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THE following narrative, written shortly after
the occurrence of the events therein described, was intended for
immediate publication; but, on my arrival in England, being again
appointed Surgeon-Superintendent of a convict-ship, my sojourn at
home was so limited—not exceeding ten days—that I
could not carry my intention into effect; and having been, since
that period, unremittingly employed in the same service, I have
not had leisure to superintend the work through the Press until
the present time.—Moreover, concluding that the interest in
the subjects treated of, had greatly subsided, I abandoned all
idea of giving publicity to the manuscript.

The great desire, however, still manifested by the Public, to
obtain information relative to New Holland, has induced me to
alter my opinion; and I now therefore publish these pages, in the
hope that they may contain some information acceptable to those
interested in Australian affairs, and afford some amusement to
the general reader.

With the exception of an article in the Journal of the Royal
Geographical Society of last year, there has been no account yet
published, of Melville Island or Raffles Bay; and I still hope
that, notwithstanding the unfavourable issue of former trials,
the attention of the Government will be again directed to the
manifold advantages likely to result from colonizing the north
coast of New Holland: and should any remarks, which I have made,
tend to accelerate so desirable an event, it will afford me much
gratification.

Although the observations regarding Swan River, and King
George's Sound, have been, in a great measure, superseded by more
recent information; yet, as they give a sketch of these
settlements in their infancy, I have deemed it expedient to
retain them.

The remarks in the Appendix, relative to transportation,
&c., may be entitled to some attention,—being derived
from an experience of eight voyages to Australia, during which, I
have had charge of nearly two thousand prisoners, without having
met with any difficulty, or disturbance, worth mentioning.

It was my intention to give a detailed account of New South
Wales and Van Diemen's Land; but as that subject has been so
recently and ably treated of, I have restricted myself to
offering a few words of advice to persons intending to become
settlers in these colonies, to whom the hints I have given may,
perhaps, prove advantageous.

T. B. WILSON.

London,

October 20th, 1835.
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THE ship "Governor Ready", 512 tons, was,
shortly after her arrival from Van Dieman's Land in 1828,
chartered by the Commissioners of the Navy, to convey 200 male
prisoners from Ireland to New South Wales; and being again
appointed surgeon-superintendent, I joined her on the 22d of July
in that year.

On the 17th of August the guards consisting of 50 men of the
63d regiment having embarked, and all being ready for sea, we
sailed from Deptford, and on the 27th arrived at the Cove of
Cork.

On the 18th of September 200 prisoners were received on board,
on the 21st we took our departure, and on the 17th of January,
1829, we arrived at Sydney, after a very pleasant passage, during
which the utmost harmony and quietness uninterruptedly
prevailed.

On the 26th all the prisoners were landed in good health.

After having spent a few weeks in New South Wales, the greater
part of which time I passed in excursions over the southern and
western settled districts of the Colony, I prepared to return to
England. There were several vessels in the harbour about to
depart for London direct, laden with colonial produce; but,
preferring the "Governor Ready", a ship in which I had spent many
happy days, I obtained permission from the Colonial Government to
return home in her, although she was to pursue rather a
circuitous route.

Previous to leaving England, it had been arranged that this
ship, after the debarkation of the prisoners at Sydney, should
proceed to the Isle of France, to receive a cargo of sugar; but
just as we were on the eve of leaving Sydney Cove, Captain Young
(who commanded the vessel) received intelligence of the failure
of the sugar crops there, which rendered it doubtful whether a
cargo would be in readiness; but, as the owners of the ship
(anxious to establish a direct commercial intercourse between the
two ports,) had sent another vessel in ballast from Bristol to
the Isle of France, with an intelligent supercargo, who had
instructions to purchase cargoes for both vessels, the hope that
he had succeeded, although diminished, was not entirely
destroyed.

To obtain more certain information relative to this matter,
and also to land several passengers; and, as little
inconvenience, expense, or delay, would be occasioned thereby, it
was deemed advisable to touch at the Derwent.

In the afternoon of the 18th March, Capt. Young and myself
bade adieu to our friends at Sydney, and after a protracted pull
down the harbour, joined the ship, which, having been under weigh
since day-light, was lying-to for us inside the heads of Port
Jackson.

We had a favourable and pleasant passage to Hobart Town, where
we arrived on the evening of the 25th. From information received
there, the idea of proceeding to the Isle of France was
abandoned; the sugar had not been purchased, and the wholesale
London dealers in that commodity had written to prohibit their
agents in that Island from shipping any freight by the "Governor
Ready", in consequence, I believe, of the following
circumstance:—During her passage home last year, from the
Isle of France, deeply (perhaps too deeply) laden with sugar, the
ship encountered a tremendous gale of wind off the Island of
Madagascar, and from the immense quantity of water shipped, much
of the cargo was damaged; and as great prejudice exists in London
against vessels built at Prince Edward's Island, the "Governor
Ready" (built there) having spoiled her cargo was a circumstance
not to be overlooked, and therefore she was unjustly singled out
as an unsafe and unseaworthy vessel.*

[* We were obliged to put in at the Cape of Good
Hope to get the damage of the ship repaired. The day previous to
our leaving Table Bay, two ships, (British built I believe,) the
"Mellish" and "Ferguson", reached there in a sad plight, having
been dismasted on the same day, by the same gale, within a few
miles of us. The ship "Woodlark" foundered this year in nearly
the same place, lat. 28°. 8'. S. long. 52°. 40'. E. and
within two days of the same time, February 11th, having
encountered the same kind of weather that we did. Had the
"Woodlark" been as staunch as the "Governor Ready", she might, in
like manner, have weathered out the gale.]

