New York Knickerbockers at Maple Leaf Gardens[image: External link], in a game the NBA now regards as the first played in its history.[6] The first basket was made by Ossie Schectman[image: External link] of the Knickerbockers. Although there had been earlier attempts at professional basketball leagues, including the American Basketball League and the NBL, the BAA was the first league to attempt to play primarily in large arenas in major cities. During its early years, the quality of play in the BAA was not significantly better than in competing leagues or among leading independent clubs such as the Harlem Globetrotters[image: External link]. For instance, the 1948 ABL finalist Baltimore Bullets[image: External link] moved to the BAA and won that league's 1948 title, and the 1948 NBL champion Minneapolis Lakers won the 1949 BAA title. Prior to the 1948–49 season, however, NBL teams from Fort Wayne, Indianapolis, Minneapolis, and Rochester jumped to the BAA, which established the BAA as the league of choice for collegians looking to turn professional.[7]

Following the 1948–49 season, the BAA took in the remainder of the NBL: Syracuse, Anderson, Tri-Cities, Sheboygan, Denver, and Waterloo. In deference to the merger and to avoid possible legal complications, the league name was changed from the BAA to the National Basketball Association in spite of having the same BAA governing body including Podoloff.[7] The new league had seventeen franchises located in a mix of large and small cities,[8] as well as large arenas and smaller gymnasiums and armories. In 1950, the NBA consolidated to eleven franchises, a process that continued until 1953–54, when the league reached its smallest size of eight franchises: the New York Knicks, Boston Celtics, Philadelphia Warriors, Minneapolis Lakers, Rochester Royals[image: External link], Fort Wayne Pistons, Tri-Cities Blackhawks, and Syracuse Nationals, all of which remain in the league today. The process of contraction saw the league's smaller-city franchises move to larger cities. The Hawks shifted from the Tri-Cities[image: External link] to Milwaukee[image: External link] in 1951, and then to St. Louis[image: External link] in 1955. The Rochester Royals moved from Rochester, New York[image: External link], to Cincinnati[image: External link] in 1957 and the Pistons relocated from Fort Wayne, Indiana[image: External link], to Detroit[image: External link] in 1957.

Japanese-American[image: External link] Wataru Misaka[image: External link] broke the NBA color barrier[image: External link] in the 1947–48 season[image: External link] when he played for the New York Knicks. He remained the only non-white player in league history prior to the first African-American, Harold Hunter[image: External link], signing with the Washington Capitols[image: External link] in 1950.[9][10] Hunter was cut from the team during training camp,[9][11] but several African-American players did play in the league later that year, including Chuck Cooper[image: External link] with the Celtics, Nathaniel "Sweetwater" Clifton[image: External link] with the Knicks, and Earl Lloyd[image: External link] with the Washington Capitols[image: External link]. During this period, the Minneapolis Lakers, led by center George Mikan[image: External link], won five NBA Championships[image: External link] and established themselves as the league's first dynasty[image: External link].[12] To encourage shooting and discourage stalling, the league introduced the 24-second shot clock[image: External link] in 1954.[13] If a team does not attempt to score a field goal (or the ball fails to make contact with the rim) within 24 seconds of obtaining the ball, play is stopped and the ball given to its opponent.
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 Celtics' dominance, league expansion and competition




In 1957, rookie center Bill Russell[image: External link] joined the Boston Celtics, who already featured guard Bob Cousy[image: External link] and coach Red Auerbach[image: External link], and went on to lead the club to eleven NBA titles in thirteen seasons. Center Wilt Chamberlain entered the league with the Warriors in 1959 and became a dominant individual star of the 1960s, setting new single game records in scoring (100) and rebounding (55). Russell's rivalry with Chamberlain[image: External link] became one of the greatest rivalries in the history of American team sports.

The 1960s were dominated by the Celtics. Led by Russell, Bob Cousy and coach Red Auerbach, Boston won eight straight championships in the NBA from 1959 to 1966. This championship streak is the longest in NBA history. They did not win the title in 1966–67[image: External link], but regained it in the 1967–68 season and repeated in 1969[image: External link]. The domination totaled nine of the ten championship banners of the 1960s.[14]

Through this period, the NBA continued to strengthen with the shift of the Minneapolis Lakers to Los Angeles, the Philadelphia Warriors to San Francisco, the Syracuse Nationals to Philadelphia[image: External link] to become the Philadelphia 76ers, and the St. Louis Hawks moving to Atlanta[image: External link], as well as the addition of its first expansion franchises. The Chicago Packers (now Washington Wizards) became the ninth NBA team in 1961. From 1966 to 1968, the league expanded from 9 to 14 teams, introducing the Chicago Bulls[image: External link], Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link] (now Oklahoma City Thunder), San Diego Rockets (who relocated to Houston[image: External link] four years later), Milwaukee Bucks, and Phoenix Suns[image: External link].

In 1967, the league faced a new external threat with the formation of the American Basketball Association[image: External link] (ABA). The leagues engaged in a bidding war. The NBA landed the most important college star of the era, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link] (then known as Lew Alcindor). However, the NBA's leading scorer, Rick Barry, jumped to the ABA, as did four veteran referees—Norm Drucker[image: External link], Earl Strom[image: External link], John Vanak, and Joe Gushue.[15]

In 1969, Alan Siegel[image: External link], who oversaw the design of Jerry Dior's Major League Baseball logo[image: External link] a year prior, created the modern NBA logo inspired by the MLB's. It incorporates the silhouette of the legendary Jerry West[image: External link] based on a photo by Wen Roberts, although NBA officials denied a particular player as being its influence because, according to Siegel, "They want to institutionalize it rather than individualize it. It's become such a ubiquitous, classic symbol and focal point of their identity and their licensing program that they don't necessarily want to identify it with one player." The iconic logo debuted in 1971 and would remain a fixture of the NBA brand.[16][17]

The ABA succeeded in signing a number of major stars in the 1970s, including Julius Erving[image: External link] of the Virginia Squires[image: External link], in part because it allowed teams to sign college undergraduates. The NBA expanded rapidly during this period, one purpose being to tie up the most viable cities. From 1966 to 1974, the NBA grew from nine franchises to 18. In 1970, the Portland Trail Blazers, Cleveland Cavaliers, and Buffalo Braves (now the Los Angeles Clippers) all made their debuts expanding the league to 17.[18] The New Orleans Jazz (now in Utah[image: External link]) came aboard in 1974 bringing the total to 18. Following the 1976 season, the leagues reached a settlement[image: External link] that provided for the addition of four ABA franchises to the NBA, raising the number of franchises in the league at that time to 22. The franchises added were the San Antonio Spurs, Denver Nuggets, Indiana Pacers, and New York Nets[image: External link] (now the Brooklyn Nets). Some of the biggest stars of this era were Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link], Rick Barry, Dave Cowens, Julius Erving[image: External link], Elvin Hayes[image: External link], Walt Frazier[image: External link], Moses Malone[image: External link], Artis Gilmore[image: External link], George Gervin[image: External link], Dan Issel[image: External link], and Pete Maravich[image: External link]. The end of the decade, however, saw declining TV ratings, low attendance and drug-related player issues – both perceived and real – that threatened to derail the NBA.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Surging popularity




The league added the ABA's innovative three-point field goal beginning in 1979 to open up the game. That same year, rookies Larry Bird[image: External link] and Magic Johnson joined the Boston Celtics and Los Angeles Lakers respectively, initiating a period of significant growth in fan interest in the NBA throughout the country and the world. In 1984, they played against each other for the first time in the NBA Finals. Johnson went on to lead the Lakers to five titles, and Bird went on to lead the Celtics to three. Also in the early 1980s, the NBA added one more expansion franchise, the Dallas Mavericks, bringing the total to 23 teams. Later on, Larry Bird won the first three three-point shooting contests. Former league commissioner David Stern[image: External link] who took office on February 1, 1984 before retiring February 1, 2014, oversaw the expansion and growth of the NBA to a global commodity.

Michael Jordan entered the league in 1984 with the Chicago Bulls[image: External link], providing an even more popular star to support growing interest in the league. This resulted in more cities demanding teams of their own. In 1988 and 1989, four cities got their wishes as the Charlotte Hornets, Miami Heat[image: External link], Orlando Magic, and Minnesota Timberwolves made their NBA debuts, bringing the total to 27 teams. In the first year of the 1990s, the Detroit Pistons would win the second of their back-to-back titles, led by coach Chuck Daly[image: External link] and guard Isiah Thomas[image: External link]. Jordan and Scottie Pippen[image: External link] would lead the Bulls to two three-peats in eight years during the 1991–98 seasons. Hakeem Olajuwon[image: External link] won back-to-back titles with the Houston Rockets in 1994 and 1995.

The 1992 Olympic[image: External link] basketball Dream Team[image: External link], the first to use current NBA stars, featured Michael Jordan as the anchor, along with Bird, Johnson, David Robinson[image: External link], Patrick Ewing[image: External link], Scottie Pippen, Clyde Drexler[image: External link], Karl Malone[image: External link], John Stockton[image: External link], Chris Mullin, Charles Barkley[image: External link], and Christian Laettner[image: External link]. Eleven players on the Dream Team have been inducted individually into the Basketball Hall of Fame.

In 1995, the NBA expanded to Canada with the addition of the Vancouver Grizzlies and the Toronto Raptors. In 2001, the Vancouver Grizzlies relocated to Memphis[image: External link], which left the Raptors as the only Canadian team in the NBA.

In 1996, the NBA created a women's league, the Women's National Basketball Association (WNBA).

In 1998, the NBA owners began a lockout[image: External link] which lasted 191 days and was settled on January 18, 1999. As a result of this lockout the 1998–99 NBA season[image: External link] was reduced from 82 to 50 games (61% of a normal season), and the All-Star Game was cancelled. The San Antonio Spurs won their first championship, and first by a former ABA team, by beating the New York Knicks, who were the first, and are the only, eighth seed to ever make it to the NBA Finals.
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 Modern era




Since the breakup of the Chicago Bulls[image: External link] championship roster in the summer of 1998, the Western Conference[image: External link] has dominated, with the Los Angeles Lakers and San Antonio Spurs combining to win the title nine out of fourteen seasons. Tim Duncan[image: External link] and David Robinson[image: External link] won the 1999 championship[image: External link] with the Spurs[image: External link], and Shaquille O'Neal[image: External link] and Kobe Bryant started the 2000s with three consecutive championships for the Lakers. The Spurs reclaimed the title in 2003[image: External link] against the Nets. In 2004, the Lakers returned to the Finals[image: External link], only to fall in five games to the Detroit Pistons.

After the Spurs took home the Larry O'Brien Championship Trophy in 2005[image: External link], the 2006 Finals[image: External link] featured two franchises making their inaugural Finals appearances. The Miami Heat[image: External link], led by their star shooting guard, Dwyane Wade[image: External link], and Shaquille O'Neal, who had been traded from the Lakers during the 2004 summer, won the series over the Dallas Mavericks in six after losing the first two games. The Lakers/Spurs dominance continued in 2007 with a four-game sweep by the Spurs over the Cleveland Cavaliers, who were led by LeBron James. The 2008 Finals[image: External link] saw a rematch of the league's highest profile rivalry[image: External link], the Boston Celtics and Los Angeles Lakers, with the Celtics winning, for their 17th championship, thanks to their new big three of Paul Pierce[image: External link], Ray Allen, and Kevin Garnett[image: External link].

In 2009, Kobe Bryant and the Lakers returned to the Finals[image: External link], this time defeating the Dwight Howard[image: External link]-led Orlando Magic[image: External link].[19] Bryant won his first Bill Russell NBA Finals Most Valuable Player Award in his 13th season after leading the Lakers to their first NBA championship since the departure of Shaquille O'Neal.[20]

The 2010 NBA All-Star Game[image: External link] was held at Cowboys Stadium[image: External link] in front of the largest crowd ever, 108,713.[21] At the end of that season, the Celtics and the Lakers renewed their rivalry from 2008[image: External link] when they met again in the NBA Finals for a record 12th time. The Lakers won the title by winning Game 7, 83–79.[22] Before the start of the 2010–11 season the NBA had an exciting summer with one of the most anticipated free agent classes of all time. Two of which signed, and one resigned, with the Miami Heat, leading to a season that was heavily centered on their eventual success or failure at taking home the championship. The Heat, led by LeBron James, Dwyane Wade, and Chris Bosh[image: External link], did in fact make the Finals against the Dallas Mavericks, in a rematch for the franchises of the 2006 Finals. The Mavericks, led by Dirk Nowitzki (the eventual NBA Finals MVP), took the series in six games. This was the Mavericks' first title. Veterans Shawn Marion[image: External link], Jason Kidd[image: External link], Jason Terry[image: External link], and Peja Stojaković[image: External link] celebrated their first NBA championship.

On July 1, 2011, at 12:01 am, the NBA announced another lockout[image: External link].[23] After the first few weeks of the season were canceled, the players and owners ratified a new collective bargaining agreement on December 8, 2011, setting up a shortened 66-game season.[24] Following the shortened season, the Miami Heat made a return to the Finals with the trio of Dwyane Wade, LeBron James, and Chris Bosh against Oklahoma City Thunder's Kevin Durant, Russell Westbrook[image: External link], and James Harden[image: External link]. The Heat went on to defeat the Thunder in five games, capturing their second NBA title in six years. Their success would continue into the following season, which concluded with their victory over the San Antonio Spurs in the 2013 NBA Finals[image: External link]. The two teams would meet for a rematch in the following year's Finals, where the Spurs defeated the Heat in five games. Following that series, LeBron James announced that he would return to the Cleveland Cavaliers. James led the Cavaliers to their second Finals appearance, where they fell to the Golden State Warriors in six games. Most recently, in a rematch, the 2016 NBA Finals concluded with the Cavaliers defeating the Warriors in seven games to win their first NBA Championship.
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 International influence




Following pioneers like Vlade Divac[image: External link] ( Serbia[image: External link]) and Dražen Petrović[image: External link] ( Croatia[image: External link]) who joined the NBA in the late 1980s, an increasing number of international players have moved directly from playing elsewhere in the world to starring in the NBA. Since 2006, the NBA has faced Euroleague[image: External link] teams in exhibition matches in the NBA Europe Live Tour[image: External link] and since 2009 in the Euroleague American Tour[image: External link]. The 2013–14 season[image: External link] opened with a record 92 international players on the opening night rosters, representing 39 countries and comprising over 20% of the league[25]
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 Other developments




In 2001, an affiliated minor league[image: External link], the National Basketball Development League, now called the NBA Development League (or D-League) was created.[26] Before the league was started, there were strong rumors that the NBA would purchase the Continental Basketball Association[image: External link], and call it its developmental league.

Two years after the Hornets' relocation to New Orleans[image: External link], the NBA returned to North Carolina, as the Charlotte Bobcats were formed as an expansion team[image: External link] in 2004.

The Hornets temporarily relocated to Oklahoma City[image: External link] in 2005 for two seasons because of damage caused by Hurricane Katrina[image: External link]. The team returned to New Orleans in 2007.

A new official game ball was introduced on June 28, 2006, for the 2006–07 season, marking the first change to the ball in over 35 years and only the second ball in 60 seasons.[27] Manufactured by Spalding[image: External link], the new ball featured a new design and new synthetic material that Spalding claimed offered a better grip, feel, and consistency than the original ball. However, many players were vocal in their disdain for the new ball, saying that it was too sticky when dry, and too slippery when wet.

Commissioner Stern announced on December 11, 2006, that beginning January 1, 2007, the NBA would return to the traditional leather basketball in use prior to the 2006–07 season. The change was influenced by frequent player complaints and confirmed hand injuries (cuts) caused by the microfiber ball.[28] The Players' Association[image: External link] had filed a suit in behalf of the players against the NBA over the new ball.[29] As of 2006, the NBA team jerseys are manufactured by Adidas[image: External link], which purchased the previous supplier, Reebok[image: External link].

The Federal Bureau of Investigation[image: External link] (FBI) began an investigation on July 19, 2007, over allegations that veteran NBA referee Tim Donaghy[image: External link] bet on basketball games he officiated over the past two seasons and that he made calls affecting the point spread[image: External link] in those games.[30] On August 15, 2007, Donaghy pleaded guilty to two federal charges related to the investigation. However, he could face additional charges if it is determined that he deliberately miscalled individual games. Donaghy claimed in 2008 that certain refs were friendly with players and "company men" for the NBA. Donaghy alleged that refs influenced the outcome of certain playoff and finals games in 2002 and 2005. NBA commissioner David Stern[image: External link] denied the allegations and said Donaghy was a convicted felon and a "singing, cooperating witness".[31] Donaghy served 15 months in prison and was released in November 2009.[32] According to an independent study by Ronald Beech of Game 6 of the 2002 Western Conference Finals[image: External link] between the Los Angeles Lakers and Sacramento Kings, although the refs increased the Lakers' chances of winning through foul calls during the game, there was no collusion[image: External link] to fix the game. On alleged "star treatment" during Game 6 by the refs toward certain players, Beech claimed, "there does seem to be issues with different standards and allowances for different players." [33]

The NBA Board of Governors approved the request of the Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link] to relocate to Oklahoma City on April 18, 2008.[34] The team, however, could not move until it had settled a lawsuit filed by the city of Seattle[image: External link], which was intended to keep the SuperSonics in Seattle for the remaining two seasons of the team's lease at KeyArena[image: External link]. Following a court case, the city of Seattle settled with the ownership group[image: External link] of the SuperSonics on July 2, 2008, allowing the team to move to Oklahoma City immediately in exchange for terminating the final two seasons of the team's lease at KeyArena.[35] The Oklahoma City Thunder began playing in the 2008–09 season.

The first outdoor game in the modern era of the league was played at the Indian Wells Tennis Garden[image: External link] on October 11, 2008, between the Phoenix Suns[image: External link] and the Denver Nuggets.[36]

A referee lockout began on September 1, 2009, when the contract between the NBA and its referees expired. The first preseason games were played on October 1, 2009, and replacement referees from the WNBA and NBA Development League were used, the first time replacement referees had been used since the beginning of the 1995–96 season.[37] The NBA and the regular referees reached a deal on October 23, 2009.[38]

The first official NBA league games on European ground took place in 2011. In two matchups, the New Jersey Nets faced the Toronto Raptors at the O2 Arena[image: External link] in London in front of over 20,000 fans.

The NBA laid off around 114 league employees—about 11 percent of all the league office workforce—in July 2011 to save money.[39]

The 2011–12 NBA season[image: External link], scheduled to begin November 1, 2011, with a matchup between the defending champion Dallas Mavericks and the Chicago Bulls, was postponed due to a labor dispute[image: External link]. The lockout officially ended on December 8, 2011, when players and owners ratified a new collective bargaining agreement, and the season began on Christmas Day.

The New Jersey Nets officially changed their name to the Brooklyn Nets on April 30, 2012.[40] They began playing in the New York City borough[image: External link] of Brooklyn[image: External link] in the 2012–13 season.

The NBA announced in October 2012 that it would begin fining players for flopping[image: External link].[41][42]

After the 2012–13 season, the New Orleans Hornets renamed themselves the Pelicans.[43] During the 2013–14 season, Stern retired as commissioner after 30 years, and deputy commissioner Adam Silver[image: External link] ascended to the position of commissioner. During that season's playoffs, the Bobcats officially reclaimed the Hornets name, and by agreement with the league and the Pelicans, also received sole ownership of all history, records, and statistics from the Pelicans' time in Charlotte. As a result, the Hornets are now officially considered to have been founded in 1988, suspended operations in 2002, and resumed in 2004 as the Bobcats, while the Pelicans are officially treated as a 2002 expansion team.[44] (This is somewhat similar to the relationship between the Cleveland Browns[image: External link] and Baltimore Ravens[image: External link] in the NFL.)

Donald Sterling, who was then-owner of the Los Angeles Clippers, received a lifetime ban from the NBA on April 29, 2014, after racist remarks he made became public. Sterling was also fined US$2.5 million, the maximum allowed under the NBA Constitution.[45]

Becky Hammon[image: External link] was hired by the San Antonio Spurs on August 5, 2014, as an assistant coach, becoming the second female coach in NBA history but the first full-time coach.[46][47] This also makes her the first full-time female coach in any of the four major professional sports[image: External link] in North America.[47]

The NBA announced on April 15, 2016, that it would allow all 30 of its member clubs to sell corporate sponsor advertisement patches on official game uniforms, beginning with the 2017–18 season. The sponsorship advertisement patches would appear on the left front of jerseys, opposite Nike[image: External link]'s logo, and would measure approximately 2.5 by 2.5 inches. The NBA will become the first major North American professional sports league[image: External link] to allow corporate sponsorship logos on official team uniforms.[48] The first team to announce a jersey sponsorship was the Philadelphia 76ers, who agreed to a deal with StubHub[image: External link].[49]
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 Teams




The NBA originated in 1946 with 11 teams, and through a sequence of team expansions, reductions, and relocations currently consists of 30 teams. The United States is home to 29 teams and one is located in Canada.

The current league organization divides thirty teams into two conferences of three divisions with five teams each. The current divisional alignment was introduced in the 2004–05 season[image: External link]. Reflecting the population distribution of the United States and Canada as a whole, most teams are in the eastern half of the country: thirteen teams are in the Eastern Time Zone[image: External link], nine in the Central[image: External link], three in the Mountain[image: External link], and five in the Pacific[image: External link].



	Division
	Team
	City
	Arena
	Capacity
	Coordinates
	Founded
	Joined
	Head Coach



	Eastern Conference[image: External link]



	Atlantic
	Boston Celtics
	Boston[image: External link], MA[image: External link]
	TD Garden[image: External link]
	18,624
	42.366303°N 71.062228°W[image: External link]
	1946
	Brad Stevens[image: External link]



	Brooklyn Nets
	New York[image: External link], NY[image: External link]
	Barclays Center[image: External link]
	17,732
	40.68265°N 73.974689°W[image: External link]
	1967*
	1976
	Kenny Atkinson[image: External link]



	New York Knicks
	New York[image: External link], NY[image: External link]
	Madison Square Garden[image: External link]
	19,812
	40.750556°N 73.993611°W[image: External link]
	1946
	Jeff Hornacek[image: External link]



	Philadelphia 76ers
	Philadelphia[image: External link], PA[image: External link]
	Wells Fargo Center[image: External link]
	21,600
	39.901111°N 75.171944°W[image: External link]
	1946*
	1949
	Brett Brown[image: External link]



	Toronto Raptors
	Toronto[image: External link], ON[image: External link]
	Air Canada Centre[image: External link]
	19,800
	43.643333°N 79.379167°W[image: External link]
	1995
	Dwane Casey[image: External link]



	Central
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	Chicago[image: External link], IL[image: External link]
	United Center[image: External link]
	20,917
	41.880556°N 87.674167°W[image: External link]
	1966
	Fred Hoiberg[image: External link]



	Cleveland Cavaliers
	Cleveland[image: External link], OH[image: External link]
	Quicken Loans Arena[image: External link]
	20,562
	41.496389°N 81.688056°W[image: External link]
	1970
	Tyronn Lue[image: External link]



	Detroit Pistons
	Auburn Hills[image: External link], MI[image: External link]
	The Palace of Auburn Hills[image: External link]
	19,971
	42.696944°N 83.245556°W[image: External link]
	1941*
	1948
	Stan Van Gundy[image: External link]



	Indiana Pacers
	Indianapolis[image: External link], IN[image: External link]
	Bankers Life Fieldhouse[image: External link]
	18,165
	39.763889°N 86.155556°W[image: External link]
	1967
	1976
	Nate McMillan[image: External link]



	Milwaukee Bucks
	Milwaukee[image: External link], WI[image: External link]
	BMO Harris Bradley Center[image: External link]
	18,717
	43.043611°N 87.916944°W[image: External link]
	1968
	Jason Kidd[image: External link]



	Southeast
	Atlanta Hawks
	Atlanta[image: External link], GA[image: External link]
	Philips Arena[image: External link]
	18,047
	33.757222°N 84.396389°W[image: External link]
	1946*
	1949
	Mike Budenholzer[image: External link]



	Charlotte Hornets
	Charlotte[image: External link], NC[image: External link]
	Spectrum Center[image: External link]
	19,077
	35.225°N 80.839167°W[image: External link]
	1988*
	Steve Clifford[image: External link]



	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	Miami[image: External link], FL[image: External link]
	American Airlines Arena[image: External link]
	19,600
	25.781389°N 80.188056°W[image: External link]
	1988
	Erik Spoelstra[image: External link]



	Orlando Magic
	Orlando[image: External link], FL[image: External link]
	Amway Center[image: External link]
	18,846
	28.539167°N 81.383611°W[image: External link]
	1989
	Frank Vogel[image: External link]



	Washington Wizards
	Washington, D.C.[image: External link]
	Verizon Center[image: External link]
	20,356
	38.898056°N 77.020833°W[image: External link]
	1961*
	Scott Brooks[image: External link]



	Western Conference[image: External link]



	Northwest
	Denver Nuggets
	Denver[image: External link], CO[image: External link]
	Pepsi Center[image: External link]
	19,155
	39.748611°N 105.0075°W[image: External link]
	1967
	1976
	Michael Malone[image: External link]



	Minnesota Timberwolves
	Minneapolis[image: External link], MN[image: External link]
	Target Center[image: External link]
	19,356
	44.979444°N 93.276111°W[image: External link]
	1989
	Tom Thibodeau[image: External link]



	Oklahoma City Thunder
	Oklahoma City[image: External link], OK[image: External link]
	Chesapeake Energy Arena[image: External link]
	18,203
	35.463333°N 97.515°W[image: External link]
	1967*
	Billy Donovan[image: External link]



	Portland Trail Blazers
	Portland[image: External link], OR[image: External link]
	Moda Center[image: External link]
	19,441
	45.531667°N 122.666667°W[image: External link]
	1970
	Terry Stotts[image: External link]



	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	Salt Lake City, UT[image: External link]
	Vivint Smart Home Arena
	19,911
	40.768333°N 111.901111°W[image: External link]
	1974*
	Quin Snyder[image: External link]



	Pacific
	Golden State Warriors
	Oakland, CA[image: External link]
	Oracle Arena
	19,596
	37.750278°N 122.203056°W[image: External link]
	1946*
	Steve Kerr



	Los Angeles Clippers
	Los Angeles[image: External link], CA[image: External link]
	Staples Center
	19,060
	34.043056°N 118.267222°W[image: External link]
	1970*
	Doc Rivers



	Los Angeles Lakers
	Los Angeles[image: External link], CA[image: External link]
	Staples Center
	18,997
	34.043056°N 118.267222°W[image: External link]
	1947*
	1948
	Luke Walton[image: External link]



	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Phoenix[image: External link], AZ[image: External link]
	Talking Stick Resort Arena[image: External link]
	18,055
	33.445833°N 112.071389°W[image: External link]
	1968
	Earl Watson[image: External link]



	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	Sacramento[image: External link], CA[image: External link]
	Golden 1 Center[image: External link]
	17,500
	38.649167°N 121.518056°W[image: External link]
	1923*
	1948
	Dave Joerger[image: External link]



	Southwest
	Dallas Mavericks
	Dallas[image: External link], TX[image: External link]
	American Airlines Center[image: External link]
	19,200
	32.790556°N 96.810278°W[image: External link]
	1980
	Rick Carlisle[image: External link]



	Houston Rockets
	Houston[image: External link], TX[image: External link]
	Toyota Center[image: External link]
	18,055
	29.750833°N 95.362222°W[image: External link]
	1967*
	Mike D'Antoni[image: External link]



	Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	Memphis[image: External link], TN[image: External link]
	FedExForum[image: External link]
	18,119
	35.138333°N 90.050556°W[image: External link]
	1995*
	David Fizdale[image: External link]



	New Orleans Pelicans
	New Orleans[image: External link], LA[image: External link]
	Smoothie King Center[image: External link]
	16,867
	29.948889°N 90.081944°W[image: External link]
	2002*
	Alvin Gentry[image: External link]



	San Antonio Spurs
	San Antonio[image: External link], TX[image: External link]
	AT&T Center[image: External link]
	18,418
	29.426944°N 98.4375°W[image: External link]
	1967*
	1976
	Gregg Popovich[image: External link]





	Notes





	An asterisk (*) denotes a franchise move. See the respective team articles for more information.

	The Fort Wayne Pistons, Minneapolis Lakers and Rochester Royals[image: External link] all joined the NBA (BAA) in 1948 from the NBL.

	The Syracuse Nationals and Tri-Cities Blackhawks joined the NBA in 1949 as part of the BAA-NBL absorption.

	The Indiana Pacers, New York Nets[image: External link], San Antonio Spurs, and Denver Nuggets all joined the NBA in 1976 as part of the NBA- ABA[image: External link] merger[image: External link].

	The Charlotte Hornets are regarded as a continuation of the original Charlotte franchise. Because of this, the New Orleans Pelicans are no longer the same franchise as the original Charlotte Hornets. The Hornets were known as the Bobcats from 2004–2014. The New Orleans Pelicans were established in 2002. The Charlotte Hornets rejoined the league in 2004.
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 Regular season




Following the summer break, teams begin training camps in late September. Training camps allow the coaching staff to evaluate players (especially rookies), scout the team's strengths and weaknesses, prepare the players for the rigorous regular season, and determine the 12-man active roster (and a 3-man inactive list) with which they will begin the regular season. Teams have the ability to assign players with less than two years of experience to the NBA development league. After training camp, a series of preseason exhibition games are held. Preseason matches are sometimes held in non-NBA cities, both in the United States and overseas. The NBA regular season begins in the last week of October.

During the regular season, each team plays 82 games, 41 each home and away. A team faces opponents in its own division four times a year (16 games). Each team plays six of the teams from the other two divisions in its conference four times (24 games), and the remaining four teams three times (12 games). Finally, each team plays all the teams in the other conference twice apiece (30 games). This asymmetrical structure means the strength of schedule[image: External link] will vary between teams (but not as significantly as the NFL or MLB[image: External link]). Over five seasons, each team will have played 80 games against their division (20 games against each opponent, 10 at home, 10 on the road), 180 games against the rest of their conference (18 games against each opponent, 9 at home, 9 on the road), and 150 games against the other conference (10 games against each team, 5 at home, 5 on the road).

The NBA is one of only two of the four major professional sports leagues in the United States and Canada[image: External link] in which teams play every other team during the regular season (the other being the National Hockey League). Each team hosts and visits every other team at least once every season. From 2005 to 2008, the NBA had the distinction of being the only one of the four major leagues in which all teams play every other team.

The NBA is also the only league that regularly schedules games on Christmas[image: External link] Day.[50] The league has been playing games regularly on the holiday since 1947,[51] though the first Christmas Day games were not televised until 1983–84[image: External link].[52] Games played on this day have featured some of the best teams and players.[50][51][52] Christmas is also notable for NBA on television, as the holiday is when the first NBA games air on network television each season.[51][52] Games played on this day have been some of the highest-rated games during a particular season.

In February, the regular season pauses to celebrate the annual NBA All-Star Game[image: External link]. Fans vote throughout the United States, Canada, and on the Internet[image: External link], and the top vote-getters at each position in each conference are given a starting spot on their conference's All-Star team. Coaches vote to choose the remaining 14 All-Stars. Then, Eastern conference players face the Western conference players in the All-Star game. The player with the best performance during the game is rewarded with a Game MVP award[image: External link]. Other attractions of the All-Star break include the Rising Stars Challenge[image: External link] (originally Rookie Challenge), where the top rookies and second-year players in the NBA play in a 5-on-5 basketball game, with the current format pitting U.S. players against those from the rest of the world; the Skills Challenge[image: External link], where players compete to finish an obstacle course consisting of shooting, passing, and dribbling in the fastest time; the Three Point Contest[image: External link], where players compete to score the most amount of three-point field goals in a given time; and the NBA Slam Dunk Contest[image: External link], where players compete to dunk the ball in the most entertaining way according to the judges. These other attractions have varying names which include the names of the various sponsors who have paid for naming rights.

Shortly after the All-Star break is the trade deadline[image: External link], which is set to fall on the 16th Thursday of the season (usually in February) at 3pm Eastern Time[image: External link].[53][54] After this date, teams are not allowed to exchange players with each other for the remainder of the season, although they may still sign and release players. Major trades are often completed right before the trading deadline, making that day a hectic time for general managers.

Around the middle of April, the regular season ends. It is during this time that voting begins for individual awards, as well as the selection of the honorary, league-wide, post-season teams. The Sixth Man of the Year Award[image: External link] is given to the best player coming off the bench (must have more games coming off the bench than actual games started). The Rookie of the Year Award is awarded to the most outstanding first-year player. The Most Improved Player Award is awarded to the player who is deemed to have shown the most improvement from the previous season. The Defensive Player of the Year Award[image: External link] is awarded to the league's best defender. The Coach of the Year Award is awarded to the coach that has made the most positive difference to a team. The Most Valuable Player Award is given to the player deemed the most valuable for (his team) that season. Additionally, Sporting News[image: External link] awards an unofficial (but widely recognized) Executive of the Year Award to the general manager who is adjudged to have performed the best job for the benefit of his franchise.

The post-season teams are the All-NBA Team, the All-Defensive Team, and the All-Rookie Team; each consists of five players. There are three All-NBA teams, consisting of the top players at each position, with first-team status being the most desirable. There are two All-Defensive teams, consisting of the top defenders at each position. There are also two All-Rookie teams, consisting of the top first-year players regardless of position.
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 Playoffs




See: NBA Playoffs[image: External link]


NBA Playoffs begin in late April, with eight teams in each conference competing for the Championship. The three division winners, along with the team with the next best record from the conference are given the top four seeds. The next four teams in terms of record are given the lower four seeds.

Having a higher seed offers several advantages. Since the first seed begins the playoffs playing against the eighth seed, the second seed plays the seventh seed, the third seed plays the sixth seed, and the fourth seed plays the fifth seed, having a higher seed means a team faces a weaker team in the first round. The team in each series with the better record has home court advantage, including the First Round. This means that, for example, if the team who receives the 6 seed has a better record than the team with the 3 seed (by virtue of a divisional championship), the 6 seed would have home court advantage, even though the other team has a higher seed. Therefore, the team with the best regular season record in the league is guaranteed home court advantage in every series it plays. For example, in 2006, the Denver Nuggets won 44 games and captured the Northwest Division and the #3 seed. Their opponent was the #6 seed Los Angeles Clippers, who won 47 games and finished second in the Pacific Division. Although Denver won its much weaker division, the Clippers had home-court advantage and won the series in 5.

The playoffs follow a tournament format. Each team plays an opponent in a best-of-seven series, with the first team to win four games advancing into the next round, while the other team is eliminated from the playoffs. In the next round, the successful team plays against another advancing team of the same conference. All but one team in each conference are eliminated from the playoffs. Since the NBA does not re-seed teams, the playoff bracket in each conference uses a traditional design, with the winner of the series matching the 1st and 8th seeded teams playing the winner of the series matching the 4th and 5th seeded teams, and the winner of the series matching the 2nd and 7th seeded teams playing the winner of the series matching the 3rd and 6th seeded teams. In every round, the best-of-7 series follows a 2–2–1–1–1 home-court pattern, meaning that one team will have home court in games 1, 2, 5, and 7, while the other plays at home in games 3, 4, and 6. From 1985 to 2013, the NBA Finals[image: External link] followed a 2–3–2 pattern, meaning that one team had home court in games 1, 2, 6, and 7, while the other played at home in games 3, 4, and 5.[55]

The final playoff round, a best-of-seven series between the victors of both conferences, is known as the NBA Finals[image: External link], and is held annually in June. The victor in the NBA Finals wins the Larry O'Brien Championship Trophy. Each player and major contributor—including coaches and the general manager—on the winning team receive a championship ring. In addition, the league awards the Bill Russell NBA Finals Most Valuable Player Award to the best performing player of the series.

On August 2, 2006, the NBA announced the new playoff format. The new format takes the three division winners and the second-place team with the best record and rank them 1–4 by record. The other 4 slots are filled by best record other than those other 4 teams.[56] Previously, the top three seeds went to the division winners.
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 League championships




See: List of NBA champions


The Boston Celtics have won the most championships with 17 NBA Finals[image: External link] wins. The second most successful franchise is the Los Angeles Lakers, who have 16 overall championships (11 in Los Angeles, 5 in Minneapolis). Following the Lakers, are the Chicago Bulls[image: External link] with six championships, all won over an 8-year span during the 1990s, and the San Antonio Spurs with five championships, all since 1999.



	Teams
	Win
	Loss
	Total
	Year(s) won
	Year(s) lost



	Boston Celtics
	17
	4
	21
	1957[image: External link], 1959[image: External link], 1960[image: External link], 1961[image: External link], 1962[image: External link], 1963[image: External link], 1964, 1965[image: External link], 1966[image: External link], 1968[image: External link], 1969[image: External link], 1974[image: External link], 1976[image: External link], 1981[image: External link], 1984[image: External link], 1986[image: External link], 2008[image: External link]
	1958[image: External link], 1985[image: External link], 1987[image: External link], 2010[image: External link]



	Minneapolis/Los Angeles Lakers
	16
	15
	31
	1949[image: External link], 1950[image: External link], 1952[image: External link], 1953[image: External link], 1954[image: External link], 1972[image: External link], 1980[image: External link], 1982[image: External link], 1985[image: External link], 1987[image: External link], 1988[image: External link], 2000[image: External link], 2001[image: External link], 2002[image: External link], 2009[image: External link], 2010[image: External link]
	1959[image: External link], 1962[image: External link], 1963[image: External link], 1965[image: External link], 1966[image: External link], 1968[image: External link], 1969[image: External link], 1970[image: External link], 1973[image: External link], 1983[image: External link], 1984[image: External link], 1989[image: External link], 1991[image: External link], 2004[image: External link], 2008[image: External link]



	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	6
	0
	6
	1991[image: External link], 1992[image: External link], 1993[image: External link], 1996[image: External link], 1997[image: External link], 1998[image: External link]
	—



	San Antonio Spurs
	5
	1
	6
	1999[image: External link], 2003[image: External link], 2005[image: External link], 2007[image: External link], 2014[image: External link]
	2013[image: External link]



	Philadelphia/San Francisco/Golden State Warriors
	4
	4
	8
	1947, 1956, 1975, 2015
	1948, 1964, 1967, 2016



	Syracuse Nationals/Philadelphia 76ers
	3
	6
	9
	1955[image: External link], 1967, 1983[image: External link]
	1950[image: External link], 1954[image: External link], 1977[image: External link], 1980[image: External link], 1982[image: External link], 2001[image: External link]



	Fort Wayne/Detroit Pistons
	3
	4
	7
	1989[image: External link], 1990[image: External link], 2004[image: External link]
	1955[image: External link], 1956, 1988[image: External link], 2005[image: External link]



	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	3
	2
	5
	2006[image: External link], 2012[image: External link], 2013[image: External link]
	2011[image: External link], 2014[image: External link]



	New York Knicks
	2
	6
	8
	1970[image: External link], 1973[image: External link]
	1951[image: External link], 1952[image: External link], 1953[image: External link], 1972[image: External link], 1994[image: External link], 1999[image: External link]



	Houston Rockets
	2
	2
	4
	1994[image: External link], 1995[image: External link]
	1981[image: External link], 1986[image: External link]



	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]/Oklahoma City Thunder
	1
	3
	4
	1979[image: External link]
	1978[image: External link], 1996[image: External link], 2012[image: External link]



	Baltimore/Washington Bullets (now Washington Wizards)
	1
	3
	4
	1978[image: External link]
	1971[image: External link], 1975, 1979[image: External link]



	St. Louis/Atlanta Hawks
	1
	3
	4
	1958[image: External link]
	1957[image: External link], 1960[image: External link], 1961[image: External link]



	Cleveland Cavaliers
	1
	2
	3
	2016
	2007[image: External link], 2015



	Portland Trail Blazers
	1
	2
	3
	1977[image: External link]
	1990[image: External link], 1992[image: External link]



	Dallas Mavericks
	1
	1
	2
	2011[image: External link]
	2006[image: External link]



	Milwaukee Bucks
	1
	1
	2
	1971[image: External link]
	1974[image: External link]



	Rochester Royals[image: External link] (now Sacramento Kings)
	1
	0
	1
	1951[image: External link]
	—



	Baltimore Bullets (original)[image: External link] (folded in 1954)
	1
	0
	1
	1948
	—



	New Jersey Nets (now Brooklyn Nets)
	0
	2
	2
	—
	2002[image: External link], 2003[image: External link]



	Utah Jazz[image: External link] (formerly New Orleans Jazz)
	0
	2
	2
	—
	1997[image: External link], 1998[image: External link]



	Orlando Magic
	0
	2
	2
	—
	1995[image: External link], 2009[image: External link]



	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	0
	2
	2
	—
	1976[image: External link], 1993[image: External link]



	Indiana Pacers
	0
	1
	1
	—
	2000[image: External link]



	Washington Capitols[image: External link] (folded in 1951)
	0
	1
	1
	—
	1949[image: External link]



	Chicago Stags (folded in 1950)
	0
	1
	1
	—
	1947




Current teams that have no NBA Finals[image: External link] appearances:


	
Charlotte Hornets (formerly Charlotte Bobcats)


	Denver Nuggets

	
Los Angeles Clippers (formerly Buffalo Braves[image: External link], San Diego Clippers)


	
Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link] (formerly Vancouver Grizzlies)


	Minnesota Timberwolves

	
New Orleans Pelicans (formerly New Orleans Hornets, New Orleans/Oklahoma City Hornets)


	Toronto Raptors
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 Media coverage




See: National Basketball Association on television


As one of the major sports leagues in North America, the National Basketball Association has a long history of partnership with television networks in the United States. The League signed a contract with DuMont in its 8th season (1953–54), marking the first year the NBA had a national television broadcaster. Similar to NFL, the lack of television stations leads to NBC taking over the rights beginning the very next season until April 7, 1962 - NBC's first tenure with the NBA. Currently in the U.S., the NBA has a contract with ESPN and TNT through the 2024–25 season. Games that are not broadcast nationally are usually aired over regional sports network specific to the area where the teams are located.
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 International competitions




The National Basketball Association has sporadically participated in international club competitions. From 1987 to 1999 the NBA champions played against the continental champions of the Fédération Internationale de Basketball (FIBA)[image: External link] in the McDonald's Championship[image: External link]. This tournament was won by the NBA invitee every year it was held.[57]
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 Ticket prices and viewership demographics




In 2012, a ticket cost from $10 to $3,000 apiece, depending on the location of the seat and the success of the teams that were playing.[58]
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 Viewership demographics




According to Nielsen's survey, the NBA has the youngest audience, with 45 percent of its viewers under 35, but the least likely, along with Major League Baseball, to be watched by women, who make up only 30% of the viewership. It also has the highest share of black[image: External link] viewers with 45 percent of its viewers being black and only about 40 percent of viewers being white[image: External link], making it the only top North American sport that doesn't have a white majority audience.[59]
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 Notable people





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Presidents and commissioners





	
Maurice Podoloff[image: External link], President from 1946 to 1963

	
Walter Kennedy[image: External link], President from 1963 to 1967 and Commissioner from 1967 to 1975

	
Larry O'Brien[image: External link], Commissioner from 1975 to 1984

	
David Stern[image: External link], Commissioner from 1984 to 2014

	
Adam Silver[image: External link], Commissioner from 2014 to present
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 Players





	50 Greatest Players in NBA History

	
Lists of National Basketball Association players

	
List of foreign NBA players, a list that is exclusively for players who are not from the United States
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 Foreign players
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 International influence




Following pioneers like Vlade Divac[image: External link] ( Serbia[image: External link]) and Dražen Petrović[image: External link] ( Croatia[image: External link]) who joined the NBA in the late 1980s, an increasing number of international players have moved directly from playing elsewhere in the world to starring in the NBA. Below is a short list of foreign players who have won NBA awards or have been otherwise recognized for their contributions to basketball, either currently or formerly active in the league:


	
Šarūnas Marčiulionis, Lithuania[image: External link] – 2014 inductee into the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame. First Soviet Union and one of the very first Europeans to sign contract with NBA club and to play solidly in the league, helping to lead the way for the internationalization of the league in the late 1990s.

	
Toni Kukoč[image: External link], Croatia[image: External link] – 3-time NBA Champion with Chicago Bulls (1996, 1997, 1998), named in 2008 as one of the 50 Greatest Euroleague Contributors[image: External link]


	
Vlade Divac[image: External link], Serbia[image: External link] – 2-time Olympic silver medalist, 2001 NBA All-Star, 2-time World Champion, 3-time European Champion, 50 Greatest Euroleague Contributors

	
Arvydas Sabonis[image: External link], Lithuania[image: External link] – 2011 inductee into the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame, 1984, 1985, 1988, 1995, 1999 European Player of the Year, 1985, 1997 Mr. Europa Player of the Year, Olympic gold medalist in 1988[image: External link] with the Soviet Union and bronze medalist in 1992[image: External link] and 1996[image: External link] with Lithuania, 1996 NBA All-Rookie First Team, 50 Greatest Euroleague Contributors

	
Dirk Nowitzki, Germany – NBA Champion with Dallas Mavericks (2011), MVP of the 2002 World Championships[image: External link] and Eurobasket 2005[image: External link], member of the all-tournament team in the 2002 FIBA World Championship[image: External link], 2002–2006 and 2011 Euroscar[image: External link] winner, 2005 Mr. Europa[image: External link], 2005 and 2011 FIBA Europe Player of the Year[image: External link], 2007[image: External link] NBA MVP[image: External link], 2011 Bill Russell NBA Finals Most Valuable Player Award, 2006 NBA Three-Point Shootout champion[image: External link] and 11-time NBA All-Star (entered the NBA in 1998)

	
Hedo Türkoğlu[image: External link], Turkey – 2008 Most Improved Player Award winner, member of the all-tournament team in the 2010 FIBA World Championship[image: External link] (entered the NBA in 2000)

	
Pau Gasol[image: External link], Spain – 2-time NBA Champion with Los Angeles Lakers (2009 & 2010), Three time NBA All-Star[image: External link], 2002 NBA Rookie of the Year, 2004 and 2009 Mr. Europa, 2006 World Championships[image: External link] MVP, 2008 and 2009 Euroscar[image: External link] and FIBA Europe Player of the Year[image: External link], EuroBasket 2009[image: External link] MVP, winner of the NBA Citizenship Award[image: External link] in 2012 (entered the NBA in 2001)

	
Andrei Kirilenko[image: External link], Russia – EuroBasket 2007[image: External link] MVP, 2007 FIBA Europe Player of the Year (drafted in 1999, played in the NBA from 2001 to 2011 before returning to Russia due to the lockout, returned in 2012 as a member of the Minnesota Timberwolves.)

	
Tony Parker[image: External link], France – 4-time NBA Champion with the Spurs, 2007 NBA Finals[image: External link] MVP and 2007 Euroscar winner (entered the NBA in 2001)

	
Manu Ginóbili[image: External link], Argentina[image: External link] – 4-time NBA Champion with San Antonio Spurs, 2008 Sixth Man Award[image: External link] winner, 50 Greatest Euroleague Contributors, gold medal in the 2004 Summer Olympics[image: External link] with Argentina (drafted in 1999, entered the NBA in 2002)

	
Yao Ming[image: External link], China – First pick in the 2002 NBA draft[image: External link] and 7-time NBA All-Star (played in the NBA from 2002 to 2011)

	
Leandro Barbosa[image: External link], Brazil – NBA Champion with Golden State Warriors (2015),[60] 2007 Sixth Man Award[image: External link] winner (entered the NBA in 2003)

	
Andrea Bargnani[image: External link], Italy – First pick in the 2006 NBA draft[image: External link] by the Toronto Raptors (entered the NBA in 2006)



On some occasions, young players, most but not all from the English-speaking world, have attended U.S. colleges before playing in the NBA. Notable examples are:


	Nigerian Hakeem Olajuwon[image: External link] (top draft pick in 1984[image: External link], 2-time champion, 12-time All-Star, 1994 MVP, 1994 and 1995 Finals MVP, 1994 and 1995 Defensive Player of the Year, only player to receive the MVP Award, Defensive Player of the Year Award, and Finals MVP award in the same season, and Hall of Famer)

	Congolese Dikembe Mutombo[image: External link] (Four time NBA Defensive Player of the Year[image: External link], selected fourth overall by the Denver Nuggets in the 1991 NBA Draft and 8-time NBA All-Star)

	Dutchman Rik Smits[image: External link] (1988 second overall pick, 1998 NBA All-Star, played 12 years for the Indiana Pacers)

	German Detlef Schrempf[image: External link] (Sixth Man Award winner in 1991 and 1992, 3-time All-Star)

	Canadian Steve Nash (2005 and 2006 MVP)

	Australians Luc Longley[image: External link] (3-time champion with the Bulls in the 1990s) and Andrew Bogut, (top draft pick in 2005[image: External link]).

	Sudanese-born Englishman Luol Deng[image: External link] (2007 winner of the NBA Sportsmanship Award)



Since 2006, the NBA has faced Euroleague[image: External link] teams in exhibition matches in the NBA Europe Live Tour[image: External link] and since 2009 in the Euroleague American Tour[image: External link].

The 2013–14 season[image: External link] opened with a record 92 international players on the opening night rosters, representing 39 countries and comprising over 20% of the league[25] The NBA defines "international" players as those born outside the 50 United States and Washington, D.C. This means that:


	Players born in U.S. possessions such as Puerto Rico[image: External link] and the U.S., Virgin Islands[image: External link], most notably USVI native Tim Duncan[image: External link], are counted as "international" even though they are U.S. citizens by birth, and may even have represented the U.S. in international competition (like Duncan).

	U.S.-born players are not counted as "international" even if they were born with citizenship in another country and represent that country internationally, such as Joakim Noah[image: External link].
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 Coaches





	List of current National Basketball Association head coaches

	List of National Basketball Association head coaches[image: External link]

	List of National Basketball Association player-coaches

	List of NBA championship head coaches

	List of foreign NBA coaches

	Top 10 Coaches in NBA History[image: External link]
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Basketball Association of America





The Basketball Association of America (BAA) was a professional basketball league in North America, founded in 1946. Following its third season, 1948–49, the BAA and the National Basketball League (NBL) merged to create the National Basketball Association (NBA).[1]

The Philadelphia Warriors won the inaugural BAA championship in 1947, followed by the Baltimore Bullets[image: External link] and the Minneapolis Lakers in 1948 and 1949, respectively. Six teams from the BAA remain in operation in the NBA as of the 2012–13 season[image: External link], three who co-founded the league in 1946 and three who joined it from the NBL in 1948 (below). The inaugural BAA season began with 11 teams, of which four dropped before the second season. One ABL team joined to provide 8 teams for 1947–48 and four NBL teams joined to provide 12 for 1948–49. The records and statistics of the BAA and NBL prior to the merger in 1949 are considered in official NBA history only if a player, coach or team participated in the newly formed NBA after 1949 for one or more seasons.[2][3]

The NBA generally claims the BAA's history as its own. For example, at NBA History online its table of one-line "NBA Season Recaps" begins 1946–47 without comment.[4] It celebrated "NBA at 50" in 1996, with announcement of its 50 Greatest Players among other things.[5]
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 History




When the BAA was founded there were two established professional leagues in the United States: the American Basketball League[image: External link] in the East, founded 1925, and the National Basketball League in Midwestern industrial cities, founded 1937. However, most of the ABL and NBL teams played in small arenas, and in some cases even ballrooms or high school gymnasiums. Walter Brown[image: External link], owner of the Boston Garden[image: External link], believed that major ice hockey arenas, which sat empty on many nights, could be put to profitable use hosting basketball games when there were no ice hockey games to be played.[6] To put this theory into practice, the BAA was founded in New York City on June 6, 1946. Maurice Podoloff[image: External link], who was already serving as president of the American Hockey League, was appointed president of the BAA[image: External link], becoming the first person to simultaneously lead two professional leagues[7] (Joseph Carr[image: External link] had been president of the ABL from 1925 to 1928 while also overseeing the National Football League, although the NFL and ABL seasons did not overlap).[8]

The owners of the BAA, while experienced businessmen, had little practice at owning basketball teams.[9] The league started with 11 teams, which played a 60-game regular season. This was followed by the playoffs[image: External link] and the final series[image: External link] to determine the league winner.[7] Similar to Major League Baseball, nobody expected signing or drafting black players.[10]

Although there had been earlier attempts at professional basketball leagues, including the American Basketball League[image: External link] (ABL) and the NBL, the BAA was the first league that attempted to play primarily in large arenas in major cities, such as Madison Square Garden[image: External link] and Boston Garden[image: External link].[11] At its inception, the quality of play in the BAA was not significantly better than in competing leagues, or among leading independent clubs such as the Harlem Globetrotters[image: External link]. For instance, both the 1948 and 1949 titles were won by teams that had played in other leagues during the previous year, the Baltimore Bullets[image: External link] in 1948 and the Minneapolis Lakers in 1949.[12][13]
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 1946–47 season




The league started with 11 teams, which were divided into two divisions, the Eastern Division[image: External link] and the Western Division[image: External link]. Each team played 60 or 61 regular season games. The best three teams from each division advanced to the playoffs. The two division winners received first-round byes[image: External link] and qualified directly to the semifinals, while the two second-place teams and two third-place teams competed in the best-of-3[image: External link] quarterfinals, followed by the semifinals. The final series was also played in a best-of-7 format.

On November 1, 1946, at Maple Leaf Gardens[image: External link] in Toronto[image: External link], the Toronto Huskies[image: External link] hosted the New York Knickerbockers, which the NBA now regards as the league's first official game.[14] In the opening game of the BAA, Ossie Schectman[image: External link] scored the opening basket for the Knickerbockers.[15] The Eastern Division winner, the Washington Capitols[image: External link], who had the best record with 49 wins, were defeated in the best-of-7[image: External link] semifinal by the Western Division winner, the Chicago Stags. The Stags advanced to the finals along with the Philadelphia Warriors who defeated the New York Knickerbockers in the other semifinal. The Warriors won the inaugural BAA championship by winning the series 4–1.[11][16][17]

The first year had many problems. In arenas shared with hockey teams, some arena owners simply put a wooden basketball floor over the ice. This caused some games to be cancelled due to puddles on the floor. In addition, some owners would not heat their buildings, leading fans to bring blankets to the games and players to wear gloves. Attendance averaged just 3,000 per game. Teams with large leads would stall by having players dribble the ball for long periods. The owners discussed trying a 60-minute game and even doing "innings" where each team would have the ball for a certain period of time.[18] In addition, the teams in the league were financially weak.[19] However, the BAA still had fans eager to see former college stars play.[20]

From the beginning, the league aspired to be a major league. The league also differed from its rival, the National Basketball League. The BAA played a 48-minute game instead of a 40-minute game, and allowed players to play until they committed six fouls as opposed to five. The league formation did not alarm team owners in the NBL until some NBL players switched to the BAA.[21]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1947–48 season




Before the season started, the Cleveland Rebels[image: External link], Detroit Falcons[image: External link], Pittsburgh Ironmen[image: External link] and Toronto Huskies[image: External link] folded, leaving the BAA with only seven teams. The Baltimore Bullets[image: External link] joined the league from the ABL, and were assigned to the Western Division along with the Washington Capitols[image: External link] to even the divisions. Prior to the start of the season, the league held its inaugural college draft[image: External link] on July 1, 1947.[22] Each team played 48 regular season games. The Eastern Division was won by the Philadelphia Warriors, the West by the St. Louis Bombers.[12]

The 1948 Playoffs followed the same format as the previous year. The Eastern Division winner, the Philadelphia Warriors defeated the Western Division winner, St. Louis Bombers[image: External link]. In the finals, the Warriors were defeated by the Bullets 4–2.[12][23][24]
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 1948–49 season




Prior to the start of the season, four teams from the NBL, the Fort Wayne Pistons, Indianapolis Jets[image: External link], Minneapolis Lakers and the Rochester Royals[image: External link], joined the BAA. This caused a surge in talent as players such as George Mikan[image: External link] were now playing in the BAA.[13] With twelve teams, the league was realigned into a two six-team divisions. Each team played 60 regular season games. The Eastern Division was won by the Washington Capitols[image: External link] who had 38 wins, while the Western Division was dominated by the two new teams, the Royals and the Lakers who had 45 and 44 wins respectively.[25]

The 1949 Playoffs[image: External link] were expanded to include eight teams. The four best teams from each division contested in divisional semifinals and divisional finals[image: External link] to find each division winners. The two division winners then advanced to the finals[image: External link]. The divisional semifinals and finals were played in a best-of-3 format while the final series were played in the best-of-7 format. The Lakers defeated the Royals to become the inaugural Western Division winner. In the other divisional final, the Capitols defeated the New York Knicks to become the inaugural Eastern Division winner. The Lakers then won the finals by defeating the Capitols 4–2.[13][25][26]
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 The end of the BAA




See: National Basketball Association


On August 3, 1949, the BAA agreed to merge with the NBL, creating the National Basketball Association (NBA). The six remaining NBL teams were absorbed into the BAA, which then had ten teams after the Indianapolis Jets[image: External link] and the Providence Steamrollers[image: External link] folded prior to the absorption. The Indianapolis Olympians[image: External link], a planned expansion team for the NBL, also joined the newly formed league. In total, the new league had 17 teams located in a mix of large and small cities, as well as large arenas, smaller gymnasiums, and armories.[7][27] Prior to the merge, the league held the 1949 college draft[image: External link] on March 21, which was the last event held under the name BAA.[22]

The NBA claims the BAA's history as its own.[4][5] It reckons the 1949 deal as an expansion, not a merger, and does not recognize NBL records.
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 League championships




See: List of NBA champions




	Year
	Champion
	Finals

wins
	Losing finalist
	Ref.



	1947
	Philadelphia Warriors
	4–1
	Chicago Stags
	[11]



	1948
	Baltimore Bullets[image: External link][a]
	4–2
	Philadelphia Warriors
	[12]



	1949[image: External link]
	Minneapolis Lakers
	4–2
	Washington Capitols[image: External link]
	[13]
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 Teams






	^
	Denotes a franchise that currently plays in the NBA








	Team
	City
	Years

active
	Seasons

played
	Win–Loss

record
	Win pct.
	Playoff

seasons
	Champion

seasons
	Ref.



	BAA Buffalo[image: External link]
	Buffalo, New York[image: External link]
	Never Played
	0
	0–0
	N/A
	0
	0
	[28]



	BAA Indianapolis[image: External link]
	Indianapolis, Indiana[image: External link]
	Never Played
	0
	0–0
	N/A
	0
	0
	[28]



	Baltimore Bullets[image: External link][a]
	Baltimore, Maryland[image: External link]
	1947–49
	2
	57–51
	.528
	2
	1
	[29]



	Boston Celtics^
	Boston, Massachusetts[image: External link]
	1946–49
	3
	67–101
	.399
	1
	0
	[30]



	Chicago Stags
	Chicago, Illinois[image: External link]
	1946–49
	3
	105–64
	.621
	3
	0
	[31]



	Cleveland Rebels[image: External link]
	Cleveland, Ohio[image: External link]
	1946–47
	1
	30–30
	.500
	1
	0
	[32]



	Detroit Falcons[image: External link]
	Detroit, Michigan[image: External link]
	1946–47
	1
	20–40
	.333
	0
	0
	[33]



	Fort Wayne Pistons^[b]
	Fort Wayne, Indiana[image: External link]
	1948–49
	1
	22–38
	.367
	0
	0
	[34]



	Indianapolis Jets[image: External link][g] 
	Indianapolis, Indiana[image: External link]
	1948–49
	1
	18–42
	.300
	0
	0
	[35]



	Minneapolis Lakers^[c]
	Minneapolis, Minnesota[image: External link]
	1948–49
	1
	44–16
	.733
	1
	1
	[36]



	New York Knickerbockers^ 
	New York City, New York[image: External link]
	1946–49
	3
	91–77
	.542
	3
	0
	[37]



	Philadelphia Warriors^[d]
	Philadelphia, Pennsylvania[image: External link]
	1946–49
	3
	90–78
	.536
	3
	1
	[38]



	Pittsburgh Ironmen[image: External link]
	Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania[image: External link]
	1946–47
	1
	15–45
	.250
	0
	0
	[39]



	Providence Steamrollers[image: External link]
	Providence, Rhode Island[image: External link]
	1946–49
	3
	46–122
	.274
	0
	0
	[40]



	Rochester Royals[image: External link]^[e]
	Rochester, New York[image: External link]
	1948–49
	1
	45–15
	.750
	1
	0
	[41]



	St. Louis Bombers[image: External link]
	St. Louis, Missouri[image: External link]
	1946–49
	3
	96–73
	.568
	3
	0
	[42]



	Toronto Huskies[image: External link]
	Toronto, Ontario[image: External link]
	1946–47
	1
	22–38
	.367
	0
	0
	[43]



	Washington Capitols[image: External link][f]
	Washington, D.C.[image: External link]
	1946–49
	3
	115–53
	.685
	3
	0
	[44]






	
a Not affiliated with the present-day Washington Wizards, which were known as the Baltimore Bullets from 1963 to 1973, Baltimore moved from the ABL to the BAA in 1947.

	
b Known as the Detroit Pistons since 1957, Fort Wayne moved from the NBL to the BAA in 1948.

	
c Known as the Los Angeles Lakers since 1960, Minneapolis moved from the NBL to the BAA in 1948.

	
d Known as the Golden State Warriors since 1971, Philadelphia relocated to San Francisco in 1962.

	
e Known as the Sacramento Kings since 1985, Rochester moved from the NBL to the BAA in 1948 (and relocated three times).

	
f Not affiliated with National Hockey League Washington Capitals[image: External link]


	
g Indianapolis moved from the NBL to the BAA in 1948, along with three other teams that remain in operation.
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 Annual standings
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 1946–47





	Eastern Division[11]






	Team
	W
	L
	Pct.
	GB



	Washington Capitols[image: External link]
	49
	11
	.817
	–



	Philadelphia Warriors
	35
	25
	.583
	14



	New York Knicks
	33
	27
	.550
	16



	Providence Steamrollers[image: External link]
	28
	32
	.467
	21



	Boston Celtics
	22
	38
	.367
	27



	Toronto Huskies[image: External link]
	22
	38
	.367
	27





	Western Division[11]






	Team
	W
	L
	Pct.
	GB



	Chicago Stags
	39
	22
	.639
	–



	St. Louis Bombers[image: External link]
	38
	23
	.623
	1



	Cleveland Rebels[image: External link]
	30
	30
	.500
	8½



	Detroit Falcons[image: External link]
	20
	40
	.333
	18½



	Pittsburgh Ironmen[image: External link]
	15
	45
	.250
	23½
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 1947–48





	Eastern Division[12]






	Team
	W
	L
	Pct.
	GB



	Philadelphia Warriors
	27
	21
	.563
	–



	New York Knicks
	26
	22
	.542
	1



	Boston Celtics
	20
	28
	.417
	7



	Providence Steamrollers[image: External link]
	6
	42
	.125
	21





	Western Division[12]






	Team
	W
	L
	Pct.
	GB



	St. Louis Bombers[image: External link]
	29
	19
	.604
	–



	Baltimore Bullets[image: External link]
	28
	20
	.583
	1



	Chicago Stags
	28
	20
	.583
	1



	Washington Capitols[image: External link]
	28
	20
	.583
	1
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 1948–49





	Eastern Division[13]






	Team
	W
	L
	Pct.
	GB



	Washington Capitols[image: External link]
	38
	22
	.633
	–



	New York Knicks
	32
	28
	.533
	6



	Baltimore Bullets[image: External link]
	29
	31
	.483
	9



	Philadelphia Warriors
	28
	32
	.467
	10



	Boston Celtics
	25
	35
	.417
	13



	Providence Steamrollers[image: External link]
	12
	48
	.200
	26





	Western Division[13]






	Team
	W
	L
	Pct.
	GB



	Rochester Royals[image: External link]
	45
	15
	.750
	–



	Minneapolis Lakers
	44
	16
	.733
	1



	Chicago Stags
	38
	22
	.633
	7



	St. Louis Bombers[image: External link]
	29
	31
	.483
	16



	Fort Wayne Pistons
	22
	38
	.367
	23



	Indianapolis Jets[image: External link]
	18
	42
	.300
	27
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 Awards




See: All-NBA Team


The All-BAA Team was an annual BAA honor bestowed on the best players in the league following every season. The All-BAA Team was composed of two five-man lineups—a first and second team, comprising a total of 10 roster spots. The players were selected without regard to position[image: External link].[45]



	*
	Denotes a Hall of Fame player[image: External link]




	Player (X)
	Denotes the number of times the player has been selected








	All-BAA Team



	Season
	First team
	Second team



	Players
	Teams
	Players
	Teams



	1946–47
	Joe Fulks*
	Philadelphia Warriors
	Ernie Calverley[image: External link]
	Providence Steamrollers[image: External link]



	Bob Feerick
	Washington Capitols[image: External link]
	Frank Baumholtz[image: External link]
	Cleveland Rebels[image: External link]



	Stan Miasek[image: External link]
	Detroit Falcons[image: External link]
	Johnny Logan[image: External link]
	St. Louis Bombers[image: External link]



	Bones McKinney[image: External link]
	Washington Capitols[image: External link]
	Chick Halbert[image: External link]
	Chicago Stags



	Max Zaslofsky[image: External link]
	Chicago Stags
	Fred Scolari[image: External link]
	Washington Capitols[image: External link]



	1947–48[image: External link]
	Joe Fulks* (2)
	Philadelphia Warriors
	Johnny Logan (2)
	St. Louis Bombers[image: External link]



	Max Zaslofsky (2)
	Chicago Stags
	Carl Braun[image: External link]
	New York Knicks



	Ed Sadowski[image: External link]
	Boston Celtics
	Stan Miasek (2)
	Chicago Stags



	Howie Dallmar
	Philadelphia Warriors
	Fred Scolari (2)
	Washington Capitols[image: External link]



	Bob Feerick (2)
	Washington Capitols[image: External link]
	Buddy Jeannette[image: External link]*
	Baltimore Bullets[image: External link]



	1948–49
	George Mikan[image: External link]*
	Minneapolis Lakers
	Arnie Risen[image: External link]*
	Rochester Royals[image: External link]



	Joe Fulks* (3)
	Philadelphia Warriors
	Bob Feerick (3)
	Washington Capitols[image: External link]



	Bob Davies[image: External link]*
	Rochester Royals[image: External link]
	Bones McKinney[image: External link]
	Washington Capitols[image: External link]



	Max Zaslofsky (3)
	Chicago Stags
	Ken Sailors[image: External link]
	Providence Steamrollers[image: External link]



	Jim Pollard[image: External link]*
	Minneapolis Lakers
	Johnny Logan (3)
	St. Louis Bombers[image: External link]
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San Francisco Bay Area





The San Francisco Bay Area (referred to locally as the Bay Area) is a populous region surrounding the San Francisco[image: External link] and San Pablo[image: External link] estuaries[image: External link] in Northern California[image: External link]. The region encompasses the major cities and metropolitan areas of San Jose, San Francisco[image: External link], and Oakland, along with smaller urban and rural areas.[3] The Bay Area's nine counties are Alameda, Contra Costa[image: External link], Marin[image: External link], Napa[image: External link], San Francisco[image: External link], San Mateo[image: External link], Santa Clara[image: External link], Solano[image: External link], and Sonoma[image: External link].[3][4] Home to approximately 7.65 million people,[1] the nine-county Bay Area contains many cities, towns, airports, and associated regional, state, and national parks[image: External link], connected by a network of roads, highways, railroads, bridges, tunnels and commuter rail[image: External link]. The combined statistical area of the region is the second-largest in California[image: External link] (after the Greater Los Angeles[image: External link] area), the fifth-largest in the United States, and the 43rd-largest urban area in the world[image: External link].

The Bay Area has the second-most Fortune 500 Companies in the United States, and is known for its natural beauty, liberal[image: External link] politics, entrepreneurship, and diversity[image: External link].[5][6] The area ranks second in highest density of college graduates,[7][8] and performs above the state median household income in the 2010 census;[9] it includes the five highest California counties by per capita income[image: External link] and two of the top 25 wealthiest counties in the United States[image: External link]. Based on a 2013 population report from the California Department of Finance, the Bay Area is the only region in California where the rate of people migrating in from other areas in the United States is greater than the rate of those leaving the region, led by Alameda and Contra Costa counties.[10]
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 Sub-regions
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 East Bay




See: East Bay (San Francisco Bay Area)[image: External link]


The eastern side of the bay, consisting of Alameda and Contra Costa counties, is known locally as the East Bay. The East Bay can be loosely divided into two regions, the inner East Bay, which adjoins the Bay shoreline, and the outer East Bay, consisting of inland valleys separated from the inner East Bay by hills and mountains.


	The inner East Bay includes the western portions of Alameda and Contra Costa Counties, including the cities of Oakland[image: External link], Hayward[image: External link], Fremont[image: External link], Berkeley[image: External link], and Richmond[image: External link], as well as many smaller suburbs such as Alameda[image: External link], Castro Valley[image: External link], Newark[image: External link], Union City[image: External link], Emeryville[image: External link], Albany[image: External link], San Leandro[image: External link], San Pablo[image: External link], Crockett[image: External link], El Sobrante[image: External link], Pinole[image: External link], San Lorenzo[image: External link], Hercules[image: External link], Rodeo[image: External link], Piedmont[image: External link], and El Cerrito[image: External link]. The inner East Bay is more densely populated, with generally older buildings, and a more ethnically diverse population. This region contains the Bay Area's largest seaport[image: External link], the Port of Oakland, the headquarters of Pixar Animation Studios[image: External link], and hosts the professional sports franchises the Golden State Warriors, Oakland Raiders, and Oakland Athletics.

	The outer East Bay consists of the eastern portions of Alameda and Contra Costa[image: External link] counties and is divided into 4 distinct areas: Lamorinda, Central Contra Costa County, East Contra Costa County, and the Tri-Valley[image: External link]. The word Lamorinda was coined by combining the names of the cities it includes: Lafayette[image: External link], Moraga[image: External link], and Orinda[image: External link]. Walnut Creek[image: External link] is situated east of Lamorinda and north of the San Ramon Valley and, together with Concord[image: External link], Martinez[image: External link], and Pleasant Hill[image: External link] comprises Central Contra Costa County. The cities of Antioch[image: External link], Pittsburg[image: External link], Brentwood[image: External link], Oakley[image: External link] and the unincorporated areas surrounding them comprise East Contra Costa County. The Tri-Valley[image: External link] consists of the Amador[image: External link], the Livermore[image: External link], and the San Ramon Valleys[image: External link]. Dublin[image: External link] and Pleasanton[image: External link] comprise the Amador Valley[image: External link], Livermore[image: External link] lies in the Livermore Valley[image: External link], and the San Ramon Valley[image: External link] consists of Alamo[image: External link], Danville[image: External link], Diablo[image: External link] and its namesake, San Ramon[image: External link]. The outer East Bay is connected to the inner East Bay (East/West) by BART, Interstate 580 to the south, and State Routes State Route 4[image: External link] to the north, and State Route 24[image: External link] via the Caldecott Tunnel[image: External link] in the center. The outer East Bay's infrastructure was mostly built up after World War II. This area remains largely white demographically, although the Hispanic and Filipino populations have grown significantly over the past 2–3 decades.
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 North Bay




See: North Bay (San Francisco Bay Area)[image: External link]


The region north of the Golden Gate Bridge[image: External link] is known locally as the North Bay. This area encompasses Marin County[image: External link], Sonoma County[image: External link], Napa County[image: External link] and extends eastward into Solano County[image: External link]. The city of Fairfield[image: External link], being part of Solano County[image: External link], is often considered the easternmost city of the North Bay.

With few exceptions, this region is quite affluent: Marin County is ranked as the wealthiest in the state. The North Bay is relatively rural compared to the remainder of the Bay Area, with many areas of undeveloped open space, farmland and vineyards. Santa Rosa[image: External link] in Sonoma County is the North Bay's largest city, with a population of 167,815 and a Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link] population of 466,891, making it the fifth-largest city in the Bay Area.

The North Bay is the only section of the Bay Area that is not currently served by a commuter rail service, however the Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit[image: External link] is scheduled to open in 2017. The lack of transportation services is mainly because of the lack of population mass in the North Bay, and the fact that it is separated completely from the rest of the Bay Area by water, the only access points being the Golden Gate Bridge[image: External link] leading to San Francisco, the Richmond-San Rafael[image: External link] and Carquinez Bridges[image: External link] leading to Richmond[image: External link], and the Benicia-Martinez Bridge[image: External link] leading to Martinez[image: External link].
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 Peninsula




See: San Francisco Peninsula[image: External link]




The area from San Francisco to the Silicon Valley[image: External link], geographically part of the San Francisco Peninsula[image: External link], is known locally as The Peninsula. This area consists of San Francisco[image: External link] and suburban communities in San Mateo County[image: External link], and the northwestern part of Santa Clara County[image: External link], as well as various towns along the Pacific[image: External link] coast, such as Pacifica[image: External link] and Half Moon Bay[image: External link]. This area is extremely diverse. Many of the cities and towns had originally been centers of rural life until the post-World War II era when large numbers of middle and upper class Bay Area residents moved in and developed the small villages. Since the 1980s the area has seen a large growth rate of middle and upper-class families who have settled in cities like Palo Alto[image: External link], Los Altos[image: External link], Portola Valley[image: External link], Woodside[image: External link], and Atherton[image: External link] as part of the technology boom of Silicon Valley. Many of these families are of foreign background and have significantly contributed to the diversity of the area. Peninsula cities include: Atherton[image: External link], Belmont[image: External link], Brisbane[image: External link], Burlingame[image: External link], Colma[image: External link], Cupertino[image: External link], Daly City[image: External link], East Palo Alto[image: External link], Foster City[image: External link], Half Moon Bay[image: External link], Hillsborough[image: External link], Los Altos[image: External link], Los Altos Hills[image: External link], Menlo Park[image: External link], Millbrae[image: External link], Mountain View[image: External link], Palo Alto[image: External link], Pacifica[image: External link], Portola Valley[image: External link], Redwood City[image: External link], Redwood Shores[image: External link], San Bruno[image: External link], San Carlos[image: External link], San Francisco[image: External link], San Mateo[image: External link], South San Francisco[image: External link] and Woodside[image: External link].

