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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Zlatan Ibrahimović (Swedish pronunciation:  ( listen), Bosnian:  ( listen); born 3 October 1981) is a Swedish professional footballer who plays as a forward for English club Manchester United. He was also a member of the Sweden national team, making his senior international debut in 2001 and serving as captain from 2010 until he retired from international football in 2016. Primarily a striker, he is a prolific goalscorer, who is best known for his technique, creativity, strength, ability in the air, and his powerful and accurate striking ability. As of February 2017, he is the second most decorated active footballer in the world, having won 32 trophies in his career. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 873 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) (in French Office des Nations unies contre la drogue et le crime) is a United Nations office that was established in 1997 as the Office for Drug Control and Crime Prevention by combining the United Nations International Drug Control Program (UNDCP) and the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Division in the United Nations Office at Vienna. It is a member of the United Nations Development Group and was renamed the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime in 2002. In 2016–2017 it has an estimated biannual budget of US$700 million. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 212 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. A Uniform Resource Locator (URL), commonly informally termed a web address (a term which is not defined identically) is a reference to a web resource that specifies its location on a computer network and a mechanism for retrieving it. A URL is a specific type of Uniform Resource Identifier (URI), although many people use the two terms interchangeably. A URL implies the means to access an indicated resource and is denoted by a protocol or an access mechanism, which is not true of every URI. Thus http://www.example.com is an URL, while www.example.com is not. URLs occur most commonly to reference web pages (http), but are also used for file transfer (ftp), email (mailto), database access (JDBC), and many other applications. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 99 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. The Walking Dead (also known as The Walking Dead: The Game and The Walking Dead: Season One) is an episodic interactive drama graphic adventure survival horror video game developed and published by Telltale Games. Based on The Walking Dead comic book series, the game consists of five episodes, released between April and November 2012. It is available for Android, iOS, Kindle Fire HDX, Microsoft Windows, Mac OS X, PlayStation 3, PlayStation Vita, Xbox 360, PlayStation 4 and Xbox One. The game is the first of The Walking Dead video game series published by Telltale. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 302 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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UEFA Champions League






"European Cup" redirects here. For other uses, see European Cup (disambiguation)[image: External link].

This article is about the men's UEFA Champions League. For the women's UEFA Champions League, see UEFA Women's Champions League[image: External link]. For the competition trophy which shared the name with the original competition, see European Champion Clubs' Cup.

The UEFA Champions League is an annual continental club football competition organised by the Union of European Football Associations[image: External link] (UEFA) and contested by top-division European clubs. It is one of the most prestigious tournaments in the world and the most prestigious club competition in European football, played by the national league champion (and, for some nations, one or more runners-up) of each UEFA national association. The UEFA Champions League final[image: External link] is the most watched annual sporting event worldwide. The final of the 2012–13 tournament[image: External link] had the highest TV ratings to date, drawing 360 million television viewers.[1]

Introduced in 1992, the competition replaced the European Champion Clubs' Cup, or simply European Cup, which had run since 1955, adding a group stage to the competition and allowing multiple entrants from certain countries.[2] The pre-1992 competition was initially a straight knockout tournament open only to the champion club of each country. During the 1990s, the format was expanded, incorporating a round-robin group stage to include clubs that finished runner-up of some nations' top-level league.[2] While most of Europe's national leagues can still only enter their national league champion, Europe's strongest national leagues now provide up to four teams for the competition,[3] and will provide up to five teams from the 2015–16 season[image: External link] onwards.[4] Clubs that finish next-in-line in each nation's top level league, having not qualified for the UEFA Champions League competition, may be eligible for the next-level UEFA Europa League competition.

In its present format, the UEFA Champions League begins in mid-July with three knockout qualifying rounds and a play-off round. The 10 surviving teams enter the group stage, joining 22 other teams qualified in advance. The 32 teams are drawn into eight groups of four teams and play each other in a double round-robin system. The eight group winners and eight runners-up proceed to the knockout phase that culminates with the final match in May.[5] The winner of the UEFA Champions League qualifies for the UEFA Super Cup and the FIFA Club World Cup[image: External link].[6][7]

Real Madrid[image: External link] is the most successful club in the competition's history, having won the tournament 12 times, including its first five seasons. Spanish clubs have accumulated the highest number of victories (17 wins), followed by England and Italy (12 wins apiece). The competition has been won by 22 different clubs, 12 of which have won it more than once.[8] The reigning champions are Real Madrid[image: External link], who secured their twelfth title in the competition after defeating Juventus[image: External link] 4–1 in the 2017 final[image: External link]. Thus, they became the first team in the UEFA Champions League era to successfully defend their title.
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 History




Main article: European Cup and UEFA Champions League history[image: External link]


The first pan-European tournament was the Challenge Cup[image: External link], a competition between clubs in the Austro-Hungarian Empire[image: External link].[9] The Mitropa Cup[image: External link], a competition modelled after the Challenge Cup, was created in 1927, an idea of Austrian Hugo Meisl, and played between Central European clubs.[10] In 1930, the Coupe des Nations (French: Nations Cup), the first attempt to create a cup for national champion clubs of Europe, was played and organised by Swiss club Servette.[11] Held in Geneva, it brought together ten champions from across the continent. The tournament was won by Újpest[image: External link] of Hungary.[11] Latin European nations came together to form the Latin Cup[image: External link] in 1949.[12] After receiving reports from his journalists over the highly successful Campeonato Sudamericano de Campeones[image: External link] of 1948, Gabriel Hanot, editor of L'Équipe, began proposing the creation of a continent-wide tournament.[13] After Stan Cullis declared Wolverhampton Wanderers "Champions of the World" following a successful run of friendlies in the 1950s, in particular a 3–2 friendly victory[image: External link] against Budapest Honvéd[image: External link], Hanot finally managed to convince UEFA to put into practice such a tournament.[2] It was conceived in Paris in 1955 as the European Champion Clubs' Cup.[2]
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 1955–66: Beginnings




The first edition of the European Cup took place during the 1955–56[image: External link] season.[14][15] Sixteen teams participated: Milan[image: External link] (Italy), AGF Aarhus[image: External link] (Denmark), Anderlecht (Belgium), Djurgården[image: External link] (Sweden), Gwardia Warszawa[image: External link] (Poland), Hibernian[image: External link] (Scotland), Partizan[image: External link] ( Yugoslavia[image: External link]), PSV Eindhoven[image: External link] (Netherlands), Rapid Wien (Austria), Real Madrid[image: External link] (Spain), Rot-Weiss Essen (West Germany), Saarbrücken (Saar), Servette (Switzerland), Sporting CP[image: External link] (Portugal), Stade de Reims (France), and Vörös Lobogó[image: External link] (Hungary).[14][15] The first European Cup match took place on 4 September 1955, and ended in a 3–3 draw between Sporting CP and Partizan.[14][15] The first goal in European Cup history was scored by João Baptista Martins of Sporting CP.[14][15] The inaugural final took place at the Parc des Princes between Stade de Reims and Real Madrid.[14][15][16] The Spanish squad came back from behind to win 4–3 thanks to goals from Alfredo Di Stéfano and Marquitos, as well as two goals from Héctor Rial[image: External link].[14][15][16]

Real Madrid successfully defended the trophy next season[image: External link] in their home stadium, the Santiago Bernabéu, against Fiorentina[image: External link].[17][18] After a scoreless first half, Real Madrid scored twice in six minutes to defeat the Italians.[16][17][18] In 1958[image: External link], Milan failed to capitalise after going ahead on the scoreline twice, only for Real Madrid to equalise.[19][20] The final held in Heysel Stadium[image: External link] went to extra time where Francisco Gento[image: External link] scored the game-winning goal to allow Real Madrid to retain the title for the third consecutive season.[16][19][20] In a rematch of the first final, Real Madrid faced Stade Reims at the Neckarstadion[image: External link] for the 1958–59 season final[image: External link], easily winning 2–0.[16][21][22] West German side Eintracht Frankfurt[image: External link] became the first non-Latin team to reach the European Cup final.[23][24] The 1959–60 season finale[image: External link] still holds the record for the most goals scored, but the record is overshadowed by the 7–3 thrashing Eintracht Frankfurt received in Hampden Park[image: External link], courtesy of four goals by Ferenc Puskás[image: External link] and a hat-trick by Alfredo Di Stéfano.[16][23][24] This was Real Madrid's fifth consecutive title, a record that still stands today.[8]

Los Merengues reign ended in the 1960–61 season[image: External link] when bitter rivals[image: External link] Barcelona[image: External link] dethroned them in the first round.[25][26] Barcelona themselves, however, would be defeated in the final by Portuguese side Benfica[image: External link] 3–2 at Wankdorf Stadium.[25][26][27] Reinforced by Eusébio, Benfica defeated Real Madrid 5–3 at the Olympic Stadium in Amsterdam and kept the title for a second, consecutive season[image: External link].[27][28][29] Benfica wanted to repeat Real Madrid's successful run of the 1950s after reaching the showpiece event of the 1962–63 European Cup[image: External link], but a brace from Brazilian-Italian José Altafini[image: External link] at the Wembley Stadium[image: External link] gave the spoils to Milan, making the trophy leave the Iberian Peninsula[image: External link] for the first time ever.[30][31][32] Internazionale[image: External link] beat an ageing-Real Madrid 3–1 in the Ernst-Happel-Stadion[image: External link] to win the 1963–64 season[image: External link] and replicate their local-rival's success.[33][34][35] The title stayed in the city of Milan for the third year in a row[image: External link] after Inter beat Benfica 1–0 at their home ground, the San Siro[image: External link].[36][37][38]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Anthem




Main article: UEFA Champions League Anthem


The UEFA Champions League anthem, officially titled simply as "Champions League", was written by Tony Britten, and is an adaptation of George Frideric Handel's Zadok the Priest (one of his Coronation Anthems).[39][40] UEFA commissioned Britten in 1992 to arrange an anthem, and the piece was performed by London's Royal Philharmonic Orchestra and sung by the Academy of St. Martin in the Fields.[39] The chorus contains the three official languages used by UEFA: English, German, and French. The anthem's chorus is played before each UEFA Champions League game, as well as at the beginning and end of television broadcasts of the matches. The complete anthem is about three minutes long, and has two short verses and the chorus. For the 2009 UEFA Champions League Final[image: External link] in Rome, tenor Andrea Bocelli sang backing lyrics to the Champions League anthem, whilst similarly Juan Diego Flórez provided the tenor for the 2010 UEFA Champions League Final[image: External link]. Girl band All Angels performed at the 2011 UEFA Champions League Final[image: External link]. Jonas Kaufmann provided the tenor for 2012 UEFA Champions League Final[image: External link], whilst David Garrett performed with his violin. The anthem has never been released commercially in its original version.
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 Branding




In 1991, UEFA asked its commercial partner, Television Event and Media Marketing (TEAM), to help "brand" the Champions League. This resulted in the anthem, "house colours" of black and white or silver and a logo, and the "starball". The starball was created by Design Bridge, a London-based firm selected by TEAM after a competition.[41] TEAM gives particular attention to detail in how the colours and starball are depicted at matches. According to TEAM, "Irrespective of whether you are a spectator in Moscow or Milan, you will always see the same stadium dressing materials, the same opening ceremony featuring the 'starball' centre circle ceremony, and hear the same UEFA Champions League Anthem". Based on research it conducted, TEAM concluded that by 1999, "the starball logo had achieved a recognition rate of 94 percent among fans".[42]
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 Format
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 Qualification




See also: UEFA coefficient[image: External link]


As of 2009[image: External link], the UEFA Champions League begins with a double round-robin group stage of 32 teams, which is preceded by two qualification 'streams' for teams that do not receive direct entry to the tournament proper. The two streams are divided between teams qualified by virtue of being league champions, and those qualified by virtue of finishing 2nd–4th in their national championship.

The number of teams that each association enters into the UEFA Champions League is based upon the UEFA coefficients[image: External link] of the member associations. These coefficients are generated by the results of clubs representing each association during the previous five Champions League and UEFA Europa League/UEFA Cup seasons. The higher an association's coefficient, the more teams represent the association in the Champions League, and the fewer qualification rounds the association's teams must compete in.

Five of the remaining ten qualifying places are granted to the winners of a four-round qualifying tournament between the remaining 40 or 39 national champions, within which those champions from associations with higher coefficients receive byes to later rounds. The other five are granted to the winners of a two-round qualifying tournament between the 15 clubs from the associations ranked 1 through 15, which have qualified based upon finishing second, third, or fourth in their respective national league.

In addition to sporting criteria, any club must be licensed by its national association to participate in the Champions league. To obtain a license, the club must meet certain stadium, infrastructure, and finance requirements.

In 2005–06[image: External link], Liverpool and Artmedia Bratislava[image: External link] became the first teams to reach the Champions League group stage after playing in all three qualifying rounds. In 2008–09[image: External link], both BATE Borisov[image: External link] and Anorthosis Famagusta[image: External link] achieved the same feat. Real Madrid holds the record for the most consecutive appearances in the group stage, having qualified 19 times in a row (1997–2016). They are followed by Manchester United on 18 (1996–2014)[43] and Arsenal on 18 (1998–2016).[44]

Between 2003 and 2008, no differentiation was made between champions and non-champions in qualification. The 16 top ranked teams spread across the biggest domestic leagues qualified directly for the tournament group stage. Prior to this, three preliminary knockout qualifying rounds whittled down the remaining teams, with different teams starting in different rounds.

An exception to the usual European qualification system happened in 2005, after Liverpool won the Champions League the year before, but did not finish in a Champions League qualification place in the Premier League that season. UEFA gave special dispensation for Liverpool to enter the Champions League, giving England five qualifiers.[45] UEFA subsequently ruled that the defending champions qualify for the competition the following year regardless of their domestic league placing. However, for those leagues with four entrants in the Champions League, this meant that, if the Champions League winner fell outside of its domestic league's top four, it would qualify at the expense of the fourth-placed team in the league. Until 2015–16, no association could have more than four entrants in the Champions League.[46] In May 2012, Tottenham Hotspur finished fourth in the Premier League[image: External link], two places ahead of Chelsea, but failed to qualify for the 2012–13 Champions League[image: External link], after Chelsea won the 2012 Champions League Final[image: External link].[47] Tottenham were demoted to the Europa League for the 2012–13 season.[47]

In May 2013,[48] it was decided that, starting from the 2015–16 season[image: External link] (and continuing at least for the three-year cycle until the 2017–18 season[image: External link]), the winners of the previous season's UEFA Europa League would qualify for the UEFA Champions League, entering at least the play-off round, and entering the group stage if the berth reserved for the Champions League title holders was not used. The previous limit of a maximum of four teams per association was increased from four to five, meaning that a fourth-placed team from one of the top three ranked associations would only have to be moved to the Europa League if both the Champions League and Europa League winners came from that association and both finished outside the top four of their domestic league.[49]

The top three leagues in Europe are allowed to enter four teams into the Champions League. Michel Platini, the UEFA president, had proposed taking one place from the top three leagues and allocating it to that nation's cup winners. This proposal was rejected in a vote at a UEFA Strategy Council meeting.[50] In the same meeting, however, it was agreed that the third-placed team in the top three leagues would receive automatic qualification for the group stage, rather than entry into the third qualifying round, while the fourth-placed team would enter the play-off round for non-champions, guaranteeing an opponent from one of the top 15 leagues in Europe. This was part of Platini's plan to increase the number of teams qualifying directly into the group stage, while simultaneously increasing the number of teams from lower-ranked nations in the group stage.[51]

In 2012, Arsène Wenger referred to qualifying for the Champion's League by finishing in the top four places in the English Premier League[image: External link] as the "4th Place Trophy". The phrase was coined after a pre-match conference when he was questioned about Arsenal's lack of a trophy after exiting the FA Cup[image: External link]. He said "The first trophy is to finish in the top four".[52] At Arsenal's 2012 AGM, Wenger was also quoted as saying: "For me there are five trophies every season: Premier League, Champions League, the third is to qualify for the Champions League..."[53]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Tournament




The tournament proper begins with a group stage of 32 teams, divided into eight groups. Seeding is used whilst making the draw for this stage, whilst teams from the same country may not be drawn into groups together. Each team meets the others in its group home and away in a round-robin format. The winning team and the runners-up from each group then progress to the next round. The third-placed team enters the UEFA Europa League.

For this stage, the winning team from one group plays against the runners-up from another group, and teams from the same association may not be drawn against each other. From the quarter-finals onwards, the draw is entirely random, without association protection. The tournament uses the away goals rule: if the aggregate score of the two games is tied, then the team who scored more goals at their opponent's stadium advances.[54]

The group stage is played from September to December, whilst the knock-out stage starts in February. The knock-out ties are played in a two-legged format, with the exception of the final. This is typically held in the final two weeks of May.
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 Default distribution (from 2015–16)




Starting with the 2015–16 edition, the winners of the UEFA Europa League will be entered into the Champions League, initially at the level of the playoff round, ensuring group stage participation in either competition. The maximum number of teams that an association can field in the tournament has also been increased from four to five.[55]



	
	Teams entering in this round
	Teams advancing from previous round



	First qualifying round

(8 teams)
	

	8 champions from associations 47–54




	



	Second qualifying round

(34 teams)
	

	30 champions from associations 16–46 (except Liechtenstein)




	

	4 winners from the first qualifying round







	Third qualifying round
	Champions

(20 teams)
	

	3 champions from associations 13–15




	

	17 winners from the second qualifying round







	Non-champions

(10 teams)
	

	9 runners-up from associations 7–15

	1 third-placed team from association 6




	



	Play-off round
	Champions

(10 teams)
	
	

	10 winners from the third qualifying round for champions







	Non-champions

(10 teams)
	

	2 third-placed teams from associations 4–5

	3 fourth-placed teams from associations 1–3[UCL]

	UEFA Europa League champion[UEL]




	

	5 winners from the third qualifying round for non-champions







	Group stage

(32 teams)
	

	12 champions from associations 1–12

	6 runners-up from associations 1–6

	3 third-placed teams from associations 1–3

	UEFA Champions League champion




	

	5 winners from the play-off round for champions

	5 winners from the play-off round for non-champions







	Knockout phase

(16 teams)
	
	

	8 group winners from the group stage

	8 group runners-up from the group stage









	
^UEL : The Europa League champion may be promoted into the group stage if the Champions League champion qualifies for the group stage through their domestic competition. If the Champions League champion comes from an association ranked thirteenth or lower and they did not qualify for the non-champions route based on their domestic performance, the Europa League champion will enter the play-off round for champions instead. The access list will be adjusted accordingly to ensure a maximum of ten teams in each stream's play-off round.

	
^UCL : If the Champions League and Europa League champions are from the same association ranked 1st–3rd and neither qualify for the Champions League through their domestic competition, the fourth-placed team will qualify for the Europa League instead.
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 Future distribution (from 2018–19)




In August 2016, UEFA announced changes in the access list of the tournament, driven to avoid the creation of European Super League. The top four clubs from the four top-ranked national associations will receive guaranteed qualification automatically for the group stage. The Europa League champion also will automatically qualify for the group stage.[56] However, the plan passed by UEFA caused outrage among smaller associations and after the election of the new UEFA president Aleksander Čeferin it is still possible to be amended.[57]
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 Referees
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 Ranking




The UEFA Refereeing Unit is broken down into five experience-based categories. A referee is initially placed into Category 4 with the exception of referees from France, Germany, England, Italy, or Spain. Referees from these five countries are typically comfortable with top professional matches and are therefore directly placed into Category 3. Each referee's performance is observed and evaluated after every match; his category may be revised twice per season, but a referee cannot be promoted directly from Category 3 to the Elite Category.[58]
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 Appointment




In co-operation with the UEFA Refereeing Unit, the UEFA Referee Committee is responsible for appointing referees to matches. Referees are appointed based on previous matches, marks, performances, and fitness levels. To discourage bias, the Champions League takes nationality into account. No referee may be of the same origins as any club in his or her respecting groups. Referee appointments, suggested by the UEFA Refereeing Unit, are sent to the UEFA Referee Committee to be discussed and/or revised. After a consensus is made, the name of the appointed referee remains confidential up to two days before the match for the purpose of minimising public influence.[58]
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 Limitations




Since 1990, a UEFA international referee cannot exceed the age of 45 years. After turning 45, a referee must step down at the end of his season. The age limit was established to ensure an elite level of fitness. Today, UEFA Champions League referees are required to pass a fitness test even to be considered at the international level.[58]
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 Trophy and medals




Main article: European Champion Clubs' Cup


Each year, the winning team is presented with the European Champion Clubs' Cup, the current version of which has been awarded since 1967. Any team that wins the Champions League three years in a row or five times overall wins the right to retain a full-sized replica of the trophy (UEFA retains the original at all times). Six clubs have earned this honour: Real Madrid, Ajax, Bayern Munich, Milan, Liverpool and Barcelona.[59] Since then instead the club which wins three years in a row or five overall receives a conmemorative badge to wear permanently on their uniform.

The current trophy is 74 cm (29 in) tall and made of silver, weighing 11 kg (24 lb). It was designed by Jörg Stadelmann, a jeweller from Bern, Switzerland[image: External link], after the original was given to Real Madrid in 1966 in recognition of their six titles to date, and cost 10,000 Swiss francs[image: External link].

As of the 2012–13 season, 40 gold medals are presented to the Champions League winners, and 40 silver medals to the runners-up.[60]
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 Prize money




As of 2016–17, the fixed amount of prize money paid to the clubs is as follows:[61]


	First qualifying round: €220,000

	Second qualifying round: €320,000

	Losers third qualifying round: €420,000

	Losers play-off round: €3,000,000

	Winners play-off round: €2,000,000

	Base fee for group stage: €12,700,000

	Group match victory: €1,500,000

	Group match draw: €500,000

	Round of 16: €6,000,000

	Quarter-finals: €6,500,000

	Semi-finals: €7,500,000

	Losing finalist: €11,000,000

	Winning the Final: €15,500,000



This means that at best, a club can earn €57,200,000 of prize money, not counting shares of the qualifying rounds, play-off round and/or the market pool. As no club will win the UEFA Champions League in 2016–17 without dropping points in the group stage, no club will earn this much money.

A large part of the distributed revenue from the UEFA Champions League is linked to the "market pool", the distribution of which is determined by the value of the television market in each country. For the 2014–15 season, Juventus[image: External link], who were the runners-up, earned nearly €89.1 million in total, of which €30.9 million was prize money, compared with the €61.0 million earned by Barcelona, who won the tournament and were awarded €36.4 million in prize money.[62]
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 Sponsorship




Like the FIFA World Cup[image: External link], the UEFA Champions League is sponsored by a group of multinational corporations, in contrast to the single main sponsor typically found in national top-flight leagues. When the Champions League was created in 1992, it was decided that a maximum of eight companies should be allowed to sponsor the event, with each corporation being allocated four advertising boards around the perimeter of the pitch, as well as logo placement at pre- and post-match interviews and a certain number of tickets to each match. This, combined with a deal to ensure tournament sponsors were given priority on television advertisements during matches, ensured that each of the tournament's main sponsors was given maximum exposure.[63]

From the 2012–13 knockout phase[image: External link], UEFA used LED advertising hoardings installed in knock-out participant stadiums, including the final stage. From the 2015–16 season[image: External link] onwards, UEFA has used such hoardings from the play-off round until the final.[64]

The tournament's current main sponsors are:[65]


	Gazprom

	
Heineken[66]


	
MasterCard[67]


	
Nissan[68]


	
PepsiCo[69]

	
Pepsi/Pepsi Max,[70] Gatorade, and Lay's/Walkers are the brands being advertised.





	
Sony[71]

	
PlayStation and Xperia are the brands being advertised.





	
UniCredit[72]




Adidas is a secondary sponsor and supplies the official match ball, the Adidas Finale, and referee uniform, as they do for all UEFA competitions.[73] Konami's Pro Evolution Soccer is also a secondary sponsor as the official Champions League video game.[74]

Individual clubs may wear jerseys with advertising. However, only one sponsorship is permitted per jersey in addition to that of the kit manufacturer (exceptions are made for non-profit organisations, which can feature on the front of the shirt, incorporated with the main sponsor or in place of it; or on the back, either below the squad number or on the collar area.[75]

If clubs play a match in a country where the relevant sponsorship category is restricted (such as France's alcohol advertising restriction), then they must remove that logo from their jerseys. For example, when Rangers[image: External link] played French sides Auxerre and Strasbourg in the 1996–97 Champions League[image: External link] and the UEFA Cup[image: External link], respectively, Rangers players wore the logo of Center Parcs[image: External link] instead of McEwan's Lager (both companies at the time were subsidiaries of Scottish & Newcastle[image: External link]).[76]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Media coverage




Main article: List of UEFA Champions League broadcasters


The competition attracts an extensive television audience, not just in Europe, but throughout the world. The final of the tournament has been, in recent years, the most-watched annual sporting event in the world.[77] The 2013 final was the most watched final to date, drawing 360 million television viewers.[1]
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 Records and statistics




Main article: European Cup and UEFA Champions League records and statistics


See also: UEFA Champions League clubs performance comparison[image: External link]
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 Winners




Main article: List of European Cup and UEFA Champions League finals[image: External link]




	Performance in the European Cup/UEFA Champions League by club



	



	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]







Club
	Winners
	Runners-up
	Years won
	Years runner-up



	Real Madrid[image: External link]
	12
	3
	1956[image: External link], 1957[image: External link], 1958[image: External link], 1959[image: External link], 1960[image: External link], 1966[image: External link], 1998[image: External link], 2000[image: External link], 2002[image: External link], 2014[image: External link], 2016[image: External link], 2017[image: External link]
	1962[image: External link], 1964[image: External link], 1981[image: External link]



	Milan[image: External link]
	7
	4
	1963[image: External link], 1969[image: External link], 1989[image: External link], 1990[image: External link], 1994[image: External link], 2003[image: External link], 2007[image: External link]
	1958[image: External link], 1993[image: External link], 1995[image: External link], 2005[image: External link]



	Bayern Munich[image: External link]*
	5
	5
	1974[image: External link], 1975[image: External link], 1976[image: External link], 2001[image: External link], 2013[image: External link]
	1982[image: External link], 1987[image: External link], 1999[image: External link], 2010[image: External link], 2012[image: External link]



	Barcelona[image: External link]
	5
	3
	1992[image: External link], 2006[image: External link], 2009[image: External link], 2011[image: External link], 2015[image: External link]
	1961[image: External link], 1986[image: External link], 1994[image: External link]



	Liverpool
	5
	2
	1977[image: External link], 1978[image: External link], 1981[image: External link], 1984[image: External link], 2005[image: External link]
	1985[image: External link], 2007[image: External link]



	Ajax[image: External link]*
	4
	2
	1971[image: External link], 1972[image: External link], 1973[image: External link], 1995[image: External link]
	1969[image: External link], 1996[image: External link]



	Internazionale[image: External link]
	3
	2
	1964[image: External link], 1965[image: External link], 2010[image: External link]
	1967[image: External link], 1972[image: External link]



	Manchester United[image: External link]*
	3
	2
	1968[image: External link], 1999[image: External link], 2008[image: External link]
	2009[image: External link], 2011[image: External link]



	Juventus[image: External link]*
	2
	7
	1985[image: External link], 1996[image: External link]
	1973[image: External link], 1983[image: External link], 1997[image: External link], 1998[image: External link], 2003[image: External link], 2015[image: External link], 2017[image: External link]



	Benfica[image: External link]
	2
	5
	1961[image: External link], 1962[image: External link]
	1963[image: External link], 1965[image: External link], 1968[image: External link], 1988[image: External link], 1990[image: External link]



	Nottingham Forest[image: External link]
	2
	0
	1979[image: External link], 1980[image: External link]
	—



	Porto[image: External link]
	2
	0
	1987[image: External link], 2004[image: External link]
	—



	Celtic[image: External link]
	1
	1
	1967[image: External link]
	1970[image: External link]



	Hamburg[image: External link]
	1
	1
	1983[image: External link]
	1980[image: External link]



	Steaua București
	1
	1
	1986[image: External link]
	1989[image: External link]



	Marseille[image: External link]
	1
	1
	1993[image: External link]
	1991[image: External link]



	Borussia Dortmund[image: External link]
	1
	1
	1997[image: External link]
	2013[image: External link]



	Chelsea[image: External link]*
	1
	1
	2012[image: External link]
	2008[image: External link]



	Feyenoord[image: External link]
	1
	0
	1970[image: External link]
	—



	Aston Villa
	1
	0
	1982[image: External link]
	—



	PSV Eindhoven[image: External link]
	1
	0
	1988[image: External link]
	—



	Red Star Belgrade[image: External link]
	1
	0
	1991[image: External link]
	—



	Atlético Madrid[image: External link]
	0
	3
	—
	1974[image: External link], 2014[image: External link], 2016[image: External link]



	Reims
	0
	2
	—
	1956[image: External link], 1959[image: External link]



	Valencia[image: External link]
	0
	2
	—
	2000[image: External link], 2001[image: External link]



	Fiorentina[image: External link]
	0
	1
	—
	1957[image: External link]



	Eintracht Frankfurt[image: External link]
	0
	1
	—
	1960[image: External link]



	Partizan[image: External link]
	0
	1
	—
	1966[image: External link]



	Panathinaikos[image: External link]
	0
	1
	—
	1971[image: External link]



	Leeds United[image: External link]
	0
	1
	—
	1975[image: External link]



	Saint-Étienne[image: External link]
	0
	1
	—
	1976[image: External link]



	Borussia Mönchengladbach[image: External link]
	0
	1
	—
	1977[image: External link]



	Club Brugge
	0
	1
	—
	1978[image: External link]



	Malmö FF[image: External link]
	0
	1
	—
	1979[image: External link]



	Roma[image: External link]
	0
	1
	—
	1984[image: External link]



	Sampdoria
	0
	1
	—
	1992[image: External link]



	Bayer Leverkusen
	0
	1
	—
	2002[image: External link]



	Monaco[image: External link]
	0
	1
	—
	2004[image: External link]



	Arsenal[image: External link]
	0
	1
	—
	2006[image: External link]




* Club has won all three major UEFA competitions
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 By nation






	Performance by nation



	Nation
	Winners
	Runners-up



	
 Spain

	17
	11



	
  Italy[image: External link]

	12
	16



	
 England

	12
	7



	
  Germany[image: External link]

	7
	10



	
 Netherlands

	6
	2



	
 Portugal

	4
	5



	
  France[image: External link]

	1
	5



	
  Scotland[image: External link]

	1
	1



	
 Romania

	1
	1



	
  Yugoslavia[image: External link]

	1
	1



	
  Greece[image: External link]

	0
	1



	
  Belgium[image: External link]

	0
	1



	
 Sweden

	0
	1
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 By city






	Performance by city



	City
	Winners
	Runners-up



	Madrid[image: External link]
	12
	6



	Milan
	10
	6



	Munich
	5
	5



	Barcelona[image: External link]
	5
	3



	Liverpool
	5
	2



	Amsterdam
	4
	2



	Manchester[image: External link]
	3
	2



	Turin
	2
	7



	Lisbon
	2
	5



	Nottingham[image: External link]
	2
	0



	Porto
	2
	0



	London[image: External link]
	1
	2



	Glasgow[image: External link]
	1
	1



	Hamburg[image: External link]
	1
	1



	Bucharest
	1
	1



	Belgrade
	1
	1



	Marseille
	1
	1



	Dortmund[image: External link]
	1
	1



	Rotterdam
	1
	0



	Birmingham[image: External link]
	1
	0



	Eindhoven[image: External link]
	1
	0



	Reims[image: External link]
	0
	2



	Valencia
	0
	2



	Florence
	0
	1



	Frankfurt
	0
	1



	Athens[image: External link]
	0
	1



	Leeds[image: External link]
	0
	1



	Saint-Étienne[image: External link]
	0
	1



	Mönchengladbach
	0
	1



	Bruges
	0
	1



	Malmö
	0
	1



	Rome
	0
	1



	Genoa[image: External link]
	0
	1



	Leverkusen
	0
	1



	Monaco
	0
	1
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 All-time top scorers




See also: List of European Cup and UEFA Champions League top scorers[image: External link]



	
As of 3 June 2017[78]




The table below does not include goals scored in the qualification stage of the competition.

Bold indicates players active in the competition in the 2017–18 season[image: External link] and their current club.



	
	Player
	Country
	Goals
	Apps
	Ratio
	Years
	Clubs



	1
	Cristiano Ronaldo
	 Portugal
	105
	140
	0.75
	2003–
	Manchester United[image: External link], Real Madrid[image: External link]



	2
	Lionel Messi
	 Argentina
	94
	115
	0.82
	2005–
	Barcelona[image: External link]



	3
	Raúl
	 Spain
	71
	142
	0.5
	1995–2011
	Real Madrid[image: External link], Schalke 04[image: External link]



	4
	Ruud van Nistelrooy
	 Netherlands
	56
	73
	0.77
	1998–2009
	PSV[image: External link], Manchester United[image: External link], Real Madrid[image: External link]



	5
	Karim Benzema
	  France[image: External link]
	51
	93
	0.55
	2006–
	Lyon[image: External link], Real Madrid[image: External link]



	6
	Thierry Henry
	  France[image: External link]
	50
	112
	0.45
	1997–2012
	Monaco[image: External link], Arsenal[image: External link], Barcelona[image: External link]



	7
	Alfredo Di Stéfano
	 Argentina
	49
	58
	0.84
	1955–1964
	Real Madrid[image: External link]



	8
	Andriy Shevchenko[image: External link]
	  Ukraine[image: External link]
	48
	100
	0.48
	1994–2012
	Dynamo Kyiv[image: External link], Milan[image: External link], Chelsea[image: External link]



	Zlatan Ibrahimović
	 Sweden
	48
	119
	0.4
	2001–2016
	Ajax[image: External link], Juventus[image: External link], Internazionale[image: External link], Barcelona[image: External link], Milan[image: External link], Paris Saint-Germain



	10
	Eusébio
	 Portugal
	47
	63
	0.75
	1961–1974
	Benfica[image: External link]
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 Most appearances





	
As of 3 June 2017[79][80]




The table below does not include appearances made in the qualification stage of the competition. The table below does include appearances made in the European Champion Clubs' Cup.



	
	Player
	Nation
	Appearances
	Years
	Clubs



	1
	Iker Casillas
	 Spain
	164
	1999–
	Real Madrid[image: External link], Porto[image: External link]



	2
	Xavi
	 Spain
	151
	1998–2015
	Barcelona[image: External link]



	3
	Raúl
	 Spain
	142
	1995–2011
	Real Madrid[image: External link], Schalke 04[image: External link]



	4
	Ryan Giggs
	  Wales[image: External link]
	141
	1993–2014
	Manchester United[image: External link]



	5
	Cristiano Ronaldo
	 Portugal
	140
	2003–
	Manchester United[image: External link], Real Madrid[image: External link]



	6
	Paolo Maldini[image: External link]
	  Italy[image: External link]
	139
	1988–2008
	Milan[image: External link]



	7
	Clarence Seedorf[image: External link]
	 Netherlands
	125
	1994–2012
	Ajax[image: External link], Real Madrid[image: External link], Internazionale[image: External link], Milan[image: External link]



	8
	Paul Scholes
	 England
	124
	1994–2013
	Manchester United[image: External link]



	9
	Andrés Iniesta
	 Spain
	122
	2002–
	Barcelona[image: External link]



	10
	Roberto Carlos[image: External link]
	 Brazil
	120
	1997–2007
	Real Madrid[image: External link], Fenerbahçe[image: External link]
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 See also





	Football continental championships

	List of European Cup and UEFA Champions League winning managers[image: External link]

	List of UEFA Champions League hat-tricks
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European Champion Clubs' Cup






This article is about the trophy. For the competition formerly known by the same name, see UEFA Champions League.

The European Champion Clubs' Cup, also known as Coupe des Clubs Champions Européens, or simply the European Cup, is a trophy[image: External link] awarded annually by UEFA[image: External link] to the football club that wins the UEFA Champions League. The competition in its older format shared its name with the trophy, being also known as the European Cup, before being renamed for the 1992–93 season onwards.

Several different physical trophies have had the name, as a club was entitled to keep the cup after five wins or three consecutive wins, with a new cup having to be forged for the following season.[1][2][3]
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 The trophy




Main article: European Cup and UEFA Champions League history[image: External link]


See also: List of European Cup and UEFA Champions League finals[image: External link]


The original European Cup trophy was donated by L'Équipe, a French[image: External link] sports newspaper[image: External link].[4] This trophy was awarded permanently to Real Madrid[image: External link] in March 1967.[4] At the time, they were the reigning champions, and had won six titles altogether, including the first five competitions from 1956 to 1960. Celtic[image: External link] thus became the first club to win the cup in its current design in 1967.

The replacement trophy, with a somewhat different design from the original, was commissioned by UEFA from Jörg Stadelmann, a jeweller from Bern in Switzerland[image: External link].[4] At a cost of 10,000 Swiss francs[image: External link], it was silver[image: External link], 74 cm high, weighing 11 kg. The trophy bears the title "COUPE DES CLUBS CHAMPIONS EUROPÉENS'". Subsequent replacement trophies have replicated this design.[4] The shape of the handles have earned it the nickname of "big ears" in multiple languages, including French[image: External link] ("la Coupe aux grandes oreilles") and Spanish[image: External link] ("La Orejona").

The trophy that currently is awarded is the sixth and has been in use since 2006, after Liverpool won their fifth European Cup in 2005[image: External link].[5]

Since 2009, Champions League winners have not kept the real trophy, which remains in UEFA's keeping at all times. A full-size replica trophy, the Champions League winners trophy, is awarded to the winning club with their name engraved on it.[6] Winning clubs are also permitted to make replicas of their own; however, they must be clearly marked as such and can be a maximum of eighty percent the size of the actual trophy.[7]

The previous rule introduced before the 1968–69 season, allowed a club to keep the trophy after five wins or three consecutive wins. At that point, Real Madrid was the only club meeting either qualification and indeed met both. Once a club had been awarded the trophy, the count was reset to zero. For example, a club with no prior titles which won six titles in a row would have been permanently awarded trophies after the third and sixth wins (each for three-in-a-row) but not after their fifth win. A club whose Champions League title win was not a fifth overall or third consecutive previously kept the real trophy for ten months after their victory and received a scaled-down replica to keep permanently. Since 2009, the real trophy remains with UEFA at all times, but the winning club now receives a full-sized replica with their name engraved on it.[6]
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 Clubs awarded the trophy permanently




Five clubs have kept the actual trophy under the old rules from the 1968–69 to 2008–09 seasons:


	
Real Madrid[image: External link], after their sixth title in 1966[image: External link].

	
Ajax[image: External link], after their third consecutive title in 1973[image: External link].

	
Bayern Munich[image: External link], after their third consecutive title in 1976[image: External link].

	
Milan[image: External link], after their fifth title in 1994[image: External link].

	
Liverpool, after their fifth title in 2005[image: External link].
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The multiple-winner badge,[2] was introduced for the start of the 2000–01 competition[image: External link][8] for clubs that kept the trophy permanently. The badge itself adorns the left sleeve of the team's shirt during Champions League games. The original badge was a blue oval on which was an outline of the current trophy in white, overlaid with part of the Champions League starball logo. Above the trophy was the total number of titles held by the club. From 2012, the badge became grey with a new design.[9] Because the current trophy permanently remains UEFA property, it is no longer given to a team that wins a fifth overall or third consecutive title. The multiple-winner badge, however, is still awarded to such clubs. Liverpool would thus ultimately become the last ever team to be awarded the trophy permanently.

Six teams have reached five overall or three consecutive titles:


	
Real Madrid[image: External link] (3 consecutive & 5 overall), since 1960–61[image: External link].

	
Ajax[image: External link] (3 consecutive), since 1973–74[image: External link].

	
Bayern Munich[image: External link] (3 consecutive), since 1976–77[image: External link].

	
Milan[image: External link] (5 overall), since 1994–95[image: External link].

	
Liverpool (5 overall), since 2004–05[image: External link].

	
Barcelona[image: External link] (5 overall), since 2015–16[image: External link].
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A separate "title-holder logo" is worn by the reigning Champions League champions in the following season's competition in place of the regular patch worn by the other competing teams.[3] The logo is predominantly dark blue and was introduced in 2004–05[image: External link], with Porto[image: External link] as the defending champions.[10][11] The distinction between the title-holder logo and the badge of honour can be compared to the distinction between the scudetto[image: External link] (shield) worn by the reigning Serie A[image: External link] champions in Italy[image: External link], and the stella[image: External link] (star) worn by teams with over 10 Serie A titles in total. However, whereas Juventus[image: External link] sport 3 stars as they have won over 30 titles, there is no provision for multiple UEFA badges of honour, as the count within the badge can be incremented indefinitely. From 2006–07[image: External link] to 2010–11[image: External link], the title holders also played with the match ball used in their triumphant final in their home games but from 2011–12[image: External link], the title holders use the same match ball as the 31 other teams.

The original design for the title-holder badge featured two of the interconnecting stars of the competition's star ball logo at the top, with the caption 'champions' and the season of triumph in the center of the badge. It was slightly modified in 2008–09, to feature the entirety of the star ball logo, albeit with the other stars faded out, and it was drastically changed for the 2009–10 competition[image: External link]. Without the star ball background, it instead featured a design of the trophy which was used to promote the previous season's final[image: External link].[12] It was revamped again in 2010–11[image: External link], to feature part of the star ball on show below the 'champions' caption and the year of triumph. The current design was first worn by Chelsea[image: External link] in 2012–13[image: External link], it features an outline design of the trophy along with the year of triumph.[13]
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Real Madrid[image: External link] (6) – 1956, 1957, 1958, 1959, 1960, 1966

	
Benfica[image: External link] (2) – 1961, 1962

	
Internazionale[image: External link] (2) – 1964, 1965

	
Milan[image: External link] (1) – 1963
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 Redesigned trophy






	
Real Madrid[image: External link] (6) – 1998, 2000, 2002, 2014, 2016, 2017

	
Milan[image: External link] (6) – 1969, 1989, 1990, 1994, 2003, 2007

	
Bayern Munich[image: External link] (5) – 1974, 1975, 1976, 2001, 2013

	
Liverpool (5) – 1977, 1978, 1981, 1984, 2005

	
Barcelona[image: External link] (5) – 1992, 2006, 2009, 2011, 2015

	
Ajax[image: External link] (4) – 1971, 1972, 1973, 1995

	
Manchester United[image: External link] (3) – 1968, 1999, 2008

	
Nottingham Forest[image: External link] (2) – 1979, 1980

	
Juventus[image: External link] (2) – 1985, 1996

	
Porto[image: External link] (2) – 1987, 2004

	
Celtic[image: External link] (1) – 1967

	
Feyenoord[image: External link] (1) – 1970

	
Aston Villa (1) – 1982

	
Hamburg[image: External link] (1) – 1983

	
Steaua Bucureşti[image: External link] (1) – 1986

	
PSV Eindhoven[image: External link] (1) – 1988

	
Red Star Belgrade[image: External link] (1) – 1991

	
Marseille[image: External link] (1) – 1993

	
Borussia Dortmund[image: External link] (1) – 1997

	
Internazionale[image: External link] (1) – 2010

	
Chelsea[image: External link] (1) – 2012
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UEFA Europa League






"Europa League" redirects here. It is not to be confused with Euro league[image: External link] or European league[image: External link].

The UEFA Europa League, previously called the UEFA Cup, is an annual football club competition organised by UEFA[image: External link] since 1971 for eligible European football clubs. Clubs qualify for the competition based on their performance in their national leagues and cup competitions.

Previously called the UEFA Cup, the competition has been known as the UEFA Europa League since the 2009–10 season[image: External link],[2][3] following a change in format. For UEFA footballing records purposes, the UEFA Cup and UEFA Europa League are considered the same competition, with the change of name being simply a rebranding.[4]

In 1999[image: External link], the UEFA Cup Winners' Cup was abolished and merged with the UEFA Cup.[5] For the 2004–05 competition a group stage was added prior to the knockout phase. The 2009 re-branding included a merge with the UEFA Intertoto Cup[image: External link], producing an enlarged competition format, with an expanded group stage and changed qualifying criteria. The winner of the UEFA Europa League qualifies for the UEFA Super Cup, and from the 2014–15 season onwards the winner of the UEFA Europa League also qualifies for the next edition of the UEFA Champions League. The winner enters at least at the play-off round (assuming they do not already qualify through domestic performance), and will enter the group stage if the berth reserved for the Champions League title holders is not used.

The title has been won by 28 different clubs, 12 of which have won the title more than once. The most successful club[image: External link] in the competition are Sevilla[image: External link] with five titles and the current champions are Manchester United[image: External link] after defeating Ajax[image: External link] in the final[image: External link] to win the 2016–17 UEFA Europa League[image: External link].
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The UEFA Cup was preceded by the Inter-Cities Fairs Cup[image: External link], which was a European football competition played between 1955 and 1971. The competition grew from 11 teams during the first cup ( 1955–58[image: External link]) to 64 teams by the last cup which was played in 1970–71[image: External link]. It had become so important on the European football scene that in the end it was taken over by UEFA[image: External link] and relaunched the following season as the UEFA Cup.

The UEFA Cup was first played in the 1971–72 season, with an all-English final of Wolverhampton Wanderers versus Tottenham Hotspur, with Spurs taking the first honours. The title was retained by another English club, Liverpool in 1973, beating Borussia Mönchengladbach[image: External link] in the final. Borussia would win the competition in 1975 and 1979, and reach the final again in 1980. Liverpool won the competition for the second time in 1976, beating Club Brugge in the final.

During the 1980s, IFK Göteborg[image: External link] (1982 and 1987) and Real Madrid[image: External link] (1985 and 1986) won the competition twice each, with Anderlecht reaching two consecutive finals, winning in 1983 and losing to Tottenham Hotspur in 1984. 1989 saw the commencement of the Italian clubs' domination, when Maradona's Napoli[image: External link] beat Stuttgart[image: External link]. The 1990s started with two all-Italian finals, and in 1992, Torino[image: External link] lost the final to Ajax[image: External link] on the away goals rule. Juventus[image: External link] won the competition for a third time in 1993 and Internazionale[image: External link] kept the cup in Italy the following year. 1995 saw a third all-Italian final, with Parma[image: External link] proving their consistency, after two consecutive Cup Winners' Cup finals. The only final with no Italians during that decade was in 1996. Internazionale reached the final the following two years, losing in 1997 to Schalke 04[image: External link] on penalties, and winning yet another all-Italian final in 1998, taking home the cup for the third time in only eight years. Parma won the cup in 1999, which ended the Italian club era.

Liverpool won the competition for the third time in 2001 and Porto[image: External link] triumphed in the 2003 and 2011 tournaments, with the latter against Portuguese team Braga[image: External link]. In 2004, the cup returned to Spain with Valencia[image: External link] being victorious, and then Sevilla[image: External link] succeeded on two consecutive occasions in 2006 and 2007, the latter in a final against fellow Spaniards Espanyol[image: External link]. Either side of Sevilla's success, two Russian teams, CSKA Moscow[image: External link] in 2005 and Zenit Saint Petersburg[image: External link] in 2008, had their glory and yet another former Soviet club, Ukraine's Shakhtar Donetsk[image: External link], won in 2009. Atlético Madrid[image: External link] would themselves win twice in three seasons, in 2010 and 2012, the latter in another all-Spanish final. In 2013, Chelsea[image: External link] would become the first Champions League holders to win the UEFA Cup/Europa League the following year. In 2014 Sevilla[image: External link] won their third cup in eight years after beating Benfica[image: External link] on penalties. Just one year later, in 2015, Sevilla won their fourth UEFA Cup/Europa League, becoming the most successful club in the competition.

The competition was traditionally open to the runners-up of domestic leagues, but the competition was merged with UEFA's previous second-tier European competition, the UEFA Cup Winners' Cup, in 1999. Since then, the winners of domestic cup competitions have also entered the UEFA Cup. Also, clubs eliminated in the third qualifying round of the UEFA Champions League and the third placed teams at the end of the group phase could go on to compete in the UEFA Cup. Winners of some selected domestic League Cup[image: External link] competitions are also admitted.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Since the 2009–10 season, the competition has been known as the UEFA Europa League.[2][3] At the same time, the UEFA Intertoto Cup[image: External link], UEFA's third-tier competition, was discontinued and merged into the new Europa League.
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 Trophy




The UEFA Cup, also known as the Coupe UEFA, is the trophy[image: External link] awarded annually by UEFA to the football club that wins the UEFA Europa League. Before the 2009–10 season[image: External link], both the competition and the trophy were known as 'the UEFA Cup'.

Before the competition was renamed the UEFA Europa League in the 2009–10 season[image: External link], the UEFA regulations stated that a club could keep the original trophy for a year before returning it to UEFA. After its return, the club could keep a four-fifths scale replica of the original trophy. Upon their third consecutive win or fifth win overall, a club could retain the trophy permanently.[6] Under the new regulations, however, the trophy remains in UEFA's keeping at all times. A full-size replica trophy is awarded to each winner of the competition. Also a club that wins three consecutive times or five times overall will receive a multiple-winner badge.[7] As of 2016–17[image: External link], only Sevilla have earned the right to wear the multiple-winner badge, having achieved both prerequired feats in 2016[image: External link].[8]

The trophy was designed and crafted by Bertoni[image: External link] for the 1972 UEFA Cup Final[image: External link]. It weighs 15 kg and is silver on a yellow marble plinth.[9]
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 Anthem




The competition's first anthem was composed by Yohann Zveig and recorded by the Paris Opera[image: External link] in early 2009. The theme for the re-branded UEFA Cup competition was first officially unveiled at the Grimaldi Forum[image: External link] on 28 August 2009 before the 2009–10 season group stage[image: External link] draw. The anthem is to be played before every Europa League game at a stadium hosting such an event and also before every television broadcast of a Europa League game as a musical element of the competition's opening sequence.[10]

A new anthem was composed by Michael Kadelbach and recorded in Berlin and was launched as part of the competition's rebranding at the start of the 2015–16 season[image: External link].[11]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Format





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Qualification




See also: UEFA coefficient[image: External link]


Qualification for the competition is based on UEFA coefficients[image: External link], with better entrance rounds being offered to the more successful nations. In practice, each association has a standard number of three berths, except:


	Nations ranked 52 and 53 ( Andorra[image: External link] and San Marino[image: External link] in the 2013–14 season), which have two berths

	The nation ranked 54 ( Gibraltar[image: External link] in the 2014–15 season) which has one berth.

	
Liechtenstein[image: External link], which qualifies only the Cup Winners



Usually, each country's places are awarded to teams who finish in various runners-up places in its top-flight league[image: External link] and the winner of the main cup competition[image: External link]. Typically the teams qualifying via the league are those in the highest places not eligible for the UEFA Champions League; however, the Belgian league[image: External link] awards one place via a playoff between First A[image: External link] and First B[image: External link] teams. A few countries have secondary cup competitions, but the only ones whose winners are currently granted a UEFA Europa League are England's[image: External link] and France's[image: External link].

A team may qualify for European competitions through more than one route. In all cases, if a club is eligible to enter the UEFA Champions League then the Champions League place takes precedence and the club does not enter the UEFA Europa League. The UEFA Europa League place is then granted to another club. If a team qualifies for European competition through both winning a cup and league placing, the "spare" UEFA Europa League place will go to the highest placed league team which has not already qualified for European competition, depending on the rules of the national association.

The top three ranked associations may qualify for the fourth berth if both the Champions League and Europa League champions are from that association and do not qualify for European competition through their domestic performance. In that case, the fourth placed team in that association will join the Europa League instead of the Champions League, in addition to their other qualifying teams.

More recently, clubs that are knocked out of the qualifying round and the group stage of the Champions League can also join the UEFA Europa League, at different stages (see below). Formerly, the reigning champions qualified to defend their title, but since 2015[image: External link] they qualify for the Champions League. From 1995 to 2015, three leagues gained one extra team via the UEFA Respect Fair Play ranking[image: External link].
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 Background




UEFA coefficients[image: External link] were introduced in 1980 and, until 1999, they gave a greater number of berths in UEFA Cup to the more successful nations. Three nations had four places, five nations had three places, thirteen nations had two places, and eleven nations only one place. Since 1999, a similar system has been used for the UEFA Champions League. Before 1980, the entrance criteria of the last Fairs Cup[image: External link] was used.
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 Historical formats




The competition was traditionally a pure knockout tournament. All ties were two-legged[image: External link], including the final. Starting with the 1997–98 season[image: External link], the final became a one-off match, but all other ties remained two-legged.

Before the 2004–05 season[image: External link], the tournament consisted of one qualifying round, followed by a series of knockout rounds. The sixteen non-qualifiers from the final qualifying round of the Champions League entered at the first round proper; later in the tournament, the survivors were joined by third-place finishers from the (first) group phase of the Champions League.

From the 2004–05 season, the competition started with two knockout qualifying rounds held in July and August. Participants from associations ranked 18 and lower entered the first qualifying round with those from associations ranked 9–18 joining them in the second qualifying round. In addition, three places in the first qualifying round were reserved for the UEFA Fair Play ranking[image: External link] winners (until 2015/16), and eleven places in the second qualifying round for the UEFA Intertoto Cup[image: External link] winners.

Winners of the qualifying rounds then joined teams from the associations ranked 1–13 in the first round proper. In addition, non-qualifiers in the third qualifying round of the Champions League also joined the competition at this point along with the current title-holders (unless they had qualified for the Champions League via their national league), for a total of 80 teams in the first round.

After the first knockout round, the 40 survivors entered a group phase, with the clubs being drawn into eight groups of five each. Unlike the Champions League group phase, the UEFA Cup group phase was played in a single round-robin format, with each club playing two home and two away games. The top three teams in each of the eight groups qualified for the main knockout round along with the eight third-placed teams in the Champions League group phase. From then on a series of two-legged knockout ties were played before a single-legged final, traditionally held on the Wednesday in May immediately preceding the Champions League final.
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 Current format






	This article does not follow Wikipedia's guidelines on the use of different tenses[image: External link]. Please consider copy editing[image: External link] to past tense if historic, present tense if not time-based (e.g. fiction[image: External link]), or future tense if upcoming. (August 2015) (Learn how and when to remove this template message[image: External link])




From the 2009–10 season[image: External link], the competition has been rebranded as the UEFA Europa League in a bid to increase the competition's profile.[2] As well as changing the competition's name, an extra 8 teams now qualify for the main stages of the competition, with the group stage consisting of 12 groups of four teams (in a double round robin), with the top two placed teams in each group progressing. The competition then progresses in much the same way as the previous format, with 4 rounds of two-legged[image: External link] knockout rounds and a one-off final held at a neutral ground meeting UEFA's Category Four stadium criteria[image: External link]. The final is played in May, on the Wednesday ten days before the Champions League final.

Qualification has changed significantly. Associations ranked 7–9 in the UEFA coefficients[image: External link] sent the Cup winner and three (two since 2015–16 season) other teams to the UEFA Europa League qualification, all other nations sent a Cup winner and two other teams, except Andorra and San Marino, who sent only a Cup winner and a runner-up, and Liechtenstein, who sent only a Cup winner. Since Gibraltar was accepted as a full UEFA member at the UEFA congress held in London on 24 May 2013, their Cup winner is also sent. Usually, the other teams will be the next highest ranked clubs in each domestic league after those qualifying for the UEFA Champions League, however France and England will continue to use one spot for their League Cup winner. With the scrapping of the Intertoto Cup[image: External link] there will no longer be spaces reserved in the qualifying rounds for teams qualifying through that route. Generally, the higher an association is ranked in the UEFA coefficients, the later its clubs start in the qualification, however, every team except for the title-holder (up to 2014–15 season) and the highest ranked teams (usually the cup winner and/or the best UEFA Europa League qualified team) from the top (six in 2012–15 seasons, 12 since 2015–16 season) associations had to play at least one qualification round.

Apart from the teams mentioned, an additional 15 teams from the third Champions League qualification round entered in the fourth and last UEFA Europa League qualification round, formerly known as the first round, and the ten non-qualifiers of the Champions League qualification pay-off round directly entered the UEFA Europa League group stage. The 12 winners and the 12 runners-up in the group stage advanced to the first knock out round, together with eight 3rd placed teams from the Champions League group stage. The losing finalist for the domestic cup competition was entitled to be entered for the UEFA Europa League should the domestic cup winners qualify for the UEFA Champions League.[12]

From 2015–16, the distribution was changed to broaden the appeal of the competition, namely through giving the Europa League champions a Champions League qualification berth, an expansion in teams qualifying for the group stage and mandating that places go to league teams if cup winners qualify for European competition.
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 Distribution (from 2015–16)






	
	Teams entering in this round
	Teams advancing from previous round
	Teams transferred from Champions League



	First qualifying round

(104 teams)
	

	31 domestic cup winners from associations 24–54

	35 domestic league runners-up from associations 18–53 (except Liechtenstein)

	35 domestic league third-placed teams from associations 16–51 (except Liechtenstein)

	
3 teams which qualified via Fair Play ranking

	(this is no longer applicable as of the beginning of the 2015/16 season, see also UEFA Respect Fair Play ranking[image: External link]).








	
	



	Second qualifying round

(66 teams)
	

	6 domestic cup winners from associations 18–23

	2 domestic league runners-up from associations 16–17

	6 domestic league fourth-placed teams from associations 10–15




	

	52 winners from first qualifying round




	



	Third qualifying round

(58 teams)
	

	5 domestic cup winners from associations 13–17

	9 domestic league third-placed teams from associations 7–15

	5 domestic league fourth-placed teams from associations 5–9

	3 domestic league fifth-placed teams from associations 4–6 (League Cup winners for France)

	3 domestic league sixth-placed teams from associations 1–3 (League Cup winners for England)




	

	33 winners from second qualifying round




	



	Play-off round

(44 teams)
	
	

	29 winners from third qualifying round




	

	15 losers from Champions League third qualifying round







	Group stage

(48 teams)
	

	12 domestic cup winners from associations 1–12

	1 domestic league fourth-placed team from association 4

	3 domestic league fifth-placed teams from associations 1–3




	

	22 winners from play-off round




	

	10 losers from Champions League play-off round







	Knockout phase

(32 teams)
	
	

	12 group winners from group stage

	12 group runners-up from group stage




	

	8 third-placed teams from Champions League group stage








The access list above is provisional, as changes will need to be made in the following cases:


	If the Champions League title holders or the Europa League title holders have qualified for the Europa League through domestic performance, their berth in the Europa League is vacated (not replaced by another team from the same association), and cup winners of the highest-ranked associations are moved to a later round accordingly.[13]


	In some cases where changes to the access list of the Champions League are made, the number of losers of the Champions League third qualifying round which are transferred to the Europa League is increased or decreased from the default number of 15, which means changes to the access list of the Europa League will also need to be made.[14]


	Because a maximum of five teams from one association can enter the UEFA Champions League, if both the Champions League title holders and the Europa League title holders are from the same top three ranked association and finish outside the top four of their domestic league, the fourth-placed team of their association will be moved to the Europa League and enter the group stage, which means changes to the access list of the Europa League may also need to be made.[15]
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 Redistribution rules




A Europa League place is vacated when a team qualifies for both the Champions League and the Europa League, or qualifies for the Europa League by more than one method. When a place is vacated, it is redistributed within the national association by the following rules (regulations Articles 3.03 and 3.04):


	When the domestic cup winners (considered as the "highest-placed" qualifier within the national association with the latest starting round) also qualify for the Champions League, their Europa League place is vacated. As a result, the highest-placed team in the league which have not yet qualified for European competitions qualify for the Europa League, with the Europa League qualifiers which finish above them in the league moved up one "place" (the 2015–16 season will be the first with this particular arrangement where the domestic cup runners-up are no longer guaranteed a place in the Europa League in this scenario).

	When the domestic cup winners also qualify for the Europa League through league position, their place through the league position is vacated. As a result, the highest-placed team in the league which have not yet qualified for European competitions qualify for the Europa League, with the Europa League qualifiers which finish above them in the league moved up one "place" if possible.

	For associations where a Europa League place is reserved for the League Cup winners, they always qualify for the Europa League as the "lowest-placed" qualifier. If the League Cup winners have already qualified for European competitions through other methods, this reserved Europa League place is taken by the highest-placed team in the league which have not yet qualified for European competitions.
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 Format changes (from 2018–19)




Beginning with the 2018–19 tournament[image: External link], all domestic champions eliminated in the qualifying rounds of the UEFA Champions League will transfer to the Europa League, rather than just teams that are eliminated in the third-qualifying and play-off rounds. Europa League qualifying will also provide a separate champions route for these teams, allowing more opportunities for domestic league champions to compete against each other.[16]
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 Referees




The Europa League have implemented the extra officials rule since September 2009. Under the rule, there are a total of six officials: the main referee, two assistant referees, fourth official of the sideline, and two extra assistants (one alongside each goal).[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Prize money




Similar to the UEFA Champions League, the prize money received by the clubs is divided into fixed payments based on participation and results, and variable amounts that depend of the value of their TV market.[17]

For the 2016/2017 season[image: External link], group stage participation in the Europa League awarded a base fee of €2.6 million. A victory in the group pays €360,000 and a draw €120,000. Also, each group winner earns €600,000 and each runner-up €300,000. Reaching the knock-out stage triggers additional bonuses: €500,000 for the round of 32, €750,000 for the round of 16, €1 million for the quarter-finals and €1.6 million for the semi-finals. The losing finalists receive €3.5 million and the champions receive €6.5 million.[18]


	First qualifying round: €215,000

	Second qualifying round: €225,000

	Third qualifying round: €235,000

	Play-off round elimination: €245,000

	Base fee for group stage: €2,600,000

	Group match victory: €360,000

	Group match draw: €120,000

	Group winners: €600,000

	Group runners-up: €300,000

	Round of 32: €500,000

	Round of 16: €750,000

	Quarter-finals: €1,000,000

	Semi-finals: €1,600,000

	Losing finalist: €3,500,000

	Winners: €6,500,000
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 Sponsorship




The UEFA Europa League is sponsored by five multinational corporations; the current tournament sponsors are:


	
Enterprise Rent-A-Car[image: External link][19]


	
FedEx[image: External link] (who is the main sponsor)[20]


	
Hankook Tire[image: External link].[21]


	
Heineken International ( Amstel[image: External link] being the main brand, with local brands being also advertised)[22]


	
UniCredit[23]




Adidas is a secondary sponsor and supplies the official match ball, as it does for all other UEFA competitions. Konami's Pro Evolution Soccer is also a secondary sponsor as the official Europa League video game.

Since the inception of Europa League brand, the tournament use its own hoardings (in that year it debuted in the round of 32) like UEFA Champions League. LED hoardings made their debut since 2012–13 in the finals and will appear in 2015–16 season from the round of 16; in the same season, from the group stage, teams are not allowed to show their sponsors.[24]

Individual clubs may wear jerseys with advertising, even if such sponsors conflict with those of the Europa League. However, only one sponsorship is permitted per jersey unless it is a non profit sponsor (plus that of the manufacturer), and if clubs play a match in a country where the relevant sponsorship category is restricted (such as alcohol in the case of France), then they must remove that logo from their jerseys.
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 Records and statistics




Main article: UEFA Cup and Europa League records and statistics[image: External link]


See also: List of UEFA Cup and Europa League top scorers[image: External link]


The UEFA Cup finals were played over two legs until 1997[image: External link]. The first final was played on 3 May 1972 in Wolverhampton[image: External link] and 17 May 1972 in London[image: External link]. The first leg between Wolverhampton Wanderers and Tottenham Hotspur was won 2–1 by the away side. The second leg finished as a 1–1 draw, meaning that Tottenham Hotspur became the first UEFA Cup winners.

The one-match finals in pre-selected venues were introduced in 1998. A venue must meet or exceed UEFA Category three standards[image: External link] to host UEFA Cup finals. On two occasions, the final was played at a finalist's home ground: Feyenoord[image: External link] defeated Borussia Dortmund[image: External link] at De Kuip[image: External link], Rotterdam, in 2002[image: External link], and Sporting CP[image: External link] lost to CSKA Moscow[image: External link] at their own Estádio José Alvalade[image: External link], Lisbon, in 2005[image: External link].

The winner of the last UEFA Cup final (prior to the competition being rebranded as the UEFA Europa League) was Shakhtar Donetsk[image: External link] on 20 May 2009. The Ukrainian team beat Werder Bremen[image: External link] of Germany 2–1 at Şükrü Saracoğlu Stadium[image: External link], Istanbul.

The first ever winner of the rebranded Europa League was Atlético Madrid[image: External link], beating Premier League[image: External link] side Fulham[image: External link] 2–1 after extra time.
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 Winners




Main article: List of UEFA Cup and Europa League finals[image: External link]




	Club
	Winners
	Runners-up
	Years won
	Years runners-up



	Sevilla[image: External link]
	5
	0
	2006[image: External link], 2007[image: External link], 2014[image: External link], 2015[image: External link], 2016[image: External link]
	



	Juventus[image: External link]*
	3
	1
	1977[image: External link], 1990[image: External link], 1993[image: External link]
	1995[image: External link]



	Internazionale[image: External link]
	3
	1
	1991[image: External link], 1994[image: External link], 1998[image: External link]
	1997[image: External link]



	Liverpool
	3
	1
	1973[image: External link], 1976[image: External link], 2001[image: External link]
	2016[image: External link]



	Borussia Mönchengladbach[image: External link]
	2
	2
	1975[image: External link], 1979[image: External link]
	1973[image: External link], 1980[image: External link]



	Tottenham Hotspur
	2
	1
	1972[image: External link], 1984[image: External link]
	1974[image: External link]



	Real Madrid[image: External link]
	2
	0
	1985[image: External link], 1986[image: External link]
	



	IFK Göteborg[image: External link]
	2
	0
	1982[image: External link], 1987[image: External link]
	



	Parma[image: External link]
	2
	0
	1995[image: External link], 1999[image: External link]
	



	Feyenoord[image: External link]
	2
	0
	1974[image: External link], 2002[image: External link]
	



	Porto[image: External link]
	2
	0
	2003[image: External link], 2011[image: External link]
	



	Atlético Madrid[image: External link]
	2
	0
	2010[image: External link], 2012[image: External link]
	



	Anderlecht
	1
	1
	1983[image: External link]
	1984[image: External link]



	Ajax[image: External link]*
	1
	1
	1992[image: External link]
	2017[image: External link]



	PSV Eindhoven[image: External link]
	1
	0
	1978[image: External link]
	



	Eintracht Frankfurt[image: External link]
	1
	0
	1980[image: External link]
	



	Ipswich Town[image: External link]
	1
	0
	1981[image: External link]
	



	Bayer Leverkusen
	1
	0
	1988[image: External link]
	



	Napoli[image: External link]
	1
	0
	1989[image: External link]
	



	Bayern Munich[image: External link]*
	1
	0
	1996[image: External link]
	



	Schalke 04[image: External link]
	1
	0
	1997[image: External link]
	



	Galatasaray[image: External link]
	1
	0
	2000[image: External link]
	



	Valencia[image: External link]
	1
	0
	2004[image: External link]
	



	CSKA Moscow[image: External link]
	1
	0
	2005[image: External link]
	



	Zenit St. Petersburg[image: External link]
	1
	0
	2008[image: External link]
	



	Shakhtar Donetsk[image: External link]
	1
	0
	2009[image: External link]
	



	Chelsea[image: External link]*
	1
	0
	2013[image: External link]
	



	Manchester United[image: External link]*
	1
	0
	2017[image: External link]
	




* Club has won all three major UEFA competitions
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UEFA Super Cup






"European Super Cup" redirects here. For other uses, see European Super Cup (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The UEFA Super Cup is an annual football match organised by UEFA[image: External link] and contested by the reigning champions of the two main European[image: External link] club competitions, the UEFA Champions League and the UEFA Europa League. It takes place at the start of the domestic season, in mid-August, normally on a Tuesday.

From 1972 to 1999, the UEFA Super Cup was contested between the winners of the European Cup/UEFA Champions League and the winners of the UEFA Cup Winners' Cup. After the discontinuation of the UEFA Cup Winners' Cup, it has been contested by the winners of the UEFA Champions League and the winners of the UEFA Cup, which was renamed the UEFA Europa League in 2009.

The current holders are Spanish club Real Madrid[image: External link], who won 3–2 against Sevilla[image: External link] in 2016[image: External link]. The most successful teams in the competition are Barcelona[image: External link] and Italian side Milan[image: External link], who have won the trophy five times each.



TOP
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 History




The European Super Cup was created in 1971 by Anton Witkamp, a reporter and later sports editor of Dutch newspaper De Telegraaf[image: External link]. The idea came to him in a time when Dutch total football[image: External link] was Europe's finest and Dutch football clubs were living their golden era (especially Ajax[image: External link]). Witkamp was looking for something new to definitely decide which was the best team in Europe and also to further test Ajax's legendary team, led by their star player Johan Cruyff[image: External link]. It was then proposed that the winner of the European Cup would face the winner of the European Cup Winners' Cup.

All was set for a new competition to be born. However, when Witkamp tried to get an official endorsement to his competition, the UEFA[image: External link] president turned it down.

The 1972 final[image: External link] between Ajax and Scotland's Rangers[image: External link] is considered unofficial by UEFA,[1] as Rangers were banned from European competition due to the behaviour of their fans during the 1972 UEFA Cup Winners' Cup Final[image: External link]. As a result, UEFA refused to endorse the competition until the following season.[2] It was played in two legs and was financially supported by De Telegraaf. Ajax defeated Rangers 6–3 on aggregate and won the first (albeit unofficial) European Super Cup.

The 1973 final[image: External link], in which Ajax defeated Milan[image: External link] 6–1 on aggregate, was the first Super Cup officially recognised and supported by UEFA.

Although the two-legged format was kept until 1997[image: External link], the Super Cup was decided in one single match because of schedule issues or political problems in 1984[image: External link], 1986[image: External link], and 1991[image: External link]. In 1974, 1981 and 1985, the Super Cup was not played at all.

In the 1992–1993 season, the European Cup was renamed the UEFA Champions League and the winners of this competition would face the winners of the Cup Winners' Cup in the UEFA Super Cup. In the 1994–1995 season, the European Cup Winners' Cup was renamed the UEFA Cup Winners' Cup.

After the 1998–1999 season, the Cup Winners' Cup was discontinued by UEFA. The 1999 Super Cup[image: External link] was the last one contested by the winners of the Cup Winners' Cup. Lazio[image: External link], winners of the 1998–99 UEFA Cup Winners' Cup[image: External link], defeated Manchester United[image: External link], winners of the 1998–99 UEFA Champions League[image: External link], 1–0.

Since then, the UEFA Super Cup was contested between the winners of the UEFA Champions League and the winners of the UEFA Cup. The 2000 Super Cup[image: External link] was the first one contested by the winners of the UEFA Cup. Galatasaray[image: External link], winners of the 1999–2000 UEFA Cup[image: External link], defeated Real Madrid[image: External link], winners of the 1999–2000 UEFA Champions League[image: External link], 2–1.

In the 2009–10 season, the UEFA Cup was renamed the UEFA Europa League and the winners of this competition would continue to face the winners of the Champions League in the UEFA Super Cup.

To date, Chelsea[image: External link] is the only club to contest the Super Cup as holders of all three UEFA club honours, having entered as holders of the Cup Winners' Cup ( 1998[image: External link]), the Champions League ( 2012[image: External link]) and Europa League ( 2013[image: External link]). Manchester United will soon be sharing this honour - courtesy of their UEFA Europa League win.

