

[image: The front cover of AKC Official Guide to Sporting Dogs shows a monatge of three toy dogs, all playing outside.]



[image: Photo]





AKC® Official Guide to Sporting Dogs


CompanionHouse Books™ is an imprint of Fox Chapel Publishing.


Project Team


The American Kennel Club®, Inc.


Fox Chapel Publishing


Editor: Madeline DeLuca


Designer: Wendy Reynolds


Indexer: Jay Kreider


All photos are credited to The American Kennel Club®, Inc, unless otherwise noted.


Additional Shutterstock.com images: Anna Averianova (1, 7 top left); Christian Mueller (5); Dora Zett (23); Glenka (101).


American Kennel Club®, AKC®, AKC Meet the Breeds®, AKC S.T.A.R. Puppy®, AKC Rally®, AKC Scent Work®, Canine Good Citizen®, and Foundation Stock Service® are registered trademarks of The American Kennel Club.


Copyright © 2025 by the American Kennel Club®


All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior written permission of Fox Chapel Publishing, except for the inclusion of brief quotations in an acknowledged review.


ISBN 978-1-62187-245-0


eISBN 978-1-62187-247-4


Library of Congress Control Number: 2025932130


This book has been published with the intent to provide accurate and authoritative information in regard to the subject matter within. While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the author and publisher expressly disclaim any responsibility for any errors, omissions, or adverse effects arising from the use or application of the information contained herein. The techniques and suggestions are used at the reader’s discretion and are not to be considered a substitute for veterinary care. If you suspect a medical problem, consult your veterinarian.


[image: Photo]



Fox Chapel Publishing


903 Square Street


Mount Joy, PA 17552


 


We are always looking for talented authors.


To submit an idea, please send a brief inquiry to acquisitions@foxchapelpublishing.com.




Foreword


The original materials compiled in the AKC® Stud Book were listings of sporting dogs from 1878, and the sporting breeds have been batting leadoff in show catalogs and stud registers ever since.


The breeds of the AKC® Sporting Group—spaniels, setters, pointers, and retrievers—are the most homozygous as to function: All are used to work on feathered game alongside human hunters bearing rifles. But it was not always so; many sporting breeds, today known as “gundogs” or “bird dogs,” predate the advent of firearms and were developed to find and flush birds when hunters used falcons, clubs, or nets in the field.


The breeds of the Sporting Group are subcategorized along three basic hunting styles. The flushing breeds, mostly spaniels, flush or “spring” gamebirds from their nesting areas in brush and high grass, mark where the downed bird lands, and then retrieve the prey.


The pointing and setting breeds work a great distance from the hunter and will point or set (crouch) to indicate the presence of game birds to their human hunting partner.


The retrievers specialize in waterfowl. They wait and watch until the hunter downs his target, usually a duck on the wing. They then mark the spot on the lake where the duck lands, swim out to the spot, take the game in their “soft” mouth, swim back to their human hunting partner, and deliver the game to hand. The retrievers are equipped with thick coats, allowing them to work comfortably in icy water.


Of course, not all of today’s sporting dogs are working hunters. Many are simply loving and loyal family companions. The Labrador and Golden Retrievers are among the most popular pets among all dog breeds in America and around the world. The trainability, attentiveness, and eagerness to please of good bird dogs make them excellent housemates.
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A representative of the sporting breed—the Irish Water Spaniel.
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American Water Spaniel
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Barbet




	[image: Photo]

Boykin Spaniel
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Bracco Italiano
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Brittany
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Chesapeake Bay Retriever
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Clumber Spaniel
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Cocker Spaniel
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Curly-Coated Retriever
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English Cocker Spaniel




	[image: Photo]

English Setter
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English Springer Spaniel
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Field Spaniel
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Flat-Coated Retriever
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German Shorthaired Pointer








	[image: Photo]

German Wirehaired Pointer
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Golden Retriever
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Gordon Setter
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Irish Red and White Setter
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Irish Setter
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Irish Water Spaniel
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Labrador Retriever
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Lagotto Romagnolo
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Nederlandse Kooikerhondje
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Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever
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Pointer
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Spinone Italiano
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Sussex Spaniel
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Vizsla
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Weimaraner
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Welsh Springer Spaniel
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Wirehaired Pointing Griffon
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Wirehaired Vizsla












What Is the AKC®?