Whereas the term peninsula technically refers to the entire geographical San Franciscan Peninsula, in local terms, The Peninsula does not include the city of San Francisco itself.[11][12][13][14]



San Francisco is surrounded by water on three sides; the north, east, and west. The city squeezes roughly 870,000 people in under 47 square miles (120 km2), making it the second-most densely populated major city in North America after New York City.[15] On any given day, there can be as many as 1 million people in the city because of the commuting[image: External link] population and tourism. San Francisco also has the largest commuter population of the Bay Area cities. The limitations of land area, however, make continued population growth challenging, and also has resulted in increased real estate prices. Though San Francisco is located at the tip of the peninsula, when the peninsula is discussed, it usually refers to the communities and geographic locations south of the city proper.[14]
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 South Bay






The communities at the southern region of the Bay Area are primarily located in what is known as Silicon Valley[image: External link], or the Santa Clara Valley[image: External link]. These include the city of San Jose, and surrounding municipalities, including the high-tech hubs of Santa Clara[image: External link], Milpitas[image: External link], Cupertino[image: External link], Mountain View[image: External link], Sunnyvale[image: External link] as well as many other cities like Saratoga[image: External link], Campbell[image: External link], Los Gatos[image: External link] and the exurbs[image: External link] of Morgan Hill[image: External link] and Gilroy[image: External link]. Some Peninsula[image: External link] and East Bay[image: External link] towns are sometimes recognized as being in the Silicon Valley. Generally, the term South Bay refers to Santa Clara County, but the northwest portion of the county (Palo Alto[image: External link], Mountain View[image: External link], Los Altos[image: External link] and Los Altos Hills[image: External link]) may be considered part of the peninsula as well.

Silicon Valley was primarily an agricultural center from the time of California's founding until World War II. During and after the war, working and middle-class families migrated to the area to settle and work in the burgeoning aerospace and electronics industries. This area then experienced rapid growth as agriculture was gradually replaced by high-technology. During this period, the Santa Clara Valley gradually became an urbanized metropolitan region. Today, the growth continues, fueled primarily by technology jobs, the weather, and immigrant labor. Urbanization is gradually replacing suburbanization as the population density of the valley increases. This trend has resulted in a huge increase in property values, forcing many middle-class families out of the area or into lower income neighborhoods in older sections of the region. The Santa Clara Valley also came to be known as Silicon Valley, as the area became the premier technology center of the United States. Some notable tech companies headquartered in the South Bay[image: External link] are AMD[image: External link], Adobe[image: External link], Intel[image: External link], Netflix[image: External link], Cisco Systems[image: External link], Hewlett-Packard[image: External link], Apple[image: External link], Google[image: External link], eBay[image: External link], Facebook[image: External link] and Yahoo![image: External link]. Largely a result of the high technology sector, the San Jose-Sunnyvale-Santa Clara, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link] has the most millionaires and the most billionaires in the United States per capita.[16]

The population of the entire valley is part of the San Jose-Sunnyvale-Santa Clara metropolitan area, which has about 2 million residents. San Jose, the largest city in the Silicon Valley area, is the tenth most populous city in the United States and the most populous city in the Bay Area. San Jose is the oldest city in California and was its first capital. The city prides itself on being an environmentally conscious city. It recycles a greater percentage of its waste than any other large American city. Over the past several decades, the San Jose Area has experienced rapid growth. To limit the effects of urban sprawl[image: External link], planned communities were laid out to control growth. Urban growth boundaries[image: External link] have been established to protect remaining open space (primarily in the surrounding hills and southern border) from development. Most new growth has been urban infill[image: External link] in the form of high density housing[image: External link] to increase density rate. The growth rate has slowed, but the area continues to have steady growth.

San Jose is home to many sports teams both amateur and professional, such as the San Jose Sharks of the NHL, and the San Jose Earthquakes[image: External link] of MLS. The San Francisco 49ers moved to a new stadium[image: External link] in Santa Clara in 2014.

The Silicon Valley has a large transportation infrastructure that includes many freeways, VTA[image: External link] bus service and light rail, Amtrak[image: External link], and commuter rail such as Caltrain[image: External link]. The San Jose International Airport[image: External link] serves air traffic in the San Jose Area and is conveniently located just north of downtown in the center of Silicon Valley. The height of buildings in Downtown[image: External link] is limited (due to FAA[image: External link] regulations and city ordinance) because it is situated directly under the flight path. The South Bay is poised to have a more efficient transportation network with the extension of the BART system to San Jose, which would allow elevated/ subway[image: External link] travel into San Francisco. San Jose will also be a major stop on the proposed California High-Speed Rail[image: External link] system.[17][18]
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See: Santa Cruz County, California[image: External link]; San Benito County, California[image: External link]; and San Joaquin County, California[image: External link]


Whether Santa Cruz[image: External link], San Benito[image: External link] and San Joaquin[image: External link] counties are considered part of the San Francisco Bay Area depends on the observer. For example, the regional governments in the San Francisco Bay Area, including the Association of Bay Area Governments[image: External link], the Metropolitan Transportation Commission[image: External link], the Bay Area Air Quality Management District (BAAQMD)[image: External link], and the San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB)[image: External link] include only the nine counties above in their boundaries or membership. (The BAAQMD includes all of the nine counties except the northern portions of Sonoma and Solano; the RWQCB includes all of San Francisco and the portions of the other eight counties that drain to San Francisco Bay or to the Pacific Ocean.)[19] However, the Office of Management and Budget[image: External link] defines the San Jose-San Francisco-Oakland Consolidated Statistical Area as a twelve-county region, including the nine counties above plus Santa Cruz, San Benito and San Joaquin counties. Although, the San Francisco television market excludes half of Solano[image: External link], Santa Cruz, San Benito, and San Joaquin counties; but includes Mendocino[image: External link] and Lake[image: External link] counties. Meanwhile, the California State Parks Department defines the Bay Area as including ten counties,[20] including Santa Cruz but excluding San Benito and San Joaquin. On the other hand, Santa Cruz and San Benito along with Monterey County[image: External link] are part of a different regional government organization called the Association of Monterey Bay Area Governments[image: External link]. Local media in the San Francisco Bay Area and travel guides often consider these two counties as part of the South Bay subregion, as they are greatly connected geographically, economically, and historically.[21][22][23][24][25] Santa Cruz County, along with San Benito County are usually regarded as being part of the California Central Coast[image: External link] and San Joaquin County is usually regarded as part of the California Central Valley[image: External link], but has seen recent growth as several of its cities and communities have become exurbs of the Bay Area.
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 History




See: Timeline of the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link]
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 Economy




In 2015, the San Jose-San Francisco-Oakland CSA[image: External link] had a GDP of $758.5 billion, which would rank 17th among countries[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Silicon Valley[image: External link] is located within the southern reaches of the Bay Area. The leading high technology region in the world, Silicon Valley covers San Jose and several cities of South Bay. The Valley is home to many of the industry leaders in technology such as Google[image: External link], Yahoo![image: External link], Facebook[image: External link], eBay[image: External link], PayPal[image: External link], Cisco[image: External link], Apple[image: External link], Oracle[image: External link], Marvell[image: External link], Intel[image: External link], Uber[image: External link] and Hewlett-Packard[image: External link]. Major corporations in San Francisco, San Jose, Oakland, and the surrounding cities help make the region second in the nation in concentration of Fortune 500[image: External link] companies, after New York.[26] The region's northern counties encompass California's famous Wine Country[image: External link], home to hundreds of vineyards and wineries. The Bay Area is a leader in sustainable agriculture[image: External link], organic farming[image: External link], and sustainable energy[image: External link] and a leading producer of high quality food, wine, and innovation in the culinary arts[image: External link]. California Cuisine[image: External link] was developed primarily in the Bay Area, as was the organic farming movement. The area is renowned for its natural beauty. It is also known as being one of the most expensive regions to live in the country.[5][27]

Oakland, on the east side of the bay, has the fifth-largest container shipping port[image: External link] in the United States. The city is also a major rail terminus[image: External link].[28]

Changes in house prices[image: External link] for the Bay Area are publicly tracked on a regular basis using the Case–Shiller index[image: External link]; the statistic is published by Standard & Poor's[image: External link] and is also a component of S&P's 10-city composite index[image: External link] of the value of the U.S. residential real estate market.

The Bay Area led the United States in sustainable energy[image: External link] and "clean tech[image: External link]" development in 2012, with San Francisco and San Jose having significantly higher ratings than any other US cities, according to Clean Edge[image: External link].[29]

A 2016 poll of 1,000 people, by the Bay Area Council[image: External link], showed that 34 percent are considering leaving the area, due primarily to the high costs of living and housing, and traffic.[30]
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The United States Office of Management and Budget[image: External link] has designated seven Metropolitan Statistical Areas[image: External link] (MSAs) and one Combined Statistical Area[image: External link] (CSA) for the Bay Area and nearby counties.[31] These comprise:


	The San Francisco–Oakland–Hayward, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link] comprising Alameda, Contra Costa[image: External link], San Francisco[image: External link], San Mateo[image: External link], and Marin[image: External link] counties

	The San Jose-Sunnyvale-Santa Clara, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link] comprising Santa Clara[image: External link] and San Benito[image: External link] counties

	The Stockton-Lodi, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link] comprising San Joaquin County[image: External link]


	The Santa Rosa, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link] comprising Sonoma County[image: External link]


	The Vallejo-Fairfield, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link] comprising Solano County[image: External link]


	The Santa Cruz-Watsonville, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link] comprising Santa Cruz County[image: External link]


	The Napa, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link] comprising Napa County[image: External link]


	The San Jose-San Francisco-Oakland, CA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link] comprising all seven MSAs above and their 12 counties



The United States Census Bureau[image: External link] estimates the population for these areas as of July 1, 2015 as follows:[2][32]






	OMB designated statistical areas for the Bay Area and outlying counties population



	Statistical area[image: External link]
	2015 Estimate
	2010 Census
	Change



	San Francisco-Oakland-Hayward, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	4,656,132
	4,335,391
	+7.40%



	San Jose-Sunnyvale-Santa Clara, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	1,976,836
	1,836,911
	+7.62%



	Stockton-Lodi, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	726,106
	685,306
	+5.95%



	Santa Rosa, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	502,146
	483,878
	+3.78%



	Vallejo-Fairfield, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	436,092
	413,344
	+5.50%



	Santa Cruz-Watsonville, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	274,146
	262,382
	+4.48%



	Napa, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	142,456
	136,484
	+4.38%



	San Jose-San Francisco-Oakland, CA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]
	8,713,914
	8,153,696
	+6.87%






The San Jose-San Francisco-Oakland, CA Combined Statistical Area ranks as the fifth most populous metropolitan area[image: External link] of the United States.[32]

The U.S. Census Bureau estimates the population of the less extensive nine-county Bay Area as of July 1, 2015 as follows:[1]






	Nine county San Francisco Bay Area population



	County[image: External link]
	2015 Estimate
	2010 Census
	Change



	Santa Clara County[image: External link]
	1,918,044
	1,781,642
	+7.66%



	Alameda County
	1,638,215
	1,510,271
	+8.47%



	Contra Costa County[image: External link]
	1,126,745
	1,049,025
	+7.41%



	San Francisco[image: External link]
	864,816
	805,235
	+7.40%



	San Mateo County[image: External link]
	765,135
	718,451
	+6.50%



	Sonoma County[image: External link]
	502,146
	483,878
	+3.78%



	Solano County[image: External link]
	436,092
	413,344
	+5.50%



	Marin County[image: External link]
	261,221
	252,409
	+3.49%



	Napa County[image: External link]
	142,456
	136,484
	+4.38%



	Total
	7,654,870
	7,150,739
	+7.05%
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	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1860[image: External link]
	114,074
	
	—



	1870[image: External link]
	265,808
	
	133.0%



	1880[image: External link]
	422,128
	
	58.8%



	1890[image: External link]
	547,618
	
	29.7%



	1900[image: External link]
	658,111
	
	20.2%



	1910[image: External link]
	925,708
	
	40.7%



	1920[image: External link]
	1,182,911
	
	27.8%



	1930[image: External link]
	1,578,009
	
	33.4%



	1940[image: External link]
	1,734,308
	
	9.9%



	1950[image: External link]
	2,681,322
	
	54.6%



	1960[image: External link]
	3,638,939
	
	35.7%



	1970[image: External link]
	4,628,199
	
	27.2%



	1980[image: External link]
	5,179,784
	
	11.9%



	1990[image: External link]
	6,023,577
	
	16.3%



	2000[image: External link]
	6,783,760
	
	12.6%



	2010[image: External link]
	7,150,739
	
	5.4%



	Est. 2015
	7,654,870
	[1]
	7.1%



	Note: 9 County Population Totals




According to the 2010 United States Census, the population was 7.15 million in the nine-county Bay Area, with 49.6% male and 50.4% female.[33] In 2010 the racial makeup of the nine-county Bay Area was 52.5% White[image: External link] including white Hispanic, 6.7% non-Hispanic African American, 0.7% Native American, 23.3% Asian[image: External link] (7.9% Chinese, 5.1% Filipino, 3.3% Indian, 2.5% Vietnamese, 1.0% Korean, 0.9% Japanese, 0.2% Pakistani, 0.2% Cambodian, 0.2% Laotian, 0.1% Thai, 0.1% Burmese), 0.6% Pacific Islander[image: External link] (0.1% Tongan, 0.1% Samoan, 0.1% Fijian, >0.1% Guamanian, >0.1% Native Hawaiian), 10.8% from other races, and 5.4% from two or more races[image: External link]. The population was 23.5% Hispanic or Latino[image: External link] of any race (17.9% Mexican, 1.3% Salvadoran, 0.6% Guatemalan, 0.6% Puerto Rican, 0.5% Nicaraguan, 0.3% Peruvian, 0.2% Cuban).[34]

The Bay Area cities of Vallejo[image: External link], Suisun City[image: External link], Oakland[image: External link], San Leandro[image: External link], Fairfield[image: External link], and Richmond[image: External link] are among the most ethnically diverse cities in the United States.[35]

The Chinese population of the Bay Area is concentrated in San Francisco, where 30% of the Bay Area's Chinese American population resides, as well as in Oakland and in the San Jose area, which is also home to a significant Indian American[image: External link] community.[33] The Bay Area is home to over 382,950 Filipino Americans[image: External link], one of the largest communities of Filipino people outside of the Philippines[image: External link] with the largest proportion of Filipino Americans concentrating themselves within Daly City[image: External link].[33][36] There are more than one hundred thousand people of Vietnamese[image: External link] ancestry residing within San Jose city limits, the largest population of any city in the world outside of Vietnam[image: External link].[37] There is a sizable community of Korean Americans[image: External link] in Santa Clara County, and there is a large strip of Korean restaurants and businesses located in Santa Clara[image: External link]. East Bay cities such as Richmond[image: External link] and Oakland, and the North Bay city of Santa Rosa[image: External link], have plentiful populations of Laotian[image: External link] and Cambodians[image: External link] in certain neighborhoods.[33]

Pacific Islanders[image: External link] such as Samoans[image: External link] and Tongans[image: External link] have the largest presence in East Palo Alto[image: External link], San Mateo[image: External link], San Bruno[image: External link], Redwood City[image: External link] and the Bayview-Hunters Point[image: External link] and Visitacion Valley[image: External link] neighborhoods of San Francisco.[33]

The Latino population is spread throughout the Bay Area, but has the largest populations in San Jose, in The Peninsula cities of Redwood City[image: External link], East Palo Alto[image: External link], South San Francisco[image: External link], San Bruno[image: External link], San Francisco[image: External link], San Mateo[image: External link], Daly City[image: External link], and Menlo Park[image: External link], North Bay cities of Dixon[image: External link], San Rafael[image: External link], Fairfield[image: External link], and Vallejo[image: External link], East Bay cities of Oakland, Richmond, Concord[image: External link] and Antioch[image: External link], and in Sonoma County[image: External link]. San Francisco's Mission District[image: External link] is home to a thriving Mexican American[image: External link] community, as well as many residents of Salvadoran[image: External link] and Guatemalan[image: External link] descent.[33]

The African American population of the Bay Area has always been significant in Marin City, Oakland, and Richmond, but other East and North Bay cities such as Antioch, Vallejo and Fairfield have received an influx of black residents. While mainly concentrated in the East Bay and on the peninsula in San Francisco, there are well-established black neighborhoods located in the North Bay and in the Silicon Valley. The South Park neighborhood of Santa Rosa was home to once a primarily black community until the 1980s, when many Latino immigrants settled in the area.[38] The Marin City[image: External link] community in Marin County[image: External link] has a significant black population. In Silicon Valley, East Palo Alto has the highest population of African Americans.

San Francisco's North Beach[image: External link] district is considered the Little Italy[image: External link] of the city, and was once home to a significant Italian American community. San Francisco and Marin County both have substantial Jewish communities.[39]

In 2007 the population density was 1,057 people per square mile. There were 2,499,702 housing units with an average family size of 3.3. Of the 2,499,702 households, approximately one-third were renter occupied housing units, while two-thirds were owner occupied housing units. 12.7% had a female householder with no husband present, 11.6% of households had someone 65 years of age or older, and 27.4% of households were non-families.[33]

The Bay Area is one of the wealthiest regions in the United States, due, primarily, to the economic power engines of San Jose, San Francisco, and Oakland. Pleasanton[image: External link] has the second-highest household income in the country after New Canaan, CT. However, discretionary income is very comparable with the rest of the country, primarily because the higher cost of living offsets the increased income.[40]

Forty-seven Bay Area residents made the Forbes[image: External link] magazine's 400 richest Americans list, published in 2007. Thirteen lived in San Francisco proper, placing it seventh among cities in the world. Among the forty-seven were several well-known names such as Steve Jobs[image: External link], George Lucas[image: External link], and Charles Schwab[image: External link]. The wealthiest resident was Larry Ellison[image: External link] of Oracle[image: External link], worth $25 billion.[41]

A study by Capgemini indicates that in 2009, 4.5% of all households within the San Francisco-Oakland and San Jose metropolitan areas held $1 million in investable assets, placing the region No. 1 in the United States (Metro New York City placed second at 4.3%).[42]

As of 2007, there were approximately 80 public companies with annual revenues of over $1 billion a year, and 5–10 more private companies. Nearly 2/3 of these are in the Silicon Valley section of the Bay Area. According to the May 2010 Fortune Magazine analysis of the US "Fortune 500" companies, the combined San Jose-San Francisco-Oakland metropolitan region ranks second (after metro New York City and before Chicago) with 30 companies (May 2011, Fortune Magazine).[43]
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The Bay Area is widely regarded as one of the most liberal areas in the country. According to the Cook Partisan Voting Index[image: External link] (CPVI), congressional districts[image: External link] the Bay Area tends to favor Democratic[image: External link] candidates by roughly 40 to 50 percentage points, considerably above the mean for California and the nation overall. All congressional districts in the region voted for Democrat Barack Obama[image: External link] over Republican John McCain[image: External link] in the 2008 Presidential Election[image: External link]. Over the last four and a half decades the 9-county Bay Area voted for Republican[image: External link] candidates only twice, once in 1972 for Richard Nixon[image: External link] and again in 1980[image: External link] for Ronald Reagan[image: External link] and in 1984, both Californians. The last county to vote for a Republican Presidential candidate was Napa county[image: External link] in 1988 for George H. W. Bush[image: External link].



	County



	Population (2010)[44]

	2012 election results[45]

	Median household income (2011)[46]

	Per capita income (2011)[46]

	Voter Registration (2013)[47]




	Democratic
	Independent
	Republican



	Alameda
	1,510,271
	78.9%–18.2% Obama
	$67,558
	$33,888
	461,007
	158,958
	114,802



	Contra Costa[image: External link]
	1,049,025
	66.2%–31.2% Obama
	$74,353
	$36,274
	263,258
	113,358
	131,608



	Marin[image: External link]
	252,409
	74.3%–23.0% Obama
	$77,168
	$49,439
	83,853
	35,251
	28,116



	Napa[image: External link]
	136,484
	63.0%–34.3% Obama
	$61,460
	$32,170
	33,182
	15,248
	19,142



	San Francisco[image: External link]
	805,235
	83.5%–13.0% Obama
	$69,894
	$44,905
	276,855
	154,691
	42,922



	San Mateo[image: External link]
	718,451
	72.1%–25.5% Obama
	$81,657
	$44,331
	185,134
	92,158
	69,925



	Santa Clara[image: External link]
	1,781,642
	70.1%–27.2% Obama
	$84,895
	$39,365
	372,979
	237,357
	177,268



	Solano[image: External link]
	413,344
	63.5%–34.2% Obama
	$63,795
	$27,785
	102,177
	46,246
	52,633



	Sonoma[image: External link]
	483,878
	71.1%–25.3% Obama
	$61,020
	$30,868
	134,896
	55,666
	56,428



	Median
	—
	72.9%–24.1% Obama
	$73,562
	$37,851
	—
	—
	—



	Total
	7,150,739
	—
	—
	—
	1,913,341
	908,933
	692,844






	Presidential election results



	Year
	Democrat[image: External link]
	Republican[image: External link]



	2016[image: External link]
	79.7% 2,339,480

	20.2% 594,839




	2012[image: External link]
	72.9% 2,105,625

	24.1% 696,656




	2008[image: External link]
	73.8% 2,172,411

	24.4% 717,989




	2004[image: External link]
	69.2% 1,926,726

	29.3% 815,225




	2000[image: External link]
	64.1% 1,607,695

	30.0% 751,832




	1996[image: External link]
	60.5% 1,417,511

	28.3% 662,263




	1992[image: External link]
	56.2% 1,476,971

	25.0% 658,202




	1988[image: External link]
	57.8% 1,338,533

	40.8% 945,802




	1984[image: External link]
	50.8% 1,157,855

	47.9% 1,090,115




	1980[image: External link]
	40.7% 827,309

	44.4% 904,100




	1976[image: External link]
	49.9% 950,055

	45.8% 872,920




	1972[image: External link]
	48.2% 990,560

	49.1 1,007,615




	1968[image: External link]
	50.8% 890,650

	41.3% 725,304




	1964[image: External link]
	65.7% 1,116,215

	34.1% 579,528




	1960[image: External link]
	52.0% 820,860

	47.6% 751,719







	District
	Location
	Representative
	Cook PVI[48]
	2012 election results[45]
	Median household income (2011)[49]



	2nd[image: External link]
	Marin County[image: External link] and the North Coast[image: External link]
	Jared Huffman[image: External link]
	D+20
	69.0%–27.0% Obama
	$56,576



	3rd[image: External link]
	Fairfield[image: External link], Vacaville[image: External link], and the Sacramento Valley[image: External link]
	John Garamendi[image: External link]
	D+3
	54.3%–43.1% Obama
	$53,602



	5th[image: External link]
	Santa Rosa[image: External link], Napa County[image: External link], Vallejo[image: External link], and Martinez[image: External link]
	Mike Thompson[image: External link]
	D+19
	69.7%–27.4% Obama
	$58,942



	9th[image: External link]
	Antioch[image: External link] and most of San Joaquin County[image: External link]
	Jerry McNerney[image: External link]
	D+6
	57.8%–40.1% Obama
	$52,209



	11th[image: External link]
	Most of Contra Costa County[image: External link]
	Mark DeSaulnier[image: External link]
	D+17
	67.5%–29.9% Obama
	$69,586



	12th[image: External link]
	Most of San Francisco[image: External link]
	Nancy Pelosi[image: External link]
	D+34
	84.0%–12.5% Obama
	$69,046



	13th[image: External link]
	Berkeley[image: External link], Oakland, and San Leandro[image: External link]
	Barbara Lee[image: External link]
	D+37
	87.5%–9.0% Obama
	$56,906



	14th[image: External link]
	Most of San Mateo County[image: External link]
	Jackie Speier[image: External link]
	D+23
	74.2%–23.6% Obama
	$79,287



	15th[image: External link]
	Hayward[image: External link], Union City[image: External link], and the Tri-Valley[image: External link]
	Eric Swalwell[image: External link]
	D+16
	68.0%–29.8% Obama
	$82,179



	17th[image: External link]
	Fremont[image: External link] and northern Silicon Valley[image: External link]
	Ro Khanna[image: External link]
	D+20
	71.9%–25.5% Obama
	$92,030



	18th[image: External link]
	Menlo Park[image: External link] and western Silicon Valley[image: External link]
	Anna Eshoo[image: External link]
	D+18
	68.2%–28.9% Obama
	$97,001



	19th[image: External link]
	San Jose and Morgan Hill[image: External link]
	Zoe Lofgren[image: External link]
	D+19
	71.2%–26.5% Obama
	$71,479



	Median
	—
	—
	D+13
	67.8%–26.9% Obama
	$63,904




During the Base Realignment and Closures[image: External link] (BRACs) of the 1990s, almost all the military installations in the region were closed.[50][51] The only remaining major active duty[image: External link] military installations are Travis Air Force Base[image: External link][52] and Coast Guard Island[image: External link].
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	High and Low Average Temperatures for Various Cities in the San Francisco Bay Area



	City
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec



	Gilroy[image: External link]
	60/39

(16/4)
	64/42

(18/6)
	68/44

(20/7)
	73/46

(23/8)
	78/50

(26/10)
	84/53

(29/12)
	88/55

(31/13)
	88/55

(31/13)
	85/54

(29/12)
	79/49

(26/9)
	68/43

(20/6)
	60/38

(16/3)



	Oakland
	58/45

(14/7)
	62/48

(17/9)
	64/49

(18/9)
	66/51

(19/11)
	69/53

(21/12)
	71/56

(22/13)
	72/57

(22/14)
	73/58

(23/14)
	74/58

(23/14)
	72/55

(22/13)
	64/50

(18/10)
	58/45

(14/7)



	Richmond[image: External link]
	58/44

(14/7)
	61/46

(16/8)
	64/48

(18/9)
	67/49

(19/9)
	69/52

(21/11)
	72/55

(22/13)
	72/56

(22/13)
	72/56

(22/13)
	74/56

(23/13)
	72/54

(22/12)
	65/49

(18/9)
	58/44

(14/7)



	San Francisco[image: External link]
	58/46

(14/8)
	61/48

(16/9)
	63/49

(17/9)
	64/50

(18/10)
	66/52

(19/11)
	68/53

(20/12)
	68/55

(20/13)
	69/56

(21/13)
	71/56

(22/13)
	70/54

(21/12)
	64/51

(18/11)
	58/47

(14/8)



	San Rafael[image: External link]
	55/42

(13/6)
	60/44

(16/7)
	64/45

(18/7)
	67/47

(19/8)
	71/50

(22/10)
	77/53

(25/12)
	80/55

(27/13)
	80/55

(27/13)
	79/54

(26/12)
	73/51

(23/11)
	64/46

(18/8)
	55/41

(13/5)



	Santa Rosa[image: External link]
	58/39

(14/4)
	62/42

(17/6)
	65/43

(18/6)
	69/45

(21/7)
	73/49

(23/9)
	79/52

(26/11)
	81/53

(27/12)
	82/53

(28/12)
	82/52

(28/11)
	76/49

(24/9)
	65/43

(18/6)
	58/39

(14/4)
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See: Ecology of the San Francisco Estuary[image: External link]


Despite its urban and industrial character, San Francisco and San Pablo Bays and the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta[image: External link] remain perhaps California's most important ecological habitats[image: External link]. California's Dungeness crab[image: External link], Pacific halibut[image: External link], and Pacific salmon[image: External link] fisheries[image: External link] rely on the bay as a nursery. The few remaining salt marshes[image: External link] now represent most of California's remaining salt marsh, supporting a number of endangered species[image: External link] and providing key ecosystem services such as filtering pollutants and sediments[image: External link] from the rivers. Most famously, the bay is a key link in the Pacific Flyway[image: External link]. Millions of waterfowl[image: External link] annually use the bay shallows as a refuge. Two endangered species[image: External link] of birds are found here: the California least tern[image: External link] and the California clapper rail[image: External link]. Exposed bay muds[image: External link] provide important feeding areas for shorebirds[image: External link], but underlying layers of bay mud pose geological hazards for structures near many parts of the bay perimeter. San Francisco Bay provided the nation's first wildlife refuge, Oakland's artificial Lake Merritt (constructed in the 1860s) and America's first urban National Wildlife Refuge, the Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge[image: External link] (SFBNWR) (1972). The Bay is also invaded by non-native species.

The seasonal range of water temperature in the Bay is from about 8 °C (46 °F) to about 23 °C (73 °F).

Industrial, mining, and other uses of mercury[image: External link] have resulted in a widespread distribution of that poisonous metal in the bay, with uptake in the bay's phytoplankton[image: External link] and contamination of its sportfish[image: External link].[53] In November 2007, a ship named Cosco Busan[image: External link] collided with the San Francisco–Oakland Bay Bridge and spilled over 58,000 gallons of bunker fuel, creating the largest oil spill[image: External link] in the region since 1996.[54]
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Steelhead[image: External link] (Oncorhynchus mykiss) populations in California have dramatically declined due to human and natural causes. The Central California Coast distinct population segment[image: External link] (DPS) was listed as threatened under the Federal Endangered Species Act[image: External link] on August 18, 1997; threatened status was reaffirmed on January 5, 2006. This DPS includes all naturally spawned anadromous[image: External link] steelhead populations below natural and manmade impassable barriers in California streams from the Russian River[image: External link] to Aptos Creek, and the drainages of San Francisco, San Pablo, and Suisun Bays.[55][56] The U.S. National Marine Fisheries Service[image: External link] has a detailed description of threats[image: External link].

The Central California Coast coho salmon[image: External link] (Oncorhynchus kisutch) Evolutionary Significant Unit[image: External link] (ESU) population is the most endangered of the many troubled salmon populations on the West Coast.[57] It was listed as threatened on October 31, 1996 and later changed to endangered status on June 28, 2005.[58] The ESU includes all naturally spawned populations of coho salmon (Oncorhynchus kisutch) from Punta Gorda[image: External link] in northern California south to and including the San Lorenzo River[image: External link] in central California, as well as populations in tributaries to San Francisco Bay. The National Park Service[image: External link] has made major recent investments in restoring the tidal wetlands at the mouths of Lagunitas Creek[image: External link] and Redwood Creek[image: External link] including levee removal and placement of large woody debris in the creeks, which provide shelter to salmonids during heavy stream flows and flooding. Lagunitas Creek's coho population is especially important, as 80% of the ESU depends on this stream draining the north slope of Mount Tamalpais[image: External link].[59] This year's coho count dropped to 64 from an average of 600 in previous years.[57]

Much of the SFBNWR consists of salt evaporation[image: External link] ponds acquired from the Leslie Salt Company[image: External link] and its successor, Cargill Corporation[image: External link] through a series of land sales and donations. Many of these salt ponds remain in operation and produce salt used throughout the Western United States in food, agriculture, industry and medicine. The refuge pond support dense populations of brine shrimp[image: External link], and therefore serving as feeding areas for waterfowl. In 2003, the US Fish & Wildlife Service and California Department of Fish & Game entered one of the largest private land purchases in American history, with the state and federal governments paying $100 million for 15,100 acres (65 km2) of salt ponds (which government appraisers valued at $243 million prior to the acquisition) in the south bay and 1,400 acres near the Napa River. SFBNWR and state biologists hope to restore some of the recently purchased ponds as tidal[image: External link] wetlands.
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 Aquatic mammals in the Bay Area




Aquatic mammals recently re-colonizing the Bay Area include the California golden beaver[image: External link] (Castor canadensis) which is now established on Alhambra Creek[image: External link] in Martinez[image: External link], Napa River[image: External link] and Sonoma Creek[image: External link]; and North American river otter[image: External link] (Lontra canadensis) which was first reported in Redwood Creek[image: External link] at Muir Beach[image: External link] in 1996,[60] and recently in Corte Madera Creek[image: External link], and in the south Bay on Coyote Creek[image: External link],[61] as well as in 2010 in San Francisco Bay itself at the Richmond Marina[image: External link]. Sea otter[image: External link] (Enhydra lutris) were hunted to extinction in San Francisco Bay by about 1817. Historical records reveal that the Russian-American Company[image: External link] snuck Aleuts[image: External link] into San Francisco Bay multiple times, despite the Spanish capturing or shooting them while hunting sea otters in the estuaries of San Jose, San Mateo[image: External link], San Bruno[image: External link] and around Angel Island[image: External link].[62] The founder of Fort Ross[image: External link], Ivan Kuskov[image: External link], finding otter scarce on his second voyage to Bodega Bay in 1812, sent Russian ships and hired an American ship to hunt otter in the Bay, catching 1,160 sea otter in three months.[63]

Humphrey the Whale[image: External link], a humpback whale[image: External link] (Megaptera novaeangliae), entered San Francisco Bay twice on errant migrations, and was successfully rescued and redirected each time in the late 1980s and early 1990s. This occurred again with Dawn and Delta a mother and calf in 2007.

Bottlenose dolphins[image: External link] and harbor porpoises[image: External link] have recently returned to the bay, having been absent for some 50 years. Historically, this was the northern extent of their warm-water species range. However, human development adversely impacted this habitat and pushed the species south to Monterey Bay. It is thought that laws limiting water pollution have improved the ecosystem health, allowing the return of cetacean marine life[image: External link].[64]
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 Birds of the Bay Area




Western burrowing owls[image: External link] (Athene cunicularia) were listed as a species of special concern[image: External link] (a pre-listing category under the Endangered Species Act) by the California Department of Fish and Game[image: External link] in 1979. California's population declined 60% from the 1980s to the early '90s, and continues to decline at roughly 8% per year.[65] In 1994, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service[image: External link] nominated the western burrowing owl as a Federal Category 2 candidate for listing as endangered or threatened, but loss of habitat continues due to development of the flat, grassy lands used by the owl. A 1992–93 survey reported no breeding burrowing owls in Napa[image: External link], Marin[image: External link], and San Francisco[image: External link] counties, and only a few in San Mateo[image: External link] and Sonoma[image: External link]. The Santa Clara County[image: External link] population is declining and restricted to a few breeding locations, leaving only Alameda, Contra Costa[image: External link], and Solano[image: External link] counties as the remnant breeding range.[66] Despite organized protests at Kiper Homes' Blue Ridge property in Antioch, California[image: External link] by Friends of East Bay Owls[image: External link], one-way doors were installed in the birds' burrows so that the owl families could not return to their nests in early 2010.[67] In addition, in 2008, Mountain View, California[image: External link] evicted a pair of burrowing owls so that it could sell a parcel of land to Google[image: External link] to build a hotel at Shoreline Boulevard and Charleston Road.[68] Eviction of the owls is controversial because the birds regularly reuse burrows for years, and there is no requirement that suitable new habitat be found for the owls.

In March, 2012 a bald eagle[image: External link] (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) nest was reported on the northwest arm of Lower Crystal Springs Reservoir[image: External link] and upper San Mateo Creek[image: External link]. This is the first bald eagle breeding pair on the San Francisco Peninsula[image: External link] since 1915, when they nested in La Honda[image: External link], almost one hundred years ago. The birds were once common in the Bay Area. While visiting Santa Clara County[image: External link] in 1855, physician naturalist James G. Cooper[image: External link] described "a nest of this bird large enough to fill a wagon, built in a large sycamore[image: External link] tree, standing alone in the prairie. Habitat destruction and thinning of eggs from (now banned) DDT[image: External link] poisoning reduced the California state population to 35 nesting pairs at their lowest point. In the 1980s re-introductions began with the Santa Cruz Predatory Bird Research Group and the San Francisco Zoo[image: External link] began importing birds and eggs from Vancouver Island[image: External link] and northeastern California in the late 1980s.[69]

Joseph Grinnell[image: External link] wrote in 1927 that osprey[image: External link] (Pandion haliaetus) were only rare visitors to the San Francisco Bay Area, although he noted records of one or two used nests in the broken tops of redwood[image: External link] trees along the Russian River[image: External link].[70] In 1989, the southern breeding range of the osprey in the Bay Area was Kent Lake[image: External link], although osprey were noted to be extending their range further south in the Central Valley and the Sierra Nevada.[71] However, in 2014 a Bay Area-wide survey found osprey had extended their breeding range southward with nesting sites as far south as Hunters Point[image: External link] in San Francisco on the west side and Hayward[image: External link] on the east side. Most nests were built on man-made structures close to areas of human disturbance, likely due to lack of mature trees near the Bay. Transfer of these birds to artificial nesting boxes away from human disturbance significantly increased nesting success.[72] The above 2014 survey omitted nesting sites in Santa Clara County in the Los Gatos Creek[image: External link] watershed photographed as early as 2004, indicating that the nesting range now includes the entire length of San Francisco Bay.[73]

The wild turkey[image: External link] population has increased greatly since their introduction during the ’60s and ’70s from other areas by game officials.[74] By 2015 they had become an everyday sight in the East Bay Area.[75]
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 Geology and landforms
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 Multiple terranes




The area is well known worldwide for the complexity of its landforms, the region being composed of at least six terranes[image: External link] ( continental[image: External link], seabed[image: External link], or island arc[image: External link] fragments with distinct characteristics) pushed together over many millions of years by the forces of plate tectonics[image: External link]. Nine out of eleven distinct assemblages have been identified in a single county (Alameda).[76][77] Diverse assemblages adjoin in complex arrangements due to offsets along the many faults (both active and stable) in the area. As a consequence, many types of rock and soil are found in the region. Formations include the sedimentary rocks[image: External link] of sandstone[image: External link], limestone[image: External link], and shale[image: External link] in uplifted seabeds, metamorphic[image: External link] serpentine[image: External link] rock, coal deposits, and igneous[image: External link] forms such as basalt flows, rhyolite outcroppings, granite associated with the Salinian Block[image: External link] west of the San Andreas Fault, and ash deposits of extinct yet relatively recently active (10 million years) volcanos[image: External link]. Pleistocene-era[image: External link] fossils[image: External link] of mammals are abundantly present in some locations.
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 Vertical relief




The region has considerable vertical relief in its landscapes that are not in the alluvial plains[image: External link] leading to the bay or in inland valleys. In combination with the extensive water regions this has forced the fragmented development of urban and suburban regions and has led to extensive building on poor soils in the limited flatland areas and considerable expense in connecting the various subregions[image: External link] with roads, tunnels, and bridges.

Several mountains are associated with some of the many ridge and hill structures created by compressive forces between the Pacific Plate and the North American plate. These provide spectacular views (in appropriate weather) of large portions of the Bay Area and include Marin County's Mount Tamalpais[image: External link] at 2,571 feet (784 m). Contra Costa County's Mount Diablo[image: External link] at 3,849 feet (1,173 m), Alameda County's Mission Peak[image: External link] at 2,517 to 2,604 feet (767 to 776 m), and Santa Clara County's Mount Hamilton[image: External link] at 4,213 ft (1,284 m), the latter with significant astronomical studies performed at its crowning Lick Observatory[image: External link]. Though Tamalpais and Mission Peak are quite lower than the others, Tamalpais has no other peaks and few hills nearby. Mission Peak is coast facing and is an interior mountain and therefore has excellent views of both sides.

The three major ridge structures (part of the Pacific Coast Range[image: External link]) which are all roughly parallel to the major faults[image: External link]:


	The Santa Cruz Mountains[image: External link] along the San Francisco Peninsula and the Marin Hills[image: External link] in Marin County (San Andreas Fault[image: External link])

	The Berkeley Hills[image: External link], San Leandro Hills[image: External link] and their southern ridgeline extension through Mission Peak[image: External link] (Hayward Fault[image: External link])

	The Diablo Range[image: External link], which includes Mount Diablo[image: External link] and Mount Hamilton[image: External link] (Calaveras Fault[image: External link])
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 Major waterways




See: Hydrography of the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link]



	San Joaquin River[image: External link]

	Sacramento River[image: External link]

	Napa River[image: External link]

	Suisun Marsh[image: External link]

	Sonoma Creek[image: External link]

	Guadalupe River[image: External link]

	Coyote Creek[image: External link]

	Petaluma River[image: External link]

	San Pablo Creek[image: External link]

	Wildcat Creek[image: External link]

	Oakland Estuary[image: External link]

	Russian River[image: External link]

	San Lorenzo River[image: External link]

	San Lorenzo Creek[image: External link]

	Gulf of the Farallones[image: External link]

	Alameda Creek[image: External link]
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 Earthquake faults




The region is also traversed by six major slip-strike fault systems with hundreds of related faults, many of which are "sister faults" of the infamous San Andreas Fault[image: External link], all of which are stressed by the relative motion between the Pacific Plate[image: External link] and the North American Plate[image: External link] or by compressive stresses between these plates. The fault systems include the Hayward Fault Zone[image: External link], Concord-Green Valley Fault[image: External link], Calaveras Fault[image: External link], Clayton-Marsh Creek-Greenville Fault[image: External link], and the San Gregorio Fault[image: External link]. Significant blind thrust faults[image: External link] (faults with near vertical motion and no surface ruptures) are associated with portions of the Santa Cruz Mountains[image: External link] and the northern reaches of the Diablo Range[image: External link] and Mount Diablo[image: External link].
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 Natural hazards





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Earthquakes




The region is particularly exposed to hazards associated with large earthquakes.[78][79] Two of the largest earthquakes in the area were the 1906 San Francisco earthquake[image: External link] and the 1989 Loma Prieta earthquake. The hazard from earthquakes is high in the Bay Area owing to a combination of factors:


	Numerous major active faults in the region.

	A combined thirty-year probability of a major earthquake in excess of seventy percent.

	Poorly responding native soil conditions in many places near the bay and in inland valleys, soils which amplify shaking as shown in the map to the right.

	Large areas of filled marshlands and bay mud that are significantly urbanized, with most subject to soil liquefaction[image: External link], becoming unable to support structures.

	A large inventory of older buildings, many of which are expected to perform poorly in a major earthquake.

	Extensive building in areas subject to landslide[image: External link], mudslide[image: External link], and in some locations directly over active fault surface rubble zones.

	Most lowrise construction is not fireproof and water systems are likely to be extensively damaged and so large areas are subject to destruction by fire after a large earthquake.

	The coastal location makes the region vulnerable to Pacific Ocean tsunamis[image: External link].[80]




Some of these hazards are being addressed by seismic retrofitting[image: External link], education in household seismic safety, and even complete replacement of major structures such as the eastern span of the San Francisco–Oakland Bay Bridge[image: External link].

For an article concerning a typical fault in the region and its associated hazards see Hayward Fault Zone[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Flooding




Some flooding occurs on local drainages under sustained wet conditions when the ground becomes saturated, more frequently in the North Bay area, which tends to receive substantially more rainfall than the South Bay. In one case, the Napa River[image: External link] drainage, floodplain developments are being purchased and removed and natural wetlands restored in the innovative Napa River Flood Project[image: External link] as the previous channelization[image: External link] of insufficient capacity around such developments was causing flooding problems upstream. Many of the local creeks have been channelized, although modern practice, and some restoration work includes returning the creeks to a natural state with dry stormwater[image: External link] bypasses constructed to handle flooding. While quite expensive, the restoration of a natural environment is of high priority in the intensively urbanized areas of the region.
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 Windstorms and wildfires




Typically between late November and early March, a very strong Pacific storm can bring both substantial rainfall (saturating and weakening soil) and strong wind gusts that can cause trees to fall on power lines. Owing to the wide area involved (sometimes hundreds of miles of coast), electrical service can be interrupted for up to several days in some more remote localities, but service is usually restored quickly in urban areas. These storms occasionally bring lightning & thunder. More rarely they even spawn tornadoes. For example, during the abnormal hurricane-like storm in early 2010, a funnel cloud sparked an extremely rare Tornado Warning in Morgan Hill[image: External link].

In the spring and fall, strong offshore winds[image: External link] periodically develop. These winds are an especially dangerous fire hazard in the fall when vegetation is at its driest, as exemplified historically by the 1923 Berkeley Fire[image: External link] and the 1991 Oakland Firestorm[image: External link].
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 Mudslides and landslides




Some geologically unstable areas have been extensively urbanized, and can become mobile due to changes in drainage patterns and grading created for development. These are usually confined to small areas, but there have been larger problems in the Santa Cruz Mountains[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Transportation




See: Transportation in the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link]


The Bay Area is served by several transportation[image: External link] systems, including three major international airports ( SFO[image: External link], OAK, SJC[image: External link]), six major overlapping bus[image: External link] transit agencies (AC Transit, Muni[image: External link], SamTrans[image: External link], VTA[image: External link], Golden Gate Transit[image: External link], County Connection[image: External link]), and additional systems serving smaller areas. There are four rapid transit[image: External link] and regional rail[image: External link] systems including BART and Caltrain[image: External link] and two light rail[image: External link] systems (San Francisco Muni Metro[image: External link] and VTA Light-rail[image: External link]). There are also several regional rail lines provided by Amtrak[image: External link], notably the Capitol Corridor[image: External link]. In addition to rail lines, there are multiple public and private ferry services (notably Golden Gate Ferry[image: External link] and Blue and Gold Fleet[image: External link]), which are being expanded by the San Francisco Bay Water Transit Authority[image: External link]. The regional ferry hub is San Francisco Ferry Building[image: External link]. AC Transit and some other agencies provide an extensive network of express "transbay" commuter buses from the suburbs to the San Francisco Transbay Terminal[image: External link].

The freeway and highway system is very extensive; however, many freeways are congested[image: External link] particularly during rush hour[image: External link], especially the two immediately adjacent trans-bay bridges (Golden Gate[image: External link] and Bay Bridge[image: External link]). Also, some city streets in San Francisco are the terminus where gaps occur in the system, partly the result of the Freeway Revolt[image: External link] (SF Board of Supervisors[image: External link] decisions made in 1959, 1964 and 1966), which prevented a freeway-only thoroughfare through San Francisco between the San Francisco–Oakland Bay Bridge[image: External link] western terminus of (Interstate 80[image: External link]) with the southern terminus of the Golden Gate Bridge, and U.S. 101[image: External link]. Also, damages to the system in the 1989 Loma Prieta earthquake[image: External link] to several of the freeway structures that sparked the revolt were removed instead of being reinforced or rebuilt.
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 Higher education




The region is home to many colleges[image: External link] and seminaries[image: External link], most notably the University of California, Berkeley[image: External link], the University of California, San Francisco[image: External link] and Stanford University[image: External link]. In addition, the Bay Area is home to two of the twenty-eight Jesuit universities[image: External link] in the U.S.: Santa Clara University[image: External link] (founded in 1851), and University of San Francisco[image: External link] (1855); these are also two of the three oldest California colleges. The third, San Jose State University[image: External link], is the founding campus of the California State University (CSU) system, and is the oldest public institution of higher education on the West Coast of the United States[image: External link].[81] Saint Mary's College of California[image: External link] was founded in 1863 by the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of San Francisco. In 2008, there were approximately 588,000 students enrolled in college or graduate school.[82] The San Francisco Bay Area population is near the top in the Nation for overall education level with approximately 41 percent of residents aged 25 years and over having a bachelor's degree or higher. The San Francisco and San Jose Primary Metropolitan Statistical Areas rank third and fourth in college graduates, ahead of Boston and behind only Boulder–Longmont, CO PMSA[image: External link] and Stamford–Norwalk, CT PMSA[image: External link]. The Oakland PMSA ranks eleventh.[83]



	
Public


	Berkeley City College[image: External link]

	California Maritime Academy[image: External link]

	
California State University, East Bay[image: External link] (Hayward)

	
Cañada College[image: External link], Redwood City

	
Chabot College[image: External link], Hayward

	City College of San Francisco[image: External link]

	College of Alameda[image: External link]

	
College of Marin[image: External link], Kentfield

	College of San Mateo[image: External link]

	
Contra Costa College[image: External link], San Pablo

	
De Anza College[image: External link], Cupertino

	
Diablo Valley College[image: External link], Pleasant Hill

	
Evergreen Valley College[image: External link], San Jose

	
Foothill College[image: External link], Los Altos Hills

	
Gavilan College[image: External link], Gilroy

	
Laney College, Oakland

	
Las Positas College[image: External link], Livermore

	
Los Medanos College[image: External link], Pittsburg

	
Merritt College, Oakland

	
Mission College[image: External link], Santa Clara

	
Napa Valley College[image: External link], Napa

	
Ohlone College[image: External link], Fremont

	San Francisco State University[image: External link]

	San Jose City College[image: External link]

	San Jose State University[image: External link]

	Santa Rosa Junior College[image: External link]

	Sonoma State University[image: External link]

	
Skyline College[image: External link], San Bruno

	
Solano Community College[image: External link], Fairfield

	
West Valley College[image: External link], Saratoga

	University of California, Berkeley[image: External link]

	University of California, Hastings College of the Law[image: External link]

	University of California, San Francisco[image: External link]

	University of California, Santa Cruz[image: External link]



Seminaries


	American Baptist Seminary of the West[image: External link]

	
The Church Divinity School of the Pacific[image: External link] ( Episcopal[image: External link])

	Dominican School of Philosophy and Theology[image: External link]

	Franciscan School of Theology[image: External link]

	Fuller Northern California[image: External link]

	Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary[image: External link]

	
Graduate Theological Union[image: External link]

	Institute of Buddhist Studies[image: External link]

	Center for Theology and the Natural Sciences[image: External link]





	Jesuit School of Theology at Berkeley[image: External link]

	
Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary[image: External link] (ELCA, Berkeley)

	
Pacific School of Religion[image: External link] ( UCC[image: External link], Disciples[image: External link] & Methodist[image: External link])

	Saint Patrick Seminary[image: External link]

	
San Francisco Theological Seminary[image: External link] ( Presbyterian[image: External link])

	
Starr King School for the Ministry[image: External link] (Unitarian Universalist[image: External link])

	Zaytuna Institute[image: External link]




	
Private


	Academy of Art University[image: External link]

	The Art Institute of California – San Francisco[image: External link]

	California College of the Arts

	California Culinary Academy[image: External link]

	California Institute of Integral Studies[image: External link]

	Carnegie Mellon Silicon Valley[image: External link]

	Cogswell Polytechnical College[image: External link]

	Culinary Institute of America at Greystone[image: External link]

	DeVry University[image: External link]

	Dominican University[image: External link]

	Ex'pression College for Digital Arts[image: External link]

	Fashion Institute of Design and Merchandising[image: External link]

	Five Branches University[image: External link]

	Golden Gate University[image: External link]

	Holy Names University

	Herguan University[image: External link]

	Hult International Business School[image: External link]

	Institute of Transpersonal Psychology[image: External link]

	International Technological University[image: External link]

	John F. Kennedy University[image: External link]

	Lincoln Law School of San Jose[image: External link]

	Lincoln University (California)

	Menlo College[image: External link]

	Mills College

	Minerva Schools at KGI[image: External link]

	National Hispanic University[image: External link]

	New College of California[image: External link]

	Northwestern Polytechnic University[image: External link]

	Notre Dame de Namur University[image: External link]

	
Palo Alto University[image: External link] (formerly known as the Pacific Graduate School of Psychology)

	Pacific Union College[image: External link]

	Palmer College of Chiropractic West[image: External link]

	Patten University

	Presidio School of Management[image: External link]

	Saint Mary's College of California[image: External link]

	San Francisco Art Institute[image: External link]

	San Francisco Conservatory of Music[image: External link]

	San Francisco Law School[image: External link]

	Santa Clara University[image: External link]

	Saybrook Graduate School and Research Center[image: External link]

	Silicon Valley University[image: External link]

	Stanford University[image: External link]

	Touro University California[image: External link]

	University of Northern California[image: External link]

	
University of Phoenix[image: External link] North Bay Fairfield Campus

	
University of Phoenix[image: External link] San Jose Campus

	University of San Francisco[image: External link]

	Silicon Valley Technical Institute[image: External link]

	Wharton West—Executive MBA Program (University of Pennsylvania)
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 Culture




The Bay Area is host to numerous cultural events, including annual festivals and fairs[image: External link]. Many prominent writers[image: External link] make their homes there, and have developed a local literary culture, with a supportive network of booksellers, focused on the Northern California Independent Booksellers Association.
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 Art




See: Art in the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link]
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 Sports




See: Sports in the San Francisco Bay Area




	Team
	Sport
	League
	Venue



	San Jose Earthquakes[image: External link]
	Soccer[image: External link]
	Major League Soccer
	Avaya Stadium[image: External link]



	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	Football
	National Football League – National Conference[image: External link]
	Levi's Stadium[image: External link]



	Oakland Raiders
	Football
	National Football League – American Conference[image: External link]
	O.co Coliseum[image: External link]



	San Francisco Giants
	Baseball
	Major League Baseball – National League[image: External link]
	AT&T Park[image: External link]



	Oakland Athletics
	Baseball
	Major League Baseball – American League[image: External link]
	O.co Coliseum[image: External link]



	Golden State Warriors
	Basketball[image: External link]
	National Basketball Association
	Oracle Arena



	San Jose Sharks
	Ice hockey
	National Hockey League
	SAP Center at San Jose[image: External link]



	San Francisco Nighthawks[image: External link]
	Soccer
	Women's Premier Soccer League[image: External link]
	Kezar Stadium[image: External link]



	San Jose Giants
	Baseball
	Minor League Baseball[image: External link] – California League
	San Jose Municipal Stadium[image: External link]





	
NCAA[image: External link] Division I[image: External link] College Sports




	
California Golden Bears[image: External link] ( FBS[image: External link])

	Saint Mary's College Gaels[image: External link]

	San Francisco Dons

	
San Jose State Spartans ( FBS[image: External link])

	Santa Clara Broncos[image: External link]

	
Stanford Cardinal ( FBS[image: External link])
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 Motorsports





	Also, Infineon Raceway[image: External link] (Sonoma, California) is a motorsport track which currently hosts NASCAR Sprint Cup Series[image: External link] and IndyCar Series[image: External link] races.




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Music
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 Classic rock




San Francisco proper was headquarters for the hippie[image: External link] counterculture of the 1960s[image: External link] and the music scene that became associated with it. One of the area's most notable acts was The Grateful Dead[image: External link], formed in 1965, who played regularly at the legendary venue The Fillmore Auditorium[image: External link]. Other local artists in that movement included Jefferson Airplane[image: External link] and Janis Joplin[image: External link]; all three would be closely associated with the 1967 Summer of Love[image: External link]. Jimi Hendrix[image: External link], although born in Seattle[image: External link] and later a resident of London, England, had strong connections to the movement and the metropolitan Bay area, as he lived in Berkeley for a brief time as a child and played many local venues in that decade. Creedence Clearwater Revival[image: External link] (of El Cerrito[image: External link]) would gain traction as an associated band of the anti-Vietnam war movement[image: External link]. Rock and Roll Hall of Fame legend Neil Young[image: External link] has lived in the Bay Area in La Honda, CA[image: External link] for more than 40 years. Carlos Santana[image: External link] from San Francisco became famous in the late 1960s and early 1970s with his Santana band[image: External link] which pioneered a blend of rock, salsa, and jazz fusion. Journey[image: External link] formed in 1973 in San Francisco, by former members of Santana. The Doobie Brothers[image: External link], from San Jose, had a successful career with several albums earning RIAA[image: External link] gold certification. The early 1970s sounds of the Tower of Power[image: External link] from Oakland, Sly and the Family Stone[image: External link] and Pablo Cruise[image: External link] all came from the Bay Area.
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 Heavy metal




During the 1980s and early 1990s, the Bay Area was home to one of the largest and most influential thrash metal[image: External link] scenes in the world, containing acts like Metallica[image: External link] (although Metallica had initially formed in Los Angeles, it was not until their relocation to El Cerrito in 1983 that Cliff Burton[image: External link] and Kirk Hammett[image: External link] joined as bassist and lead guitarist), Exodus[image: External link], Laaz Rockit[image: External link], Death Angel[image: External link], Vio-lence[image: External link], Forbidden[image: External link], and Testament[image: External link].

Many death metal[image: External link] bands had also formed in the area, including Autopsy[image: External link], Possessed[image: External link] (considered one of the first in the genre), and in the '90s, Impaled[image: External link], Exhumed[image: External link] and Vile[image: External link].

Also, an avant-garde metal[image: External link] scene has emerged in the Bay Area with bands such as Giant Squid[image: External link], Grayceon[image: External link], and Ludicra[image: External link].[84]

Sludge[image: External link] band Neurosis[image: External link] and groove metal[image: External link]/ post-thrash[image: External link] bands Machine Head[image: External link] and Skinlab[image: External link] formed in Oakland. In the alternative metal[image: External link] and nu metal[image: External link] scenes worldwide, Faith No More[image: External link] (from San Francisco) and Primus[image: External link] (from El Sobrante, and featuring former Possessed guitarist Larry LaLonde[image: External link]) have been considered progenitors to both subgenres.[85][86]

Heavy metal/hard rock icon Joe Satriani[image: External link] also hails from the Bay Area ( Berkeley[image: External link]).
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 Alternative rock




Many bands of the 1990s post-grunge[image: External link] era started and still reside in the Bay Area, including Third Eye Blind[image: External link] (of San Francisco), Counting Crows[image: External link] (of Berkeley) and Smash Mouth[image: External link] (of San Jose), all of whom have received extensive radio play across the world and released multi-platinum records during their career.
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 Punk




The Bay Area saw a large punk[image: External link] movement from the 1970s to the present. Bands such as the Dead Kennedys[image: External link], The Avengers[image: External link], Flipper[image: External link], D.R.I.[image: External link], M.D.C.[image: External link] and Operation Ivy[image: External link] were popular in the '70s and '80s, with later bands such as Rancid[image: External link], Green Day[image: External link] and AFI[image: External link] all coming out of Berkeley[image: External link]. The Dwarves[image: External link] are residents of San Francisco, and are considered to be pioneers of the punk and hardcore movement.
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 Rap and hip hop




The Bay Area is the home of the hyphy[image: External link] movement, which started in the early to mid-'90s. The genre which was pioneered by rappers Andre "Mac Dre" Hicks[image: External link], Too Short[image: External link], Keak Da Sneak[image: External link], Mistah Fab[image: External link], E-40[image: External link], DJ King Assassin[image: External link] and Yukmouth[image: External link], is now becoming more popular throughout the world. Hyphy themes such as ghost riding, thizzin' and going dumb are now common in other parts of the country. The Bay Area was also home to rap legend Tupac Shakur[image: External link] who lived in Marin City[image: External link], about 5 miles (8.0 km) north of San Francisco. The rap group Digital Underground[image: External link] originally hailed from Oakland. MC Hammer[image: External link], and the Hieroglyphics[image: External link] hip hop crew, which is composed of local artists including the Souls of Mischief[image: External link] and Del tha Funkee Homosapien[image: External link]. Cindy Herron[image: External link] of En'Vogue attended Balboa High School in the late 1970s.
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 Media




See: Media in San Francisco[image: External link]


The Bay Area is one of the largest media markets[image: External link] in the United States.

According to Nielsen Media Research[image: External link], the Bay Area ranks (as of the 2005–2006 television season[image: External link]) as the nation's sixth-largest "Designated Market Area (DMA)", with 2,355,740 "TV Homes", representing 2.137% of the United States Total.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The major newspapers are the San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link] and the San Jose Mercury News[image: External link]. Local television channels include KTVU[image: External link] 2 (FOX), KRON-TV[image: External link] 4 (myNetworkTV), KPIX[image: External link] 5 (CBS), KGO-TV[image: External link] 7 (ABC), KQED-TV[image: External link] 9 (PBS), KNTV[image: External link] 11 (NBC), KBCW[image: External link] 44/45 (CW), KQEH[image: External link] 54 (PBS), and KKPX[image: External link] 65 ( Ion[image: External link]). Radio stations serving the area include: KQED-FM[image: External link], KMVQ[image: External link], KOSF[image: External link], and KGO-AM[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Regional counties, cities, and suburbs
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 Counties





	
Alameda County (737 sq. mi., excluding water)

	
Contra Costa County[image: External link] (720 sq. mi., excluding water)

	
Marin County[image: External link] (520 sq. mi., excluding water)

	
Napa County[image: External link] (754 sq. mi., excluding water)

	
San Francisco County[image: External link] (47 sq. mi., excluding water)

	
San Mateo County[image: External link] (449 sq. mi., excluding water)

	
Santa Clara County[image: External link] (1,291 sq. mi., excluding water)

	
Solano County[image: External link] (829 sq. mi., excluding water)

	
Sonoma County[image: External link] (1,576 sq. mi., excluding water)
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 Cities and towns





	List of cities and towns in the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link]
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	Coastal California[image: External link]

	Ecology of the San Francisco Estuary[image: External link]
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List of NBA Champions





The National Basketball Association (NBA) (formerly Basketball Association of America (BAA) from 1946–49) Finals[image: External link] is the championship series for the NBA and the conclusion of the NBA's postseason[image: External link]. All Finals have been played in a best-of-seven format[image: External link], and contested between the winners of the Eastern Conference[image: External link] and the Western Conference[image: External link] (formerly Divisions before 1970), except in 1950[image: External link] in which the Eastern Division champion faced the winner between the Western and Central Division champions. Prior to 1949[image: External link], the playoffs were instituted a three-stage tournament where the two semifinal winners played each other in the finals.[1][2][3] The winning team of the series receives the Larry O'Brien Championship Trophy.

The home-and-away format in the NBA Finals is in a 2–2–1–1–1 format (the team with the better regular season record plays on their home court in Games 1, 2, 5 and 7). It was previously in a 2–3–2 format (the team with the better regular season record plays on their home court in Games 1, 2, 6 and 7) during 1949[image: External link], 1953[image: External link]– 1955[image: External link], and 1985[image: External link]– 2013[image: External link],[4][5][6][7][8][9] in a 1–1–1–1–1–1–1 format during 1956 and 1971[image: External link][10][11] and in a 1–2–2–1–1 format during 1975 and 1978[image: External link].[12][13]

The Eastern Conference/Division leads the Western Conference/Division in series won (38–32). The defunct Central Division won one championship. The Boston Celtics and the Minneapolis/Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] alone own almost half of the titles, having won a combined 33 of 70 championships.

Trophies






Walter A. Brown Trophy

The trophy was originally referred to as the NBA Finals trophy,[14] but was renamed in 1964 after Walter A. Brown[image: External link], the original owner of the Boston Celtics who was instrumental in merging the BAA and the National Basketball League into the NBA in 1949.[15][16]

The original trophy was awarded to the BAA/NBA champions from 1947 to 1976. The trophy was kept by the winning team for one year and given to the winning team of the following year's finals, unless the previous team won again, much like the NHL's Stanley Cup[image: External link], which continues that tradition to this day.

A new trophy design was created for the 1977 NBA Finals[image: External link], although it retained the Walter A. Brown title. Unlike the original championship trophy, the new trophy was given permanently to the winning team and a new one was made every year.

The inaugural winners of the trophy were the Philadelphia Warriors, who defeated the Chicago Stags[image: External link].[17] The Boston Celtics won the trophy 14 times, the most in league history. From 1957 to 1969, they won the NBA Finals 11 out of 13 times, including eight consecutive wins. The final winners of the trophy were the Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link], who defeated the Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] in the 1983 NBA Finals[image: External link].

Larry O'Brien Championship Trophy

See: Larry O'Brien Championship Trophy


In 1984, the trophy was renamed to the Larry O'Brien Championship Trophy, in honor of Larry O'Brien, who served as NBA commissioner from 1975 to 1983.[18]

The current trophy is made out of 14.5 pounds of sterling silver and vermeil[image: External link] with a 24 karat gold overlay and stands 2 feet (0.61 m) tall. It is designed to look like a basketball about to enter a net. The year and team names are engraved on the trophies, which are often prominently displayed in the winning team's arena.[19][20][21]

The Boston Celtics[image: External link] were the inaugural winners of the renamed trophy, defeating the Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] in seven games (4–3) in the 1984 NBA Finals[image: External link].[22] The Los Angeles Lakers have won the trophy eight times, the Chicago Bulls[image: External link] have won it six times,[23] and the San Antonio Spurs have won it five times.

Champions

Legend



	Bold
	Winning team of the NBA Finals[image: External link]




	
	Had or tied for the best regular season record for that season



	(#)
	Playoff seed




BAA champions



	Year
	Western champion
	Result
	Eastern champion
	Reference



	1947
	Chicago Stags[image: External link]
	1–4
	Philadelphia Warriors
	[24]



	1948
	Baltimore Bullets[image: External link]
	4–2
	Philadelphia Warriors
	[25]



	1949[image: External link]
	Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link]
	4–2
	Washington Capitols[image: External link]
	[26]




NBA champions



	Year
	Western champion
	Result
	Eastern champion
	Reference



	1950[image: External link]
	Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link][a]
	4–2
	Syracuse Nationals[image: External link]
	[27][28]



	1951[image: External link]
	Rochester Royals[image: External link] (2)
	4–3
	New York Knicks[image: External link] (3)
	[29]



	1952[image: External link]
	Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link] (2)
	4–3
	New York Knicks[image: External link] (3)
	[30]



	1953[image: External link]
	Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link] (1)
	4–1
	New York Knicks[image: External link] (1)
	[31]



	1954[image: External link]
	Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link] (1)
	4–3
	Syracuse Nationals[image: External link] (1)
	[32]



	1955[image: External link]
	Fort Wayne Pistons[image: External link] (1)
	3–4
	Syracuse Nationals[image: External link] (1)
	[33]



	1956
	Fort Wayne Pistons[image: External link] (1)
	1–4
	Philadelphia Warriors (1)
	[34]



	1957[image: External link]
	St. Louis Hawks[image: External link] (1)
	3–4
	Boston Celtics[image: External link] (1)
	[35]



	1958[image: External link]
	St. Louis Hawks[image: External link] (1)
	4–2
	Boston Celtics[image: External link] (1)
	[36]



	1959[image: External link]
	Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link] (2)
	0–4
	Boston Celtics[image: External link] (1)
	[37]



	1960[image: External link]
	St. Louis Hawks[image: External link] (1)
	3–4
	Boston Celtics[image: External link] (1)
	[38]



	1961[image: External link]
	St. Louis Hawks[image: External link] (1)
	1–4
	Boston Celtics[image: External link] (1)
	[39]



	1962[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (1)
	3–4
	Boston Celtics[image: External link] (1)
	[40]



	1963[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (1)
	2–4
	Boston Celtics[image: External link] (1)
	[41]



	1964[b]
	San Francisco Warriors (1)
	1–4
	Boston Celtics[image: External link] (1)
	[42]



	1965[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (1)
	1–4
	Boston Celtics[image: External link] (1)
	[43]



	1966[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (1)
	3–4
	Boston Celtics[image: External link] (2)
	[44]



	1967
	San Francisco Warriors (1)
	2–4
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] (1)
	[45]



	1968[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (2)
	2–4
	Boston Celtics[image: External link] (2)
	[46]



	1969[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (1)
	3–4
	Boston Celtics[image: External link] (4)
	[47]



	1970[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (2)
	3–4
	New York Knicks[image: External link] (1)
	[48]



	1971[image: External link]
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link] (1)
	4–0
	Baltimore Bullets[image: External link] (1)
	[49]



	1972[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (1)
	4–1
	New York Knicks[image: External link] (2)
	[50]



	1973[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (2)
	1–4
	New York Knicks[image: External link] (2)
	[51]



	1974[image: External link]
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link] (1)
	3–4
	Boston Celtics[image: External link] (1)
	[52]



	1975
	Golden State Warriors (1)
	4–0
	Washington Bullets[image: External link] (2)
	[53]



	1976[image: External link]
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link] (3)
	2–4
	Boston Celtics[image: External link] (1)
	[54]



	1977[image: External link][c]
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link] (3)
	4–2
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] (1)
	[55]



	1978[image: External link]
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link] (4)
	3–4
	Washington Bullets[image: External link] (3)
	[56]



	1979[image: External link]
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link] (1)
	4–1
	Washington Bullets[image: External link] (1)
	[57]



	1980[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (1)
	4–2
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] (3)
	[58]



	1981[image: External link]
	Houston Rockets[image: External link] (6)
	2–4
	Boston Celtics[image: External link] (1)
	[59]



	1982[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (1)
	4–2
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] (3)
	[60]



	1983[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (1)
	0–4
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] (1)
	[61]



	1984[image: External link][d]
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (1)
	3–4
	Boston Celtics[image: External link] (1)
	[22]



	1985[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (1)
	4–2
	Boston Celtics[image: External link] (1)
	[62]



	1986[image: External link]
	Houston Rockets[image: External link] (2)
	2–4
	Boston Celtics[image: External link] (1)
	[63]



	1987[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (1)
	4–2
	Boston Celtics[image: External link] (1)
	[64]



	1988[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (1)
	4–3
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link] (2)
	[65]



	1989[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (1)
	0–4
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link] (1)
	[66]



	1990[image: External link]
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link] (3)
	1–4
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link] (1)
	[67]



	1991[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (3)
	1–4
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link] (1)
	[68]



	1992[image: External link]
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link] (1)
	2–4
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link] (1)
	[69]



	1993[image: External link]
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link] (1)
	2–4
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link] (2)
	[70]



	1994[image: External link]
	Houston Rockets (2)
	4–3
	New York Knicks[image: External link] (2)
	[71]



	1995[image: External link]
	Houston Rockets[image: External link] (6)
	4–0
	Orlando Magic[image: External link] (1)
	[72]



	1996[image: External link]
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link] (1)
	2–4
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link] (1)
	[73]



	1997[image: External link]
	Utah Jazz[image: External link] (1)
	2–4
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link] (1)
	[74]



	1998[image: External link]
	Utah Jazz[image: External link] (1)
	2–4
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link] (1)
	[75]



	1999[image: External link][e]
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] (1)
	4–1
	New York Knicks[image: External link] (8)
	[77]



	2000[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (1)
	4–2
	Indiana Pacers[image: External link] (1)
	[78]



	2001[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (2)
	4–1
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] (1)
	[79]



	2002[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (3)
	4–0
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link] (1)
	[80]



	2003[image: External link]
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] (1)
	4–2
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link] (2)
	[81]



	2004[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (2)
	1–4
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link] (3)
	[82]



	2005[image: External link]
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] (2)
	4–3
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link] (2)
	[83]



	2006[image: External link]
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link] (4)
	2–4
	Miami Heat[image: External link] (2)
	[84]



	2007[image: External link]
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] (3)
	4–0
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link] (2)
	[85]



	2008[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (1)
	2–4
	Boston Celtics[image: External link] (1)
	[86]



	2009[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (1)
	4–1
	Orlando Magic[image: External link] (3)
	[87]



	2010[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (1)
	4–3
	Boston Celtics[image: External link] (4)
	[88]



	2011[image: External link]
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link] (3)
	4–2
	Miami Heat[image: External link] (2)
	[89]



	2012[image: External link][f]
	Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link] (2)
	1–4
	Miami Heat[image: External link] (2)
	[92]



	2013[image: External link]
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] (2)
	3–4
	Miami Heat (1)
	[93]



	2014[image: External link]
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] (1)
	4–1
	Miami Heat[image: External link] (2)
	[94]



	2015
	Golden State Warriors (1)
	4–2
	Cleveland Cavaliers (2)
	[95]



	2016
	Golden State Warriors (1) 
	3–4
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link] (1)
	[96]




Results by teams



	Teams
	Win
	Loss
	Total
	Year(s) won
	Year(s) lost



	Boston Celtics
	17
	4
	21
	1957[image: External link], 1959[image: External link], 1960[image: External link], 1961[image: External link], 1962[image: External link], 1963[image: External link], 1964, 1965[image: External link], 1966[image: External link], 1968[image: External link], 1969[image: External link], 1974[image: External link], 1976[image: External link], 1981[image: External link], 1984[image: External link], 1986[image: External link], 2008[image: External link]
	1958[image: External link], 1985[image: External link], 1987[image: External link], 2010[image: External link]



	Minneapolis/Los Angeles Lakers
	16
	15
	31
	1949[image: External link], 1950[image: External link], 1952[image: External link], 1953[image: External link], 1954[image: External link], 1972[image: External link], 1980[image: External link], 1982[image: External link], 1985[image: External link], 1987[image: External link], 1988[image: External link], 2000[image: External link], 2001[image: External link], 2002[image: External link], 2009[image: External link], 2010[image: External link]
	1959[image: External link], 1962[image: External link], 1963[image: External link], 1965[image: External link], 1966[image: External link], 1968[image: External link], 1969[image: External link], 1970[image: External link], 1973[image: External link], 1983[image: External link], 1984[image: External link], 1989[image: External link], 1991[image: External link], 2004[image: External link], 2008[image: External link]



	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	6
	0
	6
	1991[image: External link], 1992[image: External link], 1993[image: External link], 1996[image: External link], 1997[image: External link], 1998[image: External link]
	—



	San Antonio Spurs
	5
	1
	6
	1999[image: External link], 2003[image: External link], 2005[image: External link], 2007[image: External link], 2014[image: External link]
	2013[image: External link]



	Philadelphia/San Francisco[image: External link]/Golden State Warriors
	4
	4
	8
	1947, 1956, 1975, 2015
	1948, 1964, 1967, 2016



	Syracuse Nationals/Philadelphia 76ers
	3
	6
	9
	1955[image: External link], 1967, 1983[image: External link]
	1950[image: External link], 1954[image: External link], 1977[image: External link], 1980[image: External link], 1982[image: External link], 2001[image: External link]



	Fort Wayne Pistons/Detroit Pistons
	3
	4
	7
	1989[image: External link], 1990[image: External link], 2004[image: External link]
	1955[image: External link], 1956, 1988[image: External link], 2005[image: External link]



	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	3
	2
	5
	2006[image: External link], 2012[image: External link], 2013[image: External link]
	2011[image: External link], 2014[image: External link]



	New York Knicks
	2
	6
	8
	1970[image: External link], 1973[image: External link]
	1951[image: External link], 1952[image: External link], 1953[image: External link], 1972[image: External link], 1994[image: External link], 1999[image: External link]



	Houston Rockets
	2
	2
	4
	1994[image: External link], 1995[image: External link]
	1981[image: External link], 1986[image: External link]



	St. Louis/Atlanta Hawks
	1
	3
	4
	1958[image: External link]
	1957[image: External link], 1960[image: External link], 1961[image: External link]



	Baltimore/Washington Bullets/Washington Wizards
	1
	3
	4
	1978[image: External link]
	1971[image: External link], 1975, 1979[image: External link]



	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]/Oklahoma City Thunder
	1
	3
	4
	1979[image: External link]
	1978[image: External link], 1996[image: External link], 2012[image: External link]



	Cleveland Cavaliers
	1
	2
	3
	2016
	2007[image: External link], 2015



	Portland Trail Blazers
	1
	2
	3
	1977[image: External link]
	1990[image: External link], 1992[image: External link]



	Milwaukee Bucks
	1
	1
	2
	1971[image: External link]
	1974[image: External link]



	Dallas Mavericks
	1
	1
	2
	2011[image: External link]
	2006[image: External link]



	Baltimore Bullets (original)[image: External link] (folded in 1954)[g]
	1
	0
	1
	1948
	—



	Rochester[image: External link]/Cincinnati Royals[image: External link]/Kansas City[image: External link]/Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	1
	0
	1
	1951[image: External link]
	—



	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	0
	2
	2
	—
	1976[image: External link], 1993[image: External link]



	New Orleans[image: External link]/Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	0
	2
	2
	—
	1997[image: External link], 1998[image: External link]



	New Jersey/Brooklyn Nets
	0
	2
	2
	—
	2002[image: External link], 2003[image: External link]



	Orlando Magic
	0
	2
	2
	—
	1995[image: External link], 2009[image: External link]



	Chicago Stags (folded in 1950)
	0
	1
	1
	—
	1947



	Washington Capitols[image: External link] (folded in 1951)
	0
	1
	1
	—
	1949[image: External link]



	Indiana Pacers
	0
	1
	1
	—
	2000[image: External link]



	Buffalo Braves[image: External link]/San Diego/Los Angeles Clippers
	—
	—
	—
	
	



	Vancouver/Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	—
	—
	—
	
	



	Charlotte Bobcats/Hornets
	—
	—
	—
	
	



	Denver Nuggets
	—
	—
	—
	
	



	New Orleans Hornets/Pelicans
	—
	—
	—
	
	



	Toronto Raptors
	—
	—
	—
	
	



	Minnesota Timberwolves
	—
	—
	—
	
	




Notes



	
^ Due to the NBA's realignment into three divisions, the team with the best regular season record after the Divisional Finals advanced automatically to the NBA Finals while the other two teams faced off in the NBA Semifinals to determine the other finalist. Eastern Division champion Syracuse had the best regular season record among the division champions, causing Central Division (no relation to the current Central Division) champion Minneapolis to face Western Division champion Anderson Packers[image: External link] in the NBA Semifinals.[27]


	
^ The trophy was renamed for Walter A. Brown[image: External link].