Thus circumstanced, Captain Young made up his mind to proceed
to Batavia. This change was not altogether agreeable to me,
having on a former occasion suffered much both from shipwreck and
disease, near and at the Island of Java; but I made up my mind
not to leave the ship, and it required some effort on my part to
persevere in this resolution, as I was solicited to embark in the
"Mermaid", (commanded by an old friend and mess-mate of mine,
Captain Henniker,) which was on the point of sailing for England
direct, via Cape Horn.

At daylight on the 2d of April we got under weigh, and gliding
down the river, under the influence of a stiff breeze, Hobart
Town and its singularly romantic environs soon receded from our
view. As the wind was blowing strongly from the westward, we
proposed going through D'Entrecasteaux's channel, so that, should
the wind continue to blow with undiminished force from the same
quarter, we might anchor near the southern entrance, and there be
in readiness for the first favourable slant to carry us round the
south-west Cape of Van Dieman's Land. The wind, however, having
shifted a little to the northward, and the barometer indicating
moderate weather, we entered Storm Bay, and were soon once more
on the mighty Southern Ocean.

The season was rather too far advanced for us to expect a
favourable passage round Cape Leuwin; but as, according to
Horsburgh's Directory, good passages had occasionally been
effected as late, and even later, it was considered prudent to
make the attempt, more especially as it was too early in the
season for passing through Torres' Straits, a route, under the
most favourable circumstances, beset with intricacy and
danger.

Influenced by these considerations, we purposed to beat to
windward; but the ship being very light—hardly in ballast
trim—it was not expected that much progress could be made
to the westward until the wind became more favourable. In anxious
expectation of this wished-for event, we kept contending with
adverse gales and tempestuous seas, being encouraged to persevere
by an occasional northerly breeze, until the 23d of April, when,
having only reached the 131st degree of east longitude, after
having sustained much loss of canvas and other damage, our
patience deserted us, more especially as the hope of obtaining a
fair wind diminished daily: inasmuch as winter was
advancing—the season when westerly winds prevail.

All circumstances being maturely considered, it was decided,
that to persevere longer in endeavouring to get round Cape Leuwin
would be worse than useless; the attempt, therefore, was
abandoned. Accordingly at 5 P.M. of the 23d the
helm was put up, and all hands called to square yards, an order
obeyed with much alacrity, the sailors having been greatly
harassed and fatigued ever since our departure from Van Dieman's
Land by constant work in making or shortening sail, according to
the state of the weather, the vicissitudes of which were sudden
and severe.

To be scudding under easy sail, after such continued uproar,
was felt to be an agreeable change, although we could not help
feeling that we were running from a boisterous, into a smoother,
but much more dangerous, sea. The ship was not provided with
charts of the north coast of New Holland, (the first sheet of
Minder's north coast excepted,) nor of the Indian Archipelago, as
it was not contemplated, on leaving England, that they would be
required. This circumstance was untoward; but knowing that we
should have opportunities of ascertaining our true position from
lunar observations, and determining to keep a good look out, we
hoped to get safely through the dangers which abounded in the
route we were now compelled to pursue.

On the 27th we made Cape Otway; and while passing through
Bass's Straits we found, from the cross bearings of several
islets, that the chronometer deviated widely from the truth: it
was, therefore, evident that no reliance could prudently be
placed on the longitude thus ascertained; this circumstance,
however, caused us no uneasiness, being fortunately favoured with
other and unerring celestial time-keepers.

We had scarcely got round Cape Howe when the wind shifted to
the northward, and, after two days fruitlessly spent in standing
off and on, we stretched out to the eastward until we obtained a
favourable breeze. On the 6th of May we passed the parallel of
Port Jackson, in longitude 157° 30', when, the wind being
still fair, we shaped a course, so as to pass close to the
eastward of Cato's bank. At noon, on the 9th, we were one mile
north, and ten miles east of it, according to chronometer
corrected from Kent's group; but satisfactory lunar observations
placed us twenty miles farther to the eastward. The course was,
therefore, altered a little more to the westward, that we might
obtain a sight of "Bird Islet" on Wreck Reef, in compliance with
the generally received opinion, that every vessel bound through
Torres' Straits by the outer passage ought to do so; as, from the
position of Wreck Reef being well known, a good opportunity is
thereby afforded of comparing the chronometer.

At midnight we had passed Bird Islet, as the latitude was
ascertained to be 22°. 9' south, by the meridian altitudes of
several stars taken, in the order of their culmination between a
little before ten and midnight, and reduced to the latter hour.**
As we possessed, or at least believed that we did possess, the
only information to be gained by a sight of Bird Islet,
i.e., the exact position of the ship, we concluded that it
would be wasting time to lie-to till daylight, more especially as
the night was clear and the breeze favourable. We therefore
proceeded on our course, which was now directed for Diana's
Bank.

[** I am thus minute, for the purpose of showing
that Captain Young paid uncommon attention to the navigation of
his ship, far more so indeed than is usual with the generality of
masters of merchant vessels.]

I may here mention that as soon as we passed the tropic, and
entered into a sea bestrewed with coral reefs and sand-banks,
every measure, which prudence could dictate or caution suggest,
was adopted to insure a constant and careful look-out. Every one
acquainted with inter-tropical navigation must be aware from
experience that it is very difficult for a person keeping
"watch-and-watch" to be sufficiently alert, especially in sultry
weather. Three watches were, therefore, formed, each under the
charge of two officers, one of whom was stationed on the poop,
and the other on the forecastle: a trust-worthy sailor was also
to keep a look-out from the forecastle, and another from the
foreyard—the latter to be relieved every half hour: due
care being thus taken to guard against dangers known and unknown,
we cautiously but confidently, kept under sail even during the
night.

