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PRAISE FOR Chance Encounters





“Sister Sharon Hunter writes of ‘stone polishers: patient folk who buff away the cragged corners of wayward minds and careless deeds.’ This is the very act of attention and kindness Hunter accomplishes in her tender work. She invites us to see how community completes us, and through her deep connection to Jesus, she gives clarity to pains of the past with forgiveness.”


—Shemaiah Gonzalez, essayist and storyteller


“Plainspoken, honest, candid and clear-eyed, the poems in Sister Sharon Hunter’s Chance Encounters grapple with wounded memories and rejoice in graced moments from a childhood among the last century’s rural poor and a life spent looking for God.”


—Maryann Corbett, author of In Code: Poems and other collections


“With a facility for rhymed verse, honesty born of intense self-scrutiny and a restless, eager heart, Sister Sharon Hunter, CJ, invites readers to share her journey. While the journey is rendered in colorful personal narratives replete with intimate moments of insight, it is ultimately a universal one—the need to see oneself and others clearly, to forgive and, most importantly, to understand Jesus as the center of all strivings.”


—Maryanne Hannan, author of Rocking Like It’s All Intermezzo: Twenty-First-Century Psalm Responsorials





PRAISE FOR To Shatter Glass





“In this new collection of poems, rising as they do out of past turmoil and brokenness, Sister Sharon Hunter’s meditations speak in redemptive ways, inviting us into the old wounds and scars and presenting to God, and to us as readers, fresh understandings of what it takes to heal.”


—Luci Shaw, author, The Generosity and Eye of the Beholder, Writer in Residence, Regent College


“In words of courage, conviction, and terrible beauty, Sister Sharon Hunter dispels the myth of escaping life in the real world for the shelter of the cloister. She confronts the lingering demons of the past—a legacy of family alcoholism, abuse, violence, and depression—holding them up to the light of her daily encounters with the mysterious, often incomprehensible, love of God. By reading these poems, we are privileged to join her on the path to hope and healing.”


—Sister Helen Prejean, author of Dead Man Walking and River of Fire:


“Unabashed is the first word that comes to mind to describe this debut poetry collection. Courageous is the second. With unflinching candor Hunter here lays bare the despair, destruction, and shattering loss she experienced growing up in an alcoholic home. But this recounting is far more than a chronicle of personal loss and pain. Rather it is the beginning of a pilgrimage of hope and restoration to which she bids readers join her, poem by poem, and step by step.”


—Margaret B. Ingraham, author of Exploring This Terrain


“Sister Sharon Hunter never forces us to swallow the ‘wool pulled so far over our own eyes it’s in our mouths,’ yet she enables us to see the pain and hear the shattered glass that is our collective experience of loss. Her words respect this truth, but also give grace and hope to our individual hearts as we make pilgrimage together. Her courage expressed toward triumph through tears inspires us to keep going, believing in the goodness of God.”


—Margaret Philbrick, Redbud Writers Guild, Contributing Editor of Everbloom: Stories of Living Deeply Rooted and Transformed Lives
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