	
^ The trophy was replaced by a new design.[19][20]


	
^ The trophy was renamed for Larry O'Brien[image: External link].


	
^ Due to a lockout[image: External link], the season did not start until February 5, 1999, and all 29 teams played a shortened 50-game regular season schedule.[76]


	
^ Due to a lockout[image: External link], the season did not start until December 25, 2011 and all 30 teams played a shortened 66-game regular season schedule.[90][91]


	
^ Not affiliated with the present-day Washington Wizards who were known as the Baltimore/Capital/Washington Bullets from 1963 to 1997.






See also


	NBA Playoffs[image: External link]

	Bill Russell NBA Finals Most Valuable Player Award

	List of NBA Development League champions[image: External link]

	List of NBA championship head coaches

	List of NBA players with most championships[image: External link]
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2014–15 Cleveland Cavaliers Season





The 2014–15[image: External link] Cleveland Cavaliers season was the 45th season of the franchise in the National Basketball Association (NBA). The season was marked by the publicity the team received by signing free agent forward LeBron James and trading for forward Kevin Love[image: External link]. These All-Star players, added with All-Star guard Kyrie Irving[image: External link], were dubbed nationally as the "Big Three".[1] A sub-.500 team the previous four seasons, the Cavaliers won the Central division with a 53–29 record. Despite losing key players to injuries, their run continued until deep in the NBA Playoffs. The Cavaliers' season ended with a 2–4 series loss to the Golden State Warriors in the NBA Finals.
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 Draft picks




See: 2014 NBA draft[image: External link]




	Round
	Pick
	Player
	Position
	Nationality
	College/Club team



	1
	1
	Andrew Wiggins[image: External link]
	SG/SF[image: External link]
	 Canada
	Kansas[image: External link]



	2
	33
	Joe Harris[image: External link]
	SG[image: External link]
	 United States
	Virginia
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	2014 pre-season game log

Total: 5–2 (Home: 4–1; Road: 1–1)



	

Pre-season: 5–2 (Home: 4–1; Road: 1–1)







	2014–15 pre-season schedule[image: External link]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Regular season
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 Standings






	Central Division
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div
	GP



	y-Cleveland Cavaliers
	53
	29
	.646
	0.0
	31–10
	22–19
	11–5
	82



	x-Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	3.0
	27–14
	23–18
	8–8
	82



	x-Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	12.0
	23–18
	18–23
	7–9
	82



	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	38
	44
	.463
	15.0
	23–18
	15–26
	8–8
	82



	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	32
	50
	.390
	21.0
	18–23
	14–27
	6–10
	82









	Eastern Conference[image: External link]



	#
	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	GP



	1
	c-Atlanta Hawks[image: External link] *
	60
	22
	.732
	–
	82



	2
	y-Cleveland Cavaliers *
	53
	29
	.646
	7.0
	82



	3
	x-Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	10.0
	82



	4
	y-Toronto Raptors[image: External link] *
	49
	33
	.598
	11.0
	82



	5
	x-Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	46
	36
	.561
	14.0
	82



	6
	x-Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	19.0
	82



	7
	x-Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	40
	42
	.488
	20.0
	82



	8
	x-Brooklyn Nets[image: External link]
	38
	44
	.463
	22.0
	82



	



	9
	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	38
	44
	.463
	22.0
	82



	10
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	37
	45
	.451
	23.0
	82



	11
	Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]
	33
	49
	.402
	27.0
	82



	12
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	32
	50
	.390
	28.0
	82



	13
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	25
	57
	.305
	35.0
	82



	14
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	18
	64
	.220
	42.0
	82



	15
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	17
	65
	.207
	43.0
	82
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	2014–15 game log

Total: 53–29 (Home: 31–10; Road: 22–19)



	

October: 1–1 (Home: 0–1; Road: 1–0)







	

November : 7–6 (Home: 5–3; Road: 2–3)







	

December : 10–7 (Home: 6–3; Road: 4–4)







	

January: 11–6 (Home: 6–2; Road: 5–4)







	

February: 8–3 (Home: 5–0; Road: 3–3)







	

March : 11–4 (Home: 5–0; Road: 6–4)







	

April : 5–2 (Home: 4–1; Road: 1–1)







	2014–15 season schedule[image: External link]





	Detailed records






	


	Eastern Conference



	Opponent
	Home
	Away
	Total
	Points scored
	Points against



	Atlantic Division



	Boston Celtics



	Brooklyn Nets



	New York Knicks



	Philadelphia 76ers



	Toronto Raptors



	



	Central Division



	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]



	Cleveland Cavaliers
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–



	Detroit Pistons



	Indiana Pacers



	Milwaukee Bucks



	



	Southeast Division



	Atlanta Hawks
	1–1
	0–2
	1–3
	423
	436



	Charlotte Hornets



	Miami Heat[image: External link]



	Orlando Magic



	Washington Wizards



	





	


	Western Conference



	Opponent
	Home
	Away
	Total
	Points scored
	Points against



	Northwest Division



	Denver Nuggets



	Minnesota Timberwolves



	Oklahoma City Thunder



	Portland Trail Blazers



	Utah Jazz[image: External link]



	



	Pacific Division



	Golden State Warriors



	Los Angeles Clippers



	Los Angeles Lakers



	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]



	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]



	



	Southwest Division



	Dallas Mavericks



	Houston Rockets



	Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]



	New Orleans Pelicans



	San Antonio Spurs
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 Playoffs






	2015 playoff game log

Total: 14–6 (Home: 7–3; Road: 7–3)



	

First Round: 4–0 (Home: 2–0; Road: 2–0)







	

Conference Semifinals: 4–2 (Home: 2–1; Road: 2–1)







	

Eastern Conference Finals: 4–0 (Home: 2–0; Road: 2–0)







	

NBA Finals: 2–4 (Home: 1–2; Road: 1–2)







	2015 playoff schedule[image: External link]
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 Player statistics






	Legend



	  GP
	Games played
	  GS 
	Games started
	 MPG 
	Minutes[image: External link] per game



	 FG% 
	Field-goal[image: External link] percentage
	 3P% 
	3-point field-goal percentage
	 FT% 
	Free-throw[image: External link] percentage



	 RPG 
	Rebounds[image: External link] per game
	 APG 
	Assists[image: External link] per game
	 SPG 
	Steals[image: External link] per game



	 BPG 
	Blocks[image: External link] per game
	 PPG 
	Points[image: External link] per game
	
	






	Sabremetrics



	 TS% 
	True shooting percentage[image: External link]
	eFG%
	Effective field goal percentage
	ORB%
	Offensive rebound percentage[image: External link]



	DRB%
	Defensive rebound percentage[image: External link]
	TRB%
	Total rebound percentage[image: External link]
	AST%
	Assist percentage



	STL%
	Steal percentage
	BLK%
	Block percentage
	TOV%
	Turnover percentage



	USG%
	Usage percentage
	ORtg
	Offensive rating[image: External link]
	DRtg
	Defensive rating[image: External link]



	 PER 
	Player efficiency rating[image: External link]
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 Summer League






	Player
	GP
	GS
	MPG
	FG%
	3FG%
	FT%
	RPG
	APG
	SPG
	BPG
	PPG



	Bennett, AnthonyAnthony Bennett[image: External link]
	4
	4
	29.8
	.426
	.250
	.600
	7.8
	0.8
	0.8
	0.0
	13.3



	Cherry, WillWill Cherry[image: External link]
	5
	2
	25.2
	.251
	.235
	.714
	4.0
	3.0
	0.2
	0.0
	12.8



	Cooley, JackJack Cooley[image: External link]
	5
	4
	16.0
	.615
	.000
	.500
	4.4
	0.2
	0.4
	0.2
	7.4



	Dellavedova, MatthewMatthew Dellavedova[image: External link]
	3
	3
	32.0
	.435
	.273
	.800
	4.7
	4.7
	1.0
	0.0
	11.7



	Edwards, ShaneShane Edwards[image: External link]
	5
	0
	14.8
	.647
	.000
	.824
	3.6
	0.4
	0.6
	1.2
	7.2



	Felix, CarrickCarrick Felix[image: External link]
	5
	1
	14.2
	.471
	.444
	.667
	3.0
	0.6
	0.8
	0.2
	4.4



	Granger, JaysonJayson Granger[image: External link]
	4
	0
	9.3
	.364
	.200
	.000
	1.3
	1.0
	0.2
	0.0
	2.3



	Gray, StevenSteven Gray[image: External link]
	4
	0
	13.3
	.375
	.313
	.600
	1.3
	1.5
	0.2
	0.0
	6.5



	Harris, JoeJoe Harris[image: External link]
	4
	4
	24.8
	.391
	.400
	.818
	1.5
	1.5
	0.5
	0.2
	7.8



	Hopson, ScottyScotty Hopson[image: External link]
	1
	1
	14.0
	.500
	.500
	1.000
	1.0
	1.0
	0.0
	0.0
	7.0



	Karasev, SergeySergey Karasev[image: External link]
	1
	1
	34.0
	.444
	.500
	.500
	4.0
	3.0
	1.0
	0.0
	11.0



	Kirk, AlexAlex Kirk[image: External link]
	5
	1
	15.4
	.524
	.000
	.667
	3.4
	0.4
	0.6
	0.4
	5.2



	Powell, DwightDwight Powell[image: External link]
	3
	1
	11.3
	.500
	.000
	1.000
	3.7
	0.7
	0.3
	0.3
	5.0



	Wiggins, AndrewAndrew Wiggins[image: External link]
	4
	4
	30.0
	.405
	.154
	.703
	3.5
	0.3
	1.2
	1.5
	15.5



	Totals
	—
	—
	200
	.469
	.272
	.725
	35.8
	12.0
	5.8
	3.6
	84.6
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	Player
	GP
	GS
	MPG
	FG%
	3FG%
	FT%
	RPG
	APG
	SPG
	BPG
	PPG



	Amundson, LouLou Amundson
	5
	0
	6.7
	.300
	.000
	.000
	2.6
	0.0
	0.2
	0.2
	1.2



	Dellavedova, MatthewMatthew Dellavedova[image: External link]
	6
	3
	27.2
	.433
	.294
	.000
	3.0
	4.33
	0 67
	0.0
	5.17



	Edwards, ShaneShane Edwards[image: External link]
	5
	0
	6.5
	.200
	.000
	1.000
	1.4
	0.2
	0.2
	0.0
	1.0



	Harris, JoeJoe Harris[image: External link]
	5
	0
	17.5
	.364
	.381
	1.000
	2.2
	2.0
	0.4
	0.0
	7.4



	Haywood, BrendanBrendan Haywood[image: External link]
	3
	1
	10.2
	.400
	.000
	1.000
	2.33
	0.33
	0.33
	1.00
	3.67



	Irving, KyrieKyrie Irving[image: External link]
	3
	2
	27.3
	.538
	.455
	1.000
	2.0
	5.0
	1.5
	1.5
	19.5



	James, LeBronLeBron James
	5
	4
	22.6
	.486
	.462
	.750
	3.25
	4.75
	0.5
	0.25
	14.25



	Jones, JamesJames Jones[image: External link]
	3
	0
	9.5
	.500
	.600
	1.000
	0.33
	0.33
	0.0
	0.0
	4.00



	Kirk, AlexAlex Kirk[image: External link]
	4
	0
	15.4
	.412
	.000
	1.000
	3.0
	0.25
	0.0
	1.0
	5.5



	Love, KevinKevin Love[image: External link]
	5
	4
	21.8
	.571
	.588
	.772
	6.5
	2.25
	0.25
	0.0
	15.75



	Marion, ShawnShawn Marion[image: External link]
	5
	1
	20.1
	.333
	.000
	.750
	4.75
	0.75
	0.75
	0.5
	5.00



	Miller, MikeMike Miller[image: External link]
	6
	0
	14.2
	.263
	.188
	1.000
	1.8
	1.4
	0.2
	0.2
	3.4



	Price, A. J.A. J. Price[image: External link]
	5
	0
	13.5
	.517
	.421
	.750
	1.4
	1.0
	0.0
	0.0
	8.2



	Thompson, TristanTristan Thompson[image: External link]
	5
	2
	25.1
	.588
	.000
	.789
	10.5
	1.0
	1.0
	0.5
	13.75



	Varejao, AndersonAnderson Varejao[image: External link]
	5
	3
	20.9
	.542
	.000
	.700
	7.25
	1.25
	1.5
	0.25
	8.25



	Waiters, DionDion Waiters[image: External link]
	6
	5
	27.1
	.426
	.385
	.800
	2.8
	2.6
	0.2
	0.6
	15.2
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 Regular season






	Player
	GP
	GS
	MPG
	FG%
	3FG%
	FT%
	RPG
	APG
	SPG
	BPG
	PPG



	James, LeBronLeBron James
	69
	69
	36.1
	.488
	.354
	.710
	6.0
	7.4
	1.6
	0.7
	25.3



	Irving, KyrieKyrie Irving[image: External link]
	75
	75
	36.4
	.468
	.415
	.863
	3.2
	5.2
	1.5
	0.3
	21.7



	Love, KevinKevin Love[image: External link]
	75
	75
	33.8
	.434
	.367
	.804
	9.7
	2.2
	0.7
	0.5
	16.4



	Smith, J. R.J. R. Smith[image: External link]
	46
	45
	31.8
	.425
	.390
	.818
	3.5
	2.5
	1.4
	0.4
	12.7



	Mozgov, TimofeyTimofey Mozgov[image: External link]
	46
	45
	25.0
	.590
	.000
	.787
	6.9
	0.8
	0.4
	1.2
	10.6



	Waiters, DionDion Waiters[image: External link]
	33
	3
	23.8
	.404
	.256
	.783
	1.7
	2.2
	1.3
	0.3
	10.5



	Varejao, AndersonAnderson Varejao[image: External link]
	26
	26
	24.5
	.555
	.000
	.733
	6.5
	1.3
	1.1
	0.6
	9.8



	Thompson, TristanTristan Thompson[image: External link]
	82
	15
	26.8
	.547
	.000
	.641
	8.0
	0.5
	0.4
	0.7
	8.5



	Shumpert, ImanIman Shumpert[image: External link]
	38
	1
	24.2
	.410
	.338
	.667
	3.8
	1.5
	1.3
	0.3
	7.2



	Dellavedova, MatthewMatthew Dellavedova[image: External link]
	67
	13
	20.6
	.362
	.407
	.763
	1.9
	3.0
	0.4
	0
	4.8



	Marion, ShawnShawn Marion[image: External link]
	57
	24
	19.3
	.446
	.261
	.765
	3.5
	0.9
	0.5
	0.5
	4.8



	Jones, JamesJames Jones[image: External link]
	57
	2
	11.7
	.368
	.360
	.848
	1.1
	0.4
	0.2
	0.1
	4.4



	Harris, JoeJoe Harris[image: External link]
	51
	1
	9.7
	.400
	.369
	.600
	0.8
	0.5
	0.1
	0
	2.7



	Perkins, KendrickKendrick Perkins[image: External link]
	17
	0
	9.8
	.488
	.000
	.500
	2.4
	0.5
	0.1
	0.2
	2.6



	Miller, MikeMike Miller[image: External link]
	52
	15
	13.5
	.325
	.327
	.750
	1.8
	0.9
	0.3
	0.1
	2.1



	Price, A.J.A.J. Price[image: External link]
	11
	0
	7.9
	.265
	.000
	.667
	1.4
	1.2
	0.3
	0
	2.0



	Cherry, WillWill Cherry[image: External link]
	8
	0
	8.6
	.263
	.222
	.500
	0.6
	1.0
	0.8
	0.1
	1.9



	Haywood, BrendanBrendan Haywood[image: External link]
	22
	1
	5.4
	.467
	.000
	.538
	1.3
	0.1
	0.1
	0.5
	1.6



	Amundson, LouLou Amundson
	12
	0
	6.6
	.333
	.000
	.600
	1.7
	0.4
	0.1
	0
	0.9



	Kirk, AlexAlex Kirk[image: External link]
	5
	0
	2.8
	.250
	.000
	1.000
	0.2
	0.2
	0
	0
	0.8
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	2014–15 Cleveland Cavaliers roster



	Players
	Coaches



	


	Pos.
	No.
	Name
	Height
	Weight
	DOB (YYYY-MM-DD)
	From



	G
	8
	Dellavedova, Matthew[image: External link]
	6 ft 4 in (1.93 m)
	200 lb (91 kg)
	1990–09–08
	Saint Mary's[image: External link]



	G
	12
	Harris, Joe[image: External link]
	6 ft 6 in (1.98 m)
	215 lb (98 kg)
	1991–09–06
	Virginia[image: External link]



	C[image: External link]
	33
	Haywood, Brendan[image: External link]
	7 ft 0 in (2.13 m)
	263 lb (119 kg)
	1979–11–27
	North Carolina



	G
	2
	Irving, Kyrie[image: External link] (C)
	6 ft 3 in (1.91 m)
	193 lb (88 kg)
	1992–03–23
	Duke[image: External link]



	F
	23
	James, LeBron (C)
	6 ft 8 in (2.03 m)
	250 lb (113 kg)
	1984–12–30
	St. Vincent–St. Mary HS (OH)[image: External link]



	G/F
	1
	Jones, James[image: External link]
	6 ft 8 in (2.03 m)
	215 lb (98 kg)
	1980–10–04
	Miami (FL)[image: External link]



	F/C
	0
	Love, Kevin[image: External link] (C)
	6 ft 10 in (2.08 m)
	243 lb (110 kg)
	1988–09–07
	UCLA[image: External link]



	F
	31
	Marion, Shawn[image: External link]
	6 ft 7 in (2.01 m)
	228 lb (103 kg)
	1978–05–07
	UNLV



	G/F
	18
	Miller, Mike[image: External link]
	6 ft 8 in (2.03 m)
	218 lb (99 kg)
	1980–02–19
	Florida[image: External link]



	C[image: External link]
	20
	Mozgov, Timofey[image: External link]
	7 ft 1 in (2.16 m)
	250 lb (113 kg)
	1986–07–16
	Russia[image: External link]



	C[image: External link]
	3
	Perkins, Kendrick[image: External link]
	6 ft 10 in (2.08 m)
	270 lb (122 kg)
	1984–11–10
	Clifton J. Ozen (TX)[image: External link]



	G
	4
	Shumpert, Iman[image: External link]
	6 ft 5 in (1.96 m)
	220 lb (100 kg)
	1990–06–26
	Georgia Tech[image: External link]



	G/F
	5
	Smith, J. R.[image: External link]
	6 ft 6 in (1.98 m)
	220 lb (100 kg)
	1985–09–09
	St. Benedict's Prep (NJ)[image: External link]



	F/C
	13
	Thompson, Tristan[image: External link]
	6 ft 9 in (2.06 m)
	238 lb (108 kg)
	1991–03–13
	Texas



	F/C
	17
	Varejão, Anderson[image: External link]
	6 ft 11 in (2.11 m)
	267 lb (121 kg)
	1982–09–28
	Brazil[image: External link]





	

	Head coach




	David Blatt[image: External link]




	Assistant coach(es)




	Jim Boylan[image: External link]

	Bret Brielmaier

	Larry Drew[image: External link]

	James Posey[image: External link]

	
Tyronn Lue[image: External link] (associate head coach)

	Phil Handy (player development)

	
Vitaly Potapenko[image: External link] (player development)

	
Damon Jones[image: External link] (shooting consultant)






	Legend





	
(C) Team captain

	
(DP) Unsigned draft pick

	
(FA) Free agent

	
(S) Suspended

	
(DL) On assignment to D-League affiliate

	Injured







Roster[image: External link] • Transactions[image: External link]
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 Records





	On March 12, Kyrie Irving[image: External link] set a Cavaliers franchise record with 57 points in an overtime victory against the San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]. It was also the first time in Gregg Popovich[image: External link]'s coaching career that an opposing player has scored 50 points against his team.

	On May 24, LeBron James became the first player in NBA history to put up 37+ points, 18+ rebounds, and 13+ assists in a playoff game. He achieved the feat in an overtime win against the Atlanta Hawks[image: External link] in Game 3 of the Eastern Conference Finals[image: External link].

	On May 26, LeBron James and James Jones[image: External link] became the first players to reach five consecutive NBA Finals[image: External link] since several Boston Celtics accomplished the feat in 1966. James and Jones are the first to do so with two different teams (also with the Miami Heat[image: External link]).
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Boston Celtics





The Boston Celtics (/'seltIks /[image: External link]) are an American professional basketball team based in Boston, Massachusetts[image: External link]. The Celtics compete in the National Basketball Association (NBA) as a member club of the league's Eastern Conference[image: External link] Atlantic Division. Founded in 1946 and one of eight NBA teams (out of 23 total teams) to survive the league's first decade, the team is owned by Boston Basketball Partners LLC[image: External link]. The Celtics play their home games at the TD Garden[image: External link], which they share with the National Hockey League (NHL)'s Boston Bruins[image: External link]. The franchise's 17 championships are the most of any NBA franchise, and account for 24.3 percent of all NBA championships since the league's founding in 1946.[5] As a percentage of championships won, the Celtics are the most successful franchise to date in the major four traditional North American professional sports leagues[image: External link].[note 1]

The Celtics have played the Lakers[image: External link] a record 12 times in the Finals, including their most recent appearances in 2008[image: External link] and 2010[image: External link], where the Celtics have won nine meetings (but only two since 1980). Four Celtics players (Bob Cousy[image: External link], Bill Russell[image: External link], Dave Cowens and Larry Bird[image: External link]) have won the NBA Most Valuable Player Award for an NBA record total of 10 MVP awards.[6] Their mascot 'Lucky the Leprechaun[image: External link]' is a nod to the team's Irish[image: External link] heritage and to Boston's historically large Irish population[image: External link].[7]

The Celtics rose again after struggling through the 1990s to win a championship in 2008 with the help of Kevin Garnett[image: External link], Paul Pierce[image: External link], and Ray Allen in what was known as the new "Big Three" era, following the original "Big Three" era of the 1980s that featured Larry Bird[image: External link], Kevin McHale, and Robert Parish.

After the end of the second "Big Three" era, general manager Danny Ainge[image: External link] began a rebuilding process with the help of new head coach Brad Stevens[image: External link], who led the Celtics to a return to the playoffs in 2015[image: External link].
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 Franchise history




See: History of the Boston Celtics[image: External link]
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 1946–1950: Early years




The Boston Celtics were formed on June 6, 1946, by Boston Garden-Arena Corporation[image: External link] President Walter A. Brown[image: External link] as a team in the Basketball Association of America, and became part of the National Basketball Association after the absorption of the National Basketball League by the BAA in the fall of 1949.[8] In 1950, the Celtics signed Chuck Cooper[image: External link], becoming the first NBA franchise to draft[image: External link] a black player.[9]
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 1950–1957: Arrival of Bob Cousy and Red Auerbach




The Celtics struggled during their early years, until the hiring of coach Red Auerbach[image: External link].[10] In the franchise's early days, Auerbach had no assistants, ran all the practices, did all the scouting—both of opposing teams and college draft prospects—and scheduled all the road trips. One of the first great players to join the Celtics was Bob Cousy[image: External link], whom Auerbach initially refused to draft out of nearby Holy Cross because he was "too flashy".[11] Cousy eventually became the property of the Chicago Stags,[12] but when that franchise went bankrupt, Cousy went to the Celtics in a dispersal draft. After the 1955–56 season, Auerbach made a stunning trade. He sent perennial All-Star Ed Macauley[image: External link] to the St. Louis Hawks along with the draft rights to Cliff Hagan[image: External link] in exchange for the second overall pick in the draft.[13] After negotiating with the Rochester Royals[image: External link]—a negotiation that included a promise that the Celtics owner would send the highly sought-after Ice Capades[image: External link] to Rochester if the Royals would let Russell slide to #2—Auerbach used the pick to select University of San Francisco[image: External link] center[image: External link] Bill Russell[image: External link].[14] Auerbach also acquired Holy Cross standout, and 1957 NBA Rookie of the Year, Tommy Heinsohn[image: External link].[15] Russell and Heinsohn worked extraordinarily well with Cousy, and they were the players around whom Auerbach would build the champion Celtics for more than a decade.[15]
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 1957–1969: The Bill Russell era




With Bill Russell, the Celtics advanced to the NBA Finals[image: External link] and defeated the St. Louis Hawks in seven games, giving the Celtics the first of their record 17 championships. Russell went on to win 11 championships, making him the most decorated player in NBA history.[16] In 1958, the Celtics again advanced to the NBA Finals[image: External link], this time losing to the Hawks in 6 games.[17] However, with the acquisition of K.C. Jones[image: External link] that year, the Celtics began a dynasty that would last for more than a decade.[18] In 1959, the Celtics won the NBA Championship after sweeping the Minneapolis Lakers, the first of their record eight consecutive championships.[19] During that time, the Celtics met the Lakers in the Finals five times, starting an intense and often bitter rivalry that has spanned generations. In 1964, the Celtics became the first NBA team to have an all African-American starting lineup. On December 26, 1964, Willie Naulls replaced an injured Tommy Heinsohn, joining Tom 'Satch' Sanders, K.C. Jones, Sam Jones and Bill Russell in the starting lineup. The Celtics defeated St. Louis 97–84. Boston won its next 11 games with Naulls starting in place of Heinsohn.[20] The Celtics of the late-1950s–60s are widely considered as one of the most dominant teams of all time.[21]

Auerbach retired as coach after the 1965–66 season and Russell took over as player-coach, which was Auerbach's ploy to keep Russell interested.[22] With his appointment, Russell also became the first African-American coach in any U.S. pro sport. Auerbach would remain the general manager, a position he would hold well into the 1980s. However, that year the Celtics' string of NBA titles was broken as they lost to the Philadelphia 76ers in the Eastern Conference Finals. The aging team managed two more championships in 1968 and 1969, defeating the Los Angeles Lakers each time in the NBA Finals.[23] Russell retired after the 1969 season, effectively ending a dominant Celtics dynasty that had garnered 11 NBA titles in 13 seasons.[24] The streak of 8 consecutive championships is the longest streak of consecutive championships in U.S. professional sports history.[25]
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 1970–1978: Heinsohn and Cowens duo




The 1970 season was a rebuilding year, as the Celtics had their first losing record since the 1949–50 season. However, with the acquisition of Dave Cowens, Paul Silas[image: External link], and Jo Jo White, the Celtics soon became dominant again.[citation needed[image: External link]] After losing in the Eastern Conference Finals in 1972, the Celtics regrouped and came out determined in 1973 and posted an excellent 68–14 regular season record. But the season ended in disappointment, as they were upset in 7 games by the New York Knicks in the Conference Finals. John Havlicek[image: External link] injured his right shoulder in game six and was forced to play game 7 shooting left handed.[26] The Celtics returned to the playoffs the next year, defeating the Milwaukee Bucks in the NBA Finals in 1974[image: External link] for their 12th NBA Championship[image: External link].[27] The teams split the first four games, and after the Celtics won Game 5 in Milwaukee they headed back to Boston leading 3 games to 2, with a chance to claim the title on their home court. However, the Bucks won Game 6 when Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link] nestled in a hook shot with 3 seconds left in the game's second overtime, and the series returned to Milwaukee. But Cowens was the hero in Game 7, scoring 28 points, as the Celtics brought the title back to Boston for the first time in five years. In 1976, the team won yet another championship, defeating the Phoenix Suns[image: External link] in 6 games. The Finals featured one of the greatest games in the NBA's history. With the series tied at two games apiece, the Suns trailed early in the Boston Garden, but came back to force overtime. In double overtime, a Gar Heard[image: External link] turn-around jumper at the top of the key sent the game to a third overtime, at which point the Celtics prevailed.[28] Tommy Heinsohn[image: External link] coached the team for those two championships. After the 1976 championship and a playoff appearance in 1977, Boston went into another rebuilding phase. In the 1977 NBA draft[image: External link], the Celtics drafted a young forward from UNC Charlotte[image: External link] named Cedric Maxwell[image: External link].[29] "Cornbread" Maxwell did not contribute much in his rookie season, but he showed promise. Auerbach's job became even tougher following the 1977–78 season[image: External link] in which they went 32–50 as John Havlicek[image: External link], the Celtics' all-time leading scorer, retired after 16 seasons.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 1979–1992: The Larry Bird era




The Celtics owned two of the top eight picks in the 1978 NBA draft[image: External link].[30] Since the Celtics had two draft choices, Auerbach took a risk and selected junior Larry Bird[image: External link] of Indiana State[image: External link] with the 6th pick, knowing Bird would elect to remain in college for his senior year. The Celtics would retain his rights for one year—a rule that was later changed—and Auerbach believed Bird's potential would make it worth the wait. Auerbach also felt that when the college season ended the Celtics would have a great chance to sign Bird. Auerbach was right and Bird signed soon after leading Indiana State to the NCAA Championship game, where they fell to a Michigan State University team. (The other pick was Freeman Williams[image: External link], who was traded before the 1978–79 season began.)

In 1978, ownership was changed as Irv Levin[image: External link] traded his stake in the Celtics with John Y. Brown, Jr.[image: External link]'s Buffalo Braves[image: External link], so he could move the Braves to California, where they became known as the San Diego Clippers. As part of the deal, trades were made between the Braves/Clippers franchise and the Celtics franchise which resulted in many former Braves joining the team.[31] One of the moves that irked Auerbach was a trade Brown made with the Braves that saw his franchise center Bob McAdoo[image: External link] join the Celtics for three first round draft picks Auerbach had planned on using for the future rebuilding project he was trying to undertake.[32] The dispute nearly led to Auerbach resigning as general manager for a position with the New York Knicks. With public support strongly behind Auerbach, Brown sold the team to Harry Mangurian[image: External link] rather than run the risk of having Auerbach leave the team.[33] The Celtics would struggle through the season, going 29–53 without Bird.[34] Newcomers Chris Ford[image: External link], Rick Robey[image: External link], Cedric Maxwell[image: External link] and Nate Archibald[image: External link] failed to reverse the team's momentum.[35]

Bird debuted for the Celtics during the 1979–80[image: External link] season, a year after being drafted.[36] With a new owner in place, Auerbach made a number of moves that would bring the team back to prominence. He almost immediately traded McAdoo,[37] a former NBA scoring champion, to the Detroit Pistons for guard M. L. Carr[image: External link], a defensive specialist, and two first-round picks in the 1980 NBA draft[image: External link].[33] He also picked up point guard[image: External link] Gerald Henderson[image: External link] from the CBA[image: External link]. Carr, Archibald, Henderson and Ford formed a highly competent backcourt, with their unique skills blending in perfectly with the talented frontcourt of Cowens, Maxwell and Bird, who would go on to win NBA Rookie of the Year[image: External link] honors.[38] The Celtics improved by 32 games, which at the time was the best single-season turnaround in NBA history, going 61–21 and losing to the Philadelphia 76ers in the Eastern Conference Finals.[39]

After the season, Auerbach completed what may be the most lopsided trade in NBA history. Auerbach had always been a fan of stockpiling draft picks, so even after the success of the 1979–80 season, the Celtics had both the 1st and 13th picks in the 1980 NBA draft[image: External link] left over from the M. L. Carr[image: External link] trade. Auerbach saw an opportunity to improve the team immediately, sending the two picks to the Golden State Warriors in exchange for center[image: External link] Robert Parish[40] and the Warriors' first round pick, the 3rd overall. With the draft pick, Auerbach picked University of Minnesota[image: External link] power forward[image: External link] Kevin McHale.[41] With these three future Hall of Famers on the team, henceforth known as the first 'Big 3', the Celtics had a core in place to again become a dominant team.

The Celtics went 62–20 under coach Bill Fitch[image: External link] in 1980–81[image: External link],[42] despite losing center[image: External link] Dave Cowens to retirement late in training camp. Once again the Celtics matched up with the 76ers in the Eastern Conference Finals. Boston fell behind 3 games to 1 before coming back to win a classic 7th game, 91–90. The Celtics went on to capture the 1981 NBA Championship over the Houston Rockets,[43] just two years after Bird had been drafted. Maxwell was named NBA Finals MVP[image: External link].[44] The following year[image: External link] the Celtics again tried to come back from a 3–1 deficit against the Sixers in the rematch but this time lost Game 7 at Boston Garden.[45] In 1983[image: External link] the Celtics were swept in the playoffs for the first time by the Milwaukee Bucks;[46] afterwards Fitch resigned and the team was sold to new owners led by Don Gaston[image: External link].[47]

In 1983–84[image: External link] the Celtics, under new coach K. C. Jones[image: External link], would go 62–20 and finally get back to the NBA Finals[image: External link] after a three-year hiatus.[48] In the finals, the Celtics came back from a 2–1 deficit to defeat the Lakers, winning their 15th championship.[49] Bird renewed his college rivalry with Lakers star Magic Johnson during this series. After the series Auerbach officially retired as general manager but maintained the position of team President.[50] Auerbach was succeeded by Jan Volk[image: External link] as general manager.[50] Volk had been with the Celtics since graduating from Columbia Law School[image: External link] in 1971 and had been the team's General Counsel[image: External link] since 1976 and the team's Assistant G.M. since 1980. During the off-season, in Volk's first major transaction since assuming the GM role, the Celtics traded Henderson to the Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link] for their first round pick in the 1986 NBA draft[image: External link].

In 1985, the Lakers and Celtics met again, but this time the Lakers took the championship.[51] This was the first time the Lakers had defeated the Celtics for a championship, as well as the only time the Celtics lost a championship at Boston Garden. During the following off-season, the Celtics acquired Bill Walton[image: External link] from the Los Angeles Clippers in exchange for Cedric Maxwell[image: External link].[52] Walton was a big star with the Portland Trail Blazers, but injuries had kept him from living up to expectations. He was willing to come off the bench, deferring to the three big men already with the team. Walton, considered the best passer of all NBA centers in history, stayed healthy and was a big part of the Celtics' success in 1986.

In 1985–86[image: External link] the Celtics fielded one of the best teams in NBA history. The 1986 Celtics won 67 games, going 40–1 at their home games. Bird won his third consecutive MVP award and Walton won the Sixth Man of the Year Award[image: External link]. They won the franchise's 16th championship and last of the 20th century, defeating the Houston Rockets in the NBA Finals[image: External link] 4 games to 2.

Thanks to the 1984 trade of Gerald Henderson[image: External link] and the subsequent fall of the Seattle SuperSonics, at the end of the 1985–86[image: External link] the Celtics owned not only the best team in the NBA but also the second pick in the 1986 NBA draft[image: External link]. The Celtics drafted Len Bias[image: External link] with the pick and had high hopes for the young University of Maryland[image: External link] star.[53] Fans believed Bias had superstar potential, and that he would be the perfect complement to the aging, but still strong, Celtics. The hope was his presence would ensure the franchise would remain a powerhouse after Bird, McHale and Parish retired. Unfortunately, Bias died 48 hours after he was drafted, after using cocaine at a party and overdosing.[54] It would be the first in a long string of bad luck for the Celtics, one that would continue until the next manifestation of the 'Big Three' in Boston. Despite the loss of Bias, the Celtics remained competitive in 1986–87, going 59–23 and again winning the Eastern Conference Championship.[55] However, injuries took their toll, and the Celtics ceded the NBA championship to the Lakers in six games. It would be 21 years before they would reach the NBA Finals again. The Celtics' reign as the Eastern Conference champions ended in 1988, after the team lost to the Detroit Pistons in six games.[56]

After the 1987–88 season, head coach K.C. Jones[image: External link] retired. Jones was replaced as head coach by assistant Jimmy Rodgers[image: External link]. Rodgers faced immediate trouble in 1988–89 when, only 6 games into the season, Larry Bird decided to have surgery to remove bone spurs in his feet. The injury sidelined Bird until well after the All-Star Break, although he hoped to return that year. However, despite his best attempts to return he was unable to make it back as the Celtics stumbled to a 42–40 record and a first round playoff defeat to the Detroit Pistons. Bird returned in 1989–90[image: External link] and led the Celtics to a 52–30 record. In the playoffs[image: External link], after winning the first two games of a Best of 5 series against the New York Knicks, the Celtics collapsed, losing 3 straight, including the decisive 5th game at the Boston Garden[image: External link]. In the wake of the embarrassing defeat, Rodgers was fired and replaced by assistant coach and former Celtics' player Chris Ford[image: External link].

Under Ford's leadership the Celtics improved to 56–26 in 1990–91[image: External link], recapturing the Atlantic Division title even though Bird missed 22 games with a variety of injuries. The Celtics fell to the Detroit Pistons in the Eastern Conference Semifinals. In 1992, a late season rally allowed the Celtics to catch the New York Knicks and repeat as Atlantic Division champions. The team finished 51–31 and matched up with the Indiana Pacers in the First round, this time sweeping the series. In the Eastern Conference Semifinals the Celtics lost a grueling 7 game series to the Cleveland Cavaliers. Due to back problems, Larry Bird played in only 45 of the 82 regular season games, and only 4 of the 10 playoff games; during games he was frequently lying on the floor when out of the lineup, instead of sitting on the bench. After 13 seasons with the club and winning a gold medal in the Barcelona Olympics[image: External link] with the Dream Team[image: External link], Bird retired in 1992, primarily due to his back injuries. Among his lasting contributions to the game was the "Bird exception", which allows teams to exceed the salary cap to re-sign their own free agents, at an amount up to the maximum salary.
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 1993–1998: Rebuilding




At the time of Bird's retirement, former Celtics guard Chris Ford[image: External link] was the coach of the Celtics.[57] 26-year-old Reggie Lewis[image: External link] (out of Boston's Northeastern University[image: External link]) was seen as Bird's successor as the franchise player for the Celtics. Lewis, a small forward[image: External link], fainted during a 1993 first round playoff[image: External link] matchup with the Charlotte Hornets which the Celtics lost in four games.[58] It was later revealed that Lewis had heart problems,[59] yet he was able to get doctors to clear him for a comeback. He died of a heart attack while shooting baskets at Brandeis University during the offseason.[60] The Celtics honored his memory during the following season by retiring his number 35.[61] The original Big 3 era came to an end in 1994, after Robert Parish signed with the Hornets[40] The year before, Kevin McHale retired after the Celtics' playoff loss to the Hornets. The Celtics finished the year out of the playoffs with a 32–50 mark.

In 1994, the Celtics hired former player and legendary towel-waving Celtic cheerleader M. L. Carr[image: External link] to be the team's new V.P. of Basketball Operations, working alongside G.M. Jan Volk. In his first draft[image: External link] in charge of the Celtics, he drafted University of North Carolina star Eric Montross[image: External link] with his first round draft pick. Montross became the new heir apparent in the paint, but failed to develop and was eventually traded. 1994–95 was the Celtics' final season in the Boston Garden[image: External link]. The Celtics signed the aging Dominique Wilkins[image: External link] as a free agent, and he led the team in scoring with 17.8 PPG. Second-year player Dino Rađa[image: External link], a power forward from Croatia[image: External link], added an interior presence to the team that had been lacking 1993–94. The Celtics made the playoffs, losing to the heavily favored Orlando Magic in 4 games. In 1995, the Celtics moved from the Boston Garden to the Fleet Center (later TD BankNorth, then TD Garden[image: External link]). Carr fired Chris Ford[image: External link] and took the coaching reins himself. After drafting Providence College[image: External link] star Eric Williams[image: External link], the Celtics struggled to a 33–49 record.

Things got worse in 1996–97 as the Celtics lost a franchise record 67 games, setting an unwanted NBA record[image: External link] winning only once against other Atlantic Division teams and just fifteen victories overall despite the emergence of 1st-round draft pick Antoine Walker[image: External link]. With Carr's coaching stint deemed a failure, he stepped aside to another job in the organization when owner Paul Gaston convinced star college coach Rick Pitino[image: External link] to join the franchise as the team's president, director of basketball operations, and head coach.[62] Pitino's appointment as team president was controversial as Auerbach, who had filled that role for more than 25 years, first heard about this change from local media people. Unfortunately for the franchise, Pitino was not the savior everyone expected him to be. Auerbach bore the insult of being elbowed out with dignity, even as the team failed to improve.

The Celtics received the third and sixth draft picks in the 1997 NBA draft[image: External link],[63] and used the picks to select a brand new backcourt through Chauncey Billups[image: External link] and Ron Mercer[image: External link]. The young team that lost 67 games the year before was dismantled, with David Wesley[image: External link], Dino Rađa[image: External link] and Rick Fox[image: External link] being let go, and Williams traded to the Denver Nuggets for a pair of second round draft picks (Williams would return to the Celtics in 1999 and played for four years). Walter McCarty[image: External link] was also acquired in a trade with the Knicks. With a promising start, upsetting the defending champions Chicago Bulls[image: External link] at home on opening night,[64] and hard play from the youngsters that lead to leaderships in turnovers and steals, the team improved its victories from 15 to 36 despite many losing streaks.[65][66] Billups was subsequently traded to the Raptors during his rookie year,[67] and Mercer was traded to the Nuggets during his third season.[68]
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 1998–2013: The Paul Pierce era




The following year the Celtics drafted Paul Pierce[image: External link] in the 1998 NBA draft[image: External link],[69] a college star who had been expected to be drafted much earlier than the Celtics' 10th overall pick. Pierce had an immediate impact during the lockout-shortened 1998–99 NBA season[image: External link], averaging 19.5 points and being named Rookie of The Month[image: External link] in February as he led the league in steals.[70] However, the Celtics continued to struggle, and as Pitino failed to achieve meaningful success, he resigned in January 2001.[71]

Following the resignation of Rick Pitino, the Celtics saw modest improvement under coach Jim O'Brien[image: External link]. Paul Pierce[image: External link] matured into an NBA star and was ably complemented by Antoine Walker and the other players acquired over the years. While the team was 12–21 when Pitino left, O'Brien's record to finish the season was 24–24.[72] Following the 2000–01 season[image: External link] O'Brien was given the job of head coach on a permanent basis. As a result of numerous trades, the Celtics had three picks in the 2001 NBA draft[image: External link]. They selected Joe Johnson[image: External link], Joe Forte[image: External link], and Kedrick Brown[image: External link]. Only Johnson managed to succeed in the NBA, becoming a perennial All-Star after leaving the Celtics.

The Celtics entered the 2001–02 season[image: External link] with low expectations. The team's success in the latter stages of 2000–01 was largely forgotten, and critics were surprised when the team, along with the New Jersey Nets, surged to the top of the Atlantic Division ahead of the Philadelphia 76ers, who were fresh off a trip to the NBA Finals[image: External link]. The Celtics won a hard-fought 5-game series with the 76ers in the first round, 3–2. Pierce scored 46 points in the series-clinching blowout at the Fleet Center[image: External link]. In the Conference Semifinals, the Celtics defeated the favored Detroit Pistons 4–1. In their first trip to the Eastern Conference[image: External link] Finals since 1988[image: External link], the Celtics jumped out to a 2–1 series lead over the Nets, after rallying from 21 points down in the fourth quarter to win Game 3, but would lose the next three games to fall 4–2.[73]

In 2003, the Celtics were sold by owner Paul Gaston to Boston Basketball Partners L.L.C.,[74] led by H. Irving Grousbeck[image: External link], Wycliffe Grousbeck[image: External link] and Steve Pagliuca[image: External link]. The team made it back to the playoffs[image: External link] but were swept by the Nets in the second round, despite bringing Game 4 to double overtime.[75] Before their elimination, the team hired former Celtics' guard Danny Ainge[image: External link] as general manager, moving Chris Wallace to another position in the organization. Ainge believed the team had reached its peak and promptly sent Antoine Walker to the Dallas Mavericks (along with Tony Delk[image: External link]).[76] In return, the Celtics received the often-injured Raef LaFrentz[image: External link], Chris Mills, Jiří Welsch[image: External link],[77] and a first-round pick in 2004[image: External link]. The Celtics made the playoffs[image: External link], only to be swept in the first round by the Indiana Pacers, losing all 4 games by blowout margins.[78]
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 The "Doc" is here




The Celtics were a young team under new coach Doc Rivers during the 2004–05 season,[79] having drafted youngsters Al Jefferson[image: External link], Delonte West[image: External link] and Tony Allen[image: External link] in the 2004 Draft. Yet they seemed to have a core of good young players, led by Pierce and rookie Al Jefferson[image: External link], to go along with a group of able veterans. The Celtics went 45–37 and won their first Atlantic Division[image: External link] title since 1991–92[image: External link], receiving a boost from returning star Antoine Walker in mid-season. The Pacers defeated them in the first round yet again, with the series culminating in an embarrassing 27-point loss in Game 7 at the Fleet Center[image: External link]. After the season Walker was traded again, this time to the Miami Heat[image: External link]. Despite Pierce's career season, in which he averaged career-highs in points (26.8), the Celtics missed the playoffs with a 33–49 record, owing largely to a young roster and constant roster shuffling, which saw the likes of Marcus Banks[image: External link], Ricky Davis[image: External link] and Mark Blount[image: External link] traded for underachieving former first-overall pick Michael Olowokandi[image: External link] and former all-star Wally Szczerbiak[image: External link].

The Celtics continued to rebuild in the 2006 NBA draft[image: External link]. The Celtics selected Kentucky point guard Rajon Rondo[image: External link], who was to become a key piece in the team's revival. In the second round the Celtics added Leon Powe[image: External link].[80] The 2006–07 season[image: External link] was a gloomy one for the franchise, starting with the death of Red Auerbach at 89. Auerbach was one of the few remaining people who had been a part of the NBA since its inception in 1946.[81] The Celtics went 2–22 from late December 2006 through early February 2007 after losing Pierce to injury, the result of a stress reaction in his left foot. At first, the Celtics received a much needed boost from guard Tony Allen[image: External link] but he tore his ACL[image: External link] and MCL[image: External link] on a needless dunk attempt after the whistle.[82] The Celtics compiled a record of 24–58, second-worst in the NBA, including a franchise record 18-game losing streak[image: External link].[83] At the end of the season, the Celtics, with the second worst record in the NBA, were at least hopeful that they could secure a high draft pick and select either Greg Oden or Kevin Durant to help rebuild the franchise, but the Celtics fell to fifth in the Draft Lottery.
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  2007–2012: The new 'Big Three': Paul Pierce, Ray Allen and Kevin Garnett




In the summer of 2007, GM Danny Ainge[image: External link] made a series of moves that returned the Celtics to prominence. On draft night, he traded the No. 5 pick Jeff Green[image: External link], Wally Szczerbiak[image: External link] and Delonte West[image: External link] to Seattle for perennial all-star Ray Allen and Seattle's second-round pick which the team used to select LSU's Glen "Big Baby" Davis[image: External link].[84] Then the Celtics traded Ryan Gomes[image: External link], Gerald Green[image: External link], Al Jefferson, Theo Ratliff[image: External link], Sebastian Telfair[image: External link], to Minnesota, where Ainge's former teammate Kevin McHale was the G.M., and swapped 2009 first round draft picks, for MVP[image: External link] Kevin Garnett[image: External link].[85] These moves created the "Boston Three Party" (the nickname given to describe the combining of Allen, Garnett, and Pierce by Scott Van Pelt[image: External link] in a "This Is Sportscenter" commercial), which would revitalize the team and lead them back to glory.

The Celtics completed the largest single-season turnaround in NBA history. The new 'Big Three' of Pierce, Allen and Garnett went 66–16 in the regular season, a 42-game improvement. However, the team struggled initially in the playoffs. The Atlanta Hawks took them to seven games in the first round, as did the Cleveland Cavaliers in the conference semifinals. The Celtics defeated the Detroit Pistons in six games of the Eastern Conference Finals, winning two road games.[86]

In the 2008 NBA Finals, the Celtics faced MVP Kobe Bryant and the Los Angeles Lakers for the 11th time, the first time since 1987. The Celtics won Game 1 at home 98–88, fueled by strong play by Garnett and Pierce's dramatic comeback from a second half knee injury. They would also go on to win Game 2 108–102, despite nearly blowing a 24-point lead in the fourth quarter. As the series shifted to Los Angeles, the Lakers stifled Pierce and Garnett in Game 3 and won 87–81. However, the Celtics would overcome a 24-point deficit in Game 4 to win 97–91, the largest comeback in NBA Finals history. After again blowing a large lead, the Lakers hung on to win Game 5 103–98, sending the series back to Boston. In Game 6, the Celtics overpowered the Lakers, winning 131–92, clinching their 17th NBA title, and first since 1986. It remains the most lopsided win in a championship-clinching game; Paul Pierce[image: External link] was named Finals MVP.[87] The win in Game 6 was a sense of relief, as it was a difficult path to this championship; in that game, these Celtics set a record for most games a team had ever played in a postseason, with 26, surpassing the 1994 New York Knicks[image: External link], whom Coach Doc Rivers played for, and the 2005 Detroit Pistons[image: External link], each of whom played 25, but lost their respective finals in seven games (Knicks in 1994[image: External link], Pistons in 2005[image: External link]).[88]

The 2008–09 Celtics started off the season at 27–2, the best starting record in NBA history.[89] They also had a pair of 10+ game winning streaks including a franchise record 19-game streak.[90] After the All Star Break, Kevin Garnett[image: External link] was injured in a loss against the Utah Jazz[image: External link], missing the last 25 games of the season. Garnett was eventually shelved for the playoffs. The 2009 Celtics still finished with 62 victories, but their playoff run would end against the Magic in the second round, losing in seven games after leading 3–2, the first such occurrence in team history.[91] In the prior round they were pushed to a Game 7 against the Chicago Bulls[image: External link], with four of those games went to overtime, yet the Celtics' experience was too much for the young Bulls.[92]

The following year, with the return of Garnett from injury and the additions of Rasheed Wallace[image: External link] and Marquis Daniels[image: External link], the Celtics started the season 23–5 and at one point had the best record in the NBA. However, Doc Rivers decided to lessen his aging stars' minutes to keep them fresh for the playoffs. As a result, the Celtics sputtered to an even 27–27 record the rest of the way and finished the 2009–10 regular season with a 50–32 record, with a better road (26–15) than home (24–17) record.[93] Despite previous predictions the Celtics would never go deeper into the playoffs, the Celtics still managed to make the NBA Finals[image: External link] despite their lowly fourth seeding. They defeated the Miami Heat in five games, upset the top-seeded Cavaliers in six games and toppled the defending Eastern champion Magic, avenging their loss from the previous season. Rajon Rondo emerged as a bonafide superstar during post-season play, continuing his rise to fame beginning with his first All-Star appearance.[94] For the 12th time, the adversary were the Lakers. After taking a 3–2 lead heading into Los Angeles for Game 6, the Celtics appeared poised to pack in their 18th title. But Kendrick Perkins[image: External link], the team's starting center, suffered a severe knee injury early in Game 6,[95] and the Celtics would lose Game 6, and go on to blow a 13-point lead in Game 7. After speculation coach Doc Rivers would resign to spend more time with his family, he affirmed on June 30, 2010 that he would return to the team for the 2010–11 season.

During the 2010 off season, with Perkins expected to be out until February 2011, the Celtics signed two former All-Star centers, Shaquille O'Neal[image: External link] and Jermaine O'Neal, along with Turkish[image: External link] center Semih Erden[image: External link], their 2008 second round pick, and the return of Delonte West[image: External link]. Shaquille O'Neal's presence wound up leading to Perkins departure: the Celtics were 33–10 in games Perkins had missed during the year due to injury,[96] with a 19–3 record with O'Neal played over 20 minutes.[97] Consequently, Perkins was traded to the Oklahoma City Thunder in February, when the Celtics were 41–14 and held the Eastern Conference leaderboard despite another rash of injuries. Following the trade, however, they proceeded to win only 15 of their final 27 games to finish with a 56–26 record, sliding to the third seed, due to the injuries – O'Neal played only five minutes – and difficult adjustment of new Celtics such as Jeff Green[image: External link], Nenad Krstić[image: External link] and Carlos Arroyo[image: External link].[96][98] The 2010–11 season still provided three landmarks: the Celtics became the second team to reach 3,000 victories, Paul Pierce became the third Celtic to score 20,000 points after Larry Bird and John Havlicek, and Ray Allen broke the NBA record for most three-pointers made in a career. The 2011 NBA Playoffs[image: External link] started with the Celtics sweeping the New York Knicks 4–0 in the opening round, but in the second round they were ousted by eventual Eastern champions Miami Heat in five games. Shaquille O'Neal, limited to 12 minutes in two games of the second round, retired at the end of the season.[99]

At the 2011 NBA draft[image: External link], the Celtics acquired two Purdue teammates, JaJuan Johnson[image: External link] and E'Twaun Moore[image: External link]. During the short preseason following the 2011 NBA lockout[image: External link], the Celtics signed free agents Marquis Daniels, Chris Wilcox[image: External link], Keyon Dooling[image: External link] and Greg Stiemsma[image: External link], while acquiring Brandon Bass[image: External link] from the Magic for Glen Davis[image: External link] and Von Wafer[image: External link]. They also re-signed Jeff Green[image: External link], only to have it voided after a physical revealed that Green was diagnosed with an aortic aneurysm[image: External link], forcing him to miss the season. The Celtics started the season 0–3 with Paul Pierce out with a heel injury and his replacement Mickaël Piétrus[image: External link] taking long to debut. The struggles let to the longest losing streak in the 'Big Three' era with five games, and by the All Star break, the Celtics were below .500 with a 15–17 record. However, they were one of the hottest teams after the break, going 24–10 the rest of the year and winning their 5th division title in a row. The Celtics would end up making the playoffs as the fourth seed in the Eastern Conference in the 2012 NBA Playoffs.

In the playoffs, the Celtics faced the Atlanta Hawks in the first round, beating them in six games led by strong play from Pierce and Garnett. In the Conference Semifinals the Celtics faced the Philadelphia 76ers led by Doug Collins[image: External link] and a young group of promising players that would push the Celtics into a full-seven game series. Following a Game 7 85–75 win the Celtics faced the Miami Heat in the Eastern Conference Finals, who had defeated them in the playoffs the previous year. After losing the first two games in Miami, Boston fought back and won the next three games. With the possibility of closing the series at home, the C suffered a blowout loss at the TD Garden of 98–79, taking the series back to Miami for Game 7, where the Celtics built an early lead but eventually lost 101–88; Miami would go on to defeat the Oklahoma City Thunder in the Finals.
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 The end of the 'Big Three' era




The 2012 offseason started with the Celtics having only six players under contract. While Kevin Garnett renewed, Ray Allen chose to sign with the Miami Heat for less money, bringing the five-year 'Big Three' era to a somewhat acrimonious end. The Celtics also signed free agents Jason Terry[image: External link], Jason Collins[image: External link], Darko Miličić[image: External link] and Leandro Barbosa[image: External link]; acquired Courtney Lee[image: External link] in a three-team sign and trade – where Johnson, Moore, Sean Williams and a future second round pick were sent to the Houston Rockets and the Portland Trail Blazers got Sasha Pavlovic; drafted three players, Jared Sullinger[image: External link], Fab Melo[image: External link] and Kris Joseph[image: External link]; and renewed with Brandon Bass[image: External link] along with Chris Wilcox[image: External link] and Jeff Green[image: External link], who both were returning to play after sustaining season-ending heart ailments.

Despite losing Rondo and Sullinger to injury, the Celtics compiled a seven-game winning streak, including victories over the Heat in double overtime and the Nuggets in triple overtime. The winning streak was snapped on February 12 when Leandro Barbosa suffered a season-ending torn ACL. To compensate, the Celtics signed swingman Terrence Williams[image: External link], forwards D. J. White[image: External link] and Shavlik Randolph[image: External link], and traded Barbosa and Collins to the Washington Wizards in exchange for guard Jordan Crawford.[100][101] The Celtics finished the season with 41 wins, but played only 81 games after a home game against the Indiana Pacers on April 16 was cancelled following the Boston Marathon bombings[image: External link]; the game was not made up with both teams already assured of their playoff positions.[102] The 41 wins were the lowest totals the Celtics achieved as a playoff-bound team since 2004. The Celtics trailed 3–0 to the New York Knicks in the first round of the 2013 NBA Playoffs[image: External link], before losing the series in six games. In Game 6, the Celtics nearly completed a come back when they went on a 20–0 run to cut the lead to 4, but that was the closest they got as the New York Knicks would take over to win.[103]

During the offseason, head coach Doc Rivers was allowed out of his contract and left to coach the Los Angeles Clippers, giving the Celtics a 2015 unprotected first round pick as compensation. A few days later, Paul Pierce and Kevin Garnett (after waiving his no-trade clause), along with Jason Terry[image: External link] and D. J. White[image: External link], were traded to the Brooklyn Nets for Keith Bogans[image: External link], MarShon Brooks, Kris Humphries[image: External link], Kris Joseph[image: External link], Gerald Wallace[image: External link], and three future first-round draft picks (2014, 2016, 2018), with the option of swapping 2018 pick with Brooklyn's 2017 pick.[104] The deal was later approved by the league on July 12, 2013, effectively ending the 'Big 3' era and marking the start of a youth movement for the team.[105] One of the leading players in that was 2013 draft pick Kelly Olynyk[image: External link].[106]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2013–present: The Brad Stevens era




On July 3, 2013, the Celtics announced that Brad Stevens[image: External link], the head coach of Butler University[image: External link], would replace Doc Rivers as head coach.[107] Halfway through the season, in January, Rajon Rondo made his return and was named the 15th Team Captain in team history, and the team furthered the youth movement by acquiring two draft picks in a three team trade that sent Jordan Crawford and MarShon Brooks to the Golden State Warriors while the Celtics received the Heat center Joel Anthony[image: External link]. The 2013–14 season marked the Celtics' first missed playoffs since the 'Big Three'.[108]

The next off-season, the Celtics drafted Marcus Smart[image: External link] with the 6th overall pick and James Young[image: External link] with the 17th overall pick in the 2014 NBA draft[image: External link],[109] and signed Evan Turner[image: External link]. The 2014–15 season had several roster moves, the most prominent being Rondo and rookie Dwight Powell[image: External link] traded to the Dallas Mavericks for center Brandan Wright, forward Jae Crowder[image: External link], veteran point guard Jameer Nelson[image: External link], and future picks.[110] A total of 22 players spent time with the Celtics,[111] leading scorer and rebounder Sullinger suffered a season-ending left metatarsal stress fracture,[112] and the team was only tenth in the East with 28 games remaining.[113] However, midseason acquisition Isaiah Thomas[image: External link] helped the team win 22 of their last 34 games, finishing the season with a 40–42 record, enough for the seventh seed in the Eastern Conference Playoffs[image: External link].[114] The Celtics were swept by the second seeded Cleveland Cavaliers in the first round.

In the 2015 NBA draft[image: External link] Boston selected Terry Rozier[image: External link], R.J. Hunter[image: External link], Jordan Mickey[image: External link], and Marcus Thornton[image: External link] with the 16th, 28th, 33rd, and 45th selections respectively.

During the off-season, the Celtics signed forward Amir Johnson and traded Gerald Wallace and Chris Babb in exchange for Warriors forward David Lee.

The Celtics finished the 2015–16 NBA season with a 48–34 record, earning the fifth seed in the Eastern Conference. They played the fourth seed Atlanta Hawks in the first round of the playoffs. After leading by 3 points in the fourth quarter of Game 1, guard Avery Bradley went down with a hamstring injury, making him sit out for the rest of the series. The Celtics lost the series 4–2 to the Hawks, ending their season.
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 Rivalries
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 Los Angeles Lakers




See: Celtics–Lakers rivalry[image: External link]


The rivalry between the Boston Celtics and Los Angeles Lakers involves the two most storied franchises in NBA history. It has been called the NBA's best rivalry.[115] The two teams have met a record twelve times in the NBA Finals[image: External link], starting with their first Finals meeting in 1959[image: External link]. They would go on to dominate the league in the 1960s and the 1980s, facing each other six times in the 1960s, three times in the 1980s, in 2008, and in 2010.

The rivalry had been less intense since the retirements of Magic Johnson and Larry Bird in the early 1990s, but in 2008 it was renewed as the Celtics and Lakers met in the Finals for the first time since 1987, with the Celtics winning the series in six games. They faced off once again in the 2010 NBA Finals[image: External link] which the Lakers won in seven games. The two teams have won the two highest numbers of championships, the Celtics 17, the Lakers 16; together, the 33 championships account for almost half of the 67 championships in NBA history.
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 Philadelphia 76ers




See: Celtics–76ers rivalry[image: External link]


The Celtics and the Philadelphia 76ers are the two teams who have the most meetings in the NBA Playoffs[image: External link], playing each other in 19 series, of which the Celtics have won 12.[116] The 76ers are considered as the Celtics' biggest rival in the Eastern Conference. The rivalry reached its peak when players Bill Russell and Wilt Chamberlain of the 76ers played each other from 1965 to 1968. Their play would result in the Celtics not winning every NBA Finals series in the 1960s when the Sixers won in 1967.[117] During the early 1980s, the teams constantly fought for conference championships with Larry Bird leading the Celtics and Julius Erving[image: External link] leading the 76ers.[118]
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 Detroit Pistons




See: Celtics–Pistons rivalry[image: External link]


The rivalry between the Celtics and the Detroit Pistons peaked in the 1980s, featuring players such as Larry Bird, Kevin McHale, Robert Parish, Isiah Thomas[image: External link], Bill Laimbeer[image: External link], Dennis Rodman[image: External link], and Joe Dumars[image: External link]. These teams met in the NBA Playoffs[image: External link] five times in 7 seasons from 1985 to 1991, with the Celtics winning in 1985 and 1987, and the Pistons coming out on top en route to back-to-back Finals appearances in 1988[image: External link] and their championship seasons of 1989[image: External link] and 1990[image: External link]. Led by Paul Pierce[image: External link], Kevin Garnett[image: External link] and Ray Allen in the 2008 Eastern Conference Finals[image: External link] the Celtics defeated the Pistons in 6 games to advance to the NBA Finals where they went on to beat the Lakers also in 6 games.[119]
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 New York Knicks




See: Celtics–Knicks rivalry[image: External link]


The rivalry between the Celtics and the New York Knicks stems from the location of the teams, both of which are in the NBA's Atlantic division. It is one of many rivalries between Boston and New York teams. Boston and New York are also the only two original NBA franchises that have remained in the same city for the duration of their existence. The teams have played 512 games against each other during the regular season, with the Celtics winning 276 times. The two teams have also faced each other 61 times during the playoffs, with the Celtics winning 34 times.[120]
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 Brooklyn Nets




The Boston Celtics were once rivals of the New Jersey Nets during the early 2000s due to their respective locations and their burgeoning stars. The Nets were led by Jason Kidd and Kenyon Martin, while the Celtics were experiencing newfound success behind Paul Pierce and Antoine Walker. The rivalry began to heat up in the 2002 Eastern Conference Finals, which was preceded by trash talking from the Celtics[121] who claimed Martin was a "fake" tough guy. Things progressed as the series started, and on-court tensions seemed to spill into the stands. Celtics' fans berated Kidd and his family with chants of "Wife Beater!"[122] in response to Kidd's 2001 domestic abuse charge. When asked about the fan barbs being traded, Kenyon Martin[image: External link] stated, "Our fans hate them, their fans hate us." Bill Walton[image: External link] said at the time that Nets-Celtics was the "beginning of the next great NBA rivalry" during the Eastern Conference Finals in 2002 with the Nets advancing to the NBA Finals, though New Jersey would go on to sweep Boston in the 2003 playoffs. In 2012, the year the Nets returned to New York in the borough of Brooklyn, there were indications that the rivalry might be rekindled when an altercation occurred on the court on November 28, resulting in the ejection of Rajon Rondo[image: External link], Gerald Wallace, and Kris Humphries. Rondo was suspended for two games in the aftermath, while Wallace and Kevin Garnett[image: External link] were fined.[123] The story was revisited on December 25, when Wallace grabbed Garnett's shorts and the two had to be broken up by referees and players alike. However, the rivalry between the Nets and the Celtics appeared significantly cooled off by the June 2013 blockbuster trade that dealt Celtics stars Garnett and Paul Pierce[image: External link] to the Nets in exchange for Wallace, Humphries, and others. This move was billed as a merger of the two Atlantic Division teams.[124] Celtics announcer Sean Grande[image: External link] said "It's almost as if you found a great home for these guys. You couldn't have found a better place. These guys will be in the New York market, they'll be on a competitive team, they'll stay on national TV. It's funny, because the enemy of my enemy is my friend. So with Celtics fans feeling the way they do about the Heat, feeling the way they do about the Knicks, the Nets are going to become almost the second [Boston] team now."[125]
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 Season-by-season record




List of the last five seasons completed by the Celtics. For the full season-by-season history, see List of Boston Celtics seasons[image: External link].

Note: GP = Games played, W = Wins, L = Losses, % = Winning Percentage;



	Season
	GP
	W
	L
	 %
	Finish
	Playoffs



	2011–12[image: External link]
	66
	39
	27
	.591
	1st, Atlantic
	Lost in Conference Finals, 3–4 ( Heat[image: External link])



	2012–13[image: External link]
	81
	41
	40
	.506
	3rd, Atlantic
	Lost in First Round, 2–4 (Knicks)



	2013–14[image: External link]
	82
	25
	57
	.305
	4th, Atlantic
	Did not qualify



	2014–15[image: External link]
	82
	40
	42
	.488
	2nd, Atlantic
	Lost in First Round, 0–4 (Cavaliers)



	2015–16[image: External link]
	82
	48
	34
	.585
	2nd, Atlantic
	Lost in First Round, 2–4 (Hawks)
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 Records, retired numbers and awards




See: List of Boston Celtics accomplishments and records[image: External link]


The Celtics have a NBA record 17 Championships including 8 in a row, or 11 championships in 13 years. They also have 52 playoff appearances. The Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame have 40 enshrined players who played for the Celtics,[126] and the franchise is the one with the most retired numbers[image: External link] in all American sports, with 21.[127]
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 FIBA Hall of Fame






	Boston Celtics FIBA Hall of Famers



	Players



	No.
	Name
	Position
	Tenure
	Inducted



	6
	Bill Russell[image: External link]
	C[image: External link]
	1956–1969
	2007
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 Home arenas






	Arena
	Location
	Duration



	Boston Arena[image: External link]
	Boston[image: External link]
	
1946[image: External link]– 1955[image: External link]




	Boston Garden[image: External link]
	Boston[image: External link]
	
1946[image: External link]– 1995[image: External link]




	Hartford Civic Center[image: External link]
	
Hartford[image: External link], Connecticut[image: External link]

	
1975[image: External link]– 1995[image: External link]




	TD Garden[image: External link]
	Boston[image: External link]
	
1995[image: External link]–present
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 Players




See: Boston Celtics all-time roster[image: External link]
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 Current roster






	

Boston Celtics roster


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]











	Players
	Coaches



	


	Pos.
	No.
	Name
	Height
	Weight
	DOB (YYYY-MM-DD)
	From



	G
	0
	Bradley, Avery[image: External link]
	6 ft 2 in (1.88 m)
	180 lb (82 kg)
	1990-11-26
	Texas



	G/F
	7
	Brown, Jaylen[image: External link]
	6 ft 7 in (2.01 m)
	225 lb (102 kg)
	1996-10-24
	UC Berkeley[image: External link]



	F
	99
	Crowder, Jae[image: External link]
	6 ft 6 in (1.98 m)
	235 lb (107 kg)
	1990-07-06
	Marquette[image: External link]



	G/F
	30
	Green, Gerald[image: External link]
	6 ft 7 in (2.01 m)
	205 lb (93 kg)
	1986-01-26
	Gulf Shores Academy HS (TX)[image: External link]



	F/C
	42
	Horford, Al[image: External link]
	6 ft 10 in (2.08 m)
	245 lb (111 kg)
	1986-06-03
	Florida[image: External link]



	G
	9
	Jackson, Demetrius[image: External link] (DL)
	6 ft 1 in (1.85 m)
	201 lb (91 kg)
	1994-09-07
	Notre Dame[image: External link]



	F
	8
	Jerebko, Jonas[image: External link]
	6 ft 10 in (2.08 m)
	231 lb (105 kg)
	1987-03-02
	Sweden[image: External link]



	F/C
	90
	Johnson, Amir[image: External link]
	6 ft 9 in (2.06 m)
	240 lb (109 kg)
	1987-05-01
	Westchester HS (CA)[image: External link]



	F
	55
	Mickey, Jordan[image: External link]
	6 ft 8 in (2.03 m)
	235 lb (107 kg)
	1994-07-09
	LSU[image: External link]



	F/C
	41
	Olynyk, Kelly[image: External link]
	7 ft 0 in (2.13 m)
	238 lb (108 kg)
	1991-04-19
	Gonzaga[image: External link]



	G
	12
	Rozier, Terry[image: External link]
	6 ft 2 in (1.88 m)
	190 lb (86 kg)
	1994-03-17
	Louisville[image: External link]



	G/F
	36
	Smart, Marcus[image: External link]
	6 ft 4 in (1.93 m)
	220 lb (100 kg)
	1994-03-06
	Oklahoma State[image: External link]



	G
	4
	Thomas, Isaiah[image: External link]
	5 ft 9 in (1.75 m)
	185 lb (84 kg)
	1989-02-07
	Washington[image: External link]



	G/F
	13
	Young, James[image: External link]
	6 ft 6 in (1.98 m)
	215 lb (98 kg)
	1995-08-16
	Kentucky[image: External link]



	C[image: External link]
	44
	Zeller, Tyler[image: External link]
	7 ft 0 in (2.13 m)
	253 lb (115 kg)
	1990-01-17
	North Carolina





	

	Head coach




	Brad Stevens[image: External link]




	Assistant coach(es)




	Jerome Allen[image: External link]

	Jay Larrañaga[image: External link]

	Walter McCarty[image: External link]

	Micah Shrewsberry[image: External link]

	Jamie Young[image: External link]






	Legend





	
(C) Team captain

	
(DP) Unsigned draft pick

	
(FA) Free agent

	
(S) Suspended

	
(DL) On assignment to D-League affiliate

	Injured







Roster[image: External link] • Transactions[image: External link]

Last transaction: 2017-02-15
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 Retained draft rights




The Celtics hold the draft rights to the following unsigned draft picks who have been playing outside the NBA. A drafted player is ostensibly either an international draftee or a college draftee who isn't signed by the team that drafted him, is allowed to sign with any non-NBA teams. In this case, the team retains the player's draft rights in the NBA until one year after the player's contract with the non-NBA team ends.[128] This list includes draft rights that were acquired from trades with other teams.



