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In "The History of Magic," Éliphas Lévi presents a comprehensive exploration of magic's evolution, intertwining philosophy, mysticism, and the occult. The book delves into historical practices, figures, and doctrines that shaped magical thought, ranging from ancient civilizations to modern esotericism. Lévi's literary style is marked by an eloquent synthesis of scholarly rigor and poetic prose, making complex ideas accessible to a wider audience. His contextualization of magic within cultural and spiritual frameworks reflects the 19th-century fascination with the metaphysical, highlighting the interplay between science, religion, and human consciousness. Éliphas Lévi, a significant figure in the revival of esoteric traditions, was deeply influenced by the socio-political milieu of his time, particularly the tension between rationalism and mysticism. His own experiences with magic and his interactions with prominent occultists inform the depth of insight in this work, illustrating his conviction that magic represents the hidden forces of nature and the human spirit. Lévi's philosophical background and profound curiosity propel his narrative, revealing his genuine quest to elucidate the mysteries of existence. For readers passionate about the intersections of history, mysticism, and philosophy, "The History of Magic" offers a captivating journey into the arcane. This book is essential not only for scholars of esotericism but also for anyone intrigued by the profound questions surrounding the human experience, inviting them to contemplate the magical dimensions of reality.
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In "Spiritual Adventures," Arthur Symons embarks on an introspective journey that delves deeply into the realms of mysticism, spirituality, and the human psyche. Written in a lyrical and evocative prose style, the book intricately weaves personal narratives with philosophical reflections, drawing from a diverse literary context that includes Romanticism and early Modernism. Symons explores themes of transcendence, the nature of belief, and the quest for meaning in an increasingly fragmented world, offering readers a nuanced perspective on the spiritual dilemmas of his time. Arthur Symons, a prominent figure in the Symbolist movement and a key critic of the fin de siècle, was significantly influenced by his interests in art, literature, and the esoteric traditions of various cultures. His extensive travels through Europe and engagement with eminent avant-garde figures cultivated a rich tapestry of ideas that informed his writing. "Spiritual Adventures" serves as a culmination of these experiences, reflecting Symons' profound engagement with contemporary spiritual thought and his personal quest for enlightenment. This book is highly recommended for those who seek a deeper understanding of the interplay between art and spirituality. Readers interested in the intersection of mysticism and literary expression will find Symons' insights both provocative and illuminating, making this work an essential addition to the study of modern spiritual literature.
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In "An Introduction to Astrology," William Lilly presents a comprehensive exploration of astrological principles, techniques, and their applications. Written in the 17th century, this seminal work reflects the rich astrological discourse of its time, characterized by a didactic and accessible style that seeks to demystify the complexities of celestial influences. Lilly adeptly navigates topics such as natal charts, transits, and the significances of planetary alignments, underlining the interconnections between the cosmos and individual fate while integrating both practical guidance and theoretical insights into the practice of astrology. William Lilly, an esteemed English astrologer and practitioner, emerged as a prominent figure during a transformative period in astrology's history. His deep engagement with the metaphysical and the scholarly disciplines of his era, enhanced by his experiences during turbulent political and societal shifts, likely informed his commitment to elucidating astrology's relevance and applicability. Lilly's blend of personal conviction and empirical observation underscores the authenticity and authority of his insights, positioning him as a bridge between medieval astrological traditions and the early modern world. Readers interested in both astrology and historical literary scholarship will find "An Introduction to Astrology" to be an invaluable resource. As a foundational text, it serves not only as an entry point into astrological practice but also as a window into the intellectual landscape of 17th-century England. Lilly's eloquent prose and comprehensive approach invite both novices and seasoned practitioners to deepen their understanding of this timeless craft.
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Oahspe, authored by John Ballou Newbrough, is a groundbreaking work of spiritual and philosophical exploration that transcends conventional religious texts. Written in a unique style reminiscent of biblical prose, the book presents a cosmology that intertwines science, spirituality, and the mystical. Newbrough claims to have channeled the text through psychic revelations, resulting in a rich tapestry of narratives that convey the journey of souls and their divine purpose in the universe. Set against the backdrop of the late 19th century, a time ripe for spiritualism and theosophy, Oahspe engages with contemporary questions of existence and morality, offering readers a synthesis of ancient wisdom and modern thought. John Ballou Newbrough (1820-1891) was an American writer, inventor, and spiritualist whose life experiences profoundly influenced his work. His engagement with the spiritualist movement, along with his background in various philosophical schools, culminated in his desire to present an alternative religious vision that addressed the complexities of human existence. Newbrough's experiences with meditation, psychic phenomena, and his vision of a united humanity reflect his commitment to fostering deeper understanding and spiritual growth. Oahspe is an essential read for anyone interested in the intersections of spirituality, philosophy, and literature. Its unique approach invites readers to reflect on their own beliefs and challenges them to explore broader existential themes. Whether you are a seeker of truth or a lover of philosophical inquiry, Newbrough's work provides a profound and enlightening journey.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