After 15 consecutive Super Cups being played at Stade Louis II[image: External link] in Monaco between 1998[image: External link] and 2012[image: External link], from 2013 onwards, the Super Cup is now played at various stadiums (similar to the finals of the Champions League and the Europa League), starting with the 2013 UEFA Super Cup[image: External link], which was played at Eden Stadium[image: External link] in Prague[image: External link], Czech Republic[image: External link].[3]

Starting in 2014, the date of the UEFA Super Cup was moved from Friday in late August, to Tuesday in mid-August, following the removal of the August international friendly date in the new FIFA International Match Calendar.[4]
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 Venues




The competition was originally played over two legs[image: External link], one at each participating club's stadium, except in exceptional circumstances; for instance in 1991[image: External link] when Red Star Belgrade[image: External link] were not permitted to play the leg in their native Yugoslavia[image: External link] due to the war[image: External link] which was taking place at the time, so instead Manchester United[image: External link]'s home leg was only played. Since 1998, the Super Cup was played as a single match at a neutral venue.[5] Between 1998 and 2012, the Super Cup was played at the Stade Louis II[image: External link] in Monaco. Since 2013 various stadiums have been used.
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 List of venues since 1998





	
1998[image: External link]– 2012[image: External link]: Stade Louis II[image: External link], Monaco


	
2013[image: External link]: Eden Arena[image: External link], Prague[image: External link], Czech Republic[image: External link][6]


	
2014[image: External link]: Cardiff City Stadium[image: External link], Cardiff[image: External link], Wales[image: External link][4]


	
2015[image: External link]: Boris Paichadze Dinamo Arena[image: External link], Tbilisi[image: External link], Georgia[image: External link][4][7]


	
2016[image: External link]: Lerkendal Stadion[image: External link], Trondheim[image: External link], Norway[image: External link][8]


	
2017[image: External link]: Philip II Arena[image: External link], Skopje[image: External link], Macedonia[image: External link][9]


	
2018[image: External link]: A. Le Coq Arena[image: External link], Tallinn[image: External link], Estonia[image: External link][10]
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 Trophy




The UEFA Super Cup trophy is retained by UEFA at all times. A full-size replica trophy is awarded to the winning club. Forty gold medals are presented to the winning club and forty silver medals to the runners-up.[11]

The Super Cup trophy has undergone several changes in its history. The first trophy that was presented to Ajax in 1973 and 1974 was extremely large; in fact, it was bigger than the European Cup. This was replaced by a plaque with a gold UEFA Emblem. The next trophy was the smallest and lightest of all the European club trophies, weighing 5 kg and measuring 42.5 cm in height (the UEFA Champions League trophy weighs 8 kg and the UEFA Europa League trophy 15 kg). The new model weighs 12.2 kg and measures 58 cm in height.[12]

Until 2008, a team which wins three times in a row or five in total, receives an original copy of the trophy and a special mark of recognition. Milan[image: External link] and Barcelona[image: External link] have achieved this honour, winning the trophy a total of five times each. Since then, the original trophy is kept exclusively by the European football governing body.
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 Rules




Currently, the rules of the UEFA Super Cup are the same as any other UEFA club competition. It is a single match final, contested in a neutral venue. The match consists of two periods of 45 minutes each, known as halves. If the scores are level at the end of 90 minutes, two additional 15-minute periods of extra time[image: External link] are played. If there is no winner at the end of the second period of extra time, a penalty shoot-out[image: External link] determines the winner. Each team names 18 players, 11 of which start the match. Of the 7 remaining players, a total of 3 may be substituted throughout the match. Each team may wear its first choice kit[image: External link]; if these clash, however, the previous year's Europa League[image: External link] winning team must wear an alternative colour. If a club refuses to play or is ineligible to play then they are replaced by the second finalist from the competition through which they qualified. If the field is unfit for play due to bad weather, the match must be played the next day.[11]
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 Sponsorship




UEFA Super Cup's sponsors are the same as the sponsors for the UEFA Champions League. The tournament's current main sponsors are:[13]


	Gazprom

	
Heineken[14]


	
MasterCard[15]


	
Nissan[16]


	
PepsiCo[17]

	
Pepsi/Pepsi Max,[18] Gatorade, and Lay's/Walkers are the brands being advertised.





	
Sony[19]

	
PlayStation and Xperia are the brands being advertised.





	
UniCredit[20]




Adidas is a secondary sponsor and supplies the official match ball and referee uniform, as they do for all other UEFA competitions. Konami's Pro Evolution Soccer is also a secondary sponsor as the official Super Cup video game.

Individual clubs may wear jerseys with advertising, even if such sponsors conflict with those of the Europa League; however, only one sponsorship is permitted per jersey (plus that of the manufacturer). Exceptions are made for non-profit organisations, which can feature on the front of the shirt, incorporated with the main sponsor, or on the back, either below the squad number or between the player name and the collar.
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 Media coverage




Main article: List of UEFA Super Cup broadcasters[image: External link]


UEFA packages the UEFA Super Cup match with the UEFA Champions League, so, UEFA Champions League broadcasters are also the official broadcasters of the UEFA Super Cup.
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 Prize money




As of 2012, UEFA awards €[image: External link]2.2 million to the runners-up and €3 million to the winners of the Super Cup.[21]
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 Tickets




60% of the stadium capacity is reserved for the visiting clubs. The remaining seats are sold by UEFA through an online auction. There are an unlimited number of applications for tickets given out. The 5 euro administration fee is deducted from each applicant and there is no limit to the number of applications each individual can make.[22]
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 Records and statistics




Main article: List of UEFA Super Cup matches[image: External link]
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 Winners






	Club
	Winners
	Runners-up
	Years won
	Years runners-up



	Barcelona[image: External link]
	5
	4
	1992[image: External link], 1997[image: External link], 2009[image: External link], 2011[image: External link], 2015[image: External link]
	1979[image: External link], 1982[image: External link], 1989[image: External link], 2006[image: External link]



	Milan[image: External link]
	5
	2
	1989[image: External link], 1990[image: External link], 1994[image: External link], 2003[image: External link], 2007[image: External link]
	1973[image: External link], 1993[image: External link]



	Liverpool
	3
	2
	1977[image: External link], 2001[image: External link], 2005[image: External link]
	1978[image: External link], 1984[image: External link]



	Real Madrid[image: External link]
	3
	2
	2002[image: External link], 2014[image: External link], 2016[image: External link]
	1998[image: External link], 2000[image: External link]



	Ajax[image: External link]
	2[A]
	1
	1973[image: External link], 1995[image: External link]
	1987[image: External link]



	Anderlecht
	2
	0
	1976[image: External link], 1978[image: External link]
	–



	Valencia[image: External link]
	2
	0
	1980[image: External link], 2004[image: External link]
	–



	Juventus[image: External link]
	2
	0
	1984[image: External link], 1996[image: External link]
	–



	Atlético Madrid[image: External link]
	2
	0
	2010[image: External link], 2012[image: External link]
	–



	Sevilla[image: External link]
	1
	4
	2006[image: External link]
	2007[image: External link], 2014[image: External link], 2015[image: External link], 2016[image: External link]



	Porto[image: External link]
	1
	3
	1987[image: External link]
	2003[image: External link], 2004[image: External link], 2011[image: External link]



	Bayern Munich[image: External link]
	1
	3
	2013[image: External link]
	1975[image: External link], 1976[image: External link], 2001[image: External link]



	Manchester United[image: External link]
	1
	2
	1991[image: External link]
	1999[image: External link], 2008[image: External link]



	Chelsea[image: External link]
	1
	2
	1998[image: External link]
	2012[image: External link], 2013[image: External link]



	Dynamo Kyiv[image: External link]
	1
	1
	1975[image: External link]
	1986[image: External link]



	Nottingham Forest[image: External link]
	1
	1
	1979[image: External link]
	1980[image: External link]



	Aston Villa
	1
	0
	1982[image: External link]
	–



	Aberdeen[image: External link]
	1
	0
	1983[image: External link]
	–



	Steaua București[image: External link]
	1
	0
	1986[image: External link]
	–



	Mechelen[image: External link]
	1
	0
	1988[image: External link]
	–



	Parma[image: External link]
	1
	0
	1993[image: External link]
	–



	Lazio[image: External link]
	1
	0
	1999[image: External link]
	–



	Galatasaray[image: External link]
	1
	0
	2000[image: External link]
	–



	Zenit St. Petersburg[image: External link]
	1
	0
	2008[image: External link]
	–



	Hamburg[image: External link]
	0
	2
	–
	1977[image: External link], 1983[image: External link]



	PSV Eindhoven[image: External link]
	0
	1
	–
	1988[image: External link]



	Sampdoria
	0
	1
	–
	1990[image: External link]



	Crvena Zvezda[image: External link]
	0
	1
	–
	1991[image: External link]



	Werder Bremen[image: External link]
	0
	1
	–
	1992[image: External link]



	Arsenal[image: External link]
	0
	1
	–
	1994[image: External link]



	Real Zaragoza[image: External link]
	0
	1
	–
	1995[image: External link]



	Paris Saint-Germain
	0
	1
	–
	1996[image: External link]



	Borussia Dortmund[image: External link]
	0
	1
	–
	1997[image: External link]



	Feyenoord[image: External link]
	0
	1
	–
	2002[image: External link]



	CSKA Moscow[image: External link]
	0
	1
	–
	2005[image: External link]



	Shakhtar Donetsk[image: External link]
	0
	1
	–
	2009[image: External link]



	Internazionale[image: External link]
	0
	1
	–
	2010[image: External link]





	Notes




	A. ^ The 1972 final is not recognised by UEFA[image: External link] as an official title.[1]
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 By nation






	Performance by nation



	Nation
	Winners
	Runners-up



	
 Spain

	13
	11



	
  Italy[image: External link]

	9
	4



	
 England

	7
	8



	
  Belgium[image: External link]

	3
	0



	
 Netherlands

	2
	3



	
  Germany[image: External link]

	1
	7



	
 Portugal

	1
	3



	
  Ukraine[image: External link]

	1
	2



	
  Russia[image: External link]

	1
	1



	
 Romania

	1
	0



	
  Scotland[image: External link]

	1
	0



	
  Turkey[image: External link]

	1
	0



	
  France[image: External link]

	0
	1



	
  Yugoslavia[image: External link]

	0
	1





	Notes




	A. ^ The 1972 final is not recognised by UEFA[image: External link] as an official title.[1]
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 Individual records





	Most wins by player: Paolo Maldini and Daniel Alves (4 wins each)[23]


	Most wins by coach: Pep Guardiola and Carlo Ancelotti (3 wins each)

	Only player to have scored a hat-trick in one final: Radamel Falcao, against Chelsea (2012)
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 All-time top scorers





	
Arie Haan[image: External link], Oleg Blokhin[image: External link], Gerd Müller[image: External link], Rob Rensenbrink[image: External link], François Van Der Elst[image: External link], Terry McDermott[image: External link], Radamel Falcao[image: External link] and Lionel Messi (3 goals each).[24][25]
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	List of UEFA Super Cup winning managers[image: External link]
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	Super Cup[image: External link]
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Spain






For other uses, see Spain (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"España" redirects here. For other uses, see España (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Coordinates[image: External link]: 40°N 4°W[image: External link]

Spain ( Spanish[image: External link]: España [esˈpaɲa][image: External link] (  listen[image: External link])), officially the Kingdom of Spain (Spanish: Reino de España),[a][b] is a sovereign state[image: External link] located on the Iberian Peninsula[image: External link] in southwestern Europe[image: External link], with two large archipelagoes[image: External link], the Balearic Islands[image: External link] in the Mediterranean Sea[image: External link] and the Canary Islands[image: External link] off the North African Atlantic coast, two cities, Ceuta[image: External link] and Melilla[image: External link], in the North African mainland and several small islands in the Alboran Sea[image: External link] near the Moroccan coast. The country's mainland[image: External link] is bordered to the south and east by the Mediterranean Sea except for a small land boundary with Gibraltar[image: External link]; to the north and northeast by France, Andorra[image: External link], and the Bay of Biscay[image: External link]; and to the west and northwest by Portugal and the Atlantic Ocean. It is the only European country to have a border with an African country ( Morocco[image: External link])[h] and its African territory accounts for nearly 5% of its population, mostly in the Canary Islands but also in Ceuta and Melilla.

With an area of 505,990 km2 (195,360 sq mi), Spain is the largest country in Southern Europe, the second largest country in Western Europe and the European Union, and the fourth largest country in the European continent[image: External link]. By population, Spain is the sixth[image: External link] largest in Europe and the fifth[image: External link] in the European Union. Spain's capital and largest city is Madrid[image: External link]; other major urban areas[image: External link] include Barcelona[image: External link], Valencia, Seville[image: External link], Bilbao[image: External link] and Málaga[image: External link].

Modern humans[image: External link] first arrived in the Iberian Peninsula around 35,000 years ago. Iberian[image: External link] cultures along with ancient Phoenician[image: External link], Greek[image: External link] and Carthaginian[image: External link] settlements developed on the peninsula until it came under Roman rule around 200 BCE, after which the region was named Hispania[image: External link], based on the earlier Phoenician name Span or Spania.[10] In the Middle Ages, the area was conquered by Germanic tribes[image: External link] and later by the Moors[image: External link]. Spain emerged as a unified country in the 15th century, following the marriage of the Catholic Monarchs[image: External link] and the completion of the eight centuries-long reconquest, or Reconquista[image: External link] from the Moors in 1492. In the early modern period, Spain became one of history's first global colonial empires[image: External link], leaving a vast cultural and linguistic legacy that includes over 500 million Spanish speakers[image: External link], making Spanish the world's second most spoken first language[image: External link], after Mandarin Chinese.

Spain is a democracy organised in the form of a parliamentary government under a constitutional monarchy[image: External link]. It is a middle power[image: External link] and a major developed country[image: External link][11] with the world's fourteenth largest economy[image: External link] by nominal GDP[image: External link] and sixteenth largest[image: External link] by purchasing power parity[image: External link]. It is a member of the United Nations[image: External link] (UN), the European Union[image: External link] (EU), the Eurozone[image: External link], the Council of Europe[image: External link] (CoE), the Organization of Ibero-American States[image: External link] (OEI), the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)[image: External link], the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development[image: External link] (OECD), the World Trade Organization[image: External link] (WTO) and many other international organisations.



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Etymology




The origins of the Roman name Hispania[image: External link], from which the modern name España was derived, are uncertain due to inadequate evidence, although it is documented that the Phoenicians and Carthaginians referred to the region as Spania, therefore the most widely accepted etymology is a Semitic-Phoenician one.[10][12] Down the centuries there have been a number of accounts and hypotheses:

The Renaissance[image: External link] scholar Antonio de Nebrija[image: External link] proposed that the word Hispania evolved from the Iberian[image: External link] word Hispalis[image: External link], meaning "city of the western world".

Jesús Luis Cunchillos argues that the root of the term span is the Phoenician[image: External link] word spy, meaning "to forge metals". Therefore, i-spn-ya would mean "the land where metals are forged".[13] It may be a derivation of the Phoenician I-Shpania, meaning "island of rabbits", "land of rabbits" or "edge", a reference to Spain's location at the end of the Mediterranean; Roman coins struck in the region from the reign of Hadrian[image: External link] show a female figure with a rabbit[image: External link] at her feet,[14] and Strabo[image: External link] called it the "land of the rabbits".[15]

Hispania may derive from the poetic use of the term Hesperia, reflecting the Greek[image: External link] perception of Italy[image: External link] as a "western land" or "land of the setting sun" (Hesperia, Ἑσπερία in Greek[image: External link]) and Spain, being still further west, as Hesperia ultima.[16]

There is the claim that "Hispania" derives from the Basque[image: External link] word Ezpanna meaning "edge" or "border", another reference to the fact that the Iberian Peninsula constitutes the southwest corner of the European continent.[16]

Two 15th-century Spanish Jewish scholars, Don Isaac Abravanel[image: External link] and Solomon ibn Verga[image: External link], gave an explanation now considered folkloric. Both men wrote in two different published works that the first Jews to reach Spain were brought by ship by Phiros who was confederate with the king of Babylon when he laid siege to Jerusalem. This man was a Grecian[image: External link] by birth, but who had been given a kingdom in Spain. He became related by marriage to Espan, the nephew of king Heracles, who also ruled over a kingdom in Spain. Heracles later renounced his throne in preference for his native Greece, leaving his kingdom to his nephew, Espan, from whom the country of España (Spain) took its name. Based upon their testimonies, this eponym would have already been in use in Spain by c. 350 BCE.[17]
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 History




Main article: History of Spain[image: External link]


Iberia enters written records as a land populated largely by the Iberians[image: External link], Basques[image: External link] and Celts[image: External link]. Early on its coastal areas were settled by Phoenicians[image: External link] who founded Western Europe's most ancient cities Cadiz[image: External link] and Malaga[image: External link]. Phoenician influence expanded as much of the Peninsula was eventually incorporated into the Carthaginian Empire[image: External link], becoming a major theater of the Punic Wars[image: External link] against the expanding Roman Empire[image: External link]. After an arduous conquest[image: External link], the peninsula came fully under Roman Rule. During the early Middle Ages it came under Germanic rule but later, much of it was conquered by Moorish[image: External link] invaders from North Africa. In a process that took centuries, the small Christian kingdoms in the north gradually regained control of the peninsula. The last Moorish kingdom fell in the same year Columbus reached the Americas. A global empire began which saw Spain become the strongest kingdom in Europe, the leading world power for a century and a half, and the largest overseas empire for three centuries.

Continued wars and other problems eventually led to a diminished status. The Napoleonic invasions of Spain led to chaos, triggering independence movements that tore apart most of the empire and left the country politically unstable. Prior to the Second World War, Spain suffered a devastating civil war and came under the rule of an authoritarian government, which oversaw a period of stagnation that was followed by a surge in the growth of the economy. Eventually democracy was peacefully restored in the form of a parliamentary constitutional monarchy. Spain joined the European Union, experiencing a cultural renaissance and steady economic growth until the beginning of the 21st century, that started a new globalized world with economic and ecological challenges.
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 Prehistory and pre-Roman peoples




Main article: Prehistoric Iberia[image: External link]


Archaeological research at Atapuerca[image: External link] indicates the Iberian Peninsula was populated by hominids[image: External link] 1.2 million years ago.[19] In Atapuerca[image: External link] fossils have been found of the earliest known hominins[image: External link] in Europe[image: External link], the Homo antecessor[image: External link]. Modern humans first arrived in Iberia, from the north on foot, about 35,000 years ago.[20][not in citation given[image: External link]] The best known artefacts of these prehistoric human settlements are the famous paintings in the Altamira cave[image: External link] of Cantabria in northern Iberia, which were created from 35,600 to 13,500 BCE[image: External link] by Cro-Magnon[image: External link].[18][21] Archaeological and genetic evidence suggests that the Iberian Peninsula acted as one of several major refugia from which northern Europe was repopulated following the end of the last ice age[image: External link].

The largest groups inhabiting the Iberian Peninsula before the Roman conquest were the Iberians[image: External link] and the Celts[image: External link]. The Iberians inhabited the Mediterranean side of the peninsula, from the northeast to the southeast. The Celts inhabited much of the inner and Atlantic sides of the peninsula, from the northwest to the southwest. Basques[image: External link] occupied the western area of the Pyrenees mountain range and adjacent areas, the Phoenician-influenced Tartessians[image: External link] culture flourished in the southwest and the Lusitanians[image: External link] and Vettones[image: External link] occupied areas in the central west. A number of cities were founded along the coast by Phoenicians[image: External link], and trading outposts were established by Greeks[image: External link] in the North East. Eventually, Phoenician- Carthaginians[image: External link] expanded inland conquering about over half of modern-day Spain.
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 Roman Empire and the Gothic Kingdom




Main articles: Hispania[image: External link] and Visigothic Kingdom[image: External link]


During the Second Punic War[image: External link], roughly between 210 and 205 BC the expanding Roman Republic[image: External link] captured Carthaginian trading colonies along the Mediterranean coast. Although it took the Romans nearly two centuries to complete the conquest of the Iberian Peninsula, they retained control of it for over six centuries. Roman rule was bound together by law, language, and the Roman road[image: External link].[22]

The cultures of the Celtic and Iberian populations were gradually Romanised[image: External link] (Latinised) at different rates depending on what part of Hispania[image: External link] they lived in, with local leaders being admitted into the Roman aristocratic class.[i][23] Hispania served as a granary for the Roman market, and its harbors exported gold[image: External link], wool[image: External link], olive oil[image: External link], and wine[image: External link]. Agricultural production increased with the introduction of irrigation projects, some of which remain in use. Emperors Hadrian[image: External link], Trajan[image: External link], Theodosius I[image: External link], and the philosopher Seneca[image: External link] were born in Hispania.[j] Christianity[image: External link] was introduced into Hispania in the 1st century AD and it became popular in the cities in the 2nd century AD.[23] Most of Spain's present languages and religion, and the basis of its laws, originate from this period.[22]

The weakening of the Western Roman Empire's jurisdiction in Hispania began in 409, when the Germanic[image: External link] Suebi[image: External link] and Vandals[image: External link], together with the Sarmatian[image: External link] Alans[image: External link] entered the peninsula at the invitation of a Roman usurper. These tribes who had crossed the Rhinein[image: External link] early 407 and ravaged Gaul[image: External link]. The Suebi established a kingdom in what is today modern Galicia[image: External link] and northern Portugal whereas the Vandals established themselves in southern Spain by 420 before crossing over to North Africa in 429 and taking Carthage in 439. As the western empire disintegrated, the social and economic base became greatly simplified: but even in modified form, the successor regimes maintained many of the institutions and laws of the late empire, including Christianity and assimilation to the evolving Roman culture.

The Byzantines[image: External link] established an occidental province, Spania[image: External link], in the south, with the intention of reviving Roman rule throughout Iberia. Eventually, however, Hispania was reunited under Visigothic rule[image: External link].

Isidore of Seville[image: External link], born in Murcia[image: External link], Archbishop[image: External link] of Seville[image: External link], was an influential cleric and philosopher and was much studied in the Middle Ages[image: External link] in Europe[image: External link]. His theories were also vital to the conversion of the Visigothic Kingdom[image: External link] from an Arian[image: External link] domain to a Catholic one in the Councils of Toledo[image: External link]. This Gothic kingdom was the first independent Christian kingdom ruling in the Iberian Peninsula[image: External link], and in the Reconquista[image: External link] it was the referent for the different kingdoms fighting against the Muslim rule.
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 Middle Ages: Muslim era and Reconquista




Main articles: Al-Andalus[image: External link] and Reconquista[image: External link]


In the 8th century, nearly all of the Iberian Peninsula[image: External link] was conquered[image: External link] (711–718) by largely Moorish[image: External link] Muslim[image: External link] armies from North Africa. These conquests were part of the expansion of the Umayyad Caliphate[image: External link]. Only a small area in the mountainous north-west of the peninsula managed to resist the initial invasion.

Under Islamic law[image: External link], Christians and Jews[image: External link] were given the subordinate status of dhimmi[image: External link]. This status permitted Christians and Jews to practice their religions as People of the Book[image: External link] but they were required to pay a special tax and had legal and social rights inferior to those of Muslims.[24][25]

Conversion to Islam[image: External link] proceeded at an increasing pace. The muladíes[image: External link] (Muslims of ethnic Iberian[image: External link] origin) are believed to have comprised the majority of the population of Al-Andalus by the end of the 10th century.[26][27]

The Muslim community in the Iberian Peninsula was itself diverse and beset by social tensions. The Berber people[image: External link] of North Africa, who had provided the bulk of the invading armies, clashed with the Arab leadership[image: External link] from the Middle East[image: External link].[k] Over time, large Moorish populations became established, especially in the Guadalquivir River[image: External link] valley, the coastal plain of Valencia[image: External link], the Ebro River[image: External link] valley and (towards the end of this period) in the mountainous region of Granada[image: External link].[27]

Córdoba[image: External link], the capital of the caliphate since Abd-ar-Rahman III[image: External link], was the largest, richest and most sophisticated city in western Europe. Mediterranean trade and cultural exchange flourished. Muslims imported a rich intellectual tradition from the Middle East and North Africa. Muslim and Jewish scholars played an important part in reviving and expanding classical Greek learning[image: External link] in Western Europe. Some important philosophers at the time were Averroes[image: External link], Ibn Arabi[image: External link] and Maimonides[image: External link]. The Romanised[image: External link] cultures of the Iberian Peninsula interacted with Muslim and Jewish cultures in complex ways, giving the region a distinctive culture.[27] Outside the cities, where the vast majority lived, the land ownership system from Roman times remained largely intact as Muslim leaders rarely dispossessed landowners and the introduction of new crops and techniques led to an expansion of agriculture.

In the 11th century, the Muslim holdings fractured into rival Taifa[image: External link] kingdoms, allowing the small Christian states the opportunity to greatly enlarge their territories.[27] The arrival from North Africa[image: External link] of the Islamic ruling sects of the Almoravids[image: External link] and the Almohads[image: External link] restored unity upon the Muslim holdings, with a stricter, less tolerant application of Islam, and saw a revival in Muslim fortunes. This re-united Islamic state experienced more than a century of successes that partially reversed Christian gains.

The Reconquista[image: External link] (Reconquest) was the centuries-long period in which Christian rule was re-established over the Iberian Peninsula. The Reconquista is viewed as beginning with the Battle of Covadonga[image: External link] won by Don Pelayo[image: External link] in 722 and was concurrent with the period of Muslim rule on the Iberian Peninsula. The Christian army's victory over Muslim forces led to the creation of the Christian Kingdom of Asturias[image: External link] along the northwestern coastal mountains. Shortly after, in 739, Muslim forces were driven from Galicia[image: External link], which was to eventually host one of medieval Europe's holiest sites, Santiago de Compostela[image: External link] and was incorporated into the new Christian kingdom. The Kingdom of León[image: External link] was the strongest Christian kingdom for centuries. In 1188 the first modern parliamentary session in Europe was held in León[image: External link] (Cortes of León[image: External link]). The Kingdom of Castile[image: External link], formed from Leonese territory, was its successor as strongest kingdom. The kings and the nobility fought for power and influence in this period. The example of the Roman emperors influenced the political objective of the Crown, while the nobles benefited from feudalism[image: External link].

Muslim armies had also moved north of the Pyrenees but they were defeated by Frankish forces at the Battle of Poitiers[image: External link], Frankia[image: External link] and pushed out of the verz southernmost regionofFrance along the seacoast by the 760s. Later, Frankish[image: External link] forces established Christian counties[image: External link] on the southern side of the Pyrenees. These areas were to grow into the kingdoms of Navarre[image: External link] and Aragon[image: External link].[28] For several centuries, the fluctuating frontier between the Muslim and Christian controlled areas of Iberia was along the Ebro[image: External link] and Douro[image: External link] valleys.

The County of Barcelona[image: External link] and the Kingdom of Aragon[image: External link] entered in a dynastic union and gained territory and power in the Mediterranean. In 1229 Majorca[image: External link] was conquered, so was Valencia in 1238.

The break-up of Al-Andalus[image: External link] into the competing taifa kingdoms helped the long embattled Iberian Christian kingdoms gain the initiative. The capture of the strategically central city of Toledo[image: External link] in 1085 marked a significant shift in the balance of power in favour of the Christian kingdoms. Following a great Muslim resurgence in the 12th century, the great Moorish strongholds in the south fell to Christian Spain in the 13th century—Córdoba in 1236 and Seville[image: External link] in 1248. In the 13th and 14th centuries, the Marinid[image: External link] dynasty of Morocco invaded and established some enclaves on the southern coast but failed in their attempt to re-establish North African rule in Iberia and were soon driven out. After 800 years of Muslim presence in Spain, the last Nasrid[image: External link] sultanate of Granada[image: External link], a tributary state[image: External link] would finally surrender in 1492 to the Catholic monarchs Queen Isabella I[image: External link] of Castile[image: External link][29] and King Ferdinand II[image: External link] of Aragon[image: External link].[30][31][32]

From the mid 13th century, literature and philosophy started to flourish again in the Christian peninsular kingdoms, based on Roman and Gothic traditions. An important philosopher from this time is Ramon Llull[image: External link]. Abraham Cresques[image: External link] was a prominent Jewish cartographer. Roman law[image: External link] and its institutions were the model for the legislators. The king Alfonso X of Castile[image: External link] focused on strengthening this Roman and Gothic past, and also on linking the Iberian Christian kingdoms with the rest of medieval European Christendom. He worked for being elected emperor of the Holy Roman Empire[image: External link] and published the Siete Partidas[image: External link] code. The Toledo School of Translators[image: External link] is the name that commonly describes the group of scholars who worked together in the city of Toledo during the 12th and 13th centuries, to translate many of the philosophical and scientific works from Classical Arabic[image: External link], Ancient Greek[image: External link], and Ancient Hebrew[image: External link]. The Islamic transmission of the classics[image: External link] is the main Islamic contributions to Medieval Europe[image: External link]. The Castilian[image: External link] language—more commonly known (especially later in history and at present) as "Spanish" after becoming the national language and lingua franca[image: External link] of Spain—evolved from Vulgar Latin[image: External link], as did other Romance languages[image: External link] of Spain like the Catalan[image: External link], Asturian[image: External link] and Galician[image: External link] languages, as well as other Romance languages in Latin Europe. Basque[image: External link], the only non-Romance language in Spain, continued evolving from Early Basque to Medieval. The Glosas Emilianenses[image: External link] founded in the monasteries[image: External link] of San Millán de la Cogolla[image: External link] contain the first written words in both Basque and Spanish, having the first become an influence in the formation of the second as an evolution of Latin.

The 13th century also witnessed the Crown of Aragon[image: External link], centred in Spain's north east, expand its reach across islands in the Mediterranean, to Sicily[image: External link] and even Athens.[33] Around this time the universities of Palencia[image: External link] (1212/1263) and Salamanca[image: External link] (1218/1254) were established. The Black Death[image: External link] of 1348 and 1349 devastated Spain.[34]
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Main article: Spanish Empire[image: External link]


In 1469, the crowns of the Christian kingdoms of Castile[image: External link] and Aragon[image: External link] were united by the marriage[image: External link] of Isabella I of Castile[image: External link] and Ferdinand II of Aragon[image: External link]. 1478 commenced the completion of the conquest of the Canary Islands[image: External link] and in 1492, the combined forces of Castile and Aragon captured the Emirate of Granada[image: External link] from its last ruler Muhammad XII[image: External link], ending the last remnant of a 781-year presence[image: External link] of Islamic rule in Iberia. That same year, Spain's Jews[image: External link] were ordered to convert[image: External link] to Catholicism[image: External link] or face expulsion[image: External link] from Spanish territories during the Spanish Inquisition[image: External link].[35] The Treaty of Granada[image: External link] guaranteed religious tolerance towards Muslims,[36] for a few years before Islam was outlawed in 1502 in the Kingdom of Castile and 1527 in the Kingdom of Aragon, leading to Spain's Muslim population becoming nominally Christian Moriscos. A few decades after the Morisco rebellion of Granada known as the War of the Alpujarras[image: External link], a significant proportion of Spain's formerly-Muslim population was expelled, settling primarily in North Africa. [l][37]

The year 1492 also marked the arrival of Christopher Columbus[image: External link] in the New World[image: External link], during a voyage funded by Isabella. Columbus's first voyage crossed the Atlantic and reached the Caribbean Islands, beginning the European exploration and conquest of the Americas, although he remained convinced that he had reached the Orient[image: External link]. The colonisation of the Americas started, with conquistadores[image: External link] like Hernán Cortés[image: External link] and Francisco Pizarro[image: External link]. Miscegenation[image: External link] was the rule between the native and the Spanish cultures and people.

As Renaissance[image: External link] New Monarchs[image: External link], Isabella and Ferdinand centralised royal power at the expense of local nobility, and the word España, whose root is the ancient name Hispania, began to be commonly used to designate the whole of the two kingdoms.[37] With their wide-ranging political, legal, religious and military reforms, Spain emerged as the first world power[image: External link].

The unification of the crowns of Aragon and Castile by the marriage of their sovereigns laid the basis for modern Spain and the Spanish Empire, although each kingdom of Spain remained a separate country, in social, political, laws, currency and language.[38][39]

There were two big revolts against the new Habsburg monarch and the more authoritarian and imperial-style crown: Revolt of the Comuneros[image: External link] in Castile[image: External link] and Revolt of the Brotherhoods[image: External link] in Majorca[image: External link] and Valencia. After years of combat, Comuneros Juan López de Padilla[image: External link], Juan Bravo[image: External link] and Francisco Maldonado[image: External link] were executed and María Pacheco[image: External link] went into exile. Germana de Foix[image: External link] also finished with the revolt in the Mediterranean.

Spain was Europe's leading power throughout the 16th century and most of the 17th century, a position reinforced by trade and wealth from colonial possessions and became the world's leading maritime power[image: External link]. It reached its apogee during the reigns of the first two Spanish Habsburgs[image: External link]—Charles I[image: External link] (1516–1556) and Philip II[image: External link] (1556–1598). This period saw the Italian Wars[image: External link], the Revolt of the Comuneros[image: External link], the Dutch Revolt[image: External link], the Morisco Revolt[image: External link], clashes with the Ottomans[image: External link], the Anglo-Spanish War[image: External link] and wars with France[image: External link].[40]

Through exploration and conquest or royal marriage alliances and inheritance, the Spanish Empire[image: External link] expanded to include vast areas in the Americas[image: External link], islands in the Asia-Pacific area, areas of Italy, cities in Northern Africa, as well as parts of what are now France, Germany, Belgium[image: External link], Luxembourg[image: External link], and the Netherlands. The first circumnavigation[image: External link] of the world was carried out in 1519–1521. It was the first empire on which it was said that the sun never set[image: External link]. This was an Age of Discovery[image: External link], with daring explorations by sea and by land, the opening-up of new trade routes[image: External link] across oceans, conquests and the beginnings of European colonialism[image: External link]. Spanish explorers brought back precious metals[image: External link], spices, luxuries, and previously unknown plants, and played a leading part in transforming the European understanding of the globe.[41] The cultural efflorescence witnessed during this period is now referred to as the Spanish Golden Age[image: External link]. The expansion of the empire caused immense upheaval in the Americas as the collapse of societies and empires and new diseases from Europe devastated American indigenous populations. The rise of humanism[image: External link], the Counter-Reformation[image: External link] and new geographical discoveries and conquests raised issues that were addressed by the intellectual movement now known as the School of Salamanca[image: External link], which developed the first modern theories of what are now known as international law[image: External link] and human rights[image: External link].

In the late 16th century and first half of the 17th century, Spain was confronted by unrelenting challenges from all sides. Barbary pirates[image: External link], under the aegis of the rapidly growing Ottoman Empire[image: External link], disrupted life in many coastal areas through their slave[image: External link] raids and the renewed threat of an Islamic invasion[image: External link].[42] This was at a time when Spain was often at war with France.

The Protestant Reformation[image: External link] dragged the kingdom ever more deeply into the mire of religiously charged wars. The result was a country forced into ever expanding military efforts across Europe and in the Mediterranean.[43]

By the middle decades of a war- and plague[image: External link]-ridden 17th-century Europe, the Spanish Habsburgs had enmeshed the country in continent-wide religious-political conflicts. These conflicts drained it of resources and undermined the economy generally. Spain managed to hold on to most of the scattered Habsburg empire[image: External link], and help the imperial forces of the Holy Roman Empire[image: External link] reverse a large part of the advances made by Protestant forces, but it was finally forced to recognise the separation of Portugal[image: External link] (with whom it had been united[image: External link] in a personal union[image: External link] of the crowns from 1580 to 1640) and the Netherlands, and eventually suffered some serious military reverses to France in the latter stages of the immensely destructive, Europe-wide Thirty Years' War[image: External link].[44]

In the latter half of the 17th century, Spain went into a gradual decline, during which it surrendered several small territories to France and the Netherlands; however, it maintained and enlarged its vast overseas empire, which remained intact until the beginning of the 19th century.

The decline culminated in a controversy over succession to the throne which consumed the first years of the 18th century. The War of the Spanish Succession[image: External link] was a wide-ranging international conflict combined with a civil war, and was to cost the kingdom its European possessions and its position as one of the leading powers on the Continent.[45] During this war, a new dynasty originating in France, the Bourbons[image: External link], was installed. Long united only by the Crown, a true Spanish state was established when the first Bourbon king, Philip V[image: External link], united the crowns of Castile and Aragon into a single state, abolishing many of the old regional privileges and laws.[46]

The 18th century saw a gradual recovery and an increase in prosperity through much of the empire. The new Bourbon monarchy drew on the French system of modernising the administration and the economy. Enlightenment[image: External link] ideas began to gain ground among some of the kingdom's elite and monarchy. Military assistance for the rebellious British colonies in the American War of Independence[image: External link] improved the kingdom's international standing.[47]
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Main articles: Mid-19th-century Spain[image: External link], Spanish American wars of independence[image: External link], Spanish–American War[image: External link], Anarchism in Spain[image: External link], and Spanish Second Republic[image: External link]


In 1793, Spain went to war against the revolutionary new French Republic[image: External link] as a member of the first Coalition[image: External link]. The subsequent War of the Pyrenees[image: External link] polarised the country in a reaction against the gallicised[image: External link] elites and following defeat in the field, peace was made with France in 1795 at the Peace of Basel[image: External link] in which Spain lost control over two-thirds of the island of Hispaniola[image: External link]. The Prime Minister, Manuel Godoy[image: External link], then ensured that Spain allied herself with France in the brief War of the Third Coalition[image: External link] which ended with the British victory at the Battle of Trafalgar[image: External link] in 1805. In 1807, a secret treaty between Napoleon and the unpopular prime minister led to a new declaration of war against Britain and Portugal. Napoleon's troops entered the country to invade Portugal but instead occupied Spain's major fortresses. The ridiculed Spanish king abdicated in favour of Napoleon's[image: External link] brother, Joseph Bonaparte[image: External link].

Joseph Bonaparte was seen as a puppet monarch[image: External link] and was regarded with scorn by the Spanish. The 2 May 1808 revolt[image: External link] was one of many nationalist uprisings across the country against the Bonapartist regime.[48] These revolts marked the beginning of a devastating war of independence[image: External link] against the Napoleonic regime.[49] Napoleon was forced to intervene personally, defeating several Spanish armies and forcing a British army to retreat. However, further military action by Spanish armies, guerrillas[image: External link] and Wellington's[image: External link] British-Portuguese forces, combined with Napoleon's disastrous invasion of Russia[image: External link], led to the ousting of the French imperial armies from Spain in 1814, and the return of King Ferdinand VII[image: External link].[50]

During the war, in 1810, a revolutionary body, the Cortes of Cádiz[image: External link], was assembled to co-ordinate the effort against the Bonapartist regime and to prepare a constitution.[51] It met as one body, and its members represented the entire Spanish empire.[52] In 1812 a constitution[image: External link] for universal representation under a constitutional monarchy was declared but after the fall of the Bonapartist regime Ferdinand VII[image: External link] dismissed the Cortes Generales[image: External link] and was determined to rule as an absolute monarch[image: External link]. These events foreshadowed the conflict between conservatives and liberals in the 19th and early 20th centuries.

Spain's conquest by France benefited Latin American anti-colonialists who resented the Imperial Spanish government's policies that favoured Spanish-born citizens ( Peninsulars[image: External link]) over those born overseas ( Criollos[image: External link]) and demanded retroversion of the sovereignty to the people[image: External link]. Starting in 1809 Spain's American colonies began a series of revolutions and declared independence, leading to the Spanish American wars of independence[image: External link] that ended Spanish control over its mainland colonies in the Americas. King Ferdinand VII's attempt to re-assert control[image: External link] proved futile as he faced opposition not only in the colonies but also in Spain and army revolts[image: External link] followed, led by liberal officers. By the end of 1826, the only American colonies Spain held were Cuba[image: External link] and Puerto Rico[image: External link].

The Napoleonic War left Spain economically ruined, deeply divided and politically unstable. In the 1830s and 1840s Anti-liberal forces known as Carlists[image: External link] fought against liberals[image: External link] in the Carlist Wars[image: External link]. Liberal forces won, but the conflict between progressive and conservative liberals ended in a weak early constitutional period. After the Glorious Revolution[image: External link] of 1868 and the short-lived First Spanish Republic[image: External link], a more stable monarchic period began[image: External link] characterised by the practice of turnismo (the rotation of government control between progressive and conservative liberals within the Spanish government).

In the late 19th century nationalist movements arose in the Philippines and Cuba. In 1895 and 1896 the Cuban War of Independence[image: External link] and the Philippine Revolution[image: External link] broke out and eventually the United States became involved. The Spanish–American War[image: External link] was fought in the spring of 1898 and resulted in Spain losing the last of its once vast colonial empire outside of North Africa. El Desastre (the Disaster), as the war became known in Spain, gave added impetus to the Generation of '98[image: External link] who were conducting an analysis of the country.

Although the period around the turn of the century was one of increasing prosperity, the 20th century brought little peace; Spain played a minor part in the scramble for Africa[image: External link], with the colonisation of Western Sahara[image: External link], Spanish Morocco[image: External link] and Equatorial Guinea[image: External link]. It remained neutral during World War I (see Spain in World War I[image: External link]). The heavy losses suffered during the Rif War[image: External link] in Morocco brought discredit to the government and undermined the monarchy.

A period of authoritarian rule under General Miguel Primo de Rivera[image: External link] (1923–1931) ended with the establishment of the Second Spanish Republic[image: External link]. The Republic offered political autonomy to the linguistically distinct regions of Basque Country[image: External link], Catalonia[image: External link] and Galicia[image: External link] and gave voting rights to women[image: External link].
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The Spanish Civil War broke out in 1936. For three years the Nationalist[image: External link] forces led by General Francisco Franco[image: External link] and supported by Nazi Germany[image: External link] and Fascist Italy[image: External link] fought the Republican[image: External link] side, which was supported by the Soviet Union[image: External link], Mexico and International Brigades[image: External link] but it was not supported by the Western powers due to the British-led policy of Non-Intervention[image: External link]. The civil war was viciously fought and there were many atrocities committed by all sides[image: External link]. The war[image: External link] claimed the lives of over 500,000 people and caused the flight of up to a half-million citizens from the country.[53][54] In 1939, General Franco emerged victorious and became a dictator.

The state as established under Franco[image: External link] was nominally neutral[image: External link] in the Second World War, although sympathetic[image: External link] to the Axis[image: External link]. The only legal party under Franco's post civil war regime was the Falange[image: External link] Española Tradicionalista y de las JONS, formed in 1937; the party emphasised falangism[image: External link], a form of fascism[image: External link] that emphasised anti-communism[image: External link], nationalism[image: External link] and Roman Catholicism[image: External link]. Given Franco's opposition to competing political parties, the party was renamed the National Movement (Movimiento Nacional[image: External link]) in 1949.

After World War II Spain was politically and economically isolated, and was kept out of the United Nations[image: External link]. This changed in 1955, during the Cold War[image: External link] period, when it became strategically important for the US to establish a military presence on the Iberian Peninsula as a counter to any possible move by the Soviet Union into the Mediterranean basin. In the 1960s, Spain registered an unprecedented rate of economic growth[image: External link] which was propelled by industrialisation[image: External link], a mass internal migration[image: External link] from rural areas to cities and the creation of a mass tourism industry[image: External link]. Franco's rule was also characterised by authoritarianism[image: External link], promotion of a unitary national identity[image: External link], the favouring of a very conservative form of Roman Catholicism known as National Catholicism[image: External link], and discriminatory language policies[image: External link].

In February 2016, the government of Spain announced it will rename streets named after Franco's administration officials with names of women.[55]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Restoration of democracy and Globalization




Main articles: Spanish transition to democracy[image: External link] and Spanish society after the democratic transition[image: External link]


In 1962 a group of politicians involved in the opposition to Franco's regime inside the country and in the exile met in the congress of the European Movement[image: External link] in Munich, where they made a resolution in favour of democracy.[56][57][58]

With Franco's death in November 1975, Juan Carlos[image: External link] succeeded to the position of King of Spain[image: External link] and head of state[image: External link] in accordance with the franquist law. With the approval of the new Spanish Constitution of 1978[image: External link] and the restoration of democracy[image: External link], the State devolved[image: External link] much authority to the regions and created an internal organisation based on autonomous communities[image: External link]. Spanish 1977 Amnesty Law[image: External link] let people of Franco´s regime continue inside institutions without consequences, even responsibles of some crimes during transition to democracy like the Massacre of 3 March 1976 in Vitoria[image: External link] or 1977 Massacre of Atocha[image: External link].

In the Basque Country, moderate Basque nationalism[image: External link] has coexisted with a radical nationalist movement[image: External link] led by the armed terrorist organisation ETA[image: External link].[59] The group was formed in 1959 during Franco's rule but has continued to wage its violent campaign even after the restoration of democracy and the return of a large measure of regional autonomy. On 23 February 1981, rebel elements among the security forces seized the Cortes in an attempt to impose a military backed government[image: External link]. King Juan Carlos took personal command of the military and successfully ordered the coup plotters, via national television, to surrender.

During the 1980s the democratic restoration made possible a growing open society. New cultural movements based on freedom appeared, like La Movida Madrileña[image: External link] and a culture of human rights arose with Gregorio Peces-Barba[image: External link]. On 30 May 1982 Spain joined NATO[image: External link], following a referendum[image: External link] after a strong social opposition. That year the Spanish Socialist Workers Party[image: External link] (PSOE) came to power, the first left-wing government in 43 years. In 1986 Spain joined the European Economic Community[image: External link], which later became the European Union[image: External link]. The PSOE was replaced in government by the Partido Popular[image: External link] (PP) in 1996 after scandals around participation of the government of Felipe González[image: External link] in the Dirty war against ETA[image: External link]; at that point the PSOE had served almost 14 consecutive years in office.

On 1 January 2002, Spain fully adopted the euro[image: External link], and Spain experienced strong economic growth, well above the EU[image: External link] average during the early 2000s. However, well publicised concerns issued by many economic commentators at the height of the boom warned that extraordinary property prices and a high foreign trade deficit were likely to lead to a painful economic collapse.[60]

In 2002 Prestige oil spill[image: External link] happened with big ecological consequences in the Spanish atlantic coastline. In 2003 José María Aznar[image: External link] supported US president George W. Bush[image: External link] in its preventive war[image: External link] against Sadam Hussein´s Iraq[image: External link]. A strong movement against war rose in Spanish society. On 11 March 2004 a local Islamist[image: External link] terrorist group inspired by Al-Qaeda[image: External link] carried out the largest terrorist attack in Spanish history when they killed 191 people and wounded more than 1,800 others by bombing commuter trains[image: External link] in Madrid.[61] Though initial suspicions focused on the Basque terrorist group ETA[image: External link], evidence soon emerged indicating Islamist involvement. Because of the proximity of the 2004 election[image: External link], the issue of responsibility quickly became a political controversy, with the main competing parties PP and PSOE exchanging accusations over the handling of the incident.[62] At 14 March elections, PSOE, led by José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero[image: External link] won the elections.

The proportion of Spain's foreign born population[image: External link] increased rapidly from around 1 in 50 in 2000 to almost 1 in 8 in 2010 but has since declined. In 2005 the Spanish government legalised same sex marriage[image: External link]. Decentralisation was supported with much resistance of Constitutional Court and conservative opposition, so did gender politics like quotas or the law against gender violence. Government talks with ETA happened, and the band announced its permanent cease of violence in 2010.

The bursting of the Spanish property bubble[image: External link] in 2008 led to the 2008–16 Spanish financial crisis[image: External link] and high levels of unemployment[image: External link], cuts in government spending and corruption[image: External link] in Royal family[image: External link] and People's Party[image: External link] served as a backdrop to the 2011–12 Spanish protests[image: External link]. Catalan independentism[image: External link] was also on rise. In 2011 Mariano Rajoy[image: External link]'s conservative People's Party[image: External link] won elections with 44.6% of votes and Rajoy became the Spanish Prime Minister after having been the leader of the opposition from 2004 to 2011 with a program of cutting social spends. On 19 June 2014, the monarch[image: External link], Juan Carlos, abdicated in favour of his son, who became Felipe VI[image: External link]. Bipartidism in Spanish politics got to an end with the entrance of new forces in representative institutions. In 2015, left-wing[image: External link] mayors[image: External link] got control of biggest cities in the country as former judge and former co-founder of the labour law office where the 1977 Massacre of Atocha[image: External link] took place Manuela Carmena[image: External link] in Madrid[image: External link], co-founder and spokesperson of the Platform for People Affected by Mortgages[image: External link] Ada Colau[image: External link] in Barcelona[image: External link], Valencia or Zaragoza[image: External link], the first time that happens since the Spanish Second Republic. Even though, in general election of the same year, conservative People's Party revalidated its majority in the parliament.
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Main article: Geography of Spain[image: External link]


At 505,992 km2 (195,365 sq mi), Spain is the world's fifty-second largest country[image: External link] and Europe's fourth largest country[image: External link]. It is some 47,000 km2 (18,000 sq mi) smaller than France and 81,000 km2 (31,000 sq mi) larger than the US state of California[image: External link]. Mount Teide[image: External link] ( Tenerife[image: External link]) is the highest mountain peak in Spain and is the third largest volcano in the world from its base. Spain is a transcontinental country[image: External link].

Spain lies between latitudes 26°[image: External link] and 44° N[image: External link], and longitudes 19° W[image: External link] and 5° E[image: External link].

On the west, Spain is bordered by Portugal; on the south, it is bordered by Gibraltar[image: External link] (a British overseas territory[image: External link]) and Morocco[image: External link], through its exclaves[image: External link] in North Africa ( Ceuta[image: External link] and Melilla[image: External link], and the peninsula of Vélez de la Gomera[image: External link]). On the northeast, along the Pyrenees[image: External link] mountain range, it is bordered by France and the Principality[image: External link] of Andorra[image: External link]. Along the Pyrenees in Girona[image: External link], a small exclave town called Llívia[image: External link] is surrounded by France.

Extending to 1,214 km (754 mi), the Portugal–Spain border[image: External link] is the longest uninterrupted border[image: External link] within the European Union[image: External link].[63]
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Main article: List of islands of Spain[image: External link]


Spain also includes the Balearic Islands[image: External link] in the Mediterranean Sea[image: External link], the Canary Islands[image: External link] in the Atlantic Ocean[image: External link] and a number of uninhabited islands on the Mediterranean side of the Strait of Gibraltar[image: External link], known as plazas de soberanía[image: External link] ("places of sovereignty", or territories under Spanish sovereignty), such as the Chafarinas Islands[image: External link] and Alhucemas[image: External link]. The peninsula of Vélez de la Gomera[image: External link] is also regarded as a plaza de soberanía. The isle of Alborán[image: External link], located in the Mediterranean between Spain and North Africa, is also administered by Spain, specifically by the municipality of Almería[image: External link], Andalusia. The little Pheasant Island[image: External link] in the River Bidasoa[image: External link] is a Spanish-French condominium[image: External link].

Largest inhabited islands of Spain:



	Island
	Population



	Tenerife[image: External link]
	899,833



	
Majorca[image: External link] (Mallorca)
	862,397



	Gran Canaria[image: External link]
	838,397



	Lanzarote[image: External link]
	141,938



	Ibiza[image: External link]
	125,053



	Fuerteventura[image: External link]
	103,107



	
Minorca[image: External link] (Menorca)
	92,434



	La Palma[image: External link]
	85,933
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Mainland Spain is a mountainous[image: External link] country, dominated by high plateaus[image: External link] and mountain chains. After the Pyrenees, the main mountain ranges are the Cordillera Cantábrica[image: External link] (Cantabrian Range), Sistema Ibérico[image: External link] (Iberian System), Sistema Central[image: External link] (Central System), Montes de Toledo[image: External link], Sierra Morena[image: External link] and the Sistema Bético[image: External link] (Baetic System) whose highest peak, the 3,478 metres (11,411 ft) Mulhacén[image: External link], located in Sierra Nevada[image: External link], is the highest elevation in the Iberian Peninsula. The highest point in Spain is the Teide[image: External link], a 3,718-metre (12,198 ft) active volcano[image: External link] in the Canary Islands. The Meseta Central[image: External link] (often translated as "Inner Plateau") is a vast plateau in the heart of peninsular Spain.

There are several major rivers in Spain[image: External link] such as the Tagus[image: External link] (Tajo), Ebro[image: External link], Guadiana[image: External link], Douro[image: External link] (Duero), Guadalquivir[image: External link], Júcar[image: External link], Segura[image: External link], Turia[image: External link] and Minho[image: External link] (Miño). Alluvial plains[image: External link] are found along the coast, the largest of which is that of the Guadalquivir in Andalusia[image: External link].
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 Climate




Main article: Climate of Spain[image: External link]


Three main climatic zones can be separated, according to geographical situation and orographic[image: External link] conditions:[64][65][66]


	The Mediterranean climate[image: External link], characterised by warm/hot and dry summers, is dominant in the peninsula. It has two varieties: Csa and Csb according to the Köppen climate classification[image: External link].

	The Csa zone is associated to areas with hot summers. It is predominant in the Mediterranean and Southern Atlantic coast and inland throughout Andalusia[image: External link], Extremadura[image: External link] and much, if not most, of the centre of the country. The Csa zone covers climatic zones with both relatively warm and cold winters which are considered extremely different to each other at a local level, reason for which Köppen classification is often eschewed within Spain. Local climatic maps generally divide the Mediterranean zone (which covers most of the country) between warm-winter and cold-winter zones, rather than according to summer temperatures.

	The Csb zone has warm rather than hot summers, and extends to additional cool-winter areas not typically associated with a Mediterranean climate, such as much of central and northern-central of Spain (e.g. western Castile–León[image: External link], northeastern Castilla-La Mancha[image: External link] and northern Madrid[image: External link]) and into much rainier areas (notably Galicia[image: External link]). Note areas with relatively high rainfall such as Galicia are not considered Mediterranean under local classifications, but classed as oceanic.





	The semi-arid climate[image: External link] (BSk, BSh), is predominant in the southeastern quarter of the country, but is also widespread in other areas of Spain. It covers most of the Region of Murcia[image: External link], southern Valencia[image: External link] and eastern Andalusia, where true hot desert climates also exist. Further to the north, it is predominant in the upper and mid reaches of the Ebro[image: External link] valley, which crosses southern Navarre[image: External link], central Aragon and western Catalonia. It also is found in Madrid, Extremadura, Castilla-La Mancha, and some locations of western Andalusia. The dry season extends beyond the summer and average temperature depends on altitude and latitude.

	The oceanic climate[image: External link] (Cfb), located in the northern quarter of the country, especially in the Atlantic region (Basque Country[image: External link], Cantabria[image: External link], Asturias[image: External link], and partly Galicia and Castile–León). Additionally it is also found in northern Navarre, in most highlands areas along the Iberian System[image: External link] and in the Pyrenean[image: External link] valleys, where a humid subtropical variant (Cfa) also occurs. Winter and summer temperatures are influenced by the ocean, and have no seasonal drought.



Apart from these main types, other sub-types can be found, like the alpine[image: External link] and continental climates[image: External link] (Dfc, Dfb / Dsc, Dsb) in the Pyrenees[image: External link] as well as parts of the Cantabrian Range[image: External link], the Central System[image: External link], Sierra Nevada[image: External link] and the Iberian System[image: External link], and a typical desert climate[image: External link] (BWk, BWh) in the zone of Almería, Murcia and eastern Canary Islands[image: External link]. Low-lying areas of the Canary Islands average above 18.0 °C (64.4 °F) during their coldest month, thus having a tropical climate[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Fauna and flora




The fauna[image: External link] presents a wide diversity that is due in large part to the geographical position of the Iberian peninsula between the Atlantic and the Mediterranean and between Africa[image: External link] and Eurasia[image: External link], and the great diversity of habitats and biotopes[image: External link], the result of a considerable variety of climates and well differentiated regions.

The vegetation of Spain is varied due to several factors including the diversity of the relief, the climate and latitude[image: External link]. Spain includes different phytogeographic[image: External link] regions, each with its own floristic characteristics resulting largely from the interaction of climate, topography, soil type and fire, biotic[image: External link] factors.
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 Politics




Main article: Politics of Spain[image: External link]


See also: Spanish Constitution of 1978[image: External link]


According to the Democracy Index[image: External link] of the EIU, Spain is one of the 19 full democracies in the world.

The Spanish Constitution of 1978 is the culmination of the Spanish transition to democracy[image: External link]. The constitutional history of Spain dates back to the constitution of 1812. Impatient with the slow pace of democratic political reforms in 1976 and 1977, Spain's new King Juan Carlos[image: External link], known for his formidable personality, dismissed Carlos Arias Navarro[image: External link] and appointed the reformer Adolfo Suárez[image: External link] as Prime Minister.[67][68] The resulting general election in 1977[image: External link] convened the Constituent Cortes[image: External link] (the Spanish Parliament, in its capacity as a constitutional assembly) for the purpose of drafting and approving the constitution of 1978.[69] After a national referendum on 6 December 1978, 88% of voters approved of the new constitution.

As a result, Spain is now composed of 17 autonomous communities[image: External link] and two autonomous cities[image: External link] with varying degrees of autonomy thanks to its Constitution, which nevertheless explicitly states the indivisible unity of the Spanish nation. The constitution also specifies that Spain has no state religion and that all are free to practice and believe as they wish.

The Spanish administration approved legislation in 2007 aimed at furthering equality between genders[image: External link] in Spanish political and economic life (Gender Equality Act).[70][71] However, in the legislative branch, as of May 2017 only 140 of the 350 members of the Congress were women (40%).[72] It places Spain 12th on a list of countries ranked by proportion of women in the lower house[image: External link]. In the Senate, there are only 101 women out of 263 (38.0%).[73] The Gender Empowerment Measure[image: External link] of Spain in the United Nations Human Development Report[image: External link] is 0.794, 12th in the world.[74]
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 Government




Main article: Government of Spain[image: External link]


See also: List of Spanish monarchs[image: External link] and Monarchs of Spain family tree[image: External link]


Spain is a constitutional monarchy[image: External link], with a hereditary monarch[image: External link] and a bicameral parliament[image: External link], the Cortes Generales[image: External link] (General Courts). The executive branch consists of a Council of Ministers of Spain[image: External link] presided over by the Prime Minister[image: External link], nominated and appointed[image: External link] by the monarch[image: External link] and confirmed by the Congress of Deputies following legislative elections. By political custom established by King Juan Carlos since the ratification of the 1978 Constitution, the king's nominees have all been from parties who maintain a plurality of seats in the Congress.

The legislative branch[image: External link] is made up of the Congress of Deputies[image: External link] (Congreso de los Diputados) with 350 members, elected by popular vote on block lists by proportional representation to serve four-year terms, and a Senate[image: External link] (Senado) with 259 seats of which 208 are directly elected by popular vote and the other 51 appointed by the regional legislatures to also serve four-year terms.


	
Head of State

	
King[image: External link] Felipe VI[image: External link], since 19 June 2014





	
Head of Government

	
Prime Minister of Spain[image: External link] (Presidente del Gobierno, literally President of the Government): Mariano Rajoy Brey[image: External link], elected 20 November 2011.

	
Deputy Prime Minister[image: External link] and Minister for the Presidency[image: External link]: Soraya Sáenz de Santamaría[image: External link].









	
Cabinet

	
Council of Ministers[image: External link] (Consejo de Ministros) designated by the Prime Minister.







Spain is organisationally structured as a so-called Estado de las Autonomías ("State of Autonomies"); it is one of the most decentralised[image: External link] countries in Europe, along with Switzerland, Germany and Belgium;[75] for example, all autonomous communities have their own elected parliaments, governments, public administrations, budgets, and resources. Health and education systems among others are managed by the Spanish communities, and in addition, the Basque Country and Navarre also manage their own public finances based on foral[image: External link] provisions. In Catalonia, the Basque Country, Navarre and the Canary Islands, a full-fledged autonomous police corps replaces some of the State police functions (see Mossos d'Esquadra[image: External link], Ertzaintza[image: External link], Policía Foral/Foruzaingoa[image: External link] and Policía Canaria[image: External link]).
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 Human rights




Main article: Human rights in Spain[image: External link]


See also: LGBT rights in Spain[image: External link]


The Government respects the human rights[image: External link] of its citizens; although there are a few problems in some areas, the law and judiciary provide effective means of addressing individual instances of abuse. There are allegations that a few members of the security forces abused detainees and mistreated foreigners and illegal immigrants.[76] According to Amnesty International[image: External link] (AI), government investigations of such alleged abuses are often lengthy and punishments were light.[77] Violence against women was a problem, which the Government took steps to address.[78][79]

Spain provides one of the highest degrees of liberty in the world for its LGBT[image: External link] community. Among the countries studied by Pew Research Center[image: External link] in 2013, Spain is rated first in acceptance of homosexuality, with an 88% of society supporting the gay community compared to 11% who do not.[80]
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 Administrative divisions




Main article: Political divisions of Spain[image: External link]


The Spanish State is integrated by 17 autonomous communities and 2 autonomous cities, both groups being the highest or first-order administrative division in the country. Autonomous communities are integrated by provinces, of which there are 50 in total, and in turn, provinces are integrated by municipalities. In Catalonia, two additional divisions exist, the comarques (sing. comarca) and the vegueries (sing. vegueria) both of which have administrative powers; comarques being aggregations of municipalities, and the vegueries being aggregations of comarques. The concept of a comarca exists in all autonomous communities, however, unlike Catalonia, these are merely historical or geographical subdivisions.
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 Autonomous communities




Main article: Autonomous communities of Spain[image: External link]


See also: Nationalities and regions of Spain[image: External link]


Spain's autonomous communities are the first level administrative divisions of the country. They were created after the current constitution came into effect (in 1978) in recognition of the right to self-government of the "nationalities and regions of Spain[image: External link]".[81] The autonomous communities were to be integrated into adjacent provinces with common historical, cultural, and economical traits. This territorial organisation, based on devolution[image: External link], is literally known in Spain as the "State of Autonomies".

The basic institutional law of each autonomous community is the Statute of Autonomy[image: External link]. The Statutes of Autonomy establish the name of the community according to its historical and contemporary identity, the limits of its territories, the name and organisation of the institutions of government and the rights they enjoy according to the constitution.[82]

The governments of all autonomous communities must be based on a division of powers comprising:


	a legislative assembly whose members must be elected by universal suffrage[image: External link] according to the system of proportional representation[image: External link] and in which all areas that integrate the territory are fairly represented;

	a government council, with executive and administrative functions headed by a president, elected by the Legislative Assembly and nominated by the King of Spain[image: External link];

	a supreme court, under the supreme court of Spain, which heads the judiciary in the autonomous community.



Catalonia, Galicia and the Basque Country, which identified themselves as nationalities, were granted self-government through a rapid process. Andalusia also took that denomination in its first Statute of Autonomy, even though it followed the longer process stipulated in the constitution for the rest of the country. Progressively, other communities in revisions to their Statutes of Autonomy have also taken that denomination in accordance to their historical and modern identities, such as the Valencian Community,[83] the Canary Islands,[84] the Balearic Islands,[85] and Aragon.[86]

The autonomous communities have wide legislative and executive autonomy, with their own parliaments[image: External link] and regional governments. The distribution of powers may be different for every community, as laid out in their Statutes of Autonomy, since devolution was intended to be asymmetrical. Only two communities—the Basque Country and Navarre—have full fiscal autonomy. Aside of fiscal autonomy, the nationalities—Andalusia, the Basque Country, Catalonia, and Galicia—were devolved more powers than the rest of the communities, among them the ability of the regional president to dissolve the parliament and call for elections at any time. In addition, the Basque Country, Catalonia and Navarre have police corps of their own: Ertzaintza[image: External link], Mossos d'Esquadra[image: External link] and the Policía Foral[image: External link] respectively. Other communities have more limited forces or none at all, like the Policía Autónoma Andaluza[87] in Andalusia[image: External link] or the BESCAM[image: External link] in Madrid[image: External link].

Nonetheless, recent amendments to existing Statutes of Autonomy or the promulgation of new Statutes altogether, have reduced the asymmetry between the powers originally granted to the nationalities and the rest of the regions.

Finally, along with the 17 autonomous communities, two autonomous cities are also part of the State of Autonomies and are first-order territorial divisions: Ceuta[image: External link] and Melilla[image: External link]. These are two exclaves located in the northern African coast.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Provinces and municipalities




Main articles: Provinces of Spain[image: External link] and Municipalities of Spain[image: External link]


Autonomous communities are subdivided into provinces[image: External link], which served as their territorial building blocks. In turn, provinces are integrated by municipalities[image: External link]. The existence of both the provinces and the municipalities is guaranteed and protected by the constitution, not necessarily by the Statutes of Autonomy themselves. Municipalities are granted autonomy to manage their internal affairs, and provinces are the territorial divisions designed to carry out the activities of the State.[88]

The current provincial division structure is based—with minor changes—on the 1833 territorial division[image: External link] by Javier de Burgos[image: External link], and in all, the Spanish territory is divided into 50 provinces. The communities of Asturias, Cantabria, La Rioja, the Balearic Islands, Madrid, Murcia and Navarre are the only communities that are integrated by a single province, which is coextensive with the community itself. In these cases, the administrative institutions of the province are replaced by the governmental institutions of the community.
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 Foreign relations




Main article: Foreign relations of Spain[image: External link]


After the return of democracy following the death of Franco[image: External link] in 1975, Spain's foreign policy[image: External link] priorities were to break out of the diplomatic isolation of the Franco years[image: External link] and expand diplomatic relations[image: External link], enter the European Community[image: External link], and define security relations with the West.

As a member of NATO[image: External link] since 1982, Spain has established itself as a participant in multilateral international security activities. Spain's EU membership represents an important part of its foreign policy. Even on many international issues beyond western Europe, Spain prefers to co-ordinate its efforts with its EU partners through the European political co-operation mechanisms.[ vague[image: External link]]

Spain has maintained its special relations with Hispanic America[image: External link] and the Philippines[image: External link]. Its policy emphasises the concept of an Ibero-American[image: External link] community, essentially the renewal of the historically liberal concept of " Hispanidad[image: External link]" or " Hispanismo[image: External link]", as it is often referred to in English, which has sought to link the Iberian Peninsula with Hispanic America through language, commerce, history and culture.


	Territorial disputes



Spain claims Gibraltar[image: External link], a 6-square-kilometre (2.3 sq mi) Overseas Territory of the United Kingdom[image: External link] in the southernmost part of the Iberian Peninsula[image: External link]. Then a Spanish town, it was conquered by an Anglo-Dutch force in 1704 during the War of the Spanish Succession[image: External link] on behalf of Archduke Charles[image: External link], pretender to the Spanish throne.

The legal situation concerning Gibraltar was settled in 1713 by the Treaty of Utrecht[image: External link], in which Spain ceded the territory in perpetuity to the British Crown[90] stating that, should the British abandon this post, it would be offered to Spain first. Since the 1940s Spain has called for the return of Gibraltar. The overwhelming majority of Gibraltarians[image: External link] strongly oppose this, along with any proposal of shared sovereignty.[91] UN resolutions call on the United Kingdom and Spain, both EU members, to reach an agreement over the status of Gibraltar.[92][93]

The Spanish claim makes a distinction between the isthmus[image: External link] that connects the Rock to the Spanish mainland on the one hand, and the Rock and city of Gibraltar on the other. While the Rock and city were ceded by the Treaty of Utrecht, Spain asserts that the "occupation of the isthmus is illegal and against the principles of International Law[image: External link]".[94] The United Kingdom relies on de facto arguments of possession by prescription[image: External link] in relation to the isthmus,[95] as there has been "continuous possession [of the isthmus] over a long period".[96]

Another claim by Spain is about the Savage Islands[image: External link], a claim not recognised by Portugal. Spain claims that they are rocks rather than islands, therefore claiming that there is no Portuguese territorial waters around the disputed islands. On 5 July 2013, Spain sent a letter to the UN expressing these views.[97][98]

Spain claims the sovereignty over the Perejil Island[image: External link], a small, uninhabited rocky islet[image: External link] located in the South shore of the Strait of Gibraltar[image: External link]. The island lies 250 metres (820 ft) just off the coast of Morocco, 8 kilometres (5.0 mi) from Ceuta[image: External link] and 13.5 kilometres (8.4 mi) from mainland Spain. Its sovereignty is disputed between Spain and Morocco. It was the subject of an armed incident between the two countries in 2002. The incident ended when both countries agreed to return to the status quo[image: External link] ante which existed prior to the Moroccan occupation of the island. The islet is now deserted and without any sign of sovereignty.

Besides the Perejil Island, the Spanish-held territories claimed by other countries are two: Morocco claims the Spanish cities of Ceuta and Melilla and the plazas de soberanía[image: External link] islets off the northern coast of Africa; and Portugal does not recognise Spain's sovereignty over the territory of Olivenza[image: External link].
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 Military




Main article: Spanish Armed Forces[image: External link]


The armed forces of Spain are known as the Spanish Armed Forces (Fuerzas Armadas Españolas). Their Commander-in-chief[image: External link] is the King of Spain[image: External link], Felipe VI[image: External link].[99]

The Spanish Armed Forces[image: External link] are divided into three branches:[100]


	Army (Ejército de Tierra )[image: External link]

	Navy (Armada )[image: External link]

	Air Force (Ejército del Aire )[image: External link]
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 Economy




Main article: Economy of Spain[image: External link]


Spain's capitalist[image: External link] mixed economy[image: External link] is the 14th largest[image: External link] worldwide and the 5th largest[image: External link] in the European Union[image: External link], as well as the Eurozone[image: External link]'s 4th largest.

The centre-right government of former prime minister José María Aznar[image: External link] worked successfully to gain admission to the group of countries launching the euro[image: External link] in 1999. Unemployment[image: External link] stood at 7.6% in October 2006, a rate that compared favourably to many other European countries, and especially with the early 1990s when it stood at over 20%. Perennial weak points of Spain's economy include high inflation,[101] a large underground economy[image: External link],[102] and an education system which OECD reports place among the poorest for developed countries, together with the United States and UK.[103]

By the mid-1990s the economy had recommenced the growth that had been disrupted by the global recession of the early 1990s. The strong economic growth helped the government to reduce the government debt as a percentage of GDP and Spain's high unemployment began to drop steadily. With the government budget in balance and inflation under control Spain was admitted into the Eurozone in 1999.

Since the 1990s some Spanish companies have gained multinational status, often expanding their activities in culturally close Latin America. Spain is the second biggest foreign investor there, after the United States. Spanish companies have also expanded into Asia, especially China and India.[104] This early global expansion is a competitive advantage over its competitors and European neighbours. The reason for this early expansion is the booming interest towards Spanish language and culture in Asia and Africa and a corporate culture that learned to take risks in unstable markets.

Spanish companies invested in fields like renewable energy commercialisation[image: External link] ( Iberdrola[image: External link] was the world's largest renewable energy operator[105]), technology companies like Telefónica[image: External link], Abengoa[image: External link], Mondragon Corporation[image: External link], Movistar[image: External link], Hisdesat[image: External link], Indra[image: External link], train manufacturers like CAF[image: External link], Talgo[image: External link], global corporations such as the textile company Inditex[image: External link], petroleum companies like Repsol[image: External link] and infrastructure, with six of the ten biggest international construction firms specialising in transport being Spanish, like Ferrovial[image: External link], Acciona[image: External link], ACS[image: External link], OHL[image: External link] and FCC[image: External link].[106]

In 2005 the Economist Intelligence Unit[image: External link]'s quality of life[image: External link] survey placed Spain among the top 10 in the world.[107] In 2013 the same survey (now called the "Where-to-be-born index"), ranked Spain 28th in the world.[108]

In 2010, the Basque[image: External link] city of Bilbao[image: External link] was awarded with the Lee Kuan Yew World City Prize[image: External link],[109] and its mayor at the time, Iñaki Azkuna[image: External link], was awarded the World Mayor[image: External link] Prize in 2012.[110] The Basque capital city of Vitoria-Gasteiz[image: External link] received the European Green Capital Award[image: External link] in 2012.[111]
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 Agriculture




Main article: Agriculture in Spain[image: External link]


Crop areas were farmed in two highly diverse manners. Areas relying on non-irrigated cultivation (secano), which made up 85% of the entire crop area, depended solely on rainfall as a source of water. They included the humid regions of the north and the northwest, as well as vast arid zones that had not been irrigated. The much more productive regions devoted to irrigated cultivation (regadío) accounted for 3 million hectares in 1986, and the government hoped that this area would eventually double, as it already had doubled since 1950. Particularly noteworthy was the development in Almería[image: External link]—one of the most arid and desolate provinces of Spain—of winter crops of various fruits and vegetables for export to Europe.

Though only about 17% of Spain's cultivated land was irrigated, it was estimated to be the source of between 40–45% of the gross value of crop production and of 50% of the value of agricultural exports. More than half of the irrigated area was planted in corn[image: External link], fruit trees[image: External link], and vegetables[image: External link]. Other agricultural products that benefited from irrigation included grapes[image: External link], cotton[image: External link], sugar beets[image: External link], potatoes[image: External link], legumes[image: External link], olive trees[image: External link], mangos, strawberries[image: External link], tomatoes[image: External link], and fodder[image: External link] grasses. Depending on the nature of the crop, it was possible to harvest two successive crops in the same year on about 10% of the country's irrigated land.