In September 1884, a group of sportsmen gathered in Philadelphia to establish an organization to govern dog shows in the United States. Each member of the group was a representative or “delegate” from a dog club that had, in the recent past, held a dog show or field trial. It was the birth of the American Kennel Club® (AKC®).


Since that historic meeting, the AKC®, a club of clubs, has blossomed into the world’s largest registry of purebred dogs and the nation’s leading not-forprofit organization devoted to the study, breeding, and advancement of all things canine.


From glamorous dog shows in spotlighted arenas to small obedience matches on summer afternoons, promoting the benefits of the purebred dog is the AKC®’s central focus, but it is far from the whole picture.


It’s the love of dogs, in their infinite variety, that is the soul of the AKC®. The organization is dedicated to protecting the rights of breeders and dog owners, as well as promoting responsible dog ownership.


Advancing Health and Welfare


• AKC® Canine Health Foundation (CHF): Founded in 1995 as an independent, affiliated nonprofit organization, CHF is dedicated to advancing the health of all dogs and increasing their owners’ knowledge by funding scientific research and supporting the dissemination of health information to prevent, treat, and cure canine disease.


• AKC® Reunite: The mission of the nation’s largest nonprofit pet recovery service is to keep pet microchipping and enrollment affordable, with no annual fees, so more lost pets can find their way home. Since 1995, AKC® has helped reunite more than 600,000 lost pets with their owners. More than ten million pets (of thirty-five different species) are enrolled in the AKC® Reunite pet-recovery service. As a nonprofit, AKC® Reunite gives its profits back to the US pet community through programs including grants to support volunteer canine search and rescue organizations, microchip scanner donations to shelters and rescues, and the AKC® Pet Disaster Relief trailers that deliver nonperishable necessities for sheltering pets to local emergency-management teams. These trailers provide animal-care services during the first critical hours following a disaster, before FEMA support and services can be deployed. Additionally, AKC® Reunite’s Adopt a K-9 Cop grant program matches donations from AKC® clubs to provide funds for police departments to acquire a K-9 officer.
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Dogs fulfill countless roles in today’s society, like this Wirehaired Pointing Griffon’s hunting abilities.




[image: A photo of four Irish Water Spaniels sitting next to each other outisde in the snow.]


Breeders continue to strive for perfection in their breeding programs: excellent conformation, correct temperaments, and outstanding working abilities. Consider these Irish Water Spaniels.




• AKC® Humane Fund: The AKC® Humane Fund celebrates and supports responsible dog ownership with grants, scholarships, the Awards for Canine Excellence, and other programs. Its grants for pet-friendly domestic violence shelters and breed rescue organizations advance and uphold the human-canine bond.


• AKC® Inspections: The AKC® is the only purebred registry in the United States with an ongoing routine kennel-inspection program. The AKC® has a dedicated team of field agents who visit kennels to help breeders while ensuring the proper care and conditions of AKC®-registered dogs and verifying that breeders are maintaining accurate records for their dogs. Since 2000, AKC® field agents have conducted over 70,000 inspections nationwide.


Building Community


The AKC® offers a wealth of education, information, and experiences for people who love dogs, including:


• Public Events: AKC Meet the Breeds®, its flagship event held in New York City, introduces thousands of people to new breeds, dog sports, AKC® initiatives, and activities.


• AKC® Education: This department strives to be the source of knowledge for all things dog, educating the public about purebred dogs, the sport of purebred dogs, and responsible dog ownership. AKC® Education meets this goal through online courses and exams for judges, groomers, breeders, trainers, and more via the AKC® Canine College. Additionally, AKC® Public Education offers numerous programs for the community such as the AKC® Canine Ambassador Program, AKC® PupPals, and AKC® Educator Resources. Finally, informative webinars are offered free of charge monthly on topics of interest for all dog owners.
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The AKC® Museum of the Dog in New York City has this life-size bronze Irish Setter statue, Sky, on display. The statue rests on a real quilted dog bed!