The Teacher



Benner, Joseph

8596547009467

23

Buy now and read (Advertising)

In "The Teacher," Joseph Benner weaves a profound exploration of self-realization and spiritual awakening through a dialogue-driven narrative. The book is imbued with an introspective style that reflects the philosophical undercurrents of early 20th-century metaphysical literature. Benner, a proponent of the New Thought movement, employs captivating allegory and metaphysical principles, inviting readers to engage with concepts of inner wisdom and the divine self. The work serves as both a guide and a philosophical treatise, challenging readers to transcend conventional beliefs and embrace a deeper understanding of existence. Joseph Benner's extensive involvement in metaphysical thought and spiritual teaching profoundly influenced his writing. Born in the late 19th century, Benner's personal experiences with spiritual awakening and his dedication to exploring the mysteries of consciousness led him to articulate complex ideas in a relatable manner. His background as a businessman and family man provided him with a unique perspective on the interplay between daily life and spiritual growth, allowing him to bridge the gap between the ordinary and the profound. "The Teacher" is a compelling read for anyone seeking enlightenment or grappling with their spiritual path. It offers valuable insights into the nature of self and the Universe, making it an essential text for those interested in spiritual philosophy and mindfulness. This book not only encourages self-discovery but also equips readers with transformative tools for personal and spiritual development.
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  The subject of Talismans and Gems of the Zodiac covers a wide area, and the difficulty of arriving at a definite conclusion is increase became of the varying opinions between writers on these subjects as to the stones referred to, or intended by the Ancients, complicated still further by the different languages from which these records have been translated, and where Month or Zodiacal gems are referred to many of the writers arc obviously unacquainted with Astrology or Astronomy.




  The present volume, being the result of many years of study and research, it is not easy in all cases to specify the original source of our information, which has been collected, not only from ancient and modern writings, but also from personal experience and experiments, noted at the time they occurred, long before this book was contemplated. Again, we find that many, and more especially modern authors, quote from one another in places, and the original source of the information is obscure; we have, therefore, endeavoured to give as far as possible our authorities, although, owing to the antiquity of the subject, much is necessarily left to deduction and conjecture; and it than probable dace, may be unintentional omissions, to remedy which we give a list of books that we have at different times consulted and studied with advantage.




  We have endeavoured throughout to make the subjects dealt with interesting as possible, believing that the symbols expressing the faiths of bygone days term the basis of occult forces, a proper understanding of which is becoming more and more recognised by scientists as necessary in the interests of progress at the present day.




  It will be noticed that many of the gems have similar qualities attributed to them which, according to the ancient authorities, were specifically arranged for the benefit of those types whose planetary aspects brought them into harmony with the particular stone specified.




  With regard to characteristics dealt with in the hind part of the book, this must be regarded as general, and liable to variation according to the remaining Planetary influences, which would be indicated in a horoscope. With this proviso, the information given will be found reliable and very helpful in giving a knowledge of our n dispositions and those of our friends and associates and should pave the way to a sympathy and understanding impossible without this knowledge. It will also afford a simple and easy means of at least proving there is something in Astrology, and if interest is aroused the fullest information may be obtained by a study of the books mentioned, dealing with the subject.




  We have greatly benefited from the assistance given as by Mrs. G. M. Walker in lending us scarce and valuable books for reference, and by G. H. Greenop, Esq., kindly translating many old Greek and Latin writings; we should also like to acknowledge our obligations to the Directors of the British Museum for the facilities given in obtaining information, and their permission to make drawings from the actual Talismans in their collections.




  WM. THOS. PAVITT


17, HANOVER SQUARE. LONDON W.


                 3rd August, 1914.
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  Introduction.—The Psychic and Magnetic Influence of Talismans and Gems.




  From remotest times, back even to the birth of humanity, Precious Stones and Talismans have been held in high estimation by all nations; the former, primarily because of their beauty, and the latter on account of their virtues, as transmitters of good luck and to avert misfortune. The association of Gems with power, civil and religious, has ever been noticeable; and to the fascination of antiquity may be added the allurement of mystery. Moreover, of the many and varied signs of wealth and luxury, jewels have played a most important part in the lives of the great, not only on account of their beauty but because they contained in a small compass the equivalent to a large sum of money and in times of danger could easily be concealed and carried from place to place.




