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Physical Characteristics of the Komondor


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Skull: Broad with well-developed arches over the eyes. The occiput is fairly well-developed and the stop is moderate.


Head: Large. The length of the head from occiput to tip of nose is approximately 2/5 the height of the dog at the withers. The skin around the eyes and on the muzzle is dark.


Eyes: Medium-sized and almond-shaped, not too deeply set. Edges of the eyelids are gray or black.
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Forequarters: Shoulders are well laid back. Forelegs straight, well-boned and muscular. Viewed from any side, the legs are like vertical columns. The upper arms are carried close to the body.


Nose: Wide and the front of the nose forms a right angle with the top of the muzzle. The nostrils are wide. The nose is black.


Muzzle: Wide, coarse and truncated. Measured from inner corner of the eye to tip of nose, the muzzle is 2/5 of the total length of the head. The top of the muzzle is straight and is parallel to the top of the skull. Underjaw is well-developed and broad. Lips are tight and are black in color. Ideally gums and palate are dark or black.


Chest: Deep with long, well-sprung ribs reaching almost to the elbows.


Ears: In shape the ear is an elongated triangle with a slightly rounded tip. Medium-set and hanging and long enough to reach to the inner corner of the eye on the opposite side of the head.


Neck: Muscular, of medium length, moderately arched, with no dewlap. The head erect.


Body: Characterized by a powerful, deep chest, which is muscular and proportionately wide. The breast is broad and well-muscled. The belly is somewhat drawn up at the rear. The rump is wide, muscular and slopes slightly towards the root of the tail.


Tail: A continuation of the rump line, hanging and long enough to reach the hocks. Slightly curved upwards and/or to one side at its end.


Hindquarters: The steely, strong bone structure is covered with highly developed muscles. The legs are straight as viewed from the rear. Stifles are well-bent. Rear dewclaws must be removed.


Color: White, but not always the pure white of a brushed coat. In the ideal specimen the skin is gray.


Coat: Characteristic of the breed is the dense, protective coat. A grown dog is entirely covered with a heavy coat of these tassel-like cords, which form naturally.


Size: Dogs 27.5 inches and up at the withers; bitches 25.5 inches and up at the withers. Dogs are approximately 100 pounds and up, bitches approximately 80 pounds and up at maturity, with plenty of bone and substance.


Feet: Strong, rather large and with close, well-arched toes. Pads are hard, elastic and black or gray. Ideally, nails are black or gray, although light nails are acceptable.
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THE “KING” OF HUNGARY


Hungary has a distinguished set of dogs it calls its own. Currently, four of these breeds have been recognized in the United States by the American Kennel Club (AKC); these are the Komondor, Kuvasz, Puli and Viszla. All four were recognized and accepted into the AKC’s stud register in the 1930s, though there were very few of the dogs in the country at that time. Hungary has several more “national breeds”—the Pumi, Mudi, Agar and Kopo, and Hungary also divides the Vizsla into two coat types, smooth and wire-haired; the latter is not recognized by the AKC. Among all of the native breeds, only the Komondor is spoken of as the “king.”
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A typical adult Komondor of the 1930s. Note the difference between this coat and that of Komondors today.
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A flock guardian by trade, the Komondor is a natural protector of livestock. Here is Kiraly, working with sheep at the Adams ranch in Texas. Owners, Buster and Henny Adams.


The history of the Komondor is assumed to be very long, though pedigrees have been kept formally only since 1924 in Hungary. The breed is usually said to have come into Hungary with the Magyars and to have been domesticated and at work in the 12th century. The Komondor was, and still is, a large dog used to guard flocks or herds of large animals. Originally the breed’s charges were the unruly and semi-wild Racka, the large Hungarian sheep that grazed long ago on the Hungarian puszta (plains). The dogs are elemental livestock guard dogs who live with their flocks and guard them from predators, both four-legged and two-legged. Since the Komondor’s coat so perfectly mimics the coats of his original charges, it is often hard to distinguish the dog from the sheep in the midst of a flock.