Citrus fruits[image: External link], vegetables[image: External link], cereal grains[image: External link], olive oil[image: External link], and wine[image: External link]—Spain's traditional agricultural products—continued to be important in the 1980s. In 1983 they represented 12%, 12%, 8%, 6%, and 4%, respectively, of the country's agricultural production. Because of the changed diet of an increasingly affluent population, there was a notable increase in the consumption of livestock[image: External link], poultry[image: External link], and dairy products[image: External link]. Meat[image: External link] production for domestic consumption became the single most important agricultural activity, accounting for 30% of all farm-related production in 1983. Increased attention to livestock was the reason that Spain became a net importer of grains. Ideal growing conditions, combined with proximity to important north European markets, made citrus fruits Spain's leading export. Fresh vegetables and fruits produced through intensive irrigation farming also became important export commodities, as did sunflower seed oil[image: External link] that was produced to compete with the more expensive olive oils in oversupply throughout the Mediterranean countries of the European Community[image: External link].
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 Tourism




Main article: Tourism in Spain[image: External link]


The climate of Spain, its geographic location, popular coastlines, diverse landscapes, historical legacy, vibrant culture and excellent infrastructure, has made Spain's international tourist industry among the largest in the world. In the last five decades, international tourism in Spain has grown to become the second largest in the world in terms of spending, worth approximately 40 billion Euros or about 5% of GDP in 2006.[112][113]
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 Energy




Main article: Energy in Spain[image: External link]


Spain is one of the world's leading countries in the development and production of renewable energy. In 2010 Spain became the solar power[image: External link] world leader when it overtook the United States with a massive power station plant called La Florida[image: External link], near Alvarado, Badajoz[image: External link].[114][115] Spain is also Europe's main producer of wind energy. In 2010 its wind turbines generated 42,976 GWh, which accounted for 16.4% of all electrical energy produced in Spain.[116][117][118] On 9 November 2010, wind energy reached an instantaneous historic peak covering 53% of mainland electricity demand[119] and generating an amount of energy that is equivalent to that of 14 nuclear reactors[image: External link].[120] Other renewable energies used in Spain are hydroelectric[image: External link], biomass[image: External link] and marine[image: External link] (2 power plants under construction).[121]

Non-renewable energy sources used in Spain are nuclear[image: External link] (8 operative reactors), gas[image: External link], coal[image: External link], and oil[image: External link]. Fossil fuels together generated 58% of Spain's electricity in 2009, just below the OECD mean of 61%. Nuclear power generated another 19%, and wind and hydro about 12% each.[122]
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 Transport




Main article: Transport in Spain[image: External link]


The Spanish road system is mainly centralised, with six highways connecting Madrid[image: External link] to the Basque Country[image: External link], Catalonia[image: External link], Valencia[image: External link], West Andalusia[image: External link], Extremadura[image: External link] and Galicia[image: External link]. Additionally, there are highways along the Atlantic ( Ferrol[image: External link] to Vigo[image: External link]), Cantabrian ( Oviedo[image: External link] to San Sebastián[image: External link]) and Mediterranean ( Girona[image: External link] to Cádiz[image: External link]) coasts. Spain aims to put one million electric cars[image: External link] on the road by 2014 as part of the government's plan to save energy and boost energy efficiency[image: External link].[123] The former Minister of Industry Miguel Sebastián[image: External link] said that "the electric vehicle is the future and the engine of an industrial revolution."[124]

Spain has the most extensive high-speed rail network in Europe, and the second-most extensive in the world after China.[125][126] As of October 2010, Spain has a total of 3,500 km (2,174.80 mi) of high-speed tracks linking Málaga[image: External link], Seville[image: External link], Madrid[image: External link], Barcelona[image: External link], Valencia and Valladolid[image: External link], with the trains reaching speeds up to 300 km/h (190 mph). On average, the Spanish high-speed train is the fastest one in the world, followed by the Japanese bullet train[image: External link] and the French TGV[image: External link].[127] Regarding punctuality, it is second in the world (98.54% on-time arrival) after the Japanese Shinkansen (99%).[128] Should the aims of the ambitious AVE[image: External link] programme (Spanish high speed trains) be met, by 2020 Spain will have 7,000 km (4,300 mi) of high-speed trains linking almost all provincial cities to Madrid in less than three hours and Barcelona within four hours.

There are 47 public airports in Spain. The busiest one is the airport of Madrid[image: External link] (Barajas), with 50 million passengers in 2011, being the world's 15th busiest airport[image: External link], as well as the European Union's fourth busiest. The airport of Barcelona[image: External link] (El Prat) is also important, with 35 million passengers in 2011, being the world's 31st-busiest airport. Other main airports are located in Majorca[image: External link] (23 million passengers), Málaga[image: External link] (13 million passengers), Las Palmas (Gran Canaria)[image: External link] (11 million passengers), Alicante[image: External link] (10 million passengers) and smaller, with the number of passengers between 4 and 10 million, for example Tenerife[image: External link] (two airports), Valencia[image: External link], Seville[image: External link], Bilbao[image: External link], Ibiza[image: External link], Lanzarote[image: External link], Fuerteventura[image: External link]. Also, more than 30 airports with the number of passengers below 4 million.
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 Science and technology




Main article: Science and technology in Spain[image: External link]


In the 19th and 20th centuries science in Spain was held back by severe political instability and consequent economic underdevelopment. Despite the conditions, some important scientists and engineers emerged. The most notable were Miguel Servet[image: External link], Santiago Ramón y Cajal[image: External link], Narcís Monturiol[image: External link], Celedonio Calatayud[image: External link], Juan de la Cierva[image: External link], Leonardo Torres y Quevedo[image: External link], Margarita Salas[image: External link] and Severo Ochoa[image: External link].


	See also ASCAMM[image: External link], Associació Catalana d'Empreses constructores de Motlles i Matrius
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 Water supply and sanitation




Main article: Water supply and sanitation in Spain[image: External link]


Water supply[image: External link] and sanitation[image: External link] in Spain is characterised by universal access and generally good service quality, while tariffs are among the lowest in the EU.[129] Almost half of the population is served by private or mixed private-public water companies, which operate under concession contracts with municipalities. The largest of the private water companies, with a market share of about 50% of the private concessions, is Aguas de Barcelona ( Agbar[image: External link]). However, the large cities are all served by public companies except Barcelona and Valencia. The largest public company is Canal de Isabel II[image: External link], which serves the metropolitan area of Madrid.

Droughts affect water supply in Southern Spain, which increasingly is turning towards seawater desalination[image: External link] to meet its water needs.
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 Demographics




Main article: Demographics of Spain[image: External link]


See also: List of Spanish autonomous communities by population[image: External link]


In 2008 the population of Spain officially reached 46 million people, as recorded by the Padrón municipal (Spain's Municipal Register).[130] Spain's population density, at 91/km² (235/sq mi), is lower than that of most Western European countries and its distribution across the country is very unequal. With the exception of the region surrounding the capital, Madrid[image: External link], the most populated areas lie around the coast. The population of Spain more than doubled since 1900, when it stood at 18.6 million, principally due to the spectacular demographic boom in the 1960s and early 1970s.[131]

Native Spaniards[image: External link] make up 88% of the total population of Spain. After the birth rate[image: External link] plunged in the 1980s and Spain's population growth rate dropped, the population again trended upward, based initially on the return of many Spaniards who had emigrated to other European countries during the 1970s, and more recently, fuelled by large numbers of immigrants who make up 12% of the population. The immigrants originate mainly in Latin America[image: External link] (39%), North Africa[image: External link] (16%), Eastern Europe[image: External link] (15%), and Sub-Saharan Africa[image: External link] (4%).[132] In 2005, Spain instituted a three-month amnesty programme through which certain hitherto undocumented aliens were granted legal residency.

In 2008, Spain granted citizenship to 84,170 persons, mostly to people from Ecuador, Colombia and Morocco.[133] A sizeable portion of foreign residents in Spain also comes from other Western and Central European countries. These are mostly British, French, German, Dutch, and Norwegian. They reside primarily on the Mediterranean coast and the Balearic islands, where many choose to live their retirement or telecommute[image: External link].

Substantial populations descended from Spanish colonists and immigrants exist in other parts of the world, most notably in Latin America. Beginning in the late 15th century, large numbers of Iberian colonists settled in what became Latin America and at present most white Latin Americans[image: External link] (who make up about one-third of Latin America's population) are of Spanish or Portuguese origin. Around 240,000 Spaniards emigrated in the 16th century, mostly to Peru[image: External link] and Mexico[image: External link].[134] Another 450,000 left in the 17th century.[135] Between 1846 and 1932 it is estimated that nearly 5 million Spaniards emigrated to the Americas, especially to Argentina and Brazil.[136] Approximately two million Spaniards migrated to other Western European countries between 1960 and 1975. During the same period perhaps 300,000 went to Latin America.[137]
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 Urbanisation





	Metropolitan areas



Main article: List of metropolitan areas in Spain[image: External link]


Source: "Áreas urbanas +50", Ministry of Public Works and Transport[image: External link] (2013)[141]



	e[image: External link] • d



	Rank
	Metro area
	Autonomous

community
	Population



	Government data
	Other estimations



	1
	Madrid[image: External link]
	Madrid[image: External link]
	6,052,247
	5.4 – 6.5 m[142][143]



	2
	Barcelona[image: External link]
	Catalonia[image: External link]
	5,030,679
	4.2 – 5.1 m[142][144]



	3
	Valencia
	Valencia[image: External link]
	1,551,585
	1.5 – 2.3 m[145]



	4
	Seville[image: External link]
	Andalusia[image: External link]
	1,294,867
	1.2 – 1.3 m



	5
	Málaga[image: External link]
	Andalusia[image: External link]
	953,251
	



	6
	Bilbao[image: External link]
	Basque Country[image: External link]
	910,578
	



	7
	Oviedo[image: External link]– Gijón[image: External link]– Avilés[image: External link]
	Asturias[image: External link]
	835,053
	



	8
	Zaragoza[image: External link]
	Aragon[image: External link]
	746,152
	



	9
	Alicante[image: External link]– Elche[image: External link]
	Valencia[image: External link]
	698,662
	



	10
	Murcia[image: External link]
	Murcia[image: External link]
	643,854
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 Peoples




Main articles: Spanish people[image: External link] and Nationalisms and regionalisms of Spain[image: External link]


The Spanish Constitution of 1978[image: External link], in its second article, recognises several contemporary entities[image: External link]— nationalities[image: External link]—[m] and regions, within the context of the Spanish nation.

Spain is de facto a plurinational state[image: External link].[146][147] The idendity of Spain rather accrues of an overlap of different territorial and ethnolinguistic identities than of a sole Spanish identity. In some cases some of the territorial identities may conflict with the dominant Spanish culture. Distinct traditional identities within Spain include the Basques[image: External link], Catalans[image: External link], Galicians[image: External link], Andalusians[image: External link] and Valencians[image: External link],[148] although to some extent all of the 17 autonomous communities may claim a distinct local identity.

It is this last feature of "shared identity" between the more local level or autonomous community and the Spanish level which makes the identity question in Spain complex and far from univocal.
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 Minority groups




Spain has a number of descendants of populations from former colonies, especially Latin America[image: External link] and North Africa[image: External link]. Smaller numbers of immigrants from several Sub-Saharan[image: External link] countries have recently been settling in Spain. There are also sizeable numbers of Asian[image: External link] immigrants, most of whom are of Middle Eastern[image: External link], South Asian[image: External link] and Chinese origin. The single largest group of immigrants are European; represented by large numbers of Romanians, Britons, Germans[image: External link], French and others.[149]

The arrival of the gitanos[image: External link], a Romani people[image: External link], began in the 16th century; estimates of the Spanish Roma population range from 750,000 to over one million.[150][151][152][153][154] There are also the mercheros[image: External link] (also quinquis), a formerly nomadic minority group. Their origin is unclear.

Historically, Sephardi Jews[image: External link] and Moriscos[image: External link] are the main minority groups originated in Spain and with a contribution to Spanish culture.[155] The Spanish government is offering Spanish nationality to Sephardi Jews.[156]
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 Immigration




Main article: Immigration to Spain[image: External link]


According to the Spanish government there were 5.7 million foreign residents in Spain in 2011, or 12% of the total population. According to residence permit data for 2011, more than 860,000 were Romanian[image: External link], about 770,000 were Moroccan[image: External link], approximately 390,000 were British, and 360,000 were Ecuadorian[image: External link].[157] Other sizeable foreign communities are Colombian[image: External link], Bolivian[image: External link], German[image: External link], Italian[image: External link], Bulgarian[image: External link], and Chinese. There are more than 200,000 migrants from Sub-Saharan Africa[image: External link] living in Spain, principally Senegaleses[image: External link] and Nigerians[image: External link].[158] Since 2000, Spain has experienced high population growth[image: External link] as a result of immigration flows, despite a birth rate that is only half the replacement level. This sudden and ongoing inflow of immigrants, particularly those arriving illegally by sea, has caused noticeable social tension.[159]

Within the EU, Spain had the 2nd highest immigration rate in percentage terms after Cyprus[image: External link], but by a great margin, the highest in absolute numbers, up to 2008.[160] The number of immigrants in Spain had grown up from 500,000 people in 1996 to 5.2 million in 2008 out of a total population of 46 million.[161][162] In 2005 alone, a regularisation programme increased the legal immigrant population by 700,000 people.[163] There are a number of reasons for the high level of immigration, including Spain's cultural ties with Latin America[image: External link], its geographical position, the porosity of its borders, the large size of its underground economy and the strength of the agricultural and construction sectors, which demand more low cost labour than can be offered by the national workforce.

Another statistically significant factor is the large number of residents of EU origin typically retiring to Spain's Mediterranean coast. In fact, Spain was Europe's largest absorber of migrants from 2002 to 2007, with its immigrant population more than doubling as 2.5 million people arrived.[164] In 2008, prior to the onset of the economic crisis, the Financial Times reported that Spain was the most favoured destination for Western Europeans considering a move from their own country and seeking jobs elsewhere in the EU.[165]

In 2008, the government instituted a "Plan of Voluntary Return" which encouraged unemployed immigrants from outside the EU to return to their home countries and receive several incentives, including the right to keep their unemployment benefits and transfer whatever they contributed to the Spanish Social Security.[166] The programme had little effect; during its first two months, just 1,400 immigrants took up the offer.[167] What the programme failed to do, the sharp and prolonged economic crisis has done from 2010 to 2011 in that tens of thousands of immigrants have left the country due to lack of jobs. In 2011 alone, more than half a million people left Spain.[168] For the first time in decades the net migration rate was expected to be negative, and nine out of 10 emigrants were foreigners.[168]
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 Languages




Main article: Languages of Spain[image: External link]


Spain is openly multilingual,[169] and the constitution establishes that the nation will protect "all Spaniards and the peoples of Spain in the exercise of human rights, their cultures and traditions, languages and institutions.[170]

Spanish[image: External link] (español)—officially recognised in the constitution as Castilian[image: External link] (castellano)—is the official language of the entire country, and it is the right and duty of every Spaniard to know the language. The constitution also establishes that "all other Spanish languages"—that is, all other languages of Spain—will also be official in their respective autonomous communities in accordance to their Statutes[image: External link], their organic regional legislations, and that the "richness of the distinct linguistic modalities of Spain represents a patrimony which will be the object of special respect and protection."[171]

The other official languages of Spain, co-official with Spanish are:


	
Basque[image: External link] (euskara) in the Basque Country[image: External link] and Navarre[image: External link];

	
Catalan[image: External link] (català) in Catalonia[image: External link], the Balearic Islands[image: External link] and in the Valencian Community[image: External link], where its distinct modality of the language is officially known as Valencian[image: External link] (valencià); and

	
Galician[image: External link] (galego) in Galicia[image: External link]




As a percentage of the general population, Basque is spoken by 2%, Catalan (or Valencian) by 17%, and Galician by 7% of all Spaniards.[172]

In Catalonia[image: External link], Aranese[image: External link] (aranés), a local variety of the Occitan language[image: External link], has been declared co-official along with Catalan and Spanish since 2006. It is spoken only in the comarca of Val d'Aran[image: External link] by roughly 6,700 people. Other Romance[image: External link] minority languages[image: External link], though not official, have special recognition, such as the Astur-Leonese group ( Asturian[image: External link] – asturianu, also called bable – in Asturias[image: External link][173] and Leonese[image: External link] – llionés – in Castile and León[image: External link]) and Aragonese[image: External link] (aragonés) in Aragon[image: External link].

In the North African[image: External link] Spanish autonomous city of Melilla[image: External link], Riff Berber[image: External link] is spoken by a significant part of the population. In the tourist areas of the Mediterranean coast and the islands, English[image: External link] and German[image: External link] are widely spoken by tourists, foreign residents, and tourism workers.[174]
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 Education




Main article: Education in Spain[image: External link]


State education in Spain is free and compulsory from the age of six to sixteen. The current education system was established by the 2006 educational law, LOE (Ley Orgánica de Educación), or Fundamental Law for the Education.[175] In 2014, the LOE was partially modified by the newer and controversial LOMCE law (Ley Orgánica para la Mejora de la Calidad Educativa), or Fundamental Law for the Improvement of the Education System, commonly called Ley Wert (Wert Law).[176] Since 1970 to 2014, Spain has had seven different educational laws (LGE, LOECE, LODE, LOGSE, LOPEG, LOE and LOMCE).[177]

Institución Libre de Enseñanza[image: External link] was an educational project that developed in Spain for the half a century of about 1876–1936 by Francisco Giner de los Ríos[image: External link] and Gumersindo de Azcárate[image: External link]. The institute was inspired by the philosophy of Krausism[image: External link]. Concepción Arenal[image: External link] in feminism[image: External link] and Santiago Ramón y Cajal[image: External link] in neuroscience were in the movement.
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 Health




Main article: Health care in Spain[image: External link]


The health care system of Spain (Spanish National Health System[image: External link]) is considered one of the best in the world, in 7th position in the ranking elaborated by the World Health Organization[image: External link].[178] The health care is public, universal and free for any legal citizen of Spain.[179] The total health spending is 9.4% of the GDP, slightly above the average of 9.3% of the OECD[image: External link].
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 Religion




Main article: Religion in Spain[image: External link]


See also: Christianity in Spain[image: External link], Islam in Spain[image: External link], Judaism in Spain[image: External link], Hinduism in Spain[image: External link], and Bahá'í Faith in Spain[image: External link]





	Religions in Spain



	
	
	
	
	



	Roman Catholicism
	
  


	67.8%



	No Religion
	
  


	27.5%



	Other Faith
	
  


	2.2%



	No Answer
	
  


	2.5%



	Numbers from the following source:[4]






Roman Catholicism[image: External link] has long been the main religion of Spain, and although it no longer has official status by law, in all public schools in Spain students have to choose either a religion or ethics class. Catholicism is the religion most commonly taught, although the teaching of Islam,[180] Judaism,[181] and evangelical Christianity[182] is also recognised in law. According to a June 2016 study by the Spanish Centre for Sociological Research about 68% of Spaniards self-identify as Catholics, 2% other faith, and about 27% identify with no religion[image: External link]. Most Spaniards do not participate regularly in religious services. This same study shows that of the Spaniards who identify themselves as religious, 59% hardly ever or never go to church, 16% go to church some times a year, 9% some time per month and 15% every Sunday or multiple times per week.[4] Recent polls and surveys have revealed that atheists[image: External link] and agnostics[image: External link] comprise anywhere from 20% to 27% of the Spanish population.[4][183][184]

Altogether, about 9% of the entire Spanish population attends religious services at least once per month.[4] Though Spanish society has become considerably more secular in recent decades, the influx of Latin American immigrants, who tend to be strong Catholic practitioners, has helped the Catholic Church to recover.

There have been four Spanish Popes[image: External link]. Damasus I[image: External link], Calixtus III[image: External link], Alexander VI[image: External link] and Benedict XIII[image: External link]. Spanish mysticism was an important intellectual fight against Protestantism with Teresa of Ávila[image: External link], a reformist[image: External link] nun, ahead. The Society of Jesus[image: External link] was founded by Ignatius of Loyola[image: External link] and Francisco Javier[image: External link]. In the 1960s, Jesuits Pedro Arrupe[image: External link] and Ignacio Ellacuría[image: External link] were inside the movement of Liberation Theology[image: External link].

Protestant[image: External link] churches have about 1,200,000 members.[185] There are about 105,000 Jehovah's Witnesses[image: External link]. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints[image: External link] has approximately 46,000 adherents in 133 congregations in all regions of the country and has a temple[image: External link] in the Moratalaz[image: External link] District of Madrid.[186]

A study made by the Union of Islamic Communities of Spain[image: External link] demonstrated that there were about 1,700,000 inhabitants of Muslim background living in Spain as of 2012, accounting for 3–4% of the total population of Spain. The vast majority was composed of immigrants and descendants originating from Morocco[image: External link] and other African countries. More than 514,000 (30%) of them had Spanish nationality.[187]

The recent waves of immigration have also led to an increasing number of Hindus[image: External link], Buddhists[image: External link], Sikhs[image: External link] and Muslims[image: External link]. After the Reconquista in 1492, Muslims did not live in Spain for centuries. Late 19th-century colonial expansion in northwestern Africa gave a number of residents in Spanish Morocco[image: External link] and Western Sahara[image: External link] full citizenship. Their ranks have since been bolstered by recent immigration, especially from Morocco and Algeria.

Judaism[image: External link] was practically non-existent in Spain from the 1492 expulsion until the 19th century, when Jews were again permitted to enter the country. Currently there are around 62,000 Jews in Spain, or 0.14% of the total population. Most are arrivals in the past century, while some are descendants of earlier Spanish Jews. Approximately 80,000 Jews[image: External link] are thought to have lived in Spain prior to its expulsion.[188]
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 Culture




Main article: Culture of Spain[image: External link]


Culturally, Spain is a Western country[image: External link]. Almost every aspect of Spanish life is permeated by its Roman heritage, making Spain one of the major Latin countries[image: External link] of Europe. Spanish culture is marked by strong historic ties to Catholicism, which played a pivotal role in the country's formation and subsequent identity. Spanish art, architecture, cuisine, and music has been shaped by successive waves of foreign invaders, as well as by the country's Mediterranean climate and geography. The centuries-long colonial era globalised Spanish language and culture, with Spain also absorbing the cultural and commercial products of its diverse empire.
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 World Heritage Sites




Main article: World Heritage Sites in Spain[image: External link]


See also: Castles in Spain[image: External link] and Cathedrals in Spain[image: External link]


It should be noted that after Italy[image: External link] (49) and China[image: External link] (45), Spain is the third country in the world with the most World Heritage Sites[image: External link]. At the present time it has 44 recognised sites, including the landscape of Monte Perdido[image: External link] in the Pyrenees[image: External link], which is shared with France[image: External link], the Prehistoric Rock Art Sites of the Côa Valley[image: External link] and Siega Verde[image: External link], which is shared with Portugal (the Portuguese part being in the Côa Valley, Guarda[image: External link]), and the Heritage of Mercury[image: External link], shared with Slovenia[image: External link].[189] In addition, Spain has also 14 Intangible cultural heritage[image: External link], or "Human treasures", Spain ranks first in Europe[image: External link] according to UNESCO's Intangible Cultural Heritage List[image: External link], tied with Croatia[image: External link].[190]


	1984 — Alhambra[image: External link], Generalife[image: External link] and Albayzín[image: External link] (Granada, Andalusia).

	1984 — Burgos Cathedral[image: External link] (Burgos, Castile-León).

	1984 — Historic Centre of Córdoba[image: External link] (Córdoba, Andalusia).

	1984 — Monastery and Royal Site of El Escorial[image: External link] (Madrid).

	1984 — Works of Antoni Gaudí[image: External link] (Barcelona, Catalonia).

	1985 — Cave of Altamira and Palaeolithic Cave Art of Northern Spain[image: External link] (Asturias, Basque Country and Cantabria regions).

	1985 — Monuments of Oviedo and the Kingdom of Asturias[image: External link] (Asturias).

	1985 — Old Town of Ávila with its Extra-Muros Churches[image: External link] (Ávila, Castile-León).

	1985 — Old Town of Segovia[image: External link] and its Aqueduct[image: External link] (Segovia, Castile-León).

	1985 — Santiago de Compostela[image: External link] (Old Town) (A Coruña, Galicia).

	1986 — Garajonay National Park[image: External link] (La Gomera, Santa Cruz de Tenerife, Canary Islands).

	1986 — Historic City of Toledo[image: External link] (Toledo, Castile-La Mancha).

	1986 — Mudéjar Architecture of Aragon[image: External link] (Provinces of Teruel and Zaragoza in Aragon).

	1986 — Old Town of Cáceres[image: External link] (Cáceres, Extremadura).

	1987 — Cathedral[image: External link], Alcázar[image: External link] and Archivo de Indias[image: External link] in Seville[image: External link] (Seville, Andalusia).

	1988 — Old City of Salamanca[image: External link] (Salamanca, Castile-León).

	1991 — Poblet Monastery[image: External link] (Tarragona, Catalonia).

	1993 — Archaeological Ensemble of Mérida[image: External link] (Badajoz, Extremadura).

	1993 — Route of Santiago de Compostela[image: External link] (Provinces of Burgos, León and Palencia in Castile-León, Provinces of A Coruña and Lugo in Galicia, La Rioja, Navarre, and the Province of Huesca in Aragon).

	1993 — Royal Monastery of Santa María de Guadalupe[image: External link] (Cáceres, Extremadura).

	1994 — Doñana National Park[image: External link] (Provinces of Cádiz, Huelva and Seville in Andalusia).

	1996 — Historic Walled Town of Cuenca[image: External link] (Cuenca, Castile-La Mancha).

	1996 — Silk Exchange of Valencia[image: External link] (Valencia).

	1997 — Las Médulas[image: External link] (León, Castile-León).

	1997 — Palau de la Música Catalana[image: External link] and Hospital de Sant Pau[image: External link] in Barcelona[image: External link] (Barcelona, Catalonia).

	1997 — Pirineos – Monte Perdido[image: External link] (Huesca, Aragon – Spanish part / Midi-Pyrénées and Aquitaine – French part). (Shared with France).

	1997 — San Millán Yuso and Suso Monasteries[image: External link] (La Rioja).

	1998 (2010) — Prehistoric Rock Art Sites in the Côa Valley[image: External link] (Guarda, Norte Region – Portuguese part) and Siega Verde[image: External link] (Salamanca, Castile-León – Spanish part). (Shared with Portugal).

	1998 — Rock art of the Iberian Mediterranean Basin[image: External link] on the Iberian Peninsula[image: External link] (Andalusia, Aragon, Castile-La Mancha, Catalonia, Murcia and Valencia regions).

	1998 — University and Historic Precinct of Alcalá de Henares[image: External link] (Madrid).

	1999 — Ibiza, Biodiversity and Culture[image: External link] (Ibiza, Balearic Islands).

	1999 — San Cristóbal de La Laguna[image: External link] (Tenerife, Santa Cruz de Tenerife, Canary Islands).

	2000 — Archaeological Ensemble of Tarraco[image: External link] (Tarragona, Catalonia).

	2000 — Archaeological Site of Atapuerca[image: External link] (Burgos, Castile-León).

	2000 — Catalan Romanesque Churches of the Vall de Boí[image: External link] (Lleida, Catalonia).

	2000 — Palmeral of Elche[image: External link] (Alicante, Valencia).

	2000 — Roman Walls of Lugo[image: External link] (Lugo, Galicia).

	2001 — Aranjuez[image: External link] Cultural Landscape (Madrid).

	2003 — Renaissance Monumental Ensembles of Úbeda[image: External link] and Baeza[image: External link] (Jaén, Andalusia).

	2006 — Vizcaya Bridge[image: External link] (Biscay, Basque Country).

	2007 — Teide National Park[image: External link] (Tenerife, Santa Cruz de Tenerife, Canary Islands).

	2009 — Tower of Hercules[image: External link] (A Coruña, Galicia).

	2011 — Cultural Landscape of the Serra de Tramuntana[image: External link] (Majorca, Balearic Islands).

	2012 — Heritage of Mercury[image: External link]. Almadén[image: External link] (Ciudad Real, Castile-La Mancha – Spanish part) and Idrija[image: External link] (Slovene Littoral – Slovenian part). (Shared with Slovenia).
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 Literature




Main articles: Spanish literature[image: External link], Royal Spanish Academy[image: External link], and Instituto Cervantes[image: External link]


See also: Basque literature[image: External link], Catalan literature[image: External link], Galician literature[image: External link], and Latin American literature[image: External link]


The earliest recorded examples of vernacular Romance-based literature date from the same time and location, the rich mix of Muslim, Jewish, and Christian cultures in Muslim Spain, in which Maimonides, Averroes, and others worked, the Kharjas[image: External link] (Jarchas).

During the Reconquista[image: External link], the epic poem Cantar de Mio Cid[image: External link] was written about a real man—his battles, conquests, and daily life.

Other major plays from the medieval times were Mester de Juglaría[image: External link], Mester de Clerecía[image: External link], Coplas por la muerte de su padre[image: External link] or El Libro de buen amor[image: External link] (The Book of Good Love).

During the Renaissance[image: External link] the major plays are La Celestina[image: External link] and El Lazarillo de Tormes[image: External link], while many religious literature was created with poets as Luis de León[image: External link], San Juan de la Cruz[image: External link], Santa Teresa de Jesús[image: External link], etc.

The Baroque[image: External link] is the most important period for Spanish culture. We are in the times of the Spanish Empire[image: External link]. The famous Don Quijote de La Mancha[image: External link] by Miguel de Cervantes[image: External link] was written in this time. Other writers from the period are: Francisco de Quevedo[image: External link], Lope de Vega[image: External link], Calderón de la Barca[image: External link] or Tirso de Molina[image: External link].

During the Enlightenment[image: External link] we find names such as Leandro Fernández de Moratín[image: External link], Benito Jerónimo Feijóo[image: External link], Gaspar Melchor de Jovellanos[image: External link] or Leandro Fernández de Moratín[image: External link].

During the Romanticism[image: External link], José Zorrilla[image: External link] created one of the most emblematic figures in European literature in Don Juan Tenorio[image: External link]. Other writers from this period are Gustavo Adolfo Bécquer[image: External link], José de Espronceda[image: External link], Rosalía de Castro[image: External link] or Mariano José de Larra[image: External link].

In Realism[image: External link] we find names such as Benito Pérez Galdós[image: External link], Emilia Pardo Bazán[image: External link], Leopoldo Alas[image: External link] (Clarín), Concepción Arenal[image: External link], Vicente Blasco Ibáñez[image: External link] and Menéndez Pelayo[image: External link]. Realism offered depictions of contemporary life and society 'as they were'. In the spirit of general "Realism", Realist authors opted for depictions of everyday and banal activities and experiences, instead of romanticised or stylised presentations.

The group that has become known as the Generation of 1898[image: External link] was marked by the destruction of Spain's fleet in Cuba by US gunboats in 1898, which provoked a cultural crisis in Spain. The "Disaster" of 1898 led established writers to seek practical political, economic, and social solutions in essays grouped under the literary heading of Regeneracionismo. For a group of younger writers, among them Miguel de Unamuno[image: External link], Pío Baroja[image: External link], and José Martínez Ruiz[image: External link] (Azorín), the Disaster and its cultural repercussions inspired a deeper, more radical literary shift that affected both form and content. These writers, along with Ramón del Valle-Inclán[image: External link], Antonio Machado[image: External link], Ramiro de Maeztu[image: External link], and Ángel Ganivet, came to be known as the Generation of '98.

The Generation of 1914 or Novecentismo. The next supposed "generation" of Spanish writers following those of '98 already calls into question the value of such terminology. By the year 1914—the year of the outbreak of the First World War and of the publication of the first major work of the generation's leading voice, José Ortega y Gasset[image: External link]—a number of slightly younger writers had established their own place within the Spanish cultural field.

Leading voices include the poet Juan Ramón Jiménez[image: External link], the academics and essayists Ramón Menéndez Pidal[image: External link], Gregorio Marañón[image: External link], Manuel Azaña[image: External link], Maria Zambrano[image: External link], Eugeni d'Ors[image: External link], Clara Campoamor[image: External link] and Ortega y Gasset, and the novelists Gabriel Miró, Ramón Pérez de Ayala[image: External link], and Ramón Gómez de la Serna[image: External link]. While still driven by the national and existential questions that obsessed the writers of '98, they approached these topics with a greater sense of distance and objectivity. Salvador de Madariaga[image: External link], another prominent intellectual and writer, was one of the founders of the College of Europe[image: External link] and the composer of the constitutive manifest of the Liberal International[image: External link].

The Generation of 1927, where poets Pedro Salinas, Jorge Guillén[image: External link], Federico García Lorca[image: External link], Vicente Aleixandre[image: External link], Dámaso Alonso[image: External link]. All were scholars of their national literary heritage, again evidence of the impact of the calls of regeneracionistas and the Generation of 1898 for Spanish intelligence to turn at least partially inwards.

The two main writers in the second half of the 20th century were the Nobel Prize in Literature[image: External link] laureate Camilo José Cela[image: External link] and Miguel Delibes[image: External link] from Generation of '36[image: External link]. Spain is one of the countries with the most number of laureates with the Nobel Prize in Literature[image: External link], and with Latin American[image: External link] laureates they made the Spanish language[image: External link] literature one of the most laureates of all. The Spanish writers are: José Echegaray[image: External link], Jacinto Benavente[image: External link], Juan Ramón Jiménez[image: External link], Vicente Aleixandre[image: External link] and Camilo José Cela[image: External link]. The Portuguese writer José Saramago[image: External link], also awarded with the prize, lived for many years in Spain and spoke both Portuguese and Spanish. He was also well known by his Iberist[image: External link] ideas.

The Generation of '50[image: External link] are also known as the children of the civil war. Rosa Chacel[image: External link], Gloria Fuertes[image: External link], Jaime Gil de Biedma[image: External link], Juan Goytisolo[image: External link], Carmen Martín Gaite[image: External link], Ana María Matute[image: External link], Juan Marsé[image: External link], Blas de Otero, Gabriel Celaya[image: External link], Antonio Gamoneda[image: External link], Rafael Sánchez Ferlosio[image: External link] or Ignacio Aldecoa[image: External link].
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 Art




Main article: Spanish art[image: External link]


Artists from Spain have been highly influential in the development of various European artistic movements[image: External link]. Due to historical, geographical and generational diversity, Spanish art has known a great number of influences. The Moorish heritage in Spain, especially in Andalusia[image: External link], is still evident today and European influences include Italy, Germany and France, especially during the Baroque[image: External link] and Neoclassical[image: External link] periods.

During the Golden Age[image: External link] we find painters such as El Greco[image: External link], José de Ribera[image: External link], Bartolomé Esteban Murillo[image: External link] and Francisco Zurbarán[image: External link]. Also inside Baroque period Diego Velázquez[image: External link] created some of the most famous Spanish portraits, like Las Meninas[image: External link] or Las Hilanderas[image: External link].

Francisco Goya[image: External link] painted during a historical period that includes the Spanish Independence War[image: External link], the fights between liberals and absolutists, and the raise of state-nations.

Joaquín Sorolla[image: External link] is a well-known impressionist painter and there are many important Spanish painters belonging to the modernism art movement, including Pablo Picasso[image: External link], Salvador Dalí[image: External link], Juan Gris[image: External link] and Joan Miró[image: External link].
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The Plateresque style extended from beginnings of the 16th century until the last third of the century and its stylistic influence pervaded the works of all great Spanish artists of the time. Alonso Berruguete[image: External link] ( Valladolid[image: External link] School) is called the "Prince of Spanish sculpture". His main works were the upper stalls of the choir of the Cathedral of Toledo[image: External link], the tomb of Cardinal Tavera in the same Cathedral, and the altarpiece of the Visitation in the church of Santa Úrsula in the same locality. Other notable sculptors were Bartolomé Ordóñez[image: External link], Diego de Siloé[image: External link], Juan de Juni[image: External link] and Damián Forment[image: External link].

There were two Schools of special flair and talent: the Seville School[image: External link], to which Juan Martínez Montañés[image: External link] belonged, whose most celebrated works are the Crucifix in the Cathedral of Seville, another in Vergara, and a Saint John; and the Granada School[image: External link], to which Alonso Cano[image: External link] belonged, to whom an Immaculate Conception and a Virgin of Rosary, are attributed.

Other notable Andalusian Baroque sculptors were Pedro de Mena[image: External link], Pedro Roldán[image: External link] and his daughter Luisa Roldán[image: External link], Juan de Mesa[image: External link] and Pedro Duque Cornejo[image: External link]. In the 20th century the most important Spanish sculptors were Julio González[image: External link], Pablo Gargallo[image: External link], Eduardo Chillida[image: External link] and Pablo Serrano[image: External link].
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Main article: Cinema of Spain[image: External link]


Spanish cinema has achieved major international success including Oscars[image: External link] for recent films such as Pan's Labyrinth[image: External link] and Volver[image: External link].[191] In the long history of Spanish cinema, the great filmmaker Luis Buñuel[image: External link] was the first to achieve world recognition, followed by Pedro Almodóvar[image: External link] in the 1980s (La Movida Madrileña[image: External link]). Mario Camus[image: External link] and Pilar Miró[image: External link] worked together in Curro Jiménez[image: External link].

Spanish cinema has also seen international success over the years with films by directors[image: External link] like Segundo de Chomón[image: External link], Florián Rey[image: External link], Luis García Berlanga[image: External link], Carlos Saura[image: External link], Julio Medem[image: External link], Isabel Coixet[image: External link], Alejandro Amenábar[image: External link], Icíar Bollaín[image: External link] and brothers David Trueba[image: External link] and Fernando Trueba[image: External link].

Actresses Sara Montiel[image: External link] and Penélope Cruz[image: External link] or actor Antonio Banderas[image: External link] are among those who have become Hollywood[image: External link] stars.
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Main article: Spanish architecture[image: External link]


Due to its historical and geographical diversity, Spanish architecture has drawn from a host of influences. An important provincial city founded by the Romans and with an extensive Roman era[image: External link] infrastructure, Córdoba[image: External link] became the cultural capital, including fine Arabic style architecture, during the time of the Islamic Umayyad dynasty[image: External link].[192] Later Arab style architecture continued to be developed under successive Islamic dynasties, ending with the Nasrid[image: External link], which built its famed palace complex in Granada[image: External link].

Simultaneously, the Christian kingdoms gradually emerged and developed their own styles; developing a pre-Romanesque[image: External link] style when for a while isolated from contemporary mainstream European architectural influences during the earlier Middle Ages, they later integrated the Romanesque[image: External link] and Gothic[image: External link] streams. There was then an extraordinary flowering of the Gothic style that resulted in numerous instances being built throughout the entire territory. The Mudéjar[image: External link] style, from the 12th to 17th centuries, was developed by introducing Arab style motifs, patterns and elements into European architecture.

The arrival of Modernism[image: External link] in the academic arena produced much of the architecture of the 20th century. An influential style centred in Barcelona[image: External link], known as modernisme[image: External link], produced a number of important architects, of which Gaudí[image: External link] is one. The International style[image: External link] was led by groups like GATEPAC[image: External link]. Spain is currently experiencing a revolution in contemporary architecture[image: External link] and Spanish architects[image: External link] like Rafael Moneo[image: External link], Santiago Calatrava[image: External link], Ricardo Bofill[image: External link] as well as many others have gained worldwide renown.
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Main article: Music of Spain[image: External link]


Spanish music is often considered abroad to be synonymous with flamenco[image: External link], a West Andalusian musical genre, which, contrary to popular belief, is not widespread outside that region. Various regional styles of folk music[image: External link] abound in Aragon, Catalonia, Valencia, Castile, the Basque Country, Galicia, Cantabria and Asturias. Pop, rock, hip hop and heavy metal are also popular.

In the field of classical music[image: External link], Spain has produced a number of noted composers[image: External link] such as Isaac Albéniz[image: External link], Manuel de Falla[image: External link] and Enrique Granados[image: External link] and singers and performers such as Plácido Domingo[image: External link], José Carreras[image: External link], Montserrat Caballé[image: External link], Alicia de Larrocha[image: External link], Alfredo Kraus[image: External link], Pablo Casals[image: External link], Ricardo Viñes[image: External link], José Iturbi[image: External link], Pablo de Sarasate[image: External link], Jordi Savall[image: External link] and Teresa Berganza[image: External link]. In Spain there are over forty professional orchestras, including the Orquestra Simfònica de Barcelona[image: External link], Orquesta Nacional de España[image: External link] and the Orquesta Sinfónica de Madrid[image: External link]. Major opera houses[image: External link] include the Teatro Real[image: External link], the Gran Teatre del Liceu[image: External link], Teatro Arriaga[image: External link] and the El Palau de les Arts Reina Sofía[image: External link].

Thousands of music fans also travel to Spain each year for internationally recognised summer music festivals Sónar[image: External link] which often features the top up and coming pop and techno acts, and Benicàssim[image: External link] which tends to feature alternative rock and dance acts.[193] Both festivals mark Spain as an international music presence and reflect the tastes of young people in the country.

The most popular traditional musical instrument[image: External link], the guitar[image: External link], originated in Spain.[194] Typical of the north are the traditional bag pipers or gaiteros[image: External link], mainly in Asturias and Galicia.
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Main article: Spanish cuisine[image: External link]


Spanish cuisine consists of a great variety of dishes which stem from differences in geography, culture and climate. It is heavily influenced by seafood available from the waters that surround the country, and reflects the country's deep Mediterranean[image: External link] roots. Spain's extensive history with many cultural influences has led to a unique cuisine. In particular, three main divisions are easily identified:

Mediterranean Spain – all such coastal regions, from Catalonia to Andalusia – heavy use of seafood, such as pescaíto frito (fried fish); several cold soups like gazpacho[image: External link]; and many rice-based dishes like paella[image: External link] from Valencia[195] and arròs negre[image: External link] (black rice) from Catalonia.[196]

Inner Spain – Castile – hot, thick soups such as the bread and garlic-based Castilian soup, along with substantious stews such as cocido madrileño[image: External link]. Food is traditionally conserved by salting, like Spanish ham[image: External link], or immersed in olive oil[image: External link], like Manchego cheese[image: External link].

Atlantic Spain – the whole Northern coast, including Asturian[image: External link], Basque[image: External link], Cantabrian[image: External link] and Galician cuisine[image: External link] – vegetable and fish-based stews like caldo gallego[image: External link] and marmitako[image: External link]. Also, the lightly cured lacón[image: External link] ham. The best known cuisine of the northern countries often rely on ocean seafood, like the Basque-style cod[image: External link], albacore[image: External link] or anchovy[image: External link] or the Galician octopus-based polbo á feira[image: External link] and shellfish dishes.
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Main article: Sport in Spain[image: External link]


While varieties of football had been played in Spain as far back as Roman times, sport in Spain has been dominated by English style association football since the early 20th century. Real Madrid C.F.[image: External link] and FC Barcelona[image: External link] are two of the most successful football clubs in the world. The country's national football team[image: External link] won the UEFA European Football Championship[image: External link] in 1964, 2008 and 2012 and the FIFA World Cup[image: External link] in 2010[image: External link], and is the first team to ever win three back-to-back major international tournaments.

Basketball[image: External link], tennis[image: External link], cycling[image: External link], handball[image: External link], futsal[image: External link], motorcycling[image: External link] and, lately, Formula One[image: External link] are also important due to the presence of Spanish champions in all these disciplines. Today, Spain is a major world sports powerhouse, especially since the 1992 Summer Olympics[image: External link] that were hosted in Barcelona[image: External link], which stimulated a great deal of interest in sports in the country. The tourism industry has led to an improvement in sports infrastructure, especially for water sports[image: External link], golf[image: External link] and skiing[image: External link].

Rafael Nadal[image: External link] is the leading Spanish tennis player and has won several Grand Slam titles including the Wimbledon 2010 men's singles. In north Spain, the game of pelota[image: External link] is very popular. Alberto Contador[image: External link] is the leading Spanish cyclist and has won several Grand Tour titles including two Tour de France[image: External link] titles.
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Main articles: Public holidays in Spain[image: External link], Fiestas of International Tourist Interest of Spain[image: External link], and Fiestas of National Tourist Interest of Spain[image: External link]


Public holidays celebrated in Spain include a mix of religious (Roman Catholic[image: External link]), national and regional observances. Each municipality is allowed to declare a maximum of 14 public holidays[image: External link] per year; up to nine of these are chosen by the national government and at least two are chosen locally.[197] Spain's National Day (Fiesta Nacional de España[image: External link]) is 12 October, the anniversary of the Discovery of America[image: External link] and commemorate Our Lady of the Pillar[image: External link] feast, patroness of Aragon[image: External link] and throughout Spain.

There are many festivals and festivities in Spain. Some of them are known worldwide, and every year millions of people from all over the world go to Spain to experience one of these festivals. One of the most famous is San Fermín[image: External link], in Pamplona[image: External link]. While its most famous event is the encierro, or the running of the bulls[image: External link], which happens at 8:00 am from 7 to 14 July, the week-long celebration involves many other traditional and folkloric events. Its events were central to the plot of The Sun Also Rises, by Ernest Hemingway[image: External link], which brought it to the general attention of English-speaking people. As a result, it has become one of the most internationally renowned fiestas in Spain, with over 1,000,000 people attending every year.

Other festivals include the carnivals in the Canary Islands[image: External link], the Falles[image: External link] in Valencia or the Holy Week[image: External link] in Andalusia[image: External link] and Castile and León[image: External link].
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	Outline of Spain[image: External link]

	
Spain[image: External link] – Wikipedia book[image: External link]
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^ a b The Spanish Constitution does not establish any official name for Spain, even though the terms España (Spain), Estado español (Spanish State) and Nación española (Spanish Nation) are used throughout the document. Nonetheless, the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs established in an ordinance published in 1984 that the denominations España (Spain) and Reino de España (Kingdom of Spain) are equally valid to designate Spain in international treaties. The latter term is widely used by the government in national and international affairs of all kinds, including foreign treaties as well as national official documents, and is therefore recognised as the official name by many international organisations.[1]


	
^ a b In Spain, other languages[image: External link] have been officially recognised as legitimate autochthonous[image: External link] (regional) languages[image: External link] under the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages[image: External link]. In each of these, Spain's official name (Spanish: Reino de España, pronounced: [ˈreino ð(e) esˈpaɲa][image: External link]) is as follows:

	
Aragonese[image: External link]: Reino d’Espanya, IPA: [ˈreino ðesˈpaɲa][image: External link]


	
Asturian[image: External link]: Reinu d’España, IPA: [ˈreinu ðesˈpaɲa][image: External link]


	
Basque[image: External link]: Espainiako Erresuma, IPA: [es̺paɲiako eres̺uma][image: External link]


	
Catalan[image: External link]: Regne d’Espanya, IPA: [ˈreŋnə ðəsˈpaɲə][image: External link]

	
Valencian: [ˈreŋne ðesˈpaɲa][image: External link]






	
Galician[image: External link]: Reino de España, IPA: [ˈreino ð(e) esˈpaɲa][image: External link]


	
Occitan[image: External link]: Reiaume d’Espanha, IPA: [reˈjawme ðesˈpaɲɔ][image: External link]






	
^ a b The official Spanish language of the State is established in the Section 3 of the Spanish Constitution of 1978[image: External link] to be Castilian.[3] In some autonomous communities[image: External link], Catalan[image: External link], Galician[image: External link] and Basque[image: External link] are co-official languages. Aragonese[image: External link], Asturian[image: External link], and Occitan[image: External link] (locally known as Aranese[image: External link]) have some degree of official recognition.


	
^ European Union[image: External link] (EU) since 1993.


	
^ As of July 2015, Spain's population was 46,439,864. In the same month the number of citizens with Spanish citizenship reached 41,996,253. The number of foreigners (i.e. immigrants, ex-pats and refugees) permanently living in Spain was estimated to be at 4,426,811 (9.54%) in 2015.[6]


	
^ The Peseta[image: External link] before 2002.


	
^ The .eu[image: External link] domain is also used, as it is shared with other European Union[image: External link] member states. Also, the .cat[image: External link] domain is used in Catalan-speaking territories[image: External link], .gal[image: External link] in Galicia[image: External link] and .eus[image: External link] in the Basque-speaking area[image: External link].


	
^ See list of transcontinental countries[image: External link].


	
^ The latifundia[image: External link] (sing., latifundium), large estates controlled by the aristocracy, were superimposed on the existing Iberian landholding system.


	
^ The poets Martial[image: External link], Quintilian[image: External link] and Lucan[image: External link] were also born in Hispania.


	
^ The Berbers soon gave up attempting to settle the harsh lands in the north of the Meseta Central[image: External link] (Inner Plateau) handed to them by the Arab rulers.


	
^ For the related expulsions that followed see Morisco[image: External link].


	
^ The term "nationality" was chosen carefully in order to avoid the more politically charged term "nation", however in recent years it has been proposed to use this term in the Constitution and officially recognise Spain as a plurinational state ("nation of nations").
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List of UEFA Champions League Broadcasters






This is a list of television broadcasters[image: External link] which provide coverage of the UEFA Champions League, European football's top level continental competition, as well as the UEFA Super Cup. All matches kick-off[image: External link] at 20:45 Central European Time[image: External link] (CET), with the exception of matches held in Russia[image: External link] and Kazakhstan[image: External link].

UEFA[image: External link] sells the broadcast rights in a three season basis and various packages are available for bidders, with UEFA weighing balance between free and pay television under the UEFA and European Union[image: External link] (EU) agreement. While balancing between free and pay television, if the rights do not sell within "sales windows", the rights may be sold on an individual basis to pay-per-view[image: External link] television broadcasters.[1]

The 2010 final[image: External link] attracted an audience of 109 million people around the world, a record number for the competition, and replaced the Super Bowl[image: External link] as the most-watched annual sports event.[2]

Broadcasters

2015–2018 seasons



	Territory
	Free
	Pay
	Ref



	Albania
	Vizion Plus[image: External link]
	Tring TV
	[3][4]



	Andorra
	

	Atresmedia[image: External link]

	TV3[image: External link]




	beIN Sports[image: External link]
	[4][5]



	Armenia
	Armenia TV[image: External link]
	
	[4]



	Australia
	SBS[image: External link]
	beIN Sports[image: External link]
	[5][6]



	Austria
	ORF[image: External link]
	Sky Deutschland[image: External link]
	[7][8]



	Azerbaijan
	

	AzTV[image: External link]

	Idman TV[image: External link]




	Stan Sport
	[5][9][10]



	Belarus
	Belteleradio[image: External link]
	
	[4]



	Belgium
	

	Medialaan[image: External link]

	RTL[image: External link]




	Proximus[image: External link]
	[4][11]



	Brazil
	

	Rede Bandeirantes[image: External link]

	Rede Globo[image: External link]




	Esporte Interativo[image: External link]
	[4][12][13]



	Bolivia
	Bolivia TV[image: External link]
	
	[5]



	Bosnia and Herzegovina
	

	BHRT[image: External link]

	Televizija OBN[image: External link]




	Arena Sport[image: External link]
	[4][5]



	Brunei
	
	Astro SuperSport[image: External link]
	[4]



	Bulgaria
	bTV Action[image: External link]
	RING[image: External link]
	[14]



	Cambodia
	
	beIN Sports[image: External link]
	[15]



	Canada
	
	

	TSN[image: External link]

	RDS[image: External link]

	beIN Sports[image: External link]




	[16]



	Caribbean[image: External link]
	
	

	SportsMax

	Fox Sports[image: External link]




	[17]



	Central Asia[image: External link]
	
	Stan Sport
	[4][5]



	China
	

	CCTV[image: External link]

	LeTV[image: External link]

	Sina Sports[image: External link]

	Tencent[image: External link]

	PPTV[image: External link]




	
	[18][19][20][21]



	Colombia
	RCN TV[image: External link]
	
	[4]



	Costa Rica
	Teletica[image: External link]
	
	[5]



	Croatia
	HRT[image: External link]
	Arenasport[image: External link]
	[4]



	Cyprus
	CyBC[image: External link]
	CYTA[image: External link]
	[4]



	Czech Republic
	ČT[image: External link]
	O2[image: External link]
	[22]



	Denmark
	MTG[image: External link]
	MTG[image: External link]
	[23]



	Ecuador
	RTS[image: External link]
	
	[5]



	Estonia
	MTG[image: External link]
	MTG[image: External link]
	[24]



	El Salvador
	TCS[image: External link]
	
	[4]



	Finland
	Yle[image: External link]
	MTG[image: External link]
	[25][26]



	France
	C8[image: External link]1
	

	beIN Sports[image: External link]

	Canal+[image: External link]




	[27][28]



	Georgia
	GPB[image: External link]
	Silk Sport
	[4][29]



	Germany
	ZDF[image: External link]
	Sky Deutschland[image: External link]
	[30][31]



	Greece
	ERT[image: External link]
	Cosmote Sport[image: External link]
	[32][33]



	Guatemala
	TV Azteca[image: External link]
	
	[5]



	Haiti
	
	Canal+[image: External link]
	[5]



	Honduras
	TVC[image: External link]
	
	[5]



	Hong Kong
	
	i-Cable[image: External link]
	[34]



	Hungary
	Magyar Televízió[image: External link]
	Sport1[image: External link]
	[4]



	Iceland
	
	365 Media[image: External link]
	[4]



	Indonesia
	SCTV[image: External link]
	beIN Sports[image: External link]
	[15][35][36]



	In-Flight/In-Ship
	
	IMG[image: External link]
	[4]



	Ireland
	

	RTÉ[image: External link]

	TV3[image: External link]




	

	Eir Sport[image: External link]

	BT Sport[image: External link]




	[37][38][39][40]



	Israel
	
	

	Sport 5[image: External link]

	Charlton Ltd




	[4][41]



	Italy
	Mediaset[image: External link]
	Mediaset Premium[image: External link]
	[42]



	Japan
	
	SKY Perfect JSAT Corporation[image: External link]
	[4]



	Kazakhstan
	ОҢ-ТВ
	
	[43][44]



	Kosovo
	RTK[image: External link]
	Kujtesa[image: External link]
	[4][45]



	Kyrgyzstan
	KTRK[image: External link]
	
	[46]



	Laos
	
	beIN Sports[image: External link]
	[15]



	Latin America[image: External link]
	
	

	ESPN[image: External link]

	Fox Sports[image: External link]




	[17]



	Latvia
	TV6[image: External link]
	MTG[image: External link]
	[24]



	Liechtenstein
	
	

	Sky Deutschland[image: External link]

	Teleclub[image: External link]




	[5]



	Lithuania
	TV6[image: External link]
	MTG[image: External link]
	[24]



	Luxembourg
	RTL[image: External link]
	

	Proximus[image: External link]

	Sky Deutschland[image: External link]




	[5]



	Macau
	TDM[image: External link]
	
	[5]



	Macedonia
	MRT[image: External link]
	Arena Sport[image: External link]
	[4][5]



	Malaysia
	
	Astro SuperSport[image: External link]
	[4]



	Malta
	PBS[image: External link]
	GO[image: External link]
	[47][48]



	MENA[image: External link]
	
	beIN Sports[image: External link]
	[49]



	Mexico
	

	Televisa[image: External link]

	TV Azteca[image: External link]




	
	[5]



	Mongolia
	
	SANSAR HD/SPS HD
	[4]



	Montenegro
	
	

	Arena Sport[image: External link]

	Sport Klub[image: External link]




	[4][5]



	Moldova
	Canal 3
	
	[4]



	Myanmar
	MNTV
	Sky Net[image: External link]
	[50]



	Netherlands
	Veronica[image: External link]
	Ziggo Sport[image: External link]
	[4][51]



	New Zealand
	
	

	beIN Sports[image: External link]

	Sky Television[image: External link]




	[52][53]



	Nicaragua
	Canal 4[image: External link]
	
	[5]



	Norway
	MTG[image: External link]
	MTG[image: External link]
	[23]



	Pacific Islands[image: External link]
	
	Sky Pacific[image: External link]
	[54]



	Panama
	TVMax[image: External link]
	
	[5]



	Papua New Guinea
	
	Digicel Play[image: External link]
	[54]



	Paraguay
	SNT[image: External link]
	
	[5]



	Peru
	América Televisión[image: External link]
	
	[5]



	Philippines
	
	beIN Sports[image: External link]
	[55]



	Poland
	TVP[image: External link]
	nc+[image: External link]
	[56][57][58]



	Portugal
	RTP[image: External link]
	Sport TV[image: External link]
	[59][60]



	Puerto Rico
	Fox[image: External link]3
	

	ESPN[image: External link]

	Fox Sports[image: External link]




	[61][62]



	Romania
	Pro TV[image: External link]
	Telekom Romania[image: External link]
	[63]



	Russia
	

	Match TV[image: External link]




	NTV Plus[image: External link]
	[5]



	San Marino
	Mediaset[image: External link]
	Mediaset Premium[image: External link]
	[5]



	Serbia
	RTS[image: External link]
	Arena Sport[image: External link]
	[4][5]



	Singapore
	
	Eurosport[image: External link]
	[64][65]



	Slovenia
	Pro Plus[image: External link]
	Sport Klub[image: External link]
	[4]



	Slovakia
	RTVS[image: External link]
	Slovak Telekom[image: External link]
	[4][66]



	South Africa
	
	SuperSport[image: External link]
	[67]



	South Asia[image: External link]
	
	TEN Sports[image: External link]
	[68]



	South Korea
	
	

	SPOTV[image: External link]

	SBS Sports[image: External link]




	[4][69]



	Spain
	

	Atresmedia[image: External link]

	TV3[image: External link]




	beIN Sports[image: External link]
	[4][70]



	Sub-Saharan Africa[image: External link]
	
	

	SuperSport[image: External link]

	Canal+ Afrique[image: External link]




	[4][71]



	Suriname
	STVS[image: External link]
	
	[4]



	Sweden
	MTG[image: External link]
	MTG[image: External link]
	[23]



	Switzerland
	SRG SSR[image: External link]
	

	Teleclub[image: External link]

	Canal+[image: External link]




	[72]



	Taiwan
	
	ELTA
	[4]



	Tajikistan
	Varzish TV
	
	[73]



	Thailand
	PPTV[image: External link]
	beIN Sports[image: External link]
	[15][74][75]



	Turkey
	TRT[image: External link]
	Türk Telekom[image: External link]
	[76]



	Ukraine
	Ukrayina[image: External link]
	Media Group Ukraine[image: External link]
	[77]



	United Kingdom
	

	BT Sport[image: External link]

	
ITV[image: External link]2





	BT Sport[image: External link]
	[78][79]



	United States
	Fox[image: External link]3
	

	ESPN[image: External link]

	Fox Sports[image: External link]




	[61][62]



	Uzbekistan
	UzReport TV
	
	[80]



	Vietnam
	
	KJ Sports n Media
	[4][81]





	
^1 – C8 only broadcasts the final, which is a protected event for free-to-air[image: External link] broadcasting according to French law.

	
^2 – Only highlights.

	
^3 – Only the final will be broadcast on free-to-air television. Called over-the-air in the United States and Puerto Rico.



2018–2021 seasons



	Territory
	Free
	Pay
	Ref



	Austria
	
	

	Sky Sport[image: External link]

	DAZN




	[82]



	Denmark
	MTG[image: External link]
	MTG[image: External link]
	[83]



	France
	
	SFR Sport[image: External link]
	[84]



	Germany
	
	

	Sky Sport[image: External link]

	DAZN




	[82]



	Israel
	
	Sport 5[image: External link]
	[85]



	Italy
	
	Sky Sport[image: External link]
	[86]



	Japan
	
	DAZN
	[87][88]



	Norway
	

	MTG[image: External link]

	TV 2[image: External link]




	MTG[image: External link]
	[83][89]



	Puerto Rico
	Univision[image: External link]
	

	Turner Sports[image: External link]

	UDN[image: External link]




	[90][91]



	San Marino
	
	Sky Sport[image: External link]
	[86]



	Sweden
	MTG[image: External link]
	MTG[image: External link]
	[83]



	United Kingdom
	
	BT Sport[image: External link]
	[92]



	United States
	Univision[image: External link]
	

	Turner Sports[image: External link]

	UDN[image: External link]




	[90][91]
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Association Football






"Soccer" redirects here. For other uses, see Soccer (disambiguation)[image: External link].

This article is about the sport of association football. For other codes of football, see Football[image: External link].

Association football, more commonly known as football or soccer,[3] is a team sport[image: External link] played between two teams of eleven players[image: External link] with a spherical ball[image: External link]. It is played by 250 million players in over 200 countries and dependencies, making it the world's most popular sport.[4][5][6][7] The game is played on a rectangular field with a goal[image: External link] at each end. The object of the game is to score[image: External link] by getting the ball into the opposing goal.

Players are not allowed to touch the ball with their hands or arms while it is in play, unless they are goalkeepers[image: External link] (and then only when within their penalty area[image: External link]). Other players mainly use their feet to strike or pass the ball, but may also use their head or torso. The team that scores the most goals by the end of the match wins. If the score is level at the end of the game, either a draw[image: External link] is declared or the game goes into extra time[image: External link] or a penalty shootout[image: External link] depending on the format of the competition. The Laws of the Game[image: External link] were originally codified in England by The Football Association[image: External link] in 1863. Association football is governed internationally by the International Federation of Association Football[image: External link] (FIFA; French[image: External link]: Fédération Internationale de Football Association), which organises World Cups for both men[image: External link] and women[image: External link] every four years.[8]
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 Name




Main article: Names for association football[image: External link]


The rules of association football were codified in England by the Football Association in 1863 and the name association football was coined to distinguish the game from the other forms of football[image: External link] played at the time, specifically rugby football[image: External link]. The first written "reference to the inflated ball used in the game" was in the mid-14th century: "Þe heued fro þe body went, Als it were a foteballe".[9] The Online Etymology Dictionary[image: External link] states that the word "soccer" was "split off in 1863".[9] According to Partha Mazumdar, the term soccer originated in England, first appearing in the 1880s as an Oxford "-er"[image: External link] abbreviation of the word "association".[10]

Within the English-speaking world[image: External link], association football is now usually called football in the United Kingdom and mainly soccer in Canada and the United States. People in Australia, Ireland, South Africa and New Zealand use either or both terms, although national associations in Australia and New Zealand now primarily use "football" for the formal name.[11]
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 History




Main article: History of association football[image: External link]


According to FIFA[image: External link], the Chinese competitive game cuju[image: External link] (蹴鞠, literally "kick ball") is the earliest form of football for which there is scientific evidence.[13] Cuju players could use any part of the body apart from hands and the intent was kicking a ball through an opening into a net. It was remarkably similar to modern football, though similarities to rugby[image: External link] occurred.[14][15] During the Han Dynasty[image: External link] (206 BC – 220 AD), cuju games were standardised and rules were established.[14]

Phaininda and episkyros[image: External link] were Greek ball games.[16][17] An image of an episkyros player depicted in low relief on a vase at the National Archaeological Museum of Athens[image: External link][12] appears on the UEFA European Championship[image: External link] Cup.[18] Athenaeus[image: External link], writing in 228 AD, referenced the Roman[image: External link] ball game harpastum[image: External link]. Phaininda, episkyros and harpastum were played involving hands and violence. They all appear to have resembled rugby football[image: External link], wrestling[image: External link] and volleyball[image: External link] more than what is recognizable as modern football.[14][19][20][21][22][23] As with pre-codified "mob football[image: External link]", the antecedent of all modern football codes[image: External link], these three games involved more handling the ball than kicking.[24][25] Non-competitive games included kemari[image: External link] in Japan, chuk-guk[image: External link] in Korea and woggabaliri[image: External link] in Australia.

Association football in itself does not have a classical history.[26] Notwithstanding any similarities to other ball games played around the world FIFA has recognised that no historical connection exists with any game played in antiquity outside Europe.[27] The modern rules of association football are based on the mid-19th century efforts to standardise the widely varying forms of football[image: External link] played in the public schools[image: External link] of England. The history of football in England dates back to at least the eighth century AD[image: External link].[28]

The Cambridge Rules[image: External link], first drawn up at Cambridge University in 1848, were particularly influential in the development of subsequent codes, including association football. The Cambridge Rules were written at Trinity College, Cambridge[image: External link], at a meeting attended by representatives from Eton[image: External link], Harrow[image: External link], Rugby[image: External link], Winchester[image: External link] and Shrewsbury[image: External link] schools. They were not universally adopted. During the 1850s, many clubs unconnected to schools or universities were formed throughout the English-speaking world, to play various forms of football. Some came up with their own distinct codes of rules, most notably the Sheffield Football Club[image: External link], formed by former public school pupils in 1857,[29] which led to formation of a Sheffield FA[image: External link] in 1867. In 1862, John Charles Thring[image: External link] of Uppingham School[image: External link] also devised an influential set of rules.[30]

These ongoing efforts contributed to the formation of The Football Association[image: External link] (The FA) in 1863, which first met on the morning of 26 October 1863 at the Freemasons' Tavern[image: External link] in Great Queen Street[image: External link], London.[31] The only school to be represented on this occasion was Charterhouse[image: External link]. The Freemason's Tavern was the setting for five more meetings between October and December, which eventually produced the first comprehensive set of rules. At the final meeting, the first FA treasurer, the representative from Blackheath[image: External link], withdrew his club from the FA over the removal of two draft rules at the previous meeting: the first allowed for running with the ball in hand; the second for obstructing such a run by hacking (kicking an opponent in the shins), tripping and holding. Other English rugby clubs followed this lead[image: External link] and did not join the FA and instead in 1871 formed the Rugby Football Union[image: External link]. The eleven remaining clubs, under the charge of Ebenezer Cobb Morley[image: External link], went on to ratify the original thirteen laws of the game.[31] These rules included handling of the ball by "marks" and the lack of a crossbar, rules which made it remarkably similar to Victorian rules football[image: External link] being developed at that time in Australia. The Sheffield FA played by its own rules until the 1870s with the FA absorbing some of its rules until there was little difference between the games.[32]

The world's oldest football competition is the FA Cup[image: External link], which was founded by C. W. Alcock[image: External link] and has been contested by English teams since 1872. The first official international football match[image: External link] also took place in 1872, between Scotland and England in Glasgow[image: External link], again at the instigation of C. W. Alcock. England is also home to the world's first football league[image: External link], which was founded in Birmingham[image: External link] in 1888 by Aston Villa director William McGregor[image: External link].[33] The original format contained 12 clubs from the Midlands[image: External link] and Northern England[image: External link].

The laws of the game are determined by the International Football Association Board[image: External link] (IFAB).[34] The board was formed in 1886[35] after a meeting in Manchester[image: External link] of The Football Association, the Scottish Football Association[image: External link], the Football Association of Wales[image: External link], and the Irish Football Association[image: External link]. FIFA[image: External link], the international football body, was formed in Paris in 1904 and declared that they would adhere to Laws of the Game of the Football Association.[36] The growing popularity of the international game led to the admittance of FIFA representatives to the International Football Association Board[image: External link] in 1913. The board consists of four representatives from FIFA and one representative from each of the four British associations.[37]

Today, football is played at a professional level all over the world. Millions of people regularly go to football stadiums to follow their favourite teams,[38] while billions more watch the game on television or on the internet.[39][40] A very large number of people also play football at an amateur level. According to a survey conducted by FIFA published in 2001, over 240 million people from more than 200 countries regularly play football.[41] Football has the highest global television audience in sport.[42]

In many parts of the world football evokes great passions and plays an important role in the life of individual fans[image: External link], local communities, and even nations. R. Kapuscinski says that Europeans who are polite, modest, or humble fall easily into rage when playing or watching football games.[43] The Côte d'Ivoire national football team[image: External link] helped secure a truce to the nation's civil war[image: External link] in 2006[44] and it helped further reduce tensions between government and rebel forces in 2007 by playing a match in the rebel capital of Bouaké[image: External link], an occasion that brought both armies together peacefully for the first time.[45] By contrast, football is widely considered to have been the final proximate cause for the Football War[image: External link] in June 1969 between El Salvador and Honduras.[46] The sport also exacerbated tensions at the beginning of the Yugoslav Wars[image: External link] of the 1990s, when a match between Dinamo Zagreb[image: External link] and Red Star Belgrade[image: External link] degenerated into rioting in May 1990.[47]
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Main article: Women's association football[image: External link]
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Women may have been playing "football" for as long as the game has existed. Evidence shows that an ancient version of the game (Tsu Chu[image: External link]) was played by women during the Han Dynasty[image: External link] (25–220 CE). Two female figures are depicted in Han Dynasty[image: External link] (25–220 CE) frescoes, playing Tsu Chu.[48] There are, however, a number of opinions about the accuracy of dates, the earliest estimates at 5000 BCE.[49]

Association football, the modern game, also has documented early involvement of women. An annual competition in Mid-Lothian, Scotland during the 1790s is reported, too.[50][51] In 1863, football governing bodies introduced standardised rules to prohibit violence on the pitch, making it more socially acceptable for women to play.[52] The first match recorded by the Scottish Football Association[image: External link] took place in 1892 in Glasgow[image: External link]. In England, the first recorded game of football between women took place in 1895.[52][53]

The most well-documented early European team was founded by activist Nettie Honeyball[image: External link] in England in 1894. It was named the British Ladies' Football Club[image: External link]. Nettie Honeyball is quoted, "I founded the association late last year [1894], with the fixed resolve of proving to the world that women are not the 'ornamental and useless' creatures men have pictured. I must confess, my convictions on all matters where the sexes are so widely divided are all on the side of emancipation[image: External link], and I look forward to the time when ladies may sit in Parliament[image: External link] and have a voice in the direction of affairs, especially those which concern them most." [54] Honeyball and those like her paved the way for women's football. However the women's game was frowned upon by the British football associations, and continued without their support. It has been suggested that this was motivated by a perceived threat to the 'masculinity' of the game.[55]

Women's football became popular on a large scale at the time of the First World War[image: External link], when employment in heavy industry spurred the growth of the game, much as it had done for men fifty years earlier. The most successful team of the era was Dick, Kerr's Ladies[image: External link] of Preston, England[image: External link]. The team played in the first women's international matches in 1920, against a team from Paris[image: External link], France, in April, and also made up most of the England team against a Scottish[image: External link] Ladies XI in 1920, and winning 22-0.[50]

Despite being more popular than some men's football events (one match saw a 53,000 strong crowd),[56] women's football in England suffered a blow in 1921 when The Football Association[image: External link] outlawed the playing of the game on Association members' pitches, on the grounds that the game (as played by women) was distasteful.[57] Some speculated that this may have also been due to envy of the large crowds that women's matches attracted.[58] This led to the formation of the English Ladies Football Association and play moved to rugby[image: External link] grounds.[59]

Association football has been played by women since at least the time of the first recorded women's games in the late 19th century.[60][61] It has traditionally been associated with charity games and physical exercise, particularly in the United Kingdom.[61] In the late 1960s and early 1970s women's association football was organised in the United Kingdom, eventually becoming the most prominent team sport[image: External link] for British women.[61]
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The growth in women's football has seen major competitions being launched at both national[image: External link] and international[image: External link] level mirroring the male competitions. Women's football has faced many struggles. It had a "golden age" in the United Kingdom in the early 1920s when crowds reached 50,000 at some matches;[62] this was stopped on 5 December 1921 when England's Football Association voted to ban the game from grounds used by its member clubs. The FA's ban was rescinded in December 1969 with UEFA voting to officially recognise women's football in 1971.[61] The FIFA Women's World Cup[image: External link] was inaugurated in 1991 and has been held every four years since,[63] while women's football has been an Olympic event since 1996[image: External link].
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Association football is played in accordance with a set of rules known as the Laws of the Game[image: External link]. The game is played using a spherical ball of 68–70 cm (27–28 in) circumference,[64] known as the football[image: External link] (or soccer ball). Two teams of eleven players each compete to get the ball into the other team's goal (between the posts and under the bar), thereby scoring a goal. The team that has scored more goals at the end of the game is the winner; if both teams have scored an equal number of goals then the game is a draw. Each team is led by a captain[image: External link] who has only one official responsibility as mandated by the Laws of the Game: to represent his or her team in the coin toss prior to kick-off or penalty kicks[image: External link].[65]

The primary law is that players other than goalkeepers[image: External link] may not deliberately handle the ball with their hands or arms during play, though they must use both their hands during a throw-in[image: External link] restart. Although players usually use their feet to move the ball around they may use any part of their body (notably, "heading" with the forehead)[66] other than their hands or arms.[67] Within normal play, all players are free to play the ball in any direction and move throughout the pitch, though the ball cannot be received in an offside[image: External link] position.[68]

During gameplay, players attempt to create goal-scoring opportunities through individual control of the ball, such as by dribbling[image: External link], passing the ball to a teammate, and by taking shots at the goal, which is guarded by the opposing goalkeeper. Opposing players may try to regain control of the ball by intercepting a pass or through tackling[image: External link] the opponent in possession of the ball; however, physical contact between opponents is restricted. Football is generally a free-flowing game, with play stopping only when the ball has left the field of play or when play is stopped by the referee[image: External link] for an infringement of the rules. After a stoppage, play recommences with a specified restart.[69]

At a professional level, most matches produce only a few goals. For example, the 2005–06 season[image: External link] of the English Premier League[image: External link] produced an average of 2.48 goals per match.[70] The Laws of the Game do not specify any player positions other than goalkeeper,[71] but a number of specialised roles[image: External link] have evolved. Broadly, these include three main categories: strikers[image: External link], or forwards, whose main task is to score goals; defenders[image: External link], who specialise in preventing their opponents from scoring; and midfielders[image: External link], who dispossess the opposition and keep possession of the ball to pass it to the forwards on their team. Players in these positions are referred to as outfield players, to distinguish them from the goalkeeper. These positions are further subdivided according to the area of the field in which the player spends most time. For example, there are central defenders, and left and right midfielders. The ten outfield players may be arranged in any combination. The number of players in each position determines the style of the team's play; more forwards and fewer defenders creates a more aggressive and offensive-minded game, while the reverse creates a slower, more defensive style of play. While players typically spend most of the game in a specific position, there are few restrictions on player movement, and players can switch positions at any time.[72] The layout of a team's players is known as a formation[image: External link]. Defining the team's formation and tactics is usually the prerogative of the team's manager[image: External link].[73]
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"Rules of football" redirects here. For the rules of other football games, see Football[image: External link].