  As tokens or symbols they conveyed joy and confidence to their owners, and were thought to give warning of coming events, inspiring courage and faith in the fearful, and the romances and tragedies in which they have played a part, together with their marked influence on the lives of individuals and nations, intensifies our interest in them so that it is little wonder that faith in the mysterious properties ascribed to them should have survived the growth of ages and still find so many believers in all countries. The philosophers of thousands of years ago, understanding their suitability as a medium for the transmission of astral forces and vibrations, invested them with much importance, attributing to them spiritual as well as material powers, special characteristics and medicinal and curative qualities.




  In all probability gems had their origin in the very remote period of the Earth's history when it was still in a molten state subject to deluge and fire, before its solidification made it possible for vegetation to appear, and the translucent lustre of certain gems is due to the action of the floods which preceded the fiery volcanic period. The colouring which forms their greatest fascination is due to various metallic oxides in combination with oxygen which in varying quantities gives red, blue, yellow, or green colourings, as shown by the Ruby, Sapphire, Emerald, Topaz, and Amethyst.




  It is most difficult to determine with any certainty in what country Precious Stones were first worn as ornaments, but the consensus of opinion seems to point to India, as far as recognised history is concerned, as their birthplace, for every rare and beautiful production of Nature, Gems and Pearls are associated with the East.




  The earliest records of humanity do not, however, stop with known histories, for traces of man's love for gems are found in the discoveries of travellers and the traditions of South America, evidence proving an inheritance from past civilisations of great antiquity. There is an innate attraction to the marvellous in mankind, the imagination leading us to endow the rare and precious with peculiar qualities, particularly when the source of its beauty and rarity is not readily perceptible. It is akin to the extraordinary magnetic influence which one person may exercise over another without any tangible evidence of super-physical powers, or the mysterious attraction which the Magnet exercises over Iron, and establishes the inference that other minerals may be similarly endowed with properties at present unrecognised by our ordinary physical senses.




  Modern research confirms the old teaching that the Universe was created from the four elements, Fire, Air, Water, Earth, in the order given, each growing as it were from its predecessor and all animated in turn by the Word breathed upon them at the Creation; this force, or energy, permeates all existing things from man, who is the highest of apparent physical manifestations down through the animal and vegetable kingdoms to the mineral, in which this energy, by reason of its very slow atomic changes, is least obvious. This Force manifests in the form of vibrations moving in waves through every composite part of the physical world, and, according to the condition of its medium, helping and giving power when in harmony, and thwarting or nullifying action when under unfavourable conditions. To this Force, or Etheric influence, is due the law of Evolution, or progress, which operates in every department of the Universe, not being confined to any one kingdom, but harmonising each with the other, being naturally most powerful in man whose evolution is the highest, and forms the medium through which man can act on the lower kingdoms and receive desired vibrations from them. We may thus interpret Plato's statement "that gems owe their origins to the stars" as an etheric influence acting on the auriferous matter which forms their composition.




  Evidence of undoubted authenticity of wonderful occult powers and experiences has within recent years become readily accessible to all. Psychometry may be said to be established as a fact; and that this power is not confined to human affairs but permeates also the lower kingdoms is aptly illustrated by a personal experience which occurred during the summer of 1912. Mr. J. Wedgewood of the Theosophical Society, who is much interested in sensing colours from the touch of Precious Stones, and with whom I have frequently experimented in this direction, called one day at my office with a lady friend, Mrs. Russak, also of the Theosophical Society, and a well-known occultist. In the course of conversation Mr. Wedgewood said, "If you want to know anything about any of your stones, this lady can tell you," and, being desirous of getting a real test, I selected two new stones that I knew had never been used, as will be seen by what follows:—I handed one to Mrs. Russak which she held in the palm of her hand for a moment or so, and then gave me what was, as far as I could judge, a description of the processes of its formation; then, holding it out to me, went on to say, "I am sorry I cannot give you any events connected with this stone, but within the last month you have changed its centre of gravity." The stone was a Jargoon that I had only just received back from the lapidary with whom I had left it in the rough to be cut; it was a very decided oval in shape whilst in its rough state, and the lapidary had advised me to have practically half of it cut away, leaving the stone quite circular and only about half its original size, although much more valuable and finer in colour than it would have been had it been cut as an oval twice the size.




  The second stone was a piece of Lapis Lazuli, and after holding this for a while the Seer said, "I only get warm friendly vibrations from this stone, and as far as I can tell it has had no history as a finished stone; but it must have come into your possession under very kindly conditions." The stone in question had been cut from a large piece of Lapis Lazuli given to me in its natural rough uncut form by a client, in recognition of quite a slight service I had rendered her, but which had played a rather important part in her life.