• Award-Winning Magazines: AKC® Family Dog, published six times a year, is packed with expert advice on health, grooming, behavior, and training, as well as heartwarming and inspiring tales of dogs and their owners that you will find nowhere else. The AKC® Gazette features breed columns for every registered AKC® breed.


• Website: AKC.org, the organization’s website, gives the public 24/7 access to the world’s most extensive storehouse of knowledge on all topics related to dogs. It is also the go-to place for topnotch goods and services.


• AKC.tv: The digital network AKC.tv features dog-related programming 24/7, as well as an on-demand library of world-class dog events, training and health tips, and original series created especially for dog owners and lovers, such as AKC Good Dog TV.


• The AKC® Museum of the Dog: Founded in 1980 in New York City, this AKC® gallery is the world’s finest collection of dog-related art, comprising depictions of man’s best friend in oil, watercolor, ink, and sculpture.


• The AKC® Research Library: Founded in 1934, this library is a unique repository of dog-related books, memorabilia, and ephemera, including many rare and antique editions, modern works, bound periodicals, and stud books from all over the world. The library presently contains more than 18,000 volumes.


• AKC® Canine Partners: Begun in 2009, this important program is designed to promote responsible ownership of both purebred and mixed breeds. It allows mixed breeds to enter companion events, based solely on the dogs’ training and performance. There are over 500,000 dogs enrolled. Mixed breeds are eligible to title in tracking and





Anatomy of a Dog


The dog is much more than the sum of his parts. Still, it’s important to remember that dogs’ beauty and talents—and our emotional responses to them—have been molded over at least fifteen thousand years of evolution. Beyond the evolutionary process, selective breeding created unique looks and enhanced inborn abilities and temperament, all related to how those various parts come together. Those parts and how they are assembled have created the most versatile species on earth. Today, there are dogs for all kinds of jobs, whether it’s leaping out of a helicopter to save a person who is drowning or nestling into a lap to comfort the elderly. In many ways, dogs and people are very much alike, beings composed of such stuff as bone, blood, muscle, skin, and hair. Using DNA from a Boxer named Tasha, scientists created a map of the canine genome. Comparisons to the human version have shown us that, genetically speaking, there’s only about a 15-percent difference between you and your dog. That’s why dogs are proving to be such excellent models for scientists seeking treatments for the worst human illnesses, such as cancer, heart disease, and arthritis.


Breed Standards


Many spectators at dog shows wonder how judges, in the two-and-a-half minutes allocated to examine a dog in the ring, can pick a winner. What is the judge looking at when he or she peers into the dog’s mouth, runs his or her hand along the dog’s sides, and steps back and intently watches every step as the handler and the dog move around the ring? How does the judge choose one dog over another?


Judges evaluate dogs based on a written description of an ideal specimen, which is known as the breed standard. A dog who possesses all the best traits mentioned in the standard is said to have good type.


In an examination, the judge will go over each dog with his or her hands, checking for breed-type points, those physical characteristics that give the breed its unique shape, movement, and overall appearance.


[image: A photo of three field spaniels sitting togther, looking to one side to better see their ears.]


Field Spaniels have folding ears.




It’s impossible to list every anatomical point the judge will consider; there are hundreds. Butfollowing is a quick rundown of some of the highlights, as well as the terms used to describe a few variations that separate a giant, plushly coated Newfoundland from a petite, near-naked Chinese Crested.


EARS


Ears: Whether they’re the oversized triangles of a Pembroke Welsh Corgi, the long, velvety flaps of the Basset Hound, or the butterfly wings that grace the head of the Papillon, ears are among the most expressive parts of the dog. The size, shape, and the ear set, (how the lobes are attached to the head) contribute a lot to the overall look. There are more than thirty terms used to describe the various canine ear shapes. Here are just a few:


• bat ear


• blunt-tipped ear


• flying ear


• folding ear


BITE


Most dogs have forty-two teeth, twenty in the upper jaw, twenty-two in the lower. When a judge looks into a dog’s mouth, he or she is making sure that all the teeth are present and that the bite conforms to the breed standard. There are four basic bites, and each serves a purpose either in creating an expression or in the dog’s work:


• overshot


• undershot


• level


• scissors


FRONT ASSEMBLY


The front assembly generally refers to the shoulders and the front legs. Correct form here allows the dog’s legs to move out in front, what is known as reach. Ideal reach will differ between, say, a Saluki and a Bulldog, and this will be determined by the construction of the shoulders, legs, and forefeet.
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Anatomical features have definitive purposes, like the soft mouth of the steadfast Curly-Coated Retriever.
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Labrador Retrievers have otter tails.