On Saturday, the 10th., the breeze blew strongly from the
S.E., attended with frequent showers, and a completely obscured
sky. Towards the evening, the clouds dispersed, the wind became
lighter, and throughout the night the sky continued clear. At
eight o'clock, P.M. of the 11th, we were in the
parallel of Diana's Bank. A few minutes afterwards, the watch on
the forecastle called out, "breakers on the lee-bow", and "right
a-head!" This intelligence caused considerable alarm. The ship
was instantly hove in the wind: some declared they not only saw
broken water, but the land very distinctly, and pretended to
point it out to others, who were rather sceptical, yet, after the
most careful inspection, neither the one nor the other could be
perceived. The panic having subsided, we resumed our course
direct for the Eastern Fields, and at one o'clock in the morning
of the 15th, being in latitude 10° 12' and in longitude
146° 20' east, we shortened sail, expecting to be up with
these reefs by day-break.

Shortly afterwards, however, it fell calm, and continued so
till next morning, when the breeze sprung up; and at seven,
A.M., we descried the "Eastern Fields" right
a-head: at noon we were in latitude 10° 2' and, by lunar
observations, brought forward by chronometer, in longitude
145° 49'; the north-east extremity of the reef (which,
according to Flinders, is in latitude 10° 2' and longitude
145° 45') bearing west; distant from two to three miles. The
chronometer placed us forty-two miles too far west.* It afforded
us much gratification to find the observations, which we had
taken so frequently, and with great care, prove so correct; as we
could now with confidence lay down on the chart our true track,
(where we neither met nor saw either reefs or shoals, or
sand-banks,) which might prove of considerable utility to others
who might hereafter pursue the same route.

[* I believe that many islands, islets, and
reefs, said to be new discoveries, are not so—that they
have been already described—and supposed new through too
much reliance being placed on the chronometer; several instances
of this are within my own knowledge. In the present instance, had
we trusted to the chronometer, this reef (the Eastern Fields)
would doubtlessly have been considered as hitherto unknown.]

Shortly after noon the wind became light and variable; during
the night it blew from the westward, consequently we got to the
ripplings to the northward of the reef, and experienced an
easterly current, which retarded our progress considerably. On
the 17th, towards evening, a steady breeze again blew from the
south-east, and we made all sail with the intention of being up
to the Barrier Reef betimes in the morning; and as we should most
probably pass between Boot Beef and Portlock Reef some time in
the middle watch, a knowledge of our latitude was an object of
the utmost importance.

Fortunately, having fine weather and a cloudless sky, our
latitude could be, and was, ascertained almost every half hour,
by the meridian altitude of a star, either north or south of the
zenith, and by the distance of the Moon from Jupiter and Altair
to the east; and from Saturn and Regulus to the west, we inferred
our longitude. During the early part of the middle watch, the
sound of breakers was distinctly heard on both sides of the ship.
About three, A.M., our latitude by Rastaban and
Vega, agreeing with that deduced previously from the meridian
altitude of Jupiter, the Moon, and sixteen Stars, was 9° 51'
south, and our longitude by lunars, brought forward by
chronometer, was 144° 38'.

Having thus passed safely between these reefs, we were rather
elated by being the first (as far as our knowledge extended) who
had made the attempt during the night. We kept on our course
under easy sail till day-light, when, as expected, we saw
Murray's Island, and shortly afterwards, the great Barrier Reef,
through which we entered by an opening about 100 fathoms wide,
Murray's Island bearing W.S.W.

Imagining we could reach Half-way Island long before sun-set,
we did not stop at Murray's Island; greatly to the disappointment
of the natives, many of whom were seen running along the beach,
and inviting us, by every means in their power to stay. I regret,
individually, that I had not an opportunity of renewing an
acquaintance formed with several of these interesting islanders
some years ago.**

[** Vide Appendix.]

We proceeded on, following nearly the "Cumberland's" track;
the captain and chief mate keeping a good look-out from the
fore-yard; the other officers attending to the manoeuvring of the
ship, while a person, who had some previous knowledge of the
passage, attended to the wheel.

About one, P.M., being in the fair channel,
under the influence of a strong breeze, and the tide in our
favour, we pursued our serpentine and perilous course with much
rapidity; and, guided only by the colour of the water, passed
many sand-banks and reefs in safety, until 2.45
P.M., when the ship struck with such force on a
small detached coral reef, that the rock penetrated instantly
through her bottom! There was no occasion for sounding the well,
the encroaching water, in a few minutes up to the lower deck,
affording us a melancholy proof of the extensive and irremediable
damage that the ship had sustained.

Thus, suddenly and unexpectedly, in broad day-light, after
having, by unremitted attention and care, passed the most
dangerous parts of this intricate passage, were all our hopes
utterly annihilated.

It now only remained for us to consider by what means we might
have a chance of saving our lives. After as much deliberation as
such disastrous circumstances would admit of, the only mode that
appeared to us to hold out any prospect of success, was—to
endeavour to reach some European settlement in the boats: the
nearest to us, of whose situation we had any certain knowledge,
was Melville Island, which, we had heard, previously to leaving
Sydney, was about to be abandoned. We determined, however, to
touch there in the first instance, and should we find it
deserted, we made up our minds to endeavour to get to Coupang,
the principal establishment of the Dutch on the island of Timor,
where Captain Bligh was so hospitably received, after his
miraculous escape in the "Bounty's" launch.

The ship's company being assembled on the quarter-deck, a
short address was made to them, explanatory of what was intended
to be attempted for the general good. When it was understood that
we must proceed at least 900 miles in the boats, through, to us,
an unknown sea, before we could reach the nearest probable place
of obtaining succour, many of them,—those particularly who
had wives and children,—began to despair; they were rallied
out of their despondency, and as there were several intelligent
men among the crew, they were invited to give their opinion
relating to our ulterior proceedings. But they unanimously
declined doing so, and assured us of their readiness, not only to
abide implicitly by our decision, but also to obey all orders
which might be given, with as much promptitude as they had done
prior to the shipwreck, being, as they said, well aware, that by
such conduct only, could they have any reasonable hope of being
delivered from their present perilous situation.