Main article: Laws of the Game (association football)[image: External link]


There are 17 laws in the official Laws of the Game, each containing a collection of stipulation and guidelines. The same laws are designed to apply to all levels of football, although certain modifications for groups such as juniors, seniors, women and people with physical disabilities are permitted. The laws are often framed in broad terms, which allow flexibility in their application depending on the nature of the game. The Laws of the Game are published by FIFA, but are maintained by the International Football Association Board[image: External link] (IFAB).[74] In addition to the seventeen laws, numerous IFAB decisions and other directives contribute to the regulation of football.
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See also: Association football positions[image: External link], Formation (association football)[image: External link], and Kit (association football)[image: External link]


Each team consists of a maximum of eleven players (excluding substitutes[image: External link]), one of whom must be the goalkeeper[image: External link]. Competition rules may state a minimum number of players required to constitute a team, which is usually seven. Goalkeepers are the only players allowed to play the ball with their hands or arms, provided they do so within the penalty area[image: External link] in front of their own goal. Though there are a variety of positions[image: External link] in which the outfield (non-goalkeeper) players are strategically placed by a coach, these positions are not defined or required by the Laws.[71]

The basic equipment or kit[image: External link] players are required to wear includes a shirt, shorts, socks, footwear and adequate shin guards[image: External link]. An athletic supporter[image: External link] and protective cup is highly recommended for male players by medical experts and professionals.[75][76] Headgear[image: External link] is not a required piece of basic equipment, but players today may choose to wear it to protect themselves from head injury. Players are forbidden to wear or use anything that is dangerous to themselves or another player, such as jewellery or watches. The goalkeeper must wear clothing that is easily distinguishable from that worn by the other players and the match officials.[77]

A number of players may be replaced by substitutes during the course of the game. The maximum number of substitutions permitted in most competitive international and domestic league games is three, though the permitted number may vary in other competitions or in friendly matches[image: External link]. Common reasons for a substitution include injury, tiredness, ineffectiveness, a tactical switch, or timewasting[image: External link] at the end of a finely poised game. In standard adult matches, a player who has been substituted may not take further part in a match.[78] IFAB recommends "that a match should not continue if there are fewer than seven players in either team." Any decision regarding points awarded for abandoned games is left to the individual football associations.[79]

A game is officiated by a referee[image: External link], who has "full authority to enforce the Laws of the Game in connection with the match to which he has been appointed" (Law 5), and whose decisions are final. The referee is assisted by two assistant referees[image: External link]. In many high-level games there is also a fourth official[image: External link] who assists the referee and may replace another official should the need arise.[80]
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Main article: Ball (association football)[image: External link]


The ball is spherical with a circumference of between 68 and 70 centimetres (27 and 28 in), a weight in the range of 410 to 450 grams (14 to 16 oz), and a pressure between 0.6 and 1.1 bars[image: External link] (8.5 and 15.6 pounds per square inch[image: External link]) at sea level. In the past the ball was made up of leather panels sewn together, with a latex bladder for pressurisation but modern balls at all levels of the game are now synthetic.[81][82]
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Main article: Football pitch


As the Laws were formulated in England, and were initially administered solely by the four British football associations within IFAB[image: External link], the standard dimensions of a football pitch were originally expressed in imperial units[image: External link]. The Laws now express dimensions with approximate metric[image: External link] equivalents (followed by traditional units in brackets), though use of imperial units remains popular in English-speaking countries with a relatively recent history of metrication[image: External link] (or only partial metrication), such as Britain.[83]

The length of the pitch, or field, for international adult matches is in the range of 100–110 m (110–120 yd) and the width is in the range of 64–75 m (70–80 yd). Fields for non-international matches may be 90–120 m (100–130 yd) length and 45–90 m (50–100 yd) in width, provided that the pitch does not become square. In 2008, the IFAB initially approved a fixed size of 105 m (344 ft) long and 68 m (223 ft) wide as a standard pitch dimension for international matches;[84] however, this decision was later put on hold and was never actually implemented.[85]

The longer boundary lines are touchlines, while the shorter boundaries (on which the goals are placed) are goal lines. A rectangular goal is positioned at the middle of each goal line.[86] The inner edges of the vertical goal posts must be 24 feet (7.3 m) apart, and the lower edge of the horizontal crossbar supported by the goal posts must be 8 feet (2.4 m) above the ground. Nets are usually placed behind the goal, but are not required by the Laws.[87]

In front of the goal is the penalty area. This area is marked by the goal line, two lines starting on the goal line 16.5 m (18 yd) from the goalposts and extending 16.5 m (18 yd) into the pitch perpendicular to the goal line, and a line joining them. This area has a number of functions, the most prominent being to mark where the goalkeeper may handle the ball and where a penalty foul by a member of the defending team becomes punishable by a penalty kick. Other markings define the position of the ball or players at kick-offs[image: External link], goal kicks, penalty kicks and corner kicks.[88]
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A standard adult football match consists of two periods of 45 minutes each, known as halves. Each half runs continuously, meaning that the clock is not stopped when the ball is out of play. There is usually a 15-minute half-time break between halves. The end of the match is known as full-time.[89] The referee is the official timekeeper for the match, and may make an allowance for time lost through substitutions, injured players requiring attention, or other stoppages. This added time is called additional time in FIFA documents,[90][91] but is most commonly referred to as stoppage time or injury time, while loss time can also be used as a synonym. The duration of stoppage time is at the sole discretion of the referee. The referee alone signals the end of the match. In matches where a fourth official is appointed, towards the end of the half the referee signals how many minutes of stoppage time he intends to add. The fourth official then informs the players and spectators by holding up a board showing this number. The signalled stoppage time may be further extended by the referee.[89] Added time was introduced because of an incident which happened in 1891 during a match between Stoke[image: External link] and Aston Villa. Trailing 1–0 and with just two minutes remaining, Stoke were awarded a penalty. Villa's goalkeeper kicked the ball out of the ground, and by the time the ball had been recovered, the 90 minutes had elapsed and the game was over.[92] The same law also states that the duration of either half is extended until the penalty kick to be taken or retaken is completed, thus no game shall end with a penalty to be taken.[93]

In league competitions, games may end in a draw. In knockout competitions where a winner is required various methods may be employed to break such a deadlock, some competitions may invoke replays[image: External link].[94] A game tied at the end of regulation time may go into extra time, which consists of two further 15-minute periods. If the score is still tied after extra time, some competitions allow the use of penalty shootouts[image: External link] (known officially in the Laws of the Game as "kicks from the penalty mark") to determine which team will progress to the next stage of the tournament. Goals scored during extra time periods count towards the final score of the game, but kicks from the penalty mark are only used to decide the team that progresses to the next part of the tournament (with goals scored in a penalty shootout not making up part of the final score).[65]

In competitions using two-legged matches[image: External link], each team competes at home once, with an aggregate score from the two matches deciding which team progresses. Where aggregates are equal, the away goals rule may be used to determine the winners, in which case the winner is the team that scored the most goals in the leg they played away from home. If the result is still equal, extra time and potentially a penalty shootout are required.[65]

In the late 1990s and early 2000s, the IFAB[image: External link] experimented with ways of creating a winner without requiring a penalty shootout, which was often seen as an undesirable way to end a match. These involved rules ending a game in extra time early, either when the first goal in extra time was scored (golden goal[image: External link]), or if one team held a lead at the end of the first period of extra time (silver goal[image: External link]). Golden goal was used at the World Cup in 1998[image: External link] and 2002[image: External link]. The first World Cup game decided by a golden goal was France[image: External link]'s victory over Paraguay[image: External link] in 1998. Germany[image: External link] was the first nation to score a golden goal in a major competition, beating Czech Republic[image: External link] in the final of Euro 1996[image: External link]. Silver goal was used in Euro 2004[image: External link]. Both these experiments have been discontinued by IFAB.[95]
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Main article: Ball in and out of play[image: External link]


Under the Laws, the two basic states of play during a game are ball in play and ball out of play. From the beginning of each playing period with a kick-off until the end of the playing period, the ball is in play at all times, except when either the ball leaves the field of play, or play is stopped by the referee. When the ball becomes out of play, play is restarted by one of eight restart methods depending on how it went out of play:


	
Kick-off[image: External link]: following a goal by the opposing team, or to begin each period of play.[69]


	
Throw-in[image: External link]: when the ball has crossed the touchline; awarded to the opposing team to that which last touched the ball.[96]


	
Goal kick[image: External link]: when the ball has wholly crossed the goal line without a goal having been scored and having last been touched by a player of the attacking team; awarded to defending team.[97]


	
Corner kick[image: External link]: when the ball has wholly crossed the goal line without a goal having been scored and having last been touched by a player of the defending team; awarded to attacking team.[98]


	
Indirect free kick[image: External link]: awarded to the opposing team following "non-penal" fouls, certain technical infringements, or when play is stopped to caution or dismiss an opponent without a specific foul having occurred. A goal may not be scored directly (without the ball first touching another player) from an indirect free kick.[99]


	
Direct free kick[image: External link]: awarded to fouled team following certain listed "penal" fouls.[99] A goal may be scored directly from a direct free kick.

	
Penalty kick[image: External link]: awarded to the fouled team following a foul usually punishable by a direct free kick but that has occurred within their opponent's penalty area.[100]


	
Dropped-ball[image: External link]: occurs when the referee has stopped play for any other reason, such as a serious injury to a player, interference by an external party, or a ball becoming defective.[69]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Misconduct




Main article: Foul (association football)[image: External link]
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A foul[image: External link] occurs when a player commits an offence listed in the Laws of the Game while the ball is in play. The offences that constitute a foul are listed in Law 12. Handling the ball deliberately, tripping an opponent, or pushing an opponent, are examples of "penal fouls", punishable by a direct free kick[image: External link] or penalty kick depending on where the offence occurred. Other fouls are punishable by an indirect free kick[image: External link].[67]

The referee may punish a player's or substitute's misconduct[image: External link] by a caution (yellow card[image: External link]) or dismissal (red card[image: External link]). A second yellow card in the same game leads to a red card, and which results in a dismissal. A player given a yellow card is said to have been "booked", the referee writing the player's name in his official notebook. If a player has been dismissed, no substitute can be brought on in their place and the player must leave the field. Misconduct may occur at any time, and while the offences that constitute misconduct are listed, the definitions are broad. In particular, the offence of "unsporting behaviour" may be used to deal with most events that violate the spirit of the game, even if they are not listed as specific offences. A referee can show a yellow or red card to a player, substitute or substituted player. Non-players such as managers and support staff cannot be shown the yellow or red card, but may be expelled from the technical area if they fail to conduct themselves in a responsible manner.[67]

Rather than stopping play, the referee may allow play to continue if doing so will benefit the team against which an offence has been committed. This is known as "playing an advantage".[101] The referee may "call back" play and penalise the original offence if the anticipated advantage does not ensue within "a few seconds". Even if an offence is not penalised due to advantage being played, the offender may still be sanctioned for misconduct at the next stoppage of play.[102]

The referee's decision in all on-pitch matters is considered final.[103] The score of a match cannot be altered after the game, even if later evidence shows that decisions (including awards/non-awards of goals) were incorrect.
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See also: Foul (association football) § Post-match[image: External link]


Along with the general administration of the sport, football associations and competition organisers also enforce good conduct in wider aspects of the game, dealing with issues such as comments to the press, clubs' financial management, doping[image: External link], age fraud[image: External link] and match fixing[image: External link]. Most competitions enforce mandatory suspensions for players who are sent off in a game.[104] Some on-field incidents, if considered very serious (such as allegations of racial abuse), may result in competitions deciding to impose heavier sanctions than those normally associated with a red card.[105] Some associations allow for appeals against player suspensions incurred on-field if clubs feel a referee was incorrect or unduly harsh.[104]

Sanctions for such infractions may be levied on individuals or on to clubs as a whole. Penalties may include fines, points deductions (in league competitions) or even expulsion from competitions. For example, the English and Scottish leagues will often deduct 10 points from a team that enters financial administration[image: External link]. Among other administrative sanctions are penalties against game forfeiture. Teams that had forfeited a game or had been forfeited against would be awarded a technical loss or win.
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See also: Association football around the world[image: External link]


The recognised international governing body of football (and associated games, such as futsal[image: External link] and beach soccer[image: External link]) is FIFA[image: External link]. The FIFA headquarters are located in Zürich[image: External link], Switzerland. Six regional confederations are associated with FIFA; these are:[106]


	Asia: Asian Football Confederation[image: External link] (AFC)

	Africa: Confederation of African Football[image: External link] (CAF)

	Europe: Union of European Football Associations[image: External link] (UEFA)

	North/Central America & Caribbean: Confederation of North, Central American and Caribbean Association Football[image: External link] (CONCACAF)

	Oceania: Oceania Football Confederation[image: External link] (OFC)

	South America: Confederación Sudamericana de Fútbol/Confederação Sul-americana de Futebol[image: External link] (South American Football Confederation; CONMEBOL)



National associations oversee football within individual countries. These are generally synonymous with sovereign states, (for example: the Fédération Camerounaise de Football[image: External link] in Cameroon) but also include a smaller number of associations responsible for sub-national entities or autonomous regions (for example the Scottish Football Association[image: External link] in Scotland). 209 national associations are affiliated both with FIFA and with their respective continental confederations.[106]

While FIFA is responsible for arranging competitions and most rules related to international competition, the actual Laws of the Game are set by the International Football Association Board[image: External link], where each of the UK Associations has one vote, while FIFA collectively has four votes.[37]
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Main article: List of association football competitions[image: External link]


The major international competition in football is the World Cup[image: External link], organised by FIFA. This competition takes place every four years since 1930[image: External link] with the exception of 1942 and 1946 tournaments, which were cancelled due to World War II[image: External link]. Approximately 190–200 national teams compete in qualifying tournaments within the scope of continental confederations for a place in the finals. The finals tournament, which is held every four years, involves 32 national teams competing over a four-week period.[107] The World Cup is the most prestigious association football tournament in the world as well as the most widely viewed and followed sporting event in the world, exceeding even the Olympic Games[image: External link]; the cumulative audience of all matches of the 2006 FIFA World Cup[image: External link] was estimated to be 26.29 billion with an estimated 715.1 million people watching the final match[image: External link], a ninth of the entire population of the planet.[108][109][110][111] The current champion is Germany[image: External link], which won its fourth title at the 2014 tournament[image: External link] in Brazil. FIFA Women's World Cup[image: External link] has been held every four years since 1991[image: External link]. Under the tournament's current format, national teams vie for 23 slots in a three-year qualification phase[image: External link]. (The host nation's team is automatically entered as the 24th slot.) The current champion is the United States[image: External link], after winning their third title in the 2015 FIFA Women's World Cup[image: External link].

There has been a football tournament[image: External link] at every Summer Olympic Games since 1900[image: External link], except at the 1932 games in Los Angeles[image: External link].[112] Before the inception of the World Cup, the Olympics (especially during the 1920s) had the same status as the World Cup. Originally, the event was for amateurs only.[36] As professionalism spread around the world, the gap in quality between the World Cup and the Olympics widened. The countries that benefited most were the Soviet Bloc[image: External link] countries of Eastern Europe[image: External link], where top athletes were state-sponsored while retaining their status as amateurs. Between 1948[image: External link] and 1980[image: External link], 23 out of 27 Olympic medals were won by Eastern Europe, with only Sweden[image: External link] (gold in 1948 and bronze in 1952), Denmark[image: External link] (bronze in 1948 and silver in 1960) and Japan[image: External link] (bronze in 1968) breaking their dominance. For the 1984 Los Angeles Games[image: External link], the IOC[image: External link] decided to admit professional players. FIFA[image: External link] still did not want the Olympics to rival the World Cup, so a compromise was struck that allowed teams from Africa[image: External link], Asia[image: External link], Oceania[image: External link] and CONCACAF[image: External link] to field their strongest professional sides, while restricting UEFA[image: External link] and CONMEBOL[image: External link] teams to players who had not played in a World Cup. Since 1992[image: External link] male competitors must be under 23 years old, and since 1996[image: External link], players under 23 years old, with three over-23 year old players, are allowed per squad. A women's tournament was added in 1996; in contrast to the men's event, full international sides without age restrictions play the women's Olympic tournament.[113]

After the World Cup, the most important international football competitions are the continental championships, which are organised by each continental confederation and contested between national teams. These are the European Championship[image: External link] (UEFA), the Copa América[image: External link] (CONMEBOL), African Cup of Nations[image: External link] (CAF), the Asian Cup[image: External link] (AFC), the CONCACAF Gold Cup[image: External link] (CONCACAF) and the OFC Nations Cup[image: External link] (OFC). The FIFA Confederations Cup[image: External link] is contested by the winners of all six continental championships, the current FIFA World Cup[image: External link] champions and the country which is hosting the Confederations Cup. This is generally regarded as a warm-up tournament for the upcoming FIFA World Cup and does not carry the same prestige as the World Cup itself. The most prestigious competitions in club football are the respective continental championships, which are generally contested between national champions, for example the UEFA Champions League in Europe and the Copa Libertadores[image: External link] in South America. The winners of each continental competition contest the FIFA Club World Cup[image: External link].[114]
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 Domestic competitions




Main article: Association football around the world[image: External link]


The governing bodies in each country operate league systems[image: External link] in a domestic season[image: External link], normally comprising several divisions[image: External link], in which the teams gain points throughout the season depending on results. Teams are placed into tables[image: External link], placing them in order according to points accrued. Most commonly, each team plays every other team in its league at home and away in each season, in a round-robin tournament. At the end of a season, the top team is declared the champion. The top few teams may be promoted[image: External link] to a higher division, and one or more of the teams finishing at the bottom are relegated[image: External link] to a lower division.[115]

The teams finishing at the top of a country's league may be eligible also to play in international club competitions in the following season. The main exceptions to this system occur in some Latin American leagues, which divide football championships into two sections named Apertura and Clausura[image: External link] (Spanish for Opening and Closing), awarding a champion for each.[116] The majority of countries supplement the league system with one or more "cup" competitions organised on a knock-out[image: External link] basis.

Some countries' top divisions feature highly paid star players; in smaller countries and lower divisions, players may be part-timers with a second job, or amateurs. The five top European leagues – the Bundesliga[image: External link] (Germany), Premier League[image: External link] (England),[117] La Liga[image: External link] (Spain), Serie A[image: External link] (Italy), and Ligue 1[image: External link] (France) – attract most of the world's best players and each of the leagues has a total wage cost in excess of £600 million/€763 million/US$1.185 billion.[118]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Variants and casual play




See also: Variants of association football[image: External link] and Street football[image: External link]


Variants of football have been codified for reduced-sized teams (i.e. five-a-side football[image: External link]) play in non-field environments (i.e. beach soccer[image: External link], indoor soccer[image: External link], and futsal[image: External link]) and for teams with disabilities (i.e. paralympic association football[image: External link]).

Casual games[image: External link] can be played with only minimal equipment – a basic game can be played on almost any open area of reasonable size with just a ball and items to mark the positions of two sets of goalposts. Such games can have team sizes that vary from eleven-a-side, can use a limited or modified subset of the official rules, and can be self-officiated by the players.
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List of top-division football clubs in UEFA Countries






The Union of European Football Associations[image: External link] (UEFA) is the administrative and controlling body for European football. It consists of 54 member associations, each of which is responsible for governing football in their respective countries.[1]

All widely recognised sovereign states[image: External link] located entirely within Europe are members, with the exceptions of the United Kingdom, Monaco and Vatican City. Eight states partially or entirely outside Europe are also members: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Russia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Israel, Cyprus and Turkey.[1] The United Kingdom is divided into the four separate football associations of England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, and Wales; each association has a separate UEFA membership. The Faroe Islands[image: External link], an autonomous country of the Kingdom of Denmark, also has its own football association which is a member of UEFA.[1] The football association of Gibraltar[image: External link], a British Overseas Territory[image: External link], was approved as a member by UEFA in 2013.[2] Kosovo[image: External link] was approved as a member in 2016, even though it is claimed by Serbia[image: External link] and is not recognised by several other UEFA member states[image: External link].

Each UEFA member has its own football league system[image: External link], except Liechtenstein.[3] Clubs playing in each top-level league compete for the title as the country's club champions. Clubs also compete in the league and national cup competitions for places in the following season's UEFA club competitions, the UEFA Champions League and UEFA Europa League. Due to promotion and relegation[image: External link], the clubs playing in the top-level league are different every season, except in San Marino where there is only one level.[4]

Some clubs play in a national football league other than their own country's[image: External link]. Where this is the case the club is noted as such.



	Club name
	Club finished the previous season as league champions.






UEFA coefficients

Main article: UEFA coefficient § League coefficient[image: External link]


The UEFA league coefficients, also known as the UEFA rankings, are used to rank the leagues of Europe, and thus determine the number of clubs from a league that will participate in UEFA Champions League and UEFA Europa League. A country's ranking determines the number of teams competing in the season after the next; the 2009 rankings determined qualification for European competitions in the 2010–11 season.[5]

A country's ranking is calculated based on the results of its clubs in UEFA competitions over the past five seasons. Two points are awarded for each win by a club, and one for a draw. If a game goes to extra time, the result at the end of time is used to calculate ranking points; if the match goes to a penalty shootout, it is considered to be a draw for the purposes of the coefficient system. The number of points awarded to a country's clubs are added together, and then divided by the number of clubs that participated in European competitions that season. This number is then rounded to three decimal places; two and two-thirds would become 2.667.[5]

For the league coefficient the season's league coefficients for the last five seasons must be added up. In the preliminary rounds of both the Champions League and Europa League, the awarded points are halved. Bonus points for certain achievements are added to the number of points scored in a season. Bonus points are allocated for:


	Qualifying for the Champions League group phase. (4 bonus points)

	Reaching the second round of the Champions League. (5 bonus points)

	Reaching the quarter, semi and final of both Champions League and Europa League. (1 bonus point)[5]




Albania

Main article: List of football clubs in Albania[image: External link]



	Country: Albania

	Football association: Football Association of Albania[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Albanian Superliga[image: External link] ( Albanian[image: External link]: Kategoria superiore)

	UEFA ranking: 42nd[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




The top division of Albanian football was formed in 1930, and the inaugural title was won by SK Tirana (now known as KF Tirana). Tirana are the most successful team in the league's history, having won the competition on 24 occasions, followed by KS Dinamo Tirana (now playing in the second division[image: External link]) with 18 championships, and Partizani Tirana[image: External link] with 15.[7] The league became affiliated with UEFA in 1954.[8] Since the 2014–15 season[image: External link], 10 teams compete in the division. The teams finishing in the bottom two places are relegated to the Albanian First Division[image: External link] and are replaced by the champions of each of that league's two groups.

Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	Flamurtari Vlorë[image: External link]
	Vlorë[image: External link]



	KS Korabi Peshkopi[image: External link]
	Peshkopi[image: External link]



	FK Kukësi[image: External link]
	Kukës[image: External link]



	KF Laçi[image: External link]
	Laç[image: External link]



	KS Luftëtari Gjirokastër[image: External link]
	Gjirokastër[image: External link]



	Partizani Tirana[image: External link]
	Tirana[image: External link]



	KF Skënderbeu Korçë[image: External link]
	Korçë[image: External link]



	KF Teuta Durrës[image: External link]
	Durrës[image: External link]



	KF Tirana[image: External link]
	Tirana[image: External link]



	KF Vllaznia Shkodër[image: External link]
	Shkodër[image: External link]






Andorra

Main article: List of football clubs in Andorra[image: External link]



	Country: Andorra

	Football association: Andorran Football Federation[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Andorran First Division[image: External link] ( Catalan[image: External link]: Primera Divisió)

	UEFA ranking: 52nd[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Andorra's national league system was formed in 1993, and the Andorran Football Federation gained UEFA membership in 1996.[9] Records from the league's first three seasons are incomplete, but FC Santa Coloma have won more First Division titles than any other team.[10] Another Andorran football club, FC Andorra[image: External link], play in the Spanish football league system[image: External link]. In recent years, eight teams have competed in the First Division. Each team plays two matches against the other seven clubs. After fourteen games, the league splits into two groups, with teams carrying their previous points totals forward. The top four teams play each other a further two times in the championship round to decide 1st–4th places, while the bottom four teams do likewise in the relegation round, to determine the 5th–8th positions. At the end of the season, the bottom-placed team is relegated, while the seventh-placed team plays a two-legged play-off against the second-placed team in the Second Division[image: External link] to decide which team plays in which division for the following season.

Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	FC Encamp[image: External link]
	Encamp[image: External link]



	UE Engordany[image: External link]
	Escaldes-Engordany[image: External link]



	CE Jenlai[image: External link]
	Escaldes-Engordany[image: External link]



	FC Lusitanos[image: External link]
	Andorra la Vella[image: External link]



	FC Ordino[image: External link]
	Ordino[image: External link]



	UE Sant Julià[image: External link]
	Sant Julià de Lòria[image: External link]



	FC Santa Coloma[image: External link]
	Santa Coloma d'Andorra[image: External link]



	UE Santa Coloma[image: External link]
	Santa Coloma d'Andorra[image: External link]






Armenia

Main article: List of football clubs in Armenia[image: External link]



	Country: Armenia

	Football association: Football Federation of Armenia[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Armenian Premier League[image: External link] ( Armenian[image: External link]: "Բարձրագույն Խումբ")

	UEFA Ranking: 51st[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Armenia gained independence in 1991, following the break-up of the Soviet Union[image: External link]. Organised football had been played in Armenia since 1936, as part of the Soviet football system. The Football Federation of Armenia gained UEFA affiliation in 1992, and the league ran as the national championship for the first time in the same year.[11][12] Since independence, the country's most successful team are FC Pyunik, who have won ten league titles.[11] As of the 2016-17 season, six teams compete in the Premier League. Each team plays the other six times during the season, and at the end of the ongoing season, the bottom team is relegated to the First League[image: External link].[13]

Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	Alashkert FC[image: External link]
	Yerevan[image: External link]



	FC Ararat Yerevan[image: External link]
	Yerevan[image: External link]



	FC Banants[image: External link]
	Yerevan[image: External link]



	FC Gandzasar[image: External link]
	Kapan[image: External link]



	FC Pyunik[image: External link]
	Yerevan[image: External link]



	FC Shirak[image: External link]
	Gyumri[image: External link]








Austria

Main article: List of football clubs in Austria[image: External link]



	Country: Austria

	Football association: Austrian Football Association[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Austrian Football Bundesliga[image: External link] (German: Österreichische Fußball-Bundesliga)

	UEFA ranking: 16th[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	FC Admira Wacker Mödling[image: External link]
	Maria Enzersdorf[image: External link]



	FK Austria Wien[image: External link]
	Vienna[image: External link]



	SV Mattersburg[image: External link]
	Mattersburg[image: External link]



	SK Rapid Wien
	Vienna[image: External link]



	FC Red Bull Salzburg[image: External link]
	Wals-Siezenheim[image: External link]



	SC Rheindorf Altach[image: External link]
	Altach[image: External link]



	SV Ried[image: External link]
	Ried im Innkreis[image: External link]



	SKN St. Pölten[image: External link]
	Sankt Pölten[image: External link]



	SK Sturm Graz[image: External link]
	Graz[image: External link]



	Wolfsberger AC[image: External link]
	Wolfsberg[image: External link]






Azerbaijan

Main article: List of football clubs in Azerbaijan[image: External link]



	Country: Azerbaijan

	Football association: Association of Football Federations of Azerbaijan[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Azerbaijan Premier League[image: External link] ( Azerbaijani[image: External link]: Azərbaycan Premyer Liqası)

	UEFA ranking: 32nd[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Although the country was part of the Soviet Union[image: External link], the first Azerbaijan-wide football competition took place in 1928, and became an annual occurrence from 1934. Following the break-up of the Soviet Union in 1991, the first independent Azeri championship took place in 1992, and the Association of Football Federations of Azerbaijan gained UEFA affiliation in 1994[14][15] Since independence, the country's most successful team are PFC Neftchi Baku, with eight league titles. In recent years, 10 teams had competed in the Azerbaijan Premier League, but two teams that otherwise would have competed in the 2016–17 season were denied professional licenses, making it an eight-team league at present.

Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	AZAL PFK[image: External link]
	Baku[image: External link]



	Gabala FK[image: External link]
	Gabala[image: External link]



	Kapaz PFK[image: External link]
	Ganja[image: External link]



	Inter Baku PIK[image: External link]
	Baku[image: External link]



	Neftchi Baku PFK[image: External link]
	Baku[image: External link]



	Qarabağ FK[image: External link]
	Baku[image: External link]



	Sumgayit FK[image: External link]
	Sumqayit[image: External link]



	Zira FK[image: External link]
	Baku[image: External link]






Belarus

Main article: List of football clubs in Belarus[image: External link]



	Country: Belarus

	Football association: Football Federation of Belarus[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Belarusian Premier League[image: External link] ( Belarusian[image: External link]: Вышэйшая ліга)

	UEFA ranking: 22nd[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Belarus declared independence from the Soviet Union in 1990. Its independence was widely recognised within Europe in 1991, an independent national championship began in 1992, and UEFA membership followed in 1993.[16] Up to the end of the 2016 season, the most successful team is FC BATE, with 13 league championships, including an ongoing streak of 11 titles.[17] The 2016 season saw the league expand from 14 teams to 16, accomplished by promoting three clubs from the Belarusian First League[image: External link] and relegating only the last-place team in the 2015 Premier League. At the end of the season, the bottom two teams are relegated to the First League and replaced by that league's top two finishers.

Clubs and locations as of 2017 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	FC BATE Borisov[image: External link]
	Barysaw[image: External link]



	FC Dinamo Brest[image: External link]
	Brest[image: External link]



	FC Dinamo Minsk[image: External link]
	Minsk[image: External link]



	FC Dnepr Mogilev[image: External link]
	Mogilev[image: External link]



	FC Gomel[image: External link]
	Gomel[image: External link]



	FC Gorodeya[image: External link]
	Gorodeya[image: External link]



	FC Isloch Minsk Raion[image: External link]
	
Minsk Raion[image: External link] (play in Molodechno[image: External link])



	FC Krumkachy Minsk[image: External link]
	Minsk[image: External link]



	FC Minsk[image: External link]
	Minsk[image: External link]



	FC Naftan Novopolotsk[image: External link]
	Navapolatsk[image: External link]



	FC Neman Grodno[image: External link]
	Hrodna[image: External link]



	FC Shakhtyor Salihorsk[image: External link]
	Salihorsk[image: External link]



	FC Slavia-Mozyr[image: External link]
	Mozyr[image: External link]



	FC Slutsk[image: External link]
	Slutsk[image: External link]



	FC Torpedo-BelAZ Zhodino[image: External link]
	Zhodzina[image: External link]



	FC Vitebsk[image: External link]
	Vitebsk[image: External link]






Belgium

Main article: List of football clubs in Belgium[image: External link]



	Country: Belgium

	Football association: Royal Belgian Football Association[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Belgian First Division A[image: External link] (French: Championnat de Belgique, Dutch[image: External link]: Eerste klasse België, German: Erste Division Belgien)

	UEFA ranking: 10th[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Organised football reached Belgium in the 19th century; the Royal Belgian Football Association was founded in 1895, and FC Liégeois[image: External link] became the country's first champions the following year. Belgium joined European football's governing body, UEFA, upon its formation in 1954.[18] Historically the country's most successful team are R.S.C. Anderlecht, with 33 league titles as of 2016.[19] The Belgian First Division A, historically known as the First Division and also known as the Pro League from 2008–09 through 2015–16, currently consists of 16 teams. Initially, each team plays the other clubs twice for a total of 30 matches. At this point, the league proceeds as follows (as of the current 2016–17 season):[20]


	The top six teams take half of their points (rounded up) into a championship play-off, playing each other two further times to determine the national champion.

	The teams finishing the regular season between 7th and 15th enter one of two six-team groups. The remaining teams in this competition are the top three teams from the Belgian First Division B[image: External link] (historically known as the Second Division), excluding that division's champion (which earns automatic promotion to First Division A). Each team plays the other five teams in its group home and away, and the winners of each group play one another in a two-legged play-off. The winner of that match advances to a two-legged play-off against the fourth- or fifth-place team (depending on results) from the championship play-off for the country's final UEFA Europa League place for the following season.

	The bottom team on the regular-season table is automatically relegated to First Division B.



Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	R.S.C. Anderlecht
	Anderlecht[image: External link]



	R. Charleroi S.C.[image: External link]
	Charleroi[image: External link]



	Club Brugge KV
	Bruges



	K.A.S. Eupen[image: External link]
	Eupen[image: External link]



	K.R.C. Genk[image: External link]
	Genk[image: External link]



	K.A.A. Gent[image: External link]
	Ghent[image: External link]



	K.V. Kortrijk[image: External link]
	Kortrijk[image: External link]



	K.S.C. Lokeren Oost-Vlaanderen[image: External link]
	Lokeren[image: External link]



	KV Mechelen[image: External link]
	Mechelen[image: External link]



	Royal Mouscron-Péruwelz[image: External link]
	Mouscron[image: External link]



	K.V. Oostende[image: External link]
	Oostende[image: External link]



	Sint-Truidense V.V.[image: External link]
	Sint-Truiden[image: External link]



	Standard Liège[image: External link]
	Liège[image: External link]



	Waasland-Beveren[image: External link]
	Beveren[image: External link]



	K.V.C. Westerlo[image: External link]
	Westerlo[image: External link]



	S.V. Zulte Waregem[image: External link]
	Waregem[image: External link]






Bosnia and Herzegovina

Main article: List of football clubs in Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]



	Country: Bosnia and Herzegovina

	Football association: Football Association of Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Premier League of Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link] ( Bosnian[image: External link]: Premijer liga Bosne i Hercegovine)

	UEFA ranking: 35th[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Prior to gaining independence from Yugoslavia[image: External link], clubs from Bosnia and Herzegovina were eligible to compete in the Yugoslav First League[image: External link], which they won three times. The country gained independence in 1992, and its Football Association gained UEFA membership in 1998.[21] Due to political tensions between Bosniaks[image: External link], Bosnian Serbs[image: External link] and Bosnian Croats[image: External link], the country did not have a single national top division until the 2002–03 season, but rather two or three. Since then, Zrinjski[image: External link] have won four titles, Željezničar[image: External link] have won three, Sarajevo[image: External link] and Široki Brijeg[image: External link] have each won twice, and three other teams have won it once each.[22]

As of the 2016–17 season, the Premier League consists of 12 clubs, reduced from 16 in previous seasons. The 2016–17 season is the first for a two-stage season. In the first stage, each team plays all others home and away, after which the league splits into two six-team groups that also play home and away. The top six teams play for the championship and European qualifying places; the bottom six play to avoid relegation. At the end of the second stage, the bottom two clubs of the relegation group drop to either the First League of Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link] or the First League of the Republika Srpska[image: External link].[23]

Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	NK Čelik Zenica[image: External link]
	Zenica[image: External link]



	FK Krupa[image: External link]
	Krupa na Vrbasu[image: External link]



	NK Metalleghe-BSI[image: External link]
	Jajce[image: External link]



	FK Mladost Doboj Kakanj[image: External link]
	Doboj (Kakanj)[image: External link]



	FK Olimpic[image: External link]
	Sarajevo[image: External link]



	FK Radnik Bijeljina[image: External link]
	Bijeljina[image: External link]



	FK Sarajevo[image: External link]
	Sarajevo[image: External link]



	FK Sloboda Tuzla[image: External link]
	Tuzla[image: External link]



	NK Široki Brijeg[image: External link]
	Široki Brijeg[image: External link]



	NK Vitez[image: External link]
	Vitez[image: External link]



	HŠK Zrinjski Mostar[image: External link]
	Mostar[image: External link]



	FK Željezničar Sarajevo[image: External link]
	Sarajevo[image: External link]






Bulgaria

Main article: List of football clubs in Bulgaria[image: External link]



	Country: Bulgaria

	Football association: Bulgarian Football Union[image: External link]


	Top-level league: First Professional Football League[image: External link] ( Bulgarian[image: External link]: Първа професионална футболна лига); short form "Parva Liga" (Първа лига)

	UEFA ranking: 25th[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




A national Bulgarian championship has been held in every year since 1924, although the 1924, 1927 and 1944 seasons were not completed. The country gained UEFA membership in 1954.[24] Historically, the most successful teams in Bulgarian football have been PFC CSKA Sofia and PFC Levski Sofia; no other team has won more than seven league titles.[25] The most recently completed 2015–16 season was intended to have 12 teams, but was reduced to 10 after four clubs (the two clubs that would otherwise have been promoted to what was then known as the A Group, plus two from the previous season's A Group) were denied professional licenses. Following that season, the Bulgarian Football Union[image: External link] revamped the country's professional league structure, expanding the top flight to 14 teams and changing that league's name from "A Group" to "First League".

Under the new structure that begins in 2016–17, each team plays the others twice, once at each club's stadium. At the end of the season the league splits into separate playoffs, with table points and statistics carrying over in full. The top six teams enter a championship playoff, with each team playing the others home and away. The top finisher is league champion and enters the UEFA Champions League; the second-place team earns a place in the UEFA Europa League; and the third-place team (or fourth-place team, should the winner of that season's Bulgarian Cup finish in the top three) advances to a playoff for the country's final Europa League place. The bottom eight split into two four-team groups, playing home and away within each group. The top two teams from each group enter a knockout playoff consisting of two-legged matches (note, however, that if one of these four teams is the Bulgarian Cup winner, it is withdrawn from the playoff and its opponent receives a bye into the final). The winner of this playoff then plays the third-place team in a one-off match for the final Europa League place. The bottom two clubs from each group enter an identical knockout playoff. The winner remains in the First League; the other three teams face a series of relegation playoffs that also include the second- and third-place clubs from the Second League[image: External link], with places for only two of these five teams in the next season's First League.[26]

Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	PFC Beroe Stara Zagora[image: External link]
	Stara Zagora[image: External link]



	PFC Botev Plovdiv[image: External link]
	Plovdiv[image: External link]



	PFC Cherno More Varna[image: External link]
	Varna[image: External link]



	PFC CSKA Sofia[image: External link]
	Sofia[image: External link]



	FC Dunav Ruse[image: External link]
	Ruse[image: External link]



	PFC Levski Sofia[image: External link]
	Sofia[image: External link]



	FC Lokomotiv Gorna Oryahovitsa[image: External link]
	Gorna Oryahovitsa[image: External link]



	PFC Lokomotiv Plovdiv[image: External link]
	Plovdiv[image: External link]



	PFC Ludogorets Razgrad[image: External link]
	Razgrad[image: External link]



	PFC Montana[image: External link]
	Montana[image: External link]



	PFC Neftochimic Burgas[image: External link]
	Burgas[image: External link]



	OFC Pirin Blagoevgrad[image: External link]
	Blagoevgrad[image: External link]



	PFC Slavia Sofia[image: External link]
	Sofia[image: External link]



	FC Vereya[image: External link]
	Stara Zagora[image: External link]






Croatia

Main article: List of football clubs in Croatia[image: External link]



	Country: Croatia

	Football association: Croatian Football Federation[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Croatian First Football League[image: External link] ( Croatian[image: External link]: Prva hrvatska nogometna liga)

	UEFA ranking: 20th[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




National Croatian leagues were organised in 1914 and during the Second World War, but during peacetime Croatia's biggest clubs competed in the Yugoslav First League[image: External link]. After Croatia declared independence from Yugoslavia[image: External link] in 1991, a national football league was formed in 1992, and the Croatian Football Federation gained UEFA membership in 1993.[27] Since its formation, the Croatian First League has been dominated by NK Dinamo Zagreb and HNK Hajduk Split; as of the end of the 2015–16 season, one of these teams has won the title in all but one of the league's 25 seasons.[28] Since the 2013–14 season, the First League has consisted of 10 teams. At the end of the season, the 10th-placed team is relegated directly to the second division[image: External link], while the 9th-placed team enters a relegation play-off.

Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	HNK Cibalia[image: External link]
	Vinkovci[image: External link]



	GNK Dinamo Zagreb[image: External link]
	Zagreb[image: External link]



	HNK Hajduk Split[image: External link]
	Split[image: External link]



	NK Inter Zaprešić[image: External link]
	Zaprešić[image: External link]



	NK Istra 1961[image: External link]
	Pula[image: External link]



	NK Lokomotiva[image: External link]
	Zagreb[image: External link]



	NK Osijek[image: External link]
	Osijek[image: External link]



	HNK Rijeka[image: External link]
	Rijeka[image: External link]



	NK Slaven Belupo[image: External link]
	Koprivnica[image: External link]



	RNK Split[image: External link]
	Split[image: External link]






Cyprus

Main article: List of football clubs in Cyprus[image: External link]



	Country: Cyprus

	Football association: Cyprus Football Association[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Cypriot First Division[image: External link] ( Greek[image: External link]: Πρωτάθλημα Α' Κατηγορίας, Turkish[image: External link]: Kıbrıs Birinci Ligi)

	UEFA ranking: 18th[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	AEK Larnaca F.C.[image: External link]
	Larnaca[image: External link]



	AEL Limassol[image: External link]
	Limassol[image: External link]



	AEZ Zakakiou[image: External link]
	
Zakaki, Limassol[image: External link]




	Anagennisi Deryneia[image: External link]
	
Deryneia[image: External link], Famagusta[image: External link]




	Anorthosis Famagusta FC[image: External link]
	Larnaca[image: External link]



	APOEL FC[image: External link]
	Nicosia[image: External link]



	Apollon Limassol[image: External link]
	Limassol[image: External link]



	Aris Limassol F.C.[image: External link]
	Limassol[image: External link]



	Doxa Katokopias F.C.[image: External link]
	
Peristerona[image: External link], Nicosia[image: External link]




	Ermis Aradippou[image: External link]
	
Aradippou[image: External link], Larnaca[image: External link]




	Ethnikos Achna FC[image: External link]
	
Achna[image: External link], Famagusta[image: External link]




	Karmiotissa Pano Polemidion[image: External link]
	
Pano Polemidia[image: External link], Limassol[image: External link]




	Nea Salamis Famagusta FC[image: External link]
	Larnaca[image: External link]



	AC Omonia[image: External link]
	Nicosia[image: External link]






Czech Republic

Main article: List of football clubs in the Czech Republic[image: External link]



	Country: Czech Republic

	Football association: Football Association of the Czech Republic[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Czech First League[image: External link] ( Czech[image: External link]: 1. česká fotbalová liga)

	UEFA ranking: 14th[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	FC Zbrojovka Brno[image: External link]
	Brno[image: External link]



	Bohemians 1905[image: External link]
	Prague[image: External link]



	FK Dukla Prague[image: External link]
	Prague[image: External link]



	FC Hradec Králové[image: External link]
	Hradec Králové[image: External link]



	FK Baumit Jablonec[image: External link]
	Jablonec nad Nisou[image: External link]



	FC Vysočina Jihlava[image: External link]
	Jihlava[image: External link]



	MFK Karviná[image: External link]
	Karviná[image: External link]



	FC Slovan Liberec[image: External link]
	Liberec[image: External link]



	FK Mladá Boleslav[image: External link]
	Mladá Boleslav[image: External link]



	FC Viktoria Plzeň[image: External link]
	Plzeň[image: External link]



	1. FK Příbram[image: External link]
	Příbram[image: External link]



	SK Slavia Prague[image: External link]
	Prague[image: External link]



	1. FC Slovácko[image: External link]
	Uherské Hradiště[image: External link]



	AC Sparta Prague[image: External link]
	Prague[image: External link]



	FK Teplice[image: External link]
	Teplice[image: External link]



	FC Fastav Zlín[image: External link]
	Zlín[image: External link]






Denmark

Main articles: List of football clubs in Denmark[image: External link] and List of football clubs in Denmark by league[image: External link]



	Country: Denmark

	Football association: Danish Football Association[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Danish Superliga[image: External link] ( Danish[image: External link]: Superligaen)

	UEFA ranking: 22nd[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	AaB Fodbold[image: External link]
	Aalborg[image: External link]



	Aarhus Gymnastikforening[image: External link]
	Aarhus[image: External link]



	Brøndby IF[image: External link]
	Brøndby[image: External link]



	Esbjerg fB[image: External link]
	Esbjerg[image: External link]



	AC Horsens[image: External link]
	Horsens[image: External link]



	F.C. København[image: External link]
	Copenhagen[image: External link]



	Lyngby BK[image: External link]
	Lyngby[image: External link]



	FC Midtjylland[image: External link]
	Herning[image: External link]



	FC Nordsjælland[image: External link]
	Farum[image: External link]



	OB[image: External link]
	Odense[image: External link]



	Randers FC[image: External link]
	Randers[image: External link]



	Silkeborg IF[image: External link]
	Silkeborg[image: External link]



	SønderjyskE[image: External link]
	Haderslev[image: External link]



	Viborg FF[image: External link]
	Viborg[image: External link]






England

Main article: List of football clubs in England[image: External link]



	Country: England

	Football association: The Football Association[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Premier League[image: External link]


	UEFA ranking: 2nd[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Founded in 1888, the Football League[image: External link] was the world's first national football league.[29] The inaugural competition was won by Preston North End[image: External link], who remained unbeaten throughout the entire season. It was the top level football league in England from its foundation until 1992[image: External link], when the 22 clubs comprising the First Division[image: External link] resigned from the Football League to form the new FA Premier League.[29] As of the 2014–15 season[image: External link] the Premier League comprises 20 clubs;[30] each team plays every other team twice, with the bottom 3 clubs at the end of the season relegated to the Football League Championship[image: External link]. The most successful club[image: External link] is Manchester United[image: External link], who have won the league 20 times.[31]

Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location
	Stadium
	Capacity



	Arsenal F.C.[image: External link]
	London[image: External link]
	Emirates Stadium[image: External link]
	60,260



	A.F.C. Bournemouth[image: External link]
	Bournemouth[image: External link]
	Dean Court[image: External link]
	11,464



	Burnley F.C.[image: External link]
	Burnley[image: External link]
	Turf Moor[image: External link]
	21,401



	Chelsea F.C.[image: External link]
	London[image: External link]
	Stamford Bridge[image: External link]
	41,798



	Crystal Palace F.C.[image: External link]
	London[image: External link]
	Selhurst Park[image: External link]
	25,073



	Everton F.C.[image: External link]
	Liverpool
	Goodison Park[image: External link]
	39,571



	Hull City A.F.C.[image: External link]
	Hull[image: External link]
	KC Stadium[image: External link]
	25,404



	Leicester City F.C.[image: External link]
	Leicester[image: External link]
	King Power Stadium[image: External link]
	32,312



	Liverpool F.C.
	Liverpool
	Anfield[image: External link]
	44,742



	Manchester City F.C.[image: External link]
	Manchester[image: External link]
	Etihad Stadium[image: External link]
	55,097



	Manchester United F.C.[image: External link]
	Manchester[image: External link]
	Old Trafford[image: External link]
	75,653



	Middlesbrough F.C.[image: External link]
	Middlesbrough[image: External link]
	Riverside Stadium[image: External link]
	34,742



	Southampton F.C.[image: External link]
	Southampton[image: External link]
	St Mary's Stadium[image: External link]
	32,505



	Stoke City F.C.[image: External link]
	Stoke-on-Trent[image: External link]
	Bet365 Stadium[image: External link]
	27,740



	Sunderland A.F.C.[image: External link]
	Sunderland[image: External link]
	Stadium of Light[image: External link]
	48,707



	Swansea City A.F.C.[image: External link]
	Swansea[image: External link], Wales[image: External link]
	Liberty Stadium[image: External link]
	20,909



	Tottenham Hotspur F.C.
	London[image: External link]
	White Hart Lane[image: External link]
	36,284



	Watford F.C.[image: External link]
	Watford[image: External link]
	Vicarage Road[image: External link]
	21,500



	West Bromwich Albion F.C.[image: External link]
	West Bromwich[image: External link]
	The Hawthorns[image: External link]
	26,850



	West Ham United F.C.[image: External link]
	London[image: External link]
	London Stadium[image: External link]
	60,000






Estonia

Main article: List of football clubs in Estonia[image: External link]



	Country: Estonia

	Football association: Estonian Football Association[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Estonian Premier Division[image: External link] ( Estonian[image: External link]: Meistriliiga)

	UEFA ranking: 50th[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




An independent Estonian league took place between 1921 and 1940. However, after the Second World War it became part of the Soviet Union, and became a regional system. Estonia regained independence after the dissolution of the USSR[image: External link], organising the first national championship in 52 years in 1992, the same year that the Estonian Football Association joined UEFA.[32][33] FC Flora Tallinn is the most successful team in the modern era, with 10 league titles as of the end of the 2016 season[image: External link].[32] Since 2005[image: External link], the Premier Division has consisted of 10 teams, which play one another four times. At the end of the season the bottom team is relegated to the second level of Estonian football[image: External link], while the ninth-placed team enters into a relegation playoff.[34]

Clubs and locations as of 2017 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location
	Stadium
	Capacity



	FC Flora Tallinn[image: External link]
	Tallinn[image: External link]
	A. Le Coq Arena[image: External link]
	9,692



	FC Infonet[image: External link]
	Tallinn[image: External link]
	Lasnamäe KJH Stadium
	400



	FC Levadia Tallinn[image: External link]
	Tallinn[image: External link]
	Kadriorg Stadium[image: External link]
	5,000



	JK Sillamäe Kalev[image: External link]
	Sillamäe[image: External link]
	Sillamäe Kalevi Stadium[image: External link]
	800



	Nõmme Kalju FC[image: External link]
	Tallinn[image: External link]
	Hiiu Stadium[image: External link]
	300



	Paide Linnameeskond[image: External link]
	Paide[image: External link]
	Paide linnastaadion[image: External link]
	268



	Pärnu Linnameeskond[image: External link]
	Pärnu[image: External link]
	Pärnu Raeküla Stadium
	550



	Tartu JK Tammeka[image: External link]
	Tartu[image: External link]
	Tamme Stadium[image: External link]
	1,750



	JK Narva Trans[image: External link]
	Narva[image: External link]
	Kreenholm Stadium[image: External link]
	1,065



	Viljandi JK Tulevik[image: External link]
	Viljandi[image: External link]
	Viljandi linnastaadion[image: External link]
	1,006






Faroe Islands

Main article: List of football clubs in Faroe Islands[image: External link]



	Country: Faroe Islands

	Football association: Faroe Islands Football Association[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Faroe Islands Premier League[image: External link] ( Faroese[image: External link]: Effodeildin)

	UEFA ranking: 51st[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




The Faroe Islands are a constituent country of the Kingdom of Denmark, which also comprises Greenland and Denmark itself. The league was formed in 1942, and has been contested annually since, with the exception of 1944 due to a lack of available balls.[35] The Faroe Islands gained UEFA recognition in 1992.[36] The most successful teams are Havnar Bóltfelag and KÍ Klaksvík, with 22 and 17 Premier League titles respectively as of the most recently completed 2016 season. Since the 1988 season, the Premier League has consisted of 10 teams.[37] They play each other three times, with the bottom two teams relegated to the First Division[image: External link].

Clubs and locations as of 2017 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	B36 Tórshavn[image: External link]
	Tórshavn[image: External link]



	EB/Streymur[image: External link]
	Streymnes[image: External link]



	Havnar Bóltfelag[image: External link]
	Tórshavn[image: External link]



	ÍF Fuglafjørður[image: External link]
	Fuglafjørður[image: External link]



	KÍ Klaksvík[image: External link]
	Klaksvík[image: External link]



	NSÍ Runavík[image: External link]
	Runavík[image: External link]



	Skála ÍF[image: External link]
	Skála[image: External link]



	
TB[image: External link]/FC Suðuroy[image: External link]/ Royn[image: External link][FRO 1]

	Tvøroyri[image: External link]



	Víkingur Gøta[image: External link]
	Norðragøta[image: External link]



	07 Vestur[image: External link]
	Sørvágur[image: External link]








	
^ TB, which participated in the 2016 Premier League, merged with the other two clubs from its home island of Suðuroy[image: External link]—FC Suðuroy and Royn Hvalba. The merged club will play the 2017 season as TB/FC Suðuroy/Royn, but will be renamed for 2018 and beyond.






Finland

Main article: List of football clubs in Finland[image: External link]



	Country: Finland

	Football association: Football Association of Finland[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Finnish Premier League[image: External link] ( Finnish[image: External link]: Veikkausliiga, Swedish[image: External link]: Tipsligan)

	UEFA ranking: 36th[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Finland's current league has been contested annually since 1898, with the exceptions of 1914 and 1943.[38] The most successful team are HJK Helsinki with 22 titles; as of 2010, no other team has won 10 or more. However, between 1920 and 1948 a rival championship operated, organised by the Finnish Workers' Sports Federation[image: External link]. Frequent champions in that competition before it came under the jurisdiction of the Football Association of Finland included Kullervo Helsinki, Vesa Helsinki and Tampereen Pallo-Veikot[image: External link].[39] The Premier League consists of 12 teams, which play one another three times each for a total of 33 matches. At the end of the season the bottom club is relegated to the First Division[image: External link].

Clubs and locations as of 2017 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	HIFK Fotboll[image: External link]
	Helsinki[image: External link]



	HJK Helsinki[image: External link]
	Helsinki[image: External link]



	IFK Mariehamn[image: External link]
	Mariehamn[image: External link]



	FC Ilves[image: External link]
	Tampere[image: External link]



	FC Inter Turku[image: External link]
	Turku[image: External link]



	JJK Jyväskylä[image: External link]
	Jyväskylä[image: External link]



	
Kuopion Palloseura[image: External link] (KuPS)
	Kuopio[image: External link]



	FC Lahti[image: External link]
	Lahti[image: External link]



	Palloseura Kemi Kings[image: External link]
	Kemi[image: External link]



	RoPS[image: External link]
	Rovaniemi[image: External link]



	
Seinäjoen Jalkapallokerho[image: External link] (SJK)
	Seinäjoki[image: External link]



	
Vaasan Palloseura[image: External link] (VPS)
	Vaasa[image: External link]






France

Main article: List of football clubs in France[image: External link]



	Country: France

	Football association: French Football Federation[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Ligue 1[image: External link] (French: Ligue 1/Le Championnat)

	UEFA ranking: 6th[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




France's first football team—Le Havre AC[image: External link]—formed in 1872. The first French championship was first held in 1894, but only featured teams from the capital, Paris. Between 1896 and 1912, national championships were organised by several competing federations; the first universally recognised national championship took place in the 1912–13 season. However, it only lasted two seasons; from the outbreak of the First World War in 1914, French football operated on a regional basis until 1932. A national league resumed between 1932 and 1939, and has operated annually since the conclusion of the Second World War in 1945.[40] Ligue 1 and its predecessors have featured 20 teams since the 1946–47 season. Each team plays the other nineteen sides home and away, and at the end of the season the bottom three teams are relegated to Ligue 2[image: External link].[41] So far, Olympique de Marseille[image: External link] are the only French club to have won the UEFA Champions League, in 1993.

Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	Angers SCO[image: External link]
	Angers[image: External link]



	SC Bastia[image: External link]
	Bastia[image: External link]



	FC Girondins de Bordeaux[image: External link]
	Bordeaux[image: External link]



	Stade Malherbe Caen[image: External link]
	Caen[image: External link]



	Dijon FCO[image: External link]
	Dijon[image: External link]



	En Avant de Guingamp[image: External link]
	Guingamp[image: External link]



	Lille OSC[image: External link]
	Villeneuve d'Ascq[image: External link]



	FC Lorient[image: External link]
	Lorient[image: External link]



	Olympique Lyonnais[image: External link]
	Décines[image: External link]



	Olympique de Marseille[image: External link]
	Marseille



	FC Metz[image: External link]
	Metz[image: External link]



	AS Monaco[image: External link]
	
Fontvieille[image: External link], Monaco




	Montpellier HSC[image: External link]
	Montpellier[image: External link]



	AS Nancy[image: External link]
	Tomblaine[image: External link]



	FC Nantes[image: External link]
	Nantes[image: External link]



	OGC Nice[image: External link]
	Nice[image: External link]



	Paris Saint-Germain
	Paris[image: External link]



	Stade Rennais FC[image: External link]
	Rennes[image: External link]



	AS Saint-Étienne[image: External link]
	Saint-Étienne[image: External link]



	Toulouse FC[image: External link]
	Toulouse[image: External link]








Georgia

Main article: List of football clubs in Georgia[image: External link]



	Country: Georgia

	Football association: Georgian Football Federation[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Georgian Premier League[image: External link] ( Georgian[image: External link]: უმაღლესი ლიგა; Umaglesi Liga, literally "Higher League")

	UEFA ranking: 33rd[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




A Georgian football championship first took place in 1926, as part of the Soviet football system. The first independent championship took place in 1990, despite the fact that Georgia remained a Soviet state until 1991. Upon independence, Georgia subsequently joined UEFA and FIFA in 1992.[42]

When Georgia organised its first independent championship, it operated with a spring-to-autumn season contained entirely within a calendar year. After the 1991 championship, the country transitioned to an autumn-to-spring season spanning two calendar years. This format continued through the 2015–16 season, after which it returned to a spring-to-autumn format. This was accomplished by holding an abbreviated 2016 season in autumn; the transition was completed for the 2017 season. Before the most recent transition, 16 teams had competed in the top flight, but the league was reduced to 14 teams for the 2016 season, and was reduced further to 10 for 2017 and beyond.

Clubs and locations as of 2017 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	FC Chikhura Sachkhere[image: External link]
	Sachkhere[image: External link]



	FC Dila Gori[image: External link]
	Gori[image: External link]



	FC Dinamo Batumi[image: External link]
	Kobuleti[image: External link]



	FC Dinamo Tbilisi[image: External link]
	Tbilisi[image: External link]



	FC Kolkheti-1913 Poti[image: External link]
	Poti[image: External link]



	FC Lokomotivi Tbilisi[image: External link]
	Tbilisi[image: External link]



	FC Saburtalo Tbilisi[image: External link]
	Tbilisi[image: External link]



	FC Samtredia[image: External link]
	Samtredia[image: External link]



	FC Shukura Kobuleti[image: External link]
	Kobuleti[image: External link]



	FC Torpedo Kutaisi[image: External link]
	Kutaisi[image: External link]






Germany

Main article: List of football clubs in Germany[image: External link]



	Country: Germany

	Football association: German Football Association[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Bundesliga[image: External link] (German: Fußball-Bundesliga)

	UEFA ranking: 3rd[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




The Bundesliga consists of 18 teams, who play each other twice, for a total of 34 matches. The teams finishing in 17th and 18th places are relegated directly to the 2. Bundesliga[image: External link], while the team finishing in 16th place enters into a two-legged play-off with the team finishing 3rd in the lower division.

Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	FC Augsburg[image: External link]
	Augsburg[image: External link]



	Bayer 04 Leverkusen
	Leverkusen



	FC Bayern München[image: External link]
	Munich



	Borussia Dortmund[image: External link]
	Dortmund[image: External link]



	Borussia Mönchengladbach[image: External link]
	Mönchengladbach



	SV Darmstadt 98[image: External link]
	Darmstadt[image: External link]



	Eintracht Frankfurt[image: External link]
	Frankfurt am Main



	SC Freiburg[image: External link]
	Freiburg[image: External link]



	Hamburger SV[image: External link]
	Hamburg[image: External link]



	Hertha BSC[image: External link]
	Berlin[image: External link]



	TSG Hoffenheim[image: External link]
	Sinsheim[image: External link]



	FC Ingolstadt 04[image: External link]
	Ingolstadt[image: External link]



	1. FC Köln[image: External link]
	Cologne[image: External link]



	RB Leipzig[image: External link]
	Leipzig[image: External link]



	1. FSV Mainz 05[image: External link]
	Mainz[image: External link]



	FC Schalke 04[image: External link]
	Gelsenkirchen[image: External link]



	SV Werder Bremen[image: External link]
	Bremen[image: External link]



	VfL Wolfsburg[image: External link]
	Wolfsburg[image: External link]






Gibraltar

Main article: List of football clubs in Gibraltar[image: External link]



	Country: Gibraltar

	Football association: Gibraltar Football Association[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Gibraltar Premier Division[image: External link]


	UEFA ranking: N/A[43]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




The Gibraltar Football Association was founded in 1895, making it one of the ten oldest active football associations in the world. League football has been organized by the GFA since 1905. The first league season after Gibraltar were accepted as full members of UEFA was 2013–14, making qualification to the UEFA Champions League and UEFA Europa League possible since the 2014–15 season, provided the relevant club has received a UEFA licence.[2] The Premier Division has consisted of 10 teams since the 2015–16 season. All league matches are held at Victoria Stadium[image: External link].

Clubs as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club



	Europa F.C.[image: External link]



	Europa Point F.C.[image: External link]



	Gibraltar United F.C.[image: External link]



	Glacis United F.C.[image: External link]



	Lincoln Red Imps F.C.[image: External link]



	Lions Gibraltar F.C.[image: External link]



	Lynx F.C.[image: External link]



	Manchester 62 F.C.[image: External link]



	Mons Calpe S.C.[image: External link]



	St Joseph's F.C.[image: External link]






Greece

Main article: List of football clubs in Greece[image: External link]



	Country: Greece

	Football association: Hellenic Football Federation[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Superleague Greece[image: External link] ( Greek[image: External link]: Σούπερ Λίγκα Ελλάδα)

	UEFA ranking: 12th[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	AEK Athens[image: External link]
	Athens[image: External link]



	AOK Kerkyra[image: External link]
	Corfu[image: External link]



	Asteras Tripoli[image: External link]
	Tripoli[image: External link]



	Atromitos[image: External link]
	Athens[image: External link]



	Iraklis 1908[image: External link]
	Thessaloniki[image: External link]



	Larissa[image: External link]
	Larissa[image: External link]



	Levadiakos[image: External link]
	Livadeia[image: External link]



	Olympiacos[image: External link]
	Piraeus[image: External link]



	Panathinaikos[image: External link]
	Athens[image: External link]



	Panetolikos[image: External link]
	Agrinio[image: External link]



	Panionios[image: External link]
	Athens[image: External link]



	PAOK[image: External link]
	Thessaloniki[image: External link]



	PAS Giannina[image: External link]
	Ioannina[image: External link]



	Platanias[image: External link]
	Platanias[image: External link]



	Veria[image: External link]
	Veria[image: External link]



	Xanthi[image: External link]
	Xanthi[image: External link]






Hungary

Main article: List of football clubs in Hungary[image: External link]



	Country: Hungary

	Football association: Hungarian Football Federation[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Hungarian National Championship[image: External link] ( Hungarian[image: External link]: Nemzeti Bajnokság I)

	UEFA ranking: 31st[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	Budapest Honvéd FC[image: External link]
	Budapest[image: External link]



	Debreceni VSC[image: External link]
	Debrecen[image: External link]



	Diósgyőri VTK[image: External link]
	Miskolc[image: External link]



	Ferencvárosi TC[image: External link]
	Budapest[image: External link]



	Gyirmót SE[image: External link]
	Győr[image: External link]



	Mezőkövesd-Zsóry SE[image: External link]
	Mezőkövesd[image: External link]



	MTK Budapest FC[image: External link]
	Budapest[image: External link]



	Paksi SE[image: External link]
	Paks[image: External link]



	Szombathelyi Haladás[image: External link]
	Szombathely[image: External link]



	Újpest FC[image: External link]
	Budapest[image: External link]



	Vasas SC[image: External link]
	Budapest[image: External link]



	Videoton FC[image: External link]
	Székesfehérvár[image: External link]






Iceland

Main article: List of football clubs in Iceland[image: External link]



	Country: Iceland

	Football association: Football Association of Iceland[image: External link] ( Icelandic[image: External link]: Knattspyrnusamband Íslands)

	Top-level league: Icelandic Premier Division[image: External link] ( Icelandic[image: External link]: Úrvalsdeild)

	UEFA ranking: 37th[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Clubs and locations as of 2017 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	Breiðablik UBK[image: External link]
	Kópavogur[image: External link]



	Fimleikafélag Hafnarfjarðar[image: External link]
	Hafnarfjörður[image: External link]



	Ungmennafélagið Fjölnir[image: External link]
	Reykjavík[image: External link]



	Knattspyrnudeild UMFG[image: External link]
	Grindavík[image: External link]



	Íþróttabandalag Akraness[image: External link]
	Akranes[image: External link]



	Íþróttabandalag Vestmannaeyja[image: External link]
	Vestmannaeyjar[image: External link]



	Knattspyrnufélag Akureyrar[image: External link]
	Akureyri[image: External link]



	Knattspyrnufélag Reykjavíkur[image: External link]
	Reykjavík[image: External link]



	Stjarnan[image: External link]
	Garðabær[image: External link]



	Valur[image: External link]
	Reykjavík[image: External link]



	Knattspyrnufélagið Víkingur[image: External link]
	Reykjavík[image: External link]



	Ungmennafélagið Víkingur[image: External link]
	Ólafsvík[image: External link]






Israel

Main article: List of football clubs in Israel[image: External link]



	Country: Israel

	Football association: Israel Football Association[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Israeli Premier League[image: External link] ( Hebrew[image: External link]: ליגת העל‎‎; Ligat HaAl, literally "Super League")

	UEFA ranking: 17th[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	F.C. Ironi Ashdod[image: External link]
	Ashdod[image: External link]



	Beitar Jerusalem F.C.[image: External link]
	Jerusalem[image: External link]



	Bnei Yehuda Tel Aviv F.C.[image: External link]
	Tel Aviv[image: External link]



	Bnei Sakhnin F.C.[image: External link]
	Sakhnin[image: External link]



	Hapoel Be'er Sheva F.C.[image: External link]
	Beersheba[image: External link]



	Hapoel Haifa F.C.[image: External link]
	Haifa[image: External link]



	Hapoel Ironi Kiryat Shmona F.C.[image: External link]
	Kiryat Shmona[image: External link]



	Hapoel Ashkelon F.C.[image: External link]
	Ashkelon[image: External link]



	Hapoel Kfar Saba F.C.[image: External link]
	Kfar Saba[image: External link]



	Hapoel Ra'anana A.F.C.[image: External link]
	Ra'anana[image: External link]



	Hapoel Tel Aviv F.C.[image: External link]
	Tel Aviv[image: External link]



	Maccabi Haifa F.C.[image: External link]
	Haifa[image: External link]



	Maccabi Petah Tikva F.C.[image: External link]
	Petah Tikva[image: External link]



	Maccabi Tel Aviv F.C.[image: External link]
	Tel Aviv[image: External link]






Italy

Main article: List of football clubs in Italy[image: External link]



	Country: Italy

	Football association: Federazione Italiana Giuoco Calcio[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Serie A[image: External link] (Series A)

	UEFA ranking: 4th[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	Atalanta B.C.[image: External link]
	Bergamo[image: External link]



	Bologna F.C. 1909[image: External link]
	Bologna[image: External link]



	Cagliari Calcio[image: External link]
	Cagliari[image: External link]



	A.C. Chievo Verona[image: External link]
	Verona[image: External link]



	F.C. Crotone[image: External link]
	Crotone[image: External link]



	Empoli F.C.[image: External link]
	Empoli[image: External link]



	ACF Fiorentina[image: External link]
	Florence



	Genoa C.F.C.[image: External link]
	Genoa[image: External link]



	F.C. Internazionale Milano[image: External link]
	Milan



	Juventus F.C.[image: External link]
	Turin



	S.S. Lazio[image: External link]
	Rome



	A.C. Milan[image: External link]
	Milan



	S.S.C. Napoli[image: External link]
	Naples[image: External link]



	U.S. Città di Palermo[image: External link]
	Palermo[image: External link]



	Delfino Pescara 1936[image: External link]
	Pescara[image: External link]



	A.S. Roma[image: External link]
	Rome



	U.C. Sampdoria
	Genoa[image: External link]



	U.S. Sassuolo Calcio[image: External link]
	Sassuolo[image: External link]



	Torino F.C.[image: External link]
	Turin



	Udinese Calcio[image: External link]
	Udine[image: External link]






Kazakhstan

Main article: List of football clubs in Kazakhstan[image: External link]



	Country: Kazakhstan

	Football association: Football Union of Kazakhstan[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Kazakhstan Premier League[image: External link] ( Kazakh[image: External link]: Қазақстан Кәсіпқой Футбол Лигасы, literally "Kazakhstan Professional Football League")

	UEFA ranking: 34th[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Clubs and locations as of 2017 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	FC Aktobe[image: External link]
	Aktobe[image: External link]



	FC Akzhayik[image: External link]
	Oral[image: External link]



	FC Altai Semey[image: External link]
	Semey[image: External link]



	FC Astana[image: External link]
	Astana[image: External link]



	FC Atyrau[image: External link]
	Atyrau[image: External link]



	FC Irtysh Pavlodar[image: External link]
	Pavlodar[image: External link]



	FC Kairat[image: External link]
	Almaty[image: External link]



	FC Kaisar[image: External link]
	Kyzylorda[image: External link]



	FC Okzhetpes[image: External link]
	Kokshetau[image: External link]



	FC Ordabasy[image: External link]
	Shymkent[image: External link]



	FC Shakhter Karagandy[image: External link]
	Karagandy[image: External link]



	FC Tobol[image: External link]
	Kostanay[image: External link]






Kosovo

Main article: List of football clubs in Kosovo[image: External link]



	Country: Kosovo

	Football association: Football Federation of Kosovo[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Kosovo Superliga[image: External link] ( Albanian[image: External link]: Superliga e Kosovës)

	UEFA ranking: none

	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	City



	KF Besa[image: External link]
	Pejë[image: External link]



	KF Drenica[image: External link]
	Skënderaj[image: External link]



	KF Drita[image: External link]
	Gjilan[image: External link]



	KF Ferizaj[image: External link]
	Ferizaj[image: External link]



	KF Feronikeli[image: External link]
	Drenas[image: External link]



	KF Gjilani[image: External link]
	Gjilan[image: External link]



	KF Hajvalia[image: External link]
	Hajvalia[image: External link]



	KF Liria[image: External link]
	Prizren[image: External link]



	KF Llapi[image: External link]
	Podujevë[image: External link]



	KF Prishtina[image: External link]
	Prishtinë[image: External link]



	KF Trepça[image: External link]
	Mitrovicë[image: External link]



	KF Trepça'89[image: External link]
	Mitrovicë[image: External link]




Latvia

Main article: List of football clubs in Latvia[image: External link]



	Country: Latvia

	Football association: Latvian Football Federation[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Latvian Higher League[image: External link] ( Latvian[image: External link]: Virslīga)

	UEFA ranking: 38th[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Clubs and locations as of 2017 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location
	Stadium
	Capicity



	SK Babīte[image: External link]
	Piņķi[image: External link]
	Piņķu stadions
	1,000



	FK Jelgava[image: External link]
	Jelgava[image: External link]
	Zemgales Olimpiskais Sporta Centrs[image: External link]
	1,560



	FK Liepāja[image: External link]
	Liepaja[image: External link]
	Daugava Stadium[image: External link]
	5,000



	FS Metta/LU[image: External link]
	Riga[image: External link]
	Stadions Arkādija[image: External link]
	500



	Riga FC[image: External link]
	Riga[image: External link]
	Skonto Stadium[image: External link]
	9,500



	FK Rīgas Futbola skola[image: External link]
	Riga[image: External link]
	Stadions Arkādija[image: External link]
	500



	FK Spartaks Jūrmala[image: External link]
	Jūrmala[image: External link]
	Slokas Stadium[image: External link]
	2,500



	FK Ventspils[image: External link]
	Ventspils[image: External link]
	Ventspils Olimpiskais Stadions[image: External link]
	3,200






Lithuania

Main article: List of football clubs in Lithuania[image: External link]



	Country: Lithuania

	Football association: Lithuanian Football Federation[image: External link]


	Top-level league: A League[image: External link] ( Lithuanian[image: External link]: A Lyga)

	UEFA ranking: 41st[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Clubs and locations as of 2017 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	FK Atlantas[image: External link]
	Klaipėda[image: External link]



	FK Jonava[image: External link]
	Jonava[image: External link]



	FK Šilas Kazlų Rūda[image: External link]
	Kazlų Rūda[image: External link]



	FC Stumbras[image: External link]
	Kaunas[image: External link]



	FK Sūduva Marijampolė[image: External link]
	Marijampolė[image: External link]



	FK Trakai[image: External link]
	Trakai[image: External link]



	FK Utenis Utena[image: External link]
	Utena[image: External link]



	FK Žalgiris[image: External link]
	Vilnius[image: External link]






Luxembourg

Main article: List of football clubs in Luxembourg[image: External link]



	Country: Luxembourg

	Football association: Luxembourg Football Federation[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Luxembourg National Division[image: External link] ( Luxembourgish[image: External link]: Nationaldivisioun French: Division Nationale)

	UEFA ranking: 44th[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	FC Differdange 03[image: External link]
	Differdange[image: External link]



	F91 Dudelange[image: External link]
	Dudelange[image: External link]



	CS Fola Esch[image: External link]
	Esch-sur-Alzette[image: External link]



	FC RM Hamm Benfica[image: External link]
	Hamm[image: External link]



	FC Jeunesse Canach[image: External link]
	Canach[image: External link]



	Jeunesse Esch[image: External link]
	Esch-sur-Alzette[image: External link]



	UN Käerjéng 97[image: External link]
	
Bascharage[image: External link] (play in Hautcharage[image: External link])



	US Mondorf-les-Bains[image: External link]
	Mondorf-les-Bains[image: External link]



	CS Pétange[image: External link]
	Pétange[image: External link]



	FC Progrès Niedercorn[image: External link]
	Niederkorn[image: External link]



	Racing FC Union Luxembourg[image: External link]
	Luxembourg City[image: External link]



	US Rumelange[image: External link]
	Rumelange[image: External link]



	FC UNA Strassen[image: External link]
	Strassen[image: External link]



	FC Victoria Rosport[image: External link]
	Rosport[image: External link]






Malta

Main article: List of football clubs in Malta[image: External link]



	Country: Malta

	Football association: Malta Football Association[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Maltese Premier League[image: External link] ( Maltese[image: External link]: Il-Premjer)

	UEFA ranking: 45th[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	Balzan F.C.[image: External link]
	Balzan[image: External link]



	Birkirkara F.C.[image: External link]
	Birkirkara[image: External link]



	Floriana F.C.[image: External link]
	Floriana[image: External link]



	Gżira United F.C.[image: External link]
	Gżira[image: External link]



	Hamrun Spartans F.C.[image: External link]
	Ħamrun[image: External link]



	Hibernians F.C.[image: External link]
	Paola[image: External link]



	Mosta F.C.[image: External link]
	Mosta[image: External link]



	Pembroke Athleta F.C.[image: External link]
	Pembroke[image: External link]



	St. Andrews F.C.[image: External link]
	St. Andrew's[image: External link]



	Sliema Wanderers F.C.[image: External link]
	Sliema[image: External link]



	Tarxien Rainbows F.C.[image: External link]
	Tarxien[image: External link]



	Valletta F.C.[image: External link]
	Valletta[image: External link]






Moldova

Main article: List of football clubs in Moldova[image: External link]



	Country: Republic of Moldova

	Football association: Football Association of Moldova[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Moldovan National Division[image: External link] ( Moldovan[image: External link]: Divizia Naţională)

	UEFA ranking: 31st[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	FC Dacia Chișinău[image: External link]
	Chișinău[image: External link]



	FC Dinamo-Auto Tiraspol[image: External link]
	Tiraspol[image: External link]



	FC Milsami[image: External link]
	Orhei[image: External link]



	FC Petrocub Hîncești[image: External link]
	Hîncești[image: External link]



	FC Sheriff Tiraspol[image: External link]
	Tiraspol[image: External link]



	Speranța Nisporeni[image: External link]
	Nisporeni[image: External link]



	FC Spicul Chișcăreni[image: External link]
	Chișcăreni[image: External link]



	CS Moldova-03 Ungheni[image: External link]
	Ungheni[image: External link]



	FC Zaria Bălți[image: External link]
	Bălți[image: External link]



	FC Zimbru Chișinău[image: External link]
	Chișinău[image: External link]






Montenegro

Main article: List of football clubs in Montenegro[image: External link]



	Country: Montenegro

	Football association: Football Association of Montenegro[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Montenegrin First League[image: External link] ( Montenegrin[image: External link]: Prva crnogorska fudbalska liga)

	UEFA ranking: 39th[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	FK Bokelj Kotor[image: External link]
	Kotor[image: External link]



	FK Budućnost Podgorica[image: External link]
	Podgorica[image: External link]



	FK Dečić[image: External link]
	Tuzi[image: External link]



	OFK Grbalj[image: External link]
	Kotor[image: External link]



	FK Iskra Danilovgrad[image: External link]
	Danilovgrad[image: External link]



	FK Jedinstvo Bijelo Polje[image: External link]
	Bijelo Polje[image: External link]



	FK Lovćen[image: External link]
	Cetinje[image: External link]



	FK Mladost Podgorica[image: External link]
	Podgorica[image: External link]



	OFK Petrovac[image: External link]
	Petrovac[image: External link]



	FK Rudar[image: External link]
	Pljevlja[image: External link]



	FK Sutjeska[image: External link]
	Nikšić[image: External link]



	FK Zeta[image: External link]
	Golubovci[image: External link]






Netherlands

Main article: List of football clubs in the Netherlands[image: External link]



	Country: Netherlands

	Football association: Royal Dutch Football Association[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Eredivisie[image: External link] (Honorary Division)

	UEFA ranking: 8th[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	ADO Den Haag[image: External link]
	The Hague[image: External link]



	AFC Ajax[image: External link]
	Amsterdam



	AZ Alkmaar[image: External link]
	Alkmaar[image: External link]



	SBV Excelsior[image: External link]
	Rotterdam



	Feyenoord[image: External link]
	Rotterdam



	Go Ahead Eagles[image: External link]
	Deventer[image: External link]



	FC Groningen[image: External link]
	Groningen[image: External link]



	SC Heerenveen[image: External link]
	Heerenveen[image: External link]



	Heracles Almelo[image: External link]
	Almelo[image: External link]



	NEC[image: External link]
	Nijmegen[image: External link]



	PEC Zwolle[image: External link]
	Zwolle[image: External link]



	PSV Eindhoven[image: External link]
	Eindhoven[image: External link]



	Roda JC Kerkrade[image: External link]
	Kerkrade[image: External link]



	Sparta Rotterdam[image: External link]
	Rotterdam



	FC Twente[image: External link]
	Enschede[image: External link]



	FC Utrecht[image: External link]
	Utrecht[image: External link]



	Vitesse[image: External link]
	Arnhem[image: External link]



	Willem II[image: External link]
	Tilburg[image: External link]






Northern Ireland

Main article: List of football clubs in Northern Ireland[image: External link]



	Country: Northern Ireland

	Football association: Irish Football Association[image: External link]


	Top-level league: NIFL Premiership[image: External link]


	UEFA ranking: 47th[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	Ards F.C.[image: External link]
	Bangor[image: External link]



	Ballinamallard United F.C.[image: External link]
	Ballinamallard[image: External link]



	Ballymena United F.C.[image: External link]
	Ballymena[image: External link]



	Carrick Rangers F.C.[image: External link]
	Carrickfergus[image: External link]



	Cliftonville F.C.[image: External link]
	Belfast[image: External link]



	Coleraine F.C.[image: External link]
	Coleraine[image: External link]



	Crusaders F.C.[image: External link]
	Belfast[image: External link]



	Dungannon Swifts F.C.[image: External link]
	Dungannon[image: External link]



	Glenavon F.C.[image: External link]
	Lurgan[image: External link]



	Glentoran F.C.[image: External link]
	Belfast[image: External link]



	Linfield F.C.[image: External link]
	Belfast[image: External link]



	Portadown F.C.[image: External link]
	Portadown[image: External link]





	
Derry City F.C.[image: External link], a club from Northern Ireland, has competed in the Republic of Ireland's football league system, the League of Ireland[image: External link], since 1985.