Judges pay special attention to angulation, the angles of bones and joints. Angulation is one of the most important aspects of canine anatomy. Correct angulation encourages proper muscular development, which makes for a dog who can move with ease.


FEET


Dogs’ feet come in several shapes:


• Cat feet, compact with a short third digit, are thought to improve endurance because they are easier to lift. • Webbed feet are good for swimming breeds like the Newfoundland, Labrador Retriever, and Portuguese Water Dog.


• Hare feet are elongated with two center toes larger than the side toes, seen in some sighthounds and Toy breeds.


RIB CAGE


Dogs have nine pairs of true ribs (connected directly to the breastbone), three pairs of false ribs (connected together by cartilage), and a set of floating ribs (unattached, as name implies). Judges will check for spring, the curvature in the ribs, which indicates how much space there is for heart and lungs.


REAR ASSEMBLY


The rear assembly—structure of the hindquarters—contributes to the dog’s ability to thrust forward with his back legs, allowing him to sprint and leap. This is known as drive. As with the front assembly, correct angulation is extremely important. Also, the front and rear must be in balance, or the dog’s movement will be impaired.


TAILS


Finally, the judge will look at the tail and the tailset (how the tail is attached to the dog’s rump). As with ears, there are many different types of tails, and there’s a separate ideal for each breed:


• plume


• curled


• sickle


• otter


• screw





Finding the Perfect Puppy


Adding a dog to your household is a big decision, one not to be made on impulse. The right choice may enhance your life beyond all expectations, while a bad one can mean aggravation, disappointment, and heartache. So, with the millions of puppies and dogs out there, how do you pick the right one?


[image: A photo of three labrabour puppies playing on a beach with a stick]


Make sure you research the breed of dog and the breeder carefully before committing.




[image: Photo]


If you’re fortunate enough to visit your puppy at your breeder’s home more than once, you’ll be able to observe his progress—from mom’s milk to the feeding trough to your kitchen! See these German Shorthaired Pointer puppies.




Are You Ready for a Dog?


First, it’s important to ask yourself some hard questions. If you have a family that includes a spouse and children, sit down with them and ask them these questions too. Nothing is sadder than a puppy purchased on impulse because “the kids wanted a dog”—a puppy who is then relegated to the backyard when the novelty wears off.


When you start to consider owning a dog, here are some of the important lifestyle questions to ask yourself:


• Do I have time for walks, training, and daily maintenance?


• Am I prepared for the expense of dog ownership, which includes regular veterinary care, such as exams and vaccinations, as well as food, bedding, training, and toys?


• Am I willing to include the dog in my life? Dogs are highly social creatures. They do best when they are actively involved in as much of their human’s life as possible. A dog will not be happy sitting home all day while his people are at work, then getting a brief walk before a long night home alone again because his people like to go out after work.


• Can I make a commitment to the average ten- to twenty-year life span of most dogs?


Pick Your Breed


If you answer yes to all these questions, you next need to determine which breed of dog is best for you. That can be achieved by asking yourself how you hope to include a dog in your life:


• Are you a marathon runner looking for a jogging buddy or are you a couch potato who wants a pal to join you watching TV?


• Do you mind having to vacuum every day?


• Are you interested in getting involved in such sports as agility, field trials, or conformation dog showing?


• Would you prefer a dog who reflects your heritage?


• Do you have young children in the house?


[image: A photo of six English Cocker Spaniel puppies, three balacing on the backs of the other three.]


Breeders seek to produce litters stamped with unmistakable breed type, consistent soundness, and excellent temperaments. Consider the beauty of these English Cocker Spaniels.




These are just a few of the questions that you should ask yourself in narrowing down the right breed for you. Think about every aspect of your life and consider how your dog should fit in.


Choose Your Breeder


Once you settle on a breed, you come to the next and most important step—finding that perfect puppy. When you start your search, the most often-repeated bit of advice you’ll hear is: “Go to a responsible breeder.”


