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Formed in the late 1990s, WHITE STAR MEMORIES has become one of the world’s leading Titanic and White Star Line exhibition companies, with a privately owned collection comprising well over 1,000 artefacts, including the rare and unique. Specialising in the opulence and splendour of Titanic and her sister ships, its exhibitions have been appreciated by millions across the world. Indeed, as the Titanic phenomenon continues to grow, so does its incredible collection.


BRUCE BEVERIDGE is one of the foremost visual and technical historians of the Olympic-class ships. His highly sought-after General Arrangement plan of Titanic, released in 2003, is one of the most detailed and accurate plans released to date and has subsequently been used by dive teams investigating the wreck. He has advised on Titanic’s specifications for news media, publishers, scale-model manufacturers, archivists, exhibitors and television production companies across the world. He frequently gives talks and presentations globally and also makes regular appearances in Titanic documentaries.


STEVE HALL is a historian, author, novelist and renowned Titanic researcher. He is one of the world’s foremost authorities on her photographic record, having collected, studied and researched the ship for over three decades, and is a recognised authority on the technical aspects of the Olympic-class ships. He is a consultant for media centres, auction houses and museums around the world and is regularly invited to conduct talks with history students. He is a foundation member of the Titanic and Steamship Historical Society of Australia.


Together Beveridge and Hall have over sixty years of experience in researching Titanic and are her most prolific co-author team. They were founding trustees of the Titanic Research & Modeling Association, once the most-valued resource on her engineering, construction and operation. Their writing partnership has produced such books as Titanic in Photographs and the epic two-volume set Titanic: The Ship Magnificent, and they have also contributed to numerous documentaries, such as Rebuilding Titanic, Titanic The Mission and Save The Titanic.
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Foreword by Cathy
Akers-Jordan


Titanic has been resting in her Atlantic grave for 110 years now, her bow standing upright as if still sailing, her stern an almost unidentifiable mess half a mile away. Bacteria are eating the iron, speeding the demise of the wreck. Already more decks are collapsing, and identifiable structures are losing their shapes.


While the fifty photographs collected in this book relate to Titanic, they are not from the actual wreck. They include unused items made for Titanic, some items that were carried off Titanic by passengers and some are similar items from her sister Olympic. They all have one thing in common: when gathered together, they represent the story of Titanic from the first imagining of the three Olympic-class sister ships to Titanic’s demise, researched and told by world-renowned Titanic experts Bruce Beveridge and Steve Hall. Both have published many books on Titanic, and I had the honour of working with them as part of the team who wrote Report into the Loss of the SS Titanic: A Centennial Reappraisal by Sam Halpern et al. (The History Press, 2012).


Bruce Beveridge is probably best known for the two-volume Titanic: The Ship Magnificent, written with Scott Andrews, Steve Hall, Daniel Klistorner and Art Braunschweiger. These books cover everything about Titanic, from her construction to her interior fittings, right down to the furniture placement on the deck plans. Beveridge also produced the extremely detailed deck plans in 36in x 54in poster form. For those seriously interested in Titanic’s technical specifications, these sources are invaluable.


Steve Hall has written many books about Titanic, but his favourite is Titanic in Photographs, written with Daniel Klistorner, Bruce Beveridge, Art Braunschweiger and Scott Andrews. Like Titanic: The Ship Magnificent, the collection of photos follows the life of Titanic from her birth in the shipyards of Harland & Wolff in Belfast, Ireland, to the aftermath of the disaster.


Titanic in 50 Objects is a fitting companion for the authors’ previous works. Photos convey as much information, if not more, than written words. Photos are not abstract ideas but images of things we recognise and can relate to. For serious scholars, sometimes photos are the closest we can get to the actual event being studied. In other words, photos may be our only primary source.


Why study photos of everyday items instead of the latest forensic evidence? A few years ago, I was lucky enough to volunteer at a Titanic artefact exhibit. I spent my Saturdays strolling the exhibit and answering visitors’ questions. The more time I spent with the artefacts (the cherub from the Grand Staircase, jewellery, money from almost every country in the world that survived in the purser’s leather bag, personal toiletry items, clothing, china, crystal, dining utensils, bottles still containing olives or wine and pieces of Titanic herself, some twisted beyond recognition), the closer I felt to Titanic and her passengers.