Norway

Main article: List of football clubs in Norway[image: External link]



	Country: Norway

	Football association: Football Association of Norway[image: External link] (NFF)

	Top-level league: Norwegian Premier League[image: External link] (Norwegian: Eliteserien)

	UEFA ranking: 26th[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Clubs and locations as of 2017 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	Aalesund[image: External link]
	Ålesund[image: External link]



	Brann[image: External link]
	Bergen[image: External link]



	Haugesund[image: External link]
	Haugesund[image: External link]



	Kristiansund[image: External link]
	Kristiansund[image: External link]



	Lillestrøm[image: External link]
	Lillestrøm[image: External link]



	Molde[image: External link]
	Molde[image: External link]



	Odd[image: External link]
	Skien[image: External link]



	Rosenborg[image: External link]
	Trondheim[image: External link]



	Sandefjord[image: External link]
	Sandefjord[image: External link]



	Sarpsborg 08[image: External link]
	Sarpsborg[image: External link]



	Sogndal[image: External link]
	Sogndal[image: External link]



	Stabæk[image: External link]
	Bærum[image: External link]



	Strømsgodset[image: External link]
	Drammen[image: External link]



	Tromsø[image: External link]
	Tromsø[image: External link]



	Vålerenga[image: External link]
	Oslo[image: External link]



	Viking[image: External link]
	Stavanger[image: External link]






Poland

Main article: List of football clubs in Poland[image: External link]



	Country: Poland

	Football association: Polish Football Association[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Ekstraklasa[image: External link]


	UEFA ranking: 19th[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	Arka Gdynia[image: External link]
	Gdynia[image: External link]



	Cracovia[image: External link]
	Kraków[image: External link]



	Górnik Łęczna[image: External link]
	Łęczna[image: External link]



	Jagiellonia Białystok[image: External link]
	Białystok[image: External link]



	Korona Kielce[image: External link]
	Kielce[image: External link]



	Lech Poznań[image: External link]
	Poznań[image: External link]



	Lechia Gdańsk[image: External link]
	Gdańsk[image: External link]



	Legia Warszawa[image: External link]
	Warsaw[image: External link]



	Piast Gliwice[image: External link]
	Gliwice[image: External link]



	Pogoń Szczecin[image: External link]
	Szczecin[image: External link]



	Ruch Chorzów[image: External link]
	Chorzów[image: External link]



	Śląsk Wrocław[image: External link]
	Wrocław[image: External link]



	Termalica Bruk-Bet Nieciecza[image: External link]
	Nieciecza[image: External link]



	Wisła Kraków[image: External link]
	Kraków[image: External link]



	Wisła Płock[image: External link]
	Płock[image: External link]



	Zagłębie Lubin[image: External link]
	Lubin[image: External link]






Portugal

Main article: List of football clubs in Portugal[image: External link]



	Country: Portugal

	Football association: Portuguese Football Federation[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Primeira Liga[image: External link] (English: Premier League)

	UEFA ranking: 5th[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	F.C. Arouca[image: External link]
	Arouca[image: External link]



	C.F. Os Belenenses[image: External link]
	Lisbon



	S.L. Benfica[image: External link]
	Lisbon



	Boavista F.C.[image: External link]
	Porto



	S.C. Braga[image: External link]
	Braga[image: External link]



	G.D. Chaves[image: External link]
	Chaves[image: External link]



	G.D. Estoril[image: External link]
	Estoril[image: External link]



	C.D. Feirense[image: External link]
	Santa Maria da Feira[image: External link]



	C.S. Marítimo[image: External link]
	Funchal[image: External link]



	Moreirense F.C.[image: External link]
	Moreira de Cónegos[image: External link]



	C.D. Nacional[image: External link]
	Funchal[image: External link]



	F.C. Paços de Ferreira[image: External link]
	Paços de Ferreira[image: External link]



	F.C. Porto[image: External link]
	Porto



	Rio Ave F.C.[image: External link]
	Vila do Conde[image: External link]



	Sporting C.P.[image: External link]
	Lisbon



	C.D. Tondela[image: External link]
	Tondela[image: External link]



	Vitória S.C.[image: External link]
	Guimarães[image: External link]



	Vitória F.C.[image: External link]
	Setúbal[image: External link]






Republic of Ireland


	Country: Republic of Ireland[image: External link]


	Football association: Football Association of Ireland[image: External link]


	Top-level league: League of Ireland Premier Division[image: External link] ( Irish[image: External link]: Príomhroinn Sraith na hÉireann)

	UEFA ranking: 43rd[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Clubs and locations as of 2017 season[image: External link]:



	Team
	Home city/suburb
	Stadium
	Capacity



	Bohemians[image: External link]
	Phibsborough[image: External link]
	Dalymount Park[image: External link]
	8,000



	Bray Wanderers[image: External link]
	Bray[image: External link]
	Carlisle Grounds[image: External link]
	7,000



	Cork City[image: External link]
	Cork[image: External link]
	Turners Cross[image: External link]
	7,500



	Derry City[image: External link]
	Derry[image: External link]
	Brandywell Stadium[image: External link]
	7,700



	Drogheda United[image: External link]
	Drogheda[image: External link]
	United Park[image: External link]
	2,000



	Dundalk[image: External link]
	Dundalk[image: External link]
	Oriel Park[image: External link]
	4,500



	Finn Harps[image: External link]
	Ballybofey[image: External link]
	Finn Park[image: External link]
	6,000



	Galway United[image: External link]
	Galway[image: External link]
	Eamonn Deacy Park[image: External link]
	5,000



	Limerick[image: External link]
	Limerick[image: External link]
	Markets Field[image: External link]
	5,000



	Shamrock Rovers[image: External link]
	Tallaght[image: External link]
	Tallaght Stadium[image: External link]
	6,000



	Sligo Rovers[image: External link]
	Sligo[image: External link]
	The Showgrounds[image: External link]
	4,500



	St Patrick's Athletic[image: External link]
	Inchicore[image: External link]
	Richmond Park[image: External link]
	5,350







Republic of Macedonia

Main article: List of football clubs in the Republic of Macedonia[image: External link]



	Country: Republic of Macedonia

	Football association: Football Federation of Macedonia[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Macedonian First Football League[image: External link] ( Macedonian[image: External link]: Прва македонска Фудбалска Лига)

	UEFA ranking: 42nd[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	FK Bregalnica[image: External link]
	Štip[image: External link]



	FK Makedonija GjP[image: External link]
	Skopje[image: External link]



	FK Pelister[image: External link]
	Bitola[image: External link]



	FK Pobeda[image: External link]
	Prilep[image: External link]



	FK Rabotnički[image: External link]
	Skopje[image: External link]



	FK Renova[image: External link]
	Džepčište[image: External link]



	FK Shkëndija[image: External link]
	Tetovo[image: External link]



	FK Shkupi[image: External link]
	Skopje[image: External link]



	FK Sileks[image: External link]
	Kratovo[image: External link]



	FK Vardar[image: External link]
	Skopje[image: External link]






Romania

Main article: List of football clubs in Romania[image: External link]



	Country: Romania

	Football association: Romanian Football Federation[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Liga I[image: External link]


	UEFA ranking: 15th[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	FC Astra Giurgiu[image: External link]
	Giurgiu[image: External link]



	FC Botoșani[image: External link]
	Botoșani[image: External link]



	CFR Cluj[image: External link]
	Cluj-Napoca[image: External link]



	CS Concordia Chiajna[image: External link]
	Chiajna[image: External link]



	CSM Studențesc Iași[image: External link]
	Iași[image: External link]



	CS Universitatea Craiova[image: External link]
	Craiova[image: External link]



	FC Dinamo București[image: External link]
	Bucharest



	CS Gaz Metan Mediaș[image: External link]
	Mediaș[image: External link]



	CS Pandurii Târgu Jiu[image: External link]
	Târgu Jiu[image: External link]



	FC Rapid București[image: External link]
	Bucharest



	FC Steaua București[image: External link]
	Bucharest



	ASA 2013 Târgu Mureș[image: External link]
	Târgu Mureș[image: External link]



	FC Viitorul Constanța[image: External link]
	Constanța[image: External link]



	FC Voluntari[image: External link]
	Voluntari[image: External link]






Russia

Main article: List of football clubs in Russia[image: External link]



	Country: Russia

	Football association: Football Union of Russia[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Russian Football Premier League[image: External link] ( Russian[image: External link]: Российская футбольная премьер-лига)

	UEFA ranking: 7th[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	FC Amkar[image: External link]
	Perm[image: External link]



	FC Anzhi[image: External link]
	Makhachkala[image: External link]



	FC Arsenal Tula[image: External link]
	Tula[image: External link]



	PFC CSKA Moscow[image: External link]
	Moscow[image: External link]



	FC Krasnodar[image: External link]
	Krasnodar[image: External link]



	FC Krylia Sovetov Samara[image: External link]
	Samara[image: External link]



	FC Lokomotiv Moscow[image: External link]
	Moscow[image: External link]



	FC Orenburg[image: External link]
	Orenburg[image: External link]



	FC Rostov[image: External link]
	Rostov-on-Don[image: External link]



	FC Rubin[image: External link]
	Kazan[image: External link]



	FC Spartak Moscow[image: External link]
	Moscow[image: External link]



	FC Terek[image: External link]
	Grozny[image: External link]



	FC Tom[image: External link]
	Tomsk[image: External link]



	FC Ufa[image: External link]
	Ufa[image: External link]



	FC Ural[image: External link]
	Yekaterinburg[image: External link]



	FC Zenit Saint Petersburg[image: External link]
	Saint Petersburg[image: External link]






San Marino


	Country: San Marino

	Football association: San Marino Football Federation[image: External link]


	League: Sammarinese Football Championship[image: External link] ( Italian[image: External link]: Campionato Sammarinese di Calcio)

	UEFA ranking: 52nd[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




This is a complete list of football clubs in San Marino (as San Marino has only one level domestic amateur league), apart from San Marino Calcio[image: External link], the only professional Sammarinese club, which as of 2016–17[image: External link] competes in Serie D[image: External link], the fourth level of the Italian football league system[image: External link].

Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season:[44]



	Club
	Location



	S.P. Cailungo[image: External link]
	Borgo Maggiore[image: External link]



	S.S. Cosmos[image: External link]
	Serravalle[image: External link]



	F.C. Domagnano[image: External link]
	Domagnano[image: External link]



	S.C. Faetano[image: External link]
	Faetano[image: External link]



	F.C. Fiorentino[image: External link]
	Fiorentino[image: External link]



	S.S. Folgore/Falciano[image: External link]
	Serravalle[image: External link]



	A.C. Juvenes/Dogana[image: External link]
	Serravalle[image: External link]



	S.P. La Fiorita[image: External link]
	Montegiardino[image: External link]



	A.C. Libertas[image: External link]
	Borgo Maggiore[image: External link]



	S.S. Murata[image: External link]
	San Marino[image: External link]



	S.S. Pennarossa[image: External link]
	Chiesanuova[image: External link]



	S.S. San Giovanni[image: External link]
	Borgo Maggiore[image: External link]



	S.P. Tre Fiori[image: External link]
	Fiorentino[image: External link]



	S.P. Tre Penne[image: External link]
	Serravalle[image: External link]



	S.S. Virtus[image: External link]
	Acquaviva[image: External link]






Scotland

Main article: List of football clubs in Scotland[image: External link]



	Country: Scotland

	Football association: Scottish Football Association[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Scottish Premiership[image: External link] ( Scots[image: External link]: Scots Premiership)

	UEFA ranking: 23rd[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	Aberdeen F.C.[image: External link]
	Aberdeen[image: External link]



	Celtic F.C.[image: External link]
	Glasgow[image: External link]



	Dundee F.C.[image: External link]
	Dundee[image: External link]



	Hamilton Academical F.C.[image: External link]
	Hamilton[image: External link]



	Heart of Midlothian F.C.[image: External link]
	Edinburgh[image: External link]



	Inverness Caledonian Thistle F.C.[image: External link]
	Inverness[image: External link]



	Kilmarnock F.C.[image: External link]
	Kilmarnock[image: External link]



	Motherwell F.C.[image: External link]
	Motherwell[image: External link]



	Partick Thistle F.C.[image: External link]
	Glasgow[image: External link]



	Rangers F.C.[image: External link]
	Glasgow[image: External link]



	Ross County F.C.[image: External link]
	Dingwall[image: External link]



	St Johnstone F.C.[image: External link]
	Perth[image: External link]






Serbia

Main article: List of football clubs in Serbia[image: External link]



	Country: Serbia

	Football association: Football Association of Serbia[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Serbian SuperLiga[image: External link] ( Serbian[image: External link]: Суперлига Србије)

	UEFA ranking: 27th[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	FK Bačka Bačka Palanka[image: External link]
	Bačka Palanka[image: External link]



	FK Borac Čačak[image: External link]
	Čačak[image: External link]



	FK Čukarički[image: External link]
	Belgrade



	FK Javor Ivanjica[image: External link]
	Ivanjica[image: External link]



	FK Metalac Gornji Milanovac[image: External link]
	Gornji Milanovac[image: External link]



	FK Mladost Lučani[image: External link]
	Lučani[image: External link]



	FK Napredak Kruševac[image: External link]
	Kruševac[image: External link]



	FK Novi Pazar[image: External link]
	Novi Pazar[image: External link]



	FK Partizan[image: External link]
	Belgrade



	FK Rad[image: External link]
	Belgrade



	FK Radnički Niš[image: External link]
	Niš[image: External link]



	FK Radnik Surdulica[image: External link]
	Surdulica[image: External link]



	FK Crvena Zvezda[image: External link]
	Belgrade



	FK Spartak Subotica[image: External link]
	Subotica[image: External link]



	FK Vojvodina[image: External link]
	Novi Sad[image: External link]



	FK Voždovac[image: External link]
	Belgrade






Slovakia

Main article: List of football clubs in Slovakia[image: External link]



	Country: Slovakia

	Football association: Slovak Football Association[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Slovak Super Liga[image: External link] ( Slovak[image: External link]: Fortuna Liga)

	UEFA ranking: 30th[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	FK DAC 1904 Dunajská Streda[image: External link]
	Dunajská Streda[image: External link]



	MFK Zemplín Michalovce[image: External link]
	Michalovce[image: External link]



	ŽP Šport Podbrezová[image: External link]
	Podbrezová[image: External link]



	MFK Ružomberok[image: External link]
	Ružomberok[image: External link]



	FK Senica[image: External link]
	Senica[image: External link]



	ŠK Slovan Bratislava[image: External link]
	Bratislava[image: External link]



	Spartak Myjava[image: External link]
	Myjava[image: External link]



	FC Spartak Trnava[image: External link]
	Trnava[image: External link]



	1. FC Tatran Prešov[image: External link]
	Prešov[image: External link]



	FK AS Trenčín[image: External link]
	Trenčín[image: External link]



	MŠK Žilina[image: External link]
	Žilina[image: External link]



	FC ViOn Zlaté Moravce[image: External link]
	Zlaté Moravce[image: External link]






Slovenia

Main article: List of football clubs in Slovenia[image: External link]



	Country: Slovenia

	Football association: Football Association of Slovenia[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Slovenian PrvaLiga[image: External link] ( Slovene[image: External link]: Prva Slovenska nogometna liga, literally "First Slovenian Football League")

	UEFA ranking: 29th[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	NK Aluminij[image: External link]
	Kidričevo[image: External link]



	NK Celje[image: External link]
	Celje[image: External link]



	NK Domžale[image: External link]
	Domžale[image: External link]



	ND Gorica[image: External link]
	Nova Gorica[image: External link]



	FC Koper[image: External link]
	Koper[image: External link]



	NK Krško[image: External link]
	Krško[image: External link]



	NK Maribor[image: External link]
	Maribor[image: External link]



	NK Olimpija[image: External link]
	Ljubljana[image: External link]



	NK Radomlje[image: External link]
	Radomlje[image: External link]



	NK Rudar Velenje[image: External link]
	Velenje[image: External link]






Spain

Main article: List of football clubs in Spain[image: External link]



	Country: Spain

	Football association: Royal Spanish Football Federation[image: External link]


	Top-level league: La Liga[image: External link]


	UEFA ranking: 1st[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	Deportivo Alavés[image: External link]
	Vitoria-Gasteiz[image: External link]



	Athletic Club[image: External link]
	Bilbao[image: External link]



	Atlético de Madrid[image: External link]
	Madrid[image: External link]



	FC Barcelona[image: External link]
	Barcelona[image: External link]



	Real Betis Balompié[image: External link]
	Seville[image: External link]



	RC Celta de Vigo[image: External link]
	Vigo[image: External link]



	RC Deportivo de La Coruña[image: External link]
	A Coruña[image: External link]



	SD Eibar[image: External link]
	Eibar[image: External link]



	RCD Espanyol[image: External link]
	Cornellà de Llobregat[image: External link]



	Granada CF[image: External link]
	Granada[image: External link]



	UD Las Palmas[image: External link]
	Las Palmas[image: External link]



	CD Leganés[image: External link]
	Leganés[image: External link]



	Málaga CF[image: External link]
	Málaga[image: External link]



	CA Osasuna[image: External link]
	Pamplona[image: External link]



	Real Madrid C.F.[image: External link]
	Madrid[image: External link]



	Real Sociedad[image: External link]
	San Sebastián[image: External link]



	Sevilla FC[image: External link]
	Seville[image: External link]



	Real Sporting de Gijón[image: External link]
	Gijón[image: External link]



	Valencia CF[image: External link]
	Valencia



	Villarreal CF[image: External link]
	Vila-real[image: External link]






Sweden

Main article: List of football clubs in Sweden[image: External link]



	Country: Sweden

	Football association: Swedish Football Association[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Allsvenskan[image: External link] (The All-Swedish)

	UEFA ranking: 24th[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




A Swedish championship was first organised in 1896, and the champions were decided by a knockout cup format until 1925, when Allsvenskan was formed.[45] Sweden was one of the founding members of UEFA in 1954.[46] As of the most recently completed 2016 season[image: External link], Malmö FF[image: External link] have won the most national titles with 19, followed by IFK Göteborg[image: External link] with 18 and IFK Norrköping[image: External link] with 13. Malmö also have the most league titles, with 22 to 13 for both IFK Götebörg and IFK Norrköping. Since 2008[image: External link],[47] 16 teams compete in Allsvenskan. They each play one another home and away, for a total of 30 games. The bottom two teams are relegated to the Superettan[image: External link] (The Super One), and the 14th-placed Allsvenskan team enters into a relegation playoff with the 3rd-placed Superettan team to decide which will play in Allsvenskan for the following season.[48]

Clubs and locations as of 2017 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	AFC United[image: External link]
	Eskilstuna[image: External link]



	AIK[image: External link]
	Stockholm[image: External link]



	Djurgårdens IF[image: External link]
	Stockholm[image: External link]



	IF Elfsborg[image: External link]
	Borås[image: External link]



	GIF Sundsvall[image: External link]
	Sundsvall[image: External link]



	IFK Göteborg[image: External link]
	Gothenburg[image: External link]



	BK Häcken[image: External link]
	Gothenburg[image: External link]



	Halmstads BK[image: External link]
	Halmstad[image: External link]



	Hammarby IF[image: External link]
	Stockholm[image: External link]



	Jönköpings Södra IF[image: External link]
	Jönköping[image: External link]



	Kalmar FF[image: External link]
	Kalmar[image: External link]



	Malmö FF[image: External link]
	Malmö



	IFK Norrköping[image: External link]
	Norrköping[image: External link]



	Örebro SK[image: External link]
	Örebro[image: External link]



	Östersunds FK[image: External link]
	Östersunds[image: External link]



	IK Sirius[image: External link]
	Uppsala[image: External link]






Switzerland

Main article: List of football clubs in Switzerland[image: External link]



	Country: Switzerland

	Football association: Swiss Football Association[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Swiss Super League[image: External link] (German: Schweizer Fussballmeisterschaft)

	UEFA ranking: 11th[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	FC Basel[image: External link]
	Basel[image: External link]



	Grasshopper Club Zürich[image: External link]
	Zurich[image: External link]



	FC Lausanne-Sport[image: External link]
	Lausanne[image: External link]



	FC Lugano[image: External link]
	Lugano[image: External link]



	FC Luzern[image: External link]
	Lucerne[image: External link]



	FC Sion[image: External link]
	Sion[image: External link]



	FC St. Gallen[image: External link]
	St. Gallen[image: External link]



	FC Thun[image: External link]
	Thun[image: External link]



	FC Vaduz[image: External link]
	
Vaduz[image: External link], Liechtenstein[image: External link]




	BSC Young Boys[image: External link]
	Bern






Turkey

Main article: List of football clubs in Turkey[image: External link]



	Country: Turkey

	Football association: Turkish Football Federation[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Süper Lig[image: External link] (English: Super League)

	UEFA ranking: 12th[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Turkish football operated on a regional basis until the 1950s. A national knockout tournament took place in 1957 and 1958, to decide European qualification. The Turkish Football Federation retrospectively recognised these tournaments as deciding the Turkish champions; both competitions were won by Beşiktaş J.K.[49] A national league was formed in 1959, and has been held annually from then onwards.[49] Since the formation of a national league, the most successful teams are Galatasaray and Fenerbahçe, with 20 and 19 league titles respectively as of the most recently completed 2015–16 season[image: External link]. Currently, 18 teams compete in the Süper Lig. Each team plays the other teams home and away, with the bottom three teams relegated to the TFF First League[image: External link] for the following season.[50]

Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Team
	Home city
	Stadium
	Capacity



	Adanaspor[image: External link]
	Adana[image: External link]
	KozArena[image: External link]
	36,117



	Akhisar Belediyespor[image: External link]
	Manisa[image: External link]
	Manisa 19 Mayıs Stadium[image: External link]
	16,597



	Alanyaspor[image: External link]
	Alanya[image: External link]
	Bahçeşehir Okulları Arena[image: External link]
	10,842



	Antalyaspor[image: External link]
	Antalya[image: External link]
	New Antalya Stadium[image: External link]
	33,539



	Beşiktaş[image: External link]
	İstanbul[image: External link]
	Vodafone Arena[image: External link]
	41,903



	Bursaspor[image: External link]
	Bursa[image: External link]
	Timsah Arena[image: External link]
	45,000



	Çaykur Rizespor[image: External link]
	Rize[image: External link]
	Yeni Rize Şehir Stadı[image: External link]
	15,558



	Fenerbahçe[image: External link]
	İstanbul[image: External link]
	Şükrü Saracoğlu Stadium[image: External link]
	50,509



	Galatasaray[image: External link]
	İstanbul[image: External link]
	Türk Telekom Arena[image: External link]
	52,652



	Gaziantepspor[image: External link]
	Gaziantep[image: External link]
	New Gaıantep Arena[image: External link]
	35,574



	Gençlerbirliği[image: External link]
	Ankara[image: External link]
	Ankara 19 Mayıs Stadium[image: External link]
	19,209



	İstanbul Başakşehir[image: External link]
	İstanbul[image: External link]
	Başakşehir Arena[image: External link]
	17,801



	Karabükspor[image: External link]
	Karabük[image: External link]
	Dr. Necmettin Şeyhoğlu Stadium[image: External link]
	14,000



	Kasımpaşa[image: External link]
	İstanbul[image: External link]
	Recep Tayyip Erdoğan Stadium[image: External link]
	14,234



	Kayserispor[image: External link]
	Kayseri[image: External link]
	Kadir Has Stadium[image: External link]
	32,864



	Torku Konyaspor[image: External link]
	Konya[image: External link]
	Torku Arena[image: External link]
	42,276



	Osmanlıspor[image: External link]
	Ankara[image: External link]
	Yenikent Asaş Stadium[image: External link]
	20,071



	Trabzonspor[image: External link]
	Trabzon[image: External link]
	Medical Park Arena[image: External link]
	41,513








Ukraine

Main article: List of football clubs in Ukraine[image: External link]



	Country: Ukraine

	Football association: Football Federation of Ukraine[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Ukrainian Premier League[image: External link] ( Ukrainian[image: External link]: Прем'єр-ліга)

	UEFA ranking: 8th[51]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




As a member of the Soviet Union, Ukraine's league operated as a feeder to the national Soviet leagues, meaning that until 1992 the strongest Ukrainian teams did not take part.[52] The Football Federation of Ukraine was formed shortly after the country achieved independence in 1991, and gained UEFA membership the following year.[53] Since the formation of a national league, FC Dynamo Kyiv[image: External link] have won 15 titles, FC Shakhtar Donetsk[image: External link] nine, and SC Tavriya Simferopol[image: External link] one, as of the most recently completed 2015–16 season[image: External link].[52]

Through the 2013–14 season, 16 teams participated in the Premier League. However, during that season's winter break, the Euromaidan[image: External link] protests began, soon followed by Russia's annexation of the Crimean peninsula[image: External link] and the still-ongoing war in the country's east[image: External link]. These developments led to the league dropping to 14 teams in 2014–15 and 12 in 2016–17.

Beginning with the 2016–17 season, the league season is divided into two stages. In the first stage, the teams play one another home and away, after which the league splits into two groups, each playing a home-and-away schedule within the group and with table points carrying over intact. The top six teams play to determine the league champion and European qualifying spots, while the bottom six teams play to avoid relegation, with the bottom two at the end of the second stage dropping to the Ukrainian First League[image: External link].[54][55]

Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	FC Chornomorets Odesa[image: External link]
	Odessa[image: External link]



	FC Dnipro Dnipropetrovsk[image: External link]
	Dnipropetrovsk[image: External link]



	FC Dynamo Kyiv[image: External link]
	Kyiv[image: External link]



	FC Karpaty Lviv[image: External link]
	Lviv[image: External link]



	FC Oleksandriya[image: External link]
	Oleksandriia[image: External link]



	FC Olimpik Donetsk[image: External link]
	Donetsk[image: External link]



	FC Shakhtar Donetsk[image: External link]
	Donetsk[image: External link]



	FC Stal Kamianske[image: External link]
	Kamianske[image: External link]



	FC Volyn Lutsk[image: External link]
	Lutsk[image: External link]



	FC Vorskla Poltava[image: External link]
	Poltava[image: External link]



	FC Zirka Kropyvnytskyi[image: External link]
	Kropyvnytskyi[image: External link]



	FC Zorya Luhansk[image: External link]
	Luhansk[image: External link]






Wales

Main article: List of football clubs in Wales[image: External link]



	Country: Wales

	Football association: Football Association of Wales[image: External link]


	Top-level league: Welsh Premier League[image: External link] ( Welsh[image: External link]: Cynghrair Cymru)

	UEFA ranking: 50th[6]


	Soccerway profile: here[image: External link]




Although Wales joined UEFA in 1954, Welsh football operated on a regional basis until 1992, with no national championship.[56][57] Several Welsh clubs play not in the Welsh football league system[image: External link], but in the English football league system[image: External link]. Currently, one Welsh club, Swansea City[image: External link], competes in the Premier League[image: External link]. Another Welsh club, Cardiff City[image: External link], was relegated to the second level, the Football League Championship[image: External link], at the end of the 2013–14 season. Four other Welsh clubs participate lower down the English football league system: Newport County A.F.C.[image: External link], Wrexham F.C.[image: External link], Colwyn Bay F.C.[image: External link] and Merthyr Town F.C.[image: External link]. Despite competing in Football Association competitions, the latter four are under the jurisdiction of the Football Association of Wales.[58] Until 2011 Swansea City and Cardiff City had similar arrangements with the FAW but are now under the jurisdiction of The Football Association.[59] The most successful Welsh club since the formation of the Welsh Premier League is The New Saints[image: External link], with 8 league titles.[57] As of 2014–15[image: External link], 12 teams compete in the Welsh Premier league. Relegation to and promotion from lower regional leagues is in part dictated by whether or not clubs can obtain a Premier League licence; only clubs able to obtain a licence are eligible for promotion, and clubs which fail to obtain one are relegated regardless of their final league position.[60]

Clubs and locations as of 2016–17 season[image: External link]:



	Club
	Location



	Aberystwyth Town F.C.[image: External link]
	Aberystwyth[image: External link]



	Airbus UK Broughton F.C.[image: External link]
	Broughton[image: External link]



	Bala Town F.C.[image: External link]
	Bala[image: External link]



	Bangor City F.C.[image: External link]
	Bangor[image: External link]



	Cardiff Metropolitan University F.C.[image: External link]
	Cardiff[image: External link]



	Carmarthen Town A.F.C.[image: External link]
	Carmarthen[image: External link]



	Cefn Druids A.F.C.[image: External link]
	Wrexham[image: External link]



	Connah's Quay Nomads F.C.[image: External link]
	Connah's Quay[image: External link]



	Llandudno F.C.[image: External link]
	Llandudno[image: External link]



	Newtown A.F.C.[image: External link]
	Newtown[image: External link]



	Rhyl F.C.[image: External link]
	Rhyl[image: External link]



	The New Saints F.C.[image: External link]
	
Oswestry[image: External link], England[W 1]







	
^ In 2003, Total Network Solutions F.C., representing Llansantffraid, merged with Oswestry Town F.C., an English club that had historically played in the Welsh football structure. The merged club, which became The New Saints in 2006, played in Llansantffraid until moving to a ground in Oswestry starting with the 2007–08 season. The two communities are 8 miles/13 km apart.[61]






See also


	List of top-division football clubs in AFC countries[image: External link]

	List of top-division football clubs in CAF countries

	List of top-division football clubs in CONCACAF countries

	List of top-division football clubs in CONMEBOL countries

	List of top-division football clubs in OFC countries

	List of top-division football clubs in non-FIFA countries[image: External link]
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Hugo Meisl






Hugo Meisl (16 November 1881 ( Maleschau[image: External link], Bohemia[image: External link]) – 17 February 1937), brother of the journalist Willy Meisl[image: External link], was the multi-lingual football[image: External link] coach of the famous Austrian ' Wunderteam[image: External link]' of the early 1930s, as well as a referee[image: External link].
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 Background




Meisl was born to a Jewish[image: External link] family in Bohemia[image: External link], starting out as a bank clerk after moving to Vienna[image: External link] in 1893 but soon developed an interest in football finding employment as an administrator with the Austrian Football Association when he was in his early 30s, rising to the position of General Secretary.[1] In the 1912 Olympic Games[image: External link] in Stockholm[image: External link], Meisl appeared as a match referee. He had previously refereed the first international match between Hungary[image: External link] and England[image: External link] on 10 June 1908.[2]
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 Interest in football




Meisl's enthusiasm for the game resulted in the development of a Central European club tournament: the Mitropa Cup[image: External link], the development of the Central European International Cup[image: External link] and the development of professional League football in Austria in 1924.[3] His interest in football led him to develop friendships throughout Europe most notably with Vittorio Pozzo[image: External link] in Italy[image: External link] and Herbert Chapman[image: External link] in England. Another English coach, Jimmy Hogan[image: External link], who worked in Vienna[image: External link], helped Meisl develop a technique for dispensing with aerial passing and placing emphasis on groundwork.
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 Austrian 'Wunderteam'




Meisl became coach of the Austrian national side in 1913 alongside Heinrich Retschury[image: External link], assuming full control in 1919 and oversaw their rise to prominence in the late 1920s and early 1930s. The 14-match unbeaten run of the Austrian national side from 12 April 1931 until 7 December 1932 placed the Austrians at the forefront of international football; they had routed most of their European rivals. Among their players was Matthias Sindelar[image: External link], the man of paper, 'Der Papierene', known for his ability to glide past rough challengers. On 11 February 1934 the Austrians beat Italy[image: External link] in Turin 4-2 (3-0 at half-time) in the Central European International Cup[image: External link] competition: a defeat that signalled the end of the international career of the Italian captain Umberto Caligaris[image: External link] and rightly made the Austrians one of the strong favourites going into the 1934 World Cup[image: External link].
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 1934 World Cup




During that tournament Austria renewed their rivalry with their neighbours Hungary[image: External link] in a game that saw one player sent-off, a penalty awarded to Hungary and an injury to Johann Horvath[image: External link] that would rule him out of the semi-final against Italy[image: External link]. The Italians would win that game, an early goal and desperate defending ensuring the hosts won through to the final. A goal would also separate the sides in the Gold-medal match at the 1936 Summer Olympics[image: External link] in Berlin[image: External link]. The second of these games is the only time that Austria have competed in an international final.

Meisl died after suffering a heart-attack in 1937.
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Coupe des Nations






Coupe des Nations 1930 (English: Cup of Nations) was a football tournament in the summer of 1930 in Geneva, Switzerland[image: External link], organized by local club Servette FC. Servette had just won the Swiss championship, and organized this event as a counterpoint to the first World Cup[image: External link] held at the same time in Uruguay, to which only few European countries (Belgium, France, Romania and Yugoslavia) sent a team. The tournament also marked the inauguration of the Stade des Charmilles[image: External link].

Some people regard this competition as a predecessor of UEFA Champions League, since it was the first organized competition for the national champion teams in Europe. The champions of all major European football nations of the pre-war years were invited, except for the British Home Nations[image: External link], who were withdrawn from FIFA at the time.

The competition was won by Hungarian[image: External link] Újpest FC[image: External link] who scored 16 goals and conceded only 1 in 4 games. After winning the Coupe des Nations trophy, Újpest declared themselves 'Champion of the Champions'.

In later years several attempts were made to create a tournament for the Champions of Europe. North-Italian cities were planning to host the competition in 1931, but it was abandoned due to financial reasons.[1] Finally in 1937, during the Paris Expo[image: External link] a tournament was held as a successor of the Geneva tournament, but only two champion teams accepted the invitation.[2] After the tournament Zürich[image: External link], as the host of the 1939 Expo and Rome, the 1942 host[image: External link] made attempts to create the tournament, but both city's attempts failed.[3] The next time that the major European champions were called together was after the 1954 creation of UEFA[image: External link] who started the European Cup in 1955.
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 Participants





	
First Vienna FC[image: External link] (cup winners 1929 and 1930; 3rd in league 1928/29)

	
FC Sète[image: External link] (cup winners 1929/30)

	
AGC Bologna[image: External link] (national champions 1928/29)

	
Go Ahead[image: External link] (national champions 1929/30)

	
Real Unión Irún[image: External link] (cup winners 1927; 6th in league 1929/30)

	
Servette FC (national champions 1929/30)

	
Cercle Bruges KSV[image: External link] (national champions 1929/30)

	
Slavia Prague[image: External link] (national champions 1929/30)

	
SpVgg Fürth[image: External link] (national champions 1929)

	
Újpest FC[image: External link] (national champions 1929/30 and Mitropa Cup winner 1929)



Notes:


	Apparently Real Unión Irún were announced as Spanish champions 1929, which is most certainly wrong (they were 9th in the league 1928/29 and eliminated in the 1/16 finals of the domestic cup).

	Both Bologna and Irún had been allowed to field some players not actually with the club.

	The Greek and Norwegian FAs sent protest letters because their champions had not been invited.

	The tournament was supposed to have 12 participants, but Sheffield Wednesday[image: External link], the English champions, weren't invited because they were withdrawn from FIFA, and S.L. Benfica[image: External link], the Portuguese champions, rejected the invitation.

	Bologna comes too late to the tournament, so the match versus Go Ahead was after the first game of the quarterfinals. The loser of the match gets a bye to the next round.
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 First round






	Date
	Team #1
	Result
	Team #2



	28 June
	Servette[image: External link]
	0 - 7
	First Vienna[image: External link]



	29 June
	Séte[image: External link]
	3 - 4 ( aet[image: External link])
	Fürth[image: External link]



	29 June
	Slavia[image: External link]
	4 - 2
	Cercle Brugge[image: External link]



	30 June
	Újpest[image: External link]
	3 - 1
	Irún[image: External link]



	2 July
	Go Ahead[image: External link]
	0 - 4
	Bologna[image: External link]
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 Consolation Round (losers first round)






	Date
	Team #1
	Result
	Team #2



	1 July
	Servette[image: External link]
	2 - 1
	Cercle Brugge[image: External link]



	1 July
	Irún[image: External link]
	5 - 1
	Sète[image: External link]




(Losing teams eliminated, winners progress to quarterfinals)
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 Quarterfinals






	Date
	Team #1
	Result
	Team #2



	2 July
	First Vienna[image: External link]
	7 - 1
	Fürth[image: External link]



	3 July
	Go Ahead[image: External link]
	0 - 7
	Újpest[image: External link]



	3 July
	Irún[image: External link]
	1 - 2
	Slavia[image: External link]



	4 July
	Servette[image: External link]
	4 - 1
	Bologna[image: External link]
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 Semifinals






	Date
	Team #1
	Result
	Team #2



	5 July
	Újpest[image: External link]
	3 - 0
	Servette[image: External link]



	5 July
	First Vienna[image: External link]
	1 - 3
	Slavia[image: External link]
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 Third place match






	Date
	Team #1
	Result
	Team #2



	6 July
	First Vienna[image: External link]
	5 - 1
	Servette[image: External link]
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 Final






	Date
	Team #1
	Result
	Team #2



	6 July
	Újpest[image: External link]
	3 - 0
	Slavia[image: External link]
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 Match details







	
1930-07-06










	Újpest[image: External link]
	3 – 0
	Slavia Prague[image: External link]



	János Köves  25'  64'  77'

	
	






	

Stade des Charmilles[image: External link], Geneva

Attendance: 22,000

Referee: Stanley Rous[image: External link]













	


	ÚJPEST FC:



	
	



	GK
	
	János Aknai[image: External link]



	DF
	
	Gyula Dudás



	DF
	
	József Fogl III[image: External link] ( c[image: External link])



	MF
	
	Ferenc Borsányi



	MF
	
	Béla Volentik[image: External link]



	MF
	
	János Víg



	FW
	
	Albert Ströck[image: External link]



	FW
	
	István Avar[image: External link]



	FW
	
	János Köves



	FW
	
	Illés Spitz[image: External link]



	FW
	
	Gábor P. Szabó[image: External link]



	Manager:



	Lajos Bányai





	


	SLAVIA PRAGUE:



	
	



	GK
	
	František Plánička[image: External link]



	DF
	
	Adolf Fiala



	DF
	
	Antonín Novák



	MF
	
	Antonín Vodička[image: External link]



	MF
	
	Adolf Šimperský[image: External link]



	MF
	
	Václav Šubrt



	FW
	
	František Junek[image: External link]



	FW
	
	Jindřich Šoltys



	FW
	
	František Svoboda[image: External link] ( c[image: External link])



	FW
	
	Antonín Puč[image: External link]



	FW
	
	Václav Bára



	Manager:



	John William Madden[image: External link]
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 Final classification





	1. Újpest

	2. Slavia

	3. First Vienna

	4. Servette

	5-8. Bologna, Fürth, Irún and Go Ahead

	9-10. Cercle Brugge and Sète
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Servette FC






"Servette Geneva" redirects here. For ice hockey club, see Genève-Servette HC[image: External link].

Servette FC is a Swiss[image: External link] football club based in Geneva. They currently play in the Swiss Challenge League[image: External link] (second tier). The club was relegated to the third division in 2004–05 due to a bankruptcy, but achieved promotion to the Swiss Challenge League after the 2005–06 season, where the club remained until 2011. Servette earned promotion to the Swiss Super League after defeating Bellinzona[image: External link] in a relegation/promotion playoff on 31 May 2011. The club finished fourth in its first season back in the top flight, thereby gaining entrance to the Europa League[image: External link] second round qualification round for the 2012–13 season. However, they were relegated at the end of the 2013 season.
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 History
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 Early years to bankruptcy




Founded in 1890, Servette was the leading club in French-speaking Switzerland, having won 17 Swiss league championships and seven Swiss cups. Servette were also winners of the Torneo Internazionale Stampa Sportiva[image: External link], one of the first international football competitions in the world, in 1908. In 1930 Servette organized Coupe des Nations[image: External link], the predecessor of UEFA Champions League.

Led by Umberto Barberis[image: External link] and Claude "Didi" Andrey[image: External link], in 1978–1979 the club won all of the competitions it entered – with the exception of the European Cup Winners' Cup where they were eliminated in the quarter-finals on away goals by Fortuna Düsseldorf[image: External link], that year's finalist. Barberis later became French champion in 1982 with AS Monaco[image: External link].

Until its bankruptcy, Servette was the only Swiss club to have remained in the top league since its creation in 1890. Servette remained the only club to have never been relegated for sporting reasons, until they finished at the last place, following the 2012–2013 season.
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 Bankruptcy and revival




On 4 February 2005 the parent company of the club was declared bankrupt.[1] It had run debts of over 10 million Swiss francs[image: External link], having not paid the players since the previous November, and consequently the club suffered an exodus of players looking for paying clubs. As a consequence of the bankruptcy Servette Under 21s took over the club name playing two divisions below the original Servette team in 1. Liga[image: External link], a fate already experienced by regional rivals Lausanne Sports[image: External link] in 2003, and continued to play at the Stade de Geneve in front of smaller crowds.

In the 2005–06 season, a rejuvenated Servette secured promotion to the Challenge League, the second highest division in Switzerland.

In the 2010–11 season, Servette finished 2nd in the Challenge League, thereby qualifying for a relegation/promotion play-off against Super League team AC Bellinzona[image: External link]. Servette lost the initial match in Bellinzona 1–0, but won the return match 3–1 and winning the tie 3–2 on aggregate, securing promotion to the Swiss Super League.[2]
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 2011 to present




During the Summer 2011 transfer window, Servette FC made very few signings, considering the club had been promoted from the second division to the Super League. Barroca[image: External link], Issaga Diallo[image: External link], Carlos Saleiro[image: External link] and Abdoulaye Fall (the latter failed to receive a work permit) were signed as permanent transfers,[3] in addition to Ishmael Yartey[image: External link][4] and Roderick Miranda[image: External link][5] joining the club on loan from Benfica[image: External link]. Costinha[image: External link], a former Portugal international and Champions League winner with FC Porto[image: External link], was appointed as the club's Sporting Director, after he had been previously fired by Sporting Lisbon[image: External link]. With a largely unchanged squad from their previous season in the second division, Servette achieved very impressive results in the first half of the season, including victories over FC Zurich[image: External link], BSC Young Boys[image: External link], Neuchatel Xamax[image: External link], FC Lucerne[image: External link], local rivals FC Lausanne-Sport[image: External link] and a 4–0 away win over arch-rivals FC Sion[image: External link].[6] Despite achieving overall impressive results in the first half of the season, manager João Alves[image: External link] was fired, and was replaced by his compatriot João Pereira[image: External link],[7] to the disappointment of many of Servette's supporters.

In December 2011, reports surfaced that Servette was unable to pay players' salaries, in addition to other expenses. In January 2012, one of the club's star performers and leading goalscorers, Matías Vitkieviez[image: External link], was sold to Young Boys for only 150,000 CHF.[8] In February 2012, Servette filed for bankruptcy a second time. On 12 March 2012, chairman Majid Pishyar sold the club to a consortium headed by Hugh Quennec[image: External link], president of the city's hockey club, Genève-Servette HC[image: External link]. The club was initially given one month to secure the funding necessary to come out of bankruptcy proceedings, and was successful in doing so. Pishyar remains as "honorary president" through the end of the 2011–12 season.[9]

In April 2012, the decision was made to reinstate manager João Alves[image: External link], who had achieved promotion and impressive results in the first half of the season, and to fire his replacement João Pereira[image: External link],[10] who had failed to improve the club's results. Alves' return immediately led to improved results, and the club finished the season's final five matches with four wins and one draw.[11] This included a 2–1 victory over FC Basel[image: External link] on the final day of the season, which ended a run of 17 consecutive losses against FC Basel dating back to 2001, as well as ending Basel's 26 match unbeaten streak.[12] The victory also meant that Servette secured fourth place in their first season back in Switzerland's top flight, granting Servette entry into the second round of qualifying for the 2012–13 UEFA Europa League[image: External link]. The season ended with further good news, as on 24 May 2012, the Swiss Football League[image: External link] granted Servette its license for the 2012–13 season,[13] thus marking the end of Servette's financial worries for the time being.

Servette announced that it would be preparing for the 2012–13 season with friendly matches against Thun[image: External link], Shakhtar Donetsk[image: External link], Yverdon-Sport[image: External link], Étoile Carouge[image: External link], Lausanne-Sport[image: External link] and Porto[image: External link].[14] In the transfer market, Servette sold Stéphane Nater[image: External link] and Carlos Saleiro[image: External link], while Ishmael Yartey[image: External link] and Roderick Miranda[image: External link] were recalled to Benfica[image: External link] from their loan spells. Servette bolstered its ranks by signing Geoffrey Tréand[image: External link],[15] Alexandre Pasche[image: External link],[16] Christopher Mfuyi[image: External link],[17] Kevin Gissi[image: External link],[18] Simone Grippo[image: External link],[19] Mike Gomes[image: External link],[20] and Samir Ramizi[image: External link].[21] Servette also brought in Genséric Kusunga[image: External link],[22] Steven Lang[image: External link],[23] and Kelvin[image: External link] on loan for the season.

On 12 July 2012, it was confirmed that Servette would face Gandzasar FC[image: External link] in the second round of qualifying for the 2012–13 UEFA Europa League[image: External link]. The club won the tie 5–1, progressing to face Rosenborg BK[image: External link] in the third qualifier round, against whom they were eliminated on away goals. Servette's league campaign, meanwhile, went poorly, and the club was relegated (for sporting reasons) for the first time in its 113-year history in May 2013, following a 3–0 away defeat by relegation rivals FC Lausanne-Sport[image: External link].[24]

On 14 July 2013, Servette began the 2013–14 season in the Swiss Challenge League with a 2–1 win at FC Wohlen[image: External link].[25]

After finishing 2nd in the 2014–15 Swiss Challenge League[image: External link], the Swiss Football League refused Servette FC a Challenge League licence meaning that Servette would play in the 1st Promotion League (third tier) during 2015–16.[26] In June 2015 the club held a press conference where it was revealed that Servette FC had new owners – 1890 Foundation – holding 100% of the capital stock of SFC SA.[27] At the same press conference it was declared that 1890 Foundation was a private foundation subject to scrutiny by the public supervisory authority.

While Kevin Cooper stayed on as coach, many players left. On 3 November 2015, Servette FC announced that Kevin Cooper had left the club and William Niederhauser and Thierry Cotting would be temporarily in charge of first team affairs.[28] In January 2016 the club announced that Anthony Braizat[image: External link] had taken charge of first team affairs.[29]
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 Stadium




The home ground of Servette is the Stade de Genève[image: External link]. It was inaugurated on 16 March 2003 after three years of construction. The opening match was played between Servette and Young Boys[image: External link]. With an all-seater capacity of 30,084, the Stade de Genève is the third largest stadium in Switzerland, and hosted three group matches in the 2008 European Football Championship[image: External link].

Servette moved to the Stade de Genève from their old ground, the Stade des Charmilles[image: External link], in 2003. The Charmilles was inaugurated on 28 June 1930, with the first game drawing a crowd of 14,000 on the first match of the Coupe des Nations[image: External link]. The official capacity peaked at 30,000, but a record 40,000 spectators managed to squeeze in for the international game between Switzerland[image: External link] and France[image: External link] on 14 October 1951. Flood lights were installed in 1977 and the stands were entirely covered in 1983. The capacity gradually diminished from the 1980s onward, first to 20,000 in 1985 and then to 9,250 in 1998 when the stadium became an all-seater.

Plans for a new stadium were first launched in 1984, in response to the Charmilles becoming increasingly outdated and run down. A project committee was established in 1992, which proposed to either rebuild the stadium over the course of four years or construct a new stadium elsewhere in Geneva. Meanwhile, with more substantial plans failing to materialize, the poor state of the old stadium became apparent when the main stand, the Tribune A, was declared unsafe in 1995 and closed off. A renovation project began the following year, which saw the main stand re-opened and seats eventually being installed throughout the stadium. Servette would secure another Swiss Championship and a Cup trophy while playing at the Charmilles, before construction on the new Stade de Genève finally commenced in 2000. The last match was played on 8 December 2002 in front of a capacity crowd.
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 Current squad





	As of 27 August 2016 [30]



Note: Flags indicate national team as defined under FIFA eligibility rules[image: External link]. Players may hold more than one non-FIFA nationality.



	


	No.
	
	Position
	Player



	1
	
	GK[image: External link]
	David Gonzalez[image: External link]



	2
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Anthony Sauthier[image: External link]



	3
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Romain Kursner



	4
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Miguel Rodrigues



	5
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Patrik Baumann[image: External link]



	6
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Tibert Pont[image: External link]



	7
	
	FW[image: External link]
	Matías Vitkieviez[image: External link]



	8
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Fabry Castro[image: External link]



	9
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Marco Delley



	10
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Hugo Fargues



	12
	
	FW[image: External link]
	Alexandre Alphonse[image: External link]



	13
	
	GK[image: External link]
	Cyril Dumont



	14
	
	FW[image: External link]
	Alberto Libertazzi[image: External link]





	
	


	No.
	
	Position
	Player



	15
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Jérémy Faug-Porret[image: External link]



	16
	
	DF[image: External link]
	William Le Pogam



	17
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Ousmane Doumbia



	18
	
	FW[image: External link]
	Jean-Pierre Nsamé[image: External link]



	19
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Florian Berisha[image: External link]



	20
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Mirsad Hasanović



	21
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Yassin Maouche



	22
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Bruno Caslei



	23
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Liassine Cadamuro-Bentaïba[image: External link]



	27
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Hiraç Yagan[image: External link]



	29
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Luca Gazzetta



	30
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Christopher Mfuyi[image: External link]



	32
	
	GK[image: External link]
	Jeremy Frick
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 On loan




Note: Flags indicate national team as defined under FIFA eligibility rules[image: External link]. Players may hold more than one non-FIFA nationality.



	


	No.
	
	Position
	Player
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 Staff




Manager


	Anthony Braizat[image: External link]



Assistant Coach

Sporting Director


	Loic Favre



Goalkeeper Coach

Advisor


	Alessandro Ventimiglia



Doctor


	Finn Mahler
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 Honours





	
Swiss Championship[image: External link]: 17

	
1906–07[image: External link], 1917–18[image: External link], 1921–22[image: External link], 1924–25[image: External link], 1925–26[image: External link], 1929–30[image: External link], 1932–33[image: External link], 1933–34[image: External link], 1939–40[image: External link], 1945–46[image: External link], 1949–50[image: External link], 1960–61[image: External link], 1961–62[image: External link], 1978–79[image: External link], 1984–85[image: External link], 1993–94[image: External link], 1998–99[image: External link]






	
1. Liga Promotion[image: External link]

	2015–16[image: External link]





	
Swiss Cup[image: External link]: 7

	1927–28, 1948–49, 1970–71, 1977–78, 1978–79, 1983–84, 2000–01





	
Swiss League Cup[image: External link]: 3

	1977, 1979, 1980





	
Coppa delle Alpi[image: External link]: 4

	1973, 1975, 1976, 1978





	
Torneo Internazionale Stampa Sportiva[image: External link]: 1

	1908
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 Notable players




See also: Category:Servette FC players[image: External link]
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 Managers






	

	
Teddy Duckworth[image: External link] (1919–29)

	
Frido Barth (1929)

	
Teddy Duckworth[image: External link] (1930)

	
Karl Rappan[image: External link] (1932–35)

	
Leo Weisz ( de[image: External link]) (1935–36)

	
R. Pache[image: External link] / A. Guinchard[image: External link] (1936–37)

	
Otto Höss ( de[image: External link]) (1937)

	
André Abegglen[image: External link] (1937–42)

	
Léo Wionsowski (1942–43)

	
Fernand Jaccard[image: External link] (1943–48)

	
Karl Rappan[image: External link] (1948–53)

	
Albert Châtelain (1953–54)

	
K. Rappan[image: External link] / A. Châtelain (1954–55)

	
K. Rappan[image: External link] / T. Brinek[image: External link] (1955–56)

	
Karl Rappan[image: External link] (1956–57)

	
Jenő Vincze[image: External link] (1957–58)

	
Frank Séchehaye[image: External link] (1958–59)

	
Jean Snella[image: External link] (1959–63)

	
Lucien Leduc[image: External link] (1963–66)

	
Roger Vonlanthen[image: External link] (1966)

	
Béla Guttmann[image: External link] (1966–67)




	

	
Gilbert Dutoît (1967)

	
Jean Snella[image: External link] (1967–71)

	
Henri Gillet (1971–72)

	
Jürgen Sundermann[image: External link] (1972–76)

	
Péter Pázmándy[image: External link] (1976–82)

	
Guy Mathez[image: External link] (1982–85)

	
Jean-Marc Guillou[image: External link] (1985–86)

	
Thierry De Choudens (1986–88)

	
Jean-Claude Donzé (1988–89)

	
Péter Pázmándy[image: External link] (1989–90)

	
Ruud Krol[image: External link] (March 1990 – June 90)

	
Gilbert Gress[image: External link] (July 1990 – June 91)

	
Jean Thissen[image: External link] (1991)

	
B. Mocellin / J. Barlie / H. Hermann[image: External link] (1991)

	
Michel Renquin[image: External link] (July 1991 – June 93)

	
Ilija Petković[image: External link] (March 1994 – April 95)

	
Bernard Challandes[image: External link] (April 1995 – Oct 95)

	
Umberto Barberis[image: External link] (Oct 1995 – May 96)

	
Vujadin Boškov[image: External link] (July 1996 – Dec 96)

	
Guy Mathez[image: External link] (1997)

	
Gérard Castella (July 1997 – Oct 99)




	

	
Boško Đurovski[image: External link] (1999)

	
René Exbrayat[image: External link] (1999–00)

	
Lucien Favre[image: External link] (July 2000 – June 2002)

	
Roberto Morinini (July 2002 – March 3)

	
Adrian Ursea[image: External link] (interim) (March 2003 – June 3)

	
Marco Schällibaum[image: External link] (July 2003 – Aug 04)

	
A. Ursea[image: External link] / S. Ceccaroni[image: External link] (interim) (Aug 2004 – Oct 04)

	
Diego Sessolo (2004–05)

	
Jean-Michel Aeby (July 2006 – May 8)

	
Michel Sauthier (July 2008 – Sept 08)

	
Gérard Castella (Sept 2008 – April 9)

	
William Niederhauser (April 2009 – Oct 09)

	
João Alves[image: External link] (Oct 2009 – Nov 11)

	
João Pereira[image: External link] (Nov 2011 – April 12)

	
João Alves[image: External link] (April 2012 – Sept 12)

	
Sébastien Fournier[image: External link] (Sept 2012 – July 2013)

	
Jean-Michel Aeby (Aug 2013 – Apr 14)

	
Mario Cantaluppi[image: External link] (April 2014 – Jun 14)

	
Kevin Cooper[image: External link] (July 2014 – Nov 15)

	
William Niederhauser / Thierry Cotting (Nov 15 – Jan 16)

	
Anthony Braizat[image: External link] (Jan 16 – )
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Geneva






For other uses, see Geneva (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Geneva (/dZ'ni:ve /[image: External link], French[image: External link]: Genève [ʒə.nɛv][image: External link], Arpitan[image: External link]: Genèva [dzəˈnɛva][image: External link], German[image: External link]: Genf [ɡɛnf][image: External link], Italian[image: External link]: Ginevra [dʒiˈneːvra][image: External link], Romansh[image: External link]: Genevra) is the second most populous[image: External link] city in Switzerland[image: External link] (after Zürich[image: External link]) and is the most populous city of Romandy[image: External link], the French-speaking part of Switzerland. Situated where the Rhône[image: External link] exits Lake Geneva[image: External link], it is the capital of the Republic and Canton of Geneva[image: External link].

The municipality (ville de Genève) has a population (as of December 2015) of 198,072, and the canton[image: External link] (which is essentially the city and its inner-ring suburbs) has 484,736 residents.[2] In 2014, the compact agglomération du Grand Genève[image: External link] had 946,000 inhabitants in 212 communities in both Switzerland and France.[3] Within Swiss territory, the commuter area named "Métropole lémanique" contains a population of 1.25 million.[citation needed[image: External link]] This area is essentially spread east from Geneva towards the Riviera area ( Vevey[image: External link], Montreux[image: External link]) and north-east towards Yverdon-les-Bains[image: External link], in the neighbouring canton of Vaud[image: External link].

Geneva is a global city[image: External link], a financial center, and worldwide center for diplomacy[image: External link] due to the presence of numerous international organizations[image: External link], including the headquarters of many of the agencies of the United Nations[image: External link][4] and the Red Cross[image: External link].[5] Geneva is the city that hosts the highest number of international organizations in the world.[6] It is also the place where the Geneva Conventions[image: External link] were signed, which chiefly concern the treatment of wartime non-combatants and prisoners of war[image: External link].

Geneva was ranked as the world's ninth most important financial centre[image: External link] for competitiveness by the Global Financial Centres Index[image: External link], ahead of Frankfurt, and third in Europe behind London and Zürich.[7] A 2009 survey by Mercer[image: External link] found that Geneva has the third-highest quality of life[image: External link] of any city in the world (behind Vienna[image: External link] and Zürich[image: External link] for expatriates; it is narrowly outranked by Zürich).[8] The city has been referred to as the world's most compact metropolis[citation needed[image: External link]] and the "Peace Capital".[9] In 2009 and 2011, Geneva was ranked as, respectively, the fourth and fifth most expensive city[image: External link] in the world.[10]



TOP
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 Toponym




The city was mentioned in Latin[image: External link] texts, by Caesar[image: External link], with the spelling Genava,[11] probably from a Celtic[image: External link] toponym *genawa- from the stem *genu- ("bend, knee"), in the sense of a bending river or estuary[image: External link].[12]

The medieval county of Geneva[image: External link] in Middle Latin[image: External link] was known as pagus major Genevensis or Comitatus Genevensis (also Gebennensis), after 1400 becoming the Genevois[image: External link] province of Savoy[image: External link] (albeit not extending to the city proper, until the Reformation[image: External link] the seat of the bishop of Geneva[image: External link]).[13]

The name takes various forms in modern languages, Geneva /dZ'ni:ve /[image: External link] in English, French[image: External link]: Genève [ʒ(ə)nɛv][image: External link],[14] German[image: External link]: Genf [ˈɡɛnf][image: External link] (  listen[image: External link]), Italian[image: External link]: Ginevra [dʒiˈneːvra][image: External link], and Romansh[image: External link]: Genevra.

The city in origin shares its name, *genawa "estuary", with the Italian port city of Genoa[image: External link] (in Italian Genova).[12]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History




Main articles: History of Geneva[image: External link] and Timeline of Geneva[image: External link]


For the Catholic ecclesiastical history, see bishopric of Geneva[image: External link].

Geneva was an Allobrogian[image: External link] border town, fortified against the Helvetii[image: External link] tribe, when the Romans took it in 121 BC. It became Christian[image: External link] under the Late Roman Empire[image: External link], and acquired its first bishop[image: External link] in the 5th century, having been connected to the bishopric of Vienne[image: External link] in the 4th.

In the Middle Ages[image: External link], Geneva was ruled by a count[image: External link] under the Holy Roman Empire[image: External link] until the late 14th century, when it was granted a charter giving it a high degree of self-governance. Around this time the House of Savoy[image: External link] came to (at least nominally) dominate the city. In the 15th century, an oligarchic[image: External link] republican[image: External link] government emerged with the creation of the Grand Council[image: External link]. In the first half of the 16th century, the Protestant Reformation[image: External link] reached the city, causing religious strife during which Savoy rule was thrown off and Geneva allied itself with the Swiss Confederacy[image: External link]. In 1541, with Protestantism in the ascendancy, John Calvin[image: External link], the founder of Calvinism[image: External link], became the spiritual leader of the city. By the 18th century, however, Geneva had come under the influence of Catholic[image: External link] France[image: External link], which cultivated the city as its own. France also tended to be at odds with the ordinary townsfolk, which inspired the failed Geneva Revolution of 1782[image: External link] in an attempt to win representation in the government for men of modest means. In 1798, revolutionary France under the Directory[image: External link] annexed Geneva. At the end of the Napoleonic Wars[image: External link], on 1 June 1814, Geneva was admitted to the Swiss Confederation[image: External link]. In 1907, the separation of Church and State was adopted. Geneva flourished in the 19th and 20th centuries, becoming the seat of many international organizations.[15]
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 Geography and climate
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 Topography




Geneva is located at 46°12' North, 6°09' East, at the south-western end of Lake Geneva[image: External link], where the lake flows back into the Rhône[image: External link]. It is surrounded by two mountain chains, the Alps[image: External link] and the Jura[image: External link].

The city has an area of 15.93 km2 (6.2 sq mi), while the area of the canton[image: External link] is 282 km2 (108.9 sq mi), including the two small exclaves[image: External link] of Céligny[image: External link] in Vaud[image: External link]. The part of the lake that is attached to Geneva has an area of 38 km2 (14.7 sq mi) and is sometimes referred to as Petit lac (small lake). The canton has only a 4.5 km (2.8 mi) long border with the rest of Switzerland. Of 107.5 km (66.8 mi) of border, 103 are shared with France, the Département de l'Ain[image: External link] to the north and west and the Département de la Haute-Savoie[image: External link] to the south and east.

Of the land in the city, 0.24 km2 (0.093 sq mi) or 1.5% is used for agricultural purposes, while 0.5 km2 (0.19 sq mi) or 3.1% is forested. Of the rest of the land, 14.63 km2 (5.65 sq mi) or 91.8% is settled (buildings or roads), 0.49 km2 (0.19 sq mi) or 3.1% is either rivers or lakes and 0.02 km2 (4.9 acres) or 0.1% is unproductive land.[16]

Of the built up area, industrial buildings made up 3.4% of the area while housing and buildings made up 46.2% and transportation infrastructure 25.8%, while parks, green belts and sports fields made up 15.7%. All the forested land area is covered with heavy forests. Of the agricultural land, 0.3% is used for growing crops. Of the water in the municipality, 0.2% is in lakes and 2.9% is in rivers and streams.[16]

The altitude of Geneva is 373.6 metres (1,225.7 ft), and corresponds to the altitude of the largest of the Pierres du Niton[image: External link], two large rocks emerging from the lake which date from the last ice age[image: External link]. This rock was chosen by General Guillaume Henri Dufour[image: External link] as the reference point for surveying in Switzerland.[17] The second main river of Geneva is the Arve[image: External link] which flows into the Rhône[image: External link] just west of the city centre. Mont Blanc[image: External link] can be seen from Geneva and is an hour's drive from the city centre.
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 Climate




The climate of Geneva is temperate[image: External link], oceanic[image: External link] ( Köppen[image: External link]: Cfb). Winters are cool, usually with light frosts at night and thawing conditions during the day. Summers are pleasantly warm. Precipitation is adequate and is relatively well-distributed throughout the year, although autumn is slightly wetter than the other seasons. Ice storms near Lac Léman[image: External link] are quite normal in the winter. In the summer many people enjoy swimming in the lake, and frequently patronise public beaches such as Genève Plage and the Bains des Pâquis. Geneva, in certain years, receives snow in the colder months of the year. The nearby mountains are subject to substantial snowfall and are suitable for skiing. Many world-renowned ski resorts such as Verbier[image: External link] and Crans-Montana[image: External link] are just over two hours away by car. Mont Salève[image: External link] (1379 m), just across the border in France, dominates the southerly view from the city centre. The famous Mont Blanc[image: External link] is visible from most of the city, enclosed in the mountain alp range surrounding nearby Chamonix[image: External link], which is one of the closest French skiing destinations to Geneva. There are a number of other Northern Alps ski resorts that are easily accessible from Geneva, including those of the Grand Massif such as Samoens, Morillon and Flaine as well as Le Grand Bornand and La Clusaz.[19]

During the years 2000–2009, the mean yearly temperature was 11 °C and the mean number of sunshine-hours per year was 2003.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The highest temperature recorded in Genève–Cointrin was 39.7 °C (103.5 °F) in July 2015, and the lowest temperature recorded was −20.0 °C (−4.0 °F) in February 1956.



	Climate data for Genève–Cointrin (Reference period 1981–2010), Records (1901–2015)



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °C (°F)
	17.3

(63.1)
	20.6

(69.1)
	24.9

(76.8)
	27.5

(81.5)
	33.8

(92.8)
	36.5

(97.7)
	39.7

(103.5)
	37.6

(99.7)
	34.8

(94.6)
	27.3

(81.1)
	23.2

(73.8)
	20.8

(69.4)
	39.7

(103.5)



	Average high °C (°F)
	4.5

(40.1)
	6.3

(43.3)
	11.2

(52.2)
	14.9

(58.8)
	19.7

(67.5)
	23.5

(74.3)
	26.5

(79.7)
	25.8

(78.4)
	20.9

(69.6)
	15.4

(59.7)
	8.8

(47.8)
	5.3

(41.5)
	15.2

(59.4)



	Daily mean °C (°F)
	1.5

(34.7)
	2.5

(36.5)
	6.2

(43.2)
	9.7

(49.5)
	14.2

(57.6)
	17.7

(63.9)
	20.2

(68.4)
	19.5

(67.1)
	15.4

(59.7)
	11.1

(52)
	5.5

(41.9)
	2.8

(37)
	10.5

(50.9)



	Average low °C (°F)
	−1.3

(29.7)
	−1

(30)
	1.6

(34.9)
	4.8

(40.6)
	9.1

(48.4)
	12.3

(54.1)
	14.4

(57.9)
	14.0

(57.2)
	10.8

(51.4)
	7.4

(45.3)
	2.4

(36.3)
	0.1

(32.2)
	6.2

(43.2)



	Record low °C (°F)
	−19.9

(−3.8)
	−20.0

(−4)
	−13.3

(8.1)
	−5.2

(22.6)
	−2.2

(28)
	1.3

(34.3)
	3.0

(37.4)
	4.9

(40.8)
	0.2

(32.4)
	−4.7

(23.5)
	−10.9

(12.4)
	−17.0

(1.4)
	−20

(−4)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] mm (inches)
	76

(2.99)
	68

(2.68)
	70

(2.76)
	72

(2.83)
	84

(3.31)
	92

(3.62)
	79

(3.11)
	82

(3.23)
	100

(3.94)
	105

(4.13)
	88

(3.46)
	90

(3.54)
	1,005

(39.57)



	Average snowfall cm (inches)
	10.8

(4.25)
	8.1

(3.19)
	2.8

(1.1)
	0.2

(0.08)
	0.0

(0)
	0.0

(0)
	0.0

(0)
	0.0

(0)
	0.0

(0)
	0.0

(0)
	2.8

(1.1)
	7.4

(2.91)
	32.1

(12.64)



	Average precipitation days (≥ 1.0 mm)
	9.5
	8.1
	9.0
	8.9
	10.6
	9.3
	7.6
	7.9
	8.1
	10.1
	9.9
	10.0
	109.0



	Average snowy days (≥ 1.0 cm)
	2.5
	2.0
	0.9
	0.1
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.7
	2.0
	8.2



	Average relative humidity[image: External link] (%)
	81
	76
	69
	67
	69
	66
	64
	67
	73
	79
	81
	81
	73



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	59
	88
	154
	177
	197
	235
	263
	237
	185
	117
	66
	49
	1,828



	Percent possible sunshine[image: External link]
	23
	33
	45
	46
	45
	53
	58
	58
	53
	38
	26
	20
	44



	Source #1: MeteoSwiss[20]



	Source #2: KNMI[image: External link][21]
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 Politics
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 Administrative divisions




The city is divided into eight quartiers, or districts, sometimes composed of several neighborhoods. On the Left Bank are (1) Jonction, (2) Centre. Plainpalais, and Acacias, (3) Eaux-Vives, and (4) Champel, while the Right Bank includes (1) Saint-Jean and Charmilles, (2) Servette and Petit-Saconnex, (3) Grottes and Saint-Gervais, and (4) Paquis and Nations.[22]
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 Government




See also: List of mayors of Geneva[image: External link]


The Administrational Council (Conseil administratif) constitutes the executive[image: External link] government of the City of Geneva and operates as a collegiate authority. It is composed of five councilors ( French[image: External link]: Conseiller administratif/ Conseillère administrative), each presiding over a department. The president of the executive department acts as mayor[image: External link] (la/le maire). In the governmental year 2016/2017 the Administrational Council is presided by Monsieur le maire de Genève Guillaume Barazzone[image: External link]. Departmental tasks, coordination measures and implementation of laws decreed by the Municipal Council are carried by the Administrational Council. The election of the Administrational Council is held every five years. The current mandate period (la législature) is from 1 June 2015 to 31 May 2020. The delegates are elected by means of a system of Majorz. The mayor changes in turnus every year, while the heads of the other departments are assigned by the collegiate. The executive body holds its meetings in the Palais Eynard, near the Parc des Bastions. The building was built between 1817 and 1821 in Neoclassical style.[23]

As of 2015, Geneva's Administrational Council is made up of two representatives of the PS (Social Democratic Party[image: External link]), and one member each of PES (Green Party[image: External link], who is also the mayor for the current year), Ensemble à Gauche (an alliance of the left parties PST-POP[image: External link] (Parti Suisse du Travail – Parti Ouvrier et Populaire) and solidaritéS[image: External link]), and PDC (Christian Democratic Party[image: External link]), giving the left parties a very strong four out of five seats. The last election was held on 19 April 2015. All of the previous members were re-elected.[24]



	
Le Conseil administratif[24]




	Councilor

(M. Conseiller administratif/ Mme Conseillère administrative)
	Party
	Head of Office (Département, since) of
	elected since



	Esther Alder[image: External link]
	     PES
	Social Cohesion and Solidarity (Département de la cohésion sociale et de la solidarité, )
	2011



	Guillaume Barazzone[image: External link][SR 1]
	     PDC
	Urban Environment and Security (Département de l’environnement urbain et de la sécurité, )
	2012



	Rémy Pagani[image: External link][SR 2]
	     Ensemble à Gauche
	Construction and Development (Département des constructions et de l’aménagement, )
	2007



	Sandrine Salerno[image: External link]
	     PS
	Finance and Housing (Département des finances et du logement, )
	2007



	Sami Kanaan
	     PS
	Culture and Sports (Département de la culture et du sport, )
	2011






	
^ Mayor (Monsieur le maire de Genève) 2016/17


	
^ Vice President (Vice-président) 2016/17
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 Parliament




The Municipal Council (Conseil municipal) holds legislative power[image: External link]. It is made up of 80 members, with elections held every five years. The Municipal Council decrees regulations and by-laws that are executed by the Administrational Council and the administration. The delegates are selected by means of a system of Proporz[image: External link] with a seven percentage threshold.