  This ability to gauge and come into touch with the soul of things is unfortunately at present only confined to the few, although innate in every human being, and must be regarded as a latent sense which will be common to coming generations, opening up realms hitherto undreamt of and making a decided forward step in human evolution.




  Confusion and doubt have arisen as to the exact stones mentioned by the early writers, owing to their elastic methods of describing all red stones as Rubies, all green stones as Emeralds, and all blue stones as Sapphires; this confusion has not been lessened by reason of the complexity of the many languages of the East, to say nothing of the artistic liberties taken by modern poets and authors, (who, probably unaware of the necessity for astronomical or astrological knowledge as a basis for the Zodiacal placing of the stones,) have taken our calendar as it stands for the Month stones with such embellishments as their fancy dictated.




  The Precious Stones ascribed to the twelve months of the year were those worn in the breastplate of the High Priest, and it was believed that the Divine revelations obtained by the shining or dullness of the stones in the Urim and Thummim, due to some virtue inherent in them, were indicative as to whether the atonement had been accepted or not. These twelve stones, engraved with twelve anagrams of the name of God, had a mystic power over the Zodiac, harmonising the twelve Angels and good Spirits who had affinity with the twelve tribes of Israel.




  The origin of Talismans and Amulets is lost in the obscurity of the ages, but as far back as we can trace human records they are to be found; the terms Talisman and Amulet have become from indiscriminate use to be considered synonymous, but in his notes to the Archæological Journal, the Rev. C. W. King says:—




  "The meaning of these two words is entirely distinct. Talisman being the conception in the Arabic tongue of the Greek, meaning the influence of a planet, or the Zodiac, upon the person born under the same. A Talisman in olden times was, therefore, by its very nature a sigil, or symbolic figure, whether engraved in stone or metal, or drawn upon parchment or paper, and was worn both to procure love and to avert danger from its possessor. The latter purpose alone was the object of the Amulet, its Latin signification being to do away with, or baffle, its root being Amalior. Pliny cites the word as the country-folk name for the Cyclamen which ought to be planted in every human home, because where it is grown poisonous drugs have no power to harm, on which account they call it the flower, Amuletum."




  The belief in them is by no means so universal as in olden times, and to the thoughtful person many of the attributes claimed for them cannot be admitted; at the same time, with the growing knowledge of finer forces opening up new powers to mankind and to which we are slowly coming into touch, many people are prepared to admit that there may be some active power in a thought made concrete in the form of a Talisman or Amulet which may be made for some specific purpose, or for particular wear, becoming to the wearer a continual reminder of its purpose and undoubtedly strengthening him in his aims and desires.




  Symbols, frequently of a religious nature, have formed the basis of Talismans and Charms from earliest times, holding a very important place in the affairs of humanity, for symbolism was a power before civilisation was evolved, and by its recognition of a certain order in physical affairs it was undoubtedly a great factor in the establishment of human laws. In modern religions this law is recognised by the use of each symbol in accordance with the character of ceremonial worship, colour also playing a very important part in the service.




  Too frequently one hears a religion condemned as idolatrous because its God or Gods were typified in human or animal form. That it was the virtue the figure represented, and not the figure itself that was venerated, is ignored; but Christians would be indignant if the use of the Lamb and Eagle as symbols in their services caused them to be accused of idolatrous worship of these emblems!




  The force of the Spirit behind the symbol is very apparent with regard to the Cross, as may be understood when we think of the martyrs who have endured unflinchingly the most excruciating tortures human brain could devise, holding fast to their faith by this symbol.




  The savage had his Totem, which he believed gave him certain virtues, and helped him to success in his combats and in his struggle for existence.




  Those of our readers who have any knowledge of Astrology and Planetary influences will readily understand the sympathy between any metal, or stone, ruled by any particular planet, and any person coming under the influence of that planet.




  In the writing of the philosophers and Alchemists of the Middle Ages directions are given that these Talismans should be made, or commenced, under favourable aspects, so that the Work may receive the vitalising rays proceeding from the planet represented.
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  Talismans of Primitive Races—The Axe—Arrow-head—The Swastika—The Serpent—The Interlaced Triangles.




  Amongst primitive races the Axe was the symbol for Chief, God, or Divine Being, and had its origin in the Neolithic or later Stone Age, which ended in Europe about 2000 B.C.