	Draft
	Round
	Pick
	Player
	Pos.
	Nationality
	Current team
	Note(s)
	Ref



	2016[image: External link]
	1
	16
	Yabusele, GuerschonGuerschon Yabusele[image: External link]
	F
	  France[image: External link]
	Maine Red Claws[image: External link] (D-League)
	
	[129]



	2016[image: External link]
	1
	23
	Žižić, AnteAnte Žižić[image: External link]
	C
	  Croatia[image: External link]
	Darüşşafaka Doğuş[image: External link] ( Turkey[image: External link])
	
	[129]



	2016[image: External link]
	2
	58
	Nader, AbdelAbdel Nader[image: External link]
	F
	  Egypt[image: External link]
	Maine Red Claws[image: External link] (D-League)
	
	[129]



	2015[image: External link]
	2
	45
	Thornton, MarcusMarcus Thornton[image: External link]
	G
	 United States
	Consultinvest Pesaro[image: External link] ( Italy[image: External link])
	
	[130]
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 Captains






	All-time Team captains



	Captain
	Tenure



	Bob Cousy[image: External link]
	1950–1963[131]




	
Frank Ramsey[image: External link] & Bill Russell[image: External link]

	1963–1964[132]




	Bill Russell
	1964–1966



	John Havlicek[image: External link]
	January 16, 1967[133]–1978



	
Jo Jo White & Dave Cowens

	October 17, 1978[134]–November 14, 1978



	Jo Jo White
	November 14, 1978 – January 30, 1979



	
Dave Cowens & Chris Ford[image: External link]

	January 31, 1979[135]–1979



	Dave Cowens
	1979 – October 1, 1980[136]




	Larry Bird[image: External link]
	1983[137]–1992[138]




	Reggie Lewis[image: External link]
	1992–1993[138]




	Robert Parish
	1993–1994[139]




	
Dominique Wilkins[image: External link] & Dee Brown[image: External link]

	1994–1995[140]




	Dee Brown
	1995–1996[141]




	Rick Fox[image: External link]
	1996–1997[142]




	Dee Brown & Antoine Walker[image: External link]

	October 8, 1997[143]–December 2, 1997[144]




	Dee Brown, Antoine Walker, & Pervis Ellison[image: External link]

	December 2, 1997[144]-February 18, 1998[145]




	Antoine Walker and Pervis Ellison
	February 18, 1998 – 1998



	Antoine Walker
	1998–1999



	Antoine Walker & Dana Barros[image: External link]

	1999–2000[146]




	Antoine Walker & Paul Pierce[image: External link]

	2000[147]–2003



	Paul Pierce
	2003–2013



	Rajon Rondo[image: External link]
	January 17, 2014 – December 19, 2014[148]
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 Coaches
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 Head coaches




See: List of Boston Celtics head coaches[image: External link]


There have been 17 head coaches in Celtics' history. Red Auerbach[image: External link] is the most successful franchise's head coach having won 9 NBA championships with the team. Celtics' legend Bill Russell[image: External link] took coaching duties from Auerbach and led them to 2 NBA championships while playing and coaching at the same time. The other two coaches that won 2 NBA titles with the team are Tom Heinsohn[image: External link] and K. C. Jones[image: External link]. Both Bill Fitch[image: External link] and Doc Rivers led the Celtics to 1 NBA championship the latter being the most recent coach to do so. Brad Stevens[image: External link] is the current head coach for the team.[107]
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 Assistant coaches






	
Danny Silva (1946–1948)[149]


	
Henry McCarthy (1948–1950)[149]


	
Art Spector[image: External link] (1949–1950)[149]


	
John Killilea[image: External link] (1972–1977)[149]


	
Tom Sanders[image: External link] (1977–1978)[149]


	
K. C. Jones[image: External link] (1977–1983, 1996–1997)[149]


	
Bob McKinnon (1978–1979)[149]


	
Jim Rodgers[image: External link] (1980–1988)[149]


	
Chris Ford[image: External link] (1983–1990)[149]


	
Ed Badger[image: External link] (1984–1988)[149]


	
Lanny Van Eman (1988–1990)[149]


	
Don Casey[image: External link] (1990–1996)[149]


	
Jon P. Jennings[image: External link] (1990–1994)[149]


	
Dennis Johnson[image: External link] (1993–1997)[149]


	
John Kuester[image: External link] (1995–1997)[149]


	
Winston Bennett[image: External link] (1997–1998)[149]


	
Andy Enfield[image: External link] (1998–2000)[149]


	
Jim O'Brien[image: External link][149] (1997–2001)

	
John Carroll[image: External link] (1997–2004)[149]


	
Kevin Willard[image: External link] (1997–2001)

	
Mark Starns (1997–2001)

	
Lester Conner[image: External link] (1998–2004)[149]


	
Dick Harter[image: External link] (2001–2004)[149]


	
Frank Vogel[image: External link] (2001–2004)[149]


	
Dana Barros[image: External link] (February 2004-end of 2003–04[image: External link])

	
Paul Cormier[image: External link] (February 2004 – 2005)

	
Jim Brewer[image: External link] (2004–2006)

	
Paul Pressey[image: External link] (2004–2006)[149]


	
Tony Brown[image: External link] (2004–2007)

	
Dave Wohl[image: External link] (2004–2007)[149]


	
Armond Hill[image: External link] (2004–2013)[149]


	
Kevin Eastman[image: External link] (2004–2013)

	
Clifford Ray[image: External link] (2005–2010)[149]


	
Tom Thibodeau[image: External link] (2007–2010)[149]


	
Mike Longabardi[image: External link] (2007–2013)[149]


	
Lawrence Frank[image: External link] (2010–2011)[149]


	
Roy Rogers[image: External link] (2010–2011)[149]


	
Tyronn Lue[image: External link] (2011–2013)[149]


	
Jamie Young[image: External link] (2011–present)[149]


	
Jay Larrañaga[image: External link] (2012–present)

	
Micah Shrewsberry[image: External link] (2013–present)

	
Ron Adams (2013–2014)

	
Walter McCarty[image: External link] (2013–present)

	
Jerome Allen[image: External link] (2015–present)
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 Logos and uniforms
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 Logos




The Boston Celtics logo since the early 1960s features a leprechaun[image: External link] spinning a basketball, named Lucky. It was originally designed by Zang Auerbach, the brother of Celtics head coach Red Auerbach[image: External link].[3] For a long time, the logo's only colors were black, white and green.[citation needed[image: External link]] Then for the 1996–97 season, celebrating the club's 50th anniversary, the logo got a full-color treatment. Lucky's face and hands were both painted tan, while gold was included on the vest, bow tie and hat, as well as brown on the ball and shillelagh[image: External link], and black on its pants and shoes.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The Celtics also have various alternative logos, with the most popular being a white shamrock[image: External link] with the letters "Celtics" above it, wrapped in a green circle, which has been used since the 1998–99 season[image: External link]. The alternate logo is based on logos used by the Celtics before they used the Zang Auerbach leprechaun. For much of its history, the shamrock was trimmed in gold, as seen in the old team warmup jackets. A new secondary logo, unveiled in 2014, featured a variation of the leprechaun logo, albeit in silhouette form.[150][151]
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 Uniforms




The Celtics jerseys have always been green on away games and white on home games since their inception in 1946. Except for some minor modifications, most notably the road 'Boston' script and the serifed version of the uniforms during the Bill Russell[image: External link] era, the jerseys remained unchanged through the years.

Beginning in 2005–06, the Celtics began using alternate home/road jerseys which are green with black lettering and trim featuring the word "Boston" on the front side of the jersey. The alternate jersey made few appearances in its first 2 seasons, but since 2007[image: External link] it has been used much more often, in more than half of the road games. The uniforms traditionally make their debut on the last Friday of November home games, and are used on the road for games after that, though they also wear it at home on a few occasions.

Also, in 2005–06, the Celtics began a tradition of wearing green jerseys with gold trim as part of the St. Patrick's Day[image: External link] celebrations the NBA puts into place every third week of March. Except for the word "Boston" in front and the gold trim, the St. Patrick's Day jerseys resemble the regular road jerseys. For the first four years, the St. Paddy's jerseys were used four times, a majority of which on the road; however in the 2009–10 NBA season[image: External link], they were used just twice (both home games). They wore them six times in the 2011–12 season; wearing them at its earliest on March 9, their final home game before an eight-game road trip. The uniform was the only one in the current Celtics set that does not use the Adidas[image: External link] Revolution 30 design.

During the 2006–07 season[image: External link], the Celtics wore a commemorative patch of a black shamrock[image: External link] with the nickname "Red" in green letters on the right top of the jersey in remembrance of Red Auerbach[image: External link], who died shortly prior to the beginning of the season.[152]

During the NBA Europe Live Tour[image: External link] prior to the 2007–08 season[image: External link], the Celtics used the alternate road jerseys in their game against the Toronto Raptors in Rome, except that the words "Boston" on the front side of the jersey and the shamrock on the shorts and on the reverse side of the jersey contained the green, white and red tricolors[image: External link] of the Italian flag[image: External link]. In the second game in London, the regular road jerseys featured a patch containing the Union Jack[image: External link].

At the 2008–09 season[image: External link] opener against the Cleveland Cavaliers, the Celtics wore a modified version of their home uniforms, accented with gold, to commemorate last season's championship team.

In the 2012–13 season[image: External link], the Celtics wore a special edition Christmas Day uniform known as 'Big Color'. The uniform is entirely green, with the exception of logos and lettering traced in white.

In the 2013–14 season[image: External link], the Celtics replaced their alternate St. Patrick's uniform with a new, sleeved version. Unlike the previous uniform, the front featured the team name in front, gold side panels and a white shamrock at the back, while the shorts closely resemble the green/black third uniform save for the gold accents. For the 2015–16 season, the Celtics decided to go with a green/gold variation of their alternate uniform for St. Patrick's week.

A home grey alternate sleeved uniform was unveiled on November 6, 2014. The uniform features a serifed vertical arch 'Celtics' wordmark in white with green trim, with names in green and numbers in white with green trim. In addition, it features a pattern of the Celtics' famed parquet floor[image: External link] on the sides, a silhouette version of their leprechaun logo on the waistband, and a green shamrock on the left leg of the shorts. The grey uniforms were used for six home dates during the season.[153] Also that season, the shamrock that had been present at the back of the uniforms since the 2006–07 season was replaced by the NBA logo, while a gold tab representing the club's 17 championships was stitched atop the neck stripe.

The team has honored deceased members of the Celtics family with a commemorative black band on the left shoulder strap of the jersey. It has been featured eight times in the history of the franchise: Walter Brown[image: External link] ( 1964–65[image: External link]), Bob Schmertz[image: External link] (1975–76), Joan Cohen ( 1989–90[image: External link]), Johnny Most[image: External link] (1993–94), Reggie Lewis[image: External link] (1993–94), Dorothy Auerbach ( 2000–01[image: External link]), Dennis Johnson[image: External link] ( 2006–07[image: External link]).[152] and Jim Loscutoff[image: External link] ( 2015–16[image: External link]).

The team also had the tradition of wearing black sneakers through most of their history, except during the early 1980s when they wore green sneakers. According to legend, Celtics patriarch Red Auerbach[image: External link] had a problem with the white sneakers, claiming that the white sneakers can easily get dirty; hence starting a long tradition with the black sneakers. But prior to the 2003–04 season[image: External link], current Celtics GM Danny Ainge[image: External link] and captain Paul Pierce[image: External link] suggested wearing white sneakers, in due part to a growing number of teams wearing black sneakers. Auerbach gladly accepted and the white sneakers have remained since on home games. They still wore the black sneakers on away games, but in the 2008–09 season[image: External link], they wore white sneakers with green and gold accents while wearing their St. Patrick's Day jerseys on the road. Most recently, when the Celtics play on Christmas Day, they wore white or green sneakers with red and gold accents.[154] Since the 2009–10 season, the NBA relaxed its rules on specified sneaker colors, and Celtics players are now seen wearing either green, white or black sneakers at home and on the road.

The Celtics were the only team to wear warmup jackets with the player names on the back. During the 1980s, this style was dominant in most NBA warmup jackets, but by the late 1990s, this style gradually declined. The Celtics, however, kept the design in keeping with tradition, before discontinuing the practice after the 2011–12 season. By that time Adidas issues a new warmup jacket design annually, and for a few seasons, they provided players with a customized shooting shirt containing the player's name and uniform number on the back.

In January 2017, the Celtics signed a multi-year deal with General Electric[image: External link] where they will become the "exclusive Data and Analytics partner" for the team. As part of the deal, the uniforms will have the GE logo prominently placed on the left shoulder of Celtics' jerseys in green and white. This will be the first time a corporate logo will have placement on the game uniforms.[155][156]
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 Television and radio




See: List of Boston Celtics broadcasters[image: External link]


Comcast SportsNet New England[image: External link] is the Boston Celtics' main television outlet, having aired its games since 1981 when the station was known as SportsChannel[image: External link] New England. Like all the other SportsChannel networks, the New England channel was rebranded as Fox Sports[image: External link] New England when former owner Cablevision[image: External link] entered into a partnership with Liberty Media[image: External link] and News Corporation[image: External link] in 1998. Comcast purchased Cablevision's original network stake in 2001, then acquired the remaining stake in what was now FSN[image: External link] New England in 2007 and rebranded the network as CSN New England.

Mike Gorman[image: External link] provides the play-by-play with former Celtics player and coach Tommy Heinsohn[image: External link] serving as analyst for home games, while former Celtics' player Brian Scalabrine serves as analyst for road games. Abby Chin serves as courtside reporter. The Celtics can be heard on 98.5 the Sports Hub during all Boston Celtics games, all season long from preseason to postseason. The play-by-play announcer is Sean Grande[image: External link] with commentary from Cedric Maxwell[image: External link].

On September 26, 2013, the Celtics and 98.5 The Sports Hub announced a multi-year partnership in which the Boston Celtics games will be broadcast on the market's leading sports station. Beginning with the 2013–14 season, 98.5 The Sports Hub will feature select pre-season games, and all regular and post-season matchups, as well as produce extended pre- and postgame shows focused entirely on the Celtics.[157]
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 Management
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	Ownership history



	Owner
	Tenure



	Boston Garden-Arena Corporation[image: External link]
	June 6, 1946 –July 31, 1950



	
Walter A. Brown[image: External link]/Lou Pieri[image: External link]

	July 31, 1950 – September 7, 1964[158]




	
Lou Pieri[image: External link] and Marjorie Brown[image: External link], wife of team founder
	September 7, 1964 – June 24, 1965



	
Marvin Kratter[image: External link]/Knickerbocker Brewing Company, subsidiary of National Equities
	June 24, 1965 – 1968



	
Ballantine Brewery[image: External link], subsidiary of Investors Funding Corporation
	1968–1969



	Trans-National Communications[image: External link]
	1969–1971



	
Ballantine Brewery[image: External link], subsidiary of Investors Funding Corporation
	1971–1972



	
Irv Levin[image: External link] and Harold Lipton
	April 1972 – May 1972*



	
Robert Schmertz[image: External link]/Leisure Technology
	May 1972 – January 1975



	
Robert Schmertz[image: External link]/Leisure Technology, Irv Levin[image: External link], and Harold Lipton
	January 1975 – November 1975[159]




	
Irv Levin[image: External link] and Harold Lipton
	November 1975 – 1978



	
John Y. Brown, Jr.[image: External link] and Harry T. Mangurian, Jr.[image: External link]

	1978–1979



	Harry T. Mangurian, Jr.[image: External link]
	1979–1983



	
Don Gaston[image: External link], Alan N. Cohen[image: External link], Paul Dupee
	1983–1993[47]




	Paul Gaston
	1993–2002[160]




	
Boston Basketball Partners L.L.C.[image: External link] — consisting of Wycliffe Grousbeck[image: External link], Stephen Pagliuca[image: External link], H. Irving Grousbeck[image: External link] and The Abbey Group, represented by Robert Epstein[image: External link]

	2002–present[74]





*Sale not approved by NBA[161]
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 Team presidents






	All-time Team presidents



	President
	Tenure



	Walter A. Brown[image: External link]
	1946–1963[149]




	Louis Pieri[image: External link]
	1963–1965[149]




	Jack Waldron[image: External link]
	1965–1967[149]




	Clarence H. Adams[image: External link]
	1967–1968[149]




	Jack Waldron
	1968–1970[149]




	Red Auerbach[image: External link]
	1970–1997[149]




	Rick Pitino[image: External link]
	1997–2001[149]




	Red Auerbach
	2001–2006[50]




	Rich Gotham[image: External link]
	2007–present[162]
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 General managers






	GM history



	GM
	Tenure



	Walter A. Brown[image: External link]
	1946–1951[149]




	Red Auerbach[image: External link]
	1951–1984[149]




	Jan Volk[image: External link]
	1984–1997[149]




	Chris Wallace[image: External link]
	1997–2007[163]




	Danny Ainge[image: External link]
	2007–present[164]
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 Other






	Name
	Position
	Tenure



	Dave Gavitt[image: External link]
	CEO
	1990–1994



	Larry Bird[image: External link]
	Special assistant to front office
	1992–1997



	M. L. Carr[image: External link]
	Director of Basketball Operations
	1994–1997



	Danny Ainge[image: External link]
	President of Basketball Operations[164]

	2003–present
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 Medical staff
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 Team physicians






	All-time Team physicians



	Physician
	Tenure



	Dr. Robert Steinsieck
	1956–1958[165]




	Dr. Jack Longford
	1958–1959[165]




	Dr. John Doherty
	1959–1969[165]




	Dr. Thomas Silva
	1969–1987[165]




	Dr. Arnold Scheller
	1987–2005[165]




	Dr. Brian McKeon
	2005–present[165]
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 Team athletic trainers






	All-time Trainers



	Trainer
	Tenure



	Harry Cohen
	1946–1958[165]




	Buddy LeRoux[image: External link]
	1958–1967[165]




	Joe DeLauri
	1967–1972[165]




	Frank Challant
	1972–1979[165]




	Ray Melchiorre
	1979–1987[165]




	Ed Lacerte
	1987–present[166]
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 See also





	
The Sports Museum[image: External link] (at TD Garden)
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 Notes






	
^ As of February 2017, the Boston Celtics have the highest percentage of National Basketball Association championships with 25.4 percent, and in Major League Baseball, the New York Yankees[image: External link] have the highest percentage with 24.8 percent.
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Los Angeles Lakers





The Los Angeles Lakers are an American professional basketball[image: External link] team based in Los Angeles[image: External link]. The Lakers compete in the National Basketball Association (NBA), as a member club of the league's Western Conference[image: External link] Pacific Division. The Lakers play their home games at Staples Center, an arena shared with the NBA's Los Angeles Clippers, the Los Angeles Sparks of the Women's National Basketball Association, and the Los Angeles Kings of the National Hockey League.[8] The Lakers are one of the most successful teams in the history of the NBA, and have won 16 NBA championships, their last being in 2010[image: External link]. As of 2015, the Lakers are the second most valuable franchise in the NBA according to Forbes[image: External link], having an estimated value of $2.7 billion.[9]

The franchise began with the 1947 purchase of a disbanded team, the Detroit Gems of the National Basketball League (NBL). The new team began playing in Minneapolis[image: External link], calling themselves the Minneapolis Lakers in honor of the state's nickname, "Land of 10,000 Lakes".[10] Initially a member of the NBL, the Lakers won the 1948 NBL championship before joining the rival Basketball Association of America and winning five of the next six BAA and NBA championships in Minneapolis after the NBA formed in 1949. The team was propelled by center[image: External link] George Mikan[image: External link], who is described by the NBA's official website as the league's "first superstar".[11] After struggling financially in the late 1950s following Mikan's retirement, they relocated[image: External link] to Los Angeles before the 1960–61 season[image: External link].

Led by Hall of Famers Elgin Baylor[image: External link] and Jerry West[image: External link], Los Angeles made the NBA Finals[image: External link] six times in the 1960s, but lost each series to the Boston Celtics, beginning their long and storied rivalry[image: External link]. In 1968, the Lakers acquired four-time NBA Most Valuable Player (MVP) Wilt Chamberlain to play center, and after losing in the Finals in 1969 and 1970, they won their sixth NBA title—and first in Los Angeles—in 1972, led by new head coach Bill Sharman. After the retirement of West and Chamberlain, the team acquired another center, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link], who had won multiple MVP awards, but was unable to make the Finals in the late 1970s. The 1980s Lakers were nicknamed " Showtime[image: External link]" due to their Magic Johnson-led fast break-offense, and won five championships in a 9-year span, including their first ever Finals championship against the Celtics in 1985[image: External link]. This team featured Hall of Famers in Johnson, Abdul-Jabbar, and James Worthy[image: External link], and a Hall of Fame coach, Pat Riley[image: External link]. After Abdul-Jabbar and Johnson's retirement, the team struggled in the early 1990s before acquiring Shaquille O'Neal[image: External link] and Kobe Bryant in 1996. Led by O'Neal, Bryant, and another Hall of Fame coach, Phil Jackson[image: External link], Los Angeles won three consecutive titles between 2000[image: External link] to 2002[image: External link], securing the franchise its second " three-peat[image: External link]". After losing both the 2004[image: External link] and 2008 NBA Finals[image: External link], the Lakers won two more championships by defeating the Orlando Magic in 2009[image: External link] and Boston in 2010.

The Lakers hold the record for NBA's longest winning streak, 33 straight games, set during the 1971–72 season.[12] 21 Hall of Famers have played for Los Angeles, while four have coached the team. Four Lakers—Abdul-Jabbar, Johnson, O'Neal, and Bryant—have won the NBA MVP Award for a total of eight awards.[13]
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See: History of the Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
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 1947–48 & 1948–1959: Beginnings and Minneapolis dynasty




The Lakers' franchise began in 1947 when Ben Berger[image: External link] and Morris Chalfen[image: External link] of Minnesota purchased the recently disbanded Detroit Gems[14] of the National Basketball League (NBL) for $15,000 from Gems owner Maury Winston.[15] Minneapolis sportswriter Sid Hartman[image: External link] played a key behind the scenes role in helping put together the deal and later the team.[16] Inspired by Minnesota's nickname, "Land of 10,000 Lakes", the team christened themselves the Lakers.[10][17] Hartman helped them hire John Kundla[image: External link] from College of St. Thomas[image: External link], to be their first head coach, by meeting with him and selling him on the team.[18][19]

The Lakers had a solid roster which featured forward Jim Pollard[image: External link], playmaker Herm Schaefer[image: External link], and center George Mikan[image: External link], who became the most dominant player in the NBL.[20] In their first season, they led the league with a 43–17 record.[21]

In 1948, the Lakers moved from the NBL to the Basketball Association of America (BAA), and Mikan's 28.3 point per game (ppg) scoring average set a BAA record. In the 1949 BAA Finals[image: External link] they won the championship, beating the Washington Capitols[image: External link] four games to two.[22] The following season, the team improved to 51–17, repeating as champions.[23] In the 1950–51 season, Mikan won his third straight scoring title at 28.4 ppg and the Lakers went 44–24 to win their second straight division title.[24] One of those games, a 19–18 loss against the Fort Wayne Pistons, became infamous as the lowest scoring game in NBA history.[25] In the playoffs, they defeated the Indianapolis Olympians[image: External link] in three games but lost to the Rochester Royals[image: External link] in the next round.[20]

During the 1951–52 season[image: External link], the Lakers won 40 games, finishing second in their division.[26] They faced the New York Knicks in the NBA Finals[image: External link], which they won in seven games.[27] In the 1952–53[image: External link] season, Mikan led the NBA in rebounding, averaging 14.4 rebounds per game (rpg), and was named MVP of the 1953 NBA All-Star Game[image: External link].[24] After a 48–22 regular season, the Lakers defeated the Fort Wayne Pistons in the Western playoffs to advance to the NBA Finals[image: External link].[27] They then defeated the New York Knicks to win their second straight championship.[28] Though Lakers star George Mikan suffered from knee problems throughout the 1953–54[image: External link] season, he was still able to average 18 ppg.[29] Clyde Lovellette[image: External link], who was drafted in 1952[image: External link], helped the team win the Western Division.[29] The team won its third straight championship in the 1950s and fifth in six seasons when it defeated the Syracuse Nationals in seven games.[28]

Following Mikan's retirement in the 1954 off-season, the Lakers struggled but still managed to win 40 games. Although they defeated the Rochester Royals in the first round of the playoffs, they were defeated by the Fort Wayne Pistons in the semifinals.[30] Although they had losing records the next two seasons, they made the playoffs each year.[26] Mikan came back for the last half of the 1955–56 season, but struggled and retired for good after the season.[31] Led by Lovellette's 20.6 points and 13.5 rebounds, they advanced to the Conference Finals in 1956–57. The Lakers had one of the worst seasons in team history in 1957–58 when they won a league-low 19 games.[32] They had hired Mikan, who had been the team's general manager for the previous two seasons, as head coach to replace Kundla. Mikan was fired in January when the team was 9–30, and Kundla was rehired.[26][33]

The Lakers earned the top pick in the 1958 NBA draft[image: External link] and used it to select Elgin Baylor[image: External link]. Baylor, who was named NBA Rookie of the Year and co-MVP of the 1959 NBA All-Star Game[image: External link], averaged 24.9 ppg and 15.0 rpg helping the Lakers improve to second in their division despite a 33–39 record.[34] After upsetting the Hawks in six games in the division finals, they returned to the NBA Finals, but were swept by the Celtics, beginning their long rivalry.[35]
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 1959–1968: Move to Los Angeles and Celtics rivalry




In their last year[image: External link] in Minneapolis, the Lakers went 25–50. On January 18, 1960, the team was coming off a loss and traveling to St. Louis when their plane crash-landed.[38] Snow storms had driven the pilot 150 miles off course when he was forced to land in a cornfield. No one was hurt.[39] Their record earned them the number two pick in the 1960 NBA draft[image: External link]. The team selected Jerry West[image: External link] from West Virginia University[image: External link].[40] During the 1960 off-season, the Lakers became the NBA's first West Coast team when owner Bob Short[image: External link] decided to move the team to Los Angeles.[41] Led by Baylor's 34.8 ppg and 19.8 rpg, Los Angeles won 11 more than the year before in West's first season.[42] On November 15 that season, Baylor set a new NBA scoring record when he scored 71 points in a victory against the New York Knicks while grabbing 25 rebounds.[43] In doing so, Baylor broke his own NBA record of 64 points. Despite a losing record, the Lakers made the playoffs[image: External link].[26] They came within two points of the NBA Finals[image: External link] when they lost in game seven of their second round series against St. Louis.[44]

Led by Baylor and West at 38.3 and 30.8 ppg respectively,[45] the Lakers improved to 54–26 in 1961–62[image: External link], and made the finals[image: External link]. In a game five victory, Baylor grabbed 22 rebounds and set the still-standing NBA record for points in a finals game with 61,[46] despite fouling out of the game.[47] The Lakers, however, lost to the Celtics by three points in overtime of game seven.[45] Frank Selvy[image: External link], after making two jumpers in the final 40 seconds to tie the game,[48][49] missed a potential game-winning 18 foot jump shot[image: External link] in regulation, a miss which he said in June 2010 still haunted him more than 40 years later.[49]

Los Angeles won 53 games in 1962–63[image: External link], behind Baylor's 34.0 ppg and West's 27.1 ppg[50] but lost in the NBA Finals in six games to the Celtics.[50] After falling to 42–38 and losing in the first round of the 1964 NBA Playoffs to the Hawks, the team won 49 games in 1964–65. The Lakers surged past the Baltimore Bullets[image: External link] in the division finals, behind West's record-setting 46.3 ppg in the series.[51] They lost again to Celtics in the Finals however, this time in five games.[52]

Los Angeles lost in the finals to Boston in seven games again in 1966, this time by two points.[53] Down by 16 entering the fourth quarter, and 10 with a minute and a half to go, the Lakers mounted a furious rally in the closing moments which fell just short.[54] After dropping to 36 wins and losing in the first round of the 1967 NBA Playoffs, they lost in the finals to the Celtics again in 1968[image: External link].[26] Los Angeles moved to a brand-new arena, The Forum[image: External link], in 1967, after playing seven seasons at the Los Angeles Memorial Sports Arena[image: External link].
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 1968–1973: Wilt arrives




On July 9, 1968, the team acquired Wilt Chamberlain from the Philadelphia 76ers for Darrell Imhoff, Archie Clark[image: External link], and Jerry Chambers[image: External link].[56] In his first season as a Laker, Chamberlain set a team record by averaging a league-leading 21.1 rpg.[57] West, Baylor, and Chamberlain each averaged over 20 points, and Los Angeles won their division.[58] The Lakers and Celtics again met in the finals[image: External link], and Los Angeles had home court advantage against Boston for the first time in their rivalry. They won the first game behind Jerry West's 53 points,[59] and had a 3–2 lead after five.[60] Boston won the series in seven games however,[61] and earned their 11th NBA Championship in 13 seasons.[62] West was named the first-ever Finals MVP[image: External link]; this remains the only time that a member of the losing team has won the award.[63] In 1970[image: External link], West won his first scoring title at 31.2 ppg, the team returned to the finals[image: External link], and for the first time in 16 years, they did not have to face the Celtics; instead playing the New York Knicks, who defeated them 4–3.[64][65] The next season the Lakers were defeated by the Milwaukee Bucks, led by future Laker Lew Alcindor (now known as Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link]) in the Western Conference Finals.[66]

The 1971–72 season brought several changes. Owner Jack Kent Cooke[image: External link] brought in Bill Sharman as head coach,[67] and Elgin Baylor announced his retirement early in the season after realizing that his legs were not healthy enough.[67] Sharman increased the team's discipline.[68] He introduced the concept of the shootaround[image: External link], where players would arrive at the arena early in the morning before a game to practice shots.[69] They won 14 straight games in November and all 16 games played in December.[67] They won three straight to open the year of 1972 but on January 9, the Milwaukee Bucks ended their winning streak by defeating the Lakers, 120–104.[70] By winning 33 straight games, Los Angeles set a record for longest winning streak of any team in American professional sports.[71] The Lakers won 69 games that season, which stood as the NBA record for 24 years until the Chicago Bulls won 72 games in 1995–96.[72] Chamberlain averaged a career-low 14.8 points but led the league in rebounding at 19.2 a game.[73] West's 9.7 assists per game (apg) led the league, he also averaged more than 25 points, and was named MVP of the 1972 NBA All-Star Game[image: External link].[73] The team failed to score 100 points just once all year,[74] and at the end of the season, Bill Sharman was named Coach of the Year[image: External link].[75] The Lakers went on to reach the finals[image: External link] against the New York Knicks where they would avenge their 1970 finals[image: External link] loss by defeating them 4 games to 1. Chamberlain tallied 24 points and 29 rebounds in game five and won the NBA Finals Most Valuable Player Award.[76][77]

The Lakers won 60 games in the 1972–73 NBA season[image: External link], and took another Pacific Division title.[78] Wilt Chamberlain, playing in his final season, again led the league in rebounding and set the still standing NBA record for field-goal percentage at 72.7%.[78] The team defeated the Chicago Bulls in seven games in the conference semifinals, then the Golden State Warriors in five in the Western Division Finals.[78] They played the New York Knicks in the 1973 NBA Finals[image: External link]. Los Angeles took the first game by three points, but New York won the series in five games.[79]
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 1973–1979: Building "Showtime"




During the 1973–74 season[image: External link], the team was hampered by the loss of West, who played only 31 games before his legs gave out.[80] Goodrich, averaging 25.3 points, helped the team to a late-season surge.[80] Trailing the Golden State Warriors by three games with seven left to play, the Lakers rallied to finish 47–35 and win the Pacific Division.[80] They made the playoffs but managed just one win against Milwaukee in the conference semifinals. Following the season, West retired due to contract disagreements with Cooke, and filed a suit for unpaid back wages.[81]

After missing the playoffs in the 1974–75 season, the Lakers acquired Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link], who had won three league MVP's by that time.[82] Abdul-Jabbar wanted out of Milwaukee, demanding a trade to either New York or Los Angeles.[83] He was traded for Elmore Smith[image: External link], Brian Winters, Junior Bridgeman[image: External link], and Dave Meyers[image: External link]. Abdul-Jabbar had his fourth MVP season in 1975–76, leading the league in rebounding, blocked shots, and minutes played.[84] The Lakers struggled in January, going 3–10, and finished out of the playoffs at 40–42.[84]

West and Cooke settled their differences—and the former Laker's lawsuit—and Cooke hired him to replace Sharman as the team's coach.[85] West became upset, however, when Cooke refused to spend the money necessary to acquire forward Julius Erving[image: External link], who the Nets were selling.[86] Behind another MVP season from Abdul-Jabbar, Los Angeles won the Pacific Division, finishing the 1976–77 season a league-best 53–29.[87] They defeated the Warriors in a seven-game series to open the postseason before being swept by Portland in the Western Conference Finals.[84] During the offseason, Los Angeles picked up Jamaal Wilkes from Golden State and signed first-round draft pick Norm Nixon[image: External link]. In the first two minutes of the first game of the 1977–78 season, Abdul-Jabbar punched Bucks center Kent Benson[image: External link] for an overly aggressive elbow and broke his hand.[88] Two months later, a healthy Abdul-Jabbar got into an altercation with Houston Rockets center Kevin Kunnert[image: External link] after a rebound. The team's starting power forward, Kermit Washington[image: External link], who was averaging 11.5 points and 11.2 rebounds,[89] entered the fight, and when Rudy Tomjanovich[image: External link] ran in from the bench to break up the action, Washington punched him in the face.[90] Tomjanovich nearly died from the punch, suffering a fractured skull and other facial injuries which prematurely ended his playing career.[91] Washington, who stated that he assumed Tomjanovich was a combatant, was suspended for two months by the NBA, and released by the Lakers.[92] The team won 45 games despite being down a starter in Washington and not having Abdul-Jabbar for nearly two months, but lost in the first round of the playoffs to Seattle.[93] During the 1978–79 season, the team posted a 47–35 record but lost to the SuperSonics in the semifinal round of the playoffs.[84]
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 1979–1991: "Showtime"




In the 1979 NBA draft[image: External link], Los Angeles selected 6-foot, 9-inch point guard[image: External link] Magic Johnson from Michigan State with the first overall pick.[94] It took Johnson's teammates time to acclimate themselves to his passing ability, as his "no-look" passes often caught them unaware. Once they adjusted, his passing became a key part of Los Angeles' offense.[95] The Lakers won 60 games in Johnson's rookie year, and defeated the Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] in six games in the 1980 NBA Finals[image: External link]. Johnson won the Finals MVP award, after starting at center for the injured Abdul-Jabbar in game six, and tallying 42 points, 15 rebounds, and seven assists.[96] The team fell off in the 1980–81 season[image: External link], though, as the Lakers lost Johnson for most of the season to a knee injury.[97] The team turned in a 54–28 record and finished second behind the Phoenix Suns[image: External link] in the Pacific Division.[97] The Rockets[image: External link], led by Moses Malone[image: External link], defeated Los Angeles in the first round of the playoffs.[97]

Early in the 1981–82 season[image: External link], Johnson complained to the media about head coach Paul Westhead[image: External link] and demanded a trade.[98] Westhead was fired shortly after Johnson's criticisms, and although Lakers' owner Jerry Buss[image: External link] stated that Johnson's comments did not factor into the decision, Johnson was vilified by the national media and booed both on the road and at home.[99][100][101] Buss promoted assistant coach Pat Riley[image: External link] to "co-head coach" with Jerry West (although West considered himself Riley's assistant) on November 19 and the team won 17 of its next 20 games.[97][102][103] Nicknamed " Showtime[image: External link]" due to the team's new Johnson-led fast break-offense, the Lakers won the Pacific Division title and swept both the Suns[image: External link] and Spurs[image: External link]in the 1982 playoffs[image: External link].[104] Los Angeles stretched its postseason winning streak to nine games by taking the first contest of the NBA Finals[image: External link] from the 76ers[image: External link].[97][105] The team won the Finals 4–2 to finish a 12–2 playoff run.[97] On draft night in 1982[image: External link], the Lakers had the first overall pick (the result of a trade with Cleveland midway through the 1979-80 season, when the Lakers had sent Don Ford and a 1980 first-round pick to the Cavaliers for Butch Lee and their 1982 selection) and selected James Worthy[image: External link] from North Carolina[image: External link].[106] The Lakers[image: External link] won the Pacific Division at 58–24, but Worthy suffered a leg injury in the last week of the season and missed the rest of the season.[107] Nevertheless, they advanced to play Philadelphia[image: External link] in the 1983 NBA Finals[image: External link] after defeating Portland[image: External link] and San Antonio[image: External link].[107] The Sixers, however, won the series and the championship in four games.[106] After the season West replaced Sharman as the team's GM.[108]

In the 1983–84 season[image: External link], Los Angeles went 54–28, and played Boston[image: External link] in the Finals[image: External link] for the first time since 1969[image: External link].[109] The Lakers won two of the first three games. However, Kevin McHale's hard clothesline[image: External link] foul of Lakers forward Kurt Rambis[image: External link] on a fast break is credited as a turning point of the series.[110] Boston won three of the next four to win the title and send Los Angeles's record to 0–8 in Finals series against the Celtics.[109]

Using the past year's Finals defeat as motivation, the team[image: External link] won the Pacific Division for the fourth straight year and lost just two games in the Western Conference playoffs[image: External link]. In the NBA Finals[image: External link], the Celtics[image: External link] were again the Lakers' final hurdle. Los Angeles lost game one of the NBA Finals by a score of 148–114, in what is remembered as the "Memorial Day Massacre".[111] The Lakers, behind 38-year-old Finals MVP Abdul-Jabbar, recovered to defeat the Celtics in six games.[112] The team won the title in the Boston Garden[image: External link], becoming the only visiting team to ever win an NBA championship there.[111]

In the 1985–86 season[image: External link], the Lakers started 24–3 and went on to win 62 games and their fifth straight division title.[114] The Rockets[image: External link], however, defeated the Lakers in five games in the Western Conference Finals[image: External link]. Houston won the series when Ralph Sampson hit a 20-foot jumper as time expired in game five at The Forum.[114]

Prior to the 1986–87 season[image: External link], the Lakers moved A. C. Green[image: External link] into the starting lineup, and acquired Mychal Thompson[image: External link] from the Spurs.[115] Johnson won his first career MVP Award while leading the Lakers to a 65–17 record,[115] and Michael Cooper was named NBA Defensive Player of the Year.[115] Before the season, Riley had made the decision to shift the focus of the offense to Johnson over the 40-year-old Abdul-Jabbar.[116] The Lakers advanced to the NBA Finals[image: External link] by sweeping the Nuggets[image: External link], defeating the Warriors in five games, and sweeping the SuperSonics[image: External link] in the Western Conference Finals.[117] The Lakers defeated Boston[image: External link] in the first two games of the Finals, and the teams split the next four games, giving Los Angeles their second championship in three seasons.[115] The series was highlighted by Johnson's running "baby hook" shot to win game four at Boston Garden with two seconds remaining.[118] Johnson was named the NBA Finals MVP, in addition to regular-season MVP.[119] At the Lakers' championship celebration in Los Angeles, coach Riley brashly declared that Los Angeles would repeat as NBA champions,[115] which no team had done since the 1968–69 Boston Celtics[image: External link].

Looking to make good on Riley's promise in the 1987–88 season[image: External link], the Lakers took their seventh consecutive Pacific Division title with a 62–20 record. They swept the Spurs[image: External link] in the first round of the Western Conference Finals[image: External link] before pulling out a tough seven-game series win over the Utah Jazz[image: External link] led by youngsters Karl Malone[image: External link] and John Stockton[image: External link]. A seven-game Western Conference finals win over the Dallas Mavericks[image: External link] propelled the Lakers to the NBA Finals[image: External link] once again. In their seventh trip to the Finals in nine years, they met the Detroit Pistons[image: External link]. Los Angeles would take the series in seven games, and James Worthy's game seven triple-double[image: External link] earned him a Finals MVP award.[120] The win marked their fifth title in nine years, but would also mark their last title until 2000[image: External link].

In the 1988–89 season[image: External link], Los Angeles won 57 games and their eighth consecutive Pacific Division crown. They swept the through the playoffs[image: External link] defeating Portland[image: External link], Seattle[image: External link], and Phoenix[image: External link]. In eighth trip to the NBA Finals[image: External link] in 10 years, they once again faced the Detroit Pistons[image: External link].[121] Hampered by injuries to Byron Scott[image: External link] and Johnson, the Lakers were swept by Detroit.[122]

Following the 1989 Finals, on June 28, 1989, after 20 professional seasons, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar announced his retirement. The Lakers[image: External link] still cruised through the Pacific Division, winning their ninth consecutive division crown with a 63–19 record. However, after beating the Rockets[image: External link] in the first round, they lost four games to one in the second round of the playoffs to the Suns[image: External link].[123] Riley announced he was stepping down after the season citing burnout[image: External link],[124] and was replaced by Mike Dunleavy[image: External link].[125] Riley's departure received a mixed reaction from the players. They respected his contributions, but some, such as Worthy and Scott, had grown tired of his intense practices and felt he tried to take too much credit for the team's successes.[126] Following the season, 1987 Defensive Player of the Year[image: External link] winner Michael Cooper[image: External link] decided to play in Europe and was waived at his request.[127]

The 1990–91 Lakers[image: External link] failed to win the Pacific Division for the first time in 10 years, but still finished with a 58–24 record. After cruising through the Western Conference playoffs, the Lakers found themselves in the NBA Finals[image: External link] once again, their ninth trip to the Finals in 12 years. The 1991 Finals represented a changing of the guard as the Lakers were defeated in five games by the Chicago Bulls[image: External link], led by superstar Michael Jordan.[128]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1991–1996: Post-"Showtime" dry spell




On November 7, 1991, Magic Johnson announced he had tested positive for HIV[image: External link] and would retire immediately.[129]

In their first season[image: External link] without Johnson, the team won 43 games to earn the eight seed in the Western Conference playoffs[image: External link].[26] The Lakers the first eighth seed to win the opening two games on the road against a number one seed when they took a 2–0 lead versus Phoenix[image: External link].[130] They lost the next two games at home however, then game five in Phoenix in overtime.[130] Following the season head coach Mike Dunleavy was fired.

The Lakers would lose 43 games in 1992–93[image: External link] under Randy Pfund[image: External link], their first losing season since 1976. The Lakers would still make the playoffs, but were bounced in the first round. During the 1993–94 season[image: External link], Pfund was fired during the season that would result in the Lakers failing to make the playoffs for the first time since 1976. Magic Johnson, would coach the final 16 games of the season with former teammate Michael Cooper as his lead assistant. [131] Johnson decided not to take the job permanently due to what he felt was a lack of commitment from certain players, and Los Angeles ended the season with a 10-game losing streak to finish 33–49.[132][133]

Under new coach Del Harris[image: External link], Los Angeles made the playoffs each of the next two seasons, but was eliminated in the second and first rounds respectively.[134][135] The team was led by young guards Nick Van Exel[image: External link] and Eddie Jones[image: External link].[136] Johnson came out of retirement to return as a player in the 1995–96 season[image: External link] to lead the then 24–18 Lakers to a 29–11 finish.[137] After some run-ins with Van Exel, displeasure with Harris's strategies, and a first round loss to the Rockets[image: External link], Johnson decided to retire for the final time after the season.[138]
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 1996–2016: The Kobe Bryant era




During the 1996 off-season, the Lakers acquired 17-year-old Kobe Bryant from the Charlotte Hornets for Vlade Divac[image: External link]; Bryant was drafted 13th overall out of Lower Merion High School[image: External link] in Ardmore, Pennsylvania[image: External link] in that year's draft[image: External link], by Charlotte. Los Angeles also signed free-agent Shaquille O'Neal[image: External link].[139] Trading for Bryant was West's idea, and he was influential in the team's signing of the all-star center.[140] "Jerry West is the reason I came to the Lakers", O'Neal later said.[141] They used their 24th pick in the draft[image: External link] to select Derek Fisher[image: External link].[142] During the season, the team traded Cedric Ceballos[image: External link] to Phoenix for Robert Horry[image: External link].[143] O'Neal led the team to a 56–26 record, their best effort since 1990–91, despite missing 31 games due to a knee injury.[144] O'Neal averaged 26.2 ppg and 12.5 rpg and finished third in the league in blocked shots (2.88 bpg) in 51 games.[144][145] The Lakers defeated the Portland Trail Blazers in the first round of the 1997 NBA Playoffs[image: External link]. O'Neal scored 46 points in Game 1 against the Trail Blazers, marking the highest single-game playoff scoring output by a Laker since Jerry West scored 53 against the Celtics in 1969.[144] In the next round, the Lakers lost four games to one to the Utah Jazz[image: External link].[144]

In the 1997–98 season[image: External link], O'Neal and the Lakers had the best start in franchise history, 11–0.[146] O'Neal missed 20 games due to an abdominal injury.[146] Los Angeles battled Seattle for the Pacific Division title most of the season. In the final two months, the Lakers won 22 of their final 25 games,[146] finishing 61–21, and second to Seattle in the standings.[146] The Lakers defeated Portland three games to one in the first-round. The following round, they faced Seattle. Although the Sonics won the first game, the Lakers responded with four straight wins, taking the series,[146] but were swept by the Jazz in the next round.[146]

During the 1998–99 season[image: External link], All-Star guard Eddie Jones[image: External link] and center Elden Campbell[image: External link] were traded to the Charlotte Hornets.[147] The team also acquired J. R. Reid[image: External link], B. J. Armstrong[image: External link], and Glen Rice[image: External link].[148] Harris was fired in February after a three-game losing streak and replaced on an interim basis by former Laker Kurt Rambis.[149] The team finished 31–19 in the shortened season, which was fourth in the Western Conference.[150] Los Angeles defeated Houston in the first round of the playoffs, but were swept by San Antonio in the next round with game 4 being the last game ever played at the Great Western Forum[image: External link].[151]

Before the 1999–2000 season[image: External link], West was prepared to hire Rambis as the team's full-time coach before an outcry from fans and members of the organization caused him to seek out a bigger name.[152] Los Angeles hired former Chicago Bulls coach Phil Jackson[image: External link], who had coached that team to six championships, and gave him a lucrative $6 million a year contract.[153] He brought along assistant Tex Winter[image: External link] and they installed Winter's version of the triangle offense[image: External link].[154] They signed veterans Brian Shaw[image: External link], John Salley[image: External link], Ron Harper[image: External link], and A. C. Green, who was a Laker during the "Showtime" era.[143] The team also moved to a new arena, the Staples Center.[155] After the season, starters Rice and Green left the team,[156] and Los Angeles signed Horace Grant[image: External link].[157]

Led by league MVP O'Neal, the Lakers won 31 of their first 36 games.[158] Los Angeles finished 67–15, their highest total since they won 65 in the 1986–87 season.[158] They eliminated the Sacramento Kings[image: External link] and Phoenix in the first two rounds of the playoffs.[159] After the Lakers took a three games to one lead in the Western Conference Finals, the Trail Blazers won the next two games to force a game seven.[160] The Lakers were down by 15 points in the fourth quarter but went on a 19–4 run to tie the game.[160] They won 89–84 to advance to the NBA Finals.[160] They defeated Reggie Miller[image: External link] and the Indiana Pacers 4–2 in the 2000 NBA Finals[image: External link] to win their first title since 1988.[161] West retired from his spot in the team's front office after the season after a power struggle between him and Jackson over control of the team's operations.[162]

The following season, Los Angeles won 11 fewer regular season games,[163] but swept the first three rounds of the playoffs, defeating the Portland, Sacramento, and San Antonio.[164] They met Allen Iverson[image: External link] and the Philadelphia 76ers in the 2001 NBA Finals[image: External link]. Although the Sixers took game one in overtime,[165] the Lakers won the next four games to win their second straight title. Their 15–1 postseason record is the best in NBA history.[166]

Los Angeles won 58 games in 2001–02[image: External link]. In the playoffs, they swept the Portland Trail Blazers in the first round, and defeated the Spurs 4–1 in the second.[169] They faced the rival Kings in the Western Conference Finals. The series has long been cited as one of the greatest playoff matchups in NBA history. The series extended to all seven games, and ended in a Lakers victory.[170] In game 1, Bryant scored 30 points as the Lakers won, 106-99. The series would then shift in Sacramento's favor, with the Kings winning the next two games. Facing a 3-1 deficit in game 4, the Lakers had the ball with under 20 seconds to play. After misses by both Bryant and O'Neal, Kings center Vlade Divac[image: External link] tapped the ball away from the rim in an attempt to wind down the clock. It went straight into Robert Horry[image: External link]'s hands, who drained a game-winning three with under 3 seconds to play. After the Kings won game 5 on a buzzer beater by Mike Bibby[image: External link], the Lakers were faced with a must-win game 6. In one of the most controversial playoff games in league history,[171] the Lakers won by 4 points. The Lakers won game 7 in overtime, with the Kings missing numerous potentially game-saving shots and free throws. The Lakers then achieved a three-peat by sweeping Jason Kidd[image: External link] and the New Jersey Nets in the NBA Finals[image: External link].[172] O'Neal won each of the Finals series' MVP awards, making him the only player besides Michael Jordan to win three consecutive Finals MVPs.[173]

The Lakers started the 2002–03 season 11–19.[174] They went 39–13 the rest of the way to finish 50–32.[175] They defeated the Minnesota Timberwolves in the first round of the 2003 NBA Playoffs[image: External link], but were eliminated by San Antonio in six games in the second.[176] During the 2003–04 season, the team was the subject of intense media coverage generated by the teaming of four stars and the sexual-assault case involving Kobe Bryant[image: External link].[177][178] Before the season, Los Angeles signed two-time MVP Karl Malone[image: External link] formerly of the Jazz, and former Seattle Defensive Player of the Year Gary Payton[image: External link].[179] Three of the "big four", however, struggled with injuries: O'Neal suffered from a strained calf, Malone an injured knee, and Bryant an injured shoulder.[180][181] The Lakers started 18–3 and finished 56–26. They won the Pacific Division title, and entered the playoffs as the number two seed. They defeated the Rockets, Spurs, and Timberwolves in the first three rounds of the 2004 NBA Playoffs[image: External link], before succumbing to Detroit in five games in the 2004 NBA Finals[image: External link].[182] During the 2004 offseason, the team entered a rebuilding phase when O'Neal was traded to the Miami Heat[image: External link] for Lamar Odom[image: External link], Brian Grant[image: External link], Caron Butler[image: External link], and a first-round draft pick.[183] Bryant and O'Neal had clashed in the past[image: External link],[184] and the media credited their feud as one of the motivating factors for the trade.[185] Jackson did not return as head coach, and wrote a book[image: External link] about the team's 2003–04 season, in which he heavily criticized Bryant and called him "uncoachable".[186][187][188] The Lakers front office said that the book contained "several inaccuracies".[189]
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 2004–2007: Rebuilding




The Lakers traded Rick Fox[image: External link] and Gary Payton to Boston, for Chris Mihm[image: External link], Marcus Banks[image: External link], and Chucky Atkins[image: External link] before the 2004–05 season[image: External link].[190] Derek Fisher, frustrated with losing playing time, opted out of his contract and signed with the Warriors.[190] The team hired Rudy Tomjanovich[image: External link] to replace Jackson.[190] After sitting out the first half of the 2004–05 season, Malone announced his retirement on February 13, 2005.[191] Tomjanovich coached the team to a 22–19 record before resigning due to health problems.[192] Assistant Frank Hamblen[image: External link] was named interim head coach to replace Tomjanovich for the remainder of the season.[193] Bryant (ankle) and Odom (shoulder) suffered injuries, and the Lakers finished 34–48, missing the playoffs for the fifth time in franchise history.[26]

With the 10th overall pick in the draft[image: External link], Los Angeles selected Andrew Bynum[image: External link], a center from St. Joseph High School[image: External link] in Metuchen, New Jersey[image: External link].[194] The team also traded Caron Butler and Chucky Atkins to the Washington Wizards for Kwame Brown and Laron Profit[image: External link].[195] Jackson returned to coach the team after Rudy Tomjanovich resigned midway through the previous season.[196] On January 22, 2006, Bryant scored 81 points against the Toronto Raptors, the second-highest total in NBA history.[197] Ending the season 45–37, the team made the playoffs after a one-season absence.[198] After taking a three games to one lead in the first round, the Suns came back to take the series in seven games.[199] In the following season, they won 26 of their first 39 games,[200] but lost 27 of their last 43—including seven in a row at one point—to finish 42–40.[200] They were eliminated in the first round by the Suns again, this time 4–1.[200] Frustrated by the team's inability to advance in the playoffs, Bryant demanded to be traded in the offseason.[201] Buss initially agreed to seek a trade,[202] but also worked to try to change Bryant's mind.[203]
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 2007–2011: Return to championship form




After re-acquiring Derek Fisher[image: External link], Los Angeles started the 2007–08 season[image: External link] with a 25–11 record, before Andrew Bynum[image: External link], their center who was leading the league in field-goal percentage, went out for the year due to a knee injury in mid-January.[204] They acquired power forward Pau Gasol[image: External link] from the Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link] in a trade in early February and went 22–5 to finish the season.[205] The Lakers' 57–25 record earned them the first seed in the Western Conference[image: External link].[206] Bryant was awarded the league's MVP award, becoming the first Laker to win the award since O'Neal in 2000.[207][208] In the playoffs[image: External link], they defeated the Nuggets in four games, the Jazz in six, and the defending champion Spurs in five, but lost to the Celtics in six games in the NBA Finals[image: External link].[209]

In the 2008–09 season[image: External link], the Lakers finished 65–17; the best record in the Western Conference.[210] They defeated the Jazz[image: External link] in five games, the Rockets in seven and the Nuggets in six, to win the Western Conference title. They then won their 15th NBA championship by defeating the Orlando Magic in five games in the NBA finals[image: External link].[211] Bryant was named the NBA Finals MVP for the first time in his career.[212]

The Lakers, who had added Ron Artest[image: External link] (now Metta World Peace [213]) in place of Trevor Ariza[image: External link] in their starting lineup, finished the 2009–10 season[image: External link] with the best record in the Western Conference[image: External link] for the third straight time. On January 13, 2010, the Lakers became the first team in NBA history to win 3,000 regular season games by defeating the Dallas Mavericks 100–95.[214] They defeated the Oklahoma City Thunder, the Utah Jazz[image: External link], and the Phoenix Suns[image: External link] in the Western Conference playoffs[image: External link]. In the finals[image: External link], the Lakers played the Boston Celtics for the 12th time. They rallied back from a 3–2 disadvantage in the series and erased a 13-point deficit in the fourth quarter of the seventh game to defeat the Celtics. This series win gave them their 16th NBA title overall and 11th since they moved to Los Angeles.[215] Bryant was named Finals MVP for the second year in a row, despite a 6–24 shooting performance in game seven.[216]

After much speculation, head coach Phil Jackson returned for the 2010–11 season[image: External link].[217] In the playoffs[image: External link], the Lakers defeated the New Orleans Hornets in the first round.[218] But their opportunity for a three-peat was denied by the Dallas Mavericks in a four-game sweep of the second round. After the season, it was announced that Jackson will not be returning to coach the Lakers.[219]
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 2011–2016: Post-Jackson era




After Jackson's retirement, former Cleveland Cavaliers head coach Mike Brown was hired as head coach on May 25, 2011.[220] Before the start of the shortened[image: External link] 2011–12[image: External link] season, the Lakers traded Lamar Odom[image: External link] to the Dallas Mavericks after Odom requested to be traded.[221] On the trade deadline long time Laker Derek Fisher[image: External link] along with a first round draft pick were traded to the Houston Rockets for Jordan Hill[image: External link].[222] With a 41–25 regular season record the Lakers entered the playoffs[image: External link] as the third seed, the team defeated the Denver Nuggets in the first round in seven games but were eliminated by the Oklahoma City Thunder in the second round in five games.[223][224]

On July 4, 2012, Steve Nash of the Phoenix Suns agreed to a sign-and-trade deal that would send him to the Lakers in exchange for the Lakers' 2013 and 2015 first round draft picks, 2013 and 2014 second round draft picks, and $3 million. The trade was made official on July 11, 2012, the first day the trade moratorium was lifted.[225] On August 10, 2012, in a four-team trade the Lakers traded Andrew Bynum and acquired Dwight Howard[image: External link].[226] On November 9, 2012, Mike Brown was relieved of coaching duties after a 1–4 start to the 2012–13[image: External link] season.[227] Assistant Coach Bernie Bickerstaff took over as interim head coach, leading the Lakers to a 5–5 record. On November 12, 2012, the Lakers hired Mike D'Antoni[image: External link] as head coach.[228] On February 18, 2013, Lakers owner Jerry Buss died from cancer at age 80.[229] On the court, D'Antoni coached the Lakers to a 40–32 record the rest of the way to finish 45–37, their worst record since 2007[image: External link]. The Lakers clinched a playoff berth on the final game of the season and finished seventh in the Western Conference after beating the Houston Rockets on April 16, 2013.[230][231] The Lakers battled injuries all season, the most prominent of which is the Achilles tendon rupture[image: External link] to Kobe Bryant that ended his season after 78 games. The absence of Bryant was sorely felt as the Lakers were swept by the San Antonio Spurs in the first round of the 2013 NBA Playoffs[image: External link].[232] Nevertheless, Bryant passed Lakers legend Wilt Chamberlain to become the fourth all-time leading scorer in NBA history on March 30, 2013 against the Sacramento Kings.[233]

On March 25, 2014, the Lakers scored 51 points in the third quarter against the New York Knicks, the most points scored in a quarter in the history of the franchise.[234] The Lakers went on to miss the NBA playoffs for the first time since 2005, for just the second time in the last two decades and for just the sixth time in franchise history. On April 30, 2014, Mike D'Antoni resigned from his position as head coach after a 27-55 season.[235]

After spending the majority of the off-season without a head coach, the Lakers named former player Byron Scott[image: External link] as the new head coach.[236] After the season, he was the frontrunner to become the new Lakers head coach. Scott interviewed three times for the position, which had become vacant after Mike D'Antoni[image: External link]'s resignation.[237] On July 28, 2014, he signed a multi-year contract to coach the Lakers.[238]

During the first game of the 2014–15[image: External link] season, the 7th overall pick in the 2014 NBA draft[image: External link], Julius Randle[image: External link] went down with a broken leg which ended his rookie season. The Lakers began their season losing 10 of their first 16 games. After playing only 35 games, Kobe Bryant tore a rotator cuff in his shoulder ending his season. Nick Young[image: External link] was also forced to end his season with a fractured kneecap, leaving the team with a record of 14–41.[239] With 27 games left in the regular season, Byron Scott gave rookie Jordan Clarkson[image: External link] more playing time. Clarkson, the 46th overall pick in the 2014 draft, finished his rookie season with game stats of 11.9 ppg, 3.2 rpg, 3.5 apg, and shooting 44.8% from the field.[240] The Lakers' season ended with a record of 21–61, the 4th worst record in the league and at the time the worst record in franchise history.

The next season, the Lakers had the second overall pick of the 2015 NBA draft[image: External link], which they used to select Ohio State[image: External link] freshman point guard D'Angelo Russell[image: External link].[241] On November 30, 2015, Bryant announced he would retire at the end of the season after 20 seasons with the team.[242] In Bryant's last season the team missed the playoffs for the third straight year with a 17–65 record, the worst in franchise history.[243]
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 2016–present: Post-Bryant era




On April 24, 2016, the Lakers announced that they will not to exercise their option on Byron Scott contract for the following season.[244] On April 29, the Lakers announced another former Laker, Luke Walton[image: External link], as their new head coach. At the time of his hiring, Walton was an assistant coach for the Golden State Warriors, who were in the playoffs, so Walton could not officially begin his duties as head coach until the Warriors playoff run was over.[245]

On February 21, 2017, the Lakers fired general manager Mitch Kupchak, while Magic Johnson was named as the president of basketball operations. The team's governor Jeanie Buss, also announced the removal of her brother, Jim Buss[image: External link], from his position as executive vice president of basketball operations.[246][247]
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 Rivalries
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 Boston Celtics




See: Celtics–Lakers rivalry[image: External link]


The rivalry between the Boston Celtics and the Lakers involves the two most storied basketball[image: External link] franchises in National Basketball Association (NBA) history. It has been called the best rivalry in the NBA.[248] The two teams have met a record 12 times in the NBA Finals[image: External link], starting with their first Finals meeting in 1959[image: External link]. They would go on to dominate the league in the 1960s and the 1980s, facing each other six times in the 60s and three times in the 80s.

The rivalry had been less intense since the retirements of Magic Johnson and Larry Bird[image: External link] in the early 1990s, but in 2008 it was renewed as the Celtics and Lakers met in the Finals for the first time since 1987, with the Celtics winning the series 4–2. They faced off once again in the 2010 NBA Finals[image: External link] which the Lakers won in 7 games. Since 1960, the Lakers are 4-2 against their fiercest rival in the Finals.

The two teams have won the two highest numbers of championships, the Celtics 17, the Lakers 16; together, the 33 championships account for almost half of the 67 championships in NBA history.
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 Los Angeles Clippers




See: Lakers–Clippers rivalry[image: External link]


The rivalry between the Lakers and the Los Angeles Clippers is unique because they are the only two NBA teams to share an arena, the Staples Center. It is also one of only two intra-city rivalries in the NBA, the other being the new crosstown rivalry between the New York Knicks and Brooklyn Nets.

Los Angeles fans have historically favored the Lakers.[249][250] Some contend that the term rivalry is inaccurate until the Clippers become more successful.[251] However, with the addition of Chris Paul and Blake Griffin to the Clippers' roster and their emergence as playoff contenders, the rivalry has started to develop in earnest, with a recent matchup between the teams garnering ESPN its highest ratings ever for a regular season broadcast in Los Angeles.[252]
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 San Antonio Spurs




See: Spurs–Lakers rivalry[image: External link]


The San Antonio Spurs and the Lakers, developed what some would classify as a rivalry in the late 1990s and early 2000s. Since 1999, the teams have met in the NBA Playoffs[image: External link] five times, with the clubs combining to appear in seven consecutive NBA Finals[image: External link] (1999–2005). Additionally, the teams combined to win five NBA championships from 1999 to 2003. The Spurs won the NBA championship in 1999, 2003, 2005, 2007 and 2014 while the Lakers won the championship in 2000, 2001, 2002, 2009 and 2010. From 1999 to 2004 the clubs' rivalry was often considered the premier rivalry in the NBA,[253] and each time the clubs faced each other in the playoffs the winner advanced to the NBA Finals. In 2008 the teams met again in the Western Conference Finals where the Spurs were handily defeated only to beat LA when they met again in 2013 (though against a Lakers team without an injured Kobe Bryant).
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 Ownerships, financial history, and fanbase




Berger and Chalfen purchased the NBL's disbanded Detroit Gems for $15,000 in 1947, changed their name to the Lakers and relocated them to Minnesota. Max Winter bought a third of the club in their early years, and sold his share to Mikan in 1954. Berger bought Mikan's share in 1956 giving him a controlling (⅔) interest.[254] After Mikan retired, attendance plummeted and the team lost money for several seasons, leading the ownership group to put the team up for sale in 1957.[255] Marty Marion[image: External link], a retired baseball player and manager, and his business partner Milton Fischman attempted to purchase the team with the intention of moving the club to Kansas City, Missouri[image: External link].[255][256] Mikan offered to mortgage his home in an attempt to buy the team and keep the club in Minnesota.[257] The Lakers were sold to a group of investors led by Bob Short however.[254] The team was sold to Short's group with the agreement that it would not be relocated to Kansas City but kept in Minnesota.[258] Short's ownership group consisted of 117 Minnesota businesses and private citizens, who amassed a total of $200,000 for the purchase; $150,000 to buy the team and $50,000 to run it.[254] By 1958 Short had become 80% owner of the team by buying out his partners,[254] but the team was floundering. Attendance remained poor, and the NBA had put the Lakers on "financial probation", notifying them that if they did not meet certain ticket sales numbers they could be bought out by the league and relocated. Short was forced to move the team to Los Angeles in 1960; the club had lost $60,000 in the first half of the 1959–60 season alone.[259] The NBA's owners originally voted 7–1 against the move.[260] When Short indicated that he might take the team to new rival league that was developing however, the owners held another vote that same day and allowed the relocation (8–0).[261] Aided by Baylor's drawing power,[262][263] and the new locale, the team's finances improved when they arrived in LA.[264][265] Short sold the team to Washington Redskins[image: External link] owner and publisher Jack Kent Cooke in 1965 for a then league record amount of $5,175,000.[266] Short insisted the deal be conducted in cash as he was wary of Cooke, so guards transported the money in a cart from one New York bank to another.[267]

Cooke was a more hands-on owner than Short, and overhauled the team's operations.[268] He personally financed construction of the Forum in 1967 at a cost of $16.5 million.[269][270] He owned the team until 1979 when he sold it, the NHL's Los Angeles Kings, the Forum, and some real estate to Jerry Buss[image: External link] for $67 million.[271] Cooke was forced to sell the team as he was undergoing a costly divorce.[272][273] Buss was a local chemical engineer and former University of Southern California[image: External link] professor who had become wealthy in real estate.[270][274] Philip Anschutz[image: External link] bought a stake in the team in 1998,[275] and until October 2010 Magic Johnson was a minority owner as well.[276] Buss started the trend of allowing sponsors to add their name to team's stadiums when he renamed the Forum the Great Western[image: External link] Forum in 1988.[277] In 2009 major sponsors included Verizon Wireless[image: External link], Toyota[image: External link], Anheuser-Busch[image: External link], American Express[image: External link], and Carl's Jr.[image: External link], and the team's $113 average ticket price was the highest in the league.[275] Fast food chain Jack in the Box[image: External link] is another major sponsor, the company gives all fans in attendance at home games a coupon for two free tacos if the Lakers hold their opponent under 100 points and win. The company also sponsors the team's halftime shows on KCAL-TV[image: External link] and Fox Sports West[image: External link].[278] In 2013, Buss died at the age of 80 after being hospitalized for 18 months with cancer.[279][280][281] His controlling ownership of the team passed to his six children via a trust, with each child receiving an equal vote.[282][283] Buss' succession plan had daughter Jeanie Buss[image: External link] assume his title as the Lakers' governor as well as its team representative at NBA Board of Governors meetings.[283][284]

Given the team's proximity to Hollywood, the Lakers fanbase includes numerous celebrities, many of whom can be seen at the Staples Center during home games.[285] Jack Nicholson[image: External link], for example, has held season tickets since the 1970s, and directors reportedly need to work their shooting schedules around Lakers home games.[286] From 2002 and 2007 the team averaged just over 18,900 fans, which placed them in the top ten in the NBA in attendance. Red Hot Chili Peppers[image: External link]' song "Magic Johnson" from their 1989 album Mother's Milk[image: External link] is a tribute to the former point guard, and frontman Anthony Kiedis[image: External link] and bassist Michael "Flea" Balzary[image: External link] are frequently seen attending home games. The team has sold out every home game since the 2007–08 season.[287] As of 2010, the Lakers have the most popular team merchandise among all NBA teams, and Bryant the most popular jersey.[288]
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 Name, logo and uniforms




The Laker nickname came from the state of Minnesota being the Land of 10,000 Lakes.[10][289] The team's colors are purple, gold and white.[290][5] The Lakers logo consists of the team name, "Los Angeles Lakers" written in purple on top of a gold basketball. Purple uniforms are used for road games and gold uniforms are used for home games. The team also wears white jerseys for Sunday and holiday home games.[290][291]
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 Season-by-season records




Since the Lakers were established in 1948, the team has missed the playoffs just five times.[26] The team has 16 NBA titles and has appeared in the NBA Finals 15 other times.[26] These appearances include eight NBA Finals appearances in the 80s. The best record posted by the team was 69–13, in 1972; the worst record was 17–65, in 2015–16[image: External link].[26]
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 Franchise and NBA records




Bryant holds most individual team records for longevity including most games played (1333), and most minutes logged (48,298). Johnson holds all significant assist records for the club including career assists (10,141), assists in a game (24), and highest assist average for a season (13.1). Johnson also has the most triple doubles[image: External link], with his 138 over 100 more than the next closest player (Bryant; 17). Elmore Smith[image: External link] holds team records for blocks in a game (17), blocks per game for a season (4.85), and career blocks per game (3.93). The scoring records are mostly shared by Elgin Baylor[image: External link] and Bryant, with Baylor having the highest average for a career (27.4) while Bryant has the highest points scored in a single game (81). Baylor, Bryant and West hold the top five single season scoring averages, with Bryant occupying the numbers one (35.4) and four (31.6) spots, while Baylor has the second (34.8), and third (34.0), and West the fifth (31.3).[292][293]

The Lakers hold several NBA records as a team including most consecutive games won overall (33) and most consecutive road games won (16) both of which came during the 1971–72 season.[294] Highest field-goal percentage for a season at 54.5% (1984–85),[295] and highest road winning percentage at 0.816 (1971–72).[55] They also hold records for having (into the 2009–10 season[image: External link]) the most wins (3,027), the highest winning percentage (61.9%), and the most NBA Finals appearances (31).[26][296] The 2000–01 team tied the NBA record for best playoff record at 15–1.[294] The 1971–72 team holds franchise records in wins (69), most points scored, and largest margin of victory; both of the latter came in the team's 63 point win versus Golden State (162–99).[297] They also used to hold the record for most wins at home in the regular season (going 36-5 in 1971–72, then 37-4 in both 1976–77 and 1979–1980) before the Boston Celtics set the current record of 40-1 in the 1985–86 season.
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 Home arenas




The Lakers play their home games at Staples Center, located at L.A. Live[image: External link] in Downtown Los Angeles[image: External link]. Staples Center opened in fall 1999, and seats up to 18,997 for Lakers games.[298] The Staples Center is also home to the Los Angeles Clippers, the WNBA's Los Angeles Sparks, and the NHL's Los Angeles Kings.[298] The arena is owned and operated by AEG[image: External link] and L.A. Arena Company.[298] Before moving to the Staples Center, for 32 seasons (1967–1999), the Lakers played their home games at The Forum[image: External link] in Inglewood, California[image: External link], located approximately 10 miles southwest of the team's current home at Staples Center.[155] During the 1999 NBA preseason, the Lakers played their home games at the Forum before officially moving into Staples Center, and once again hosted a preseason game versus the Golden State Warriors on October 9, 2009, this time to commemorate the team's 50th anniversary season in Los Angeles.[299]

In the first seven years in Los Angeles, the team played their home games at the Los Angeles Memorial Sports Arena[image: External link], south of Downtown Los Angeles.[300] While the team played in Minneapolis, the team played their home games at the Minneapolis Auditorium[image: External link], from 1947 to 1960.[301]
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 Players
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 Current roster






	

Los Angeles Lakers roster


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]











	Players
	Coaches



	


	Pos.
	No.
	Name
	Height
	Weight
	DOB (YYYY-MM-DD)
	From



	F/C
	28
	Black, Tarik[image: External link]
	6 ft 9 in (2.06 m)
	250 lb (113 kg)
	1991-11-22
	Kansas[image: External link]



	G/F
	3
	Brewer, Corey[image: External link]
	6 ft 9 in (2.06 m)
	186 lb (84 kg)
	1986-03-05
	Florida[image: External link]



	G
	6
	Clarkson, Jordan[image: External link] (C)
	6 ft 5 in (1.96 m)
	194 lb (88 kg)
	1992-06-07
	Missouri[image: External link]



	F
	9
	Deng, Luol[image: External link]
	6 ft 9 in (2.06 m)
	220 lb (100 kg)
	1985-03-16
	Duke[image: External link]



	G
	11
	Ennis, Tyler[image: External link]
	6 ft 3 in (1.91 m)
	194 lb (88 kg)
	1994-08-24
	Syracuse[image: External link]



	F
	14
	Ingram, Brandon[image: External link]
	6 ft 9 in (2.06 m)
	190 lb (86 kg)
	1997-09-02
	Duke[image: External link]



	C[image: External link]
	20
	Mozgov, Timofey[image: External link]
	7 ft 1 in (2.16 m)
	275 lb (125 kg)
	1986-07-16
	Russia[image: External link]



	F
	7
	Nance, Larry[image: External link]
	6 ft 9 in (2.06 m)
	230 lb (104 kg)
	1993-01-01
	Wyoming[image: External link]



	G
	10
	Nwaba, David[image: External link]
	6 ft 4 in (1.93 m)
	210 lb (95 kg)
	1993-01-14
	Cal Poly[image: External link]



	F
	30
	Randle, Julius[image: External link]
	6 ft 9 in (2.06 m)
	250 lb (113 kg)
	1994-11-29
	Kentucky[image: External link]



	F
	15
	Robinson, Thomas[image: External link]
	6 ft 10 in (2.08 m)
	237 lb (108 kg)
	1991-03-17
	Kansas[image: External link]



	G
	1
	Russell, D'Angelo[image: External link] (C)
	6 ft 5 in (1.96 m)
	195 lb (88 kg)
	1996-02-23
	Ohio State[image: External link]



	F
	37
	World Peace, Metta[image: External link]
	6 ft 7 in (2.01 m)
	260 lb (118 kg)
	1979-11-13
	St. John's[image: External link]



	G/F
	0
	Young, Nick[image: External link]
	6 ft 7 in (2.01 m)
	210 lb (95 kg)
	1985-06-01
	Southern California[image: External link]



	C[image: External link]
	40
	Zubac, Ivica[image: External link]
	7 ft 1 in (2.16 m)
	240 lb (109 kg)
	1997-03-18
	Croatia[image: External link]





	

	Head coach




	Luke Walton[image: External link]




	Assistant coach(es)




	Jud Buechler[image: External link]

	Mark Madsen[image: External link]

	Jesse Mermuys[image: External link]

	Theo Robertson

	
Brian Shaw[image: External link] (Associate HC)

	
Brian Keefe[image: External link] (assistant coach/player development)

	
James Worthy[image: External link] (assistant coach/player development)

	
Clay Moser[image: External link] (assistant coach/basketball strategy)

	
Tracy Murray[image: External link] (assistant coach/shooting consultant)

	
Casey Owens[image: External link] (assistant coach/advance professional scout)






	Legend





	
(C) Team captain

	
(DP) Unsigned draft pick

	
(FA) Free agent

	
(S) Suspended

	
(DL) On assignment to D-League affiliate

	Injured







Roster[image: External link] • Transactions[image: External link]

Last transaction: 2017-02-28
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 Retained draft rights




The Lakers hold the draft rights to the following unsigned draft picks who have been playing outside the NBA. A drafted player, either an international draftee or a college draftee who isn't signed by the team that drafted him, is allowed to sign with any non-NBA teams. In this case, the team retains the player's draft rights in the NBA until one year after the player's contract with the non-NBA team ends.[302] This list includes draft rights that were acquired from trades with other teams.