Our boats, three in number, were now hoisted out; two of them,
the skiff and jolly-boat, were fitted with sails, and in every
other respect in good order: the long boat, not having been out
of the ship since she left Sydney in October 1827, and not
having, during the interval, received any repairs, (particularly
caulking, of which she stood much in need,) was far from being in
a fit state for the present unexpected service. As regarded our
distribution in the different boats, it was at first proposed to
draw lots, but it was finally arranged that the Captain and
myself should go in the long boat, the first mate and the
sailmaker in the skiff, and the second mate and the boatswain in
the jolly-boat. The Captain and mates choosing the remainder of
the crew alternately, in the same manner as is customary in
forming a watch.

In this manner, then, were we divided; nineteen in the long
boat, twelve in the skiff, and eight in the jolly boat; and it
was agreed that we should keep close company, that we might
afford assistance to each other in case of necessity; being
determined to be saved, or to perish together.

Our attention was now naturally drawn to reflect on what ought
to be taken in the boats; and lest any individual, from misguided
self-interest, should take with him private property, to the
exclusion of that which was necessary for the public good, it was
suggested, that nothing of the kind should be permitted, and no
opposition was offered to this prudent arrangement. It was,
therefore, directed that only such articles necessary either for
the sustenance of life. or for self-defence, or for our guidance,
were to be taken. In the long boat were placed three casks of
water, also some biscuit, salt beef, pork, hams, and cheese, tea
and sugar, a small keg of brandy, a few cooking utensils, a
lantern, a few candles, a tinder-box and matches, a keg of
gunpowder, some muskets and cutlasses; the chronometer, sextants,
quadrants, a compass, and necessary books of navigation; a
top-gallant studding sail boom, and a fore royal, were also
thrown into her, for a mast and sail: a little canvas, tarpaulin,
and some deal boards, were not forgotten: and the carpenter was
enjoined to take such of his tools as might prove useful. The
skiff and jolly-boat had their barrels filled with water, and
each was provided with a compass: there was a sextant in one and
a quadrant in the other; and with the exception of their not
being lumbered with provisions, which we were to issue to them
from time to time, they were similarly supplied with other
necessary and useful articles.

Matters being thus arranged, a few effects belonging to
individuals, (i.e., blankets and wearing apparel, in a
limited quantity,) were permitted to be put on board their
respective boats. At this time some of the sailors who had
managed, notwithstanding all our precautions, to get access to
the spirits, of which they had freely partaken, requested they
might have a little grog to support their strength, sagely
remarking that, although too much would prove injurious, a little
could not possibly do them any harm. This request, however,
although backed with such a powerful argument, was decidedly
refused; and on their showing a disposition to argue the point,
rather insubordinately, they were reminded of their promise, made
only a very short time before, of implicit obedience; which
would, if necessary, be strictly and fearlessly enforced. This
rebuke had the desired effect of making them desist from further
importunity, and measures were taken to remove all chance of
their obtaining any more spirits clandestinely.

The ship was now gradually going down a-stern, and fears were
entertained that she might suddenly slip off the rock and sink in
deep water.

From having been formerly placed in a similar situation, I had
no apprehension of such a result; on the contrary, I thought that
if no particularly bad weather occurred, she would perhaps remain
nearly in the same state, till the change of the monsoon; the
Captain coincided in this opinion, and it was thought advisable
to remain on board until the morning.

After having assisted in the arrangement of all matters
connected with our safety, I retired to my cabin, and while
employed there, in selecting some papers and other small
articles, which I wished, if possible, to preserve, one of the
sailors, on whose judgment I placed some reliance, came hurriedly
in, and begged me to come instantly into the boat, as the ship
was rapidly going down; this intelligence, although contrary to
my own opinion, was not to be neglected, especially as the water
was now up to the cabin windows. On coming out, I found every
one, excepting the Captain, in the greatest alarm; all dreading
that the ship would suddenly slip off the rock, and drag the
boats down with her, thereby rendering our escape impossible, and
our destruction inevitable.

Although the Captain and myself were still persuaded that
there was no immediate danger of such an accident, yet, in
acquiescence with the general wish, the order was given, which
there was no occasion to repeat, for all hands to go into the
boats; and we left, with sorrowful hearts, the ship that had
conveyed us in safety through stormy seas, so many thousand
miles, just as the sun,—emblematic of her fate,—had
sunk in the western wave.
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AS it would have been imminently dangerous to
proceed in the boats during the night, we decided to keep close
to the ship till break of day. Accordingly, the boats were made
fast to each other, and the long-boat attached to the flying
gib-boom by a rope of considerable length, which one of our party
was in readiness to cut, should the ship go down. The advantage
of the caution used in loading the boats was now apparent; the
gunwale of the long-boat being within a very little distance of
the water, and she was leaking so much, that it required the
constant labour of two hands to keep her free; but we hoped she
would take up before morning.

Being now in a state of inaction, we had time to reflect on
our altered situation. A few hours ago, we were in the enjoyment
of every comfort compatible with a seafaring life,—a
justly-grounded prospect of an agreeable and prosperous voyage,
and, at no distant period, a happy meeting with our friends in
our native land:—now, our only hope of personal safety
depended on a leaky boat, necessarily overloaded, an intricate
and dangerous navigation around us, many hundred miles distant
from the nearest abode of civilised man! Our misfortunes,
however, pressed less heavily, in consequence of there being no
females to share them.

To others differently situated, the night might have appeared
exceedingly beautiful, as the moon, and her starry train, shone
with that splendour peculiar to the torrid zone; but to us it was
long and dreary, and we hailed with delight the first appearance
of dawning day. In the morning. Captain Young and myself went on
board. I was anxious to save some manuscripts and other papers of
value, but the sea having taken possession of my cabin, rendered
the attempt useless. As the alarm, caused by the apprehension
that the ship would suddenly sink, had subsided, several of the
sailors came on board, ostensibly for the purpose of obtaining a
little more rope, canvass, and wood; but their real design (to
search for spirits) being suspected, was soon perceived and
prevented.