Irene Evers, an award-winning Hungarian breeder, in her splendid book Our National Treasure: The Hungarian Komondor, wrote that if you ask the Komondor, he will tell you where he came from. The dog loves cold weather, and his coat and paws seem made for it. He dislikes rain, she says, because it was rare where he came from. The area had little cloud cover, and the Komondor was well served by the nice hair-curtain that shielded his eyes from the brilliant winter sunshine. She concludes that his original home was rather dry and cold, with rapid changes of temperature and lots of sunshine. She says it had to be the Himalayas.




RELATED BREEDS


The Komondor is probably closely related to the South Russian Ovcharka. The coats of the two breeds both cord, as does that of the Puli. The Puli, of course, is a herding dog, while the Komondor is a livestock guard dog. The temperaments of all the livestock guard dogs are very similar. These breeds include the Kuvasz, Maremma Sheepdog, Great Pyrenees, Tibetan Mastiff, Anatolian Shepherd Dog and more. Another breed with a coat that will remind you of a Komondor is the Bergamasco. An Italian breed whose coat forms flocks instead of cords, this herder is medium-sized. The coat does not feel like a Komondor coat, and the coat is somewhat different on different parts of the Bergamasco’s body.
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Kuvasz
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Puli
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Maremma Sheepdog
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South Russian Ovcharka





Dr. Zsigmond Katsányi, a great advocate for the Komondor in Hungary, believed that the dogs most probably arrived in Hungary in 1239, when 40,000 Kun tribesmen migrated into the Tisza regions with their families and herds and settled there. Zoltán Kenéz, in his 1922 book The Komondor Defined, says that it was word-of-mouth testimony among shepherds in the Kunsag region that both the Komondor and the Kuvasz were brought in by the Kuns in the 13th century. He felt that the Komondor was closely related to the South Russian Ovcharka, a sheepdog that also has matted hair, is often white and has dark pigment. Dr. Katsányi believed that the dogs we call Komondors began their journey in the Northern Himalayas, Bokhara, Uzbekistan. The Komondor went through the Ukraine, the Voronezh and the Volga region, the Northern Caucasus. These areas make up the shepherd’s passage to the West.




THE KOMONDOR IN ENGLAND


The first imports into England belonged to Pat Lanz, an eminent Rottweiler and Puli breeder. Her first Komondor, a bitch, came from Hungary, and imports from the United States followed. The first litter was from a Hungarian bitch and an American male, but they unfortunately produced only a single litter with three beautiful puppies. The population in England is small; there is little demand for the dogs for work. A few are seen at the shows. A lovely bitch, Hercegvaros Cica of Borvaale and Loakespark, belonged to Ann Davis (now Ann Arch) and was a favorite at the shows in the 1970s. There have been other imports into the UK from Belgium and Hungary.
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The first Komondor shown in England, Ohegyi Abrand Duna at Borgvaale. Bred by Ferenc Lehoczky, owned by Mrs. Pat Lanz.


No Hungarian discussion of the breed omits mention of Dr. Emil Raitsis, who wrote the first Hungarian Komondor breed standard, which was adopted in 1924. He wrote: “The Hungarian Komondor’s ancestral character, his exterior, which commands respect, fits exactly with the character of the true Hungarian. The honest character of these Hungarian people who still till the soil with back-breaking work led them to choose this dog as a companion. A freedom-loving people learned to value them and love them.”
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A lovely eight-month-old bitch, Zobraki Highland Spirit, owned by Mrs. Jackie Ferrigan.





The name “Komondor” first appeared in print in 1544 in Peter Kakonyi’s history of King Astiagis. This comes in a sentence: “the Komondor followed him, barking.” The breed is mentioned by Amos Comenius in 1673 as “guarding the herd,” and there are some descriptions of the Komondor in literature as early as 1653. Ferenc Pethe in his Natural History in 1815 not only described the Komondor and called him “leader of the dogs” but he also even printed a picture, which is often reproduced today; it does look like our contemporary dogs.
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Sire of the first Komondor litter in England, Hercegvaros Csupor at Borgvaale.