	Draft
	Round
	Pick
	Player
	Pos.
	Nationality
	Current team
	Note(s)
	Ref



	2009[image: External link]
	2
	59
	Elonu, ChinemeluChinemelu Elonu[image: External link]
	F/C
	  Nigeria[image: External link]
	AEK Athens[image: External link] ( Greece[image: External link])
	
	[303]



	2007[image: External link]
	2
	54
	Newley, BradBrad Newley[image: External link]
	G/F
	  Australia[image: External link]
	AEK Athens[image: External link] ( Greece[image: External link])
	
	[304]
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 Draft picks




See: List of Los Angeles Lakers first and second round draft picks[image: External link]


The Lakers have had three first overall picks in their history: Elgin Baylor (selected in 1958[image: External link]), Magic Johnson (selected in 1979[image: External link]) and James Worthy (selected in 1982).[305] The Lakers have also had five Lottery[image: External link] picks in their history: Eddie Jones (selected 10th overall in 1994[image: External link]), Andrew Bynum (selected 10th overall in 2005), Julius Randle (selected 7th overall in 2014), D'Angelo Russell (selected 2nd overall in 2015) and Brandon Ingram (selected 2nd overall in 2016).[305] Other draft picks include Jerry West and Gail Goodrich in the 1960s, Michael Cooper[image: External link] and Norm Nixon[image: External link] in the 1970s, A. C. Green[image: External link] and Vlade Divac[image: External link] in the 1980s, Elden Campbell[image: External link], Nick Van Exel[image: External link], Derek Fisher, and Devean George[image: External link] in the 1990s, and Luke Walton[image: External link], Sasha Vujačić[image: External link], and Ronny Turiaf in the 2000s.[305]
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 Head coaches




See: List of Los Angeles Lakers head coaches[image: External link]


There have been 22 head coaches for the Lakers franchise. John Kundla[image: External link] coached the team in Minneapolis when they won their first five BAA/NBA championships[image: External link], from 1949[image: External link] to 1954[image: External link].[41] Pat Riley[image: External link] is second in franchise history in both regular season and playoff games coached and wins.[306] Phil Jackson broke Riley's regular season wins record in 2009, and he passed Riley's playoff wins and games coached records in 2010.[306] Jackson, Riley, Kundla, and Bill Sharman have all been inducted into the Basketball Hall of Fame for their coaching careers. George Mikan[image: External link], Jim Pollard, Jerry West[image: External link], Pat Riley[image: External link], Magic Johnson, Kurt Rambis[image: External link] and Byron Scott[image: External link] have all played and head coached for the Lakers. Jackson, who had two stints as head coach, was coach from 2005–2006 until 2010–2011. Mike Brown was named his replacement for the 2011–2012 season in May 2011.[307] Brown was fired[308] on November 9, 2012, after a 1–4 start. Assistant coach Bernie Bickerstaff[image: External link] served as interim head coach for five games before the Lakers selected Mike D'Antoni[image: External link] as their new head coach. D'Antoni resigned at the end of the 2013–2014 season. In July 2014, Byron Scott was hired as head coach.[309] After the 2015–2016 season ended, Scott was fired. On April 29, 2016, former Lakers player Luke Walton[image: External link] was named as Scott's replacement.[310]
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 Hall of Famers, retired and honored numbers




The Lakers have 30 Hall of Famers (23 players, 4 head coaches, 1 assistant coach, and 2 contributors) who contributed to the organization.[311][312][313]



	Los Angeles Lakers Hall of Famers



	Players



	No.
	Name
	Positions
	Tenure
	Inducted
	No.
	Name
	Positions
	Tenure
	Inducted



	4
	Adrian Dantley[image: External link]
	F
	1977–1979
	2008
	31
	Spencer Haywood[image: External link]
	F
	1979–1980
	2015



	11
	Karl Malone[image: External link]
	F
	2003–2004
	2010
	32
	Magic Johnson
	G
	1979–1991

1996
	2002



	11
	Bob McAdoo[image: External link]
	F/ C[image: External link]
	1981–1985
	2000
	33
	Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link]
	C[image: External link]
	1975–1989
	1995



	13
	Wilt Chamberlain
	C[image: External link]
	1968–1973
	1979
	34
	Clyde Lovellette[image: External link]
	F/ C[image: External link]
	1953–1957
	1988



	17
	Jim Pollard[image: External link]
	F
	1948–1955
	1978
	34
	Shaquille O'Neal[image: External link]
	C[image: External link]
	1996–2004
	2016



	19
	Vern Mikkelsen[image: External link]
	F
	1949–1959
	1995
	42
	Connie Hawkins[image: External link]
	F/ C[image: External link]
	1973–1975
	1992



	20
	Gary Payton[image: External link]
	G
	2003–2004
	2013
	42
	James Worthy[image: External link]
	F
	1982–1994
	2003



	22
	Elgin Baylor[image: External link]
	F
	1958–1971
	1977
	44
	Jerry West[image: External link]
	G
	1960–1974
	1980



	22
	Slater Martin[image: External link]
	G
	1949–1956
	1982
	52
	Jamaal Wilkes
	F
	1977–1985
	2012



	23
	Mitch Richmond
	G
	2001–2002
	2014
	73
	Dennis Rodman[image: External link]
	F
	1999
	2011



	25
	Gail Goodrich[image: External link]
	G
	1965–1968

1970–1976
	1996
	99
	George Mikan[image: External link]
	C[image: External link]
	1948–1954

1955–1956
	1959



	31
	Zelmo Beaty[image: External link]
	C[image: External link]
	1974–1975
	2016
	
	
	
	
	



	Coaches



	No.
	Name
	Positions
	Tenure
	Inducted
	No.
	Name
	Positions
	Tenure
	Inducted



	—
	John Kundla[image: External link]
	Head coach
	1948–1957

1958–1959
	1995
	—
	Phil Jackson[image: External link]
	Head coach
	1999–2004

2005–2011
	2007



	—
	Bill Sharman
	Head coach
	1971–1976
	2004
	—
	Tex Winter[image: External link]
	Assistant coach
	1999–2008
	2011



	—
	Pat Riley[image: External link]
	Assistant/head coach
	1979–1981 (assistant)

1981–1990 (head)
	2008
	
	
	
	
	



	Contributors



	No.
	Name
	Positions
	Tenure
	Inducted
	No.
	Name
	Positions
	Tenure
	Inducted



	—
	Jerry Buss[image: External link]
	Owner
	1979–2013
	2010
	Chick Hearn[image: External link]
	Broadcaster
	1961–2002
	2003
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 FIBA Hall of Famers






	Los Angeles Lakers Hall of Famers



	Players



	No.
	Name
	Position
	Tenure
	Inducted



	12
	Vlade Divac[image: External link]
	C[image: External link]
	1989–1996

2004–2005
	2010
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 Retired numbers




The Lakers have retired[image: External link] nine jersey numbers and an honorary microphone in honor of their players and broadcaster:[314][315][316]



	Los Angeles Lakers retired numbers



	No.
	Player
	Position
	Tenure
	Ceremony Date



	13
	Wilt Chamberlain
	C[image: External link]
	1968–1973
	November 9, 1983



	22
	Elgin Baylor[image: External link]
	F
	1958–1971
	November 9, 1983



	25
	Gail Goodrich[image: External link]
	G
	1965–1968

1970–1976
	November 20, 1996



	32
	Magic Johnson
	G
	1979–1991

1996
	February 16, 1992



	33
	Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link]
	C[image: External link]
	1975–1989
	March 20, 1989



	34
	Shaquille O'Neal[image: External link]
	C[image: External link]
	1996–2004
	April 2, 2013



	42
	James Worthy[image: External link]
	F
	1982–1994
	December 10, 1995



	44
	Jerry West[image: External link]
	G
	1960–1974
	November 19, 1983



	52
	Jamaal Wilkes
	F
	1977–1985
	December 28, 2012



	Chick Hearn[image: External link]
	Broadcaster
	1961–2002
	December 2, 2002




In addition, several other players and coaches who were instrumental to the franchise's success during its days in Minneapolis were named Honored Minneapolis Lakers, although their numbers are not retired by the franchise:[317]


	17 Jim Pollard[image: External link], F, 1948–1955, head coach, 1960

	19 Vern Mikkelsen[image: External link], F, 1949–1959

	22 Slater Martin[image: External link], G, 1949–1956

	34 Clyde Lovellette[image: External link], F/C, 1953–1957

	99 George Mikan[image: External link], C, 1948–1954; 1955–1956, head coach, 1957–1958

	
John Kundla[image: External link], head coach, 1948–1957; 1958–1959
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 Media




See: List of Los Angeles Lakers broadcasters[image: External link]


Chick Hearn was the team's broadcaster for 41 years until his death in 2002. He broadcast 3,338 consecutive games between November 21, 1965, and December 16, 2001.[318] Hearn came up with West's "Mr. Clutch" nickname.[319] He was a part of the team's "inner sanctum" when Cooke was owner, and was consulted on basketball decisions.[320] Paul Sunderland[image: External link], who had filled in for a couple of games while Hearn recuperated in 2001–02[image: External link], was named the permanent play-by-play[image: External link] announcer. Stu Lantz[image: External link] was retained as the color commentator.[321] Sunderland's contract expired in the summer of 2005, and the team chose not to renew it.[322] Joel Meyers[image: External link] moved in alongside Lantz as the television announcer, while Spero Dedes[image: External link] and former Laker player Mychal Thompson[image: External link] on the radio.[323]

For the 2011–12 NBA season[image: External link], Bill Macdonald[image: External link] became the new television play-by-play announcer, joining Lantz who remained as the color analyst. Meanwhile, John Ireland[image: External link] joined Mychal Thompson to call the games on radio.[324]

As of the 2009–10[image: External link] season, Lakers radio broadcasts are heard on KSPN[image: External link] (Los Angeles ESPN Radio[image: External link] affiliate) in English and KWKW[image: External link] in Spanish.[323][325] KLAC[image: External link] had the team's radio broadcast rights from the 1976–77[image: External link] season until the 2008–09[image: External link] season.[325][326] Until 2011, telecasts had been split between KCAL-TV[image: External link] (road games) and Fox Sports West (home games), unless they are chosen for national broadcasts on ABC[image: External link].[327] KCAL had been the Lakers' over-the-air television broadcaster since 1977, dating back to when the station was the RKO General[image: External link]-owned KHJ-TV, the longest relationship between an NBA team and a television station. Prior to KHJ, Laker games were televised on KTLA[image: External link]. The Lakers had been on Fox Sports West since 1985, dating to when it was the original Prime Ticket and owned by Buss.[328]

On February 14, 2011, Time Warner Cable[image: External link] and the Lakers announced the formation of two new regional sports networks[image: External link] (one in English, one in Spanish) that will exclusively televise the team's games and related programming for 20 years starting with the 2012–13 NBA season.[329] The said networks were originally known as Time Warner Cable SportsNet, before it was renamed Spectrum SportsNet in 2016 upon Charter Communications[image: External link]' purchase of Time Warner Cable.
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San Antonio Spurs





The San Antonio Spurs are an American professional basketball team based in San Antonio, Texas[image: External link]. The Spurs compete in the National Basketball Association (NBA) as a member club of the league's Western Conference[image: External link] Southwest Division. The team plays its home games at the AT&T Center[image: External link] in San Antonio.

The Spurs are one of four former American Basketball Association[image: External link] (ABA) teams to remain intact in the NBA after the 1976 ABA–NBA merger and the only former ABA team to have won an NBA championship[image: External link]. The Spurs' five NBA championships are the fourth most in history behind only the Boston Celtics (17), Los Angeles Lakers (16), and Chicago Bulls[image: External link] (6). The Spurs currently rank first among active franchises for the highest winning percentage in NBA history,[6] and have a winning head-to-head regular season record against every active NBA franchise.[7][8]

In their 40 NBA seasons since 1976–77, the Spurs have won 21 division titles. They have made the playoffs in 24 of the last 25 seasons (since 1989–90) and have only missed the playoffs four times since entering the NBA; they have not missed the playoffs in the 19 seasons since Tim Duncan[image: External link] was drafted by the Spurs in 1997. With their 50th win in the 2016–17 season, the Spurs extended their record for most consecutive 50-win seasons to 18 (the 1998–99 season was shortened to 50 games because of a lockout and based on their win percentage of .740, would have easily surpassed 50 wins in an 82-game season, and thus extend the record by 2 more seasons). Thus, since the 1997–98 season, the Spurs have had 20 consecutive seasons with a winning percentage of .610 or greater during the regular season which is also an NBA record. Only the team's current head coach, Gregg Popovich[image: External link], who had been the team's general manager before replacing Bob Hill[image: External link] in 1996, has had a longer tenure with the Spurs.
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 The Spurs in San Antonio




The Spurs are the city's only team in any of the four major U.S. professional sports leagues[image: External link] and the only major-league team in the city's history to have lasted more than five years. Spurs players are active members of the San Antonio community, and many former Spurs are still active in San Antonio including David Robinson[image: External link] with the Carver Academy[image: External link][9] and George Gervin[image: External link] with the George Gervin Youth Center.[10]

The Spurs set several NBA attendance records while playing at the Alamodome[image: External link] including the largest crowd ever for a NBA Finals[image: External link] game in 1999,[11] and the Spurs continue to sell out the smaller AT&T Center[image: External link] (formerly SBC Center) on a regular basis.

Since 2003, the team has been forced on an extended road trip for much of February since the AT&T Center hosts the San Antonio Stock Show & Rodeo[image: External link]. This is informally known as the "Rodeo Road Trip".[12] The Spurs have consistently posted winning road records during this period, including an NBA-record longest single road trip winning streak (eight games out of nine, achieved in 2003).[13]

When the Spurs have won the NBA title, the team's victory parades have been boat trips on the San Antonio River Walk[image: External link].[14]
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 Franchise history
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 1967–1973: Dallas Chaparrals/Texas Chaparrals




See: Dallas Chaparrals[image: External link]


The San Antonio Spurs started out as the Dallas Chaparrals[image: External link] of the original version of the American Basketball Association[image: External link] (ABA). Coached by player/coach Cliff Hagan[image: External link] the Dallas Chaparrals were one of 11 teams to take the floor in the inaugural season of the upstart ABA. The Chaps second season was a bit of a disappointment, as the team finished in 4th place with a mediocre 41–37 record. In the playoffs the Chaparrals quickly fell to the New Orleans Buccaneers[image: External link].[15]

The team suffered from poor attendance and general disinterest in Dallas. In fact, during the 1970–71 season[image: External link], the name "Dallas" was dropped in favor of "Texas" and an attempt was made to make the team a regional one, playing games in Fort Worth, Texas[image: External link], at the Tarrant County Convention Center[image: External link], as well as Lubbock, Texas[image: External link], at the Lubbock Municipal Coliseum[image: External link], but this proved a failure and the team returned full-time to Dallas in time for the 1971–72 season[image: External link], splitting their games at Moody Coliseum[image: External link] and Dallas Convention Center Arena[image: External link].[16]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1973–1976: Coming to San Antonio




While the Chaparrals had been modestly successful on the court, they were sinking financially by their third season, largely because the ownership group refused to spend much money on the team. After missing the playoffs for the first time in their existence in the 1972–73 season[image: External link], nearly all of the owners wanted out. A group of 36 San Antonio businessmen, led by Manager/Angelo Drossos[image: External link], Chairman of the Board/John Schaefer and President/Red McCombs[image: External link], worked out a "lend-lease" deal with the Dallas ownership group. Drossos and his group would lease the team for three years and move it to San Antonio, and agreed to return the team to Dallas if no purchase occurred by 1975.

After the deal was signed, the team was renamed the San Antonio Gunslingers.[17] However, before they even played a game the name was changed to Spurs. The team's primary colors were changed from the red, white, and blue of the Chaparrals to the now familiar black, silver and white motif of the Spurs.[18]

In the first game at the HemisFair Arena[image: External link] the Spurs lost to the San Diego Conquistadors[image: External link], despite attracting a noisy crowd of 6,000 fans. A smothering defense was the team's image, as they held opponents less than 100 points an ABA record 49 times. The early Spurs were led by ABA veteran James Silas[image: External link], and the team would get stronger as the season went on as they twice took advantage of the Virginia Squires[image: External link], acquiring Swen Nater[image: External link], who would go on to win Rookie of the Year, in November, and "The Iceman" George Gervin[image: External link] in January. The ABA tried to halt the Gervin deal, claiming it was detrimental to the league, but a judge would rule in the Spurs' favor, and Gervin made his Spurs debut on February 7. The Spurs would go on to finish with a 45–39 record, good for 3rd place in the Western Division.

In the playoffs, the Spurs would battle the Indiana Pacers to the bitter end before falling in seven games. San Antonio embraced the Spurs with open arms; the Spurs drew 6,303 fans per game, surpassing the Chaparrals' entire total attendance in only 18 games. Schaefer, Drossos and McCombs knew a runaway hit when they saw it. After only one year, they exercised their option to tear up the lease agreement, buy the franchise outright and keep the team in San Antonio for good.[19]

The team quickly made themselves at home at HemisFair Arena, playing to increasingly large and raucous crowds. Despite a respectable 17–10 start during the 1974–75 season[image: External link], Coach Tom Nissalke[image: External link] was fired as owners become tired of the Spurs' slow defensive style of games. He would be replaced by Bob Bass[image: External link], who stated that the Spurs would have an entirely new playing style: "It is my belief that you cannot throw a set offense at another professional team for 48 minutes. You've got to let them play some schoolyard basketball." George Gervin and James Silas took that style to heart, as the Spurs became an exciting fast breaking team on the way to a solid 51–33 record, good enough for second place in the West. Gervin said, "Our whole theory was that you shoot 100 times, we'll shoot 107." However, in the playoffs the Spurs would fall to the Indiana Pacers in six games.

Even though playoff success would elude the team, the Spurs had suddenly found themselves among the top teams in the ABA. Moreover, their gaudy attendance figures made them very attractive to the NBA, despite the size of the market. Although San Antonio had over 650,000 people at the time (and has since grown to become the seventh-largest city in the United States), it has always been a medium-sized market because the surrounding suburban and rural areas aren't much larger than the city itself. In June 1976, the ABA–NBA merger[image: External link] took place, moving San Antonio's sole professional sports franchise into a new league. The Spurs, Denver Nuggets, Indiana Pacers and New York Nets[image: External link] moved to the NBA for the 1976–77 season.

The Spurs and the other three ABA teams agreed to pay the owners of two other strong ABA teams that folded instead of joining the NBA. John Y. Brown, Jr.[image: External link], the owner of the Kentucky Colonels[image: External link], received $3 million, which he used to purchase the NBA's Buffalo Braves[image: External link] and later the Boston Celtics, after selling star guard Louie Dampier[image: External link] to the Spurs. The owners of the Spirits of St. Louis[image: External link] received a portion of all television profits during their NBA tenure, which amounted to roughly 1/7 of the Spurs' television profit every year. This agreement placed particular financial pressure on the Spurs and the other three former ABA teams.[20] In 2014, the Spirits' owners reached agreement with the NBA to end the perpetual payments and take a lump sum of $500 million instead.[21]
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 1976–1985: The George Gervin era




Although there was some initial skepticism in league circles regarding the potential success and talent levels of the incoming ABA teams, the Spurs would prove worthy of NBA inclusion during the 1976–77 season[image: External link] with a record of 44–38, good for a tie for fourth place overall in the Eastern Conference. This was done in spite of significant handicaps the NBA imposed on the incoming ABA teams, limiting their draft picks and television revenues during their early time in the merged league. They gained a new rival in the form of the Houston Rockets, who had played in Texas for five years prior to the merger.

During the 1977–78 season[image: External link], George Gervin[image: External link] and David Thompson[image: External link] of the Denver Nuggets battled all season for the NBA scoring title. On the final day of the season, Thompson took the lead by scoring 73 points in an afternoon game against the Detroit Pistons. That night Gervin knew that he needed 58 points against the Jazz in New Orleans. Gervin got off to a good start by scoring 20 points in the 1st quarter. In the 2nd, The Iceman was even better, setting a single period record with 33 points. Early on in the 3rd period Gervin scored his 58 points on the way to 63 capturing the scoring title. While Gervin was lighting up the scoreboard the Spurs were winning the Central Division with a 52–30 record.

However, in the playoffs the Spurs would be stunned in six games by the Washington Bullets despite an outstanding series from Gervin who averaged 33.2 ppg. The following season in the 1979 Conference Finals the Spurs led the series 3–1 but the Bullets came back to win the last three games and came from behind to win the 7th game 107–105 handing the Spurs a heartbreaking loss. The Spurs would have to wait another 20 years to make it to their first NBA finals.

The Spurs would go on to capture five division titles in their first seven years in the NBA and became a perennial playoff participant. However, in the playoffs, the Spurs would never find a break, losing to teams like the Washington Bullets, the Boston Celtics, the Houston Rockets, and the Los Angeles Lakers.

As the 1980s progressed, the Spurs would see their shares of highs and lows. For the first few seasons of the decade, the Spurs continued their success of the 1970s with records of 52–30 in 1980–81[image: External link], 48–34 in 1981–82[image: External link], and 53–29 in 1982–83[image: External link] (it was during this period that the Spurs were moved to the Western Conference).

Despite their regular season success, the Spurs were unable to win any NBA championships, losing in the Western Conference playoffs to the Houston Rockets in the first round of the 1981[image: External link] and the Los Angeles Lakers in four games 1982[image: External link] and in six games in the 1983[image: External link] Western Finals despite getting both wins at the Forum in the 1983 series. They lost every home game in both series in 1982 and 1983 vs the Lakers as Magic Johnson, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and co. were too strong. The Spurs did not make the conference finals until 1995.

After the 1984–85 season[image: External link], Gervin, who had been the Spurs' biggest star, was traded to the Chicago Bulls in what effectively signaled the end of the era that began when the Spurs first moved to San Antonio.
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 1985–1989: Difficult years




The next four seasons were a dark time in Spurs' history with the team having a combined record of 115–213 from 1985–86[image: External link] until 1988–89. The losing seasons and dwindling attendance often caused the Spurs to be mentioned as a potential candidate for relocation to another city.

The lone bright spot during this period was the Spurs being awarded the top pick in the 1987 NBA draft through NBA Draft Lottery. The Spurs used this selection on United States Naval Academy[image: External link] standout David Robinson[image: External link]. Although drafted in 1987, the Spurs would have to wait until the 1989–90 season[image: External link] to see Robinson actually play, due to a two-year commitment he had to serve with the United States Navy.

The Spurs seemingly bottomed out in 1988–89 with a record of 21–61, the worst in franchise history at the time. However, the 1989–90 season was notable for several reasons. It was the first season of full ownership for Red McCombs, who was an original investor in the team and helped solidify local ownership for the team. Additionally, the 1988–89 season featured the debut of Larry Brown[image: External link] as the Spurs head coach who moved to San Antonio after winning the NCAA[image: External link] National Championship with Kansas[image: External link] in 1988.
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 1989–1997: Arrival of The Admiral




Although there was speculation that Robinson might choose not to sign with the Spurs and to become a free agent once his Navy commitment ended,[22][23] Robinson decided in the end to come to San Antonio for the 1989–90 season[image: External link].

While it was thought his arrival would make the Spurs respectable again, no one expected what happened in his rookie season. Led by Robinson, 1989 draftee Sean Elliott[image: External link] from Arizona[image: External link], and trade acquisition Terry Cummings from the Milwaukee Bucks, the Spurs achieved the biggest one-season turnaround in NBA history, finishing with a record of 56–26. They also jumped all the way to first place in the Midwest Division, their first division title in seven years. Robinson had one of the most successful rookie seasons for a center in NBA history, finishing the season as the unanimous Rookie of the Year while averaging 24.3 points and 12.0 rebounds.

The Spurs began the 1990s with great optimism. The team became a perennial playoff presence, although unable to advance further than the second round of the NBA Playoffs under Brown's tutelage. Late in the 1991–92 season[image: External link], McCombs fired Brown and replaced him with Bob Bass[image: External link] for the remainder of the season. Without a healthy David Robinson, the Spurs were swept out of the first round of the playoffs by the Phoenix Suns.

McCombs made national headlines during the summer of 1992 with the hiring of former UNLV[image: External link] head coach Jerry Tarkanian[image: External link]. The Tarkanian experiment proved a flop, as the coach was fired 20 games into the 1992–93 season[image: External link] with the Spurs record at 9–11. After Rex Hughes[image: External link] filled the coaching shoes for one game, NBA veteran John Lucas[image: External link] was named head coach. It was Lucas' first NBA coaching assignment, although he had gained recognition in league circles for his success in helping NBA players rehab from drug abuse. The Lucas era started out successfully. His coaching propelled the team to a 39–22 finish over the rest of the regular season, and the team reached the Western Conference semi-finals

In 1993, local businessman Peter M. Holt[image: External link] and a group of 22 investors purchased the Spurs from Red McCombs for $75 million. In the 1993–94 season, the Spurs' first in the newly built Alamodome[image: External link], Lucas led the team to a 55–27 record but the team suffered a loss in the first round of the playoffs, which led to the immediate firing of Lucas as head coach. Prior to the season the Spurs traded fan-favorite Elliott to the Detroit Pistons in return for rebounding star Dennis Rodman[image: External link].

Lucas was replaced by former Pacers coach Bob Hill[image: External link] for the 1994–95 season. Elliott returned to the team after an uneventful season with the Pistons, and the team finished with the NBA's best record at 62–20, cracking the 60-win mark for the first time in franchise history. Robinson was named the league's Most Valuable Player. The Spurs reached the Western Conference Finals, but lost to the eventual NBA Champion Houston Rockets. Throughout the season, and particularly in the playoffs, there appeared to be friction developing between Rodman and several Spurs' teammates, most notably Robinson. Rodman was traded to the Chicago Bulls[image: External link] after the season, and helped the Bulls win three titles from 1996–1998.

The Spurs finished the 1995–96 season under Hill at 59–23 and lost in the Western Conference semi-finals. Few observers could have predicted how far the Spurs would fall during the 1996–97 season, especially with the signing of Dominique Wilkins[image: External link]. Robinson missed the first month of the season due to a back injury. He returned in December, but played only six games before a broken foot sidelined him for the rest of the season. Elliott also missed more than half the season due to injury. Without Robinson and Elliott, the Spurs were a rudderless team. The lone bright spot was Wilkins, leading the team in scoring with an average of 18.2 ppg. The Spurs ended the season with a 20–62 record, the worst in franchise history—and to date, the last time they have missed the playoffs. Hill only lasted 18 games as coach that season, eventually being fired and replaced by general manager Gregg Popovich[image: External link], who had also served a stint under Brown as an assistant coach. Wilkins would play his lone season in 1996–97 for San Antonio, knowing his minutes and playing time would greatly diminish next season.

As disastrous as the 1996–97 season was for the Spurs, the offseason proved to be the opposite. With the third-worst record in the league, the Spurs won the NBA's draft lottery, which gave them the top pick in the 1997 draft[image: External link]. The Spurs used their pick to select Wake Forest[image: External link] product and consensus All-American Tim Duncan[image: External link].
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 1997–2016: Tim Duncan era
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 1997–2003: The "Twin Towers"




See: Twin Towers (San Antonio Spurs)[image: External link]


Gregg Popovich watched Tim Duncan play in summer league and immediately noted that, "If I try to coach this guy, the only thing I can do is screw him up", effectively saying that Duncan was very gifted, very intelligent, and had a keen knowledge of the game.

Duncan quickly emerged as a dominant force in the NBA during the 1997–98 season[image: External link], averaging 21.1 points and 11.9 rebounds per game as a power forward. He was named First Team All-NBA while winning Rookie of the Year honors. The team ended up at 56–26, breaking their own record from 1989–90 for the biggest single-season improvement for wins, but once again lost to the Jazz in the Western Conference semi-finals. While both Duncan and Robinson played low-post roles, the two seamlessly meshed on the court.

With a healthy Robinson and Duncan and the additions of playoff veterans such as Mario Elie[image: External link] and Jerome Kersey[image: External link], the Spurs looked forward to the 1998–99 season[image: External link]. Prior to the beginning of training camps, however, the NBA owners, led by commissioner David Stern[image: External link], locked out the players in order to force a new collective bargaining agreement[image: External link] with the National Basketball Players Association[image: External link] (NBPA). The season was delayed for over three months until resolution on a new labor agreement was reached in January 1999.

Playing a shortened 50-game season, the Spurs earned an NBA-best 37–13 record (.740 win percentage, and only season since Duncan was drafted the Spurs did not win at least 50 games in a season as of 2016). The team was just as dominant in the playoffs, rolling through the Western Conference with a record of 11–1. In the NBA Finals[image: External link], they faced the New York Knicks, who had made history by becoming the first eighth seed to ever make the NBA Finals. The Spurs won the series and the franchise's first NBA Championship in Game 5 at the Knicks' home arena, Madison Square Garden[image: External link]. Duncan was named the NBA Finals MVP[image: External link]. The Spurs became the first former ABA team to reach and to win the NBA Finals. They also won the 1999 McDonald's Championship[image: External link] in the off-season and were the last champions of that tournament as it was disbanded right after.

Coming off their first NBA Championship, the Spurs were still among the best teams in the West and battling for first place in the Midwest Division during the 1999–2000 season[image: External link]. On March 14, the Spurs playoff spirits got a lift when Sean Elliott[image: External link], who received a kidney transplant from his brother prior to the season, returned and played in the last 19 games. As the season wound down, Duncan suffered a knee injury and the Spurs finished in second place with a 53–29 record. Without Duncan, the Spurs were knocked out of the playoffs by the Phoenix Suns in four games.

The long-term viability of the Spurs franchise in San Antonio was, however, achieved during the 1999–2000 season, as Bexar County[image: External link] voters approved increases in car rental and hotel taxes which would allow for the construction of a new arena next to the Freeman Coliseum[image: External link]. The Spurs finished with 58–24 records for both the 2000–01[image: External link] and 2001–02[image: External link] seasons but found themselves suffering playoff ousters in both seasons from the eventual NBA Champion Los Angeles Lakers, getting swept from the 2001 Conference Finals and losing in five games during the second round in 2002.






[image: External link]

The Spurs visit the White House after their championship in 2003.





Entering the 2002–03 season, the team knew it would be memorable for at least two reasons, as David Robinson announced that it would be his last in the NBA and the Spurs would begin play at their new arena, the SBC Center[image: External link], named after telecommunications giant SBC[image: External link], whose corporate headquarters were located in San Antonio (SBC became AT&T after its acquisition of its former parent company). To mark this occasion, the Spurs revamped their "Fiesta Colors" logo and reverted to the familiar silver and black motif (though, during the time of the Fiesta logo, the uniform remained silver and black). This version of the Spurs was very different from the team that had won the title a few years earlier. Second-year French star Tony Parker[image: External link], drafted by the Spurs in the first round of the 2001 NBA draft[image: External link], was now the starting point guard for the Spurs. The squad featured a variety of newly acquired three-point shooters, including Stephen Jackson, Danny Ferry[image: External link], Bruce Bowen[image: External link], Steve Kerr, Steve Smith[image: External link] and Argentine product Manu Ginóbili[image: External link], a 1999 second-round draft choice playing in his first NBA season.

The Spurs christened the SBC Center[image: External link] in style on November 1, 2002 by defeating the Toronto Raptors 91–72.[24] The Spurs would not get off to a flying start as they had just a 19–13 record heading into January. In January the Spurs began to gel and seemed prepped to make a run, when they embarked on their annual Rodeo Road Trip, a nine-game road trip from January 25 to February 16. However, it would be hardly a bump in the road for the charging Spurs, who won eight of the nine and began to climb their way to first place. The Spurs went on to erase their seven-game deficit and finished the season in a tie with the Dallas Mavericks for the best record in the NBA (60–22). Thanks to a tiebreaker, the Spurs won their third straight Division title as Tim Duncan claimed his second straight NBA MVP.[25]

In the playoffs[image: External link], the Spurs defeated the Suns, Lakers and Mavericks en route to facing the New Jersey Nets in the NBA Finals[image: External link]. The series against the Nets marked the first time two former ABA teams played each other for the NBA Championship. The Spurs won the series 4–2, giving them their second NBA Championship in franchise history. Duncan, after having been named NBA MVP, was also named Finals MVP.
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 2003–2004: Bridging the Gap




Coming off their second NBA Championship, the retirement of David Robinson[image: External link] left a void in San Antonio's daunting defense, while playoff hero Steve Kerr and veteran forward Danny Ferry[image: External link] also retired. Meanwhile, backup point guard Speedy Claxton was left for the Warriors, and Stephen Jackson left for Atlanta. With several holes to fill in their rotation, the Spurs would make several key signings in the off-season. Rasho Nesterovic[image: External link] and Hedo Türkoğlu[image: External link] were brought in to replace Robinson and Jackson, respectively. What proved to be the most important off-season acquisition would be the signing of veteran Robert Horry[image: External link].

The Spurs, playing with nine new players, struggled early as they missed the presence of Robinson while the new players struggled to fit in, as they held a 9–10 record on December 3. However, the Spurs would turn it around, as they ended December on a 13-game winning streak and quickly climbed back to the top of the NBA standings. They would battle all year for the top spot in the Western Conference, as they ended the season on another strong note winning their final 11 games. However, they would fall one game short of a division title and the best record in the West, posting a record of 57–25. In the second round of the playoffs, the Spurs found themselves in another showdown with the Los Angeles Lakers. The Spurs would win Games 1 and 2 at home, but drop the next two in the Los Angeles. In Game 5 back in San Antonio, Duncan seemingly delivered the Spurs a 73–72 win as he hit a dramatic shot with just 0.4 seconds remaining. However, the Lakers' Derek Fisher[image: External link] would launch a game-winner as time expired, giving the Lakers a stunning 74–73 win to take a 3–2 series lead.[26][27][28] The Spurs would eventually lose the series in six games.
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 2004–2013: The "Big Three"




See: Big Three (San Antonio Spurs)[image: External link]


After their disappointing second round collapse, the Spurs looked to regain the NBA crown. With the acquisition of guard Brent Barry[image: External link] from Seattle[image: External link], the Spurs would get off to a quick start, posting a 12–3 record in November. The Spurs would stay hot through December as they established a 25–6 record entering the New Year. With the later additions of center Nazr Mohammed[image: External link] from New York (acquired in a midseason trade of Malik Rose[image: External link]), and veteran forward Glenn Robinson[image: External link] from free agency[image: External link], alongside regulars Bruce Bowen[image: External link], Robert Horry[image: External link], Tony Parker[image: External link], Manu Ginóbili[image: External link], and Tim Duncan[image: External link], the Spurs would be near the top in the Western Conference all season, battling the Phoenix Suns[image: External link] for the best record in the NBA. Just as it appeared the Spurs would cruise toward the playoffs their season suddenly hit a bump in the road when Tim Duncan suffered an ankle injury. The Spurs struggled the rest of the season, finishing just 59–23. However, by the time the playoffs rolled around, Duncan was ready to return.

In the postseason[image: External link], The Spurs went through the West relatively easily, culminating with a 5-game victory in the Conference Finals over the Phoenix Suns[image: External link]. In the NBA Finals[image: External link], the Spurs would face the defending champion Detroit Pistons. The first two games in San Antonio were both Spurs victories as Ginóbili led the way with 26 and 27 points, in blow out wins by the Spurs. However, as the series shifted to Detroit, the Spurs were the ones who were blown out, losing Games 3 and 4 by big margins as the Pistons evened the series. Faced with a third straight loss in Detroit, the Spurs would play tougher in Game 5, which would go into overtime. After going scoreless in the first half, Robert Horry[image: External link] hit a clutch three-point shot with nine seconds remaining to give the Spurs a dramatic 96–95 win.[29] The series moved back to San Antonio for game six, but the Spurs were unable to close out the series, setting up a deciding Game 7. In Game 7, Duncan had 25 points as the Spurs pulled away late to win their third NBA Title in seven years with an 81–74 win.[25] Duncan was named Finals MVP[image: External link], becoming the fourth player to win the MVP award three times (joining Magic Johnson, Shaquille O'Neal[image: External link], and Michael Jordan).

Coming off their third NBA Championship in seven years, there was a sense that the Spurs were the class of the NBA, and once again would be the team to beat in the NBA for the Championship.[25] For the 2005–06 season, the Spurs acquired the two-time All-Star Michael Finley[image: External link] and one-time All Star Nick Van Exel[image: External link]. Not surprisingly, the Spurs would come flying out of the gate, winning 16 of their first 19 games. Once again, the Spurs would get challenged within their own division by the Dallas Mavericks as they held the two best records in the Western Conference all season, battling for first place. In the end, the experience of the Spurs would be the difference as they won the Southwest Division again with a new franchise best record of 63–19.[25] The Spurs met the Mavericks in the second round of the playoffs, but it would be Dallas coming out on top 4–3, including a 119–111 overtime victory in Game 7.

The Spurs struggled during the first half of the 2006–07 season[image: External link], which led to discussions of trading away veteran players to build for the future. The team remained intact, and the Spurs would win 13 games in a row during February and March, and were an NBA-best 25–6 in the final 31 games, as the Spurs were able to claim the 3-seed in the West. The Spurs cruised through the first round, while the #1-seeded Dallas Mavericks were upset. This set up a second-round series with the Phoenix Suns[image: External link] as the key series in the entire NBA Playoffs, as this series featured the teams with the two best records remaining in the NBA.

The Spurs went on to win 4–2 in the contentious and controversial series versus the Suns. The series featured a Robert Horry foul on Steve Nash toward the end of Game 4 which resulted in Horry being suspended for two games. Those who said the second-round series against the Suns was the true NBA Finals would be proven right, as the Spurs easily dispatched the Utah Jazz[image: External link] in five games to reach the NBA Finals[image: External link]. In the Finals, the Spurs swept the Cleveland Cavaliers and captured their fourth title in nine years. Tony Parker[image: External link], who dominated in the Finals averaging 24.5 ppg on 57% shooting, was named Finals MVP and became the first European-born player to win the award[image: External link].[30]

The 2007–2008 season[image: External link] saw the Spurs go 56–26 and finish 3rd in the Western Conference. The Spurs faced hurdles but would make it to the Western Conference Finals, but lose to the Lakers in five games. The next season[image: External link] would see the Spurs drop off in wins to 54–28 and lose to the Dallas Mavericks in the first round of the playoffs.

Two days before the 2009 NBA draft[image: External link], general manager R. C. Buford[image: External link] acted to address the team's age and health concerns[31] by acquiring 29-year-old swingman Richard Jefferson from the Milwaukee Bucks. The Spurs sent 38-year-old Bruce Bowen[image: External link], 36-year-old Kurt Thomas[image: External link], and 34-year-old Fabricio Oberto[image: External link] to the Bucks, who swapped Oberto to the Detroit Pistons for Amir Johnson[image: External link].

The Spurs held three 2nd-round picks in the 2009 draft. Their selection of Pittsburgh Panthers[image: External link] forward DeJuan Blair[image: External link] with the #37[image: External link] pick was described as a "steal" by analysts;[32][33] the Spurs later drafted two guards they had been targeting with the No. 37 pick,[34] taking Miami Hurricanes[image: External link] shooting guard[image: External link] Jack McClinton[image: External link] and point[image: External link]/shooting guard Nando de Colo[image: External link] from France with the No. 51 and No. 53 picks, respectively. On July 10, 2009, the Spurs signed Detroit Pistons power forward[image: External link] Antonio McDyess[image: External link] to a three-year deal worth approximately $15 million in guaranteed money.[35]

The Spurs struggled with injuries during the 2009–10 regular season, but managed another 50-win season, finishing at 50–32. The seventh-seeded Spurs would once again battle the Mavericks in the first round of the playoffs. After falling to the Mavericks in Game 1, the Spurs went on to avenge their 2009 defeat to Dallas by winning the series in six games. The Spurs however, were swept out of the playoffs in the following round by the Phoenix Suns.

During the 2010 NBA draft[image: External link], the Spurs management held the highest draft pick since the Tim Duncan[image: External link] draft a decade earlier. They drafted rookie James Anderson[image: External link] from Oklahoma State[image: External link] at #20.[36] However, Anderson was soon sitting out of the first half of the season due to injuries. In 2010–11, the Spurs finished 61–21 to be the #1 seed, but an injury to Ginóbili in the final regular season game took a toll on the team, and they were upset by the #8 seeded Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link].

2011 brought a change to the Spurs' philosophy that set the stage for the next successful run in the club's history. Out went the stream of last-legs, wizened veterans that the Spurs had relied on to fill out the rotation behind the Big Three. Minutes went to younger and more athletic talent like Danny Green[image: External link], Gary Neal[image: External link], and Tiago Splitter[image: External link], to whom Popovich would teach The Spurs' Way – a fast pace, unselfish passing, and accountability on defense. The biggest personnel move of the Spurs' off-season had the club sending the beloved guard George Hill[image: External link] to his hometown Indiana Pacers for San Diego State[image: External link]'s Kawhi Leonard[image: External link], a hyper-athletic forward selected #15 overall by the Pacers in the 2011 NBA draft[image: External link]. The team also selected Texas Longhorns[image: External link]' Cory Joseph[image: External link] as the #29 overall pick.

After the lockout that delayed the 2011–2012 season, the Spurs signed T.J. Ford[image: External link], who would eventually retire in the middle of the season after playing only 14 games due to a stinger[image: External link]. Before the trade deadline, the Spurs decided to part ways with Richard Jefferson and sent him to the Golden State Warriors for Stephen Jackson, who had been a member of the 2003 championship team[image: External link]. Leonard then became the starting small forward. In the week following the trade deadline, the Spurs also signed forward Boris Diaw[image: External link] after his contract was bought out by the Charlotte Bobcats, and former Portland Trail Blazers guard Patrick Mills[image: External link] who played for the Xinjiang Flying Tigers[image: External link] in the CBA[image: External link] during the lockout. This gave the Spurs a deeper bench for their playoff run.

Despite the shortened 66-game NBA season due to the NBA lockout[image: External link], the Spurs won 50 games and tied the Chicago Bulls[image: External link] for the best record in the league. They extended their streak of 50+ win seasons to 13 since the 1999–2000 season[image: External link], an NBA record. Popovich won his second Coach of the Year.[37]

The Spurs swept the first two rounds of the Playoffs[image: External link]. With those two sweeps, a 10-game win streak to end the season, and wins in Games 1 and 2 of the Western Conference Finals, the Spurs would win 20 straight games. However, the Oklahoma City Thunder would end up winning the next four games in the West Finals, to take the series 4–2.

During the 2012 off-season, the Spurs re-signed swingman Danny Green[image: External link], who was a welcome surprise for them from the previous season, and Tim Duncan, both for three years. The Spurs would have a strong 2012–13 season[image: External link], going 58–24 and earning the #2 seed in the West.

The Spurs clinched the playoffs for a 16th consecutive season, as well as extended the NBA record with 50+ games for 14 consecutive seasons. On April 16, the Spurs signed two-time scoring champion, and seven-time All-Star Tracy McGrady to help in the playoffs after waiving Stephen Jackson.[38] The Spurs finished the regular season second in the Western Conference behind the Oklahoma City Thunder with a record of 58–24, and swept the Los Angeles Lakers in the first round, 4–0. In the second round of the 2013 playoffs, the Spurs faced Stephen Curry and the Golden State Warriors. They beat the Warriors four games to two.[39] In the conference finals, the Spurs swept the Memphis Grizzlies, with Tony Parker[image: External link] having an 18-assist performance in Game 2 and a 37-point performance in Game 4.[40] The Spurs would meet the defending champion Miami Heat[image: External link] in the NBA Finals[image: External link].

The Spurs and Heat would alternate wins the first six games in the series. In Game 6, the Spurs were on the verge of winning their fifth NBA title. San Antonio was up five points with 28 seconds to go in regulation. An unlikely and uncharacteristic series of mishaps would doom the Spurs down the stretch, including the benching of Duncan by Popovich at the end of regulation with the Spurs on defense. The Heat missed their field goal attempt, but the undersized Spurs could not grab the defensive rebound. Chris Bosh[image: External link] rebounded the ball and Ray Allen then hit a 3-pointer to tie the game with five seconds left in regulation to send it to overtime, during which the Spurs were defeated 103–100. In Game 7, San Antonio jumped out to a lead early and kept the game close the entire way. Toward the end of the game, however, and despite a 24-point, 12 rebound effort, Duncan failed to convert on two attempts to tie the game: a missed layup and missed tip-in that allowed LeBron James to hit a jumper and increase the Heat's lead to 92–88. After a steal from Ginóbili, James hit two free throws after being fouled by Duncan, and when Ginóbili missed a subsequent 3-pointer, Dwyane Wade[image: External link] hit one out of two from the free throw line to put the game on ice, as the Heat would win their second straight championship.[41]
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 2013–2016: Fifth championship and Duncan's retirement




The Spurs returned with their core roster largely intact, while adding free agents Marco Belinelli[image: External link] and Jeff Ayres[image: External link] (formerly Jeff Pendergraph), while losing Gary Neal[image: External link] to the Milwaukee Bucks. The Spurs clinched the best record in the NBA with 62 wins, which included a franchise record 19 straight wins in February and March. In the first round of the playoffs, the eighth-seeded Dallas Mavericks surprised the Spurs by taking the series to 7 games, but the Spurs prevailed in convincing fashion in the deciding Game 7. In the second round, Tim Duncan surpassed Karl Malone[image: External link] for fifth place in NBA Playoffs all-time points scored while the Spurs cruised past the Portland Trail Blazers in 5 games. San Antonio played the Oklahoma City Thunder in the Western Conference Finals, which marked the third straight appearance in the Western Conference Finals for the Spurs, and defeated them in 6 games to advance to the Finals for a second straight year for a rematch with the Miami Heat[image: External link]. It was also the first time that they had advanced to the Finals in consecutive years. This made it the first time since 1998 NBA Finals that two teams faced off in the Finals in consecutive years. With a victory in the second game of the series, Duncan, Ginóbili, and Parker won more playoff games together than any other three players on the same team in NBA history. The Spurs would go on to win the 2014 NBA Championship, 4 games to 1. The Spurs blew out Miami in all of their wins, each of them by 15 or more points. Kawhi Leonard[image: External link] had a breakout performance and was named NBA Finals MVP for his big game performance and is the third youngest to win it, behind Magic Johnson and teammate Duncan. In the 2014 NBA draft[image: External link], they selected Kyle Anderson[image: External link] out of UCLA[image: External link] as the 30th overall pick.

During the 2014 offseason, the Spurs made headlines when they announced that they had hired Becky Hammon[image: External link] as an assistant coach, effective with her retirement as a player at the end of the 2014 WNBA season[image: External link].[42] Hammon became the first full-time female coach in any of the four major U.S. professional leagues[image: External link].[43]

The 2014–15 season was an up-and-down season, but finishing strong with a 55–27 regular season record and 6th seed in the West, they qualified for the playoffs. They faced the Los Angeles Clippers in the first round of the playoffs. The Spurs went up 3–2 heading into Game 6 at San Antonio. However, the Clippers would win that game and go on to win Game 7 at home. The San Antonio Spurs became the first defending champions since the 2011–12 Dallas Mavericks[image: External link] to be eliminated in the first round of the NBA playoffs.

With the acquisitions of David West and LaMarcus Aldridge[image: External link] during the offseason, the Spurs finished with a 67–15 record, their best winning percentage in franchise history, earning them the Southwest Division title. They also set a franchise record for most wins in a season with 67 and a NBA record for most home wins in a season with 40 (tying the 1985–86 Boston Celtics[image: External link] 40–1 home record).[44] The Spurs also had the league's best defense.[45] During the playoffs they swept the shorthanded Memphis Grizzles in the first round before losing to the Oklahoma City Thunder in 6 games in the second round. They would become the first team since the 2006–07 Dallas Mavericks[image: External link] to finish with 67 wins and be eliminated before the conference finals.[46]

On July 11, 2016, Duncan announced his retirement from the NBA after 19 seasons with San Antonio.[47]
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 Los Angeles Lakers




See: Lakers–Spurs rivalry[image: External link]


The rivalry between the San Antonio Spurs and the Los Angeles Lakers started in the late 1970s and peaked in the late 1990s and early 2000s. Since 1999, the teams have met in the NBA Playoffs[image: External link] 7 times, with the clubs combining to appear in seven straight NBA Finals[image: External link] from 1999–2005. Additionally, the teams won each NBA Title from 1999–2003 (the Spurs won in 1999 and 2003, while the Lakers won in 2000, 2001, and 2002). From 1999–2004, the rivalry was considered as the NBA's best,[48] as each time the clubs faced each other in the playoffs, the winner advanced to the NBA Finals. The rivalry fell off from 2005–07, with the Lakers missing the playoffs in 2005 and losing in the first round to the Phoenix Suns[image: External link] in 2006 and 2007, but intensified again in 2008 when they met in the Western Conference Finals. Both teams met once again for the 12th time in 2013[image: External link] in the first round, with the Spurs winning in four games.
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 Dallas Mavericks




The rivalry between the San Antonio Spurs and the Dallas Mavericks features two teams with Dallas roots. The Spurs began their life in the ABA[image: External link] as the Dallas Chaparrals and did not move to San Antonio until 1973. On October 11, 1980, the Mavs made their NBA debut by defeating the Spurs 103–92. In the playoffs the Spurs defeated the Mavericks in 2001, 2003, 2010, and 2014; while the Mavericks defeated the Spurs in 2006 and 2009. The Spurs have won five championships and six conference titles, while the Mavericks have won one championship and two conference titles. The Spurs have won 18 division titles, while the Mavericks have won 3. The Mavericks have three 60-win seasons, while the Spurs have five.

The two teams met in the playoffs during the 2000–2001 season with the Spurs winning in five games. Little was made during this series, as the Spurs won their first NBA championship only two years before. The Mavericks, run by a trio of Steve Nash, Michael Finley[image: External link], and Dirk Nowitzki, had just defeated the Utah Jazz[image: External link], despite not having home court advantage, and were only starting to meld into a title contender.

The rivalry took on a new meaning in 2005 when, near the end of the regular season, Don Nelson resigned as Dallas' head coach, apparently dissatisfied with the state of the team, and handed the coaching reins to former Spur Avery Johnson[image: External link], the point guard[image: External link] of the 1999 NBA champion Spurs team who hit the game-winning shot against the New York Knicks. Since Johnson was coached under Spurs Head Coach Gregg Popovich[image: External link], he would be familiar with most, if not all, of Popovich's coaching style and philosophy. During the 2005 offseason, Michael Finley[image: External link], waived by the Mavericks under the amnesty clause, joined the Spurs in search for an elusive title victory, that he finally was part of with the Spurs in 2007. Ironically, part of his salary was being paid for by the Mavericks during that season to allow for cap room.

The Mavericks were swept in the 2012–13 season[image: External link] by the Spurs for the first time since the 1998 season[image: External link], Tim Duncan's rookie season. In their last match up of the season, San Antonio escaped with a 95–94 victory over Dallas when a Vince Carter[image: External link] 3-point attempt bounced off the rim at the buzzer. With that win, the Spurs clinched a playoff spot for a 16th straight season, currently the longest streak in the NBA. San Antonio also reached 50 wins for a 14th consecutive season, the longest streak in NBA history.[49]

In the 2013–14 season[image: External link], the Spurs once again swept the Mavs in the regular season, giving them nine straight victories. In addition, an overtime loss to the Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link] on April 16, 2014 ensured that the Mavericks would face the Spurs once again in the 2014 NBA Playoffs[image: External link], where the Mavs would be the eighth seed and San Antonio the first. In Game 1 in San Antonio, the game was relatively close. Dallas managed to reach an 81–71 lead in the fourth quarter, but the Spurs rallied back and took Game 1 at home, 90–85. However, the Mavs managed to force 22 turnovers in Game 2 to rout the Spurs 113–92, splitting the first two games before the series went to Dallas. In Game 3, Manu Ginobili[image: External link] managed to hit a shot that put the Spurs up 108–106 with 1.7 left, but a buzzer-beating three-pointer by Vince Carter[image: External link] gave the Mavs the victory, putting them up 2–1 in the series. The Spurs took Game 4 in Dallas 93–89 and later Game 5 at home 109–103, giving them a 3–2 lead. The Mavs avoided elimination in Game 6 at home by rallying in the fourth quarter, winning 111–113. The Spurs would then advance to the second round with a Game 7 blowout, winning 119–96.
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 Houston Rockets




See: Rockets–Spurs rivalry[image: External link]


Also known as the I-10 Rivalry since San Antonio and Houston both lie on the path of the Interstate 10[image: External link] freeway. The rivalry between the San Antonio Spurs and the Houston Rockets began in 1976 when the Spurs were absorbed into the NBA from the American Basketball Association[image: External link], along with the Denver Nuggets, the New York Nets[image: External link], and the Indiana Pacers. The Rockets and Spurs competed for the division title, with the Rockets winning it first in 1977 and the Spurs in 1978 and 1979. In 1980, they met in the playoffs for the first time as the Rockets led by Moses Malone[image: External link] and Calvin Murphy[image: External link] beat the Spurs led by George Gervin[image: External link] and James Silas[image: External link] 2–1. The rivalry grew intense as both teams moved from the East[image: External link] to the West[image: External link]. They met again in 1981, this time in the second round. The Spurs had home-court advantage, and were heavily favored, winning the Midwest Division Title and the Rockets only 40–42. The Rockets and Spurs fought to the bitter end before the Rockets held on to win Game 7 capped by Murphy's 42 points. The Rockets would advance to the Finals in a losing cause to the Boston Celtics. The rivalry continued in 1995 when the defending champion Rockets led by Hakeem Olajuwon[image: External link] beat the top-seeded Spurs led by MVP[image: External link] David Robinson[image: External link] in the Western Conference Finals, despite only being the sixth seed, with Olajuwon, who had won the previous year's MVP, being widely regarded as having outplayed Robinson. In a regular season game early in the 2005 season[image: External link], the Spurs were leading the Rockets very late in the 4th quarter by eight points. Houston's Tracy McGrady went on a personal 13–4 run in the final 35 seconds to miraculously steal the game away from San Antonio, including the game winning 3 pointer with one second remaining to the delight of the Toyota Center[image: External link] crowd.
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 Phoenix Suns




See: Spurs–Suns rivalry[image: External link]


The rivalry between the Spurs and the Phoenix Suns[image: External link] began in the 1990s when the Spurs were led by "The Admiral", David Robinson[image: External link], and the Suns were propelled by a number of players including Dan Majerle[image: External link], Kevin Johnson[image: External link], and Tom Chambers[image: External link]. The rivalry continued into the next decade with Tim Duncan[image: External link] leading the Spurs and with the Suns headed by Steve Nash. In 2003, the Spurs beat the Suns 4–2 in the first round. In 2005, the Spurs beat the Suns 4–1 in the Conference Finals. In 2007, the Spurs beat the Suns 4–2 in a Conference Semi-finals series that was notable for putting the two best teams remaining in the NBA against each other. There was a controversial ruling in game 4 when Diaw and Stoudemire left the bench during an altercation and were suspended for game 5. In 2008, the Spurs beat the Suns 4–1 in the first round. Tim Duncan hit a three-pointer to force overtime and win the series. In 2010, the Suns swept the Spurs in four games in the playoffs, including a big time performance by Goran Dragic[image: External link] in game 3, against the team who originally drafted him, scoring 23 fourth quarter points, which amounted to 26 points in thirteen minutes. The rivalry has cooled off, with the Spurs winning most of the meetings, but that wasn't the case on February 21, 2014, where the Suns blew out the road-weary Spurs, who were ending the Rodeo Road Trip in Phoenix, 106–85. Markieff Morris[image: External link] of the Suns lead all scorers with 26 points. Danny Green lead the Spurs with a low 15 points. On April 11, 2014, the Spurs clinched the league-best record, and at the same time, handing the Suns a loss that would keep them out of the postseason, winning 112–104, with Danny Green setting a career high 33 points. In a pre-season game on October 16, 2014, Suns owner Robert Sarver apologized to the Phoenix crowd for the game, where the Spurs rested 5 people, including Popovich. Pop would only end his statement about the incident with, "The only thing that surprises me is that he didn't say it in a chicken suit."
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 Logo and uniforms




Since becoming the San Antonio Spurs in 1973, the team colors have been black, silver and white. The distinctive logo of the word Spurs in Eurostile[image: External link] font, with the stylized spur[image: External link] substituting for the letter U, has been a part of the team's identity since their move to San Antonio.[50][51] The logo incorporated 'Fiesta colors' of pink, orange and teal, used from 1989 to 2002 (though the uniforms remained the same), and alignment from straight to arched beginning with the 2002–03 NBA season.

The Spurs have always worn black on the road and white at home, except during the 1973–76 ABA[image: External link] seasons and their first NBA season when the home uniform was always silver. Until the 1988–89 NBA season, the road uniform had "San Antonio" on the front while the home uniform featured the team nickname adopted from the Spurs logo; from 1973 to 1982, the road uniform lettering was black with silver trim. In addition, from 1977–81 a saddle[image: External link]-like striping was featured on the back of the home shorts. Since the 1989–90 NBA season[image: External link] the Spurs uniform has remained practically the same, with the road uniform now using the team nickname from their logo; a minor change included the addition of another black (road) and white (home) trim to the already silver-trimmed block numbers in the 2002–03 season. The Spurs wear black sneakers and socks on the road, and white sneakers and socks at home (except for select games with the silver alternates), a practice that began in the 2002–03 season. When the NBA moved to the Adidas[image: External link] Revolution 30 technology for the 2010–11 season, the Spurs changed to V-neck jerseys and eliminated striping on the shorts' beltline.

On September 19, 2012, the Spurs unveiled a silver alternate uniform. In breaking from the traditional practice of placing the team or city name in front, the Spurs' new uniform features only the stylized spur logo, with the black number trimmed in white and silver on the upper right. The Spurs primary logo is atop the player name and number on the back (replaced by the NBA logo prior to the 2014–15 season), while the Eurostile 'SA' initials (for San Antonio) are on the left leg of the shorts. Black, silver and white side stripes are also featured on the uniform. The uniforms are worn for select home games.[52] A variation of this uniform, featuring military camouflage[image: External link] patterns instead of the usual silver, was used for two games in the 2013–14 season; a sleeved version was used the next season.[53] Another variation, this time in black, was unveiled for the 2015–16 season.[54]

At times throughout the season, the Spurs wear a jersey that says "Los Spurs" on the front, in recognition of Latino fans both at home and across the US and Latin America. The Spurs were one of the first NBA teams to wear these branded jerseys. In 2014, the jerseys were sleeved. These events are called "Noches Latinas", first launched during the 2006–07 NBA season, part of an Hispanic marketing campaign known as "éne-bé-a".[55] Six teams in the NBA participate in these events. The Spurs have had the most players from Latin America and are one of only three NBA teams who have had at least five players on their rosters who originate from Latin America and Spain (if one includes Puerto Rico as part of Latin America, although it is a U.S. territory), the others being the Memphis Grizzlies and the Portland Trail Blazers.[56]
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 Season-by-season record




List of the last five seasons completed by the Spurs. For the full season-by-season history, see List of San Antonio Spurs seasons[image: External link].

Note: GP = Games played, W = Wins, L = Losses, % = Winning Percentage



	Season
	GP
	W
	L
	%
	Finish
	Playoffs



	2011–12[image: External link]
	66
	50
	16
	.758
	1st, Southwest
	Lost in Conference Finals, 2–4 (Thunder)



	2012–13[image: External link]
	82
	58
	24
	.707
	1st, Southwest
	Lost in NBA Finals, 3–4 ( Heat[image: External link])



	2013–14[image: External link]
	82
	62
	20
	.756
	1st, Southwest
	NBA Champions[image: External link], 4–1 ( Heat[image: External link])



	2014–15[image: External link]
	82
	55
	27
	.671
	3rd, Southwest
	Lost in First Round, 3–4 (Clippers)



	2015–16[image: External link]
	82
	67
	15
	.817
	1st, Southwest
	Lost in Conference Semifinals, 2–4 (Thunder)
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 Arena history




Dallas (Texas) Chaparrals


	
State Fair Coliseum[image: External link] (1967–1973)

	
Moody Coliseum[image: External link] (1967–1973)

	
Tarrant County Coliseum[image: External link] (1970–1971)

	
Lubbock Municipal Coliseum[image: External link] (1970–1971)



San Antonio Spurs


	
HemisFair Arena[image: External link] (1973–1993)

	
Alamodome[image: External link] (1993–2002)

	
AT&T Center[image: External link] (formerly SBC Center) (2002–present)
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 Players
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 Current roster






	

San Antonio Spurs roster


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]











	Players
	Coaches



	


	Pos.
	No.
	Name
	Height
	Weight
	DOB (YYYY-MM-DD)
	From



	F/C
	12
	Aldridge, LaMarcus[image: External link]
	6 ft 11 in (2.11 m)
	260 lb (118 kg)
	1985-07-19
	Texas



	F
	1
	Anderson, Kyle[image: External link]
	6 ft 9 in (2.06 m)
	230 lb (104 kg)
	1993-09-20
	UCLA[image: External link]



	C[image: External link]
	30
	Anthony, Joel[image: External link]
	6 ft 9 in (2.06 m)
	245 lb (111 kg)
	1982-08-09
	UNLV



	F
	42
	Bertāns, Dāvis[image: External link]
	6 ft 10 in (2.08 m)
	210 lb (95 kg)
	1992-11-12
	Latvia[image: External link]



	C[image: External link]
	3
	Dedmon, Dewayne[image: External link]
	7 ft 0 in (2.13 m)
	245 lb (111 kg)
	1989-08-12
	Southern California[image: External link]



	G
	11
	Forbes, Bryn[image: External link] (DL)
	6 ft 3 in (1.91 m)
	190 lb (86 kg)
	1993-07-23
	Michigan State



	C[image: External link]
	16
	Gasol, Pau[image: External link]
	7 ft 0 in (2.13 m)
	250 lb (113 kg)
	1980-07-06
	Spain[image: External link]



	G
	20
	Ginóbili, Manu[image: External link] (C)
	6 ft 6 in (1.98 m)
	205 lb (93 kg)
	1977-07-28
	Argentina[image: External link]



	G
	14
	Green, Danny[image: External link]
	6 ft 6 in (1.98 m)
	215 lb (98 kg)
	1987-06-22
	North Carolina



	F/C
	10
	Lee, David
	6 ft 9 in (2.06 m)
	245 lb (111 kg)
	1983-04-29
	Florida[image: External link]



	F
	2
	Leonard, Kawhi[image: External link] (C)
	6 ft 7 in (2.01 m)
	230 lb (104 kg)
	1991-06-29
	San Diego State[image: External link]



	G
	8
	Mills, Patty[image: External link]
	6 ft 0 in (1.83 m)
	185 lb (84 kg)
	1988-08-11
	Saint Mary's[image: External link]



	G
	5
	Murray, Dejounte[image: External link]
	6 ft 5 in (1.96 m)
	170 lb (77 kg)
	1996-09-19
	Washington[image: External link]



	G
	9
	Parker, Tony[image: External link] (C)
	6 ft 2 in (1.88 m)
	185 lb (84 kg)
	1982-05-17
	INSEP (FRA)[image: External link]



	G
	17
	Simmons, Jonathon[image: External link]
	6 ft 6 in (1.98 m)
	195 lb (88 kg)
	1989-09-14
	Houston[image: External link]





	

	Head coach




	Gregg Popovich[image: External link]




	Assistant coach(es)




	James Borrego[image: External link]

	Chip Engelland[image: External link]

	Becky Hammon[image: External link]

	Will Hardy

	Ettore Messina[image: External link]

	Ime Udoka[image: External link]






	Legend





	
(C) Team captain

	
(DP) Unsigned draft pick

	
(FA) Free agent

	
(S) Suspended

	
(DL) On assignment to D-League affiliate

	Injured







Roster[image: External link] • Transactions[image: External link]

Last transaction: 2017-03-03
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 Retained draft rights




The Spurs own the NBA rights to the players listed in the table below. The typical pattern is to allow the player to develop in leagues outside the USA. The player is free to negotiate contracts in other leagues and is not obligated to play in the NBA. Sometimes, a player's overseas contract may have an expensive buyout clause that would discourage the Spurs from seeking to bring him in. The Spurs have had past success in finding foreign talent; some examples of this success include the selections of second rounder Manu Ginóbili[image: External link] (57th overall in 1999[image: External link]) and first rounder Tony Parker[image: External link] (28th overall in 2001[image: External link]), who both went on to become All-Stars.



	Draft
	Round
	Pick
	Player
	Pos.
	Nationality
	Current team
	Note(s)
	Ref



	2015[image: External link]
	1
	26
	Milutinov, NikolaNikola Milutinov[image: External link]
	C
	  Serbia[image: External link]
	Olympiacos[image: External link] ( Greece[image: External link])
	
	[57]



	2015[image: External link]
	2
	42
	Hanlan, OlivierOlivier Hanlan[image: External link]
	G
	  Canada[image: External link]
	Le Mans Sarthe Basket[image: External link] ( France[image: External link])
	Acquired from the Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	[58]



	2015[image: External link]
	2
	55
	Lalanne, CadyCady Lalanne[image: External link]
	C
	  Haiti[image: External link]
	Zhejiang Golden Bulls[image: External link] ( China[image: External link])
	
	[57]



	2014[image: External link]
	2
	54
	Dangubić, NemanjaNemanja Dangubić[image: External link]
	G/F
	  Serbia[image: External link]
	Crvena zvezda Telekom[image: External link] ( Serbia[image: External link])
	Acquired from the Philadelphia 76ers
	[59]



	2011[image: External link]
	2
	59
	Hanga, ÁdámÁdám Hanga[image: External link]
	G/F
	  Hungary[image: External link]
	Saski Baskonia[image: External link] ( Spain[image: External link])
	
	[60]



	2007[image: External link]
	2
	58
	Printezis, GeorgiosGeorgios Printezis[image: External link]
	F
	  Greece[image: External link]
	Olympiacos[image: External link] ( Greece[image: External link])
	Re-acquired from the Atlanta Hawks (via Toronto, Dallas, New York, Portland, and Oklahoma City)
	[61]



	2005[image: External link]
	2
	46
	Lorbek, ErazemErazem Lorbek[image: External link]
	F/C
	  Slovenia[image: External link]
	Free agent[image: External link]
	Acquired from the Indiana Pacers
	[62]



	2004[image: External link]
	2
	42
	Sanikidze, ViktorViktor Sanikidze[image: External link]
	F
	 Georgia
	Aris Thessaloniki[image: External link] ( Greece[image: External link])
	Acquired from the Atlanta Hawks
	[63]



	2004[image: External link]
	2
	58
	Karaulov, SergeiSergei Karaulov[image: External link]
	C
	  Uzbekistan[image: External link]
	TEMP-SUMZ Revda ( Russia[image: External link])
	
	[64]



	2001[image: External link]
	2
	56
	Javtokas, RobertasRobertas Javtokas[image: External link]
	C
	  Lithuania[image: External link]
	Žalgiris Kaunas[image: External link] ( Lithuania[image: External link])
	
	[65]
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 Retired numbers






	San Antonio Spurs retired numbers



	No.
	Player
	Position
	Tenure



	00
	Johnny Moore[image: External link]
	G
	1980–1988

1989–1990



	6
	Avery Johnson[image: External link]
	G
	1991

1992–1993

1994–2001



	12 1
	Bruce Bowen[image: External link]
	F
	2001–2009



	13
	James Silas[image: External link]
	G
	1972–1981



	21
	Tim Duncan[image: External link]
	F/C
	1997–2016



	32
	Sean Elliott[image: External link]
	F
	1989–1993

1994–2001



	44
	George Gervin[image: External link]
	G
	1974–1985



	50
	David Robinson[image: External link]
	C
	1989–2003




Notes:


	
1 On July 9, 2015, the Spurs "unretired" and reissued the number 12 to LaMarcus Aldridge[image: External link] with the blessing of Bruce Bowen[image: External link].[66]
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 Basketball Hall of Famers






	San Antonio Spurs Basketball Hall of Famers



	Players



	No.
	Name
	Position
	Tenure
	Inducted



	34
	Cliff Hagan[image: External link] 1
	F[image: External link]/ G[image: External link]
	1967–1969
	1978



	44
	George Gervin[image: External link] 2
	G[image: External link]/ F[image: External link]
	1974–1985
	1996



	2
	Moses Malone[image: External link]
	C[image: External link]/ F[image: External link]
	1994–1995
	2001



	21
	Dominique Wilkins[image: External link]
	F[image: External link]
	1996–1997
	2006



	50
	David Robinson[image: External link] 3
	C[image: External link]
	1989–2003
	2009



	53
	Artis Gilmore[image: External link]
	C[image: External link]
	1982–1987
	2011



	10
	Dennis Rodman[image: External link]
	F[image: External link]
	1993–1995
	2011



	10
	Louie Dampier[image: External link]
	G[image: External link]
	1976–1979
	2015



	Coaches



	No.
	Name
	Position
	Tenure
	Inducted



	—
	Larry Brown[image: External link]
	Coach
	1988–1992
	2002



	—
	Jerry Tarkanian[image: External link]
	Coach
	1992
	2013





	Notes:




	
1 Played and coached (1967–1970) for the team when they were known as Dallas Chaparrals[image: External link] (ABA).

	
2 Started playing for the team during its time in ABA.

	
3 In total, Robinson was inducted into the Hall of Fame twice – as player and as a member of the 1992 Olympic team[image: External link].
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 FIBA Hall of Famers






	San Antonio Spurs Hall of Famers



	Players



	No.
	Name
	Position
	Tenure
	Inducted



	50
	David Robinson[image: External link]
	C[image: External link]
	1989–2003
	2013



	10
	Andrew Gaze[image: External link]
	G
	1999
	2013
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 Franchise leaders




Bold denotes still active with team. "Name*" includes points scored for the team while in the ABA. Italics denotes still active but not with team.

Points scored (regular season) (as of the end of the 2015–16 season)[67]




	1. Tim Duncan[image: External link] (26,496)

	2. George Gervin[image: External link]* (23,602)

	3. David Robinson[image: External link] (20,790)

	4. Tony Parker[image: External link] (17,884)

	5. Manu Ginobili[image: External link] (12,950)

	6. James Silas[image: External link]* (10,290)







	7. Mike Mitchell[image: External link] (9,799)

	8. Sean Elliott[image: External link] (9,659)

	9. Larry Kenon[image: External link]* (8,428)

	10. Avery Johnson[image: External link] (6,486)

	11. Rich Jones[image: External link]* (6,466)

	12. Alvin Robertson[image: External link] (6,285)







	13. Artis Gilmore[image: External link] (6,127)

	14. John Beasley[image: External link]* (5,983)

	15. Willie Anderson[image: External link] (5,946)

	16. Mark Olberding[image: External link]* (5,626)

	17. Billy Paultz[image: External link]* (5,297)

	18. Terry Cummings (5,181)







	19. Johnny Moore[image: External link] (4,890)

	20. Vinny Del Negro[image: External link] (4,844)

	21. Kawhi Leonard[image: External link] (4,620)

	22. Cincinnatus Powell[image: External link]* (4,392)

	23. Bruce Bowen[image: External link] (4,061)

	24. Donnie Freeman[image: External link]* (3,920)







	25. Coby Dietrick[image: External link]* (3,857)

	26. Glen Combs[image: External link]* (3,839)

	27. Malik Rose[image: External link] (3,815)

	28. Gene Banks[image: External link] (3,800)

	29. Joe Hamilton[image: External link]* (3,781)

	30. Danny Green[image: External link] (3,618)









Other Statistics (regular season) (as of the end of the 2015–16 season)[67]














	Most Minutes Played



	Player
	Minutes



	Tim Duncan[image: External link]
	47,368



	Tony Parker[image: External link]
	34,618



	David Robinson[image: External link]
	34,271



	
George Gervin[image: External link]*
	31,115



	Manu Ginobili[image: External link]
	24,269









	Most Rebounds



	Player
	Rebounds



	Tim Duncan[image: External link]
	15,091



	David Robinson[image: External link]
	10,497



	
George Gervin[image: External link]*
	4,841



	
Larry Kenon[image: External link]*
	4,114



	
John Beasley[image: External link]*
	3,673









	Most Assists



	Player
	Assists



	Tony Parker[image: External link]
	6,349



	Avery Johnson[image: External link]
	4,474



	Tim Duncan[image: External link]
	4,225



	Johnny Moore[image: External link]
	3,865



	Manu Ginobili[image: External link]
	3,655









	Most Steals



	Player
	Steals



	David Robinson[image: External link]
	1,388



	Manu Ginobili[image: External link]
	1,267



	
George Gervin[image: External link]*
	1,159



	Alvin Robertson[image: External link]
	1,128



	Tim Duncan[image: External link]
	1,025









	Most Blocks



	Player
	Blocks



	Tim Duncan[image: External link]
	3,020



	David Robinson[image: External link]
	2,954



	
George Gervin[image: External link]*
	938



	
Billy Paultz[image: External link]*
	796



	Artis Gilmore[image: External link]
	700
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 NBA Individual awards






NBA Most Valuable Player[image: External link]


	
David Robinson[image: External link] – 1995

	
Tim Duncan[image: External link] – 2002, 2003



NBA Finals MVP[image: External link]


	
Tim Duncan[image: External link] – 1999, 2003, 2005

	
Tony Parker[image: External link] – 2007

	
Kawhi Leonard[image: External link] – 2014



NBA Rookie of the Year


	
David Robinson[image: External link] – 1990

	
Tim Duncan[image: External link] – 1998



NBA Defensive Player of the Year[image: External link]


	
Alvin Robertson[image: External link] – 1986

	
David Robinson[image: External link] – 1992

	
Kawhi Leonard[image: External link] – 2015, 2016



NBA Sixth Man of the Year[image: External link]


	
Manu Ginóbili[image: External link] – 2008



NBA Most Improved Player Award


	
Alvin Robertson[image: External link] – 1986



NBA Coach of the Year


	
Gregg Popovich[image: External link] – 2003, 2012, 2014



NBA Executive of the Year


	
Angelo Drossos[image: External link] – 1978

	
Bob Bass[image: External link] – 1990

	
R.C. Buford[image: External link] – 2014, 2016



NBA Sportsmanship Award


	
Avery Johnson[image: External link] – 1998

	
David Robinson[image: External link] – 2001

	
Steve Smith[image: External link] – 2002



J. Walter Kennedy Citizenship Award[image: External link]


	
David Robinson[image: External link] – 2003



Twyman–Stokes Teammate of the Year Award[image: External link]


	
Tim Duncan[image: External link] – 2015



NBA scoring champion[image: External link]


	
George Gervin[image: External link] – 1979, 1980, 1982

	
David Robinson[image: External link] – 1994






NBA rebounding leader[image: External link]


	
David Robinson[image: External link] – 1991

	
Dennis Rodman[image: External link] – 1994, 1995



NBA assists leader[image: External link]


	
Johnny Moore[image: External link] – 1982



NBA blocks leader[image: External link]


	
George T. Johnson[image: External link] – 1981, 1982

	
David Robinson[image: External link] – 1992



NBA steals leader[image: External link]


	
Alvin Robertson[image: External link] – 1986, 1987

	
Kawhi Leonard[image: External link] – 2015



All-NBA First Team


	
George Gervin[image: External link] – 1978–1982

	
David Robinson[image: External link] – 1991, 1992, 1995, 1996

	
Tim Duncan[image: External link] – 1998–2005, 2007, 2013

	
Kawhi Leonard[image: External link] – 2016



All-NBA Second Team


	
George Gervin[image: External link] – 1977, 1983

	
Alvin Robertson[image: External link] – 1986

	
David Robinson[image: External link] – 1994, 1998

	
Tim Duncan[image: External link] – 2006, 2008, 2009

	
Tony Parker[image: External link] – 2012–2014



All-NBA Third Team


	
David Robinson[image: External link] – 1990, 1993, 2000, 2001

	
Dennis Rodman[image: External link] – 1995

	
Tim Duncan[image: External link] – 2010, 2015

	
Manu Ginóbili[image: External link] – 2008, 2011

	
Tony Parker[image: External link] – 2009

	
LaMarcus Aldridge[image: External link] – 2016






NBA All-Defensive First Team


	
Alvin Robertson[image: External link] – 1987

	
David Robinson[image: External link] – 1991, 1992, 1995, 1996

	
Dennis Rodman[image: External link]  – 1995

	
Tim Duncan[image: External link] – 1999–2003, 2005, 2007, 2008

	
Bruce Bowen[image: External link] – 2004–2008

	
Kawhi Leonard[image: External link] - 2015, 2016



NBA All-Defensive Second Team


	
Alvin Robertson[image: External link] – 1986, 1988, 1989

	
David Robinson[image: External link] – 1990, 1993, 1994, 1998

	
Dennis Rodman[image: External link] – 1994

	
Tim Duncan[image: External link] – 1998, 2004, 2006, 2009, 2010, 2013, 2015

	
Bruce Bowen[image: External link] – 2002, 2003

	
Kawhi Leonard[image: External link] – 2014



NBA All-Rookie First Team


	
Greg Anderson[image: External link] – 1988

	
Willie Anderson[image: External link] – 1989

	
David Robinson[image: External link] – 1990

	
Tim Duncan[image: External link] – 1998

	
Tony Parker[image: External link] – 2002

	
Gary Neal[image: External link] – 2011

	
Kawhi Leonard[image: External link] – 2012



NBA All-Rookie Second Team


	
Sean Elliott[image: External link] – 1990

	
Manu Ginobili[image: External link] – 2003

	
DeJuan Blair[image: External link] – 2010
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 ABA Individual awards






ABA Rookie of the Year Award[image: External link]


	
Swen Nater[image: External link] – 1974



ABA Coach of the Year Award[image: External link]


	
Tom Nissalke[image: External link] – 1972



ABA Executive of the Year award[image: External link]


	
Jack Ankerson[image: External link] – 1974



ABA All-Star Game Most Valuable Player Award[image: External link]


	
John Beasley[image: External link] – 1969



All-ABA First Team[image: External link]


	
Donnie Freeman[image: External link] – 1972

	
James Silas[image: External link] – 1976






All-ABA Second Team[image: External link]


	
John Beasley[image: External link] – 1968, 1969

	
Cincinnatus Powell[image: External link] – 1968

	
Donnie Freeman[image: External link] – 1971

	
Swen Nater[image: External link] – 1974, 1975

	
George Gervin[image: External link] – 1975, 1976

	
James Silas[image: External link] – 1975



ABA All-Rookie Team[image: External link]


	
Ron Boone[image: External link] - 1969

	
Joe Hamilton[image: External link] - 1971

	
James Silas[image: External link] - 1973

	
Swen Nater[image: External link] - 1974

	
Mark Olberding[image: External link] - 1976
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 NBA All-Star Weekend






NBA All-Star selections


	
John Beasley[image: External link] – 1968–1970

	
Cliff Hagan[image: External link] – 1968

	
Glen Combs[image: External link] – 1970

	
Cincinnatus Powell[image: External link] – 1970

	
Donnie Freeman[image: External link] – 1971, 1972

	
Steve Jones[image: External link] – 1972

	
Rich Jones[image: External link] – 1973, 1974

	
Swen Nater[image: External link] – 1974, 1975

	
George Gervin[image: External link] – 1975–1985

	
James Silas[image: External link] – 1975, 1976

	
Larry Kenon[image: External link] – 1976, 1978, 1979

	
Billy Paultz[image: External link] – 1976

	
Artis Gilmore[image: External link] – 1983, 1986

	
Alvin Robertson[image: External link] – 1986–1988

	
David Robinson[image: External link] – 1990–1996, 1998, 2000, 2001

	
Sean Elliott[image: External link] – 1993, 1996

	
Tim Duncan[image: External link] – 1998, 2000–2011, 2013, 2015

	
Manu Ginóbili[image: External link] – 2005, 2011

	
Tony Parker[image: External link] – 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012–2014

	
LaMarcus Aldridge[image: External link] – 2016

	
Kawhi Leonard[image: External link] – 2016, 2017






NBA All-Star Game head coaches


	
Gregg Popovich[image: External link] – 2005, 2011, 2013, 2016



NBA All-Star Game Most Valuable Player Award


	
George Gervin[image: External link] – 1980

	
Tim Duncan[image: External link] – 2000
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	Years active
	Name
	Record (W–L)
	Winning percentage
	Playoff record

(W–L)
	Playoff percentage
	Playoff appearances
	Division titles
	Conference titles
	NBA championships



	19961–present
	Gregg Popovich[image: External link]
	1089–485
	.692
	152–94
	.618
	19
	13
	6
	5



	1994–961
	Bob Hill[image: External link]
	124–58
	.681
	14–11
	.560
	2
	2
	0
	0



	19922–94
	John Lucas[image: External link]
	94–49
	.657
	6–8
	.429
	2
	0
	0
	0



	19922
	Jerry Tarkanian[image: External link]
	9–11
	.450
	—
	—
	0
	0
	0
	0



	19923
	Bob Bass[image: External link]
	26–18
	.591
	0–3
	.000
	1
	0
	0
	0



	1988–923
	Larry Brown[image: External link]
	153–131
	.539
	7–7
	.500
	2
	2
	0
	0



	1986–88
	Bob Weiss[image: External link]
	59–105
	.360
	0–3
	.000
	1
	0
	0
	0



	1984–86
	Cotton Fitzsimmons[image: External link]
	76–88
	.463
	2–6
	.250
	2
	0
	0
	0



	19834–84
	Bob Bass[image: External link]
	26–25
	.510
	—
	—
	0
	0
	0
	0



	19834
	Morris McHone[image: External link]
	11–20
	.355
	—
	—
	0
	0
	0
	0



	1980–83
	Stan Albeck[image: External link]
	153–93
	.622
	13–14
	.481
	3
	3
	0
	0



	19805
	Bob Bass[image: External link]
	8–8
	.500
	1–2
	.333
	1
	0
	0
	0



	1976–805
	Doug Moe[image: External link]
	177–135
	.567
	9–13
	.409
	3
	2
	0
	0




1During the 1996–97 season, Bob Hill coached 18 regular season games. Hill was fired on December 10, 1996, and Gregg Popovich coached the remaining 64 regular season games.