Many people, though, don’t know how to do that, or even what the term really means. You can’t just walk up to a person selling puppies and say, “Are you a responsible breeder?” The answer, of course, will be “YES!”


Before you start looking, you need to understand the real meaning of the words “responsible” or “reputable” breeder and how you can distinguish between that person and someone just out to make a buck, or someone who may be well-meaning but hasn’t the time, energy, or experience to breed quality puppies. It is not simply a matter of putting two nice dogs together and hoping for the best.


What Is a Responsible Breeder?


Dog breeding is both science and art. A breeder must know all about canine genetics and anatomy, nutrition, and psychology, both canine and human. He or she must know how to read a pedigree to choose sires and dams who will produce beautiful puppies, healthy and sound in both body and mind. The breeder must know the history of the breed, what role these dogs have played through the years, and how that role may be changing in the modern world. He or she must have what is known as “an eye for a dog,” an ability to see which dogs in a litter have the physical attributes to be a great example of a breed. The breeder must have a solid background in training and dog behavior, the knowhow to size up a litter and say which puppy has the mental and emotional makeup to someday become a natural show dog, an agility champ, or a great pet.


It’s impossible to pick this up overnight. Decades of dedication and experience, learning what works and doesn’t, go into dog breeding. Some of the breeders you meet may have whelped their first litters before you were born. And, if you are going to a new breeder, that person will likely have a mentor, a more experienced breeder who has shared knowledge with the newcomer.


The best breeders will be intensely involved in the dog world. You will see them at shows and dog-sport events. They are passionate about their breed and its welfare, from the Best in Show ring to rescue. It is not unusual to find some of the top show breeders devoting hours to helping a member of their canine clan who may have fallen on hard times. Some will drive all night to rescue a dog who somehow wound up in a shelter. They love dogs, and they love their breed, sometimes to a point that might seem odd to a newcomer to this world.



Green Light or Red Flag?



So, how can you know whether or not someone offering you a puppy is a responsible breeder? The following is a checklist of green lights, qualities that suggest you are in the hands of someone worthy of that description. We also present red flags that will suggest you should look elsewhere for your new family member.


[image: ] GREEN LIGHT




[image: ] The breeder is affiliated with the AKC®, may be an AKC® Breeder of Merit program participant, and may be connected to the AKC® parent club for the breed.


[image: ] The breeder eagerly opens his or her home to you. By visiting, you’ll get an idea of how the puppy is being raised, and what the mother is like in both looks and temperament.


[image: ] The breeder should be aware of breed-specific genetic tests that may identify inheritable health issues, if any are available.


[image: ] A breeder will ask you to fill out a questionnaire, sometimes several pages long, and may insist on a series of conversations, on the phone and face-to-face.


[image: ] The breeder can show you pedigree information—AKC® registration documents for the sire, dam, and litter. The words “American Kennel Club®” and the AKC® logo should be clearly visible on these documents.





[image: ] RED FLAG




[image: ] A breeder, unaffiliated with any club or organization, who offers no background on the puppy’s parents or grandparents.


[image: ] The breeder does not allow you into his or her home or, worse, wants to meet you in a parking lot or some other public place.


[image: ] A breeder who will not show you any health-screening results, talk about the health issues encountered, or says he or she does not conduct any health or genetic tests because he or she has “never had a problem.”


[image: ] A breeder who is only interested in whether you can afford the asking price.


[image: ] No papers of any kind are offered, there is a charge for registration papers, or the registration papers are from a registry other than the American Kennel Club®. Look carefully at the application because some alternative registries choose names that are very similar to the AKC®, but they are not the real thing.








The Sport of Dogs


The arena grows dark and hushed, spotlights dance, and a deep voice comes over a loudspeaker. “We highly encourage you to cheer on your favorites,” he urges the crowd, but the spectators need little prodding. They are already shouting the names of the group winners, jumping to their feet to cheer and applaud as, one by one, the best dogs in the country breeze onto the floor.


Thousands of eyes are on the seven glittering, perfectly groomed dogs and their handlers moving in a graceful circle around the carpeted floor. It is the moment of truth, the selection of the top dog, Best in Show, at a major event.


