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  LEILA, mid-forties




  JOHN, mid-twenties




  BUTLER/YOUNG MAN, early twenties




  Notes




  (*) indicates a jump in time and place
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        A hotel room – expensive and soulless.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN is asleep in bed. LEILA watches him sleep.


      

    




    

      	

        *


      



      	

    




    

      	

        He wakes.


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        Morning.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        Is it?


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        Sleep well?


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        Actually I


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        Had to move you onto your side.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        You were snoring.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        Oh.


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        A lot.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        Sorry.


      

    




    

      	



      	

        Sorry about that, I think there’s something


      

    




    

      	



      	

        wrong, with my sinus, it’s a medical condition – swollen turbinate? There’s this procedure I could have but


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        You were drinking.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        Hm?


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        A lot.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        Huh.


      

    




    

      	



      	

    




    

      	



      	

        Sorry can I just


      

    




    

      	



      	

        She takes off her bathrobe. Starts getting dressed.


      

    




    

      	



      	

        He watches her. She can feel him watching her.


      

    




    

      	



      	

        Sorry


      

    




    

      	



      	

        can I just


      

    




    

      	



      	

        check


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        Did we


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        No.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        Right.


      

    




    

      	



      	

        Just checking.


      

    




    

      	



      	

    




    

      	



      	

        So um


      

    




    

      	



      	

        Were we ever going to


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        No.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        Yeah. No. Good.


      

    




    

      	



      	

    




    

      	



      	

        So I didn’t fuck up my chances by


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        falling asleep?


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        Yeah.


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        No.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        Good.


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        No, I just mean if we had, you know


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        Well I’d want to know about it, I’d want it saved. In my memory.


      

    




    

      	

        *


      



      	

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        I know some people enjoy it, the anticipation, but really I’ve got enough to worry about with this speech


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        Course.


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        and I like to get it over with.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        The sex.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        Oh.


      

    




    

      	



      	

        Okay.


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        Okay?


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        I didn’t assume


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        Didn’t you?


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        I’m not really


      

    




    

      	



      	

        allowed to assume, that sort of thing, it’s little bit


      

    




    

      	



      	

        problematic, to assume those sorts of things.


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        Is it?


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        I mean


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        even if you don’t act on it?


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        What?


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        even if it’s only in your head?


      

    




    

      	

        *


      



      	

    




    

      	

        He slaps himself across the face.


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        What are you doing?


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        Just checking


      

    




    

      	



      	

        that I’m not, you know


      

    




    

      	



      	

        asleep.


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        You’re not.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        I have these dreams, sometimes I can’t tell if I’m


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        You’re awake.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        Yeah but sometimes, in the dreams, sometimes the characters they try and trick me, they say things like


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        Trust me.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        Look in the mirror.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        Reflections are blurry in dreams.


      

    




    

      	



      	

        He looks in the mirror.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        Huh.


      

    




    

      	



      	

        Yeah, no, you’re right, I am definitely


      

    




    

      	



      	

        awake, I had some


      

    




    

      	



      	

        Clothes. They’re in a pile on the floor.


      

    




    

      	



      	

        He gets dressed – quickly, awkwardly.


      

    




    

      	



      	

        Sorry


      

    




    

      	



      	

        can I just


      

    




    

      	



      	

        Who are you and


      

    




    

      	



      	

        why? am I here?


      

    




    

      	

        *


      



      	

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        Leila.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        John.


      

    




    

      	

        *


      



      	

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        There was this one time, few years ago, I got a night bus home from work and the next thing I knew it was six in the morning and I was in a bus depot in Edmonton and the driver was shaking me awake and my hair was all wet from the condensation on the window and


      

    




    

      	



      	

        You have Great hair.


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        I know.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        Have you ever been to Edmonton?


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        No.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        No, didn’t think so.


      

    




    

      	



      	

        It was just a few hours but it felt like I’d lost days. Weeks.


      

    




    

      	



      	

        This though, waking up here


      

    




    

      	



      	

        This is nothing like Edmonton.


      

    




    

      	



      	

    




    

      	



      	

        Why was I


      

    




    

      	



      	

        Oh yeah, the night bus, I’m not an alcoholic by the way – God you’re really fucking beautiful, have you tried the eggs Benedict?


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        I’m a vegetarian.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        Oh.


      

    




    

      	



      	

        That’s a shame because it really is exceptional, I believe it was voted best eggs Benedict in the country? maybe even the world and look if it makes a difference I think the pig led a very happy life


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        Oh I don’t care about the pig.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        Oh.


      

    




    

      	



      	

        Okay.


      

    




    

      	



      	

        Well listen, don’t bother calling room service, he knows me, the chef, I can just go down to the kitchen and


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        Did he say the word fired? Did he actually say fired?


      

    




    

      	

        *


      



      	

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        If I’d known, when I had the ice bucket, when I was this close


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        Said you liked it. The violence.


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        I did. I do. But.


      

    




    

      	



      	

        I’m not an egg.


      

    




    

      	



      	

        a china doll.


      

    




    

      	



      	

        If you smash me I won’t break.


      

    




    

      	



      	

        D’you understand?