THE KOMONDOR IN THE US


The first dogs exported from Hungary to the United States went to individuals who had connections to Hungary and to a few eccentrics who prized the dogs for the temperaments they had read about—the dogs were unspoiled guard dogs and companions, loyal and brave. The first registered pair in the US belonged to Dr. Tibor de Cholnoky, a plastic surgeon. The next pair belonged to Mrs. William H. Sudduth III. These dogs were not prolific and the lines died out. During World War II, relations between the Hungarian Kennel Club and the AKC were suspended. Dogs imported in the late 1950s and 1960s fared better. Dixie Evans in Ohio acquired dogs from Germany and Hungary through Mrs. R.D. McLellan of Canada, and a few of these dogs can still be found in pedigrees of Komondors today.


Oscar Beregi in California imported Hattyu, his first Komondor, in 1964, and this dog became the first American champion. Dogs imported to the Midwest and East Coast in the 1960s began serious showing. By the 1970s some established breeders emerged, and the dogs were being shown with some regularity. Szentivani Ingo, a dog imported in 1967 by the author’s husband Marion J. Levy, Jr., a professor at Princeton University, was shown in the East, and he became the first Komondor to win a Working Group and then a Best in Show. He actually was rated among the top-ten show dogs all-breeds in the United States in 1972. Amazingly, he was shown with a corded coat, and his popularity in the show ring influenced other breeds, some corded, and some just other rare breeds.
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Ch. Hattyu, first Komondor champion in the US, owned by Oscar Beregi.
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Hungarian through and through, this Kom fits right in with this young lady in traditional Hungarian garb at a Budapest show.


Only later did people seek Komondors as prestige items; the unusual coat of the mature dog made the Komondor seem exotic. By the 1970s there was a commercial breeder in the Midwest and one on the East Coast, the latter importing two litters from Hungary.


We’ve mentioned Oscar Beregi, owner of the first AKC champion Komondor, Hattyu. A Hungarian actor and the son of a very famous Hungarian Shakespearian actor, Beregi finished Hattyu’s championship in 1965. Beregi was president of the first Komondor club, the Komondor Club of America, which was founded in 1967. Marion Levy was the first president of the second Komondor club, the Middle Atlantic States Komondor Club (MASKC). This club was founded in 1973 after a dust-up with the Komondor Club of America over whether the dogs should be required to have corded coats. Though it is a regional club, the MASKC serves the dogs all over the US and probably has more connections with foreign clubs than the national club. As in most dog breeds, the clubs are often at odds with each other! Both clubs have newsletters. The Middle Atlantic States Komondor Club also publishes books and pamphlets relating to the Komondor.
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Hercegvaros Cica of Borgvaale and Loakespark, imported by Mrs. Pat Lanz and owned by Mrs. Ann Arch. This lovely bitch made history for the breed in England, where she won many awards in Rare-Breeds and Breed classes. Worldwide she became known as “Kitten,” the translation of her Hungarian name “Cica.”


Some celebrities have owned Komondors in the US, though mostly very briefly. Gene Tunney, the former heavyweight boxing champion, got one of the first dogs registered in the US as a house guard at the height of the publicity over the kidnapping of the Lindbergh baby. The opera singer Maria Jeritza had a litter, although they do not appear as registered in the AKC stud register. More recently, Zsa Zsa Gabor owned a pair, though only briefly. She was given a pair named Jancsika and Juliska (in a Hungarian fairy tale, Jancsika and Juliska occupy a place similar to that of Hansel and Gretel). Oscar Beregi took these dogs into rescue. The bitch went to a pet home, but the dog, Ch. Fouti Hercules Jancsika, went to John and Carol Kincel and had a worthy show career.


