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    Time conquers all… sometimes it takes longer,

    sometimes it takes less, and sometimes it runs out of time.


    J. Delgado Lorenzo

  


  
    



    



    



    This book is dedicated with appreciation to all the detectives

    and fellow police officers that for years looked for the truth
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    JACK THE RIPPER


    One of history’s biggest mysteries…


    In 1888 Victorian London the district of Whitechapel was considered as one of the worst districts of London. In its streets people lived in poverty and delinquency and alcohol were the lifestyle. The alleys were full of dirty pubs and miserable brothels where some women made their livelihood as prostitutes for a few pennies. And it was in this place, in London’s East End, where a fleeting serial killer “Jack the Ripper”, in a short time, created one of the most popular dark legends of history, that has lasted to this day. Not only because of the gruesome murders but because of the mystery of the identity, that was never discovered, of the first mediatic serial killer of history.


    He took the life of five women who he dismembered with the precision of a surgeon. The crimes were committed without apparent reason which shows an extreme cold-blooded murderer, however, this was not uncommon in the murders of the time in a city like London. What stood out in this case, apart from the brutality, was the arrogance and confidence that the murderer showed in front of the police and the press. He mocked them in the handwritten letters he sent to London’s police during the time the murders were committed. In those letters he undermined the police detectives, making a fool of them. Without a doubt the murderer was someone familiar with police investigation techniques, which allowed him to brag about the murders and the incompetence of London Metropolitan Police. He did this with the help of the press and the reporters, which added to the myth by creating a media character, enigmatic and with great acceptance within the readers. And after the dark fame… he disappeared in the famous London fog, the same fog that protected him during the murders, leaving behind a mystery that has lasted to this day. The murderer was crowned as the myth we know today by the big mystery novels, the investigations and theories that, step by step, shaped the story of the most popular serial killer of history that was never identified.


    During the investigation and throughout the years there were several names of who could have been Jack the Ripper. But the truth is that 125 years later, and after countless investigations, this case remains as one of the biggest enigmas of contemporary history.


    There were several lines of investigation. The most reliable one claimed that the murderer was a doctor since the extraction of the victims’ organs revealed the precision of a surgeon, which led the detectives of the time to think the murderer had extensive knowledge of anatomy and surgery. According to the medical examiner that performed the autopsy of Annie Chapman’s body (second of the five victims linked to Jack the Ripper), the murderer had grabbed her chin and slew her throat from behind from left to right. Because of the strength used, the doctor believed he tried to behead her. This was the cause of death. The rest of the wounds and mutilations were post mortem. The abdomen had been sliced open to extract the vagina, uterus and bladder had been removed and were never found. The cuts were clean, with the precision of a surgeon. No other organs were damaged, which showed previous knowledge of anatomy and surgery as the extractions happened in the middle of the streets at night. According to the medical examiner, the tool used seemed to be a small knife with a thin but sharp blade, the kind of knife used by doctors and butchers in 1888 London.


    The victims of the crimes were prostitutes that worked the streets of London, without a doubt the easiest targets as the killer didn’t need to choose. He was not looking for a specific type of woman, he only needed a victim. The prostitutes offered what he needed: anonymous women that no one would look twice at, women that wandered around in poorly lit corners waiting for an opportunity to earn some coins to survive and support their kids. They were women with whom he had no connection at all, which made police investigation more difficult as the detectives could not find the killer amongst the women’s circles, like enemies or ex partners. That line of investigation was closed.


    Police always suspected that more women were killed by Jack the Ripper. Monday 6th August 1888, a few weeks before the first official crime, Martha Tabram, a 39 year old prostitute, was found dead with 39 stab wounds. A couple months earlier, Emma Smith, a 45 year old prostitute, was viciously assaulted, leaving her with an injury in her head; also a blunt object was inserted in her vagina. However, these crimes do not completely match Jack the Ripper’s M.O, so they were dismissed. In 1894 sir Melville Macnaghten, assistant commissioner of the London Metropolitan Police and assistant chief constable of the Criminal Investigation Department wrote: «… the Whitechapel murderer had 5 victims and 5 victims only». Furthermore, the five victims linked to Jack the Ripper were connected by a redacted letter written by the M.E. Thomas Bond, in said letter he gave the name «canonical» to the five Jack the Ripper crimes, due to the similarities in the disenbowelments.


    A hundred and twenty-five years have passed since Jack the Ripper murdered five women and disappeared, and with him the chances of finding the person responsible. There have been many suspects, over 125; and there have been many investigations and books written, but there is always a common denominator: the true identity of the Ripper has never been revealed. Today I opened a police investigation to determine his identity using today’s scientific police techniques… that led me to a dead end since I couldn’t find a profile that fit the murderer amongst the suspects. This is why, after months when all I could think about was Jack the Ripper and 1888 London, I decided I had to go back to that city to live and think like the killer. I walked around the streets of Whitechapel during the gloomy rainy days and foggy nights… I placed myself in Victorian London. I lived in 1888.


    [image: ]


    And a Sunday morning, on the cold and rainy October 2013, while I was reading a book… I saw it clearly. I knew who the criminal was. I left everything and looked for a letter written by my suspect, and compared it to a letter by Jack the Ripper… and there it was, the true name of the famous murderer. I got a goosebump. It’s been 45,500 days and the calligraphic proof is unaltered to prove who Jack was. This is the evidence.
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    The author in front of the Royal London Hospital where

    some of the victims were transferred for the autopsies.
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    Corner where the prostitutes looked for clients.

  


  
    THE VICTIMS OF THE MURDERS


    The canonical five victims of Jack the Ripper were all prostitutes to survive: Mary Ann Nichols, Annie Chapman, Elizabeth Stride, Catherine Eddowes and Mary Jane Kelly. Detective inspector Edmund Reid described the killer’s M.O:


    «The position of the blood and the body showed that he had stood face to face with the woman, and had slashed her throat with his right hand from right to left, causing the blood to spurt away from him, so that he probably never had any blood stains on his clothes. One of the great difficulties of the case for the police was that it was a case of a maniac’s cunning outwitting reason’s methods.»
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    Photograph of the autopsy of Mary Ann Nichols,

    the first canonical victim of Jack the Ripper.
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    Mary Ann Nichols’ grave in the City of London Cemetery.
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    Photograph of the autopsy of Annie Chapman,

    the second canonical victim.
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    Photograph of the autopsy of Elizabeth Stride,

    third canonical victim.
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    Photograph of the autopsy of Catherine Eddowes,

    fourth canonical victim.
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    Mary Jane Kelly, the fifth canonical victim.
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    Forensic drawing of the position and wounds of Mary Jane Kelly.


    All five of the crimes happened between the end of summer and autumn of 1888, with a time pattern: they were committed on weekend nights, towards the end of the month or the first week of the following one. After each crime, the mutilations of the victims became more aggressive each time, with more violence, with hatred and cruelty. This, in terms of police investigation, showed the detectives hate and resentment, with an origin in a childhood trauma. The ruthlessness didn’t culminate with his third victim Elizabeth Stride, as the killer was disrupted, however he amended this mistake with his next victim. Mary Ann Nichols wasn’t missing any organs, Annie Chapman’s uterus was extracted, Catherine Eddowes’ kidney and uterus were never found and he deformed her face. The last victim, Mary Jane Kelly, was dismembered, her face was completely disfigured and she was missing her heart.


    As for chronology, the first victim, Mary Ann Nichols, was discovered around 3.40 a.m. of Friday, 31st August 1888 at Buck’s Street in the district of Whitechapel. She had two big incisions that severed her throat and abdomen, which was completely open by a large cut.
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