Seeing these everyday items made the events even more real to me than James Cameron’s film Titanic, where I first saw what she looked like in colour instead of black and white. These were real things used by real people; ordinary people, like you and me, and the extraordinarily rich and poor travelling in First and Third Class. Suddenly, those names became real people to me, so much so that I choked up when a visitor asked me about the band who played to the end.


Eventually, Titanic will decay to the point that she’ll no longer be recognisable. All we’ll have left of her will be pictures of her short life and her slow decay at the bottom of the ocean. Each picture is just one small part of Titanic’s story, a story to preserve while we can and to remember long afterwards.


Cathy Akers-Jordan, 2022




Author’s Introduction


It has been 110 years since the Titanic collided with an iceberg in the North Atlantic and sank, taking with her some 1,500 lives. Since then, Titanic’s tragedy has been investigated to the nth degree; the story told over and over again, from documentaries to books and even in animated caricature. Titanic enthusiasts and historians, old and young alike, have at least one shelf dedicated to books on Titanic – and yet here is one more.


Steve and I had discussed a photo book even before Titanic: The Ship Magnificent was published in 2008. Finally, that idea took the form of Titanic in Photographs, with the primary author being Daniel Klistorner, and it was published in 2011. The rest of the writing team of Beveridge, Hall, Andrews and Braunschweiger worked with Daniel on this wonderful book, but afterwards, daily life had to take precedence over writing for all of us.


In 2014, Steve and I started putting together concepts for a book similar to Titanic in Photographs, but in this instance, with images of artefacts rather than archival photos. One challenge that we faced was finding artefacts from one collection. Since the 1997 release of James Cameron’s film Titanic, the artefacts pertaining to Titanic, Olympic and the White Star Line have been generally scattered around the globe by way of auction and other forms of sale. Even to this day, the pertinent artefacts continue to scatter among the enthusiast community. I thank God for the sale at Jarrow of the fittings of the Olympic conducted by the auctioneers Knight, Frank & Rutley in 1935. If it weren’t for them, and the buying of the ‘Old Reliable’s’ fittings, I would have nothing to work from (nor would anyone else, for that matter).


The second challenge in the way of gathering artefact photos is the controversy over those items raised from the wreck site. This issue, compared by some to ‘grave robbing’, has drawn a rift between Titanic enthusiasts that is as severe as the legendary ‘Hatfield’s and McCoy’s’. Steve and I preferred to stay neutral and err on the safe side by choosing a collection that is not from the wreck site.
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RMS Olympic arriving in New York Harbor, passing the Statue of Liberty. Just as her younger sister Titanic had a decade before, Olympic’s complement of immigrants had dreams of starting a new life in America. (Author’s collection)


Lastly, whose collection do we gather images from? We have many friends who collect Titanic, Olympic, Britannic and White Star Line artefacts and memorabilia. I had approached a museum in the United States back in 2015 about using their items. I found that working with the museum’s collection would be far too complex logistically, since they did not own some of the pieces I needed, but leased them from individual entities.


At the beginning of 2017, I was contracted to do consultation work on a new project that was very big in scope and expense. Steve was tapped once again to be my writing partner for a book to be written pertaining to the construction of the ‘Unsinkable Titanic’, the main attraction being built within the new Romandisea Resort located in Suning, China. Our book on artefact images was once again put on hold indefinitely, as this new project took precedence.


The research work needed to consult on the construction of the ‘Unsinkable Titanic’ brought me to England, along with my assistants, including Brian Thompson who later photographed the lifeboat for the cover of this book. My research team arrived in Southampton for the British Titanic Society Convention in April 2017.


It is here that I was greeted by old friends, whom I had not seen in some twenty years, and had the chance to finally meet David Scott-Beddard and John White for the first time in person. I had known the two of them for a number of years but had not met them face to face until that time. Their kindness was over-whelming; they are truly beautiful people and good friends.


John and David, along with fellow British Titanic Society officer Bob Angel, chaperoned my team throughout our needed history collecting tour of England, from the Maritime Museum in Liverpool, Kempton Steam Engine Museum in London and across Hadrian’s Wall to the north. We continued on to the White Swan Hotel in Alnwick, England, where we researched and photographed Olympic’s First Class Lounge panelling in great detail. My European tour ended at White Star Memories’ warehouse, where further analysis of David and John’s collection took place.