It was not until the 1970s that farmers and ranchers wanted Komondors for their traditional work—as flock guardians, good for combating predators like wolves, coyotes, cougars, bears or the neighbors’ dogs. Thanks to an unusually fine working Komondor named Maggie, owned by Buster and Henny Adams in Evant, Texas, and the rising interest in livestock guard dogs in general in the United States and Canada, working Komondors have been a big success on the North American continent. Raymond Coppinger, who founded Hampshire College’s Livestock Dog Project in 1977, a project using livestock guard dogs for predator control, wrote in his book Dogs that Maggie was the first livestock guard dog he saw actually protecting Angora goats from coyotes and bobcats. Credit must go to Coppinger for explaining the role of livestock guard dogs to the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), as well as to ranchers and farmers in the US and Canada. Livestock guard dogs are used now with sheep, cattle, goats, emus, poultry, etc.


Unfortunately quite a number of working Komondors are not registered, and there seem to be many Komondor crosses. These are often crosses between Komondors and Great Pyrenees. The dogs are sometimes used on small farms but more often with large flocks or herds, with several dogs working together. Some show breeders refuse to supply dogs for work. Others supply them and earnestly encourage owners of working dogs to have x-rays done on their dogs to make sure that they are free of orthopedic problems if they plan to breed them and also to be sure to register the puppies. It would indeed be a shame if the work done in Hungary to keep the Komondor a pure breed was not honored in the United States.


The first AKC standard for the breed was adopted in 1937; it was based on the 1936 Hungarian standard by Abonyi, Anghi and Mueller. The standard has been revised three times: in 1971, in 1973 and, most recently, in 1994. The 1971 standard did not require the Komondor to be corded, and this created a split among Komondor fanciers. Initially the dogs in the US were shown with their coats brushed out. Probably Marion Levy’s greatest contribution to the breed was his insistence on showing Ch. Szentivani Ingo (known as “Duna”) with a fully corded coat. Through his perseverance, the AKC finally agreed to change the Komondor standard in 1973 to require a Komondor to be corded by the age of two years. The ring success of this one dog not only changed the appearance of the Komondor but also probably changed the appearance of the Puli. In the 1970s most Pulik were shown with their coats brushed out, but now you almost never see a Puli in the ring without cords.
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Here is Ch. Indian Run Acel Ropi, a beautiful example of an American-bred Kom.
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Marion and Joy Levy with Ch. Boytar-Hercegvaros Bocs.




NUMBER OF KOMONDORS INDIVIDUALLY REGISTERED BY THE AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB 1937–2004







	1937……

	2






	1938……

	0






	1939……

	2






	1940……

	1






	1941……

	0






	1942……

	0






	1943……

	1






	1944……

	0






	1945……

	0






	1946……

	0






	1947……

	0






	1948……

	0






	1949……

	0






	1950……

	0






	1951 ……

	0






	1952……

	0






	1953……

	0






	1954……

	0






	1955……

	0






	1956……

	0






	1957……

	0






	1958……

	1






	1959……

	0






	1960……

	1






	1961……

	1






	1962……

	12






	1963……

	3






	1964……

	12






	1965……

	15






	1966……

	19






	1967……

	14






	1968……

	38






	1969……

	34






	1970……

	54






	1971……

	73






	1972……

	103






	1973……

	121






	1974……

	100






	1975……

	103






	1976……

	99






	1977……

	99






	1978……

	87






	1979……

	102






	1980……

	135






	1981……

	156






	1982……

	128






	1983……

	138






	1984……

	192






	1985……

	170






	1986……

	178






	1987……

	170






	1988……

	174






	1989……

	180






	1990……

	165






	1991……

	202






	1992……

	197






	1993……

	224






	1994……

	163






	1995……

	180






	1996……

	160






	1997……

	123






	1998……

	103






	1999……

	112






	2000……

	81






	2001……

	85






	2002……

	65






	2003……

	69






	2004……

	84






	2005……

	76












The Komondor has always been rare in the US. Only 282 dogs were registered with the AKC between 1937 and 1971, and 1971 marked a high point with 73 dogs registered. The registrations after that increased to as high as 224 in 1993. The most litters (66) were registered in 1992. After that, registrations of both individual dogs and litters began to decline, and in recent years the Komondor has had the lowest registration numbers among the breeds in the Working Group. The Komondor is hardly a prolific breed. It is probably fortunate that this is so, since the breed’s limited numbers make it difficult for unscrupulous breeders and irresponsible owners to acquire Komondors.