The sessions of the Municipal Council are public. Unlike members of the Administrational Council, members of the Municipal Council are not politicians by profession, and they are paid a fee based on their attendance. Any resident of Geneva allowed to vote can be elected as a member of the Municipal Council. The parliament holds its meetings in the Town Hall (Hôtel de Ville), in the old city.[25]

The last election of the Municipal Council was held on 20 April 2015 for the mandate period (législature) of 2015–2020. Currently the Municipal Council consist of 19 members of the Social Democratic Party (PS)[image: External link], 15 Les Libéraux-Radicaux (PLR)[image: External link], 11 Christian Democratic People's Party (PDC)[image: External link], 11 Geneva Citizens' Movement (MCG,)[image: External link], 10 Ensemble à Gauche (an alliance of the left parties PST-POP[image: External link] (Parti Suisse du Travail – Parti Ouvrier et Populaire) and solidaritéS[image: External link]), 8 Green Party (PES)[image: External link], and 6 Swiss People's Party (UDC)[image: External link].[26]
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 Elections
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 National Council




In the 2015 federal election[image: External link] for the Swiss National Council[image: External link] the most popular party was the PS[image: External link] which received 23.8% of the vote. The next three most popular parties were the PLR[image: External link] (17.6%), the UDC[image: External link] (16.3%), the Green Party[image: External link] (11.4%), the PDC[image: External link] (10.7%), and the solidaritéS[image: External link] (8.8%). In the federal election, a total of 36,490 voters were cast, and the voter turnout[image: External link] was 44.1%.[27]
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 International relations




Geneva does intentionally not have any particular "sister" tie with any city in the world. It declares itself related to the entire world.[28][29]
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 Population




Geneva has a population (as of December 2015) of 198,072.[2] The city of Geneva is at the centre of the Geneva metropolitan area, known as the Grand Genève in French (Greater Geneva). The Greater Geneva includes the Canton of Geneva in its entirety as well as the District of Nyon[image: External link] in the Canton of Vaud[image: External link] and several areas in the neighboring French departments[image: External link] of Haute-Savoie[image: External link] and Ain[image: External link]. In 2011, the agglomération franco-valdo-genevoise had 915,000 inhabitants, two-thirds of whom lived on Swiss soil and one-third on French soil.[30] The Geneva metropolitan area is experiencing steady demographic growth of 1.2% a year and the agglomération franco-valdo-genevoise is expected to reach soon the mark of one million people.[30]

The official language of Geneva, in both the city and canton is French[image: External link], the main language used in Romandie. As a result of immigration[image: External link] flows in the 1960s and 1980s, Italian, Portuguese and Spanish are also spoken by a considerable proportion of the population. English is also quite common due to the high number of anglophone expatriates and foreigners working in international institutions and in the bank sector. Lack of proficiency in French of English-speaking expatriates (even after years spent in Geneva) is an increasing concern.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Most of the population (as of 2000) speaks French (128,622 or 72.3%), with English being second most common (7,853 or 4.4%) and Spanish third (7,462 or 4.2%). There are 7,320 people who speak Italian (4.1%), 7,050 people who speak German (4.0%) and 113 people who speak Romansh[image: External link].[31]

In the city of Geneva, as of 2013, 48% of the population are resident foreign nationals.[32] For a list of the largest groups of foreign residents see the cantonal overview[image: External link]. Over the last 10 years (1999–2009) the population has changed at a rate of 7.2%. It has changed at a rate of 3.4% due to migration and at a rate of 3.4% due to births and deaths.[33]

As of 2008, the gender distribution of the population was 47.8% male and 52.2% female. The population was made up of 46,284 Swiss men (24.2% of the population) and 45,127 (23.6%) non-Swiss men. There were 56,091 Swiss women (29.3%) and 43,735 (22.9%) non-Swiss women.[34] Of the population in the municipality 43,296 or about 24.3% were born in Geneva and lived there in 2000. There were 11,757 or 6.6% who were born in the same canton, while 27,359 or 15.4% were born somewhere else in Switzerland, and 77,893 or 43.8% were born outside of Switzerland.[31]

In 2008 there were 1,147 live births to Swiss citizens and 893 births to non-Swiss citizens, and in same time span there were 1,114 deaths of Swiss citizens and 274 non-Swiss citizen deaths. Ignoring immigration and emigration, the population of Swiss citizens increased by 33 while the foreign population increased by 619. There were 465 Swiss men and 498 Swiss women who emigrated from Switzerland. At the same time, there were 2933 non-Swiss men and 2662 non-Swiss women who immigrated from another country to Switzerland. The total Swiss population change in 2008 (from all sources, including moves across municipal borders) was an increase of 135 and the non-Swiss population increased by 3181 people. This represents a population growth rate[image: External link] of 1.8%.[35]

The age distribution of the population (as of 2000) is children and teenagers (0–19 years old) make up 18.2% of the population, while adults (20–64 years old) make up 65.8% and seniors (over 64 years old) make up 16%.[33]

As of 2000, there were 78,666 people who were single and never married in the municipality. There were 74,205 married individuals, 10,006 widows or widowers and 15,087 individuals who are divorced.[31]

As of 2000, there were 86,231 private households in the municipality, and an average of 1.9 persons per household.[33] There were 44,373 households that consist of only one person and 2,549 households with five or more people. Out of a total of 89,269 households that answered this question, 49.7% were households made up of just one person and there were 471 adults who lived with their parents. Of the rest of the households, there are 17,429 married couples without children, 16,607 married couples with children There were 5,499 single parents with a child or children. There were 1,852 households that were made up of unrelated people and 3,038 households that were made up of some sort of institution or another collective housing.[31]

In 2000 there were 743 single family homes (or 10.6% of the total) out of a total of 6,990 inhabited buildings. There were 2,758 multi-family buildings (39.5%), along with 2,886 multi-purpose buildings that were mostly used for housing (41.3%) and 603 other use buildings (commercial or industrial) that also had some housing (8.6%). Of the single family homes 197 were built before 1919, while 20 were built between 1990 and 2000. The greatest number of single family homes (277) were built between 1919 and 1945.[36]

In 2000 there were 101,794 apartments in the municipality. The most common apartment size was 3 rooms of which there were 27,084. There were 21,889 single room apartments and 11,166 apartments with five or more rooms. Of these apartments, a total of 85,330 apartments (83.8% of the total) were permanently occupied, while 13,644 apartments (13.4%) were seasonally occupied and 2,820 apartments (2.8%) were empty.[36] As of 2009, the construction rate of new housing units was 1.3 new units per 1000 residents.[33]

As of 2003 the average price to rent an average apartment in Geneva was 1163.30 Swiss francs[image: External link] (CHF) per month (US$930, £520, €740 approx. exchange rate from 2003). The average rate for a one-room apartment was 641.60 CHF (US$510, £290, €410), a two-room apartment was about 874.46 CHF (US$700, £390, €560), a three-room apartment was about 1126.37 CHF (US$900, £510, €720) and a six or more room apartment cost an average of 2691.07 CHF (US$2150, £1210, €1720). The average apartment price in Geneva was 104.2% of the national average of 1116 CHF.[37] The vacancy rate for the municipality, in 2010, was 0.25%.[33]

In June 2011 the average price of an apartment in and around Geneva was 13,681 Swiss francs[image: External link] (CHF) per square metre (11 square feet). The average can be as high as 17,589 Swiss francs[image: External link] (CHF) per square metre (11 square feet) for a luxury apartment and as low as 9,847 Swiss francs[image: External link] (CHF) for an older or basic apartment. For houses in and around Geneva, the average price was 11,595 Swiss francs[image: External link] (CHF) per square metre (11 square feet) (June 2011), with a lowest price per square metre (11 square feet) of 4,874 Swiss francs[image: External link] (CHF), and a maximum price of 21,966 Swiss francs[image: External link] (CHF).[38]
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 Historical population




Monter calculates that the city's total population was 12,000–13,000 in 1550, doubling to over 25,000 by 1560.[39]

The historical population is given in the following chart:[40]





	Historic population data[40]



	Year
	Total population
	German-speaking
	French-speaking
	Catholic
	Protestant
	Other
	Jewish
	Islamic
	No religion given
	Swiss
	Non-Swiss



	1850
	37,724
	
	
	11,123
	26,446
	
	
	
	
	29,203
	8,521



	1870
	60,004
	
	
	27,092
	35,064
	
	
	
	
	39,012
	24,507



	1888
	75,709
	10,806
	61,429
	32,168
	41,605
	1,330
	654
	
	
	47,482
	28,227



	1900
	97,359
	11,703
	77,611
	44,958
	49,875
	1,918
	1,055
	
	
	58,376
	38,983



	1910
	115,243
	14,566
	86,697
	53,248
	55,474
	4,267
	2,170
	
	
	67,430
	47,813



	1930
	124,121
	18,717
	93,058
	49,531
	66,016
	4,584
	2,224
	
	
	92,693
	31,428



	1950
	145,473
	20,603
	111,314
	58,556
	74,837
	6,164
	2,642
	
	
	118,863
	26,610



	1970
	173,618
	19,657
	111,553
	90,555
	65,393
	22,591
	3,128
	959
	6,164
	115,107
	58,511



	1990
	171,042
	9,610
	112,419
	79,575
	34,492
	39,227
	2,444
	4,753
	29,747
	98,812
	72,230



	2000
	177,964
	7,050
	128,622
	66,491
	26,020
	34,972
	2,601
	8,698
	41,289
	99,935
	78,029
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 Religion




The 2000 census recorded 66,491 residents (37.4% of the population) as Roman Catholic, while 41,289 people (23.20%) belonged to no church or were agnostic[image: External link] or atheist[image: External link], 24,105 (13.5%) belonged to the Swiss Reformed Church[image: External link], and 8,698 (4.89%) were Muslim[image: External link]. Of the rest of the population, there were 3,959 members of an Orthodox church[image: External link] (2.22%), there were 220 individuals (or about 0.12% of the population) who belonged to the Christian Catholic Church of Switzerland[image: External link], and there were 2,422 individuals (1.36%) who belonged to another Christian church. There were 2,601 individuals (1.46%) who were Jewish[image: External link]. There were 707 individuals who were Buddhist, 474 individuals who were Hindu and 423 individuals who belonged to another church. A total of 26,575 individuals (14.93%) did not answer the question.[31]

According to 2012 statistics by Swiss Bundesamt für Statistik 49.2% are Christian[image: External link], divided into 34.2% Roman Catholic[image: External link], 8.8% Swiss Reformed[image: External link] (organized in the Protestant Church of Geneva[image: External link]) and 6.2% other Christian (mostly various other Protestants[image: External link]). 38% of Genevans are unaffiliated[image: External link], 6.1% are Muslim[image: External link] and 1.6% are Jews[image: External link].[41]

Geneva has historically been considered a Protestant[image: External link] city and was known as the Protestant Rome due to it being the base of John Calvin[image: External link], William Farel[image: External link], Theodore Beza[image: External link] and other Protestant Reformers[image: External link]. Over the past century, substantial immigration from France[image: External link] and other predominantly Roman Catholic[image: External link] countries, as well as general European secularization[image: External link], especially among Christians[image: External link], has changed its religious landscape. As a result, three times as many Roman Catholics as Protestants lived in the city in 2000, while a large number of residents were members of neither group. Roman Catholics form part of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Lausanne, Geneva and Fribourg[image: External link].

The World Council of Churches[image: External link] has its headquarters at the Ecumenical Centre[image: External link] in Grand-Saconnex[image: External link], Geneva.

World Communion of Reformed Churches[image: External link], a worldwide organization of Presbyterian[image: External link], Continental Reformed[image: External link], Congregational[image: External link] and other Reformed[image: External link] churches gathering more than 80 million people around the world was based here from 1948 until 2013. The Executive Committee of the World Communion of Reformed Churches[image: External link] voted in 2012 to move its offices to Hanover, Germany[image: External link], citing the high costs of running the ecumenical organization in Geneva, Switzerland. The move was completed in 2013.

The Lutheran World Federation[image: External link] of 74 million people is also based here.
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 Protestant Rome




Prior to the Protestant Reformation[image: External link] the city was de jure and de facto Roman Catholic[image: External link].

As highlighted by popular perception, the Protestant Reformation[image: External link] caused major transformations in the religious and political life of Geneva. Reaction to the new movement varied across Switzerland. While Bern favoured the introduction of the new teaching, Fribourg[image: External link] renounced its allegiance to Geneva in 1531 and stayed Catholic. John Calvin[image: External link] went to Geneva in 1536 after William Farel[image: External link] encouraged him to do so. Calvin's previous residence was Strasbourg[image: External link] in his native France, where he ministered on invitation from fellow reformer Martin Bucer[image: External link]. In Geneva, the Catholic bishop had been obliged to seek exile already in 1532 as a new Protestant leader was to arrive to take his place as city's ecclesiastical leader. Geneva became a stronghold of Calvinism[image: External link], making religious progress and theological advances within that tradition. Some of tenets created there influenced Protestantism as a whole through the lasting influence of Calvinism. St. Pierre Cathedral[image: External link] was where Calvin and his Protestant Reformers[image: External link] preached. A hotbed of thriving religious debate among major clergy, it constituted the epicenter of the newly developing Protestant thought that would later become to be known as the Reformed tradition[image: External link]. Many prominent Reformed theologians operated there, including William Farel[image: External link] and Theodore Beza[image: External link], Calvin's successor who progressed Reformed thought after his death.

Geneva was deeply shaped by Calvinism, and Calvin was its spiritual leader until his death. It was a shelter for Calvinists, but at the same time it persecuted Roman Catholics and other heretics. The case of Michael Servetus[image: External link], an early Nontrinitarian[image: External link], is notable. Condemned by Catholics and Protestants alike, he was arrested in Geneva and burnt at the stake as a heretic by order of the city's Protestant governing council. John Calvin and his followers denounced him, and possibly contributed to his sentence.

Nowadays, Protestants simply use the word Geneva in multiple contexts to refer to the collective legacy of John Calvin and his theological successors. Another major city in Switzerland during the Protestant Reformation, often placed alongside Geneva, was Zürich[image: External link]. Several major Reformed theologians like Huldrych Zwingli[image: External link] and Heinrich Bullinger[image: External link] operated there.

In 1802, during its annexation to France under Napoleon I[image: External link], the Diocese of Geneva was united with the Diocese of Chambéry, but the 1814 Congress of Vienna and the 1816 Treaty of Turin[image: External link] stipulated that in territories transferred to a now considerably extended Geneva the Catholic religion was to be protected, and that no changes were to be made in existing conditions without agreement with the Holy See.[42][unreliable source[image: External link]] Napoleon's common policy was to emancipate Catholics in Protestant-majority areas, and the other way around, as well as emancipating Jews. In 1819 the city of Geneva and 20 parishes were united to the Diocese of Lausanne by Pope Pius VII[image: External link] and in 1822 the non-Swiss territory was made into the Diocese of Annecy[image: External link]. A variety of concord with the civil authorities came as a result of the separation of church and state[image: External link], enacted with strong Catholic support in 1907.[42][unreliable source[image: External link]]
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 Crime




See also: Crime in Switzerland[image: External link]


In 2014 the crime rate, of crimes listed in the Swiss Criminal Code[image: External link], in Genève was 143.9 per thousand residents. During the same period, the rate of drug crimes was 33.6 per thousand residents. The rate of violations of immigration, visa and work permit laws was 35.7 per thousand residents.[43]
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 Cityscape
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 Heritage sites of national significance




There are 82 buildings or sites in Geneva that are listed as Swiss heritage site of national significance[image: External link], and the entire old city of Geneva is part of the Inventory of Swiss Heritage Sites[image: External link].[44]

Religious buildings: Cathedral[image: External link] St-Pierre[image: External link] et Chapel des Macchabés, Notre-Dame Church, Russian church[image: External link], St-Germain Church, Temple de la Fusterie, Temple de l'Auditoire

Civic buildings: Former Arsenal and Archives of the City of Genève, Former Crédit Lyonnais, Former Hôtel Buisson, Former Hôtel du Résident de France et Bibliothèque de la Société de lecture de Genève, Former école des arts industriels, Archives d'État de Genève (Annexe), Bâtiment des forces motrices, Library de Genève, Library juive de Genève «Gérard Nordmann», Cabinet des estampes, Centre d'Iconographie genevoise, Collège Calvin, École Geisendorf, University Hospital of Geneva[image: External link] (HUG), Hôtel de Ville et tour Baudet, Immeuble Clarté[image: External link] at Rue Saint-Laurent 2 and 4, Immeubles House Rotonde at Rue Charles-Giron 11–19, Immeubles at Rue Beauregard 2, 4, 6, 8, Immeubles at Rue de la Corraterie 10–26, Immeubles at Rue des Granges 2–6, Immeuble at Rue des Granges 8, Immeubles at Rue des Granges 10 and 12, Immeuble at Rue des Granges 14, Immeuble and Former Armory at Rue des Granges 16, Immeubles at Rue Pierre Fatio 7 and 9, House de Saussure at Rue de la Cité 24, House Des arts du Grütli at Rue du Général-Dufour 16, House Royale et les deux immeubles à côté at Quai Gustave Ador 44–50, Tavel House at Rue du Puits-St-Pierre 6, Turrettini House at Rue de l'Hôtel-de-Ville 8 and 10, Brunswick Monument, Palais de Justice, Palais de l'Athénée, Palais des Nations with library and archives of the SDN and ONU, Palais Eynard et Archives de la ville de Genève, Palais Wilson, Parc des Bastions avec Mur des Réformateurs, Place Neuve et Monument du Général Dufour, Pont de la Machine, Pont sur l'Arve, Poste du Mont-Blanc, Quai du Mont-Blanc, Quai et Hôtel des Bergues, Quai Général Guisan and English Gardens, Quai Gustave-Ador and Jet d'eau, Télévision Suisse Romande[image: External link], university of Geneva[image: External link], Victoria Hall

Archeological sites: Fondation Baur and Museum of the arts d'Extrême-Orient, Parc et campagne de la Grange and Library (neolithic shore settlement/Roman villa), Bronze Age[image: External link] shore settlement of Plonjon, Temple de la Madeleine archeological site, Temple Saint-Gervais archeological site, Old City with Celtic[image: External link], Roman[image: External link] and medieval villages

Museums, theaters, and other cultural sites: Conservatoire de musique at Place Neuve 5, Conservatoire et Jardin botaniques, Fonds cantonal d'art contemporain, Ile Rousseau and statue, Institute and Museum of Voltaire with Library and Archives, Mallet House and Museum international de la Réforme, Musée Ariana[image: External link], Musée d'Art et d'Histoire[image: External link], Museum d'art moderne et contemporain, Museum d'ethnographie, Museum of the International Red Cross[image: External link], Musée Rath[image: External link], Muséum d'histoire naturelle, Salle communale de Plainpalais et théâtre Pitoëff, Villa Bartholoni et Museum d'Histoire et Sciences

International organizations: International Labour Organization[image: External link] (BIT), International Committee of the Red Cross[image: External link], United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees[image: External link] (UNHCR), World Meteorological Organization[image: External link], World Trade Organization[image: External link], International Telecommunication Union[image: External link], World Alliance of Young Men's Christian Association[image: External link]
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 Society and culture
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 Media




The city's main newspaper is the Tribune de Genève[image: External link], with a readership of about 187,000, a daily newspaper[image: External link] founded on 1 February 1879 by James T. Bates[image: External link]. Le Courrier[image: External link], founded in 1868, was originally supported by the Roman Catholic Church[image: External link], but has been independent since 1996. Mainly focussed on Geneva, Le Courrier is trying to expand into other cantons in Romandy[image: External link]. Both Le Temps[image: External link] (headquartered in Geneva) and Le Matin[image: External link] are widely read in Geneva, but cover the whole of Romandy[image: External link].

Geneva is the main media centre for French-speaking Switzerland. It is the headquarters for the numerous French language[image: External link] radio[image: External link] and television[image: External link] networks of the Swiss Broadcasting Corporation[image: External link], known collectively as Radio Télévision Suisse[image: External link]. While both networks cover the whole of Romandy[image: External link], special programs related to Geneva are sometimes broadcast on some of the local radio frequencies in the case of special events such as elections. Other local radio stations broadcast from the city, including YesFM ( FM[image: External link] 91.8 MHz), Radio Cité (Non-commercial radio, FM 92.2 MHz), OneFM (FM 107.0 MHz, also broadcast in Vaud[image: External link]), and World Radio Switzerland[image: External link] (FM 88.4 MHz).

Léman Bleu is a local TV channel, founded in 1996 and distributed by cable. Due to the proximity to France, many of the French television channels[image: External link] are also available.
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 Traditions and customs




Geneva observes Jeûne genevois[image: External link] on the first Thursday following the first Sunday in September. By local tradition, this commemorates the date the news of the St. Bartholomew's Day massacre[image: External link] of Huguenots reached Geneva.

Geneva celebrates L'Escalade[image: External link] on the weekend nearest 12 December celebrating the defeat of the surprise attack by troops sent by Charles Emmanuel I, Duke of Savoy[image: External link] during the night of 11–12 December 1602. Besides festive traditions that includes chocolate cauldrons filled with vegetable-shaped marzipan treats and the Escalade procession on horseback in seventeenth century armour, Geneva has been organizing 'Course de l'Escalade', which means 'Climbing Race'. This race takes place in Geneva's Old Town, and has been very popular amongst racers across all ages. Non-competitive racers have fun by dressing up in fancy costumes, while walking in the race. 2015 marks the 38th edition of this race.

Since 1818, a particular chestnut tree[image: External link] has been used as the official "herald of the spring" in Geneva. The sautier (secretary of the Parliament of the Canton of Geneva) observes the tree and notes the day of arrival of the first bud. While this event has no practical effect, the sautier issues a formal press release[image: External link] and the local newspaper will usually mention the news.[citation needed[image: External link]]

As this is one of the world's oldest records of a plant's reaction to climatic conditions, researchers have been interested to note that the first bud appears earlier and earlier in the year. During the first century, many dates were in March or April. In recent years, it has usually been in mid-February and sometimes even earlier.[45] In 2002, the first bud appeared unusually early, on 7 February, and then again on 29 December of the same year. The following year, which was one of the hottest years recorded in Europe, became a year with no bud. In 2008, the first bud also appeared very early, on 19 February.
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 Music and festivals




The opera house[image: External link], the Grand Théâtre de Genève[image: External link], which officially opened in 1876, was partly destroyed by fire in 1951 and reopened in 1962. It has the largest stage in Switzerland. It features opera and dance performances, recitals, concerts and, occasionally, theatre. The Victoria Hall[image: External link] is used for classical music concerts. It is home of the Orchestre de la Suisse Romande[image: External link].

Every summer, the Fêtes de Genève[image: External link] (Geneva Festival) are organised in Geneva. According to the Radio télévision suisse[image: External link], in 2013, hundreds of thousands of people came to Geneva to see the annual one-hour long grand firework[image: External link] display of the Fêtes de Genève[image: External link].[46]

Besides, a music festival occurs in Geneva every year in June. Different groups of artists make their show in different areas of the city. In 2016, the festival celebrates its 25th anniversary.[47]
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 Museums




Museums and art galleries are numerous throughout the city. Some are related to the many international organizations as the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Museum[image: External link] or the Microcosm[image: External link] in the CERN area. The Palace of Nations[image: External link], home of the United Nations headquarters, can also be visited.
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 Education




Geneva is home to the University of Geneva[image: External link]. In 1559, John Calvin[image: External link] founded the Geneva Academy[image: External link], a theological and humanist seminary. In the 19th century, the Academy lost its ecclesiastic links and in 1873, with the addition of a medical faculty, it became the University of Geneva. In 2011, the ranking web of universities ranked it 35th European university.[48]

The Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies[image: External link] was among the first academic institutions to teach international relations in the world and is today one of Europe's most prestigious institutions, offering MA and PhD programmes in law, political science, history, economics, international affairs, and development studies.

Also, the oldest international school[image: External link] in the world is located in Geneva, the International School of Geneva[image: External link], founded in 1924 along with the League of Nations[image: External link]. The Geneva School of Diplomacy and International Relations[image: External link] is a private university[image: External link] on the grounds of the Château de Penthes, an old manor with a park and view of Lake Geneva[image: External link].

The Canton of Geneva's public school system has écoles primaires (ages 4–12) and cycles d'orientation (ages 12–15). The obligation to attend school ends at age 15, but secondary education is provided by collèges (ages 15–19), the oldest of which is the Collège Calvin[image: External link], which could be considered one of the oldest public schools[image: External link] in the world,[46][49] écoles de culture générale (15-18/19) and the écoles professionnelles (15-18/19). The écoles professionnelles offer full-time courses and part-time study as part of an apprenticeship. Geneva also has a choice of private schools.[50]

Out of all the educational and research facilities in Geneva, CERN[image: External link] (the European Organization for Nuclear Research) is probably the best known on a world basis and most recently renown for the Large Hadron Collider[image: External link]. Founded in 1954, CERN was one of Europe's first joint ventures[image: External link] and has developed as the world's largest particle physics[image: External link] laboratory[image: External link]. Physicists from around the world travel to CERN to research matter and explore the fundamental forces and materials that form the universe.

In 2011, 89,244 (37.0%) of the population have completed non-mandatory upper secondary education, and 107,060 or (44.3%) have completed additional higher education (either university or a Fachhochschule). Of the 107,060 who completed tertiary schooling, 32.5% were Swiss men, 31.6% were Swiss women, 18.1% were non-Swiss men and 17.8% were non-Swiss women.

During the 2011–2012 school year, there were a total of 92,311 students in the Geneva school system (Primary to University). The education system in the Canton of Geneva has eight years of primary school, with 32,716 students. The secondary school program consists of three lower, obligatory years of schooling, followed by three to five years of optional, advanced schools. There were 13,146 lower secondary students who attended schools in Geneva. There were 10,486 upper secondary students from the municipality along with 10330 students who were in a professional, non-university track program. An additional 11,797 students attended a private school.[51]

Geneva is home to five major libraries, the Bibliothèques municipales Genève, the Haute école de travail social, Institut d'études sociales, the Haute école de santé, the Ecole d'ingénieurs de Genève and the Haute école d'art et de design. There were (as of 2008) 877,680 books or other media in the libraries, and in the same year 1,798,980 items were loaned.[52]
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 Economy




Geneva's economy is mainly services[image: External link] oriented. The city has an important and old finance sector[image: External link], which is specialised in private banking[image: External link] (managing assets of about 1 trillion USD) and financing of international trade.

Geneva hosts the international headquarters of companies like Japan Tobacco International[image: External link], Mediterranean Shipping Company[image: External link], Vitol[image: External link], Gunvor[image: External link], Mercuria Energy Group[image: External link]. Merck Serono[image: External link],[53] SITA[image: External link], Société Générale de Surveillance[image: External link], STMicroelectronics[image: External link], and Weatherford International[image: External link].[54] Many other multinational companies[image: External link] like Caterpillar[image: External link], DuPont[image: External link], and Cargill[image: External link] have their international headquarters in the city; Take Two Interactive[image: External link], Electronic Arts[image: External link], INVISTA[image: External link], Procter & Gamble[image: External link] and Oracle Corporation[image: External link] have their European headquarters in the city. Hewlett Packard[image: External link] has its Europe, Africa, and Middle East headquarters in Meyrin[image: External link], near Geneva.[55][56] PrivatAir[image: External link] has its headquarters in Meyrin,[57] near Geneva.[58]

There is a long tradition of watchmaking[image: External link] in Geneva which roots back to the 16th century, directly related to the Calvinism[image: External link] of Geneva.[59] Many watchmakers are based in Geneva since their foundation, such as (Baume et Mercier[image: External link], Charriol[image: External link], Chopard[image: External link], Franck Muller[image: External link], Patek Philippe[image: External link], Gallet[image: External link], Jaeger-LeCoultre[image: External link], Rolex[image: External link], Universal Genève[image: External link], Raymond Weil[image: External link], Omega[image: External link], Vacheron Constantin[image: External link], Frédérique Constant[image: External link], etc.). Two major international producers of flavours[image: External link] and fragrances[image: External link], Firmenich[image: External link] and Givaudan[image: External link], have their headquarters and main production facilities in Geneva.

The private sector is organized in different Union of employers[image: External link], including the Fédération des Entreprises Romandes Genève[image: External link] (FER Genève) and the Fédération des métiers du bâtiment (FMB).[60][61]

Many people also work in the numerous offices of international organisations[image: External link] located in Geneva (about 22,233 in March 2012).[62]

The Geneva Motor Show[image: External link] is one of the most important international auto shows. It is held at Palexpo[image: External link], a giant convention centre next to the International Airport.[63]

In 2009, Geneva was ranked as the fourth most expensive city[image: External link] in the world. Geneva moved up four places from eighth place the previous year. Geneva is ranked behind Tokyo, Osaka[image: External link], and Moscow at first, second, and third respectively. Geneva also beat Hong Kong[image: External link], which came in at fifth place.[10]

As of 2011, Geneva had an unemployment rate of 6.3%.[64] As of 2008, there were five people employed in the primary economic sector[image: External link] and about three businesses involved in this sector. 9,783 people were employed in the secondary sector[image: External link] and there were 1,200 businesses in this sector. 134,429 people were employed in the tertiary sector[image: External link], with 12,489 businesses in this sector.[33] There were 91,880 residents of the municipality who were employed in some capacity, of which females made up 47.7% of the workforce.

In 2008 the total number of full-time equivalent[image: External link] jobs was 124,185. The number of jobs in the primary sector was four, all of which were in agriculture. The number of jobs in the secondary sector was 9,363 of which 4,863 or (51.9%) were in manufacturing and 4,451 (47.5%) were in construction. The number of jobs in the tertiary sector was 114,818. In the tertiary sector; 16,573 or 14.4% were in wholesale or retail sales or the repair of motor vehicles, 3,474 or 3.0% were in the movement and storage of goods, 9,484 or 8.3% were in a hotel or restaurant, 4,544 or 4.0% were in the information industry, 20,982 or 18.3% were the insurance or financial industry, 12,177 or 10.6% were technical professionals or scientists, 10,007 or 8.7% were in education and 15,029 or 13.1% were in health care.[65]

In 2000, there were 95,190 workers who commuted into the municipality and 25,920 workers who commuted away. The municipality is a net importer of workers, with about 3.7 workers entering the municipality for every one leaving. About 13.8% of the workforce coming into Geneva are coming from outside Switzerland, while 0.4% of the locals commute out of Switzerland for work.[66] Of the working population, 38.2% used public transportation to get to work, and 30.6% used a private car.[33]
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 Sports




Among the most popular sports in Switzerland is ice hockey[image: External link].[67] Geneva is the home of the Genève-Servette HC[image: External link], who play in the Swiss National League A[image: External link]. In 2008 and 2010, the team made it to the league finals but lost to the ZSC Lions[image: External link] and SC Bern[image: External link] respectively.[citation needed[image: External link]]

There is also a football team in Geneva. The Servette FC is a football club founded in 1890 and named after a borough on the right bank of the Rhône[image: External link]. The home of Servette is Stade de Genève[image: External link]. Servette plays in the Premiere League Promotion. It was relegated to the third division in 2004–2005 due to a bankruptcy and was promoted to the Swiss Challenge League[image: External link] after the 2005–2006 season, where the club remained until 2011. Servette earned promotion to the Swiss Super League after defeating Bellinzona[image: External link] in a relegation/promotion playoff on 31 May 2011 and have since re-established themselves in the elite of Swiss football. The club finished fourth in its first season back in the top flight, thereby gaining entrance to the Europa League[image: External link] second round qualification round for the 2012–13 season.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Infrastructure
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 Transport




Main article: Transports Publics Genevois[image: External link]


The city is served by the Geneva Cointrin International Airport[image: External link]. It is connected by Geneva Airport railway station[image: External link] ( French[image: External link]: Gare de Genève-Aéroport) with both the Swiss Federal Railways[image: External link] network and the French SNCF[image: External link] network, including to Paris, Lyon, Marseille and Montpellier[image: External link] by TGV[image: External link]. Geneva is connected to the motorway systems of both Switzerland (A1 motorway[image: External link]) and France.

Public transport by bus, trolleybus or tram is provided by Transports Publics Genevois[image: External link] (TPG). In addition to an extensive coverage of the city centre, the network covers most of the municipalities of the Canton, with a few lines extending into France. Public transport by boat is provided by the Mouettes Genevoises[image: External link], which link the two banks of the lake within the city, and by the Compagnie Générale de Navigation sur le lac Léman[image: External link] (CGN) which serves more distant destinations such as Nyon[image: External link], Yvoire[image: External link], Thonon[image: External link], Évian[image: External link], Lausanne[image: External link] and Montreux[image: External link] using both modern diesel vessels and vintage paddle steamers[image: External link].

Trains operated by Swiss Federal Railways[image: External link] connect the airport to the main station of Cornavin[image: External link] in six minutes. Regional train services are being increasingly developed, towards Coppet and Bellegarde. At the city limits, two new railway stations have been opened since 2002: Genève-Sécheron (close to the UN and the Botanical Gardens[image: External link]) and Lancy-Pont-Rouge.

In 2011, work started on the CEVA (Cornavin – Eaux-Vives – Annemasse) project, first planned in 1884, which will connect Cornavin with the Cantonal hospital, Eaux-Vives railway station and Annemasse[image: External link], in France. The link between the main railway station and the classification yard[image: External link] of La Praille already exists; from there, the line will go mostly underground to the Hospital and Eaux-Vives, where it will link to the existing line to France. Support for this project was obtained from all parties in the local parliament.

In May 2013, the demonstrator TOSA Flash Mobility, Clean City, Smart Bus[image: External link][68] of a large capacity (133 passengers) full electric bus system with opportunity charging starts its service between Geneva Airport[image: External link] and PALEXPO. The project aims to introduce a new system of mass transport with electric "flash" recharging of the buses at selected stops while passengers are disembarking and embarking. By December 2016, the TOSA buses will run on line 23.[69]

Taxis in Geneva can be difficult to find, and may need to be booked in advance especially in the early morning or at peak hours. Taxis can refuse to take babies and children because of seating[image: External link] legislation.[70]

An ambitious project to close 200 streets in the centre of Geneva to cars has been approved in principle by the Geneva cantonal authorities, and is projected to be implemented over four years (2010–2014).[71]
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 Utilities




Water, natural gas and electricity are provided to the municipalities of the Canton of Geneva[image: External link] by the state-owned Services Industriels de Genève (shortly SIG). Most of the drinkable water (80%) is extracted from the lake[image: External link]; the remaining 20% is provided by groundwater[image: External link] originally formed by infiltration from the Arve. 30% of the Canton's electricity needs is locally produced, mainly by three hydroelectric[image: External link] dams on the Rhône[image: External link] (Seujet, Verbois and Chancy-Pougny). In addition, 13% of the electricity produced in the Canton is made from the heat induced by the burning of waste at the waste incineration facility[image: External link] of Les Cheneviers. The remaining needs (57%) are covered by imports from other cantons in Switzerland or other European countries; SIG buys only electricity produced by renewable methods[image: External link], and in particular does not use electricity produced using nuclear reactors[image: External link] or fossil fuels[image: External link]. Natural gas is available in the City of Geneva, as well as in about two-thirds of the municipalities of the canton, and is imported from Western Europe by the Swiss company Gaznat. SIG also provides telecommunication facilities to carriers, service providers[image: External link] and large enterprises. From 2003 to 2005, "Voisin, voisine" a Fibre to the Home[image: External link] pilot project with a Triple play[image: External link] offering was launched to test the end-user[image: External link] market in the Charmilles district.
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 International organisations




See also: List of international organizations based in Geneva[image: External link]


Geneva is the European headquarters of the United Nations[image: External link], in the Palace of Nations[image: External link] building (French: Palais des Nations), which was also the headquarters of the former League of Nations. Several agencies are headquartered at Geneva, including the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees[image: External link] (UNHCR), the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights[image: External link] (OHCHR), the World Health Organization[image: External link] (WHO), the International Labour Organization[image: External link] (ILO), International Telecommunication Union[image: External link] (ITU), the International Baccalaureate Organization[image: External link] (IBO) and the World Intellectual Property Organization[image: External link] (WIPO).

Apart from the UN agencies, Geneva hosts many inter-governmental organizations[image: External link], such as the World Trade Organization[image: External link] (WTO), World Meteorological Organization[image: External link] (WMO), the World Economic Forum[image: External link] (WEF), the International Organization for Migration[image: External link] (IOM), the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies[image: External link] (IFRC) and the International Committee of the Red Cross[image: External link] (ICRC).

The Maison de la Paix[image: External link] building hosts the three Geneva centres supported by the Swiss Confederation, the International Centre for Humanitarian Demining[image: External link] (GICHD), the Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces[image: External link] (DCAF) and the Centre for Security Policy[image: External link] (GCSP), as well as other organisations active in the field of peace, international affairs and sustainable development.[72]

Organizations on the European level include the European Broadcasting Union[image: External link] (EBU) and the CERN[image: External link] (European Organization for Nuclear Research) which is the world's largest particle physics laboratory.

The Geneva Environment Network[image: External link] (GEN) publishes the Geneva Green Guide,[73] an extensive listing of Geneva-based global organisations working on environment protection and sustainable development. A website[74] (by the Swiss Government, WBCSD[image: External link], UNEP[image: External link] and IUCN[image: External link]) includes stories about how NGOs[image: External link], business, government and the UN cooperate. By doing so, it attempts to explain why Geneva has been picked by so many NGOs and UN as their headquarters location.

The World Organization of the Scout Movement[image: External link] (WOSM) and the World Scout Bureau Central Office are headquartered in Geneva.
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 Geneva in popular culture
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 Literature





	
The Geneva Strategy by Jamie Freveletti[image: External link] for Robert Ludlum[image: External link]


	
Angels & Demons[image: External link] by Dan Brown[image: External link]


	
The Da Vinci Code[image: External link] by Dan Brown

	
Eleven Minutes[image: External link] by Paulo Coelho[image: External link]


	
Belle du Seigneur by Albert Cohen[image: External link], ISBN 2-07-040402-1[image: External link]


	
Her Lover (Belle du Seigneur) by Albert Cohen[image: External link], ISBN 978-0-14-118830-0[image: External link]


	
Generation A[image: External link] (2009), by Douglas Coupland[image: External link]


	
Asterix in Switzerland[image: External link] by René Goscinny[image: External link] and Albert Uderzo[image: External link]


	
Doctor Fischer of Geneva[image: External link] by Graham Greene[image: External link]


	
The Calculus Affair[image: External link] by Hergé[image: External link]


	
Daisy Miller[image: External link] by Henry James[image: External link]


	
Three Colors: Red[image: External link] by Krzysztof Kieślowski[image: External link]


	
The Unbearable Lightness of Being[image: External link] by Milan Kundera[image: External link]


	
This Perfect Day[image: External link] by Ira Levin[image: External link]


	
His Dark Materials[image: External link] by Philip Pullman[image: External link]


	
Nuages dans la main, Comme le sable, Le Creux de la vague, Jette ton pain by Alice Rivaz[image: External link]


	
Politics and the Arts by Jean-Jacques Rousseau[image: External link]


	
Frankenstein[image: External link] by Mary Shelley[image: External link]


	
Doctor of Geneva[image: External link] by Wallace Stevens

	
Le voyage de sa vie by Lisa Ray Turner


	
Under Western Eyes[image: External link] by Joseph Conrad[image: External link]


	The 'Edith Trilogy' by Frank Moorhouse[image: External link]


	
Chalet School[image: External link] Fete (pb)/A Genius at the Chalet School[image: External link] (hb) by Elinor Brent-Dyer[image: External link]
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 Music





	
Switzerland[image: External link] (2011), a song off the album entitled "Quill" by the Hampton Roads Virginia band The Last Bison[image: External link].

	
Geneva[image: External link] (2009), an album by the Chicago band Russian Circles[image: External link]


	The song "Goin' Down Geneva", by Van Morrison, opens his album Back on Top (1999).

	The city is mentioned in the song "Higgs Boson Blues", featured in the 2014 Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds[image: External link] album Push the Sky Away[image: External link].
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 Television





	
How I Met Your Mother[image: External link], the character Ted Mosby sometimes wears a shirt with Geneva's Coat of Arms[image: External link] printed on it

	Geneva is depicted as the Earth Alliance Capital in Babylon 5[image: External link].
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 Notable people
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 A-G






	
Alfredo Aceto[image: External link] (born 1991), artist

	
Gustave Ador[image: External link] (1845–1928), politician and president of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)

	
David Aebischer[image: External link] (born 1978), ice hockey goaltender, Stanley Cup[image: External link] champion with the Colorado Avalanche[image: External link] in 2001

	
Jacques-Laurent Agasse[image: External link] (1767–1849), animal and landscape painter

	
Henri-Frédéric Amiel[image: External link] (1821–1881), writer and moral philosopher

	
Adolphe Appia[image: External link] (1862–1928), architect

	
Aimé Argand[image: External link] (1750–1803), naturalist and entrepreneur

	
Philip Arditti[image: External link], actor

	
Martha Argerich[image: External link] (born 1941), Argentine pianist

	
John Armleder[image: External link] (born 1948), artist, painter, sculptor

	
Germaine Aussey[image: External link] (1909–1979), French actress

	
Edna Best[image: External link] (1900–1974), British actress

	
Jean-Luc Bideau[image: External link] (born 1940), Swiss film actor

	
Ernest Bloch[image: External link] (1880–1959), US composer of Swiss origin

	
Caroline Boissier-Butini[image: External link] (1786–1836), pianist and composer

	
Nicolas Bouvier[image: External link] (1929–1998), writer and photographer

	
Jorge Luis Borges[image: External link] (1899–1986), Argentine author, studied at the Collège de Genève[image: External link] from 1914 to 1918

	
Clotilde Bressler-Gianoli[image: External link] (1875-1912), opera singer born in Geneva




	
Christiane Brunner[image: External link] (born 1947), politician and trade unionist

	
Mickaël Buffaz[image: External link] (born 1979), French cyclist

	
Kate Burton[image: External link] (born 1957), actress, the daughter of actor Richard Burton[image: External link]


	
Cécile Butticaz[image: External link] (1884–1966), engineer

	
John Calvin[image: External link] (1509–1564), influential theologian, reformer

	
Clint Capela[image: External link] (born 1994), Swiss professional basketball player

	
Jean-Jacques Challet-Venel[image: External link] (1811–1893), politician

	
Henri Christiné[image: External link] (1867–1941), French composer

	
Étienne Clavière[image: External link] (1735–1793), banker and politician of the French revolution

	
Bernard Dalle[image: External link] (born 1967), venture capitalist

	
Jean-Louis de Lolme[image: External link] (1740–1806), lawyer

	
Jean-André Deluc[image: External link] (1727–1817), geologist and meteorologist

	
Ferdinand de Saussure[image: External link] (1857–1913), professor of linguistics

	
Giovanni Diodati[image: External link] (1576–1649), reformed theologian and Bible translator

	
Élie Ducommun[image: External link] (1833–1906), peace activist, Nobel Peace Prize 1902

	
Armand Dufaux[image: External link] (1833–1941), French-Swiss aviation pioneer and inventor

	
Henri Dufaux[image: External link] (1879–1980), French-Swiss aviation pioneer, inventor, painter and politician

	
Henry Dunant[image: External link] (1828–1910), initiator of the Red Cross movement and co-founder of the International Committee of the Red Cross, received the first Nobel Peace Prize in 1901

	
Isabelle Eberhardt[image: External link] (1877–1904), Russian-Swiss explorer and travel writer

	
Louis Favre[image: External link] (1826–1879), engineer, responsible for the construction of the Gotthard tunnel

	
Philippe Favre[image: External link] (1961–2013), racing driver

	
Edmond Fleg[image: External link] (1874–1963), French writer of Swiss origin

	
Ian Fleming[image: External link] (1908–1964), author (James Bond), studied psychology briefly at the University of Geneva

	
Sylvie Fleury[image: External link] (born 1961), object artist

	
Frère Max[image: External link] (1921–1996), theologian

	
Pierre-Victor Galland[image: External link] (1822–1892), painter

	
Albert Gallatin[image: External link] (1761–1849), American politician and diplomat

	Marcel Golay (1927–2015), astronomer

	
Claude Goretta[image: External link] (born 1929), film director and television producer

	
Emilie Gourd[image: External link] (1879–1946), women's rights activist and journalist

	
Germain Henri Hess[image: External link] (1802–1850), chemist

	
Katerina Graham[image: External link] (born 1989), actress, singer, and model; she plays Bonnie Bennett[image: External link] in The Vampire Diaries[image: External link]


	
Romain Grosjean[image: External link] (born 1986), Formula 1 driver
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Germain Henri Hess[image: External link] (1802–1850), Swiss-Russian chemist

	
Jean Huber[image: External link] (1721–1786), Swiss politician, silhouette-cutter and painter

	
François Huber[image: External link] (1750–1831), naturalist

	
Marie Huber[image: External link] (1695–1753), translator, editor and author of theological works

	
Pierre Jeanneret[image: External link] (1896–1967), architect

	
Charles Journet[image: External link] (1891–1975), cardinal of the Roman Catholic Church

	
Louis Jurine[image: External link] (1751–1819), physician and naturalist

	
Thomas Jouannet[image: External link] (born 1970), actor

	
Adrien Lachenal[image: External link] (1849–1918), politician (Bundesrat)

	
Marie Laforêt[image: External link] (born 1939), singer and actress




	
Sarah Lahbati[image: External link] (born 1993), actress, singer

	François Le Fort (1656–1699), first Russian Admiral

	
Georges-Louis Le Sage[image: External link] (1724–1803), physicist

	
Jean Leclerc[image: External link] (1657–1736), theologian and philologist

	
Vladimir Lenin[image: External link] (1870–1924), lived in Geneva as an exile from the Russian Empire[image: External link] between 1902 and 1905.

	
Jean-Étienne Liotard[image: External link] (1702–1789), painter

	
Frank Martin[image: External link] (1890–1974), composer

	
Théodore Maunoir[image: External link] (1806–1869), co-founder of the International Committee of the Red Cross




	
Barthélemy Menn[image: External link] (1815–1893), landscape painter

	
Heinrich Menu von Minutoli[image: External link] (1772–1846), explorer and archaeologist

	
Jacques-Barthélemy Micheli du Crest[image: External link] (1690–1766), politicians and scientists

	
Thierry Moutinho[image: External link] (born 1991), Swiss-Portuguese footballer

	
Stephanie Morgenstern[image: External link], actress, filmmaker, and screenwriter

	
Gustave Moynier[image: External link] (1826–1910), lawyer and co-founder of the International Committee of the Red Cross

	
Jacques Necker[image: External link] (1732–1804), banker and finance minister under Louis XVI

	
Louis Albert Necker[image: External link] (1786–1861), scientist and politician

	
Julie Ordon[image: External link] (born 1984), model and actress

	
Robert Pinget[image: External link] (1919–1997), writer

	
Léa Pool[image: External link] (born 1950), film director and screenwriter

	
James Pradier[image: External link] (1790–1852), French sculptor

	
Pierre Prévost[image: External link] (1751–1839), philosopher and physicist

	
Tariq Ramadan[image: External link] (born 1962), scientist and political activist

	
Marcel Raymond[image: External link] (1897–1981), literary critic and writer

	
Liliane Maury Pasquier[image: External link] (born 1956), politician

	
Jean-Louis Prévost[image: External link] (1838–1927), neurologist

	
Flore Revalles[image: External link] (1889–1966), singer, dancer and actress.

	
Charles-Gaspard de la Rive[image: External link] (1770–1834), physicist, psychiatrist and politician

	
Lucien de la Rive[image: External link] (1834–1924), physicist

	
Marc Rosset[image: External link] (born 1970), tennis player

	
Jean-Jacques Rousseau[image: External link] (1712–1778), writer and philosopher

	
Jean Rousset[image: External link] (1910–2002), literary critic and writer

	
Xavier Ruiz[image: External link] (born 1970), film producer and director
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Horace-Bénédict de Saussure[image: External link] (1740–1799), naturalist

	
Nicolas-Théodore de Saussure[image: External link] (1767–1845), naturalist

	
Léon Savary[image: External link] (1895–1968), writer and journalist

	
Michel Simon[image: External link] (1895–1975), actor

	
Michael Schade[image: External link] (born 1965), Canadian opera and concert singer

	
Marguerite Sechehaye[image: External link], (1887–1965), psychotherapist

	
Louis Segond[image: External link] (1810–1885), theologian

	
Philippe Senderos[image: External link] (born 1985), footballer

	
Jean Senebier[image: External link] (1742–1809), reformed pastor and naturalist

	
Pierre Eugene du Simitiere[image: External link] (1737–1784), artist and philosopher

	
François Simon[image: External link] (1917–1982), actor

	
Edward Snowden[image: External link] (born 1983), lived in Geneva between 2007 and 2009, while working for the CIA[image: External link]


	
Terry Southern[image: External link] (1924–1995), author, essayist, screenwriter

	
Emile Taddéoli[image: External link] (1879–1920), Swiss aviation pioneer

	
Alain Tanner[image: External link] (born 1929), film director

	
Voltaire[image: External link] (1694–1778), Enlightenment[image: External link] writer and philosopher, lived at Les Délices[image: External link] from 1755 to 1760

	
Ezekiel Spanheim[image: External link] (1629–1710), German diplomat

	Friedrich Spanheim (1632–1701), German church historian

	
Maya Stojan[image: External link] (born 1986), Swiss actress

	
Richard Tarnas[image: External link] (born 1950), American philosopher and psychologist




	
Sigismund Thalberg[image: External link] (1812–1871), Austrian composer and pianist

	
Rodolphe Töpffer[image: External link] (1799–1846), artist and novelist

	
Vico Torriani[image: External link] (1920–1998), singer, actor, show host

	
Jean Alphonse Turretin[image: External link] (1671–1737), reformed theologian

	
Maurice Turrettini[image: External link] (1878–1932), architect

	
Pierre Wissmer[image: External link] (1915–1992), Swiss-French composer, pianist and music teacher

	
Jean Ziegler[image: External link] (born 1934), politician and sociologist
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	Outline of Switzerland[image: External link]

	Bibliothèque Publique et Universitaire (Geneva)[image: External link]

	
Calvin Auditory[image: External link], a chapel that played a significant role in the Reformation

	
Circuit des Nations[image: External link], the historic racetrack

	Franco-Provençal language[image: External link]

	Geneva Motor Show[image: External link]

	Geneva Amateur Operatic Society[image: External link]

	Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies[image: External link]

	Roman Catholic Diocese of Lausanne, Geneva and Fribourg[image: External link]

	List of mayors of Geneva[image: External link]

	Geneva Festival[image: External link]
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Latin Peoples






For other uses, see Latin (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Latin peoples (also called Romance peoples) is a term used broadly to refer to those societies heavily influenced by Roman culture[image: External link] that, after the collapse of the Western Roman Empire[image: External link], started to diverge from the spoken Latin language, creating localized versions later evolved into Romance languages[image: External link].
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 Romance Languages




Main article: Romance languages[image: External link]


The use of Latin language first developed in the region of Latium in central Italy, while proto-Latin speakers existed since c. 1000 BC. With the rise of the Roman Empire[image: External link], it spread first throughout Italy and then through southern[image: External link], western[image: External link], central[image: External link], and southeast Europe[image: External link], and northern Africa[image: External link] along parts of western Asia[image: External link].[1]:1 After the collapse of the Western Roman Empire[image: External link], the use of the Latin language retreated in size, but was still widely used, such as through the Catholic Church[image: External link] as well as by others like the Germanic Visigoths and the Catholic Frankish kingdom of Clovis.[1]:1 In part due to regional variations of the Latin language and local environments, several languages evolved from it, the Romance languages.[1]:4 The Spanish[image: External link] and Portuguese languages[image: External link] prominently spread into North[image: External link], Central[image: External link], and South America[image: External link] through colonization.[1]:8,10 The French language[image: External link] has spread to most inhabited continents through colonialism.[1]:13–15 The Italian language[image: External link] developed as a national language of Italy[image: External link] beginning in the 19th century out of several similar Romance dialects.[1]:312 The Romanian language[image: External link] has developed primarily in the Daco-Romanian[image: External link] variant that is the national language of Romania, but also other Romanian variants such as Aromanian[image: External link].

Historian Lucien Musset, wrote that in the case of the Central Europe, the old Latin space must be considered as a single country from Swabia to Transylvania in Romania; the Western parts were Germanized, the center parts were Hungarianized and only the Eastern and Southern parts remained Latinophones; the demographic score of the Latinised "islands" from Transilvania made Latin to survive while the "Latin islands" from Balkans disappeared slowly[2]
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Main article: Latins (Italic tribe)[image: External link]


Further information: Latin League[image: External link]


The Latins were an ancient Italic tribe of Latium[image: External link], a small region located in present-day Lazio[image: External link]) of central Italy[image: External link], (Latium Vetus - Old Latium), in the 1st millennium BC. Though they lived in independent city-states, the Latins spoke a common language, which was Latin[image: External link], held common religious beliefs[image: External link], and shared a close sense of kinship, expressed in the myth that all Latins descend from Latinus[image: External link]. Latinus was worshiped on Mons Albanus (Monte Albano[image: External link]) during an annual festival attended by all Latins, including those from Rome[image: External link], one of the Latin states. The Latin cities extended common rights of residence and trade to one another.

Rome's territorial ambitions united the rest of the Latins against[image: External link] it in 341 BC, but the final victory was on Rome's side in 338 BC. Consequently, some of the Latin states were incorporated within the Roman state, and their inhabitants were given full Roman citizenship[image: External link]. Others became Roman allies and enjoyed certain privileges. As Roman authority spread over the Italian Peninsula and then to the lands around the Mediterranean Sea, the term "Latin" increasingly became a purely legal term applied to anyone who had full legal rights as a citizen of the Roman state.
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 Latin Europeans




Main article: Romance-speaking Europe[image: External link]


The term "Latin" is used in reference to European people whose cultures are particularly Roman-derived, generally including the use of Romance languages[image: External link].[3] Strong Roman legal[image: External link] and cultural traditions characterize these nations. Latin Europe is a major subdivision of Europe, along with Germanic-speaking Europe and Slavic Europe.
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 Italian people




Main article: Italians[image: External link]


The original Indo-European tribes of the Italic people[image: External link], such as the Latino-Faliscans[image: External link], the Osco-Umbrians[image: External link], the Sicels[image: External link], and the Veneti[image: External link], settled in neolithic times in the Italian peninsula, which was inhabited also by other not Italic peoples such as Etruscans[image: External link], Ligures[image: External link], Celts[image: External link] and Greeks. Successively they were all united and amalgamated by Rome[image: External link], sharing a common Latin heritage and history. The Celts tribes, once settled along the Po river[image: External link] plains, and the Greeks inhabiting the Magna Graecia[image: External link] and part of Sicily, are considered by scholars to have been a numerical minority in ancient Italy,[4][5][6] and were largely assimilated. After the Fall of Rome[image: External link] Italy was invaded by several barbarian tribes[image: External link]. The Germanic tribe of the Ostrogoths[image: External link] conquered Italy and presented themselves as upholders of Latin culture, mixing Roman culture together with Gothic culture[image: External link], in order to legitimize their rule amongst Roman subjects who had a long-held belief in the superiority of Roman culture over foreign " barbarian[image: External link]" Germanic culture.[7] The total number of the population of Ostrogoths who settled in Italy was small, estimated at 40,000 people, while the total population of both the Ostrogoths and their allies who occupied Italy is estimated at 100,000 people.[8] Also, the Germanic tribe of the Longobards[image: External link] invaded Italy, which in the meantime had been reconquered by the East Roman Empire, and conquered most of it. However, only a small number of Longobards settled in Italy, in comparison with the overwhelming majority of the indigenous Latin population.[9]
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Main article: French people[image: External link]


The French ( French[image: External link]: Français) are a nation[image: External link] and ethnic group[image: External link] native to France[image: External link] that share a common French culture[image: External link], ancestry[image: External link], and speak the French language[image: External link] as a mother tongue.
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Main article: Occitan people[image: External link]


The Occitan people ( Occitan[image: External link]: Occitans) are an ethnic group[image: External link] native to Occitania[image: External link] in Southern France, as well as parts of Italy and Spain, that share a common Occitan culture, ancestry[image: External link], and eventually speak the Occitan language[image: External link] as a mother tongue. They are related to Catalans in Spain.
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 Portuguese people




Main article: Portuguese people[image: External link]


Portuguese people ( Portuguese[image: External link]: os portugueses) are a nation[image: External link] and ethnic group[image: External link] native to the country of Portugal, in the west of the Iberian Peninsula[image: External link] of Southwestern Europe[image: External link]. Their language is Portuguese[image: External link], and their predominant religion is Christianity[image: External link], mainly Roman Catholicism[image: External link].[10]

Historically, the Portuguese descend from the pre-Celtic[image: External link] peoples who inhabited the Iberian Peninsula[image: External link] with the Lusitanians[image: External link] and the Gallaeci[image: External link] forming the manifold identity of the country, followed by the Italics, the Romans[image: External link]. Other major segments include the Suebi[image: External link] and the Visigoths[image: External link].[11]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Romanian people




Main article: Romanians[image: External link]


Romanians (dated: Rumanians or Roumanians; in Romanian[image: External link]: români pronounced  [roˈmɨnʲ][image: External link] or — historically, but now a seldom-used regionalism — rumâni; dated exonym[image: External link]: Vlachs[image: External link]) are a nation[image: External link] and ethnic group[image: External link] native to Romania that share a common Romanian culture[image: External link], ancestry[image: External link], and speak the Romanian language[image: External link] as a mother tongue.

The Aromanians[image: External link], Megleno-Romanians[image: External link], and Istro-Romanians[image: External link] are peoples spread across that Balkans peninsula that are subgroups or closely related ethnic groups to the Romanians found in Romania. Their respective languages can similarly be considered either a dialect of Romanian or a very closely related language.
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 Spanish people




Main article: Spanish people[image: External link]


The Spanish are made up of many nationalities or ethnicities; the Asturians, Galicians, Basques, Navarese, Valencians, Catalans, Andalusians, Aragonese, Canarians, and others.

The Roman Republic[image: External link] conquered Iberia[image: External link] during a long series of hard fought campaigns in the 2nd and 1st centuries BC. As a result of the Roman conquest[image: External link], the peoples of Hispania[image: External link] (Roman Iberia) were culturally Latinized[image: External link], and over a long period of time, the indigenous languages were replaced by the Common or Vulgar Latin[image: External link] brought to Hispania by Roman soldiers and traders in the centuries of Roman rule[image: External link]. Today, Spain's languages, with the exception of Basque[image: External link], stem from the Vulgar Latin that was spoken in Hispania, and which evolved into the modern Romance languages of the Iberian Peninsula[image: External link], including Castilian or Spanish[image: External link].

Romance languages spoken in Spain include the official language Spanish or Castilian and the co-official regional languages Catalan[image: External link] in Catalonia (called Valencian in Valencia) and Galician[image: External link] in Galicia.[12] Other regional languages are Asturian[image: External link], Aranese Gascon[image: External link], Aragonese[image: External link], and Leonese[image: External link]. The Basque language or Euskara, the co-official language in the Basque Country, is the only surviving non-Romance language and goes back to pre-Roman times.

It is the Spanish and other Romance languages of Spain, along with the country's Roman derived legal system, the Roman Catholic Church, and the general way of life, that causes Spaniards to be labelled a Latin people[image: External link].
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 Catalan people




Main article: Catalan people[image: External link]


The Catalan people are an ethnic group native to northeastern Spain and southwestern France[image: External link]. They share a common culture, history, traditions and language, this one being called Catalan[image: External link]. The Spanish autonomous community of Catalonia[image: External link] has been striving for independence for these causes. Catalan is closely related to Occitan[image: External link], a Romance language that used to dominate southern France. The Catalans share historic political and cultural links with the Occitans[image: External link], the people of southern France and northwestern Italy.
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 Others




Among other Latin peoples we can also find the Valencians[image: External link], the Aragonese people[image: External link], the Andorrans[image: External link], the Balearic people[image: External link], the Maltese people[image: External link] and the Romansh people[image: External link].
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 Latin Americans




Main articles: Latin America[image: External link] and Latin Americans[image: External link]


Of all world regions, the Americas[image: External link] (the name itself is derived from the Latinized form of the forename of Amerigo Vespucci[image: External link]), have been most significantly influenced by Romance-speaking European countries in regards to culture, language, religion, and genetic contribution to the population. The Latin European-influenced region of the Americas came to be called Latin America in the 19th century. The French Emperor Napoleon III[image: External link] is often credited with this naming.[13] The term is usually used to refer to Spanish- and Portuguese-speaking countries, namely Hispanic America[image: External link] and Brazil. White Latin Americans[image: External link] are the largest single demographic group in Latin America.[14] Together with the people of part-European ancestry they combine for approximately 80% of the population,[15] or even more.[14] A third of Latin Americans have mixed indigenous and Latin European ancestry, notably Spanish[image: External link] and Portuguese[image: External link] because of former colonization and immigration, but also Italian ancestry[image: External link] because of former diaspora[image: External link]; however Latin is a cultural, not an ethnic label, and unmixed indigenous people are also "Latin" Americans because of their membership in the Latinized culture, as are Afro-"Latin" Americans, East Asian "Latin" Americans, (Ashkenazi) Jewish "Latin" Americans, Levantine "Latin" Americans and European "Latin" Americans whose ancestry is from non-Latin countries such as Germanic languages-speaking, Baltic languages-speaking and Slavic languages-speaking areas of Europe.
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 See also





	Legacy of the Roman Empire[image: External link]

	Latin Union[image: External link]
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Gabriel Hanot






Gabriel Hanot (6 November 1889 – 10 August 1968) was a French association football[image: External link] player and journalist (the editor of L'Équipe).

He made 12 appearances for the France national football team[image: External link], with his debut coming on 8 March 1908 against Switzerland. He made another 10 appearances for them up to World War I[image: External link]. After the war he played one more time for France, as captain against Belgium on 9 March 1919.[1]

Following an aviation accident he gave up football and became a journalist.[2]

He is credited with introducing the professional championship[image: External link] in France, in 1932.[2]

Hanot and his colleague at L'Equipe Jacques Ferran were the prime movers behind getting the UEFA European Cup[image: External link] established.[3]
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L'Équipe






For other uses, see Équipe (disambiguation)[image: External link].

L'Équipe (pronounced:  [leˈkip][image: External link], French for "the team") is a French nationwide daily newspaper[image: External link] devoted to sport[image: External link], owned by Éditions Philippe Amaury[image: External link]. The paper is noted for coverage of football (soccer)[image: External link], rugby[image: External link], motorsport[image: External link] and cycling[image: External link]. Its ancestor was L'Auto, a general sports paper, whose name reflected not any narrow interest but the excitement of the time in car racing.

L'Auto originated the Tour de France[image: External link] cycling[image: External link] stage race in 1903 as a circulation booster. The race leader's yellow[image: External link] jersey (maillot jaune[image: External link]) was instituted in 1919, probably to reflect the distinctive yellow newsprint[image: External link] on which L'Auto was published. The competition that would eventually become the UEFA Champions League was also the brainchild of a l'Équipe journalist, Gabriel Hanot.
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 L'Auto-Vélo




L'Auto and therefore L'Équipe owed its life to a 19th-century French scandal involving soldier Alfred Dreyfus[image: External link] - the Dreyfus affair[image: External link]. With overtones of antisemitism[image: External link] and post-war paranoia, Dreyfus was accused of selling secrets to France's old enemy, the Germans[image: External link].

As different sides of society insisted he was guilty or innocent – he was eventually cleared but only after rigged trials had banished him to an island prison camp – the split came close to civil war and still have their echoes in modern French society.

France's largest sports paper, Le Vélo[image: External link], mixed sports coverage with political comment. Its editor, Pierre Giffard[image: External link], believed Dreyfus innocent and said so, leading to acrid disagreement with his main advertisers. Among them were the automobile-maker the Comte de Dion[image: External link] and the industrialists Adolphe Clément[image: External link] and Édouard Michelin[image: External link].

Frustrated at Giffard's politics, they planned a rival paper. The editor was a prominent racing cyclist, Henri Desgrange[image: External link], who had published a book of cycling tactics and training and was working as a publicity writer for Clément. Desgrange was a strong character but lacked confidence, so much doubting the Tour de France founded in his name that he stayed away from the pioneering race in 1903 until it looked like being a success.
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 L'Auto




Three years after the foundation of L'Auto-Vélo in 1900, a court in Paris decided that the title was too close to its main competitor, Giffard's Le Vélo. Thus reference to 'Vélo' was dropped and the new paper became simply L'Auto. It was printed on yellow paper because Giffard used green.

Circulation was sluggish, however, and only a crisis meeting called "to nail Giffard's beak shut", as Desgrange phrased it, came to its rescue. Then, on the first floor of the paper's offices in the rue du Faubourg-Montmartre in Paris, a 26-year-old cycling and rugby writer called Géo Lefèvre[image: External link] suggested a race round France, bigger than any other paper could rival and akin to six-day races on the track.

The Tour de France[image: External link] proved a success for the newspaper; circulation leapt from 25,000 before the 1903 Tour to 65,000 after it; in 1908 the race boosted circulation past a quarter of a million, and during the 1923 Tour it was selling 500,000 copies a day. The record circulation claimed by Desgrange was 854,000, achieved during the 1933 Tour.

Desgrange died in 1940 and ownership passed to a consortium of Germans.[1] The paper began printing comment not unfavourable to the occupying Nazis and its doors were nailed shut with the return of peace.[2] No paper having printed under the Germans was allowed to continue.
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 L'Équipe




In 1940 Jacques Goddet[image: External link] succeeded Desgrange as editor and nominal organiser of the Tour de France (although he refused German requests to run it during the war, see Tour de France during the Second World War[image: External link]). Jacques Goddet was the son of L'Auto's first financial director, Victor Goddet. Goddet defended his paper's role in a court case brought by the French government but was never wholly cleared in the public mind of being close if not to the Germans then to the puppet president, Philippe Pétain[image: External link].[2]

Goddet could point, however, to clandestine printing of Resistance newspapers and pamphlets in the L'Auto print room[1] and he was allowed to publish a successor paper called L'Équipe. It occupied premises across the road from where L'Auto had been, in a building in fact owned by L'Auto, although the original paper's assets had been sequestrated by the state. One condition of publication imposed by the state was that L'Équipe was to use white paper rather than yellow, which was too closely attached to L'Auto.[1]

The new paper published three times a week from 28 February 1946.[3] Since 1948 it has been published daily. The paper benefitted from the demise of its competitors, L’Élan, and Le Sport. Its coverage of car racing hints at the paper's ancestry by printing the words L'Auto at the head of the page in the gothic print used in the main title of the pre-war paper.

L'Équipe is published in broadsheet format[image: External link].[4]
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 Émilien Amaury




In 1968 L'Équipe was bought by Émilien Amaury[image: External link], founder of the Amaury publishing empire. Among L'Équipe's most respected writers have been Pierre Chany[image: External link], Antoine Blondin[image: External link] and Gabriel Hanot.
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 Philippe Amaury - Éditions Philippe Amaury




The death of Émilien Amaury in 1977 led to a six-year legal battle over inheritance between his son and daughter. This was eventually settled amicably with Philippe Amaury[image: External link] owning the dailies while his sister owned magazines such as Marie-France and Point de Vue. Philippe then founded Éditions Philippe Amaury[image: External link] (EPA), which included L'Équipe, Le Parisien[image: External link] and Aujourd'hui[image: External link]. At Philippe's death in 2006, the group passed to his widow, Marie-Odile, and their children.
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 Evolutionary milestones





	In 1980 L'Équipe began publishing a magazine with its Saturday edition.

	On 31 August 1998, L'Équipe TV was formed.

	In 2005 a Sports et Style supplement was added to the Saturday edition.

	In 2006 L'Équipe Féminine was first published.

	In 2006 L'Équipe bought the monthly, Le Journal du Golf.

	In early 2007 L'Équipe supplemented its main website with L'équipe junior, dedicated to youth.
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 Paid sales in France






	Titre
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006



	L'Équipe
	386,189
	386,601
	455,598
	321,153
	339,627
	369,428
	365,654
	365,411




The biggest-selling issue was 13 July 1998, the day after the French national football team won the World Cup. It sold 1,645,907 copies. The second best was on 3 July 2000 after France won the European football championship and the paper sold 1,255,633 copies.
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 Directors





	1946-1984 : Jacques Goddet[image: External link]


	1984-1993 : Jean-Pierre Courcol

	1993-2002 : Paul Roussel

	2003-2008 : Christophe Chenut

	2008- : François Morinière




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Editors





	1946-1954 : Marcel Oger

	1954-1970 : Gaston Meyer

	1970-1980 : Edouard Seidler

	1980-1987 : Robert Parienté

	1987-1989 : Henri Garcia

	1989-1990 : Noel Couëdel

	1990-1992 : Gérard Ernault

	1993-2003 : Jérôme Bureau

	2003- : Claude Droussent and Michel Dalloni
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	L'Équipe Champion of Champions[image: External link]
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Stan Cullis






Stanley "Stan" Cullis (25 October 1916 – 28 February 2001) was a professional footballer and manager[image: External link], primarily for Wolverhampton Wanderers. During his term as manager between 1948 and 1964, Wolves became one of the strongest teams in the British game, winning the league title on three occasions, and playing a series of high-profile friendly matches against top European sides which acted as a precursor to the European Cup[image: External link].
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Cullis joined Wolverhampton Wanderers as a teenager after a trial at Bolton Wanderers[image: External link], signing professionally within a week of his arrival. He quickly moved up through the youth and reserve ranks and made his senior debut on 16 February 1935 in a 2–3 defeat at Huddersfield Town[image: External link]. He had to wait until the 1936–37[image: External link] season though before he became first choice, when he replaced Bill Morris[image: External link], and swiftly became club captain[image: External link].

Cullis led the team to become one of the top teams in England, finishing runners-up in the league in 1937–38[image: External link] and 1938–39[image: External link]. In 1939 Wolves had the chance to win The Double[image: External link], but with only 5 wins in the last 11 matches the team lost the championship by 5 points to Everton[image: External link], and reaching the FA Cup Final[image: External link] then losing 4–1 to Portsmouth[image: External link] saw Wolves become the third English club to achieve The Double Horror.