In late summer 2017, I attended the grand opening of the White Star Memories exhibit ‘Titanic in Photographs’, held on the Queen Mary in southern California. This was done in support of my friends David and John, as well as for research purposes, getting a deep behind-the-bulkheads tour of the 1930s-era ocean liner. The exhibit, with one of the last surviving White Star Line lifeboat as centre attraction, was a complete success. I will forever cherish the time I spent with David, John, Heidi and their exhibition crew, along with my team of Brian Thompson and Bill Young.


In 2018, the ‘Unsinkable Titanic’ attraction began to founder due to financing issues in Asia. The only event that year for which I am grateful is my marriage to Michele Murray – my best friend.


In 2020, Covid-19 halted everything – except the Beveridge and Hall artefact book that we had first discussed so many years before …


The call out for artefact photos went to David and John. White Star Memories holds a large number of relevant artefacts that were not raised from the wreck, and all in one place. (The exception being a large piece of coal that was retrieved from the debris field.)


Most of White Star Memories’ collection is from Olympic. As any Titanic historian knows, the two ships were nearly identical and there are very few Titanic-specific pieces in existence. It is necessary to tell the story of Titanic with the help of Olympic. And as I have had to state a few times – the book is called Titanic in 50 Objects, not Titanic in 50 Titanic Objects!


While writing this book, and doing research on the passengers, I thought about those who are gone now – my fellow researchers, Roy Mengot and Larry Jibson. Now also Jack Eaton. Rest in Peace, my friends.


Bruce Beveridge


September 2022
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White Star Line Advertising Brochure for Olympic and Titanic
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The White Star Line flag was originally the colours of a small line known primarily for its wooden sailing vessels. Thomas Henry Ismay bought the White Star Line and formed the Oceanic Steam Navigation Company on 6 September 1869, after a suggestion by, and support from, wealthy Liverpool businessman Gustavus C. Schwabe. The only condition to acquire Schwabe’s financial support was that the managers of the new White Star Line must purchase all of their ships from Harland & Wolff, a shipbuilding firm of Belfast, Ireland, of which Schwabe’s nephew, Gustav Wolff, was a junior partner.
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Thomas Ismay. (Author’s collection)


Ismay had some knowledge of iron ships and the Atlantic traffic because he was once the director of the National Line. He recognised the advantages of a high class of steamships. He was joined in 1870 by William Imrie, a good friend of his (they had apprenticed together), and together they created the management firm of Ismay, Imrie & Co.


An order was immediately placed with Harland & Wolff to begin the construction of a new fleet of ships. In August 1870, the first vessel launched at the Queen’s Island yard was the first Oceanic. She arrived in the Mersey in February 1871. The ship was 420ft long, 41ft broad, and 31ft deep, with a tonnage of 3,707. Oceanic embodied a number of improvements seen for the first time in the Atlantic trade. A four-cylinder compound engine propelled her, giving a speed of about 14 knots, with a coal consumption of 65 tons per day.
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White Star Line’s RMS Oceanic, 1899. (Author’s collection)


Following the first Oceanic came a long list of notable liners. The first, Britannic (I), was built in 1874, and Germanic followed in 1875. These vessels had an increased speed over Oceanic (I) and were capable of obtaining over 16 knots. This fact greatly reduced the time of transatlantic passage to less than seven and a half days.


In August 1896, Germanic accomplished the journey in six days and twenty-one hours. This was the last attempt for speed the White Star Line made until 1889, when Teutonic and Majestic (I) were put into service.


J. Bruce Ismay, the eldest son of Thomas Ismay, was born in 1862. On 13 September 1880, he entered the firm of Ismay, Imrie & Co. to serve his apprenticeship. On 21 January 1886, he sailed aboard Celtic (I) from Liverpool to take up his new appointment as an agent for the White Star Line in New York.


It was in New York that Bruce met Harold Arthur Sanderson, who was employed by Wilson & Company. Theirs was a friendship that would last for many years. Ismay took leave to travel back to Liverpool with his wife and six-month-old daughter at the request of his father, who, on 1 January 1891, admitted Bruce as a partner.