When people think of the sport of dogs, this is what often comes to mind, and for good reason. Such events have been a part of the American landscape since before there was a Brooklyn Bridge or electric lights, when the Westminster Kennel Club held its first bench show in 1877. Seven years later, the founding of the American Kennel Club® opened the country’s great age of the dog show.


In the years since, there’s been an explosion of sports for four-footed competitors. Today there is something for everyone. Got a Papillon that flies over the furniture? Try agility. Your retriever hangs on your every word? Try obedience, where being a really good dog is a competitive sport. Got a fuzzy shovel who has turned your garden upside down? Earthdog! A hound who chases anything that moves? Lure coursing! A sheepdog who gathers everyone in the house into one corner? Herding! A Bloodhound who can’t get his nose off the ground? Mantrailing or tracking!


AKC® sports and activities fall into five categories: dog shows (conformation), companion events, performance events, the Family Dog Program, and the Title Recognition Program.


Name your dog’s passion, and there’s an AKC® activity for it. The opportunities for fun and frolic are endless. In the following pages, we’ll introduce you to just a few of the many sports and activities AKC® has to offer. For more details on rules, regulations, and titles, visit the AKC® website, www.akc.org.


[image: A photo of a row of dogs being judged at The AKC National Championship, with the audience behind them.]


The AKC® National Championship has become one the nation’s most prestigious and exciting dog shows, usually attracting the largest entries of the year.




[image: A photo of a junior handler running beside a pointer in the arena at the  National Championship.]


The AKC® National Championship not only offers breed classes for all recognized breeds but also features a junior-handling competition, shown here.




Conformation


The signature event held under AKC® rules is the dog show, also known as a conformation event. Judges evaluate a dog’s conformation, which means how the dog’s physical structure and temperament compare to the breed standard, the blueprint of an ideal representative.


WHO MAY PARTICIPATE?


For conformation shows, a dog must:


• Be individually registered with the American Kennel Club®


• Be six months of age or older


• Be a breed for which classes are offered at the show


• Be unaltered. Spayed or neutered dogs are not eligible to compete in conformation classes because the purpose of a dog show is to evaluate breeding stock. One exception to this rule is in Junior Showmanship, where spayed and neutered dogs can be shown.


Children of All Ages


One thing that strikes first-timers to an AKC® event is the great range in the ages among the human participants. It is not unusual to see teenage handlers competing against people old enough to be their grandparents. Age in the competitive dog world is truly just a number, and among the great joys of being part of it are the friendships that leap across the generation gap. From nine to ninety, pick up a show lead, and you have something in common.


The AKC®’s Junior Showmanship program is designed to help youngsters gain dog show experience in conformation. These classes are open to juniors from nine to eighteen years old and are aimed at helping young dog lovers develop handling skills and learn about good sportsmanship, dogs, and dog shows. There are additional opportunities for youngsters in companion and performance events. These programs offer young people direction if they are considering careers that involve dogs, along with a solid foundation for a lifetime of loving canine companions.



Agility


“Addictive” is the word most participants use to describe this fast-paced sport, which was launched in England in the late 1970s. It was invented as a kind of a half-time entertainment during the annual Crufts dog show, with obstacles based on equestrian competitions. The popularity of the sport soared after its introduction in the United States in the 1980s.


Agility tests a team’s skill at negotiating a complex course composed of jumps, tunnels, and other obstacles. Border Collies, Shetland Sheepdogs, and other herding breeds rule here, but you’ll see all kinds, from squat Bulldogs to majestic Great Danes, as well as mixed breeds, dashing around the courses.


Obedience


This is a chance to show off how well you and your dog work together as a team by performing a series of obedience exercises that are scored by a judge. At the most fundamental level, teams are judged on how well they perform the simple commands that every dog should know—sit, down, heel, and stay. You can start with informal matches, held by local dog clubs, and then progress to formal AKC® competitions. There are several levels, each with more advanced skills and challenging exercises.


Tracking


Dogs are geniuses when it comes to following their noses, which are thousands of times more sensitive than those of humans. A puppy instinctively uses his nose—training your dog to track simply hones his natural ability. And since all dogs have a natural ability to follow a scent, any breed is capable of learning to track. Tracking requires very little equipment. You just need a harness, a 20- to- 40-foot lead, a few flags to mark your track, and an open grassy area free of obstacles, such as roads, ditches, or woods.