We know that the Komondor originally came to Hungary as a dog used to protect livestock. Additionally the breed has been used in Hungary for protecting property and factories as well as for police work. It is hardly possible for a dog working in a remote area or on a ranch to be cleaned up and taken to an American dog show, as has been done in Hungary. Working dogs’ coats may have patches missing, and they may be dirty beyond any possibility of getting them clean enough to show to US judges. Dogs working alone on their own property might also display a temperament that would not be acceptable in the ring to judges in the US. These dogs object to being touched by strangers, especially strange judges who may not like them. Their behavior might well be considered too aggressive. The worth of such working dogs cannot be measured by or dignified with show titles. Out in all weather, ever-vigilant and trustworthy, they retain the same qualities that the Hungarian shepherds bred into their dogs long ago. May it always be so.
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A splendid Komondor bitch, Ch. Kurcafuredi-Subas Edi with the Twin Towers in the background.
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Winning Best of Breed at the 1989 Trenton Kennel Club Dog Show, Ch. Boytar-Hercegvaros Balna.





A GREAT HUNGARIAN BREEDER


[image: image]


Irene Evers with two of her favorite Komondors, Hunor and Puszta.
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Mrs. Evers judging Ch. Trentvaros A. Koda in Princeton at a MASKC gathering.


The breeder of the first AKC Best in Show Komondor, Ch. Szentivani Ingo (Duna), was Irene Evers, an amazing Hungarian gold-medal breeder. She originally bred under the kennel name Szentivani; then, when she did breeding at a cooperative for the government, she used the kennel name Mount Everest. At the end of her life, she returned to the Szentivani name. She also wrote a book entitled Our National Treasure: The Hungarian Komondor, which has been published in English. This book, translated by a number of people who really cared about Mrs. Evers and the Komondor breed, has never been published in Hungary, although Irene offered the manuscript there and in other European countries. This author did send the Hungarian manuscript to the Hungarian Komondor Club and gave them permission to print the book, but this has not happened. I hope it eventually does appear in Hungarian. Mrs. Evers did not live to see the finished book, but we printed it in chapters in the Middle Atlantic States Komondor Club newsletter. Duna, the six-month-old puppy she sent to an unknown couple in the US, Mr. and Mrs. Marion J. Levy, Jr., certainly made a big difference to the Komondor breed in this country. Mrs. Evers came to the US to judge on one historical occasion and was able to see some of Duna’s many champion and (soon to be) champion offspring.








DUNA IN CORDS


One of the most important sires in the breed is still Ch. Szentivani Ingo, whom we called Duna. He was the first Komondor to win an all-breed Best in Show, and most important, we exhibited him in a corded coat. Before 1973, it was permitted to show a Komondor brushed out, something most Komondor owners deplored. Komondors were always shown with corded coats in Europe. Despite the lectures we got from judges, we insisted on cording his coat and showing him. He was such an impressive dog, and he had such a good coat, that when he was a mature dog, his quality was undeniable.


Because of Duna and his persuasive owner, the author’s husband, Marion J. Levy, Jr., the AKC finally accepted a standard that requires the coat to be corded by the age of two years. This actually affected the Kom’s Hungarian cousin, the Puli, as well as the Komondor. Because of Duna’s success in the show ring, more and more Pulik were shown corded.
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Duna and some of his offspring and friends get together at a MASKC match.
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Duna at seven years old winning the breed from the Veteran Class.
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Duna at a dog show in Boston—from the Boston Globe.
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Ch. Indian Run Az Aranyos Chimera demonstrating her winning ways in 2004.
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Ch. Lajosmegyi Dahu Digal, taking Best in Show at the Seattle Kennel Club Dog Show.