In 1899 the second Oceanic was completed. This ship exceeded the dimensions of any liner to this date and was the first to exceed the length of Great Eastern, which was the largest ship in the world up until that time.
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J. Bruce Ismay. (Author’s collection)


The greatness of the new Oceanic also symbolised the end of an era. Thomas Ismay was diagnosed with gallstones and became so ill that he could not attend the sea trials of Oceanic on 25 August 1899. Bruce was dispatched to attend the event on his own. However, the elder Ismay insisted on being taken aboard the tender Magnetic so that he could meet Oceanic as she arrived at the Mersey.


On 23 November 1899, Thomas Ismay passed away in his home, with his wife, Margaret, at his side. At the age of 37, Bruce Ismay had now achieved his ambition of succeeding his father as chairman of the White Star Line.


White Star returned to the slower but larger vessels with the completion of the second Celtic of 1903, the first of the ‘Big Four’, which also included Cedric, Baltic and Adriatic. However, Ismay decided to take a new approach to the Atlantic trade. He determined that it would be best for the White Star Line to concentrate on size and luxury, but with enough speed to transport passengers across the Atlantic in a competitive amount of time; competing for the coveted Blue Riband was left to other ship companies. The faster ships consumed great quantities of coal for a small amount of extra speed with added engine vibration.


International Mercantile Marine


The American financier J. Pierpont Morgan formed International Mercantile Marine (IMM) on 1 October 1902. Morgan had control of the railroads carrying goods in the United States, but not the shipping that brought over imported goods. Morgan wanted to control both. Being an American citizen, Morgan could not own British ships, but he could own a company which then owned British ships.


IMM was bankrolled by Morgan and J.P. Morgan & Co., but it was directed by shipping magnates Clement Griscom, of the American Line and Red Star Line; Bernard N. Baker, of the Atlantic Transport Line; J. Bruce Ismay, of the White Star Line; and John Ellerman, of the Leyland Line.
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J. Piermont Morgan. (Author’s collection)
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RMS Mauretania was built by Swan Hunter for the Cunard Line. Launched on 20 September 1906, she was the world’s largest ship until the launch of RMS Olympic in 1910. (Author’s collection)


The Dominion Line fell under the control of IMM, which also had profit-sharing relationships with the German Hamburg-America and the North German Lloyd lines. IMM was a holding company that controlled the various shipping lines listed above as subsidiary corporations, but it was also a trust. Eight of the thirteen directors of IMM were American, and the remaining five were British.


With the agreement to join IMM, Bruce Ismay would remain as the Managing Director of the White Star Line. Its ships retained their British registries and were manned by British crews.


As a result of the formation of IMM, the British Government arranged to loan the Cunard line, White Star’s top competitor, the necessary capital for the building of two new fast steamers, as well as a yearly subsidy of £150,000 for twenty years. In exchange, these vessels would be available as Royal Naval auxiliaries in time of war. In 1905, Cunard contracted with John Brown & Co. Ltd, of Clydebank, and Swan, Hunter & Wigham Richardson Ltd, of Wallsend on Tyne, to build their two new express steamers, Lusitania and Mauretania.
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Cunard’s RMS Lusitania launched on 7 June 1906. Although significantly faster than the Olympic class would be, the speed and port turnaround times of Cunard’s vessels were not sufficient to allow the line to run a weekly two-ship transatlantic service from each side of the ocean. (Author’s collection)


The design requirements imposed were such as to ensure they surpassed anything the world had ever seen in terms of size and speed. The two ships were about 790ft long and approximately 32,000 gross registered tons each. Both ships were launched in 1906 and began commercial service in 1907.
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Harland & Wolff Builder’s Plate
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Posted in pertinent locations around the decks of every ship constructed by Harland & Wolff were builder’s plates. In most cases, these would be seen on a bulkhead in the Engine Room and at a prominent position on the Weather Deck. In the case of Titanic, a plate was located in the Reciprocating Engine Room and on the centreline of the exterior athwartship plating of B Deck forward. The pictured example is a later version of the style used in 1910.


By the beginning of the twentieth century, several British firms had become world leaders in shipbuilding. Swan, Hunter & Wigham Richardson Ltd of Wallsend on Tyne, for example, was the builder of Mauretania and a significant number of other ships of the Cunard fleet. Another of Cunard’s preferred builders, John Brown & Co., of Clydebank, built Lusitania.
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(Left to right) Gustav Wolff, W.H. Wilson, William J. Pirrie and Edward Harland. (Author’s collection)


Harland & Wolff, of Belfast, enjoyed a particularly close association with the White Star Line, being the exclusive builder for ships launched under the White Star name. Titanic’s launch in 1911 gave Harland & Wolff the distinction of having produced a greater aggregate tonnage in one year than any other shipyard in the world. But what made Harland & Wolff stand apart from most yards was the fact that it was equipped to completely design, build and launch a ship – hull, machinery, interiors, furnishings – all at its own works. Thus, when White Star decided to build the Olympic-class ships, it had full confidence that Harland & Wolff could deliver.