It was our intention to remain by the ship for a short time,
to put the long-boat in some order, and to fit her with sails;
but, being convinced that no good was to be expected from the
sailors while spirits were within their reach,—to prevent
the fatal consequences that might ensue from longer delay, it was
deemed expedient to defer these necessary operations till our
arrival at Half-way Island. All on board were therefore ordered
to come into the boats instantly; but the order, although we
showed the example, not being obeyed with so much alacrity as it
was last evening, we threatened to depart without them, and had
actually shoved off; they then quitted the ship with reluctant
speed, without having obtained either their apparent or real
object. To the general credit of the crew, however, I ought to
mention that only a very few acted in this manner—by far
the greater number conducting themselves with becoming
steadiness—yet it was not deemed prudent to trust too much
to their self-denial in this respect.

Although many disheartening circumstances conspired to render
the issue of our enterprise a matter of great uncertainty, yet
being aware that despondency could only make bad worse, we
commenced with confidence our perilous voyage, invoking the aid
of Divine Providence, by whose protecting influence we might be
shielded from the numerous and varied dangers that were and would
be continually hovering around us. Our course was directed to
Half-way Island; and the breeze being fresh, our ruined ship soon
receded through the growing waters—all of us casting many a
"lingering look behind",—until her loftiest sails, yet
fluttering in the wind, were hid from view by the horizon, now
beautifully adorned by the rays of the rising sun.

After having passed a reef of some extent, which was left on
the larboard hand, we experienced a south-easterly swell, and as
we had to haul more up, the spray dashed incessantly over us,
rendering us not only very uncomfortable, but doing much injury,
particularly to the biscuit.

About eleven o'clock, A.M., we reached the
island, and our first care was to spread out the biscuit to dry;
those who were in the other boats followed our example, although
some thoughtless youngsters, being about to amuse themselves, as
if on a party of pleasure, had to be reminded of their duty. As
our mast, the top-gallant studding-sail boom, had already been
sprung, it was fished with an oar; and our boat was
fitted, in a temporary way, with a tarpawling bulwark.

In the meantime, the cook was busy in the exercise of his
vocation; a fire was kindled, and a pig (two having found their
way into the boat) was killed, and dressed for dinner; to which
we assembled with keen appetites, in a romantic spot, shaded from
the sun by the luxuriant foliage of a natural grove. The
resemblance, in some respects, to a pic-nic party, tended to
exhilarate our spirits; and the sailors, who in general have much
repugnance to alloy present enjoyment by any cares about the
future, were quite happy and jocose.

Dinner being finished, we prepared to renew our journey. In
case of accidental separation, a week's provisions were issued to
the skiff and jolly-boat, and it was judged prudent to divide at
once the brandy equally to the boats, according to the number of
persons in each. To do this equitably, it behoved us to collect
all that might be in the other boats, for we had only a very
small quantity in the long-boat, in consequence of the
unaccountable disappearance of a five-gallon keg full.

A good deal of ill humour was manifested by the officer in
charge of one of the boats, when requested to increase the
general stock, by the production of a considerable quantity which
he had snugly stowed away for particular service. He was very
reluctant to give it up, insisting that, de jure, it was
his own property. However that might be, it was, ex
necessitate rei, added to the common stock, which was then
divided, with strict impartiality, as were also a few bottles of
wine and porter, which had been placed in our boat by the
steward. The biscuit, being now dry, was put into bags, and
protected as much as possible from future damage, by being
covered with tarpawling.

Every thing being placed in the boats, about six,
P.M., we left this islet. Perhaps we acted rather
imprudently, by not remaining until the morning; but, as we could
not procure any water here, and as it was in other respects
inconvenient, we were anxious to get forward to Booby Island,
where we purposed to complete our arrangements, and which it was
expected we should reach next evening. We shaped our course for
Wednesday Island, and directed the other boats to keep ahead, as
they drew much less water. However, they, in a very short time,
fell astern, and we led the way, keeping a sharp look out, to
avoid reefs and sand-banks.

About eight o'clock, we were alarmed by repeated reports of
musketry; our sail was instantly lowered, and in a few minutes we
saw both boats, and learned that all was well, and that the
firing had proceeded from the jolly-boat, the crew of which, it
appeared, had imprudently drunk their whole allowance of
spirits.

About midnight, land, apparently a small island, was
discovered,* bearing west. We hauled to the northward, and soon
perceived another island on our larboard beam, and a third on our
larboard bow. We had not continued our course for to the
northward, when the well known and dreaded sound of breakers was
distinctly heard right a-head. We instantly wore, and stood to
the southward, intending to pass between the first and second
islands, by a passage that appeared two or three miles wide; but
it being probable that the channel might be strewed with reefs;
and the moon only affording a very dubious light,—rendered
more deceitful by a hazy atmosphere,—it was, on
deliberation, considered more prudent to stand off and on, in
sight of the first made island, until break of day.

[* In the first instance, we imagined this to be
Mount Adolphus, but it was not so. From the haziness of the
atmosphere, and the horizon being undefined, we could not
ascertain our latitude from the altitude of any of the stars, and
although the attempt was made, the result could not be depended
on.]

At length the wished-for morning appeared, and discovered to
us three islands, low and woody, in the same meridian; and from
the northernmost a reef, from which we had during the night so
narrowly escaped, extending to the eastward as far as the eye
could reach.