When the Second World War[image: External link] started it took away many of the best years of Cullis's career.

He won a call-up to the England[image: External link] team and made his international debut on 23 October 1937 in a 5–1 success against Ireland[image: External link]. Because of the outbreak of the war, he won only 12 full caps (once as captain), although he also played in 20 wartime internationals (10 as captain).

When England played Germany[image: External link] in Berlin[image: External link] on 14 May 1938, Cullis refused to join the rest of his team mates in performing a Nazi salute[image: External link] prior to the match. Cullis, the only player to refuse, was dropped from the team; England won the match 6–3.[1]

During the conflict, he served as a PT instructor[image: External link] in both Britain and Italy, and also managed 34 wartime appearances for Wolves in regional competitions, as well as guesting for Aldershot[image: External link], Fulham[image: External link] and Liverpool. Shortly after, he also managed briefly Fredrikstad[image: External link] in 1946.[2]

When competitive football resumed in England in 1946–47[image: External link], Cullis played just one more season for Wolves, in which the club once again narrowly missed out on a first league title. He then announced his retirement as a result of injury and was appointed assistant to manager Ted Vizard[image: External link], after having made 171 appearances in total for the club.
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 Management career




In June 1948, aged just 31, Cullis became manager of Wolverhampton Wanderers and presided over the most successful era in the club's history. In his first season in charge, he became the youngest manager to win the FA Cup[image: External link] at Wembley[image: External link] as Wolves beat Leicester City[image: External link] to win their first major trophy since 1908. Five years later Wolves overhauled local rivals West Bromwich Albion[image: External link] to win their first league title[image: External link].

Cullis's team restored some pride to English football after the national team's thrashings at the hands of Hungary[image: External link] when they beat the star-studded Honvéd[image: External link] side in a 1954 friendly[image: External link], and Cullis's comments that his team were "champions of the world" played a large part in the formation of European club competitions. They also played Moscow Spartak, Dynamo and Real Madrid (1957) in other floodlit friendlies.

Cullis led Wolves to two more league titles, in 1957–58[image: External link] and 1958–59[image: External link], and they narrowly missed the hat-trick in 1959–60[image: External link], losing by one point to Burnley[image: External link], while also winning the FA Cup again in 1960[image: External link] to seal their position as one of the dominant teams of the era. The 1960s saw Wolves begin to struggle, and Cullis was surprisingly sacked in September 1964, declaring that he would not work in football again, despite offers from Toronto City[image: External link][3] and Juventus[image: External link].

After a short spell working as a sales representative, he did return to the game as manager of Birmingham City[image: External link] in December 1965, but could not reproduce the success he had enjoyed at Wolves. Cullis retired from football in March 1970, and took up a post with a travel agency in Malvern[image: External link], his adopted home town.
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 Later life




Cullis died on 28 February 2001 at the age of 84.[4][5][6]

Tributes to Cullis include the naming of a stand (the Stan Cullis Stand) at Wolves' Molineux Stadium[image: External link] and a statue of him outside it; in 2003 he was inducted into the English Football Hall of Fame[image: External link] in recognition of his impact as a manager.
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 Bill Shankly tribute




In his 1976 autobiography, Bill Shankly[image: External link] paid high tribute to Cullis, saying: "While Stan [Cullis] was volatile and outrageous in what he said, he never swore. And he could be as soft as mash. He would give you his last penny. Stan was 100 per cent Wolverhampton. His blood must have been of old gold. He would have died for Wolverhampton. Above all, Stan is a very clever man who could have been successful at anything. When he left Wolverhampton, I think his heart was broken and he thought the whole world had come down on top of him. All round, as a player, as a manager, and for general intelligence, it would be difficult to name anyone since the game began who could qualify to be in the same class as Stan Cullis."
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 Honours




Wolverhampton Wanderers (as player and manager)[7]


	
First Division[image: External link]

	Champions: 1953–54[image: External link], 1957–58[image: External link], 1958–59[image: External link]


	Runners-up: 1937–38[image: External link], 1938–39[image: External link] 1949–50[image: External link], 1954–55[image: External link], 1959–60[image: External link]


	Third-place: 1946–47[image: External link], 1952–53[image: External link], 1955–56[image: External link], 1960–61[image: External link]






	
FA Cup[image: External link]

	Winners: 1949[image: External link], 1960[image: External link]


	Runners-up: 1939[image: External link]


	Semi-finalists: 1951





	
FA Charity Shield[image: External link]

	Winners: 1959[image: External link]


	Shared: 1949[image: External link] (with Portsmouth), 1954[image: External link] (with West Bromwich Albion), 1960[image: External link] (with Burnley)

	Runners-up: 1958[image: External link]






	
FA Youth Cup[image: External link]

	Winners: 1958

	Runners-up: 1953, 1954, 1962
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 Wolverhampton Wanderers career statistics
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 Player




[citation needed[image: External link]]



	Club performance
	League
	Cup
	Total



	Season
	Club
	League
	Apps
	Goals
	Apps
	Goals
	Apps
	Goals



	England
	League
	FA Cup[image: External link]
	Total



	1934–35[image: External link]
	Wolverhampton Wanderers
	First Division[image: External link]
	3
	0
	0
	0
	3
	0



	1935–36[image: External link]
	12
	0
	0
	0
	12
	0



	1936–37[image: External link]
	24
	1
	7
	0
	31
	1



	1937–38[image: External link]
	36
	0
	2
	0
	38
	0



	1938–39[image: External link]
	40
	1
	6
	0
	46
	1



	1939–40[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0



	1946–47[image: External link]
	37
	0
	3
	0
	40
	0



	Career total
	152
	2
	18
	0
	170
	2
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 Manager




[citation needed[image: External link]]



	Season
	League
	FA Cup[image: External link]
	FA Charity Shield[image: External link]
	Europe[image: External link]



	Division
	P
	W
	D
	L
	F
	A
	Pts
	Pos



	1948–49[image: External link]
	First Division[image: External link]
	42
	17
	12
	13
	79
	66
	46
	6th
	W[image: External link]
	
	



	1949–50[image: External link]
	42
	20
	13
	9
	76
	49
	53
	2nd
	R5
	Shared[image: External link]
	



	1950–51[image: External link]
	42
	15
	8
	19
	74
	61
	38
	14th
	SF
	
	



	1951–52[image: External link]
	42
	12
	14
	16
	73
	73
	38
	16th
	R4
	
	



	1952–53[image: External link]
	42
	19
	13
	10
	86
	63
	51
	3rd
	R3
	
	



	1953–54[image: External link]
	42
	25
	7
	10
	96
	56
	57
	1st
	R3
	
	



	1954–55[image: External link]
	42
	19
	10
	13
	89
	70
	48
	2nd
	QF
	Shared[image: External link]
	



	1955–56[image: External link]
	42
	20
	9
	13
	89
	65
	49
	3rd
	R3
	
	



	1956–57[image: External link]
	42
	20
	8
	14
	94
	70
	48
	6th
	R4
	
	



	1957–58[image: External link]
	42
	28
	8
	6
	103
	47
	64
	1st
	QF
	
	



	1958–59[image: External link]
	42
	28
	5
	9
	110
	49
	61
	1st
	R4
	R/U[image: External link]
	European Cup R2[image: External link]



	1959–60[image: External link]
	42
	24
	6
	12
	106
	67
	54
	2nd
	W[image: External link]
	W[image: External link]
	European Cup QF[image: External link]



	1960–61[image: External link]
	42
	25
	7
	10
	103
	75
	57
	3rd
	R3
	Shared[image: External link]
	European Cup Winners' Cup SF[image: External link]



	1961–62[image: External link]
	42
	13
	10
	19
	73
	86
	36
	18th
	R4
	
	



	1962–63[image: External link]
	42
	20
	10
	12
	93
	65
	50
	5th
	R3
	
	



	1963–64[image: External link]
	42
	12
	15
	15
	70
	80
	39
	16th
	R3
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 See also





	List of English football championship winning managers[image: External link]
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Wolverhampton Wanderers F.C.






Wolverhampton Wanderers Football Club i[image: External link]/,wUlver'haempten /[image: External link] (commonly referred to as Wolves) is a professional association football club based in the city of Wolverhampton[image: External link], West Midlands[image: External link]. The club was originally known as St. Luke's FC and was founded in 1877 and since 1889 has played at Molineux[image: External link]. They compete in the Championship[image: External link], the second highest tier of English football, having been promoted from League One[image: External link] in 2014 after a solitary season at that level. [2]

Historically, Wolves have been highly influential, most notably as being founder members of the Football League[image: External link],[3] as well as having played an instrumental role in the establishment of the European Cup[image: External link], later to become the UEFA Champions League.[4] Having won the FA Cup[image: External link] twice before the outbreak of the First World War, they developed into one of England's leading clubs under the management of ex-player Stan Cullis after the Second World War, going on to win the league[image: External link] three times and the FA Cup[image: External link] twice more between 1949 and 1960.[5] It was during this time that the European Cup[image: External link] competition was established, after the English press declared Wolves "Champions of the World" following their victories against numerous top European and World sides in some of British football's first live televised games.[4]

Wolves have yet to match the successes of the Stan Cullis era, although, under Bill McGarry[image: External link], they contested the first-ever UEFA Cup[image: External link] final in 1972[image: External link] and won the 1974 League Cup[image: External link], a trophy they lifted again six years later[image: External link] under John Barnwell[image: External link]. However, financial mismanagement in the 1980s led to the club's very existence being under threat as well as three consecutive relegations, before a revival and back-to-back promotions under manager Graham Turner[image: External link] and record goalscorer Steve Bull[image: External link] saw them finish the decade in the Second Division, winning the Football League Trophy[image: External link] along the way.

Despite the financial backing of then-owner Sir Jack Hayward[image: External link] during the next decade, they were unable to regain a place in the top flight until 2003[image: External link],[6] when manager Dave Jones[image: External link] ended their nineteen-year exile but only for a solitary Premier League season. The club returned for a three-year stay at the top level after Mick McCarthy[image: External link] led them back as Football League Championship champions in 2009[image: External link], but his dismissal in 2012 preceded relegation back to the Championship[image: External link].[7] The following season saw two further managers dismissed as the club then suffered a second relegation, ending up in League One[image: External link].[8] However, in the following season they gained promotion back to the Championship where they currently reside. In July 2016, the club was taken over by the Chinese investment group Fosun International[image: External link].[9]



TOP
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 History




Main article: History of Wolverhampton Wanderers F.C.[image: External link]


For a statistical breakdown by season, see List of Wolverhampton Wanderers F.C. seasons[image: External link].

The club was founded in 1877 as St. Luke's by John Baynton and John Brodie[image: External link], two pupils of St Luke's Church School in Blakenhall[image: External link], who had been presented with a football by their headmaster Harry Barcroft.[10] The team played its first-ever game on 13 January 1877 against a reserve side from Stafford Road[image: External link], later merging with local cricket[image: External link] and football club The Wanderers to form Wolverhampton Wanderers in August 1879.[10] Having initially played on two different strips of land in the town, they relocated to a more substantial venue on Dudley Road[image: External link] in 1881, before lifting their first trophy in 1884 when they won the Wrekin Cup, during a season in which they played their first-ever FA Cup[image: External link] tie.[10]

Having become professional, the club were nominated to become one of the twelve founder members of the Football League[image: External link] in 1888,[11] in which they played the first Football League match ever staged (against Aston Villa).[3] They ended the inaugural season in third place, as well as reaching their first FA Cup Final[image: External link], losing 0–3 to the first "Double"[image: External link] winners, Preston North End[image: External link]. At the conclusion of the campaign the club relocated for a final time when they moved to Molineux[image: External link].[10]

Wolves lifted the FA Cup[image: External link] for the first time in 1893[image: External link] when they beat Everton[image: External link] 1–0, and added a second triumph in 1908[image: External link], two years after having dropped into the Second Division[image: External link]. After struggling for many years to regain their place in the top division, the club suffered a further relegation in 1923[image: External link], entering the Third Division (North)[image: External link], which they won at the first attempt[image: External link]. Eight years later Wolves regained their top-flight status after winning the Second Division title under Major Frank Buckley[image: External link]. With Buckley at the helm the team became established as one of the leading club sides in England in the years leading up to the Second World War, as they finished runners-up in the league twice in succession, as well as reaching the last pre-war FA Cup Final[image: External link], in which they suffered a shock defeat to Portsmouth[image: External link].[12][13][14][15]

When league football resumed, Wolves suffered yet another final day failure in the First Division: Just as in 1938, victory in their last match would have won the title but a 1–2 loss to title rivals Liverpool gave them the championship instead.[16] This game had been the last in a Wolves shirt for Stan Cullis, and a year later he became manager of the club. In Cullis's first season in charge, he led Wolves to a first major honour in 41 years as they beat Leicester[image: External link] to lift the FA Cup[image: External link], and a year later, only goal average prevented Wolves winning the league title.

The 1950s were by far the most successful period in the club's history. Captained by Billy Wright[image: External link], Wolves finally claimed the league championship for the first time in 1953–54[image: External link], overhauling local rivals[image: External link] West Bromwich Albion[image: External link] late in the season. Two further titles were soon won in successive years ( 1957–58[image: External link] and 1958–59[image: External link]), as Wolves cemented their position as the premier team in English football, becoming renowned for both their domestic success as well as their staging of high-profile "floodlit friendlies" against top club sides from around the world.[17] Perhaps the most famed of these[image: External link] saw Wolves defeat a Honvéd[image: External link] side that included many members of the Hungarian national team[image: External link] that had recently humbled England[image: External link] twice, leading the national media to proclaim Wolves "Champions of the World".[4] This became the final spur for Gabriel Hanot, the editor of L'Équipe, to propose the creation of the European Cup[image: External link] (later rebranded as the UEFA Champions League), which Wolves were to become one of the first English clubs to participate in.[4]

Although the decade opened with a fourth FA Cup victory[image: External link] and almost the first double of the 20th century[image: External link], the 1960s saw Wolves begin to decline. Cullis was sacked in September 1964 in a season that ended with relegation and the club's first spell outside the top division in more than 30 years. This exile would last only two seasons though, as they were promoted in 1967[image: External link] as runners-up. During the close season in 1967, Wolves played a mini season in North America as part of the fledgling United Soccer Association league[image: External link] which imported clubs from Europe and South America. Playing as the "Los Angeles Wolves[image: External link]", they won the Western Division and ultimately the championship by defeating the Eastern Division champions Washington Whips[image: External link] in a final decider.[18]

The club's return to the English top flight heralded another period of relative success under Bill McGarry[image: External link], with a fourth place in 1971[image: External link] qualifying them for the newly created UEFA Cup. En route to the UEFA Cup final[image: External link], they defeated the likes of Juventus[image: External link] and Ferencváros[image: External link] before losing to their countrymen Tottenham Hotspur 2–3 on aggregate; a 1–2 home defeat in the first leg proving decisive. They lifted silverware though two years later, when they won the League Cup[image: External link] for the first time by beating Manchester City[image: External link] 2–1 in the final[image: External link]. Despite relegation again in 1976[image: External link], Wolves bounced back at the first attempt as Second Division champions[image: External link] and, under manager John Barnwell[image: External link], the turn of the decade saw them finish in the top six and win the 1980 League Cup[image: External link], when then-record signing Andy Gray[image: External link] scored the only goal of the final to defeat European champions Nottingham Forest[image: External link].

The multimillion-pound rebuilding of the Molineux Street Stand in 1979 was to be the catalyst for the club's near-financial ruin during the next decade as difficulties in repaying the loans taken out to fund it led to receivership and relegation in 1982. The club was "saved" from liquidation at the last minute when it was purchased by a consortium fronted by former player Derek Dougan[image: External link].[19] Initially this takeover, financed by two Saudi brothers, Mahmud and Mohammad Bhatti of the company Allied Properties,[20] brought immediate promotion back to the First Division[image: External link] under manager Graham Hawkins[image: External link], but the Bhattis' failure to sufficiently invest in the club soon saw things unravel as the team suffered three consecutive relegations under different managers through the football divisions,[21] as well as the almost-constant threat of the club being wound-up.[22][23]

In 1986 with the club again in receivership a deal saw Wolverhampton City Council[image: External link] purchase the club's stadium and surrounding land, while a local developer paid off the club's outstanding debts in return for planning permission to develop the land adjacent to the stadium.[24] The new season saw Wolves' first-ever campaign in the Fourth Division, where, guided by new manager Graham Turner[image: External link] and the goals of Steve Bull[image: External link] (who would ultimately score a club record 306 goals),[25] the team reached the final of the inaugural play-offs[image: External link] but were denied promotion by Aldershot[image: External link]. However, the final two seasons of the decade saw the team achieve both the Fourth[image: External link] and Third Division[image: External link] championship, and also win the Football League Trophy[image: External link] at Wembley[image: External link] in 1988[image: External link].

Lifelong fan Sir Jack Hayward[image: External link] purchased the club in 1990 and immediately funded the extensive redevelopment of the by-now dilapidated Molineux[image: External link] into a modern all-seater stadium.[26] With work completed in 1993, Hayward turned his investment into its playing side in an attempt to win promotion to the newly formed Premier League[image: External link]. Yet despite this substantial spending neither Graham Taylor[image: External link] nor Mark McGhee[image: External link] could fulfil this, both leading to the team to play-off defeats at the semi-final stage (in 1995[image: External link] and 1997[image: External link], respectively).

It was not until 2003 that Wolves were promoted, when they defeated Sheffield United[image: External link] 3–0 in the play-off final[image: External link] under Dave Jones[image: External link] to end a 19-year absence from the top level.[6] Their stay proved short-lived though, as they were immediately relegated back to the newly retitled Championship[image: External link].

After former England manager Glenn Hoddle[image: External link] failed to bring a swift return, the rebuilding of the squad by Mick McCarthy[image: External link] rejuvenated the club with an unexpected play-off finish[image: External link].[27] The club was bought by Steve Morgan[image: External link] in 2007,[28] and two years later it returned to the Premier League as Championship champions.[29] Wolves successfully battled relegation for two seasons before 2011–12 saw McCarthy's dismissal precipitate the drop under his assistant Terry Connor[image: External link].[30] Following relegation, Norwegian Ståle Solbakken[image: External link] became the club's first overseas manager[31] but his reign lasted only six months before a poor run of results saw him replaced by Dean Saunders[image: External link] in January 2013,[32][33] who failed to bring any upturn, culminating in both relegation to League One[image: External link] as well as his own dismissal.[8][34] Following this, Kenny Jackett[image: External link] was appointed in May 2013 in the retitled position of head coach,[35] and led the team back to the Championship in his first season, setting a new club record points total of 103 in winning League One[image: External link].[2]

On 21 July 2016, it was confirmed that Fosun International[image: External link] had bought parent company of the club, W.W. (1990) Ltd. from Steve Morgan[image: External link] and his own company Bridgemere Group, for an undisclosed amount, with Jez Moxey[image: External link] stepping down from his role as a CEO (he was replaced by managing director[image: External link] Laurie Dalrymple).[9][36] Days later, the new regime announced that Kenny Jackett's contract with the club had been terminated[37] and former Italian international Walter Zenga[image: External link] was appointed.[38] Zenga was sacked after just 14 league games though and Paul Lambert[image: External link] appointed as his successor in November 2016. However, at the conclusion of the season, Lambert too was removed,[39] with former FC Porto[image: External link] boss Nuno Espirito Santo[image: External link] replacing him.[40] On 10 June 2017, Jeff Shi, one of the executive directors of the club (as well as one of the two directors of W.W. (1990)), was nominated as the executive chairman[image: External link] of the board. He would moved from China to Wolverhampton in the summer 2017.[1]
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 Colours and badge




The club's traditional colours of gold and black allude to the city council[image: External link]'s motto "out of darkness cometh light" with the two colours representing light and darkness respectively.[41] Although the team's original colours upon formation were red and white, adopted from the school colours of St Lukes, for much of their history their home colours have been their distinctive old gold shirts with black shorts.[42]

In the early decades of the club a variety of shirt designs using these colours were created, including stripes and diagonal halves, until the continual usage of a plain shirt design since the 1930s.[43] Before the 1960s a darker shade of gold was used,[44] known as "old gold[image: External link]", which is still often cited in the media as the club's colour.[45][46][47]

Like most English teams, their earliest shirts usually only featured a badge on special occasions such as cup finals.[43] The first such badge to be worn on Wolves shirts was the coat of arms of Wolverhampton City Council[image: External link].[43] In the late 1960s, Wolves introduced their own club badge that appeared on their shirts consisting of a single leaping wolf, which later became three leaping wolves in the mid-1970s. Since 1979 the badge has consisted of a single "wolf head" design; the current badge was last redesigned in 2002.[43]

Wolves' traditional away colours have been all-white, but recent decades have seen a variety of colours used;[43] the current away kit is a neon green design.
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 Stadium
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 Former grounds




When first founded the club used a field on Goldthorn Hill in the Blakenhall[image: External link] area as its home, which could accommodate some 2,000 spectators.[10] In 1879 they relocated to John Harper's Field on Lower Villiers Street where they remained for two years before a short move to Dudley Road[image: External link], with the new ground situated opposite the Fighting Cocks Inn.[10] It was here that they played their first ever FA Cup[image: External link] tie in 1883 and their first ever Football League fixture in September 1888. Although the site could only hold 2,500 spectators at first it was eventually developed to be capable of 10,000.[10]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Molineux




Main article: Molineux Stadium[image: External link]


See also: Sir Jack Hayward Training Ground[image: External link]


In the summer of 1889 the club moved to its permanent home ever since, Molineux[image: External link], in the Whitmore Reans[image: External link] area of the city. The stadium name originates from the Molineux House[image: External link] built in the area by Benjamin Molineux, a local merchant, in the 18th century and whose grounds were later developed to include numerous public leisure facilities. When the Northampton Brewery Company purchased these grounds in 1889, they rented their use to the city's football club, who were seeking to find a home more befitting a Football League member.[10] After renovating the site, the first ever official game was staged on 7 September 1889 before a crowd of 4,000.[10] The ground was capable of hosting 20,000 spectators, although English football crowds rarely reached that number in the 19th century.[10]

Wolves bought the freehold in 1923 and soon began a series of ground improvements, beginning with the construction of a major grandstand on the Waterloo Road side.[51] In 1932, the club also built a new stand on the Molineux Street side and followed this by adding a roof to the South Bank two years later; this South Bank was historically the second largest of all Kop ends[image: External link] in the country and regularly held crowds in excess of 30,000.[52] The stadium finally now had four complete stands that would form its basis for the next half century.

In the days before seating regulations, the ground could hold more than 60,000 spectators, with the record attendance being 61,315 for a First Division[image: External link] match against Liverpool on 11 February 1939.[10] The 1940s and 1950s saw average attendances for seasons regularly exceed 40,000, coinciding with the club's peak on the field.[10] During this time Molineux became one of the first British grounds to install floodlights, enabling it to host a series of midweek friendlies against teams from across the globe.[51] In the days prior to the formation of the European Cup and international club competitions, these games were highly prestigious and gained huge crowds and interest with the BBC[image: External link] often televising such events.[17][53]

When the Molineux Street Stand failed to meet new safety legislation, the club began building a new replacement stand behind the existing one, on land where housing had been demolished. This new all-seater stand – named the John Ireland Stand after the then-club president – was completed in 1979, as the planned first stage of a rebuilding of the entire stadium.[51] The £2 million cost of this stand though made the club's financial situation critical and it entered receivership in 1982.[51] By the time the team dropped into the Fourth Division[image: External link] in 1986, only the John Ireland Stand and the South Bank terrace remained in use after new safety laws implemented following the Bradford City stadium fire[image: External link] forced the closure of both the now-dilapidated North Bank and Waterloo Road Stand, which the club lacked the finance to improve.[51]

Following the takeover of the club by Sir Jack Hayward[image: External link] in 1990, £8.5 million of funding was made available to comprehensively redevelop Molineux.[10] Between August 1991 and December 1993 three sides of the stadium were completely rebuilt to form a 28,525 capacity all-seater stadium that complied with the Taylor Report[image: External link]: the Waterloo Road Stand was replaced by the Billy Wright[image: External link] Stand, the North Bank terrace by the Stan Cullis Stand, and the South Bank terrace by the Sir Jack Hayward Stand (named the Jack Harris Stand until 2015).[10] Aside from the addition of a temporary seating area in the southwest corner used during Wolves' seasons in the Premier League;[54] this redevelopment formed the stadium for almost twenty years.

In 2010 plans were unveiled of an extensive redevelopment programme to enlarge the capacity and develop the facilities.[55] The first stage of this saw a new two-tier Stan Cullis Stand become fully operational for the 2012–13 season[image: External link], raising the current official capacity to 31,700.[48][56] The second stage would see the rebuilding of the oldest stand at the stadium (renamed the Steve Bull Stand in 2003) to increase capacity to around 36,000 but this has been indefinitely postponed.[57]
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 First team squad





	
As of 13 June 2017[58]




Note: Flags indicate national team as defined under FIFA eligibility rules[image: External link]. Players may hold more than one non-FIFA nationality.



	


	No.
	
	Position
	Player



	1
	
	GK[image: External link]
	Carl Ikeme[image: External link]



	2
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Matt Doherty[image: External link]



	3
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Sílvio[image: External link]



	4
	
	MF[image: External link]
	David Edwards[image: External link]



	6
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Danny Batth[image: External link] ( captain[image: External link])



	8
	
	MF[image: External link]
	George Saville[image: External link]



	9
	
	FW[image: External link]
	Nouha Dicko[image: External link]



	10
	
	FW[image: External link]
	Joe Mason[image: External link]



	11
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Jordan Graham[image: External link]



	12
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Jed Wallace[image: External link]



	14
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Lee Evans[image: External link]



	16
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Conor Coady[image: External link]



	17
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Hélder Costa[image: External link]



	18
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Dominic Iorfa[image: External link]



	19
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Jack Price[image: External link]





	
	


	No.
	
	Position
	Player



	20
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Prince Oniangué[image: External link]



	21
	
	GK[image: External link]
	Andy Lonergan[image: External link]



	22
	
	FW[image: External link]
	Jón Daði Böðvarsson[image: External link]



	23
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Ethan Ebanks-Landell[image: External link]



	25
	
	FW[image: External link]
	Paul Gladon[image: External link]



	26
	
	FW[image: External link]
	Bright Enobakhare[image: External link]



	27
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Romain Saïss[image: External link]



	30
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Kortney Hause[image: External link]



	31
	
	GK[image: External link]
	Harry Burgoyne[image: External link]



	43
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Connor Ronan[image: External link]



	50
	
	FW[image: External link]
	Ivan Cavaleiro[image: External link]



	64
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Ben Marshall[image: External link]



	–
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Ryan Bennett[image: External link]



	–
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Roderick Miranda[image: External link]



	–
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Michał Żyro[image: External link]
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Further information: Wolverhampton Wanderers F.C. Development Squad and Academy[image: External link]


Wolverhampton Wanderers Academy is a Category 1 status[image: External link] facility and has produced several high-profile graduates including internationals Robbie Keane[image: External link] and Joleon Lescott[image: External link].[59] Many other players have gone on to play first team football at Molineux, including current players Danny Batth[image: External link], Carl Ikeme[image: External link] and Jack Price[image: External link]. The academy is managed by Gareth Prosser and is based at the club's Sir Jack Hayward Training Ground[image: External link].[60]
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Wolverhampton Wanderers Under-23s compete in the newly created Division 2 of the Premier League 2[image: External link]. The club qualify as an entrant in the competition by virtue of their academy holding Category 1 status.[61] Although the league is designed for players aged 23 and below, three overage players may also feature.[61] Home games are primarily staged at AFC Telford United[image: External link]'s New Bucks Head[image: External link] home.

Wolves Women[image: External link] became the club's official women's team in 2008. They currently play at the third level of women's football, the FA Women's Premier League Northern Division[image: External link]. Their home games are held at Hednesford Town[image: External link]'s Keys Park[image: External link] stadium.[62]
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 Club officials







	

	Football staff[63][64]





	Head coach: Nuno Espírito Santo[image: External link]


	Assistant head coach: Rui Pedro Silva

	Head of Recruitment: John Marshall[image: External link]


	Academy manager: Gareth Prosser

	Under-23 Head Coach: Scott Sellars[image: External link]


	Fitness coach: Antonio Dias

	Goalkeeping coach: Rui Barbosa

	First Team Analyst: Phil Boardman

	First Team Analyst Assistant: John Boston

	Head of Academy Performance Analysis: Mike Bateman

	Academy U-18 Analyst: Daniel Simpson

	Technical Recruitment Officer: Russell West




	Medical staff[65]





	Head of Medical Department: Phil Hayward

	First Team S&C Coach: Richard Kirby

	Physiotherapist: Jazz Sodhi

	Club doctor: Matthew Perry




	

	Club executives[66][67]





	Owner: Fosun International[image: External link][nb 1]


	Chairman: Jeff Shi

	Club Representative: Sky Sun

	Managing Director: Laurie Dalrymple

	
Sporting Director[image: External link]: Kevin Thelwell[image: External link]


	Non-Executive Directors: John Bowater and John Gough

	Club secretary: Matt Wild

	Assistant Club Secretary: Alison Matthews

	Honorary vice-presidents:

Steve Bull[image: External link], Rachael Heyhoe Flint[image: External link], Ron Flowers[image: External link] and Robert Plant[image: External link]
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For details on all former players, see List of Wolverhampton Wanderers F.C. players[image: External link]

The club has been represented by numerous high-profile players over the years, most notably Billy Wright[image: External link], who captained England a record 90 times and was the first player to win a century of international caps,[68] as well as earning the Footballer of the Year Award[image: External link],[69] an accolade also won by Wolves half-back Bill Slater[image: External link] in 1960.[70] In total, 34 players have won full England caps during their time with Wolves, including the club's record goalscorer Steve Bull[image: External link], the last of the club's England internationals to appear at a major tournament.[71][72]

Andy Gray[image: External link], Emlyn Hughes[image: External link], Paul Ince[image: External link] and Denis Irwin[image: External link] are all previous League Championship medal winners who have also represented Wolves. Joleon Lescott[image: External link] went on to play for England 26 times scoring once. Robbie Keane[image: External link] went on to become Ireland's all-time leading goalscorer with 68 goals in 146 appearances.

The Wolverhampton Wanderers Hall of Fame has inducted the following former players:[73]




	

	Mike Bailey[image: External link]

	Peter Broadbent[image: External link]

	Steve Bull[image: External link]

	Stan Cullis

	Derek Dougan[image: External link]

	Malcolm Finlayson[image: External link]

	Ron Flowers[image: External link]




	

	Johnny Hancocks[image: External link]

	Billy Harrison[image: External link]

	Kenny Hibbitt[image: External link]

	Jackery Jones[image: External link]

	John McAlle[image: External link]

	Jimmy Mullen[image: External link]

	Andy Mutch[image: External link]




	

	Derek Parkin[image: External link]

	John Richards[image: External link]

	Bill Slater[image: External link]

	Roy Swinbourne[image: External link]

	Dave Wagstaffe[image: External link]

	Bert Williams[image: External link]

	Billy Wright[image: External link]
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Main article: List of Wolverhampton Wanderers F.C. managers[image: External link]


Wolves can be identified as having had 27 different (permanently appointed) managers during the club's existence.[74] The very first manager, George Worrall[image: External link], was identified by the title of "club secretary", a post that continued until the appointment of a full-time manager in the modern sense was made in 1922.[10]

The most successful of these is Stan Cullis, whose 16-year reign brought all three of the club's league championships as well as two FA Cup triumphs.[75] Two other managers have also been inducted into the Club Hall of Fame: Major Frank Buckley[image: External link] and Graham Turner[image: External link],[76][77] while Bill McGarry[image: External link] and John Barnwell[image: External link] have both won major trophies in the post-war period.[74] In recent times, both Dave Jones[image: External link] and Mick McCarthy[image: External link] have led the club to the Premier League[image: External link]. Wolves have also been served by two former England national team[image: External link] managers, in Graham Taylor[image: External link] and Glenn Hoddle[image: External link].[74]
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As well as having numerous supporters' clubs across the United Kingdom,[78][79][80][81][82][83] Wolverhampton Wanderers also have an international support base, with supporters' clubs in Australia,[84] United States,[85] Sweden,[86] Spain, Germany,[87] Republic of Ireland,[88] Malta,[89] Iceland and Norway[90] amongst others. They have a particularly sizeable Scandinavian fanbase, due to the area's television coverage of Midlands football in the 1970s when the club were a regular top-flight team; indeed, the first-ever English match shown live in both Sweden and Norway involved Wolves.[91][92]
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See also: Wolverhampton Wanderers F.C. league record by opponent[image: External link]


Wolves' longest-established and strongest rivalry is with West Bromwich Albion[image: External link], against whom the club contest the Black Country derby[image: External link]. The two clubs, separated by twelve miles, have faced each other 160 times;[93] their first competitive clash being an FA Cup[image: External link] tie in 1886.[93] A national survey by The football pools[image: External link] found the rivalry to be the strongest in English football.[94] Both clubs are founder members of the Football League and the two once contested the league title in 1953–54[image: External link], with Wolves finishing as champions.[95]

Due to their close proximity, Wolves also share rivalries with the two Birmingham clubs, Aston Villa and Birmingham City[image: External link], both of whom they have faced numerous times dating back to the 19th century.[96][97] Their closest geographic rival is Walsall[image: External link] but, as they rarely competed at the same level,[98] this is of less significance. As Wolverhampton historically sat in Staffordshire[image: External link], a Staffordshire derby between them and Stoke City[image: External link] was once recognised.
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 Fan culture




During the club's peak during the 1950s, the home crowd's signature song was "The Happy Wanderer". In more recent times, "Hi Ho Silver Lining[image: External link]" – a 1967 rock song by Jeff Beck[image: External link] with its chorus modified to "Hi Ho Wolverhampton!" – has become a staple feature of home games.[99] "The Liquidator[image: External link]" instrumental by the Harry J. Allstars[image: External link] was also popularly used in the stadium until a request from the West Midlands Police[image: External link] to cease due to concerns that the obscene lyrics used by some fans during the chorus[100] could incite trouble.[101][102]

As with all large city football teams the club attracted a number of hooligans in the 1960s. During the late 1970s and early 1980s, a hooligan firm[image: External link] named "The Subway Army[image: External link]" would often ambush fans in the subway[image: External link] adjacent to the ground. The group was gradually broken up and virtually ceased to exist due to a large number of arrests – many as part of the police's nationwide "Operation GROWTH" (or "Get Rid of Wolverhampton's Troublesome Hooligans") in the late 1980s.[103]

The club invites interaction with its supporters, and held a Fans' Parliament, usually attended by then-CEO Jez Moxey[image: External link], which invited independently selected candidates to attend meetings at Molineux every two months up to the acquisition of the club by Fosun in July 2016[104] An independent fanzine[image: External link] named A Load of Bull[image: External link] (ALOB), in part reference to leading goalscorer Steve Bull[image: External link], published supporters' views between 1989 and 2012.[105][106]
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 Ownership and finances




The club is owned by the Chinese conglomerate group Fosun International[image: External link], which purchased the parent company of the club, W.W. (1990) Ltd., on 21 July 2016 for a reported £45 million from previous owner Steve Morgan[image: External link] and his company Bridgemere Group.[107][108] Fosun International acquired "W.W. (1990)" via a wholly owned subsidiary, Prestige Century Holdings Limited.[109][110]

Wolves' group parent company, which wholly owns both the "football club company" and the company holding its properties (including its stadium[image: External link] and training facilities[image: External link]), has net assets valued at almost £50 million.[111] In their last published accounts (covering the 2015–16 season), the club achieved a final pre-tax profit of £5.8 million.[112] Turnover rose to £27.25 million, with the club receiving its final year of "parachute payments" from the Premier League.[113] Like most football clubs, significant commercial income is generated from shirt sponsorship deals:[114] Its current affiliation, with the payday lender The Money Shop[image: External link], is due to run until at least the end of the 2018–19 season.[115]

Fosun bought Wolves from Steve Morgan, who had taken ownership in August 2007 for a nominal sum of £10 with the proviso that £30 million was injected into the club,[28] ending an almost four-year search for a new buyer.[116] Morgan oversaw nine full seasons before placing the club on the market in September 2015.[117] He had bought the club from Sir Jack Hayward[image: External link], a lifelong fan of the club, who had purchased it in 1990 for £2.1 million.[26][118] During his tenure he invested an estimated £50 million of his personal wealth to rebuild their stadium and fund new players, though the team only achieved one season in the top flight during his 17 years at the helm despite their increased spending power.[118][119]

Hayward's takeover greatly improved the club's financial health, having endured a turbulent 1980s in which the club twice was declared bankrupt.[19][24] In 1982 the club was "saved" from liquidation when it was purchased by two Saudi brothers, Mahmud and Mohammad Bhatti, as part of their company Allied Properties.[19] However, their failure to sufficiently invest in the club saw it face several winding-up orders as well as successive relegations through the football divisions.[21][22][23] In 1986 the official receiver[image: External link] was again called in and a deal eventually brokered for Wolverhampton City Council[image: External link] to purchase the club's stadium[image: External link] for £1.12 million, along with the surrounding land, while a local developer, Gallagher Estates, in conjunction with the Asda[image: External link] supermarket chain, agreed to pay off the club's outstanding debts in return for the building of an Asda superstore on land adjacent to the stadium.[10][24][51]
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Main article: List of Wolverhampton Wanderers F.C. records and statistics[image: External link]


In the all-time table since the league's inception in 1888, Wolves sit fifth in terms of points gathered in all divisions.[120] Cumulatively, they are the ninth most successful club in English domestic football, behind Manchester City[image: External link], with 13 major trophy wins and an overall 23 trophy successes (see here[image: External link]).




	

	League



First Division[image: External link]


	Champions (3): 1953–54[image: External link], 1957–58[image: External link], 1958–59[image: External link]


	Runners-up (5): 1937–38, 1938–39[image: External link], 1949–50[image: External link], 1954–55[image: External link], 1959–60[image: External link]




Championship / Second Division[image: External link]


	Champions (3): 1931–32, 1976–77, 2008–09[image: External link]


	Runners-up (2): 1966–67, 1982–83


	Play-off winners (1): 2003[image: External link]




League One / Third Division[image: External link]


	Champions (3): 1923–24 (North), 1988–89, 2013–14[image: External link]




Fourth Division[image: External link]


	Champions (1): 1987–88





	

	Cup



UEFA Cup[image: External link]


	Runners-up (1): 1972[image: External link]




FA Cup[image: External link]


	Winners (4): 1893[image: External link], 1908[image: External link], 1949[image: External link], 1960[image: External link]


	Runners-up (4): 1889[image: External link], 1896[image: External link], 1921[image: External link], 1939[image: External link]




Football League Cup[image: External link]


	Winners (2): 1974[image: External link], 1980[image: External link]




FA Charity Shield[image: External link]


	Winners (4): 1949[image: External link]*, 1954[image: External link]*, 1959[image: External link], 1960[image: External link]* (* joint holders)

	Runners-up (1): 1958[image: External link]




Football League Trophy[image: External link]


	Winners (1): 1988[image: External link]




Texaco Cup[image: External link]


	Winners (1): 1971
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 Footnotes






	
^ The direct parent company of the club was W.W. (1990) Limited, which was acquired by Prestige Century Holdings Limited; Prestige Century was a subsidiary of Fosun Management Holdings Limited; Fosun Management Holdings was a subsidiary of Fosun International; Fosun International, a listed company of Hong Kong, is a subsidiary of Fosun International Holdings, which was majority owned by Guo Guangchang[image: External link], Liang Xinjun[image: External link] and Wang Qunbin
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R.S.C. Anderlecht






"RSCA" redirects here. RSCA may also refer to Rotating Savings and Credit Association[image: External link].

This article is about the men's football team. For the women's football team, see RSC Anderlecht (women)[image: External link]. For the racing team, see R.S.C. Anderlecht (Superleague Formula team)[image: External link].

Royal Sporting Club Anderlecht, usually known as Anderlecht (Dutch pronunciation: [ˈɑndərˌlɛxt][image: External link], French:  [ɑ̃dəʁlɛkt][image: External link], German: [ˈandɐˌlɛçt][image: External link]) or RSCA (Dutch:  [ˌɛrɛseːˈjaː][image: External link], French: [ɛʁ ɛs se ɑ][image: External link], German: [ˌʔɛɐ̯ ʔɛs tseː ˈʔaː][image: External link]), is a Belgian professional football club based in Anderlecht[image: External link], Brussels Capital-Region[image: External link]. Anderlecht plays in the Belgian First Division A[image: External link] and is the most successful Belgian football team in European competitions, with five trophies, as well as in the Belgian domestic league, with 34 championship wins. They have also won nine Belgian Cups[image: External link] and hold the record for most consecutive Belgian championship titles, winning five between the 1963–64[image: External link] and 1967–68[image: External link] seasons.

Founded in 1908, the club first reached the highest level in Belgian football in 1921–22[image: External link] and have been playing in the first division continuously since 1935–36[image: External link]. They won their first major trophy after World War II[image: External link] with a championship win in 1946–47[image: External link]. Since then, they have never finished outside the top six of the Belgian first division. They are ranked 12th amongst all-time UEFA club competition winners, tenth in the IFFHS continental Clubs of the 20th Century European ranking and were 41st in the 2012 UEFA team rankings[image: External link].[3] In 1986, they achieved their best UEFA ranking with a joint first place with Juventus[image: External link].[4]

Anderlecht have been playing their matches in the Astrid Park[image: External link] in the municipality of Anderlecht since 1917. Their current stadium, Constant Vanden Stock Stadium[image: External link], was first opened in 1983, and replaced the former Emile Versé Stadium. They play in purple and white outfits. They have long-standing rivalries with Club Brugge and Standard Liège[image: External link] and previously with FC Brussels[image: External link].
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 History




Main article: History of R.S.C. Anderlecht[image: External link]


See also: List of R.S.C. Anderlecht seasons[image: External link]


Founded as Sporting Club Anderlechtois on 27 May 1908 by a dozen football lovers at the Concordia café (located in the Rue d'Aumale/Aumalestraat in the municipality of Anderlecht), the club beat Institut Saint-Georges in their first match by 11–8.[5] They joined the official competition in 1909–10[image: External link], starting at the lowest level in the Belgian football league system[image: External link], then the third provincial division. In 1912–13[image: External link], they gained promotion to the second-higher level of football, then named the Promotion[image: External link]. After only one season at that level, the championships were suspended due to World War I[image: External link], and resumed in 1919–20[image: External link]. With the popularity of the team increasing, Anderlecht had moved to a new stadium in the Astrid Park[image: External link] in 1917 (then known as Meir Park). They baptized the stadium Stade Emile Versé in honor of the club's first major patron, the industrialist Emile Versé.

At the end of the 1920–21 season[image: External link], Anderlecht were promoted to the first division for the first time in their history. In the next 14 seasons, Anderlecht were relegated four times (1923, 1926, 1928 and 1931) and promoted four times (1924, 1927, 1929, 1935), earning themselves the mockery of local rival clubs Union Saint-Gilloise[image: External link] and Daring Club de Bruxelles[image: External link], who nicknamed them the "lift club." In 1933, 25 years after their formation, the club changed their name to Royal Sporting Club Anderlechtois. Since their promotion in 1935, Anderlecht has remained at the top level of football. With Jef Mermans[image: External link], a striker[image: External link] signed from K Tubantia FC[image: External link] in 1942 for a record fee of 125,000 Belgian francs[image: External link], Anderlecht won their first league title in 1947. Their success increased in the following years as they won six more titles between 1949–50[image: External link] and 1955–56[image: External link] (winning three consecutive titles twice) and two more in 1958–59[image: External link] and 1961–62[image: External link]. In the 1960s, under the coaching of Pierre Sinibaldi[image: External link] and then of Andreas Beres[image: External link], the club even won five titles in a row (from 1963–64[image: External link] to 1967–68[image: External link]), which is still a Belgian league record. The star of this team was Paul Van Himst[image: External link] (topscorer in 1965, 1967 and 1969 and Belgian Golden Shoe[image: External link] winner in 1960, 1961, 1965 and 1974).

Anderlecht played in the first European Champion Clubs' Cup in 1955–56[image: External link], and lost both legs of their tie against Vörös Lobogo[image: External link]. They had to wait until the 1962–63 season[image: External link] to win their first European tie, with a 1–0 victory over Real Madrid[image: External link], which followed a 3–3 draw in Spain. For the first time, they advanced to the second round, where they beat CSKA Sofia[image: External link] before losing to Dundee[image: External link] in the quarter-finals. In the 1969–70 Inter-Cities Fairs Cup[image: External link], Anderlecht lost in the final against Arsenal[image: External link]. Between 1975 and 1984, Anderlecht only won one championship but they achieved considerable European success: they won the 1975–76[image: External link] and 1977–78 European Cup Winners' Cups[image: External link] against West Ham United[image: External link] and Austria Wien[image: External link], respectively, as well as the two subsequent European Super Cups[image: External link].

The 1982–83 season was a noteworthy season for the club for numerous reasons: former Anderlecht favourite Paul Van Himst was named the new coach, they won the 1982–83 UEFA Cup[image: External link] and the rebuilding of the club stadium began. But in the domestic league, Anderlecht had to settle for second place behind Standard. Their bid to retain the UEFA Cup in 1983–84 failed at the final hurdle against English side Tottenham Hotspur. Anderlecht reached the final controversially by beating another English side, Nottingham Forest[image: External link], with a debatable extra-time penalty to win 3–2 on aggregate. It was later found Anderlecht had bribed the referee the equivalent of £27,000 to ensure passage to the final.[6]

After three second-place finishes in a row, the Purple and Whites secured an easy 18th title in 1984–85, 11 points ahead of Club Brugge. In 1985–86, Anderlecht won the championship again, but this time after a two-legged play-off against Club Brugge. Anderlecht won their 20th championship on the last matchday of the 1986–87 season. They then lost key players Franky Vercauteren[image: External link], Enzo Scifo[image: External link] (transferred in the summer of 1987) and Juan Lozano[image: External link] (heavily injured in a game at KSV Waregem[image: External link] a few months earlier).[7] A weakened team coached by Raymond Goethals[image: External link] finished only fourth in 1988 behind Club Brugge, Mechelen and Antwerp, but they nonetheless managed to lift the Belgian Cup for the sixth time in club history after a 2–0 victory over Standard Liège, with goals by Luc Nilis[image: External link] and Eddie Krnčević[image: External link]. The next year, Anderlecht retained the trophy with goals by Krnčević and Jankovic (again with a 2–0 win over Standard), but finished second in the championship. After his second cup win, Raymond Goethals left for Bordeaux[image: External link] in the French Ligue 1[image: External link].

During the 1990s, Anderlecht reached one more European final, the 1990 European Cup Winners' Cup Final[image: External link], which they lost to Italian club Sampdoria. The club then declined in European competitions, with the 1990–91[image: External link] and 1996–97 UEFA Cup[image: External link] quarter-finals their best results. In national competition, they won four championship titles and a cup. During the 2000s, Anderlecht secured five more Belgian champion titles, reaching a total of 29 titles in 2007, in addition to one more cup victory. In the 2000–01 UEFA Champions League[image: External link], they qualified for the first time to the second round, then another group stage, where they finished third in their group behind Real Madrid and Leeds United[image: External link].

In 2009–10[image: External link], the Purple and Whites won their 30th Belgian league title, while in the 2011–12 Europa League[image: External link], Anderlecht made history by becoming the first Belgian team to finish the group stage of a European competition with the maximum number of points, dominating group opposition Lokomotiv Moscow[image: External link], Sturm Graz[image: External link] and AEK Athens[image: External link]. They were also the only team of that year's Europa League to achieve this feat. On 6 May 2012, Anderlecht won their 31st Belgian championship,[8] while on 22 July, they won their tenth Belgian Super Cup.[9]
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 Colours and badge




Anderlecht colours are purple and white, and the club's home kit is generally white with purple trim, though they did wear a black and purple home kit in the 2005–06 season, and a grey in the 2007–08 season. In the beginning, purple was the main colour of the shirts. The motto of Anderlecht (Mens sana in corpore sano) is written on its badge as are the three letters SCA referring to the initial name of the club (Sporting Club Anderlechtois). A crown was added in 1933 following the name change to Royal Sporting Club Anderlechtois. Anderlecht's colours inspired those of Al Ain FC[image: External link] in the United Arab Emirates.
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 Stadium




Main article: Constant Vanden Stock Stadium[image: External link]


Anderlecht play their home matches at the Constant Vanden Stock Stadium[image: External link] located within the Astrid Park[image: External link] in the municipality of Anderlecht. It currently has a capacity of 28,063 places, with 6,900 standing places, though the club has planned to extend the stadium to reach a capacity of 30,000, all-seated.[10] The works should start in 2011 and last two years. Anderlecht has been playing in the Astrid Park since the building of the Emile Versé Stadium in 1917. The stadium was completely rebuilt in 1983 and it was renamed in honour of the then chairman Constant Vanden Stock[image: External link]. Prior to 1917, the club has played on a ground in the current Rue du Serment/Eedstraat for a couple of years since 1908, then in a stadium located Rue Verheydenstraat (now Rue Démosthènestraat).[11] In 2013 the stadium was refreshed, installing new scoreboards and advertising strips along the perimeter of the pitch in accordance with UEFA regulations for the Champions League. ColosseoEAS[image: External link] was chosen as the provider for the ultra-modern LED strips and their controllers.

Anderlecht are due to move to the 60,000 capacity Eurostadium[image: External link] upon its expected completion in 2019.[12] The Eurostadium will also be home of the Belgian National Team[image: External link] and host fixtures in Euro 2020[image: External link]. [13]
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 Supporters




The club has had the highest average attendance in the Belgian First Division for ten years, until 2004–05[citation needed[image: External link]]. Anderlecht supporters hail from all over the country and only a minority come from the Brussels Capital Region[image: External link]. Anderlecht counts 77 fan clubs, of which 5 are abroad (one in France, one in Poland, one in Texas[image: External link], one in Montreal[image: External link] and one in Sunderland[image: External link]).[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Domestic





	
Belgian First Division[image: External link]:

	
Winners (34): 1946–47[image: External link], 1948–49[image: External link], 1949–50[image: External link], 1950–51[image: External link], 1953–54[image: External link], 1954–55[image: External link], 1955–56[image: External link], 1958–59[image: External link], 1961–62[image: External link], 1963–64[image: External link], 1964–65[image: External link], 1965–66[image: External link], 1966–67[image: External link], 1967–68[image: External link], 1971–72[image: External link], 1973–74[image: External link], 1980–81[image: External link], 1984–85[image: External link], 1985–86[image: External link], 1986–87[image: External link], 1990–91[image: External link], 1992–93[image: External link], 1993–94[image: External link], 1994–95[image: External link], 1999–00[image: External link], 2000–01[image: External link], 2003–04[image: External link], 2005–06[image: External link], 2006–07[image: External link], 2009–10[image: External link], 2011–12[image: External link], 2012–13[image: External link], 2013–14[image: External link], 2016-17[image: External link]






	
Belgian Second Division[image: External link]:

	
Winners (2): 1923–24[image: External link], 1934–35[image: External link]






	
Belgian Cup[image: External link]:

	
Winners (9): 1964–65[image: External link], 1971–72[image: External link], 1972–73[image: External link], 1974–75[image: External link], 1975–76[image: External link], 1987–88[image: External link], 1988–89[image: External link], 1993–94[image: External link], 2007–08[image: External link]






	
Belgian League Cup[image: External link]:

	
Winners (1): 1999-00[image: External link]






	
Belgian Supercup[image: External link]:

	
Winners (12): 1985[image: External link], 1987[image: External link], 1993[image: External link], 1995[image: External link], 2000[image: External link], 2001[image: External link], 2006[image: External link], 2007[image: External link], 2010[image: External link], 2012[image: External link], 2013[image: External link], 2014[image: External link]
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 International





	
UEFA Cup Winners' Cup:

	
Winners (2): 1975–76[image: External link], 1977–78[image: External link]






	
UEFA Cup[image: External link]:

	
Winners (1): 1982–83[image: External link]






	
UEFA Super Cup:

	
Winners (2): 1976[image: External link], 1978[image: External link]






	
Benelux Cup[image: External link]

	Runner-up (1): 1958[image: External link]
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 Friendlies





	
Bruges Matins[image: External link]:

	
Winners (2): 1985, 1988





	
Toulon Tournament[image: External link]:

	
Winners (1): 1967





	
Amsterdam Tournament[image: External link]:

	
Winners (1): 1976
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 European record





	Updated as of 2016.





	Competition
	GP
	W
	D
	L
	GF
	GA



	European Cup / UEFA Champions League
	182
	69
	43
	80
	277
	298



	UEFA Cup Winners' Cup
	44
	29
	3
	12
	86
	34



	UEFA Cup / UEFA Europa League
	132
	65
	31
	36
	226
	143



	UEFA Super Cup
	4
	2
	0
	2
	9
	6




A = appearances, GP = games played, W = won, D = drawn, L = lost, GF = goals for, GA = goals against.
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 Matches





	Q = qualification round

	PO = play-off

	R = round

	Group = group stage / Group 1 = first group stage / Group 2 = second group stage

	1/8 = eighth finals / 1/4 = quarter-finals / 1/2 = semi-finals

	F = final

	PUC = points UEFA coefficient[image: External link]






	Season
	Competition
	Round
	Country
	Club
	Score
	PUC



	1955–56[image: External link]
	European Cup
	1/8
	
	Vörös Lobogó SE[image: External link]
	3–6, 1–4
	0.0



	1956–57[image: External link]
	European Cup
	Q
	
	Manchester United[image: External link]
	0–2, 0–10
	0.0



	1959–60[image: External link]
	European Cup
	Q
	
	Rangers[image: External link]
	2–5, 0–2
	0.0



	1962–63[image: External link]
	European Cup
	Q
	
	Real Madrid[image: External link]
	3–3, 1–0
	7.0



	
	
	1/8
	
	CDNA Sofia[image: External link]
	2–2, 2–0



	
	
	1/4
	
	Dundee[image: External link]
	1–4, 1–2



	1964–65[image: External link]
	European Cup
	Q
	
	Bologna[image: External link]
	1–0, 1–2, 0–0
	2.0



	
	
	1/8
	
	Liverpool
	0–3, 0–1



	1965–66[image: External link]
	European Cup
	Q
	
	Fenerbahçe[image: External link]
	0–0, 5–1
	8.0



	
	
	1/8
	
	Derry City[image: External link]
	9–0, w/o



	
	
	1/4
	
	Real Madrid[image: External link]
	1–0, 2–4



	1966–67[image: External link]
	European Cup
	1R
	
	Haka Valkeakoski[image: External link]
	10–1, 2–0
	4.0



	
	
	1/8
	
	Dukla Prague[image: External link]
	1–4, 1–2



	1967–68[image: External link]
	European Cup
	1R
	
	Karl-Marx-Stadt[image: External link]
	3–1, 2–1
	5.0



	
	
	1/8
	
	Sparta Prague[image: External link]
	2–3, 3–3



	1968–69[image: External link]
	European Cup
	1R
	
	Glentoran[image: External link]
	3–0, 2–2
	5.0



	
	
	1/8
	
	Manchester United[image: External link]
	0–3, 3–1



	1969–70[image: External link]
	Inter-Cities Fairs Cup[image: External link]
	1R
	
	Valur[image: External link]
	6–0, 2–0
	19.0



	
	
	2R
	
	Coleraine[image: External link]
	6–1, 7–3



	
	
	1/8
	
	Dunfermline Athletic[image: External link]
	1–0, 2–3



	
	
	1/4
	
	Newcastle United[image: External link]
	2–0, 1–3



	
	
	1/2
	
	Internazionale[image: External link]
	0–1, 2–0



	
	
	F
	
	Arsenal[image: External link]
	3–1, 0–3



	1970–71[image: External link]
	Inter-Cities Fairs Cup
	1R
	
	Željezničar[image: External link]
	4–3, 5–4
	10.0



	
	
	2R
	
	AB Copenhagen[image: External link]
	3–1, 4–0



	
	
	1/8
	
	Vitória Setúbal[image: External link]
	2–1, 1–3



	1971–72[image: External link]
	UEFA Cup
	1R
	
	Bologna[image: External link]
	1–1, 0–2
	1.0



	1972–73[image: External link]
	European Cup
	1R
	
	Vejle BK[image: External link]
	4–2, 3–0
	4.0



	
	
	1/8
	
	Spartak Trnava[image: External link]
	0–1, 0–1



	1973–74[image: External link]
	Cup Winners' Cup
	1R
	
	Zürich[image: External link]
	3–2, 0–1
	2.0



	1974–75[image: External link]
	European Cup
	1R
	
	Slovan Bratislava[image: External link]
	2–4, 3–1
	5.0



	
	
	1/8
	
	Olympiacos[image: External link]
	5–1, 0–3



	
	
	1/4
	
	Leeds United[image: External link]
	0–3, 0–1



	1975–76[image: External link]
	Cup Winners' Cup
	1R
	
	Rapid Bucureşti[image: External link]
	0–1, 2–0
	16.0



	
	
	1/8
	
	Borac Banja Luka[image: External link]
	3–0, 0–1



	
	
	1/4
	
	Wrexham[image: External link]
	1–0, 1–1



	
	
	1/2
	
	Sachsenring Zwickau[image: External link]
	3–0, 2–0



	
	
	F
	
	West Ham United[image: External link]
	4–2



	1976[image: External link]
	UEFA Super Cup
	F
	
	Bayern Munich[image: External link]
	4–1, 1–2
	



	1976–77[image: External link]
	Cup Winners' Cup
	1R
	
	Roda JC[image: External link]
	2–1, 3–2
	15.0



	
	
	1/8
	
	Galatasaray[image: External link]
	5–1, 5–1



	
	
	1/4
	
	Southampton[image: External link]
	2–0, 1–2



	
	
	1/2
	
	Napoli[image: External link]
	0–1, 2–0



	
	
	F
	
	Hamburg[image: External link]
	0–2



	1977–78[image: External link]
	Cup Winners' Cup
	1R
	
	Lokomotiv Sofia[image: External link]
	6–1, 2–0
	18.0



	
	
	1/8
	
	Hamburg[image: External link]
	2–1, 1–1



	
	
	1/4
	
	Porto[image: External link]
	0–1, 3–0



	
	
	1/2
	
	Twente[image: External link]
	1–0, 2–0



	
	
	F
	
	Austria Wien[image: External link]
	4–0



	1978[image: External link]
	UEFA Super Cup
	F
	
	Liverpool
	3–1, 1–2
	



	1978–79[image: External link]
	Cup Winners' Cup
	1R
	
	Barcelona[image: External link]
	3–0, 0–3 (1–4 n.p.)
	2.0



	1979–80[image: External link]
	UEFA Cup
	1R
	
	Dundee United[image: External link]
	0–0, 1–1
	2.0



	1980–81[image: External link]
	UEFA Cup
	1R
	
	Kaiserslautern[image: External link]
	0–1, 3–2
	2.0



	1981–82[image: External link]
	European Cup
	1R
	
	Widzew Łódź[image: External link]
	4–1, 2–1
	14.0



	
	
	1/8
	
	Juventus[image: External link]
	3–1, 1–1



	
	
	1/4
	
	Red Star Belgrade[image: External link]
	2–1, 2–1



	
	
	1/2
	
	Aston Villa
	0–1, 0–0



	1982–83[image: External link]
	UEFA Cup
	1R
	
	Koparit Kuopio[image: External link]
	3–0, 3–1
	22.0



	
	
	2R
	
	Porto[image: External link]
	4–0, 2–3



	
	
	1/8
	
	FK Sarajevo[image: External link]
	6–1, 0–1



	
	
	1/4
	
	Valencia[image: External link]
	2–1, 3–1



	
	
	1/2
	
	FC Bohemians Praha[image: External link]
	1–0, 3–1



	
	
	F
	
	Benfica[image: External link]
	1–0, 1–1



	1983–84[image: External link]
	UEFA Cup
	1R
	
	Bryne FK[image: External link]
	3–0, 1–1
	18.0



	
	
	2R
	
	Baník Ostrava[image: External link]
	2–0, 2–2



	
	
	1/8
	
	Lens[image: External link]
	1–1, 1–0



	
	
	1/4
	
	Spartak Moscow[image: External link]
	4–2, 0–1



	
	
	1/2
	
	Nottingham Forest[image: External link]
	0–2, 3–0



	
	
	F
	
	Tottenham Hotspur
	1–1, 1–1 (3–4 a.p.)



	1984–85[image: External link]
	UEFA Cup
	1R
	
	Werder Bremen[image: External link]
	1–0, 1–2
	7.0



	
	
	2R
	
	Fiorentina[image: External link]
	1–1, 6–2



	
	
	1/8
	
	Real Madrid[image: External link]
	3–0, 1–6



	1985–86[image: External link]
	European Cup
	1/8
	
	Omonia[image: External link]
	1–0, 3–1
	10.0



	
	
	1/4
	
	Bayern Munich[image: External link]
	1–2, 2–0



	
	
	1/2
	
	Steaua București[image: External link]
	1–0, 0–3



	1986–87[image: External link]
	European Cup
	1R
	
	Górnik Zabrze[image: External link]
	2–0, 1–1
	7.0



	
	
	1/8
	
	Steaua București[image: External link]
	3–0, 0–1



	
	
	1/4
	
	Bayern Munich[image: External link]
	0–5, 2–2



	1987–88[image: External link]
	European Cup
	1R
	
	Malmö FF[image: External link]
	1–0, 1–1
	10.0



	
	
	1/8
	
	Sparta Prague[image: External link]
	2–1, 1–0



	
	
	1/4
	
	Benfica[image: External link]
	0–2, 1–0



	1988–89[image: External link]
	Cup Winners' Cup
	1R
	
	Metz[image: External link]
	3–1, 2–0
	4.0



	
	
	1/8
	
	KV Mechelen[image: External link]
	0–1, 0–2



	1989–90[image: External link]
	Cup Winners' Cup
	1R
	
	Ballymena United[image: External link]
	6–0, 4–0
	16.0



	
	
	1/8
	
	Barcelona[image: External link]
	2–0, 1–2



	
	
	1/4
	
	FC Admira/Wacker[image: External link]
	2–0, 1–1



	
	
	1/2
	
	Dinamo București[image: External link]
	1–0, 1–0



	
	
	F
	
	Sampdoria
	0–2



	1990–91[image: External link]
	UEFA Cup
	1R
	
	Petrolul Ploiești[image: External link]
	2–0, 2–0
	10.0



	
	
	2R
	
	Omonia[image: External link]
	1–1, 3–0



	
	
	1/8
	
	Borussia Dortmund[image: External link]
	1–0, 1–2



	
	
	1/4
	
	Roma[image: External link]
	0–3, 2–3



	1991–92[image: External link]
	European Cup
	1R
	
	Grasshopper[image: External link]
	1–1, 3–0
	14.0



	
	
	2R
	
	PSV Eindhoven[image: External link]
	0–0, 2–0



	
	
	Group
	
	Panathinaikos[image: External link]
	0–0, 0–0



	
	
	Group
	
	Red Star Belgrade[image: External link]
	2–3, 3–2



	
	
	Group
	
	Sampdoria
	3–2, 0–2



	1992–93[image: External link]
	UEFA Cup
	1R
	
	Hibernian[image: External link]
	2–2, 1–1
	8.0



	
	
	2R
	
	Dynamo Kyiv[image: External link]
	4–2, 3–0



	
	
	1/8
	
	Paris Saint-Germain
	0–0, 1–1



	1993–94[image: External link]
	Champions League
	1R
	
	HJK Helsinki[image: External link]
	3–0, 3–0
	14.0



	
	
	2R
	
	Sparta Prague[image: External link]
	1–0, 4–2



	
	
	Group
	
	Milan[image: External link]
	0–0, 0–0



	
	
	Group
	
	Werder Bremen[image: External link]
	3–5, 1–2



	
	
	Group
	
	Porto[image: External link]
	1–0, 0–2



	1994–95[image: External link]
	Champions League
	Group
	
	Steaua Bucureşti[image: External link]
	0–0, 1–1
	5.0



	
	
	Group
	
	Benfica[image: External link]
	1–3, 1–1



	
	
	Group
	
	Hajduk Split[image: External link]
	1–2, 0–0



	1995–96[image: External link]
	Champions League
	Q
	
	Ferencváros[image: External link]
	0–1, 1–1
	1.0



	1996–97[image: External link]
	UEFA Cup
	1R
	
	Alania Vladikavkaz[image: External link]
	1–2, 4–0
	9.0



	
	
	2R
	
	Vitória Guimarães[image: External link]
	1–1, 0–0



	
	
	1/8
	
	Helsingborgs IF[image: External link]
	0–0, 1–0



	
	
	1/4
	
	Internazionale[image: External link]
	1–1, 1–2



	1997–98[image: External link]
	UEFA Cup
	2Q
	
	Vorskla Poltava[image: External link]
	2–0, 2–0
	6.0



	
	
	1R
	
	Austria Salzburg[image: External link]
	3–4, 4–2



	
	
	2R
	
	Schalke 04[image: External link]
	0–1, 1–2



	1998–99[image: External link]
	UEFA Cup
	1Q
	
	Tiligul Tiraspol[image: External link]
	1–0, 5–0
	4.0



	
	
	2Q
	
	NK Osijek[image: External link]
	1–3, 2–0



	
	
	1R
	
	Grasshopper[image: External link]
	0–0, 0–2



	1999–2000[image: External link]
	UEFA Cup
	Q
	
	KS/Leiftur[image: External link]
	6–1, 3–0
	8.0



	
	
	1R
	
	Olimpija Ljubljana[image: External link]
	3–1, 3–0



	
	
	2R
	
	Bologna[image: External link]
	2–1, 0–3



	2000–01[image: External link]
	Champions League
	2Q
	
	Anorthosis[image: External link]
	4–2, 0–0
	16.0



	
	
	3Q
	
	Porto[image: External link]
	1–0, 0–0



	
	
	Group 1
	
	Manchester United[image: External link]
	1–5, 2–1



	
	
	Group 1
	
	PSV Eindhoven[image: External link]
	1–0, 3–2



	
	
	Group 1
	
	Dynamo Kiev[image: External link]
	0–4, 4–2



	
	
	Group 2
	
	Lazio[image: External link]
	1–0, 1–2



	
	
	Group 2
	
	Real Madrid[image: External link]
	1–4, 2–0



	
	
	Group 2
	
	Leeds United[image: External link]
	1–2, 1–4



	2001–02[image: External link]
	Champions League
	2Q
	
	Sheriff Tiraspol[image: External link]
	4–0, 2–1
	7.5



	
	
	3Q
	
	Halmstads BK[image: External link]
	3–2, 1–1



	
	
	Group 1
	
	Lokomotiv Moscow[image: External link]
	1–1, 1–5



	
	
	Group 1
	
	Roma[image: External link]
	0–0, 1–1



	
	
	Group 1
	
	Real Madrid[image: External link]
	1–4, 0–2



	2002–03[image: External link]
	UEFA Cup
	1R
	
	Stabæk[image: External link]
	0–1, 2–1
	11.0



	
	
	2R
	
	Midtjylland[image: External link]
	3–1, 3–0



	
	
	3R
	
	Bordeaux[image: External link]
	2–0, 2–2



	
	
	1/8
	
	Panathinaikos[image: External link]
	0–3, 2–0



	2003–04[image: External link]
	Champions League
	2Q
	
	Rapid Bucureşti[image: External link]
	0–0, 3–2
	9.5



	
	
	3Q
	
	Wisła Kraków[image: External link]
	3–1, 1–0



	
	
	Group
	
	Lyon[image: External link]
	0–1, 1–0



	
	
	Group
	
	Bayern Munich[image: External link]
	1–1, 0–1



	
	
	Group
	
	Celtic[image: External link]
	1–0, 1–3



	2004–05[image: External link]
	Champions League
	3Q
	
	Benfica[image: External link]
	0–1, 3–0
	4.0



	
	
	Group
	
	Valencia[image: External link]
	0–2, 1–2



	
	
	Group
	
	Internazionale[image: External link]
	1–3, 0–3



	
	
	Group
	
	Werder Bremen[image: External link]
	1–2, 1–5



	2005–06[image: External link]
	Champions League
	2Q
	
	Neftchi Baku[image: External link]
	5–0, 0–1
	8.0



	
	
	3Q
	
	Slavia Prague[image: External link]
	2–1, 2–0



	
	
	Group
	
	Chelsea[image: External link]
	0–1, 0–2



	
	
	Group
	
	Real Betis[image: External link]
	0–1, 1–0



	
	
	Group
	
	Liverpool
	0–1, 0–3



	2006–07[image: External link]
	Champions League
	Group
	
	Lille[image: External link]
	1–1, 2–2
	7.0



	
	
	Group
	
	AEK Athens[image: External link]
	1–1, 2–2



	
	
	Group
	
	Milan[image: External link]
	0–1, 1–4



	2007–08[image: External link]
	Champions League
	3Q
	
	Fenerbahçe[image: External link]
	0–1, 0–2
	12.0



	2007–08[image: External link]
	UEFA Cup
	1R
	
	Rapid Wien
	1–1, 1–0



	
	
	Group
	
	Hapoel Tel Aviv[image: External link]
	2–0



	
	
	Group
	
	Aalborg BK[image: External link]
	1–1



	
	
	Group
	
	Tottenham Hotspur
	1–1



	
	
	Group
	
	Getafe[image: External link]
	1–2



	
	
	3R
	
	Bordeaux[image: External link]
	2–1, 1–1



	
	
	1/8
	
	Bayern Munich[image: External link]
	0–5, 2–1



	2008–09[image: External link]
	Champions League
	2Q
	
	BATE[image: External link]
	1–2, 2–2
	0.5



	2009–10[image: External link]
	Champions League
	3Q
	
	Sivasspor[image: External link]
	5–0, 1–3
	13.0



	
	
	4Q
	
	Lyon[image: External link]
	1–5, 1–3



	2009–10[image: External link]
	Europa League
	Group
	
	Ajax[image: External link]
	1–1, 3–1



	
	
	Group
	
	Dinamo Zagreb[image: External link]
	2–0, 0–1



	
	
	Group
	
	FC Timișoara[image: External link]
	0–0, 3–1



	
	
	2R
	
	Athletic Bilbao[image: External link]
	1–1, 4–0



	
	
	1/8
	
	Hamburg[image: External link]
	1–3, 4–3



	2010–11[image: External link]
	Champions League
	3Q
	
	The New Saints[image: External link]
	3–1, 3–0
	5.0



	
	
	PO
	
	FK Partizan[image: External link]
	2–2, 2–2 (2–3, pen.)



	2010–11[image: External link]
	Europa League
	Group
	
	Zenit Saint Petersburg[image: External link]
	1–3, 1–3



	
	
	Group
	
	AEK Athens[image: External link]
	3–0, 1–1



	
	
	Group
	
	Hajduk Split[image: External link]
	0–1, 2–0



	
	
	2R
	
	Ajax[image: External link]
	0–3, 0–2



	2011–12[image: External link]
	Europa League
	PO
	
	Bursaspor[image: External link]
	2–1, 2–2
	12.0



	
	
	Group
	
	AEK Athens[image: External link]
	4–1, 2–1



	
	
	Group
	
	Lokomotiv Moscow[image: External link]
	2–0, 5–3



	
	
	Group
	
	Sturm Graz[image: External link]
	2–0, 3–0



	
	
	2R
	
	AZ[image: External link]
	0–1, 0–1



	2012–13[image: External link]
	Champions League
	3Q
	
	Ekranas[image: External link]
	5–0, 6–0
	7.0



	
	
	PO
	
	AEL Limassol[image: External link]
	1–2, 2–0



	
	
	Group
	
	Milan[image: External link]
	0–0, 1–3



	
	
	Group
	
	Málaga[image: External link]
	0–3, 2–2



	
	
	Group
	
	Zenit St. Petersburg[image: External link]
	0–1, 1–0



	2013–14[image: External link]
	Champions League
	Group
	
	Benfica[image: External link]
	0–2, 2–3
	5.0



	
	
	Group
	
	Olympiacos[image: External link]
	0–3, 1–3



	
	
	Group
	
	Paris Saint-Germain
	0–5, 1–1



	2014–15[image: External link]
	Champions League
	Group
	
	Arsenal[image: External link]
	1–2, 3–3
	10.0



	
	
	Group
	
	Borussia Dortmund[image: External link]
	0–3, 1–1



	
	
	Group
	
	Galatasaray[image: External link]
	1–1, 2–0



	2014–15[image: External link]
	Europa League
	Round of 32
	
	Dynamo Moscow[image: External link]
	0–0, 1–3



	2015–16[image: External link]
	Europa League
	Group
	
	Monaco[image: External link]
	1–1, 2–0
	11.0



	
	
	Group
	
	Qarabağ[image: External link]
	2–1, 0–1



	
	
	Group
	
	Tottenham Hotspur
	2–1, 1–2



	
	
	Round of 32
	
	Olympiacos[image: External link]
	1–0, 2–1 ( a.e.t.[image: External link])



	
	
	1/8
	
	Shakhtar Donetsk[image: External link]
	1–3, 0–1



	2016–17[image: External link]
	Champions League
	3Q
	
	Rostov[image: External link]
	0–2, 2–2
	14.0



	2016–17[image: External link]
	Europa League
	PO
	
	Slavia Prague[image: External link]
	3–0, 3–0



	
	
	Group
	
	Saint-Étienne[image: External link]
	2–3, 1–1



	
	
	Group
	
	Gabala[image: External link]
	3–1, 3–1



	
	
	Group
	
	Mainz 05[image: External link]
	6–1, 1–1



	
	
	Round of 32
	
	Zenit Saint Petersburg[image: External link]
	2–0, 1–3 (a.g.)