THE BREED IN MEDIA


There are few books on the breed, and some of the best are not in English. In Hungary a book by Ócsag Imre and Pál Sarkány on the Hungarian breeds has been translated into English. First published as The Dogs of Hungary in 1977, then reprinted as Hungarian Dog Breeds in 1987, it is now out of print. The Middle Atlantic States Komondor Club published Irene Evers’s book Our National Treasure: The Hungarian Komondor in English in 1990; unfortunately it has not yet been published in Hungarian. In France, Laurent and Anna Racz-Caroff published a beautiful book with exceptional, lovely photos. This is Un Chien Incroyable: le Komondor et les autres bergers Hongroise (An Incredible Dog: The Komondor and the Other Hungarian Shepherd Dogs), published in 1984. The text was translated into English by the MASKC in 1991. A charming book was written in 1922 and privately printed in only 100 copies in Hungarian by Zoltán Kenéz; it was reprinted with the original Hungarian text and an English translation by the MASKC in 1992. The Middle Atlantic States Komondor Club publishes booklets and pamphlets on the Komondor at work as well, including Henny Adams’s wonderful Diary of Maggie (1980), the diary of that first American Komondor who worked so successfully with livestock.
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Angyal’s Espuela Magyar, the famous “Maggie,” who appeared on the cover of the Smithsonian magazine and was featured in Life magazine. Owners, Buster and Henny Adams.


Two videos were produced to illustrate the 1973 AKC standard. One was made by the AKC; the other was made by Robert Halmi, a movie and video personality who was Hungarian, had several Komondors and was for a time president of the Komondor Club of America. This second video has shots of good dogs in action, including shots of dogs at work in Canada and on farms in Hungary. The footage is outstanding.
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PERSONALITY AND TEMPERAMENT


What is a Komondor like? To start with, his appearance is unique—nothing else looks like this large white dog with a corded coat. While it is normal to say his character is unique, this is not really true. You can find a very similar temperament in quite a number of other livestock guard breeds, including the Great Pyrenees, Kuvasz, Maremma Sheepdog, Anatolian Shepherd and Tibetan Mastiff. All of these breeds were originally bred by shepherds to guard livestock. They were not bred to be house dogs. Their size alone makes them unsuitable for apartment living, and they are not likely to be docile pets. They were bred to be independent thinkers, and you can translate that to mean “stubborn mules.” They want to make their own decisions about what they guard, how they guard and from whom they will take orders.


[image: image]


Beyond his unique appearance, the Komondor is extremely loyal to and a unmatched protector of his “flock,” whether the flock is four-legged or two-legged.


In 1975 I wrote an article on Komondor temperament. My findings were based on my experiences with my first Komondor, Duna. I have had many Komondors since then, but none have been as amazing as he was. That dog ended up having not only a spectacular show career but also a wonderful life as a beloved character in our town. My veterinarian, who was also fond of Duna, always told us that most other owners would have gotten rid of the dog when he was a puppy. I observed a similar learning process in Texas with Maggie, the first Komondor who was successfully used as a livestock guard dog in the US. That was a case of Angora-goat breeders who got the dog because they had lost most of their kids (young goats) to coyotes and were willing to try a livestock guard dog. Maggie belonged to Buster and Henny Adams, and Henny kept a diary of her progress (the aforementioned Diary of Maggie), which should be required reading for people using Komondors for work. Like us, the Adamses learned from their first Komondor, who was not at all like their previous German Shepherds. Those dogs ended up killing goats and sheep instead of guarding them. The year after Maggie came, no kids were lost to coyotes, but Maggie insisted on guarding “her way.”
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