As the channel between the southern and middle islands
appeared the best, we determined to pass through it, and directed
the other boats to precede us; but instead of doing so, they fell
into our wake. We found the passage deep, and free from reefs.
Two natives were seen running along the starboard shore,
seemingly, by their gestures, intreating us to land; but we
passed on, without taking advantage of their apparently earnest
invitation.

We had only proceeded a short distance, when two islands were
descried, which, from their appearance and relative position,
were supposed to be Double and Wednesday Islands; to the latter
we directed our course, and about eleven o'clock passed within a
mile of its northern extremity. Then, in accordance with
Horsburgh's directions, we steered W.N.W. to avoid a dangerous
reef; but we had not advanced far in this direction, when a high
peaked hill came into view; and very shortly afterwards,
continuous and relatively low land was discovered, trending to
the north, and also to the south-west of it. We were obliged to
haul up S.S.W. before the visible extremity of the latter bore on
our starboard bow.

We were now greatly embarrassed, and in much doubt respecting
our position, which, as noon was fast approaching, and the sky
overcast, there did not seem to be any probability of
ascertaining: to add to our uneasiness, the rain fell in heavy
and frequent showers, accompanied by strong squalls, which were
driving us nearer than agreeable to the lee-shore, on which we
could discern the sea breaking heavily.

Contrary to expectation, however, the sun burst through the
clouds at noon, as if on purpose to show his meridian altitude,
and then withdrew. Having ascertained our latitude to be 10°
16' south, we were convinced of what we had before conjectured,
that the land on our lee was Banks' Island.** We stood on, and
succeeded in weathering its south-western point; and then we
observed that it trended to the north-west.

[** Previously to our latitude being thus
satisfactorily known, we suspected that we had got to the
northward, and that the peaked hill to the westward was Mount
Augustus, but our latitude being 10° 16', and the hitherto
supposed Wednesday Island bearing at this time to the northward
of east, according with its latitude as laid down in Horsburgh's
Directory, and in Lynn's Tables, we were completely puzzled. We
did not imagine that these books could be both erroneous in this
respect. Such, however, is the fact; Wednesday Island being in
latitude 10° 30', in place of 10° 10', as it is laid down
in both these justly esteemed publications. Pole's Island (that
which we supposed Wednesday Island) is in latitude 10° 10'
exactly.]

In a short time, the sea, which had hitherto been turbulent,
became suddenly as smooth as a mill-pond, which convinced us that
we were in the vicinity of reefs; and it was not long before an
extensive sand-bank impeded our farther progress. We altered our
course S.W., W., and N.W., running along the edge of the shoal,
which extended farther than the eye could reach in a parallel
direction with Banks' Island. A scattered group of islands,
unknown to us, to the westward, being now in sight, we, (being
foiled in our attempt to reach Booby Island, and our boat having
become more leaky,) determined to take shelter near one of them,
and should it afford us water, to complete our arrangements
there.

We made several attempts to find a passage through this
extensive reef, without success, but at length, by perseverance
and caution, we happily found a way by a long, narrow, and
tortuous channel, from one to two fathoms deep; and about five
o'clock, P.M., we leaped ashore on a fine sandy
beach, in a small bay, on the north side of an island situated
nearly in the centre of the group; and we were soon joined by the
other boats, which had cautiously kept in our wake.

We all rejoiced to be once again on shore, and our first care
was to search for water. The Captain and myself proceeded to a
spot that seemed, by the freshness of the surrounding vegetation,
to indicate the presence of that inestimable fluid, and, in a few
minutes, to our great satisfaction, we discovered a large
reservoir as clear as crystal, and of excellent quality. Having
been, since the shipwreck, on very short allowance of this
necessary of life, we indulged in copious and unrestrained
potations; and then took a run along the shore to stretch our
limbs, which were dreadfully stiff and cramped, by the confined
posture in the boat.

A pleasing instance occurred here, of the effect of our
conduct at Half-way Island. One of the officers came, by request
of those in the boat of which he had charge, to mention, that
having found a keg of brandy, they wished to deliver it up for
general distribution. Although we suspected that, as in the other
boat, it had been purposely secreted, the keg bearing a strong
resemblance to that which had so unaccountably disappeared from
us,—yet, gratified by their repentance, we gave them due
praise for their disinterested conduct.

To those who are acquainted with a sailor's predilection for a
glass of grog, and of his not being fastidiously particular, at
times, as to the mode of obtaining it, their conduct, in this
instance, must appear a convincing proof of what may be effected
by strict impartiality.

The cook having got his utensils on shore, soon provided us
with boiling water, and we enjoyed our tea, not feeling the want
of sugar, which the salt water had completely destroyed. Being
all fatigued, and inclined to sleep, we made preparations to
retire to rest. Directions were given to keep the boats afloat,
and arrangements were entered into to guard against the possible
consequences of sudden surprise; and also to receive, in a
friendly way, any of the natives who, from curiosity, or from any
other cause, might pay us a visit during our slumbers. Captain
Young, and myself, chose a spot, protected from the night-wind by
a large block of granite, and within a short distance of
high-water-mark, where—our bed the sand,—our canopy
the sky,—we were soon lulled asleep by the soothing sound
of the hollow breeze, and the mournful melody of the murmuring
sea.

Nothing occurred during the night to disturb us, and we did
not awake till daylight, when we found ourselves much renovated
by our uninterrupted repose. At an early hour we assembled, and
partook of breakfast, consisting of cocoa, biscuit, and delicious
oysters, which were found here, and caught in abundance at low
water.