AKC Scent Work®



AKC Scent Work® is a sport that mimics the task of working detection dogs—such as drug dogs or explosives dogs—in finding a specific scent and communicating to the handler that the scent has been found. In Scent Work, the dog-handler teams are placed in a search area in which a target odor (such as an essential oil) has been hidden out of sight. Each dog must use nothing but his sense of smell to locate the hide, and the handler must trust when the dog has found it, confidently calling out “alert!” to the judge. Scent-work searches are conducted in a variety of everyday environments; for example, in a scent- work trial, a dog might be asked to find the odor in a collection of luggage, in a classroom, around a baseball dugout, or buried up to 6 inches beneath the ground. All purebred dogs and mixed breeds are eligible to participate in AKC Scent Work®.


[image: Photo]


Obedience trials have been around since the 1930s and continue to be regarded as the proving grounds of dog trainers. See this German Shorthaired Pointer.




[image: A photo of a rertiever climbing out of water carrying a game bird in its mouth.]


Retriever field trials test a retriever’s ability to mark a bird and retrieve it.




Field Trials and Hunting Tests


Sporting-breed field trials are open to registered pointing breeds, retrievers, and spaniels, including those with PAL/ILP numbers. These breeds also are eligible for hunting tests. The sports are designed to show how well a dog can help a hunter find and retrieve game.


In field trials, dogs compete against one another for placements and points toward their championships. In hunting tests, the dog’s ability to perform is judged against a standard of performance established by the regulations. Hunting tests and field trials have different levels of difficulty and require dogs to mark multiple birds and, at higher levels, find unmarked birds (called blind retrieves), following the handler’s instructions.


In pointing-breed field trials and hunting tests, dogs run in pairs around a course on which birds are liberated. The dogs demonstrate their ability to find birds, point staunchly, and retrieve downed birds. Retrievers are tested on their ability to remember (mark) the location of downed birds and return those birds to their handlers. Retriever events also test a dog’s ability to find unmarked birds (called blind retrieves). Spaniels are judged on their natural and trained ability to hunt, flush, and retrieve game on both land and water.


[image: A photo of a weimaraner on a lead with its nose to the floor in a field]


The Weimaraner competes in tracking events.




AKC Rally®



In rally, dog-and-handler teams negotiate a course of exercises following sequentially numbered signs, known as stations. Each team progresses from sign to sign at its own pace, performing exercises that are written in pictographs on the signs.


Unlike obedience, where commands may be given only once and handlers may not verbally encourage their dogs, in rally it is fine to praise the dog throughout your run. Judges score the teams on how accurately they perform the exercises and how well they work together.


Fast CAT®



The Fast CAT® event presents dogs with a straight-line 100-yard dash. The dog’s time is converted to miles per hour (mph), and they earn points based on their mph to earn titles. The best of the best are showcased on the AKC® website, which ranks the top twenty fastest dogs by breed.


Canine Good Citizen®/S.T.A.R. Puppy®



Every dog, mixed or purebred, can earn the Canine Good Citizen® (CGC) title, demonstrating that he has the manners and skills to live in polite society. Since the CGC program began, more than one million dogs have earned the CGC award. The CGC test consists of ten items. Some, like accepting a friendly stranger and walking through a crowd, are simply benchmarks of good manners. Other items test basic skills, such as sit, down, stay, and come when called. Once dogs pass the CGC, they can move on for a more advanced title, AKC® Community Canine (CGCA). Dogs also have an opportunity to earn the AKC® Urban CGCTM (CGCU) title if they can pass a test with challenges unique to a city environment.


The S.T.A.R. Puppy® Program sets a youngster up for success in later activities by providing the basics for a good dog. S.T.A.R. stands for “Socialization, Training, Activity, and a Responsible Owner,” which are the cornerstones for a happy, well-behaved pup.





The Sporting Group


Sporting dogs are naturally active and alert, making them likeable, well-rounded companions. Originally developed to work closely with hunters to locate and retrieve quarry, these dogs excel in various field activities. There are four types of AKC® sporting dogs: pointers, setters, spaniels, and retrievers. Known for their superior instincts in both water and woods, many of these breeds thrive in hunting and other outdoor pursuits.