      

    




    

      	

        *


      



      	

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        I caught bits of it.


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        The conference.


      

    




    

      	



      	

        But I couldn’t tell you what it was about.


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        Mitigation and Adaptation.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        You know when words are just words


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        They’re two different approaches


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        to banking?


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        to climate change.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        Could’ve sworn they were bankers.


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        It’s an auditing firm, they’re financial auditors.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        Financial auditors, saving the planet one conference at a time.


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        It’s called corporate sustainability.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        Sounds like an oxymoron.


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        It’s my job. It’s what I do.


      

    




    

      	

        *


      



      	

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        Well it was nice to meet you


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        Leila.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        John.


      

    




    

      	



      	

        And thanks. For letting me stay in your bed. I never get to see the rooms.


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        No?


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        No, there’s like a total divide between bar staff and housekeeping, we don’t even talk to each other, I mean most of them can’t speak English, I mean that’s not Why we don’t talk, I’m not


      

    




    

      	



      	

        I want you to know


      

    




    

      	



      	

        What I did last night, that’s not


      

    




    

      	



      	

        typical behaviour of mine, that’s not a Me kind of thing to do.


      

    




    

      	



      	

        You guys wasted a lot of wine. Red, white


      

    




    

      	



      	

        And I don’t like waste. Can’t stand waste.


      

    




    

      	



      	

        So I drank it.


      

    




    

      	



      	

        And I don’t know what came over me but I think maybe that’s what people mean when they say See Red.


      

    




    

      	



      	

    




    

      	



      	

        Right, well, I better


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        Be careful.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        Bit of rain never


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        There’s a red-level warning.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        London’s drowning, is it?


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        Couldn’t get a taxi last night.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        Think I’ll just jump on a


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        That’s why I stayed, after the conference.


      

    




    

      	



      	

        That’s why You stayed, after you hit my colleague over the head with an ice bucket and called him a cunt.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        That was


      

    




    

      	



      	

        your colleague


      

    




    

      	



      	

        Right.


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        I mean he is a cunt.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        Right.


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        But he didn’t press charges, so


      

    




    

      	

        *


      



      	

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        What did he do to you?


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        You really want to know?


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        It happened. I was there. He Did To Me – I don’t


      

    




    

      	



      	

        That’s not how I choose to think about it.


      

    




    

      	

        *


      



      	

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        I thought about touching you while you were passed out.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        I didn’t.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        What do you think about that?


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        I think


      

    




    

      	



      	

        that’s weird. Why are you telling me that? that’s weird.


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        Is it?


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        Yes.


      

    




    

      	



      	

        If I said that to you


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        Right, well, I better


      

    




    

      	



      	

        find a job or


      

    




    

      	



      	

        stop drinking or


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        Come with me.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        What?


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        Conference next week.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        Where?


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        Rio, I’m giving a speech.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        I’ve just been fired, I can’t afford


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        Air miles.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        No, of course, it’s


      

    




    

      	



      	

        silly, I didn’t mean to make you feel


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        No


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        uncomfortable.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        you didn’t, I’m not, and I’m fine with women paying for stuff, and I’ve never been to Rio, it’s more just


      

    




    

      	



      	

        I don’t know you, I mean who are you? I mean


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        Are you married?


      

    




    

      	

        *


      



      	

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        I have a right to know.


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        Do you?


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        I have


      

    




    

      	



      	

        I think when you invest this much


      

    




    

      	



      	

        Self, you have rights, you have


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        No. My story. My choice. I get to choose.


      

    




    

      	

        *


      



      	

    




    

      	

        Series of checks. She sits on the bed. Too hard. Paces across the room. Too small. Checks the view from the window. Wrong aspect.


      

    




    

      	

        Picks up the guest phone. Dials and waits.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        This is fine, this is more than fine


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        (Into phone.) Yes I’d like to speak to the manager.


      

    




    

      	

        *


      



      	

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        I thought the other room was fine


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        I don’t want fine.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        I thought it was more than fine


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        I don’t pay for fine.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        You don’t pay for any of it, do you?


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        It was facing the wrong way for a start – they can bring that up for you, you don’t have to


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        I can carry my own bag, it’s


      

    




    

      	



      	

        fine – fuck me, that sunset, feels like we’re on a different planet.


      

    




    

      	



      	

        He drops his bag. Takes it in.


      

    




    

      	



      	

        I downloaded the Lonely Planet app.


      

    




    

      	



      	

        I wanna see some stuff, you know?


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        Stuff?


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        Real stuff. Like I wanna dance to real samba and eat those deep-fried cheese-ball things and go inside a favela in Santa Marta and buy drugs off a boy with no shoes on.


      

    




    

      	



      	

        (Reading from his phone.) It says that today, the neighbourhood is a mixture of chaos and beauty. After dark, prostitutes trawl the restaurants along Atlantica while overstimulated foreigners stumble towards the strip clubs around Princesa Isabel


      

    




    

      	

        LEILA


      



      	

        Well, knock yourself out.


      

    




    

      	

        JOHN


      



      	

        I wouldn’t describe myself as an overstimulated foreigner, that’s not how I’d describe myself.
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