The receding tide having left the boats a-ground, the
carpenter's first care was, to examine into the state of the
long-boat. His report was exceedingly unfavourable. Besides
standing much in need of caulking, and other repairs, it was
discovered that the worms had committed sad havoc, several of the
planks in her bottom being in an alarmingly decayed state, from
their depredations. In short, the carpenter was afraid to meddle
with her, lest he might make affairs worse,—but it was
absolutely necessary that something should be done. We had no
pitch, but we had a considerable quantity of oakum, and the
carpenter was directed to chintz the worst places very gently,
and afterwards to apply some tallow, and then to nail canvas over
all. These operations being completed, he was to fix the
tarpawling bulwark in a more secure and efficient manner, that we
might be protected from the disagreeable intrusion of the spray.
The other boats being in good order, and well-found, only
required a bulwark, or railing, to render them completely
sea-worthy.

The sail-makers were directed to convert the fore-royal into a
lug-sail, and to make a jib from some spare canvas, that we might
be enabled to make progress on a wind. The remainder of the crew
were employed variously: some were picking bread, others filling
water, some gathering oysters, and others cruizing about, in
search of adventures, or amusing themselves with the loquacious
prattle of a favourite cockatoo, which had been, by general
consent, permitted to accompany us.

The Captain and his officers took several observations of the
sun's altitude, which they were enabled to do by walking to the
north-east side of the island. As the western extremity of
Mulgrave Island bore due north of us, distant six or eight miles,
and as no other land in that direction intervened, the sky being
clear, and the horizon distinctly defined, we were enabled to
obtain the meridian altitude of the sun to a great nicety; and
the latitude thence deduced, by means of three observers, with
well-adjusted sextants, was 10° 13' 27" south.

The carpenter and sail-makers having been very industrious,
had completed their labours early in the afternoon; and we
contemplated, with satisfaction, our worm-eaten boat, pretty well
patched up, and properly fitted with a lug-sail and jib, a
bowsprit having been formed from an oar. The bulwark, although
grotesque and rude, was firmly attached by stanchions, formed
from boughs of a species of pandanus, which, without knowing, or
indeed caring, whether or not we were botanically correct, we
named, on that account, pandanus utilis.

Several altitudes of the sun were taken in the afternoon, to
check and to compare with those taken in the morning; thence to
ascertain the apparent time with greater accuracy. The bread
having been carefully dried and picked, was stowed away in the
boat, and protected from the wet beneath, by dunnage; and from
the rain or spray; by tarpawling; while that which was beginning
to spoil was kept for present use.

These things being all arranged, we assembled at dinner,
consisting of salt beef, fresh pork, and abundance of oysters;
and it was deemed advisable, in consequence of most of us having
been exposed to the rays of a powerful sun, to issue a double
allowance of grog. The sailors, with characteristic levity, were
in high glee, and quite delighted with their fare.

Dinner being finished, and the sun's horizontal rays not being
oppressive. Captain Young, his officers, and myself, climbed to
the highest part of the island, and took a general view of those
adjacent, and observed their relative bearings, by an azimuth
compass. On returning, we were saluted with the glad tidings that
the long-boat, now afloat, leaked very little.

In the evening we re-assembled, when a short address was made
to the sailors, explanatory of our projected future proceedings.
The dangers, that might reasonably be expected to befall us
during the way, were pointed out, and also the means of averting
or combating them successfully; the sailors were complimented on
their hitherto general good conduct, which it was hoped would
continue to merit praise, as influencing materially the
favourable issue of our enterprise.

The scene was impressive and picturesque;—the numerous
blazing fires, which the sailors had for pastime kindled along
the shore, completely illumined the small bay in which the boats,
all ready for departure, were now floating, and threw a lurid
glare on the hardy, weather-worn countenances of the assembled
group, who were ever and anon reminded of their unenviable
situation, by a sudden blast of the breeze, or a sullen
threatening roar of the ruthless sea.—Place, time, and
circumstances, thus conspiring to excite and cherish gloomy
ideas, those who looked beyond the present moment could not avoid
being somewhat depressed, in spite of every effort to be, as well
as to appear, cheerful and unconcerned.

Watches were placed in situations commanding a good look out,
with directions how to act, should any strangers make their
appearance during the night,—precautionary measures to
prevent surprise, being now rendered doubly necessary; as it was
reasonable to suppose, that the natives, (distinct and recent
traces of whom had been observed during the day,) might be
attracted to the spot by the fires, which were blazing in all
directions around us. After these arrangements, we severally
betook ourselves to rest.

The spot where the Captain and myself slept last night, had
been, by the care of some of our comrades, converted into a very
pretty bower,—branches of trees being interwoven on the
east and west sides of the rock, the ensign spread over the top,
soft twigs strewed on the sand, and the whole ornamented with
various flowers. We were pleased with this spontaneous attention,
and slept soundly till about two o'clock in the morning, when we
got up, for the purpose of making some observations, with a view
to determine the longitude; the distance between "Jupiter" and
the Moon's remote, and between "Fomalhaut" and her near limb,
were measured carefully several times; and the observations thus
made being reserved for calculation, when time and place might be
more convenient, the observers resumed their repose till the dawn
of day.

As soon as daylight appeared, preparations were made for our
departure; before embarking, I recommended, both by precept and
example, a long swim,—to exercise and fatigue the limbs,
now about to be cramped and confined for some time. We also
thought it not amiss to take a good breakfast, which the cooks,
who had been early at work, had prepared for us. This being
finished, every utensil capable of containing water was filled
therewith; and all being properly arranged in the boats, about
six o'clock, A.M., of the 22d of May, we left the
island, not without regret, yet pleased, that we should no longer
be annoyed with reefs and sand-banks. Not wishing to run the risk
of finding a clear passage between any of the islands, we steered
to the northward of the group,* and then directed our course W.
by S. across the gulf of Carpentaria.

[* This group consists of fourteen small islands;
the largest not being more than three miles in length, and about
one and a half in breadth.



The island at which we stopped was of considerable height. The
trees were of stunted growth; the grass was luxuriant, and the
water in abundance. On the (granite) pinnacle of the island, we
observed an immense collection of stones, resembling a
cairn; and as we imagined it served the same purpose, we
did not fail to increase the heap by a liberal contribution.