  It was doubtless the earliest weapon of prehistoric man, and in addition to its uses as a weapon would have been in constant service in clearing the way when moving from place to place, and in cutting and shaping the wood used in forming his shelters. This being so, it is easy to conceive of its association with strength, power, and utility; and its symbolic use to express these virtues is a logical conclusion, whilst from remains found in various parts of the world it is evident that its use for this purpose was universal, and amongst primitive races the Axe became the recognised hieroglyphic for God, Chief, or Ruler; moreover, as a symbol of power, its place is taken by the State Sword which is carried before the King at important ceremonies even to the present day.




  Amongst the remains of the Stone Age, Talismans formed in the shape of Axe-heads have been found pierced with holes for suspension, and Illustration No. 13 (Plate I) is an example in Slate of the Neolithic period found in Portugal, and its ornament is the Divine in its feminine aspect as represented by prehistoric man, who placed the feminine first in his beliefs, tracing his own descent and his position in the tribe through the Mother.




  Illustration No. 16 (Plate I) is of a blue flint Talisman from Egypt; and No. 15 (Plate I) is in Hæmatite, and comes from the Upper Congo, where the natives of the present day regard it as an effective Talisman against disease.




  The Arrow-head in its symbolism had a similar significance to that of the Axe, and in Japan flint Arrow-heads were thought to have been rained from Heaven, or dropped by flying spirits. They were very popular in the early days of the present civilisation as Amulets to protect the wearer from disease and to avert the Evil Eye; whilst throughout Europe they were regarded as the product of Elves (Elf-shots, or fairy weapons), water in which they had been dropped or dipped, being considered very efficacious in curing feminine ailments (see Illustration No. 17, Plate I).
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PLATE I.


PRIMEVAL, CHINESE, INDIAN AND THIBETAN TALISMANS.




  The Swastika, one of the oldest and certainly the most universal Talisman known, can be traced back to the Neolithic Age, and it has been found engraved on stone implements of this period. It is to be met with in all parts of the Old and New Worlds and on the most ancient ruins and remains, it thus living through the Ages in active use down to the present time. In spite of its antiquity and the fact that some writers quote it as being in use among the Egyptians, we have not been able to find it, as a symbol used by them, amongst their remains in the British Museum, and authorities whom we have consulted are also unaware of its existence in Egyptian records.




  It was used long before its present name was given it, and extensive discussion has been carried on as to whether its correct form is with its arms turned to the left, or to the right, without, as far as we have been able to ascertain, any definite conclusion being arrived at. Both forms seem equally popular, and are so found in all countries; whilst on the rock walls of the Buddhist caves of India they are used in great numbers, with their arms turned both ways often in the course of the same inscription.




  In Sanskrit its name means Happiness, Pleasure, Good Luck, Su—good, or well; Asti—being, making it = "Good Being"; and it is still used in India, China, and Japan as an Amulet for long life, good fortune, and good luck.




  The illustration shown on Plate I, No. 14 is from a shield of the Bronze Age, the background being of dull red enamel, and the arms turned to the left; whilst No. 18, which turns to the right, is taken from between the feet of a statue of Buddha from Ceylon, and is also commonly found in the footprints of this Deity, sometimes both forms being used in the same impression. In China the Swastika sign is pronounced Wan, meaning a great number, a multitude, great happiness, longevity; both forms are used, but most commonly that which is turned to the left. The Jains of India regard it as a symbol of human progress, the right arm A (Illustration No. 18) representing the lowest stage of life, as protoplasm; the lower arm B indicating the soul's evolution, and through plant and animal life C representing human evolution, and D the spiritual life, the plane on which the soul is entirely freed from matter by the practice of the three jewels, right belief, right knowledge, and right conduct. In their temples at their service of baptism or its equivalent rite, this symbol is traced on the fore, head of the candidate as a benediction for protection from evil influences. It is used as an emblem of the highest of all, the Almighty maker of the heavens and earth, indicating the Divine Force radiating through the Universe; it is also regarded as a sign of Benediction and good augury amongst Buddhists and all Eastern nations, and as a symbol of the Sun, when represented turned to the left, the Autumnal period, and when turned to the right the Vernal.




  It has been identified as the Hammer of Thor, the Lord of Thunder and Lightning, the God of the Air; and amongst the Scandinavians was believed to have dominion over the Demons of the Air, and the coat-of-arms of the Isle of Man—a Swastika formed of three human legs, is a legacy from the early settlers of their race. It may occasionally be met with, having five or six limbs, and is then probably intended to represent the Wheel of the law, or Buddha's Wheel; whilst a three-limbed figure is much used in the Punjaub and other parts of India by the Mohajin Log (the banking, or moneyed class) as a charm which was not only worn, but used as an ornament in their houses, generally over the door.
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