	
	
	1/8
	
	APOEL[image: External link]
	1–0, 1–0



	
	
	1/4
	
	Manchester United[image: External link]
	1–1, 1–2





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Summary of best results




From the quarter-finals upwards:

(5 cups) + (4 finals)

European Cup[image: External link]/UEFA Champions League:


	- semi-finalists in 1982 and 1986

	- quarter-finalists in 1963, 1966, 1975, 1987 and 1988

	- group stage (last 8) in 1994



UEFA Cup Winners' Cup (2) + (2):


	- winners in 1976 and 1978


	- finalists in 1977 and 1990




UEFA Cup[image: External link]/UEFA Europa League (1) + (2):


	- winners in 1983


	- finalists in 1970 and 1984


	- quarter-finalists in 1991, 1997, and 2017



UEFA Super Cup (2):


	- winners in 1976 and 1978
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 UEFA club coefficient ranking




Club Ranking for 2016/2017 Euro Season (Previous year rank in italics, UEFA Club Coefficients in parentheses)
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 Players
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 Current squad





	
As of 30 March 2017 [14]




Note: Flags indicate national team as defined under FIFA eligibility rules[image: External link]. Players may hold more than one non-FIFA nationality.



	


	No.
	
	Position
	Player



	1
	
	GK[image: External link]
	Rubén[image: External link]



	3
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Olivier Deschacht[image: External link]



	4
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Kara Mbodji[image: External link]



	5
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Uroš Spajić[image: External link] (on loan from Toulouse[image: External link])



	7
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Andy Najar[image: External link]



	8
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Stéphane Badji[image: External link]



	10
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Massimo Bruno[image: External link] (on loan from RB Leipzig[image: External link])



	11
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Alexandru Chipciu[image: External link]



	12
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Dennis Appiah[image: External link]



	14
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Bram Nuytinck[image: External link]



	17
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Diego Capel[image: External link]



	18
	
	FW[image: External link]
	Frank Acheampong[image: External link]



	20
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Sven Kums[image: External link]





	
	


	No.
	
	Position
	Player



	22
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Idrissa Doumbia[image: External link]



	23
	
	GK[image: External link]
	Frank Boeckx[image: External link]



	24
	
	FW[image: External link]
	Isaac Thelin[image: External link] (on loan from Bordeaux[image: External link])



	25
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Adrien Trebel[image: External link]



	32
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Leander Dendoncker[image: External link]



	37
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Ivan Obradović[image: External link]



	41
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Emmanuel Sowah Adjei[image: External link]



	45
	
	GK[image: External link]
	Mile Svilar



	47
	
	FW[image: External link]
	Andy Kawaya[image: External link]



	49
	
	FW[image: External link]
	Jorn Vancamp[image: External link]



	73
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Nicolae Stanciu[image: External link]



	91
	
	FW[image: External link]
	Łukasz Teodorczyk[image: External link]



	94
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Sofiane Hanni[image: External link] ( Captain[image: External link])
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 Out on loan




Note: Flags indicate national team as defined under FIFA eligibility rules[image: External link]. Players may hold more than one non-FIFA nationality.



	


	No.
	
	Position
	Player



	1
	
	GK[image: External link]
	Davy Roef[image: External link] (at Deportivo La Coruna[image: External link] until 30 June 2017)



	2
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Rafael Galhardo[image: External link] (at Atlético Paranaense[image: External link] until 30 June 2017)



	9
	
	FW[image: External link]
	Hamdi Harbaoui[image: External link] (at Charleroi[image: External link] until 30 June 2017)



	21
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Fabrice N'Sakala[image: External link] (at Alanyaspor[image: External link] until 30 June 2017)



	24
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Michaël Heylen[image: External link] (at Westerlo[image: External link] until 30 June 2017)



	27
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Mahmoud Hassan[image: External link] (at Mouscron[image: External link] until 30 June 2017)





	
	


	No.
	
	Position
	Player



	77
	
	FW[image: External link]
	Nathan Kabasele[image: External link] (at Mouscron[image: External link] until 30 June 2017)



	97
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Dodi Lukebakio[image: External link] (at Toulouse[image: External link] until 30 June 2017)



	
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Anthony Vanden Borre[image: External link] (at Montpellier[image: External link] until 30 June 2017)



	
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Sebastian De Maio[image: External link] (at Fiorentina[image: External link] until 30 June 2017)



	
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Nathan de Medina[image: External link] (at OH Leuven[image: External link] until 30 June 2017)



	
	
	FW[image: External link]
	Aaron Leya Iseka[image: External link] (at Marseille[image: External link] until 30 June 2017)
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 Notable players




For a list of former and current players, see List of R.S.C. Anderlecht players[image: External link].
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 Managers




For a list of former and current managers, see List of R.S.C. Anderlecht managers[image: External link].

There have been a total of 37 permanent managers and 3 caretaker managers[image: External link] of Anderlecht since the appointment of the first manager, Sylva Brébart in 1920. The club's longest-serving manager is Englishman Bill Gormlie[image: External link] who served during 9 seasons between 1950 and 1959. Frenchman[image: External link] Georges Perino is the first Anderlecht manager to have claimed a trophy, with the first championship win in 1946–47[image: External link]. Seven Anderlecht managers have managed the club on two occasions: Ernest Churchill Smith, Pierre Sinibaldi[image: External link], Urbain Braems[image: External link], Raymond Goethals[image: External link], Arie Haan[image: External link], Johan Boskamp[image: External link] and Franky Vercauteren[image: External link]. Other managers have also played another role in the club before being appointed manager, for instance Jean Dockx[image: External link], who served three times as caretaker before being appointed manager.
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 Captains







	

	
Franky Vercauteren[image: External link] (1981–87)

	
Georges Grün[image: External link] (1987–90)

	
Filip De Wilde[image: External link] (1990–93)

	
Marc Degryse[image: External link] (1993–95)

	
Georges Grün[image: External link] (1995–96)

	
Pär Zetterberg[image: External link] (1996–00)

	
Lorenzo Staelens[image: External link] (2000–01)

	
Glen De Boeck[image: External link] (2001–03)

	
Walter Baseggio[image: External link] (2003–2005)

	
Besnik Hasi[image: External link] (2005–06)




	

	
Bart Goor[image: External link] (2006–08)

	
Olivier Deschacht[image: External link] (2009–11)

	
Lucas Biglia[image: External link] (2011–13)

	
Guillaume Gillet[image: External link] (2013–2014)

	
Silvio Proto[image: External link] (2014–2016)

	
Sofiane Hanni[image: External link] (2016– )
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 Other sections




In 1993, Brussels D71 became Anderlecht's women team[image: External link]. The team has won three Leagues[image: External link] and five Cups[image: External link] since.
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 Club presidents






	Anderlecht Ownership



	Owner
	President
	From
	To
	Notes



	Group Concordia
	Charles Roos[image: External link]
	1908
	1911
	



	Group Concordia
	Théo Verbeeck[image: External link]
	1911
	1951
	Former club player



	
	Albert Roosens
	1951
	1971
	



	Constant Vanden Stock[image: External link]
	Constant Vanden Stock[image: External link]
	1971
	1996
	Belgium national team manager



	Constant Vanden Stock[image: External link]
	Roger Vanden Stock[image: External link]
	1996
	2008
	



	Roger Vanden Stock[image: External link]
	Roger Vanden Stock[image: External link]
	2008
	Present
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SK Rapid Wien






Sportklub Rapid Wien (German pronunciation: [raˈpiːd viːn][image: External link]), often called Rapid Vienna in English, is an Austrian football[image: External link] club playing in the country's capital city of Vienna[image: External link]. Rapid is the most successful Austrian club in terms of league titles; it has won 32 Austrian league titles, and a German championship in 1941[image: External link] during Nazi rule[image: External link]. Rapid twice reached the final of the European Cup Winners' Cup[image: External link] in 1985 and 1996, losing on both occasions.

The club is often known as Die Grün-Weißen (The Green-whites) for its team colours or as Hütteldorfer, in reference to the location of the Gerhard Hanappi Stadium[image: External link], which is in Hütteldorf[image: External link], part of the city's 14th district, Penzing[image: External link].



TOP
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 History
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 Early history




The club was founded in 1897 as Erster Wiener Arbeiter-Fußball-Club (First Viennese Workers' Football Club). The team's original colours were red and blue, which are still often used in away matches. On 8 January 1899 the club was renamed, taking on its present name of Sportklub Rapid Wien, following the example of Rapide Berlin[image: External link]. In 1904, the team colours were changed to green and white. The club won Austria's first ever national championship in 1911–12[image: External link] by a single point,[1] and retained the title the following season.[2]
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 Between World Wars




Rapid became a dominant force during the years between the world wars, an era in which Austria was one of the leading football nations on the continent. It won its first hat-trick of titles from 1919 to 1921.[3] After the annexation of Austria to Germany[image: External link] in 1938, Rapid joined the German football system, playing in the regional first division Gauliga Ostmark[image: External link] along with clubs such as Wacker Wien[image: External link] and Admira Vienna[image: External link]. Rapid would be the most successful of these clubs. They won the Tschammerpokal, predecessor of today's German Cup[image: External link], in 1938 with a 3–1 victory over FSV Frankfurt[image: External link], and followed that with a German Championship[image: External link] in 1941 by defeating Schalke 04[image: External link], the most dominant German club of the era. The team was able to overcome a 3–0 Schalke lead to win the match 4–3.
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 Post-World War II




As the winners of the 1954–55 season[image: External link], Rapid were Austria's entrant for the inaugural European Cup[image: External link] in the following season. They were drawn in the first round against PSV Eindhoven[image: External link] of the Netherlands, and opened with a 6–1 home victory with Alfred Körner[image: External link] scoring a hat-trick. Despite losing the away leg 1–0. the club still advanced to a quarter-final, where they started with a 1–1 home draw against Italy's AC Milan[image: External link] before being defeated 7–2 in the away match at the San Siro[image: External link] and lose 8–3 on aggregate.[4]

Rapid's best performance in the European Cup came in the 1960–61 season when they reached the semi-final before being eliminated by eventual winners S.L. Benfica[image: External link] of Portugal 4–1 on aggregate. Previously, in the quarter-final, the club required a replay to eliminate East German club Aue[image: External link] from the tournament after a 3–3 aggregate draw. The modern away goals rule would have seen Aue advance without needing the replay, held at the St Jakob Park[image: External link] in neutral Basel[image: External link], Switzerland.[5]

The club was involved in a controversial episode in 1984 when they eliminated Scottish club Celtic[image: External link] from the European Cup Winners Cup[image: External link] last 16. Celtic were leading 4–3 on aggregate with 14 minutes left in the match, when Rapid conceded a penalty. As the Rapid players protested to the match officials, their defender Rudolf Weinhofer[image: External link] then fell to the ground, and claimed to have been hit by a bottle thrown from the stands. Television images clearly showed that a bottle was thrown onto the pitch and did not hit the player. The match finished 4–3, but Rapid appealed to UEFA[image: External link] for a replay, and both teams were fined. The replay appeal was turned down initially, but Rapid appealed for a second time. On this occasion, Rapid's fine was doubled but UEFA also stipulated that the game be replayed 100 miles away from Celtic's ground. The game was held on 12 December 1984 at Old Trafford[image: External link], Manchester, England and Rapid won 1–0 through a Peter Pacult[image: External link] strike.

Rapid reached its first European final in 1985, losing 3–1 in the Cup Winners' Cup Final[image: External link] to Everton[image: External link] of England in Rotterdam. Eleven years later, in the same tournament's final in Brussels[image: External link], Rapid lost 1–0 to Paris SG[image: External link] of France.[6]

Rapid reached the Group Stage of the UEFA Champions League for the most recent time in 2005–06[image: External link] after beating Dudelange[image: External link] of Luxembourg 9–3 on aggregate and then defeating Lokomotiv Moscow[image: External link] 2–1 on aggregate in a play-off after a 1–0 victory in Russia. They eventually finished last in their group after losing all of their matches with Bayern Munich[image: External link], Juventus[image: External link] and Club Brugge[image: External link].[7]
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 Club culture




Almost since the club's beginnings, Rapid fans have announced the last fifteen minutes of the game by way of the traditional "Rapidviertelstunde" – rhythmic clapping at home or away no matter what the score. The first mention of the practise goes back to 1913, and on 21 April 1918 a newspaper wrote about the fans clapping at the beginning of the "Rapidviertelstunde". Over the decades, there were many instances where the team managed to turn around a losing position by not giving up and, with their fans' support, fighting their way to a win just before the final whistle.
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 Stadium




Rapid played at the Gerhard Hanappi Stadium[image: External link], which was opened on 10 May 1977 with a Wien derby[image: External link] match against Austria Vienna[image: External link] until the 2013/2014 season. The stadium bore the name of its architect Gerhard Hanappi[image: External link], who also played for Rapid from 1950 to 1965. Prior to 1980, when it was renamed in his honour, it was known as the Weststadion (Western Stadium), due to its position in the city.

In June 2014, it was announced that a new stadium, named Allianz Stadion[image: External link], will be built in place of the Gerhard Hanappi Stadium.[8] During its construction, Rapid will host its home games in the Ernst Happel Stadion[image: External link].
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 Wien Derby




Main article: Wien derby[image: External link]


Rapid Vienna contest the Wien derby[image: External link] with their local rival Austria Vienna[image: External link]. The two clubs are the most supported and successful in the entire country. Both teams originate from Hietzing[image: External link], the 13th district in the west of the city, but have since moved into different districts. While Austria Vienna is seen as a middle-class club, Rapid traditionally hold the support of the capital's working class. The two clubs first met in a league championship match on 8 September 1911, a 4–1 victory for Rapid.[9] The fixture is the most-played derby in European football after the Old Firm[image: External link] match in Glasgow[image: External link], Scotland.
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 Honours




Rapid is Austria's record titleholder, winning these a total of 32 times to date. The club won a German Championship and German Cup while part of that country's football competition from 1938–45, following the annexation of Austria by Germany on 12 March 1938.


	
Austrian Championship[image: External link] (32): 1912, 1913, 1916, 1917, 1919, 1920, 1921, 1923, 1929, 1930, 1935, 1938, 1940, 1941, 1946, 1948, 1951, 1952, 1954, 1956, 1957[image: External link], 1960[image: External link], 1964[image: External link], 1967[image: External link], 1968[image: External link], 1981–82[image: External link], 1982–83[image: External link], 1986–87[image: External link], 1987–88[image: External link], 1995–96[image: External link], 2004–05[image: External link], 2007–08[image: External link]


	
Austrian Cup[image: External link] (14): 1919, 1920, 1927, 1946, 1961, 1968, 1969, 1972, 1976, 1983, 1984, 1985, 1987, 1995

	
Austrian Supercup[image: External link]: 1986, 1987, 1988, 2008 (Unofficial edition)


	
German Championship[image: External link]: 1941[image: External link]


	
German Cup[image: External link]: 1938[image: External link]


	
Mitropa Cup[image: External link]: 1930, 1951

	
Intertoto Cup[image: External link]: 1992, 1993

	
Intertoto Cup[image: External link] Organized by UEFA: 2007

	
Cup Winners' Cup[image: External link] Runners-up: 1985, 1996
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 Current squad





	As of 31 January 2017



Note: Flags indicate national team as defined under FIFA eligibility rules[image: External link]. Players may hold more than one non-FIFA nationality.



	


	No.
	
	Position
	Player



	1
	
	GK[image: External link]
	Ján Novota[image: External link]



	3
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Christoph Schößwendter[image: External link]



	4
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Thomas Schrammel[image: External link]



	6
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Mario Sonnleitner[image: External link]



	7
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Philipp Schobesberger[image: External link]



	8
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Stefan Schwab[image: External link]



	9
	
	FW[image: External link]
	Matej Jelić[image: External link]



	10
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Louis Schaub[image: External link]



	11
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Steffen Hofmann[image: External link] ( captain[image: External link])



	13
	
	FW[image: External link]
	Giorgi Kvilitaia[image: External link]



	16
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Philipp Malicsek[image: External link]



	17
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Christopher Dibon[image: External link]



	18
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Tamás Szántó[image: External link]



	20
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Maximilian Hofmann[image: External link]





	
	


	No.
	
	Position
	Player



	21
	
	GK[image: External link]
	Tobias Knoflach[image: External link]



	22
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Mario Pavelić[image: External link]



	23
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Arnór Ingvi Traustason[image: External link]



	24
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Stephan Auer[image: External link]



	26
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Ivan Močinić[image: External link]



	27
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Andreas Kuen[image: External link]



	28
	
	FW[image: External link]
	Tomi Correa[image: External link]



	29
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Thomas Murg[image: External link]



	30
	
	GK[image: External link]
	Richard Strebinger[image: External link]



	34
	
	FW[image: External link]
	Joelinton[image: External link] (on loan from Hoffenheim[image: External link])



	36
	
	FW[image: External link]
	Kelvin Arase[image: External link]



	38
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Manuel Thurnwald[image: External link]



	39
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Maximilian Wöber[image: External link]



	41
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Osarenren Okungbowa[image: External link]
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 Out on loan




Note: Flags indicate national team as defined under FIFA eligibility rules[image: External link]. Players may hold more than one non-FIFA nationality.



	


	No.
	
	Position
	Player



	15
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Srđan Grahovac[image: External link] (to Astana[image: External link])



	–
	
	FW[image: External link]
	Philipp Prosenik[image: External link] (to Wolfsberg[image: External link])



	–
	
	FW[image: External link]
	Maximilian Entrup[image: External link] (to St. Pölten[image: External link])



	–
	
	GK[image: External link]
	Paul Gartler (to Kapfenberg[image: External link])
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 Managers since 1910







	

	
Dionys Schönecker[image: External link] (1910–25)

	
Stanley Wilmott (1925–26)

	
Edi Bauer[image: External link] (1926–36)

	
Leopold Nitsch[image: External link] (1936–45)

	
Hans Pesser[image: External link] (1 July 1945 – 28 Feb 1953)

	
Josef Uridil[image: External link] (1953–54)

	
Viktor Hierländer[image: External link] (1954–55)

	
Leopold Gernhardt[image: External link] (1955)

	
Franz Wagner[image: External link] (1955)

	
Alois Beranek[image: External link] (1956)

	
Franz Wagner[image: External link] (1956)

	
Max Merkel[image: External link] (1 July 1956 – 30 June 1958)

	
Rudolf Kumhofer (1958–59)

	
Robert Körner[image: External link] (1 July 1959 – 30 June 1966)

	
Rudolf Vytlacil[image: External link] (1 July 1966–68)

	
Karl Decker[image: External link] (1968–70)

	
Rudolf Vytlacil[image: External link] (1968 – 30 April 1969)

	
Karl Rappan[image: External link] (1969–70)

	
Gerd Springer[image: External link] (1970–72)

	
Robert Körner[image: External link] (1972)

	
Ernst Hlozek[image: External link] (1 April 1972 – 22 April 1975)

	
Josef Pecanka[image: External link] (1975)

	
F. Binder[image: External link] / R. Körner[image: External link] (Sept 1, 1975 – 30 June 1976)

	
Antoni Brzezanczyk[image: External link] (1976–77)

	
Robert Körner[image: External link] (1977)




	

	
Karl Schlechta[image: External link] (1978–79)

	
Walter Skocik[image: External link] (1 July 1979 – 1 April 1982)

	
Rudolf Nuske[image: External link] (1982)

	
Otto Barić[image: External link] (1 July 1982 – 30 June 1985)

	
Vlatko Marković[image: External link] (1 July 1985 – 30 June 1986)

	
Otto Barić[image: External link] (1 July 1986 – Sept 11, 1988)

	
Wilhelm Kaipel[image: External link] (interim) (Sept 12, 1988 – Sept 19, 1988)

	
Vlatko Marković[image: External link] (Sept 19, 1988 – 30 June 1989)

	
Hans Krankl[image: External link] (1 July 1989 – 30 June 1992)

	
August Starek[image: External link] (1 July 1992 – 31 May 1993)

	
Hubert Baumgartner[image: External link] (1 July 1993 – 22 May 1994)

	
Ernst Dokupil[image: External link] (23 May 1994 – 1 April 1998)

	
Heribert Weber[image: External link] (1 April 1998 – 1 May 2000)

	
Ernst Dokupil[image: External link] (1 July 2000 – 18 Aug 2001)

	
Peter Persidis[image: External link] (interim) (18 Aug 2001 – Sept 5, 2001)

	
Lothar Matthäus[image: External link] (Sept 6, 2001 – 10 May 2002)

	
Josef Hickersberger[image: External link] (1 July 2002 – 31 Dec 2005)

	
Georg Zellhofer[image: External link] (1 Jan 2006 – 27 Aug 2006)

	
Peter Pacult[image: External link] (Sept 5, 2006 – 11 April 2011)

	
Zoran Barisic[image: External link] (interim) (11 April 2011 – 30 May 2011)

	
Peter Schöttel[image: External link] (1 June 2011 – 17 April 2013)

	
Zoran Barisic[image: External link] (17 April 2013 – 6 June 2016)

	
Mike Büskens[image: External link] (7 June 2016 – 7 November 2016)

	
Damir Canadi[image: External link] (11 November 2016 – 8 April 2017)

	
Goran Djuricin[image: External link] (9 April - 30 June 2018)
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 See also





	List of SK Rapid Wien records and statistics[image: External link]
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Rot-Weiss Essen






Rot-Weiss Essen is a German association football club[image: External link] based in Essen[image: External link], North Rhine-Westphalia. The club currently plays in the fourth-tier Regionalliga West[image: External link], at the Stadion Essen[image: External link].

The team won the DFB-Pokal[image: External link] in 1953, and the German championship[image: External link] in 1955. The latter success qualified them to the first season of the European Cup[image: External link].



TOP
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 Early years




The club was formed as SV Vogelheim on 1 February 1907 out of the merger of two smaller clubs: SC Preussen and Deutsche Eiche. In 1910, Vogelheim came to an arrangement with Turnerbund Bergeborbeck that allowed the two clubs to field a football side. The footballers left in 1913 to set up their own club, Spiel- und Sportverein Emscher-Vogelheim, which changed its name to Spiel und Sport 1912 after World War I. Finally, in 1923, this side turned again to Turnerbund Bergeborbeck to create Rot-Weiss Essen.
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 Breakthrough to the Gauliga




In 1938, RWE broke into top-flight football in the Gauliga Niederrhein[image: External link], one of sixteen premier divisions formed in the 1933 re-organization of German football under the Third Reich[image: External link], and came within a point of taking the division title in 1941. In 1943 they played with BV Altenessen as the combined wartime side KSG SC Rot-Weiß Essen/BV 06 Altenessen. The next season this club was in turn joined by BVB Essen, but played only a single match in a stillborn season as World War II overtook the country.
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 Rise and golden years




The club returned to first division football in the Oberliga West[image: External link] in 1948, where a series of solid performances led to a divisional championship in 1952. The pinnacle of the club's success came with a 2–1 win over Alemannia Aachen[image: External link] in the 1953 DFB-Pokal[image: External link] final, followed by a national championship in 1955 when it beat 1. FC Kaiserslautern[image: External link] 4–3. The following season, Rot-Weiss became the first German side to qualify for the European Cup.

Their performance tailed off after this and RWE became just another mid-table side before they were relegated in 1961. The club then played most of the 1960s as a second division side, but did manage its first appearance in the top-flight Bundesliga[image: External link] in 1966–67[image: External link]. It returned to the Bundesliga for two seasons in 1969–70[image: External link], and again, for four seasons beginning in 1973–74[image: External link].
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 Financial problems and slow decline




Since 1978 Rot-Weiss has been a solid second- or third-tier club, with just one season spent in the Oberliga Nordrhein[image: External link] (IV) in 1998–99. The club has been plagued by financial problems that saw it denied a license in 1984, 1991, and 1994, leading to demotion from the 2.Bundesliga each time as a result. Bright spots during this period included winning the German amateur championship[image: External link] in 1992 and an appearance in the 1994 DFB-Pokal[image: External link] final, which they lost 1–3 to SV Werder Bremen[image: External link].

RWE returned to the Regionalliga Nord[image: External link] (III) in 1999, and dropped still further to the Oberliga (IV) the next season. In 2004, they won promotion back to the 2. Bundesliga, but stumbled to a 17th-place finish and were relegated once again.

In November 2005 Pelé[image: External link] became an honorary club member (membership number 23101940).[1][2]

The team reappeared in second division play on the strength of a first place Regionalliga finish, but narrowly missed staying up when they lost the critical final match of the 2006–07 season[image: External link] 0–3 to Duisburg.

Rot-Weiss became a fourth division side following the introduction of the 3. Liga[image: External link] in 2008 and a fifth division team after insolvency 2010.

RWE won the fifth level NRW-Liga[image: External link] in 2010–11 and returned to Regionalliga West[image: External link] for the 2011–12 season[image: External link].
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 Stadium




Until 2012 Rot-Weiss used to play in the Georg-Melches-Stadion[image: External link] (capacity 15,000), named in honour of a former club president. In 1956, the team's home field became the first stadium in West Germany to have floodlights.[3]

Since August 2012 RWE has played in the new Stadion Essen[image: External link] (capacity 20,000). The naming rights to the stadium include RWE AG[image: External link].
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 Supporters





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Rivalries




Fortuna Düsseldorf[image: External link], Rot-Weiß Oberhausen[image: External link] and Wuppertaler SV[image: External link] are local rivals when they are playing in the same league (as took place in the 2007–08 season[image: External link]). The club's fiercest rivalry is with FC Schalke 04[image: External link], from nearby Gelsenkirchen[image: External link], with whom they contest the Ruhrderby[image: External link].

In the past, the local derbies versus Schwarz-Weiß Essen[image: External link] were big events, sometimes followed by more than 30,000 fans, however since their rivals decline the rivalry has wained in importance.[4][5] Although often clouded in political terms, the "reds" were left-wing[image: External link] and the "blacks" right-wing[image: External link], in reality there was no real distinction. The rivalry was more based on geography of the city, a north (RWE) versus south (SWE) city divide.[6] While the reputation of northern Essen has been attached to the working class in the past decades, the south of the city is generally regarded as a wealthier area, inhabited by an upper-middle class.[7]
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 Friendships




The RWE followers have a strong fan friendship with SV Werder Bremen[image: External link], while another with Borussia Dortmund[image: External link] ended.
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 Attendance




Although mostly playing in lower divisions, the club enjoys solid fan support, with an average attendance of better than 6,000 per game.



	Season
	Average crowd
	Division



	2013–14
	7.684[8]

	Regionalliga West (IV)



	2012–13
	8.008
	Regionalliga West (IV)



	2011–12
	6.815
	Regionalliga West (IV)



	2010–11
	7.008
	NRW-Liga (V)



	2009–10
	5.956
	Regionalliga West (IV)



	2008–09
	7.077
	Regionalliga West (IV)



	2007–08
	10.021
	Regionalliga Nord (III)



	2006–07
	13.436
	2. Bundesliga (II)



	2005–06
	12.290
	Regionalliga Nord (III)



	2004–05
	14.176
	2. Bundesliga (II)





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Honours




The club's honours:
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 League





	
German championship[image: External link]

	Champions: 1955





	
German amateur championship[image: External link]

	Champions: 1992





	
Oberliga West[image: External link]

	Champions: 1952[image: External link], 1955[image: External link]






	
Regionalliga West[image: External link]

	Champions: 1973[image: External link]






	
Regionalliga Nord[image: External link]

	Champions: 2004, 2006





	
NRW-Liga[image: External link]

	Champions: 2011





	
Oberliga Nordrhein[image: External link]

	Champions: 1985, 1986, 1993, 1999
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 Cup





	
DFB-Pokal[image: External link]

	Winners: 1952–53[image: External link]






	
Lower Rhine Cup[image: External link]

	Winners: (9) 1993, 1995, 2002, 2004, 2008, 2011, 2012, 2015, 2016[image: External link]
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 Current squad





	As of 30 July 2016



Note: Flags indicate national team as defined under FIFA eligibility rules[image: External link]. Players may hold more than one non-FIFA nationality.



	


	No.
	
	Position
	Player



	1
	
	GK[image: External link]
	Niclas Heimann[image: External link]



	2
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Jan-Steffen Meier



	4
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Gino Windmüller



	5
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Kasim Rabihic



	6
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Richard Weber



	7
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Kevin Grund[image: External link]



	8
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Andreas Ivan[image: External link]



	9
	
	FW[image: External link]
	Marcel Platzek



	10
	
	FW[image: External link]
	Frank Löning[image: External link]



	11
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Vojno Jesic



	13
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Nico Lucas



	18
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Dennis Malura[image: External link]



	20
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Philipp Zeiger[image: External link]





	
	


	No.
	
	Position
	Player



	21
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Patrick Huckle



	22
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Tolga Cokkosan



	23
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Kamil Bednarski



	24
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Leroy Kwadwo



	25
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Jeffrey Obst



	26
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Timo Brauer[image: External link]



	29
	
	GK[image: External link]
	Maksimilijan Milovanovic



	30
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Emre Demircan



	31
	
	MF[image: External link]
	Benjamin Baier[image: External link]



	33
	
	GK[image: External link]
	Robin Heller



	34
	
	FW[image: External link]
	Kai Druschky



	44
	
	DF[image: External link]
	Timo Becker
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 Notable players




Main category: Rot-Weiss Essen players[image: External link]
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 Former coaches





	
Elek Schwartz[image: External link] (1955–1957)

	
Fritz Pliska[image: External link] (1965–1967)

	
Erich Ribbeck[image: External link] (1967–1968)

	
Herbert Burdenski[image: External link] (1969–1971)

	
Janos Bedl[image: External link] (1971–1972)

	
Horst Witzler (1973)

	
Ivica Horvath[image: External link] (1975–1976)

	
Diethelm Ferner[image: External link] (1978–1979)

	
Rolf Schafstall[image: External link] (1979–1981)

	
Rolf Bock[image: External link] (1982–1983)

	
Janos Bedl[image: External link] (1983–1984)

	
Siegfried Melzig[image: External link] (1984)

	
Horst Hrubesch[image: External link] (1986–1987)

	
Peter Neururer[image: External link] (1987)

	
Horst Franz[image: External link] (1987–1988)

	
Siegfried Melzig[image: External link] (1988)

	
Hans-Werner Moors (1989–1991)

	
Jürgen Röber[image: External link] (1991–1993)

	
Wolfgang Frank[image: External link] (1994–1995)

	
Rudi Gores[image: External link] (1995–1997)

	
Klaus Berge[image: External link] (1998–1999)

	
Fritz Fuchs[image: External link] (1999)

	
Klaus Berge[image: External link] (1999–2001)

	
Harry Pleß (2001–2003)

	
Holger Fach[image: External link] (2003)

	
Jürgen Gelsdorf[image: External link] (2003–2005)

	
Uwe Neuhaus[image: External link] (2005–2006)

	
Lorenz-Günther Köstner[image: External link] (2006–2007)

	
Heiko Bonan[image: External link] (2007–2008)

	
Michael Kulm (2008–2009)

	
Ralf Aussem[image: External link] (2009)

	
Ernst Middendorp[image: External link] (2009)

	
Ralf Aussem[image: External link] (2009–2010)

	
Uwe Erkenbrecher[image: External link] (2009–2010)

	
Waldemar Wrobel (2010–2014)

	
Marc Fascher[image: External link] (2014–2015)

	
Jürgen Lucas (2015)

	
Markus Reiter[image: External link] (2015)

	
Jan Siewert (2015–2016)

	
Sven Demandt[image: External link] (2016–)
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West Germany






This article is about the Federal Republic of Germany during the Cold War. For the present-day Federal Republic of Germany, see Germany[image: External link].

Not to be confused with Western Germany[image: External link].



	Federal Republic of Germany



	
Bundesrepublik Deutschland





	


	
	1949–1990
	








	
Flag[image: External link]

Coat of arms[image: External link]





	
Motto

"Einigkeit und Recht und Freiheit[image: External link]"

"Unity and Justice and Freedom"




	
Anthem



	Das Lied der Deutschen[image: External link]

	(German: Song of the Germans)[1]











	


Territory of the Federal Republic of Germany (West Germany) from 1 January 1957 until 3 October 1990





	Capital
	
Berlin[image: External link] (de jure)

Bonn[image: External link] (de facto)




	Languages
	
German[image: External link]

English[image: External link]




	Government
	
Federal[image: External link] parliamentary[image: External link] constitutional republic[image: External link]




	President[image: External link]
	



	 • 
	1949–1959
	Theodor Heuss[image: External link]



	 • 
	1959–1969
	Heinrich Lübke[image: External link]



	 • 
	1969–1974
	Gustav Heinemann[image: External link]



	 • 
	1974–1979
	Walter Scheel[image: External link]



	 • 
	1979–1984
	Karl Carstens[image: External link]



	 • 
	1984–1990
	
Richard von Weizsäcker[image: External link]b




	Chancellor[image: External link]
	



	 • 
	1949–1963
	Konrad Adenauer[image: External link]



	 • 
	1963–1966
	Ludwig Erhard[image: External link]



	 • 
	1966–1969
	Kurt Georg Kiesinger[image: External link]



	 • 
	1969–1974
	Willy Brandt[image: External link]



	 • 
	1974–1982
	Helmut Schmidt[image: External link]



	 • 
	1982–1990
	
Helmut Kohl[image: External link]c




	Legislature
	Bundestag[image: External link]



	Historical era
	Cold War[image: External link]



	 • 
	Formation[image: External link]
	23 May 1949



	 • 
	Accession of Saar Protectorate[image: External link]
	1 January 1957



	 • 
	Admitted to the United Nations[image: External link]

	18 September 1973



	 • 
	Reunification[image: External link]
	3 October 1990



	Area[image: External link]



	 • 
	1990
	248,577 km2 (95,976 sq mi)



	Population[image: External link]



	 • 
	1950 est.
	50,958,000d 



	 • 
	1970 est.
	61,001,000 



	 • 
	1990 est.
	63,254,000 



	
     Density
	254/km2 (659/sq mi)



	Currency
	
Deutsche Mark[image: External link]e (DM)



	Internet TLD[image: External link]
	.de[image: External link]



	Calling code[image: External link]
	+49[image: External link]



	


	


Preceded by

	Succeeded by



	


	
	Allied-occupied Germany[image: External link]



	
	Saar Protectorate





	


	Germany[image: External link]
	













	Today part of
	
  Germany[image: External link]




	a.
	From 1952 to 1991, the official national anthem of Germany was Deutschlandlied in its entirety, but only the third stanza was to be sung in official events.[2]




	b.
	Continued as President of the reunified Germany until 1994.



	c.
	Continued as Chancellor of the reunified Germany until 1998.



	d.
	Population statistics according to Statistisches Bundesamt[image: External link].[3]




	e.
	In Saarland[image: External link], between January 1957 and July 1959, the French franc[image: External link] and Saar franc[image: External link].




West Germany is the common English[image: External link] name for the Federal Republic of Germany or FRG ( German[image: External link]: Bundesrepublik Deutschland or BRD[image: External link]; French[image: External link]: République fédérale d'Allemagne or RFA) in the period between its creation on 23 May 1949 and German reunification[image: External link] on 3 October 1990. During this Cold War[image: External link] era, NATO[image: External link]-aligned West Germany and Warsaw Pact[image: External link]-aligned East Germany[image: External link] were divided by the Inner German border[image: External link]. After 1961 West Berlin[image: External link] was physically separated from East Berlin[image: External link] as well as from East Germany by the Berlin Wall[image: External link]. This situation ended when East Germany was dissolved and its five states joined the ten states of the Federal Republic of Germany along with the reunified city-state of Berlin[image: External link]. With the reunification of West and East Germany, the Federal Republic of Germany, enlarged now to sixteen states, became known simply as " Germany[image: External link]". This period is referred to as the Bonn Republic (Bonner Republik) by historians, alluding to the interwar Weimar Republic[image: External link] and the post-reunification Berlin Republic[image: External link].[4]

The Federal Republic of Germany was established from eleven states[image: External link] formed in the three Allied Zones of occupation[image: External link] held by the United States[image: External link], the United Kingdom[image: External link] and France[image: External link] (the "Western Zones"). US and British forces remained in the country throughout the Cold War[image: External link]. Its population grew from roughly 51 million in 1950 to more than 63 million in 1990. The city of Bonn[image: External link] was its de facto[image: External link] capital city ( Berlin[image: External link] was symbolically named the de jure[image: External link] capital city in the West German Basic Law). The fourth Allied occupation zone (the East Zone, or Ostzone) was held by the Soviet Union[image: External link]. The parts of this zone lying east of the Oder[image: External link]- Neisse[image: External link] were annexed by Communist Poland[image: External link]; the remaining central part around Berlin became the communist German Democratic Republic[image: External link] (abbreviated GDR; in German Deutsche Demokratische Republik or DDR) with its de facto capital in East Berlin[image: External link]. As a result, West Germany had a territory about half the size of the interbellum[image: External link] democratic Weimar Republic[image: External link].

At the onset of the Cold War, Europe was divided among the Western and Eastern blocs. Germany was de facto divided into two countries and two special territories, the Saarland and divided Berlin. The Federal Republic of Germany claimed an exclusive mandate[image: External link] for all of Germany, considering itself to be the democratically reorganised continuation of the 1871–1945 German Reich[image: External link]. It took the line that the GDR was an illegally constituted puppet state[image: External link]. Though the GDR did hold regular elections, these were not free and fair. From the West German perspective the GDR was therefore illegitimate.

Three southwestern states of West Germany merged to form Baden-Württemberg[image: External link] in 1952, and the Saarland joined the Federal Republic of Germany in 1957. In addition to the resulting ten states, West Berlin[image: External link] was considered an unofficial de facto 11th state. While legally not part of the Federal Republic of Germany, as Berlin was under the control of the Allied Control Council[image: External link], West Berlin aligned itself politically with West Germany and was directly or indirectly represented in its federal institutions.

Relations with the Soviet bloc[image: External link] improved during the era of "Neue Ostpolitik[image: External link]" around 1970, and West Germany began taking the line of "two German states within one German nation", but formally maintained the exclusive mandate. It recognised the GDR as a de facto government within a single German nation that in turn was represented de jure by the West German state alone. From 1973 onward, East Germany recognised the existence of two German countries de jure, and the West as both de facto and de jure foreign country. The Federal Republic and the GDR agreed that neither of them could speak in the name of the other.

The foundation for the influential position held by Germany today was laid during the Wirtschaftswunder[image: External link] (economic miracle) of the 1950s when West Germany rose from the enormous destruction wrought by World War II[image: External link] to become the world's third largest economy. The first chancellor Konrad Adenauer[image: External link], who remained in office until 1963, had worked for a full alignment with NATO[image: External link] rather than neutrality. He not only secured a membership in NATO but was also a proponent of agreements that developed into the present-day European Union[image: External link]. When the G6[image: External link] was established in 1975, there was no question whether the Federal Republic of Germany would be a member as well.

With the collapse of communism[image: External link] in Central and Eastern Europe in 1989, symbolised by the opening of the Berlin Wall[image: External link], there was a rapid move towards German reunification[image: External link]. East Germany voted to dissolve itself and accede to the Federal Republic in 1990. Its five post-war states (Länder) were reconstituted along with the reunited Berlin, which ended its special status and formed an additional Land. They formally joined the Federal Republic on 3 October 1990, raising the number of states from 10 to 16, ending the division of Germany. The expanded Federal Republic retained West Germany's political culture and continued its existing memberships in international organisations, as well as its Western foreign policy alignment and affiliation to Western alliances like NATO and the European Union.



TOP
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 Naming conventions




Main article: BRD (Germany)[image: External link]


The official name of West Germany, adopted in 1949 and unchanged since, is Bundesrepublik Deutschland (Federal Republic of Germany). Its abbreviation "BRD" (German) or "FRG" (English) was sometimes also used.

In East Germany, the terms Westdeutschland (West Germany) or westdeutsche Bundesrepublik (West German Federal Republic) were preferred during the 1950s and 1960s. This changed once under its 1968 constitution[image: External link], when the idea of a single German nation was abandoned by East Germany and West Germans and West Berliners were officially considered foreigners. In the early 1970s, starting in the East German Neues Deutschland[image: External link], the initialism "BRD" (FRG) for the "Federal Republic of Germany" began to prevail. In 1973, official East German sources adopted it as a standard expression and other Eastern Bloc[image: External link] nations soon followed suit.

In reaction to this move, in 1965 the West German Federal Minister of All-German Affairs[image: External link] Erich Mende[image: External link] issued the Directives for the appellation of Germany, recommending avoiding the initialism. On 31 May 1974 the heads of West German federal and state governments recommended always using the full name in official publications. From then on West German sources avoided the abbreviated form, with the exception of left-leaning organizations which embraced it. In November 1979 the federal government informed the Bundestag[image: External link] that the West German public broadcasters ARD[image: External link] and ZDF[image: External link] had agreed to refuse to use the initialism.[5]

The colloquial term "West Germany" or its equivalent was used in many languages. "Westdeutschland" was also a widespread colloquial form used in German-speaking countries, usually without political overtones.
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 History






	
Part of a series[image: External link] on the





	History of Germany[image: External link]



	

Early history



	Germanic peoples[image: External link]

	Migration Period[image: External link]

	Frankish Empire[image: External link]











	

Medieval Germany



	East Francia[image: External link]

	Kingdom of Germany[image: External link]

	Holy Roman Empire[image: External link]

	Eastward settlement[image: External link]











	

Early Modern period[image: External link]



	Sectionalism[image: External link]

	18th century[image: External link]

	Kingdom of Prussia[image: External link]











	

Unification[image: External link]



	Confederation of the Rhine[image: External link]

	


	German Confederation[image: External link]

	Zollverein[image: External link]







	German revolutions of 1848[image: External link]

	German Empire (1849)[image: External link]

	North German Confederation[image: External link]











	

German Reich[image: External link]



	German Empire[image: External link]






	World War I[image: External link]






	Weimar Republic[image: External link]






	Alsace-Lorraine[image: External link]

	Saar[image: External link]

	Danzig[image: External link]

	

Memel[image: External link]

	Austria[image: External link]

	Sudetenland[image: External link]










	Nazi Germany[image: External link]











	

Cold War era[image: External link]



	


	Occupation[image: External link]

	Ostgebiete[image: External link]







	Expulsion of Germans[image: External link]

	West Germany

	East Germany[image: External link]

	Saar Protectorate

	German reunification[image: External link]











	

Contemporary



	New federal states[image: External link]

	Reunified Germany[image: External link]











	

By topic



	Timeline[image: External link]

	Economic history[image: External link]

	Military history[image: External link]

	Territorial evolution[image: External link]

	Berlin[image: External link]

	Women's history[image: External link]

	Names of Germany[image: External link]
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Main article: History of Germany (1945–90)[image: External link]


On 4–11 February 1945 leaders from the United States[image: External link], the United Kingdom[image: External link] and the Soviet Union[image: External link] held the Yalta Conference[image: External link] where future arrangements as regards post-war Europe and strategy against Japan in the Pacific were negotiated. The conference agreed to split Germany into four occupation zones[image: External link]: a French[image: External link] Zone in the far west; a British[image: External link] Zone in the northwest; an American[image: External link] Zone in the south; and a Soviet[image: External link] Zone in the east. At the time, the intention was not to split Germany, only to designate zones of administration.

Former German areas east of the rivers Oder[image: External link] and Neisse[image: External link] were put under Polish administration. Millions of Germans were expelled and replaced by Poles. In similar fashion, the Soviet Union took over areas of eastern Poland and East Prussia[image: External link]. Between 1946 and 1949, three of the occupation zones began to merge. First, the British and American zones were combined into the quasi-state of Bizonia[image: External link]. Soon afterwards, the French zone was included into Trizonia[image: External link]. At the same time, new federal states (Länder) were formed in the Allied zones, replacing the pre-war states.

In 1949 with the continuation and aggravation of the Cold War (witness the Berlin Airlift[image: External link] of 1948–49), the two German states that were originated in the Western Allied and the Soviet Zones became known internationally as West Germany and East Germany. Commonly known in English as East Germany[image: External link], the former Soviet Occupation Zone[image: External link], eventually became the German Democratic Republic[image: External link] or GDR. From 3 October 1990, after the reformation of the GDR's Länder, the East German states joined the Federal Republic[image: External link].
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 NATO membership




With territories and frontiers that coincided largely with the ones of old Medieval[image: External link] East Francia[image: External link] and the 19th-century Napoleonic[image: External link] Confederation of the Rhine[image: External link], the Federal Republic of Germany, founded on 23 May 1949, under the terms of the Bonn–Paris conventions[image: External link] it obtained "the full authority of a sovereign state" on 5 May 1955 (although "full sovereignty" was not obtained until the Two Plus Four Agreement[image: External link] in 1990).[a] The former occupying Western troops remained on the ground, now as part of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization[image: External link] (NATO), which West Germany joined on 9 May 1955, promising to rearm itself soon.

West Germany became a focus of the Cold War[image: External link] with its juxtaposition to East Germany, a member of the subsequently founded Warsaw Pact[image: External link]. The former capital, Berlin[image: External link], had been divided into four sectors, with the Western Allies joining their sectors to form West Berlin[image: External link], while the Soviets held East Berlin[image: External link]. West Berlin was completely surrounded by East German territory and had suffered a Soviet blockade in 1948–49, which was overcome by the Berlin airlift[image: External link].

The outbreak of the Korean War[image: External link] in June 1950 led to U.S. calls to rearm West Germany to help defend Western Europe[image: External link] from the perceived Soviet[image: External link] threat. Germany's partners in the Coal and Steel Community[image: External link] proposed to establish a European Defence Community[image: External link] (EDC), with an integrated army, navy and air force, composed of the armed forces of its member states. The West German military would be subject to complete EDC control, but the other EDC member states ( Belgium[image: External link], France[image: External link], Italy[image: External link], Luxembourg[image: External link] and the Netherlands) would cooperate in the EDC while maintaining independent control of their own armed forces.

Though the EDC treaty was signed (May 1952), it never entered into force. France's Gaullists[image: External link] rejected it on the grounds that it threatened national sovereignty, and when the French National Assembly[image: External link] refused to ratify it (August 1954), the treaty died. The French Gaullists and communists had killed the French government's proposal. Other means then had to be found to allow West German rearmament. In response, at the London and Paris Conferences[image: External link], the Brussels Treaty[image: External link] was modified to include West Germany, and to form the Western European Union[image: External link] (WEU). West Germany was to be permitted to rearm (an idea many Germans rejected), and have full sovereign control of its military, called the Bundeswehr[image: External link]. The WEU, however, would regulate the size of the armed forces permitted to each of its member states. Also, the German constitution prohibited any military action, except in case of an external attack against Germany or its allies (Bündnisfall). Also, Germans could reject military service on grounds of conscience, and serve for civil purposes instead.

The three Western Allies[image: External link] retained occupation powers in Berlin and certain responsibilities for Germany as a whole. Under the new arrangements, the Allies stationed troops within West Germany for NATO defense, pursuant to stationing and status-of-forces agreements. With the exception of 55,000 French troops, Allied forces were under NATO's joint defense command. (France withdrew from the collective military command structure of NATO in 1966.)
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 Reforms during the 1960s




Konrad Adenauer[image: External link] was 73 years old when he became chancellor, and for this reason he was initially reckoned as a caretaker. However, he stayed in power for 14 years. The grand old man of German postwar politics had to be dragged—almost literally—out of office in 1963. In 1959 it was time to elect a new President and Adenauer decided that he would nominate Erhard, the architect of the economic miracle. Erhard was not enthusiastic, and to everybody's surprise, Adenauer decided at the age of 83 that he would take on the position. He apparently believed that this would allow him to dominate the scene for up to ten more years in spite of the growing mood for change. However, when his advisers informed him that the powers of the president were almost entirely ceremonial, he quickly lost interest.[7] An alternative candidate was needed and eventually the Minister of Agriculture, Heinrich Lübke took on the task and was duly elected.

Main article: Spiegel scandal[image: External link]


In October 1962 the weekly news magazine Der Spiegel[image: External link] published an analysis of the West German military defence. The conclusion was that there were several weaknesses in the system. Ten days after publication, the offices of Der Spiegel in Hamburg were raided by the police and quantities of documents were seized. Chancellor Adenauer proclaimed in the Bundestag that the article was tantamount to high treason and that the authors would be prosecuted. The editor/owner of the magazine, Rudolf Augstein[image: External link] spent some time in jail before the public outcry over the breaking of laws on freedom of the press became too loud to be ignored. The FDP members of Adenauer's cabinet resigned from the government, demanding the resignation of Franz Josef Strauss[image: External link], Defence Minister, who had decidedly overstepped his competence during the crisis. Adenauer was still wounded by his brief run for president, and this episode damaged his reputation even further. He announced that he would step down in the Fall of 1963. His successor was to be Ludwig Erhard.[8]

In the early 1960s the rate of economic growth slowed down significantly. In 1962 growth rate was 4.7% and the following year, 2.0%. After a brief recovery, the growth rate slowed again into a recession, with no growth in 1967.

A new coalition was formed to deal with this problem. Erhard stepped down in 1966 and was succeeded by Kurt Georg Kiesinger[image: External link]. He led a grand coalition[image: External link] between West Germany's two largest parties, the CDU/CSU and the Social Democratic Party[image: External link] (SPD). This was important for the introduction of new emergency acts[image: External link]: the grand coalition gave the ruling parties the two-thirds majority of votes required for their ratification. These controversial acts allowed basic constitutional rights such as freedom of movement[image: External link] to be limited in case of a state of emergency.

During the time leading up to the passing of the laws, there was fierce opposition to them, above all by the Free Democratic Party[image: External link], the rising German student movement[image: External link], a group calling itself Notstand der Demokratie ("Democracy in Crisis") and members of the Campaign against Nuclear Armament. A key event in the development of open democratic debate occurred in 1967, when the Shah of Iran[image: External link], Mohammad Reza Pahlavi[image: External link], visited West Berlin. Several thousand demonstrators gathered outside the Opera House where he was to attend a special performance. Supporters of the Shah (later known as Jubelperser), armed with staves and bricks attacked the protesters while the police stood by and watched. A demonstration in the centre was being forcibly dispersed when a bystander named Benno Ohnesorg[image: External link] was shot in the head and killed by a plainclothes policeman. (It has now been established that the policeman, Kurras, was a paid spy of the East German security forces.) Protest demonstrations continued, and calls for more active opposition by some groups of students were made, which was declared by the press, especially the tabloid[image: External link] Bild-Zeitung[image: External link] newspaper, as a massive disruption to life in Berlin, in a massive campaign against the protesters. Protests against the US intervention in Vietnam[image: External link], mingled with anger over the vigour with which demonstrations were repressed led to mounting militance among the students at the universities in Berlin. One of the most prominent campaigners was a young man from East Germany called Rudi Dutschke[image: External link] who also criticised the forms of capitalism that were to be seen in West Berlin. Just before Easter 1968, a young man tried to kill Dutschke as he bicycled to the student union, seriously injuring him. All over West Germany, thousands demonstrated against the Springer newspapers which were seen as the prime cause of the violence against students. Trucks carrying newspapers were set on fire and windows in office buildings broken.[9]

In the wakes of these demonstrations, in which the question of America's role in Vietnam began to play a bigger role, came a desire among the students to find out more about the role of the parent-generation in the Nazi era. The proceedings of the War Crimes Tribunal at Nuremberg[image: External link] had been widely publicised in Germany but until a new generation of teachers, educated with the findings of historical studies, could begin to reveal the truth about the war and the crimes committed in the name of the German people. One courageous attorney, Fritz Bauer[image: External link] patiently gathered evidence on the guards of the Auschwitz concentration camp[image: External link] and about twenty were put on trial in Frankfurt in 1963. Daily newspaper reports and visits by school classes to the proceedings revealed to the German public the nature of the concentration camp system and it became evident that the Shoah[image: External link] was of vastly greater dimensions than the German population had believed. (The term "Holocaust" for the systematic mass-murder of Jews first came into use in 1979, when an American mini-series with that name was shown on German television.) The processes set in motion by the Auschwitz trial reverberated decades later.

The calling in question of the actions and policies of government led to a new climate of debate. The issues of emancipation, colonialism, environmentalism and grass roots democracy were discussed at all levels of society. In 1979 the environmental party, the Greens, reached the 5% limit required to obtain parliamentary seats in the Free Hanseatic City of Bremen[image: External link] provincial election. Also of great significance was the steady growth of a feminist movement in which women demonstrated for equal rights. Until 1977 a married woman had to have the permission of her husband if she wanted to take on a job or open a bank account.[10] Further reforms in 1979 to parental rights law gave equal legal rights to the mother and the father, abolishing the legal authority of the father.[11] Parallel to this, a gay movement began to grow in the larger cities, especially in West Berlin, where homosexuality had been widely accepted during the twenties in the Weimar Republic.

Anger over the treatment of demonstrators following the death of Benno Ohnesorg and the attack on Rudi Dutschke, coupled with growing frustration over the lack of success in achieving their aims led to growing militance among students and their supporters. In May 1968, three young people set fire to two department stores in Frankfurt, they were brought to trial and made very clear to the court that they regarded their action as a legitimate act in what they described as the "struggle against imperialism".[12] The student movement began to split into different factions, ranging from the unattached liberals to the Maoists[image: External link] and supporters of direct action in every form—the anarchists. Several groups set as their objective the aim of radicalising the industrial workers and taking an example from activities in Italy of the Red Brigades[image: External link] (Brigade Rosse), many students went to work in the factories, but with little or no success. The most notorious of the underground groups was the "Baader-Meinhof Group", later known as the Red Army Faction[image: External link] which began by making bank raids to finance their activities and eventually went underground having killed a number of policemen, several bystanders and eventually two prominent West Germans, whom they had taken captive in order to force the release of prisoners sympathetic to their ideas. In the 1990s attacks were still being committed under the name "RAF". The last action took place in 1993 and the group announced it was giving up its activities in 1998. Evidence that the groups had been infiltrated by German Intelligence undercover agents has since emerged, partly through the insistence of the son of one of their prominent victims, the State Counsel Buback.[13]
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 Political developments 1969–90




In the 1969 election, the SPD—headed by Willy Brandt[image: External link]—gained enough votes to form a coalition government with the FDP. Although Chancellor for only just over four years, Willy Brandt was one of the most popular politicians in the whole period. Brandt was a gifted speaker and the growth of the Social Democrats from there on was in no small part due to his personality. Brandt began a policy of rapprochement with West Germany's eastern neighbours, a policy opposed by the CDU. The issue of improving relations with Poland, Czechoslovakia and East Germany made for an increasingly aggressive tone in public debates but it was a huge step forward when Willy Brandt and the Foreign Minister, Walther Scheel (FDP) negotiated agreements with all three countries. (Moscow Agreement, August 1970, Warsaw Agreement, December 1970, Four Power Agreement over the status of West Berlin in 1971 and an agreement on relations between West and East Germany, signed in December 1972.)[14] These agreements were the basis for a rapid improvement in the relations between east and west and led, in the long-term to the dismantlement of the Warsaw Treaty and the Soviet Union's control over Eastern Europe. Chancellor Brandt was forced to resign in May 1974, after Günter Guillaume[image: External link], a senior member of his staff, was uncovered as a spy for the East German intelligence service, the Stasi[image: External link]. Brandt's contributions to world peace led to his nomination for the Nobel Peace Prize in 1971.

Finance Minister Helmut Schmidt[image: External link] (SPD) formed a coalition and he served as Chancellor from 1974 to 1982. Hans-Dietrich Genscher[image: External link], a leading FDP official, became Vice Chancellor and Foreign Minister. Schmidt, a strong supporter of the European Community (EC) and the Atlantic alliance, emphasized his commitment to "the political unification of Europe in partnership with the USA".[15]

In October 1982 the SPD–FDP coalition fell apart when the FDP joined forces with the CDU/CSU to elect CDU Chairman Helmut Kohl[image: External link] as Chancellor in a constructive vote of no confidence[image: External link]. Following national elections in March 1983, Kohl emerged in firm control of both the government and the CDU. The CDU/CSU fell just short of an absolute majority, due to the entry into the Bundestag of the Greens[image: External link], who received 5.6% of the vote.

In January 1987 the Kohl–Genscher government was returned to office, but the FDP and the Greens gained at the expense of the larger parties. Kohl's CDU and its Bavarian sister party, the CSU, slipped from 48.8% of the vote in 1983 to 44.3%. The SPD fell to 37%; long-time SPD Chairman Brandt subsequently resigned in April 1987 and was succeeded by Hans-Jochen Vogel[image: External link]. The FDP's share rose from 7% to 9.1%, its best showing since 1980. The Greens' share rose to 8.3% from their 1983 share of 5.6%.
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 Reunification




Main article: German reunification[image: External link]


The official German reunification ceremony on 3 October 1990 was held at the Reichstag building[image: External link], including Chancellor[image: External link] Helmut Kohl[image: External link], President[image: External link] Richard von Weizsäcker[image: External link], former Chancellor Willy Brandt[image: External link] and many others. One day later, the parliament of the united Germany would assemble in an act of symbolism in the Reichstag building. Germany had split into two pieces in 1945, after the end of World War II.

However, at that time, the role of Berlin had not yet been decided upon. Only after a fierce debate, considered by many as one of the most memorable sessions of parliament[image: External link], the Bundestag[image: External link] concluded on 20 June 1991, with quite a slim majority, that both government and parliament should move to Berlin[image: External link] from Bonn[image: External link].
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 West German "economic miracle"




The West German Wirtschaftswunder[image: External link] ("economic miracle", coined by The Times[image: External link] in 1950) was due to the economic aid provided by the United States and the Marshall Plan[image: External link]. This improvement was sustained by the currency reform of 1948 which replaced the Reichsmark[image: External link] with the Deutsche Mark[image: External link] and halted rampant inflation. The Allied dismantling of the West German coal and steel industry finally ended in 1950.

As demand for consumer goods increased after World War II, the resulting shortage helped overcome lingering resistance to the purchase of German products. At the time Germany had a large pool of skilled and cheap labour, partly as a result of the flight and expulsion of Germans from Central and Eastern Europe, which affected up to 16.5 million Germans. This helped Germany to more than double the value of its exports during the war. Apart from these factors, hard work and long hours at full capacity among the population and in the late 1950s and 1960s extra labour supplied by thousands of Gastarbeiter[image: External link] ("guest workers") provided a vital base for the economic upturn. This would have implications later on for successive German governments as they tried to assimilate this group of workers.[16]

From the late 1950s onwards, West Germany had one of the strongest economies in the world, almost as strong as before the Second World War. The East German economy showed a certain growth, but not as much as in West Germany, partly because of continued reparations to the USSR in terms of resources.

In 1952 West Germany became part of the European Coal and Steel Community[image: External link], which would later evolve into the European Union[image: External link]. On 5 May 1955 West Germany was declared to have the "authority of a sovereign state".[a] The British[image: External link], French[image: External link] and U.S. militaries[image: External link] remained in the country, just as the Soviet Army[image: External link] remained in East Germany. Four days after obtaining the "authority of a sovereign state" in 1955, West Germany joined NATO. The UK and the USA retained an especially strong presence in West Germany, acting as a deterrent in case of a Soviet invasion. In 1976 West Germany became one of the founding nations of the Group of Six[image: External link] (G6). In 1973, West Germany—home to roughly 1.26% of the world's population—featured the world's fourth largest GDP[image: External link] of 944 billion (5.9% of the world total). In 1987 the FRG held a 7.4% share of total world production.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Demographics
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 Population




Total population of West Germany from 1950 to 1990, as collected by the Statistisches Bundesamt[image: External link].[3]



	Year
	Average population (x 1,000)



	1990
	63,726



	1989
	62,679



	1988
	61,715



	1987
	61,238



	1986
	61,140



	1985
	61,020



	1984
	61,049



	1983
	61,307



	1982
	61,546



	1981
	61,713



	1980
	61,658



	1979
	61,439



	1978
	61,322



	1977
	61,353



	1976
	61,442



	1975
	61,645



	1974
	61,991



	1973
	62,101



	1972
	61,809



	1971
	61,503



	1970
	61,001



	1969
	61,195



	1968
	60,463



	1967
	59,948



	1966
	59,793



	1965
	59,297



	1964
	58,587



	1963
	57,865



	1962
	57,247



	1961
	56,589



	1960
	55,958



	1959
	55,257



	1958
	54,719



	1957
	54,064



	1956
	53,340



	1955
	53,518



	1954
	52,943



	1953
	52,454



	1952
	51,864



	1951
	51,435



	1950
	50,958
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 Religion




See also: Protestantism in Germany[image: External link], Evangelical Church in Germany[image: External link], Roman Catholicism in Germany[image: External link], Islam in Germany[image: External link], and Central Council of Jews in Germany[image: External link]





	Religion in West Germany, 1970



	religion
	
	
	percent
	



	EKD Protestant[image: External link]
	
  


	49%



	Roman Catholic[image: External link]
	
  


	44.6%



	Other & Unaffiliated
	
  


	6.4%






Religious affiliation in West Germany as collected by fowid (Forschungsgruppe Weltanschauungen in Deutschland).[17]



	Year
	EKD Protestant [%]
	Roman Catholic [%]
	Muslim [%]
	None/other [%][18]



	1950
	50.6
	45.8
	-
	3.6



	1961
	51.1
	45.5
	-
	3.5



	1970
	49.0
	44.6
	1.3
	3.9



	1980
	42.3
	43.3
	-
	-



	1987
	41.6
	42.9
	2.7
	11.4
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 Position towards East Germany




See also: German reunification[image: External link]


The official position of West Germany concerning East Germany at the outset was that the West German government was the only democratically elected, and therefore the only legitimate, representative of the German people. According to the Hallstein Doctrine[image: External link], any country (with the exception of the USSR) that recognised the authorities of the German Democratic Republic[image: External link] would not have diplomatic relations with West Germany.

In the early 1970s, Willy Brandt's policy of "Neue Ostpolitik[image: External link]" led to a form of mutual recognition between East and West Germany. The Treaty of Moscow[image: External link] (August 1970), the Treaty of Warsaw[image: External link] (December 1970), the Four Power Agreement on Berlin[image: External link] (September 1971), the Transit Agreement[image: External link] (May 1972), and the Basic Treaty[image: External link] (December 1972) helped to normalise relations between East and West Germany and led to both German states joining the United Nations[image: External link]. The Hallstein Doctrine was relinquished, and West Germany ceased to claim an exclusive mandate[image: External link] for Germany as a whole.

The West German Constitution (Grundgesetz, "Basic Law") provided two articles for the unification with other parts of Germany:


	Article 23 provided the possibility for other parts of Germany to join the Federal Republic (under the constitution of the Federal Republic of Germany).

	Article 146 provided the possibility for unification of all parts of Germany under a new constitution.



After the peaceful revolution of 1989 in East Germany, the first freely elected East German parliament decided in June 1990 that the Länder soon to be re-established would join the Federal Republic under Article 23 of the (West) German Basic Law (Grundgesetz). This made a quick unification possible. In August 1990 the East German parliament declared the GDR's accession to the Federal Republic and enacted a law for the re-establishment of Länder[image: External link] on the territory of the German Democratic Republic.

The two German states entered into a currency[image: External link] and customs union[image: External link] in July 1990, and on 3 October 1990, the German Democratic Republic[image: External link] dissolved and the re-established five East German Länder[image: External link] (as well as a unified Berlin) joined the Federal Republic of Germany, bringing an end to the East-West divide.
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 Politics




Political life in West Germany was remarkably stable and orderly. The Adenauer[image: External link] era (1949–63) was followed by a brief period under Ludwig Erhard[image: External link] (1963–66) who, in turn, was replaced by Kurt Georg Kiesinger[image: External link] (1966–69). All governments between 1949 and 1966 were formed by the united caucus of the Christian-Democratic Union[image: External link] (CDU) and Christian Social Union[image: External link] (CSU), either alone or in coalition with the smaller Free Democratic Party[image: External link] (FDP) or other right-wing parties.

Kiesinger's 1966–69 "Grand Coalition" was between West Germany's two largest parties, the CDU/CSU and the Social Democratic Party[image: External link] (SPD). This was important for the introduction of new emergency acts—the Grand Coalition gave the ruling parties the two-thirds majority of votes required to see them in. These controversial acts allowed basic constitutional rights such as freedom of movement to be limited in case of a state of emergency[image: External link].

Leading up to the passing of the laws, there was fierce opposition to them, above all by the FDP, the rising German student movement[image: External link], a group calling itself Notstand der Demokratie ("Democracy in a State of Emergency") and the labour unions[image: External link]. Demonstrations and protests grew in number, and in 1967 the student Benno Ohnesorg[image: External link] was shot in the head by a policeman. The press, especially the tabloid[image: External link] Bild-Zeitung[image: External link] newspaper, launched a campaign against the protesters.

By 1958 a stronger desire to confront the Nazi[image: External link] past had come into being. In the 1960s environmentalism[image: External link] and anti-nationalism[image: External link] became fundamental values among left-wing Germans. As a result, in 1979 the Greens[image: External link] were able to reach the 5% minimum required to obtain parliamentary seats in the Free Hanseatic City of Bremen[image: External link] state election, and with the foundation of the national party in 1980 developed into one of the most politically successful green movements in the world.

Another result of the unrest in the 1960s was the founding of the Red Army Faction[image: External link] (RAF). The RAF was active from 1968, carrying out a succession of terrorist attacks in West Germany during the 1970s. Even in the 1990s, attacks were still being committed under the name RAF. The last action took place in 1993, and in 1998 the group announced it was ceasing activities.

In the 1969 election, the SPD gained enough votes to form a coalition government with the FDP. SPD leader and Chancellor Willy Brandt[image: External link] remained head of government until May 1974, when he resigned after the Guillaume Affair[image: External link], in which a senior member of his staff was uncovered as a spy for the East German intelligence service, the Stasi[image: External link]. However the affair is widely considered to have been merely a trigger for Brandt's resignation, not a fundamental cause. Instead, Brandt, dogged by scandal relating to alcohol and depression[19][20] as well as the economic fallout of the 1973 oil crisis[image: External link], almost seems simply to have had enough. As Brandt himself later said, "I was exhausted, for reasons which had nothing to do with the process going on at the time".[21]

Finance Minister Helmut Schmidt (SPD) then formed a government, continuing the SPD–FDP coalition. He served as Chancellor from 1974 to 1982. Hans-Dietrich Genscher, a leading FDP official, was Vice Chancellor and Foreign Minister in the same years. Schmidt, a strong supporter of the European Community[image: External link] (EC) and the Atlantic alliance, emphasized his commitment to "the political unification of Europe in partnership with the USA".

The goals of SPD and FDP however drifted apart in the late 1970s and early 1980s. On 1 October 1982 the FDP joined forces with the CDU/CSU to elect CDU Chairman Helmut Kohl[image: External link] as Chancellor in a constructive vote of no confidence[image: External link]. Following national elections in March 1983, Kohl emerged in firm control of both the government and the CDU. The CDU/CSU fell just short of an absolute majority, because of the entry into the Bundestag of the Greens, who received 5.6% of the vote.

In January 1987 the Kohl–Genscher government was returned to office, but the FDP and the Greens gained at the expense of the larger parties. The Social Democrats concluded that not only were the Greens unlikely to form a coalition, but also that such a coalition would be far from a majority. Neither condition changed until 1998.
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 Culture




In many aspects, German culture continued in spite of the dictatorship and wartime. Old and new forms coexisted next to each other, and the American influence, already strong in the 1920s, grew.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Sport




In the 20th century association football became the largest sport in Germany. The Germany national football team[image: External link], established in 1900, continued its tradition based in the Federal Republic of Germany, winning the 1954 FIFA World Cup[image: External link] in a stunning upset dubbed the miracle of Bern[image: External link]. Earlier, the German team was not considered part of the international top. The 1974 FIFA World Cup[image: External link] was held in West German cities and West Berlin. After having been beaten by their East German counterparts in the first round, the team of the German Football Association[image: External link] won the cup again, defeating the Netherlands 2–1 in the final. With the process of unification in full swing in the summer of 1990, the Germans won a third World Cup, with players that had been capped for East Germany not yet permitted to contribute. European championships have been won too, in 1972, 1980 and 1996.[citation needed[image: External link]]

After both Olympic Games of 1936 had been held in Germany, Munich was selected to host the 1972 Summer Olympics[image: External link]. These were also the first summer games in which the East Germans showed up with the separate flag and anthem of the GDR. Since the 1950s, Germany at the Olympics[image: External link] had been represented by a united team led by the pre-war German NOC officials as the IOC had denied East German demands for a separate team.[citation needed[image: External link]]

As in 1957, when the Saarland acceded, East German sport organisations ceased to exist in late 1990 as their subdivisions and their members joined their Western counterparts. Thus, the present German organisations and teams in football, Olympics and elsewhere are identical to those that had been informally called "West German" before 1991. The only differences were a larger membership and a different name used by some foreigners. These organisations and teams in turn mostly continued the traditions of those that represented Germany before the Second World War, and even the First World War, thus providing a century-old continuity despite political changes. On the other hand, the separate East German teams and organisations were founded in the 1950s; they were an episode lasting less than four decades, yet quite successful in that time.[citation needed[image: External link]]

As of 2012, West Germany have played a record 43 matches at the European Championships.[22]
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 Literary scene




Besides the interest in the older generation of writers, new authors emerged on the background of the experiences of war and after war period. Wolfgang Borchert[image: External link], a former soldier who died young in 1947, is one of the best known representatives of the Trümmerliteratur[image: External link]. Heinrich Böll[image: External link] is considered an observer of the young Federal Republic from the 1950s to the 1970s, and caused some political controversies because of his increasingly critical view on society.[citation needed[image: External link]] The Frankfurt Book Fair[image: External link] (and its Peace Prize of the German Book Trade[image: External link]) soon developed into a regarded institution. Exemplary for West Germany's literature are – among others – Siegfried Lenz[image: External link] (with The German Lesson[image: External link]) and Günter Grass[image: External link] (with The Tin Drum[image: External link] and The Flounder[image: External link]).
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 Daily life




During the 40 years of separation some divergence occurred in the cultural life of the two parts of the severed nation. Both West Germany and East Germany followed along traditional paths of the common German culture, but West Germany, being obviously more affected by influences from western Europe and North America[image: External link], became more cosmopolitan[image: External link]. Conversely, East Germany, while remaining more conservative than West Germany in its adherence to some aspects of the received tradition, was strongly moulded by the dictates of a state socialist[image: External link] ideology of predominantly Soviet inspiration. On the non-political level, East Germany was also influenced by the Eastern Bloc's Slavic cultures that manifested in art, culinary scene, and sports. Nevertheless, young East Germans were also fascinated by Western and particularly American culture, which they had a degree of access to in a variety of ways, not least through West German television and radio, whose broadcasts reached many parts of the country.[citation needed[image: External link]]

For the majority of Germans in present-day Germany who lived in pre-reunification West Germany, there has been minimal change in daily life stemming from German reunification as the reunified country is essentially West Germany incorporating East Germany on a West German base. In contrast, for East Germans the scale of change has been sweeping in all aspects of life from that before die Wende[image: External link]. Although movements like Ostalgie[image: External link] exist attempting to celebrate and preserve parts of the GDR culture, since reunification the former East Germany has been converging towards the western part of the country in most parts of daily life.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Geographical distribution of government




In West Germany, most of the political agencies and buildings were located in Bonn, while the German Stock Market[image: External link] was located in Frankfurt am Main[image: External link], which became the economic center. The judicial branch of both the German Federal Constitutional Court[image: External link] (Bundesverfassungsgericht) and the highest Court of Appeals, were located in Karlsruhe[image: External link].

The West German government was known to be much more decentralised[image: External link] than its state socialist[image: External link] East German counterpart, the former being a federal state[image: External link] and the latter a unitary one[image: External link]. Whilst East Germany was divided into 15 administrative districts (Bezirke), which were merely local branches of the national government, West Germany was divided into states (Länder) with independently elected state parliaments and control of the Bundesrat[image: External link], the second legislative chamber of the Federal Government.
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 Present geographical and political terminology




Today, North Rhine-Westphalia[image: External link] is often considered to be Western Germany[image: External link] in geographical terms. When distinguishing between former West Germany and former East Germany as parts of present-day unified Germany, it has become most common to refer to the Alte Bundesländer (old states) and the Neue Bundesländer (new states), although Westdeutschland and Ostdeutschland are still heard as well.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	Economic history of the German reunification[image: External link]

	Bonn–Paris conventions[image: External link]

	Petersberg Agreement[image: External link]

	West Berlin[image: External link]
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