High water occurs at about 2h 30' after the Moon's culmination,
and the tide rises from eight to ten feet.



The latitude, as already observed, is 10° 13' 27" south, and
the longitude, (by lunar observations, and by chronometer
corrected from the Eastern Fields,) is 141° 56' 36",
east.



Neither Captain Flinders nor Captain King went so far north, and
therefore did not notice these islands; which, in compliment to
the Honourable Captain Duncan, R.N., we named Duncan's
Isles.]
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The weather was serene and apparently settled;
and the eastern breeze blew steadily, by the influence of which
we were propelled neither slowly nor unpleasantly over the
undulating bosom of the emerald sea. We were also cheered by the
indications of continued moderate weather, confirmed by the
placid aspect of departing day.

The night came on, and every thing around us still wore a
favourable appearance, and our spirits were buoyed up by the
pleasing hope, that the issue of our enterprise might be
prosperous.

The long-boat, in the centre, led the way; the skiff being
stationed on one quarter, and the jolly-boat on the other. As
before mentioned, we had a few candles; but they were reserved
for use, in the event of the weather being hazy; and, while the
sky was clear, we directed our course by the stars.

During the night, we proceeded at the rate of four miles an
hour; nothing occurred to cause us any alarm, nor, from the
appearance of early mom, did we apprehend any sudden change. The
weather continued fine throughout the day, the sea smooth, the
wind fair, and the boats kept close company. At noon, having
ascertained our latitude and longitude, we kept on our course for
New Year's Isle.

Now came "Saturday night at sea", a night commonly supposed to
be dedicated by the sons of the waves to reminiscences of
"sweethearts and wives", and to "the flowing bowl". This,
however, is more in song than in reality;—at least, it has,
in a great measure, like many other old customs, passed away;
and, with all due regard to Dibdin's memory, it may be fairly
doubted, whether the time be very fit to drink and sing "while
the foaming billows roll." Be that as it may, we could only
celebrate it in sober silence.

Since our departure from the islands, we had seen little to
enliven our lonely way. A few "boobies" occasionally made their
appearance; two of which, having this evening lighted on the
boat, were caught, and soon snapped up, without much ceremony of
cooking. We passed a great number of sea-snakes, whose movements,
especially during the night, were exceedingly beautiful.

"Within the shadow of the
boat,

I watched their rich attire;

Blue, glossy green, and velvet black.

They coiled, they swam, and every track

Was a flash of golden fire."

No untoward event occurred during the night, and we kept
advancing, guided by the stars, which did not withdraw their
shining until the sun shed his beams on the slumbering sea. The
day advanced, the weather continued propitious, and we indulged a
hope that fickle fortune was inclined to make some amends for her
late conduct towards us.

From the scanty state of our wardrobe, we were unable to make
that alteration in dress, usual (especially among well behaved
sea-faring men) on Sunday; yet each individual contrived to make
some difference in his appearance, from a feeling of respect to
the day.

In the forenoon, conformably to usual custom, we joined in the
performance of Divine service; but in the present instance we did
not adhere to the prescribed forms, having judged it preferable
to select such Psalms, and other portions of Scripture, as were
more immediately applicable to persons in our situation; and it
may readily be believed that our devotion was fervent and
sincere. Indeed, our lives depended on so frail a tenure, that
there was no difficulty in abstracting our thoughts from all
worldly affairs; and the contemplation of the sea and sky tended
to inspire us with a faint conception of that Almighty Power by
whose fiat they sprang into existence!—It was by no means
an uninteresting scene, to behold three small boats, in the wide
ocean, crowded with human beings, apparently at the dubious mercy
of the winds and waves, offering up their prayers and
supplications to HIM, "who is the confidence of
the ends of all the earth, and of them that are afar off upon the
sea."

At noon, the latitude, by observation, was 10° 41' south,
and longitude 137° 56' east. We continued our course, still
favoured by pleasant weather, and the billow-smoothing breeze. On
Monday afternoon we were visited by an immense shoal of dolphins,
which accompanied us for some time, whose swift and varied
evolutions tended to relieve the dull and dreary scene, although
their appearance boded no good to us. The mighty leviathans were
also this evening disporting in their boundless domain; and we
beheld their unwieldy and terrific gambols with fear and
trembling, but fortunately we escaped unscathed.

The weather, which had hitherto been so propitious, now began
to assume a threatening aspect; as the night advanced, the wind
became baffling, slight showers of rain fell, and the darkness
was so intense, that we lost sight of the other boats, although
they were at no great distance from us. We hoisted a light,
hoping that they might thereby be enabled to keep company, and
held on our way.

We passed the night in some anxiety, and when day-light
appeared, none of the boats were in sight; our consternation at
this accident was extreme, being aware that no person in the
absent boats knew the position of Melville Island. At first we
proceeded on, thinking, that, as they sailed far better than we,
they might be before us; but having soon changed our opinion, we
shortened sail, and in about an hour, after many a strained eye
had been wistfully scrutinizing every part of the horizon, we had
the satisfaction of perceiving both boats bearing E.S.E.

On joining, we learned that they had not seen our light, and
that they had also for some time lost sight of each other; we
rejoiced at our meeting, and resumed our course, as near as the
wind, which had now shifted to the north-west, would permit. At
noon our latitude was 11° 2' south, and longitude 134°
12' east; which we communicated to the other boats, and apprized
them also of the latitude and longitude of the British settlement
at Melville Island, lest accident, or unavoidable occurrence,
might again separate us. The wind continued light and variable,
chiefly from the north-west;—an uncommon quarter to blow
from at this place and season of the year. During the night the
boats were in close company; and a sharp look out was kept to
prevent our being taken unawares by any sudden change of the
weather; as, from appearances, we anticipated that some
alteration would soon take place.
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