Many sporting dogs, especially those bred for water retrieval, have well-insulated, water-repellent coats that are resilient to the elements. If you’re considering getting one, keep in mind that most sporting dogs require regular, invigorating exercise to stay happy and healthy.


Some of the most popular sporting breeds are the Labrador Retriever, the Weimaraner, the Irish Setter, and the Golden Retriever. Buddy, the Golden Retriever from the movie Air Bud, is a shining example of the sporting group: lovable, intelligent, and active.


[image: Photo]


A Flat-Coated Retriever; an easy-to-train, responsive dog.







Meet the American Water Spaniel


Recognized by AKC® in 1940


American Water Spaniel Club (americanwaterspanielclub.org), formed in 1985


[image: A photo of an American water spainel standing in a woodland setting.]





Traits


[image: ] Strong-Willed


[image: ] Eager


[image: ] Happy





HISTORY


The American Water Spaniel, developed in the mid-to late 1800s in the Midwest, is one of the few breeds truly “born in the U.S.A.” Bred out of necessity by frontier settlers, the dog was an all-around meat hunter, having no preference for fur or feathers. The hunters of that era were especially fond of the AWS because of his smaller size and unmatched tenacity for retrieving game. The breed is versatile, powerful, and sturdy enough to handle the large marshes and harsh conditions of the upper Midwest, yet small enough to enter and exit skiffs with ease. The precise origin of the AWS is unknown. Most enthusiasts agree that the old English Water Spaniel (now extinct), the Curly-Coated Retriever, and the Irish Water Spaniel are among its ancestors. The AKC® recognized the AWS in 1940 through the efforts of Dr. F. J. Pfeiffer, New London, Wisconsin. In 1986, legislation was passed making the AWS Wisconsin’s official state dog. Being a versatile dog, the AWS does not exactly fit as a flushing spaniel or a retriever. Because of these characteristics, the American Water Spaniel Club (AWSC), the AKC® parent club, in 1986 created its own unique working certificate tests designed to demonstrate both flushing and retrieving abilities. In 2005, the parent club voted to classify the AWS as a flushing spaniel, thus allowing the breed to earn AKC® hunt test titles provided dogs complete additional AWSC retrieving work. In April 2011, after being petitioned by the AWSC, the AKC® allowed the AWS to earn retriever titles, which eliminated the AWSC retrieving requirement. Today, the AWS is one of a handful of breeds allowed by the AKC® to acquire both spaniel and retriever titles. Unlike some other sporting breeds, the AWS does not have show lines and field lines. Many AWS have both conformation and field titles.


FORM AND FUNCTION


The AWS is a lot of dog in a small package! He is expected to flush and retrieve a variety of game in varied terrain and conditions, and yet he is small enough to fit in a skiff or canoe. To that end, a robust dog with well-sprung ribs and muscling to perform in tough cover and cold water is required. A dense coat and extra subcutaneous fat protection sets the AWS apart from other sporting spaniels. The moderately feathered, rocker-shaped tail is used as a rudder to facilitate swimming.


LIVING WITH AN AMERICAN WATER SPANIEL


When meeting a litter of puppies, look for a good bite, a full dense coat, and strong muscle and bone. A puppy should be outgoing and inquisitive; at eight weeks he should already show willingness to seek out and retrieve a toy. Temperament is an important quality to determine the dog he will become. Ideal AWS owners are active people who have had prior experience raising and training dogs. This loyal and affectionate dog can be strong-willed, requiring a strong leader. Because the AWS is intelligent and prone to boredom if unchallenged, obedience training for a new puppy makes for a happy owner and a loyal companion. These dogs are food motivated, so treats are helpful for early training. Moderate brushing and clipping maintain a healthy coat and pleasing appearance and at the same time reduce shedding. Routine cleaning of the ear canals prevents infections and inflammation. Most AWS live a healthy life to the age of ten to thirteen years. As they become elderly, arthritis may result from their active lifestyle, and pain symptoms may not be recognized because of their high tolerance for discomfort. The AWS is a dog with an innate sense of fair play, a great comical nature, incredible hunting instincts, and a strong devotion to his family.
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