2During the 1992–93 season, Jerry Tarkanian coached 20 regular season games. Tarkanian was fired on December 18, 1992. Rex Hughes[image: External link] then coached one regular season game, and John Lucas coached the remaining 61 regular season games as well as the playoffs.

3During the 1991–92 season, Larry Brown coached 38 regular season games. Brown was fired on January 21, 1992, and Bob Bass coached the remaining 44 regular season games as well as the playoffs.

4During the 1983–84 season, Morris McHone coached 31 regular season games. McHone was fired on December 28, 1983, and Bob Bass coached the remaining 51 regular season games.

5During the 1979–80 season, Doug Moe coached 66 regular season games. Moe was fired on March 1, 1980, and Bob Bass coached the remaining 16 regular season games as well as the playoffs.
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Stephen Curry





Wardell Stephen Curry II (born March 14, 1988) is an American professional basketball[image: External link] player for the Golden State Warriors of the National Basketball Association (NBA). Many players and analysts have called him the greatest shooter[image: External link] in NBA history.[1] In 2014–15[image: External link], Curry won the NBA Most Valuable Player Award and led the Warriors to their first championship since 1975. The following season, he became the first player in NBA history to be elected MVP by a unanimous vote and to lead the league in scoring while shooting above 50–40–90[image: External link]. That same year, the Warriors broke the record for the most wins in an NBA season.

Curry is the son of former NBA player Dell Curry[image: External link] and older brother of current NBA player Seth Curry[image: External link]. He played college basketball[image: External link] for Davidson[image: External link]. There, he was twice named Southern Conference[image: External link] Player of the Year and set the all-time scoring record for both Davidson and the Southern Conference. During his sophomore year, he also set the single-season NCAA[image: External link] record for three-pointers made.

During the 2012–13 season[image: External link], Curry set the NBA record for three-pointers[image: External link] made in a regular season with 272. He surpassed that record in 2015[image: External link] with 286, and again in 2016[image: External link] with 402. During the 2013–14 season[image: External link], he and teammate Klay Thompson were nicknamed the "Splash Brothers" en route to setting the NBA record for combined three-pointers in a season with 484, a record they broke the following season (525) and again in the 2015–16 season (678).
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 Early life




The son of Sonya (Adams) and Dell Curry[image: External link], Stephen Curry was born in Akron, Ohio[image: External link], while his father was a member of the Cleveland Cavaliers.[2][3] He grew up in Charlotte, North Carolina[image: External link], where his father spent most of his NBA career with the Charlotte Hornets.[4] Dell often took Curry and his younger brother, Seth[image: External link], to his games, where they would shoot around with the Hornets during warm-ups.[5] The family briefly relocated to Toronto, Ontario[image: External link], where Dell finished out his career as a member of the Toronto Raptors.[4] During this time, Curry played for the Queensway Christian College boys' basketball team, leading them to an undefeated season.[6][7] He was also a member of Toronto 5–0, a club team that plays across Ontario,[8][9] pitting him against fellow future NBA players Cory Joseph[image: External link] and Kelly Olynyk[image: External link].[9] Curry led the team to a 33–4 record, en route to winning the provincial championship.[10]

After Dell's retirement, the family moved back to Charlotte and Curry enrolled at Charlotte Christian School[image: External link], where he was named all-conference, all-state, and led his team to three conference titles and three state playoff appearances. Because of his father's storied career at Virginia Tech[image: External link], Curry wanted to play college basketball[image: External link] for the Hokies, but was only offered a walk-on[image: External link] spot due in part to his slender 160-pound frame.[11] He ultimately chose to attend Davidson College[image: External link], who had been aggressively recruiting him from the tenth grade.[12]



	Name
	Hometown
	High school / college
	Height
	Weight
	Commit date



	Stephen Curry

PG[image: External link]
	Charlotte, North Carolina[image: External link]
	Charlotte Christian[image: External link]
	6 ft 2 in (1.88 m)
	163 lb (74 kg)
	Sep 18, 2005 



	Overall recruiting rankings: Scout: 36 (PG)



	

	Note: In many cases, Scout, Rivals, 247Sports, and ESPN may conflict in their listings of height and weight.

	In these cases, the average was taken. ESPN grades are on a 100-point scale.



Sources:


	"2006 Davidson Basketball Commitment List"[image: External link]. Rivals.com. Retrieved August 21, 2013.

	"2006 Davidson College Basketball Team Recruiting Prospects"[image: External link]. Scout.com. Archived from the original[image: External link] on August 21, 2013. Retrieved August 21, 2013.

	"Scout.com Team Recruiting Rankings"[image: External link]. Scout.com. Retrieved August 21, 2013.

	"2006 Team Ranking"[image: External link]. Rivals.com. Retrieved August 21, 2013.
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 College career
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 Freshman season




Before Curry even played one college game, head coach Bob McKillop[image: External link] said at a Davidson alumni event, "Wait 'til you see Steph Curry. He is something special."[13] In his first collegiate game, against Eastern Michigan[image: External link], Curry finished with 15 points but committed 13 turnovers. In the next game, against Michigan[image: External link], he scored 32 points, dished out 4 assists, and grabbed 9 rebounds. Curry finished the season leading the Southern Conference[image: External link] in scoring with 21.5 points per game. He was second in the nation among freshmen in scoring, behind only Kevin Durant of Texas[image: External link]. Curry's scoring ability helped the Wildcats to a 29–5 overall record and a Southern Conference regular season title. On March 2, 2007, in the Southern Conference tournament[image: External link] semi-finals[image: External link] against Furman[image: External link], Curry made his 113th three-pointer of the year, breaking Keydren Clark[image: External link]'s NCAA freshman season record for 3-point field goals.[14]

Curry eclipsed the school freshman scoring record with his 502nd point against Chattanooga[image: External link] on February 6, 2007.[15] On March 15, 2007, Davidson marched into the NCAA tournament as a 13 seed set to play Maryland[image: External link]; despite Curry's game-high 30 points, Davidson lost 82–70.[16] At the end of his freshman[image: External link] season, Curry was named Southern Conference Freshman of the Year, SoCon Tournament MVP, and selected to the SoCon All-tournament team, All-freshman team, and first team All-SoCon. He was also honorable mention in Sports Illustrated[image: External link]'s All-Mid-Major. After the season ended, he was selected for the USA team to appear at the 2007 FIBA U19 World Championships in which he averaged 9.4 points, 3.8 rebounds, and 2.2 assists in 19.4 minutes, helping team USA to a silver medal finish.
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 Sophomore season




In his sophomore season in 2007–08[image: External link], Curry had grown to his adult height of 6 ft 3 in (1.91 m) and again led the Southern Conference[image: External link] in scoring, averaging 25.5 points per game while adding 4.7 rebounds per game and 2.8 assists per game. He led the Wildcats to a 26–6 regular season record, and a 20–0 conference record. As a result, Davidson earned its third straight NCAA Tournament[image: External link] bid.

On March 21, 2008, Davidson matched up with seventh-seeded Gonzaga[image: External link]. Gonzaga led by 11 points early in the second half but Curry went on to score 30 points in the half[17] to push Davidson to their first NCAA Tournament win since 1969, 82–76. Curry ended the game with 40 points while also going 8-for-10 from 3-point range.[18] On March 23, Davidson played second seeded Georgetown[image: External link] in the second round of the NCAA Tournament. Georgetown, ranked eighth nationally, entered the game as a heavy favorite after an appearance in the Final Four[image: External link] in 2007. Curry managed just five points in the first half of the game as Davidson trailed by as many as 17 points, but his 25 second-half points led Davidson to a 74–70 comeback victory.[17]

On March 28, 2008, Curry led Davidson to another win, against third-seeded Wisconsin[image: External link]. Curry scored 33 points as Davidson won 73–56 to advance to the Elite 8[image: External link].[19] Curry joined Clyde Lovellette[image: External link], Jerry Chambers[image: External link], and Glenn Robinson[image: External link] as the only college players to score over 30 points in their first four career NCAA tournament games.[19] Curry also tied Darrin Fitzgerald[image: External link] of Butler[image: External link] for the single-season record for most three-pointers with 158.[20][21] On March 30, 2008, he set the record, against the top-seeded Kansas Jayhawks[image: External link], with his 159th three-pointer of the season. Curry scored 25 points in the game but Davidson lost 57–59, and the Jayhawks went on to win the championship.[22]

Curry finished the season averaging 25.9 points, 2.9 assists, and 2.1 steals per game. He was named to the Associated Press[image: External link]' All-America[image: External link] Second Team on March 31, 2008.[23] He also was named the Most Outstanding Player of the Midwest Region of the 2008 NCAA Men's Division I Basketball Championship Tournament, becoming the first player from a team not making the Final Four[image: External link] to do so since Juwan Howard[image: External link] of Michigan[image: External link] in 1994.[24] Curry was nominated for an ESPY in the Breakthrough Player of the Year category.[25]
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 Junior season




After Davidson's loss in the NCAA Regional Finals against Kansas[image: External link], Curry announced that he would return for his junior year.[20] Curry stated he wanted to develop as a point guard as that would be his most likely position in the NBA. On November 18, 2008, Curry scored a career-high 44 points in Davidson's 82–78 loss to Oklahoma[image: External link].[26] He extended a career-long streak by scoring at least 25 points for the seventh straight game.[26] On November 21, Curry registered a career-high 13 assists, to go along with 30 points, in Davidson's 97–70 win over Winthrop[image: External link].[27] On November 25, against Loyola, he was held scoreless as Loyola constantly double-teamed Curry. It was Curry's only scoreless collegiate game and just his second without double-digit points. He finished 0-for-3 from the field as Davidson won the game 78–48.[28] In Davidson's next game (11 days later), Curry matched his career-high of 44 in a 72–67 win over North Carolina State[image: External link].

Curry surpassed the 2000-point mark for his career on January 3, 2009, as he scored 21 points against Samford[image: External link].[29] On February 14, 2009, Curry rolled his ankle in the second half of a win over Furman. The injury caused Curry to miss the February 18 game against The Citadel[image: External link], the first and only game he missed in his college career.[30] On February 28, 2009, Curry became Davidson's all-time leading scorer with 34 points in a 99–56 win against Georgia Southern[image: External link]. That gave Curry 2,488 points for his career, surpassing previous school leader John Gerdy.[31] Davidson won the 2008–09 Southern Conference regular season championship for the south division, finishing 18–2 in the conference.[32][33]

In the 2009 Southern Conference Tournament[image: External link], Davidson played Appalachian State[image: External link] in the quarterfinals and won 84–68. Curry scored 43 points, which is the third most points in Southern Conference tournament history.[34] In the semifinals, against the College of Charleston[image: External link], Curry had 20 points but Davidson lost 52–59. Despite lobbying from Davidson head coach Bob McKillop[image: External link] and Charleston coach Bobby Cremins[image: External link],[35] the Wildcats failed to get an NCAA tournament bid. Instead, they received the sixth seed in the 2009 NIT[image: External link]. Davidson played the third seed, South Carolina[image: External link], on the road in the first round. Curry scored 32 points as the Wildcats beat the Gamecocks 70–63.[36][37] Davidson then fell 68–80 to the Saint Mary's Gaels[image: External link] in the second round. Curry registered 26 points, 9 rebounds, and 5 assists in what was his final game for the Wildcats.[38]

He finished his final season at Davidson averaging 28.6 points, 5.6 assists, and 2.5 steals. He was the NCAA scoring leader[image: External link] and was named a consensus first team All-American.[39] Although he opted out of his senior year at Davidson, Curry stated that he still planned to earn his degree.[40]
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 College statistics






	Regular Season Averages



	Season
	Team
	G
	PTS
	REB
	AST
	STL
	BLK
	FG%
	3P%
	FT%
	MIN
	TO



	2006–07[image: External link]
	Davidson Wildcats[image: External link]
	34
	21.5
	4.6
	2.8
	1.8
	0.2
	.463
	.408
	.855
	30.9
	2.8



	2007–08[image: External link]
	Davidson Wildcats[image: External link]
	36
	25.9
	4.6
	2.9
	2.1
	0.4
	.483
	.439
	.894
	33.1
	2.6



	2008–09[image: External link]
	Davidson Wildcats[image: External link]
	34
	28.6
	4.4
	5.6
	2.5
	0.2
	.454
	.387
	.876
	33.7
	3.7



	Career
	104
	25.3
	4.5
	3.7
	2.1
	0.3
	.467
	.412
	.876
	32.6
	3.0
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 Professional career





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Golden State Warriors (2009–present)
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 Early seasons (2009–11)




Curry was selected with the seventh overall pick in the 2009 NBA draft[image: External link] by the Golden State Warriors.[41] His rookie contract was worth $12.7 million over four years.[42] In his first career game, he scored 14 points and distributed 7 assists.[43] With final season[image: External link] averages of 17.5 points, 5.9 assists, and 1.9 steals per game,[41] he finished second in NBA Rookie of the Year[image: External link] voting to Tyreke Evans[image: External link], and was named to the NBA All-Rookie First Team.[44]

At the 2011 NBA All-Star Weekend[image: External link], Curry won the NBA All-Star Weekend Skills Challenge[image: External link].[45] He finished the season[image: External link] with averages of 18.6 points, 5.8 assists, and 1.5 steals per game and shot a franchise- and league-best 93.4 percent from the free throw line.[41][46] He was also the recipient of the NBA Sportsmanship Award.[47]
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 Injury-riddled year (2011–12)




In May 2011, Curry had surgery on his right ankle to repair torn ligaments that were caused by multiple sprains from the season before.[50] The ankle healed in time for the start of the 2011–12 campaign[image: External link], but he sprained it again during the preseason and on January 4 in a game against the San Antonio Spurs[image: External link].[51][52][53] On February 22, he strained a tendon in his right foot in a game against the Phoenix Suns[image: External link].[54] In April, he had another surgery.[55] In total, Curry appeared in only 26 regular season games and his scoring average dipped to 14.7 points per game.[41]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Getting back on track (2012–14)




Prior to the start of the 2012–13 season[image: External link], Curry agreed to a four-year, $44 million rookie scale contract extension with the Warriors.[56] At the time, many basketball writers considered the move risky for Golden State because of Curry's injury history.[57] Over the course of the year, Curry and backcourt teammate Klay Thompson gained a reputation for their perimeter scoring, earning them the nickname "The Splash Brothers".[58] On February 27, Curry scored a career-high 54 points in a game against the New York Knicks[image: External link], setting a franchise record for three-pointers made in a game with 11 and falling just one shy of tying the NBA record.[59][60] In the final game of the season, he set a new league record for three-pointers made in a single season.[61] His final averages were 22.9 points and 6.9 assists per game.[41] The Warriors finished the year with 47 wins, earning them the sixth seed in the Western Conference and a matchup with the Denver Nuggets[image: External link] in the first round of the playoffs[image: External link].[62] Golden State defeated the Nuggets in six games to advance to the second round, where Curry scored 44 points in a Game 1 loss to the Spurs[image: External link].[63] The Warriors eventually lost the series in six games.[64]

In December of the 2013–14 season[image: External link], Curry eclipsed Jason Richardson as the franchise's leader in career three-pointers.[65] In February, he made his first All-Star appearance, starting for the West.[66] Behind averages of 24 points and 8.5 assists per game, he was selected to his first All-NBA Team.[41] Seeded sixth for the second consecutive year, the Warriors drew the Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link] to begin the postseason[image: External link].[67] In Game 4, Curry scored 33 points, including a then playoff career-high seven three-pointers, in a winning effort.[68] Golden State went on to lose the series in seven games.[67]
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 NBA championship and MVP (2014–15)




Prior to the start of the 2014–15 season[image: External link], the Warriors hired former NBA player and general manager Steve Kerr as their new head coach.[70] Kerr implemented significant changes to Golden State's schemes, including playing at a faster pace and giving Curry more freedom to shoot, helping the team evolve into a title contender.[71] On February 4, Curry scored a season-high 51 points in a win over the Dallas Mavericks[image: External link].[72] He was the leading vote-getter for the All-Star Game and won the Three-Point Contest on All-Star Saturday night.[73][74] On April 9, he broke his own league record for three-pointers made in a season during a game against the Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link].[75] The Warriors finished the year with 67 wins and Curry was voted the NBA Most Valuable Player after posting averages of 23.8 points, 7.7 assists and 2 steals per game.[41] Over the course of the season, he sat out 17 fourth quarters due to Golden State's wide margins of victory.[76]

In Game 5 of the Conference Semifinals against the Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link], Curry became the first player in league history to register six three-pointers and six steals in a game.[77] In Game 6, he made a playoff career-high eight three-pointers en route to a series-clinching victory.[78] In Game 3 of the Conference Finals against the Houston Rockets[image: External link], he broke the NBA record for most three-pointers made in a single postseason.[79][80] The Warriors went on to defeat the Rockets to earn a Finals matchup with the Cleveland Cavaliers, where Curry struggled to start the series, converting on only 22 percent of his field goals in Game 2.[81] In Game 5, he scored 37 points,[82] and in Game 6, Golden State closed out the series to win their first championship in 40 years.[83] For the Finals, Curry averaged 26 points and 6.3 assists per game.[82]
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 Unanimous MVP (2015–16)




On October 27, 2015, Curry scored 40 points (including a career-high 24 points in the first quarter) in the Warriors' season opening win over the New Orleans Pelicans, the most points scored by a reigning MVP in an opener since 1972 when Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link] scored 41 for the Milwaukee Bucks.[84] In addition, Curry started his seventh straight season opener, joining Jeff Mullins[image: External link], and Chris Mullin as the only Warriors' players since 1962 to do so.[84] Two games later on October 31, also against the Pelicans, Curry scored 53 points on 17-of-27 shooting to lead the Warriors to a 134–120 win. Curry became the first player since Michael Jordan in 1989–90 to score 118 points in the first three games of a season.[85] On November 24, he scored 24 points in a win over the Los Angeles Lakers, as the Warriors set the record for best start in NBA history at 16–0.[86] The Warriors improved to 24–0 on December 11 with a double overtime win over the Boston Celtics, before finally having their streak broken the following day against the Milwaukee Bucks.[87]

On December 28, Curry recorded his sixth career triple-double with 23 points, a career-high 14 rebounds and 10 assists in a 122–103 win over the Sacramento Kings. During the game against the Kings, Curry was guarded by his brother Seth[image: External link] for the first time in their NBA careers.[88] On January 22, he recorded his second triple-double of the season and seventh of his career with 39 points, 12 assists and 10 rebounds in a 122–110 win over the Indiana Pacers. He made eight three-pointers in the game to reach 200 for the season, becoming the first player in NBA history to make 200 three-pointers in four straight seasons.[89] On February 3, he made 11 three-pointers (including seven in the first quarter) and scored 51 points (including a career-high 36 points in the first half) to lead the Warriors past the Washington Wizards 134–121. His 51 points tied Gilbert Arenas and Michael Jordan for the Verizon Center[image: External link] record.[90] During the 2016 NBA All-Star Weekend, Curry competed in his third straight All-Star game for the West, and competed in the Three-Point Shootout, where he lost in the final round to teammate Klay Thompson. At 48–4, the Warriors entered the All-Star break with the best record through 52 games in NBA history, one win better than the 1995–96 Chicago Bulls[image: External link] and 1966–67 Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link].[91]

On February 25, Curry made 10 three-pointers and scored 51 points to lead the Warriors past the Orlando Magic 130–114. Curry topped 50 points for the third time in 2015–16, the first player to do it that many times since LeBron James and Dwyane Wade[image: External link] did so in 2008–09. Curry also surpassed Kyle Korver's mark of 127 straight games with a three-pointer.[92] In the following game two days later, the Warriors defeated the Oklahoma City Thunder in overtime thanks to a Curry three-pointer with 0.6 seconds remaining. Curry finished with 46 points as his winning shot was his 12th three-pointer, tying the NBA single-game record (with Kobe Bryant and Donyell Marshall).[93] He also broke his own NBA record for threes in a season, leaving the new mark at 288.[94] On March 7, in a win over the Orlando Magic, Curry scored 41 points and became the first player in NBA history to make 300 three-pointers in a season.[95] On April 1, Curry missed a three-pointer to tie the game against the Boston Celtics with 5.3 seconds left, as the Warriors suffered their first home defeat since January 27, 2015, losing 109–106 to the Celtics to snap an NBA-record 54-game winning streak in the regular season at Oracle Arena.[96] On April 7, Curry scored 27 points to help the Warriors become the second team in NBA history to win 70 games in a season with a 112–101 win over the San Antonio Spurs.[97] In the Warriors' regular season finale on April 13 against the Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link], Curry achieved another shooting milestone, becoming the first player to make 400 three-pointers in a season by knocking down 10 from long range on his way to 46 points and 402 total three-pointers. With a 125–104 win over the Grizzlies, the Warriors became the first 73-win team in NBA history, surpassing the 1995–96 Chicago Bulls[image: External link]' 72–10 record to finish the 2015–16 season with just nine losses.[98] With the conclusion of the regular season, Curry became the seventh player in NBA history to join the 50–40–90 club[image: External link], representing the shooting percentages from the field (.504), beyond the arc (.454), and the free-throw line (.908).[99]

As the No. 1 seed in the Western Conference, the Warriors faced the eighth-seeded Rockets in the first round of the playoffs. In a Game 1 win, Curry scored 24 first-half points before an ankle injury ruled him out for the rest of the game.[100] He subsequently missed Games 2 and 3 of the series, which the Warriors split for a 2–1 lead.[101] Curry returned in Game 4, but sprained his right knee on the final play of the second quarter. He did not play in the second half, but the Warriors won 121–94.[102] He was diagnosed with a sprained right medial collateral ligament[image: External link] (MCL) and was ruled out for two weeks.[103] Without Curry, the Warriors defeated the Rockets in Game 5 to move on to the second round, where they faced the Portland Trail Blazers. Curry missed the first three games of the series, as the Warriors led 2–1 after Game 3. Curry returned to action in Game 4, coming off the bench to record 40 points, 9 rebounds and 8 assists in a 132–125 overtime win.[104] Seventeen of those points came in the extra period, an NBA record for points scored by an individual in overtime.[105] A day after returning from injury, Curry was named the league's first ever unanimous MVP, becoming the 11th player in NBA history to win the award in consecutive seasons and the first guard to do so since Steve Nash in 2004–05 and 2005–06.[106] Curry led the Warriors to a 4–1 victory over the Trail Blazers, as they moved on to the Western Conference Finals to face the Oklahoma City Thunder. After going down 3–1, he helped the Warriors rally to win the series 4–3 and advance to their second straight NBA Finals.[107] In the Finals, Curry's play relative to his regular season performance remained inconsistent, as it had been since he returned from injury against Portland.[108] Still, he broke Danny Green[image: External link]'s record of 27 three-pointers made in a Finals.[109] However, the Warriors, despite being up 3–1 in the series, were defeated by the Cleveland Cavaliers in seven games and became the first team in NBA Finals history to lose a series after leading 3–1. In the Game 7 loss, Curry scored 17 points on 6-of-19 shooting.[110]
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 2016–17 season




After dropping their season opener at home to the San Antonio Spurs on October 25, the Warriors levelled their record at 1–1 with a 122–114 win over the New Orleans Pelicans three days later. Curry hit four three-pointers against the Pelicans to reach 1,600 for his career, becoming the 19th player to do so, as well as the fastest to reach the mark.[111] On November 4, 2016, Curry's NBA-record streak of 157 straight games with at least one made three-pointer was snapped during the Warriors' 117–97 loss to the Los Angeles Lakers after he went 0-of-10 from three-point range. He had hit a three-pointer in every regular-season game since November 11, 2014.[112] Three days later, he hit 13 three-pointers against New Orleans, setting an NBA record for most three-pointers made in a regular-season game. Curry shot 16-of-26 overall against the Pelicans for his first 40-point game of the season, finishing with 46 in a 116–106 win.[113] On December 11, Curry hit two three-pointers against the Minnesota Timberwolves to pass Steve Nash for 17th on the NBA's career three-pointers list.[114] With 14 points against the Dallas Mavericks on December 30, Curry (11,903) passed Purvis Short (11,894) for seventh place on the Warriors' all-time scoring list.[115] In a loss to the Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link] on January 6, 2017, Curry had his second 40-point game of the season and reached the 12,000-point threshold, becoming the seventh player in Warriors history to score 12,000 career points.[116] Three days later, Curry was named Western Conference Player of the Week for games played Monday, January 2 through Sunday, January 8.[117] It marked his eighth career Player of the Week honor, more than any other player in franchise history.[116] On January 19, Curry was named a starter on the Western Conference All-Star team for the 2017 NBA All-Star Game[image: External link].[118] On January 28, he scored 25 of his 43 points in the third quarter of the Warriors' 144–98 win over the Los Angeles Clippers. He also had nine three-pointers against the Clippers.[119] On February 1, he hit 11 three-pointers and scored 39 points in a 126–111 win over the Charlotte Hornets.[120] The following day, he was named Co-Western Conference Player of the Month for January alongside teammate Kevin Durant[121] and hit his 200th three-pointer of the season in the Warriors' 133–120 win over the Clippers, making him the first player in NBA history to have 200 or more three-pointers in five consecutive seasons.[122] On March 5, he scored 31 points and moved into the top 10 on the NBA's career three-point list in a 112–105 win over the New York Knicks. Curry hit five three-pointers, passing Chauncey Billups[image: External link] for 10th place, and added eight rebounds and six assists.[123]
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 National team career




Curry's first experience with the United States national team[image: External link] came at the 2007 FIBA Under-19 World Championship[image: External link], where he helped Team USA capture the silver medal.[124] In 2010, he was selected to the senior squad, playing limited minutes at the 2010 FIBA World Championship[image: External link] (known later as FIBA Basketball World Cup) as the United States won the gold medal in an undefeated tournament.[125] In 2014, he took on a larger role with the team, helping them to another undefeated tournament at the 2014 World Cup[image: External link] and scoring 10 points in the final game.[126] On June 6, 2016, Curry withdrew from consideration for the 2016 Olympics[image: External link] in Brazil, citing ankle and knee ailments as the major reason behind the decision.[127]
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 Player profile




Standing at 6 feet 3 inches tall (1.91 m) and weighing 190 pounds (86 kg), Curry plays almost exclusively at the point guard[image: External link] position and has career averages of 22.4 points, 6.9 assists, and 1.8 steals per game. He has been selected to three All-NBA Teams and voted league MVP twice.[41] Since 2013, he has been ranked a top ten player in the NBA as part of ESPN[image: External link]'s #NBArank project.[128][129][130]

Fred Hoiberg[image: External link],[131] Kiki Vandeweghe[image: External link], Dana Barros[image: External link], Chuck Person[image: External link], Rick Barry, Steve Nash,[132] Kevin Durant,[133] and Danny Ainge[image: External link][133] have all called Curry the best shooter in the NBA. Larry Bird[image: External link] names Curry along with himself and Chris Mullin as some of the greatest NBA shooters.[134]

Curry is an exceptionally good free throw[image: External link] shooter, with a career free throw average of over 90% through the 2015–16 season.[135] He is currently the Warriors' all-time free-throw leader, and led the NBA in free throw shooting average in the 2014–15 and 2015–16 seasons.[136]

Using an unorthodox jump shot, he is able to get the ball out of his hands in under half a second by releasing it on the way up, adding extra arc to his shot and making it difficult to block.[137] In addition to his quick release, he puts extra pressure on defenses with his long range, leading the NBA in field goals made from beyond 28 feet in 2016.[138] As of April 2016, he ranks second in NBA history in career three-point field goal percentage and holds three of the top five seasons in terms of total three-pointers made.[139][140][141] He is also the fastest player in league history to make 1,000 career three-pointers, doing so in 88 fewer games than the previous record-holder.[142] In an article for FiveThirtyEight[image: External link], Benjamin Morris emphasized Curry's importance in the NBA's increasing use of the three-point shot, writing, "Curry is perhaps the figurehead in the NBA's Three-Point Revolution."[143]
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 Personal life




On July 30, 2011, Curry married longtime girlfriend and Toronto native Ayesha Alexander[image: External link] in Charlotte.[7][8][144][145] Together, they have two daughters, Riley (b. 2012) and Ryan (b. 2015).[146][147] They currently reside in Alamo, California[image: External link].[148] Curry's younger brother, Seth[image: External link], is also a professional basketball player,[149] and his younger sister, Sydel, plays volleyball at Elon University[image: External link].[150]

Curry has been outspoken about his Christian[image: External link] faith.[151][152] Curry spoke about his faith during his MVP speech by saying, "People should know who I represent and why I am who I am, and that's because of my Lord and Savior[image: External link]." He also said the reason that he pounds his chest and points up is that he has a "heart for God[image: External link]" and as a reminder that he plays for God.[153] On some of his "Curry One" basketball shoes, there is a lace loop scripted "4:13".[154] It is a reference to the Bible[image: External link] verse Philippians[image: External link] 4:13, which reads "I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me".[155][156] Curry has a tattoo of First Corinthians[image: External link], 13:8 in Hebrew[image: External link] on his wrist ("Love never fails...").[157] Curry is also an investor in Active Faith, a Christian sports apparel brand.[158][159]

During the 1992 All-Star Weekend[image: External link], Curry's father entrusted him to Biserka Petrović, mother of future Hall of Fame[image: External link] player Dražen Petrović[image: External link], while Dell competed in the Three-Point Contest. Following the 2015 NBA Finals, Curry gave Biserka one of his Finals-worn jerseys, which will reportedly be added to the collection of the Dražen Petrović Memorial Center, a museum to the late player in the Croatian[image: External link] capital of Zagreb[image: External link].[160]

In 2012, Curry started donating three insecticide-treated mosquito nets[image: External link] for every three-pointer he made to the United Nations Foundation[image: External link]'s Nothing But Nets[image: External link] campaign to combat malaria[image: External link]. He was first introduced to the malaria cause by Davidson teammate Bryant Barr when they were both in school. Curry visited the White House[image: External link] in 2015 and delivered a five-minute speech to dignitaries as part of President Barack Obama[image: External link]'s launch of his President's Malaria Initiative[image: External link] strategy for 2015–2020.[161][162]

In 2015, Curry wore sneakers that had Deah Shaddy Barakat's name on them (one of the victims of the 2015 Chapel Hill shooting[image: External link]). According to his sister Suzanne, Deah Barakat was known for his "love for basketball and anything Steph Curry."[163] Deah's number for his intramural basketball team at North Carolina State University[image: External link] was Curry's No. 30 and he posed for a photo that was similar to one that Curry did for GQ[image: External link].[163] Curry said that Barakat's family "did a great job of reaching out to me and making me aware of the details of his life and personality [...] It was really kind of a cool deal to be able to use the platform yesterday to honor Deah and his family [...] I'm going to send them the shoes I wore yesterday. And hopefully they know that I've been thinking about them."[164][165][166] Also in 2015, after winning the MVP award following his impressive season, Curry donated his prize vehicle—a 2016 Kia Sorento[image: External link]—to the East Oakland Youth Development Center[image: External link], a local non-profit organization located in the backyard of Oracle Arena.[167]

Curry has a partnership with Under Armour[image: External link] and has the Under Armour Curry's, which the third one has Threadborne, a woven material in the upper that was inspired by parachutes.[168]
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 NBA career statistics






	Legend



	  GP
	Games played
	  GS 
	Games started
	 MPG 
	Minutes per game



	 FG% 
	Field goal[image: External link] percentage
	 3P% 
	3-point field goal percentage
	 FT% 
	Free throw[image: External link] percentage



	 RPG 
	Rebounds[image: External link] per game
	 APG 
	Assists[image: External link] per game
	 SPG 
	Steals[image: External link] per game



	 BPG 
	Blocks[image: External link] per game
	 PPG 
	Points per game
	 Bold 
	Career high






	†
	Denotes season in which Curry won an NBA championship




	
	Led the league
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 Regular season






	Year
	Team
	GP
	GS
	MPG
	FG%
	3P%
	FT%
	RPG
	APG
	SPG
	BPG
	PPG



	2009–10[image: External link]
	Golden State
	80
	77
	36.2
	.462
	.437
	.885
	4.5
	5.9
	1.9
	.2
	17.5



	2010–11[image: External link]
	Golden State
	74
	74
	33.6
	.480
	.442
	.934
	3.9
	5.8
	1.5
	.3
	18.6



	2011–12[image: External link]
	Golden State
	26
	23
	28.2
	.490
	.455
	.809
	3.4
	5.3
	1.5
	.3
	14.7



	2012–13[image: External link]
	Golden State
	78
	78
	38.2
	.451
	.453
	.900
	4.0
	6.9
	1.6
	.2
	22.9



	2013–14[image: External link]
	Golden State
	78
	78
	36.5
	.471
	.424
	.885
	4.3
	8.5
	1.6
	.2
	24.0



	2014–15[image: External link]†
	Golden State
	80
	80
	32.7
	.487
	.443
	.914
	4.3
	7.7
	2.0
	.2
	23.8



	2015–16[image: External link]
	Golden State
	79
	79
	34.2
	.504
	.454
	.908
	5.4
	6.7
	2.1
	.2
	30.1



	Career
	495
	489
	34.9
	.477
	.444
	.902
	4.3
	6.9
	1.8
	.2
	22.4



	All-Star
	3
	3
	27.7
	.417
	.324
	1.000
	5.7
	7.3
	2.0
	.0
	17.7
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 Playoffs






	Year
	Team
	GP
	GS
	MPG
	FG%
	3P%
	FT%
	RPG
	APG
	SPG
	BPG
	PPG



	2013[image: External link]
	Golden State
	12
	12
	41.4
	.434
	.396
	.921
	3.8
	8.1
	1.7
	.2
	23.4



	2014[image: External link]
	Golden State
	7
	7
	42.3
	.440
	.386
	.881
	3.6
	8.4
	1.7
	.1
	23.0



	2015[image: External link]†
	Golden State
	21
	21
	39.3
	.456
	.422
	.835
	5.0
	6.4
	1.9
	.1
	28.3



	2016
	Golden State
	18
	17
	34.3
	.438
	.404
	.916
	5.5
	5.2
	1.4
	.3
	25.1



	Career
	58
	57
	38.5
	.444
	.408
	.878
	4.7
	6.6
	1.7
	.2
	25.7
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 Awards and honors




See: List of career achievements by Stephen Curry[image: External link]
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 NBA





	
NBA champion[image: External link]: 2015[image: External link]


	2× NBA Most Valuable Player: 2015[image: External link], 2016[image: External link]


	4× NBA All-Star[image: External link]: 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017[image: External link]


	2× All-NBA First Team: 2015[image: External link], 2016[image: External link]


	
All-NBA Second Team: 2014[image: External link]


	
NBA scoring leader: 2016[image: External link][a]


	4× NBA three-point field goals leader: 2013[image: External link], 2014[image: External link], 2015[image: External link], 2016[image: External link]


	3× NBA free-throw percentage leader[image: External link]: 2011[image: External link], 2015[image: External link], 2016[image: External link]


	
NBA steals leader[image: External link]: 2016[image: External link]


	
NBA Skills Challenge champion[image: External link]: 2011[image: External link]


	NBA regular season record for made three-pointers (402)[170]


	NBA record for most consecutive regular season games with a made three-pointer (157)[112]


	NBA record for most consecutive playoff games with a made three-pointer (58)

	NBA record for most three-pointers made in a single playoffs (98 – tied with Klay Thompson)[171]


	NBA record for most three-pointers made in a game (13)

	NBA record for most points scored in an overtime period (17)

	Warriors franchise leader in three-point field goals made
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 College





	2× SoCon Player of the Year[image: External link] (2008–2009)

	Consensus first-team All-American[image: External link] ( 2009[image: External link])

	Consensus second-team All-American[image: External link] ( 2008[image: External link])

	2× First-team All- SoCon[image: External link] (2008–2009)

	2× SoCon[image: External link] Conference Tournament Most Outstanding Player ( 2007[image: External link]– 2008[image: External link])

	3× SoCon[image: External link] first-team All-Tournament (2007–2009)

	
SoCon[image: External link] Freshman of the Year (2007)

	
SoCon[image: External link] All-Freshmen Team (2007)
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 NCAA records





	
NCAA Division I scoring leader[image: External link] ( 2009[image: External link])

	Single-season NCAA 3-point field goals (162, 2007–08[image: External link])

	Single-season NCAA freshman 3-point field goals (122, 2006–07[image: External link])
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 Davidson College records
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NBA Most Valuable Player Award





The National Basketball Association Most Valuable Player (MVP) is an annual National Basketball Association (NBA) award given since the 1955–56 season to the best performing player of the regular season[image: External link]. The winner receives the Maurice Podoloff[image: External link] Trophy, which is named in honor of the first commissioner[image: External link] (then president)[a] of the NBA, who served from 1946 until 1963. Until the 1979–80 season[image: External link], the MVP was selected by a vote of NBA players. Since the 1980–81 season[image: External link], the award is decided by a panel of sportswriters and broadcasters throughout the United States and Canada, each of whom casts a vote for first to fifth place selections. Each first-place vote is worth 10 points; each second-place vote is worth seven; each third-place vote is worth five, fourth-place is worth three and fifth-place is worth one. Starting from 2010, one ballot was cast by fans through online voting. The player with the highest point total wins the award.[2] As of May 2016, the current holder of the award is Stephen Curry, who won both the 2015 and 2016 MVP Awards.

Every player who has won this award and has been eligible for the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame has been inducted. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link] won the award a record six times.[3] Both Bill Russell[image: External link] and Michael Jordan won the award five times,[4] while Wilt Chamberlain and LeBron James won the award four times. Russell and James are the only players to have won the award four times in five seasons.[5] Moses Malone[image: External link], Larry Bird[image: External link] and Magic Johnson each won the award three times, while Bob Pettit[image: External link], Karl Malone[image: External link], Tim Duncan[image: External link], Steve Nash and Stephen Curry have each won it twice.[4] Only two rookies have won the award: Wilt Chamberlain in the 1959–60 season[image: External link] and Wes Unseld[image: External link] in the 1968–69 season[image: External link].[6] Hakeem Olajuwon[image: External link] of Nigeria[image: External link],[b] Tim Duncan[image: External link] of the U.S. Virgin Islands[image: External link],[c] Steve Nash of Canada[d] and Dirk Nowitzki of Germany are the only MVP winners considered "international players" by the NBA.[9]

Stephen Curry in 2015–16[image: External link] is the only player to have won the award unanimously. Shaquille O'Neal[image: External link] in 1999–2000[image: External link] and LeBron James in 2012–13[image: External link] are the only two players to have fallen one vote shy of a unanimous selection, both receiving 120 of 121 votes.[e][5] Since the 1982–83 season[image: External link], every winner was from a team that won at least 50 games in the regular season that year.[f][11][12]


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Winners






	^
	Denotes player who is still active in the NBA



	*
	Inducted into the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame




	
	Denotes player whose team won championship that year



	Player (X)
	Denotes the number of times the player had been named MVP at that time



	Team (X)
	Denotes the number of times a player from this team had won at that time






	Season
	Player
	Position
	Nationality
	Team



	1955–56
	Pettit, BobBob Pettit[image: External link]*
	Forward
	 United States
	St. Louis Hawks



	1956–57[image: External link]
	Cousy, BobBob Cousy[image: External link]*
	Guard
	 United States
	Boston Celtics



	1957–58[image: External link]
	Russell, BillBill Russell[image: External link]*
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Boston Celtics (2)



	1958–59[image: External link]
	Pettit, BobBob Pettit[image: External link]* (2)
	Forward
	 United States
	St. Louis Hawks (2)



	1959–60[image: External link]
	Chamberlain, WiltWilt Chamberlain*
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Philadelphia Warriors



	1960–61[image: External link]
	Russell, BillBill Russell[image: External link]* (2)
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Boston Celtics (3)



	1961–62[image: External link]
	Russell, BillBill Russell[image: External link]* (3)
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Boston Celtics (4)



	1962–63[image: External link]
	Russell, BillBill Russell[image: External link]* (4)
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Boston Celtics (5)



	1963–64
	Robertson, OscarOscar Robertson[image: External link]*
	Guard
	 United States
	Cincinnati Royals[image: External link]



	1964–65[image: External link]
	Russell, BillBill Russell[image: External link]* (5)
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Boston Celtics (6)



	1965–66[image: External link]
	Chamberlain, WiltWilt Chamberlain* (2)
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Philadelphia 76ers



	1966–67[image: External link]
	Chamberlain, WiltWilt Chamberlain* (3)
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Philadelphia 76ers (2)



	1967–68
	Chamberlain, WiltWilt Chamberlain* (4)
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Philadelphia 76ers (3)



	1968–69[image: External link]
	Unseld, WesWes Unseld[image: External link]*
	Center[image: External link]/Forward
	 United States
	Baltimore Bullets[image: External link]



	1969–70[image: External link]
	Reed, WillisWillis Reed[image: External link]*
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	New York Knicks



	1970–71
	Lew Alcindor[image: External link]*[g]
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Milwaukee Bucks



	1971–72
	Abdul-Jabbar, KareemKareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link]*[g] (2)
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Milwaukee Bucks (2)



	1972–73[image: External link]
	Cowens, DaveDave Cowens*
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Boston Celtics (7)



	1973–74[image: External link]
	Abdul-Jabbar, KareemKareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link]*[g] (3)
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Milwaukee Bucks (3)



	1974–75
	McAdoo, BobBob McAdoo[image: External link]*
	Forward/ Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Buffalo Braves[image: External link]



	1975–76
	Abdul-Jabbar, KareemKareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link]*[g] (4)
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Los Angeles Lakers



	1976–77[image: External link]
	Abdul-Jabbar, KareemKareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link]*[g] (5)
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Los Angeles Lakers (2)



	1977–78[image: External link]
	Walton, BillBill Walton[image: External link]*
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Portland Trail Blazers



	1978–79[image: External link]
	Malone, MosesMoses Malone[image: External link]*
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Houston Rockets



	1979–80[image: External link]
	Abdul-Jabbar, KareemKareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link]*[g] (6)
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Los Angeles Lakers (3)



	1980–81[image: External link]
	Erving, JuliusJulius Erving[image: External link]*
	Forward
	 United States
	Philadelphia 76ers (4)



	1981–82[image: External link]
	Malone, MosesMoses Malone[image: External link]* (2)
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Houston Rockets (2)



	1982–83[image: External link]
	Malone, MosesMoses Malone[image: External link]* (3)
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Philadelphia 76ers (5)



	1983–84[image: External link]
	Bird, LarryLarry Bird[image: External link]*
	Forward
	 United States
	Boston Celtics (8)



	1984–85[image: External link]
	Bird, LarryLarry Bird[image: External link]* (2)
	Forward
	 United States
	Boston Celtics (9)



	1985–86[image: External link]
	Bird, LarryLarry Bird[image: External link]* (3)
	Forward
	 United States
	Boston Celtics (10)



	1986–87
	Johnson, MagicMagic Johnson*
	Guard
	 United States
	Los Angeles Lakers (4)



	1987–88[image: External link]
	Jordan, MichaelMichael Jordan*
	Guard
	 United States
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]



	1988–89
	Johnson, MagicMagic Johnson* (2)
	Guard
	 United States
	Los Angeles Lakers (5)



	1989–90[image: External link]
	Johnson, MagicMagic Johnson* (3)
	Guard
	 United States
	Los Angeles Lakers (6)



	1990–91[image: External link]
	Jordan, MichaelMichael Jordan* (2)
	Guard
	 United States
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link] (2)



	1991–92[image: External link]
	Jordan, MichaelMichael Jordan* (3)
	Guard
	 United States
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link] (3)



	1992–93[image: External link]
	Barkley, CharlesCharles Barkley[image: External link]*
	Forward
	 United States
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]



	1993–94
	Olajuwon, HakeemHakeem Olajuwon[image: External link]*
	Center[image: External link]
	  Nigeria[image: External link][b]
	Houston Rockets (3)



	1994–95
	Robinson, DavidDavid Robinson[image: External link]*
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	San Antonio Spurs



	1995–96[image: External link]
	Jordan, MichaelMichael Jordan* (4)
	Guard
	 United States
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link] (4)



	1996–97
	Malone, KarlKarl Malone[image: External link]*
	Forward
	 United States
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]



	1997–98[image: External link]
	Jordan, MichaelMichael Jordan* (5)
	Guard
	 United States
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link] (5)



	1998–99[image: External link]
	Malone, KarlKarl Malone[image: External link]* (2) [h]
	Forward
	 United States
	Utah Jazz[image: External link] (2)



	1999–00[image: External link]
	O'Neal, ShaquilleShaquille O'Neal[image: External link]*
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Los Angeles Lakers (7)



	2000–01[image: External link]
	Iverson, AllenAllen Iverson[image: External link]*
	Guard
	 United States
	Philadelphia 76ers (6)



	2001–02[image: External link]
	Duncan, TimTim Duncan[image: External link]
	Forward/ Center[image: External link]
	 United States[c]
	San Antonio Spurs (2)



	2002–03
	Duncan, TimTim Duncan[image: External link] (2)
	Forward/ Center[image: External link]
	 United States[c]
	San Antonio Spurs (3)



	2003–04[image: External link]
	Garnett, KevinKevin Garnett[image: External link]
	Forward/ Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Minnesota Timberwolves



	2004–05[image: External link]
	Nash, SteveSteve Nash
	Guard
	 Canada[d]
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link] (2)



	2005–06
	Nash, SteveSteve Nash (2)
	Guard
	 Canada[d]
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link] (3)



	2006–07[image: External link]
	Nowitzki, DirkDirk Nowitzki^
	Forward
	 Germany
	Dallas Mavericks



	2007–08[image: External link]
	Bryant, KobeKobe Bryant
	Guard
	 United States
	Los Angeles Lakers (8)



	2008–09[image: External link]
	James, LeBronLeBron James^
	Forward
	 United States
	Cleveland Cavaliers



	2009–10[image: External link]
	James, LeBronLeBron James^ (2)
	Forward
	 United States
	Cleveland Cavaliers (2)



	2010–11[image: External link]
	Rose, DerrickDerrick Rose[image: External link]^ [i]
	Guard
	 United States
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link] (6)



	2011–12[image: External link]
	James, LeBronLeBron James^ (3)
	Forward
	 United States
	Miami Heat[image: External link]



	2012–13[image: External link]
	James, LeBronLeBron James^ (4)
	Forward
	 United States
	Miami Heat[image: External link] (2)



	2013–14[image: External link]
	Durant, KevinKevin Durant^
	Forward
	 United States
	Oklahoma City Thunder



	2014–15[image: External link]
	Curry, StephenStephen Curry^
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Golden State Warriors (2)



	2015–16[image: External link]
	Curry, StephenStephen Curry^ (2)
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Golden State Warriors (3)
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 Multiple–time winners






	Rank
	Player
	Team(s)
	Awards
	Years



	1
	Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link]
	Milwaukee Bucks (3) / Los Angeles Lakers (3)
	6
	1971, 1972, 1974[image: External link], 1976, 1977[image: External link], 1980[image: External link]



	2
	Bill Russell[image: External link]

	Boston Celtics
	5
	1958[image: External link], 1961[image: External link], 1962[image: External link], 1963[image: External link], 1965[image: External link]



	Michael Jordan
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	1988[image: External link], 1991[image: External link], 1992[image: External link], 1996[image: External link], 1998[image: External link]



	4
	Wilt Chamberlain
	Philadelphia Warriors (1) / Philadelphia 76ers (3)
	4
	1960[image: External link], 1966[image: External link], 1967[image: External link], 1968



	LeBron James
	Cleveland Cavaliers (2) / Miami Heat[image: External link] (2)
	2009[image: External link], 2010[image: External link], 2012[image: External link], 2013[image: External link]



	6
	Moses Malone[image: External link]
	Houston Rockets (2) / Philadelphia 76ers (1)
	3
	1979[image: External link], 1982[image: External link], 1983[image: External link]



	Larry Bird[image: External link]
	Boston Celtics
	1984[image: External link], 1985[image: External link], 1986[image: External link]



	Magic Johnson
	Los Angeles Lakers
	1987, 1989, 1990[image: External link]



	9
	Bob Pettit[image: External link]
	St. Louis Hawks
	2
	1956, 1959[image: External link]



	Karl Malone[image: External link]
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	1997, 1999[image: External link]



	Tim Duncan[image: External link]
	San Antonio Spurs
	2002[image: External link], 2003



	Steve Nash
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	2005[image: External link], 2006



	Stephen Curry
	Golden State Warriors
	2015[image: External link], 2016[image: External link]
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 See also





	Bill Russell NBA Finals Most Valuable Player Award

	NBA All-Star Game Most Valuable Player Award

	NBA Development League Most Valuable Player Award[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ The official title of the position was President until 1967 when it was changed to Commissioner[image: External link].[1]


	
^ a b Hakeem Olajuwon was born in Nigeria[image: External link], but became a naturalized United States citizen in 1993. He was the first ever international player to win the award.[7]


	
^ a b c Although Duncan was born in the U.S. Virgin Islands and is a United States citizen,[8] the NBA considers him an international player[image: External link].[9]


	
^ a b c Steve Nash, who was born in South Africa, was raised in Canada.[10]


	
^ Allen Iverson[image: External link] received the only other first-place vote in 2000, while Carmelo Anthony[image: External link] received the only other first-place vote in 2013.[5]


	
^ Except for seasons affected by lockouts, when the schedule was shortened from the norm of 82 games. Karl Malone won in 1998–99[image: External link] when Utah was 37–13 in 50 games, which projected to 60 wins in 82 games. James won in 2011–12[image: External link] when the Miami Heat[image: External link] were 46–20 in 66 games, which projected to 57 wins.


	
^ a b c d e f Before the 1971–72 season, Lew Alcindor changed his name to Kareem Abdul-Jabbar.[13]


	
^ Malone, at 35 years and 284 days old at the end of the regular season, is the oldest MVP in NBA history.[14]


	
^ Rose, at 22 years and 191 days old at the end of the regular season, is the youngest MVP in NBA history.[15]
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List of NBA teams by single season win Percentage





This is a list of the all-time best regular season winning percentages in the NBA.



	
	NBA Champions



	
	Conference Champions[image: External link]



	
	Active season




Above .750



	PCT
	W
	L
	H
	R
	N
	Diff[a]
	Team
	Season
	Results
	W
	L
	H
	R
	Notes
	Coach



	Regular season
	Postseason



	.890
	73
	9
	39–2
	34–7
	0–0
	10.8
	Golden State Warriors
	2015–16[image: External link]
	Lost in NBA Finals
	15
	9
	11–3
	4–6
	

List


	

	Most wins in NBA history (73)

	Best start in NBA history (24–0)

	Best start in NBA history for every number of losses from 1-2 and 4-9: (29–1, .967), (36–2, .947), (48–4, .923), (55–5, .917), (62–6, .912), (68–7, .907), (69–8, .896), (73–9, .890)

	Most wins in NBA history (regular season and postseason combined) (88)

	Started 36–0 at home, part of an NBA record 54-straight home wins dating back to 2014–15 season

	28 game winning streak dating back to 2014–15, second longest in NBA history

	Most road wins in NBA history (34)

	Best road start in NBA history and third longest road winning streak (14–0)

	Undefeated November (16–0)

	Best record heading into the All-Star Break in NBA history (48–4, 0.923)

	Winning streaks of 24 and 11 games

	Second earliest clinch of playoff berth in NBA history (the Warriors beat it by two days in the 2016–17 season)

	Only team in NBA history to make over 1,000 three-pointers

	Only team in NBA history not to have lost to same opponent twice in regular season

	Only team in NBA history not to lose back-to-back games in regular season

	The 10th team in NBA history to win a playoff series coming back from a 1–3 playoff series deficit (won 4–3 against the Oklahoma City Thunder in the Western Conference Finals)

	The 11th team in NBA history to lose a playoff series after taking a 3–1 playoff series lead (lost 3–4 against the Cleveland Cavaliers in the NBA Finals), and the only team to do so in the NBA Finals.

	Only team in NBA history to finish with same number of regular season and postseason losses (9)










	Kerr, SteveSteve Kerr



	.878
	72
	10
	39–2
	33–8
	0–0
	12.2
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	1995–96[image: External link]
	Won NBA Championship
	15
	3
	10–0
	5–3
	

List


	

	Best combined regular and postseason record in NBA history (87–13, .870)[1]

	Second most wins in NBA history (72)

	Most wins by a championship-winning team

	Best 3-loss start in NBA history (41–3, .932)

	Second most road wins in NBA history (33)

	Started 37-0 at home, part of 44 game home winning streak

	Winning streaks of 18 and 13 games

	Undefeated January (14–0)

	One of five teams in NBA history to have three players selected to the NBA All-Defensive First Team

	Final three losses were by a margin of one point

	Defeated 64–18 Seattle SuperSonics in NBA Finals










	Jackson, PhilPhil Jackson[image: External link]



	.841
	69
	13
	36–5
	31–7
	2–1
	12.3
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	1971–72
	Won NBA Championship
	12
	3
	6–2
	6–1
	

List


	

	33 game winning streak, longest in NBA history

	16 game road winning streak, longest in NBA history[2]

	Started 39–3

	Undefeated November (14–0) and December (16–0)

	Second best road winning percentage

	Largest average point differential in NBA history[3]










	Sharman, BillBill Sharman



	.841
	69
	13
	39–2
	30–11
	0–0
	10.8
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	1996–97
	Won NBA Championship
	15
	4
	10–1
	5–3
	

List


	

	Started 12–0; started 17–1

	Second most home wins in NBA history

	Five eight-game winning streaks[4]

	Lost three of final four games

	Defeated 64–18 Utah Jazz in NBA Finals

	First team to win 30 road games in back-to-back seasons










	Jackson, PhilPhil Jackson[image: External link]



	.840
	68
	13
	28–2
	26–8
	14–3
	9.4
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	1966–67[image: External link]
	Won NBA Championship
	11
	4
	6–2
	5–2
	

List


	

	Started 26–2

	Best 50-game start in NBA history (46–4, .920)[5][6]










	Hannum, AlexAlex Hannum



	.829
	68
	14
	33–6
	32–8
	3–0
	8.2
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	1972–73[image: External link]
	Lost Eastern Conference Finals
	7
	6
	4–3
	3–3
	

	Third most road wins in NBA history

	Highest winning percentage for a team that did not reach the NBA Finals (.829)




	Heinsohn, TomTom Heinsohn[image: External link]



	.817
	67
	15
	40–1
	27–14
	0–0
	9.4
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	1985–86[image: External link]
	Won NBA Championship
	15
	3
	10–0
	5–3
	

List


	

	Shares best home record in NBA history (with 2015–16 San Antonio Spurs[image: External link])[2]

	Winning streaks of 14 and 13 games










	Jones, K. C.K. C. Jones[image: External link]



	.817
	67
	15
	36–5
	31–10
	0–0
	10.4
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	1991–92[image: External link]
	Won NBA Championship
	15
	7
	9–3
	6–4
	

	Winning streaks of 14 and 13 games[7]




	Jackson, PhilPhil Jackson[image: External link]



	.817
	67
	15
	36–5
	31–10
	0–0
	8.5
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	1999–00[image: External link]
	Won NBA Championship
	15
	8
	11–2
	4–6
	

	Winning streaks of 19, 16, and 11 games




	Jackson, PhilPhil Jackson[image: External link]



	.817
	67
	15
	36–5
	31–10
	0–0
	7.2
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	2006–07[image: External link]
	Lost Western Conference 1st Round
	2
	4
	2–1
	0–3
	

List


	

	Started 0–4

	Only team in NBA history with three winning streaks of at least 12 games (17, 13, 12)[8]

	Undefeated February (10-0)[9]

	Only team over .800 to be eliminated in the first round










	Johnson, AveryAvery Johnson[image: External link]



	.817
	67
	15
	39–2
	28–13
	0–0
	10.1
	Golden State Warriors
	2014–15[image: External link]
	Won NBA Championship
	16
	5
	9–2
	7–3
	

List


	

	Winning streaks of 16 and 11 games

	Second most home wins in NBA history

	Most wins by a rookie head coach

	Undefeated in the regular season when allowing under 100 points










	Kerr, SteveSteve Kerr



	.817
	67
	15
	40–1
	27–14
	0–0
	10.6
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	2015–16[image: External link]
	Lost Western Conference Semi-Finals
	6
	4
	3–2
	3–2
	

List


	

	Shares best home record in NBA history (with 1985–86 Boston Celtics[image: External link]), with only loss inflicted by the 73–9 Warriors

	Best home start in NBA history (39–0), part of a 48-game home winning streak dating back to 2014–15 season

	Best season record that was not also league-best record










	Popovich, GreggGregg Popovich[image: External link]



	.817
	49
	11
	29–1
	20–10
	0–0
	9.9
	Washington Capitols[image: External link]
	1946–47
	Lost Semi-Finals
	2
	4
	0–3
	2–1
	

List


	

	Winning streaks of 17 and 15 games

	Undefeated December (10–0)[10]










	Auerbach, RedRed Auerbach[image: External link]



	.813
	61
	14
	31–4
	30–10
	0–0
	11.6
	Golden State Warriors
	2016–17
	Season in progress
	
	
	
	
	

List


	

	Earliest clinch of playoff berth in NBA history

	NBA record 146 regular-season games without back-to-back losses (dating back to 2014–15 season)

	Winning streak of 12 games

	Second team to win 30 road games in back-to-back seasons (after 1995–96 and 1996–97 Chicago Bulls)










	Kerr, SteveSteve Kerr



	.805
	66
	16
	34–2
	28–13
	4–1
	12.3
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	1970–71
	Won NBA Championship
	12
	2
	8–0
	4–2
	

List


	

	Started 17-1

	Winning streaks of 20, 16, and 10 games

	Lost five of final six games

	14.5 points postseason average point differential[11]










	Costello, LarryLarry Costello[image: External link]



	.805
	66
	16
	35–6
	31–10
	0–0
	10.3
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	2007–08[image: External link]
	Won NBA Championship
	16
	10
	13-1
	3-9
	

List


	

	Best single-season improvement in NBA history (42 wins)[12]

	Started 29-3

	Won title 22 years after the last one in franchise history ( 1986[image: External link])

	Played a record 26 games in the postseason










	Rivers, DocDoc Rivers



	.805
	66
	16
	39–2
	27–14
	0–0
	8.9
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	2008–09[image: External link]
	Lost Eastern Conference Finals
	10
	4
	6–1
	4–3
	

List


	

	13 game winning streak

	Second most home wins in NBA history










	Brown, MikeMike Brown



	.805
	66
	16
	37–4
	29–12
	0–0
	7.9
	Miami Heat
	2012–13[image: External link]
	Won NBA Championship
	16
	7
	10–3
	6–4
	

List


	

	Started 29–14

	27-game winning streak (2nd-longest in NBA history in a season)

	First team in NBA history to win 17 games in one month

	Best second half of season in NBA history (38–3, .927)










	Spoelstra, ErikErik Spoelstra[image: External link]



	.797
	51
	13
	31–1
	15–12
	5–0
	8.2
	Syracuse Nationals[image: External link]
	1949–50
	Lost NBA Finals
	6
	5
	5–1
	1–4
	

List


	

	Started 16–1

	12 game winning streak










	Cervi, AlAl Cervi



	.793
	65
	17
	35–6
	30–11
	0–0
	7.7
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	1982–83[image: External link]
	Won NBA Championship
	12
	1
	7–0
	5–1
	

List


	

	Second highest postseason winning percentage in NBA history (behind 2000–01 Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]

	14 game winning streak[13]











	Cunningham, BillyBilly Cunningham[image: External link]



	.793
	65
	17
	37–4
	28–13
	0–0
	9.3
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	1986–87
	Won NBA Championship
	15
	3
	10–0
	5–3
	
	Riley, PatPat Riley[image: External link]



	.793
	65
	17
	36–5
	29–12
	0–0
	7.7
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	2008–09[image: External link]
	Won NBA Championship
	16
	7
	10–2
	6–5
	
	Jackson, PhilPhil Jackson[image: External link]



	.787
	59
	16
	25–2
	23–9
	11–5
	8.3
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	1959–60[image: External link]
	Won NBA Championship
	8
	5
	5–2
	3–3
	

List


	

	17 game winning streak

	Undefeated December (15-0)[14]










	Auerbach, RedRed Auerbach[image: External link]



	.780
	64
	18
	38–3
	26–15
	0–0
	7.8
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	1995–96[image: External link]
	Lost NBA Finals
	13
	8
	8–3
	5–5
	

List


	

	14 game winning streak

	Lost to 72-10 Chicago Bulls in NBA Finals










	Karl, GeorgeGeorge Karl



	.780
	64
	18
	38–3
	26–15
	0–0
	8.8
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	1996–97
	Lost NBA Finals
	13
	7
	10–1
	3–6
	

List


	

	Two 15 game winning streaks[15]

	Four game losing streak

	Lost to 69-13 Chicago Bulls in NBA Finals










	Sloan, JerryJerry Sloan[image: External link]



	.780
	64
	18
	37-4
	27-14
	0–0
	6.6
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	2005–06
	Lost Eastern Conference Finals
	10
	8
	8-2
	2-6
	
	Saunders, FlipFlip Saunders[image: External link]



	.775
	62
	18
	27–3
	27–11
	8–4
	8.4
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	1964–65[image: External link]
	Won NBA Championship
	8
	4
	7-0
	1-4
	

	16 game winning streak[16]




	Auerbach, RedRed Auerbach[image: External link]



	.77
	57
	17
	29–8
	28–9
	0–0
	7.9
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	2016–17
	Season in progress
	
	
	
	
	
	Popovich, GreggGregg Popovich[image: External link]



	.768
	63
	19
	31–5
	27–12
	5–2
	11.2
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	1971–72
	Lost Western Conference Finals
	6
	5
	3-3
	3-2
	

	Started 17–1




	Costello, LarryLarry Costello[image: External link]



	.768
	63
	19
	35–6
	28–13
	0–0
	6.4
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	1981–82[image: External link]
	Lost Eastern Conference Finals
	7
	5
	4-3
	3-2
	

	18 game winning streak[17]




	Fitch, BillBill Fitch[image: External link]



	.768
	63
	19
	35–6
	28–13
	0–0
	6.6
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	1984–85[image: External link]
	Lost NBA Finals
	13
	8
	9-2
	4-6
	

	Lost to 62-20 Los Angeles Lakers in NBA Finals




	Jones, K. C.K. C. Jones[image: External link]



	.768
	63
	19
	37–4
	26–15
	0–0
	5.8
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	1988–89
	Won NBA Championship
	15
	2
	8-1
	7-1
	
	Daly, ChuckChuck Daly[image: External link]



	.768
	63
	19
	37–4
	26–15
	0–0
	6.8
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	1989–90[image: External link]
	Lost Western Conference Semi-Finals
	4
	5
	3-2
	1-3
	
	Riley, PatPat Riley[image: External link]



	.768
	63
	19
	36–5
	27–14
	0–0
	8.7
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	1990–91[image: External link]
	Lost Western Conference Finals
	9
	7
	8-1
	1-6
	

List


	

	Started 19-1

	16 game winning streak[18]










	Adelman, RickRick Adelman



	.768
	63
	19
	37–4
	26–15
	0–0
	9.1
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	1993–94
	Lost Western Conference 1st Round
	2
	3
	2-1
	0-2
	

List


	

	Started 16-1

	First team to lose to an 8th seed










	Karl, GeorgeGeorge Karl



	.768
	63
	19
	34–7
	29–12
	0–0
	6.8
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	2005–06
	Lost Western Conference Semi-Finals
	7
	6
	5-2
	2-4
	
	Popovich, GreggGregg Popovich[image: External link]



	.758
	50
	16
	26–7
	24–9
	0–0
	8.2
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	2011–12[image: External link]
	Lost Eastern Conference 1st Round
	2
	4
	2–1
	0–3
	

	Held tie-breaker over San Antonio Spurs




	Thibodeau, TomTom Thibodeau[image: External link]



	.758
	50
	16
	28–5
	22–11
	0–0
	7.2
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	2011–12[image: External link]
	Lost Western Conference Finals
	10
	4
	6–1
	4–3
	

	Won last ten games of the regular season and first ten games of the playoffs




	Popovich, GreggGregg Popovich[image: External link]



	.756
	62
	20
	27–8
	25–12
	10–0
	8.6
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	1967–68
	Lost Eastern Division Finals
	7
	6
	4-3
	3-3
	
	Hannum, AlexAlex Hannum



	.756
	62
	20
	35–6
	27–14
	0–0
	5.9
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	1980–81[image: External link]
	Won NBA Championship
	12
	5
	7–2
	5–3
	

	Winning streaks of 13 and 12 games




	Fitch, BillBill Fitch[image: External link]



	.756
	62
	20
	37–4
	25–16
	0–0
	7.9
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	1980–81[image: External link]
	Lost Eastern Conference Finals
	9
	7
	6-2
	3-5
	

	12 game winning streak and two additional streaks of 10 games




	Cunningham, BillyBilly Cunningham[image: External link]



	.756
	62
	20
	33–8
	29–12
	0–0
	6.6
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	1983–84[image: External link]
	Won NBA Championship
	15
	8
	12-1
	3-7
	
	Jones, K. C.K. C. Jones[image: External link]



	.756
	62
	20
	36–5
	26–15
	0–0
	7.4
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	1984–85[image: External link]
	Won NBA Championship
	15
	4
	8–2
	7–2
	

	Defeated 63-19 Boston Celtics in NBA Finals

	NBA record 52 regular-season games with 30+ assists




	Riley, PatPat Riley[image: External link]



	.756
	62
	20
	35–6
	27–14
	0–0
	7.7
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	1985–86[image: External link]
	Lost Western Conference Finals
	8
	6
	6-2
	2-4
	
	Riley, PatPat Riley[image: External link]



	.756
	62
	20
	36–5
	26–15
	0–0
	5.8
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	1987–88[image: External link]
	Won NBA Championship
	15
	9
	12–2
	3-7
	

	15 game winning streak[19]




	Riley, PatPat Riley[image: External link]



	.756
	62
	20
	35–6
	27–14
	0–0
	6.7
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	1992–93[image: External link]
	Lost NBA Finals
	13
	11
	7-6
	6-5
	

List


	

	Undefeated December (14-0)

	14 game winning streak[20]










	Westphal, PaulPaul Westphal[image: External link]



	.756
	62
	20
	33–8
	29–12
	0–0
	6.0
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	1994–95
	Lost Western Conference Finals
	9
	6
	4-4
	5-2
	

List


	

	15 game winning streak[21]

	Started 7-9










	Hill, BobBob Hill[image: External link]



	.756
	62
	20
	37–4
	25–16
	0–0
	7.1
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	1997–98[image: External link]
	Won NBA Championship
	15
	6
	10-2
	5-4
	

List


	

	13 game winning streak

	Defeated 62-20 Utah Jazz in NBA Finals










	Jackson, PhilPhil Jackson[image: External link]



	.756
	62
	20
	36–5
	26–15
	0–0
	6.5
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	1997–98[image: External link]
	Lost NBA Finals
	13
	7
	8-3
	5-4
	

	Lost to 62-20 Chicago Bulls in NBA Finals




	Sloan, JerryJerry Sloan[image: External link]



	.756
	62
	20
	31–10
	31–10
	0–0
	7.1
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	2004–05[image: External link]
	Lost Western Conference Finals
	9
	6
	4-4
	5-2
	

	Followed a series of going 18-1 with a 6-game losing streak[22]




	D'Antoni, MikeMike D'Antoni[image: External link]



	.756
	62
	20
	35–6
	27–14
	0–0
	7.5
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	2008–09[image: External link]
	Lost Eastern Conference Semifinals
	7
	7
	5-3
	2-4
	

List


	

	2nd best two-loss start in NBA History (27–2, .931)

	Lost seven of next nine games afterwards

	Winning streaks of 19 and 12 games










	Rivers, DocDoc Rivers



	.756
	62
	20
	36–5
	26–15
	0–0
	7.3
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	2010–11[image: External link]
	Lost Eastern Conference Finals
	9
	7
	6-3
	3-4
	

	Won Central Division by 25 games over 2nd place Indiana Pacers




	Thibodeau, TomTom Thibodeau[image: External link]



	.756
	62
	20
	32–9
	30–11
	0–0
	7.7
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	2013–14[image: External link]
	Won NBA Championship
	16
	7
	11-2
	5-5
	

List


	

	19-game winning streak

	Undefeated March (16-0)










	Popovich, GreggGregg Popovich[image: External link]




See also


	NBA regular season records[image: External link]

	List of National Basketball Association longest winning streaks



Notes


	
a Formula for average point differential:

	The Boston Celtics appear ten times on the list, followed by the Los Angeles Lakers with eight appearances and the Chicago Bulls[image: External link] with six.

	
Phil Jackson[image: External link] appears six times on the list; Pat Riley[image: External link] appears five times and Gregg Popovich[image: External link] four.

	Jackson (coaching the Lakers and the Chicago Bulls[image: External link]) and Red Auerbach[image: External link] (coaching the Celtics and the Washington Capitols[image: External link]) are the only coaches to appear leading different teams.
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History of the Golden State Warriors





This article details the history of the Golden State Warriors. The history of the Warriors began in Philadelphia[image: External link] in 1946. In 1962, the franchise was relocated to San Francisco, California and became known as the San Francisco Warriors until 1971, when its name was changed to the current Golden State Warriors. Along with their inaugural championship win in the 1946–47 season, the Warriors have won three others in the team's history, including another in Philadelphia after the 1955–56 season, and two more as Golden State after the 1974–75 and 2014–15 seasons.


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1946–1962: Philadelphia Warriors




The Warriors were founded in Philadelphia[image: External link] in 1946 as the Philadelphia Warriors, a charter member of the Basketball Association of America[image: External link]. They were owned by Peter A. Tyrrell, who also owned the Philadelphia Rockets of the American Hockey League.[1] Tyrell hired Eddie Gottlieb, a longtime basketball promoter in the Philadelphia area, as coach and general manager.[2] He named the team after an early professional team in the city.

Led by early scoring sensation Joe Fulks, they won the championship in the league's inaugural 1946–47 season by defeating the Chicago Stags, four games to one. (The BAA became the National Basketball Association in 1949.) Among the individual Warrior highlights of the 1940s, Fulks set an NBA single-game scoring record of 63 points in 1949 that stood for more than ten years. Gottlieb bought the team in 1951.