Harland & Wolff was started by Edward J. Harland in 1859, when he acquired the shipyard of his former employer, Robert Hickson & Co. He was joined by Gustav W. Wolff in 1861, and in January of 1862, the company’s name was officially changed to Harland & Wolff to reflect the new partnership. In 1874, three others were taken into the partnership – William J. Pirrie, Walter H. Wilson and Alexander B. Wilson.


Alexander Wilson retired shortly after joining the firm, Sir Edward Harland died in 1895 and Gustav Wolff retired from the firm in 1903, after selling his shares in the partnership to Pirrie. With the death of Walter Wilson in 1904, William J. Pirrie – known as Lord Pirrie after being elevated to the peerage in 1906 – remained as the chairman and sole principal in the business.


Under Lord Pirrie, there were six managing directors, each being responsible for the day-to-day operations of one particular department. These directors were the Right Honourable Alexander M. Carlisle, Chairman of the Managing Directors and Chief Naval Architect; W.J. Pratten, Consulting Engineer (Pratten had only just retired as Manager of the Engine Works); John W. Kempster, Manager of the Electrical Department; Thomas Andrews, Head of the Design Department; George Cuming, Engine Works Manager and Robert Crighton, Manager of the Harland & Wolff works at Southampton. Naval Architect Edward Wilding, who was responsible for all critical design calculations, reported directly to Thomas Andrews.
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White Star Line Advertising Brochure
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The White Star Line issued brochures with the anticipated sailing schedules of their two new super-sized ocean liners before they were completed. This was to get public interest spurred in preparation for the commercial service of Olympic and Titanic.


Three new ships were conceived by Bruce Ismay and Lord Pirrie prior to April 1907. These were the sisters Olympic, Titanic and, later, Britannic. Once all three Olympic-class liners were in service, they could easily maintain a weekly service out of New York and Southampton. The Mauretania and Lusitania were not quick enough to operate a two-ship weekly return service from New York, so the additional 4 or 5 knots of speed that the Cunard ships had over White Star was to prove to no great advantage. Although many passengers enjoyed travelling on the fastest ships, the White Star Line had an unassailable position in size, luxury and safety over their Cunard competitors.


Olympic and Titanic were to be part of a fleet of thirteen ships employed in the transport of passengers and cargo between Great Britain and the United States. This included mail, which gave them the designation of RMS – ‘Royal Mail Steamer’. The usual ports of call for the service would be Southampton, Cherbourg, Plymouth, Queenstown and New York.


The White Star Line was already operating a weekly transatlantic service between Southampton and New York, with the 21-knot Oceanic, 17-knot Adriatic and the two 20-knot liners Teutonic and Majestic. It was planned that when Olympic entered service she would replace Adriatic and Titanic would replace Majestic. Oceanic would operate with Olympic and Titanic until Britannic was in service. When Britannic took over the transatlantic route, Oceanic would then be transferred to other service, but would be placed back in transatlantic service when an overhaul of any of the Olympic-class liners required temporary removal.


Britannic was not added to the fleet until the summer of 1914. When completed, the three ships registered in at approximately 45,500 gross tons each (Britannic would later register at about 50,000 tons) and measured 882ft 9in long and 92ft 6in wide at the maximum breadth of the ship. As a comparison to later ships, the German-registered Imperator (1913) was 909ft long and Queen Mary (1936) was just over 1,000ft.


White Star’s plan was to eclipse the Cunard Line’s Mauretania and Lusitania in both luxury and size, but to design and build a trio of ships of such unprecedented scale was no small task. Coincidently, Harland & Wolff had in place both the technical expertise and the shipbuilding facilities to handle just such a project. By 1910, Harland & Wolff Ltd was a full-service company employing some 14,000 men, including both subcontractors and ‘on-site’ personnel. Approximately 6,000 of those would be involved with the building of Olympic and Titanic, with approximately 1,000 working on the nightshift.
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