The Warriors won their other championship as a Philadelphia team in the 1955–56 season, defeating the Fort Wayne Pistons four games to one. The stars of this era in the team's history were future Hall of Famers Paul Arizin, Tom Gola and Neil Johnston. Arizin and Johnston won five of the six NBA scoring titles between the 1951–52[image: External link] and 1956–57[image: External link] seasons, while Johnston led the NBA in rebounding and Andy Phillip led the NBA in assists during the 1950s.

In 1959, the team signed draft pick Wilt Chamberlain. Known as "Wilt the Stilt", Chamberlain quickly began shattering NBA scoring and rebounding records and changed the style of play forever. During each of his three seasons as a Philadelphia Warrior, Chamberlain led the NBA in both scoring and rebounding. In his first season, he was named NBA Rookie of the year, the NBA All-Star Game MVP, and the league's regular season MVP after averaging 37.6 points per game and 27.0 rebounds per game. In his second season, he set still-standing records when he averaged 27.2 rebounds per game and grabbed 55 rebounds in a single game. On March 2, 1962, in a Warrior "home" game played on a neutral court in Hershey, Pennsylvania[image: External link], Chamberlain scored 100 points against the New York Knicks, a single-game record that the NBA ranks among its finest moments.[3] During that season, his third in the league, Chamberlain averaged 50.4 points per game and 25.7 rebounds per game.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1962–1971: San Francisco Warriors




In 1962, Franklin Mieuli purchased the majority shares of the team and relocated the franchise to the San Francisco Bay Area, renaming them the San Francisco Warriors, playing most of their home games at the Cow Palace[image: External link] in Daly City[image: External link] (the facility lies just south of the San Francisco border), though occasionally playing home games in nearby cities such as Oakland and San Jose. During their first season in San Francisco, Chamberlain again led the league in scoring at 44.8 points per game and rebounding at 24.3 rebounds per game.

Prior to the 1963–64 NBA season, the Warriors drafted big man Nate Thurmond to go along with Chamberlain. The Warriors won the 1963–64 Western Division crown, but lost the NBA championship series to the Boston Celtics, four games to one.

In the 1964–65 season, the Warriors traded Wilt Chamberlain to the Philadelphia 76ers for Jose Bustillos, and they finished the season with only 17 wins. In 1965, the Warriors drafted Rick Barry in the first round. Barry was named NBA Rookie of the Year after averaging 25.7 points per game and 10.6 rebounds per game. The next season, Barry (who averaged a league leading 35.6 points per game) and Nate Thurmond (who averaged 21.3 rebounds per game) helped to lead the Warriors to the NBA finals in the 1966–67 season[image: External link]. The team lost (four games to two) to the team that replaced the Warriors in Philadelphia, the 76ers, despite Barry's output of 40.8 points per game during the NBA Finals.

Angered by management's failure to pay him certain incentive awards he felt he was due, Barry sat out the 1967–68 season, joining the Oakland Oaks of the rival American Basketball Association[image: External link] the following year. After four seasons in the ABA, Barry rejoined the Warriors in 1972. With the opening of the Oakland Coliseum Arena in 1966, the Warriors began scheduling increasing numbers of home games at that venue. The 1970–71 season would be the team's last as the San Francisco Warriors.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1971–1977: Golden State Warriors and Championship




The Warriors changed their name to the Golden State Warriors for the 1971–72 season, playing almost all home games in Oakland. Six "home" games were played in San Diego[image: External link] during that season but more significantly, none were played in San Francisco[image: External link] or Daly City. After changing their name from the San Francisco Warriors, the Warriors became (and remain) the only NBA team that does not include the name of their state or their city in their name (although "Golden State" is a well-known California nickname).



The 1974–75 team was coached by former Warrior Al Attles, and was led on the court by Rick Barry and Jamaal Wilkes. Wilkes was named the NBA Rookie of the Year, while Barry had a great all-around season averaging 30.6 points per game, leading the league in both free throw percentage and steals per game, and finishing sixth in the league in assists per game. In what many consider the biggest upset in the history of the NBA, the Warriors defeated the heavily favored Washington Bullets in a four-game sweep. So little was felt of the team's chances in the playoffs, even by their home fans, that the Coliseum Arena scheduled other events during the dates of the NBA playoffs. As a result, the Warriors did not play their championship series playoff games in Oakland; rather, they played at the Cow Palace in Daly City. Barry averaged 29.5 points per game during the Finals and was named the NBA Finals MVP.

At 59-23, the Warriors had the league's best record during the 1975–76 season. They were upset, however, by the 42-40 Phoenix Suns in seven games in the Western Conference Finals.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1978–1987: Periods of struggles




Because of the loss of key players such as Barry, Wilkes and Thurmond, to bad trades and retirements, the Warriors would struggle to put a competitive team on the court from 1978–1987 following their time as one of the NBA's dominant teams during the 1960s and through most of the early and mid 1970s. They would, however, through the draft acquire such standout players such as high-scoring forward Purvis Short (1978), former Georgetown Hoyas point guard Eric "Sleepy" Floyd[image: External link] (1982) (who would later become an All-Star before being traded to the Houston Rockets), and former Purdue University standout center Joe Barry Carroll (1980) whose once promising career would be short-circuited because of injury, as well as center Robert Parish (1976), whom they would trade to the Boston Celtics in 1980.

The departure of these players for various reasons symbolized the franchise's futility during this period, as head coach Al Attles would move up into the front office to become the team's General Manager in 1980, and the team would go through several coaching changes. However, with Attles installed as GM, they would finally manage to climb back to respectability by hiring former Cleveland Cavaliers head coach George Karl as head coach in 1986. They would also find a diamond in the rough, of sorts, that would change the direction of the franchise, drafting St. John's University standout sharpshooting small forward Chris Mullin in the 1985 NBA Draft.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1987–1997: Resurgence and Collapse




After a subpar stretch in the late 1970s and early 1980s, the team had a brief resurgence with coach Karl, culminating in a famous 1987 Western Conference Semifinal match against Magic Johnson's Lakers, which is still shown on TV in the NBA's Greatest Games series. In the game, the Warrior's NBA All-Star point guard Sleepy Floyd had an amazing performance in the second half, which is still the NBA playoff record for points scored in a quarter (29) and in a half (39). Floyd scored 12 consecutive field goals in the fourth quarter, finishing the game with 51 points, and leading the Warriors to victory. The "Sleepy Floyd Game" was a catalyst for increased interest in the NBA in the Bay Area, which was furthered by new coach Don Nelson who engineered another successful string of wins in the late 1980s to early 1990s with the high scoring trio of point guard Tim Hardaway, guard Mitch Richmond, and forward Chris Mullin (collectively known as "Run TMC" after the rap group Run-D.M.C.). However, coach Don Nelson wishing to get frontcourt players to complement his run-and-gun system, made a trade that broke up the Run TMC core by sending Richmond to the Sacramento Kings[image: External link] for Billy Owens while bypassing Dikembe Mutombo[image: External link], who was selected next by the Denver Nuggets. Nelson was brought to the team by Jim Fitzgerald[image: External link], who owned the team between 1986 and 1995. The following year, 1993–94, with first-round draft pick and Rookie of the Year Chris Webber[image: External link] playing alongside Latrell Sprewell, the Warriors made the playoffs.

The season after that, however, saw a rift form between Webber, Sprewell and Nelson. All three soon left the team, and the organization went into a tailspin. 1994–95 was the first season under former team owner Chris Cohan. While the Oakland Coliseum underwent a complete renovation, the 1996–97 Golden State Warriors played their home games in the San Jose Arena in San Jose, California, struggling to a 30–52 finish.[4] Sprewell was suspended for the remainder of the 1997–98 season for choking head coach P. J. Carlesimo during a team practice in December 1997. He would not play until he was dealt in January 1999 to the New York Knicks for John Starks, Chris Mills and Terry Cummings.
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 1997–2004: Garry St. Jean era




Garry St. Jean became the new Warriors GM in July 1997; he and Dave Twardzik received much of the blame for the Warriors' struggles following the start of Chris Cohan's tenure, including Cohan himself.[5] St. Jean brought in several players, such as Terry Cummings, John Starks, and Mookie Blaylock, who were well past their primes. Twardzik drafted several flops, such as Todd Fuller and Steve Logan (who never played an NBA game). In the following draft, the team selected Adonal Foyle while Tracy McGrady was still available. St. Jean did, however, draft the future 2-time NBA slam dunk champion Jason Richardson (from Michigan State), who would become a key player on the team until the end of the 2006–07 season.

For a few years, with rising stars Jason Richardson, Antawn Jamison and guard Gilbert Arenas leading the team, the Warriors seemed like a team on the rise. In the end the young Warriors just did not have enough in the ultra-competitive Western Conference. After the 2002–03 season, Garry St. Jean's earlier mistakes of committing money to players like Danny Fortson[image: External link], Adonal Foyle and Erick Dampier were painfully felt by Warriors fans when the team was unable to re-sign up-and-coming star Gilbert Arenas, despite Arenas's desire to stay in the Bay Area.
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 2004–2007: Rebuilding




After spending two years in the Warriors front office as a special assistant, Chris Mullin succeeded Garry St. Jean and assumed the title of Executive Vice President of Basketball Operations. Among his first moves were the hiring of three former teammates to help run the organization: Mitch Richmond (special assistant), Mario Elie[image: External link] (assistant coach) and Rod Higgins[image: External link] (General Manager). Mullin hoped to build the team around Jason Richardson, Mike Dunleavy, Jr.[image: External link], and Troy Murphy—complementing them with experience in Derek Fisher[image: External link], a free agent signed by Golden State after playing a key role on three championship Lakers squads, Calbert Cheaney[image: External link], a playoff-tested sharpshooter and Adonal Foyle, an excellent shot-blocker who is perhaps better known for his off-court work as founder of the campaign finance reform organization, Democracy Matters[image: External link]. The team also drafted 7-foot center Andris Biedriņš from Latvia (11th overall). At the 2005 trading deadline, Mullin further added to the team by acquiring guard Baron Davis, bringing the team its first "superstar" since Mullin himself.

Warriors fans hoped that 2005–06 would finally be the season that the team ended their playoff drought. Despite the poor play of newly re-signed Mike Dunleavy, Jr.[image: External link] and the broken hand of first round draft pick Ike Diogu, the Warriors enjoyed a great start to the 2005–06 season. They entered the new year with a winning percentage for the first time since 1994, but lost their first five games of 2006 and managed to win only 13 more games through the end of March. Star Baron Davis often found himself at odds with coach Mike Montgomery. Furthermore, Davis failed to remain healthy and played in just 54 games. He suffered a sprained right ankle in mid-February and did not return for long before being listed as an inactive player the remainder of the season. The injury-prone Davis had not played a full season since the 2001–02 campaign until the 2007–08 season in which he played all 82 games averaging 21.8 points a game (incidentally a contract year). On April 5, 2006, the Warriors were officially eliminated from playoff contention with a 114–109 overtime loss to the Hornets, extending their playoff drought to 12 seasons.

During the offseason, the Warriors rebuilt themselves. First in the 2006 NBA draft[image: External link], the Warriors selected center Patrick O'Bryant[image: External link] with the 9th overall selection. They also traded Derek Fisher to the Utah Jazz[image: External link] for guards Devin Brown[image: External link], Andre Owens[image: External link] and Keith McLeod, and signed training-camp invitees Matt Barnes, Anthony Roberson[image: External link] and Dajuan Wagner[image: External link]. Brown, Owens, Wagner, Roberson, Chris Taft[image: External link] and Will Bynum[image: External link] were all waived while Barnes established himself in the rotation. Golden State also announced that it had bought out the remaining two years of head coach Mike Montgomery's contract and hired previous Golden State and former Dallas Mavericks coach Don Nelson to take over in his place.

Entering the 2006–07 season, the Warriors held the active record (12) for the most consecutive seasons without a playoff appearance (see Active NBA non-playoff appearance streaks). The 2006–07 season[image: External link] brought new hope to the Warriors and the Warriors faithful. Fans hoped that the Warriors will eventually find themselves among the NBA's elite with Don Nelson leading a healthy Baron Davis, an ever-improving Jason Richardson, and future stars Monta Ellis and Andris Biedriņš.

On January 17, 2007, Golden State traded Troy Murphy, Mike Dunleavy, Jr.[image: External link], Ike Diogu, and Keith McLeod to the Indiana Pacers for forward Al Harrington, forward/guard Stephen Jackson, guard Šarūnas Jasikevičius, and forward Josh Powell.[6] Many Warriors fans praised GM Chris Mullin for the trade for getting rid of considerable financial burdens in Dunleavy and Murphy. The Warriors now sought to "run and gun" their way to the playoffs with a more athletic and talented team. On January 24, the Warriors won their first game with their revamped roster, with encouraging play from Monta Ellis, Al Harrington, and Baron Davis against the New Jersey Nets, ending dramatically on a buzzer beater from Ellis.

On March 4, 2007, the Warriors suffered a 107–106 loss in Washington handing them their 6th straight loss when Gilbert Arenas hit a technical free throw with less than one second remaining. The loss dropped them to 26–35, a hole inspiring the squad to a point of total determination. March 4, 2007 marked the turning point in the Warriors season. The Warriors closed out the regular season (42–40) with a 16–5 ending run.[7] During the run, they beat Eastern top seed Detroit Pistons 111–93, snapping their 6-game losing streak and notching their first win on the tail end of a back-to-back. The Warriors also ended the Dallas Mavericks' 17-game win streak with five players recording double digits. "We Believe" became the Warriors' slogan for the last couple months of the season and the playoffs.[8]
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 2007 Playoffs




On April 22, 2007, the Warriors played their first playoff game in 13 years, and beat the Dallas Mavericks 97–85, holding MVP Dirk Nowitzki to just 4-of-16 shooting, making it 6 straight against the NBA-best, 67 game winners. But the Warriors were crushed by the Mavericks in Game 2 when both Baron Davis, sometimes referred to as "Boom Dizzle" by fans, and Stephen Jackson, also known as "Captain Jack", were ejected from the game. Then the Warriors bounced back by winning both Games 3 and 4 at home, putting Dallas on the brink of elimination. A close Game 5 saw the Mavericks eke out a 118–112 victory to send the 3–2 series back to California. The Warriors led by 9 with 2:41 left in the game, but Dallas scored 15 straight points. On May 3, 2007, the Warriors, with the help of their explosive third quarter, eliminated the Mavericks and became the first #8 seed to beat a #1 seed in a seven-game series. This was the Warriors' first playoff series win in 16 years. The Warriors went on to play the Utah Jazz[image: External link] in the second round of the 2006–07 playoffs.

Facing the Utah Jazz in the Conference Semifinals, the Warriors dropped two close games at EnergySolutions Arena to open the series. The Warriors had the chance to win both games late. In Game 1, Stephen Jackson missed a wide open 3 pointer that would have put the Warriors ahead with 6 seconds left. In Game 2, the Warriors led by 3 with 15 seconds left, but missed free throws allowed the Jazz to tie the game and eventually win in overtime. The series then shifted to the Oracle Arena, where the Warriors won Game 3 in a convincing blowout, 125–105. Baron Davis scored 32 points and electrified the crowd with a monster dunk on Jazz forward Andrei Kirilenko late in the fourth quarter. The Warriors went on to lose Game 4 at home, in what was their first loss in Oakland in well over a month. The Jazz closed out the Warriors in Game 5 in Salt Lake City[image: External link]. In the end, the physical play of the Jazz simply wore down the smaller Warriors.
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 2007–2008




See: 2007–08 Golden State Warriors season


After reestablishing itself as a playoff contender in the past season, the team set high expectations for itself. A much challenging year was foreseeable because the "We Believe" generation of Warriors had already gotten attention of the whole league. Shooting guard Jason Richardson was also traded to the Charlotte Bobcats for rookie Brandan Wright. To make things harder, Stephen Jackson received a 7-game suspension for his firearm incident. The absence of Jackson hurt the Warriors, as the team opened the season with six straight losses. Things immediately turned around with Jackson's return. The Warriors quickly fought back into playoff position. Monta Ellis's rise, Baron Davis's solid injury-free season (21.6 points, 8 assists, 4.6 rebounds per game),[9] and an overall improvement in chemistry, led to the good play of the team after Jackson's return. It was the first time the Warriors had three players average 20 points per game since the T-M-C era (Davis at 21.7, Ellis at 20.7, Jackson at 20.1).

On January 29, 2008, the Warriors signed Chris Webber[image: External link] for the rest of the season. But the Warriors offense was too fast for Webber and he ended up playing only nine games.[10] The team remained in playoff contention until the last week of the season. On April 14, 2008, the Warriors were officially eliminated from playoff contention after losing to the Phoenix Suns 122–116 in Phoenix. Despite finishing with a 48-34 record—their highest winning percentage in 14 years—they finished two games out of the playoffs in a conference where every playoff team won 50 games. The Warriors sold out nearly every home game during the season averaging 19,631 per game, the highest in team history.
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 Offseason




On June 30, 2008, Baron Davis opted out of the last year of his contract with Golden State. Days before July 9, when teams were officially allowed to sign free agents, he had verbally agreed to a five-year, $65 million deal with the Los Angeles Clippers.

To replace Davis, Golden State offered Gilbert Arenas and Elton Brand lucrative contracts, but Arenas re-signed with the Washington Wizards and Elton Brand signed with the Philadelphia 76ers. With the 14th pick of the 2008 NBA draft, the Warriors selected and signed Anthony Randolph out of LSU. On July 10, Golden State inked Clipper free agent Corey Maggette to a five-year, $50 million deal.

On July 19, 2008, the Warriors signed Ronny Turiaf from the Los Angeles Lakers. Also, on July 22, 2008, the Warriors acquired Marcus Williams[image: External link] from the New Jersey Nets for a future first-round draft pick. On July 24, 2008, the Warriors resigned Monta Ellis to a new 6-year contract worth $66 million, matched the Clippers' July 17, three year, $9 million offer for Kelenna Azubuike, and signed second round draft pick Richard Hendrix[image: External link]. On July 26, 2008, the Warriors also resigned Andris Biedrins with a six-year contract worth nearly $63 million (including bonuses).
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 2008–2009




On November 21, 2008, the Warriors traded forward Al Harrington to the New York Knicks for guard Jamal Crawford. On January 23, 2009, after missing 43 games due to injury and suspension, Monta Ellis returned in a loss to the Cleveland Cavaliers. He recorded 20 points to go with three rebounds, three assists, one steal and one block. On April 14, 2009, fans cheered as rookie Anthony Randolph scored 24 points with 16 boards to lead the Warriors to a 30-point loss against the San Antonio Spurs. As the youngest team in the NBA, the Warriors were ranked second in the league in scoring averaging 108.6 points per game. The Warriors had a disappointing 2008–2009 season, finishing 29–53. Their record can be largely attributed to the absence of Monta Ellis in the beginning of the season, injuries and the minimal experience of the young players such as CJ Watson[image: External link], Rob Kurz[image: External link], Anthony Morrow and Brandan Wright.

The Warriors' head coach Don Nelson often had to make adjustments to the starting lineups since many of the original starters missed games due to injuries. Nelson used various starting lineups during the season and it was difficult to predict who would start each game. Nelson stated at the beginning of the year that the 2008–09 season would be difficult, but saw tremendous growth among his young players, especially in rookie Anthony Randolph (14th pick in 2008 NBA draft from LSU[image: External link]). Randolph proved to be a consistent scoring threat, a strong defensive weapon and a promising player in the future. Lakers' forward Lamar Odom[image: External link], whom Randolph has often been compared to during the season, was even impressed with Randolph's ability and complimented his performances. Despite the team's losing record, the Warriors demonstrated that they could be a tough opponent with a healthy lineup and a strong bench. The Warriors showed that with leadership and improvement in their young players, they were able to defeat powerhouse teams (such as their 99–89 win over the defending NBA Champion Boston Celtics). With the full recovery of the Warriors' starters and continued growth of the young rookies, the Warriors hoped to be a playoff contender during the 2009–10 season.
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 2009–2010




On May 12, 2009, the Golden State Warriors decided not to renew the contract of General Manager Chris Mullin. Larry Riley[image: External link] took over as General Manager and drafted Stephen Curry with the 7th overall pick. In the 2009 offseason, the Warriors traded Jamal Crawford to the Atlanta Hawks for Acie Law and Speedy Claxton. Marco Belinelli[image: External link] was also traded during the offseason to the Toronto Raptors for Devean George[image: External link]. On August 31, 2009, the Warriors signed former Boston Celtics forward/center Mikki Moore[image: External link]. On November 16, 2009, Stephen Jackson and Acie Law were traded to the Charlotte Bobcats for Raja Bell and Vladimir Radmanovic. Four days later they signed center Chris Hunter.

On January 8, 2010, the Warriors waived Mikki Moore[image: External link]. During the month of January 2010, they signed two forwards to 10-day contracts which included, Cartier Martin[image: External link] from the Iowa Energy[image: External link], Anthony Tolliver from the Idaho Stampede, and guard Coby Karl[image: External link]. On February 7, Speedy Claxton was waived and the Warriors signed Tolliver for the rest of the year. The Warriors were granted another injury exception and signed Reggie Williams from the Sioux Skyforce to a 10-day contract on March 2, 2010, making it their fifth D-League call up this year, tying an NBA record. Ten days later, they signed Williams to another 10-day contract. The Warriors eventually waived guard Raja Bell in order to sign Williams for the rest of the year. After signing Williams, it was announced that the Golden State Warriors franchise would be on sale.

The Warriors finished the season 26-56, fourth in the Pacific Division.
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 2010–present




The Warriors drafted Ekpe Udoh with the 6th overall pick in 2010, and they improved during the 2010–11 season.
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 2011–2014: The Mark Jackson Era




The Warriors hired former New York Knicks point guard Mark Jackson as their next head coach before the 2011–12 season. They drafted Klay Thompson in the 1st round of the 2011 NBA Draft. During the season, they traded Monta Ellis to the Milwaukee Bucks for Andrew Bogut. These moves helped the Warriors move from the bottom of the West and into the playoffs. In the 2012–13 season, they made the playoffs and upset the Denver Nuggets in the first round. In the 2013–14 season, they lost an intense 7-game series to the Los Angeles Clippers in the first round.
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 2014–present: Steve Kerr Era




On May 14, 2014, the Golden State Warriors named Steve Kerr the team's head coach in a reported $25 million deal over five years. It is a first-time head-coaching position for Kerr, 48, a five-time NBA champion point guard who holds the all-time career record for accuracy in three-point shooting (.454). Kerr formerly served as president and general manager for the Phoenix Suns basketball team (2007 to 2010), and had most recently been working as an NBA broadcast analyst for Turner Network Television (TNT). In the 2014–15 season, they finished a franchise-best 67-15 as Stephen Curry was named MVP. In the playoffs, the Warriors swept New Orleans in the first round, then defeated Memphis in 6 and Houston in 5 to win the Western Conference championship. The Warriors advanced to their first Finals since 1975, playing against the Cleveland Cavaliers. After trailing 2-1, Golden State won the next 3 and the championship 4-2. Andre Iguodala, despite not starting any game before the Finals series, was named the Finals MVP.

The next year they set the record for most regular season wins in NBA history. They started the season 24-0. The beat the Rockets 4-1 in the first round despite the fact that Steph Curry only played 2 games in the series because of ankle and knee injuries. They beat the Portland Trailblazers 4-1 in the next round. Curry missed the first 3 games the knee injury suffered against the Rockets. They went 2-1 without him. He returned with a 40-point performance off the bench and they won game 5. They then fell behind 3-1 in the Western Conference Finals to the Oklahoma City Thunder before rallying to win three straight games and advance to the NBA Finals for the second straight year against the Cleveland Cavaliers. The Warriors jumped out to a 3-1 series lead. However, Game 5 with the turning point as the Warriors lost at home with Draymond Green being suspended for striking LeBron James in the groin. The Cavs won that game and game 6 in Cleveland to force a game 7. The Warriors lost game 7 93-89 at Oracle Arena.

After their Finals loss, they acquired former Most Valuable Player Kevin Durant of Oklahoma City in free agency.
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Peter A. Tyrrell





Peter A. Tyrrell (April 8, 1896 – May 8, 1973) was an entertainment entrepreneur in Philadelphia[image: External link], most prominently associated with the Philadelphia Arena. He was one of eleven founders of what eventually became the National Basketball Association, and was a founder and the first president of the Ice Capades[image: External link].[1][2]

In 1919, he became a sports publicist[image: External link] and established a 3,000 seat boxing[image: External link] arena in West Manayunk[image: External link], across the Schuylkill River[image: External link] from Philadelphia. At the time, the city of Philadelphia limited boxing contests to six rounds; since his arena was outside the city, he could, and did, stage 15-round bouts there. In 1929 he became a boxing matchmaker with the Philadelphia Arena, which at that time was the city's largest public entertainment venue. He later became publicist for the Arena, then served as its general manager from 1934–1958. In 1958, he and some associates bought the Arena, and Tyrrell became president and general manager. He held those positions until 1965, at which time the Arena was sold.[1]

At the Arena during the 1940s, Tyrrell organized what were considered to be the world's first televised ice show[image: External link], boxing match, basketball[image: External link] game, and ice hockey game. During five weeks in 1949 he arranged and promoted a welterweight[image: External link] boxing championship match between Sugar Ray Robinson[image: External link] and Kid Gavilán[image: External link].[1]

During his time with the Arena, Tyrrell "significantly enriched the variety of public entertainment in Philadelphia and elsewhere." He was one of the first to book the Shipstad and Johnson ice show, the success of this endeavor leading to the establishment of the Ice Follies[image: External link], one of the era's most successful entertainment shows. In 1940, he formed an association with ten Eastern sports arenas to finance the Ice Capades[image: External link], a show formed along the lines of the Ice Follies. Tyrrell became manager and president of the group, and was actively involved in its rehearsals, travels, and performances. He was a director of the Ice Capades until 1963 when the company was sold. During these years he convinced ice skating[image: External link] champion Sonja Henie[image: External link] to "turn professional." She made her professional debut at the Arena.[1][2]

Tyrrell was also involved in rodeos[image: External link], bringing Gene Autry[image: External link] and his rodeo for the first time to Philadelphia. When Autry left the show, Tyrrell replaced him with Roy Rogers[image: External link]. Tyrrell was known for bringing a wide range of entertainments to the Arena. Events held during his time there included the Johnny Weissmuller[image: External link] and Buster Crabbe[image: External link] swimming shows, roller derbies, billiards[image: External link] contests, six-day bicycle races[image: External link], dance marathons[image: External link], rocking chair derbies, furniture sales, automobile shows, an endurance race between men and horses, and performances by the Spanish Riding School[image: External link], the Moscow State Circus[image: External link], the Scots Guards Band[image: External link], Gracie Fields[image: External link], Bob Hope[image: External link], Nat King Cole[image: External link], Victor Borge[image: External link], Elvis Presley[image: External link], and Marian Anderson[image: External link].[1]

In addition to his promotional activities, Tyrrell was one of the founders of the Basketball Association of America (BAA), a forerunner of today's National Basketball Association. He briefly managed the Philadelphia Warriors professional basketball team, which won the BAA championship in 1946–1947. He also brought the Philadelphia Ramblers[image: External link] ice hockey team to Philadelphia as a New York Rangers[image: External link] farm club.[1]

Tyrrell received many awards from local groups for his charitable and fundraising activities. He won many trophies as an amateur golfer[image: External link], and was considered to be an exceptional pocket billiards[image: External link] player, playing exhibitions with many world champions.[1]
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Philadelphia Rockets





The Philadelphia Rockets were a minor professional ice hockey team based in the Philadelphia Arena in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania[image: External link]. The Rockets played for three seasons in American Hockey League from 1946 to 1949. Previously another Rockets team existed for the 1941–42 AHL season[image: External link], formerly known as the Philadelphia Ramblers[image: External link].

When the original Rockets folded in 1942, they were replaced by the Philadelphia Falcons[image: External link] of the Eastern Hockey League[image: External link]. In 1946, the Falcons were replaced by the second Rockets team in the AHL. Four members of the Falcons (Vic Lofvendahl, Harvey Jacklin, Clayton Lavell, George DeFilice), made the jump to the higher league.



Season-by-season results


	Philadelphia Falcons 1942–1946 (Eastern Hockey League[image: External link])

	Philadelphia Rockets 1946–1949 (American Hockey League)





	Season
	Games
	Won
	Lost
	Tied
	Points
	Goals

for
	Goals

against
	Standing
	Playoffs



	1942–43
	46
	17
	27
	2
	36
	167
	195
	5th, EHL
	Data unavailable



	1943–44
	45
	17
	23
	5
	39
	—-
	—-
	3rd, EHL
	Data unavailable



	1944–45
	48
	23
	21
	4
	50
	—-
	—-
	3rd, EHL
	Data unavailable



	1945–46
	52
	26
	21
	5
	57
	180
	186
	2nd, EHL
	Data unavailable



	1946–47[image: External link]
	64
	5
	52
	7
	17
	188
	400
	5th, East
	Out of Playoffs



	1947–48[image: External link]
	68
	22
	41
	5
	49
	260
	331
	4th, East
	Out of Playoffs



	1948–49[image: External link]
	68
	15
	48
	5
	35
	230
	407
	5th, East
	Out of Playoffs
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American Hockey League





The American Hockey League (AHL) is a 30-team professional[image: External link] ice hockey league based in the United States and Canada that serves as the primary developmental league[image: External link] for the National Hockey League (NHL).[2] Since the 2010–11 season[image: External link], every team in the league has an affiliation agreement with an NHL team; before then, one or two NHL teams would not have an AHL affiliate and so assigned players to AHL teams affiliated with other NHL teams. Twenty-seven AHL teams are located in the United States and the remaining three are in Canada. The league offices are located in Springfield, Massachusetts[image: External link], and its current president is David Andrews[image: External link].

The annual playoff champion is awarded the Calder Cup[image: External link], named for Frank Calder[image: External link], the first President (1917–1943) of the NHL. The reigning champions are the Lake Erie Monsters[image: External link] (since renamed as Cleveland Monsters).
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 History
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 Predecessor leagues




The AHL traces its origins directly to two predecessor professional leagues: the Canadian-American Hockey League[image: External link] (the "Can-Am" League), founded in 1926, and the first International Hockey League[image: External link], established in 1929. Although the Can-Am League never operated with more than six teams, the departure of the Boston Bruin Cubs[image: External link] after the 1935–36 season reduced it down to just four member clubs – Springfield Indians[image: External link], Philadelphia Ramblers[image: External link], Providence Reds[image: External link], and New Haven Eagles[image: External link] – for the first time in its history. At the same time, the then-rival IHL lost half of its eight members after the 1935–36 season, also leaving it with just four member teams: Buffalo Bisons[image: External link], Syracuse Stars[image: External link], Pittsburgh Hornets[image: External link] and Cleveland Falcons[image: External link].
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 1936–38




With both leagues down to the bare minimum in membership, the governors of each recognized the need for action to assure their member clubs' long-term survival. Their solution was to play an interlocking schedule. While the Can-Am was based in the Northeast and the IHL in the Great Lakes and Midwest, their footprints were close enough for this to be a viable option. The two older leagues' eight surviving clubs began joint play in November 1936 as a new two-division "circuit of mutual convenience" known as the International-American Hockey League. The four Can-Am teams became the I-AHL East Division, with the IHL quartet playing as the West Division. The IHL also contributed its former championship trophy, the F. G. "Teddy" Oke Trophy[image: External link], which would go to the regular-season winners of the merged league's West Division until 1952. The Oke Trophy is now awarded to the regular-season winners of the AHL's Northeast Division.

A little more than a month into that first season, the balance and symmetry of the new combined circuit suffered a setback when its membership unexpectedly fell to seven teams. The West's Buffalo Bisons were forced to cease operations on December 6, 1936, after playing just 11 games, because of what proved to be insurmountable financial problems and lack of access to a suitable arena; the Bisons' original arena, Peace Bridge Arena[image: External link], had collapsed the previous season. (A new Buffalo Bisons[image: External link] would return in 1940 after a new arena[image: External link] was constructed for them.) The makeshift new I-AHL played out the rest of its first season (as well as all of the next) with just seven teams.

At the end of the 1936–37 season, a modified three-round playoff format was devised and a new championship trophy, the Calder Cup[image: External link], was established. The Syracuse Stars defeated the Philadelphia Ramblers in the final, three-games-to-one, to win the first-ever Calder Cup championship. The Calder Cup continues on today as the AHL's playoff championship trophy.
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 Formal consolidation of the I-AHL




After two seasons of interlocking play, the governors of the two leagues' seven active teams met in New York City on June 28, 1938, and agreed that it was time to formally consolidate. Maurice Podoloff[image: External link] of New Haven, the former head of the Can-Am League, was elected the I-AHL's first president. The former IHL president, John Chick of Windsor, Ontario[image: External link], became vice-president in charge of officials.

The new I-AHL also added an eighth franchise at the 1938 meeting to fill the void in its membership left by the loss of Buffalo two years earlier with the admission of the then two-time defending Eastern Amateur Hockey League[image: External link] (EAHL) champion Hershey Bears[image: External link].[3] The Bears remain the only one of these eight original I-AHL/AHL franchises to have been represented in the league without interruption since the 1938–39 season. The newly merged circuit also increased its regular-season schedule for each team by six games from 48 to 54.
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 Contraction, resurrection, and expansion




After the 1939–40 season the I-AHL renamed itself the American Hockey League. It generally enjoyed both consistent success on the ice and relative financial stability over its first three decades of operation. In the late 1960s and early 1970s, however, the cost of doing business in professional ice hockey began to rise sharply with NHL expansion and relocation (a process which involved the placing of teams in Pittsburgh and Buffalo, forcing two long-time AHL clubs, the Pittsburgh Hornets and Buffalo Bisons, to fold) and especially the 1972 formation of the World Hockey Association[image: External link] (WHA), which forced the relocation and subsequent folding of the Cleveland Barons[image: External link], Baltimore Clippers[image: External link] and Quebec Aces[image: External link]. The number of major-league teams competing for players rose from six to thirty in just seven years. Player salaries at all levels shot up dramatically with the increased demand and competition for their services.

This did not seem to affect the AHL at first, as it expanded to 12 teams by 1970. However, to help compensate for the rise in player salaries, many NHL clubs cut back on the number of players they kept under contract for development, and players under AHL contracts could now also demand much higher paychecks to remain with their clubs. As a result, half of the AHL's teams folded from 1974 to 1977. The league bottomed out in the summer of 1977 with news that the Rhode Island (formerly Providence) Reds – the last remaining uninterrupted franchise from the 1936–37 season, and the oldest continuously operating minor league franchise in North America – had decided to cease operations after 51 years in Rhode Island.

The AHL appeared in serious danger of folding altogether if this downward trend was not reversed. However, two events in the fall of 1977 helped reverse the trend. The first of these was the decision of the NHL's Philadelphia Flyers[image: External link] to return to the league as a team owner, and the second was the unexpected collapse of the North American Hockey League[image: External link] just weeks before the start of the 1977–78 season.

The Flyers' new AHL franchise became the immediately successful Maine Mariners[image: External link], which brought the new AHL city of Portland, Maine[image: External link] both the regular-season and Calder Cup playoff titles in each of that club's first two seasons of operation. The folding of the NAHL, meanwhile, suddenly left two of its stronger teams, the Philadelphia Firebirds[image: External link] and Binghamton, New York[image: External link]-based Broome Dusters[image: External link], without a league to play in. The owners of the Dusters solved their problem by buying the Reds franchise and moving it to Binghamton as the Binghamton Dusters[image: External link], while the Firebirds crossed over to the AHL from the NAHL. The Dusters and Firebirds, together with the Hampton Gulls[image: External link] (who had joined the league from the Southern Hockey League[image: External link]), boosted the AHL to nine member clubs as the 1977–78 season opened. Hampton folded on February 10, 1978, but was replaced the next year by the New Brunswick Hawks[image: External link]. With franchise stability improving after the demise of the WHA in 1979, the league continued to grow steadily over the years, reaching 20 clubs by the 2000–01 season.
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 Absorption of the IHL




In 2001–02, the AHL's membership jumped dramatically to 27 teams, mostly by the absorption of six teams – Milwaukee[image: External link], Chicago[image: External link], Houston[image: External link], Utah[image: External link], Manitoba[image: External link], and Grand Rapids[image: External link] – from the International Hockey League[image: External link]. The IHL had established itself as the second top-level minor league circuit in North America, but folded in 2001 due to financial problems. One oddity caused by the AHL's 2001 expansion was that the league had two teams with the same nickname: the Milwaukee Admirals and the Norfolk Admirals[image: External link]. The latter team transferred to the league from the mid-level ECHL[image: External link] in 2000. This situation lasted until the end of the 2014–15 season when the Norfolk team moved to San Diego and was replaced by another ECHL team with the same name.

The Utah Grizzlies suspended operations after the 2004–05 season (the franchise was sold in 2006 and returned to the ice in Cleveland in 2007[image: External link] as the Lake Erie Monsters[image: External link]). The Chicago Wolves ( 2002[image: External link], 2008[image: External link]), Houston Aeros ( 2003[image: External link]), Milwaukee Admirals ( 2004[image: External link]), and Grand Rapids Griffins ( 2013[image: External link]) have all won Calder Cup titles since joining the AHL from the IHL. Chicago and Milwaukee have also made multiple trips to the Calder Cup Finals, and Houston made their second Finals appearance in 2011.

The Manitoba Moose moved to St. John's, Newfoundland and Labrador[image: External link] in 2011 and were renamed the St. John's IceCaps[image: External link] after the NHL's Atlanta Thrashers[image: External link] moved to Winnipeg as the second incarnation of the Winnipeg Jets[image: External link]. In 2013, Houston moved to Des Moines, Iowa to become the Iowa Wild[image: External link]. This left Chicago, Grand Rapids and Milwaukee as the only ex-IHL teams still in their original cities until the 2015 relocations when the IceCaps moved back to Winnipeg as the Manitoba Moose.
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 NHL influence and western shift




Beginning with the 2015–16 season[image: External link], eleven franchises have since relocated or will relocate due to NHL parent clubs' greater influence on their development teams and players. Of the eleven relocated franchises, eight were relocated because they were directly owned by NHL teams and the NHL parent club wished to make call-ups from the AHL more practical by having closer affiliates.

In January 2015, the AHL announced the relocation of five existing AHL franchises – Adirondack[image: External link], Manchester[image: External link], Norfolk[image: External link], Oklahoma City[image: External link], and Worcester[image: External link] – to California as the basis for a new "Pacific Division" becoming Stockton, Ontario, San Diego, Bakersfield, and San Jose respectively.[4] The relocated teams were all affiliated and owned or purchased by teams in the NHL's Pacific Division[image: External link].

In March 2015, the AHL then announced two more relocations involving Canadian teams[5] with the St. John's IceCaps[image: External link] going back to Winnipeg[image: External link] as the Manitoba Moose[image: External link] and the Hamilton Bulldogs[image: External link] becoming another iteration of the IceCaps to fulfill the arena contract in St. John's.

For the 2016–17 season[image: External link], two more moves were announced. The Springfield Falcons[image: External link] franchise was purchased by the Arizona Coyotes[image: External link] and relocated to become the Tucson Roadrunners[image: External link] and join the one-year-old Pacific Division. The Falcons were subsequently replaced by the Springfield Thunderbirds[image: External link], the relocated Portland Pirates[image: External link] franchise under a new ownership group.

For the 2017–18 season[image: External link], the Montreal Canadiens[image: External link]' owned IceCaps will relocate to the Montreal suburb of Laval, Quebec[image: External link], and become the Laval Rocket[image: External link].[6] The Binghamton Senators[image: External link] was purchased by the Ottawa Senators[image: External link] and will be relocated to Belleville, Ontario[image: External link], to become the Belleville Senators[image: External link].[7] To replace the B-Sens, the New Jersey Devils[image: External link]' owned Albany Devils[image: External link] will be relocated to become the Binghamton Devils[image: External link].[8]
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 Teams





	Notes





	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa Franchise has moved in the past; see AHL membership timeline below[image: External link] or the team's main article for further information.


	
^ a b c Relocating at the end of the 2016–17 season; see the team's main article for more information.
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 AHL teams of the past and present






	
Buffalo Bisons[image: External link](1) (1936; folded)

	
Cleveland Falcons[image: External link] (1936–37; renamed the Cleveland Barons)

	
New Haven Eagles[image: External link] (1936–43; folded during World War II resurrected 1945)

	
Philadelphia Ramblers[image: External link] (1936–41, renamed Philadelphia Rockets)

	
Pittsburgh Hornets[image: External link] (1936–56; went on hiatus to wait for new arena, returned 1961)

	
Providence Reds[image: External link] (1936–76; renamed Rhode Island Reds)

	
Springfield Indians[image: External link] (1936–42; suspended during World War II; returned 1946)

	
Syracuse Stars[image: External link] (1936–40; became Buffalo Bisons)

	
Cleveland Barons[image: External link] (1937–1973; became Jacksonville Barons)

	
Hershey Bears[image: External link] (1938–present)

	
Indianapolis Capitals[image: External link] (1939–52; folded)

	
Buffalo Bisons[image: External link](2) (1940–70; folded)

	
Philadelphia Rockets (1941–42) folded

	
Washington Lions[image: External link] (1941–43; folded)

	
St. Louis Flyers[image: External link] (1944–53; folded)

	
New Haven Eagles[image: External link] (1945–46, renamed New Haven Ramblers)

	
Springfield Indians[image: External link] (1946–51; became Syracuse Warriors)

	
Philadelphia Rockets (1946–49; folded)

	
New Haven Ramblers[image: External link] (1946–50, renamed New Haven Eagles)

	
Washington Lions[image: External link] (1947–49; became Cincinnati Mohawks)

	
Cincinnati Mohawks[image: External link] (1949–52; transferred to IHL[image: External link])

	
New Haven Eagles[image: External link] (1950–51, folded)

	
Syracuse Warriors[image: External link] (1951–54; became Springfield Indians)

	
Springfield Indians[image: External link] (1954–67; renamed Springfield Kings)

	
Rochester Americans[image: External link] (1956–present)

	
Quebec Aces[image: External link] (1959–71; became Richmond Robins)

	
Pittsburgh Hornets[image: External link] (1961–67; folded)

	
Baltimore Clippers[image: External link] (1962–76; folded)

	
Springfield Kings[image: External link] (1967–74; renamed Springfield Indians)

	
Montreal Voyageurs[image: External link] (1969–71; became Nova Scotia Voyageurs)

	
Nova Scotia Voyageurs[image: External link] (1971–84; became Sherbrooke Canadiens)

	
Boston Braves[image: External link] (1971–74; suspended, became Moncton Hawks)

	
Cincinnati Swords[image: External link] (1971–74; folded)

	
Richmond Robins[image: External link] (1971–76; folded)

	
Tidewater Wings[image: External link] (1971–72; played in Norfolk; renamed Virginia Wings)

	
Virginia Wings[image: External link] (1972–75; played in Norfolk; became Adirondack Red Wings)

	
Jacksonville Barons[image: External link] (1973–74; folded, franchise purchased and became Syracuse Eagles)

	
New Haven Nighthawks[image: External link] (1972–92; became New Haven Senators)

	
Springfield Indians[image: External link] (1974–94; became Worcester IceCats)

	
Syracuse Eagles[image: External link] (1974–75; folded)

	
Rhode Island Reds[image: External link] (1976–77; became Binghamton Dusters)

	
Hampton Gulls[image: External link] (1977–78; folded midseason)

	
Binghamton Dusters[image: External link] (1977–80; renamed Binghamton Whalers)

	
Maine Mariners[image: External link] (1977–92; original franchise became Utica Devils; expansion franchise became Providence Bruins)

	
Philadelphia Firebirds[image: External link] (1977–79; became Syracuse Firebirds)

	
New Brunswick Hawks[image: External link] (1978–82; became St. Catharines Saints)

	
Adirondack Red Wings[image: External link] (1979–99; became San Antonio Rampage)

	
Syracuse Firebirds[image: External link] (1979–80; folded)

	
Binghamton Whalers[image: External link] (1980–90; renamed Binghamton Rangers)

	
Erie Blades[image: External link] (1981–82; merged into Baltimore Skipjacks)

	
Fredericton Express[image: External link] (1981–88; became Halifax Citadels)

	
Baltimore Skipjacks[image: External link] (1982–93; became Portland Pirates)

	
Moncton Alpines[image: External link] (1982–84; renamed Moncton Golden Flames)

	
Sherbrooke Jets[image: External link] (1982–84; folded)

	
St. Catharines Saints[image: External link] (1982–86; became Newmarket Saints)

	
Nova Scotia Oilers[image: External link] (1984–88; became Cape Breton Oilers)

	
Sherbrooke Canadiens[image: External link] (1984–90; became Fredericton Canadiens)

	
Moncton Golden Flames[image: External link] (1984–87; folded)

	
Newmarket Saints[image: External link] (1986–91; became St. John's Maple Leafs)

	
Moncton Hawks[image: External link] (1987–94; folded)

	
Utica Devils[image: External link] (1987–93; became Saint John Flames)

	
Cape Breton Oilers[image: External link] (1988–96; became Hamilton Bulldogs)

	
Halifax Citadels[image: External link] (1988–93; became Cornwall Aces)

	
Binghamton Rangers[image: External link] (1990–97; became Hartford Wolf Pack)

	
Capital District Islanders[image: External link] (1990–93; became Albany River Rats)

	
Fredericton Canadiens[image: External link] (1990–99; became Quebec Citadelles)

	
St. John's Maple Leafs[image: External link] (1991–2005; became Toronto Marlies)

	
Providence Bruins[image: External link] (1992–present)

	
Hamilton Canucks[image: External link] (1992–94; became Syracuse Crunch)

	
New Haven Senators[image: External link] (1992–93; became Prince Edward Island Senators)

	
Albany River Rats[image: External link] (1993–2010; became Charlotte Checkers)

	
Portland Pirates[image: External link] (1993–2016, became Springfield Thunderbirds)

	
Prince Edward Island Senators[image: External link] (1993–96; became Binghamton Senators)

	
Saint John Flames[image: External link] (1993–2003; became Omaha Ak-Sar-Ben Knights)

	
Cornwall Aces[image: External link] (1993–96; became Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins)

	
Springfield Falcons[image: External link] (1994–2016; became Tucson Roadrunners)

	
Syracuse Crunch[image: External link] (1994–present)

	
Worcester IceCats[image: External link] (1994–2005; became Peoria Rivermen)

	
Baltimore Bandits[image: External link] (1995–97; became Cincinnati Mighty Ducks)

	
Carolina Monarchs[image: External link] (1995–97; became Beast of New Haven)

	
Philadelphia Phantoms[image: External link] (1996–2009; became Adirondack Phantoms)

	
Hamilton Bulldogs[image: External link] (1996–2015; became second version of the St. John's IceCaps)

	
Kentucky Thoroughblades[image: External link] (1996–2001; became Cleveland Barons)

	
Cincinnati Mighty Ducks[image: External link] (1997–2005; became Rockford IceHogs)

	
Beast of New Haven[image: External link] (1997–99; folded)

	
Hartford Wolf Pack[image: External link] (1997–2010, 2013–present; became Connecticut Whale from 2010–13)

	
Lowell Lock Monsters[image: External link] (1998–2006; became Lowell Devils)

	
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins[image: External link] (1999–present)

	
Louisville Panthers[image: External link] (1999–2001; became Iowa Stars)

	
Quebec Citadelles[image: External link] (1999–2002; merged with Hamilton Bulldogs)

	
Norfolk Admirals[image: External link] (2000–2015; became the San Diego Gulls)

	
Bridgeport Sound Tigers[image: External link] (2001–present)

	
Chicago Wolves[image: External link] (2001–present)

	
Grand Rapids Griffins[image: External link] (2001–present)

	
Houston Aeros[image: External link] (2001–2013; became Iowa Wild)

	
Manchester Monarchs[image: External link] (2001–2015; became the Ontario Reign)

	
Milwaukee Admirals[image: External link] (2001–present)

	
Cleveland Barons[image: External link] (2001–06; became Worcester Sharks)

	
Manitoba Moose[image: External link] (2001–11, 2015–present; were the St. John's IceCaps from 2011–2015)

	
Utah Grizzlies[image: External link] (2001–05; became Lake Erie Monsters)

	
Binghamton Senators[image: External link] (2002–present; will become the Belleville Senators in 2017)

	
San Antonio Rampage[image: External link] (2002–present)

	
Toronto Roadrunners[image: External link] (2003–04; split from Hamilton Bulldogs, became Edmonton Road Runners)

	
Edmonton Road Runners[image: External link] (2004–05; dormant 2005–2010, became Oklahoma City Barons)

	
Iowa Stars[image: External link] (2005–08; became Iowa Chops)

	
Omaha Ak-Sar-Ben Knights[image: External link] (2005–07; became Quad City Flames)

	
Peoria Rivermen[image: External link] (2005–13; became Utica Comets)

	
Toronto Marlies[image: External link] (2005–present)

	
Lowell Devils[image: External link] (2006–10; became Albany Devils)

	
Worcester Sharks[image: External link] (2006–2015; became the San Jose Barracuda)

	
Lake Erie Monsters[image: External link] (2007–2016; became Cleveland Monsters)

	
Quad City Flames[image: External link] (2007–09; became Abbotsford Heat)

	
Rockford IceHogs[image: External link] (2007–present)

	
Iowa Chops[image: External link] (2008–09; became Texas Stars)

	
Adirondack Phantoms[image: External link] (2009–14; became Lehigh Valley Phantoms)

	
Texas Stars[image: External link] (2009–present)

	
Abbotsford Heat[image: External link] (2009–14; became Adirondack Flames)

	
Albany Devils[image: External link] (2010–present; will become the Binghamton Devils in 2017)

	
Charlotte Checkers[image: External link] (2010–present)

	
Oklahoma City Barons[image: External link] (2010–2015; became the Bakersfield Condors)

	
Connecticut Whale[image: External link] (2010–13; reverted to Hartford Wolf Pack)

	
St. John's IceCaps[image: External link] (2011–present; original franchise became the Manitoba Moose in 2015, second franchise will become the Laval Rocket in 2017)

	
Iowa Wild[image: External link] (2013–present)

	
Utica Comets[image: External link] (2013–present)

	
Adirondack Flames[image: External link] (2014–2015; became the Stockton Heat)

	
Lehigh Valley Phantoms[image: External link] (2014–present)

	
Bakersfield Condors (2015–present)

	
Ontario Reign (2015–present)

	
San Diego Gulls (2015–present)

	
San Jose Barracuda (2015–present)

	
Stockton Heat (2015–present)

	
Cleveland Monsters[image: External link] (2016–present)

	
Springfield Thunderbirds[image: External link] (2016–present)

	
Tucson Roadrunners[image: External link] (2016–present)

	
Belleville Senators[image: External link] (Beginning in the 2017–18 season)

	
Binghamton Devils[image: External link] (Beginning in the 2017–18 season)

	
Laval Rocket[image: External link] (Beginning in the 2017–18 season)
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 All-Star Game




The American Hockey League first held an All-Star Game in the 1941–42 season. The event was not played again until the 1954–55 season, and was then held annually until the 1959–60 season. In the 1994–95 season, the AHL revived the events again, and has been played every season since. The skills competition was first introduced for the 1995–96 season. From 1996 to 2010, the game took place between a team of players born outside of Canada and a team of players born within Canada. The All-Star Game was replaced by an all-star challenge between the league's divisions from the 2015-16 season onward. The challenge consists of six round-robin games between the league's divisions; the top two divisions in the challenge's round-robin phase advance to a six-minute championship game. The winning division of the championship game is declared the winner of the all-star challenge.



	Date
	Arena
	City
	Winner
	Score
	Runner-up



	January 30, 2017
	PPL Center[image: External link]
	Allentown, Pennsylvania[image: External link]
	Round robin results:

Central 1–2 Atlantic

Pacific 3–6 North

Central 2–1 North (SO)

Pacific 1–6 Atlantic

Pacific 3–5 Central

North 0–2 Atlantic



	Central Division
	1–0 (SO)
	Atlantic Division



	February 1, 2016
	Onondaga War Memorial Arena[image: External link]
	Syracuse, New York[image: External link]
	Round robin results:

Pacific 0–1 North

Central 2–1 Atlantic (SO)

Central 4–2 North

Pacific 1–2 Atlantic

Central 4–6 Pacific

Atlantic 4–1 North



	Central Division
	4–0
	Atlantic Division



	January 26, 2015
	Utica Memorial Auditorium[image: External link]
	Utica, New York[image: External link]
	West All-Stars
	14–12
	East All-Stars



	February 12, 2014
	Mile One Centre[image: External link]
	St. John's, NL[image: External link]
	AHL All-Stars[image: External link]
	7–2
	Färjestad BK[image: External link]



	January 28, 2013
	Dunkin' Donuts Center[image: External link]
	Providence, Rhode Island[image: External link]
	West All-Stars
	7–6
	East All-Stars



	January 30, 2012
	Boardwalk Hall[image: External link]
	Atlantic City, New Jersey[image: External link]
	West All-Stars
	8–7 (SO)
	East All-Stars



	January 31, 2011
	Giant Center[image: External link]
	Hershey, Pennsylvania[image: External link]
	East All-Stars
	11–8
	West All-Stars



	January 19, 2010
	Cumberland County Civic Center[image: External link]
	Portland, Maine[image: External link]
	Canada
	10–9 (SO)
	PlanetUSA



	January 26, 2009
	DCU Center[image: External link]
	Worcester, Massachusetts[image: External link]
	PlanetUSA
	14–11
	Canada



	January 28, 2008
	Broome County Veterans Memorial Arena[image: External link]
	Binghamton, New York[image: External link]
	Canada
	9–8 (SO)
	PlanetUSA



	January 29, 2007
	Ricoh Coliseum[image: External link]
	Toronto[image: External link]
	PlanetUSA
	7–6
	Canada



	February 1, 2006
	MTS Centre[image: External link]
	Winnipeg[image: External link]
	Canada
	9–4
	PlanetUSA



	February 14, 2005
	Verizon Wireless Arena[image: External link]
	Manchester, New Hampshire[image: External link]
	PlanetUSA
	5–4
	Canada



	February 9, 2004
	Van Andel Arena[image: External link]
	Grand Rapids, Michigan[image: External link]
	Canada
	9–5
	PlanetUSA



	February 3, 2003
	Cumberland County Civic Center[image: External link]
	Portland, Maine[image: External link]
	Canada
	10–7
	PlanetUSA



	February 14, 2002
	Mile One Stadium[image: External link]
	St. John's, NF[image: External link]
	Canada
	13–11
	PlanetUSA



	January 15, 2001
	First Union Arena at Casey Plaza[image: External link]
	Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania[image: External link]
	Canada
	11–10
	PlanetUSA



	January 17, 2000
	Blue Cross Arena[image: External link]
	Rochester, New York[image: External link]
	Canada
	8–3
	PlanetUSA



	January 25, 1999
	First Union Center[image: External link]
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	PlanetUSA
	5–4 (SO)
	Canada



	February 11, 1998
	Onondaga War Memorial Arena[image: External link]
	Syracuse, New York[image: External link]
	Canada
	11–10
	PlanetUSA



	January 16, 1997
	Harbour Station[image: External link]
	Saint John, NB[image: External link]
	World
	3–2 (SO)
	Canada



	January 16, 1996
	Hersheypark Arena
	Hershey, Pennsylvania[image: External link]
	USA
	6–5
	Canada



	January 17, 1995
	Providence Civic Center[image: External link]
	Providence, Rhode Island[image: External link]
	Canada
	6–4
	USA



	December 10, 1959
	Eastern States Coliseum[image: External link]
	West Springfield, Massachusetts[image: External link]
	Springfield Indians
	8–3
	AHL All-Stars



	January 15, 1959
	Hershey Sports Arena
	Hershey, Pennsylvania
	Hershey Bears
	5–2
	AHL All-Stars



	October 6, 1957
	Rochester Community War Memorial[image: External link]
	Rochester, New York
	AHL All-Stars
	5–2
	Cleveland Barons



	October 23, 1956
	Rhode Island Auditorium[image: External link]
	Providence, Rhode Island
	Providence Reds
	4–0
	AHL All-Stars



	January 10, 1956
	Duquesne Gardens[image: External link]
	Pittsburgh[image: External link]
	AHL All-Stars
	4–4
	Pittsburgh Hornets



	October 27, 1954
	Hershey Sports Arena
	Hershey, Pennsylvania
	AHL All-Stars
	7–3
	Cleveland Barons



	February 3, 1942
	Cleveland Arena[image: External link]
	Cleveland, Ohio[image: External link]
	East All-Stars
	5–4
	West All-Stars
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 Outdoor games




See: AHL Outdoor Classic[image: External link]


Since the 2009–10 season, at least one team in the AHL has hosted an outdoor ice hockey game[image: External link] each year. The Syracuse Crunch was the first organization to put on an outdoor game in the AHL on February 20, 2010, building a rink at the New York State Fairgrounds in Syracuse, New York, and packing a record 21,508 fans in for the Mirabito Outdoor Classic[image: External link] against the Binghamton Senators. The contest, which was also televised to an international audience on NHL Network[image: External link], was won by the Crunch, 2–1.

The Connecticut Whale hosted the Whale Bowl[image: External link]—the AHL's second outdoor game—on February 19, 2011, as part of a 10-day Whalers Hockey Fest at Rentschler Field[image: External link] in East Hartford, Conn. Attendance for Connecticut's game against the Providence Bruins was announced at 21,673, the largest in AHL history to that point. Providence won, 5–4, in a shootout.

On January 6, 2012, the largest crowd in AHL history saw the Adirondack Phantoms defeat the Hershey Bears, 4–3, in overtime before 45,653 fans at Citizens Bank Park[image: External link] in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, as the final event of the week-long activities associated with the 2012 NHL Winter Classic[image: External link], which also included a game between the Philadelphia Flyers and the New York Rangers[image: External link] on Jan 2 and an alumni game between retired players (including eight honored members of the Hockey Hall of Fame[image: External link]) of those two clubs on December 31, 2011. The contest was the third outdoor game in AHL history and it more than doubled the league's previous single-game attendance mark.

On January 21, 2012, the Steeltown Showdown between Ontario rivals the Toronto Marlies[image: External link] and Hamilton Bulldogs[image: External link] was held at Ivor Wynne Stadium[image: External link] in Hamilton, Ont., with the Marlies winning 7–2 in front of 20,565 fans, the largest crowd ever for an AHL game in Canada. The AHL game was preceded the previous night by a game between Toronto Maple Leafs[image: External link] and Montreal Canadiens[image: External link] alumni.

Two outdoor games were announced for the 2012–13 AHL season, but a meeting between the Grand Rapids Griffins and Toronto Marlies at Comerica Park[image: External link] in Detroit as part of the festivities surrounding the NHL Winter Classic[image: External link] was not held because of the cancellation of the NHL Winter Classic. On January 20, 2013, the Hershey Bears and Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins met outdoors at Hersheypark Stadium[image: External link] in Hershey, Pa. The Penguins earned a 2–1 overtime victory in front of 17,311 fans.

The Rochester Americans[image: External link] hosted an outdoor game in 2013–14, the Frozen Frontier[image: External link], which was held at Frontier Field[image: External link] in Rochester on December 13, 2013. The Americans took a 5–4 decision in a shootout against the Lake Erie Monsters before a standing-room crowd of 11,015 fans. A year after their originally scheduled date, the Griffins and Marlies played at Comerica Park on December 30, 2013, and Toronto prevailed in a shootout, 4–3, becoming the first AHL team ever with two outdoor wins. Attendance in Detroit was 20,337.

As part of the recent addition of the Pacific Division the AHL played its first outdoor hockey game in California during the 2015–16 season called the Golden State Hockey Rush. On December 18, 2015, the Stockton Heat hosted the Bakersfield Condors at Raley Field[image: External link] in West Sacramento, California[image: External link]. Stockton defeated Bakersfield 3–2 in front of 9,357 fans.[9]

For the second consecutive season the AHL played an outdoor game in California. The Bakersfield Condors were named as hosts for their second outdoor game against the Ontario Reign to be held on January 7, 2017, at Bakersfield College's Memorial Stadium[image: External link] and was called the Condorstown Outdoor Classic.[10] Despite sometimes heavy rain during the first period, the game went on as scheduled and the Condors defeated the Reign 3–2 in overtime.
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 AHL Hall of Fame




See: AHL Hall of Fame[image: External link]


The formation of an American Hockey League Hall of Fame was announced by the league on December 15, 2005, created to recognize, honor and celebrate individuals for their outstanding achievements and contributions specifically in the AHL.[11]
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 Trophies and awards




The following is a list of awards of the American Hockey League. The year the award was first handed out is listed in parentheses.
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 Individual awards





	
Les Cunningham Award[image: External link] – Most valuable player ( 1947–48[image: External link])


	
John B. Sollenberger Trophy[image: External link] – Top point scorer ( 1947–48[image: External link])


	
Willie Marshall Award[image: External link] – Top goal scorer ( 2003–04[image: External link])


	
Dudley "Red" Garrett Memorial Award[image: External link] – Rookie of the year ( 1947–48[image: External link])


	
Eddie Shore Award[image: External link] – Defenceman of the year ( 1958–59[image: External link])


	
Aldege "Baz" Bastien Memorial Award[image: External link] – Best Goaltender ( 1983–84[image: External link])


	
Harry "Hap" Holmes Memorial Award[image: External link] – Lowest Goals against average ( 1947–48[image: External link])


	
Louis A.R. Pieri Memorial Award[image: External link] – Coach of the year ( 1967–68[image: External link])


	
Fred T. Hunt Memorial Award[image: External link] – Sportsmanship / Perseverance ( 1977–78[image: External link])


	
Yanick Dupre Memorial Award[image: External link] – Community Service Award ( 1997–98[image: External link])


	
Jack A. Butterfield Trophy[image: External link] – MVP of the playoffs ( 1983–84[image: External link])
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 Team awards





	
Calder Cup[image: External link] – Playoffs champions ( 1936–37[image: External link])


	
Richard F. Canning Trophy[image: External link] – Eastern Conference playoff champions ( 1989–90[image: External link])


	
Robert W. Clarke Trophy[image: External link] – Western Conference playoff champions ( 1989–90[image: External link])


	
Macgregor Kilpatrick Trophy[image: External link] – Regular season champions, League ( 1997–98[image: External link])


	
Frank Mathers Trophy[image: External link] – Regular Season champions, Eastern Conference ( 1995–96[image: External link])


	
Norman R. "Bud" Poile Trophy[image: External link] – Regular Season champions, Western Conference ( 2001–02[image: External link])


	
Emile Francis Trophy[image: External link] – Regular Season champions, Atlantic Division ( 2001–02[image: External link])


	
F. G. "Teddy" Oke Trophy[image: External link] – Regular Season champions, North Division ( 1936–37[image: External link])†


	
Sam Pollock Trophy[image: External link] – Regular Season champions, Central Division ( 1995–96[image: External link])


	
John D. Chick Trophy[image: External link] – Regular Season champions, Pacific Division ( 1961–62[image: External link])




† Trophy predates American Hockey League, established 1926–27 in the Canadian Professional Hockey League[image: External link].
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 Other awards





	
James C. Hendy Memorial Award[image: External link] – Executive of the Year ( 1961–62[image: External link])


	
Thomas Ebright Memorial Award[image: External link] – Outstanding career contributions ( 1997–98[image: External link])


	
James H. Ellery Memorial Awards[image: External link] – Outstanding media coverage ( 1964–65[image: External link])


	
Ken McKenzie Award[image: External link] – Marketing Executive of the Year ( 1978–79[image: External link])


	
Michael Condon Memorial Award[image: External link] – Outstanding service, On-ice official ( 2001–02[image: External link])


	
President's Awards[image: External link] – two annual awards given out by the AHL. The first award is presented to an AHL organization and recognizes "excellence in all areas off the ice." The second is given to a player as recognition of outstanding accomplishments in that year ( 2008–09[image: External link])




Sources:


	AHL Hall of Fame[image: External link]

	hockeydb.com[image: External link]
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 See also





	American Hockey Association (1926–1942)[image: External link]

	List of AHL seasons[image: External link]

	Minor league[image: External link]

	
Professional Hockey Players' Association[image: External link], the collective bargaining union for AHL players

	Sports league attendances[image: External link]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ "Calder Cup Record Book"[image: External link], theahl.com


	
^ Scott, Jon C. (2006). Hockey Night in Dixie: Minor Pro Hockey in the American South. Heritage House Publishing Company Ltd. p. xvii. ISBN  1-894974-21-2[image: External link].


	
^ "Hershey In Hockey League: Admitted to Circuit as American-International Loops Unite"[image: External link] The Philadelphia Record, June 29, 1938


	
^ "AHL approves formation of Pacific Division"[image: External link]. AHL. January 29, 2015.


	
^ "AHL announces franchise transactions"[image: External link]. AHL. March 12, 2015.


	
^ "Montreal Canadiens' farm team relocating to St. John's next season"[image: External link]. The Compass. March 12, 2015. Retrieved March 13, 2015.


	
^ "Sens Owner Purchases AHL Team Partners W/ Belleville"[image: External link]. Ottawa Senators. September 26, 2016.


	
^ New Jersey Devils to Relocate Affiliate to Binghamton, NY for 2017-18 Season - BinghamtonSenators.com[image: External link]


	
^ "Grant, Kylington and Shore Lead Heat to 3-2 Win at Raley Field"[image: External link]. Stockton Heat. December 19, 2015. Retrieved January 20, 2016.


	
^ "Condors bringing outdoor hockey to Memorial Stadium"[image: External link]. Bakersfield.com. August 23, 2016.


	
^ "AHL Hall of Fame announces Class of '15"[image: External link]. Retrieved January 30, 2017.







	Scott, Jon C. (2006). Hockey Night in Dixie: Minor Pro Hockey in the American South. Heritage House Publishing Company Ltd. pp. 137–201. ISBN  1-894974-21-2[image: External link].




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	Official AHL website[image: External link]

	
Historic standings and statistics[image: External link] – at Internet Hockey Database



TOP




Categories[image: External link]:

	American Hockey League[image: External link]

	Minor league hockey[image: External link]

	Ice hockey leagues in Canada[image: External link]

	Ice hockey leagues in the United States[image: External link]

	1936 establishments in North America[image: External link]

	Recurring sporting events established in 1936[image: External link]
















This page was last modified on 19 March 2017, at 11:21.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article American Hockey League: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Hockey_League [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=American_Hockey_League [image: External link]












Back to main article 

Philadelphia Warriors (ABL)





The Philadelphia Phillies were an American basketball[image: External link] team based in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania[image: External link] that was a member of the American Basketball League[image: External link].

During their first season, the team was renamed the Philadelphia Warriors (also known as the Quakers).

Year-by-year



	Year
	League
	Reg. Season
	Playoffs



	1926/27
	ABL
	3rd (1st half); 4th (2nd half)
	Did not qualify



	1927/28
	ABL
	2nd, Eastern
	Playoffs




Notable players


	Al Kellett[image: External link]

	George Artus

	Tom Barlow[image: External link]

	Harry Riconda[image: External link]

	Soup Campbell[image: External link]

	Lou Schneiderman

	Red Sherr

	Stretch Meehan

	Chick Passon
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American Basketball League (1925–55)





The American Basketball League (ABL) was an early professional basketball[image: External link] league. During six seasons from 1925–26 to 1930–31, the ABL was the first attempt to create a major professional basketball league in the United States. Joseph Carr[image: External link], who was, in 1925, the president of the National Football League, organized the ABL from nine of the best independent pro teams from the East and the Midwest.[1] George Halas[image: External link] of the NFL Chicago Bears[image: External link] was the owner of the Chicago Bruins, and department store magnate Max Rosenblum, a part owner of the NFL's Cleveland Bulldogs[image: External link], financed the Cleveland Rosenblums. Future NFL (Washington Redskins[image: External link]) owner George Preston Marshall[image: External link], the owner of a chain of laundries, was owner of the Washington Palace Five. Other teams were the Boston Whirlwinds, Brooklyn Arcadians, Buffalo Bisons, Detroit Pulaski Post Five, Fort Wayne Caseys, and Rochester Centrals. With the exception of 1927–28, the ABL season was divided into two halves, with the winner of the first half playing the winner of the second half for the championship.[1] Five games into the 1926–27 season, the Original Celtics[image: External link] were admitted to replace the Brooklyn franchise, and won 32 of the remaining 37 games, then shifted to New York the following season.

For the 1927–28 season, the ABL had an Eastern (New York, Philadelphia, Rochester and Washington) and Western (Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit and Fort Wayne) division, with the two best teams in each division going to playoffs, and a championship between the playoff winners. Playing in Madison Square Garden[image: External link], the New York Celtics[image: External link] had a 40–9 record in the regular season and won the championship. At season's end, the champions were voted out of the league by the other owners.[1] The ABL played three more seasons and then, with only five teams playing at the end of 1930–31, folded during the Great Depression.[1]

After more than two years, the league was reorganized in 1933, but as an East Coast league, with teams in Pennsylvania and New York City metro area.[1]

The league did take some measure to help modernize the game. One of the major issues that had plagued basketball was players jumping from team to team. To combat this, players signed contracts with teams, sometimes for amounts like $1,500 a month, not a bad pay for the times. Backboard were mandatory, and new rules, such as three second lane violations, and foul outs were implemented. Another rule the ABL implemented was the collegiate rule, which eliminated the double dribble. This was also done to encourage many of the game's top college stars to play in the league.[2]

The 1925–26 season saw Cleveland, the second half winner, defeat Brooklyn, winner of the first half of the season, Three games to none. The Boston Celtics dropped out of the league. The Celtics were one of the top teams at the time, but refused to join the ABL, instead opting to be an "at Large" member. This conflict resulted in Boston dropping out, and refusing to take part in the second half of the season.[3] One of the early stars for the league was Cleveland's Honey Russell[image: External link] whose 7.4 points was the second highest average in the league. Cleveland drew well, bringing in nearly 10,000 fans a game, while Brooklyn could only draw around 2,000
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 1926–27 season




The league knew they had a problem when it came to the Celtics. So the league opted to force the hands of the Celtics ownership. The teams in the league agreed to prohibiting any games against the Celtics, and this left the Celtics with a dilemma. They could either join the American Basketball League, or they could try and schedule games against lesser competition, thus possibly losing out on drawing bigger crowds. In the end, ownership decided that it was worth the draw to join the ABL, so they did. Representing the city of Brooklyn, the team won the league title. They defeated Cleveland, which, despite still being a good team, was not the dominant force that had won the title the year before. Honey Russell[image: External link], without a doubt the team's top star, got into a dispute with owner Max Rosenblum, thus leading to his contract being sold to Chicago. Cleveland also lost Vic Hanson, who had been one of the top college stars, but did not like the rough style of the pro level, and also did not care for the overall lack of playing time he was getting. The Celtics represented the borough of Brooklyn, which had been without a team after the Brooklyn Arcadians[image: External link] dropped out of the league. The Celtics assumed Brooklyn's 0–5 start.[3] The league also lost the team in Detroit, which dropped out after a 0–6 start.
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 1927–28 season




Once again, the ABL placed a team in Detroit, and once again it was a failure. Detroit was 5-13 when it opted to disband on January 3, 1927. The Washington Franchise on that same day was shifted to Brooklyn. The Celtics this time represented the city of New York. Joe Lapchick[image: External link], Nat Holman[image: External link], Pete Berry, Dutch Dehnert[image: External link] and Davey Banks. They led the New York Celtics[image: External link] to a 40–9 record. The playoffs saw Fort Wayne defeat Cleveland 2 games to 0, and New York defeated Philadelphia 2 games to zero. In the championship series, New York defeated Fort Wayne 3 games to 1. The play offs would be Philadelphia's last appearance in the league, as the team folded, becoming the third league team to do so.
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 1928–29 season




During the 1927–28 season, the league divided the league into divisions, Eastern and Western. The 1928–29 season saw the format discarded. The Celtics were dominant, to the point that the league was suffering. The rally cry of "Break up the Celtics" was heeded. Players were dispersed to other teams, and this also resolved an issue for Celtics owner Jim Furey[image: External link], who had issues with Madison Square Garden management. The arena's owners sought to evict the Celtics, who despite being a dominant team, never drew well at home.[3] Cleveland, through purchase and trades, ended up with nearly all of the Celtics players on their roster. Cleveland ran away with the title, defeating Fort Wayne four games to none in the play offs.[3]
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 1929–30 season




The stock Market crashed on October 29, 1929. John J. O'Brien[image: External link] the League's president, took the viewpoint that the great depression would not last long, and the ABL continued business as usual. Former Celtics owner Jim Furey had just been released from prison, and put together a new version of the Celtics. However, the players were quickly becoming past their prime, and Nat Holman[image: External link] didn't play weekend games because he was a coach for the City College of New York. However, Cleveland still managed to win the league title, defeated Rochester[image: External link] and their star player, Tiny Hearn a six foot, nine inch rookie star from Georgia tech.[3] However, there would never be a dynasty for Cleveland. The stock Market crash took its toll on the ABL. During the 1930–31 season, Max Rosenblum shocked the world of basketball when he announce that his Cleveland team would cease operations. Rosenblum was unable to pay the contracts that he signed his players to. George Halas[image: External link] at the end of the season, opted to fold his struggling Chicago Bruins[image: External link] club, and Toledo, which featured three former Celtics stars, Denhert, Lapchick, and Berry, shockingly finished in last place, with a record of four wins, and eleven losses. Fort Wayne defeated Chicago, and lost to Brooklyn in the finals, as Brooklyn won would ultimately be the league's last championship.
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 American Basketball League teams, 1925/26 to 1930/31





	
Baltimore Orioles[image: External link] (1926/27)

	
Boston Whirlwinds[image: External link] (1925/26, expelled after 1st half)

	
Brooklyn Arcadians[image: External link] (1925/26–26/27, replaced by New York Celtics[image: External link] after 5 games)

	
Brooklyn Visitations[image: External link] (1927/28–30/31)

	
Buffalo Bisons[image: External link] (1925/26)

	
Chicago Bruins[image: External link] (1925/26–30/31)

	
Cleveland Rosenblums[image: External link] (1925/26–30/31, also known as the Rosies)

	
Detroit Lions[image: External link] (1925/26–26/27, as Detroit Pulaski Post Five in 1925/26 and at beginning of 1926/27; dropped out after 6 games)

	
Detroit Cardinals[image: External link] (1927/28, also known as the Olympians; dropped out in January, 1928)

	
Fort Wayne Hoosiers[image: External link] (1925/26–30/31, as Fort Wayne Caseys in 1925/26)

	
New York Celtics[image: External link] (1926/27–27/28, 1929/30, 1937/38, also known as the Original Celtics; as Brooklyn Celtics in 1926/27; dropped out in December, 1929)

	
New York Hakoahs[image: External link] (1928/29)

	
Paterson Crescents[image: External link] (1928/29–30/31, as Paterson Whirlwinds in 1928/29; dropped out in December, 1930)

	
Philadelphia Warriors (1926/27–28/29, also known as the Quakers; as Philadelphia Phillies in 1926/27)

	
Rochester Centrals[image: External link] (1925/26–30/31)

	
Syracuse All-Americans[image: External link] (1930/31, dropped out in January, 1931)

	
Toledo Red Men Tobaccos[image: External link] (1930/31)

	
Trenton Bengals[image: External link] (1928/29, also known as the Royal Bengals)

	
Washington Palace Five[image: External link] (1925/26–27/28, also known as the Laundrymen; dropped out in January, 1928 and replaced by Brooklyn Visitations[image: External link])
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 American Basketball League teams, 1933/34 to 1954/55





	
Baltimore Bullets[image: External link] (1944/45–46/47) joined the BAA


	
Boston Trojans[image: External link] (1934/35)

	
Bridgeport Roesslers[image: External link] (1948/49–51/52, as Bridgeport Newfield Steelers in 1948/49; as Bridgeport Aer-A-Sols in 1949/50)

	
Bronx Americans[image: External link] (1933/34)

	
Brooklyn Celtics[image: External link] (1940/41, as Troy Haymakers in 1938/39; as Troy Celtics[image: External link] in 1939/40–40/41; absorbed Kingston Colonials[image: External link] in December, 1939; moved to Brooklyn during 1st half of 1940/41)

	
Brooklyn Indians[image: External link] (1942/43–43/44, as Camden Indians[image: External link] in 1942/43; moved to Brooklyn in January, 1943; dropped out during 1st half of 1943/44)

	
Brooklyn Gothams[image: External link] (1944/45–48/49, as Westchester Indians[image: External link] in 1944/45; moved to New York in January, 1945; as New York Gothams[image: External link] in 1944/45–45/46)

	
Brooklyn Visitations[image: External link] (1933/34–38/39, as Paterson Visitations[image: External link] in 1936/37; moved to Brooklyn in November, 1936)

	
Carbondale Aces[image: External link] (1950/51)

	
Elmira Colonels[image: External link] (1951/52–52/53)

	
Glens Falls-Saratoga[image: External link] (1949/50–52/53, as New York Harlem Yankees[image: External link] in 1949/50; as Saratoga Harlem Yankees[image: External link] 1950/51-51/52; moved to Schenectady during 1951/52; as Schenectady Yankees[image: External link] in 1951/52; moved to Saratoga during 1951/52; as Saratoga Harlem Yankees[image: External link] in 1951/52; dropped out in February, 1953)

	
Harrisburg Senators[image: External link] (1942/43)

	
Hartford Hurricanes[image: External link] (1946/47–49/50, as Elizabeth Braves[image: External link] in 1946/47–47/48; moved to Hartford in December, 1947)

	
Jersey Reds[image: External link] (1933/34–39/40, as Union City Reds[image: External link] in 1933/34; merged into New York Jewels[image: External link] in January, 1940)

	
Kingston Colonials[image: External link] (1935/36–39/40, merged with Troy Celtics[image: External link] in December, 1939)

	
Lancaster Roses[image: External link] (1947/48, franchise terminated in December, 1947)

	
Manchester British-Americans[image: External link] (1951/52–52/53)

	
Middletown Guards[image: External link] Mike Lee averaged 43.2 points in 1952 for the Guards(1952/53)

	
New Britain Mules[image: External link] (1933/34–34/35, as Hoboken Thourots[image: External link] in 1933/34; moved to Camden in November, 1933; as Camden Brewers[image: External link] in 1933/34; taken over and moved to New Britain in January, 1934; as New Britain Palaces in 1933/34; as New Britain Jackaways in 1934/35; merged with Newark Mules[image: External link] to form New Britain Mules for the 2nd half of 1934/35)

	
New York Jewels[image: External link] (1933/34–42/43, as Brooklyn Jewels[image: External link] in 1933/34; as New York Jewels in 1934/35–36/37; renamed Brooklyn Jewels[image: External link] for 2nd half of 1936/37; as New Haven Jewels[image: External link] in 1937/38; moved to New York in November, 1937 and renamed New York Jewels; absorbed Jersey Reds[image: External link] in January, 1940; dropped out in 1st half of 1941/42)

	
New York Yankees[image: External link] (1937/38, as Bronx Yankees[image: External link] in 1937/38; renamed New York Yankees during 1937/38; dropped out in January, 1938)

	
New York Americans[image: External link] (1943/44)

	
Newark Mules[image: External link] (1933/34–34/35, as Newark Bears in 1933/34; also known as Newark Joe Fays in 1933/34; merged with New Britain Jackaways for the 2nd half of 1934/35 to become the New Britain Mules[image: External link])

	
Passaic Red Devils[image: External link] (1935/36, also known as the Reds; as Paterson Panthers[image: External link] in 1935/36; moved to Trenton in December, 1935; as Trenton Bengals[image: External link] in 1935/36; moved to Passaic for 2nd half of 1935/36)

	
Paterson Crescents[image: External link] (1944/45–50/51, as Washington Capitols in 1944/45; moved to Paterson in January, 1945)

	
Pawtucket Slaters[image: External link] (1952/53)

	
Philadelphia SPHAs[image: External link] (1933/34–48/49, also known as the Hebrews)

	
Schenectady Packers[image: External link] (1949/50, dropped out in November, 1949)

	
Scranton Miners[image: External link] (1946/47–52/53, as Jersey City Atoms[image: External link] in 1946/47–47/48; moved to Scranton in January, 1948)

	
Trenton Moose[image: External link] (1933/34)

	
Trenton Tigers[image: External link] (1941/42–49/50)

	
Troy Celtics[image: External link] (1946/47)

	
Utica Pros[image: External link] (1950/51)

	
Washington Brewers[image: External link] (1938/39–41/42, as Washington Heurichs in 1938/39, as Washington Heurich Brewers in 1939–40)

	
Washington Capitols[image: External link] (1951/52, dropped out in January, 1952)

	
Wilkes-Barre Barons[image: External link] (1938/39–39/40, dropped out in February, 1940)

	
Wilkes-Barre Barons[image: External link] (1947/48–52/53)

	
Wilmington Blue Bombers[image: External link] (1941/42)

	
Wilmington Bombers[image: External link] (1943/44–46/47)

	
Yonkers Chiefs[image: External link] (1946/47, as Newark Bobcats[image: External link] in 1946/47; moved to Yonkers during 1946/47; dropped out during 1946/47 season)
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 League championships






	Year
	Winner
	Result
	Runner Up



	1925–26
	Cleveland Rosenblums[image: External link]
	3–0
	Brooklyn Arcadians[image: External link]



	1926–27
	Original Celtics[image: External link]
	3–0
	Cleveland Rosenblums[image: External link]



	1927–28
	Original Celtics[image: External link]
	3–1
	Fort Wayne Hoosiers[image: External link]



	1928–29
	Cleveland Rosenblums[image: External link]
	4–0
	Fort Wayne Hoosiers[image: External link]



	1929–30
	Cleveland Rosenblums[image: External link]
	4–1
	Rochester Centrals[image: External link]



	1930–31
	Brooklyn Visitations[image: External link]
	4–2
	Fort Wayne Hoosiers[image: External link]



	1931–32
	League suspended operations.



	1932–33
	League suspended operations.



	1933–34
	Philadelphia Sphas[image: External link]
	4–2
	Trenton Moose[image: External link]



	1934–35
	Brooklyn Visitations[image: External link]
	3–2
	New York Jewels[image: External link]



	1935–36
	Philadelphia Sphas[image: External link]
	4–3
	Brooklyn Visitations[image: External link]



	1936–37
	Philadelphia Sphas[image: External link]
	4–3
	Jersey Reds[image: External link]



	1937–38
	Jersey Reds[image: External link]
	4–2
	New York Jewels[image: External link]



	1938–39
	New York Jewels[image: External link]
	3–0
	Jersey Reds[image: External link]



	1939–40
	Philadelphia Sphas[image: External link]
	1–0
	Washington Heurich Brewers[image: External link]



	1940–41
	Philadelphia Sphas[image: External link]
	3–1
	Brooklyn Celtics[image: External link]



	1941–42
	Wilmington Blue Bombers[image: External link]
	Won both halves to claim championship.



	1942–43
	Philadelphia Sphas[image: External link]
	4–3
	Trenton Tigers[image: External link]



	1943–44
	Wilmington Bombers[image: External link]
	4–3
	Philadelphia Sphas[image: External link]



	1944–45
	Philadelphia Sphas[image: External link]
	2–1
	Baltimore Bullets[image: External link]



	1945–46
	Baltimore Bullets[image: External link]
	3–1
	Philadelphia Sphas[image: External link]



	1946–47
	Trenton Tigers[image: External link]
	Won forfeit, Baltimore Bullets[image: External link] could not play finals



	1947–48
	Wilkes-Barre Barons[image: External link]
	2–1
	Paterson Crescents[image: External link]



	1948–49
	Wilkes-Barre Barons[image: External link]
	3–2
	Scranton Miners[image: External link]



	1949–50
	Scranton Miners[image: External link]
	1–0
	Bridgeport Aer-A-Sols[image: External link]



	1950–51
	Scranton Miners[image: External link]
	1–0
	Wilkes-Barre Barons[image: External link]



	1951–52
	Wilkes-Barre Barons[image: External link]
	1–0
	Scranton Miners[image: External link]



	1952–53
	Manchester British-Americans[image: External link]
	1–0
	Wilkes-Barre Barons[image: External link]



	1953–54
	League suspended operations.



	1954–55
	League disbanded.
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Joe Fulks





Joseph Franklin "Jumping Joe" Fulks (October 26, 1921 – March 21, 1976) was an American professional basketball[image: External link] player, sometimes called "the first of the high-scoring forwards". He was posthumously enshrined in the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame in 1978.
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 Early life




Fulks was born in Birmingham, Kentucky[image: External link], a small town in the state's far-western Purchase region[image: External link] that was inundated in the 1940s after the Tennessee Valley Authority[image: External link] dammed the Tennessee River[image: External link] to create Kentucky Lake[image: External link]. He played college ball at Murray State University[image: External link] (then known as Murray State Teachers College) for two years before leaving school to join the Marines[image: External link] in May 1942. He served with 3rd Battalion, 9th Marines[image: External link] during World War II, and was discharged as a corporal in May 1946. His number 26 hangs in the rafters[image: External link] at Murray State's CFSB Center[image: External link].
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 Professional career




Fulks joined the BAA's Philadelphia Warriors in 1946, at age 25, and as a rookie won the league's first scoring title with a 23.2 points per game average as the Warriors won the BAA title. Fulks again led the league's in scoring average during the 1947–48 season at 22.1 points per game, but lost the scoring title to Max Zaslofsky[image: External link], who had more total points. Fulks had a career best 26.0 points per game average in the 1948–49 season. Fulks led the NBA in free throw percentage during the 1950–51 season.

Fulks set the BAA/NBA single game scoring record four different times. On December 3, 1946, in just his eighth game as a professional, Fulks became the league's record holder for most points scored in a single game when he scored 37 points, making 16 field goals and five free throws, in Philadelphia's 76 to 68 win over the Providence Steam Rollers[image: External link]. Just 20 games later on January 14, 1947, Fulks set a new single game scoring record when he scored 41 points, making 15 field goals and 11 free throws, in Philadelphia's 104 to 74 win over the Toronto Huskies[image: External link]. In the 1946–47 season, Fulks also led the league in scoring for its inaugural season, scoring 23.2 points per game. The following season on December 18, 1948, Fulks again set a single game scoring record when he scored 47 points, making 18 field goals and 11 free throws, in Philadelphia's 99-71 loss to the New York Knickerbockers[image: External link].

For the fourth and final time, Fulks set a new single game scoring record when he scored 63 points on February 10, 1949.[1][2] It remained the most in an NBA game until Elgin Baylor[image: External link] scored 64 points in a 1959 game. Fulks' 63-point outburst came during a Warriors 108-87 victory over the Indianapolis Jets[image: External link]. Fulks made 27 of 56 field goal attempts and nine of 14 free throws. Along the way he shattered the record for most points in one half (33), field goals, and field goal attempts.

The 6'5" (1.96 m) Fulks was known both for his athletic drives to the basket as well as his shooting. He was perhaps most remembered as one of the pioneers of the modern jump shot[image: External link]. During his early career, Fulks was considered the league's greatest offensive player. In his first three seasons, Fulks averaged 23.9 points per game at a time when, before the advent of the shot-clock, teams rarely scored over 70 points in a game. Fulks was named to the All-BAA First Team[image: External link] during his first three seasons. In 1971, he was one of 25 players named to the NBA 25th Anniversary Team.
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 Retirement




Upon Fulks' retirement, he returned to Marshall County, Kentucky[image: External link] where he lived the remainder of his life. He worked at the Kentucky State Penitentiary[image: External link] as the prison recreation director. Fulks was shot and killed on March 21, 1976, by Gregg Bannister, the son of his girlfriend, Roberta Bannister, during an argument over a handgun.[3]
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 See also





	List of National Basketball Association players with most points in a game[image: External link]

	List of National Basketball Association annual scoring leaders




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ http://www.nba.com/media/sixers/Pollack_200607_Stats.pdf[image: External link]


	
^ http://www.basketball-reference.com/teams/PHW/1947_games.html[image: External link]


	
^ Christgau, John (1999). "Joe and His Magic Shot". Origins of the Jump Shot: Eight Men Who Shook the World of Basketball. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press. pp. 106–134. ISBN  0-8032-6394-5[image: External link].







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Further reading





	Peterson, Robert W. (2002). "The BAA and War Between the Leagues". Cages to Jump Shots: Pro Basketball's Early Years. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press. pp. 150–165. ISBN  0-8032-8772-0[image: External link].




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	Official NBA profile[image: External link]

	Basketball Hall of Fame profile[image: External link]

	
College & NBA stats[image: External link] @ basketballreference.com

	
Joe Fulks[image: External link] at Find a Grave[image: External link]




TOP




Categories[image: External link]:

	1921 births[image: External link]

	1976 deaths[image: External link]

	Amateur Athletic Union men's basketball players[image: External link]

	American Marine Corps personnel of World War II[image: External link]

	Basketball players from Kentucky[image: External link]

	Murdered American basketball players[image: External link]

	Murray State Racers men's basketball players[image: External link]

	Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame inductees[image: External link]

	National Basketball Association All-Stars[image: External link]

	National Collegiate Basketball Hall of Fame inductees[image: External link]

	People from Marshall County, Kentucky[image: External link]

	Philadelphia Warriors players[image: External link]

	Small forwards[image: External link]

	United States Marines[image: External link]

	People murdered in Kentucky[image: External link]

	Deaths by firearm in Kentucky[image: External link]
















This page was last modified on 12 March 2017, at 16:55.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Joe Fulks: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joe_Fulks [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Joe_Fulks [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Notable events

	2 Final standings

	3 Statistics leaders

	4 BAA awards

	5 Notes

	6 References

	7 External links





1946–47 BAA Season





The 1946–47 BAA season was the inaugural season of the Basketball Association of America. (Following its third, the 1948–49 season, the BAA and National Basketball League merged to create the National Basketball Association or NBA.) The league launched with 11 teams playing a 60-game schedule. The postseason tournament[image: External link] at its conclusion, the 1947 BAA Playoffs, ended with the Philadelphia Warriors becoming the first BAA Champion, beating the Chicago Stags 4 games to 1 in the BAA Finals.

The NBA recognizes the three BAA seasons as part of its own history, sometimes without comment,[1] so BAA 1946–47 is sometimes considered the first NBA season.
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 Notable events





	On November 1, 1946, in the inaugural game of the new league, the New York Knicks beat the Toronto Huskies[image: External link] 68–66 in front of 7,090 spectators at Maple Leaf Gardens[image: External link] in Toronto. Ossie Schectman[image: External link] scored the opening basket for the New York against Toronto. In 1949, the BAA helped create the National Basketball Association by merger, and Schectman's shot may be considered the first basket in NBA history.[2] The NBA recognizes the three BAA seasons as part of its own history, sometimes without comment.[3]
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 Final standings
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 Eastern Division







	


	#
	
Eastern Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	x-Washington Capitols[image: External link]
	49
	11
	.817
	–



	2
	x-Philadelphia Warriors
	35
	25
	.583
	14



	3
	x-New York Knicks
	33
	27
	.550
	16



	4
	Providence Steamrollers[image: External link]
	28
	32
	.467
	21



	5
	Boston Celtics
	22
	38
	.367
	27



	6
	Toronto Huskies[image: External link]
	22
	38
	.367
	27
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 Western Division







	


	#
	
Western Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	x-Chicago Stags
	39
	22
	.639
	–



	2
	x-St. Louis Bombers[image: External link]
	38
	23
	.623
	1



	3
	x-Cleveland Rebels[image: External link]
	30
	30
	.500
	8.5



	4
	Detroit Falcons[image: External link]
	20
	40
	.333
	18.5



	5
	Pittsburgh Ironmen[image: External link]
	15
	45
	.250
	23.5
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 Statistics leaders






	Category
	Player
	Team
	Stat



	Points
	Joe Fulks
	Philadelphia Warriors
	1,389



	Assists
	Ernie Calverley[image: External link]
	Providence Steamrollers[image: External link]
	202



	FG%
	Bob Feerick
	Washington Capitols[image: External link]
	.401



	FT%
	Fred Scolari[image: External link]
	Washington Capitols
	.811




Note: Prior to the 1969–70 season, league leaders in points and assists were determined by totals rather than averages.
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 BAA awards





	
All-BAA First Team

	G Max Zaslofsky[image: External link], Chicago Stags


	F Bones McKinney[image: External link], Washington Capitols[image: External link]


	F Joe Fulks, Philadelphia Warriors


	C Stan Miasek[image: External link], Detroit Falcons[image: External link]


	F Bob Feerick, Washington Capitols





	
All-BAA Second Team

	G John Logan[image: External link], St. Louis Bombers[image: External link]


	G Ernie Calverley[image: External link], Providence Steamrollers[image: External link]


	C Chick Halbert[image: External link], Chicago Stags


	G Frankie Baumholtz[image: External link], Cleveland Rebels[image: External link]


	G Fred Scolari[image: External link], Washington Capitols[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ a b c d The 1947 BAA Playoffs did not generate Eastern and Western champions and runners-up, as NBA Playoffs[image: External link] have done from 1951 to present. Eastern and Western leaders, or perhaps champions, Washington and Chicago played off to determine one finalist while four runners-up played off to determine the other finalist.

  The listed teams were BAA playoff finalists and semifinalists, as Eastern and Western champions and runners-up in the NBA have been playoff finalists and semifinalists from 1951 to present.


	
^ Chicago may reasonably be called Eastern champion.
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Chicago Stags





The Chicago Stags were a National Basketball Association team based in Chicago[image: External link].
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 Franchise history




The Chicago Stags was founded in June 6, 1946 and folded in September 25, 1950. During their short history, they were able to acquire the draft rights to a young Bob Cousy[image: External link] in a trade with the Tri-Cities Blackhawks (although he never played a game for them). When the Stags folded, a dispersal draft was held to divide their players throughout the league. Cousy was drafted by the Boston Celtics. Despite their short existence in the BAA[image: External link] and NBA, the Stags made their way to the BAA finals in 1947, where they lost to the Philadelphia Warriors.
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 The beginning of a new league




In the BAA's inaugural year, there were 11 teams split into two divisions. The Chicago Stags were placed in the Western Division, and won the division by one game, finishing 39–22 over the St. Louis Bombers[image: External link]. They finished second in the regular season standings, behind only the 49–11 Washington Capitols[image: External link]. In the playoffs, they received a first-round bye, only to play the Capitols in the semi-finals. Chicago won the series 4–2, and proceeded to the finals, where they played the Philadelphia Warriors, who won 4–1.
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 1947–1948 season




The next season, the Stags finished second in their four-team division with a mark of 28–20, one game behind the St. Louis Bombers[image: External link], and second overall in the league (the total number of teams was down from 11 to 8). In the playoffs, they won a tiebreaking game against the Washington Capitols[image: External link]), advancing to play the Boston Celtics in the quarter-finals. The Stags won, moving into the semi-finals for the second consecutive year. However, they were then defeated by the eventual champions, the Baltimore Bullets[image: External link].
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 1948–1949




The next year, each division was instantly made more competitive with more teams, including the Minneapolis Lakers and the New York Knickerbockers. The Stags finished 3rd, 38–22, seven games behind division-winning Rochester Royals[image: External link]. The playoffs were expanded from 6 to 8 teams, and the Stags played the Lakers. They lost again to the eventual champions, the Lakers, 2–0.
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 The final season




In the Stags final season, the league consistently continued its growth, forming a third division, and a total of 17 teams. The Stags finished tied for third with the Fort Wayne Zollner Pistons[image: External link] (and behind the Lakers and Royals[image: External link]), 11 games back, with a 40–28 record, and again lost to the Lakers in the opening round. It marked the end of the NBA in Chicago until the Chicago Packers[image: External link] were enfranchised in 1961[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Players of note






	
Max Zaslofsky[image: External link] (1947–1948 Scoring Leader of BAA) G

	Chuck Gilmur[image: External link]

	
Chick Halbert[image: External link] C

	Paul Huston[image: External link]

	Johnny Jorgensen[image: External link]

	Stan Miasek[image: External link]

	Doyle Parrack[image: External link]

	Andy Phillip

	
Gene Rock[image: External link] G

	
Ken Rollins[image: External link] G (Gold Medalist, Basketball, 1948 Olympics)

	
Mickey Rottner[image: External link] F

	Kenny Sailors[image: External link]

	Ben Schadler[image: External link]

	Jim Seminoff[image: External link]

	Jack Toomay[image: External link]

	
Gene Vance[image: External link] #12 G
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 Season-by-season records






	NBA Champions[image: External link]
	Conference Champions
	Division Champions
	Playoff Berth






	Season
	League
	Conference[image: External link]
	Finish
	Division[image: External link]
	Finish
	Wins
	Losses
	Win%[image: External link]
	GB[image: External link]
	Playoffs
	Awards[image: External link]



	1946–47[image: External link]
	BAA
	–
	–
	Western[image: External link]
	1st
	39
	22
	.639
	–
	Won BAA Semifinals ( Capitols[image: External link]) 4–2

Lost BAA Finals (Warriors) 1–4
	



	1947–48[image: External link]
	BAA
	–
	–
	Western
	3rd
	28
	20
	.583
	1
	Won Division Tiebreaker ( Capitols[image: External link])

Won First Round (Boston) 2–1

Lost BAA Semifinals ( Bullets[image: External link]) 0–2
	



	1948–49[image: External link]
	BAA
	–
	–
	Western
	3rd
	38
	22
	.633
	7
	Lost Division Semifinals[image: External link] (Lakers) 0–2
	



	1949–50[image: External link]
	NBA
	–
	–
	Central
	4th
	40
	28
	.588
	11
	Lost Division Tiebreaker[image: External link] (Pistons)

Lost Division Semifinals[image: External link] (Lakers) 0–2
	



	Regular Season record
	145
	92
	.612
	1946–1950



	Playoff record
	8
	14
	.381
	Postseason Series Record: 3–5
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 Aftermath




The Chicago Bulls[image: External link] wore replicas of the 1946 Stags uniforms during the 2005–06 NBA season as part of the NBA's "Hardwood Classics" program (they wore them on December 5, 2005, February 22, 2006 and April 16, 2006).
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1955–56 NBA Season





The 1955–56 NBA season was the tenth season of the National Basketball Association. The season ended with the Philadelphia Warriors winning the NBA Championship, beating the Fort Wayne Pistons 4 games to 1 in the NBA Finals.
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 Notable occurrences





	The Hawks relocate from Milwaukee, Wisconsin[image: External link] to St. Louis, Missouri[image: External link].

	The NBA hands out a Most Valuable Player[image: External link] award for the first time. Its inaugural recipient is Bob Pettit[image: External link] of the St. Louis Hawks.

	The 1956 NBA All-Star Game[image: External link] was played in Rochester, New York[image: External link], with the West beating the East 108–94. Bob Pettit of the St. Louis Hawks wins the game's MVP award.
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 Eastern Division






	
Eastern Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Neutral
	Div



	x-Philadelphia Warriors
	45
	27
	.625
	-
	21-7
	11-17
	13-3
	22-14



	x-Boston Celtics
	39
	33
	.542
	6
	20-7
	12-15
	7-11
	18-18



	x-Syracuse Nationals
	35
	37
	.486
	10
	23-8
	9–19
	3-10
	15-21



	New York Knicks
	35
	37
	.486
	10
	13-15
	16-13
	6-9
	17-19





	Syracuse finished ahead of New York by defeating them in a tiebreaker match.
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 Western Division






	
Western Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Neutral
	Div



	x-Fort Wayne Pistons
	37
	35
	.514
	-
	19-7
	10-17
	8-11
	19-17



	x-Minneapolis Lakers
	33
	39
	.458
	4
	14-12
	6-21
	13-6
	19-17



	x-St. Louis Hawks
	33
	39
	.458
	4
	15-11
	11-17
	7-11
	18-18



	Rochester Royals[image: External link]
	31
	41
	.431
	6
	15-14
	6-21
	10-6
	16-20





	Minneapolis finished ahead of St. Louis by defeating them in a tiebreaker match.





x – clinched playoff spot
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 Statistics leaders






	Category
	Player
	Team
	Stat



	Points
	Bob Pettit[image: External link]
	St. Louis Hawks
	1,849



	Rebounds
	Bob Pettit
	St. Louis Hawks
	1,164



	Assists
	Bob Cousy[image: External link]
	Boston Celtics
	642



	FG%
	Neil Johnston
	Philadelphia Warriors
	.457



	FT%
	Bill Sharman
	Boston Celtics
	.867




Note: Prior to the 1969–70 season, league leaders in points, rebounds, and assists were determined by totals rather than averages.
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 NBA awards





	
Most Valuable Player: Bob Pettit[image: External link], St. Louis Hawks


	
Rookie of the Year: Maurice Stokes[image: External link], Rochester Royals[image: External link]







	

	
All-NBA First Team:

	
Bob Cousy[image: External link], Boston Celtics


	
Paul Arizin, Philadelphia Warriors


	
Neil Johnston, Philadelphia Warriors

	Bob Pettit, St. Louis Hawks

	
Bill Sharman, Boston Celtics








	

	
All-NBA Second Team:

	
Dolph Schayes[image: External link], Syracuse Nationals


	
Maurice Stokes[image: External link], Rochester Royals

	
Slater Martin[image: External link], Minneapolis Lakers


	
Jack George, Philadelphia Warriors

	
Clyde Lovellette[image: External link], Minneapolis Lakers
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Paul Arizin





Paul Joseph Arizin (April 9, 1928 – December 12, 2006), nicknamed "Pitchin' Paul", was an American basketball[image: External link] player who spent his entire National Basketball Association (NBA) career with the Philadelphia Warriors from 1950[image: External link] to 1962[image: External link]. He retired with the third highest career point total (16,266) in NBA history, and was named one of the 50 Greatest Players in NBA History upon its 50th anniversary in 1996. He was a high-scoring forward[image: External link] at Villanova University[image: External link] before being drafted by the Warriors of the fledgling NBA.
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 Biography




Born in Philadelphia[image: External link] to French immigrants, Arizin did not play basketball at La Salle College High School[image: External link], failing to make the team in his only tryout as a senior. Arizin graduated just a year before another Basketball Hall of Famer, Tom Gola, entered La Salle College High School as a freshman.

During his freshman year at Villanova, Arizin played CYO (Catholic Youth Organization) basketball in Philadelphia. Late in that season, Al Severance[image: External link], then the Villanova varsity basketball coach, attended one of Arizin's CYO games. Afterwards, Severance approached Arizin and asked him if he would like to go to Villanova, to which Arizin answered: "I already go to Villanova."[1]

Arizin made the team in 1947, his sophomore year, and played for three years. In 1950 he was named the collegiate basketball player of the year after leading the nation with 25.3 points per game. During a game on February 12, 1949, Arizin scored 85 points against the Naval Air Materials Center roster. Arizin also scored at least one hundred points in a game while playing for Villanova, but the game is not recognized by the NCAA because the opponent was a junior college.[2][3]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Professional career




After being selected by the Warriors with their first pick in the 1950 NBA draft[image: External link], Arizin averaged 17.2 points per game in his rookie season and was named NBA Rookie of the Year[image: External link] — a designation not currently sanctioned by the NBA for the 1950–51 season. He became one of the greatest NBA players of the 1950s, leading the league in scoring during the 1951–52[image: External link] and 1956–57 seasons[image: External link] and leading in field goal percentage in 1951–52. Arizin sat out the 1952–53 and 1953–54 NBA seasons due to military service in the Marines[image: External link] during the Korean War[image: External link].[4]

Arizin became famous for his line-drive jump shots[image: External link], and teamed with center Neil Johnston to form the best offensive one-two punch in the NBA at the time, leading the Warriors to the 1956 NBA title. He also played with scoring star Joe Fulks early in his career, and with Philadelphia legends Tom Gola and Wilt Chamberlain toward the end of his career in the early 1960s. Arizin chose to retire from the NBA rather than move with the Warriors to San Francisco. At the time of his retirement, no player had retired from the game with a higher scoring average (21.9 points per game) in his final season. This record would stand until Bob Pettit[image: External link]'s retirement in 1965 following a season in which he averaged 22.5 PPG.

Arizin played in a total of 10 NBA All-Star Games[image: External link] (he was the 1952 NBA All-Star Game[image: External link] MVP) and was named to the All-NBA First-Team in 1952, 1956, and 1957.

After retiring from the NBA, Arizin played for three seasons with the Camden Bullets[image: External link] of the Eastern Professional Basketball League[image: External link], who won the 1964 title. Averaging over 20 points per game each season, he was named the EBL MVP in 1963, was named to the EBL All-Star First Team in 1963 and 1964 and to the EBL All-Star Second Team in 1965.[5]

Arizin was named to the NBA 25th Anniversary Team in 1971. He was inducted into the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame in 1978,[6] and was selected to the 50 Greatest Players in NBA History in 1996. He was inducted into the inaugural class of the Philadelphia Sports Hall of Fame[image: External link] in 2004.[7] Arizin died in his sleep at age 78 on December 12, 2006, in Springfield[image: External link], Pennsylvania[image: External link].[8]
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 See also





	List of individual National Basketball Association scoring leaders by season[image: External link]

	List of National Basketball Association career free throw scoring leaders[image: External link]

	List of basketball players who have scored 100 points in a single game[image: External link]

	List of NCAA Division I men's basketball players with 60 or more points in a game[image: External link]

	List of NCAA Division I men's basketball season scoring leaders[image: External link]

	List of National Basketball Association annual minutes leaders[image: External link]

	Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Notes






	
^ Cut from H.S. team, Arizin rose in NBA - NBA - ESPN[image: External link]


	
^ "The Night of the Century"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved December 9, 2010.


	
^ Wolfley, Bob (March 1, 1987). "THE GAME and Wilt still loom large"[image: External link] (PDF). The Milwaukee Journal[image: External link]. Retrieved December 9, 2010.


	
^ "Paul Arizin Bio"[image: External link]. NBA.com. Retrieved 2007-06-15.


	
^ NBA Register: 1986-87 Edition. The Sporting News Publishing Company. 1986. p. 285. ISBN  9780892042272[image: External link].


	
^ "Hall of Famers"[image: External link]. Basketball Hall of Fame. Retrieved 2009-08-02.


	
^ "Philadelphia Sports Hall of Fame Inductees"[image: External link]. Retrieved 3 August 2009.


	
^ NBA Hall of Famer Arizin dies at 78[image: External link]







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References
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	Basketball Hall of Fame profile[image: External link]

	Extensive audio interview on the late Paul Arizin with his son Michael; from 6:50 mark[image: External link]
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Tom Gola





Thomas Joseph "Tom" Gola (January 13, 1933 – January 26, 2014) was an American basketball[image: External link] player and politician. He is widely considered one of the greatest NCAA basketball players of all-time.


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Early life




Gola was the oldest of seven children born to Ike and Helen Gola. Gola's father was a Philadelphia policeman of Polish[image: External link] descent who had shortened the family's surname from "Galinsky".[1] Gola was praised as a great all-around player as a high school student at La Salle College High School[image: External link], where he led the Explorers to a Philadelphia Catholic League Championship. He entered La Salle a year after another Philadelphia basketball Hall of Famer, Paul Arizin, graduated from Villanova.
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 La Salle




Gola was one of the most talented collegiate athletes in Philadelphia sports history. He came to national attention while playing for the hometown La Salle University[image: External link] Explorers[image: External link] men's basketball[image: External link] team.

Gola starred as a college freshman and led La Salle to the 1952 N.I.T. championship[image: External link].[2] Gola paced the Explorers to the NCAA basketball championship in 1954 and was named Tournament MVP. That same season he was selected as National Player of the Year. As a senior, Gola helped La Salle finish as the runner-up in the 1955 NCAA Tournament. He averaged 20.9 points and 19.0 rebounds during 115 games and holds the NCAA record with 2,201 career rebounds. At 6'6" (198 cm), Gola was clearly a forward[image: External link] who could shoot/score, rebound[image: External link] and defend, but he also had the ballhandling (dribbling, passing) skills of a guard, and with his shooting range and All-Pro defensive skills, could play just as well in the backcourt. He was inducted into the La Salle Hall of Athletes in 1961 and the Big 5[image: External link] Hall of Fame in 1986. In 1977, Tom Gola was inducted into the National Polish American Sports Hall of Fame.[3] Gola was listed on "ESPN's Countdown to the Greatest" College basketball players as #17.
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 NBA




After a phenomenal college career, Gola turned pro with the Philadelphia Warriors as a territorial draft pick. He teamed with All-Pros Paul Arizin and Neil Johnston to lead the Warriors to an NBA championship[image: External link] in 1956. He gained praise for concentrating on defense, passing and rebounding and allowing the other two to be the chief scorers during these years.

In 1959, Johnston temporarily retired due to a knee injury and the Warriors added seven-foot superstar Wilt Chamberlain. Again sacrificing himself for his team, Gola helped the Warriors consistently reach the NBA Playoffs[image: External link], but they could not beat the star-studded Boston Celtics in the NBA Eastern Division during his seasons in the early 1960s even with Chamberlain. During the 1959–60 season, Gola became the first Warrior to have three straight games with a triple-double (the only other being Draymond Green, 2016).

Gola played with the New York Knicks from 1962 to 1966. He was enshrined in the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame on April 26, 1976.
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 Return to La Salle




In 1968, Gola returned to his alma mater as head coach, leading the Explorers to a 37-13 record during his two-year stay. He was named Coach of the Year by Philadelphia and New York journalists. He led the Explorers to a 23-1 record during the 1968–69 season, but La Salle had been barred from the NCAA Tournament before the season because an alumnus had offered some players "no-show" jobs. The school's Tom Gola Arena[image: External link] was named after him.
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 Record






	Season
	Team
	Overall
	Conference
	Standing
	Postseason



	La Salle Explorers[image: External link] (Middle Atlantic Conferences[image: External link]) (1968–1970)



	1968–69
	La Salle
	23-1
	5-0
	1st
	‡



	1969–70
	La Salle
	14-12
	3-2
	2nd
	



	La Salle:
	37–13 (.740)
	8–2 (.800)
	
‡ Ineligible for any postseason tournaments





	Total:
	37–13 (.740)
	



	
      National champion         Postseason invitational champion  

      Conference regular season champion         Conference regular season and conference tournament champion

      Division regular season champion       Division regular season and conference tournament champion

      Conference tournament champion
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 Political career




In 1968, Gola was elected to the Pennsylvania State House[image: External link], as a Republican[image: External link], representing the Northeast Philadelphia[image: External link]-based 170th District[image: External link]. A change to the State Constitution[image: External link] made earlier that year had reorganized State House seats into legislative districts, replacing the old system of allotting seats on an at-large, county-wide basis. This made Gola the first person to represent the newly created district. Ultimately, Gola would not finish-out his first term in the House, opting instead to seek the office of Philadelphia City Controller in 1969. He scored an 80,000 vote victory over Democrat[image: External link] Charles Peruto in the general election, and took office the following January. Gola was defeated, however, in his bid for a second term in 1973 by Democrat William Klenk. His defeat was part of a broader setback for Republicans in the city that year, as Arlen Specter[image: External link] lost his bid for a third term as District Attorney[image: External link].[4] Gola made his final attempt at elected office in 1983, when he sought the office of Mayor[image: External link]. He came in last in the three-man field Republican primary, behind Congressman[image: External link] Charlie Dougherty[image: External link] and the winner, John Egan, who went on to lose the fall general election to Wilson Goode[image: External link].[5]
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 Personal




Gola was married to Caroline Norris in June 1955, and they had one son Thomas Christopher. Gola died on January 26, 2014 at the age of 81 in Meadowbrook, Pennsylvania[image: External link].[1] A former US Army specialist, he was buried at the Washington Crossing National Cemetery[image: External link] in Upper Makefield Township, Bucks County, Pennsylvania[image: External link].[6]
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 College basketball achievements





	All-District player (four times, 1952–55)

	All-State player (four times, 1952–55)

	All-America selection (four times, 1952–55)

	Consensus All-American (three times, 1953–55)

	NIT Championship, NIT Co-MVP (1952)

	First alternate to US Olympic Basketball Team (1952)

	NCAA Championship, NCAA Tournament MVP (1954)

	College Basketball Player of the Year (1954)

	NCAA all-time rebounding leader (2,201)

	2,462 points

	102-19 (.843) won-lost record

	#15 retired by La Salle
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 Pro basketball achievements





	NBA championship (1956)

	All-NBA second team (1958)

	5-time NBA all-star (1960–1964)

	One of only two players to win NCAA, NIT & NBA championships

	Elected to Basketball Hall of Fame (1976)

	Madison Square Garden Hall of Fame
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 See also





	List of NCAA Division I men's basketball players with 2000 points and 1000 rebounds[image: External link]

	List of NCAA Division I men's basketball career rebounding leaders[image: External link]
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	Pennsylvania House of Representatives[image: External link]



	Preceded by

District Created

	
Member of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives[image: External link] for the 170th District[image: External link]

1969–1970
	Succeeded by

Alvin Katz[image: External link]




	Political offices



	Preceded by

Alexander Hemphill

	
Philadelphia City Controller[image: External link]

1970–1974
	Succeeded by

William Klenk
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Neil Johnston





Donald Neil Johnston (February 4, 1929 – September 28, 1978) was an American Hall of Fame basketball[image: External link] player at the center[image: External link] position who played eight years in the National Basketball Association (NBA), from 1951 to 1959.[1]
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 Early life




Johnston was a 1946 graduate of Chillicothe High School[image: External link] in Chillicothe, Ohio[image: External link], where he was an all-state selection in basketball.[2]

Johnston attended Ohio State University[image: External link], where he starred in baseball and basketball.

Johnston signed a professional baseball contract with the Philadelphia Phillies[image: External link] out of college and pitched two-and-a-half years for the Terre Haute[image: External link] Phillies of the Three-I League[image: External link]. With a 3–9 record halfway through his third losing season in 1951, Johnston decided to give pro basketball a try. With the assistance of his manager, Jim Ward, he tried out for the Philadelphia Warriors at the team camp in Hershey, Pennsylvania[image: External link].
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 Professional career




Johnston led the NBA in scoring for three consecutive seasons: 1952–53, 1953–54, and 1954–55. During the 1954–55 season[image: External link], he also won the league's rebounding title. He led the league in minutes played in the 1952–53 season[image: External link], 1953–54 season[image: External link] and in field goal percentage in the 1952–53 and 1955–56 season and 1956–57 season[image: External link]. He led the NBA in Win Shares for five consecutive seasons.[3]

Johnston played his entire career with the Philadelphia Warriors, playing on their championship team in 1956. He played in six NBA All-Star Games, was an All-NBA First Team selection four times, and was an All-NBA Second Team selection once.

During his career, the 6-foot, 8-inch Johnston was well known for his sweeping right-handed hook shot.[4]

Johnston was forced to retire after a serious knee injury in the 1958–59 season. During his eight-year career, he averaged 19.4 points per game, 11.5 rebounds and 2.5 assists, with a field goal percentage of .444 and a free throw percentage of .768.[5]
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 After basketball




After his playing career, Johnston coached the Warriors to a 95–59 record for the first two seasons of Wilt Chamberlain's NBA career. He also worked as an assistant coach at Wake Forest University[image: External link] under Jack McCloskey[image: External link].[6]

In addition, Johnston coached the Pittsburgh Rens[image: External link] and Connie Hawkins[image: External link] of the American Basketball League[image: External link].[7] He also coached the Wilmington Blue Bombers of the Eastern Basketball League.[8] In 1972, he was an assistant coach with the Portland Trail Blazers. His last job was as athletic director at North Lake College[image: External link] in Irving, Texas[image: External link].[9]

On September 28, 1978, Johnston died of a heart attack at age 49 while playing basketball in Bedford, Texas.[10][11]

In 1980, Johnston was inducted posthumously into the Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame.[12]

In 1990, he was enshrined posthumously into the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame[13] and the Ohio Basketball Hall of Fame.[14]

In 2005, he was inducted into the Philadelphia Sports Hall of Fame.[15]
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	List of individual National Basketball Association scoring leaders by season[image: External link]

	List of National Basketball Association annual minutes leaders[image: External link]
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 Further reading





	Alex Sachare, 100 Greatest Basketball Players of all Time (1997) ISBN 0-671-01168-5[image: External link]
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	New York

Knicks
	26
	42
	38
	41
	147



	Philadelphia

Warriors
	42
	37
	46
	44
	169








	Date
	March 2, 1962



	Venue
	
Hershey Sports Arena, Hershey, Pennsylvania[image: External link]




	Attendance
	4,124




Wilt Chamberlain set the single-game scoring record[image: External link] in the National Basketball Association (NBA) by scoring 100 points for the Philadelphia Warriors in a 169–147 win over the New York Knicks on March 2, 1962, at Hershey Sports Arena in Hershey, Pennsylvania[image: External link]. It is widely considered one of the greatest records in basketball. Chamberlain set five other league records[image: External link] that game including most free throws[image: External link] made, a notable achievement, as he was regarded as a poor free throw shooter. The teams broke the record for most combined points in a game[image: External link] (316). That season[image: External link], Chamberlain averaged a record 50.4 points per game[image: External link], and he had broken the NBA single-game scoring record (71) earlier in the season in December with 78 points. The third-year center[image: External link] had already set season scoring records in his first two seasons. In the fourth quarter, the Knicks began fouling[image: External link] other players to keep the ball away from Chamberlain, and they also became deliberate on offense to reduce the number of possessions for Philadelphia. The Warriors countered by committing fouls of their own to get the ball back.

The game was not televised, and no video footage of the game has been recovered; there are only audio recordings of the game's fourth quarter. The NBA was not yet a major sports league[image: External link] and struggled to compete against college basketball[image: External link]. The attendance at this game was around half of capacity, and no members of the New York press were at the game.
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Chamberlain was in his third season in the NBA, having set season scoring records[image: External link] in each of his first two seasons with 37.6 and then 38.4 points per game.[1] Frank McGuire, the Warriors' new coach, started the season vowing to get the ball to Chamberlain "two-thirds of the time."[2] Sports Illustrated[image: External link] wrote that McGuire's "eventual effect may be to measurably change the character of professional basketball from the brawling, hustling, cigar-in-the-face and eye-on-the-till game it has been for decades to the major league sport which it longs and deserves to be."[3] He was determined to play Chamberlain every minute of every game; the 7-foot-1-inch (2.16 m) and 260-pound (120 kg) center[image: External link] had missed only eight minutes and 33 seconds that season due to disqualification in a game from technical fouls[image: External link].[4] In three earlier games that week, Chamberlain had scored 67, 65, and 61 points respectively,[5] giving him an already-record 15 times scoring 60 or more points[image: External link] in his career. He was closing in on 4,000 points for the season, needing 237 more; no other player had ever scored 3,000 points at that point.[5] On December 8, 1961, in a triple overtime game versus the Los Angeles Lakers, he set a new NBA record by scoring 78 points, breaking the record of 71 previously set by Elgin Baylor[image: External link]. Legendary Laker broadcaster Chick Hearn[image: External link] often told the story that after the game, he asked Baylor if it bothered him that Chamberlain had an extra 15 minutes to break the record. According to Hearn, Baylor said he wasn't concerned because "someday that guy is going to score 100".[6] Rival center Bill Russell[image: External link] predicted, "[Chamberlain] has the size, strength, and stamina to score one hundred some night."[7] In a high school game in 1955, Chamberlain had scored 90 points in a 123–21 victory. The Philadelphia Inquirer[image: External link] wrote, "Chamberlain might have hit 100 if he had played the entire 32 minutes."[8]

Before Chamberlain, the most dominant big man in the NBA was 6-foot-10-inch (2.08 m) George Mikan[image: External link]. In November 1950, the Fort Wayne Pistons held the ball for minutes at a time without shooting to limit the impact of the Minneapolis Lakers' Mikan. The Pistons attempted 13 shots in the game, and won 19–18.[9] NBA President Maurice Podoloff[image: External link] said, "In our game, with the number of stars we have, we of necessity run up big scores."[10] In the 1950–51 season[image: External link], teams averaged just above 80 points per game. The NBA introduced the 24-second shot clock[image: External link] in 1954, and league scoring and attendance increased. By the 1961–62 season[image: External link], teams were averaging 119 points each game.[11][12] Chamberlain that season was one of 37  black[image: External link] players in the league, the NBA having started integration of blacks in 1950[image: External link].[13] With their emergence, the NBA game was stylistically being played faster and above the rim[ discuss[image: External link]]. Many of the league's great players were black, and blacks believed they were limited by a league quota[image: External link] of four black players per team.[14] Critics suggested that basketball was becoming uninteresting with taller players dominating.[15][16] Warriors teammate Joe Ruklick[image: External link] thought that "the attitude [among white players in the NBA] was, in my opinion, '[Chamberlain] is a freak who will come and go. There will never be a black guy doing this again.'"[17] Chamberlain, nicknamed Dipper, was revolutionizing the sport with his slam dunks[image: External link], nicknamed the Dipper Dunk.[5][18] Traditionalists considered dunking poor sportsmanship[image: External link], and their occurrence was rare. As the league's second tallest player,[note 1] Chamberlain began dunking more regularly. He was still more of a finesse player, preferring fadeaway[image: External link] shots and finger rolls[image: External link]. He rarely dunked forcefully. Teammate Paul Arizin believed Chamberlain did not want to be perceived as great merely from being tall.[19]

There was little advance excitement about the pending Warriors-Knicks game that Friday. Only five games remained in the regular season, with the Warriors (46–29) in second place—eleven games behind the Boston Celtics—and the Knicks in last place.[20] Chamberlain had spent the night before the game in New York City,[note 2] partying all night with a female companion before dropping her off at her home at 6 am[5][21] With no sleep and suffering from a hangover[image: External link], he boarded the train to Philadelphia[image: External link] at 8 am, met several friends at the Philadelphia train station, and had a long lunch with them, thus almost missing the team bus to Hershey.[21] The other players were similarly bored. Warriors player York Larese[image: External link] said: "The biggest thrill in my life was to see that. There was nothing exciting about the Knicks playing the Warriors in Hershey. Chocolate was more exciting."[22] The game was played at Hershey Sports Arena, an old drafty gym originally built for ice hockey. The league occasionally played games in remote towns to attract new fans. This was the Warriors' third "home" game of the season in Hershey, which was 85 miles (137 km) from Philadelphia.[23][24] The Warriors' Tom Meschery called the arena "god-forsaken place ... The town of Hershey was built around a huge chocolate factory; everything there became permeated with the smell of chocolate. It was practically impossible to stay indoors; people felt sick. I was just dreaming to leave the place as fast as I could."[25]

On a cold, rainy Friday night, only 4,124 spectators paid to see the game, more to see players from the Philadelphia Eagles[image: External link], the local American football team, play an exhibition basketball game against their colleagues from the Baltimore Colts[image: External link] before the NBA game started.[21] The arena's capacity was over 8,000, and Warriors owner Eddie Gottlieb[image: External link] was infamous for exaggerating attendance numbers.[20] Warriors home attendance had dropped from 7,000 in Chamberlain's rookie season to less than 5,000 in this, his third, season.[26] College basketball[image: External link] had started offering doubleheaders during the Great Depression[image: External link] to provide customers value for their money. Fans had grown accustomed to watching two games, so doubleheaders in the NBA became common.[27]

The National Basketball Association was still struggling in its 16th season, not yet a major sports league and less established than college basketball[image: External link]. The league was hardly national with only one team, the Los Angeles Lakers, west of St. Louis[image: External link]. The NBA received low television ratings[image: External link], and this game was not televised.[28] The National Broadcasting Company[image: External link] (NBC) considered not renewing the league's television contract.[26] No members from the New York press were present as reporters were in Florida covering spring training[image: External link] for the New York Yankees[image: External link] and the expansion New York Mets[image: External link].[29] With few in the media present, the Warriors' publicist was tasked this night with being the stringer[image: External link] for the Associated Press[image: External link] (AP), United Press International[image: External link] (UPI), and The Philadelphia Inquirer.[30] Only two photographers were at the game.[31]

The Knicks were shorthanded with their starting center, Phil Jordon[image: External link], out sick.[32] Jordon's illness was officially reported as influenza[image: External link] but it was widely suspected he was simply hung over[image: External link]. Jordon, in an early-season game, had played Chamberlain even, scoring 33 points to the Warriors center's 34.[33] The Knicks instead started 6-foot-10-inch (2.08 m), 220-pound (100 kg), second-year player Darrall Imhoff[image: External link], a strong defensive player in college who led the California Golden Bears[image: External link] to the NCAA championship in 1959[image: External link] and won a gold medal in the 1960 Summer Olympics[image: External link].[34][35] New York also had 6-foot-9-inch (2.06 m), 210-pound (95 kg), backup center Cleveland Buckner[image: External link], a better shooter than a defender who Chamberlain overpowered for a NBA record 28 points in one quarter two days earlier.[36]
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According to McGuire, the game did not start with any game plan to get Chamberlain 100 points.[37] After a few minutes, the Warriors led 19–3, and their star center had already scored 13 points and made his first five shots.[38] At the end of the first quarter, the Knicks trailed 42–26, and in his typical style, Chamberlain had already scored 23 points, making all nine of his free throws.[21][39] Free throws were the weakest part of his game, making barely more than half in his first seasons. He had started shooting free throws underhanded that season per McGuire's suggestion.[40] Chamberlain at that point was thinking more about a free throw shooting record than scoring a lot of points;[41] the NBA record was 24 free throws made in a game.[39] Imhoff was soon benched because of foul trouble.[42] After one foul, he snapped at the referee[image: External link], "Well, why don't you just give the guy a hundred now and we'll all go home!"[43] Neither referee had ever been a lead official before, and Imhoff privately wished a stronger lead was working the game.[44] By halftime, the Warriors had lost some of their edge, but still led 79–68. Chamberlain's point total stood at 41. The Warriors felt little excitement, as he had scored 60 or more points on 15 previous occasions. "I often came into the locker room with 30 or 35 points, therefore, 41 points was not a big deal", Chamberlain later explained.[21] During halftime, the Warriors' Guy Rodgers said, "Let's get the ball to Dip. Let's see how many he can get."[45] McGuire agreed.[21]

This simple tactic proved unstoppable. Soon, he had surpassed the 50-point barrier, causing arena speaker Dave Zinkoff[image: External link] to fire up the previously sleepy crowd. Chamberlain also kept his cool despite getting perpetually triple and quadruple-teamed by the Knicks, who did not shy away from hard fouls to distract the center. McGuire was irate and demanded that the referees call more fouls, but Chamberlain could not be stopped.[46] He scored another 28 points to lift his Warriors to a commanding 125–106 lead by the end of the third quarter. His own total stood at 69, nine shy of his previous scoring record. The Knicks' third center, Dave Budd[image: External link], who alternated with the foul-troubled Imhoff at pivot, later stated that resistance was futile: "You couldn't play [Chamberlain] conventionally because he was so big. The only thing you could attempt to do was either front him, and in that case they'd try to lob it in to him, or beat him down the floor and set up where he wanted to get and force him out a couple of extra steps. The guy weighed 300 or 270 [pounds], so that wasn't easy, either."[22] Chamberlain now realized he could break his own 73-point scoring record (for a regulation 48-minute game) or his record 78 points, set in triple overtime[image: External link].[41]
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Dave Zinkoff[image: External link], the public address announcer, began announcing Chamberlain's point total after each of his baskets.[37] With ten minutes to play in the game, Warriors forward Tom Meschery sensed the team concept breaking down. The team's offense had shifted to getting Chamberlain the ball and then stopping and watching instead of cutting and moving without the ball.[47] Chamberlain needed 25 points with eight minutes remaining to reach 100, a rate equivalent to 150 points in a full game.[48] He scored his 79th point with 7:51 left, breaking his own record and sending the crowd into a frenzy. The 4,124 spectators screamed, "Give it to Wilt! Give it to Wilt!"[21] After he reached 80, the crowd yelled for 100. Chamberlain thought, "Man, these people are tough. I'm tired. I've got 80 points and no one has ever scored 80." The Warriors continued giving Chamberlain the ball.[49] Warrior Al Attles later explained, "We wanted that Wilt got the record, because we all liked him." Attles himself led by example, passing up on an easy layup so that Chamberlain could score points 88 and 89, five minutes before the end.[21]

With six minutes remaining, the Knicks began intentionally fouling any Warrior except Chamberlain, keeping the ball out of the center's hands.[21][50][51] New York also began moving the ball slowly and using as much of the shot clock as possible to leave fewer opportunities for Chamberlain to score.[52] Effectively, they played the opposite of what a normal club would do if they faced a deficit, willingly giving up many easy points instead of making attempts to rally back.[46] Meschery said the Warriors lobbed the ball in from the sideline across the floor directly to Chamberlain, who would use his size and strength to get the ball.[25][49] Chamberlain was the only Warrior to make a field goal[image: External link] in almost four minutes before Meschery made a jump shot[image: External link] at 4:15.[53] Philadelphia began quickly fouling New York with around four minutes left, reciprocating the intentional foul strategy.[54] Warriors coach Frank McGuire at one point pulled out his entire starting five, save Chamberlain, and replaced them with bench players.[note 3] The intention was to foul the Knicks, get the ball back after free throws and give Chamberlain the ball. Thus each team spent the last minutes fouling each other.[51] The Warriors ended with 25 personal fouls, and the Knicks with 32, and lost Imhoff and Willie Naulls[image: External link] with six fouls.[21]

With 2:12 left, Chamberlain had 94 points, and he scored on a fadeaway for his 96th point. His next basket at 1:19 came off a lob pass from York Larese[image: External link] for a powerful dunk that was rare for Chamberlain. Gary M. Pomerantz[image: External link] in his book Wilt, 1962: The Night of 100 Points and the Dawn of a New Era wrote that Chamberlain's usual "Dipper Dunk" was "a considerably less emphatic basket stuff, like a rock that barely ripples the pond."[51][55] With less than a minute left in the game, Chamberlain set up in the post.[51] Ruklick passed to Rodgers, who passed to Chamberlain close to the basket, but he missed the shot. Ted Luckenbill[image: External link] rebounded and passed it back to Chamberlain, who missed again. Luckenbill again rebounded and this time passed to Ruklick, who eschewed an easy layup and instead lobbed a high pass to Chamberlain.[56] With 46 seconds left, Chamberlain got free from the five Knicks, jumped high and put the ball into the basket to hit the century mark.[21] Eyewitness accounts of the historic basket differ as to whether Chamberlain merely laid the ball in[57][58] or actually stuffed the ball through the hoop for an alley-oop[image: External link] slam dunk.[21][56] In any event, the arena exploded in a frenzy and over 200 spectators stormed the floor, wanting to touch the hero of the night.[46] Ruklick immediately ran to the scorer's table to ensure that he was officially credited with the assist.[56]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Finale




For years, the belief was that the final 46 seconds of the game were not played after Chamberlain scored his 100th point due to the celebration on the court;[59][60] Chamberlain himself was quoted as having made that claim.[61] However, recordings from the WCAU[image: External link] radio broadcast include announcer Bill Campbell[image: External link] resuming his play-by-play[image: External link] call after Chamberlain's 100th point and calling the game to its conclusion.[62] A copy of the radio broadcast of the game was only uncovered in 1988. WCAU's original game tape had been recorded over by one of its engineers, a standard practice in those days. However, a Philadelphian had recorded with a Dictaphone[image: External link] part of Campbell's coverage in the fourth quarter, but only the Warriors possessions. Two years later, a reel-to-reel tape[image: External link] of Campbell's entire fourth quarter call surfaced; Jim Trelease[image: External link], then a college student at the University of Massachusetts[image: External link], had recorded a 3 am re-broadcast of the fourth quarter of the game. The NBA merged the reel-to-reel with the Dictaphone tape, which also included a short postgame show[image: External link].[63][64][65] German sports journalist Gunter Bork specified that the interruption resulting from Chamberlain's 100th point lasted for nine minutes, after which play continued.[21]

Over the years, Harvey Pollack[image: External link], who at the time was in charge of publicity and statistics for the Warriors, has given conflicting statements on the question. In a 1992 book, he was twice quoted as saying that the game ended with 46 seconds remaining.[57] But in a 2002 interview quoted by Chamberlain biographer Robert Cherry, Pollack said that the last 46 seconds were played, and that Chamberlain just stood in the middle circle, waiting for the game to end and not wanting to touch the ball, as "100 sounded better than 102".[46][66] The game's official box score notes that Warrior Joe Ruklick[image: External link] missed two free throws after the break.[35] Ruklick said he planned to miss the second free throw in hopes that Chamberlain might rebound it and get 102 points.[67]

The radio postgame show reported the Warriors defeating the Knicks 169–150. However, the official scorer's report recorded the game as 169–147, a discrepancy that has never been explained.[68] Chamberlain made 36 of 63 field-goals and 28 of 32 free throws[image: External link], the latter a far better rate than his roughly 50% career average.[69] In two earlier games at Hershey that season, Chamberlain had made a combined 27 of 38 free throws, 71 percent. The basket rims at the arena were aged, flimsy, and forgiving. Balls would bounce off of typical firm rims, whereas balls near the rim in Hershey were apt to get a good roll and fall in.[70] Playing all 48 minutes of the game, Chamberlain set NBA records for field goals attempted (63) and made (36), free throws made (28), most points in a quarter (31), and half (59).[46][71] He averaged 73 points in four games that week, exceeding 60 in all of them.[72]

Rodgers finished with a game-high 20 assists and later said: "It was the easiest game ever for me to get assists, all I had to do was pass it to Wilt."[46] Attles was a defensive specialist who rarely scored, yet went 8–8 from the field and hit his single free throw. He later lamented, "In the game where I literally couldn't miss, Wilt had to go out and score 100."[46]

The Warriors and Knicks combined for a record 316 points. Philadelphia fell short of the Boston Celtics' then-record of 173 points in a game.[73] It was not uncommon for late-season NBA games to feature little defense.[38] Celtics guard Bob Cousy[image: External link] said that the level of play in the NBA decreased as the season progressed, and "defenses are out of gas" by the end of the season.[74]

The following night, Chamberlain got permission to travel back to New York with three Knicks players. According to Cherry, Chamberlain drifted in and out of sleep and got a kick overhearing the New York players talk about the "S.O.B. who scored 100 points on us".[46] On March 4, the Warriors played the Knicks again in Madison Square Garden[image: External link], and Imhoff got a standing ovation for "holding" Chamberlain to 58 points.[72][75][note 4]
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"True, over-anxiousness caused Wilt to miss some shots he'd ordinarily make. But he made some he wouldn't have dared taken under ordinary circumstances. Long jumpers from 25–30 feet out with two and three men clinging onto the wiry, 260-pound frame. Power-packed dunk shots when he had to bull through, around and over a tight knot of defenders. Blazing speed that carried him downcourt for layups after he had launched the fast break with a rebound himself. He earned every point."





—Jack Kiser, The Philadelphia Inquirer[image: External link][77]


The record was not highly anticipated like the four-minute mile[image: External link] had been.[78] In Philadelphia, there was little fanfare in The Philadelphia Inquirer or The Philadelphia Bulletin[image: External link], which both had a box on the front page announcing the achievement with a story in the sports section. Philadelphia Daily News[image: External link] had no mention on its cover. The Bulletin wrote, "Thus was fulfilled a prophecy made the first time the magnificent 7'1" scoring star of the Warriors played a game in the National Basketball Association three years ago."[79] New York City papers ran stories from the news agencies. The New York Times and The New York Herald Tribune[image: External link] ran the AP story on pages 14 and 11, respectively. The New York Daily News[image: External link] ran the UPI story on page 26. The New York Post[image: External link] gave prominent back-page coverage to Chamberlain's feat on Sunday.[80] The New York Daily News on Sunday wrote, "Basketball is not prospering because most normal sized American youngsters or adults cannot identify themselves with the freakish stars ... You just can't sell a seven-foot basket stuffing monster to even the most gullible adolescent."[81] In his prime, Chamberlain was such a dominant scorer that his feat was mostly taken for granted. Warriors player Al Attles said that after Chamberlain's previous record 78-point game, "It was only a matter of time until he reached 100, you could wait for it."[21] Warriors coach Frank McGuire initially thought the same thing, then said, "I always thought it was inevitable that he would do it. But when he did, I stopped and thought about it. I couldn't believe it."[22]

Chamberlain thanked his teammates. "It wouldn't even have been close to possible without them. They wanted me to get it as much I did."[82] He added, "They had to do more than just give up open shots. They had to avoid fouls and pass me the ball in traffic."[83] Knicks' player Richie Guerin[image: External link] felt the Warriors broke a code of honor in sports by embarrassing an opponent and setting a record outside the normal flow of the game.[84] Although effusive in his praise of Chamberlain, Guerin nonetheless estimated that if the game had played out normally, Chamberlain would have finished 15 to 20 points shy of 100.[57] Chamberlain countered he could have scored 140 if the Knicks "had played straight-up basketball."[85] New York coach Eddie Donovan[image: External link] suggested, "The game was a farce. They would foul us and we would foul them."[79] The Knicks' Naulls stated, "The game was not a fluke ... I thought it was absolutely authentic."[83] Imhoff said Zinkoff's announcements did not help the Knicks' cause.[72]

Johnny Kerr[image: External link] of the Syracuse Nationals marveled, "How about this: He's the world's worst free-throw shooter and he's 28 out of 32!" Cousy figured the game must have gone out of control, just as when Cousy had 29 assists when the Celtics scored 173 points against Minneapolis. Boston coach Red Auerbach[image: External link] laughed, "He's playing against nobody." Bill Russell smiled and said, "The Big Fella finally did it."[86] In a conversation with Naulls after the game, Chamberlain predicted he would win his NBA championships but still be known for his individualism, versus Russell[image: External link] who was credited for making his team—the Boston Celtics—great.[87] Two days after the historic feat, Chamberlain made a guest appearance on The Ed Sullivan Show[image: External link].[88]

Chamberlain finished the season with a record of 50.4 points per game. He scored a record 4,029 points, more than the division-winning Warriors in 1947–48 scored as a team. He played in a record 3,882 minutes—including every minute of 79 (a record) of 80 games.[89][90] He averaged 48.5 minutes per game. An NBA game is 48 minutes, but Chamberlain played in 10 overtime periods in seven games. He was second in the league in field goal percentage at .506 and made 61 percent of his free throws, a career high.[91][92] The Warriors finished the season with a 49–31 record. They lost in the conference finals of the playoffs[image: External link] to the Celtics, losing the seventh game 109–107.[93] The closest Chamberlain came again to 100 was 73 and 72 points the next season, when he also averaged 44.8 points. The NBA in 1964 widened the lane[image: External link] from 12 feet (3.7 m) to 16 feet (4.9 m) to limit Chamberlain, and he averaged 36.9 that season.
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The anniversary of the game was not widely commemorated until its silver anniversary in 1987. By that time, the NBA had grown to be a popular sports league with average attendance of 13,000 fans per game and star players like Magic Johnson, Larry Bird[image: External link], and Michael Jordan.[94] The Warriors' PR director Harvey Pollack[image: External link] said an impossible 40,000 people claimed to have seen the game, and some even testified it took place in Madison Square Garden.[46] Chamberlain later stated it was one of his favorite games, but not the favorite: that title belonged to the match in which he grabbed an NBA record[image: External link] 55 rebounds against perennial rival Bill Russell[image: External link].[46] He did not want to feed the criticism that he was more interested in personal stardom than winning.[95] Although Chamberlain won two NBA championships and was the NBA's all-time leading scorer and rebounder when he retired, he was mostly remembered[image: External link] as the man who had single-handedly scored 100 points in a game.[85] Chamberlain publicly embraced the 100-point game in his final years. On a radio show commemorating the game's 31st anniversary in 1993, he said, "As time goes by, I feel more a part of that 100-point game."[96] He explained that growing up on the streets, he would have been derisively labelled a gunner, a glory-hound, for attempting 63 shots.[97] "You take that many shots on the playground, and no one ever wants you on their team again."[98] He said he took shots he normally would not, noting that in contests which he considered to be better he scored 50 to 60 points on around 75 percent shooting, as opposed to his 57 percent shooting in the 100-point game.[98] He was proud that people who knew nothing about basketball would point out the game to their kids when they saw him. "I know that it has been my tag. I am definitely proud of it. But it was definitely a team effort. You had to see some of the things my teammates did to get me the ball ... It was almost like a circus out there for a while."[96]

Two other participants were profoundly affected. Firstly, Knicks center Darrall Imhoff[image: External link] was branded as the player who let Chamberlain score 100 on him, although he only played 20 of 48 minutes and was not on the court when it happened.[99] On the other hand, the game immortalized little-used Warriors reserve player Joe Ruklick[image: External link] as the man who gave Chamberlain the 100-point assist.[46] Decades later, The New York Times interviewed Ruklick and found out that he refers to himself as "a walking footnote" of one of basketball's greatest moments.[56] The game also produced the famous picture of Chamberlain sitting on a bench, holding up a paper with a scribbled "100". The photograph was actually a matter of improvisation: when Warriors PR manager Harvey Pollack entered the Warriors locker room, he took a paper and scribbled the number on it, and Associated Press photographer Paul Vathis[100] who was there at the game (not for professional reasons, but rather because he wanted to give his son a treat) took the now-famous photo.[46] Cherry calls it the "ultimate picture" of Wilt Chamberlain.[46]

Chamberlain's 100 points is widely considered one of basketball's greatest records.[101][102][103] Decades after his record, many NBA teams did not even average 100 points as fewer field goals per game were being attempted.[101] The closest any player has gotten to 100 points was the Los Angeles Lakers' Kobe Bryant, who scored 81 in a 122–104 win over the Toronto Raptors on January 22, 2006.[71][104][105] Whereas Chamberlain was fed repeatedly by teammates for inside shots in a blowout win, Bryant created his own shot—mostly from the outside—in a game which the Lakers trailed at halftime by 14 and did not pull away until the fourth quarter.[106][107] Chamberlain, playing in an era when the games were paced faster and scoring opportunities were more plentiful,[107][108] accounted for 59 percent of his team's points, compared to Bryant scoring 66 percent of the Lakers' 122 points.[109][110] Bryant afterwards said Chamberlain's record was "unthinkable ... It's pretty exhausting to think about it."[111] David Thompson[image: External link] broke Chamberlain's record for points in a quarter by scoring 32 in the first quarter of his 73-point game.[note 5] Adrian Dantley[image: External link] tied the record of 28 free throws made in a regular season game on January 4, 1984, but through the 2010–11 season[image: External link], all of Chamberlain's other records set that day still stand.[112] Twenty years after the Warriors and Knicks combined for 316 points, the San Antonio Spurs defeated the Milwaukee Bucks 171–166 in triple overtime on March 6, 1982, for a total of 337 points. That record was broken more quickly as the Detroit Pistons defeated the Denver Nuggets 186–184 (also in triple overtime) on December 13, 1983, for 370 points.[113]

Pomerantz wrote in his 2005 book that the lack of videotape of the 100-point game "only added to its mystique."[83] For a while, NBA Commissioner David Stern[image: External link]'s office phone would play Campbell's call of the 100-point basket to callers on hold: "He made it! He made it! He made it! A Dipper Dunk!"[95] Kerry Ryman, who was 14 years old when he attended the game, claimed to have left the arena with the basketball that Chamberlain used to score his famous basket. The ball was auctioned by Leland's Auction in 2000 for $551,844, which was the then-third highest sports memorabilia auction price. After controversy over the ball's authenticity, the sale was suspended. The ball was relisted months later and sold for only $67,791.[114][115] Attles contends that Chamberlain gave him the actual 100-point ball.[98][116] In 2014, Josh Pastner[image: External link], then head coach of the Memphis Tigers[image: External link], stated that his father, who was a ballboy for the Warriors, had taped the game starting in the second quarter. Pastner's father had been attempting to locate the footage among his many boxes, but he also conceded that the footage might be lost.[117]

In 1961–62, the NBA's three highest scoring averages were by black players (Chamberlain, Baylor, Walt Bellamy[image: External link]).[90] Oscar Robertson[image: External link], a Hall of Famer, believes the NBA would have lost its small television contract and not survived without the emergence of black superstars. "People heard about Wilt scoring a 100, averaging 50 a night, and they wanted to see the guy do it ... I believe Wilt Chamberlain single-handedly saved the league."[118] Naulls wrote, "Wilt had rung the bell of freedom loud and clear, shouting, 'Let my people be free to express themselves.' For we were and will be for all time those who withstood the humiliation of racial quotas even to the point of the NBA's facing extinction because of retarded expression and stagnating growth."[119]
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March 2, 1962








	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Philadelphia Warriors 169, New York Knicks 147



	
Scoring by quarter: 42–26, 37–42, 46–38, 44–41



	
Pts: Wilt Chamberlain 100

Rebs: Wilt Chamberlain 25

Asts: Guy Rodgers 20
	
	
Pts: Richie Guerin[image: External link] 39

Rebs: Dave Budd[image: External link] 10

Asts: Richie Guerin[image: External link] 6






	

Hershey Sports Arena, Hershey, Pennsylvania[image: External link]

Attendance: 4,124

Referees: Willie Smith and Pete D'Ambrosio















	Legend



	Pos
	Position
	Min
	Minutes played
	FGM
	Field goals[image: External link] made
	FGA
	Field goals attempted
	FTM
	Free throws[image: External link] made



	FTA
	Free throws attempted
	Reb
	Rebounds[image: External link]
	Ast
	Assists[image: External link]
	PF
	Personal fouls[image: External link]
	Pts
	Points[image: External link]







	Philadelphia Warriors



	


	Player
	Pos
	Min
	FGM
	FGA
	FTM
	FTA
	Reb
	Ast
	PF
	Pts



	Arizin, PaulPaul Arizin
	F
	31
	7
	18
	2
	2
	5
	4
	0
	16



	Meschery, TomTom Meschery
	F
	40
	7
	12
	2
	2
	7
	3
	4
	16



	Chamberlain, WiltWilt Chamberlain
	C[image: External link]
	48
	36
	63
	28
	32
	25
	2
	2
	100



	Rodgers, GuyGuy Rodgers
	G
	48
	1
	4
	9
	12
	7
	20
	5
	11



	Attles, AlAl Attles
	G
	34
	8
	8
	1
	1
	5
	6
	4
	17



	Larese, YorkYork Larese[image: External link]
	
	14
	4
	5
	1
	1
	1
	2
	5
	9



	Conlin, EdEd Conlin[image: External link]
	
	14
	0
	4
	0
	0
	4
	1
	1
	0



	Ruklick, JoeJoe Ruklick[image: External link]
	
	8
	0
	1
	0
	2
	2
	1
	2
	0



	Luckenbill, TedTed Luckenbill[image: External link]
	
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	2
	0



	01Team rebounds
	3
	



	02Team totals
	240
	63
	115
	43
	52
	60
	39
	25
	169





	


	Player
	Pos
	Min
	FGM
	FGA
	FTM
	FTA
	Reb
	Ast
	PF
	Pts



	Naulls, WillieWillie Naulls[image: External link]
	F
	43
	9
	22
	13
	15
	7
	2
	5
	31



	Green, JohnnyJohnny Green[image: External link]
	F
	21
	3
	7
	0
	0
	7
	1
	5
	6



	Imhoff, DarrallDarrall Imhoff[image: External link]
	C[image: External link]
	20
	3
	7
	1
	1
	6
	0
	6
	7



	Guerin, RichieRichie Guerin[image: External link]
	G
	46
	13
	29
	13
	17
	8
	6
	5
	39



	Butler, AlAl Butler[image: External link]
	G
	32
	4
	13
	0
	0
	7
	3
	1
	8



	Buckner, ClevelandCleveland Buckner[image: External link]
	
	33
	16
	26
	1
	1
	8
	0
	4
	33



	Budd, DaveDave Budd[image: External link]
	
	27
	6
	8
	1
	1
	10
	1
	1
	13



	Butcher, DonnieDonnie Butcher[image: External link]
	
	18
	3
	6
	4
	6
	3
	4
	5
	10



	01Team rebounds
	4
	



	02Team totals
	240
	57
	118
	33
	41
	60
	17
	32
	147












	Wilt Chamberlain's statistics by quarter





	Quarter
	Min
	FGM
	FGA
	FTM
	FTA
	Reb
	Ast
	PF
	Pts



	1st
	12
	7
	14
	9
	9
	10
	0
	0
	23



	2nd
	12
	7
	12
	4
	5
	4
	1
	1
	18



	3rd
	12
	10
	16
	8
	8
	6
	1
	0
	28



	4th
	12
	12
	21
	7
	10
	5
	0
	1
	31
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 See also





	List of basketball players who have scored 100 points in a single game[image: External link]

	List of career achievements by Wilt Chamberlain[image: External link]
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 Notes





	
^ Swede Halbrook[image: External link] of the Syracuse Nationals was 7 feet 3 inches (2.21 m)


	
^ Despite playing for Philadelphia, Chamberlain lived in Manhattan; he commuted to Philadelphia each day for the team's activities.


	
^ Starters Meschery, Attles, Rodgers, and Arizin were replaced by reserves Ruklick, Larese, Ed Conlin[image: External link] and Ted Luckenbill[image: External link].


	
^ Associated Press wrote that Chamberlain scored 54 points. It also reported Imhoff played all 48 minutes, while Wilt, 1962 said he fouled out near the end of the game.[72][76]


	
^ George Gervin[image: External link] broke that record seven hours later by scoring 33 points in a quarter. Carmelo Anthony[image: External link] later tied Gervin's record. The current record of 37 is held by Klay Thompson.
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